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PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF SOUTH-CAROLINA.

SOUTH-CAROLINA, l
Tuesday, the 17th September, 1776. 5

The General Assembly being adjourned to the first day
of October next, .but his Excellency tbe President and
Commander-in-Cbief having thought fit to call the same by
the following Proclamation, viz:

"By His Excellency John Rutledge, Esquire, President
and Commander-in-Chief of South- Carolina:

"A PROCLAMATION.

"
Whereas, it appears to. me necessary for the publick

service to call the General Assembly and Legislative Coun-
cil before the time to which they stand adjourned, I have
therefore thought fit to issue this P~oc.lamation, requiring
them, and they are hereby required, to meet at Charles-
Town, on Tuesday, the seventeenth day of September next,
then and there to sit for the despatch of divers weighty and
important affairs.

"Given under my hand and the seal of Soutlt-Carolina,
at Charles-Town, this l:2th day of August, Anno
Domini 1776.

" J R'
ORN UTLEDGE.

"By his Excellency's command:
"JOHN HUGER, Secretary."

Thirty-eight Members met on tbis day. But they not
being a sufficient number to proceed upon business, Mr.
Speaker adjourned the meeting of the House till to-morrow
morning, nine of the clock.

Wednesday, the 18th day of September, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment.
Mr. Speaker having issued Writs, dated the 1st day of

August, Jor electing Members of this House to fill the seats
that had been vacated by acceptance of places and other-
wise, the following Returns were now made of the elec-
tion-

Of Alexander Moultrie, Josiah Smith, Jun., George Abbot
Hall, John Ernest Poyas, Peter Timothy, John Webb,
Thomas Jones, Arthur J7Jfiddleton,Edward Rutledge,
Nicholas Eveleigh, and Joshua Ward, Esqr's, for the
Parishes of St. Philip and St. Michael, Charles-Town.

Of Richard Park Stobo, Esq., for the Parish of St. An-
arew.

Of GeorfJe Livingston, Esq., for the Parish of St. Paul.
Of Keatwg Simons, Esq., for the Parish of St. James,

Goose-Creek.
Of Daniel Ravenell, Esq., for the Parish of St. John, in

Berkley County.
Of John Matthews and John Waring, Esqs., for the Pa-

rish of St. George, Dorchester.
Of Joshua Toomer and Levi Durand, Esqs., for the Pa-

'rish of Christ Church.
Of Colonel William Moultrie, for the Parish of St.

Helena.
Of the Rev. Robert Smith, Thomas Screven, and Hopson

Pinckney, Esqs., for the Parish of St. Thomas and St.
Dennis.

Of Levi Durand, Esq., for the Parish of St. James,
Santee. .

Of John Withers, Esq., for the ~arish of Prince George,
Winyah.

Of Thor~ws.Sumpter and William Riclwrdson, Esqs., for
the Dlstnct to the Eastward of the Wateree River.

FIFTH SERIES.- 'YOL.III.

The following gentlemen then took the oath prescribed
by the Constitutidn, and their seats as members of the
House, viz;

Joshua Ward, George Livingston, John Ernest Poyas,
John Withers, Thomas Jones, Nicholas Eveleigh, Josiah
Smith, Jun., Arnoldus Vanilerhorst, .ENas Ball, Jun.,
Benjamin Waring, William Brisbane, Ralph Izard, George
King, George Robinson, John Collins, George Abbot Hall,
John Webb, and John Matthews, Esqs.

Levi Durand, Esq., returned duly elected in two Parishes,
(Christ~Chl~rch and St. James, Santee,) made his election
for the former, then took the oath prescribed by the Con-
stitution, and his seat as a member.

Mr: Speaker acquainted the House that he had recei\.ed
a Letter from Peter Timothy, requesting leave to resign the

. place of Clerk of this House; which Letter Mr. Speaker
read to the House in the words following:

.

" HONOURABLESIR: As I engaged and took an active
part in the present struggle of America to preserve its rights
from principle, and even without a distant view to advance
my private interest, so I accepted th~ unsolicited and unex-
pected honour conferred upon me by the unanimous voice
of the present General Assembly ill their appointment of
me for their Clerk, as a pub]ick acknowledgment that my
former conduct in the station of Secretary to the several
Congresses had at least been irreproachable; and I have
endeavoured to discharge the last duty to which I was ap-
pointed with equal fidelity, so far as my circumscribed abil-
ities would allow. But having since received the most
honourable testimony from my fellow-citizens, also, of their
approbation of my conduct as a member, by reelecting me
one of the representatives of this metropolis, notwithstanding
my having been appointed to a place of emolument, and as
it may be impossible for me to discharge with propriety and
satisfaction the duties both of a memper and Clerk, I think
it incumbent on me to give a preference to the last elec-
tion, and obey the summons I have seen affixed at the church
door. I do therefore beg leave to request that my resigna-
tion of the place of Clerk to the General Assembly may
be accepted, and that your Honour will do me the favour
to deliver my most grateful thanks to the House, as well for
the favourable opinion they have been pleased to entertain
of me as for the indulgences they have shown to my im-
perfections. _

"I hav~ the hOllour to be, sir, with great respect, your
most obedIent and most humble servant,

, " PETER TIMOTHY.

"Charles-Town, 17th September, 1776."

Whereas it was moved and Ordered, That Mr. Timothy
be sent for, and acquainted by the Speaker, that as the Honse
had experience of his integrity aud ability, so they did not
incline to accept of his resignation, but desired and expected
that he would continue to act as their Clerk, at least during:;
the present session, as the time would be but short.

Mr. Timothy attending, and being informed accordinlTly
he declared his obligation to the Honse for the favour;bl;
opinion they were pleased to have of him, and thllt, in com-
pliance with the expectations of the House, whose commands
he was always ready to obey, he would continue to execute..
to the best of his power, the duty of Clerk, provided it wa~
not expected that his contimlance in that office should pre-
vent his qualifying and taking his seat as a me-J.llUer.
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Which the House acquiescing in, Mr. Timothy took his
place as Clerk, and afterwards qualified as a member. .

On motion, Resolved, That the admission of the present
Clerk of tbis Honse to .act in tbat capacity, and at tbe same
to sit as a Member, shall not be drawn into pre~edent.

Ordered, That Colonel Horry and Mr. William Skirving
do wait on the President, and acquaint his Excellency that
the House is met.

Ordered, That all the Committees who were appointed
during the last sitting of the General Assembly, and have
not yet reported, be revived.

Colonel Horry reported, that Mr. Skirving and himself
had attended the President with the Message they had in
charge, and that his Excellency was pleased to say the
House shouJd hear from him.

A Petition of William Scott, Jun., was presented to the
House and read, in the words following, viz:

"That the petitioner, together with Jonathan Scott,
Clement Lamprier, Hugh Rutledge, Lel!i Durand, and
Joshua Toomer, Esqs., were candidates at the election lately
held in the Parish of Christ Church, for the choosing of two
members to sit in the Genera} Assembly, in the room of his
Excellency the President and Captain Lamprier; that at
the close of the poB at the said election and examining the
votes, there appeared to be thirty votes for Joshua Toomer;
twenty-seven votes, part whereof were for fVilliam Scott and
part for William Scott, Jun.; and twenty-five votes for Levi
Dnrand; and thereupon the petitioner (who was at the elec-
tion) and Joshua Toomer were declared duly elected, and
complimented thereupon by several of the electors; tbat
after sllch declaration a scrutiny was demanded, and the
votes sf'verally again looked over, and some of them which
were given in for the petitioner appearing without the word_
JuniQr thereto, the Church-wardens were thereupon pleased
to declare Levi Durand, Esq., with JQshua Toomer, Esq.,
duly elected, and have returned the said gentlemen accord-
ingly; that the petitioner' conceives himself injured by such
return, as he presumes he was duly elected, by having more
votes than Levi Durl'lnd, Esq., although the word Junior
was omitted in some of tbem, there being no other person of
his name wbo had offered himself as a candidate, or any of
his name in this country to his knowledge, but his uncle,
William Scott, Esq., who is already a member of this hon-
ourable House; and as the electors who voted for the peti-
tioner are ready to testify, that although they left out the
word Junior, they meant to vote for him, your petitioner
therefore humbly prays tbis honourabJe House to take his
case into consideration, and grant him such relief therein as
Inay appear just."

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to a Com-
mittee on Privileges and Elections.

Ordered, That. the following gentlemen be a Committee
on Privileges and Elections, viz: Colonel Pinckney, Mr.
Justice "J'latthews, Reverend Mr. Tennent, Captain Van-
derhorst, Mr. De Saussure, Honourable Mr. Edwards, Col-
onelHorry, Mr. Young, and Mr. Williamson.

The House being informed that the Honourable Thomas
Bee and the Honourable David Oliphant, Esquires, had
been appointed to places of emolument, whereby their seats
in the Legislative Council were vacated; Therefore

Resolved, That this House will to-morrow morning pro-
ceed to ballot for two members of the Legislative Council,
in the room of the Honourable 1\11'.Bee and the Honourable
Mr. Oliphant.

Mr. Speaker informed the House that he had received a
Letter addressed to them, which he had not opened.

And the said Letter being received, opened, and read, was
from Joseph Turpin, Commander of tbe armed brigantine
Comet, belonging to tbis State, dated Charles- Town, 16th
Septemba, 1776.

Ordered:, That the said Letter do lie on the table for the
perusal of the members.

A Memorial of Richard Per1ris was presented to the
House and read, in the words following:

"
That the memoriaJist some time past was released from

confinement, took tbe test oath, also the oath of fidelity, as
appear by a certificate signed by his Ex~ellency, recom-
mending him to all good people: That the memorialist set Ollt
on his journey towards home, but to his great surprise found

himself ruined by means of Colonel Thomas and his party,
who burnt and destroyed his bouses, mills, grain, and furni-
ture, his negroes and stocks of cattle soJd, and the spoil
distribut~d an10ngst him and bis men, whose cruelty extended
so far as to strip lVII's.Pearis and family, leaving them with
only part of their apparel and then to shift for themselves:
That the memorialist, having furnished himseJfwith vouchers,
and testimonial proofs respecting his grievance, therefOl'e
1110sthumbly prays tbat order might be made for vesting his
negroes and stocks of cattle; and with regard to all otller
damage, the memorialist submits to your serious considera-
tion, praying such relief in the premises as you in your
wisdom'shall deem meet."

Ordered, That tbe said Memorial be referred to the fol-
lowing Committee, viz: Colonel Gervai.g, Mr. Robinson,
and Mr. Collins.

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning,
nine of the clock.

Thursday, the 19th day of September, 1776.

The Hou-se met according to adjournment. Read tbe
Journal of yesterday's proceedings.

Henry William Harrington and George Hicks, Esquires,
were returned duly elected members of this ~ouse for the
Parish of St. David.

Mr. Pegues, Mr. Slobo, Mr. l-licks, Mr. Attorney Gen-
eral, Mr. Philip Smith, and Mr. Sally, took the oath
prescribedby the Copstitution, and their seat~as members
of the House.

The House, according to their resolve of yesterday, pro-
ceeded to ballot for two memhers of the Legislative Council,
in the room of the Honourable Mr. Bee and the Honour-
able Mr. Oliphant, the former having been elected a Judge,
and the latter appointed Director-General of the Hospitals.
And the ballots being cast up, Mr. Speaker reported, that
Thomas Fuller and Daniel Horry, Esquires, were duly
elected by majority of votes.

The Honourable Rawlins Lowndes, Esquire, attending,
took the oath prescribed by the Constitution, and his seat as
a member of tbis. House, declining to take the seat to which
he bad been elected in the Legislative Council.

Resolved, That tbis House will immediately proceed to
the election of another member of the Legislative Council,
in the room of the Honourable Mr. Lowndes.

.

Tbe House proceed to ballot accordingly; and the
ballots being reckoned, Mr. Speaker reported, that John
Parker, Esquire, was duly ejected a member of the Le-
gislative Counci!, in the room of the Honourable Mr.
Lowndes.

Ordered, That a copy of tbe Minutes of the foregoing
elections be made out, signed by the Speaker, and delivered
to the gentlemen elected.

Message from tbe President by the Master in Chancery:

"Mr. SPEAKER: His Excellency the President desires
the attendance of ~hisHouse in tbe Council Chamber imme-
diately." .

And the Messenger withdrew.

Mr. Speaker, with the House, waited upon bis Excel-
lency accordingly.

And being returned, Mr. Speaker reported, that this
House having waited upon the President in the Council
Chamber, his Ex:celJency had been pleased to make a
Speech, of which he had obtained a copy, in the following
words:

"Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council,
. ~lr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the General Assembly:

"I think it my duty to pay this tribute of applause to
those brave troops who, in repelling the formidable British
armament which attacked them on Sullivant's Island, vainly
flattering themselves with an assurance of easy conquest,
displayed a firmness and intrepidity that would have reflected
honour on Roman veterans; and I most heartily congratu-
late you on their heroick behaviour. It is an auspicious
presage of wbat may be expected from tbe valour of our
other troops wben theirs shall be the post of danger, as it
demonstrates tbat men, animated by an ardent zeal for the
sacred liberties of their country, and trusting in the Divine
support, are capable. of the most glorious achievements.
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The Cherokee Indians having committed such barbarous
acts of hostility as threatened desolation to the frontier set-
tlements at a time when the enemy lay in view of this
towo, and an attack on it was daily expected, a considerable
force was immediately sent into tbat nation, to obtain satis-
faction for their -cruel outrages, by acting with the greatest
vigour. Our people have behaved with much spir'it. It
has pleased God to grant very signal success to their opera-
tions; and I hope, by His blessing on our arms and those of
North- Carolina and Virginia, from whom I have promises
of aid, an end may soon be put to this war. Since your
last meeting, the Continental Congress have declared the
United Colonies free and independent States, absolved from
allegiance to the British Crown, and the political conneclion
bet\veen t11em and Great Britain totally dissolved, an event
which necessity had ~endered not only justifiable, but una-
voidable. This DecJaration and several ResoJves of that
honourable body, received during your recess, shall be laid
before you. I doubt not yon will take such measures as
may be necessary in cOllsequence of them.

"A well-regulated Militia being essential to the preserva-
tion of our freedom, I am persuaded YOllwiJl think with me
tbat your time can'not be better employed than in framing a
law for making such improvements in the Militia as may
produce tbe most beneficial consequences. It is not improb-
able that at tbe season appointed for the meeting of the next
Assemb]y tbe busioess of legislation must 'yield to that of a
different nature; aod it beboves us to emp'loy this time of
the enemy's absence in making the' best. preparations for
defence, and enacting such laws as the present exigencies
demand. I have, therefore, thought it for the publick ser-
vice to caH you together nolV, that you may deliberate on
those matters which tend to the interest and security of the
State. I shall propose what, in the course of your session,
appeal'S so to me, and be happy in receiving your advice
on, and concurring with you in, any that lJlay effect those
important objects.

" J RanN UTLEDGE.

"
September 19th, 1776."

Message from the President by the Master in Chancery:
"~tlr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the General Assembly:

" I send yo~ the resolves OfCongress which I promised to
lay before you. Also, a Jetter from the Delegates of this
State relative to the East-India tea in the cellal'S under
the Exchange. And I recommend it to you to consider
whether it will not be expedient to dispose of tbis tea, and
appJy tbe money arising from the sale of it towards defray-
ing the publick expenses.

" J R
'

anN UTLEDGE.

"September ]9, 1776."
The papers accompanying tbe foregoing Message were:

Letter from the Delegates of this State in the Continental
Congress, dated Philadelphia, 9th July, 1776, enclosing
Resolves of Congress of Q6th December, 1775, 17th ,Peb-
ruary, 14th March, Q3d and 25th March, 6th April, Order
of tbe Continental Board of Treasury of 7th May, Resolves
of Congress of 18th, 19th, Q4th, and 26th June, the Decla-
ration of Independence, 4th Jnly, and Resolves of Congress
of 4th and 5th July, 1776, Also, anotber Letter from the
Delegates, dated Philadelphia, Q5th Jnly, enclosing a Letter
from tbe Honourable John Hancock, President of the Con-
gress, to his Excellency tbe President of this State, dated
Pkiladelphia, Q41h July, 1776, encJosing Resolves of Con-
gress of tbat date. Also, another Resolve of Congress, dated
24th July, 1776.

Ordered, That the Speech this day de]ivered to both
Houses by his Excellency the President, and also his Ex-
ceHency's Message of tbis date, be referred to the foHowing
Committee, viz: The Honourable Mr. Lowndes, CoJonel
Pl:nckney, Mr. Attorney General, the Reverend Mr. Ten-
nent, the Honourable Mr, Edwal'ds, Mr. lVewfville, Colonel
Motte, Mr, Philip Smith, and Captain Roger Smith.

Mr. Pegnes informed the House that the small-pox having
broke out among the drivers 01' passengers in some wagons
from Philadelphia, in the service of Mr. John Mitchell, of
~Meldrum, arrived in the frontier of this State, some Com-
mittees had thought it necessary to take measures for pre-
venting that infection being brought or spread in this country,
but were desirous of being indemnified in what they bad
done, and to be authorized by the General Assembly to
pursue any further measures that might be necessary.

Ordered, That the information, laid before this House by
Mr. Pegues be rcfened to tlm following Committee, viz:
Mr. Loocock, Major Rick, Mr. Josiah Smith, Junior, Mr.
Withers, and Mr. Young; and that they do report thereon as
soon as may be.

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning,
nine of tbe clock.

Friday, the 20th day of September, ]776.

The House met according to adjournment. Read the
Journa] of yesterday's proceedings.

John Waring, Keating Simons, Charles Cantey, and John
Caldwell, of St. AJatthew's Parish, Esqrs., took the oath
prescribed by the Constitution and their seats as members
of this House for the Parishes they respectively were elected
to represent.

Mr. Young reported, from the Committee to whom was
referred the information gi\'en to tbe House yesterday by
1\11'. Pegues respecting a number of wagons laden with
woolens and other merchandise, said to be the property of
Mr. John Mitchell, now on their way from Philadelphia to
this State, some of the drivers 01' passengers of which ha ving
the infection of the small-pox; and he read the Report in
his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's table,
where the same was read, and is as followeth:

"Tbat it is the opinion of your Committee tbat the Dis-
trict Committee of St. David's Parish be authorized and
empowered to take every necessary precaution, and lIse every
means in their power, to prevent the infection spreading, by
causing the pel'Sons and merchandise so infected to be car-
ried to some distant place from the settlement, and place a
proper guard thereon till such time as they shall be fu)]y
satisfied that no infection remains, or to. pursue any otber
mode that they sball think most proper. That tbe goods
during such detention shall be and remain at tbe risk of the
owner or owners thereof. That the expense accruing tbereon
be advanced by the publick; and that the Chairman of the
said District Committee be empowered to draw upon the
Treasury for the same, to be refunded by Mr. 1Ylitchell.
Your Committee are furtber of opinion that the said District
Committee sbould be indemnified for any necessary step
already and hereafter to be taken by them to prevent the
said infection from spreading in this State."

Resolved, That the said Report be taken into consider.
ation immediately.

And the same being taken into consideration accordingly,
was amended and agt'eed to by the House, and is as foJ.
loweth :

"That it is the opinion of tbe Committee that the District
Committee of St. David's Parish be authorized and required
to take every necessary precaution, and use every means in
theil' power, to prevent the infection spreading, by causing
the persons and merchandise so infected to be carried to some
distant p]ace fi'om the settlements, and place a proper guard
thereon till such time as they are satisfied no infection re.
mains, or to pursue any other mode that they shall thipk
most proper. That the goods during such detention shall
be and remain at the risk of the owner or owners thereof.
That the expenses accruing thereon be advanced by the pub-
lick, and that the Chairman of said District Committee be
empowered to draw on the Treasury fOI' the same, to be
refunded by Mr. 1Ylitchell, if the General Assembly shall
hereafter think propE'r. Your Committee are further of
opinion tbat the said District Committee should be indemni-
fied for an y necessary steps already and hereafter to be taken
by them in order to prevent the said infection from spreading
in this State."

Ordered, That a Message be sent to the President, with
a copy of the foregoing Report. .

The Honourable Mr. Lowndes reported, from the Com-
mittee to whom the President's Speech, delivered to both
Houses yesterday was referred, an Address in answer to the
said Speech; .and b~ r~ad the Address in his place, and
afterwarus delivered ,It m at tbe Clerk's table, where the
same was read, and is as followeth:

"
l\'lAy IT PLEASEYOUR EXCELLENC,Y: We, the Repre-

sentatives of the State of South. Carolina, convened and met
in Genera] Assembly, beg leave most heartily to join Your
Excellency with our tribute of applause to those brave
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troops who lately signalized themselves by their firmness
and intrepidity in repelling the formidable British armament
which attacked them on Sullivant'& Island, and thereby dis-
appointing the va'inand flattering expectation of our cruel and
unnatural foes; a tribute we deemed justly due from an in-
jured country for such heroick beha viour, and as a grateful
testimony of the early and auspicious presage of the future
valour and heroism of men animated by the noblest of all
incentives-an ardent zeal for the sacred 'liberties of their
country and a confidence in Divine justice. We are happy
to find the barbarous and ungrateful"attempt of the Cherokee
Indians on O~lrfrontier settlements are checked by the spil'it
and activity of our brave countrymen in those parts; and
from their past success, as well as the zeal and activity of
our fi-iendsof North-,CaroUna and Virginia, hope a speedy
end will soon be put to the outrages of those detestable
savages. It is with the most unspeakable pleasure we em-
brace this opportunity of expressing our joy and satisfaction
in the declaration of the Qontinental Congress declaring the
United Colonies free and independent States, absolved from
allegiance to the British Crown, and totally dissolving all
political union between them and Great Britain; an event
unsought for, and now produced by unavoidable necessity,
and which every friend to justice and humanity must not
only hold justifiable, as the natural effects of unmerited per-
secution, but equally rejoice in as the only effectual security
aO'ainst injuries and oppressions, and the most promising
s;urce of future liberty and safety. The Declaration of
Independence and the Resol ves of the honourable the Con-
tinental Congress, now laid before us, shall be the principal
object of our attention in our deliberations for the publick
go'od. Weare fully persuaded how essential it is to the
freedom and supp~rt of a free State to have a well-regulated.
Militia, and more especially to this State in the present
circumstances of affairs in America. We. shall therefore
think it our duty, while the business of legislation is not inter-
rupted by the din of arms, to employ every moment neces-
sary to effect a purpose so essential and so beneficial, in
making the best preparations for defence and enacting such
laws as are necessary for the safety and security of the
State."

Resolved, That the said Addressbe taken into immediate
consider~tion.

The first and second clauses thereof being read, were
amended and agreed to by the House.

Upon reading ,the third clause, it WaS moved to amend
the same by striking out the words" unspeakable pleasure."
A debate ensued, and the question being put, it passed in
the negative. "

The third, fourth, and fifth clauses being then read and
amended, \vere agreed to; and the said Address, as agreed
to is in the words following:

" To his Excellency JOHN RUTLEDGE,President and Com-
mander-in- Chief of the State of SOU'l'H-CAROLINA:

" The Address of the General Ammbly of the said State:

"MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY : We, the Repre-
sentatives of the State of South- Carolina, met in General
Assembly, beg leave most heartily to join your Excellency
with our t\-ibute of applause to those brave troops who lately
signalized themselves by their firmness and intrepidity in
repelling the formidable British armament which attacked
them on Sullivant's Island, and thereby disappointing the
vain and flattering expectations of our cruel and unnatural
foes; a tribute we deemed justly due from an injured coun-
try for such heroick behaviour, and as a grateful testimony
of the early and auspicious presage of the future valour and
heroism of men animated by the noblest of all incentives-
an ardent zeal for the sacred liberties of their country, and a
confidence in Divine justice. Weare happy to find. the
barbarous and ungrateful attempts of the Cherokee Indians,
instigated by our British enemies on our fronti~rsettlements,
are checked by the spirit and activity of our brave country-
men in those parts; and from their past success, as well as
the zeal and activity of our friends of North- Carolina and
Virginia, hope a speedy end will be put to the otftrages of
those detestable savages. It is with unspeakable pleasure
we embrace this opportunity of expressing our satisfaction
in the Dec]aration of the Continental Congress, constituting
the United Colonie$ free and independent States, absolved
[rom aJlegiance to the British Crown, and totally dissolving

all poIiticalut,1ionbetween them and Great Britain; an event
unsought for, and now produced by unavoidable necessity,
and which every friend to justice and humanity must not
only hold justifiable, as the natural effect of unmerited perse-
cution, but equaJly rejoice in as the only effectual security
against injuries and oppressions, and the most promising
source oCfuture liberty and safety. The Declaration of Inde-
pendence and Resolves of tbe honourable the Continental
Congress, now laid before us, shall be the principal object of
QUI'attention in our deliberations for the publick good. We
are fully persuaded that it is essenlial to the liberties and
support of a free State to have a weB-regulated Militia.. and
more especially to this State, in the present circumstances
of aft'lirs in America. We shall therefore think i~our duty,
while the business of legislation is not interrupted by the
din of arms, to employ every opportuiljty to effect a purpose
so beneficial in making the best preparations for defence and
in framing such laws as are necessary for the safety and
securitf of the State."

Ordered, That the Address be engrossed;
Ordered, That Colonel Gervais and Mr. Ralph Izard

do wait on the President, and acquaint him the House have
an Address to present to his Excellency, and desireto know
when he will please to 'be attended for that purpose.

Colonel Pinckney reported fro,mthe Committee on Priv-
ileges and Elections, to whom was referred the Petition of
William Scott, Junior, of Charles-Town, merchant, the
matter as it appeared to them touching the Election for the
Parish of Christ thurch, with their opinion thereupon. And
he read the Report io his place, and afterwards delivered it
in at the Clerk's table, where the same was read, and is
as followeth:

,',That they have considered the said Petition, and have
examined witnesses concerning the truth of the allegations
therein contained, and find, that at the election for two
members for the Parisb of Christ Church, at the close of the
ballot, there appeared to be thirty votes for Joshua Toomtr,
twenty votes for Levi Durand, twelve for William Scott,
and fifteen for William Scott, Junior; that the petitioner,
William Scott, Junior, was the only candidate of the name
of William Scott; that it did not appear to your Committee
that there was any other person of that name in the country
but William Scott, Esq., already a member of this House,
and uncle of the petitioner; and that even by the admission
of Mr. Durand, the sitting member, it appeared that the
votes which were given for William Scott were meant and
intended for the petitioner, lJ1illiam Scott, Junior. Your
Committee further report, that on its being suggested by Mr.
Durand, the sitting member, that several persons who had
voted at the said election had not the qualifications required
by law, they examined the list of the electors, and found
that only one person had balloted who was not duly quali-
fied, whereby a majority of votes still appeared to be for the
petitioner. Your Committee, therefor~, are of opinion that
William Scott, the petitioner, should have been returned
duly elected, and not Mr. Durand, the sitting member, and
recommend it to the House that the returning officer be
ordered to strike out the name of Levi Durand, on the
return of the writ of election, and insert the name of TVil-
liam Scott, Junior, in its stead."

Resolved, That the said Report be taken into considera-
tion immediately.

And the same being taken into consideration accordingly,
Resolved, That this House do agree with the Report of

the Committee.
Ordered, That Jonathan &ott, the returningofficer,do

attend this House immediately, to amend the RetUrn fOi.the
Parish of Christ Church,by erasingout the name of Levi
Durand, Esq., and inserting the name of William Scott,
Junior, Esq., instead thereof. _

Ordered, That the several Papers which accompanied
the President's Message of yesterday be now read.

And they were read accordingly; and are as follow:
Letter from the Delegates of this State in the Continental

Congress to his Excellency the President:
"Philade]phia, 9th July, 1776.

"
SIR: Enclosed are the resolutions of Congress respecting

our Provinci"l forces. _We wish they may be agreeable to
YOUI'ExcelJen~y: to our Assembly, and to the officers of
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our Army; if they are not, there is-nothing compulsory in
them. Congress would not strictly comply with the request
we were ordered to make on tbis subject, lest they should
establish a precedent which might be injurious to the general
interest of America. \\ e have, therefore, been obliged to
vary our appl~cation, and to adopt such resolutions as seemed
most confijrmable to the intentions of our Congress, and
most likely to give satisfaction to the officers of ('Iur Army.

" Enclosed, a!sC', are some other occasional resolutions of
Congress; and a very important Declal'ation, which the King
of Great Britain has at last reduced us to the necessity of
making. AH the Colonies were united upon this great
subject,exceptNew- York, whose Delegates were restrained
by an instruction given several months ago. Their Conven-
tion is to meet in a Jew days, when it is expected that
instruction will be immediately withdrawn, and the Declara-
tion unanimously agreed to ~y the thirteen United States of
America.

" We have procured an order fi'om Congress for three
hundred thousand doHars,for the payment and disbursements
of our troops; which will be forwarded to you as soon as
possible. Congress have also given directions to the com-
manding officer in Virginia, about a fortnight ago, to send
forward five thousand pounds of gunpowder to our Colony.
Every day now is likely to produce something important.
We have heard of Clinton's arrival off Charles-Town bar,
and most anxiously wait to know the event. General
Howe's Army fromHalifax, said to contain ten thousand
men, are arrived at Sandy-Hook. A part of them are landed
upon Staten-Island. It is said he is waiting to be joined by
twenty thousand more, who are coming from England, in
the fleet under Lord Howe; when it is expected that New-
York will become the scene of action. The Army under
General Washington are in high spirits, and the Militia have
taken the fieldwith an alacrity that doesthem honour. From
these circumstances we still hope for a Providential inter~
position, and that the virtuous efforts of America will be
crowned with deserved success.

C( With the greatest respect, we are your Excellency's
most obedient servants,

"THOMAS LYNCH, THOMAS HEYWARD, Jun.,
C(EDWARD RUTLEDGE, THOMAS LYNCH, Jun."
C(

ARTHUR M~DDLETON,

"P. S. The express is to be paid for every day that he
is detained in Carolina.

" His Excellency John Rutledge, Esq."

"IN CONGRESS,December Q6th, 1775.-Resolved, That
it be recommended to the several Assemblies, Conventions,
and Councils or Committees of Safety of the respective Colo-
nies, to ascertain, by the most impartial and effectual means
in their power, the number of Inhabitants in each respective
Colony, taking care that the lists be authf:nticated by the
oaths of the several persons who shall be intrusted with this
service, and that the said Assemblies, Conventions, and
Councils or Committees of Safety, do respectively lay
before this Congress a return of the number of Inhabitants
of their respective Colonies as soon as the same shall be
procured.

"
Ex.tract from the Minutes:

"CHARLES THOMSON,Secretary."

"IN CONGRESS,February] 7th, 1776.-1st. Resolved,
That a Standing Committee of five be appointed for superin-
tending the.Treasury. 5th ARTICLE. That it shall be the
business of this Committee to obtain from the different
Assemblies and Con ventions of the United Colonies, accounts
of the number of Inhabitants in each Colony, according to
a resolution of Congress on that subject.

"Extract from th~ Minutes:

" CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary."

" At a Treasury Board, held at the Treasury Office, in
Philadelphia, the 7th day of May, Anno -Domini 1776,
present James Duane, Chairman, Thomas Willing, ElbridKe
Gerry, John Gibson, Auditor-General, William Webb,
Assistant, Esquires, Superintendents:

"Ordered, That Letters be written pursuant to the
Resolution of Congress of the seventeenth day of February,
to the different Assemblies and Conventions of the United
Colonies, requesting them to furnish accounts of the number
of the Inhabitants in each Colony respective]y, according

to resolution of Congress on that subject, and that a copy
of the last-mentiorlCd resolution be forwarded to each of
them.

,,'Extract from the Minutes of the Treasury Board:
I<JOHN GIBSON, Auditor General."

"
IN CONGRESS, 14th March, 1776.-Resolved, That it

be recommended to the several Assemblies, Conventions,
and Councils or Committees of Safety of the United Colo-
nies, immediately to cause all persons to be disarmed within

their respective Colonies who are notoriously disaffected to
the cause of America, or who have not associated, and shall
refuse to associate, to defend by arms these United Colonies
against the hostile attempts of the British Fleets and Armies;
and to apply the arms taken from such persons in each respec-
tive Colony in the first place to the armi~g the Continental
troops raised in said Colony; in the next, to the arming such
troops as are raised by such Colony for its own defence; and

the residue to be applied to the arming the Associators. That
such arms when taken be appraised by indifferent persons,
and such as are applied to the arming Continentfl troops,
be paid for by the Congress, and tbe residue by the respec-
tive Assemblies, Conventions, or Councils or Committees of
Safety.

" Extract from the Minutes:

"CH~RLES THOMSON, Secretary."

"IN CONGRESS,Q3d March, 1776.-Whereas the Peti-
tion<gof these United Colonies to the King, for the redress
of great and manifest grievances, have not only been rejected,
but treated with scorn and contempt, and the opposition to
designs evidently formed to reduce them to a state of
servile subjection, and their necessary defence aO"ainst
the hostile forces actually employed to subdue ~hem,
declared rebellion: And whereas an unjust war hath been
commenced against them, which the commanders of the
British Fleets and Armies have prosecuted, and still con-
tinue to prosecute with their utmost vigour, and in a cruel
manner, wasting, spoiling, and destroying the country,
burning houses and defenceless towns, and exposing the
helpless inhabitants to every misery from the inclemency'
of the winter, and not only urging savages to invade the
country but instigating negroes to murder their masters:
And whereas the Parliament of Great Britain bath lately
passed an act affirming these Colonies to be in open rebellion,
forbidding all trade and commerce with the inhabitants
thereof, until they shall accept pardon and submit to despotick
rule, declaring their property wherever found upon the
water liable to seizure and cOQfiscation, and enacting that
what had been done there, by virtue of the royal authority,
were just and lawful acts, and shall be so deemed; from all
which it is manifest that the iniquitous scheme concerted to
deprive them of the liberty they have a

~

right to by the
laws of nature and the En~lish Constitution, will be perti:
naciousl y pursued: J t being therefore necessary to provide
for their defence and security, and justifiable to make
reprisals upon their enemies, and otherwise to annoy them
according to the laws and usages of nations, the Congress,
trusting that such of their friends in Great Britain (of whom
it is confessed there are many entitled to applause and
gratitude for their patriotism and benevolence, and in
whose favoura discriminationof propertycannot be made) ,

as shall suffer by captures, will impute it to the authors of
our common calamities, do declare and resolve as followeth,
to wit:

"Re~olved, That. the inhabitants of these Colonies be
permitted to fit out Armed Vessels to cruise on tbe enemies
of these United Colonies.

"Resolved, That all Ships and other Vessels, their tackle,
apparel, and furniture, and aH goods, wares, and mercban-
dises, belonging to any inhabitant or inhabitants of Great
Britain, taken on the high seas, or between high and Jow
water mark, by any armed vesselfitted out by any private
person or persons to whom commissionsshall be granted,
and being libeJled and prosecuted in any court erected for
the trial of maritime affairs, in any of tbese Colooies, shall be
deemed and adjudged to be lawful prize, and after deducting
and paying the wages the seamen and mariners on board
of such captUres as are merchants ships and vessels shall
be entitled to, according to the terms of their contracts,
until the time of the adjudication, shall be condemned to and
for the use of the owner or owners, and the officers, marin-es;
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and mariners of such armed vessel, according to such rules
and proportions as they shaH agree on: Provided always,
That this resolution shall not extend, or be construed to
extend, to any vessel bringing settlers, arms, ammunition, or
warlike stores, to and for the use of these Colonies, or any
of the inhabitants thereof, who are friends to the American
cause, or to such warlike stores, or to the effects of such
settl ers.

"Resolved, That an Ships or Vessels, with their tackle,
apparel, and furniture, goods, wares, and merchandises,
belonging to any inhabitant of Great Britain as aforesaid,
which shall be taken by any of the vessels of war of these
United Colonies, shall be deemed forfeited, one-third" after
deducting and paying the wages of seamen and mariners,
as aforesaid, to the officers and men on board, and two-
thirds to the use of the United Colonies.

"Resolved, That all Ships or Vessels, with their tackle,
apparel, and furniture, goods, wares, and merchandises,
belonging to any inhabitants of Great Britain, as aforesaid,
which shall be taken by any vessel of war fitted out by
and at the expense of any of the United Colonies, shall be
deemed forfeited, and divided, after deducting and paying
the wages of seamen and mariners, as aforesaid, in such
manner and proportions as the Assembly or Convention of
such Colony shall direct.

"Resolved, That all vessels, their tackle, apparel, and
furniture, and cargoes, belonging to inhabitants of Great
Britain, as aforesaid, and all vessels which may be em-
ployed in carrying supplies to the Ministerial Armies, which
shall happen to be taken near the shores of any of these Colo-
nies, by the people of the country or detachments from the
Army, shall be deemed lawful prize, and the Court of Admi-
ralty within the said Colony is required, on condemnation
thereof, to adjudge that all charges and expenses which may
attend the capture and trial, be first paid out of the moneys
arising from the sales of the prize, and the remainder equaJly
divided among all those who shall have been actually
engaged and employed in taking the said prize': Provided,
That where any detachments of the Army shall have been
employed, as afore~aid, their part of the prize-money shall
be distributed among them in proportion to the pay of the
officers and soldiers so employed.

" Extract fi'om the Minutes:

"
CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary."

"IN CONGRESS,March 25th, I776.-Resolved, That the
Convention or Council of Safety of South- Carolina be per-
mitted to raise and imbodv two other Battalions, and that
they be on the pay and at'the expense of the Continent as
soon as they shall be armed fit tor service and accordingly
mustered.

"
Extract from the Minutes:

"CHARLES THOMSON,Secretary."

" IN CONGRESS,April 6th, P776.--':"Resolved, That any
Goods, Wares, and Merchandises, except Staves and empty
Casks, other than shaken or knocked down Casks for Mo-
lasses, may be exported from the thirteen United Colonies
by the inhabitants thereof, and by the people of all such
countries as are not subject to the King of Great Britain,
to any parts of the world which are not under the dominion
of the said King: Provided, That no vessel be' permitted
to export any greater number of shaken or knocked down
Mo]asses Casks than the same vessel is capable of carrying
when they shall be filJed with Molasses.

. "Resolved, That any Goods, Wares, and Merchandises,
except such as are of the growth, production, or manufac-
ture of, or brought frolll, any country under the dominion of
the King of Great Britain, and except East-India Tea, may
be imported from any other parts of tbe world to the thirteen
United Colonies by the inhabitants thereof, and by the peo-
ple of all such countries as are not subject to the said King,
liable, however, to all such duties and impositions as now are,
or may hereafter be, laid by any of the said Colonies.

" Resolved, That nothing herein contained shall be under-
stood to prevent such future commercial regulations as shall
be tllOught just and necessary by these United Colonies or
their respective Legislatures.

"Resob,ed, That no Slaves be imported into any of tbe
thirteen United Colonies.

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the, Assemblies
and Con ve[]tions in the several Colonies to appoint proper

officers, at convenient places in their respective Colonies, to
take bonds in adequate penalties for observing the regula-
tions made by the Congress, or Assemblies or Conventions
concerning Trade, and for securing the observation of such
parts of the Association as are not inconsistent therewith,
and that the obligator shall, within eighteen m~nths after the
departure of the vessel, produce to such officers a certificate,
under the hands an,d seals of three or more reputable mer-
chants residing at the port or pla..cewhere the cargo shall be
delivered, that the same was there unladHd, and take mani-
fests, upon oath, of the cargoes eJrported and imported, and
keep fair accounts and entries thereof; give bills of health
when desired; grant registers showing the property of the
vessels cleared out; and sign c~rtificates that the requisites
for qualifying vessels to trade have been complied with; and
that the fees of the said officers be stated by the respective
A:ssemblies or' Conventions: Provided always, That nO
proseclltion upon any of the said bonds shall be commenced
but within three years after the date thereof.

"Resolved, That all Goods, Wares, and Merchandise,
except such as are made prize of, which shaH be imported
directly or indirectly from Great Britain and Iteland into
any of these United Colonies, contrary to the regulations
established by Congress, sbaH be forfeited and disposed of
agreeab1e to such rules as sbaH be made by the several
Assemblies or Conventions, and shall be liable to prosecution
and condemnation in any court erecterl, or to be erected,
for the determination of maritime affairs in the Colony where
the seizure shall be made.

" Extract fi'om the Minutes:
"CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary."

"IN CONGRESS,11 th April, 1776.-Resolved, That it be
recommended to the several Assemblies, Conventions, and
Committees or Councils of Safety of the United Colonies,
to use their best endeavours in communicating to foreign
nations the Resolutions of Congress relative to Trade.

"
By order of Congress:

"
J OlIN HANCOCK,President."

"IN CONGRESS,June 18th, 1776.-Whereas the Con-
gress, on the fourth day of November last, resolved tbat, for
the defence of South-Carolina, th~re be kept up in that
Colony, at the Continental expense, three Battalions of
Foot, each Battalion to consist of the same number of men
and officers, to be upon the same pay and under the same
regulations as the Continental Army; and on the 25th day
of March last, resolved, that the Convention or Council
of Safety of South-Carolina be permitted to raise and im-
body two other Battalions, and they be on the pay and at
the expense of the Continent as soon as they shall be armed
fit for service and accordingly mustered; And whereas the
Provincial Congress 01' Convention of South- Carolina, on
the twenty-second day of February last, ordered tbat their
Council of Safety return the thanks of that Colony to the
Continental Congress for theil' attention to its security; that
they sta.te the peculiar circumstances, and the heavy ex-
penses which have bep,n, and will be, incmred by that
Colony in the measures necessary for their defence, and that
they request the Continental Congress to allow that Col-
ony so much money as the expenses of three Battalions
upon tbe Continental establisbment would amount to for one
year, apd to give Continental rank to the officers of the
three Regiments raised in June, and of the Regiment of
Artillery raised in November, from the date of their respect-
i\'e commissions, or at least fi'om tbe first day of November,
when tbey resolved to aJlow that Co]ony three Battalions:
And whereas the Delegates of tbat Colony in Congresshave
represented the peculiar circumstances and heavy expenses
of that Colony, and tbat tbe troops in it were inlisted for
three years upon a different establishnwnt of pay, and under
different articles of war, so as to render it inconvenient to
vlace them in all respects upon the Continental establish-
ment thereof:

.
"

"Resolved, That the Battalion of Artillery and the two
other Battalions of Foot, raisBd in Sout}~- Carolina and kept
up in that Colony for the defence of the same, be considered
as Continental forces, and allowed the same pay, rations, and
disbursements, as other forces on the Continental establish-
ment ; that the two Battalions under the cQrnmand of the
Colope]s Gadsden and ~Ioultrie be allowed all the advan-
tages of the Continental establishment from the fourth day
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of .November last, and the Regiment of Arti1lery fi'om the
time when the same was ordered to be raised by the Pro-
vincial Congress or Convention of South- Carolina; that tbe
two Battalions of Riflemen raised in, and for the defence of,

.

the sajd ColQ/JY,be considered as Continental troops from
the 25th day of March last, and be entitled to all the ad van-
tag~s of the same; tbat a1l the above-mentioned troops be
liable to the articles for the government of tbe forces in the
said Colony; that the said forces be continued on the Con-
tinental establishment until the expiration of their inlistment,
unless they shall be sooner disbanded by Congress; tbat not
more than one.third of the effective men of the above-men-
tioned forces be ordered out of the said Colony without the
express order of Congress or the consent of the President
of that Colony.

"Extracts from the Minutes:
"CHARLES THOMSON,Secretary."

"
IN CONGRESS,June 19th, 1716.- Whereas it is indis-

pensably necessary for the good of the service that the
Soldiers of the United Colonies should be well provided
with Blankets and Clothing: Tberefore,

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the Assemblies
and Conventions of the United Colonies forthwith to cause
a suit of clothes, of which the waistcoat and breeches may
be of deer leather, if to be had on reasonable terms, a blan-
ket, felt hat, two shirts, two pair of hose, and two pair of
shoes, to be manufactured, or otherwise procured, at reason-
able rates, in their respective Colonies for each soldier of the
American Army inlisted therein for the present campaign,
and that the same be baled, invoiced, and stored in suitable
places, to be delivered to the order of Congress or the
Commander-in-Chief of the Ame1.ican Army; that sufficient
sums of money be granted to the Assemblies and Conven-
tions aforesaid, on applying for the same, to enable them to
discharge the demands arising from the purchase of the arti-
cles aforesaid j that the Commander-in-Chiefof the Ameri-
caf/,Army be empowered to draw on the said Assemblies
and Conventions for such articles of clothing aforesaid as
he shall from time to time judge necessary, and that the
cost thereof be deducted from the pay of the soldiers who
shall receive the same, by the proper officer for examining
and discharging the accounts and pay-rolls of the respective
regiments."

"JUNE 24.-Res~lved, That all persons abiding within
any of the United Colonies, and deriving protection from
the laws of the same, owe allegiance to the said laws, and
are members of said Colony; and that all persons passing
through, visiting, or making a temporary stay in any of the
said Colonies, being entitled to the protection of the laws
during the time of such passage, visitatLon,or temporary
stay, owe, during the same time, aIJegiancetheretoj that
all persons members of, or owing allegiance to, any of the
United Colonies, as before described,who shall levy war
against any of the said Colonies, within the same, or be
adherent to the King of Great Britain, or others the enemies
of the said Colonies, or any of them, within the same, giving
to him or them aid and comfort, are guilty of treason against
such Colony; that it be recommended to the Legislatures
of the several United Colonies to pass laws for punishing,
in such manner as to them shall seem fit, such persons,
before described, as shall be provable attainted of open deed,
by people of their condition, of any of the treasons before
described; that it be recommended to the Legislatures of the
several United Colonies to pass laws for punishing, in such
manner as they shall think fit, persons who shall counterfeit,
or aid or abet in counterfeiting, the Continental bills of
credit, or who shall pass any sucp bills in payment, knowing
the same to be counterfeit."

"JUNE 26.-Resolved, That a Bounty of ten dollars be
given to every non-commissioned officer and s01dierwho
shall inlist to serve for the term of three years."

" Extract from the Minutes:.
" CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary.".

"In Congress, July 4th, 1776.

"A Declaration by the Representatives of the UNITED
STATESOFAMERICA,in General Congress assembled:

"When, in the course of human events, it becomes neces-
sary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have
connected them with another, and to assume, among tbe

Powers of the earth, the separate;and equ.aI station to which
the laws of nature and of nature's God entitle them, a
decent respecf to the opinions of mankind requires that they
s~10111ddeclare the causes which impel them to the separa-
tIOn.

"We hoM these truths to be self-evident: that all men are
created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness. That to secure these rights,
governments are instituted among men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed j that whenever
any form of government becomes destructive of these ends,
it is tbe right of the people to alter or abolish it, and to
institute new government, laying its foundation on such prin-
cip1es, and organizing its powers in such form, as to them
sball seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness.
Pmdence, indeed, will dictate, that governments 10nO'estab-
lished should not be changed for light and transient ~auses ;
and, accordingly, aIJ experience hath shown, that mankind
are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than
to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they
are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and
usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object, evinces a
design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their
right, it is their duty, to throw off such government, and to
provide new guards for their future security. Such has been
the patient sufferance of these C010nies,and such is now the
necessity which constrains them to alter their former systems
of government. The history of the present King of Great
Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all
having, in direct object, the estab1ishment of an absolute
tyranny over these States. To prove this, let facts be sub-
mitted to a candid world.

"He has refused his assent to laws the most wholesome
and necessary for the publick good.

" He has forbidden his Governours to pass laws of imme-
diate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their
operation till his assent should be obtainedj and when so
suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them. He
has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of
large districts of people, unless tho~ people would relin-
quish the right of representation in the Legislature a right
inestimable to them, and formidable to tyrants only:

"He has called together legislative bodies at places
un~sual, ~ncomfortable, and distant from the repository of
thetrpubhck records, for the sole purpose of fatiguincr them
into compliancewith his measures..

b

" ~e has.dissolved representa.ti~e ho~ses repeatedly, for
op_posmg, with manly firmness, his mvaslons on the rights of
the people.

"
He has refused, for a long time after such dissolutions

~ocause others to .b~ el~cted, whereby the legislative powers:
Incapable of. anmhllatlOn, have returned to the people at
I~rge for their exercise, the State remaining, in the mean
time, exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without
and convulsions within. '

"
He has endeavoured to prevent the popu1ation of these

States, for that purpose obstructincr the laws for naturaliza-
tion of foreigners, refusing to pass" others to encourage their
migrations bither, and raising the conditions of new appro-
priations of land.

.

. "~e has obstructed the administration of justice, by refl!-
smg his assent to laws for establishing judiciary powers.

" He has made judges dependent on his will alone for the
tenUl:eof their offices)and the amount and payment of their
salarIes.

"He has ere'cted a multitude of new offices, and sent
hither swarms of officers, to harass our people and eat out
their substance.

".He ~as kept among us, in times of peace, standing
armieS, wIthout the consent of ollr Legislatures.

" He "hasaffected to render the military independent of
and superiour to, the civil power. '

" He has combined with others to subject us to a juris-
diction foreign to our constitution and unacknowledged by
ou~ laws, giving his assent to their acts of pretended legis-
latIOn:

:?'or quarter~ng large bodies of arm~d troops among us:
For protectmg t.hem, by a mock trial, from punishment

for any murders whIch they shou1d commit on the inhab-
itants of these States:

L.
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"For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world:
"For imp()sing~taxeson us without our consent:
"For depriving us, in many cases, of the oenefits of !rial

by jury: "

" .For transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pretended
offences: '

"For abolishing the free system of English laws in a
neighbouring Province, establishing,therein an arbitrary ~ov-
ernment and enlarging its boundaries, so as to render It at
Once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same
absolute rule into these Colonies:

" For taking away ?ur charters, abolishing our most val-
uable laws, and altermg, fundarnentally, the forms of our
Governments:

"For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring
themselves invested with powet. to legislate for us in aJi
cases whatsoever.

"He has abdicated Government here by declaring us out.of his protection, and waging war against us.

" He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt
our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.

" He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign
mercenaries to complete the works of death, desolation, and
tyranny, already begun with circumstances of cruelty and
perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and
totaJly unworthy the head of a civilized nation.

" He has constrained our fellow-citizens, taken captive pn
the hi<rhseas, to bear arms against their country, to become
the e~ecutioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall
themselves by their hands.

" He has excited domestick insurrections amongst us, and
has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers
the merciless Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare
is an undistinguished destruction of aJi ages, sexes, and con-
ditions.

" In every stage of these oppressions we have petit~~ned
for redress in the most humble terms; our repeated petltu;ms
have been answered only by repeated injury.

"
A Prince whose character is thus marked by every act

which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free
people.' . .

" Nor have we been wantin<rin attentions to our BrztlSh
brethren. We have warned ~hem, from time to time, of
attempts by their Legislature to ex~end an unwarranta~le
jurisdiction over us. We have remmded them of the cIr-
cumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We
have appealed to their native jus,tice and magnanimi~y, and
we have conjured them, ?y the lI,esof our c?m~on k1l1,dred,
to disavow these usurpations, whIch would mevltably inter-
rupt our connections and correspondence. Tbey, too, have
been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We
must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity which denounces
our separation, and hold them, as ,we hold the rest of man-
kind enemies in war, in peace, frIends.

"
We therefore the Re pres'entatives of the United States

" I ]
'of America in General Congress assemb ed, appea mg to

the Suprem~ Judge of the world for the re?titude of our
intentions, do, in the name and by the authority of the good
people of thepe Colonies, solemn]y,Publish and dec.lare, that
these United Colonies are, and of tIght out to be, FREE AND
INDEPENDENTST.TES; that they are absolved from all alle-
giance to the British Crown, and that all P?li~ic~1connection
between them and the State of Great Brztam IS,and ought
to be, totally dissolved; and that, as free and independent
States, they have full power to levy war, conclude peace,
contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other
acts and things which independent States 'may of right do.
And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance
on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge
to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred hon-
our.

., Sj<rnedby order and in behalf of the Congress:
<:>" Attest: JOHN HANCOCK, President.

"CHARLES THOMSON,Secretary."

"
IN CONGRESS,July 4th, 1776.-0rdered, That the De-

claration be authenticated and printed.
"That the Committee who brought in the Declaration

be ordered to correct the press.
,

"That copies of the Declaration b~ sent to the several
Ass~mblies, Conventions, and Council~of Safety, and to the

=

several Commanding Officers of the Continent aJ troops, that
it be proclaimed in each of the United States and at the
head of the Army."

" July 5.-Resolved, That a Chaplain be appointed t.o
each Re<riment in the Continental Army, and that theIr
allowanc; be increased to thirty-three Dollars and one.third
of a Dollar a month.

" Extracts from the Minutes:
"CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary."

Letter from the Delegates of this State in the Continental
Congress to his Excellency the President, dated

"Philadelphia, 25th July, 1776.

"
SIR: Immediately upon the receipt of your letter we

applied to Congress for permission to order the East-India
tea now in your stores to be sold, and to direct the produc~
thereof to be carried into the Colony Treasury, to be appro-
priated in sucb manner as your Assembly should judge right.
In consequence of this application, a debate of some length
ensued, in which the House indicated a strong inclination to
lay their hands upon the profits which should arise from tbe
sale, either for the use of the Continent at large, or to be
carried into a fund to reimburse those Colonies whose prop-
erty should be seized in England. There appeared neither
reason nor justice in tbese measures, and we endeavoured to
obviate the objections which were made to the application,
and to answer the arguments which had been advanced
a<rainst it. We observed that tbis property sbould be looked
upon as belonging to tbe King of Great Britain, and not to
the East-If/dia Company, as the latter had been divested of
it both by the seizure which the custom-house officers had
made of it and by the indemnification of. the Parliament;
that the Congress had therefore no more right to apply this
tea to the us~ of the Continent at large, than they had to
dispose of the cal1non in our forts or the Crown lands within
the limits of the Colony; but that if it was the East-India
Company's property, they had occasioned such an expense
to the State of Carolina as to justify them fuJly in the
seizUl'es; that it would be repugnant to the principles of
justice to insist that this tea should be sold for the benefit of
those whose pl'OpE'rtyhadbeen or might be seized inEngland,
in exclusion of those whose property had been seized in
America, and that it would be impracticable to bring every
species of loss into one common account; that the seizure of
property had been a common misfortune, of which, as well
as of publick expenses, we have had our full proportion, and
that, therefore, it would be injurious to our State not to be
permitted to make use of the ad vantage in this instance
which the posse~sionQf the tea had given. It was confessed
that we had a right to sell it if we cbose, and apply the
profits as we plea~ed; but as we had asked the opinion of
the House upon the subject, we should now be governed by
the disposition which they should think proper to make, and
that they !>hould take time to consider of it. The Delegates
bein<r by this time fully convinced that there were many in
the House who wished to dispose of it in a manner injurious

to the interest and the right of OUf State, agreed to withdraw
the motion, for which tbey obtained the leave of Congress;
and we now, with one voice, advise you to recommend to
your Assembly immediately to sell the .same and apply the
profits thereof to Colonial purposes. Indeed, we were not
a little surprised at your requesting us to lay tbe same before
Con<rress, and we bope that you will determine for yourselves
in fu~ure in all cases where the concern is of a Provincial
and not of a Continental nature,

"Weare, with regard, your ExceJlency's most obedient,

humble servants,
"THOMAS LYNCH, THOMAS HEYWARD, Jun.,
"EDWARD RUTLEDGE, THO~IAS LYNCH, Jun."
"ARTHUR MIDDLETON,

"Philadelphia, 24th July, 1776.

"
SIR: The Congress being of opinion that the service of

the United States will be promoted by taking into pay a
number of troops in tbe State of South-Carolina, who are
to act either as Infantry 01' Light-Horse, as occasion may
require, have come to the enclosed resolves, which 1 do my-

. self the honour of transmitting in obedience to their com-
mands. In consideration that these troops will go through
more than ordinary duty and be put to greater expense than
others, the Congress ha ~'e augmented their pay in propor-
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tion. I have delivered blank commissions to the Delegates
of your State.

"With most hearty and sincere wishes for your health
and happiness and the prosperity of the State over which
you preside, I have the honour to be, with great, respect,
)'OU['most obedient and very humble servant,

"JOHN HANCOCK,President.

"The Honourable John Rutledge, Esq., Governour of
Soath- Carolina."

"IN CONGRESS,July 24th, 1776.-Resolved, That the
Regiment of Rangers now in the pay of the State of South-
Carolina be placed upon Continental establishment, and
that it consist of a Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant, a Major,
ten Captains, twenty Lieutenants, a Surgeon, a Paymaster,
twenty Sergeanis, and five hundred Privates.

"That the pay of the Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant
be the same as a Colonel of foot; a Major, that of a Lieuten-
ant-Colonel; a Captain, that of a Major; and the Lieuten-
ants, that of a Cqptain; and Sergeants, that of Ensigns of
foot of the Continental forces; that the Surgeon be allowed
thirty-three and one-third dollars per month; the Pay-
master, twenty-six and two-thirds; and the Privates, twel ve
and an half dollars per month, to provide themselves with
borses, guns, and provisions for themselves and horses.

" That the said Rangers be liaule to act on horseback or
foot as occasion may require.

"
That the like number of Rangers be raised in the State

of Georgia, and put upon Continental establishment.

" That tbese be entitled to the same pay and subject to
the same duties as the Carolina Rangers.

"That the Rangers raised in the State of South-Carolina
be subject to the articles formed by the Convention of that
State lor the government of the forces raised therein.

"
By order of Congl'ess :

.
"JoHN HANCOCK,President."

to the Resolution and recommendation' of the Continental
Congress, of the 14th of ltlarch, 1776, for disarming all per-
sons notoriously disaffected to the cause of Amenca, or who
have not associated, and shall refuse to associate, to defend
by arms these United Colonies against tbe hostile attempts
of the British Fleets and Armies, and to dispose of such
arms; and that Mr. Ward, Mr. Stobo, and Mr. Ralph Izard,
do prepare and bring in the same.

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to revise the
present Militia Law, and to bring in a Bill for tOe better
regulation of the Militia.

Ordered, That Colonel Gervais, Major lIicks, Colonel
Pinckney, Mr. Attorney-General, Captain Vanderhorst,
Captain Roger Smith, Captain For!.{artie, Captain Stone,
Captain Bnyamin Waring, Captaio Withers, Captain Wil-
liam Skirving, Captain Eveleigh, Captain Leger, Captain
De §Iaussure, Honourable Mr. Justice Matthews, MI'. Philip
Smith, and Mr. Cantey, be a Committee for the above
purpose.

Colonel Gervais reported, that Mr. Izard and himself had
waited on the President, and delivered the Message they
had in charge, and that his Excellency was pleased to say
he would receive this House to present their Address in the
Council-Chamber to-morrow morning, ten' of the clock.

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning,
nine of the clock.

Saturday, the 21st day of September, 1776,

The House met according to arljournment. Rearl the
Journal of yesterday's proceedings.

Colonel Garden, Mr. William Moore, Mr. John Williams,
and Mr. Anthony White, took the oath prescribed by the
Constitution, and their seats as Members of this House.

A Petition of Edward Fenwick, Esq., was presented to
"IN CONGRESS,July 24th, 1776.-Resolved, That all the the House, and read in the words following:

Resolutio,Dsof this. Congresspassedon the ~3d day of April" That John Stuart, Esq., late of this State, by letter
last, relatmg to Ships and other Vessels, theil' tackle, apparel, date-d the 23d day of December, ]775, did direct his at-
and, [ul'I1iture,a.nd a~1goods" ware~, and merchandise.' b,e- torney, Robert Balingall, to remove twenty of such negroes
longmg to any ~nhabltant or II1habnant,sof Great Brztam, frot)) his p1antation at jtIaple Cane, to plant on your peti-
taken on the IlIgh seas, o~ between high and ro~v water tioner's lands at Ashepoo, as he, the said. Mr. Balingal',
mark, be extende? to all slups and other vessels, their tackle, shO\~]djudge best, and did also direct Mr, Charles Shaw, by
apparel, and furmture, and all goods, wares, and mercban- a letter of the same date, to put your petitioner in possession
dise, belonging to.any subject or subjects of the sai,d King, of ten more neg-roesfrom the plantation on Lady's Island;
e~cept the inhalntants of the Bermudas and ProVidence or that the said Mr. Stuart, by a letter at the same time to
Bahama Islands. your petitioner, acquainting him therewith, and that he in-

" By order of Congress: tended them as a part of the portion he meant to give
"JOHN HANCOCK,President." your petitioner with his daughter; that these letters lay a

The House thereupon came to the foliowinlTResolutions considerable ti~e in tbe. po~t-officeat Georg~a, and ne~er
to wit: . b , came to hand t!1Isome time m ltIay ~ast, prevl~s to whl?h

Resolved, That this House do acquiesce in the Resolves the then Colomal Congress had appOl,nted certam ?ommlt-
f tl C t

.
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thereof; that your petitIOner ISadvised that the crops of the
(Jrde~e,d,That a~ Ordll1anceb~ brought111for makll1g said Mr. Stuart are legally as much liable to be attached

!he provIsIOnsaforesaId, a~d for settlmg the manner o.f order- and sold as any other part of his estate, and as they are of a
II1g General Courts-Martl~l; and that Colonel Pm~kne!j, perishable nature, your petitioner therefore also prays that
Colonel Motte, and Captam Scott, do prepare and bring m your honourable House would be pleased to issue your
the same. - further orders to the respective Committees commanrling

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in an Ordinance them to restore the said crops to your petitioner, in order
for a}) ll0inting Commissioners to sell the Tea now in the that they in the first instance may be sold for payment of.

d r"
.

cellars under the Exchange, and to lodge the money arising the debts already sue 101'.

fi'om sl1~h sale in the Treasury of the SUite; and that Col- Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to the con-
onel Pmc7cntfh M;. Attorney-General, and Mr. HTard, do sideration of a Committee; and that they do. examine the
prepare and brmg 111the same. matter thereof, and report the same, as it shall appear to

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a Bill pursuant them, to tbe House. .

FIFTH SERlES.- VOL. 111.2
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And it is reff'rred to the Honol1l'able Mr. Lo]»ndes, MI'.
Cantey, and Captain 'l'mpier.

Message from the P.'esident by the Clerk of the Legisla-
tive Council:

"Mr. SPF.AKER: The Presidl'nt is now in the Council
Chamber, ready to receive the HOllse with their Address."

Aild then the Messenger withdrew.

Ordered, That Mr. Speak!'r do sign the engrossed
Address to be presented to the President.

Then MI'. Speaker, with the House, attended his Excel-
lency ill the Council Chamber; and being returned, l\h.
Speakt'r repOl'ted that he, Wilh the House, having attended
the President ill the Council Chamber with their Address
in answer to his Speech, his Excellency had been pleased
to reply in the following words:

" Mr. SPEAKER ANDGENTLEMEN: This most honourable
reward cannot fail to make the deepest impression upon
generous minds. It will increase, the laudable ambition of
those on whom it is conferred, and excite others to emulate
tbat fame which they have acquired. May the happiest
consequences be deriv.ed to the United St?tes from the
independence of Amerzca, wbo could no! obtain ev~n p~a:e,
Jiberty, and safety by any other means. .Your dlSp~sltlon
and assurances afford a confident expectation that thIs ses-
sion will be usefully employed.

"JOHN RUTLEDGE.

"21st September, 1776."

Ordered, That. his Excellency's Sp~ech, delivered to
both Houses the Address of this House In answer thereto,
and his Exc~llency's Reply, be forthwith printed and made
publick.

Message to the President:

"MAY IT PLEASE YOUREXCELLENCY: This House being
informed that a number of wagons, laden with woolens and
other merchandise, tbe property of John Mitchell, of Mel-
drum in the Parish of St. David, are now on their way
from Philadelphia to this State, having the infection of tbe
small~pox among some of the dri\'ers or passcngel'S, request
that your Excel1ency win be pleased to give immediate
directions to the District Committee of the said Parish to
take e,'ery necessary precaution and use every means in
their power to prevent the infec~ion, fi'om spread in&" by
causing all persons and merchandise lOfected therewith to
be carried to some distant place from the settlements, and
to place a proper guard thereon till such time as they shall
be fulJy satisfied that no infection remains, or to pursue any
Qther mode that they shall think most proper. That yom'
Excellency may see the necessity for pursuing the above
measures, we herewith send you a copy of the report, as
agreed to by the House, in consequence of the foregoing
information."

Ordered, That the Message be engrossed, and that Mr.
Speaker do sign the same.

Ordered, That Mr. Pegues and Major Hicks do carry
the Message to the President.

Messa"6e from the President, by the Clerk of the Legisla-
tive Council:

"Mr. ~PEAKER ANDGENTLEMEN: On considering Cap-
tain Lampriere's letter berewith sent, and other representa-
tions respecting the ship P1'Osper, it was thought expedient
at the time of the late ilwasion to apply her guns to the use of
some of the batteries, and put her Ollt of the way of danger.
In my opinion it will be most for the puhlick advantage to
sell her or emp10y her in trade; but I think myself not
authorized to do so. You will therefore judge in what
manner it will be be.>t to dispose of her. The appointing
Commissioners to sllperintend the naval affairs of this State
would, I hope, place them upon a better footing than the
present. I. therefore recommend it as a matter worthy of
your attentIOn.

"JOHN RUTLEDGE.

"21st September, 17i6." .

Read Captain Lampricre's Letter, which accompanied
the Message, dated the 28th May last; which Letter is
preserved among the papers of the present session.

Upon motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed
to examine the publick Treasury Accounts, and report to.the Hou$e an ex-act and circumstantial account of the state

of the Treasury, what slims have been issued, and ror what
particular services, arranging under distinct heads the. par.
ticula.' services for which the moneys have been expl~Jl(led.

Ordered, That Mr. Nwfville, the Honourable Mr.
Edwards, MI'. Josialt Smith, Junior, Captain Roger Smith,
Mr. Corbett, Mr. Jones, and Mr, Webb,'be a Committee
for the above.purpose.

Co10nel Pinckney presented to the House, according to
order, an Ordinance for appointing Commissioners for selling
certain East-India Teas illiported into this State /i'om Great
Brit(cin, and for applying the moneys arising therefrom to
the use of the said State.

And the same was received and read the first time.
Resolved, That "the Ordinance be read a second lime.
And the same being read accordingly,
Ordered, That the Ordinance be sent to the Legislative

Council.
Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Justice Matthe1vs

and Mr. Middleton do carry the same to the Legislative
Conncil.

. ,

The House being informed that Captain Joseplt Turpin,
commander of tbe armed Brigantine Comet, belonging to
this State, is absent and gone to Georgia without leave,

Ordered, That Captain Turpin's Letter of the 16th
instant, addressed to this House, laid before them on the
17th instant, and then ordered to lie on the table, be now
read. -

And the same being read accordingly, is as followeth:

"HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN: Having had the honour to
serve in your Navy with some reputation, think it my duty
to acquaint you before I quit that service, with my reasons
for so doing. The Navy of England have ever been invin.;.
cible, and from no otber cause than the great encouragement
they gi~-e their officers and people, and the, wise and hon-
ourable footing they are set on. All prizes taken from their
enernips are divided into eighths in the following manner:
Three-eighths to the Captain, one to the Lieutenants, Mas-
tel' and officer of marines, if a Captain; one to the war-
ranted officers; one to the petty officers; and two to the
men before the mast. One of these two-eighths Geort(€
the Second gave to the seamen in the year 'forty, as ~n
encouragement. All ships of war, either King's ships or
privateers, taken from the enemy or destroyed, the King
allows ten pounds for each man and ten pounds for each
gun the enemy had on board. Captains of the Navy
serving under an Admiral gives up one of his three-eighths
to that officer. No other deductions are made whatever.
As to rank, all Post-Captainsrank with Colonels of horse
or foot in the land service; Commanders who have not
taken post, with Majors; and the Lieutenants of the fleet
with Captains of the Army. .

"To conclude, I humbly offer this plan for yoUI' perusal,
and on those terms shall be ready and proud of the honour
to serve you; and am, honourable gentlemen, your most
obedient and most humble servant,

"JosEPH TURPIN.
"Charles-Town, So'lith-Carolina, 16th September, 1776."

Resolved, That this House will, on :Monday next, ballot
for anothel' commander of the Brigantine Comet.

Upon motion, Resolved, That the armed Ship Prosper,
belonging to this State, be sold, and that the moneys to arise
fi'om such sale be deposited in the publick Treasury.

Ordered, That a copy of the above Resolve be sent to
the Legislati~'e Council for their concurrence.

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Justice Matthews
and MI'. Middleton do carry the Resolve to the Legislative
Council.

Ordered, That a Message be sent to. th~ President,
requesting that his Excellency will be pleased to give direc-
tions for tlle sale of the Ship Pro.yper,. her apparel and
furniture.

Message to the President:
"MAY IT PLEASEYOUREXCELI,ENCY: This House having

resolved that the armed ship Pmsper, belonginD' to this
State, with her apparel and furniture, be sold, and tI~e.money
arising by such sale lodged in the Treasury, request that
your Excel1ency will be pleased to give directions accord-
ingly."
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Ordered, That the Message be engrossed, and that 1\11'.
Speakpr do sign the same.

Ordfired, That the Honourable Mr. Edwards and Mr.
Chiffelle do wait on his Excellency with the said Message.

Mr. Pegues reported that Major Hicks and himself half
delivered the Message they had in charge to the President.

l\fr. Dupont reported from the Commissioners appointed
by an Ordinance passed 9th of April last to take a state
of the Treasury, and to settle the Accounts of the late
Powdel' Receiver; and he read the Report in his place, and
afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's. table, where the
same was read.

Upon a doubt expn~ssed by the said Commissioners in
respect to settling with the late Powder Receiver; .

Ordfired, That the Report be recommitted; and that the
Commissioners lie authorized to select and accep't from the
late Powder Receiver such bonds as they shall approve of
foi' the balance of moneys due from him to the publick of
this State, and to procure from the obligors in such bonds in
lieu thereof bonds payable to the present Commissioners of
the Treasury for the use of the State j and that they do

. report their proceedings thereon additional to the report

recommitted to this House.

The Honourable Mr. EdU'ards reported that Mr. ltIid-
dleton and himself had delivered the Message they had in
charge to the President.

Resolved, That the Commissioners of the. Treasury be
authorized and required to receive payment of the Bonds
payable to tbe King, and notes payable to the late Joint
Pub]ick Treasurers men,tioned in tbe foregoing Report, or in
lieu thereof to take new bonds, payable to the said Com-
missioners for the use of this Slate.

Ordered, That the Commissioners of the Treasury be
immediately served with a copy of the above Resolve.

Order,ed, That leave be given to bring in a bill for
appointing Commissioners to superintend and direct the
Naval affairs of this State, and tllat the Honourable MI'.
Edwards, Captain Roger Smith, Mr. Corbett, Mr. Neuf-
ville, and Mr. rVard, be a Commiuee to prepare and bring
in the same.

. And the HOllseadjollr~edtill ~Uondaymorning,nine of
the clock.

.

Monday, the 23d day of September, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment. Read tbe
Journal of last Saturday's proceedings.

Ordered, That Colonel Gen.ais, Mr. Loocock, the Rev-
erend Mr. Tennent, Mr. JJIoore, Mr. John Williams, Mr.
Robinson, Major Hicks, Mr. Pegues, Mr. John Caldwell
of St. .Matthews, Mr. Cantey, and Mr. Harrington, be a
Committee to consider and report to the House proper
places of election and the names of persons proper to receive
votes and make returns in the different Districts where tbere
are no Churches or Church-Wardens, and that the said
Committee~ do sit upon that business without loss of time.

The Honourable Mr. JJIatltews reported, that MI'. ltlid-
dleton and himself had delivered the Ordinance, and also
the Message they had in charge, to the Legislative Courlcil.

Ordered, Th;t the order of the day, to ballot for another
command",r of the Brigantine Comet, be discharged.

Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to receive the
names of persons desirous or proper to. be appointed to the
cOlnmand of the Brigantine Comet; that they do sit forthwith
for that purpose, and give publick notice thereof:

Ordered, That the Honom.able Mr. Edwards, Mr. Cor-
bett, Mr. Hall, Mr. Chiffelle, and Mr. Ward, be a Com-
mittee for the above purpose.

Ordered, That Colonel Garden, Mr. Harrinrrton, Cap-
tain Singleton, Captain Wltite, and Captain ~laham, be
added to the Coml~ittee for revising the present Militia Law,
and to bring in a oill for the better regulation of the Militia.

Message fmm the Legislative CQuncil, by their Clerk:
"Mr. SPEAKER: The Legislative Council have read

twice the Ordinance for appointing Commissioners for sellinO"
certain East-India teas, imported from Great Britain int~
this State, and for applying the moneys arising therefi'Om to
the use of the said State.'~

And then the Messenger withdrew.

Resolved, That the said Ordinance be now read a third
time; and the same being read accordingly,

Resolved, That the Ordinance do pass.
Ordered, That MI'. Ward and Captain iUcQueen do

carry the Ordinance to the Legislative Council.

Message fi'om the President, by the Clerk of the Legis-
lative Council:

'
"MI'. SPEAKER ANDGENTLEMEN: Colonel Powel having

represented the necessity of .a stockade fort at the Cheraw
Hill, I gave him directions some time ago (by advice of
the Privy Council) to have one built there; but oil receiving
from him the petitions and estimate herewith laid before
you, some of which petitions prayed that it might he built
at that place, and others at Long-Bluff; and being in-
formed by several inhabitants of St. David's Parish, that a
fort at either of those p]aces was altogether unnecessary, I
thought it proper (the time of yom. meeting being then not
very distant) to suspend the matter till I could have your
opinion respecting it, and I now refer this subject to your
consideration.

" J ROHN DTLEDGE.
"23d September, 1776."
And then the Messenger wirhdrew.
Read the Petitions referred to in the Message, which,

with the estimate, are preserved among the other' papers pf
the present se~sions.

.

Ordered, That the Message, with the papers accompa-
nying the same, be referred to a Committee.

And they are referred to Mr. Harrington, Major Hicks,
Mr. Pegues, Captain Withers, Captain WAite, Mr. Young,
and Captain Trapier.

Ordered, That Captain Tucker have leave of absence
from the service of this House.

Upon motion, Resolved, That Mr. Speakerbe desired to
write to the De]egates of this State in the Continental Con-
gress, that they will cause this House to be furnished with
a complete copy of the Journals of the PJ'OcecdinO"sof the
said Congress, lor the LIseof this State. . "

And then the HOllse adjourned till to-morrow mom;[w,
nine of the clock.

b

Tuesday, the 24th day of September, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment. Read the
Journal of yesterday's proceeding.

Mr. Joseph Palmer, Captain Samuel Wise, and Mr.
Daniel Ravenell, took the oath prescribed by the Constitu-
tion, and their seats as membersof this House.

Mr. Jonathan Scott,' tbe returning officerof the electjon
for the Parish of Christ Church" attended accordinO" to
order, and being c~lled.in, amended the Return, by r~ing
tbe name of Lem DU1'ant, Esq., and inserting, instead
thereof, the name of William Scott, Jun., Esquire. ~

The Honourable Mr. Lowndes reported frQm the Com-
.

mittee to whom the Petition Qf Edward :Fenwick, Esquire,
was referrep j and he read the Report in his place, and after-
wards delivere? it in at the Clerk's table, where the same
was read, and IS as followeth: .

" TI.lat in Septem.ber last, as Mr. Fenwick informed your
CommIttee, he recen'ed a letter from Mr. Stuart informirJO'
him that he had sent for an inventory of his slav~s in orde~
to enablehim the better to judge what part he w~uldallot
to Mr. Fenwick, in part of his lady's portion j which Jelter
is mislaid. That Mr. Fenwick produced a letter, dated
Q3d December, from Mr. Stuart, directed to Mr. Balinrrall
wherein he tells 1\11'.Balillgall, that 'jf it js aO"reeabletohim'
he leaves itto him to move twenty of his harids from Mapl;
Cane to l\fJ-. Fenwick's plantation at Asltcpoo; and that
he (Mr. Stuart) proposed, also, to oive orders to 1\11'

Charles Shaw to remoye , t~n more f~om. Lady's Island;
so as to be at MJ. Fenwlck s In February followinO". That
Mr. lcnwick informed the Committee that Mr. 51taw did
in consequence, receive such directions from MI'. .$'tuar;
concerning the ten ne¥roes t? be removed from Lady's
Island; that Mr. Shaw IS now III town, and althoullb he has
not the letl~r to produce, he is willing to make o~th to the
p~rpor~ of It as above. . (M:. Shaw appearing before the
CommIttee, confirmed this artIcle.) That Mr. Fenwick in-
formed the Committee, that he also had received a letter

'*'



23 SOUTH-CAROLINA ASSEMBLY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1776. 24

from Mr. Stuart, acquainting him th'}t he had wrote letters
to Mr. Balingall and Shaw, to the above purpose. That
the letter was detained in the post-offiee at Geor~ia a con-
siderable time, and laken up (opened) by Mr. Rose, who
brought it to Mr. Fenwick in May last; that Mr. Fenwick, in
consequence, went up to Mr. Balingall, who acknowledged
tbe receipt of Mr. Stuart's letters, but informed Mr. Fenwick
that the effects of Mr. Stuart were taken OUtof his hands
by order of the Congress, otherwise he would have c,omplied
with Mr. Stuart's directions. Shaw also declared to Mr.
Fenwick, that he would have delivered up the ten negroes
mentioned in' his letter, had Mr. Stuart's effects remained
in his custody. That Mr. Fenwick has no bill of sale, or
,)ther instrument of writing, transferring the said slaves to
him, but is assUt'ed,from the letter received fromMr. Stuart,
first referred to, that it was Mr. Stuart's intention to have
given him those slaves as part of his wife's portion, and that
the orders gi~'ento Mr. Balingall, he considersas an evidence
of such his intention. That Mr. Fenwick informed the
Committee that there are now brought to Charles-Town,
seized on attachment, ten of tbe slaves belonO"inO"to Mr.

> 7I'li " "Stuart, from it aple Cane, besides a considerable number
already sold. That the Cl'Opnow on the ground must be
lost for want of negroes to harvest the crop. That if the
crop of the last year, lying on hand, together with the indico
made the present year, were put into his hands, he could,
by the proceeds thereof, payoff the attachments on which
the negroes were seized, and redeem the negl'Oes now in the
custody of the Sheriff, which would afford them the means
of saving some part of the crop on the ground, which must
now inevitably be lost. That he will give security to apply
the effects put into his hands solely to the payment of the
just debts of MI'. Stuart, and account with any person the
House will appoint, for the residue of the sales. That on
the above state off acts, which Mr. Fenwick is ready to attest
upon oath, the Committee are of opinion, that it appears to

~ have been the intentionof Mr. Stuart to have given to Mr.
Fenwick, his son-in-law, thirty negroes, in part of his wife's
portion. But inasmuch as there is no deed or regular trans-
fer for that purpose from MI'. Stuart, obligatory upon him,
the Committee' are of opinion that the presumption arising
fi'om the letters wrote by Mr. Stuart, is not suffieient in law
to vest the property of the said slaves absolutely in ,Mr. Fen-
wick. But as it is clear and evident, by the directions O'iven
to Balingall and Slww, that Mr. Stuart intended atleast
to give to Mr. Fenwick the temporary use and service of
thirty slaves, ~o work on his plantation at Ashepoo, and that
those persons would have put MI'. Fenwick into the quiet
possession of. them if. they had not been prevented by
the orders of the Congress, which dispossessed them of the
power over Mr. Stuart's effects, the Committee recommend
that Mr. Fenwick may now take the liberty of availinO"'
himself of the temporary use of the said slaves, and that
MI'. Balingall and Mr. Shaw may be permitted to deliver
over to him the said negroes, or such part thereof as are in
their power, agreeable to Mr. Stuart's directions, Mr. Fen-
wick holding himself answerable for the said ne~roes, and
obliged to deliver dIem whenever thereunto requil'ed by the
resolution of this House. That the Committee are of opinion
it would be detrimental and grievous to sell the negroes of
Mr, Stuart for the payment of his debts, while there is a
sufficient value in perishable commodity for that purpose on
hand, the more especially as this present crop in the gl'Ound
would thereby be totally lost. The Committee, therefore,
further recommend, that Mr. Fenwick be permitted to take in
his possession the rice and indico belonging to MI'. Stuart,
dispose of the same, and appJy the proceeds to the payment
of the just and legal debts of MI'. Stuart, holding the residue,
if any there is, in his hands, subject to the disposal of this
House, and that Mr. Fenwick lodge in the hands of the
Commissioners of the Treasury a faithful and exact account,
attested on oath, of such sale and payments."

Ordered, That the said Report be taken into consideration
on to-morrow. '

William Scott, Jun., Esquire, took the oath prescribed
by the Constitution, and his seat as a member for the Parish
of Christ Church.

A Petition of William Hart, Esq., was presented to tbe
House and read, in the words following:

"That a part of the land on which the troops lately

e.ncamped at JIaddrefs Point is the property of your peti-
tIOner. That they had while there totally destroyed a field
of corn and other provisions, a large garden with a great
number of choice fruit-trees, and burnt and destroyed all his
fences, and othet'wise injured him. Your petitioner hurnbJy
hopes that you will take his case into consideration and
grant him such relief as to you in your wisdom shall ~eem
meet."

Ordered, That the Petition be re~ITed to the considf:ra-
tion of a Committee.

And it. is ~eferr~~ to Mr. Capers, Captain Vanderhorst"
MI'. BcnJomzn Elhott, Mr. John Boone, and Mr. William
Scott, Junior.

Mr. Corbett reported fium the Commissioners appointed
by the late Congress to purchase materials for, and superin-
~end. the making of Gunpowder. And he read the Report
m hJS place, and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's
table, where the same was read, and is as followeth:

"That they did employ fVilliam Bartey, a man skilled
in the art of making gunpowder. That they have allowed
him twenty shillings currency per pound for all the gun-
powder that he produced out or the materials with which the
Commissioners furnished him with, clJarO"inlrhim with those.

I T
. b

"mate~1as. hat they have worked up into gunpowder all
the mtre they have received or could procure, which is as
fol!ows: two hundred pounds from Mr. John Ncufville,
paid for by t\je Trea,sury; one hundred and forty-eight and
a half from Mr. Daniel De Saussure, paid for by the
Treasury;-three hundred and forty-eight aDd a half; one
hundred and thirty, the Commissioners bouoht in Charles-
Town and paid for-in all, four hundred and seventy-eight
an~ a half pounds of nitre; from which they have made, and
dehvered to the Gunpowder Receiver and officers of the
Army, (per re~eipt for the same,) six hundred and twenty-
five poundsweightof gunpowder. That the Commissioners
have also received a cask of brimstone fl'OmMI'. Neufville,
a~d ~wo casks from Mr. De SausSltre, paid for by the Com-
mISSIonersof the Treasury, and two thousand nine hundred
and five pounds of brimstone which the Commissioners fOr
Gunp?wder bought and have paid for in Charles-Town, out
of wluch they have used only seventy pounds, Mr. Bartey
having brimstone of his own, which lJe furnished i}1 the
making of gunpowder. Part of the brimstone is lod~ed in
the publicI. magazine, by order of the late Council orSafety,
the rest Mr. Calvert is OI'deredto put into the Arsenal.

"The expenses attending this business are'charged in an
account delivered herewith, on which there is a balance due
to the Commissioners of one hundred and eiD'hteenpounds
thirteen shillings and four pence currency." "

The Accounts referred to, being likewise read,
Ordered, That tbe Commissioners of the Treasurv do

pay to Mr. Thomas Corbett and the Reverend Mr. Wi{-
limn Tennent, Commissioners for purchasing materials for
and to superintend the making of Gunpowder, a balance of
one hundred and eighteen pounds thirteen shillings and.
four pence, which appears to be due to them on that
account.

MI'. Loocock reported fl'Omthe Committee to consider
of and-report pl'Operplaces of Election, and proper persons
to receive the vote of Electors, and make returns thereof,
in such Districts where they are not already appointed. And
he read the Report in his place, and afterwards delivered it
in at tbe Clerk's table, where tbe same was read, and is as
followeth:

" That the eleclion for the District between Sav{mnali
river and the north fork of Edisto should be held at Kelley's
old Cowpen, and the Commissioners be George Robinson,
John Collins, John Sally, Esquires, Messrs. Henry Peoples
and William Robinson, or anyone or more of them. That
the Committee find the places already fixed in every Parish
and District within this State, except the above, and also
Church Wardens or Commissioners accommodated to each
place of election; and that the Committee, apprehendinO"a1\
01' most of the Commissioners for the Spartan or Upper
District may be absent at the time of the next election,
recommend that Lieuten'ant.Colonel Wofford and Mr. John
Nuccol$ may be added to the same."

Resolved, T.hat the Report be taken into consideration
immediately,
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And the same being taken into consideration accordingly,
Resolvpd, That this House do agree with the Report of

the Committee.

Upon motion, Resolved, That in all such Districts
throughout this State where Commissioners are appointed
to attend and receive votes for electing members of the
General Assembly, and to make returns of such ejections,
anyone or more of the said Commissioners shall be sufficient
for those purposes.

Ordered, That the Resolves of this House, of the lIth
of April last, on the above subject, together with ihe fore-
going, be forthwith printed and sent to the several Districts.

Captain 1tIcQueen reported that Mr. Ward and himself
had delivered the Ordinance they had in charge to the
Legislative Council.

The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought from that

House an Ordinance for appointing Commissioners for seil-
ing certain East-India Teas, imported from Great Britain
into this State, and for applying the moneys arising there-
from to the use of the said State, and read a third time in
the Legislative Council.

Ordered, That the Ordinance be engrossed.

Mr. Ward presented to the House, according to order, an
Ordinance for disarming persons notOl'iously disaffected to
the cause of America, or who shall not associate and shall

refuse to associate to defend by arms the United States of
America, and the State of South-Carolina in particular,
against the hostile attempts of rhe British Fleets and Armies.
And the same was received and read the first time.

Resolved, That the Ordinance be read a second time
to-morrow.

A copy of the Presentments of the Grand Jurors at a
Court of Oyer and Terminer, Assize and General Delivery;
begun and holden' at Ninety-Six, for the. District of Ninety-
Six, on Thursday, the 30th of itIay, 1776, was presented
to the House and read, with the orders of the Court there-
upon, directing the following to be laid before the Legisla-
ture, viz: First, the want of places of publick worship and
for schools. Second, the want of a proper vagrant law.
Third, . that writs are issuable from and returnable to
Charles- Town only, and that the records are not kept in
the different Districts. Fourth, the want of provision for many
poor and indigentpersons; and recommendthat the Com-
mittees in the different Districts where there are no Parishes
be empowered to assess for tbat purpose. Fifth, the want
of publick roads through the Province in general, and the
bad repair in which several are kept, and particularly the
want of a road to lead from the upper parts of Savannah
River, Rocky River, and Little River, heading the south fork
of Edisto, and Saltcatchee or Salcatchee Rivers, to Hort's
Ferry 011Edisto River, and from thence to Slann's Bridge.

Ordered, That the said Presentments do lie on the table
for the perusal of the members.

Ordered, That MI'. Bacot and Mr. Theodore Gaillard,
Jun., be added to the Committee appointed on the 21st
instant to examine the publick Treasury Accounts, and
report to the House an exact and circumstantial account
of the state of tl1e Treasury, what sums have been issued,
and for what particular services, arMlllging under distinct
heads the particular services for which the moneys have
been ex pended.

Resolved, That the House will proceed to the choice of
a Captain and commander of the Brigantine Comet to-
morrow morning, ten of the clock.

Ordered, That Colonel Pinckney and the Honourable
Mr. Justice Matthews do wait on the Legislative Council
to request their attendance in this House to-morrow moming,
ten of the clock, to join in balloting for a Captain and com-
mander of the Brigantine Comet.

Ana then the House adjoumed till to-morrow morning,
nine of the clock.

Wednesday, the 25th of September, L776.

The House met according to adjournment. Read the
Journal of yesterday's proceedings.

Jacob Richman, Henry Patrick, and Benjamin Screven,
Esquires, took the oath prescribed by the Constitution, and
their seats as members.

Ordered, Tliat Mr. Richman, Mr. Singleton, Mr. Moore,
Mr. Williams, Mr. Caldwell, Mr. Harrington, ~[r. Robin-
son, CQlonel Gervais, and Mr. Ward, be a Committee to
revisethelist of Magistrates, and report the names of persons
proper to be added thereto.

The order of the day being read, to take into consid'era-
tion the Report of the Committee to whom the Petiti(>ll of
Edward Fenwick, Esquire, was referred; and the Petition of
Edward Fenwick, Esquire, being aJso read, a Petition of
John Berwick, Esquire, was pl'esented to the House and
read, in the words following:

.

"That on or about the night of the 16th of July last,
while your petitioner was called from the caresof his private
concerns and bearing arms in Charles-Town, in defertceof
this State against the cruel invaders of its just rights and
privileges,an armedvessel,supposedto be that commanded
by Captain Osborn, commissioned by the Province of East-
Florida to cruise against the United States of America,
landed his men, and carried off by violence eight of his most
valuable slaves, compelling the overseer's wife to conduct
them to those houseswhere the best of his negroes were
known to reside, to the great injury of the estate of your
petitioner,-said slaves, together with a 103ssustained in his
crop,being, in the opinion of your petitioner, to the value of
seven thousand pounds currency, at a moderate computation.
Your petitioner also begs leave to represent to the House,
that he is well informed that John Moultrie, Esquire, Lieu-
tenant-Governom" of East-Florida, from whence the said
piratical cruiser was commissioned, and John Stuart, Esquire,
late Superintendent of Indian Affairs, are possessed of cer-
tain estates or other property within this State, and the said
John Moultrie and John Stuart, Esquires, having taken an
active part with our enemies against these United States,
your petitioner therefore, encouraged by some recent pre-
cedents in which individuals have been permitted to make
reprisals, and to indemnify themselves fOI' their losses,by .
seizing upon the property of the enemy within this State,
prays that the House would take the premises into consid-
eration, and enable your petitioner to attack and convert to
his own use so much of the property or effects of the said
John Moultrie or John Stuart, Esquires, or any other known
enemyof this State and of the liberties of America in gen-
eral, found within this State, as shall fully indemnify him
for his great losses, or that the House would be pleased to
grant your petitioner such other mode of redressas to their
wisdom may seem more fit and proper."

Ordered, That the Petition be referred to a COIpmittee.
And it is referred to the Honourable Mr. Lowndes, Cap-

tain Joiner, MI'. Berifamin Elliott, Mr. De Saussure, Mr.
Stobo, and Mr. Young.

Ordered, That the order of the day be discharged.
Ordered, That the consideration of the Report on Mr.

Fenwick's Petition be postponed till the Committee
appointed to consider Mr. Berwick's Petition shall have
reported thereupon.

Message from the President, by the Clerk of the Legisla-
tive Council :

"Mr. SPEAKER AND GENTLE~IEN: I_send you some
other Petitions,which have been lately presented to me,
relative to a Fort at the Cheraw-Hill.

"JOHN RUTLEDGE.
"25th September, 1776."
Read the Petitions referred to, which are preserved amon!T

the other papers of the session.
()

Ordered, That the Petitions be referred to the same
Committee to whom the President's Message of the 23d
instant, and other Petitions upon the same subject, were
referred.

It appearing to the House that Thomas Farr, Jun.,
Esquire, Clerk to the late Commons House of Assembly,
had, in pursuance of an order of the Council of Safety dated
24th of October last, removed the Joul'llals, Books and
other Papers belonging to the said House, to Dorchester,
and there delivered them to the Commissioners appointed
for tbat purpose; and taken tbeir receipt for the same,
which receipt was produced to the House:

Ordered, That Mr. Farr be discharged from any furhert
charge of the said.Journals, Books and Papers, and that the
same be taken into the care of the Clerk of tbis House.
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A member presented to the House a Certificate of an
Election for tbe District of Saxe-Gotha. And be read tbe
Certificate in bis place, and afterwards deliv~red it !n at
tbe Clerk's table, wbere tbe same was read, and IS as
follows:

"
South. Carolina, Saxe-Gotha District:

"
In pursuance of a letter from tbe Honourable Willl~am

Henry Drayton, informing the Committee for tbis District
that a writ of election was issued and sent up for a member
in tbe House of General Assembly, (though tbe said writ
never came to hand,) the electOI'S of Saxe-Gotha District
were duly sUQlmoned to meet at Congarees, on Friday, the
13th instant, for the purpose of electing a member for the
said District; and the said election having been held, it
appeared that tbe Honourable William Henry Drayton was
duly and unanimously elected to represent the said District
in the present General Assembly: Wbicb proceedings are
hereby certified and returned by us, the Co(nmissioners for
tbe District.

"
Signed the 22d day of September, 1776.

"
WILLIAM ARTHUR,

"JACOB FRIDAY,

"RALPH HUMPHREYS.

"To the Speaker of the General House of Assembly for
South- Carolina."

After some debate, a motion was made that Mr. Drayton
be called in to qualify.

And the question being put, tbe House divided; the yeas
went forth. Teller for the yeas, Mr. Attorney General-
32. Te])er for the noes, Honourable Mr, Lowndr.s-52.

So it passed in the negatire.
Hopson Pinckney, Esquire, took the oath prescribed by

the Constitution, and his seat in the House as a member for
the Parish of St. Thoma,y and St. Dennis.

Message from the President, by the Clerk of the Legis]a-
tive Council:

"Mr. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN: Colonel TVilliamson
lately desired my instructions with _ respect to teHing the men
engaged in the expedition against the Cherokees, that such
of those Indians as should be taken prisoners would become
slaves, and the property of the captors; which notion I find
prevailed in his camp, insomuch that an Indian womrm who
had been taken prisoner was sold as a sla\rc. I send you
an extract of my letter in answer to his on this subject;
and, aITreeable to my promise to him, recommend the giving
suitabJ~ encouragement to those who shall distinguish them-
selves in the war aITainst the Cherokees, which I doubt not
you will. I wish t~ be enabled to assUre Colonel William-
son soon with certainty what they may expect.

"JOHN RUTLEDGE.
"25th September, 1776."

Read the paper referred to, entit1ed " Extract of a Letter,
3d September, in answer to Colonel TFilliamson, of Augu.st
25th,"

Ordered, That the Message and Extract accompanying
the same, be referred to a Committee.

And it is referred to the Honourable Mr. Lowndes, the
Honourable Mr. Edwards, Colonel Gervais, Colonel Pinck-
ney, Mr. Neufville, Mr. Cantey, and Mr. John Tfaring.

Colonel Pinckney reported that the Honourable Mr.
Justice lUatthews and himself had, according to ordf'r,
waited upon the Legislatilre Conncil, to desire their attend-
ance in this House, in order to join in balloting for a Captain
and commander~in-chief of the Brigantine Comet.

The members of the honourable the Legislative Council
being introduced into this House accordingly, rhe memb.ers
of both Houses proceeded to ballot; and the baHots bell1g
reckoned, MI'. Speaker reported, that James Dog1wrty,
Esquire, was duly elected Captain and cOlllmander of the
BriITantine Comet.

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Edwards and Cap-
tain Joiner do wait on the President, 10 acquaint him that
this House and the honol1l'abJe the Legislative Council ha\'e
jointly, by baJiot, duly elected Jame.y Dog/lOrt!!, Esquire,
Captain and commander of the armed Bngantllle Comet,
belonging to this State, and to reCjuest that his ExceJlency
will be pleased to cause him to be sent for express, and to
commission ate him according] y.

A Memorial of thc Vestry of Saint Pkilip's, Charles-

Town, was presented to the House, and read, in the following
words:

"That many difficulties occurred which. rendered it
altogether impossible for memorialists to make a just and
equitable assessment fOl~a poor-tax on the inhabitants of
Charles- Town according to tbe directions of the act of As-
sembly, but more particularly the removal froll! town for
several months past of great numbers of those inhabitants
who were liable by law to be taxed for that purpose; and
though some of them have lateJy returned, it is, nevel'lhe-
less, now out of the power of memorialists to make an
assessment, because the time limited by law (or doing it is
expired. That memorialists were obliged some time sillce
to borrow a large sum of money, (exclusive of wbat hatl)
been already lent by your honourable House,) in order to
deli'ay the expense of supporting the poor of this town and
transient poor from the different parts of the country, and
also from our sister Slates, who are daily applyin'T for all
increase of their monthly allowance because of th: exorbi-
tant prices that are demanded for all the necessaries of life.
Memorialists therefore pray that your honourable House will
take the case into your most serious consideration, and accord-
ingly make provision for the subsistence of said poor until a
tax can be legally assessed, or memorialists will be reduced
to the unavoidable necessity of yi(~lding up their trust, and
leaving the poor altogether to the care of Heaven, or bpg-
gingtheir daily bt'ead from -door to door,"

Ordered, That the Memorial be referred to a Committee.
And it is referred to .:\lr. Halt, Mr. John Berwick, Mr.

Verree, Mr. Brown, Mr. Toomer, Mr, Josialt Smith, Jun.,
and Mr. Eveleiglt.

Upon motion, Resolved, That Mr. Speaker do forthwith
issue Writs for electing memhel'S of the present General
Assembly for' the following Parishes and Districts, where
vacancies ha ve happened, viz: One member for the Parishes
of St. Philip and St. ~Michael, Charles- Town, in the room
of Cato Ash, Esquire, deceased; one member for tbe Parish
of St. Andrew, in the room of the Honourable Thomas
Fnller, elected illto the Lpgislative Council; one member
for the Parish of St, James, Goose- Creek, in the room of
the Honourable John Parker, elected into the Le"islative
Council; two members for the Parish of St. James, "'Santee,
in the room of the Honourable Daniel Horry, elected into
the Legislati\'e Council, and of Levi Durand, Esquire, who
having been retllrned for Christ Church, and also for St.
James, Santee, had made his election for the fonner; one
member for the Parish of /;"t. Helena, in the room of the
Honourable William iUollltrie, elected into the LeITisJative
Council; and one member for the District ofSaxe~Gotha,
in the ro0r.n of .I~e Honourable William Henry Drayton,
elected ChIef JustIce of this State.

Ordered, That the election days fOl' filling up the said
vacancies be Monday aild Tuesday, the se\'enth and eighth
days of October next, and that the Writs be made retUrnable
the ninth day of the same month.

It being suggested to the House that the Writ which had
been issued in August last for the election of a member for
the Parish of St. Bartholomew had been found~d on a mistake,

Ordered, That the s"aid Writ, and aJl the proceedings had
thereGn, be quashed.

The order of the day being read, for reading a second
time an Ordinance for disarming llel'sons notoriously disaf-
fected to the cause of America, or who shall not associate,
and shall refuse to associate, to de/end by arms the United
States of America, and the State of South-Carolina in par-
ticular, against the hostile attempts of the British Fleets and
Armies,

Ordered, That the said order be discharged, and that the
second reading of the Ordinance be postponed.

The Honourable Mr. Edwards reported, that Captain
Joiner and hilliself had de]ivered the Message they had in
charge to the President, and that his Excellency was pleased
to say the request of the House should be complied with.

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning,
ten of the clock.

Thursday, the 26th day of September, 1776,

The House met according to adjournment. Read the
Journal pf yesterday's proceedings.
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Joseph Howe, Francis Adams, Thomas Janes, John
Janes, and Lachlan .McIntosh, Esquires, took the oath pre-

scribed hy the Constitution, and their seats as members of
the House.

The Honourable Mr. Lowndes reported fi'Om the Com-
mittee to whom the Petition of John Berwick, Es<]uirp,was
referred. Anll he read the Report in his place, and after-
wards delivered it in at the Clerk's table, where the same
was read, and is as fo:loweth :

"That inasmuch as there are several of the inhabitants
of this Slate who have received the like injuries with Mr.
Berwick by the depredations of the enemy, a~d manl more
may probably have the same caL~se.of complaint d~rmg the
present struggle wilh Great Bn~a,m, YOLlrCo~mJttee are
of opinion that it will ,be I,nost ehglble and equItable to fix
one O'eneral rule of retrIbutIon, that may comprehend equally
all the sulferel's that' the same measure of justice may be
extended to all; that partial and particular remedies to indi-
viduals before a general account can be obtained and stated,
would probably exclude many suf!'erers from the .means of
satisfaction, and occasion murmurmgs and comp1,alnts; th~t
as the grievance complained of must necessanly be felt

throu"hout the Continent, it is presumable the honourable
the C~ntinental Congress may make some order tbereupon
respecting the measures to be taken ?y th~ different St~tes
respectively, which \\ill establish a ul1lfonlJlty of proceedmgs
among tlwm. Your Committee, to avoid any embezzle-
ment or diminution of the estates of any persons absent from
this State who are known to hold principles inimical to the
liberties of America, recommend that this House take proper

_st~ps to secUl'e such estates from being alie~ated, embezzl:d,
or diminished, to serve as a fund hereafter, If the House thmk
propel' to rnake corupen.sation in equal degI:e~ to ,al1 persons
who ha\'e or shall sustain losses by the Bntlsh forces; and
that lea\le be given to bring in a bill lor those purposes."

Resolved, That the Report be taken into consideration
immediatel y. . .

And the said Report bemg read a second tIme, was agreed
to by the HOLise.

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a Bill for the
purposesmentionedi~ the last clause of the said Report;
and that Colonel Pwckney, Mr. Attorney-Genera1, J\lr.
Loocock, Mr. Juhn Berwick, and Mr. TVard, do prepare
and bring in the same.

1\1E>ssagefrom the President, by the Clerk of the Legisla-
tive Council:

"AIR. SPEAKER ANDGENTLEMEN: With the advice and
consent of the Privy Counci1, I appointed John Colcock,
Esquire, Secretary, and John Calvert and Be,!jamin Lord,
Messengers, to that Board, and Thomas Farr, Esquire, Pay-
master of the Militia. I therefore desire that you will pro-
vide snch allowances or salaries fi)r them as may be reason-
able and adequate to theil' respective sen'ices.

"JOHN RUTLEDGE.
"26th September, 1776,"

Ordered, That the Message be referred to the foI1owing
Committee, viz; Mr. Attorney-General, Mr. Ward, Mr.
]tlcQucen, C010nel Garden, and Ralph Izard.

Then the House proceeded to take into consideration the
Report of the Committee to whom Mr. Fe,nwick's Petit~on
had been referred. The first, second, tlunl, fourth, fifth,
sixth, and seventh paragraphs being read, were agreed to
by the House. The eighth paragraph being read, and a
debate arising thereon, a motion was made that the House
disagree to the recommenclatory clause; and the question
being put, resolved in the affirmative. And then the last
c1ause of the Report was read; and after several amend-
ments made thereto, agreed to by the House. And the
Report is as followeth:

"That in September last, as .Mr. Fenwick informed the
Committee, he received a letter from Mr. Stuart, informing
him that he had sl:1nt for an inventory of his slaves, in order
to enable him to judge what part he would allot to MI'.
Fwwick, in part of his lady's portion, which letter is
mislaid; that Mr. Fenwick produced a lettel', dated 23d
Dec~mber, from Mr. Stuart, directed to Mr. Balingall,
whf)rein he tells Mr. Balingall that if it is agreeable to him
he leaves it to him to move twenty of his hands from
Maple Cane to Mr. Fenlm:ck's plantation at Ashepoo; and

that he (Mr. Stuart) proposed also to give orders to Mr.
Charles Shaw to remove ten more from Lady's Island, so
as to be atl\h. Fenwick's in February following; that Mr.
Fenwick informed the Committee that he alsohad rpceived
a letter from Mr. Stuart, acquainting him that he had wrote
letters to Mr. lJalingali ann Mr. Shaw, to .the above pur-
pose; that the letter was det1iined in the post-office at
Georuia a considerable time, and taken up (opened) by
1\1r Rose who brOlJ<rhtit to MI'. Fenwick in May last;, 0 .
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that Mr. Fenwick, in consequence, went up to Mr. /I m-
gall, who acknowleclged the receipt of Mr. Stuart's letter,
but informed Mr. Fenwick that the f'ffects of Mr. Stuart
were takenout of his handsbyorder of the Congress, other-
wise he would have complied with Mr. Stuart's direction.
Shaw also declared to Mr. Fenwick that he would have
delivered up the ten negroes mentiONed in his letter, had
l\h. Stuart's pffects remained in his custody; that MI'. Fen-
wick had no bill of sale or other instrument of writing
transferring the said slaves to him, but is assured from the
letter received from Mr. Stuart, first referred to, that it was
Mr. Stuart's intention to have given hiin those slaves as'
part of his wife's portion, "n~ the orders' gi~'e~ to f\1"r.
Balinuall he considers as an eVIClenceof such IJls mtentlon;,.,
that l\ir. Fenwick informed the Committee that there are
now brought to Ch.arlestfJwn, seized on attachment, ten of
the slaves belonging to Mr. Stuart, from Maple Cane, be-
sides a considerable number already sold; that the crop now
on the ground must be lost for want ~f negroes to harvest
it; that if the crop of tbe last year Iymg on hand) t?geth~r
with the indico made the present year, were put mto his
hands, he cou1d by the proceeds thereof payoff the attach-
ments on which the ne"roes were seized, and redeem the
ne"roes now in the cu~tody of the Sheriff, which wou1d
aff~rd them the means of saving some part of the crop on
the O'round which must otherwise inevitably be .lost; that
he ;ill giv~ security to apply the effects put into his hands
solely to the payment of the just debts?f Mr. ?tuart, and
account with any person the House will appo~nt f~r ~be
residuc of the sales. That on the above state of facts, winch
MI'. Fenwick is ready to attest upon oath, the Committee
are of opinion that it appears to have been the intention of
Mr. Stuart to have given to Mr. Fenwick (his son-in-law)
thirty negroes in part of bis wife's portion. But inasmuch
as there is no deed or regular trans IeI' for that purpose from
Mr. Stuart, obligatory upon him, the Committee are of
opinion that the presumption arising fi'om the letters wrote
by MI'. Stuart is not sufficie!lt in 1aw to v~st the propert~ ~f
the said slaves absolutely In Mr. Fenwick. But as 11 IS
dear and evident, by the directions given to Balif/gall and
Shaw that Mr. Stuart intended at least to give t~ M1'.
Fenwick the temporary use and service of thirty slaves to
work on his p1antation at Ashepoo, and that those persons
would have put Mr. Fenwick into the quiet possession of
them if .they had not been prevented by the orders of the
Congress wbich dispossessed them of the power over MI'.
Stuart's ~ffects, tbat the Committee are of opinion it would
be detrimenta1 and gr~"ous to sell tbe negroes of Mr. Stuart
for the payment of his debts while there is a S

.

ufficient value
in perishab1e commodities for that purpose on hand, the more
especially as the present crop on the ground would thereby
be totally lost. The Committee therefore recommend that
the Parochial Committees, who are in possession of the rice
and indico belonging to Mr. Stuart, be directed to dispose
of the same, and apply the proceeds to the payment oftbe
just and 1ecraldebts of Mr. Stuart, holding the residue, if
any there is: in their hands, subject to the disposal of this
House; and that they lodge in the hands of the Commis-
sioncrs of the Treasury a faithful and exact account of such
sale and payments."

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in an Ordinance
for providing Juries for Beaufort District at the next No-
vember Courts.

Mr. Attorney-Genera1 pl'esented to the House, according
to order, an Ordinance for providing Juries for Beaufort
District, at the next November Courts. And the same was
recci,'ed and read thc first time.

Ordered, That the Ordi,nance be read a second time.

Ordercd, That Colonel Pinckney and Mr. Ralph Izard,
taerether with some member of the Legislative CouncIl,
ex~mine and compare tbe engrossed Ordinance for appoint-
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ing Commissioners for selling certain East-India Teas, im-
ported from Greflt Britain into this State, and for applying
the moneys arising therefrom to the use of the said State.

An Or~inance for providing Juries for Beaufort District,
at the HeJ!;tNovembe.r Courts, was read a second time.

Ordered, Tbat the Ordinance be sent to the Legislative
Council.

Ordered, That the Honol)rable Mr. Justice ~JtIatthews
and Colonel Garden do carry the Ordinance to the Legis-
lative Council.

Ordered, That Colonel Pinckney and MI'. Attorney-
General be added to the Committee appointed to bring in
a Bill appointing Commissioners to superintend tbe Naval
affairs of this State..

.

ColoneJPinckney reported, that Mr. Izard and himself,
with tw.Qmembers of the honourable the Legislative Coun-
cil, had examined and compared the engrossed Ordinance
they had in charge, and that they found it exact. .

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Edwards and Mr.
ftalph Izard do wait upon the President with the engrossed
Ordinance, in order to have the seal affixed, and to desire
to know when his Excellency will be pleased to be attended
by the House, to present the said Ordinance for his assent.

Mr. HarringtQ.n reported from the Committee to whom
the President's Message of the 23d ipstant. and papers rela-
tive to erecting a Fort at Cheraw Hill, were rel~rred; and
be read the Report in his I)lace, and afterwards deli\.ered it
in at tbeClerk's table, wher~ tP~ satrje WaSread, alld is as
followeth:

"That they, having examined the petition forand against
building a st<>ckadefort at the Cheraws, are of opinion
that .a fort in that secure part of the country is entirely
useless; and are flJrtber of opinion that the keeping of
goard of three hundred m~n in June and July last, and of
fifty men in August and the present month, at the said
place, was a measure not only unnecessary and expensive
to the State, but detrimental and destrU{)tiveto the crops of
wany<;>fthe poor inha.bitants. They therefore recommend
that the said guard of fifty men be immediately discharged.
And whe.re,asa quantity of gunpowder and lead was, by
order of Congress, lodged in the hands of the Committee
for ,'It, Davia's Parish, for the use of the Militia, part of
which powdtJr and lead has been drawn out of their hands
by orders of the commanding officer, your Committee
therefor!i r~ommend that orders be given to the said COll)-
map.ding officer to return the said powder and lead to the
aforesaid Cpmmitte;e."

Ordered, That the Report be taken into consideration
to-morrow.

The Honourable Mr. Edwards reported, that Mr. Izard
and hilhself had, according to order, waited on the Presi-
dent with the engrossed Ordinance and Message tlley had
in charge; and that h.is EJ!;celJencywas pleased to say the
House should hear from him.

And t.l1enthe House adjoul'\l~d ti~ to-morrow mortling,
eleven of tbe clock.

Friday, ~hf' 27tb day ofSepte!l;lber, 1776.

The House met according to adjournmerit. Read the
JoumaIs of yesterday's proceedings.

Tbe House being informed by a member that a cargo of
Salt had ardved in this harbouryesterday,and that the time
limited for the purchase of that article by certain Commis-
sioners had expired the day before:

Resolved, That Messrs. John Dawson, Edward Light-
wood, John Poang, Joseph Atkinson, William AnC'rum, James
Fisher, and Alexander Chisolme, be, and they are hereby,
appointed Commissioners to purchase the SaJt now in .this
harbour, on board the Sloop Margaret; and that they have
authority to allow such a ]iberal price for the Same a:s may
encourage the further importation thereof, and to draw upon
the puhlick Treasury for the amount of the said purchase.

Ord(!red, That Colonel MclntQsh,Mr. Howe, Mr. Moore,
Mr. Robinson, Captain Townsend, Captain Leger, and Mr.
Young, be a. ComlUjtt~eto consider and report to the House
the most equitable way of disposing and distributing of Salt
aroongstthe inhabitants of this State.

Resolved, That if any Salt Wolks shaJI hereafter be set

up or established on any part of the sea-coast of this State
at the expense and risk of individuals, and the same shall
be destroyed or damaged by any enemy of this State, this
House will indemnify the suffurer or sufferers one-half of
his or their loss or damage so sustained: PrQvided, He or
they shall not have sold any S[i!t m~de at s\.lch works for
more than twenty-five shillings pel' bushel.

Ordered, That the foregoing Resolution be printed and
made publick. .

A Petition of John Vauchier, of tbe Town of Purrysburg,
was presented to th~ House and read, in the following
words: .

"That for the term of twelve years and upwards the pe-
titioner hath kept, at his own expense, a Ferry, with proper
boatsand hands for the purposeof conveying and trans-
porting passengers, with their horses.and carriages, from
Purrysburg aforesaid to Abercom and the town of Savan-
nah in Georgia; tilat as far as the same lH,\thbeen!n the
power of the petitIOner he hath used every despatch and
given every necessary attendance that could be expected
from a man in his slender circumstanees, and for the same
received certain rates of ferriage as have been paid and given
for a numberof years; that from the great advantage that
would arise by a quick communication between the two
States of Souih- Carolina and Georgia, the petitioner is em-
boldened to state the same to tbe bonourable House: and
therefore humbly prays that the House will be pleased to
take the same into consideration, and by some necessary
law to be passed for that purpose, to vest the said ferry in
the petitionerand his assigns for a term of years, so that the
same be considered as a pub]ick ferry from Purrysburg as
aforesaid to Abercom or Savannah,as may be most conve-
nient to travellers, and that he by law be entitled to receive
such rates of ferriage as may be regll]ated by the House, so
that the same be equivalent to the expense he may be at;
and further~ that the Housewill be plea.s~dto take his Case
fully into consideration, and grant him such relief as the
$ame may require."

Read, also, a certi6cate, with thirteen names subscribed
thereto, annexed to the Petition, that a publick Ferry from
the Town of Purrysburg would be a great service to South-
Carolina and Georgia; and a Letter, dated the 17th in-
stant, subscribed by thirty-five inhabitants of the Parish of
St. Peter, and addressed to Phibotheos Chiffelle, aO'ainst
Mr. Vaw;hier's Petition.

0

Ordered, That the said Petition and Letter be referred
to the following Committee, viz: Major Catlett, Mr. Bris-
bane, MI'. lVlcPherson, Colonel Garden, and Colonel
Mclntosh.

The HonourableMr. Lowndes reported from the Com-
mittee to whom the President's Message of the 2&.th instant
was referred; and he read the Report in his place,.andafter-
wards delivered it at the Clerk's table, where the same was
read, and is as followeth:

"That subjecting prisoners of war to a state of slavery,
independent of a.ny consideration of the illegality of such a
measure, would 1I1vo\ve this State in many difficulties, ob-
struct and impede a future peace,give the Indians a prece-
dent that may oe-fatal to those of our own people who may
uofortunately fall into their hands, and prevent a mutual
exchange of prisoners-an object of too much conserluence
to be put out Qf our power. That, in the opinion of the
Committee,it is not advisableor proper to give any encour-
agement to the forces now acting against the Cherokee
Indians to expect that the property of such Indians as may
be taken prisoners should be vested in the captors, and be
ma,de sJaves; but, on the contrary, that publick declarations
should be made to prevent any such expectation. Your
Committee, as an encouragement to those who sball dis-
tinguish themselves in the war against the Cherokees,-re-
commendedthe following rewards: For every Indian mao
killed, and certific;.lte thereof given by the cQmmanding
officer, and the sca]p produced as an evidence thereof in
Charles- Town, by the forces in the pay of tbis State, one
hundred pounds currency; for every Indian ma,n prisoner,
one huodrerl and twenty-6ve pounds; for every other pris-
oner, one hundred and ten pounds."

Resol1)ed, That the Report be taken into consideration
immediate])'.
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The first and second clauses of the Report being read,
were severally agreed to by the House.

The third clause being read, and a debate arising thereon,
a motion was made that the reward for Indian men's scalps
should be seventy-five pounds. And, the question being
put, the House divided-teller for the yeas, Colonel Pinck-
ney, 48; teller for the nays, Major Cattell, 29. So it was
resolved in the affirmative.

A motion was made that the reward for taking Indian
men prisoners should be one hundred pounds. And, the
question being put, resolved in the affirmath'e.

A motion was then made that the reward for every other
prisoner should be one hundred pounds. And, the question
being put, it passed in the negative.

A motion was made that the said reward should be ninety
pounds. And, the question being put, that also passed in
the negative.

A motion was then made that the said reward should be
eighty pounds. And, the question being put, resolved in
the affirmative.

And the Report, as amended and agreed to, is as fol-
loweth :

"That subjecting prisoners of war to a state of slavery,
independent of any considerations of the illegality of such a
measure, would involve this State in many difficulties, ob-
struct and impede a future peace, give the Indians a prece-
dent that may be fatal to those of our own people who may
unfortunately fall into their hands, and prevent a mutual
exchange of prisoners-an object of too much consequence
to be put out of our power. That, in the opinion of your
Committee, it is not ad\'isable or proper to give any encour-
agement to the forces now acting against the Cherokee
Indians, to expect that the property of such Indians as may
be taken prisoners should be vested in the captors, and be
made slaves; but, on the contrary, that publick declarations
should be made to prevent such expectations. Your Com-
mittee, as an encouragement to those who shall distinguish
themselvesin the war against the Cherokees, recommend the
followingrewards, to wit: For every Indian man killed, upon
certificate thereupon given by the commanding officer, and
the scalp produced as an evidence thereof in Charles-Town,
by the forces in"the pay of this State, seventy-five pounds
currency; for every Indian man prisoner, one hundred
pounds like money; for every other prisoner, eighty pounds
like money."

Ordered, That a Message be sent to the President, with
a copy of the above Report, as agreed to by the House.

Message to the President:

" MAY IT PLEASEYOUREXCELLENCY: This House hav-
ing referred your Excellency's message of the 25th instant,
recommending that suitable encouragement should be given
to those who shaH distinguish themselves in the war against
the Cherokees, to the consideration of a Committee, who
reported thereon, do herewith send your ExceHency a copy
of the said report as agreed to by the House."

Ordered, That the Message be engrossed, and that Mr.
Speaker do sign the same. _

Ordered, That Colonel Pinckney and Colonel Gervais
do wait on his Excellency with the said Message.

Message from the President, by the Clerk of the Legis-
lative Council:

"MI'. SPEAKER: His Excellency the President is now in
the Council Chamber, ready to receive this House with the
Ordinance they have to present."

And then the Messenger withdrew.
The House accordingly attended the President in the

Council Chamber. And, being returned, Mr. Speaker re-
ported, that this House having attended the President in the
Council Chamber, his ExceIJency had been pleased to give
his assent to "An Ordinance for appointing Commissioners
for .se!li~g cert,ain East-India Teas, ,imported fi'om Great
Bntam mto this State, and for applYll1gthe moneys arising
therefrom to the use of the said State."

The Clerk of the Legislative Council broucrilt from that
H?us.e "An Ordinance for providi,?g Juries [or Beaufort
Dlsfnct at next November Court. Read twice in the
Legislative Council.

Resolved, That the Ordinance be read a third time.
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And the same being read accordingly,
Resolved, That the Ordinance do pass.
Ordered, That the Honourable .i\lt-. Justice Matthewl

and Colonel Garden do carry the Ordinance to the Legis-
lative Council for their concurrence.

Mr. Hall reported from the Committee to whom the
Memorial of the Vestry of St. P Mlip' s Parish was referred.
And he read the Report in his place, and afterwards deliv-
ered it in at the Clerk's table, where the same was read, and
is as followeth:

"That by inquiring, they find the annual expense of
maintaining the poor of Charles-Town to be about fourteen
thousand pounds currency; that the Vestry of St. Philip' I
Parish, who ha I'e that trust rl'Jposed in them, have been
under the necessity of borrowing the sum of six thousand
pounds towards supporting the said poor of Charles-Town,
exclusive of what this House have already lent them, both
which sums are expended and many accounts now un-
paid; that it lisat present impracticable to assess the inhab-
Itants of Charles-Town for a poor-tax, the time limited by
law being expired, and the removal of so many of them
from town would, if it were practicable, make the tax so
heavy upon those who,had virtue enough to remain in town
during the time of trial and danger, as to render the burthen
intolerable, and by no means equitable. Your Committee,
therefore, recommend that this House do lend the Vestry of
St. Philip's a sum not exceeding fourteen thousand pounds
currency, whereby they may be enabled to payoff the debt
they have contracted, and to support the poor until a just
and equitable tax may be levied by order of this House."

Ordered, That the Report be taken into consideration
to-l11orrow. _

Ordered, That the order of the day, for considering the
Report on the Message and Papers relative to a fort at
Cheraw Hill, be discharged; and that the con~ideration of
the said Report be postponed.

Ordered, That Mr. Joseph Howe, Mr. Caldwell, Mr.
Williams, and Mr. Robinsun, be added to the Committee
on the Militia law.

The Honourable Mr. Edwards presented to the House,
according to order, a BiJl for establishing a Board of Com-
missioners to superintend and direct the Naval affairs of tbe
State of South- Carolina; and the same was received, and
read the first time.

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time.
Mr. Attorney-General reported from the Committee to

whom was referred the President's Message respecting the
Salaries of the Secretary and Messenger of the Privy Coun-
cil and a Paymaster of the Militia; and he read the Report
in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's
table, where the same was read, in the words following:

" That they are of opinion the following salaries or al1ow-
anees to the said persons in manner hereinafter mentioned
are reasonable and adequate to the respective services of
such persons, that is to say: To the Secretary of the Privy
Council, two thousand pounds currency, to be al10wed him
annuaJ]y by the State for the services of that office; to the
two Messengers of the Privy Council, the sum of three hun-
dred and fifty pounds currency each, to be a]]owed annually
by the State; ~ and to the Paymaster of the Militia, the sum
or al10wanceof three pounds and ten shillings, and two rations,
for each day during the continuance of that office."

Ordered, That the Report be taken into consideration
to-morrow.

It being moved and seconded, that a Message be sent to
the President, requesting that his Exce11ency would Jay
before this House such Leiters and Papers as he may have
received relative to burning the houses and seizing and sell-
ing the goods of Richard Pearis,

Ordered, That a Message be prepared to be sent to his
Excellency accordingly.

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning,
half-past ten of the clock.

Saturday, the 28th day Qf September, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment. Read the
Journal of yeoterday's proceedings.

3
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Ralph Humphries, Thomas Taylor, and William Stroth,
Esquires, took the oath required by the Constitution, and
their seats as members of the House.

Colonel Pinckney fI~ported, that Colonel Gervais and
himself had delivered the Message they had in charge to the
President.

Message to the President:

"MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY: This House request
that your Excellency will be pleased to lay before them
such letters and papers as YOllrExcellency may have re-
ceived relative to burning the housesand seizing and selling
the property of Richard Pearis."

Ordered, That the Message be engrossed, and that Mr.
Speaker do sign the same.

Ordered, That Colonel Pinckney and Mr. De Saussure
do attend his Excellency with the said Message.

Ordered, That the second reading of the Bill for estab-
Jishinga Board of Commissioners to superintendand direct
the Naval affairs of the State of South-Carolina, be post-
poned till Thursday next.

The House tben proceeded on the order oC the day, to
take into consideration the Report of the Committee to whom
the President's Message of the 23d instant, and Papers
accompanying tbe same, relative to a Fort at Cheraw Hill,
were referred; and tbe first clause of the Report being read,
was agreed to by tbe House.

A motion was made and seconded, that the further con-
sideration of tbe Report be postponed; and that a Message
be sent to the President, requesting that his Excellency will
be pleased to lay before the House the reasonsforordering
and keeping a Guard of three hundred men at the Cheraws
in June and July last, and of fifty men in August and the
present month, at the same place.

Message to the President:

"
MAY IT PLEASE YOUlt EXCELLENCY: It appearing to

this House, from the report of a Committee, that a guard of
three hundred men had been kept at the Cheraws in June
and July last, and of fifty men in August and tbe present
month, this House requires that your Excellency will be
vleased to lay before them the reasonsfor ordering and
keeping up the said guard."

. Ordered, That the Message be engrossed, and that Mr.
Speaker do sign the same.

Ordered, That Colonel Pinckney and Colonel Gervais
do carry the said Messageto the President.

A motion being made, that a person now about to depart
tlJis State for PhUadelphia be authorized to purchase a
proper Vessel there, and load the same with Flour, Ship-
Bread, Iron, and Steel, upon account of tbe State, a debate
ensued; and the question being put whether Flour should
be one of the articles to be so imported, it passed in the
negative. ,

Ordered, Tbat Mr. Loocock, Mr. Corbett, and Mr. Hall,
be a Committee to consider and report the quaotity and dif-
ferent articles necessary to be imported from Philadelphia,
under the direction of the Delegates of this State in the Con-
tinental Congress.

It being suggested to the House that the property of Col-
onel Christopher Gadsden, of the north end of Pharles- Town,
had been much injured by the Salt Works erecting thereon,
and by the Stores upon the Wharf having been turned into
Barracks for soldiers: Therefore,

Resolved, That the Commissioner for erecting Salt Works
in Charles- Town be forthwith directed to desist from erect-
ing sllch Warks, knd to cause the banks there to be imme-
diately put into as good condition as they were when taken
possession of for the publick service; and that a Message be
sent to the President, requesting that his Excellency will be
pleased to give directions that the stores upon the said Wharf,
and which have been turned into Barracks, be forthwith
evacuated and restored to their former state.

Ordered, That the consideration of the Reports on the
Memorial of the Vemy of St. Philip's Parish, and the Pres-
ident's Message respecting Salaries for the Officers of the
Privy Council, be postponed.

Ordered, That the Resol ve of yesterday, appointing Com-
missioners to purchase a cargo of Salt brought in the Sloop
Margaret,.be amended by inserting the words" receive and

store" after the word" purchase," in the beginning thereof,
and the \vords "and charges," at the end.

And then the House adjourned till to-mOl'row morning,
ten of the clock.

Monday, the 30th day of September, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment. Read the
Journal of last Saturday's proceedings.

Michael Leitner, Esq., took the oath prescribed by the
Constitution, and his seat as a member.

Colonel Pinckney reported that Colonel Gervais and
himself had waited upon the President, and delivered the
Message they had in charge.

MI'. Loocock reported from the Committee to consider
and report the quantities and different articles necessary to
be imported from Pltiladelphia, under the direction of the
Delegates of this State; and he read the Report in his
place, and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's table,
where the same was read, in the [oJlowing words:

" That it is their opinion application should be made to
our Delegates at Philadelphia, to endeavour to procure two
frigates in the Continental establishment, to be stationed at
this port, part.icularly during the winter, when they can he
of little service to tbe northward, which, with our own armed
vessels, may in a great measuresecure our trade, by obliging
tbe enemy to keep so many cruisers as will soon tire them
out. That if our Delegates think proper to make this
application, your Committee would recommend that the
said frigates take in as ballast one hundred tons of bar iron,
besides the following articles. But if the frigates cannot
be spared of this State, then your Committee recommend
tbat a staunch brigantine, of about one hundred and fifty
tons, be procured, to mount twelve to sixteen carriage guns,
be properly manned, and to bring as many supernumerary
seameq as can possibly be vrocured, in which the said arti-
cles may be shipped, viz: thirty tons of small flat bar-iron
for wagon tire; ten tons broad thick flat ditto, for axes;
six tons small square iron; four tons thick square ditto, lor
machine or mill work; forty fagots square steel; two fagots
German flat ditto; ten tons ploughshare moulds, half
with a thick land-side, and a half for shovel ploughs; one
gross mill-saw files; four gross whip and crosscut saw
ditto; six gross handsaw ditto; twelve dozen Philadelphia
made club-axes; one hundred and fifty barrels of well-baked
ship-bread; (amounting to about nine thousand and five
hundred pounds currency, exclusiveof the brigantine.) If
cotton or wool cards can be procured, a gross of each; if
broad hoes to be had reasonable, twelve gross."

Resolved, That the Report be taken into immediate
consideration.

And the same being taken into consideration accordingly,
the first and second clauses were read to the House, and
severally amended and agreed to.

While the House was in debate upon the third clause of
the Report, a motion was made and seconded, that the
senseof the House should be taken whether the members
of the late Congress, who had been appointed to the places
of emolument before tbe Constitution was established, have a
right to sit and vote in the present General Assemblywith-
out being reelected; and the sense of the House, without a
question thereon, was, that.such membershad an undoubted
right.

The House then proceed in the consideration of the
third clause of the Report. And the same being read, after
several amendments made thereto, was agreed to; and the
Report, as amended and agreed to, is as followeth:

" That it is their opinion application should be made to
our Delegates at Philadelphia, to endeavour to procure two
or more fioigates on the Continental establishment, to be
stationed at this port, particularly during the winter, when
they can be of little sen/ice to the northward, which, with
our armed vessels, may, in a great measure, secure our trade
and protect our coasts. That if our Delegates succeed in
this application, your Committee would recommend th[lt the

°said frigate take in as ballast one hundred tons of bar iron,
besides tbe articles under mentioned. But if the fioigates
cannot be obtained, or if they should not be aJlowed to bring
those articles, then your Committee recommend that proper
small vessels be procured to bring tbe said articles, of a light
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draught of water, armed with carriage or swi\'el-guns, prop-
erly manned, and with as many supernumerary seamen as
can be procured; or tbat tbe Delegates do take sucb otber
steps as they think expedient, to procure tbe said articles~ to
be sent to tbis State as soon as possible; and tbat MI'. Archi-
bald Gambell be recommended to tbe Delegates as a proper
person to assist tbem, and that he be desired to follow their
directions in procuring the said articles and forwarding tbe
vessel or \'esse\s in which the same are to be .brought, viz:
sixty tons of small flat bar iron, for wagon tire; twenty
tons broad flat thick ditto, for axes; twelve tons small
square iron; eight tons tbick square ditto, fit for machine
or mill work; eight fagots square steel; four fagots German
flat steel; twenty tons plougbshare moulds, half with a tbic.k
land-side, and balf for shovel ploughs; twenty-four dozen
Philadelphia made club-axes; as many millsaw, crosscut,
and wbipsaw, and handsaw files, and as many wool and

. cotton cards, as can be procured; three hundred barrels of
well-baked sbip-bread; and five hundred reams of printing
paper."

Message from the President, by the Clerk of the Legisla-
tive Council:

"MI'. SPEAKER AND GEN'I'LEMEN: According to your
desire, I send berewitb extracts of sllch parts of Colonel
Williamson's, Thomas's, and Neefs letters to me as relate
to burning the house and seizing and selling the property
of Richard Pearis, which are all the papers I have received
on that subject, except a petition from him complaining
of those acts, and praying for redress.

"JOHN RUTLEDGE.
"30th September, 1776."

Read the extractsreferredto in the Messagefrom Colo-
nel Williamson's Letter, dated 2eth July, 1776; from cor-
onel Thomas's, dated August 25th; and from Colonel Neel's,
dated August 27th.

Ordered, That the said Message and extracts be referred
to the Committee upon Mr. Pearis's Petition,and tbat Mr.
Joseph Howe, Mr. Jeans, Mr. Williams, and Mr. Adams,
be added to the said Committee.

Tbe Honourable Mr. Justice Matthews reported, that
Colonel Garden and himself had delivered the Ordinance
they had in charge. to the Legislative Council.

The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought from that
House an Ordinance for providing Juries for Beaufort Dis-
trict at the next November Courts. Read a third time in
the said House.

Ordered, That the Ordinance be engrossed.

It being suggested to the House, that upon a supposition
that tbe seat of the Honourable Thomas Heyward became
vacant in consequence of his being absent from this State
as a Delegate at the Continental Congress, a new Repre-
sentative for Charles-Town was elected in his room, and
that such proceeding was irregular and invalid,

. It was) therefore, moved and seconded, that the House
do resolve that Mr. Heyward has a right to take his seat,
notwithstanding the said election.

And it was resolved accordingly.
It was tben debated, whether the member who had been

elected in the room of Mr. Heyward had a right to continue
sitting as a member of the House. And after some time
spent in debate,

Ordered, That the further discussion of this subject be
posfponed till to-morrow morning.

Mr. Speaker laid before the House a Letter which he
had received from George Gabriel Powell, Esquire; and the
same being read, is as foHows:

" SIR: I understand there are charges of al) extraordinary
nature against me, laid before your honourableHouse. I
humbly request, therefore, that I may be heard in my
defence by a Committee, before any resolution is taken
thereupon, trusting that I shall be able sO to acquit myself
as to stand fair in the opinion of my country, which is above
all things desirable to, honourable sir, your most obedient
humble servant,

"
G G P. . OWELL.

"Charlestown, 30th September, 1776."

Ordered, That the consideration of the said Letter be
postponed.

Upon motion, Resolved, That all members absent from

the service of this House, who reside within fifty miles of
Charles~Town, and are able to attend, be sent fOl' at their
own ex pense.

Ordered, That the Clerk do write Letters .to such qJem-
bel's accordingly.

And then the House adjourned till to-morrowmorning,
nine of the clock.

Tuesday, the 1st day of October, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment. Read the
Journals of yesterday's proceedings.

Major Cattellreported from the Committee to whom the
Petition of John Vauchier was referred. And he read the
Report in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the
Clerk's -table, where the same was read, and is as follow-
eth:

" That they have considered the Petition of said Vauchier,
and it appears to your Committee that a quick communica-
tion between the two States of Georgia and South-Carolina
wiJl be of great utility to both countries; and as a ferry
fixed at Purysburg, from thence to Savannah and Abercorn,
in Georgia, may be one means to procure despatch to
traveIJers, are of opinion that a publick ferry should be
established at Purrysburg, from thence to Savannah and
Abercorn, in Georgia. And as Mr. Vauchier has been at
some expense in purchasing boats to accommodate travellers,
recommend. that the ferry be vested in him and his assigns
for a term not .exceeding seven years. And they further
recommend that a law may be brought in for those purposes."

ResQlved, That the Report be taken into consideration
immediately.

And the said Report being read a second time, was agreed
to by the House.

.

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a BiH accord-
ingly.

Ordered, That Mr. De Saussure, Mr. Williamson, Col-
onel Garden, Major Huger, and Mr. Josiah Smith, Jun.,
be a Committee to consider and report the best way of
procuring and keepinga Guard upon Bloody-Point.

Messageto the President:

"MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY: Tbis House
having appointed a Committee to consider and report what
articles were necessary to be imported from Philadelphia,
for the use of this State, the said Committee accordingly
reported; acopy of which report, as amended and agreed to
by the House, we take leave to send you herewith, and to
request that your Excellency will transmit the same, and
write to the Delegates for this State, to cause the several
articles, and the vessels therein mentioned, to be procured
apd sent hither as soon as may be, and to apply to the
Congress to advance the money that may be nece~sary
upon the occasion, for which proper credit will be gi~ by
this State, in the pay of the troops' money advanced to
the Indian Commissioner, and otherwise in the general
cause of the United Colonies."

Ordered, That the Message be engrossed, and that Mr.
Speaker do sign the same. .

Ordered, That Mr. Williamson and Dr. Haig do carry
the Message to the President.

Message from the President, by the Clerk of the Lecrisla-
tive Council: '"

"MR. SPEAKERANDGENTLEMEN: On the 7th of May
I was informed by a letter from the Committee of Secrecy,
War and Intelligence, in North-Carolina, of their havin!T
received advice that the enemy, who then lay in Cape Fea~
river, had planned a descent atthe mouth of Little Ri.ver,
near tbe borders of this Colony, in order to attempt a.passage
into the back country of that, by the Lake of Waccamaw.
Having occasion to confer with the Honourable Colonel
Powell on this subject, he urged very strongly the absolute
necessity of building a stockade fort, and keeping a garrison
at the Cheraw Hill, as a security against incursions of the
disaffected about Cross Creeks, and for preventing or sup-
pressing insurrections which they might occasion amongst
our own people near the North-Carolina line-events which
might be feared, especially if the intended junction between
the British forces and the malecontents in that Province had
taken place. I thought so much attention and respect due
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to the representation of a gentleman in his station, who was
well acquainted with that part of the country, and had the
command of a large regiment there, as to lay it before the
Council for their advice, which I did. He attended them;
and on considering what he offered on this head, they were
unanimously of opinion that it was necessary to erect sllch a
fort, and keep such a garrison. In consequence of which I
gave orders for that purpose.

"JOHN RUTLEDGE.
"30th September, 1776."

A Petition of Philip Will was presented to the House,
and read, in the followingwords:

Ordered, That the Petition be referred to the same Com-
mittee to whom the President's Message of the ~6th past,
respecting the Salaries to the Secretary and Messengers to
the Privy Council and Paymaster to the Militia, was
referred; and that Colonel .McIntosh, Major Catlett, and
Major Huger be added to the said Committee.

.

Then the House proceeded to take into consideration the
Report of the Committee to whom the Memorial of the
Vestry of the Parish of St. Philip was referred.

And the said Report being read, was agreed to by the
House. .

Ordered, That the Commissioners of the Treasury do
advance lIpon loan to the Vestry of St. Philip's Parish a
l'>umnot exceeding fourteen thousand Pounds currency, to
enable them to payoff the debt they have contracted, and
to support the poor until a just :and equitable tax may be
levied by law.

Resolved, That this House will ballot for Commissioners
to superintend and direct the Naval affairs of the State of
South- Carolina.

And the House having proceeded to ballot accordingly,
it appeared that Edward Blake, Thomas Savage, Josiah
Smith, Jun., Thomas Corbett, Roger .~mith, George Abbot
Hall, and the Honourable Thomas Shubrick, Esquires, had
the majority of votes.

A Bill for establishing a Board of Commissioners to su-
perintend and direct the Naval affairsof the State of South-
Carolina, was read a second time. And the names of the
Commissioners being inserted, and several amendments made
to the bill,

Ordered, That the Bill be sent to the Legislative Council.
Ordered, That Dr. Haig and Mr. Hopson Pinckney do

carry the Bill to the Legisliltive Council.
Colonel Pinckney presented to the House, according to

order, "An Ordinance for ascertaining the manner of issuing
Ord~rs for holding .~eneral C;ourts-Martial for the trying,
hearmg, and determInIng of crimes and offences committed
by any persons belonging to the South-Carolina Regiments
on thi Continental establishment against the rules and arti-
cles /Or their government." And the same was received,
and ordered to be read the first time to-morrow.

Ordered, That the Commissioners appointed to purchase
the Salt lately imported in the Sloop Margaret, do sell to
Francis Adams, Thomas Jeans, and Joseph Howe, Esqs.,
members for the District called the New Acquisition, fifty
bushels of the said Salt, to be sent into the said District, and
sold and distributed to the inhabitants thereof at such prices
and in such proportions as the said Commissioners shall
direct.

Ordered, That Dr. Haig and Mr. Hopson Pinckney do,
with some member of the Legislative CounciJ, examine and
compare the engrossed Ordinance for providing Juries for
Beaufort District at the next November Courts.

Ordered, That Mr. William Moore and Mr. John James
have leave gf absence /i'om the service of tbis House.

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow, nine of the
clock.

, Wednesday, the 2d day of October, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment. Read the
Journal of yesterday's proceedings.

Mr. Williamson reported, that Dr. Haig and himself bad
delivered the Message they had in charge to the President.

Mr. Young' reported from the Committee to consider and
report the most equitable way of distributing Salt amongst

the inhabitants of tbis State; and he read the Report in his
place, and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's table,
where the same was read, in the following words:

"Tbat it is"the opinion of the Committee that every per-
son applying for Salt sball produce to the Commissioners
for the sale thereof, a certificate from any two of the mem-
bers of the District Committee in which such person is
resident, certifying tbe number of persons in family; and
tbat every family consisting of six persons shall be allowed
one bushel on paying for tbe same, and so in proportion if a
greater 01' less nnmber; that tbe several Commiaees be
directed to grant such certificates at the times of their stated
meeting; and that no person be entitled to more than one
certificate."

Resolved, That the Report be taken into immediate con-
sideration.

And the Report being taken into consideration accordingly,
and amended, was agreed to, and is as followeth:

"That it is the opinion of the Committee that every per-
son applying for Salt sball produce to the Commissioners
for the sale thereof, a certificate from any two members of
the District Committee in which such person is resident,
certifying the number of white persons in family; that every
family consisting of six such. persons shall be allowed one-
half bushel on paying for the same, and so in proportion
if a greater number; that the several District Committees, or
any two members of such committees, be directed to grant
such certificates upon application; and that no person be
entitled to more than one certificate; but persons who con-
tinue inimical to this State shall not be entitled to any such
certificate."

.

. Ordered, That the above Resolutions respecting the sale
and distribution of Salt be forthwith printed, and copies
thereof delivered to' the members of this House.

An Ordinance for ascertaining the manner of issuing orders
for holding General Courts-Martial for the trying, hearing,
and determining of crimes and offences committed by any
persons belonging to the South-Carolina Regiments on the
Continental establishment against the articles for their gov-
ernment, was read the first time. .

Ordered, That the Ordinance be read a second time.
And the same being read accordingly,

.

Ordered, That the Ordinance be sent to the Legislative
Council.

Ordered, That Dr. Haig and Mr. Piockney do carry the
Ordinance to the Legislative Council.

Colonel Pinckney gave notice that he should, at the third
reading of the Ordinance, move for leave to bring in a clause
to be added thereto; which he read to the House for in-
formation.

Dr. Haig reported that Mr. Pinckney and himself had
delivered the Bill and the Ordinance they had in charcre to
the Legislative Council.

0

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a Bill author-
izing the President and Commander-in-Chief to call upon
the Committees in the several Parishes and Districts
throughout this State for such a number of Slaves as shall
be thought necessary to assist at the publick works and forti-
fications, and to empower the said Committees to fix and
determine the number to be sent by the inhabitants of their
respective Districts.

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Lowndes, the Hon-
ourable Mr. Edwards, and Colonel Pinckney, be a Com-
mittee to prepare and bring in such a Bill.

Dr. Haig reported that Mr. Pinckney and himself, with
a member of the Legislative Council, had examined the
engrossed Ordipance for providing Juries for Beaufort Dis-
trict at the next November Courts, and that they found the
same truly engrossed.

Ordered, That Captain Joiner and Mr. Howe do attend
the President with the said Ordinance, in order. to have the
seal affixed to the same; and to know when his Excellency
will be pleased to receive this House to present the Ordi-
nance for his assent.

The House then proceeded to consider whether the
member who was elected in the room of the Honourable
Mr. Heyward has a right to continue his seat in this House;
and, also, whether the other members for Charles-Town,
who were elected on the 9th and 10th days of September
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last upon a mistaken supposition of vacancies, ought to con-
tinue in their seats.

After some time spent in debate, a motion was made that
Charles-Tawn having chosen too great a number of mem-
bers on the 9th and 10th days of September last, founded
upon a mistake, the said electi{)llshould be declared void;
and, the question being put, resolved in the affirmative.

Resalved, That the elections on the said 9th and 10th
days of September last for the Parishes of St. James, Santee,
and Prince Gearge, Winyah, being likewise founded on
mistakes: are also declared null and void.

Message from the President, by the Clerk of the Legis-
lative Council:

"Mr. SPEAKERANDGENTLEMEN:Lieutenant Dagharty
declines accepting the command of the Brigantine Camet.

"
JOHN RUTLEDGE.

"24 October, 1776."
The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought from that

House an Ordinance for ascertaining the manner of issuing
orders for holding General Courts-Martial for the trying,
hearing, and determining of crimes and offences committed
by any persons belonging to the Sauth- Caralina Regiments
on the Continental establishment against the articles for their
government. Read twice in the said Council.

Ordered, That the Report of the Committee to whom the
President's Message and other papers relative to the building.
of a Fort at Cheraw Hill were referred, be recommitted;
that the President's Message of yesterday, upon the same
subject, and Colonel Pawell's Letter, be referred to the same
Committee; and that Major Huger, Major Simarls, Mr.
Cantey, and Captain Rager Smith, be added to the said
Committee.

Ordered, That Major
.

Simans, Mr. De Saussure, Captain
Harlesta71,and Mr. Thamas Waring, be added to the Com-
mittee on the state of the Treasury, in the room of Jasiah
Smith, Jun., Thamas Janes, and Jahn Webb, Esqs., whose
seats have been declared vacant.

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Heyward and Cap-
tain Savage be added to the Committee to bring in a Bill to
secure the Estates of persons absent from this State who are
known to be inimical to the liberties of America fi'om being
alienated, embezzled, or diminished, to serve as a fund
hereafter to make compensation in equal degree to all persons
who have or shall sustain losses by the British forces, in
the room of Mr. Attorney-General and Jashua Ward, Esq.,
whose seats have been declared vacant.

The House then proceeded to take into consideration the
Report of the Committee to whom the President's lVIessage
respecting the salaries or allowances to the Secretary and
Messengers of the Privy Council and a Paymaster to the
Militia, was referred.

Arid the first clause of the Report being read, was
amended and agreed to by the House.

Upon reading the second clause, a motion was made that
the Messengers be allowed a salary of five hundred pounds
a year each. And, the question being put, it was resolved
in the affirmative.

And the said clause, being amended accordingly, was
agreed to.

Upon reading the third clause, a debate arose.
some time spent thereon,

Ordered, That the further consideration of the said
clause be postponed till to-morrow.

And the said Report, so far as amended and agreed to,
is as followeth:

" That the Committee are of opinion the followingsalaries
or allowances to the persons and in the manner hereinafter
mentioned are reasonable and adequate to the respective
services of such persons, that is to say: To the Secretary of
the Privy Council, fourteen hundred pounds currency, to be
allowed him annually by the State for the services of that
office; to the two Messengers of the Privy Council, the sum
of five hundred pounds each, to be allowed annually by the
Sta te."

Captain Jainer reported that Mr. Howe and himse1fhad
waited upon the President with the Ordinance and lVIessage
they had in charge, and that his Excellency was pleased to
say" the House should hear from him."

Colonel Gervais reported from the Committee to whom

the Memorial or Richard Pearis was referred. And he
read the Report in his place, and afterwards delivered it in
at the Clerk's table, where the same was read in the follow-
ingwords :

"That the injuries complained orby the memorialist would
be matter more pl'Operfor the inquiry oftbe courts below, than
for the consideration of this House in the ordinary course of
affairs. But inasmuch as prosecutions against the parties
complained of and their attendance to answer might at this
juncture pl'Ovedetrimental to the publick service, your Com-
mittee recommend that Colonel Thamas be required imme-
diately to transmit, and lay before this or the nex.t House, a
true state of the case; and, also, that he will immediately
lodge in the publick Treasury such money, bonds, or other
securities, as he may have taken for the sale of Mr. Pearis's
goods; and that the sum of seven hundred pounds be
ad~'anced by this House to the memorialist upon the security
of such money, bonds, &c., to serve for his occasions until
the matter can be more fully considered."

Resa!t'ed, That the Report be taken into consideration
to-morrow.

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning,
nine of the clock.

Thursday, the 3d day of October, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment. Read the
Journal of yesterday's proceedings.

Jashua Taomer, Esq., took the oath prescribed by the
Constitution, and his seat as a member of this House.

The House, according to the order of yesterday, resumed
the consid~)'ation of the third clause of the Report of the
Committee on the allowances to the Secretary and Messen-
gers of the Privy Council and a Paymaster to the Militia.

After some time spent in debate,
Ordered, That it b.ereferred to the Committee appointed

to bring in a new Militia Law, to prepare and insert a clause
therein ascertaining the duties and stating the pay of a Pay-
master-General of the Militia.

It being suggested to the House that the place appointed
on the 11th day of April last for the election of members
of the General Assembly for the District called the New
Acquisitian, is inconvenient and improper,

"Resalved, That the next election for the New Acquisitian
shall be held at the house of Mr. John Carnachan, in the
said District, and not at or near Colonel Thamas Ned's.

On motion, Resalved, That Expresses be forthwith sent
by the Clerk of this House into the several Parishes and
Districts throughout this State, to acquaint the Church-
Wardens and other persons appointed to manage elections,
of the times and places where the said elections are to be
held, and to deliver to them printed instructions for man-
aging the said elections, as well as blank notices, to be filled
up and posted, and other necessary papers.

The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought from that
House a Bill for establishing a Board of Commissioners to
superintend and direct the Naval affairsof the State of South-
Caralina. Read a second time in the said Council.

On motion, Resolved, That the Commissioners for ihe
After sale or Salt be empowered to sell Salt to the owner of each

wagon and horses that bring provisionsfromNarth- Carolina,
in the same proporti"on as they are directed to do to the
inhabitants of this State, upon affidavit of the number of
white persons in their respective families.

Mr. Harringtan gave notice that he should, on or about
the 17th instant, move for an adjournment of this House.

The Honourable Mr. Lawndes presented to the House,
according to order, an Ordinance to direct the manner of
procuring Negroes to be employed in the publick service.

And tbe same was received and read the first time.
Ordered, That the Ordinance be read a second time.
And the same being read accordingly,
Ordered, That the Ordinance be sent to the Legislative

Council.
.

Ordered, That Mr. Ladsa71and Mr. McPherson do carry
the Ordinance to .the Legislative Council.

An Ordinance for ascertaining the manner of issuing
orders for bolding General Courts-Martial for trying, hear-
ing, and determining of crimes and offences committed by
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any persons belonging to the South- Carolina Regiments on
the Continental establishment against the rules and articles
for their government, was read a third time.

Colonel Pinckney moved for leave to bring in a clause
which he had prepared, to be added to the Ordinance.

And the same being presented to the House, was received
and read three several times and agreed to.

Resolved, That the same be added to, and made a part
of, the Ordinance.

And the same being added accordingly,
Resolved, That the Ordinance do pass.
Ordered, That Captain Scott and Captain Joiner do

carry the Ordinance to the Legislative Council for their
concurrence.

A Petition of John Thompson and Richard Thompson
was presented to the House, and read.

Ordered, That the Petition be referred to a Committee.
And it is referred to Major Cattell, Mr. Charles Elliott,

and Colonel Gervais.
Ordered, That Jacob Richman, Esquire, have leave of

absence from the service of this House, on account of the
illness of his family. -

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning,
nine of the clock.

Friday, the 4th day of October, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment. Read the
Journal of yesterday's proceedings.

Ordered, That the attendance of such members of this
House as are Church- Wardens in any of the Parishes where
elections are to be held on Monday and Tuesday next, be
dispensed with -on those days.

Message to the President:

"MAY IT Pf.EASE YOUR EXCELLENCY: This House
request that your Excellency will be pleased to give direc-
tions that the stores upon Colonel Gadsden's wharf be
forthwith evacuated and put into as good a condition as
they were when taken possession of for the publick ser-
vice."

Ordered, That the Message be engrossed, and that Mr.
Speaker do sign the same.

.

Ordered, That Mr. John Berwick and Mr. Elias Horry,
Jun., do attend his Excellency with the said Message.

Mr. Berwick reported that Mr. Horry and himself had
delivered the Message they had in charge to the President.

The House proceeded to a third reading of a Bill for
establishing a Board of Commissioners to superihtend and
direct the Naval affairs of the State of South-Carolina.
But it appearing, upon reading the first clause of the Bill,
that the honourable the Legislative Council had struck out
the name of one of the Commissioners who had been bal-
loted for by this House, and inserted the name of another
gentleman instead,

Resolved, That this House will immediately proceed to
ballot for another Commissioner.

The House proceeded to ballot accordingly. And the
ballots being reckoned, Mr. Speaker reported that George
Smith, Esquire, had the majority of votes.

Ordered, That the name inserted in the Bill by the
Legislative Council be struck out, and that the name of
George Smith, Esquire, be inserted instead thereof.

Which being done accordingly,
The Bill for establishing a Board of Cominissionersto

superintend and direct the Naval affairs of the State of
South- Carolina was read a third time.

Resolved, That the Bill do pass; and that the title be
"An Act." .

Ordered, That Mr. Thomas Waring and Mr. Keating
Simons do carry the Hill to the Legislative Council for their
concurrence.

Mr. Waring reported that Mr. Simons and bimself had
delivered the Bill they had in charge to the Legislati\'e
Council.

Mr. De SaU$sure reported from the Committee to con-
sider and report the best way of procuring and keeping a
Guard upon Bloody-Point. And he read the Report in his
place, and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's table,
where the san}ewas read in the words following:

"That it appears to the Committee absolutely necessary
that a guard should be kept for the protection of the south-
ern parts of this State, and recommend that a detachment
of one hundred men, one Captain, and four subalterns, be
sent from either of the regiments of Regulars to do duty at
the different pl,aces now guarded by "the Militia of Colonel
Bull's regiment; or otherwise, by raising an independent
cornpany of the like number of men and officers for that
service. "

Resolved, That the Report be taken into consideration
immediately. ."

And the first clause of the Report being read, was agreed
to by the House.

Upon reading tbe second clause,
On motion,Resolved, That a Message be sent to the

President, requesting that his Excellency would procul'e,
and order to be laid before the House, a state of the Army
now in this State, where situate, and upon what services;
and that the further proceeding in the Report be postponed
till such state shall have been laid before the House.

The furtber proceeding in tbe Report was postponed
accordingly.

Message to the President:

"
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY: We request that

xour Excellency will be pleased to procure, and order to
be laid before this House, a state of the Army now in this
State, where situate, and upon what services."

Ordered, Tbat the Message be engrossed, and that Mr.
Speaker do sign the same.

Ordered, That Captain Barleston and Mr. White do
attend the President with the Message.

Captain Scott reported tbatCaptain Joiner and himself
had delivered the Ordinance they had in charl1e to the Le-
gislative Council.

0

Mr. Ladson reported that Mr. McPherson and himself
had delivered the Ordinance tbey had in charge to the Le-
gislative Council.

Mr. Harrington reported from the Committee to whom
the second clause in the Report on the President's Messal1e
of the 23d ultimo, and tbe papers accompanying the sa~e
respecting the building a stockade fort at Cheraw Hill, was
recommitted; and his Excellency's Message of the 1st
instant, and Colonel Powell's Letter of the 30th of Sep-
terr:ber, was committed; and he read the RepQrt in bis
place, and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's table,
where the same was read and agreed to by the House.

The third clause of the said Report being then read and
amended, was also agreed to by the House.

And the Report as amended and agreed to, is as follow-
eth:

"Tbat they, baving examined the petitions for and against
building a stockade fort at Cheraw Rill, are of opinion that
a fort in that secure part of the country is entirely useless;
that they have heard Colonel Powell on the subject of
keeping a garrison at the Cheraws, and on full consideration
of the matter are of opinion that a garrison in that part of
the country is unnecessary. And whereas a quantity of
gunpowder and lead was by order of Congress lodged in tbe
bands of the Committee of St. David's, for the use of the
Militia, part of which powder and lead has been drawn out
of their hands by orders of the commanding officer, the
Committee do therefore recommend that orders be given to
the said commanding officers to return such part of the said
powder and lead as remains unused, to the aforesaid Com-
mittee."

Colonel Pinckney presented to the House, according to
order, a Bill establishing a proper Oath of Qualification to be
taken by the members of the General Assembly, and for
other purposes therein mentioned; and the same was received
and read the first time.

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time.

Major Cattell reported fi'om the Committee to whomwas
referred tbe Petition of John and Richard Thomp.~on; and
he read the Report in his place, and afterwards delivered it
in at the Clerk's table, where the same was read in the
words following:

'

" That the Committee, on examination into the allega-
tions set forth in the petition, found the petitioners had been



45 SOUTH-CAROLINA ASSEMBLY, OCTOBER 7, 1776. 46

confined ~wo years and seven months for the non-payment
of fines set upon them by the courts of justice; and on
inquiring into the !:\ffects of John Thompson, whose fine is
one thousand pounds sterling, he has sent a list of his
property, annexed to this report; and Qe declares he is
ready to make oath that it is a true state of his estate. The
other petitioner, whose fine is one hundred pounds sterling,
appears to the Committee not to have any property what-
ever. In consideration of the long and close imprisonment
of the petitioners, and theilJ state of health of John Thomp-
son, the Committee has been induced to recommend that a
resolution of this House be sent to the honourable the Legis-
lative Council for their concurrence, and to his Excellency
the President for his assent, to remit the fines laid on the
said Thompsons, on the express condition that they shall
quit the State in three months after their releasement."

Read also a paper annexed, entitled "A particular account
of the property of John Thompson, now in his possession."

Ordered, That the Report be taken into consideration
to-morrow.

The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought from that
House an Ordinance to direct the manner of procuring
Negroes to be employed in the publick service. Read twice
in the said Council.

Also, an Ordinance for ascertaining the manner of issuing
orders for holding General Courts-Martial for the trying,
hearing, and determining of crimes and offences committed
by any persons belon~ing to the South-Carolina Regiments
upon the Continental establishment against the rules and
articles made for their government, and for the encourage-
ment of persons to enter into the service of this State; and
the following Message, to wit:

"In the Legislative CounciJ, the 4th day of October, 1776.

"Mr. SPEAKER ANDGENTLEMEN: Upon reading a third
time' An Ordinance for ascertaining the manner of issuing
'orders for holding General Courts-M<,1rtial for the trying,,

hearing, and determining of crimes and offences committed
'by any persons belonging to the South- Carolina regiments
'on the Continental establishment against the rules and arti-
'cles made for their government,' this House is of opinion
that the following amendment is necessary to be made to
the first enacting clause of the said ordinance, viz: Between
the word' State' and the word' be,' the words' not under
the rank of a Colonel in the said service' be inserted. To
which we desire the concurrence of your House; and bave
returned you tbe ordinance, to make the amendment accord-
ingly.

"
By order of the House:

"THOMAS SHUBRICK, President."

Ordered, That the Ordinance to direct the manner of
procuring Negroes to be employed in the publick service, be
read a tbird time to-morrow:

Message to the Legislative Council:

"HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN: This House concur with
your Honours in the amendment proposed to the Ordinance
mentioned in your Message of this date, and desire you will
insert the words' not under the rank of a Colonel in the
said service,' between the word' State' and the word' be,'
for which purpose the Ordinance is herewith returned."

Ordered, That the Message be engrossed, and that Mr.
Speaker do sign the same.

Ordered, That Mr. Hopson Pinckney and Mr John
Cardes do convey the Message to the Legislative Council.

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning,
nine of the clock.

Saturday, the 5th day of October, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment. Read the
Journal of yesterday's proceedings.

Resolved, That the inhabitants in the several Parishes
and Districts throllghout this State do, at the time of the
election of members of the General Assembly, also ballot
for and elect Committees in their different Parishes and
Districts, equal to the members heretofore appointed, for the
purposes mentioned in the eleventh article of the Continen-
tal Association, to wit: attentively to observe the conduct
of all persons touching the said Association, and also for the
purposes resolved on by the Congress of this State, held in

January, 1775, respecting the giving permission to bring
suits at law, and for such other purposes as the Committees
are authorized by Resolutions of Congress, or are or shall
be authorized by laws of this State; that the Committees,
or any three or more of the members of such Committees
respectively, except the Committees for Charles-Town, not
less than eleven of whom can do business, have authority
to pUt the said laws and resolutions in execution, and to
grant liberty for commencing suits; and that the Church
Wardens, and other managers of elections of members of
the General Assembly, do also manage the election of the
said Committees respectively; and that the Clerk of this
HOllsedo forthwith give them notice of this Resolve.

The Report of the Committee to whom the Petition of
John and Richard Thompson was referred, was read and
agreed to by the House, without any a~endment.

Resolved, That the fines imposed upon John and Rich-
ard Thompson, confined in Charles-Town Jail, be remitted,
on the express condition that they quit the State within three
months.

Ordered, That the said Resolution be, sent to the Legis-
lative Council for their concurrence, and to the President
for his assent.

The House then proceeded, according to the order of the
day, to the third reading of "An Ordinance to direct thA
manner of procuring Negroes to be employed in the publick
service."

The first and second sections being severally read, amend-
ed, and agreed to,

Upon reading the third section, a motion was made, and
the question put, whether the words, "or to make such
other' just and equitable arrangement or regulation in the.
premises as may best suit the particular circumstances of
the people, or most effectually promote the publick good,"
between the word" time" and the word" provided," should
remain a part of the section. And it was resolved in the
affirmative. ".

The other clauses of the Ordinance being severally read,
amended, and agreed to,

Resolved, That the Ordinance do pass.
Ordered, That the Ordinance be sent to the Legislative

Council for their concurrence. ,~

Ordered, That Captain McQueen and Mr. Ladson do
carry the same to the Legislative Council.

The Report of the Committee to whom the Memorial of
Richard Pearn was referred, being read:

Resolved, That this House do agree with the Report of
the Committee.

And then the House adjourned till Monday morning, nine
of the clock.

Monday, the 7th day of October, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment. Read the
Journal of yesterday's proceedings.

George Dawley, Esq., took the oath prescribed by the
Constitution, and his seat as a member.

Resolved, That the Speaker of this House do issue an
order upon the Treasury for the sum to be advanced to
Richard Pearis, as recommended in the Report agreed to
last Saturday.

Mr. Ncufville presented to the House a Mem~rial of di-
vers inhabitants of Charles-Town; and the said Memorial
was received arid read, in the following words:

"That your memorialists have, for many months last
past, fi'om a zeal for the interest of their country, and for
the preservation of this town in particular, constantly done
every kind of militia duty therein; that they have greatly
injured their fortunes, by neglecting their private concerns,
by being obliged to attend to such duty, both night and
day, in guarding the town, and the several batteries about
the same; that they apprehend such duty may now be well
done by a watch company, established under proper regu-
lations, and that the expense incident thereto will be but
little short of what is paid to the several companies now
doing duty; that your memorialists are always ready and
willing to step forth in defence of their country, when inva-
ded, or otherwise required thereto. Your memorialists,
therefore, humblY pray, that this honourable House will be
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pleased to take the premises into consideration, and direct
(if thought expedient) that one or more watch companies
be immediatelyraised,for guardingthe town, and the sev-
eral batteries and outposts in and about the same. And
your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray."

Which Memorial was subscribed by two hundred and
ninety-seven names.

Ordered, That the Memorial be referred to a Committee.
And it.is referred to the Honourable Mr., Heyward, Mr.

NeuJville, Mr. Anthony Toomer, Captain Roger Smith,
and Captain Leger.

The House then proceeded to read a second time a Bill
establishing a proper Oath of Qualification, to be taken by
the members of the General Assembly, and for other pur-
poses therein mentioned.

The first section of the Bill being read and amended, was
agreed to.

Upon reading the second section, a motion was made for
an amendment thereto. A debate ensued. The question
was put, and it passed in the negative. Then the said sec-
tion being read through, was also agreed to. .

The third sectJon being read, was amended, and likewise
agreed to.

A member then moved for leave to bring in four addi-
tional clauses to the Bill. And the same being presented to .
the House, were received, severally read twice, amended,
and agreed to.

Ordered, That the said clauses be added to and made
parts of the Bill.

The Bill being read through a second time,
Ordered, That the Bill be sent to the Legislative Council.
Ordered, That Mr. William Scott and Mr. Simon Ber-

wi£k do carry the Bill to the Legislative Council.
A member gave notice that he should to-morrow move

the House for leave to bring in Ii biJI of general amnesty.
The Honourable Mr. ReytlJard moved for leave to bring

in a Bill to amend an act entitled" An act to empower the
Court of Admiralty to have jurisdiction in all cases of cap-
ture of ships andotber vessels of tbe inbabitants of Great
Britain, Ireland, the British West-Indies, Nova-Scotia,
and East and West Florida, to establish the trial by Jury
therein, and for other purposes tberein mentioned, passed
the II th day of April, 1776."

Ordered, That leave be given accordingly.
Mr. Corbett reported' from the Committee to examine the

receipts of the Paymasters of the several Regiments in the
service of this State, and to compare them with the pay-
bills which are, or ought to be, lodged with the Treasury,
and to order the balance, if any, to be paid into the Treas-
ury. And he read the Report in his place, and afterwards
delivered it in at the Clerk's table, where tbe same was
read.

Ordered, That the said Report be recommitted, and that
the Committee have it in charge to inquire and report to
this House how the money paid to the Colonels, over and
above their pay, by the Paymasters, and by order of the
President and Council of Safety, and by the Publick
Treasurer:!, has been disposed of; and thilt the said Com-
mittee have power to send for persons, papers, and records.

Mr. Howe, having suggested to the House that there
is some property of Joseph Robinson, (commonly called
Major Robinson,) an enemy to the Amerzcan States, in the
possession of a Committee, .

Ordered, That the matter suggested by Mr. Howe be
referred to a Committee appointed to bring in a bill for
establishing a reprisal fund, and that Mr. Howe be added to
the said Committee.

And then the HOllse adjourned till to-morJ1OWmorning,
nine of the clock.

Tuesday, theSth day ofOetober, 1776.

The fIouse met according to adjournment. Read the
Journal of yesterday's proceedings. .

It being suggested to the House that there was no Pilot
or Pilot Boat for the bar and harbour of Beaufort, nor any
fund from which they c0l11dbe supplied and maintained,

Ordered, That Mr. De Saussure, Captain Joiner, Colo-
nel Garden, Captain Savage, and Major Simons, be a

Committee to consider and report proper ways and mean!!
of procuring, maintaining, and regulating a Pilot Boat, to
attend the bar and harbour of the Port of Beaufort.

Mr. Scott reported that Mr. Berwick and himself had
delivered the Bill they had in charge to the Legislative
Council.

Ordered, That the order of yesterday for leave to bring
in a Bill to amend an act passed the lIth of April last,
entitled" An act to empower the Court of Admiralty to
have jurisdiction in all cases of capture oftbe ships and otber
vessels of the inhabitants of Great Britain, Ireland, the
British West-Indies, Nova-Scotia, and East and West
Florida, to establish the trial by Jury therein, and for other
purposes therein mentioned," be discharged.

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to repeal
the said act, and for the like arid other purposes. And that

. Colonel Pinckney and the Honourable Mr. Heyward do
prepare and bring in the same.

Mr. Ladson reported that Mr. McQueen and himself had
delivered the Ordinance they bad in charge to the Legis-
lative Council.

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Heyward and Mr.
Young do, with a member of the Legislative Council, ex-
amine and prepare the engrossed Bill for establishing a
Board of Commissioners to superintend and direct the Naval
affairs of the State of South-Carulina.

The Honourable Mr. Heyward reported tbat Mr. Young
and himself had compared and examined the engrossed Bill,
and that they found it right.

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Edwards and Mr.
Capers do wait on the President with the Bill, that the
seal may be affixed thereto, and to desire to know when his
Excellency will please to receive this House, to present the
same for his assent.

Colonel Pinckney, according to order, presented to the
House a Bill to empower the Court of Admiralty to have
jurisdiction in all cases of capture of the ships and other
vessels of the inhabitants and subjects of Great Britain, to
establish the trial by Jury in tbe said court in cases of cap-
ture, and for other purposes therein mentioned. And the
same was received and read the first time.

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time.
The Honourable Mr. Edwards reported that Mr. Caper,

and himself had attended the President with the Message
tbey had in charge, and that his Excellency was pleased to
say he would receive the House in half an hour, in the
Council Chamber.

The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought from that
House an Ordinance for ascertaining the manner of issuing
orders for holding General Courts-Martial for tbe trying,
hearing, and determining of crimes and offences committed
by any persons belonging to the SQuth-Carolina Regiments
on the Continental establishment against the rules and arti-
cles for their government. Read a third time in tbe said
Council.

Ordered, That the engrossing of the said Ordinance be
postponed.

The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought from that
House an Ordinance to direct the manner of procurinO'
Negroes to be employed in the publick service. Read;
third time in the said Council.

Ordered, That the Ordinance be engrossed.
Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill of gen-

eral amnesty for all offences and misderneanours against the
laws of this State, antecedent to the fifth day of August last,
the day on which the Declaration of the Independency of
the States of America was made in this State, with an ex-
ception of State prisoners and any others which it might be
injurious to the welfare of the State to include in such
general amnesty. And that the Reverend Mr. Tennent,
Colonel Pinckney, the Honourable Mr. Edwards, Mr. Can-
non, and Mr. YO/mg, do prepare and bring in ~he same.

Message from the President, by tbe Clerk of the Legis-
lative Council:

"Mr. SPEAKER: His Excellency the President is now
in the Council Chamber, ready to receive this House with
any bills or ordinances tbey may bave to present."

And then the Messenger withdrew.
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Sullivant's could neither retreat or be supporled; indeed,
circumstances that make it important multiply upon me as
I write. I shall, however, suppress the expression of them,
as I presume the consideration I have mentioned is alone
sufficient to induce the attention of your LegislatUre.

" The walls of Fort Johnson require to be well cased with
palmetto logs, without which I conceive a smart cannonade
would so shock the foundation that it would not support the
superstructure. But was there no danger of this, it ought
not to remain as it is, as the fragments of brick, which WO\.lld
be shattered off by the shot, would inevitably destroy a
great number of our men j and this both policy and humanity
call upon us to prevent. I confess myself not pleased with
the lower battery; and if we have time, after we have got
over those matters more immediately wanted, I should wish
for an alteration.

" I come next to an object very near my heart; I mean
the preservation of this capital. The spirited conduct of its
inhabitants in opposition to the encroachments of tyranny,
even at a time when their property was likely to fall a sac-
rifice to their laudable zeal, demonstrates that they nobly
prefer publick good to private considerations, however inter-
esting, and gives them a just claim to assistance from their
neighbours, though the common cause was not concerned in
their safety. But, sir, when we contemplate the sitUation
of this town, fixed at the confluence of several rivers which

Wednesday, the 9th day of October, 1776. open a passage into the very bosomof your country, com-
The House met according to adjournment. Read the manding almost your whole inland navigation and, if pos-

Journal of yesterday's proceedings. sessed by the enemy, all your exterigur traffick, with houses
Message from the President, by the Clerk of the Legis- sufficient to barrack comfortably a great body of troops, and

lativc Council: an harbour extensive eoough to admit almost any number of
"Mr. SPEAKERANDGENTLEMEN:I herewith lay before ships, surrounded almost by water which the enemy would

you a letter from Brigadier-General Howe, it beinghis desire command,and approachableonly by a narrow neck of land
that the sentiments contained in it should be co~veyed to wbich they would fortify, it would be perhaps the most secure

you. Some of the matters which he recommends are antici- and noble place of arms for them imaginable, from which

pated by steps already taken to tbe same effect. I am they could with the same body of troops execute the pur-

persuaded, however, that you will pay due attention to the poses of despotism on three different States, and the posses-

rest, and doubt not. that lhe Executive power will have sian give their arms an eclat the influence of which might

sanction and support of the Legislature for the execution of be dreadfu1lydiffusive. It would bring upon our backs every

every measure necessary for the security and defence of the tribe of Indians, and call to their banners an host of domes-

State. J R
tick insurgents. A1I these cittumstances must make it a

"OHN UTLEDGE. capital object to them, and combine to prove that the loss
"8th October,1776." of this town may be reckoned among the deepest wounds
The Letter referred to in the Message being read, is as the cause of freedom could receive in this department.

f01l0ws: Publick good, therefore, and private interest, unite to induce
"SIR: The command of the military department of this us immediately to put it into a proper state of defence. To

State devolvil}g upon me, I feel it my duty to lay before hesitate one moment might possibly be to lose the opportu-
your Excellency, and by your means before the honourable nity which Providence has lent us. And all idea of expense,
Council and Assembly, my sentiments respecting the situa- however great, should be lost in the importance of the object.
tion of this country, and the measures which appear to me One step towards obtaining this desirable end would be to
necessary to place it in a proper state of defence. I am prevent, if possible, the approach of ships to the town.
happy to find that the~works at Fort Moultrie, and those And this, I conceive, may probably be effected by throwing
requisite for establishing in case of accident a secure retreat obstructions across the channel, opposite to Fort jtIoultrie,
to the garrison, are progressing so rapidly. When the fort is at those places which would expose them most to the fire of
finished, I have no doubt of its being able to repel any attack the fort. I am made happy at being informed this work is
made upon it in frontj but withouta considerablenumberof begun, and trust such hands are empJoyedas will execute it
works to secure it from being assailed in reverse, in would properly. I mllst, however, take the liberty to say, that
not, in my opinion, be long maintained against any formidable when I consider the amazing impetus with which ships under
attempt in that quarter. The methods best calculated to full sail come in contact with any body that obstl'Uc\stheir
preserve it, would be to erect proper works on the point of motion, that I doubt whether any single work can be made
Sullivant's Isl<J.nd,next to Long-Island, where it is probable substantial enough to be effectual. The method I should
the enemy would attempt to land; and by a chain of redoubts recommend would be to have one work within another, the
or other works from thence to the fort, be prepared to dis- second so near the first that it should take up the \'esse! if
pute the ground with them inch by inch should they effect she surmounted the first difficulty, before she had time to
a landing. regain her way.

" I at present imagine it may be necessary to throw up " The next thing, sir, is to put the town in such a state of
some defence where Colonel Moultrie kept his quarter guard, defence that the enemy, in case they get up with their ships,
but the transient view I had of the island leaves me unpre- may meet with the most obstinate opposition. It gives me
pared to speak with precision either as to the number or form concern to think that it is far from being in this state at pres-
of the works, or the particular spots on which they ought to be ent j several of the batteries, having capital erronl'S,require
erected. It is sufficient, however, that a ,.ariety of them are to be pulled down and rebuilt; and it will, I am persuaded,
wanted-that a great many hands are requisite to carry them be found necessary to erect others at different places. The
on. The number need not be ascertained, as the more there extempore works thrown up about the town, are by no means
are employed, the sooner we shall finish, and that the neces- to be depended upon. They were executed in a hnrry,
sity fo)'erecting such works is absolute and immediate. and under the expectation of an immediate attack. They

"The post at HadJrel's ought directly to be put in a mucb ought to be altered in many places, and at a1l to be made
more respectable state than it is at present. That station more effectual. As the interest of the inhabitants and good
would be important, even if it had no connection with of the common cause will, I doubt not~ dispose the people
Sullivant's. How mucn more so it must appear when we of this country to defend their capital to the last extremity,
consider that should the enemy possess it, our soldiers on and as the ~orking of a number of traverses Qcrossthe
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Mr. Speaker aod the House accordingly attended his
Excellency in the Council Chamber. And being returned,
Mr. Speaker reported that this House having attended the
President in the Council Chamber, ne had presented to his
Excellency the Ordinance for providing Juries for Beaufort
District, at the next November Courts; and also an act for
establishing a Board of Commissioners to superintend and
direct the Naval aff.'lirsof South- Carolina. To both which
his Exeellency had be~n pleased to give his assent.

Ordered, That Hopson Pinckney, Esq., be cashier to
this House.

A Petition of Henry Drew was presented to the House,
received and read; also, a Petition of Robert Pearis.

Ordered, That both Petitions be referred to a Commit-
tee. And they are referred to the Reverend Mr. Tennent
and Colonel Gervais.

Mr. Pinckney reported that MI'. Cordes and himself h~d
delivered the Ordinance and Message they had in charge,
to the Legislative Council.

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning,
ten of the clock, under a fine of twenty shillings on every
member who shall neglect to attend precisely at that hour,
to be paid immediately.
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streets are not only necessary to the obstinate defence of it,
but will prevent the great execution which might otherwise
happen from an enfilade, the materials for building these
works should dit'ectly be provided. They w~!Jldat present
perhaps incommode the passage of the inhabitants, so need
not be immediately erected, but the necessary apparatus
shouldbe depositedat convenientplaces, to be ready occa-
sionally.

" I have much to regret the exceeding weak state of the
back part of your town. Assailable at many places-at none
prepared to repel an attack-it requires our immediate atten-
tion. Nor am I less anxious about the neck that leads out of
town. The officer we may have to deal with this winter
is an officer of enterprise and resources, with judgment to
discern, and a disposition to take all the advantages he can-
not but observe. Should the Neck remain as it is, how easy it
would be for an inferiour army to shut in a superiolJr; and it
admits not of a doubt but he will, if he can, avail himself of
it. To prevent this, many works are I'equisite; and tbe sooner
they are undertaken, the better. I shall now, sir, proceed
to some circumstances of defence,. of a more general tend-
ency; among these the 'building of some row-galleys appear
to me as very consequential. I think it far from being
improbable that they may be so constructed as to be formi-
dabJe to men-of-war in their progress over your bar; and it
is certain they must be so, should the ships ever get up and
lay before the town. They will prevent all tenders, or other
small armed vessels, from maralldin9 those inhabitants who
live upon the river, m_akeit difficult, if not impossible, for
the enemy to transport their troops by water into thecoun-
try-a circumstance essentially important to the very being
of this State. They will convey your troops to Georgia
witb safety and expedition, should that State require your
aid, and facilitate the arrival of theirs should your exigencies
make it necessary; in short, the advantages of them are so
manifold that I earnestly hope they may claim your atten-
tion. As this State, and some neighbouring ones, ate unhap-
pily unequal in themselves to any formidable invasion, they
must depend entirely upon the assistance they can mutllaI1y
yield to each other. Every thing, therefore, which can
retard the march of troops,§hould be removed, and every
measure fallen upon which can contribute to bring them up
with the utmost expedition. If North-Carolina and Geor-
gia would join your State in establishing magazines of
provisions at proper places between your countries, it would
certainly prevent a great deal of delay; but this I am afraid
wiI1be a work of time.

"I beg leave, sir, to urge the absolute necessity of keeping
a great number of wagons always in the publick service.
Experience has taught me how difficult it is to procure them
when sllddenly wanted; and the time is probably at hand
when the least delay may be attended with very fatal con-
sequences.

"The great delay I have met with in marching men at
the ferries of every State, and at none more particularly
than in this, induces me to wish that in future they may be
better pl'Ovidedwith boats. Few, if any of them, have more
than one flat, and that generally not a good one; so that it
will take a whole day to get over a battalion and its bag-
gage. lleave you, sir, to judge what may be the event of
this, when tbe fate of a country may depend upon a single
hour.

"The mads, at all times an object of publick notice,
become of peculiar importance at this crisis, as upon the
goodness of them an expeditious march in a great measure
depends. I would urge, as a .circumstance exceedingly
necessary, the collecting and keeping for publick use a great
number of canoes and other rowing-boats, as in a country
so cut to pieces with water-courses and penetrable at such
a variety of places, it is very ullcertain where you may have
occasion to convey your troops, or from whence to bring
them. A provision of this kind, therefore, seems to be an
act of necessity. Certain I am, that in the late military
operations of this country, the want of them was severely
felt by the General, arid the service greatly injured by it.

"The short time I have been in this country renders it
impossible for me to be so well acquainted with tbe geogra-
phy of it as I wish, or as I hope soon to be; I therefore
cannot undertake to point out every p]ace where it might be
necessary to erect works, or take other methods to prevent
or render difficult the enemy's. access. I am happy, bow-

,

C\'er, in the consideration that you, sir, and many members
of your Legislature, fi-om the perfect knowledge of this
country, are adequate W tbis; and, ill the firm persuasion
tbat it will be properly attended to. The building of bar-
racks at those places where, in case of an invasion, wa
should be obliged to station troops, particularly at Had-
drel's, is a matter that ought by no means to be neglected.
The inconveniences which the soldiers suffered fOl'want of
them, and the ill effect it had upon their health, even in the
summer season, make it evident that they cannot endme a
winter campaign without them. I am loath to mention a
provision which I am fearful it will be difficult to make: I
mean of clotbes and blankets for the men; but I sbould be
wanting in attention to them not to express a wish that every
methqd may be fallen upon to procure them.

"I know not whether the islands along YQur seaboard
have any live stock upon them; but if they baye, and are
suffered to remain there, I cannot but consider them as tbe
absolute property of the enemy. I therefore think it my
duty, in the most earnest manner, to urge that they be im-
mediately removed; indeed, I think the proprietors of these
islands ought not to be suffered to occupy them at all at
present, that the enemymayhave no temptationto make or
receive benefit by making a lodgement on them.

B There are o}ber matters which strike. me as necessary
to tbe defence of this country, and from further observation
many more may occur to me; but as I presume Govern-
ment, in the recess of Assembly, will be furnished with
powers to provide for contingencies, I have no occasion to
trouble you with them now.

"I enter into tbe next object of my consideration with
exceeding diffidence and anxiety, lest I should be thourrbt. 0

to have exceeded the bounds of proprIety by touching \Ipon
it at all. If, sir, unfortunately for me, that should be the
case, will your Legislature do me the justice to impute it
to the zeal I have for the service of this State, and kindly
admit the cause to excuse the etH~ct? Tbe number of reg-
~llar troops allotted to this coulltry are not enough for its
defence, though aU the bat'talions were full. This, sir, mili-
tates strongly in favour of a well-regulated Militia, and I am
happy to hear it is the subject of your present deliberations.
But as a military system, exclusive of Militia, has been
established in Virginia, which experience has shown to be
a very goodone, I presume just to hint it to you-I mean
the establishing of Minute battalions. In order to do this,
their State was divided into districts, and each district fur-
nished a battalion of Minute-men. Persons of the greatest
consequence and influence were appointed as officers, who
inlisted the men from the body of the Militia. These men,
besides attending a number of private musters, were at
stated periods obliged to imbody in battalions for a speci-
fied number of days, and go t~roug~ al~ the discipline a~d
mana.>uvres of a camp. Dunng this time they were paid
and provisioned by the publick, and were at all times liable
to be called into the service. I had the honour to command
a great number of them the last winter; and it is but justice
to them to say, tbat they deserved to be ranked among the
best of our troops. The men of these battalions being in-
listed upon the express condition of turning out occasionally,
are always in expectation of, and will be always prepared
for it. They are generally better anned, and will probably
be better discip1ined, than Militia, and may either make it
unnecessary to call out the latter at all, or make a stand
against the enemy while tbey are collecting. But whether
such establishment may suif the policy of this country the
wisdom of your Legislature will determine.

"Permit me, sir, again, in tbe most earnest manner, to
urge the absolute necessity of immediately taking measures tn
place us in the best state of defence possible. Our private
interest, and our fidelity to tbe common cause exact it of us.
To lose the opportunity we now have, is to neglect the first
and betray the latter.

"Happy should I have been had not the necessity of
service deprived you of tbe Commander-in-Chiefof tbe
Southern department at this critical juncture, from wbose
indefatigable attention to bis duty, and from whos() spirit and
abilities in the execution of it, you could not but have de-
rived every possible benefit. I, sir, have nothing to offer
you hut an assurance of the most unwearied attention to
the duties of my station, the utmost exertion of such abili-
ties as I have, and that I shall, by my most strenuous efforts
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in the service of your country, demonstrate Lhezeal and at-
tachment I feel for the glorious cause oj freedom, to which
I have devoted myself.

.

"I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, sir,
your Excellency's most obedient and very humble servant,

"ROBERT HOWE.
"Charles-Town, 6th October, 1776."

Another Message from the President, by the Clerk of the
Legislative Couocil;

"Mr. SPEAKER ANI) GENTLEMEN: I send you several
Resolves of the Continental Congress, and an extract of a
letter which I lately received from Mr. Edward Rutledge.
As the men hereafter inlisted into the six battalions to be
furnished from this SLate should, I apprehend, be engaged
till the end of the war, and the bounty allowed by Con-
gress is considerably increased, your late resolution is now
inadequate. It will, therefore, be necessary that you should
determine what allowance or encouragement shall be given
by this State to the meD who may be inlisted here agreeable
to those resolves.

"
J R. . OHN UTLEDGE.

"9th October, 1776."

The extract of a Letter from the Honourable Mr. Ed-
ward Rutledge, dated Philadelphia, 25th September, 1776,
being read, is as followeth:

"The Congress are resolved to r<\iseeighty-eight battal-
ions, to continue during the war. We mean to reinlist all
those who are now engaged, if they will serve. It is. not
intended by the resolutions that you should raise six battal-
ions over and above what you now have, but that they
should be reinlisted toserve during the war."

The Resolves of the Continental Congress of the 14th,
16th, 18th, and 19th of September, 1776, being read, are
as follow:

"IN CONGRESS,September 14, 1776.-Whereas the
Delegates of South- Carolina have represented that by an
arrangement made io Congress on the 18th day of June last
the Regiment of Artillery and two Regiments of Riflemen
raised in that Province wi]] obtain precedency over a Regi-
ment of Rangers, though the latter was raised before either
of the former; which may be attended with co~sequences
extremely prejudicial to the service: Therefore,

"Resolved, That the said Regiment of Rangers, com-
manded by Colonel William Thomson, do stilI keep the
same station it had irJ the Provincid arrangement, and be
entitled to rank in the same way as other regiments in the
Continental service.

" Extract from the Minutes:
"'CHARLES TIIOMSON, Seet'etary."

"
IN CONGRESS,September 16th, 1776.-Resolvcd, That

eighty-eight Battalions be inlisted as s()on a~ possible, to
serve during the present war; and that each State furnish
their respective quotas in the following proportions, vi7<:

New-Hampshire,- ~. ~ _. . ,. - 3 Battalions.
Mqss(1(;hl.l,YcjJs-Bay,- - 15 ditto.
Rhodc-Islaif, _.. 2 ditto.

Connecticut, - ,. - - - 8 ditto.
New-Yor~, - - - - 4 ditto.
New-Jersey, ,. 4 ditto.
Pennsylvania, - 12 ditto.
Delaware, 1 ditto.
:Maryland, 8 ditto.
Virginia,- - - - ,. - - . 15 ditto.
North~Car(jlina,- 9 ditto.
South-Carolina, - ,. 6 ditto.
Georgia, - 1 ditto.

"That twenty Dollars be given as a bounty to each
Non-Commissioned Officer and Private Soldier, who shal]
in list to Serve during the present war, unless sooner dis-
charged by Congress:

"
That Congress make provision for granting Lands, in

the following proportions: to the Officers and Soldiers who
shall so engage in the service, and continue therein to the
close of the war, or until discharged by Congress, and to the
representatives of such Qfficersand Soldiers as shall be slain
by the enemy; such lands to be provided by the United
States, and whatever expense shall be necessary to procure
such land, the said expense shall be paid and borne by the
States. in the same proportion as the other expenses of the
war, VIZ:

"To a Colonel, 500 acres; to a Lieutenant-Colonel,
450 acres; to a Major, 400 do.; to a Captain, 300 do.; to
a Lieutenant, 200 do.; to an Ensign, 150 do.; each Non-
Commissioned Officer and Soldier, 100 do. :

" That the appointment of all Officers, and filling vacan.
cies, (except General Officers) be left to the GQvernments
of the several States, and that every State provide Arms,
Clothing, and every necessary for its quota of Troops, ac-
cording to the foregoingestimate: The expense of the Cloth-
ing to be deducted from the pay of the Troops, as usual:

"That all Officers be commissioned by Congress:
"That it be recommended to the several States that they

take the most speedy and effectual measures for inlistinG
their several quotas:

"That the money to be given for Bounties be paid by
the Paymaster in the Department where the Soldier shall
inlist:

'}That each Soldier receive pay and subsistence from
the time of their inlistment."

"Sf;PTEMBER]8th, 1776.- That if Rations be received
by the Officers or Privates irJ the Continental Army in
money, they be paid at the rate of eight-nineteenth parts of
a dollar per ration:

"That the Bounty and grants of Land offered by Con-
gress, by a resolution of the 10th instant, as an encourage-
ment to the Officers and Soldiers to engage to serve in the
Army of the United States during the war, shal1exterJd to
al1 who are or shall be inlisted for that term: the bounty of
ten dollars which any of the Soldiers have received from the
Continent on account of a former inlistment, to be reckoned
in part payment of the tweqty dollars offered.by said resolu-
tion:

"That no Officer in the Continental Army is allowed to
hold more than one commission, or to receive pay but in one
capacity."

"S/cPTKMBEJl19th, 1776.-That the..Adjutants in th~
Continental Army be allowed the Pay and Rations of Cap-
tains, and have the rank of First Lieutenant~.

" In order to prevent thl:)Officers and Soldiers who sbqJl
be entitled to the. Lands hereafter to be granted by the reso.
lution of Congress of t.he 16th, from disposing of the same
during the war,

.

"Resolved, That this Congress will not grant Lands to any
person or persons claiming under the assignment of any
officer or soldier.

"
By order of the Congre~s:

"JOHN HANCOCK,President."

Ordered, ThM the Messages from the President of yes-
terday and this day's dates, and the several papers accom-
panying the same, be referred to a Committl:)e; and they ar~
referred to the HonQurable Mr. Lowndes, the Honourabl~
1\11'.Edwards, the Honourable Mr. Justice Bee, Mr. Attor-
ney-General, Colonel Pi'(lckney, Mr. John Waring, M<l.ior
Slmons, Colonel McIntQsh, Mr. Williamson, and Captain
$avage.

The following gentlemen were returned duly elected
members of the present General Assembly, viz: Alexander
Moultrie, Esquire, for Charlcs-Town, in the room of Cato~
Ash, Esquire, deceased; the Honourable Thomas Bee,
Esquire, for the Parish Qf St. Andrew, in the room of the
Honourable Thomas Fuller, Esquire; William Pl)rker,
Esquire, for St. James, Goose Creek, in the room of th~
Honourable John Parker.

Ordered,That the said new-electedmembershave imme-
diate notice by the Messenger to attend this House.

A Letter from Edward Blake, Esquire, addressed to the
House, was laid before them, and read in the followin"
words:

..

"October 9th, 1776.

"GENTLEMEN: The Commissioners of the Navy Board,
on inquiry, find that a Captai.n is wanted for the Brigantine
,Comet. They beg leave to recommend Captain Stephen
Seymour and Captain Edward Allen as fit persons for the
Legislature to make choice of.

" EDWARDBLAKE, First Commissioner."

Resolved, That this House will proceed to ballot, jointly
with the hooourable the Legislative Council, for a Captain
of the Brigantine Comet.

Ordered, That the attendance of the members of the

'*'
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Legislati,'e Council in this House be desired, to join in bal-
loting for a Captain of the Brigantine Comet.

The Honourable Mr. Bee and Mr. Attorney-General
attending according to order, and beIng called in, took the
oath prescribed by the Constitution, and their seats as
members.

John Bull, Esquire, also took the oath prescribed by the
Constitution, and his seat as a member for Prince William's
Parish.

Ordered, That Mr. Ralph Izard and Mr. Thomas
Waring do examine and compare, with some member of
the Le"is]ative Council, an engrossed Ordinance to direct
the ma~ner of procuring Negroes to be employed in the
publick service.

Mr. Izard reported that Mr. Waring and himself had, as
ordered, examined and compared the Ordinance, and that
they found it truly engrossed.

Ordered, That Mr. Waring and Mr. Izard do attend the
fresident with the Ordinance, in order to have the seal
affixed thereto, and to desire to know when his Excellency
wiH please to receive this House, to present the same for his
assent. .

Mr. Waring I'cported that Mr. Izard and himself had
delivered the Message they had in charge to the President,
and that his Excellency was pleased to say he would receive
this House in ten minutes in the Council Chamber.

Resolved, That the Commissioners appointed by this
House on the 27th September last, to purchase a cargo of
Salt arrived here in the Sloop Margaret, be, and they are
hereby, authorized and required in like manner to purchase
all other Salt that shaH be imported here to the first day of
December next, and to sell and distribute the Salt to be so
purchased in the same manner and in such proportions as is
directed by order of this House of the 2d instant.

Resolved, That the Commissioners of St. David's Parish
do take into their-custody the Salt now in Mr. John Mitch-
elrs storeat CherawHill, payingfor thesame at the rateof
fifty shillings currency per bushel; and that they sell and
distribute the said Salt to and amongst such of the inhabit-
ants of this State who have not late]y received a dividead of
the Salt in Charles-Town or at Winyah as shall apply for
the same, in the proportion of one half-bushel to six white
persons in a family.

A Petition of Elizabeth Black, widow, was presented to
the House, and read, in the following words:

"That the petitioner's late husband, Robert Black, was
late a soldier in the Second Regiment in the service of this
State, and was, in the gallant defence of Fort Moultrie, on
Sullivan's Island, on the 28th day of June last, grievO!Jsly
and mortally wounded, and died on the 11th day of July
next after; that the petitioner, besides a daughter married,
hath one daughter fifteen years old, another twelve years, a
son of a very sickly habit of body about eight years, a
dauuhter about six, and another son about four years old;
that'she hath no friends or relations in this State from whom
she can expect the least assistance for the support of herself
and this family, and that she is in very poor and indigent
circumstances; that the petitioner having ]ately made appli-
cation to his Excellency the President and the honourable
the Privy Council, his Excellency was pleased, with the
advice of that Board, to order fifty pounds to" be paid her,
and that she should be entitled to receive the pay of her hus-
band until the sitting of this House; that the petitioner is
very desirous of returning from this State, in which herself
and children have been very sickly, to her native State,
friends, and relations, in Pennsylvania, but is unable to bear
the expense of such a journey. The petitioner therefore
humbly prays that this honourable House will take the
premises into consideration, and grant her such l'dief as to
them in their wisdom shall seem meet."

Message from the President, by the Clerk of the Legisla-
tive Council:

"Mr. SPEAKER: His Excellency the President is now in
the Council Chamber, ready to receive this House with the
Ordinance they have to present."

And then the Messenger withdrew.
Mr. Speaker, with the House, accordingly attended the

President in the Council Chamber. And being returned,
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Mr. Speaker reported, that the House having attended the
President in the CCltlncil Chamber, he had presented to his
Excellency" An Ordinance to direct the manner of procur-
ing Negroes to be employed in the publick service," to which
his Excellency had been pleased to give his assent.

The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought from that
House a Bill establishing a proper Oath of Qualification to
be taken by the members of the General Assembly, to direct
the method of choosing Parochial and District Committees,
for authorizing the returning officers of St.David's Parish to
hold their elections one day at the Church and one day at
the Court-House, and for othel' purposes therein mentioned.
Read a second time in the said Council.

The said Bill being read a third time,
Resolved, That the Bill do pass.
Ordered, That the Bill be sent to the Legislative Council

for their concurrence.
Ordered, That Captain Harlston and Major Simons do

carry the Bill to the Legislative Council.
A Bill to empower the Court of Admiralty to have juris-

diction in all cases of the capture of the ships and other
vessels of the inhabitants and subjects of Great Britain, to
establish th~ trial by Jury in the said court in cases of cap-
ture, and for other purposes therein mentioned, was read a .

second time.
Ordered, That the Bill be sent to the Legislative Council.
Ordered, That Major Simons and Captain Harlston do

carry the Bill to the Legislative Council.
Colonel Gervais reported from the Committee to whom

was referred the Petition of Henry Drew. And he read
the Report in his place, and aftBrwards de]ivered it in at the
Clerk's table, where the same was read in the words follow-
109:

"That they repaired tothe Jail and examined the petitioner,
who they find is a prisoner of war, belonging to the Fortieth
Regiment of Foot of his Britannick Majesty. And therefore
your Committee are of opinion that his application would
come more properly before General Howe, Commander-in-
Chief, for the time being, of the Continental troops here."

The Report being read a second time,
Resolved, That this House do agree with the Report of

the Committee.
The Reverend Mr. Tennent reported from the Committee

to whom the Petition of Robert Pcaris \Vasreferred. And
he read the Report in his place, and afterwards delivered it
in at the Clerk's table, where the same was read, and is as
follows:

"That they went to the common jail in Charles-Town,
and made the best inquiry they could into the case of the
said Robert Pearis. They found him confined, as the peti-
tion sets forth, in an upper apartment prepared for common
criminals, the windows of the room without sashes or glass
to keep out the weather, although so constructed as easily to
admit of glass. They found that the roof of the jail was
so defective as continually to leak when it r~s, not on]y to
the injury of the apartment in question, but of every other
in the jail, to the manifest danger of the health of the
unhappy creatures confined there, as well as to the great
damage of the building. They also report that they con-
versed with MI'. Pearis on the cause of his confinement,
and found him, although disposed to take an oath of neutral-
ity, yet determined against every kind of opposition to the
arms of his Britannick Majesty, considering himself a sub-
ject of Great Britain, notwithstanding the declaration of
independency. They can, therefore, only recommend that
Mr. Pearis be admitted to comedown into the lower apart-
ments of the jail, and to walk in the garden in the day time,
upon his parole that he will take no advantage of this
indulgence; but that in case of actUal invasion, he, with
other prisoners, should be confined more strictly. Your
Committee was afflicted to find that not only Mr. Peqris,
but sOllleprisoners of war, although sick, were shut up with
common criminals, and confined to the same provisions with
them. And although it was not expressly committed to
them, and only fell under their observation in the course of
their inquiry into Mr. Pearis's grievances, yet common com-
passion for the miserable, and a regard for the honour of this
State, induce them to recommend it to the House to appoint
a committee to examine into the state of the jail and the
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treatment of the prison~rs of war, and enjoin it upon them
to report thereon as speedily as possible."

The Report being read a second time,
Resolved, That this House do agree with the Report of

the Committee.

Ordered, That the Reverend Mr. Tennent, Colonel Ger-
vais, and Captain Scott, be a Committee to examine and
report to this House the state of the Jail and the treatment
of the prisoners of war.

Mr. De Saussure reported from the Committee to con-
sider the best means of providing, maintaining, andregu-
lating a Pilot-Boat and Pilot for Beaufort. And he read
the Report in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the
Clerk's table, where the same was read in. the words follow-
mg:

"That not less than. five Commissioners be appointed,
whose power shall be' to superintend the pilotage for said
port, to cause a pilot-boat to be built, and for the payment
of which this House do grant them a sum not exceeding
three thousand pounds currency, to be paid to their order
by the Treasurers. That this House do also grant to said
Commissioners the sum of one thousand pounds currency
per annum for a salary to a pilot; as also. the 'Sum of two
hundred pounds currency per annum for keeping in repair
said boat; which sums the Commissioner shall draw on the
Trea~ry in half yearly payments."

Ordered, That the Report be taken into consideration
to-morrow.

Ordered, That during the recess of the House the late
and the present Clerks do, tqgether, open the packages con-
taining the Journals, Books, and other papers belonging to
this House, and make out a catalogue or schedule thereof,
to remain in the hands of the present Clerk, with the custody
of the said Journals, Books, and other papers.

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning,
eleven of the clock.

Thursday, the 10th dayof October, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment. Read the
Journal of yesterday's proceedings.

The members of the honourable the L~gislative Council
having been desired to attend in this House, to join in ballot-
ing for a Captain and Commander of the Brigantine Comet,
their Honours attended accordingly. The members of both
Houses then proceede.d in the balloting, and the ballots
being reckoned, Mr. Speaker reported that Captain Edward
Allen was, by a majority of votes, duly elected - Captain
and Commander of tbe Brigantine Comet.

Message to the President:

"MAY IT PLEASEYOUREXCELLENCY:This House havin!T,
jointly with the Legislative Council, by ballot, duly eJect:d
Captain Edward Allen to be Captain and Commander of the
Brigantine Comet, armed in the service of this State, request
that your Excellency will commissionate him accordingly."

Ordered, That the Message be engrossed, and that Mr.
Speaker do sign the same.

Ordered, That Mr. Skirving and Mr. Ladson do attend
the President with the Message.

Petitions from John Gray, John Morgridge, and Stephen
Prosser, prisoners in Charles-Town Jail, were presented to
the House and read.

Ordered, That the said Petitions be referred to the
Committee appointed yesterday to examine and report the
state of the Jail and the treatment of tbe prisoners of war.

Colonel Pinckney presented to tbe House, according to
order, a Bill for the better regulation of the Militia of tbis
State, :md for repealing all the Militia Laws and Resolves-
of tbe late Provincial Congresses respecting the Militia,
heretofore made. And the same was recei\'ed and read the
first time.

Ordtred, That the Bill be read the second time.

Message to the President:

"MAY IT PLEASEYOUREXCELLENCY: This House havinO'
resolved that a fort and guard at the Cheraws are unne~
cessary, request that your Excellency will be pleased to (rive
orders to discontinue the building of the said fort, and for
the discharge of the guard now there. And that such part

of the powder and lead, which the Colonel of the regiment
of that district had received for tbe use of such guard, as
remains unused, be delivered to the care and custody of the
Committee for St. David's Parish."

Ordered, That the Message be engrossed, and that Mr.
Speaker do sign the same.

Ordered, That Mr. Skirving and Mr. Lad.wn do carry
the Message to the President.

The House then proceeded on the order of the day, to
consider the Report of tbe Committee appointed to consider
and report the best means of providing, maintaining, and
regulating a Pilot-Boat and Pilot to attend the bar and har~
bour of Beaufort. And the said Report being read and
debated on, was agreed to by the House.

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a Bill for the
purpose therein mentioned.

Resolved, That the Bill for the' better regulation of the
Militia of this State, and for repealing all the Militia Laws
and Resolves of the late Provincial Congresses respecting
the Mi]itia, heretofore made, be read a second time On Sat-
urday next, and that all the members of this House wbo
can attend be summoned.

Message from the Legislative Council, by the Clerk of
that House:

"In the Legislative Council, the 10th day of October, 1776.

"Mr. SPEAKERANDGENTLEMEN:.Upon reading a third
time' A Bill establishing a proper oath of qualification to
'be taken by the members of the General Assembly, direct-
'ing the method of choosing Parochial Committees for autho-
'rizing the returning officers of the Parish of St. David's to
'hold their elections one day at the Church and one day at
'the Court-House, and forotber purposes therein mentioned,'
this House propose the foHowingamendment may be made
to the latter end of the c1ause of the said BiH, which dis-
charges the Members of the General Assembly from taking
the State oath, viz: 'But instead thereof the Members
'of the General Assembly respectively, at the time of their
'taking the oath of qualification as aforesaid, shaH, before, the same Justice of the Peace, take the foHowingoath or
'affirmation, viz: I, A B, do swear or affirm that I wiH,, to the utmost of my power, support, maintain, and defend
'the Constitution of South-Carolina as established by Con-
'gress on the :l6th day of March, 1776, until the legislative, authority of this State shall determine otherwise."

This House likewise propose the following clause should
be maqe part of the said Bill :

" And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That all Church-Wardensor other personswho shaH here-
after manage elections for members to represent the severa1
Parishes and Districts respectively, within this State, shall,
and they am hereby authorized and empowered, before tbey
receive the vote from any elector who they may suspect and
believe hath not taken the oath of fidelity to this State,
administer the same to aHand every such elector or electors;
and in case of their refusal to take the said oath, he or they
shall not be permitted to give his or their vote," -to which
we desire the concurrence of your House.

Resolved, That this House do concur with the bonour-
able the Legislative Council in the amendment proposed in
the foregoing Message.

Message to the Legislative Council:
"HONOURABLEGENTLEMEN:This House concur with

your Honours in the. amendments proposed to be made to
the Bill mentioned in your Message of this date, and desire
your Honourswill amend the BiHaccordingly."

.

Ordered, That the Message be engrossed, and that Mr.
Speaker do sign the same.

Ordered, Tbat Mr. Elias Horry, Junior, and Mr. Ben-
jamin Waring, do carry tbe Message. to the Le!Tislative
Council. '"

Message to the Legislative Council :

" HONOUR4BLEGENTLEMEN:We here",ith send to your
Honours copy of a Resolve of this House to remit certain
fines imposed on John Thompson and Richard Thompson
to which we desire your Honours' concurrence."

,

Ordered, That the Message be engrossed, and that Mr.
Speaker do sign the s~me. .

Ordered, That Mr. Benjamin Waring and Mr. Elias

"
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HQrry, Junior, do carry the Message to the Legislative
Council.

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning,
ten of the clock.

Friday, the nth day of October,1776,
The House met according to adjournmenJ. Read the

Journal of yesterday's proceedings.
Mr. Skirving reported that Mr. Ladson and himself had

waited cn the President with the Messages they had in
charITe, and that his Excellency was pJeased to say he
would issue the orders reql1ested in the one, and commis-
sionate Captain Allen as desired in the other.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this House that no
person in this State, indebted to any persons subjects to the
Kinrr of Great Britain, (the inhabitants of Bermudas and
the Bqhama Islapds excepted,) or any attorney within this
State, for any such subjects, (except as afQresaid,) ought to
remit Qr pay, dil'ectly or indirectly, to any such subjects,
(except as befQreexcepted,) Or for their use, any sum of
money or merchandise whatever, until it shall be otherwise
directed by Jaws, except attorneys fQrpersons usually resi-
dents in this State, now in Great Britain, and intending to
return as soon as possible to this State, and the parents and
guardians of youth. now residing and educating in Great
Britain, or in any other part of Europe; which Jast-men-
tioned attorneys, parents, and guardians, may be at libc'ty
to remit, for. the u~e of their constituents, children, and
wards, such sUmS as they shall think necessary and expe-
dient for tbeir support or educatiQn and nlaintenance.

Resolved, also, ThOatit is the opinionof this House that.
aU absentees holding estates in thIs State should use every
means in

.

their pa
.

wer forthwith to return to this S
.

tate..
Ordered, That a copy of the above Resolves be sent ta

the Legislative CouociUor their concurrence, and to the
President for his assent.

Message tathe Legislative Council:
"HoNQUJUBLEGENTLEMEN:We herewithsend a copy

of Resolves entered into by this House, to which we desire
your Honours' concurrence."

Ordered, That the Message be engrossed, aQd that Mr.
Speaker do sign.the same.

Ordf;red, That Mr. Middleton and Mr. McQueen do
carry the Message to the Legis]ative Council.

Mr. De Saussure presented to the Hopse, acc;ording to
or.der, an Ordinance for allowing and keeping in repair a
Pliot-Boat to attend the bar and harbQur of Beaufort, and
for settling and regulating the pilotage of the said harbour.
And the same was receivedand read the firsttime. .

Ordered, That the Ordinance be read a second time.
And the same being read accordingly,
Ordered, That lbc Ordinance be sent to the Legislative

Council.
Ordered, That Mr. Benjarnin Waring and Mr. Thomas

Waring do carry the same to the Legislative Council.
Resolved, That the CQmmissioners for purchasinO"and

delivering Salt, shaIJ, for one month aft.er this date, d"elivCl'
Salt to persons applying for it, (without certificates from
Committees,) upon such persons' making oatb of the nurl]-
bel' of families they apply for, and that they will distribute
the S~lt in the allotted proportions amongst such persons.

Ordered, That the Petition of Elizabeth Black, pre-
sented to this House on Wedlle~da!llast, be re(ened to a
Committee.

And it is referred to the Reverend Mr. Tennent, Major
Cattell, and Mr. Ralph Izard.

Resolved, That the Commissioners of tbe Treasury, as a
further encouragement to the commander and mariners be-
longing to the vessel caIJed the Rfvengf;, do pay and advance
to the said commander and men, out of the amount of the
sales of the cargo taken from on board the transport brig-
antine caIJed the Glasgow Packet, olle-sixth of the neat
amOUntQfsales of the said cargo.

Ordered, That a copy of the above Resolve be sent to
the Legislative Council for their concurrence and to tbe
President for his assent. '

Message to the Legislative Council:

" HOI~:QURABLEGEN'fLJi;MEN; We herewith send copy of

a Resolution this day entered into by this House, to which
we desire your Honours' concurrence."

Ordered, That the Message be engrossed; and that Mr.
Speaker do sign the same.

Ordered, That Captain Roger Smith and Mr. Chiffe[le
1;\0carry the same to the 4egislative Coun<;il.

The Honourable MI'. Heyward reported from the Com-
mittee to whom the Memorial of divers inhabitants of
Charles- Town was referred. And he read the Report in his
place, and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's table,
where tbesame was read, and is as follQweth:

" That it is their opinion lea ve should be given to bring in
a Bill for establishing and keeping three Watch Companies
in Charles-1'own."

Resolved, That the Report be taken into consideration
immediately.

And tbe same being accordingJy taken into consideration
and agreed to by the House,

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in such a Bill,
and that the Honourable Mr. Heyward do prepare and bring
in the same.

The Honourable Mr. Heyward, according to order, pre-
sented to thtJ House a Bill for estab]ishing and keeping tbree
Watch Companies in Charles- Town; and the same was
received and read the first time. .

Ordered, That tbe Bill be read a second time to-mQfrow.
The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought from that

House a Bill to empower the Court of Admiralty tQ have
jurisdiction, in al! casesof capture, of the ships and other
vessds oJ tbe inhabitants and subjects of Great Britain, to
establish the trial by JUl'y in die said court in cases of cap-
t\1l'e, aod for the Qther purposes therein mentioned. Read
Ii second time in the said Council. Also, a Bill for estab-
lisbing a proper Oath of Qualification to be taken by the
members of the G?nel'al Assembly, directing the metbod of
choosing Parochial and District Committees, for authol'i~ing
the returning officers for the Parish of St. David to hold
their elections one day at the Church and one day at the
Court-Ho~se, and for the purposes therein mentioned.
Head a third time in that House.

Ordered, That the title of the BilJ be " An Act j" and
that the Act be engrossed.

The Reverend Mr. Tennent presented to the House,
according to order, a bill of free and general pardon. And
the same was received and read the first time.

Ordered, That tbe Bill be read a second time.
Orde7'ed, That the Clerk of this House do cause an the

Acts and Ordinances passed by tbe Legislature of this State
to be printed as soon as may be after their passing, for the
use of the members Of both Houses.

And then the House adjourned tiIl to-morrow morning,
nine of the dock.

Saturday, the 12th day of October, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment. Read tbe
Journa] of yesterday's proceedings.

Mr. Capcl'S repOl'ted from tbe Committee to whom the
Petition of William Hort, Esquire, was referred. And he
read the Repon in his place, and afterwards delivered it in
at the Clerk's table, where the same wa~ read, and is as
followeth:

" That they ha ve considered the petition of Mr. Hort, and
are of opinion tbe prayer of the petition ought to be granted.
But inasmuch as there are many inhabitants of this State
in the same situation with MI'. HOTt,your Committee
recommend that this HOllseenter into a resolvedesiringall
persons that bave received damages in the like case, to make
"them known within six months, in order tbat prO\'jsion may
be made for the same; and that notice be gi~.enin tbe
Gazette for that purpose."

Ordered, That the consideration of the Report be post-
poned, in order to proceed upon the order of the day'.

The order of the day being read,
Ordered, That the Messengers do go ont and summon

all the absent members to give their immediate attendance.
A motion was then made, that the order of the day, for

reading a second time a Bill for the better regulation of the
Militia of this State, and for repeawng all the Militia Laws
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and Resolves of the late Provincial Congress respecting the
Militia, heretofore made, be postponed.

A debate ensued; and the question being put, the House
divided. Teller for the yeas, Colonel Pinckncy-46.
Teller for the noes, the Honourable MI'. Lowndcs-42. So
that it was resolved in the affirmative.

Daniel Heyward, Jun., Esquire, took the oath prescribed
by the Constitution, and his seat as a member of this House.

.Message from the Legislative Council by their Clerk:

"Mr. SPEAKER AND GENTI.EMEN: Upon reading your
message to this House of yesterday, with the resolution
which accompanied it for remitting the fine imposed upon
Richard Thompson and John Thompson, we are at a Joss
to know what those fines were, and for what cause they
were imposed, and therefore we 5hall be glad to be informed
of the particulars of those men's cases, if your House is pos-
sessed of any informatiQn leading thereto.

"In the Legislati~'e Council, 12th day of October, 1776.

"
By order of the House:

"THOMAS SHUBRICK, Speaker."

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Justice flfatthews
do examine and compare, with some members of the Legis-
lative Council, an engrossed Bill for establishing an Oath of
Qua1ification to be taken by the members of the General
Assembly, directing the method of choosing Parochial and
District Committees, for authorizing the returning officers
for the Parish of St. David to hold their elections one day
at the Church and one day at the Court-House, and for other
purposes therein mentioned.

The HonQurable Mr. Justice Matthews reported that the
Bill had been examined and compared, according to order,
and that the same was tru1y engrossed.

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Justice Matthews
and Mr. Daniel Heyward, Jun., do wait on the President
with the Bill, to desire that the seal may be affixed thereto,
and to know when his Excellency will please to receive this
House to present the same.

The Honourable Mr. Justice 1Jfatthewsreported that Mr.
Heyward and himself had waited on the President with the
Bill and Message they had'in charge, and that his Excel-
lency was pleased to say he would receive this House
presently, in the Council Chamber.

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Lowndes, Colonel
Gadsden, the Honourable Mr. Justice Bee, the Honourable
Mr. Justice Matthews, the Honourable Mr. Heyward, Col-
onel Pinckney, Captain Trapier, Mr. Attorney-General,
and the Honourable Mr. Edwards, be a Committee to
revise the Constitution or form of Government, and to report
to the House such alterations or additions as rilay be expe-
dient to make thereto.

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in an Ordinance
for opening and improving the inland navigation'~in this
State; and that the Honourable Mr. Justice Bee do prepare
and bring in the same.

"An Ordinance for al10wing and keeping in repair a
Pilot Boat to attend the Bar and Harbour of Beaufort, and
for.regulating the Pilotage of the said Harbour," was read
a third time.

Resolved, That the Ordinance do pass.
Ordered, That the Ordinance be sent to the Legislative

Council for their conCUl'l'ence.
Ordered, That Colonel Gadsden and Mr. Osborn' do

carry the Ordinance to the Legislative Council.
Colonel Gadsden reported that Mr. Osborn and himselfhad

delivered the Ordinance they had in charge to the Legisla-
tive Council.

Message from the President, by the Clerk of the Legisla-
tive Council:

H Mr. SPEAKER: His Excellency the President is now in

the Council Chamber, ready to receive this House with the
Bill they have to present.'!

And then the Messenger withdrew.

Mr. Speaker, with' the House, accordingly attended the
President in the Council Chamber. And being returned,
Mr. Speaker reported that this House having attended the
President in the Council Chamber, he had presented an
act for establishing a proper oath of qualification to be taken
by the members of the General Assembly, directing the

method of choosing Parochial and District Committees, for
authorizing the returning officers for the Parish of St. David
to hold their elections one day at the Church and one day
at the Court-House, and (or other purposes therein men-
tioned; to which his Excellency had been please? to give
his assent.

The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought from that
House" An Ordinance for allowing and keeping in repair a
Pilot Boat to attend the Bar and Harbour of Beaufort, and
for regulating the Pilotage of the said Harbour." Read a
third time in that House.

Ordered, That the Ordinance be e~grossed.

Message to the Legislative Council:

"HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN: In answer ,to your message
just now received, we herewith send you a Petition, and a
Report of a Commjttee thereon, as agreed to by this House,
which will inform you the particulars of the caSeSof Richard
and John Thompson, and of the grounds of the resolution
of this House with respect to those persons."

Ordered, That the Message be engrossed, and that Mr.
Speaker do sign the same.

Ordered, That Mr. Pinckney and Mr. Thomas Waring
do carry the Message to the Legislative Council.

The House then proceeded on a second reading of a bill
for establishing and keeping three Watch Companies. And
having made some progress therein,

Ordered, That the further proceeding in the said Bill be
adjourned till Monday next.

Ordered, That George Robinson, George Pawley, and
Francis Adams, Esquires, have leave of absence from the
service of this House to attending the approaching elections
in their respective Districts.

Resolved, That all necessaryrepairsto thePublickBuild- -

ings be forthwith made, aud this House will provide for the
expense thereof.

And then the House adjourned till Monday morning, ten
of the clock.

Monday, the 14th day of October, 1776.

The Hou~e met according to adjournment. Readthe
Journal of 'Saturday's proceedings.

Mr. Neufville reported from the Committee to examine
the publick Treasury Accounts, and to report to the House
an exact and circumstantial account of the state of the
Treasury, what sums have been issued, and for what pa~-
ticular service, arranging under distinct heads the particular
services for which the moneys have been expended. And
he read the Report in his place, and afterwards delivered it
in at the Clerk's table, where the same was read, and is as
followeth:

That the Commissioners of said Treasury have paid the
following sums on the accounts and to the several persons
under-mentioned, viz :

The First and Second Regiments,
The Third Regiment of Rangers,
The Fourth Regiment of Artillery, -
The Fifth and Sixth Regiments of Rifle-

men, -
Rice,
Flour,
Indian affuirs,exclusiveof 1,000 pounds

of Gunpowder, -
North- Carolina, for the prislfhers Dunn

and Boote, - -
Vestry of St. Philip's Parish,
Brigantine William,
Schooner~ Islington and her cargo, -
Cargo per the brigantine Notre Dame and

disbursementg for the vessel, -
Firemacstersfor Charllis-Town, -
Edward and John Blake,
Voyage per the Rebecca from George-

Town, - - - - - - - - -
Colonel Richardson's expedition,
Naval Department,
Artillery Company at Port-Royal, -
Contingencies, -
Fortifications,

- £351,256 18
139,322 8
60,936 18

92,029 7
27,782 13

3,754 2

2
5
4

3
2
4

12,865 9 9

2,172 7
10,000 0

1,167 10
,21,865 17

8
o
6
5

29,656 10
J05 0

6,500 0

6
o
o

2,687 4
192,379 11
JOl,544 8

]2,256 1
303,765 18

53,200 5

4
4
1
o
6
5
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4 9 The Commissionersof the Treasury have received the
o 0 followingsums, viz:

.

1 4 Of Edward Oats, on account of Osna-
burgssoldbyhim, - - - - - - £7,000 0 0

Of Henry Peronneau and Berifamin

3,160 15 10 Dart, late Treasurers, - - - - -
Borrowed of Gabriel Manigault,
For Sugars per the ship Port Henderson,
Of James Leakie, on accollnt,
Of George Abbot Hall, fi"Omthe Custom-

HOllse,- - - - - - - - -
Fines and Forfeituresto the State, - -
Payments on the Bonds and Notes deliv-

ered up by Messrs. Peronneau and
Dart, late Treasurers, - -. - - 8,893 18 7

lQ,737 11 0 Transient Duties, - - - - - - 15 Q 3
5,719 0 0 Grant of the 14th June, 1775, - - -1,000,000 0 0

Grant of 15th November, 1775, in p~~:t,- 118,365 0 0
2,760 0 0 From the ContinentalCongress,Q88,000

Dollars, - - - - - - - - - 468,000 0 0
7,362 14 6 Grant of 6th March, 1776, - - - 750,000 0 0

209,991 4 3

£2,365
3,000
4,653

John Scott, son of Jonathan, - - - -
Joseph Darrell,
Georl!ia, - - - - - - - -
NitreLWorks, - - - £2,8JO 15 10
William Bartey's account, 350 0 0

31,368 lQ 6
15,500 0 0
46,217 18 Q

1,556 0 0

Continental Congress, - 6,115 17 0
And for paymentof Con-

tinentalTroops,- - 31,975 0 0

Works on Sullivant's Island, -
Commissary-General,- - - - - -
Salariesof the Clergy, --
Carg~ per schooner Peggy at George-

Town, - ... - - - -
Commissioners for buying Rifles,
Contingent fund for his Excellency the

President, - - - - - - - -
Artillery Company at George- Town, and

for the Fort there, - - - - - -
Militia, - - - - - - - - - -
Peter Lepoole and John Burnley, for

Rice shipped on the brigantine Liberty,
Philip Canway master, - - - - 5,Q27 13 4 Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on the

Robert _Cochran, - - - - - - - 951 10 6 state of the Treasury, to considerand report to the House
Vo)'age for the schQoner Little Thomas, proper ways and means of supplying the TreasUl'Y,in the

Captain Nelmes, to Berm.uda, - - - 548 11 9 recess of the House, with such moneys as may be imme;..
PaulPritchard,- - - - - - - 1,000 0 0 diately wanted for the publick service, and how the moneys
Virginia, - - - - - -. - - - 65 0 0 issued that have been counterfeited may best be called in
Commissioners for laying ob~tructions on and the counterfeiting of money in future prevented.

the Bar, - - - - - - -- - 5,646 lQ 6 Ordered, That {he Honourable Mr. Justice Bee and the
Commissioners for purchasing Salt, bal- Honourable Mr. Heyward be added to the said Committee.

ance of this account, - - - - 4,935 3 0 The Reverend Mr. 1'ennent reported from the Committee
Commissionersfor importingClothes for to whomthe Petition of Elizabeth Black wasreferred; and

the Troops, - - - - - - - - 43,980 17 9 he read the Report in his place, and afterwards delivered it
Fortificationson James Island, 6,307 14 1 in at the Clerk's table, wherethe same was read, in the fol-
Commissioners of Fort Lytleton, Port lowing words:

Royal, - - - - - . - - - 2,373 7 5
"That it is their opinion that the prayer of the petitionStockade Fort, and keeping a garrison at

Cheraw, _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1,647 19 6 should be granted, and the sum of three
,

hl
l
mdred and fifty

poundsbe given the petitioner, to enab e leI' to transport
Captain Darrell's company at Lyttleton's If d f:

.
S f P 1

Bastion, _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Q,329 15 3 herse an amlly to the tate 0 ennsy vania, or to any

For the care of John Stuart's estate and
other northern State in which she, Ihe petitioner, shall think

Mr. Stuart's allowance, _ _ _ _ ~53 5 0 the heplth of her family may be established."

Premiumsfor makingHemp, .550 12 8 Resolved, That the Report be taken into consideration
Premiums for making Linen and Thread, -180 0 0 immediately.

For the use of the Hospital, - - - - 8,389 5 6 And the said Report being taken intO considerationac-
Naval Department at George- Town,. 5,72Q 6 0 cordingIy, was amended and agreed to, and is as followeth:

Philip Will, Barrarkmaster and Post- "That it is their opinion that the pa-ayerof the petition
Rider, _ - - - - - - - - 3,108 1 3 should be granted, and that the sum of four hundred pounds

Captain John Copithorn, - - - - - 355 15 0 currency be given to the petitioner, to enable her to transport
Edward Darrell, Commissary to the herself to the State of Pennsylvania, or to any other northern

Naval Department, - - - - - 3,000 0 0 State in which she, the petitioner, shall think the health of
TacitusGaillard,Quartermaster-General 200 0 0 her familymay be established,in fullandin lieuof all claims
Paid John &ott the balance on a cargo which she mighthave againstthe publickof this State."

perschoonerPolly,- - - - - - Q,6950 0 The Honourable Mr. Lowndes reported fromthe Com~
Cargo per the Constitution, and purchase mittee to whom it was refimed to revise the Constitution or

of the said vessel, - - - 9,262 14 0 form of Government, and to report to the House such alter-
Indico per the sloop Swift, Captain ations or additions as may be expedient to make thereto; and

Morgan, - - - - - - 16,862 lQ 4 he read the Report in his place, and afterwards deJivered it
Baron Matzenback. - - - 85 0 0 in at the Clerk's table, where the same was read, in the
Colonel Williamson's expedition against words following:

tbe Indians, - - - - - - - - 20 039 0 0 T
. I h C

.. r f G' ,
" hat masUlUC1 as t e onstltutIOn or lorm 0 overn.

Bounty on Flour, the balaoce after de- ment agreed to and resolved upon on the 26th day of March
dueting the duty received On FJour, - 449 10 last, was calculated for and suited to the then situation of

Commissiouers lor carrying on Salt- publiek affairs and looking forward to an accommodation
Works, - - - - - - 337 4 9 of difrercnces with Great Bn~tain, (an event then desired,)

Commissioners for the Works at Dor- I .
was temporary only: And w lereas the Amencan States are

chester , - - - - - - - - - 3 046
Q Q

0

d I d d S d h 10' I' now constitute n epen ent . tates, an t e po IUca con-
Gt'neral Lee , - - - - - - - - 487 10 0 . I r b

oo b h d G B "nectlon I\~retolore su slstmg etween t em an reat ntaw.
Expedition to Savannah, - - - - - 1,617 0 0 is dissolved, and it tberefore becomes necessary, in order
Cargo per schoonerPolly, John Bernard to perfect and perpetuate the said Constitution or form of

master, - - - - - - - - - 11,643 0 0 Government, that some amendments and aJterations should
£2,069,556 17 10 be made thereto, your Committee therelOre humbly recom-

o mend the following:Balance remainiog in the Treasury, 3d
October, 1776, £6,000 of which is "1. That instead of Province or Colony, the style here-
ordered not to be issued, _ _

-
_ 380,537 Q 10 after be, the State of South-Carolina.

"2. That the second Resolution of the said Constitution,
£2,450,104 U 8 which requires that the Legislative Council be ejected out

38,090 17 0
49,052 II 10

130,000 0 0
5,825 18 9

Q,606 Q 6
581 6 8

£2,450,104 0 8
-~~-~
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of the body of the Representatives of the people1be altered,
anti hereafter that the Legislative Council be elected either
out of the body of the Representatives or /i'omthe people at
large.

"3. That the fourth Resolution be altered so that no
vacancies hereafter happening in the General Assembly by
the election of any member into the Legislative Council be
filled up by a new election. =

"4. Fiflh: That the number of the Privy Council be in-
creased to nine members, including the Vice-Presid~nt ; four
to be chosen by each House either out of the Houses respec~
tively or from the people at large: the Quorum to consist
of five. .

"5. Tenth: That this Resolution shall not be construed
to vacate the seat of any member who is or may be a Del-
eO"atefrom this State to the Continental Congress, as such.
0" 6. Eleventh: That when the House can possess itself

of proper information so as to estimate the. particular and
comparative strenp:th and property of the different parts of
this State, that then the House do proceed to a reduction of
the present representation in the most equal and just pro-
portion, regard being always had to the number of white
inhabitants and property of the people.

" 7. Thirteenth: That the President and Commander-in-
Chief, or any future President or Commander-in-Chief to be
elected President at any of the stated elections hereafter,
shall not be eligible to serve in the said office after the expi-
ration of the term of iheir first election, for and during the
full end and term of six years.

"8. Fourteenth: That in case of the sickness or absence
from Charles-Town ~f the President and Commander-in.
Chief, the Vice-President, being empowered thereto by the
President, shall act in his stead during such sickness or
absence, agreeably to a law passed 6th April, 1776.

"9. Sixteenth: That a Chancellor be appointed to pre-
side in the Court of Chancery, and this clause giving power
to the Vice-President and Privy Council to exercise the
powers of a Court of Chancery be annulIed.

"10. That the House do also appoint or direct that proper
persons be empowered in the several Districts in this State
to prove wills, grant administrations, and do such other
matteI'S as are incident to a Court of Ordinary, that the
people of this State may avoid the great expense and trouble
of coming to Charles-Town on every such occasion.

"11. That a Court of Appeals be also established in this
State, and Ju(!ges appointed, to consist of seven persons, to
have cognizance in all matters of errour; that they be elected
and commissioned in the same manner the other Judges are
directed to be, and liable to be removed as prescribed in the
twentieth clause.

" 12. Twenty-second: That the Collector and the Comp-
troller of the Country Dut1es be balloted for and appointed
in the same manner as the other officers are directed to be
by the twenty-second resolve.

"13. Twenty-eighth: That all Resolutions of the Con-
tinental Congress shall be of full force until altered by them.

" 14. Thirty-third: That the Oath enjoined to be taken
by all persons appointed to any place of trust, be amended
by leaving out the words' until an accommodation of the
differences between Great Britain and America shall take
pIaee.' .

" Your Committee further recommend, that in order to
avoid, as much as possible, unhappy differences and jealousies
amongst the. inhabitants of this State with regard to religious
principles, that no Ministers of the Gospel or Priest of any
religious persuasion be permitted or allowed to be a member
of either House."

Ordered, That the Report be taken into consideration
to-morrow.

It being moved and seconded, that inasmuch as the fourth
clause of an Act entitled" An Act for appointing a publick
Treasurer and other publick Officers," passed the 20th day
of September, 1721, incapacitating members of the Council
or Commons House of Assembly from being publick Treas':'
urer, Comptroller, or Powder-Receiver, is of force, therefore
the House do resol ve that the seats of the present Treasurers
who are members of this House, are vacant.

After some debate thereon,
Ordered, That this matterb~ referred to the Committee

of Privileges and Elections.

Fn:1'B; S~RIE!i.- V 01.. II!.

Mr. Attorney-General reported from the Committee to
whom the President's Message of the 8th and .9th instant,
and the extracts of a Letter and Resolves of the Conti-
nental Congress accompanying the same, were referred.
And he read the Report in his place, and afterwm;dsdeliv-
ered it in at the Clerk's table, where the same was read,
and is as followeth:

"That in order to comply with the recommendation of
the Continental Congress to take the most speedy and
effectual measures for inlisting our quota of troops, they are
of opinion that a bounty of two dollars, over and above the
Continental bounty, be given to such non-commissioned offi-
cers and private soldiers who shall inlist to serve during the
present war in any of the South- Carolina regiments on the
Continental establishment; and that in lieu of the bounty
formerly given to officers for recruits, each recruiting officer
be allowed, besidr.j his pay, two dollars per day for each day
he shall be actually on that service. Your Committee like-
wise recommend that the two regiments of Riflemen as soon
as their present time of inlistment is expired, shall be put
upon the same establishment with regard to pay, bounty,
and clothing, as the two regiments of Infantry."

Ordered, That the Heport be taken into consideration
to-morrow.

Ordered, That Colonel Gervais, lVIr. Williams, Captain
Singleton, Captain Patrick, Captain Harrington, Major
Cattell, and the Honourable Mr. Justice Matthews, be added
to the Committee on the President's Message accompanied'
by Brigadier-Gene.ral Howe's Letter.

The House then proceeded in the second readinO"of a
Bill for establishing, keeping, and maintaining, three Watch
companies in Charles-Town.

Upon reading the sixth section, a motion was made to
strike out these words at the end thereof, viz: "and when
the Militia' of this State are called out and do actual duty,
that then the officers and private men of the said Watch
companies respective]y shall be allowed such rations as are
provided for the officers and private men of the said Mili-
tia." And the question being put, it passed in the nega-
tive.

The Bill being read the second Lime,
Ordered, That the Bill be sent to the Legislative

Council.
Ordered, That Major Simons and Mr. Thomas Middle-

ton, Jun., do carry the Bill to the Legislative Council.
Mr. Pinckney reported that Mr. Waring and himself had

delivered the Message they had in charge to the Legislative
Council.

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning,
ten of the clock.

Tuesday, the 15th day of October, 1776'..
The House met according to adjournment. Read the

Journal of yesterday's proceedings.
WUliam Tucker, Esquire, was returned as duly elected a

Repl'esentative of the District of Saxe-Gotha.
. Mr. Tucker, attending at the door, was called in, and
took the oath prescribed by the Constitution, and bis seat as
a member.

The House being moved that the order made on the 12th
instant" for postponing the second reading of a bill for the
better regulation of the Militia of this State, and for repeal-
ing all the Militia Laws and Resolves of the Provincial
Congress respecting the Militia heretofore made," be dis-
charged,

Ordered, That the said ord~r b~ discharged.
Ordered, That the order of the day, to take into con-

sideration the Report of the Committee to whorn it. was
referred to revise the Constitution or form of Government,
and to report to the House such alterations or additions as
may be expedient to make thereto, be postponed till to-
morrow.

The House then proceeded upon the other order of the
day, to take into consideration the Report of tbe Committee
to whom the President's Message of the 8th and 9th instant
with the papers accompanying the ~ame, were referred:
and the Report being taken into consideration accordingly;
was amend.ed and agreed to. by the House, and is in the
words following:

5
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" That in order to comply with the recommendation of Wise, William Thornas, Thomas PoU'e, Abel Kobb, Robert
the Continental Congress to take the most speedy and Lide, Benjamin Jackson, Alexander McIntosh, Ely Ker-
effectual measures for inlisting our quota of troops, they shaw, Daniel Du Bose.
are of opinion that a bounty of ten dollars, over and above" FOR CAMDEN DISTRICT:. Robert Goodwin, Joseph
the Continental bounty, be given to such non-commissionrd Kirkland, AbiJah Rambert, John Howe, Aletcander Love,
officers and private soldiers who shall inlist to serve during Ja/tam ]}loore,John Wylly, John Cook, John Gabriel Gui~
the present war in any of the South- Carolina regiments, on

. guard..,
the Continental establishment; and, that in lieu of the" FOR BEAUFORT'DU;TRICT: .Richard Wayne.
bounty formerly given to officers for recruits, each recruiting" FOR NINETy-SIX DISTRICT: Nicholas Eveleigh, Na-
officer be allowed, besides their pay, two dollars per day for thaniel Spragins, Russel Wilson, Benjamin Bell, Richard
each day he shall be actually on that service. Your Com- King, Samuel Ficklin, William Houseal, James ]}[oOl'e,
mittee likewise recommend that the Fifth Regiment of this William Norris, Thomas Leach, Francis Cinquefield,
State shall immediately, or as soon asmay be, be put upon the Thomas Green, William Moore, Michael Dickert.
same. establishment with regard to arms, pay, bounty, and" FOR ORANfiEBURG DISTRICT: William Robinson,
clothin~, as the two regiments of Infantry are; and that the George Pellis, George Ki?$' Charles Heatley, Jacob
Sixth Regiment shall likewise be put upon the same estab- Christopher Zahn, Briton Tl"illiams, Isaac Bush, Jarrad
lishmentin the like respectsas soon astqe fielc1 officers of Nielson, John Caldwell." .

th~ last-mentionedregiment shall agree thereto." Resolved, That the Report be taken into consideration
Message from the President, by tbe Clerk of the Legis- immediately..

lative Council: And the Report being taken into consideration accordingly,

"Mr.. SPEAKER ANDGENTLEMEN: Your message of the Resolve~, That this House do agree with the Report of
11th of April having been notified to the Crown-officers the Committee. . .
therein described none of them chose to leave the Province Ordered, That the CommIssIoners of the Treasury do

except Mr. Savage and Mr. Simp.wn. The Council, there~ pay to Elizabeth Blacle, or her order, the sum.of fou~ hun-

fore,did not think it advisablethat they should be permitted dred Pounds currency, for the purpose m~~tloned In tI~e
to go, 'and at the time of the late invasionjudged it expe- Heport of the Committee to whom the Petltton of the saId
clientto confineall those persons: they are now restrained Ehzabeth Blaclewas referred.
to their respective houses. I desire your advice in what Resolved, That if any Slaves employed in the publick
manner they should be disposedof in future. I think it serviceshall be killed, maimed,or disabled,in such servicf',
propel' to acquaint you that Messrs. JamesBrisbane, John this House will make provision to indemnify the owner of
Champney, Henry Mickie, John Tunno, and James Carsan, such Slave.
being deemed persons whose going atlarge might endanger Resolved, also, That all such Slaves as shall be taken
the safety of the Colony or the liberties of America, were, sick whilst employed in the publick service, shall be forth-
by advice of the Council, ordered to be, and now are, with returnedto their owners,if the)' require it, 01'conveyed
confined, some in George- Town and others in the Chemws to a propel' Hospital, and there supplied with necessary sus-
jail.

" J R tenance, medicines, and attendance, until they shall be able
OHN UTLEDGE. k b h

. .
to return to wor , or e sent to tell' respectIve owners.

l\fessage from the President, by the Clerk of the Legis-
lative Council :

"Mr. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN: Having applied to
Brigadier-General Howe for such returns of tlie Continental
battalions lately in the pay and service of thi;; State as you
desire by your message of the 4th instant, he has furnished
me with those of the first, second, fourth, and fifth, which I
herewith lay before you. He has received no.rellirus of the
third and sixth, but says the former'is 011command; the
latter is with Colonel Williamson on the expedition against
the Cherokee Indians. Captain Trapier's Artillery com-
pany consists of forty-two matrosses. I have no late return
of Captain Harden's, at Beaufort, but think he has about
ei<Thty. .

" "JOHN RUTLEDGE.
"15th October, 1776."

Captain Roger Smith reported from the Commissioners
to whom was recommitted the Report on the state of the
late Treasury, and settlement with the then Treasurers and
Powder-Receiver; and he read the Report in his place,
and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's table, where
the same was read, and is as followeth:

"That by the books of the late Joint Publick Treasurers,
they find the following balances in favour of the publick to
the 3Uth day of April, 1776:. '

1st. On account of the General Duty Fund.£3,970 8 9
2d. Fund for a Pest House 33,383 17 0
3d. Fund for building an Exchange 45,892 16 6

4th. Repairs of Fort Johnston... . .. 1,324 12 5
5th. Fortification Fund.. . . .. . . .. . . .. , .. 26,718 18 3
6th. Tax on Negroes imported .115,626 4 4
7th. Transient Dutr'

.. 4,132 2 11
8th. Newadditiona duty on FloUT, &c. .. 3,937 17 11

234,986 18 J

"15th October, 1776."

Ordered, That the Message be taken into consideration
to-morrow.

A Bill of free and general pardon and amnesty was read
a second time. And the question being put, whether the
Bill should be sent to the Legis]ative Council, it passed in
the negative.

Resolved, That the Bill be rejected.
Resolved, That this House will make provisionto defray

the expense of a way to a temporary landing-place at low
water upon Mr. William Gibbes'$ wharf.

Message to the Legislative .council:

"HONOURABLE GENTL"EME~: On the 11 th instant we
sent you, for your concurrence therein, a resolution, 'that
'the Commissioners of the Treasury, as a further encourage-,

ment to the commander and mariners belonging to the vessel
'called the Revenge, do pay and advance to the said' com-
'mander and men out of the amount of the sales of the,
cargo taken f!'Om on board the transport brigantine called

'the GlasgowPacket, one-sixthof the neat amOUl)tof saleS"
'of the said cargo j' and we now desire to know if your
Honours have concurred accordingly j and if you have, tbat
you will pleaseto order the same to be sent to bis Excel-
lency for his assent."

Ordered, That the Message be engrossed, and that Mr.
Speaker do sign the same.

Ordered, That the Honourable MI'. Edwards and Mr.
De Saussure do carry the Message to the Legislative
Council.

Mr. Harrington reported /i'om the Committee to revise
the list of Ma~istrates and to report the names of persons
Proper to be added

.
thereto; and he read the Report in his 9th. Ba!ance of Tax collected in 1768, a

d \
.

d
. surplus... . . ... .. . ,... .. ..... .. 19,5106 0

place, and afterwards e Ivere It in at the Clerk's table, 10th. Received of John Ernest Poyas, arrears
where the same was read, and is as followeth: of Taxes 224 2 2

"That they recommend the following names to be added lIth. Profit o~ the increased valne of Gold
to the list of Magistrates: .'

a~d Silver 1,749 0 3

T D P 12th~.ReceIved of the Powder-ReceIver 11,658 14 4
"FOR.CHA~!LES- OWN ISTRICT: aulTownsend, John 13th. Received Rents of the Cellars under

Colcoc7c, Richard ]}fercer, rVilliam Holmes, Thomas Farr, . the Exc.hang~ 2,042 18 8

tV'lliam Nisbett Charles Gaillard Joserlh Atkinson . d 14th. Fl!le~ and ForfeItures: 1,108 17 1
I .

. . ,
B '

, . r ,an. 15th. Rece~ved of the CommIssary-General 54 15 6
John Ward, of St. artholomew s Partsh. 16th. Recewedof WilliamHarvey,Esquire,'

" FoR. UEORGE-ToWN DISTRICT.: Benjam.in Young. Receiver of Country D~ties at

"FOR CHERA.WS DISTRICT: Philip Pledger, Samuel
Beaufort 1,901 12 8

19,734 8 4

18,51'5 18 G
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17th. Balance of Orders issued in 1755 for
_ defence of)1is 1\hjesty's rights.. £192 10 0
Ditto issued in 1757, for I/pwarth's

Regiment. . . ,. .. . . .. .. .. . . .. ... 3,892 10 0
Ditto, 1757, for Fortifications 370 0 0
Ditto, 1760, for Lyttle/on's Expedi-

tion.. .. . .. . .. . .. .. ... . .. .. 218 15 0
Ditto issued in J 760, for Middleton's

Regiment... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... 2,290 0 0
Ditto, 1762, for CheJ'okeeTrad~;.. ~565 0 0
Ditto, 1767 and 1768, for the Ex- .

change,&c. . . . .
'"

. . . . .. . . .. . . ~ ,322 10 0
Ditto, 1770, for Court-House and

Jails.. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. ... 34,728 15 0
New lawf!ll Bills issued in 1770 14,547 11 3
Of Tax Certificates from the year

1758 to 1769, both inclusive 75,940 o 0
160,067 11 3

£433,304 16 2

---
The following Balances in favour of the Joint Publick

Treasurers to the 30th April, 1776:
1st. On account of the fund for building the

Court-Houses and Jails ..£37,146 14 11 .
2d. AdVllnced to pay the Watch Company 19,264 19 1

---':"£56,411 14 0
3d. Deficiency of the General Tax col-

lected in 1769 5,118 7 10
4th. Ditto of Generlil Tax coHectedin 1771 2,329 5 4

7,447 13 2
5th. Bounty on Silk Manufactory. . . .. . . .
6th. Commissioners of the Markets. . . . . .
7th. Bounty on Flax, Linen an~ Thread..
8th. Balance due from the estate of Jacob

Motte, Esquire , 59,474 19 5
9th. Adyanced the Vestry and Church-

Wardens of St. Michael's Parish.. 1,500 0 0
10th. Advanced the Vestry and Church-

Wardens of St. Philip's Parish... 4,000 0 0
11th. Bounty on Hemp 46,099 9 6
12th. Amount of Moneys advanced from

the 1st January, 1769, to this day,
per accounts. 59,751 10 9

13th. Paid by order of the Commissioners
for Issuing the lawful Bills in 1770 2,298 15 10

14th. Paid the Judges and Attorney-Gen-
eral 66,954 15. 3

15th. Allowed for exchanging £40,000 of
new lawful Bills issued in 1752 and
1761for the old 250 0 0

16th. Burnt of the lawful Bills in 1748. ... 7,604 100

3,000 0 0
5,530 2 7

201 7 0

248,811 0 4

7,854100
17th. Five Orders burnt and destroyed which were issued

in 1742 for the assistance of Georgia. . . . .
'"

. . . 25
--320,549 17 6

Balance in favour of the Publick .' ... 112,754 18 8

£433,304 16 2

By which there appears a balance in favour of the pub-
lick of one hundred and twelve thousand seven hundr'ed and
fifty-foul' pounds eighteen shillings and eight pence, cur-
rency, (exclusive of thirty thousand eight hundred and
eighty-two pOl/nds twelve shillings and four pence, curren-
cy. paid the Judges and Attorney-Genenil, which has been
disallowed by the House,) which balance your Commis-
sioners have received in the following manner:
533 old lawful Bills of £20 .£10,660 0 0

1750}{ ..do. .10 17,507 10 0
14467,1 ..do 5 7,231 5 0
2Jl07,1 ,do. 2 4,220 10- 0
6191J,,;' do 20s 6,19110 0
4062)i ..do ..10s 2,031 7 6
5529 .do 7s. 6d 2,073 7 6
1204 ..do 6s. 3d 376 5 0
2585M .do 5s 646 6 3
2039 .do 2s. 6d 254 17 6

51,192 18 9
30:4"new lawful Bilis of £20..........
507,1 .do .10..........
173.{ .do 5..........
30:%;... . . . . .do. . . .. . . . .. 2. . . .. . . . . .
61 .

"
. . .. .do. .. .. . . . . .20s. .. .. . .

"77 do 6s.3d......

615 0 0
502]0 0

88 15 0
6115 0
61 0 0
24 1 3

1,353 1 3--
£52,546 0 0

Whieh sum of fifty-two thousand five hundred and forty-
six pOljndshas been since when this State was I!-ttacked
by the British forces, burn~ by order of his Excellency
the PresIdent, the same bemg so torn and obliterated I!-S
to be wholly unpassable, and it being also difficult to
remove ~ then out _ of town with the other publick
money.
3 new la wful Bills of £20. . . . . .. . . .. . . .
4 .. .do .10 .........
~ .. .do 2..............

.£60 0 0
40 0 0
40.0.

-- 104 00.
107~ Tax Certificates of £50: 5,387 0. 0

5 ditto Lyttleton's Expedition of £50.. . . . 250 0 0
127,1ditto ..ditto ..£25 306 5 0

556 5 0
200. DO.10:Middleton's Regiment £20 :...

3 ditto Howarth's Regiment £20......
474: ditto .ditto.. . .. . . .£10.. . . . .

£60 0 0
47 10 0

10.7 10. 0.
4,185 0 0
1,893 15 0

70 00

18,864 12 0--
£83,914 12 0.

11,693 12 10

17,146 13 io.

209:<1: ditto. . . . . .Excha,!~e£20.......................
189}~ ditto. . . . . .Court-J:iouses£10. . . . . .. .. .. . . .. . . ..

7 dittoIndiantrade£10.. ..........................
Certificates issued by the General Assembly, Congress

Bills, and Bank Notes. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .

12 Bonds payable to the King..........
78 Notes [ ayable to Henry Peronneau

an Benjamin Dart, Esquires....
28,840 6 8

--£112,75418 8

All which your Commissioners have paid into the hands
of the Commissioners of the Treasury, and taken their
receipt for the same.

Your Commissioners have also examined the accounts of
the Powder-Recei\'er, and find that the Powder which ought
to have been in the Magazine on the 8th day of January,
1116, amounts to thirteen thousand five hundred and thirty-
seven pounds weight, after deducting one thousand one hun-
dred pounds weight, said to be taken out of the Magazine at
Hobeau by persons unknown; charging the said Powder at
ten shillings per pound weight, amounts to £6,768 10 0
Deduct one quarter's salary of the Deputy

Powder-Receiver and Watchmen, which be-
came due previous to an order oCthe House
to discontinue the same, - £ 190 0 0

Paid Carpenter mending the door
of the Magazine, .

Blacksmith mending the Lock, -
10 7

110
6
o

---

o 0

201 17 6

£6,566 12 6
Balance due to the publick by the Powder-Receiver

being £6,566 12s. 6d. currency; which sum and balance
your Commissioners have paid into the publick Treasury
in the following manner, viz:
By Thomas Savage and Edward Blake's bond,

dated October 10th, 1776, oninterest, for £2,500 0 0
By Samuel Prioleau, Jun., and Samuel Prio~

leau's bond of same date for - -. - 2,200 0 0
By Samuel Prioleau and Samuel Prioleau,

Jun.'s, bond of same .date for - 1,200 0 0
By John Gaborial and Timothy Crosby's bond

of same date for '

By Cash paid,
390 0 0
~16 12 6

£6,566 12 6

For which amount your Committee have the Commis-
sioners of the Treasury's Receipt herewith to produce.

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning,
ten of the clock.

Wednesday, the 16th day of October, 1776.

The. House met agreeable to adjournment. Read the.
Journal of yesterday's proceedings.

Resolved, That it is .the opinion of this House that the
Commissioners of the Navy do forthwith furnish and supply
Colonel Gadsden with all the assistance, of vessels and
hands, in their power to procure, to carryon the publick
work he is now about; and that a copy of this Resolutiqn
be served on the said Commissioners.

Mr. Nellfville reported from the Committee to consider
and report to the House proper ways and means of supply-
ing the Treasury in the recess of the House with such
moneys as may be immediately wanted for the pub]ick
service, and how the moneys issued that have been counter-
feited may best be called in and the counterfeiting of the
same prevented. And he read the Report in his.place, and
afterwards delivered it in at tbe Clerk's table, where the
same was read, and is as followeth:

" That one hundred and thirty thousand Pounds be emitted
in bills of one to ten dollars, which, with the emissions of
Congress, will make an even sum of two millions; and to
authorize and empower the Commissioners of the Treasury,
when they shall be so ordered to do by the President, wilh
the advice of the Privy Council, to obtain on loan from
any persons disposed to lend the same, such sums as the

'*'



exi"enciesof the State may require, and to pay interest at the
rat~ of six per centum per annum; that it be recommended
to all Ma<tistrates to be vi"ilant and attentive in apprehend-b ° r'ing and conveying to Jail every person wh,o shaH cou~tenelt
or utter, knowing them to be counterfeit, the c;rtlficates
issued by the late Houses of Assembly or the Contmental or
Colonial currency which hath been already or shaH be h~re-
after issued; and that the law be duly executed for pUnIsh-
ing of this offence."

Resolred, That the Report be taken into consideration
immediately.

And the Report being taken into consideration accord-
ingly, was amended and agreed to, in the following words:

"That it is their opinion, and they therefore recommend,
that one hundred and thirty thousand Pounds be emitted in
bills of one to ten dQllars, which, with the emissions of Con-
gress, will make an even sum of two millions; and that the
Commissioners of the Treasury be authorized and empowered,
when tbey shaH be so ordered to do by the President, with
the advice of the Privy COl,lncil, to obtain on loan from any
persons or bodies corporate disposed to lend the sarne, soch
sums as the exigencies of the' State may require, not exceed-
ing the slim of five hundred thousand pounds currency, and
to pay interpst for the same at the rate of six p.er centum ~er
annum. That a M\)ssage be sent to the President to desire
that he will issue his Proclamation, ordering and requiring
all Magistrates to be -vigilant and attentive in causing to be
apprehended and sent to Jail, for due trial, every person
who shaH be accused of counterfeiting or uttering, knowing
them to be counterfeit, the certificates issued by the late
Houses of Assembly or the Continental or Colonial currency,
which hath been already or shall be hereafter issued.:'

The Honourable Mr., Edwards I'f~ported that Mr. De
Sa'U$S1wcand himself had attended the Legislative Council
with the Message they had in charge.

Message from the Legislative Council, by their Clerk:

" Mr. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN: In answer to your
'Message of yesterday's date, desiring to be informed if this
House had agreed ,to the resolution of your House of t\:le
11 (h instant, 'Thfit the Commissioners of the Treasury, as,
a further encouragement to the commander and the mariners,
belanging to the vessel called the Revenge, do pay and ad-,
vance to the said commander and men, out of the amount

,
of the sales of the cargo taken on board the transpart brig-

'antine calJed the Glasgow Packet, one-sixth of the net,
amau(it of sales of said cargo,' we acquaint you that this

House, upon considering the said resolution, thDught pl'oper
to reject the same:

"In the Legislative Council the16th day of October, 1776.

"
By order of the House:

" THOMASSHUBRICK,Speaker."

The House proceeded upon the order af the day, to take
into consideration the Report of the Committee to. whom it
was referred to revise the Constitution, and report what
alterations Dramendments may be necessary to.make thereto.

And the first paragraph of the Report being read, was
a<treedto.by the House.
'"The secand paragraph of the Report being read, was dis-

a<Jreedto, and ordered to be struck out. '
"'Upon reading the third paragraph, a debate arose; and

a motion being made that the number of members af the
Le<tislative Council be increased to twenty-one, the question
wa~ put, and it passed in the negative.

Another motion was made, that the number of members
of the Legislative Cauncil be increased to seventeen; and
the question being put, it also passed in tbe negative. .

A motian was then made, that the paragraph be altered
by striking out the word" 4th," and inserting in its stead
the word" 2d;" and also by striking out th~ words" s.a
that no vacanc,ies hereafter happening in the General As-
sembly by the election of any member .int~,the L.e,gislat!ve
Cauncil be filled up by a new electIOn, and Insertmg
instead thereof the words" and that each Parish and Dis-
trict throu<thout the State shall elect one member of the
Le<tislativeOCouncil." And the question being put, resolved

'"
.

in the affirmative.
An adjournment ?f the House bein,gthen moved f?r and

seconded, the quest Ian was put, and It was resolved m the
affirmative. .
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Ordered, That the further consideration of the Report
on the Constitution be resumed to~rnorrow.

And then the House adjoUl:ned till to-morrow morniJlg,
nine of the clock.

Thursday, the 17th day of October, 1776,

The House met:acrQt.\!iPg (0 adjournment. Read the

Journal of yesterda~roceedings.

The House proceeded to a third reading af a Bill for
maintaining and keeping three Watch companies in Charles-
Town. It appearing that the Legislative Council had made
several alteratians and inserted several amendments in this
Bill, and it being a Money Bill,

Ordered, That the Clerk of.this House do rase all such
alterations and amendments as. appear to have been .made
by the Legislative Council, and restore the ,Bill to the same
state in which it was sent from this House..

Which being done accordingly, the Honourable Mr.
Heyward maved the House for leave to bring in some
additional clauses to.the Bill. And the same being received,
were severally read three times, agreed to by the House, and
ordemd to be made parts of the Bill. And the BiB being
read a third time,

Resolved, That the Bill do. pass; and tbat the title be
"An Act."

Ordered, That Mr. Joshua Toomer and Mr. Legare do
carry the Bill to the Legislative Council fOl" their concur-
rence.

Mr. Toomer reported that. Mr. Legare and himself had
delivered the Bill they had in charge to the Legislative
Council.

The House then resumed, according to the order of the
day, the consideration of the Report of tbe Committee to
whom it was referred to revisethe Constitution,and report
what alterations or amendmentsmay be necessary to make
thereto.

And the fourth paragraph of the said Report bemg read,
was unanimously agreed to by the House.

The firth pamgraph being read, was also agreed to.
Upon reading the sixth paragraph, a debate arose; and

a motion being made, and tbe questian put, that the said
paragraph be amended by inserting the word" taxable"
between" and" and" property," resa)ved in the affirm-
ative. The said paragraph being read throughout as
amended, a mati on was made, and the question put, that
the House do agree to the paragraph as it naw stands.
Whereupon the House divided; and the nays went forth.
Teller for the noes Calonel Gadsden-30; teller far the
yeas Honourable Mr. Bee-30. . So Mr. Speaker decided
by voting with the yeas.

The seventh paragraph being read, was unanimously
agreed to.

The eighth paragraph being read, was also agreed to by
the House.

Upon reading the first clause of the ninth paragraph, for
appainting a Chancellar, a debate arose; and the question
being put to agree with that clause, resolved in the affirm-
ative. The second aQd tbird clauses of tbe said pai'agraph
being read, were severally agreed to.

The tenth, eleventh, and 'twelfth paragraphs were then
read, and severally unanimously agreed to by tbe House.

Upon reading the thirteenth and last paragraph, a debate
ensued. After same time spent therein, tbe question being
put on a mation to . agree with tbat part of the Repart, it
passed in the negative.

Ordered, That the preamble to the Report be taken into
cansideration ta-morrow morning.

lVIessage from the President, by the Clerk of the Legis-
lative Council:

"Mr. SPEAKER ANDGENTr,EMEN: I send you a letter
which I reeei ved from Colonel Moultrie, with a list of men
in the Second Regiment who have been disabled in the
service of this State, and doubt not~that you will make
suitable provision for them.

" J ROHN uTLEDqE.
"17th October, 1776."

Message from the President, by the Clerk of the Le<Jis-
lative Council: '" ,

"Mr. SPEAKERANDGENTLEMEN:In the mqnth of April
I was informed by Lieutenant-Calonel Sumpter that, imagin-



.
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ing Mr. Richbourg, a Lieutenant in Captain Richardson's
company, had been promoted to the command of it when he
resigned his commission, (as Mr. Richardson assured them
he would be,) he sent Richbourg on the recruiting service,
who soon raised a considerable number of men, with which
he was about to join the regiment, when he was told
(which Colonel $nmpter did not know till a short time
before) that Mr. Blessingham had be~appointed Captain
instead of Richardson. Having laid this matter before the
Council, they were of opinion that the. n!,lmber of companies
in the regiment being fixed by Congress, could not be
increased but by the legislative authority. It was evident,
however, that discharging these men would have been inju-

. rious to the country; they were therefore formed into an
independent company, as the only expedient for keeping
them together, but have hitherto done duty with the Sixth
Regiment. It would save considerable expense to the
publick, and appears to me expedient, to add this company
to that regiment, and the two independent companies of
Artillery at Beaufort and George- Town to the FOl,lrth
Regiment. I therefore recommend this subject to your
consideration.

"
J RORN UTLEDGE.

"17th October, 1776."

The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought from that
House a Bill formaintaining and keeping three Watch com-
panies in Charles-Town; read a third time in that House.

Ordered, That the Bill be engrossed.
And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning,

nine of the clock.

Friday, the 18th day of October, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment. Read the
Journal of yesterday's proceedings.

Ordered, That Captain Tropier and Mr. Keating Simons
do, with some member of the Le~islative Council, examine
and <;o~are with the originals an engrossed Ordinance
for allowing and keeping in repair a Pilot Boat, to attend
the bar and harbour of Beaufort, and for settling and regu-
lating the pilotage of the said harbour; and an engrossed
act for establishing and keeping three Watch companies in
Charlcs- Town.

Captain Trapier reported that the Ordinance and Act
they had in charge had been examined and compared
according to order, and were found truly engrossed.

Ordered, That Captain Trapier and Mr. Simons do
wait on the President, to desire that the seal may be affixed
to the said Ordinance and Act, and to know when his.
Excellency will please to receive this House, to present the
same for his assent.' -

The House then proceeded on the order of the day, to
consider the Preamble to the Report of the Committee that
were appointed to revise the Constitution, and report such
alterations or amendments as might be necessary to make
thereto. And the said Preamble being read, was agreed
to by the House. And the Report, as amended by the
House and agreed to, is as followeth:

"
That inasmuch as the Constitution or form of Govern-

ment, agreed to and resolved upon on the 26th. day of
March last, was calculated for and suited to the then situatioJ!
of publick affairs, and looking forward to an accommodation
of differences with Great Britain (an event then desired)
was temporary only: And whereas the American States
are now constituted independent States, and the political
connection heretofore subsisting between them and Great
Britain dissolved, and it therefore becomes necessary, in
order to render more perfect and to perpetuate the said
Constitution and form Of Government, that some amend-
ments should be made thereto, youi' Committee therefore
humbly recommend the following:

"1. That instead of Province or Colony, the style here-
after be, the State of South-Carolina.

"II. That the second article of the Constitution be
altered, and that each Parish and District throughout this
State shall elect one member of the Legislative Council.

"III. That the number of the Privy Council, mentioned
in the fifth article of the Constitution, be increased to nine
members, including the Vice-President; four to be chosen
by each House, either out of the. Houses respectively or
from the people at large. The quorum to consist oCfive.

" IV. That the tenth article of the Constitution shall
not be construed to vacate the seat of any member who is
or may be a Delegate from this State to the Contihental
Congress, as such. .

"V. That when the House can possess itself of proper
informatiQn,so as to estimate the particular and comparative
strength and taxable property of the different parts of the
State, that then the House do proceed to a reduction of the
present representation, in the most equal and just propor-
tion, regard being always had to the number of white
inlJabitants and taxable property of the people.

.

"VI. That no future President or Commander-in-Chief
that shall serve for two years, shall be eligible to serve in
the said office after the expiration of the said term until the
full end and term of six years.

"VII. That in case of the sickness or absence from
Charles-TQwn of the President and Commander-in-Ghief,
the Vice-President, being empowered thereto by the Presi-
dent, shall act in his stead during such sickness or absence,
agreeable to the law passed the 6th of A:.erillast.

"VIII. That a Chancellor be appomted to preside in
the Court of Chancery; and that the sixteenth article of
the Constitution, giving power to the Vice-President and
Privy Council to exercise the powers of a Court of Chan-
cery, be annulled. That the House do also appoint or
direct, that proper persons' be empowered in the several
Districts in this State, to prove wills, grant administrations,
and do such other matters as are incident to a Court of
Ordinary, that the people of this State may avoid the great
expense and trouble of coming to Charles- Town on every
such occasion. That a Court of Appeals be also established
in this State, and Judges appointed, to consist of not less
than five persons, to have cognizance in all matters of errour.
That they be elected and commissioned in the same manner
the other Judges are directed to be, and liable to be removed
as in the twentieth clause.

.

"IX. That the Collectors and Comptrollers of Country
Duties be balloted for and appointed in the same manner
as the other officers are directed to be by the twenty-second
article of the Constitution.

"X. That all Resolutions of the Continental Congress
shall be of full force until altered by them. .

"XI. That the oath enjoined to be taken by all persons
appointed to any place of trust, be amended, by leaving out
the words' until an accommodation of differences between
Great Britain and America shall take place.' "

Ordered, That the said Report, as agreed to by the
House, be forthwith printed.

The House being moved for leave to bring in a.BiII to
comprise all the alterations and amendments recommended
in the said Report,

Ordered, That leave be given to bring
And that the same Committee who made
prepare and bring fb the same.

Ordered, That the President's two Messages of yester-
day be referred to a Committee. And they are referred
to the Honourable Mr. Heyward, Major Huger, and Major
Simons.

A Bill to empower the Court of Admiralty to have juris-
diction in all cases of capture of the ships and other vessels
of the Inhabitants and subjects of Great Britain, to estab.
lish the trial by Jury in the said court in cases of capture,
and for the other purpos~s therein mentioned, was read a:
third time.

Resolved, That the Bill do pass; and that the title be
"An Act."

Ordered, That Mr. Verree and Mr. Macpherson do
carry the Bill to the Legislative Council for their concur-
rence.

Message fmm the President, by the Clerk of the Legis-
lative Council:

"Mr. S):'E4KERANDGENTLEMEN:I send you a letter
just received by.express from Colonel Williamson, and con-
gratulate you most heartily upon the success' of our arms,.
and those of North- Carolina, against the Cherokee Indians..
If time will admit your considering what steps should be
taken for the defence and. security of the back settlements
against Indian incursions, I shall be glad of your advice on
that subject; if not, I will (with.your approbation) give

in such a Bill.
the Report do
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..

orders for such as shall appear most eRectual fOr" that pur-
pose. " JOHN HUTLEDGE.

" 18th October, 1776,"

B,ead the Letter referred to in the above Message.
[Which was, immediately after the reading thereof, returned
to his Excellency the President, and therefore could not be
entered in this place.]

Message from the President, by tbe Clerk of the Legis-
lative Council:

"Mr. SPEAKER: His Excellency the President is now in
the Coqncil Chamber, ready to receive this House with the
Bill and Ordinance they have to present."

And then the Messenger withdrew.
Mr. Speaker, with the House, acco'rdingly attended the

. President in the Council Chamuer. And being returned,
Mr. Speaker reported that this House having attended the
President in the Council Chamber, he had presented to his
Excellency an Ordinance for aJlowing and keeping in repair
a Pilot-Boat, to attend the bar and harbour of Beaufort,
and for settling and regulating the pilotage of the said har-
bour; and also an act for establishing and keeping three
Watch companies in Charles-TQwn. To both of wbich
be had been pleased to give his assent.

A Petition of Thomas Lamar was presented to the
House and rea~, in the words following:

"That the petitioner has undertaken to act in the capacity
of Post-ridel' from the upper parts of Savannah river, near
Augusta, to Charles-Town, since the 28th of June last.
That he has been down seven times since, and always
brought despatches from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
and other gentlemen, to the President, on publick service.
That the petitioner has waited inChades- Town for his
Excellency's answers, by which means he has been detained
for some days ata great expense, and has never received
any consideration for such services. That the petitioner
is willing to engage for a moderate compensation to continue
to ride twice in every month, and to carryall despatches
on the service of the State. The petitioner prays for an
allowance fat' his past services, or a fixed sum by the yea,r,
as to the honourable House shall seem meet," &c.

Ordered, That the Petition be referred to aCommittee.
And it is referred to the Honourable Mr. Edwards, CoJonei

Gervais, and Mr. Gibbes..

A Petition, of Q;uintin Pooler was presented to the
House and read.
. Ordered, That the Petition do lie on the table.

The Honourable 1\11'.Heyward reported from the Com-
mittee to whom were referred the President's two Messages
of yesterday's date. And he read the Report in his place,
and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's table, where
the same was read, and is as followeth:

.

"That it is their opinion Captain Ri~bo1trg's independ-
ent company Ishould be added to the'Six1h Regiment.. And
that the Artillery company at Georgetown be augmented
to one hundred men, and added, together \vith tlte Artillery
company 1 at Beaufort, to the Fourth Regiment. That
the Third and Fourth Regiments be augmented to six
hundred men each, afld that a Colonel be appointed to each
of the said regiments. That Sergeant John Young, of
Captain ~ltlcDo/lald'scompany, who lost his right leg in the
engagement on Sullivant's Island, the 28th of June, be
allowed ninety pounds eel' annum, to be paid quarterly.
That George Itlason, of Captain Francis Huger's company,
who lost his leg in the said engagement, be allowed eighty
pounds per annum, to be paid quarterly. That James
Sims, of Captain Hadeston's company, who lost his right
Ie" in the service of this State, be allowed fifty pounds per
anonum,to be paid qualterly. ThatRobert Wade, of Cap-
tain Motte's company, who was wounded in his right arm by
a shell in the aforesaid engagement, which has rendered it
entirelv useless, be allowed fiftypounds per annum, to be paid
quarte;ly. That Thomas Smith, of Captain John Blake's
company, who lost the two middle fingers of his right hand
in the aforesaid engagement, be allowed twenty pounds per
anrium, to be paid quarterly. And there be immediately
advanced to each of the said persons the first quarterly pay-
ment of his annuity."

Resolved, That the Report be taken into consideration
immediately.

And the same being taken into consideration accordingly,
Resolved, That this House do agree with the Report of

the Committee.

Ordered, That Major Simons, Mr. Cannon, and Mr.
Toomer, be a Committee ~o receive the names of candidates
for the command of the three Watch companies to be
raised for Charles-.Xown; that they do sit this afternoon,
and that they give publick notice thereof.

Upon motiol1, Resolved, That a Message be sent to his
EXGellency the Presidenl, to desire that he will write to anI'
Delegates at the Continental Congress, and state to them
our particular circumstances, and the great difficulty we
have in recruiting our quota Of men within the State. That _
in order to comply with the recommendation of the Conti-
nental Congress to take the most speedy and effectual
means to recl'llit our quota of men, we had voted ten dollars
additional bounty, over and above the Continental bounty,
to eVery recruit who should inlist in either of our regiments
on the Continental establishment to serve during the war,
besides clothing to the value of twenty-five pounds currency
annuaJly; but that we had received accounts from Cap-
tain Adam McDonald, one of our recruiting officers, that he
had been absolutely forbid to recruit in the States of Vir-
ginia and North- Carolina, by the supreme authority in those
States; that such prohibition will entirely disable us from
completing our regiments to the full establishment, will be
prejudieial to this State in particular and the Continent in
general, as it wjJl incapacitate us from affording that assist-
ance to our sister States that we desireto give, and lay us
under the necessity of rt'quiring of them greater assistance,
should we be again attacked, than we should otherwise have
occasion for; and that our Delegates do use such means as
to them shall seem proper, to get the said prohibition with-
drawn.

Colonel Pinckney moved the House for lea\'e to bring in
an Ordinance for appointing Commissioners to st;uup and
sign one hundred and thirty thousand Pounds cflrrency ill
dollars, and for emJ)owering the President and Commander-
in-Chief for th~ time heing, with the advice of the Privy
Council, to borrow on loan any sum or sums not exceeding
five hundred thousand Pounds curn:mcy, at the rate of six
pounds pel' centum pel' annum.

Ordered, Th~t 1ea\'e be given to bring in such a 13iJl.

And tben the House adjourned until five of the clock, in
the afternoon.

Five o'clock, P. M.

The House met according to adjournment.
Major Simons repOl"ted from the Committee to receive the

na!l1es of candidates for Captains of the three Watch com-
panies. And he read the list of candidates in his place, and

afterwards de]ivered it in at the Clerk's table, where the
same was reae].

Ordered, That the List be affixed to the wainscot for the
perusal of the members.

.
,

A Message being sent to the Legislative Council, to desil'e
the attendance of its members in the General Assembly, in
order to ballot jointl y with the members of this House for the
Captains of the three Watch companies, their Honours
attended accordingly. The members of both Houses then
proceedell to ballot for the said three Captains. And the
ballots being reckonerl, MI'. Speaker reported that John
McCall, Jun., and John Brewton, Esquire, having the votes
of a majority of the members present, were duly elected
Captains of two of the said companies.

The members of both Houses then prGceeded to vote for
a Captain of the tbird Watch company. And the ballots
being cast up, Mr. Speaker reported tbat John Lining, Esq.,
was duly elec\ed Captain of the tbird.W atch company.

The Honourable Mr. Edwards reported from the Com-

mittee to \vhom tbe Petition of Thomas Lamar w.as referred.
And he read the Report in his place, and afterwards deliv-
ered it in at the Clerk's tab1e, where the same was read,
and is as followeth: '.

"That in the opinion of the Committee it will be very
beneficial to the publick service at this junc.ture, to encourage
a post-rider from the upper parts of Savannah river, asby
that means intelligence will be fi"equently received of the
disposition of the Creek nation, and despatches for Ninety-
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~tx and Colonel Williamson may be regulady conveyed
from Colonel Hammond's, where the petitioner will carry
them from Charles- Town. The Committee recommend that
upon his engaging to go twice in every month from this day
to the 28th June, 1777, he shall be allowed three hundred
pounds currency for his services."

Ordered, That the Report be taken into consideration
to-morrow.

Colonel Pinckney, according to order, presented to the
House an Ordinance for appointing Commissioners to stamp
and sign one hundred and thirty thousand Pounds currency

'in dollars, and for empowering the President and Command-
er-in-Chief for the time being, with the advice of the Privy
Council, to borrow on loan any sum or sums not exceeding
five hundred thousand Pounds currency, at the rate of six
pounds, like money, per centUm per ann!1m.

And the same was received and read the first time.
Ordered, That the Ordinance be read a second time.

And the same being read accordingly,
Ordered, That the Ordinance be sent to the Legislative

Council.
Ordered, That Captain Roger Smith and Colonel Pinck-

ney do carry the Ordinance to the Legislative Council.

Major Cattell reported from the Committee to whom the
Petition of Philip Will was referred. And he read the
Report in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the
Clerk's table, where the same was read, and is as followeth:

"
That the Committee are of opinion that the Barrack-

master of Charles- Town should be allowed by this State the
sum of six hundred pounds for the services of that officer,
or appointment from the 5th day of ]}larch last until the
present time; and also in future, the annual sum of one
thousand pounds, to be paid him yearly, from such time as
this House shall allow the same, in recompense for the future
services of that office, and all such deputies as he shall em-
ploy in the same."

'.Resolved, That the Report be taken into immediate
consideration.

And the same being taken into consideration accordingly,
was amended and agreed to, in the words following:

"That the Committee are of opinion that the Barrack-
master of Charles-Town should be allowed by this State at
the rate of one thousand pounds currency per annum, from
the 5th day of ]}larch last, to be paid him in equal moieties
half yearly."

The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought from that
flouse an Ordinance for appointing Commissioners to stamp
and sign one hundred and thirty thousand Pounds currency,
in dollars, and for empowering the President and Com-
mander-in-Chief for the time being, with the advice of the
Privy Council, to borrow on loan any sum or sums not ex-
ceeding five hundred thousand Pounds currency, at the rate
of six pounds, like money, per centum per annum. Read
twice in that House.

Ordered, That the Ordinance be read a third time; and
the same being read accordingly,

Resolved, That the Ordinance do pass.
Ordered, That the Ordinance be sent to the Legislative

Council for their concurrence; and tbat Colonel Pinckney
and Mr. Ralph Izard do carry the same.

Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Treasury do
advance aQd pay to the Commissioners for the High-Hoads
on Charles-Town Neck, or any of them, the arrears due for
repairing the said roads, amounting to three hundred and
fifty Pounds, to be hereafter assessed upon the inhabitants
of Charles-Town.

The House then took under consideration thePresident's
Message of the 15th instant relative to the Crown Offi-
cers, and certain persons confined in Georgetown and Che-
raws Jails; and came to the folJowingResolution upon the
first parts thereof, to wit:

, "That such of the Crown Officers as choose to depart
the State, may be conveyed to Europe, or the TVest Indies,
at the publick expense; and that snch others of them as de-
cline going shall be aIJowed such liberty as the President
and Privy Council may think not inconsistent with the
safety of the State."

Ordered, That the consideration of the latter part of the
said Message be postponed}ill to-morrow.

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning;
nine of the clock.

Saturday, the 19th day of October, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment. Read the
Jour,nil of yesterday's proceedings.

Message to the President:

" MAY IT PLEASEYOUREXCELLENCY: This House have
resolved to make provision for defi'aying the expense of
repairing the publick Buildings, and desire that your Ex-
cellency will give orders that they may be repaired accord-
ingly."

Ordered, That the Message be engrossed, and that Mr.
Speaker do sign the same.

Message to the President:

"
MAY IT PLEASEYOUREXCELLENCY: This House being

informed that Captain Adam McDonald had been abso-
lutely forbid to recruit in the States of Virginia and North-
Carolina, by the supreme authority in those Stateg, we
request that your Excellency wiIJ be pleased to write to our
Delegates at the Continental Congress, and state to them
our particular circumstances, and the great difficulty we have
in recruiting our quota of men within this State; that, in
order to comply with the recommendation of the Conti-
nental Congress to take the most speedy and effectual
means to recruit our quota of men, we had votedten dollars
additional bounty, over and above the Continental bounty,
to every recruit who should inli,5t in either of our regiments
on the Continental establishment to serve during the war,
besides clothing to the value of twenty-five pounds currency,
annuaIJy; but that we had recei\'ed accounts from Captain
Adam lYlcDonald, one of our recruiting officers, that he
had been absolutely forbid to recruit in the States of Vir-
ginia and North- Carolina, by the supreme authority in
those States; that such prohibition will entirely disable us
from completing our regiments to the full establishment,
wilJ be prejudicial to this State in particular, and the Con-
tinent in general, as it will incapacitate us from affording
that assistance to our sister States that we desire to give,
and lay us under the necessity of requiring of them greater
assistance, should we be again attacked, than we should
otherwise have occasion for; and that our Delegates do use
such means as to them shall seem proper to get the said
prohibition withdrawn."

Ordel'ed, That. the Message be engrossed, and that Mr.
Speaker do sign the same.

.

Message to the President:

"MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCEI,LENCY: This House,
being informed that the trade of this place is subject to many
inconveniences by the delay attending vessels being obliged
to call at Fort Johnson and Fort Moultrie, both in going
out and coming in, request your Excellency will give orders
that, in future, vessels coming in may only be obliged to
call at Fort Moultrie, and going out at Fort Johnson, and
may be allowed to pass by some proper signal from the
fort they first pass."

Ordered, That the Message be engrossed, and that Mr.
Speaker do.sign the same.

Ordered, That Mr. Ladson and Mr. Young do attend
the President with the three foregoing Messages.

The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought from t/lat
House an Ordinance for appointing Commissioners to stamp
and sign one hundred and thirty thousand Pounds currency,
in dollars, and for empowering the President and Com-
mander-in-Chief for the time being, with the adyice of the
Privy Council, to borrow on loan any sum or sums not ex-
ceediog five hundred thousand Pounds currency, at the rate
of six pounds, like money, per centum per anbum. Read a
third time in that House. .

Ordered, That the Ordinance be engrossed.
. Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Hayward and Mr.
Ladson do, with.a member of the Legislative Council, ex-
amine and compare the Ordinanc.e with the original draught.

The Honourable Mr. Heyward reported that Mr. Lad-
son and himself, with a member of the J,.egislative Council,
had examined and compared the Ordinance, and that they
found the same truly engrossed.

Ordered, That Mr. Ladson and MI'. YQung do attend
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the President with the said engrossed Ordinance, in order to
have the seal affixed thereto, and to desire to know when
his Ex.cellency will receive this House to present the same
for his assent.

Mr. Ladson reported that Mr. Young and himself having
attended the President with tbe Ordinance, and tbe three
several Messages they had in charge, his Excellency was

_ pleased to say he would acquaint the House when he should
be ready to receive them to present the Ordinance, and that
he. would issue the necessary Orders requested in the several
Messages.

Resolved, That a reward of five hundred Pounds cur-
rency be offered to informers for every person they shall
inform against for counterfeiting or uttering, knowing them
to be counterfeit, the certificates issued by the late Houses
of Assembly, or the Continental or Colonial currency, which
already hath been, or hereafter shaH be, issued, to be paid
upon conviction of such offenders. And that this House
will provide for the payment of such rewards.

Message to the President:
..

"MAY IT PLEASEYOUREXCELLENCY: This House request
that your Excellency will be pleased to issue your Proc1a-
mation, ordering and requiring all Magistrates to be vigilant
and attentive in causing to be apprehended and conveyed
to jail for due trial, every person who shall be accused of
counterfeiting or uttering, knowing llwm to be counterfeit,
the certificates issued by the late Houses of Assembly, or
the Continental or Colonial currency, which bath been
aJready, or shall be IJPreafter issued. And promising a
reward of five hundred pounds to informers against such
offenders for every person they shall inform against, upon
conviction of the offender; for tbe payment of which reward
this House will provide." _

.

Ordered, That die Messagebe engrossed,and that Mr.
Speaker do sign the same.

Message from the President, by tbe Clerk of the Legis-
lative Council:

"Mr. SPEAKER: His Excellency the President is now in
the Council Chamber, ready to receive this House with the
Ol'dinance they have to protsent."

And then the Messenger withdrew.

Mr. Speaker, with the House, accordingly attended the
President in the Council Chamber. And being returned,
Mr. Speaker reported that this House having attended tbe
President in the Council Chamber, he had presented to his
Excellency an Ordinance for appointing Commissioners to
stamp and sign one hundred and thirty thousand Pounds
currency in dollars, and for empowering the President and
Commander-in-Cbief, for the time being, with the advice of
the Privy Council, to borrow, on loan, any sum or sums not
exceeding five hundred thousand POUlidscurrency, at the
rate of six pounds, like mQney, per centum per annum; to
which his Excellency had been pleased to give his assent.

Colonel Pinckney reported from the Committee to whom
the President's Message of tbe 8th instant, with Brigadier-
General Howe's letter, were referred. And he read the
Report in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the
Clerk's table, where the same was read, and is as followeth:

"That in the opinion of the Committee the State is
obliged to General Howe for his attention to its defence;
and that although it has not been in their power to examine
every particular place where it may be necessary to erect
fortifications, yet they think it evident that some other works
on Sullivant's Island and Haddrel's Point are ab~olutely
necessary. The Committee likewise think that the casing
the brick work at Fort Johnson with -pa]mettos is propel'.
They also warnllyrecommend the speedy procuring, arming,
and manning some'row-galleys as a measure of very gl'eat
importance. In a country so extensive as ours, it is impos-
sible for the Committee to point out every part where it may
be necessary to erect works of defence; and they are of
opinion the publick service will be best promoted by giving
the Executive power the sanction and support of this House
for the execution of every measure necessary for the security
and defence of this State, and that ,the House do come to
a resolution for tbat purpose. The Committee likewise
recommend the procuring of some wagons, and beg leave
to mention that Major Simons has offered his services in

getting some from Philadelphia, which he will deliver here
at the original cost. The Committee are also of opinion
that the cattle and stock should be removed from Bull's
Island, Caper's Island, Kayawah Island, the Hunting Islands,
Dawfuskee Island, and &J'Uth Island. The Committee
likewise recommend tbat six battalions of Minute-men, of
five hundred rank and file each, should be raised for the
defence of tbis State, and that each battalion should be
divided into ten companies, and officered by a Lieutenant-
Colonel, Major, ten C!lptains, ten Lieutenants, ten Ensigns,
an Adjutant, and a Quartermaster. Tbe Commi'ttee can-
riot conclude thei.. report without desiring that it may be
recommended to the President to use every means in his
power to procure us a quantity of ammunition, and a num-
ber of good muskets, with bayonet~ aQd il'On ramrods, ]arge
cannon, some light field-pieces, and a few mortars and
howitzes, with shells."

Resolved, That the Report be taken into~immediate con-
sideration.

The Report was taken into consideration accordingly.
And the first pamgraph thereof being read, was agreed to
by the House.

The second paragrapb being read, was, after sOme debate,
ordered to be struck out.

The third paragraph being read and amended, a debate
ensued; and the question being put that the House do agree
thereto, as amended, resolved in the affirmative.

The fourth paragraph being read, was amended and
agreed to.

The fifth paTagraph being read, was also agreed to by
the House.

A motion was tben made and seconded, that another
paragraph be added to the said Report, which being agreed
to, the following was accordingly added, viz : .

"The Committee recommend that his Excellency be
desired to give directions to the Attol11ey-General to prose-
cute all sucb Commissioners of the high-roadsand keepers
of publick ferreesin this State as neglect their duty."

And the paragraph being agreed to, the Repor!, as artlended
and agreed to by the House, is as followeth:.

"That in the opinion of the Committee the St~te is
obliged to General Howe for his attention to its defence,
and that although it has not been in their power to examine
every particular place where it may be necessary to erect
fortifications, yet they think it evident that some otber works
on Sullivant's Island and Haddrel's Point are absolutely
necessary. The Committee likewise think that the casing
the brick-work at Fort Johnson is pl'Oper. Tiley also
warm]y recommend the speedy procuring, arming, and man-
ning somerow-galleys, as a measureof very great importance.
In a country so extensive as ours, it is impossible for the
Committee to point out every part where it may be necessary
to erect works of defence; and they ate of opinion tbe pub-
lick service will be best promoted by giving the Executive
power the sanction and support of this House for the execu-
tion of every measure necessary for the security and defence
of the Sta_te,and that tbe House do come to a resolution to
that purpose. Tbe Committee areoropinionthat the cattle
and stock should be removed from Bull's Island, Caper's
Island, Kayawah Island, the Hunting Islands, Dawfuskee
I~l(!nd, Pinckney's Island, Carlton Island, South Island,
Cole's Island, Polly Island, and Murphy's Island. The
Committee likewise recommend that leave be given to bring
in a bill for establishing six. batta1ions of Minute-men, of
five hundred rank and file each, to be raised for the defence
of this State; and that each battalion should be divided
into ten companies, and officered by a Colonel, Lieutenant-
Colonel, Major, ten Captains, ten Lieutenants, ten Ensigns,
an Adjutant, and a Quartermaster. The Committee cannot
conclude their report without desiring that it may be'recom-
mended to tbe President to use every means in his power to
procme us a quantity of ammunition, and a number of

muskets, with bayonets and iron ramrods, large c;v1non,
some light field-pieces, and a few mortars and howitzers
with shells. The Committee recommend that bis Excel-
lency be desirerlto give directions to the Attorney-General
to prosecute all such Commissioners of the high-roads and
keepers o( publick ferries in this State as neglect their
duty."

Ordered, That a l\h:ssJgebf prepared to be sent with

"
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a copy of the foregoing Report to the Presid~nt; also" in send YOUI'Excel~~n,cy, And it being represente? ~o lIS that
answer to his Excellency's Message of the 18th lOstant, wIth several of the MllIlia officers have no other comnJ1s~lon~ th~n
Colonel Williamson's Letter' and also to ac quaint his Ex:- those O'ranted by the late Governours, under which It wIll

"
0

h r d 'cellency of tbe election of the Captains for the three Watch be highly imp!oper for them to act, we t erelore eSIr~ ~our
companies in Charles-Town. Excellency WIll recall t,he old and gra,nt new comm~ssJOns

The followinl7 MessaO'e was accordinO'ly prepared,. viz: to such officers, preservm~ t? them tbelr rank, accord 109 to
0" b the dates of the old commIssions."

"M.H IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY: In answer to your .
Excellency's message of tbe 18tb instant, accompanied with Ordered, :rhat tbe Message be engrossed, and that Mr.

a letter f!'OmBrigadier-General Howe to your Excellency, Speaker do sIgn the same. .
and also, to your Excellency's message of the 18th instant, Ordered, That Colonel Garde,n and Mr. John Berwtck

with Colonel Williamson's letter we acquaint your Excel- do carry the Message to the PresIdent.
lency that the House referred the' former message and letter Colonel ~i'(l.ckney reported that Captain Smi,th and him-
to tlle consideration of a Committee, a copy of whose report self had dehvered the three Messages they had 10charge to
thereupon, as aO'reed to by the House, we herewith send the President.
you. And as t~ the latter, the House have not no,'" time The Reverend Mr. Tennent reported fi'omthe Committee
to consider' what steps should be taken for the security and to examine into tbe state of the Jail and the treatment of
defence of the back settlers against Indian incursions, there- the prisoners of war. And be read tbe Report in bis place,
fore desire that your Excellency will, with the advice of the and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's table, where
Privy Council, give orders for such- as shall appear most the same was re3d, and is as followeth:
effectual for that purpose; and that your Excellency may "Th~t they had attended at the Jail, and made what
remain assured of the sanction and support oJ this House in inquiry they could. They found that the roof of the Jail
every measure necessary for the security and defence of the is so deficient that the inhabitants of it are thereby much
State. We also think it proper to acquaint your Excel- exposed. They also found that through want of proper
lency that the Legislative Council and this House jointly apartments and other inconveniences, the prisoners of war
have voted John McCall, John Brewton, and John Lining, are exposed to a treatment which if continued will not be
Esqs., pl'Operpersons to be commissioned as Captains of the reputable to this State. They therefore beg leave to re-
Watch companies in Charles-Town, and request that YOUl' commend that leave be given to bring in an ordinance to
Excellency will give them commissions according1y." establish a Board of Commissioners, to consist of five mem-

O d d Th t th NY b d alld that Mr bel's, to superintend the repairing and keeping in repair ther ere a e essaO'e e enO'rosse .. '," ..
S k d '. h

b b' JaIl m Charles-.L own, as also to superIntend from tIme to
Pea er 0 sllYn t e same. ,

d
.. h f ' do , . time an examme mto t e treatment 0 prIsoners, an to

Resolved, unammously, That tl~e.thanks of thIs House be order such things with respect to the premises as may be
returned to Colonel Andrew Wtlltamson, and the officers reasonable and reputable to the justice and humanity of
and men under his command, employed in the late expedi- this State

;,

tion aO"ainstthe Cherokee Indians, for their spirited conduct
R l

.
d Th I R b k '

.
d '

o , .
h d '

,

d h 1\1
eso ve at t 1e eport e ta en mto consl eratlonand servICes to the State upon t at expe Itlon; an t at 1'.,
d' I' -

S eaker do forwardthe same. Imme latey. .. ,
r, And the same bemg consIdered accordmgly, and agreed
Message to the PresIdent: to by the House,
"MAY IT PLEA:EYOUREXCELLENCY: Your Excellency's Ordered, That leave be given to bring in an Ordinance

messages of tbe 17th instant having been refe,rredto a Com- for the purposes recommended in the Report.
mittee, they made a !eport thereon, to :vhlCh the House Colonel Garden reported that Mr. Berwick and himself
agreed ; ~,copy of which report we herewIth send your Ex- had deli,'ered the Message they had in charge to the Presi.
cellency. dent.

Ordered, '.l'hat the Message be engrossed, and that Mr. It appearing to the House that the late command~r and
Speaker do sign the same. . . mariners of the armed vessel called the Revenge had received,!rdered, That C.0]onel Ptnckneyand Captam, Roger no more than two-sixth parts of the net amount of sales of
Smtth do carry the saId Message and the two precedmg ones the carO'o taken by them on board the transport BriO'antine
to the President. GlasU'o":vPacket and that the other four-sivth

Pa~ts hado , -
4

The House then proceeded, according to the order of the been paid into the Treasury, as the share of the State,_
day, to considerthe latter part of the President's Message Resolved, That the Commissionersof the Treasury do
of the 15th instant. advance and pay to Gaptain Pickering, late commander,

And the same having been considered accordingly, and the mariners late belonging to the said armed vessel, one-
Resolved, That such of the several persons mentioned in sixth part of the four-sixths of the net amount of the said

the President's Message of the 15th instant to be in.the sales so paid into the Treasury, as a further encouragemellt
Jails at George-Town and the Cheraws, and also such of for their gallant beha\,iour in the taking the said Brigantine
those confined in Charles-Town Jail, on suspicion of being Glasgow Packet. '

inimical to this country, as shedl take the oath of fidelity to Resolved That the sum of two thousand Pounds be
this State, shall be forthwith discharged; that such of them allowed and paid out of the publick Treasury to Thomas
as choose t.ogo off the State may be sent off at the,expe~se llarr, Esquire, Paymaster to the Militia, for his past services
of the pubhck; and that ,suchothers of the~ as dechne go~ng in that office, and as acting Commissary, and for auditing
shall ~e allowe~ such h?erty ~s the ~res,dent and PrIvy the Militia accounts from the first day of November last; and
CouncIl may tlunk not 1I1conslstentwIth the safety of the that this HOllse will make proper and adequate provision for
State. his future services.

Ordered, That a copy of the above Resolve, and also of ,

h M h" I '' h R I f h' H f t d I t ' t th I t Mr. John Vmyard, one of t e J. essengers, avmg . aid,
t e eso ve 0 t IS ouse 0 yes er ay re a Ive 0 e a e .

'
r.

C Offi b t t th P ' d t' before the House an account amountmg to filty-two pounds,rown cers e sen 0 e resl en .
' bl' d d '

,
currency, whIch he had been 0 Ige to a vance to special

Upon motion, O~dered, T?~t a Mess~ge be prepared ~o Messengers sent by order of the House to members who had
be sent to the P~~s.ldent,d~sl~mgth~t hIs Excellency WII! refused to pay the same,
recall all the MilItia commISSIonsgiven by the !ate Gov- Ordered, That the Commissioners of the Treasury do pay
emours? and grant new ones to th~ officers holdmg such, to and reimburse Mr. John Vinyard, one of the Messengers
preservm~ t? them the rank accordmg to the dates of such of this House, the sum of fifty-two pounds, currenoy, by him
old commISSIons. advanced for carrying letters to members by order of the

Message to the ~resident: House.
"MAY IT PLEASEYOUREXCELLENCY:This House Upon motion, Resolved, That this House will make such

having taken into consideration your Excellency~ message of provision for the Surgeons of the several Continental Regi-
the 15th instant, with respect to the Crown Officers and ments raised by this State as to make their pay, including
other persons therein mentioned to be confined, came to the Continental pay, amount to three pounds, currency, per
several resolutions thereupon, copies whereof we herewith day; and that a Surgeon's Mate be allowed to the Third

FIFTH SERlES.- VOL. III.' 6
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Regiment (of Rangers,) who shall have the same pay as
the Surgeon's Mates in the regiments of Infantry are
allowed. .

Uponmotion,Resolved, That a daily pay of one pound,
. currency,be al10wedand paid to the personacting as Gun-

ner, Barrackmaster and Storekeeper in Fort Lyttleton, at
Beaufort, for those several services.

The House then took into consideration the Report of
the Committee to whom the Petition of Thomas Lamar was
referred.

And the said Report was agreed to by the House.
Ordered, That (as there may be some matters which the

,President ought to be acquainted with, and which may have

been omitted to be communicated to him) the Clerk of this
House do attend his Excellency, with the Journals thereof,
whenever tbe same may be required.

Ordered, That the 'Clerk of Ihis House do supply Briga-
dier-General Howe with copies of such Orders and Resolu-
tions of this House as respect the Military department, and
as he shall require.

And then the Hr)Use adjourned till to~morrow evening,
six of the clock.

Sunday Evening, ..six o'clock, October 20th, 1776.

Mr. Speaker adjourned the meeting of the House till
to-morrow.

MARYLAND CONVENTION.

Proceedings of the Convention olthe Province of MARY-
LAND,held at the City of ANNAPOLIS,on WEIJ1'ESDAY,
the 14th of AUGUST, 1776.

.

At a Conv~ntion of the Delegates chosen by the several
Counties and Districts, and by the City of Annapolis and
Town of Baltimore, of the Province of Maryland, at the
City of Annapolis, on Wednesday, the 14th of August,
1776, were present:
For ST. MARY'SCOUNTy-Richard Barnes, Ignatius Fen-

wick.
CHARLESCOuNTy-John Dent, Tlwmas Semmes, John

Parnham.
CALVERTCOUNTy-Benjamin Mackall, Charles Grahame,

William Fitzhugh, John Mackall.
PRINCE GEORGE'SCOUNTy-Walter Bowie, Luke ~Mar-

bury, Osborn Sprigg, Thomas Sim Lee.
ANNE ARUNDE~COUNTy-Rezin Hammond, B. T. B.

Worthington, Charles Carroll, Barrister, Samuel Chase.
FREDERICKCOUNTY,LOWERDISTRICT- Thomas S. Woot-

ton, Jonathan Wilson, William Bayly, Jr., Elisha
Williams.

MIDDLEDisTRIcT-A.~am Fisc~er, Upton Sheredine,
Christopher Edelen, David Schriver.

UPPER DISTRICT-Samuel Beall, John Stull, Henry
. Schnebely.

BALTIMORECOUNTy-Charles Ridgely, Thomas Cockey
Deye, John Stevenson, Peter Shepherd.

BALTIMORETowN-John Smith, Jeremiah T. Chase.
.

HAnFoRDCOUNTy-Jacob Bond, Henry Wilson, Jr., John
LO'l}e, John Archer:

.

CECIL COUNTy-Joseph Gilpin, Patrick Ewing, David
Smith.

TALBOTCouNTy~Matthew Tilghman.
,The Convention proceeded to the choice of a President;

and the Hon. Matthew Tilghman, Esq., was unanimously
elected.

The Convention appointed Mr. Gabriel Duvall Clerk.
Ordered, That he qualify himself as such, by taking oath

. that be will honestly,diligently,and faithfullydischargethe
officeof Clerk to the Convention of Maryland, and that he
will not disclose or reveal the secrets thereof.

Mr. Allen Quynn was appointed Messenger, and Mr.
Robert Reynolds Doorkeeper. .

Ordered, That they severally qualify themselves as such,
by taking the oath of office and secrecy, as above directed
to be taken by the Clerk.

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee of EJections be
appointed, and that they be directed to inspect the returns
thereof, and report whether the eleclions have been made
agreeable to the directions of the last Convention.

And Mr. Gilpin, Mr. S. Chase, Mr. Worthington, Mr.
Wootton, and Mr. Carroll, were elected by ballot a Com-
mittee for that purpose. '

Adjourned till three o'clock.

Post Meridiem. Convention met.
.Mr. William Paca, a Delegate returned for the City of

Annapolis, and Mr. Nathaniel Potter, Mr. William Rich-
ardson, and Mr. Richardllfason, Delegates returned for
Caroline County, appeared and took their seats in the House.

On motion, Resolved, That the' Council of Safety be
empowered to draw for a sum not exceeding thirty thOtjsand
Pounds, of the Bills of Credit now remaining in the hands of
the Treasurer, appropriated to the calling in and cancelling
the Bills of Credit issued by the Convention in July, 1775,
and that they apply the same, or any part thereof, to the
use of the publick, as occasion may require; and that this
Convention will make such provision for calling in and can-
celling the said former emission as may be necessary.
- Certificates of the qualification of the Clerk, Messenger, .

and Doorkeeper, were produced and filed.
Mr. Nicholas Harwood and Mr. John Johnson were

appointed Assistant Clerks to the Convention.
Ordered, That they qualify as such, by taking the usual

oath.
Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Thursday, August ]5,1776..

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday.
The Proceedings of yesterday were re~d.
Mr. Robert Gold~borough, Mr. James Murray, IVlr.John

Ennalls, and Mr. Joseph }l.nnal!s, Jun., Delegates returned
for Dorchester CQunty; Mr. Gustavus Scott, Mr. George
Scott, Mr. William Horsey, and Mr. Henry Lowes, Dele-
gates returned for Somerset County; Mr. Peter Clwille,
Mr. Smith Bishop, Mr. Samuel Handy, and Mr. John
Purnell Robins, Delegates returned for Worcester County;
and Mr. Pollard Edmondson and Mr. John Gibson; Dele-
gates returned for Talbot County, appeared and took their
seats in the House.

Mr. Samuel Chase brings in ~nd delivers to Mr. President
a Report from the Committee of Elections, which was read
in the following words:

" Tbe Committee of Elections beg leave to r~port, that
by the Return of the election for Saint ~[ary' s County,
Ri£hard Barnes, Ignatius Fenwick, George Plater, and
Jeremiah Jordan, Esquires, were elected agreeable to the
resolve and direction of the last Convention. .

" That by the Return for Charles County, the same was
partly held at the place directed by tbe last Convention,
and partly at another place, by the unanimous consent of
the voters, and that Robert T. Hooe, John Dent, Thomas
Semmes, and John Parnham, Esquir~s, were elected for the
said County.

"That by the Return for Calvert County., Benjamin
Mackall, Charles Grahame, William Fitzhugh, and John
Mackall, Esquires, were duly elected agreeable to the resolve
and direction of the last Convention.

"That Walter Bowie, Luke Marbury, Osborn Spri!Jg,
and Thomas Sim Lee, Esquires, are returned by Jerermah
Magruder, Humphrey Belt, and Thomas Boyd, as duly
elected for Prince George's County.

" Tbat the inhabitants of the County agreed, that every
taxable bearing arms, being an inhabitant of the County, had
an undoubted right to vote for Representatives at this time
of publick calamity; that the Judges appointed declined
to act, and .tbat they appointed the Judges who made the
return aforesaid.

. "That by the Return of the election for Anne Arundel
County, Rezin Hammo.nd, Brice Thomas Beale Worth-
ington, Charles Carroll, Barrister, and Samuel Chase,
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Esquires, .wereejected agreeable to the resolve and direction
of the last Convention. ,

"That for the Lower District of Frederick County,
Thomas SpriKg Wootton, Jonathan Wilson, William Bayly,
Jun., and Elisha Williams, Esquires, are returned by
judges appointed by the Committee of that District, duly
elected by a majority of voters, resident of the District, who
had armed in defence of the country.

'

" That by the Return fol' the MidClle District of Frederick
County, Adam Fischer, Upton Sheredine, Christopher Ede-
len, and David Schriver, Esquires, were elected agreeabJe to
the resolve and direction of the last Convention.

"That by the Return for the Upper District of Frederick
County, Samuel Beall, Samuel Hughs, John Stull, and
Henry Schnebely, Esquires, were duly elected. '

"That by the Return from Baltimore County, Charles
Ridgely, Thomas Cockey Deye, John Stevenson, and Peter
Shepherd, Esquires, were duly ejected.

" That by the Return from Baltimore- Town, John Smith
and Jeremiah Townly Chase, Esquires, were duly elected.

"That by the Return from Harford County, Jacob
Bond, Henry Wiuon, Jun., John Love, and John Archer,
Esquires, were duly ejected. '

"That by the Return from Cecil County, Joseph Gilpin,
Patrick Ewing, David Smith, and Benjamin Brevard,
Esquires, wel"eduly ejected.

"That by the Return from Talbot County, Pollard Ed-
mondson, John Gibson, Matthew Tilghman, and James
Lloyd Chamberlaine, Esquires, were duly elected.

"That by the Return from Caroline County, Nathaniel
Potter, William Richardson, Richard Mason, and Henry
Dickinson, Esquires, were duly elected.

. ,

" That by the Return from the City of Annapolis, Wil-
lia!1l Paca and Charles Carroll of Carrollton, Esquires,
were ,duly elected.

"That by the Return for Dorchester-County, Rob,ert
Goldsborough, James Murray, John Ennalls, and Joseph
Ennalls, Jun., Esquires, were duly elected.

"That by the Return for Somerset County, Gustavus
Scott, George Scott, William Horsey, and Henry Lowes,
Esquires, were duly elected. .

" Signed per order of the Committee:

" NICHOLAS HARWOOD,Clerk."

On motion the question was put, That for the future, the
name of every gentleman who may make a motion in the
House be inserted in the entry that may be made in conse-
quence thereof? Resolved in the affirmative.

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Sprigg,
Lee,
Hammond,
Worthington,
Carroll,
Wootton,
J. Wilson,
Bayly,
W llhams,

Mr. Fenwick,
Dent,
Semmes,
Parn4am,
B. Mackall,
Fitzhugh,
J. Mackall,
Bowie,
Marbury,

Mr. Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,
Shepherd,
Bond,
H. Wilson,
Love,
Archer,
Ewing.

NEGATIVE.
Mr. Barnes, Mr. Edelen,

Grahame, Schriver,
S. Chase, J. Smith,
Paca, J. T. Chase,
Fischer, Gilpin,
Sheredine, D. Smith,
Beall, Edmondson,
Stull, Goldsborough,
Schnebely, John EnI)alls,

Certificates of the qualification of Mr. Harwood and Mr.
Johnson were produyed and filed.

On reading a Letter from William Rogers, William
Bordlty, anti John Page, Esquires, appointed Judges by
the last Convention for holdin{the election forKent County,
setting forth that they were prevented from carrying on the
election for the said County by a number of people not
qualified to vote by the resolves of the last Convention, on
motion of Mr. ,Samuel Chase,

Resolved, That the election for the said County be iar-
ried on and continued by the said Judges on Thursday,ihe
22d instant, agreeable to the resolves and directions of the
last Convention.

Resolved, That all friends to America, and' the interest,
peace, and happiness of this Province, are required, if neces-
sary, td be aiding and assisting to the Judges of Election for
Kent Count)', in the execution of their office, and this Con-

Mr. Joseph Ennalls,
Potter,

,

Richardson,
Mason,
Gustavus Scott,
George Scott,
Horsey,
Lowes.
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vention will support and maii1tain the said Jljdges in the
discharge of their duty.

The yeas and nays heing required on the above Resolu-
tions, they were as follow: '

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Fitzhugh,
Bowie,
Hammond,
Williams,

Ordered, That the' President transmit a cop)' of the above
Resolutions to the Judges of Election for Kent CQ\lnt)'.

On reading a second time the Report of the Committee
of Elections, on motion of Mr. Paca, the question was put,
that the Delegates of Charles County were duly elected?
Resol ved in the affirmati ve,

AFFIRMATIVE.
Mr. Wootton,

J. Wilson,
BaIly,
WIIhams,
Fischer,
Sheredine,
Edelen,
Shriver,
Beall,
Stull,
Schnebely,
Ridgely,
Deye,

, NEGA'rIVE.
Mr. Lee, Mr. John I4nnalls, Mr. George SCQtt.

S. Chase, Joseph Ennalls, Horsey,
Edmondson, Potter, Lowes,
Goldsborough, Richardson, Chaille,
Murray, MasQn, Handy.

In progression, on reading the Report from the Committee
of Elections, on motion of Mr. S. Chase,

Resolved, That the election for Prince George'sCounty,
not being held agreeable to the directions of the last Con-
vention, is void, and that an election for the said County be
held by the Judges appointed by the last Convention, agree-
able to the resolve and direction of the said Convention,
on Thursday, the 22d instant, at the Court-HoJ,lse of the
County, and that the members returned be discharged from
further attendance in this Convention.

.

The yeas and nays being required, they were as follow:

AFFIRMATIVE.
Mr. Sheredine,

Edelen,
Shriver,
Beall,
Stull,
Schnebely,
Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,
Shepherd,
Smith,
J. T. Chase,
Bond,
H. Wilson,
Love,
Archer,
Gilpin,
Ewing,

NEGATIVE.
Mr. Rezin Hammond.

Resolved, That the election for the Lower District of
Frederick County, not being held agreea,ble to the direc-
tions of the last Convention, is void, and that an election
for the said District be held by the Judges appointed by the
last Convention, Qn Thursday, the 22d instant, agreeable to
the resolve and direction ':If the said Qonvention, and that
the members returned be discharged from further attendance
in this Convention.

. ,

Adjourned till three o'clock.

Mr. Barnes,
Fenwick,
Dent,
Semmes,
Parnham,
B. Mackall,
Grahame,
J. Mackall,
Marbury,

.

Lee,
Worthington,
Carroll,
S. Chase,
Paca,
Wootton,
J. Wilson,
Bayly,

Mr. Fischer,
Sheredine,
Edelen,
Schriver,
Beall,
Stull,
Schnebely,
J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,
Bond,
H. Wilson,
Love,
Gilpin,
Ewing,
D. Smith,
Edmondson,

NEGATIVE.

Mr. Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,

Mr. Barnes,
Fenwick,
B. MRckall,
Grahame,
Fitzhu"h,
J. Mac'kall,
Bowie,
Marbury,
Sprigg,
Hammond,
W ort/lington,
Carroll,
Paca,

Mr. Barnes,
Fenwick,
Dent,
Sem_roes,
Parnham,
B. Mackall,
Grahame,
Fitzhugh,
J. Mackall,
Worthington,
Carroll,

-

S. Chase,
Paca,
Wootton,
J. Wilson,
Bally,
WIlhams,

'

Fischer,

...

Mr. Gibson,
Goldsborough,
Murray,
John EnnaHs,
Joseph Ennalls,
P(ltter,
Richardson,
Ml\Son,
Gustavus Scott,
George Scott,
Horsey,
Lowes,
Chaille,
Bishop,
Handy,
Robins.

Mr. Shepherd,
Archer,
Sprigg.

Mr. Stevenson,
Shepherd,
J.Smith,
J. T. Chase,
Bond,
H. Wilson,
Love,
Ar9her,
Gilpin,
Gibson,
Bishop,
Robins.

Mr. D.Smith,
Edmonspn,
Gibson,
Goldsborough,
Murray,
John Ennalls,
J osep4 Ennalls,
Pott.er,
Ricl}!l.rdson,
Mason,
GtlstavW! Seott,
George Scott,
Horsey,
Lowes,
Chaille,
Bishop,
Handy,
Robins.
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Post Meridiem. Convention met.
Mr. George Plater, a Delegate returned for St. Mary's

County, and Mr. Benjamin Brevard, a Delegate returned
from Cecil County, appeared and took their seats in the
House. .

Ordered, That the four Independent Companies immedi-
ately proceed to Elizabeth-Town, in the Jerseys, and put.
themselves under the command of Colonel Smallwood, sub-
ject to the further orders of the Congress.

Resolved, That the Council of Safety take such measures
as they may think best to expedite their march, and to sup-
ply them with carriages and provisions on their march, and
that the said companies be deducted from the number of
the Militia required by Congress of this Colony to compose
the Flying-Camp.

Upon reading a remonstrance from the Judges appointed
by the last Convention to hold the election of De]egates for
Worcester County, and it appearing to this ConventilJrl
from the said remonstrance, and the acknowledgment of the
Delegates attending, that the election for the said County
was held contrary to the resolves of the last Convention,
ascertaining and declaring the qualifications of voters:

Resolved, That said electionis null and void,and that an
election for the said County be held by the Judges aforesaid,
agreeable to the resolves of the last Convention, on the 27th
day of August, at the Court-House of the said County,
and that the members nOWattending be discharged from fur-
ther attendance.

Resolved, That all friends to America, and to the interest,
peace, good order, and happiness of this Province, are re-
quired, if necessary, to be aiding and assisting to the Jqdges
of the Election of De]egates for Worcester County in the
execution of their office, and this Convention will support
and maintain the said Judges in the discharge of their duty,
and such friends who shall give such aid and assistance as
shall be necessarily required.

R~solv~d, That the hours for sitting for despatch of the
publick business during this session, be from nine o'clock in
the morning until one in the afternoon, and from three till
SIX.

Ordered, That the foHowingRules be observed during
this session:

" That no member of the House use any reviling speeches,
or name any member by his proper name, but shall use
some other distinction, as the gentleman who spoke last, or
the like.

"That none shall deliver his opinion, or speak to any de-
bate, unless he shall stand up in his place, and reverently
direct his speech to the President..

"That no l1)emberspeak above once on any debate with-
out license of the House,. declared by the President j and if
two persons or more shall rise up together, the President
shall appoint who shaH speak first; and no member shaH
interrupt any other until the gentleman speaking hath
ended.

"That no person come into the Convention, while the
same is sitting, with sword or other weapon, upon penalty
of such fine as shall be imposed on them by the President,
not exceeding twenty shillings.

" That if any member be absent at the hours and place
appointed, after the President and fourteen of the members
are met, according to the order for sitting, he shall be fined,
according to the discretion of the President, not exceeding
five shillin<Ysfor any offence, unless upon such excuse as theo .
President shall admit.

"
All misdel1)eanours which shall happen in the House

shall be censured or fined in the House.
"That if any member of the Convention depart without

leave of the House, such member shall forfeit all his prece-
ding allowances due to him for his attendance this session.

"That no question be determined the day on which it is
debated, if any three members desire the determination to
be postponed to ill10ther day.

"That no question be determined (except for adjourn-
ment from day to day) unless forty-five members with the
President be present."

On motion, the question was put, That the Reverend Mr.
Lendrum be desired to read Prayers before the Convention,

,at nine o'clock in the morning, during this session, and that

Mr. Paca wait on Mr. Lendrum for that purpose? Resolved
in the affirmative.

AFFIRMATIVE.
Mr. Carroll,

S. Chase,
Paca,
Sberedine,
Edelen,
Beall,
Stull,
J. T. Chase,
Edmondson,
Goldsborough,

NEGATIVE.
Mr. I. Mackall, Mr. Stevenson,

Fischel', Shepherd,
Schriver, J. Smith,
Schnebely, )3ond,
Ridgely, H. Wilson,
Deye, Love,

Mr. Fischer has leave of absence.
Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Mr. Barnes,
Fenwick,
Dent,
Semmes,
Parnham,
B. Mackall,
Grahame,
Fitzhugh,
Hammond,
Worthington,

Mr. Murray,
John EnnalIs,
Joseph Ennalls,
Richardson,
Mason,
Gustavus Scott,
George Scott,
Horsey,
Lowes.

Mr. Archer,
Gilpin,
Ewing,
D. Smith,
Brevard,
Gibson.

Friday, August 16,1776.
Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday,

except Mr. Fischer. The Proceedings of yesterday were
read.

Mr. R. T. Hooe, a Delegate returned for Cha1'les County,
appeared and took his seat in the House.

The Council of Safety laid before the Convention the
Declaration of Congress, that the United Colonies are free
and independent St.ates, which was received after the rising
of the last ConventIOn, and thereupon

Ordered, That the same be taken into considE'I'3tion to-
morrow mornmg. .

The Petition of sundry freeholders and freemen of Kent
County, praying that the proceedings on the late election
for the said County may be rendered void, and that at a
new election every Associator resident of the County one
year, and twenty-one years of age, might be enabled to vote,
was read and rejected.

On motion of Mr. Samuel Chase,
Resolved, That the COU1lci!of Safety be directed to pur-

chase of the Managers of the Gun Manuiactory of Dorchester
County, all the Muskets they havE'by them, both finished
and unfinished, and that they indemnify the said Managers
for the money they have expended 011the said Muskets and
Manufactory.

Ordered, That the Guns taken by the guard under the
command of Major Follin be delivered to the order of the
Council of Safety.

Un motion of Mr. Parnham,
Resolved, That the Militia for the Flyjng~Camp be enti-

tled to Pay and Rations from the time they mareh from home
to enter into actual service, or from the dates of the com-
missions of their respective officers, where they have not
entered into actual service: That the Pay and Rations be
advanced to this State, and the Continent charged therewith.

On motion of Mr. Samuel Chase,
R.esolved, That the Councilof Safety direct such of the

Mi]itia as have been raised for the Flying-Camff, and can
be armed and equipped, to march with all expedition to the
Jerseys.

The Committee of Elections report to the House, that
Turbutt Wright, James Kent, Solomon Wrigllt, and Wil-
liam Bruff, Esquires, are returned by John Seney, Basil
Warfield, and Vachel Downes, appointed by tbe freemen of
Queen Anne's Couoty Judges of the Election, as duly elected
Delegates for the said County. Thereupon the Convention
taking the same into consideration,

Resolved, That the election of Delegates for Queen Anne',
County, not being held agreeable to tbe directions of the
last Convention, is void; and that an election for the said
C.ounty be held by the Judges appointed by tbe last Con-
vention, agreeable to the directions and resolves of the said
C~vention, at the houseof Mr. George Hanson, on Mon-
day, the 26th instant-~nd that the Members returned be
discbarged from further attendance.

Adjourned till three o'clock.

Post Meridiem. Convention met.
On motion of Mr. Samuel Chase,
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Resolved, That the Council of Safety advance eight
hundred dollars to Lodwick Weltner, Major of the German
Battalion, to furnish the Companies raised in this Colony
with Arms, Blankets, and all necessary accoutrements, he
to be accountable to the Congress, to whom the said money
be charged.

On motion of Mr. Samuel Chase,
Resolved, That the Brigadier-Gener~1 of the Flying-

C3mp, if 3cting in conjunction with the Regular Troops of
this Colony, be subject to the command of Colonel Small-
wood.

On motion, the question was put, That the appointment
of Military Officers be by ballot? Carried in die negative,

On motion of Mr. Fitzhugh, That Captain Rezin Beall
be Brigadier-General of the Militia of "Maryland to compose
a part of tbe Flying-Camp? Tbe previous question was
called for and put, whether the above question be now put?
Carried in the negativ~.

On motion of Mr. Samuel Chase,
Resolved, That no MilitaryOfficerbe appointed,unless

by a majority of the House, consisting of forty-five Mem-
bers with the President.

The Convention proceeded to the choice of a Brigadier-
General for the Flying-Camp in the room of General Dent,
who had resigned, when Rezin Beall, Esq., was elected.

On motionof Mr. Gustavus Scott,
Resolved, 'l'h3t the seat of every Member of this House

who .shall hereafter accept a commission in the Flying-
Camp, shall be thereby vacated.

The Convention proceeded to the choice of a Colonel for
the Battalion raisedon the Eastem-Shore for the Flying-
Camp, in the roomof James Kent, Esquire; when William
Richardson, Esquire, was elected.

William Whitely, Esquire, was then elected Lieutenant-
Colonel of the said Battalion.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Saturday, August 17, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday,
except Mr. Richardson. .

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
On motion of Mr. Gustavus Scott,
Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to examine

and adjl!st the several claims on the Treasury.
And Mr. J. Smith,MI'.Hooe, Mr. Grahame,Mr. Worth-

ington, and Mr. Sheredine, were elected by a ballot a
Committee for that purpose.

Mr. Charles Carroll of Carrollton, a Delegate returned
for the City of Annapolis, appeared and took his seat in
the House.

On motion of Mr. Plater,
Resolved, That Mr. Thomas Gassaway, Jun., be added

to the signers of the Bills of Credit.
On motion, Resolved, That a Delegate be elected for

Caroline County in the room of Mr. William Richardson,
whose seat is vacated by his acceptance of a Colonel's
commission in the Flying-Camp; that the. said election be
held on the 26th of this month at Melvill's Warehouse in
said County, by Foster Goldsborough, Jeremiah Colston,
and John White, Esquires, 01'any t\VOor one of them; and
that the said election be held and made agreeable to the
directions and resolves of the last Convention.

Resolved, That Mr. Robert Campbellbe appointedAd-
jutant to the Eastern-Shore Battalion of Militia for the
Flying-Camp.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Convention took
into consideration tbe Resolution of Congress declarintr the
United Colonies free and independent States; and there-
upon,

Resolved, unanimously,That this Conventionwill main-
tain the freedom and independency of the United States,
with their lives and fortunes.

Doctor John Hindman was appointed Surcreon to the
Eastern-Shore Battalion of Militia for tbe Flyi~g-Carnp.

On reading a Petitiot\ from Thomas Harwood, of Anne
Arundel County, .

.

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to receive
proposals relating to the establishment of Manufactories,
and report their opinion thereon.

And MI'. Gilpin, Mr. Lowes, Mr.Ri{l.f.5ely, Mr. Ewing,
and Mr. Beall, were elected by ballot a Committee for tbat
purpose.

On motionof Mr. Samuel Chase,
Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to ex~mine

and report the state of the Accounts and Proceedings of
the Commissioners of the Loan Office.

And Mr. Grahame, Mr. Barnes, and Mr. Carroll of Car-
I'ollton, were elected by baIJota Committeeforthat purpose.

Ordered, That the Committee of Claims report to the
Convention the number and denominations of the Bills or
Credit emitted by Resolutions of the Convention in July,
1775, which have been exchanged by the Treasurers of
this State for Bills of Credit emitted by Resolution of the
Convention in December last; also the number and denom-
inations of the former Bills of Credit now remaining in the
hands of the said Treasurers.

On motionof Mr. Samuel Chase,
Resolved, That a Committeebe appointed to prepare a

Declaration and Charter of Rights, anrl a plan of Govern-
ment, agreeable to such rights as will best maintain peace
and good order, and most effectually secure happiness and
liberty to the people of this State.

On motion,Resolved, That the President appiy to Con-
gress for the sum of ten thousand Pounds, to reimburse in
part the expense incurred in this State for the Continent.

Adjourned till three o'clock.

Post Meridiem. Convention met.
Mr. James Lloyd Chamberlaine, a Delegate returnedror

Talbot County, appeared and took his seat in the HOl.Ise.
On motion, the question was put, That the nomination of

the Committee for preparing a Bill of Rights, 3nd a form
of Government, be postponed until there is a full represent-
ation of this State in Convention? Carried in the negative.

On motion of Mr. Fitzhugh, That all quesdons to be
agitated in this House be, determined viva voce, and that
balloting on any question whatsoever be exploded, as it has
a .tendency to deceive the good people of this State, and to
conceal the conduct of their Representatives from them?
An amendment was proposed to be inserted after the word
"exploded," in these words: "except in the appointment
of Committees;" .on which amendment the question was
put, and resolved III the affirmative.

AFFIR!\fATIVE.

Mr. Edelen,
Schriver,
Beall,
Stull,
Schnebely,
Shepl1erd,
J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,

.

H. Wilson,
Archer,
Gilpin,
Ewing,
D. Smith,
Brevard,

Mr. Fenwick,
Plater,
Hooe,
Dent,
Semmes,
Parnham,
B. Mackall,
Grahame,
Worthington,
Carroll, barrister,
S. Chase,
Paca,
Carroll of Car.,
Sheredine,

Mr. Edmondson,
Gibson,
Chamberlaine,
Goldsborough,
Murray,
John Ennalls,
Joseph Ennalls,
Potter,
Mason,
Gustavus Scott,
George Scott,
Horsey,
Lowes.

NEGATIVE.

Mr. Barnes, Mr. Ridgely,
Fitzhugh, Deye,
Hammond, Stevensoll,

The question was then put, That' all questions to be
agitated in this House be determined viva voce and that
?alloting on. any question wh~Jsoever be explod~d, except
III tbe appOIntment of Committees,as it has a tendency to
deceive the good people of this State, and to conceal the
conduct of their Representatives from them? Resolved in
the affirmative.

Mr. Bond,
Love.

Mr. Plater,
Dent,
Parnham,
B. Mackall,
Grah"me,
Fitzhugh,
Hammond,
Worthington,
Carroll, barrister,
S. Chase,
Paca,

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Carroll of Car.,
Sheredine,
Edelen,
Schriver,
Beall,
Stull,
Schnebely,
Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,

Mr. Shepherd,, J. T. Chase,
Bond,
D. Smith,
Edmondson,,
Gibson,
l\furray,
Joseph Ennal1s,
Mason,
Horsey.
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Mr. Barnes,
Fenwick,
Hooe,
J.Smith,
H. '>\filson,
Love,

NEGATIVE.

Mr. Archer,
Gilpin,
Ewing,
Brevard,
ChamberJaine,
Goldsborough,

Mr. John Ennalls,
Potter, .
Gustavus Scott,
George Scott,
Lowes.

The Convention then proceeded to ballot for a Commit-
tee to prepare a Dec1aration and ChartfJl'of Rights, and
a form of Government for this State; and Mr. President,
Mr. Carroll, Barrister, Mr. Paca, Mr. Canoll of Carroll-
ton, Mr. Plater, Mr. Samuel Chase, and Mr. Goldsborough,
were elected a Committee for that purpose.

On motion, Resolved, That Captain Thomas Bourke's
Company of the Flying-Camp be added to, and compose
part of, Colonel Richardson's Battalion.

Con\'ention adjourns till Monday morning, at nine o'dock.

Monday, August 19,1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on Saturday,
except Mr. Hammond. .

The Proceedings of Saturdpy were read.
On reading a Memorial from the Officers of Colonel

Josias Ca/'vil Hall's Battalion, .
Rtsolved, That the C1lptains, Lieutenants, and Ensigns,

belonging to that part of the Flying-Camp allotted to be
raised by this State, are entit1ed to and shall receive Pay
and Rations Crom the date of their respective warrants, in
lieu of all recruiting expenses, provided such officers. have
or shall obtain commissions; or from the dates of their com-
missions, where no warrants have been previously issued.

A Petition from Thomas Wilson, of the City of Annapolis,
praying a remission of the fine set upon him by the Com-
mittee of Observation for Anne Arundel County, for not
havirtg enrolled in some company of Militia, was read and
referred to the consideration of the Committee of Observa-
tion for Anne Arundel County aforesaid.

.

A Petition from Thomas French, late Sheriff, and George
French, present High Sheriff of Frederick County, was read
and ordered to lie on the table.

The Council of Safety laid before the Convention an
inventory of sundry articles taken out of a small. sloop,
drifted ashore in' this State from the British fleet under the
command of Lord Dunmore, and now stored by order of
Major Price; which was read.

.

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to take the
subject matter intq consideration, and report in what manner
suchal'ticles, and prizes of the like nature, are lo be disposed
of. .

, And Mr. Paca, Mr. Gustavus Scott, and Mr. Hooe, were
elected by ballot a Committee for that purpose.

On motion, Ordered, That the Council of Safety be
directed to advance the sum of ten Pounds to Mr. James
Hopkins, to enable him to construct a machine according
to pt'Oposals communicated to this House.

ori motion, Ordered, That the Resolution of Saturday,
respecting the Decbration oflndependence, be published in
the :Maryland Gazette.

The Council of Safety laid before the Convention sundry
Papers and Depositions mlative to the Reverend John Scott,
and several Depositions taken by George Plater and John
Hall, Esquires, relative thereto; thereupon it is

Orrlti'ed, That a Committee be appointed to take the
same into consideration, and rpport their opinion thereon.

And MI'. Samuel Chase, MI'. Jeremiah Townley Chase,
Mr. Paca, Mr. WortMngton, Mr. Ridgely, and Mr. Cham-
berlaine, were elected by ballot a Committee for that pur-
pose. .

On reading the Depositions laid before the Convention by
the Council of ::;alety against Isaac Costin,

Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration on
lJionday, the second of Septembcr next.

Adjourned tiB three o'clock.

Post ~MericZie1Tl. Convention met.

Sundry Depositions against TVilliam B. Townsend, of
Worcester Comity, and Joseph TFhdand, Jun., John ,Evans,

Robert Houlith, and Basil Clarkson, of Dorchester County,

were read and referred to the Committee appointed to con-
sider of tbe several Depositions and Paper~ relative to the
Reverend Mr. Scott.

A Petition from Abralwm Lingenfelter, David Aspaugh,
and Henry Barnes, languishing prisoners in Frederick
County Jail, and sundry Petitions from William Field,
Robert Field, Jeremiah Field, Joseph Field, Seymour York,
Robert Turner, Samuel Devinny, Stephen Cessney, dnd
Frederick Craft, now confined in Frederick- Town, Fred-
erick County, were read and ordered to lie on the table.

Mr. ~Mackallbas leave of absence.
Com'ention adjourns till to-morrow, three o'clock in the

afternoon.

Tuesday, August 20, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday,
except Mr. B. Mackall.

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.

1\11'.Hqmmond appeared in the House. Mr. Jeremial~
Jordon, a Delegate retul'll\:,d from St. lJJary's County, ap-
peared and took his seat in the House.

The Convention proceeded to elect a Surgeon to Colonel
Thomas Ewing's Battalion of Militia for the Flying-Camp;
when Dr. John Dorsey was elected.

A Petition from Thomas Watkins, and others, inhabitants
of Anne Arundel County, praying to be permitted to form
thems~l\'es into a.n Independ.ent Militia Company, was read
and rejected.

A Memorial from Charles Dashiell, of Somerset,County,
and a Petition from George Dashiell and William Dashiell,
of said County, Were read and ordered to lie on.the table.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow ,norning, nine o'cJ.oek.

Wednesday, August 21,1776.
Convf'ntion met. An Members present as on yesterday.
The Proceedings of yesterday were read.

On motion, Resolved, That three persons be appointed
a Board to continue the books of accounts of the expendi-
ture, loan, or disposition of all publick moneys, by or under
the authority of the Convention, or Council of Safety,
opened by the late Board, with power to audit, examine,
and adjust all accounts and sumsof money due fromor to
this Stat~, and that they transmit the same, with tbe respect-
ive balances struck, to this Convention w~)en sittin!, and in
their recess to tbe Council of Safety, for their eX<'Huinatioll
and control.

That tbe said Commission~rs, before they enter upon the
execution of their trust, take an oath or affirmation, care-
fully and accurately to audit, examine, and 1:jdjustall accounts
and sums of money due from oj' to this State, and that they
will not allow any claim against the publick but what they
in their jud~ment an? conscience shall deem just and right;
that they will keep Just and true accounts, and will trans-
mit the same, with the respective balances struck, to tbe
Convention, or in their recess to the Council of Safety,
for their examination and control; and that the said Com-
missioners will keep secret all such matters or things as come
before them in the execution of their said trust, they shall
be enjoint;d to keep secret by the Convention 01'Council of
Safety.

Rtsolved, That there be a Clerk to the said Board of
. Commissioners, and that the said Clerk be allowed ten
shi)lings for every day he sball'attend such service, and that
he take an oath beJore he enters on the executionof bis
office, that lie will faitbfully and tn;ly enter all accounts,
and make all such entries as he shall be directed by the
said Commissioners, and sball also take the oath of secrecy

as above directed to be taken by tbe Commissioners.
Resolved, That Mr. John Davidson, Mr. Thomas Brooke

Hodg7cin, and MI'. William Wilkins, be appointed Com mis-
sionersfor the said Boal'd, tbat any two of them have power
to act, and that each of them be allowed ten shillir]O'sper
day for their trouble for every day they shall attenl such
service.

~n ,?otion,~esolved, That a Committee be appointed
to rnqUlre how far the Resolve of the last Convention of the
6th of Jul!}, for raising two Companies of Riflemen and four

.,
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Companies of Germans, has been complied with, and into
the expenditure of the money advanced for the raising those
Companies, and report the same to this Convention.

And Mr. Ridgely, Mr. Love, Mr. Archer, Mr. Stnll, and
Mr. Sheredine, were elected by ballot a Committee for that
purpose.

Adjourned tiU three o'clock.

Post Meridiem. Convention met.
Mr. Potter and Mr. Mason have leave of absence.
Mr. John ltluir was appointed Clerk to the Board of

Accounts.
Mr. H. Wilson has leave of absence.
The Committee appointed to report on th_eestablishment

of Manufactories bring in and deliver to Mr. Pre,sident the
following Report:

" Your Committee appointed to examine and price the
linen brought in and delivered by John Archer and James
F(arris, ?o report, that they have brought in the following
pieces, VIZ:

'No.1 containing 22 yards, at 4s. 3d. per yard.
4 45!" 4s. 3d. "2 52" 3s. 9d. "
6 52" 3s. 9d. "3 42!" 3s. 3d. "5 55" 3s. 3d. "

"AJJ which is submitted to the honourable House.
"Signed per order of the Committee:

"JOHN JOHNSON,Clerk."
Which was read and ordered to lie on the tabJe.
Conventio\J adjourns till to-morrow, three o'clock in the

afternoon.

Thursday, August 22, 1776.

Convention met. AU Members present as on yesterday,
except Mr. Potter, Mr. iWason, and Mr. H. Wilson;

The Proceedings of yesterday were read. .

The Committee for that purpose appointed bring in and
deliver to Mr. Pmsident a report relating to the establishment
of Manufactories; whichwas read and ordereg to lie on the
table.

To prevent confusion and discontent among the officers
in the Regular and Militia service of this State respecting
rank, on motion of Mr. FitZ'hugh,

Resolved, That aU officers in the Regular service, when
acting in conjunction with the Militia, by detachment or
otherwise, shall take rank and command of aU officers of
the Militia of the same denomination, without regard to the
date of their respective commissions, and not otherwise;
but this regulation shall not affect the resolve of Friday
last, relative to Colonel Smallwood's taking command of the
Brigadier appointed to the Flying-Camp.

The Proceedings of the Council of Safety were laid before
the Convention and ordered to lie on the tabJe.

A Petition from part of the Independent CC1mpanyof
Regular Troops lately commanded by Captain Rezin Beall,
praying that their Third Lieutenant should be appointed
Captain of the company, was read and rejected. Mr.
Bennett Bracco was then appointed Captain, Mr. John
Hdlkerston First Lieutenant, Mr. Daniel Jenifer Adams
Second Lieutenant, and Mr. Thomas Beall Third Lieu,tenant
of said company.

On reading a second time the report from the Committee
appointed to receive proposals relating to the establishment
of Manufactories, the Convention ioo~ the same into con-
siderMion; and thereupon,

Resolved, That the sum of one hundred Pounds be ad-
vanced out of the publick Treasury to 1;lwmas IIarwood,
of Anne Aru.ndd County, to enable him to carryon a
Stocking Manufactory, he giving bond with good security to
repay the same in one year from the date of his bond, in
good merchantable thread or yarn stocking~,at such prices
as the Convention, or in their recess the Council of Safety,
shall adjudge.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow, three o'clock in the
afternoon.

Friday, August 23, 1776.
,

Conventionmet. AJIMemberspresentas on yesterday.
The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
Mr. Samucl Hughs, a Delegate returned for the upper

distr-ictof Frederick County, appeared and took his s~at in.
the House.

Mr. President communicated to the Convention a Letter
from the Secretary of the Board of War, of the 6th day of
this instant, relative to prisoners of war, and officers of the
troops raised in this State for the Continental service;
which was read. Thereupon,

Ordered, That the same be referred to a Committee to re-
port a list of such Prisoners and of such Officers, their rank,
and dates of commissions, and the time for which their men
were inlisted.

~

And Mr. Sheredine, Mr. IIuglts, and MI'. Edtlen, were
elected by ballot a Committee for that purpose.

A Letter from Mr. Stone, of the 21st of this instant, with
Resolutions of Congress of the 26th of June and 17th of
August, were laid before the Convention by the President,
and read. . .

Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to take the
same into considera'ion, and report th,eiropinion thereon to
the Convention.

And Mr. Fitzhugh, Mr. Plater, and Mr. Carroll of C(lr-.
rollton, wel'e elected by ballot a Committee for that purpose.

On motion, Resolved, That the appointment of Com-
manders for the vessels and armed boats ordered to be fitted
out by the last Con-vention, be made by the Cou'ncil of
Safety.

A Memorial from James Cunningham, relative to a Sloop
drifted ashore in this State from the British fleet under the
command of, Lord Dunmore, was read, and referred to the
Committee appointed to -report how captures shall be dis-
posed of.

Mr. Thomas Sprigg Wootton a'nd Mr. William Bayly,
Jun., Delegates returned for the lower district of Frederick
County, appeared and took their seats in tbe House.

The Convention appointed John Hall, Esquire,Judge of
the Court of Arlmiralty, in the room of William Hayward,
Esquire, who resigned.

A P~tition from Robert Long, of Baltimore County, was
read and rejected.

The Committee of Elections report to the Convention,
that by the Return from the lower district of Prederick
County, T.homas Spri~g Wootton, Jonathan Wilson, Wil-
liam Bayly, Jun., .and Elislta Williams, Esquires, were duly
elected for the said district, agreeable to the resolve of the
last Convention.

Mr. Semmes has leave of ~bsencefor a few days; Mr.
Sheredine till Thursday next, Mr. Ridgely till Tuesday
next, and Mr. Stevenson and Mr. Shepherd till ltlonday
next.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Saturday, August 24,1776.
Convention rnet. AJI Members present as on yesterday,

except Mr. Semmes, Mr. Sheredine, Mr. Ridgely, Mr.
Shepherd, and Mr. Stevenson.

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.

Ordered, That the Commissions of the Officers of the In-
dependent Company of Militia for the Flying-Camp bear
date respectively from the time they completed the number
of m~n required by the officers of the battalions for the
Flying-Camp.

Convention adjourns tiJl Monday, three o'clock in the
afternoon, and from thence till Tuesday, nine o'clock in the. .
morning.

Tuesday, August 27, 1776.

Conven1ion met. AJI Members present as on Satw'day.
The Proceedings of Saturday were read.

Mr. Jonathan Tf'"ilsnn and Mr. Elisha Williams, Dele-
gates returned for the lower district of Frederick County,
and Mr. Thomas Ringgold, a Delegate returned fOr Irent
County, appeared and took their seats in the House:

.

Mr.
Henry Wilson and MI'. Stevenson appeared in the House.,
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Mr. Plater brings in and delivers to Mr. President a De-
claration and Charter of B.ights; which was read, and
ordered to be printed for the consideration of the M~mbers.

Brice T. B. Worthington, Charles Carroll, Barrister,
and Samuel Chase, Esquires, having informed the Conven-
tion that they, having received instructions from their con-
stitUents enjoining them, in framing of a Government for
this State, implicitly to adhere to points in their opinion
incompatible with good government and the publick peace
and happiness, were obliged, extremely against their incli-
nations, to resign their seats, and that they resigned accord-
ingly. .

. Resolved, That the seats of the said Brice T. B. Worth-
ington, Charles Carroll, Barrister, and Samuel Chase,
Esquires, are vacated by such resignation.

A Petition from sundry free voters of Anne Arundel
County, praying that a new election of Delegates for said
County migbt be ordered, was read.

Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration on
Thursday next. .

Convention appointed Mr. Thomas Beall Second Lieu-
tenant of Captain Bennett Bracco's independent company o(
Regular troops, in the roo..,mof Mr. Daniel Jenifer Adams,
and Mr. Colmore Williams Third Lieutenant of said com-
pany.

Mr. Parnham has leave of absence till Monday next.
Ordered, That three persons be added to tbe Committee

of Elections i and Mr. Grahame, Mr. Fitzhugh, and Mr.
Poco, were elected by ballot to be of the said Committee.

On motion, Resolved, That the Depositions of Captain
James Disney, Lieutenant Samuel Godman, Lieutenant
Joseph Burgess, and Mr. Thomas Harwood, relative to the
late elfJction for Anne Arundel County, be 'taken before
some Magistrate as speedily as possible, after due notice to
Mr. Rezin Hammond and some of the petitioners against
the said election.

Mr. Dent has leave of absence for a few days.
Adjourned till three o'clock.

Post ft'Ieridiem. Convention met. Mr. Fischer ap-
peared in the House.

A Remonstrance from George Davy, of Frederick Coun-
ty, was read, and referred to the Committee appointed to
receive proposals relating to the establishment 01 Manufac-
tories.

The Committee of Elections report to the Convention,
that by the Return for Kent County, Thomas Ringgold,
William Ringgold of Eastern Neck, Joseph Earle, and
Thomas Smyth, Esquires, are duly elected Delegates for the
said County, agreeable to the resolves and directions of the
last Convention.

.

On motion of Mr. Paca,
Resolved, That an election of three Delegates for Anne

Arundel County be beld on Wednesday, the 4th of Septem-
ber next, at the City of Annapolis, by John weems, Thomas
Dorsey, and Thomas Watkms, Esquires, or by any two or
one of them, according to the resolves of the last Conven-
tion, and that tbe said Judges give due notice thereof,by
setting up advertisements in the most publick places in the
said County.

PJ'opo~als from Valentine Reintzel and Anthony Gossler,
of Frederick County, for raising a Company of Riflemen,
was read and unanimously rejected.,

Convention adjourlJs till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

tVednesday, August 28,1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday
except MI'. Parnham.

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.

Mr. Ridgely and. Mr. Shepherd appeared. in the House..

A Petition from the inhabitants of the City of Annapolis
to be reinstated .in their former right of voting for Repre-
sentatives for Anne Arundel County, and p~posals from
Elisha Wintas to take the Frederick .Gun-lock factory,
were I'ead and ordered tq lie on the table.

On,motion of Mr. T. Ringgold,

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to inquire into
and report what progress has been maue in the different
manufactories erected or about to be erected in this State,
in pursuance of the sundry proposals made to and accepted
by the Conventions and Councils Qf Safety, and into' the
expenditure of all publick moneys advanced to the under-
takers of publick and private manufactories, and to issue
summonses for all such persons to attend them as the)' may
judge necessary, and to consider of the proposalsthIs day
made by Eli.~ha Winters, and report thereon.

And Mr. T. Ringgold, Mr. J. Smith, Mr. Grahame,
Mr. Hooe, and Mr. Chamberloine, were elected by ballot a
Committee for that purpose.
. Mr. Paca brings in and delivers to Mr. President a Report
from the Committee appointed to consider of the several
Depositions and Papers relative to the Reverend Mr. Scott;
which, was read and ordered to lie on the table.

On motion of Mr. Goldsborough,
.

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to inquire into
and report the state and condition of the log Jail in Freder-
ick Town, how the money granted for building the same has
been expended, and in what manner the prisoners contained
therein are treated, and also to inqnire into and report the
state and condition. of the County Jail; and Mr. Edelen,
Mr. Wootton, and Mr. Hughs, were elected by ballot a
Committee for tbat purpose,

Adjourned till three o'clock.

Post Meridiem. Convention met.
Mr. William Ringgold and Mr. Jo,~ephEarle, Delegates

returned for Kent County, appeared and took their seats in
the' House.

The Report relative to the Reverend Mr. Scott was read
a second time; and it being represented to the House that
MI'. Scott was not desirous of being heard, but was ready
to submit to the determination of the Convention, the said
Report was taken into consideration, and, on motion of Mr.
J. T. Chase, the question was put, That the said John
Scott be commItted to tbe custody of the Sheriff of Fred-
erick County, and there safe kept until tbe furtber order of
the Convention or supreme power of thig State be known
therein, and tbat the said John Scott pay into the hands of
the Treasurer of the Western Shore the sum of five hundred
pounds, common money, to be applied towards defraying
his proportionable part of the expenses of the war incurred,
or to be incurred,during the present contest between Great
Britain and tbe Ultit~d States? Carried in the negative.

NEGATIVE.

Mr. Plater,
Jordan,
Grahame,
J. Mackall,
Hammond,
J. tVilson,
Williams,
Fischer,
Edelen,
Schriver,
Beall,
Hughs,
Deye,

Mr.Stcvenson,
Shepherd,
J. Smith,
Paca,
Carroll,
Bond,
H. WiJson,
Love,
Archer,
Gilpin,
EWIng,
D. Smith,
Brevard,

Mr. T. Ringgold,
W. Ringgold,
Earle,
Edmondson,
Gibson,
Chamberlaine,
Goldsborough,
Murray,
John Enna]Js,
Joseph Ennalls,
George Scott,
Eorsey.

AFFIRMATI\"E.

Mr. Barnes, Mr. Bayly,
Hooe, Stull,
Wootton, Schnebely,

The question was then put, That the said Reverend
Jo}m Scott is a disaffected person, and has a dangerous in-
fluence in Somerset Cou"nty; that he be removed from the
said County to Frederick County, and that he give bond to
the Council of Safety in the sum of one thousand pounds
sterling, with good security, nol to depart the said County,
witbout leave of the Convention, or Council of Safety, and
that he wi]) not correspond upon publick matters with any
person whatever? Resolved in the affirmative.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Mr, Ri<!$eIy,
J. T. Chase.

Thursday, August 29, 1776.

Convention Olet. All Members present as on yesterday,
expept Mr. Grahame, .

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.

On motion, Resolved, That tbe Reverend John Scott be
discharged from his recognizance, and from any further

. .
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The Proceedings of yesterday were rea-d.
Mr. Hammond appeared in the Rouse.
Mr. D. .S'ritithhas leave of absence till iUonday week.
On reading a second time the Petiti~n of Samuel Sharpe,

setting forth that he had, on the seventeenth day of Decem-
ber last, become security for a certain Isaac Atkinson, in 11.
bond taken to Matthew Tilghman, Esquire, then President
of the Convention, in the sum of one thousand pounds cur-
rency, for the said Isaac Atkinson's future good behaviour;
and that the said Isaac Atkinson had since fled from this
State and joined the enemies thereof, and now assists the
British Fleet and Army in waging war against the United
Stat/!,sof America, and l raying of this House to have the
said bond put in suit; an tbat as the estate of the said Isaac
Atkinson was daily wasting, tbey would aJso direct the said
estate to be put under tbe care and direction of such person
or persons as tbe House could confide in; and it appearing
to this Convention that the said Isaac Atkinson hath for
some time past absented himself from his borne, and hath,
as is reported and generally believed, joined the enemies of
this State; it is therefore

Resolved, That William Hayward, Esquire, of Talbot
County, take into his custody the real and personal estate
of the,said IsaClcAtkinson within tbis State, he first giving
bond to the President of tbis COIIVentionin the penalty of
two thousand pounds, conditioned that he will weU and
truly preserve and keep all the estate of the said Isaac At-
kinson which shall come to his hands without waste or
embezzle'ient, and return an inventory and appraisement
00 the oath of tWo freeholders, witbin six weeks after his
taking the said estate into his possession, and shall render a
true and just account, and dispose of the said estate and all
profits therefrom arisiilg in such manner as shall be hereafter
directed by this Convention, or by law of tbis State, and
that he will deliver in upon oath to the said appraisers the
whole of tbe said estate which shaU come to his hands.

On motion of Mr. Johnson,
Resolved, That the Councilof Safety be empoweredto

purchase and store thirty thousand bushels of. Salt in such
of the Islands in the West-Indies as they may think proper,
and by proper opportunities to import the same into this
State, to be sold out OIlthe publick accOUnt.

The Committee appointed to receive ptoposllls relative
to the establishment of Manufactories, and report their
opinion thereon, bring in and deliver to Mr. President the
following.Report: .

" Your Committee or Manufactories have considered the
P.etition of John Wells, and are of opinion that it will not
be of general and publick utility to grant the said Petition.
All which is submitted to the honourable Convention.

" Signed by order of the Committee: . .
"~ICHOLAS gARwooD, Clerk."

Which was read j and the question was put, That the
House concur therewith? Carried in tbe negatiTe. ,

The Petition wits then read, and the Convention taking
the same into consideration,

Resolved, That the sum of one hundred and fifty pounds
be advanced by the Council of Safety to John Wells', of
Baltimore County, he giving bond with good security to
repay the same in linen, at such price as the Convention, .

upon view thereof and inspection of a bill of costs of the
same, shall think proper to allow; the said John Wells to
deliver one-third thereof within six months, and one-third
within nine months, and the remaining third within twelve
months from the date of his bond, or to repay the said sum
with interest at six per centum within one year, if the Con-
vention shall so order.

On motion, leave given to bring in an Ordinance for the
division of Frederick County intothree distinct and separate
Counties. '

.

On reading and considering the Petition of Conrard
Theodore Wederstrandt, respecting an action commenced
by him against Edward Meadows, Esquire, Commander of
the Tartar man-of-war, in the Provincial. Court,

Resolved, That the said action, from the peculiar circum-
stances of the case, shall not abate by the death of either

Saturday,August31,1776. party, but that a trial of the same may be had, and judg-
Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday, ment rendered, and all after process issue, as if both parties

except Mr. Fitzhugh, Mr. Ringgold, and Mr. Edmondson. were living, without any regard to the death of eitht;)rparty:
FIFTH SI<;RIES.-VOL.III.

.

7

attenda.nce on this Convention, on his giving bond agreeable
to the resolve of yesterday; and that he be allowed a fo!t-
niIJht to settle his affairs, and to remove himself and family
to"'Frederick' but tbe said John Scott is not to return to
Somerset Co~nty, nor hold any conversatio.n or co!respo~d-
ence with any inhabitant thereof upon pubhck affairs durmg
that time, .

.

Ordered, That the Clerk make out and deliver to Mr.
Scott a copy of the Resolution respecting hin'i.

Mr. Fenwick has leave of absence.
A Petition from Conrad Theodore Wederstrandt, and a

Petition of John Wells, of Baltimore County, for a sum of
money to enable him to carryon a Linen Manufactory, were
read and ordered to lie on the table.

The order of the day, for taking into consideration the
Petition acraiostAnne Arundel County election, being read,

Ordered, That the same be referredforconsiderationtill
Tuesday next.

Mr. Edmondson, Mr. Gibson, and Mr. Shriver, have

leave of absence for a few days.
On motion,ResollJed,Tbat the personsnow confinedin

the 100'Jail in Frederick County, be removed to the pub-
lick J~il thereof, and be permitted to occupy the upper
story, and to have the use of the prison y:t~d in com~10n
with the debtors, until the further order of tillS Convention,
and tbat the guard be continued. .

Ordered, Tbat the Clerk make. out arid transmit it co.py
of the above Resolution to the Committee of Observation
for the Middle District of Frederick County.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow, three o'clock in the
afternoon.

Friday, August 30, 1776.

Convention met. AJI Members present as on yesterday,
except MI'. Gibson, Mr. Schri11er,Mr. Fenwick, and Mr.
Hammond,

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
Mr. Sheredine, Mr. Potter, Mr. Mason, and Mr. Semmes

appeared in the House.
Mr. Walter Bowie, Mr. Benjamin Hall, Mr. Osbotn

Sprigg, and Mr. Luke Marbury, Delegates ret?rned f?r
Prince George's County, appeared and took theIr seats III
the HOllse.

The Committee of Elections report to the. Convention,
that Walter Bowie, Benjamin Hall, Osborn Sprigg, and
Luke Marbury, Esqrs., are. dnly elected Delegates. for
Prince George'sCounty; and that 'f!tomas Johnson,Esq.,
is duly elected a Delegate for Carohne County.

Mr. ThomasRinggold has leave of absence tiJlMonday
next, Mr. Fitzhugh till Tuesday next, and Mr. Chamber-
laine for a few days. .

A Petition from tbe Trustees of the Poor of Frederick
County for a sum of money, to be advanced them out of the
publick Treasury, was-read and ordered to lie on the table.

Mr. John!Jon appeared and tookhis seat in the House.
On reading a second time the Petition of Thomas French,

late Sheriff, and George French, present Sheriff of Fred-
erick County,'

,
-Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to inquire into

the truth of the facts therein set fortp; and Mr. Sheredine,
Mr. Wootton, and 1\-£1'.Beall, were erected by ballot a Com-
mittee for that purpose..

A Petition from Samuel Sharpe, of Tatbot County, was
read and ordered to lie on the table.

On motion, Resolved, Tbat two persons be added to the
Committee appointed to prepare a Declaration and Cbarter
or Rigbts and a form of Government for this State.

And Mr. Johnsonand Mr. Hooe were elected by ballot
to be of the said Committee.

On motion, ResollJed, That Mr. Frederick Green be
added to the signers of Bills of Credit.

Mr. Horsey has leave of absence for a few days.
Convention adjourns tiJl to-morrow morning, nioe Q'clock.
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and if such death shall ha ppen either before or after such
trial, or jud<rment, or process, such death shall not be
pleadable by'"the special bail ill such action in discharge of
himself.

Mr. Wootton brings in and de]ivers to Mr. President an
o'rdinance for the division of Frederick County into three
distinct and separate Counties; which was read and ordered
to lie on the table.

Mr. Jordan has leave of absence for a few days.
.Convention adjourns till Monday, three o'clock in the

afternoon.

Monday, September 2, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as ou Saturday,
except Mr. Horsey, Mr. Chamberlaine,Mr. D. Smith, Mr.
Jordan, Mr. J. Smith, and Mr. Bowie.

The Proceedings of Saturday were read.
Mr. Dent appeared in the House. Mr. Turbutt Wrig~t.

and Mr. James Kent, Delegates returnedfor Queen Anne s
County, and Mr. Thomas Smyth, a Delegate returned for
Kent County, appeared and took their seats in the House.

The Committee of Elections report to the Convention,
that by the Return for Queen ilnne's County, Tu~butt
Wrifrht James Kent, William Bruff, and Sol()mon Wnght,
Esq~ire~, are duly elected Delegates for said County.

Mr. Chase brin!Tsin and delivers to Mr. President a
R~port from ,the Committee appointed to ,eymine ~he
Papers and Depositions laid before the Convention relatl\'e
to the conduct of Isaac Costin; which was read in the
words following, to wit:

, "By the Committee appointed to ex.amine t~e papers
and depositions laid before this ConventIon, relative to the
conduct of Isaac Costin.

"Your C3mmittee beg leave to report, that they.hav.c
examined the said papers and depositions, from which. It
appears, that about the mid?le ~f June !ast, Isaac C;;ostln,
with many others, went to theIr nelghbours houses, to mform
them that Job Ingram and Barkley Townsend had come
express from Lewistown, to let the people of Somerset
Coun ty know that a large number of men wer.ecoming from
Lewistown to compel them to assent to mdependency.
That Costin persuaded them to assemble at Meru~co Dams
to oppose it, and that in consequence of. the ~a,d report,
Isaac Costin, with about two hundred people, did assem~le
at Merumsco Dams for tbe declared purpose of opposmg
independency.

" Your Committee further report, that about the 20th of
June last Isaac Costin in company with several persons,
some of ~hom were ar~ed, damned the Whigs and Rebels,
that the company huzzaed for King George the Third, and
said they would wash the shirtmen's shirts for th~m. .

" Yollr Committee further report, that some time 10the
month of September or October last, tbe said Isaac Costin
went with Levin Townsend on board the man-of-war at
Norfolk, and on their returning to. their company.' ?e
stron!Tlysolicited and endeavoured to mduce them to mhst
unde~ Lord Dunmore, by offering them a guinea and a
crown advance and standing ?ay, a gun, ba:ronet, &c., a~d
a ~uit of regimentals each. ~.hat the s~ld Isaac Costm
highly approved of the propositIOnof Levm Townsend to
fit out a privateer to cruise in the bay, and agre~d to act as
his Lieutenant, and to proceed up Poc?moke River to take
the Committee of Worcester County pnsoners, and to carry
them to Lord Dunmore. '

" All which is humb]y submitted to the consideration of
the honourable Convention.

" Signed per order of th~ Committee:

" JOHN JOHNSON, Clerk."

The Ol'der of the day, for taking into consideration the
several Depositions and Papers relative to the co~duct of the
said Isaac Costin, was then read, and referred till Monday,
the 16th instant. '

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Tuesday, September 3, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday.
The Proceedings of yesterday were read.

Mr. Parnham, Mr. James Smith, Mr. T. Ringgold, and
Mr. Bowie, appeared in the House.

On reading propositions from Abraham Boyd, of Prince
George's County,

Resolved, That a Company of Militia, to be composed of
not'less than fifty men, be immediately enrolled, an~ proper
officers cOlTunissioned thereto, and that a warrant Issue by
the Council of Safety to Abraham Boyd for enrollingthe
said Company; whi?h shall be er.n.r.loyed, pai~, an~ co~-
tinued for the same time as the MIlitIa lately raised 10 tills
State for the Flying Camp, the said Company finding their
own arms and blankets. "

Adjourned till three o'cloc.k.

PQst Meridiem. Convention met.
Mr. Fitzhugh appeared in the House. Mr. Solomon

Wright appeared and took his seat in the Housf:'.

The order of the day, for taking into cons!deration the
Petition against the election of Delegates for Anne Arundel
County, being read, the same was withdrawnat the request
of the petitioners.

Mr. Lowes has leave of absence.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Wednesday, September 4, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday,
except Mr. L()wes, Mr. William Ringgold, Mr. Earle, and
Mr. Turbutt Wright.

The Proceedings of yesterday wem read.

Mr. Peter Chaille, Mr. Samuel Handy, and Mr. Josiah
Mitchell, Deleoates returned for Worcester County, appeared
and took their °seats in the House.

-
,

Mr. Thomas Ringgold, from the Committee appointedto
inquire into the state and condition of Manufactories, brings
in and delivers to Mr. President the following Report:

"In obedience to a resolve of the honourable Convention,
your Committee for inquiring' into tlie state and condition
of manufactories, beg leave to report, That not having had
time to inquire into the propriety of the particular charges
made in an account lately exhibited by the Commissioners
of the gun-lock factory at Fredericktown, beg leave to
defer their opinion thereon until they have an opportunity
of making the necessary inquiries, and until proper vOllchers
are produced. Nevertheless, upon a general view of the
account, your Committee are ,enabled to report to your
honourable House, that the sum of twelve hundred pounds,
common money, has been advanced; that one thousand and
seventy-six pounds nine shillings and eight pence has been
l;,lid out and expended, and that uo more than to the amount
.of eighty-two pounds nineteen shillings and seven pence has
been returned in work, valued, in the opinion of your Com-
mittee, at high prices, and only thirty-eight gun-locks have
been produced; that from the best information the expense
of continuing the factory on the pub]ick account will be .very
great, and under its present circumstances no returns can
be expectedin any degreeadequate to it. Your Committee
are therefore of opinion ihat the proposals.of Elisha Win-
ters, of Chestertown, ought to be accepted on the following
terms, viz:

"

,

" That the present buildings shall be finished, and such
other additional buildings erected as shall be thought neces-
sary for the carrying on the factory, and for the accommo,;.
dation of Elishft Winters's family and the hands employed
in the said factory; that some convenient works shall be
erected for the grinding and b.oring bayonets, ramrods, and
files, and other materials, and the stream of water that runs
near the works shall be conveyed thereto, if to be done at a
moderate expense, and with the consent of the proprietors of
the land who will be affectedby it; that the whole amount
of the ground, buildings and other improvements, together
with the value of the tools on hand, shall be ascertained,
and that Elisha Winters shall pay interest thereon at the
rate of six per centum from the first day of October next,
by way of rent yearly; -that the materials on hand shall be
valued, and the amounf deducted out of the work to be
received of him. ,

"That tbe said Elisha Winters shall pay by way of hire
yearly for the servants that have been bought on the pub-
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lick account, in proportion to the cost of each respective
servant, and the time he has to serve, to victual and clothe

.
them at his own expense, to pay their levy and the neces-
sary expense of a physician in case of sickness.

_ "And your Committee are of opinion, that the said
ground, buildings and other impl"Ovements, tools and ser-
vants, shall remain under rent and hire respectively, on the
above terms, after the expiration of the first year, if the said
Elisha Winters shall continue to merit the confidence of the
future Legislature or governing power of this State for the
time being.

" And your Committee are further of opinion, tbat so long
as tbe said Elisha Winters continues to be a tenant to the

'publick, he ought to furnisb monthly at least one hundred
and twenty-five good substantial muskets, we)) fitted with
bayonets, steel ramrods, and strong neat mounting, and good
double bridle locks, and swivels for slings, at four pounds
five shillings common money for each; and if it should be in
his power to make more than that number, your Committee
think he ought to deliver, and the publick to receive them
on tbe same terms; and whenever he shall discontinue to
rent and hire as aforesaid, your Committee are of opinion,
that the said Elisha Winters ought to deliver up the said
buildings and improvements in good order, and tools of the
same kind and value of those that may be delivered to bim,
and the servants that may remain alive and in servi~ude as
well clothed as he receives them.

" And if it should so happen that the said Elisha Winters
should choose to purchase the whole property, that he shall
have a right to do it on paying the sum on which he is to
pay interest as aforesaid, and the then value of the servants
in proportion to their cost and the time they may have to
serve respectively, in good muskets fitted as aforesaid, in
monthly deliveries of at least one hundred dnd twenty-five
plfr month, and at the price aforesaid; and if it should be in
his power to. make more, that he ought to deliver and the
publiok ought to receive them.

" Your Committee beg leave further to report to your
honourable House, that upon inquiry they find that the said
Elisha Winters has delivered muskets oyer and above tbe
quantity stipulated to be delivered to this time by bis present
subsisting contract with the publick, and that the said con-
tract ought not to be binding on the said Elisha ff'inters
longer than the. commencement of a contract that may be
entered into in consequence of this report.

"And your Committee are further. of opinion, that such
gun barrels as shall hereafter be furnisbed by Henry Hol-
lingsworth, of Cecil County, in consequence of his present
or a future contract, ought to be delivered by him at his
works to the said Elisha Winters, to be accounted for at
the rate of twenty shillings common money per barrel.

"All which your Committee beg leave to submit to the
consideration of your honourable House.

"Signed per order of the CommIttee:
"JOHN JOHNSON, Clerk."

Wbich was read; and thereupon the Convention taking
the same into cc;msideration,the question was put, Tbat the
House concur therewith? Carried in the negative.

The Committee of Elections report, to the Convention,
that by the Return from Worcester County, Samur;,l Handy,
Peter Chaifle, Smith Bishop, and Josiah .Mitchell, Esqs.,
are duly elected Delegates for said County. .

On motion, Resolved, That the Council of Safety advance
a mpnth's pay to the officers and privates of Captain Abra-
ham Boyd's Company.

A Memorial frolll Captain William Stone, of Baltimore
County, was read and ordered to lie on the table.

.

Mr. Handy has leave of absence.
COl\vention adjourns till to-morrow, three o'clock in the

afternoon.

Thursday, September 5, 1776.

All Members present as on yesterday,Conventionmet.
except MI'. Handy.

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
Mr. Edmondson, Mr. Gibson, and Mr. Schriver, appeared

in the HOlise.
f!.1r.Sheredine brings in and delivers to Mr. President a

Report from the Committee appointed to take illto .their

consideration the Letter from the Secretary of the Board of
War, of the 6th of August last; which was read and ordered
to lie on the table.

.

Mr. Shepherd has leave of absence tin Monday next.
The Convention appointed Captain Peter Mantz Major

to Colonel Griffith's Battalion of Militia for the Flying-
Camp.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Friday, September 6, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday,
except Mr. Shepherd.

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.

Mr. Lowe." Mr. T. Wright, Mr. W. Ringgold, and Mr.
Earle, appeared in the House.

Mr. Joseph Ennalls has leave of absence.
Whereas, tbe time limited by law for the receipts and

inspection of Tobacco at the publick warehouses is expired,
and it being represented to this Convention, that, in order
to promote the interest of the good people of this State, it is
immediately necessary that the inspectors should continue
to receive, inspect, and deliver out, all Tobacco that may
be brought to the said warehouses: ,

Resolved, That the several inspectors of this State shall
continue to receive and inspect all Tobaccoes brought to the
said warehouseson or before the lOth day of Novembernext,
and the inspectors snail also at any time deliver out the
Tobaccoes already inspected, or so to be inspected, for ex-
portation, without any oath being previously taken by the
master or any other officer of the ship or vessel in wbich
the same shall be exported, or tbe skipper of the craft to
wbo~ tbe said Tobacco sball be delivered, in consequence
of the act of Assembly for the inspection of Tobacco, any
law to the contrary notwithstanding. .

That any person or persons, wbo might act as inspector
or inspectors at any warebouse, on qualifying him or them~
selves as such, may,on taking the oath of inspector, be and
continue inspector or inspectors until the 10th day of No-
vembernext. .

That where any persons bave been cbosen by the Ves-
tries to be inspectors, and could not act as such without a
warrant from the Goveroour for the time being, the Council
of Safety, or other executive branch of the government of
this State for the time being,may authorize any person so
chosen to act as inspectOr.

That in any case where no person hath been chosen to
be inspector according to the said act for' tbe inspection of
Tobacco, the Council of Safety, or other executive branch
of tbe.governmentof tbis State for the time being, may ap-
point and commission such good substantial planter as they
may think fit and proper, residing in. the neigbbourhood where
he is to act, and being well skilled in Tobacco, to act as
inspector; and so may they, where there shall otherwise be
no inspector at any warehouse because of refw~alor refusah
to act, or the person or persons who might act being out of
this State: Provided, Every such person to be appointed
inspector be first recommended as such by at least twenty
reputable planters, and [)one of the said inspectors shall
continue such by virtue of the said appointments, beyond
the said 10th day of November, and that every of them,
before tbey act as inspector, take the oath of office.

That the publick shall not be liable in any event for the
Tobacco which may be carried to any of the warehouses
before the said 10th day of November, nor shall any inspector
be liable to make good any such, if the same shall happen.
to be destroyed by enemies, or be otberwise lost without the
negligence of the inspector.

That. no inspector, who shall act in virtue of these reso-
lutions, shall be entitled to any salary or allowance, Other
than two shillings and six pence currency for every hogs-
head of Tobacco he shall inspect, which shall be paid to
him at the time of bis delivering his note for such Tobacco:
And there shall also be paid to the several inspectors' for
warehouse rent, at the time of delivering out such Tobacco,
one shilling per hogshead, to_be accounted for by them to
the proprietor of the warehouse, or the publick respectively.

Ordered, That one hundred and eighty copies of the
above R!Jsolutions be immediatelyprinted, and transmitted
to the several Counties of this State.
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On readinO'a second time the Ordinance for the divisiono
of.Frederick County, on motion, the question was put, That
the consideration thereof be postponed till the IIe;xt session
of Convention? Carried in the negative.

NEGATIVE.

Mr. Barnes,
Semmes,
Parnham,
Fitzhugh,
J. MackalJ,
Bowie,
RalJ,
Sprigg,
Marbury,
Hammond,

Mr. Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,
J. Smith,
H. Wilson,
Love,
Archer,
Brevard,
T. Ringgold,
Johnson.

Mr. Paca,
Wootton,
BaK]Y,
WIlliams,
Sheredin e,
Edelen,
BealJ,
Hughs,
Stull,
Schnebely,

AFFIR1\JATIVE.

Mr. W. Ringgold,
Earle,
T. Smyth,
T. Wright,
S.. Wright,
Edmondson,
Gibson,

Mr. Goldsborough,
M~rray,
Gus. Scott,
G~o. Scott,
Lowes,
Mason,
Chaitla.

Mr. Rooe,
Dent,
Carroll,
J. Wilson,
Fischer,

. Schriver,
Bond,
E'..wmg,

Tbe Convention then proceeded to. take the same into
consideration; which was agreed to, as fol1ows:

Whereas, it appears to this Convention, tbat the erecting
two new Counties out of Frederick County will conduce
greatly to the ease and convenience of the people thereof:

Re$olved, That after the 1st day of Octobernext, such
part of the said County of Frederick as is contained within
the bounds and limits following, to wit: beginning at t?e
place where tbe temporar~ line crosse~the SOllth1f!ountmn,
and running thence by a hne on the ndge .of the s~ld moun~
tain to the river Patowmack, and thence wltb the Imes of the
said County so as to include all the lands to the west~ard
of the line fltnniogon the ridge of the South Mountam as
aforesaid to the beginning, shall be and is hereby erected
into a new County, by the name of Washington County.

Resolved, That after the 1st day of October' n~xt, such
part of the said County of Frederick as is contained witbin
the bounds and limits following, to wit: beginning at the
east side of the mouth of Rock Creek on P atowmack HiveI',
and running with tbe said river to the mouth of Monocacy,
then with a straight line to Par's Spring; from thence with
the lines of the County to the beginning, shall be and is
hereby erected into a new County, by the name of Mont-
gomery County.. . . .

Resolved, That the inhabitants .of the saId CountIes of
Washington and Montgomery shall have, hold, and enjoy,
all sl)ch rights and privileges as are held and enjoyed by
the inhabitants of any County in this State.

Resolved, That Messrs. Joseph Sprigg, Joseph Smith,
John Barnes, Andrew Rench, Daniel Hughs, William
¥ate$, and Conrad Hogmire, shall be and are hereby. ap-
pointed Commissioners fot Washington County; and they,
or the major part of them, shall be and are hereby authorized
and required to buy and purchase in fee a quantity of land
not exceeding four acres, at or adjoining such place as a

. majority of VOtBrswithin tbe limits of the said County, qual-
ifled as this Convention shall hereafter direct, the election to
be held at the place heretofore appointed for the choosing of
Delegates in this Convention, (the said Commissionersgiving
ten days' notice of the place and time of voting,) for the pur.
pose of building thereon a Court-House and Prisol1 for the
said County; and shall cause the said land to be lairJ out
by tbe Surveyor of Frederick County witb good and suf-
ficient boundaries, and a certificate theI:eof to be returned,

and re,cordedin the recordsof the said County; and the
sa',d Gommissioners, or a !Jlajor part of tbem, shall draw their
order on the Sheriff of Washington County to pay such sum
as shall be agreed upon for the said land, and the Sheriff is
hereby directed and required to pay the said order out of
the money hereafter mentioned, to be collected by him for
that purp05e; and such payment for the land shall invest
the Justices of Washington County and their successors
with an estate. in fee simple therein for the use of the saip
County forever; and if the said Commissioners, or the majOl'
part of them, and the owner of the said land, shaH differ
about the value of the said land, in such case tne Commis-
sioners, or the major part of them, shall be, and they are
hereby, authorized and empowered to order the Sheriff of
Washington Cpunty to_summoo twelve fj'eeholdef's upon the
said land, who shall be empanuelled and sworn as a jury, to

inqUIrethe valueof the said land; and the said Commis-
sioners, or the major part of them, shall draw their order on
the Sheriff of. Washington County to pay the said valuation,
and tbe said Sheriff is hereby directed to pay the said order
out of the money hereafter mentioned, to be by hin] collected
for that purpose; and upoQ his payment of the said order
the fee simple in tbe said land shall be invested as aforesaid
in the Justices of Washington COl.\ntyand their successors
for the use of the said County forever.

Reso7ved, That Messrs. Nathan Magruder, John l"-litr-
dock, Henry Griffith, Thomas Cramphin, Junior, Zadock
Magruder, Allen Bowie, anc;lJohn 1Vilson,be andare here-
by appointed Commissioners for ~MontgomeryCounty; and
they, or a major part of them, shall be, and they are hereby
authorized and required to buy and purchase in fee a quan-
tity of land not exceeding four acres, at or adjoining such
place as a majority of the voters within the limits of the
said County, qua!ified as this Convention shall bereafter
direct; the election to be held at the place heretofore ap-
pointed for the choosing of Delegates in Oonvention, (the
said Commissioners giving ten days' notice of the tilne and
place aforesaid,) for the purpose of uuilding tbereon a Court-
House and Prison for the said County; and shaH cause tne
said land to b~ laid out by the Surveyor of ~'tIontgomery
County, with good and sufficient boundaries, and a certifi-
cate thereof to be returned and recorded in the records of
the said County; and the said Commissioners, or the major
part of them,shall drawtheil'orderon the Sheriffof Mont-
gomery Couoty, to pay such sum as shall be agreed upon
for the said land, and the Sheriff is hereby directed and
required to pay the said order out of the money hereafter
mentioned to be coUected by him for that purpose; and
such payment for the land aforesaid shall iovest the Justices
of jJ;lontgomery'County and their successorswith an estate
in fee simple therein for the use of the said Ct>unty forever;
and if the said Commissioners, or the major part of them,
and the owner of the said land shall differ about 'the value
of the said land, in such case the Commissioners, 01'the
major part of them, shall be and they are hereby author-
ized and empowered to order tbe Sheriff of Jl:lontgomery
Couoty to summOntwelve freeholdersupon the said land,
who shall be empannelled and sworn as a Jpry , to inquire
the value of the said land; and the said Commissioners, or
the major part of them, shall draw their order upon the
Sheriff of Montgomery County to pay the said valuation;
and the said Sheriff is hereby directed to pay the_said order
out of the mon'ey hereafter mentioned to be by him col.
lected for that purpose; and upon his payment of tbe said
order, the fee simple in the said land shall be invested, as
aforesaid, in the Justices of Montgomery County, and their
successors, for the use of the said County forever.

Resolved, That the Justices of Washington and Mont-
gomery Counties, or the major.part of them, respectively, be
and they are hereby authorized to contract and agree for a
convenient place in each of the said Counties to hold the
Courts for the said Counties; and to contract and agree for
a convenient place in each of the said Counties for their
books, papers, and other records, and also for a fit building
for the custody of tbe prisoners; and the said Courts shall
be held, and records kept, at such places respectively, until
the Court-House and Prison for the said Counties respec-
tively shall be erected and built; and the charge and ex-
pense of such places shall be defrayed by the said Counties
respectively, and assessed with the publick and County levy.

Resolved, That the Justices of the said Counties respec~
tively shall be, and they are hereby, authorized and required
to assess and levy, on the taxable inhabitants of the said
Cout1ties respectively, witb the publick a.nd County levy, as
much money as will pay for the purchase or valuation of
the landaforesaid, together with the SherifFs salary of such
per centum as may be hereafter allowed for collection of
the same; which said sum shall be collected by the Sher-
iffs of tI}e said Counties respectiv'ely, from the inhabitants
of the said Counties respectively, in the same manner as
other publick and County levies may be by law hereafter col.
lected; and the said money, when collected, shall be paid
by tbe SherifF, to such person or persons as the Commis-
sioners aforesaid, or the n"lajor part of them, shaH order and
direct.

R.esolved, That the Justices of Washington County shall
be, and they are hereb)'., au thorized and required to, assess
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and levy, by three equal asses~ments, in the years seven-
teen hundred and seventy-seven, seventeen hundred and
seventy-eight, and seventeen hundced and seventy-nine,
with their publick and County levy, any sum not exceeding
thirteen hundred pounds, common money, in and upon the
inhabitants of Washington County, together witb the Sheriff's
salary of such a per centum as may be hereafter allowed for
collection of the same; which said sum, so to be assessed
and levied, sball be collected by the Sheriff of Washington
County from the inhabitants thereof, in the same manner as
other publick and County levies shall be hereafter by law
Gollected; and the said money, when collected, shall be
paid by the said Sheriff to the Commissioners of Washing-
ton County aforesaid, and shall be by them applied to-
wards building the Court-House and Prison in the said
COllnty. ,

Resolved, That the Justices of Montgomery County shall
be, and they are hereby, authorized and required to assess
and levy, with the publick and County levy, by three equal
assessments, in the years seventeen hundred and seventy-
seven, seventeen hundred and seventy-eight, and seventeen
hundred and seventy-nine, any sum not exceeding thirteen
hundred pounds common money, together with the Sheriff's
salary of such a per centum as may hereafter be allowed for
conecting the same; which said money, so to be assessed
and le"ied, shall be collected by the Sheriff of Montgomery
County, from the inhabitants of the said County,in the same
manner as other publick and County levies are by law col-
lected; which said money, when collected, shall be paid
by the said Sheriff to the Commissioners of Montgomery
County aforesaid, and applied by them towards building the
Court-House and Prison aforesaid for the said County.

Resolved, That the Commissioners of the said Counties
respectively, or the major paxt of them, shall be, and they
are hereby, authorized and required tu contract and agree
for the builsJing of the said Court-House and Prison on the
laod to be purchased as aforesaid.

Resolved, That all causes, pleas, process, and pleadings
which now are or shall I:Je depending in Frederick County

, C,ol1rt befare the .ht day of December next, shall and may
be prosecuted as effectually as they might have beeIJ had
these resolves never been made; and in case any deeds or
conveyances of land in Washington County or Montgomery
County have been, or shall be, before the division aforesaid,
acknowledged according to law in Frederick County, the
enrollmentand recordingthereof withinthe time limited by
law, either in the County Court of Frederick County, or in
the County Court of Washington or MontgomerY County,
shall be good and available, the division aforesaid notwith-
standing.

Resolved, That executions or other legal process upon
all judgments had and obtained, or to be had and obtained,
on actions already commenced, or to be commenced before
the 1st day of December next, in Frederick County Court,
against any inhabitant of Washington or MQntgQmery
County, be issued and enforced in the same manner as if
these resolves had not been made; which said writs shall
Be directed to the Sheriff of the said Counties respectiveiy;
and the said Sheriffs are hereby authorized and directed to
serve and return the same to Frederick CQunty Court, with
the body or bodies of the person or persons, if taken, against
whom such writ or writs shall issue for that purpose; and
during the attendance of the Sheriff of Washington or
Montgomery County, at Frederick County Court, he shall
have a power to confiQe in Frederick County Jail, if he
shall think it necessary, such persons as he shall have in
execution; but after his attendance shall be dispensed with
by the said Court, he shall then, in a reasonable time, rerilove
such persons as he shall have in execution to hisCountv
Jail, there to be kept till legally discharcred.

.

Thatthe publick and County levy no~ assessed or levied,
or to be levied and assessed, by the Justices of Frederick
County COUl1, at their Le~ Court for the present year,
shall and may be collectea and received by the Sheriff of
Frederick County, as well of the inhabitants of Frederick
as of Washington and ~lontgomery Counties aforesaid, and
collected, accounted for;and applied, in such manner as the
said publick and COllnty levy would have been collected
accounted for, and applied, had these reso]ves ne.ver bee~
made. .

Resolved, That the County Court of Washington, County

shall begin and be held yearly on the fourth Tuesdays of
those months in which other County Courts are held, and
shall have equal power and jurisdictionwith alJY County
Court in this State. - .'

_

Resolved, That the County Court of Montgomery. County
shall begin and be held yearly on the second Tuesdays of
those months in which other County Courts are held, and
shall have equal power and jurisdiction with any County
Court in this State.
, Mr. Ridgely has leave of absence till Tuesday next.

Conventior;r adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Saturday, September 7,1776.
Convention met. .AII Members present as on yesterday,

except MI'. Joseph Ennalls and Mr. Ridgely.
The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
Mr. Chamberlaine and Mr. Horsey appeared in the

House.

On motion of Mr. Fitzhugh, that the question .be put on
the following: -

Whereas, it has been the uniform rule and practiceof
former Conventionsof this State, to delegate membersto
General Congress /i'om their own body, being the repre:-
sentatives of the peop]e of this State; and as a departure
therefrom may introduce and intrude on this conlr;iJUnity men
unworthy of confidence into .the most important and highest
trusts, dangerous to the safety and. welfare of America,
especially at this critical conjuncture, That no person what-
sOever,except a Delegate of the peopJe in Convention, be
chosen or qualified to serve this State as a member of the
General Congress? .

The previous question was called for and put, whether the
above question be now put? Carried in the negative.

NEGATIVE.

Mr. Scnriver,
Beall,
Hughs,
Stull,
Schnebely,.
T. Smyth,
Chase,
H. Wilson,
Gilpin,
Ewing,
T. Ringgold,
W. Ringgold,
Earle,
J. Smith,
T. Wright,
Kent,

Mr. Barnes,
Hooe,
Dent,
Semmes,
Parnham,
Bowie,
Hall,
Sprigg,
Marbury,
Paca,
Canoll,
Wootton,
J. ""Vilson,
Bayly,
Sheredine,
Edelen,

Mr. Edmondsun,!
Gihson,
Chamberlain!!",
Goldsborough,
Murray,
John Ennalls,
Potter,
Mason,
Johnson,
Gust. Scott,
Geo. Scott,
Horsey,
Lowes,
ChaiIle,
Mitchell.

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Plater, Mr. WilIIiamg, Mr. Love,
Fitzhugh, Deye, Archer,
J. Mackall, Stevenson, Brevat'd,
Hammond, Bond, S. ""Vright.

Mr. Stevenson and Mr. T. Smyth have leave of absence
ti.1I Tuesday next, and Mr. W. Ringgold till ~londay next.

On motion of Mr. Paca, the question was put, That
Thomas Stone, Esq., be and he is hereby empowered to
represent this State in Congress, in as full and ample manner
as the Delegates here.tofqre appointed might or could do,
until the said Delega.tes or any two ,or more of th~1I1.shall
attend, or this Convention make further order therein? Car-
ried in the negative.

.. .

- NEGATIVE.

Mr. Barnes,
Plater,
Hooe,
Dent,
Semmes,
Parnham,
Fitzhugh,
J. Mackall,
Bowie,
Hall,

. Sprigg,

Mr. Marbury,
Hammond,. Wootton,
Bayly,
Willtams,
Sheredine,
Hughs,
Schriver,
Schnebely,
Deye,

Mr. J. Smith,
Chase,
Bond,
Love,
Archer, ..
Gilpin, "Brevard,
Kent, .
S. Wril(ht,
Edmondson.

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Paca, Mr. W. Ringgold,
Clirroll, Earle,
J. Wilson, T. Smyth,
Edelen, T. Wright,
Beall, Gibson,
Stull, Chamberlain e,
H. Wilson. Goldsborough,
Ewing, Murray,

.

T. Ringgold, John Ennalls,

On motion of Mr. Johnson,
Resolved, That a Committee b(Jappointed to preplre and

Mr. Potter,
Mason,
Johnson,
Gus. Scott,
Geo. Scott,
Horsey,
Lowes,
Chaille,
Mitc!iell.
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That a warrant issue to Captain Andrl;w Hines, of.
Fredf(rick County, to enroll a company of men for the
Flying-Camp service, on the same terms as the other
Militia, and that commissions issue to him and other proper
commissioned officers by the Council of Safety.

till Tuesday three o'clock in the That the President transmit copies of the. above to each,
- of the said Counties and Districts by express; and that

money be advanced by the Council of SafE'lYto such per-
son in each of the said Counties and Districts as they shall
think proper, to discharge the bounty, the month's pay, and
the purchase of arms, as above directed.

On motion, the question was put, That the Committees of
Observationfor the several Counties and Districts in this
State, and the several Committees of Correspondence,and
Committees for licensing suits, do continue to act with the
powers heretofore vested in them until tbe 1st day of De-
cember next?

Resolved in the affirmative.
AFFI&MATIVE.

Mr. Sheredine,
Edelen,
Schriver,
Beall,
Hughs,
Stull,
Schnebe1y,
Shepherd,
J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,
H. Wi1son,
Cove,
Gilpin,
Ewing,

report resolutions to prevent Non-Associators from endan-
gering the peace of this State.

AmI MI'. Johnson, Mr. Pornham, Mr. Chase, :Mr. Paca,
and Mr. Hooe, were elected by ballot a Committee for that
purpose.
- Convention adjourns
afternoon.

Tuesday, Reptember 10,1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on Saturday,
except Mr. Parnham, Mr. J. Mackall, Mr. Bowie, Mr.
Hall, Mr. Stevenson, Mr. T. Ringgold, Mr. W. Ringgold,
Mr. T. Smith, Mr. Gibson, Mr. Potter, and Mr. Mason.

The Proceedings of Saturday were read.
Mr. John Hall and Mr. Samuel Chase, Delegates re-

turned for Anne Arundel Cou,nty, appeared and took their
seals in the House. Mr. D. Smith, Mr. S'hepherd, and Mr.
B. ~Jackall, appeared in the House.

The Committee of Elections report to the Convention,
that by the Reiurn for Anne Arundel County it appears that
John Hall, Brice Thomas Beale Worthington, and Samuel
Chase, Esquires, are duly elected Delegates for said County.

The President laid before the Convention a Letter and
severa1 Resolutions from the hon'ourable the President of the
Congress, of the3d day of this instant, whichwere read; and
thereupon the Convention taking the same into consideration,

Resolved, That the CommandingOfficersof the several
Battalions of Militia in ,Prince George's, Frederick, Anne
Arundel, Baltimore, Harford, Cadl, Kent, Queen Anne's,
and Garoline CQunties, be requested to call their Batlalions
together as soon as possible, and that the Field-Officers of
the said Counties, respectively, seJect companies of volun-
teers as follows, to wit: Prince George's one, Frederick
three, that is, Qne in each District thereof, Anne Arundtl
two, Baltimore two, lIarford two, Cacil three, Kent two,
Queen Anne's two, and Caroline one; that each Company
c.oqsistof sixty-eight privates, four sergeants, four corporals,
one drummer, and one fifer, under the command of a Cap-
tain, two Lieutenants, and an Ensign.

That each Company be armed out of the arms belonging
to the Battalions of their Counties respectively, which shall
be appraised and borrowed, or paid for, at the ejection, of
the owner, by the CounciJ of Safety: Thllt if arms cannot'
be procured from the Militia, any of the Field-Officers may
impress and apptqise arms necessary to equip each Com-
pany, which shall be paid for by the Council of Safety.

That to encoyrage the immediate march of the Militia,
a bounty of three pounds and one month's pay be advanced
by the Council of Safety to each non-commissioned officer
and private.

That the Field~Omcers of each Battalion recommend the
Commissioned Officers for each Company to this Conven-
tion,' or in - their recess to the. Council of Safety, for their
approbation; which officers so to be'recommended shall be
made kno\vn to the Militia before their enrollment.

That the Cominittees'of Observation of any of the said
Counties or Districts, where there shall be no Field-Officers
to any Battalion therein, be required to carry the above
requisition into execution in their respective Counties and
Districts.

'
'

That the Convention, or in tbeir recess the Council of
Safety, form the said Companies of Volunteers into Battal-
ions, and appoint the field-Officers.

That the Council of Safety take every measure in their
power t? furnish a~d equip the said Companies with all
necessaries, to expedite and to prepare carriages and pro-
visions for their march.

That'the said Companies be enrolled until the first day
of December next, unless sooner discharged by CO\1lTress,
and receive Continental pay fJOm the day of enrollm:nt.

. That the Companies of Militia so to be raised be enroJled
in the Counties and Districts where thry are directed to be
raised a$ aforesaid, and not of inhabitants of other Counties
or Dish'icts.

That if any Company of Militia shall offer themselves,
they shall be allowed to go into the service under their
pr.esent offi~ers; or if the present office~ of any Company,
wIth a considerable number of their Company, offer to go .

an,d shall be able to fill up the number by enrollrnent of
others, such Company may march under such officers.

Mr. Barnes,
Plater,
Hooe,
Dent,
Semmes,
B. MackaJl,
Fitzhugh,
Sprigg,
Marbury,
S. Chase,
Paca,
Carroll,
J. Wilson,
Bayly,
Wilhams,

Mr. Ear]e,
T. Wright,
S. Wright,
Edmondson,
Chamberlaine,
Murray,
John EnnaJls,
Johp~on,
Gust. Scott,
Geo. Scott,
Horsey,
Lowes,
Chaille,
Mitchell.

NEGATIVE.
Mr.J.Hnll, Mr. Deye,

Hammond, Bond,
Wootton, D. Smith,

Mr. Chamberlaine brings in and delivers to MI'. President,
a Report from the Committee to whom the several Papers
relative to the conduct of Joseph Whcland, Jun., John EV(lns,
Robert Howith, and John Price, were referred; which was
read and ordered to lie on the tabJe.

A Petition from Job Greene, of Baltimore Town; a Peti-
tion from Thomas Deale, Sheriff of Anne Arundel County;
a Petition from a majority of Castle-Haven company of
Militia, in Dorchester County, against the conduct of their
Captain; and a Petition from several prisoners of war in
Frederick County Jail, praying to be removed to the log
Jail, were severally read and ordered to lie on the table.

MI'. Plater, from the Committee for that purpose aj)point-
ed, hrings in and delivers to Mr. President a Constitution
and form of Government for this State; which was read and
ordered to lie on the tab!e.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine'o'cJock.

Mr. Archer,
Brevard.

Wednesday, September 11, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday.
The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
Mr.. B. Hall, Mr. Gibson, MI'. Potter, Mr. T. Rin~-

gold, Mr. TV. Ringgold, Mr. T. Smith, and Mr. Bowze,
appeared in the House.
. On motioJl,tbe questionwas put, That the consideration
of the Declaraiionand Chartnr of Rights and form of Gov-
ernment for this State, be postponed tilllUol,day fortnight?
.Resolved in the affirmative.

AFFlHMATIVE.

Mr. J. Wilson,
Williams,
Sheredine,
Edelen,
Schriver,
Beall,
Hughs,
Stull,
Schnebe1y,
J. T. Chase,
T. Ring~ld,
W. Ringgold,
Earle,
T. Smith,

Mr. Barnes,
I'later,
Hooe,
Dent,
B. Mackall,
Fitzhugh,
B. Hall,
Sprigg,
Marbury,
Hammond,
J. Ha1l,
S. Chase,
Paca,
Carroll,
Wootton,

Mr. T. Wright,
S. Wright,
Edmondson,
Gibson,
Chamberlaine,
Goldsboro\!gh,
Murray,
John EnnaJls,
Potter,
Jqhnson,
Gust. Scott,
Geo. .Scott,
Horsey,
MitcheJl.

Mr. Bay1y,
Deye,
Shepberd,
J. Smith,
Bopd,

NEGATIVE.

Mr. H. "Vi1son,
Loye,
Archer,
Ewing,

Mr. D.Smith,
Brevard,
Lowes,
ChailJe.
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Mr. Fi!cher has leave of absence.,
Adjoumed till t.hree o'clock.

l~ost Meridiem. Convention met.

On m,otion, That the Deputies appointed to Congress,
and nolV attending this Convention, or any three of them,
immediately repair to Congress, and in conjunction with
Thomas Stone, Esq., represent this State in such manner
as is prescribed by the nomination and appointment hereto-
fore made? The previous question was called for and put,
whether the above question be now put? Resolved in the
affirmative.

Mr. Barnes,
Plater,
Hooe,
Dent,
Semmes,
B. Mackall,
B. HaJJ,
Sprigg,
Maroury,
J. HaJJ,
.s. Chase,
Paca,
Carroll,
Wootton,
J. Wilson,

. Bayly,
Sheredine,

AFFIRMATIVE.
Mr. Edelen,

Schriver,
Beall,
Stull,
Schnebely,
J. T. Chase,
H. Wilson,
Love,
Archer,
Ewing,
D. Smith,
Brevard,
T. Ringgold,
W. Ringgold,
Earle,
T. Smith,

Mr. T. Wright,
S. Wright,
Edmondson,
Gibson,
Chamberlaine,
Go]d sborough,
Murray,
John EmialIs,
Potter,
Johnson,

. Gust. Scott,
Geo. Scott,
HOI'sey,
Lowes,
Chaille,
Mitchell.

NEGATIVE

Mr. Fitzhugh, Mr. Williams,
BQwie, Deye,
Hammond, Shepherd,

t The main question was then put, and resolved in the
affirmative.

Mr. Shel'edine and Mr. Stull have leave of absence.
Mr. Ridgely and Mr. Stevel1sonappeared in the House.
The Field-Officers of the Severn Battalion recommend

to the Convention Elijah Robosson as Captain, Samuel
Barber as First Lieutenant, Vachel Gaither as Second Lieu;
tenant, and Nicholas-Worthington, Jun., as Ensign, who
have engaged to raise a fullCompany: Thereupon it. is
ordered, tlult.the Council of Safety issue w~rrants agreeable
to t.he said recommendation, and commissions upon making
up a fu!! Company; and t.he said Council of Safety are
hereby authorized to advance the bount.y money to said
Eliiah Robosson, he giving his receipt for the same.

On motion of Mr. Samuel Chase,
Resolved, That the Council of Safety be empowered to

contract for one thousand Pikes, not less than twelve feet
n len~th.

Mr. Goldsborough, Mr. Ewing, Mr. Lowes, Mr. Beall,
Mr. George Scott, and Mr. Williams, have leave of absence.

On motion of Mr. Hugh."
Resolved, That the qualificationof votersin Washington

County for the purpose of fixing on the most convenient
place for a Court-House and Prison in said County, be the
same as of voters for Representatives in this Convention.

On motion,Resolved, That the Reverend John Scott be
allowed another week from this day to settle his affairs, and
to'remove himself and family ~ Frederick County, under
the condition and restrictions of a former resolve upon this
subject.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Mr. J. Smith,
Bond.

Thursday, September 12,1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday,
except Mr. .Sheredine, Mr. Fischer, Mr. Beall, Mr. Stull,
and ].\'Jr.Hughs.

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
~fr. Parnham and Mr. Mason appeared in the House.
A Petition from William Hopper, Sheriff of Caroline

County, was read and ordered to lie on the table.
The Convention appointed Mr. George Cook Commander

of the ShijJ Defence, Mr. Henry Auchinleck First L
. .

ieuten-
ant, Mr. John Burnell Second Lieutenant, and Mr. James
Codray Master of the said Ship.

On motion, Resolved, That the Council of Safety be
empQwered to sell the Schooner Resolution, after removing
her military and other stores, and her sails, rigging, anchors,
and cables. '

Resolved, That no Merchant Vessel belonging to any
inhabitant of .this State, sail from this State without I,icense
from the Council of Safety, or the Comr!1itteeo( Observa-
tion for the County from which the vessel shall sail, and that.
no such license be granted before the Captain of such ves-
sel shaH make oath, or affirmation (if a Quaker,) as to the
contents of his cargo, and that he will use his best endea-
vours to prevent such cargo, and every part thereof, from
being landed in any part of the dominions of ttle King of
Grf:at Britain, or otherwise going into t~e hands of the
enemies of America; and further shall giv~ bond with good
security, that he will not land sllch cargo, or any part there-
of, in any port, island, or territory, subject to the King of
Great Britain, nor sell or dispose of the said cargo, or any
part thereof, to the enemies of Amerita; and the owners of
the cargo shall also make oath, or affirmation (if a QlJa~er,)
that the said cargo, and no part thereof, belongs to, or ISfor
the use or benefit of any inhahitant of Great Britat'n, Ire-

o land, or any of the dominions subject to the King of Great
Britain. '

Adjourned till three o'clock.

Post MeridieT/1,. Convention met, and took into conside.
ration 'the Report of the Committee on the conduct of.Joseph
Wheland, Jun., John Evans, Robert Howith, and John
Price; and the aforesaid Joseph Wheland ha\.jng admitted
the charge as reported against him,

Resolved, That the said Joseph Wheland be confined in the
log Jail in Frederick County until he make ample restitution
unto John White, of Dorchester County, for his Sloop, which
he caused to be destroyed, the value thereQf to beascer-
tained by the Committee of Observation for Dorchester
County, and give such securitya$ the Council of Saf~tyof
this State, or the Executive power for the time being, shall
judge necessary for his fUlliregood behaviour.

Resolved, That the aforesaid John Evans and John Prir:c
give bond with good security, each in the sum of fifty pounds,
current money, and that the aforesaid Robert Howith give
bond in the sum of twenty, pounds current money, payable
to the Honourable Matthew Tilghman, Esq., for tbeir fUllire
good behaviour, flndthatthey be committed to the Jail of
Anne Arundel County until they severally give the security
aforesaid; but after giving tbe same, that they be discharged.

On motion, Resolved, That the several Inspectors within
this State shall permit all Tobaccoes inspected by private
inspectors, according to contract priDrto the resolutions of this
Convention regulating the inspection of Tobacco, to be taken
out of the warehouses, without inspecting the same, or
making any charge against the proprietor of such Tobacco,
other than one shilling per hogshead for warehouse rent.

Mr. Gilpin and Mr. Brevard have leave of absence.
Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, ten o'clock.,

Friday, September 13, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday,
except Mr. Johnson, Mr. S. Chase, Mr. Paca, Mr. Wil-
liams, Mr. George Scott, and Mr. Lowf:s.

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
Mr. Jordan aodMr. Hughs appeared in the House.
On reading a second timt' the Petition from a majority of

Castle-Haven Company,
Ordered, That the same be referred to the Council of

Safety.
On reading a second time the Report from the' Commit-

tee to whom the Letter from the Secretary of the Board of
Wal' of the 6th of August last, was referred, .

.
Ordered, That the Clerk transmit to the Secretary of the

Board of War an accurate list of all the prisoners.of war in
this State, as reported by the Committee aforesaid.

The Petition from the Trustees of the Poor. of Freder-
ick County was read a second time and rejected.

Adjourned till three o'clock.

Post Meridiem. Convention met.
Resolved, That the Money levied on the inhabitants of

Baltimon County, and collected by the Sheriff thereof, for
the purpose of repaying the money appropriated by \vay of-
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.

10arT to the useof the said County for cJearingand opeiling
roads ,by act of Assembly, be applied in dischal:ge of the
County charges of those persons by whom the said money
was paid, ani! in sueh proportions as the same was by them.
respectivfJly paid, and that the said Sheriff cease to coJleet
tbe residue of the money levied for the purpose above re-
cited; and that the Jl,lstices of Baltimore County Court
forbear to Jevy any furthm' sum of money on the inhabitants
of the said County, accordingto the said act of Assembly,
for the purpose aforesaid, until the further orper of this
Convention or General Assembly of this State.

On motion of Mr. T. Ringgold, the question was put,
That the restriction laid on tbe price of Salt, by the re~
solve of Convention of the 6th of July last, and the bounty
given by the said resolve, be taken off, and that no fu!ure
limitations ought to be made by this or a futUreConvention,
or by any Committee of Observation of this State, on the
price of any Salt that ,rmy be importe~ int? this St~te on or
before the 1st day of JtIay next, any thmg 10 tbe said or any.
other resolve to the contrary notwithstanding? Resolved

. in the affirmative. . .
AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Hughs,
Schnebely,
Shepherd,
J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,
H. Wilson,
Love,
Archer,
Gilpin,
Ewing,
D. Smith,
Brevard,
T. Ringgold,
Earle,

NEGATIVE.

Mr. Wootton,
Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,

Mr. BarneJl,
:aooe,
Dent,
Semmes,

, Jordan,
B. Mackall,
B. HalJ,
Sprigg,
Marb\lry,
Carron,
J. Wilson,
Bayly,
Edelen,
Schriver,

Mr.T.Smith,
T. Wright,
Kent,
Edmondson,
Gibson, _

Chamber]aine,
Goldsborough,
Murray,
John Ennalls,
Potter,
Horsey,
Chaille,
Mitchell.

Mr. Bond,
W. Ringgold,
S. 'Vright,
Gus. Scott.

Mr. PIl\ter,
Parnham,
Fitzhugh,
Bowie,
J. Hall,.

Ordered, Ttiat the above Resolution be inse'rted in the
]t:[aryland Gazette and Baltimore Town papers four weeks
successively.

1\11'. GWitoV'US &ott brings in and delivers to 1\11'. Presi-
dent a Report from the Committee appointed to consider of

,c the disposition of Captures; which wasread and ordered to
lie on the table.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow mornin.g, nine o'clock.

Saturday, September 14, 1776.

Convention met. AU Member.,; present as on yesterday,
except Mr. Gilpin, Mr. Ewing, Mr. Brevard, Mr. T.
Wright, ~r. Kent, Mr. Goldsboroug~, and Mr. Marbury.

. The Proceedings of yesterday were read.

11 being represented to this Convention, that in the year
one thousand seven hundred and seventy three, an act of
Assembly passed, directing the Justices of Talbot County
to levy on tbe inhabitants of that Coltnty forty-five pounds
of tobacco per tax, to be paid at three annlla] payments,
for the purposes,of purchasing land and building a house
thereon for the reception of the poor of that County; that
in consequence thereof there was levied, at November Court,
seventeen hundred and seventy-four,Jhe quantity of fifteen
pounds of tobacco per poll, which has been collected and
paid into the hands of trustees appointed to ~arry the said
rtrt into exec~tion~ and there remains unexpended; that at
November Court, seventeen hundred and seventy five, the
further sum of fifteen pounds of tobacco was levied by
the Justices of the said County ,now to be collected by the
Sheriff, which cannot at this time be done withoUi. distress-
inlT the inhabitants thereof:
.oResolved therefore, That the Sheriff of Talbot County

shall forbear to collect any of the tobacco so levied on the
inhabitants of that County at November CO!Jrt, seventeen
hundred and seventy-five, and that the trustees appointed
for carrying the said act of Assembly into execution, are
hereby requested to pay all money or tobacco which they
may ba ve received or shall herl:'after receive in virtue of
the said act, into the hands of the trustees of the said
County, to be applied by them to the relief and support of
the poor of the said County. .

.

Mr... Hughs brings ~n and delivers to Mr. President the
followlOg Keport, to WIt: ,.

"
Your Committee to inquire into the expenditure of the

money appropriated for the building a log Jail in Frederick
County, beg leave to report, that one hundred and seventy-
nine pounds five shillings and two pence farthing has been.
expended on the same, as per account rendered to your
Committee; and that there remains in the hands of the
supervisors of the said building the .sllm of twenty pounds
fourteen shillings and nine pence three farthings. That the
log Jail is completed agreeable to the direction of a resolve
in December last, all to three stoves. Y ourCommiJtee are
of opinion that the said log Jail is by no means proper for
the receptioo of prisoners of war, having no yard or other
necessary convenience. All which is submitted to the hon-
ourable House.

(, Signed by order of theCommittee,

"
JOHN JOHNSON, Clerk."

Which was read and ordered to lie on the table.
Convention adjourns till Monday morning, nine o'clock.

Monday, September 16,1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on Saturday,
except Mr. Hughs.

The Proceedingsof Saturday were read. .

Mr. Worthington, Mr. Bruff, Mr. J. Mackall, and Mr.
Fenwick, appeared in the House.

Agreeab]e to the order of the day,the Convention took
into consideration the Report relative to the conduct of Isaac
Costin; and after hearing the evidence produced, as well
against as in behalf of the said Isaac Costin, were of opinion,
that he hath shewed himself inimical to the cause of Ameri-
can freedom; thererore Resolved, That the saip Isaac Costin
enter into bond with good security to the President of this
Convention, in the penalty of two hundred pounds, common
money, for his futUre good behaviour, and thereupon be
discharged on paying the charges of his prosecution.

Mr. Hooe and Mr. Semmes have leave orabsence.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Tuesday, September17, 1776.
Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday,

except Mr. Hooe, Mr. Semmes, and Mr. Worthington.
The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
Mr. Clwmberlaine bas leave of absence.
On motion, Resolved, That three persons be a~ded to

the Committee appointedto examine and report the state
of the Accounts and Proceedings of the Commissioners of
the Loan Office; and Mr. T. Ringgold, Mr. J. Smith, and
Mr. Worthington, were elected by ballot ~o be of the said
Committee.

On motion of Mr. Fitzhugh, That the question be put
on th~ following:

As the establishing a Bill of Rights and the formation of
a new Government on the authority of the people only, are
matters of the utmost importance to the good people of this
State, and their posterity; and as the Bill of Rights and
form of Government reported to this Convention by the
Committee chosen for that purpose,have QeenreferredJor
consideration to Jt[ollday, tbe 30th instant, occasioned by
the necessary attendance in Congress of several of the I'epre-
sentatives of the people; in order therefore that the fuIlest
consideration may be had thereon, .

Resolved, That the said Bill of Right" and form of
Government be immediately printed for the consideration
of the people at large, and that twelve, copies thereof be
sent without delay to each County in this State.

.'
The previous question was called for by Mr. Gustavus

&ott, and put, whether the above question be now put?
Resolved in the affirmative.

AFFJRMATIVE.
Mr. Schriver,

Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,
Shepherd,
Bond,
H. Wilson,
Love,
Archer,

Mr. F~nwkk;
B. Mackan,
Fitzhu"'h,
J. MackaIJ,
Bowie,
B.Hall,

<Marbl1ry,
Hammond,
J.Hall,

Mr. W. Ringgold,
S. Wright,
Bruff,
Edmondson,
Gibson,
Potter,
Mason,
Chaille,
Mitchell.
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Mr. Barnes,
Plater,
Dent,
Parnham,
Sprigg,
CarroU,
Wootton,

The main
affirmative.
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NEGATJVE.
Mr,J. Wilson,

Bayly,
Edelen,
J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,
T. Ringgold,

Mr. Earle,
T. Smyth,
Murray,
John Ennalls,
Qust. Scott,
Horsey.
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On motion, Ordered, That the Council of Safety be di-
rected to discharge Henry Green, of Captain Gunby's Com-
pany, and one f!,obinson, of the Flying-Camp, who are sick
at Philadelphia;

Convention adjourns tiJl Monday, the 30th instant, and
from thence from day to day tiJl

question was then put, and resolved in the

Mr. Barnes,
Plater,
Dent,
Parnham,
Sprigg,
Carroll,

Mr. Fitzhugh brings in and delivers to Mr. President, a
Report from the Committee appointed to take into theircon-:
sideratioo the Resolution of Congress of the 17th of Au-
gust last, and rep01't their opinion thereon; which was read
and ordered to lie on the table.

The Convention proceeded to the choice of a member of
the Council of Safety, in the room of Thomas Bedingfield
Hands, Esquire, who had resigned his seat as a Member of
that Board; and Nichplas Thomas, Esquire, was elected.

On motion, Resolved, That the Council of Safety be
requested to take the tlecessary steps to provide Paper for
printing a furtHersum of money for the use of this State.

On motion of Mr. Parnham, That the House be ad-
journed to the 30th instant, and all the Members absent as
well as present requested to give punctual attendance on
that day, and that no itinerant charges for going and return-
ing be allowed to any of the Members, -.

It was moved that the question, consisting of two parts, be
separated; upon which the question was put, That the same
be divided into two questions? Resolved in the affirmative.

AFFIRMATJVE.

Mr. Wootton,
J. WiJson,
Bayly,
J.SfI\ith,
Chase,
Archer,
T. RinggoJd,
W. Ringgo]d,

NEGATIVE.

Mr. Dent, Mr. Edelen, Mr. Love,
Parnham, Schriver, Edmondson,
B. Mackall, Ridgely, Gibson,
Fitzhugh, Deye, Murray,
J. Mackall, Stevenson, John Ennalls,
Bowie, Shepherd, Potter,
B. Hall, Bond, Chaille.
Sprigg; H. Wilson, .

The question was then put, That the House be adjourned
to the 30th instant, and all the Members absent as well
as present requested to give punctual attendance on that
day? Resolvedin the affirmative.

Mr. Fenwick,
B. Mackall,
Fitzpugh,
J. MackalJ,
Bowie,
B.Hall;

00 Marbury,
Hammond,
J. Hall,
J. Wilson,

Mr. Barnes,
Fenwick,
Plater,
Jordan,
Marbury,
Hammond,
J. HalJ,
Carroll,

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Bayly,
Schriver,
Ridgely;
Deye,
Stevenson,
Shepherd,
Bond,
H. Wilson,
Love,
Archer,

NEGATIVE.

Mr. Wootton,
Ede]en,
J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,
T. Ringgotd,

Mr.W. Ri~ggoJd,
S. "Wnght,
Bruff,
Edmondson,
Gibson,
John EnnalJs,
Potter,
Mason,
ChaiJ1e,
Mitchell.

Mr. Earle,
T. Smyth,
Murray,
Gust. Scott,
Horsey.

Mr. Earle,
T. Smyth,
S. Wnght,
Bruff,
Magan,
Gust. Scott,
Horsey,
Mitchell.

Wednesday, October 2, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on Tuesday,
the 17th of September last, except Mr. Jordan, Mr. B.
Mackall, Mr. B. Hall, Mr. Wootton, Mr. Schnebely, Mr.
Ridgely, Mr. D. Smith, Mr. Earle, Mr. Murray, Mr.
Ma~on, and Mr. Chaille.

Mr. Worthington, Mr. S. Cha.se, Mr. Paca, lVIr. Wil-
liams, Mr. Fischer, Mr. Sheredine, Mr. Beall, Mr. Gilpin,
Mr. Ewing, Mr. Brevard; Mr. T. Wright, Mr. Kent, Mr.
Joseph Ennalls, and Mr. Dickinson, appeared in the House.

A Petition from Thomas Grey, of Battle Creek, in Calvert
County, was read and ordered to lie on the table.

The order of the day, for taking into consideration the
Declaration and Charter of Rights, and form of Government
for this State, being read,

Ordered, Tbat the same be referred for consideration till
to-morrow.

Convention adjourns tjIJ to-motl'Owmorning, nine o'clock.

Thursday, October 3,1776.

Convention met. AJI Me-mberspresent as on yesterday.
The Proceedings of yes~rday were read.

. 1\1r.B. Hall,M~ Ridgely, Mr. Mason, Mr. Ge~rge
Scott, Mr. Lowes, Mr. Chaille, and Mr. Bishop, appeared
in the House.

.

On motion, Ordered, That William Bartlett Townsend
be discharged from confinement, on giving security for his
appearance before this Convention ,when called on.

Ordered, That Colon~] Smallwood and General Beall
immediately, and so monthly thereafter, make Returns to
tbis Convention, or in their recess to tbe Council of Safety,
of the number of forces under their command respectively,
and of their state and condition.

Resolved, That tbe President be requested immediately
to transmita copy of the above to Colonel Smallwoodand
General Beall, respectivel].

CaptaIn John Watkins, of the Third Independent Com~
pany of Regulars, resigned his commission, which was
accepted by tbe Convention.

Mr. Solomon Long was appointed Captain of tbe said
Company; Mr. Ely Dorsey, First Lieutenant; and Mr.
Dixon Quinton, Second Lieutenant.

Adjourned till tbree o'clock.

Post j}feridiem. Convention met.

A Memorial from Captain Abj'aham Boyd, of Prince
George's County, was read, and ordered to lie on the table.

On motion of Mr. Fitzhugh,
Resolved, Tha,t every Company of Militia in tbis State be

exercised only once a fortnight, <;lndthat every Battalion of
Militia be exercised in Battalion at such times and places as

AFFIRMATIVE. the Field-Officers of the Battalism shall appoint, not oftener
Mr. Ede]en, Mr. Edmondson, than once in every two months, nor seldomer than once in

~i~~~~,' ~~:'~:YI every three montbs, the day of exercise in Battalion being
Deye, John EnnaJls, accounted as the day of exercise for that fortnight, any
Stevenson, Potter, former resolve of Convention to the contrary notwithstand-Shepherd, Mason,
Rond, Chaille. mg. .
r~v~ilson,

~~~~~~~~tt, A Petition from Robert Cowel(and Nicholas Reilly, set-
Archer, Horsey. ting forth that they had, on the ~5th day of September last,

NEGATIVE. been convicted of felony and received sentence of -death

Mr. Barnes, Mr. CarroU, Mr. W. Ringgold, ~e(ore Baltim(!
l
re County Court, an

d
d praying this Co,:ven-

Plater, Wootton, l<:ar1e, Hon to grant t 1em pardon, was rea, and ordered to he on
Jordan, _ J. Wilson, T. Smyth, the table.
Marbury, J. Smith, So WrIght, . .

fM ~
'h d

.
h

. THammond, J. T. Chase, Bruff. On motion 0 1'.jJ, ere me, t e questIOnwas put, hat
J. Hall, T. Ringgold, this Convention on to-morrow morninG'resolve itself into a

On motion of Mr. J, T. Chase,. Committee of the Whole, to take i~to consideration the
~esolvcd unanimously, That no itinerant charges for going Declaration and Charter of Rights, and form of Government

and returning be allowed any of the Members. for this State? Resolved in the affirmative.
FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. III. 8

Mr. Fenwick,
Dent,
Parnham,
B. Mackal],
Fitzhugh,
J. Mackall,
Bowie,
B. Hall,
Sprigg,
Bayly,
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Mr. Dent,
Parnnam,
Fitzhugh,
J.MackaIl,
Sowie,
B.Hall,
Sprigg,
Hammond,
J. Wilson,

MARYLAND CONV~NTION, OCTOBER 5, 1776.,
. . ...

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Williams,
Fischer,
Sheredine,
Edelen,
Schriver,
BeaU,
Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,

Mr. J. Smith,
J.T.Ch1!se,
Bond,
H. Wilson,
Love,
Archer,
Ewing,
Brevard,
John Ennalls.
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ington, and Mr. T. Ringgold,
Committee for that purpose.

Adjourned till three o'clock.

were elected by ballot a

Post Meridiem. Convention met. Mr. D. Smith and
Mr. Grahame appeared in the House.

On motionof Mr. S. Chase;
Resolved, That the Council of Safety be empowered to

import at the expense and risk of this State, as speedily as
possible, Blankets and other coarse Woollens and Linens
proper for Soldiers' Clothing, Duck proper for Tents, Tin
for Camp-Kettles, Medicine, aHd other necessaries for sup-
plying the Troops raised or to be raised by this State, and a
quantity of Sail Duck, to the amount in the whole of twenty-
five thousand pounds, current money; five thousand stand
of Arms, five thousand good Gun-locks, six brass Field- .

pieces of four pounders, four six and four eight ineh How,\
itzers, twenty tons Powder, and forty tons of Lead. That
for this purpose they export, at the risk of this State, To-
bacco, Wheat, Flour, or other commodities of the growth
thereof, and draw on either of the Treasurers to defray the
expense thereof, for any sum not exceeding sixty-five thou-
sand pounds, current money.

The President laid before the Convention a Letter from
the HonOllrable the President of Congress of the 24th, and
several Resolutions of CO!lgressof the 16th, 18th, and 19th,
of September last, which were read: and thereupon

ResQlved, That a Committee be appointed to take the
said Letter and R,esolutionsinto their consideration and report
their opinion thereon.

"And Mr. S. Chase, Mr. Paca, Mr.J. Hall, Mr. Carroll,
. Mr. Plater, Mr. Fitzhugh, and Mr.' Gustavus Scott, were

elected by ballot a Committee for that purpose.

On motion, Ordered, That the L;tter fi'Omthe President
of Congress, of the second of this iostant, be taken into con.
sideration to-morrow morning.

Mr. Paca brings in and deliverS to Mr. President a ReBort
from tbe Committee to whom the several Papers and Depo-
sitions relative tQ the conduct of William Bartlett Toumsend
were referred; which was read.

Ordered, That the same' be taken into consideration on
Tuesday, the 15th instaot.

Convention adjourns till to-mOl;row morning, oine o'clock.

NEGATIVE.

Mr. Barnes, Mr. T. RinggoJd,
Fenwick, W. Ringgold,
Plater, T. Smyth,
Worthington, T. Wright,
S. Chase, Kent,
Paca, Bruff,
Carroll, Edmondson,
Bayly, Gibson,
Gilpin, Joseph Ennalls,

Convention adjourns till to-morroW morning, nine o'clock.

Mr. Potter,
Dickinson,
Gust. Scott,
Geo. Scott,
Horsey,
Lowes,
Bishop,
Mitchell.

Friday, October 4, 1775.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday.
The Proceedings of yesterday were read.

.

On motion of Mr. Bond, the question was put, That the
Journals and Proceedings of this Convention, fromthe meet-
ing thereof until this day, be immediately printed, and that
two copies be delivered to every Member of this House;
and that for the future the Journals and Proceedings of the
Convention shall be printed weekly and delivered as afore-
said? Carried in the negative. '

NEGATIVE.

Mr. Sheredinel1'
Edelen,
Beall,
J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,
Gilpin,
T. Ringgold,
W, Ringgold,
T. Smyth,
T. Wright,
Bruff,
John Ennalls,

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Barnes,
Plater,
Dent,
P~rnham,
B. Hall,
Sprigg,
Worthington,
S. Chase,
Paca,
Carroll,
Bayly,
Fischer,

Mr. Joseph EnnalTs,
Potter,
Mason,
Dickinson,
Gust. Scott,
Geo. Scott,
Horsey,
Lowes,
Chaille,
Bishop,
Mitchell.

Mr. Fit~hugh, Mr. Deye, ' Mr. Archer,
J. Mackall, Stevenson, Ewing,
Hammond, Shepherd, Brevard,
J. WiJson, Bond, Kent,
'Williams, H.Wilson, Edmondson,
Schriver, Love, Gibson.
Ridgely,

'

.It appearing to this House thatRobert Browne, the pro- Saturday,October5,1776.
prIetoI' of the warehouse on the land of the late Charles C 1" tAll M b t t d
Brown, on Wye River, in Queen Anne's County, hath T~nvpn Ion ;e.

f t
e; ers presen

d
as on yes er ay.

relused to let the said warehoupe for the purpose of carrying e r~cee ,mgs 0 yes er ay were rea.

into etecution a resolve of this House of the 6th of Septem- On motIon of Mr. Bond, ..
ber last

.

Resolved, That the JQurnal and Proceedmgs of this
Res;lved, That the Inspector immediately take possession Co~venti~n, fi'omt.he meeting thereof unti! the adjo~rnment,

of the said warehouse for the purpose aforesaid, and the be Immediately prm!ed, and that two copies be dehvered to
Committee of Observation of said County are hereby re- every Member of this House.
quired, if it should be necessary, to be aiding and assisting in On motion of Mr. Paca,
enforcing this resolution, and for that purpose to call in the Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to revise and
force of the County, or any part thereof. correctthe Proceedings for the press.

Resolved, That the inhabitants of this State may dis- And Mr. Fitzhugh, ~r. Bond, and Mr. Deye, were
charge their Publick Dues, Deputy Commissaries' and At- elected by ballot a Committee for that purpose.
torneys' fees, in inspected Tobacco, in the same manner On motion of Mr. T. Ringgold,
they might have done before the 10th day of June last, by. Resolved, That the CQuncil of Safety fit and load the
acts of Assembly, and that the several Sheriffs shall be Schooner Resolution, and send her out on a voyage to sea at
obligedto rece.ivetbe same until the 20th day of November the expense and riskof this S\ate, the former order of this
next, or until the further order of this Convention, and the Convention to the contrary notwithstanding.
said Deputy. Commissaries a~d Attorneys, and all ~ersons Mr. Ridgely, from the Committe~ appointed to receive
who. are ()'ntItl~dto any publIck dues, are .her~by oblIged to proposals relating to the establishment of ManufactPries, and
rec~lve the sal~ Tobacco from the SherIffs In payment of report their opinion thereon, brings in and delivers to Mr.
theIr severalclaims. Presidenta RC[Jorton the Petition of Jacob JJ:Iyers,of Fred-

The order of the day,.that the Convention will resolve erick County; ~hich was read, apd thereupon the Conven-
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into considera- tion taking the same into consideration,
tion the Declaration and Charter of Rights, and .form of Resolved, That the sum of three hundred poundsbe ad-
Government for this State, being read, the same was referred vanced out of the publick Treasury to the said Jacob Myers,
till Tuesday next. he givingbondwithgoodsecurityto repay the samein Wire

On motionof 1\11'Samuel Chase manufactured by him, in the following payments, to wit:
Resolved, That ~ Committee be'appointed to prepare a one, hundred .a?d fifty pounds th~reof in Septem?er next,

scheme for the emission of Bills of Credit for the defence of and the remall1lllg one hundred and fifty pounds In March
this State, and such other purposes as shall be directed by th~n next following, at such prices as the Convention sball
the Convention or the Legislature of this State, and Mr. S. thmk proper to set on the same.
Chase, Mr. Paca, Mr. Carroll,Mr. J. Hall, Mi. Worth- The order of the day, for taking into considerationthe
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Letter ii'om the President of the Congress of the 2d of this
instant, being read, the same was referred till Wednesday, the
6th of November next.

Convention adjourns till Monday morning, nine o'clock.

Monday, October 7,1776.

Convention met. AJI Members present as on Saturday.
The Proceedings of Sa,turday were read. Mr. Johnson

and Mr. Stull appeared in the House.
The Convention appointed Norman Bruce Colonel, Wil-

liam Blair Lieutenant-Colonel, William Shields First Major,
Samuel Shaw Second Major, and Joseph ~tl'Killip Quar-
termaster, of the Thirty-Fifth Battalion of Militia of this
State.

On motion of Mr. T. Wright,
Resolved, That Mr. Johnson be added to the Committee

appointed to consider of the Letter and Resolutions of Con-
gress of the 16th, 18th, and 19th of September last.

.

Adjourned till three o'clock.

Post ltleridiem. Convention met. Mr. w';otton ap-
peared in the House.

.

A. Petition from Thomas Scott, now confined in Frulerick
County Jail, under sentence of death for murder, praying to
be reprieved; a Petition from John Drury, Senior, John
Drury, Jun., GeorO"eBrewer, Francis Drury, William Car-
penter, Ignatius Moore, and.Nicholas Moore, praying repar-
ation of the loss they sustained by being driven from their
habitations on St. George's Island by the British fleet under
the command of Lord Dunmore; and a Petition from Roger.
Jones and John Jones, of Dorchester County, setting forth
that they were possessed of two negro men slaves, to wit:
Roger Jones of a negro man slave named Kit, and John
Jones of a negro man slave named Robin; that th~ said negro
men slaves were indicted before the last Dorchester County
August Court, for the murder of a certain John Woolford,
late of the same County, and thereof were convict; and also
that the said negroKit was at the samecourt indi~tedand,

found guilty of feloniously stealing a certain schooner vessel,
and recommending the aforesaid negroes Robin and Kit to
the clemency and mercy of this House,-were severally read
and ordered to lie on the table.

The Convention proceeded to elect a Judge of the Court
of Admiralty, in the room of John Hall, Esq., who resigned
that office; and John Rogers, Esq., was elected.

On motion of Mr. Fitzhugh,
.

Resolved, That it be recommended to \oheCommittee of
Talbot County to deliver four pfecesof CanpQn, the property
of Willidrn Molfeson, and lent them by Captain Nichols, to
Mr. Thomas Contee, attorney in fact of the said William
Molleson.

.

On motion of Mr. Bond, the question was put on the
following: ,

"Whereas, by a resolution of the 10th ,of September last,
the several Committees of this State are continued to aci

. with powers heretofore vested in them.until the 1st day of
December next, and as the said resolve cannot be fully com-

.plied with, O
.

ccasiooed by the resignation of several mem-
bers of the said Committees: therefore,

"Resolt'ed, That Committees of Qbservation and Licens-,
ing Suits be chosen as directed by resolves of Convention of
the 26th of July, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-
five, and continued for one year, or until superseded by the
future regulations of this State;"

And carried in the' negative.
NEGATIVE. .

Mr. Edelen,
Schriver,
Beall,
Stull,
J. Smith,
Gilpin,
D. Smith,
T. Ringgold,
W. Ringgold,
T. Wright,
S. Wright,

AFFIJ~MATIVE.
)\Ir. Wootton,

Bar.ly,
WlIhams,

Mr. Plater,
Dent,
Parnham,
Grahame,
Bowie,.
B.Hall,
Sprigg,
S. Chase,
Paea,
J. Wilson,
Sheredine,

Mr. Edmondson,
John Ennalls,

. Potter,
Mason,
Dickinson,
Johnson,
Geo. Scott,
Horsey,
Lowes,
Mitchell.

Mr. Fitzhugh,
.

J. Mackall,
Hammond,

Mr. Fischer,
Ridgely,
Deye,

lIS
Mr. Stevenson, Mr. Archer,

Shepherd, Ewing,
Bond, Brevard,
H. Wilson, Kent,

Convention adjourns till to. morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Mr, Bruff,
Gibson,
Bishop.

Tuesday, October 8, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday.
The Proceedingsof yesterday were read.

. .

Mr. Hooe appeared in the House.
A Petition from a majorityof Captain Richard Chew's

Company of Militia, of Colonel John Weems's Battalion,
against their Captain, was read, and ordered to lie on the
table.

On motion of Mr. Fitzhugh, the question was' put On the
following: .

"As delegating Members to the General Congress who
are not representatives of the people of this State, is erect-
ing or constituting II power inconsistent with, and dangerous
to, the rights and liberties of the good people of this State,

"Besolved, That no person whatsoever, except a Dele-
gate of the people in Convention, be chosen or CJualifiedto
serve in this State as a Member of the General Congress;"

And carried in the negative.
NEGATIVE.

Mr. Sheredine,
Edelen,
Schriver,
Beall,
Stull,
J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,
Gilpin,
Ewing,
D. Smith,
T. Ringgold,
W. Ringgold,
T, Smyth,
T: Wright,
Kent,
Bruff,

Mr. Barnes,
Fenwick,
Plater,
Hooe,
Dent,
Parnham,
B. HaJl,
Sprigg,
J. Hall,
Worthington,
S. Chase,
Paca,
Carroll,
J. Wilson,
Bayly,
Fischer,

Mr. Grahame,
Fitzhugh,
J. Mackall,
Bowie,
Hammond,
Wootton,

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Williams,
Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,
Shepherd,
Bond,

Mr. Edmondson,
Gibson,
Chamberlaine,.
John Ennalls,
J os. Enntllls,
Potter,
Mason,
Dickinson,
Johnson,
Gust. Scott,
Geo. Scott,
Horsey,
Lowes, .
ChailJe,
Bishop,
Mitchell.

Mr. H. Wilson,
Love,
Archer,
Brevard,
S. Wright.

On motion of Mr. II. Wilson, That the Deputies from
this State to the Continental Congress be each allowed the
sum of ten pounds, common money, aod no more, per week,
during their attendance in Congress? An amendment was
proposed to insert twelve pounds ten shillin~s, instead of ten
pounds; on which amendment the questIon was put, and
resolved in the affirmative.

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. S. Chase,
Paca,
Carroll,

.J. Wilson,
Bayly,
Fischer,
Sheredine,
Edelen;
Beall,
Stull,
J. T. Chase,

Mr. Barnes,
Fenwick,
Plater,
Dent,
Grahame,
Fitzhugh,
J. Mackall,
Bowie,
Sprigg,
J. Hall,
Worthington,

NEGATIVE.

Mr. Bond,
H. Wilson,
Love,
Archer,
D. Smith,
T. Ringgold,
W. Ringgold,
Edmondson,
Gibson,

Mr. Gilpin,
Ewing,
Brevard,
T. Wright,
Kent,
S, Wright,
Bruff,
Pot~er ,
Mason,
Dickinson,
Lowes.

Mr. Hooe,
B.Hall,
Hammond,
Wootton,
Williams,
Schriver,
Ridgely,
Deye,'
Stevenson,
Shepherd,

'Die question was then put, That the Deputies from this
Staffi"to the Continental Congress be each allowed the sum
of twelve pounds ten shiIlings, comJ;[lon money, per week,
and no mpre, from the time they leave home until their
return? And resolved in the affirmative.

On motion of Mr. T. Ringgold, the question was put,
That the Members of ,the present and future Conventions
of this State Qe allowed ten shiIlings per day for their
attendance, besides the usual itinerant charges, any resolve
of a former Conve'ntion to the contrary notwithstandiog.

'*'

Mr. Charnberlaine,
John Ennalls,
Jo~. Ennalls,
Gust. Scott,
Geo. S"cott,
Hor~ey,
Chaille,
Bishop,
Mitchell.
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Mr. Hooe,
Bowie,
B. Han,
Sprigg,
Hammond,
Worthington,
Wootton,
J. 'Vilson,

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Barly,
WIlliams,
Sheredine,
Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,
Bond,
H. 'Vilson,

NEGATIVE.

Mr. Schriver,
Beall,
Stull,
Shepherd,
J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,
Gilpin,
Brevard,
T. Smyth,
T. Wright,
Kent,
S. Wright,
Bruff,

Mr. Love,
Archer,
Ewing,
D. Smith,
T. Ringgold,
W. Ringgold,
Gibson,
John Ennalls.

Mr. Edmondson,
Chamberlaine,
J os. EnnaJls,
Potter,
Mason,
Dickinson,
Johnson,
Geo. Scott,
Horsey,
Lowes,
ChaiJle,
Bishop,
Mitchell.

Counties laid off and marked by the Surveyor of Frederick
County, at least ten days before the election for fixing on
the place for building a Court-House and Prison for said
County; and that thp qualification of voters for the purpose
of fixing on the most convenient place for a Court-House
and Prison in the said County, be the same as of voters for
Representatives in this Convention.

Mr. Murray appeared in the Houst;J.
.

Ordered, That no person who has refusfJd or neglected
to subscribe thfJ Association (unless from religious principles)
be permitted to come within the doors of this House during
the sitting of the Convention.

The Convt;Jntion took into consideration the Report from
the Committee appointed to consider of the Letter and
Resolutions of Congress of the 16th, 18th" and 19th of
8el!tember last, and thereupon came to the following Reso-
lutlons:
. Resolved,That the eightBattalionsrequiredby ConO"ress
to be raised by this State, exceeds its just quota, being, as
they presume, founded on a calculation of white and black
inhabitants of both sexes and of all ages, whereas the quotas
of men t~ be raised by the several States, ought to be in
proportion to the number of white inhabitants only in each
State respectively.

That this State ought not to comply with the proposed
terms of granting lands to the officers and soldiers, because
there are no lands behmging solely and exclusively to this
State; the purchase. of lands might eventually involve this
State in an expense exceedint its abilities, and an engage-
ment by this State to defray the expense of purchasing land,
according to its number of souls, would be unequal and
unjust.

That this State, desirous of exerting the most strenuous
efforts to support the liberties and independence of the
United States, will therefore use its utmost endeavours to
raise the eight Battalions requirfJd (including the troops
already rai~ed and in the service of the United States) as
soon as possible.

That for this purpose this State will give a' bounty of ten
dollars to each non-commissioned officer and soldier who
will inlist in the service of the United StatelJ for the war, in
lieu of the hundred acres of land offered to them by Con-
gress.

That four Commissioners be appointed to repair to the
camps in the Jerseys and New- York, and there obtain a
list of such of the officers in the Regular Troops and Fly-
ing-Camp from this State, now in the service of the United
States, as are willing to engage in the service during the
war; and also mlist or cauie to be inlisted all or every of
the said Regular Troops or Flying-Camp Militia in the
service of the United States during the war, continuing the
regular battalion and forming the independent companies
into a battalion, and filling both up according to the Conti-
nental establishment; and also forming such of the Flying-
Camp Militia as shall inlist as aforesaid, into battalions; and
the said Commissioners, or any three of them, -may a!sofill
up such of the blank commissions sent to this Convention
by Congress, as may be immediately necessary for the
officering of the said corps ; but in filling up the said com-
missions they are required not to introduce into the corps of
the now Regulars, any officer other than such as are of

_those Regulars, nor in~o the corps which may be formed of
the Flying-Camp Militia, any officer not now an officer in
the said Regulars or F]ying-Camp; and the Commissioners
are also required to leave some of the offices vacant, that
cadets of merit may be provided for; which list of the offi-
cers so to be obtained, as well as a list of the appointments
which shall be made.as aforesaid, the said Commissioners
shall return to this Convention, or in their recess, to the
Council of Safety. That the Commissioners exert their
utmost endeavours to procure the inlistment of the Regular
Troops and Militia from this State in the Continental ser-
,vice, and make report of the state and condition of the
forces from this State now in camp.

That the Commissioners be furnished with money suf-
ficient to advance the bounty of ten dollars as aforesaid.

That the Council of Safety, in the recess of Convention,
be empowered to issue warrants for the inlistment of such
number of Non-Commissioned Officers and' Privates, and
als6 to appoint and commission such Field and Commission

Mr. Barnes,
Fenwick,
Plater,
Dent,
Parnham,
Grahame,
Fitzhugh,
J. Mackall,
J. Hall,
S. Chase,
Paca,
Carroll,
Fischer,
Edelen,

The order of the day, that the Convention will resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into consid-
eration the Declaration and Charter of Ricrhts and form of
Government for this State, being read, the s~me was referred
till to-morrow.

Mr. T. Ringgold brings in and delivers to Mr. Presi-
dent a Report from the Committee appointed to prepare a
scheme for the emission of Bills of Credit for the defence of
this State, and such other purposes as shaH be directed by
the Convention or Legislature of this State; and Mr. S.
Chase brings in and delivers to l\Ir: President a Report from
the Committee to whom were referred the Letter and
Resolutions of Congress of the 16th, 18th, and 19th of
September last; which were read and ordered to lie on the
table.

Adjourned till three o'clock.,

Post Meridiem. Convention met. Mr. Hughs appeared
in the House.

On motion of Mr. Bond, That a Committee of Observa-
tion and Licensing Suits for Harford County be chosen as
directed by a resolve of Convention in July, onE!thousand
seven hundred and seventy-five, and that Messrs. Amos
Garret, Thomas Johnson, and Thomas Bond, Jl!n., or any
two of them, be judges of the said election, and that the
said election be held at the Court-House of the said County
on the 26th day of this instant; the said Committees to con-
tinue until the first day of December next, or until super-
seded by future regulations of this State? The previous
question was called for and put, whether the above question
be now put? Carried in the negative.

AFFIRl\IATIVE.

Mr. Deye,
Stevenson,
Shepherd,
Bond,
H. Wilson, .
Love,

.

Archer,
Ewing,

Mr. Grahame,
Fitzhugh,
J. MackaJJ,
Hammond,
J. HaJJ,
Paca,
Wootton,
WiIJiams,
Ridgely,

NEGATIVE.
Mr. Sheredine,

Edelen,
Schri ver,
Beall,
Hughs,
Stull,
J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,
Gilpin,
D. Smith,
T. Ringgold,
W. Ringgold,
T. Smyth,

Mr. Brevard,
T. Wright,
Kent,
Bruff,
Gibson,
Horsey.
Geo. Scott,
Chaille.

Mr. Bar]1es,
Fenwick,
Hooe,
Dent,
Parnlram,
Bowie,
B. Hall,
Sprigg,
Worthington,
S. Chase,
Carroll,
J. Wilson,
Bayly,
Fischer,

Convention adjourns tilJ to-morrow morning, nine .ock.

.Mr. S. Wright,
Edmondson,
Chamber]aine,
John Ennalls,-
Joseph Ennalls,
Potter,
Mason,
Dickinson,
Johnson,
Gust. Scott,
Lowes,
Bishop,
Mitch.ell.

Wednesday, October 9,1776.

Convention met.. All Members present as on yesterday.
The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
Mr. Marbury appeared in the House.
On motion of Mr. Wootton,
Resolved, That the Commissioners for"ftlontf.!'omeryCoun-

ty have the.line which divides Frederick andlJ'Iontgomery
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Officprs as may be necessary to make up the said eight Bat-
talions.

That the said Commissioners, or any three or two of
them, are empowered to rectiveof COQgress any sum not
exceeciin<T thirty-six t!Jousand one hundred and twenty
Pounds, in dollars, at seven shillings and six pence per
doBar, on account of this State, to be applied in the said
bounties.

That the Commissioners be instructed to consult with, and
take advice from, his Excellency General Washington,
respecting the promotion or appointment of ?fficers in Col-
onel Smallwood's Regitnent, and the appomtments to be
marie in the Battalion to be formed of the Independent Com-
panies and Flying-Camp of this State.

That the Officers to whom warrantsissued for the enroll-
ment of Non-Commissioned Officers and Privates for th~ two
last Battalions directed by the Convention to be raised for
the Flying-Camp, immediately return lists of the men by
t11em enrolled in pursuance of those warrants, to the Council
of Safety, and forbear any further "enroBment; that such of
the Companies as are full or nearly full, be equipped and
marched as soon as may be, and such of the Companies as
are not nearly full be discharged; and that the bounty
money not expended be returned.

That the said Commissioners be allowed each twelve
pounds ten shillings, common money, per week, from the
time they leave home until their return.

The Convention then proceeded to elect the Commis-
sioners aforesaid, and James Lloyd Chamberlaine, Benja-
min Rumsey, Thomas Contee, and John Hanson, Jun.,
Esquires were elected.

.

Ordered, That the President prepare a Letter to the PreS-
ident of Congress, and transmit a copy of the above Reso-
lutions therein. ,

The order of the day, for taking into consideration the
Letter from the President of Congress of the 2d instant, was
read and referred till to-morrow.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Thursday, Oetober 10, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday.
The Proceedings of yesterday were read.

On motion of Mr. John ~Mackall, the question was put on
the following: "As the people have a right and ought to
know the conduct and behaviour of their Representatives,
Resolved, That on all questions to be detern1ined in this
Convention by a Committee of the Whole House, the yeas
and nays shall be tak~n when called for by any member of
the House, and seconded, any custom or usage of l'arlia-
ment, Assemblies, or former Conventions to the contrary
notwithstanding," and carried in the negative.

AFFIRMA1:IVE.

Mr. Fiseher,
Ridgely;

Mr. Fitzhugh,
J. Maekall,
Hammond,

Mr. Deye,
Bond.

NEGATIVE.

Mr. Barnes, Mr. Sher~dine,
,Fenwiek, Edelen,.
Plater, Sehri ver,
Hooe, Beall,
Dent, Hughs,
Parnham, Stull,
Grahame, Stevenson,
Bowie, J. Smith,
B. Hall, J. T. Chase,
Sprigg,

' H. Wilson,
Marbury, Love,
J. Hall, Areher,
Worthington, Gilpin,
S. Chase, Ewing,
Paea, D. Smith,
Carroll, Brevard,
Wootton, T. Ringgold,
J. Wilson, W. Ringgold,
Bar.lr, T. Smyth,
Willtams, T. Wright,

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Convention re-
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into
consideration_the Declaration and Charter of Rights and
form of Government for this State; Mr. Worthington in the
chair. After some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed
the chair, and Mr. Worthington reported that the Commit-
tee had, according to order, taken into their consideration
the Declaration of Rights and form of Government for ihis

Mr. Kent,
S. Wright,
Bruff,
Edmondson,
Gibson,
Chamberlaine,
Murray,
John EnnaIIs,
Joseph Ennalls,
Potter,
Mason,
Diekinson,

. Johnson,
Gust. Seott,
Geo. Scott,
Horsey,
Lowes,
Chaille,
Mitchell.

State; but, not being able to go through the same, had
directed.him to move for leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Convention will, in the afternoon,
resolve Itself' into a Coinmittee of the Whole, to consider
further of the same.

Adjourned till three o'clock.

Post 1~feridiem. Convention met. Mr. Jordan appeared
in the House.

According to order, the Convention resolved itself into
a Committee of the "'-hole, to consider further of the Dec-
laration of Rights and form of Government for this State;
Mr. Worthington in the chair. After some time spent
therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. Worthing-
ton reported, that the Committee had, according to order,
taken into their consideration the Declaration of Rights
and form of Government fot. this State; but, not having
had time to go through the same, had directed him to
move for leave to sit again.

'

Resolved, That this Conventionwill to-morrowmorning
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider
further of the same. '

COn\'ention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Friday,Oetober 11, 1776.
, Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday.

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
A Pe.tition from sundry inhabitants, on behalf of them;;;

selves and other freeholders and 'inhabitants of that part of
Prince George's County wl'Wchlies on the western side of
the eastern branch of Patowmack River, praying that that
part of Prince George's County which lies to the westward
of die eastern branch of Patowmack River aforesaid, may be
annexed to the lower district of Frederick, now Montgom-
ery County, and to have their Court-House ana other pub-
lick buildings erected in George-town, was read and ordered
to lie on the table.

On motion of Mr. Paca, .

Resolved, That the several Vesse1s lately drifted on the'
shores of this State from Lord Dunmore'sfleet, Or otherwise
made captures of, be raised up, appraised, and fitted out for
the use of this State, or exposed to sale, at the discretion of
the Council of Safety; the cargoes of the said .vessels to be
also exposed to sale, and the moneys arising from thi] sale
of the said vessels and cargoes, be paid into the hands of
the TreasUl'er of the Western-Shore, subject to the disposal
of this or a future Convention or Legislature.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Convention re-
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider
further of the Declaration of Rights and form of Govern-
ment for this State; Mr. Worthington in the chair. After
some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed the chair,
and Mr. Worthington reported that the Committee had
according to order, taken into their consideration the Decla-
ration' of Rights and form of Government for this State;
but not having had time to go through the same, had directed
him tQ move for leave to sit again. .

Resolved, That this Convention wil1in the afternoon re-
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider fur-
ther of, the same.

Adjourned till three o'clock.

Post ]}[eridiem. Convention met.

The order of the day, that the Convention wili resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider further
of the Declaration of Rights and form of Government of
this State, being read,

Reso.lved, That this Convention will on to-morrow re-
solve itself into a Committee of th.e Whole, to consider fur-
ther of the same.

COl1\"ention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

-.

Saturday, Oetober 12, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday.
The Proceedings of yesterday were read.

Mr. Edmondson, Mr. Shepherd, Mr. T. Smyth, MI'. T.
Ringgold, Mr. Paca, and 1\11':TV.Ringgold have leave of
absence for a few days.
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The Convention appointed Edward Cockey, Colonel j

,Jo$hua Stevenson, Lieutenant-Colonel j Micajah. Merry-
m:an,First Major; Stephen Cromwell, Second Major, and
John Robert Hollyday, Quartermaster, of the Gunpowder
Upper Battalion of Militia in Baltimore County.

Mr. Ridgely and Mr. Hughs have leave of absence for
a few days.

On motion of Mr. J. Hall,
Resolved, That the several Companies of the Flying-Camp

that have been raised under the resolve of Convention lor
raising two additional Battalions, be distributed into the four
Battalions for the Flying-Camp heretofore raised, in such
manner as the Commissionersllppointed to repair to camp
and attend the new inlistment may think proper.

On reading a Letter from the Reverend John Scott to
the President,

Resolved, That on the said Reverend John Scott's giving
bond, with two or more good and sufficient securities, in the
penalty of one thousand pounds sterling, payable to the
President pf the Council of Safety for the time being, con-
ditioned that he will not go on the Eastern-Shore in Mary-
land or Virginia, and that he will not correspond upon
publick matters with any person whatsoever, the said John
Scott be permitted to reside in any part of the Western-
Shore of Virginia, or in Frederick County in tbis State,
and that on his giving such bond, and the same being ap-
prm'ed bv this Convention or the Council of Safety, his
bond dat:d the 29th day of August last shan be void, as to
any matter or thing thereafter to be done by the said John
SCGtl.;and that for the purpose of giving such new bond,
the said John Scott be permitaJd to come to Annapolis.

Mr. Bowie has leave of absence till Tuesday next.
Adjourned till three o'clock.

Post Meridiem. Convention met.

Mr. Sheredine brings in and delivers to Mr. President a
Report from the Committee appointed to inquire into the
trUth of the facts set forth in the Petition of the present and
late Sheriffsof Frederick County j which was read and
concurred with j and thereupon

Resolved, That it be recommended tQ the inhabitants of
Frederick County to pay their publick levies without
~~

.
-

Tl;e order of the day, for taking into consideration the
Declaration of Rights and form of Government for this
Slate, being read,

Resolved, That this Convention will on ,Monday next
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider of- . -the same.

Convention adjourns till Monday morning, nine o'clock.

..

_ Monday, October 14, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on Saturday,
except Mr. Bowie, Mr. Paca, Mr. Wootton, Mr. Ridgely,
1\h. ~nepherd, MI'. T. Ringgold, Mr. W. Ringgold, Mr.
1'. Smyth, Mr. EdmQndsQn,and Mr. Chamberlaine.

The Proceedings of Saturday were read.
On motion of Mr. Parnham,
Resolved, That this Convention will enter on no new

business (except from evident necessity) until they have
finished the consideration Qf the Declaration of Rights and
form o(Govermnent.'

On motionof Mr. Parnham, the questionwas put, That
for the expediting the Bill of Rightsand form of Govern-
mentthe House shall sit, while that business is transacting,
every evening till eight o'clock? Resolved in the affirma-
tive.

Mr. Fenwick,
Jordan,
Hooe,
Dent,
Parnham,
Sprigg,
Marhl1l'y,
J. '\Vilson.
Bayly,
WIlliams,
Fischer,

AFFIRMATIVE.
Mr. Sheredine,

Edelen,
Schri ver.
Beall,
Hughs,
Stull,
Deye,
Stevenson,
J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,
H. Wilson,

Mr. Love,
Archer,
Gilpin,
Ewing,
D. Smith,
Brevard,
Murray,
John Ennalls,
J os. Ennalls,
Dickinson,
Horsey.

NEGATIVE.
Mr. Barnes, Mr.S. Chase, 1\1r.Johnson,

Plater, Carroll, Gust. $cott,
Grahame, T. W rtght, Geo. Sc.ott,
Fitzhugh, Kent, Lowes,
J. HaJJ, Potter, Chaille,
Worthington, Mason, Mitchell.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Convention
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider
of the Declaration of Rights and form o( Government for
this State; Mr. T. Wright in the chair. After some time
spent therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr.
T. Wright reported, that the Committee had, according to
order, taken into their consideration the Declaration of Rights
and form of Government for this State, and had .come (0
several resolutions thereon, but not having had time to come
to a 'conclusion, had directed him to move for h~ave to sit
aga1l1.

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow morning
resoh'e itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider fur-
ther of the same.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow mOl'l1ing,nine o'clock.

Tuesday, OC!Qber 15, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday.
The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
Mr. Paca, Mr. Shepherd, and Mr. W. Ringgold, ap-

peared in the House. .
Agreeable to the order of the day, the Convention resolved

itself into a Qomrnittee of the Whole, to consider further of
the Declaration of Rights and form of Government for tbis
State j Mr. T. Wright in the chair. After some tillie
spent therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr.
Wright reported, that the Committee had, according to'
order, taken into their consideration the Declaration of
Rights and form of Government, and had come to several
resolutions thet'eon, but not having had time to come
to a conclusion, had directed him to move for leave to sit
agmn.

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow morning
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider
further of the same.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Wednesday, October 16, 1776.

Com-ention met. All Members present as on yesterday.
The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
Mr. Bowie appeared in tbe House.
Op motion of Mr. Johnson,
Resolved, That the Commissionel'$ of the. Loan Office

put no bonds in that office in suit before the first day of Jan-
uary next because of the non-payment of interest thereon,
and that they advertise in the Maryland Gazetit, and God-
dard's and Dllnlap's papers printed in Baltimore Town,
that no further indulgence will be given.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Convention resolved
itself into a Committee of tbe Whole, to tonsider further of
the Declaration of Rights and form of Govern'ment fOI'this
State j Mr. T. Wright in the chair. Aftersometimespent
therein, 1\11'.President resumed the chair, and Mr. Wright
reported, tbat the Committee had, according to order, taken
into their consideration the Declaration of Ri<rhtsand form
of Goverriment for this State, and had co~e to several
resolutions thereon, but not having had time to come to
a conclusion, had directed him to move for leave to sit
agam. .

Resolved, That this Convention will in tbe afternoon re-
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider fur-
ther of the same.

Resolved, That the Council of Safety "be empowered to
draw for a sum not exceeding fifteen thousand Pounl:!sof the
Bills of Credit now remaining in the hands of the Treasu-
rers, appropriated for caIJing in and exchancrinD'the BiJls of
Credit issued by the Convention in July, se~en~eenhundred
and seventy-five, and that they apply the same or any part
thereof to the use of the pl1blick as occa-sionmay require,
and that this Convention will make such provision for call-
ing in and exchanging the said former emission as may be
necessary.

Adjourned till three o'clock.
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Post .Meridiem. Convention met. Mr. Edmondson and
Mr. T. Smyth appeared in the House:

A Petition from Basil Clarkson, praying to be released
from Anne Arundel County Jail, was read, and ordered to
lie on the table.

On reading a Letter from Samuel Purviance, Jun., Chair-
man of the Committee of Observation forBaltimore County,
I;especting the conduct of Francis Sanderson, the same was
taken into consideration, and the said Francis Sanderson
called bef<:>rethe Convention; and on the examination of
several"witnt"..sses,and hearing him in his defence,

On motion of Mr. Paca, the 'question was put, That the
said Francis Sanderso'll is guilty of delivering sentiment$
tending to discourage the American opposition to the hostile
attempts of Great Britain: That therefore he be repri-
manded at the bar of this House by the President; that he
give bond in the penalty of one thousand pounds, with good
security, to be approved of by the Committel::)of Baltimore
County, to the President, conditioned that he will not here-
after speak or do any matter or thing in prejudice or dis-
couragement of the present opposition; that he pay all the
expenses incurred .on account of his being apprehended,
guarded; and brought to this Convention, and that there-
upon he be discharged? Resolved in the affirmative.

Mr. Bnrnes,
Fenwick,
PInter,
Jordnn,
Grahame,
Fitzhugh,
J. MackaU,
B. ,HaU,
Spr"jgg,
,Hammond,
J. Hall,
W.orthington,
Paca,
Carroll,

. J. Wilson,
Fischer,
Beall,

.
AFFIRMATIVE,

Mr. Hughs,
Stull,
Deye,
Stevenson,
Shepherd,
J. Smith,
Bond,
H. Wilson,
Love,
Archer,
Gilpin, .
Ewing,
D. Smith,
Brevard,
W. Ringgold,
T. Wright,

NEGATIVE.
Mr. Marbury,

BaXly,
Williams,

Mr. Edmondson,
M.urray,
Gibson,
John Ennalls,
Joseph EnnaUs,
Potter,
Mason,
Dickinson,
Johnson,
Gust. Scott,
Geo. Scott,
Horsey,
Lowes,
Chaille,
Bishop,
Mitchell.

Mr. Bowie,
Hooe,
Dent,
Parnham,

Francis Sanderson was then called to the bar of the
House, and reprimanded according]y.

Convention adjourns till to-Il)orro\; morning, nine o'clock.

Mr. Sheredine,
Edelen,

~ Kent.

Thllrsday, October 17, 1776.

Convention met. AU Men)bers present as on yesterday.
The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
On motion of Mr. Johnson,
Resolved, That the Commissioners appointed to repair to

the camps-obtain a list of the Cadets now in the M(1ry-
land Troops at the camps in New- YQrk and ihe Jerseys,
and return the same to this Convention, or, in their recess,
to the Council of Safety; and also retUrn the names of such
Non~Commissioned Officers in the said Troops as may be
recommended by tbeir slJperiour Officers as men of rne~it.

Whereas this Convention hath been informed that
William Sluby, Merchant, of Chestertown, in Kent County,
hath lately, in a publick manner, delivered sentiments and
opinions with [j.nintention to disunite and disaffect tve good
people of this State in their present opposition to the hostile
attem pts of Great Britain agaipst the United States: there-
fore,

Resolved, That the Committee of Observation of the
said Cot;lnty summon James Claypole, of the said Town,
to appear before them as a witness against sai~ Sluby, and
make inquiry into the truth of the said information, and
report the facts arising tbereon to this Convention, or, in
their recess, to the Council of Safety; and if they shall
judge it necessary, take the said Sluby into custody, and
send him, uuder a guard of four of the Militia, to tbis Con-
vention 01'the Council of $afety as aforesaid, to be dealt
with as the nature of his offence may require.

Ordered, That the Clerk transmit a copy of the above
Resolution to the Committee of Observation for Kent
County.

On reading and considering the Petition of John White,
of Dorchester County, setting forth that his S]oop had been

taken by a certain Joseph Whyland, and carried to Lord
Dunmore's fleet, where she had been stripped of hel' sails
and rig!Tin",and burned; but that the sails and rigging hado 0 .

dbeen since taken in a vessel belongmg to the enemy, an
were now in .the possession of a certain Major Follin, of
Dorchester County, and praying that the sails and rigging
afor~said might be restored to him; thereupon;

Resolvl'd, That the said Major Follin deliver to the said
John White the sailsand rigging of his Sloop, he first ascer-
taining, by oath or other sufficient proof, that the sails and
rigging in. the possession of Major Follin are the same
which were taken from his Sloop.

On motion, Resolved, That the Council of Safety be
empowered to make Captain John Fulford an allowance
for his services in superintending the Fortifications at the
City of Annapolis, over and above his pay as Captain of
the Artillery Company, in prQPortion to what they may be
of opinion he hath or shall deserve:

Agreeable to the prderofthe day, the Convention resolved
itse]f into a Committee of the Whole, to consider further of
the Declarationof R~ghts and form of Government fofthis
State; MI'. T. Wright in ~hechair. After some time spent
therein, Mr. Presid~nt resumed the chair, and Mr. Wright
reported, that the Committee bad, according to order, ~aken
into tbeir consideration the Declaration of Rights and form
of Government for this State, and had come to several reso-
lutions thereon; but not having had time to come to a con-
clusion, had directed him to move for lea"e to sit again.

Resolved, That this Convention win, on to-morrow,
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider
further of the. same.

MI'. Joseph Ennalls has leave of absence.
On mbtion of Mr. Lowes,
Ordered, That the Pl::)titionof Basil Clarkson be referred

to the CO\Jncilof Safety.
CO'Il~entionadjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock;.

Friday, October 18, 177.6.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday,
except Mr. Joseph Ennalls.

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
Mr. Parnham.has ]eave of absence.
Mr. Ridgely appeared in the House.
On motion, Resolved, That the Council of Safety be

empowered to hear and determine on th~case .of William
Bartlet Townsend, of Worcester CQunty, and to. pas$ such
judgment thereon as in their discretion they may think fit.

Agreeable ~othe order of the day, the Convention resolved
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider further of
the Declara~ion of Rights and form of Government for this
State; Mr. T. Wright in thechair. After some time spent
therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. Wright
reported, that the Committ.ee had, according to order, taken
into their consjderation the Declaration of Rights and form
of Gove.rnment fo.l'.this State, and had corne to severaJ reso-
lutions. thereon; but IIOthaving had time to corne to.a cOn-
clusion, had directed him to move for leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Convention will on to-morrow resolve.
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider further of
the same.

Convention adjourns till to-man-ow morning, nine o'c]ock.

tI Saturday, October "19, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday,
except Mr. Parnham.

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
On motion of Mr. Johnson,
Resolved, That every Memberwho asks for leave of ab-

sence shall give his reasonsfor askingsuch leave, and that
they be entered on the Journal.

Mr. T. Wright has ]eave of absence tili Wednesday next,
on account of particular private business. Mr. Fischer has
leave of absence for a few days. Mr. Hughs has leave of
absence, his private affairs requiring his attendance at home.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Convention reso] ved
itself into a Committee of the Who]e, to consider further
of the Dec]aration of Rights and form- of Government for
this State; Mr. Worthington in the chair. After some



127 MAR YLAND CONVENTION, OCTOBER 23, 1776. 128

time spent therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and
Mr. Worthington reported, that the Committee bad, ac-
cording to order, taken into their consideration the Decla-
ration of Rights and form of Government for this State, and
had come to several resolutions thereon, but not having had
time to come.to a conclusion, had directed him to move for
leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Convention will on to-morrow resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider further of
the same.

Mr. S. Wright has leave of absence on account of his bad
state of health. Mr. Mason has leave of absence on account
of the sickness of his family.

Convention adjourns till Monday morning, nine o'clock.

. .

Monday, October 21, 1776.

Convention, met. All Members present as on Saturday,
except Mr. Fischer, Mr. T. Wright, Mr. S. Wright, Mr.
Mason, Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Hughs, ana Mr. Sprigg.

The Proceedings of Saturday were~read.
Mr. Dent has leave of absence.
Agreeable to the order of the day, the Convention resoh'ed

itself into a Committee of the Whole, to Gonsider further
of the Decfaration of Rights and form of Government for
this State; Mr. Worthington in the chair., After some
time spent thereig, Mr. President resumed the chair, and
Mr. Worthington reported, that the Committee h,ad, ac-
cording to order, ta~en into their consideration the Decla-
ration of Rights and form of Government for this State, and
had come to several resolutions thereon, but not havi.{lghad
time to come to a conclusion, had directed him to move for
leave to sit again.

'Resolved, That this Convention will on tC)-morrowresolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider further of
iliegm~

.

Mr. Eqrk appeared in the House. '

On reading and considering the Petition of sundry inhab-
itants of Washington County, setting forth, that by a late
resolve of Convention the election for fixing the place for
the Court-House of Washington County was to be held at
Hagar's-town, which would be so distant f(om many of the
inhabitants of the said County that it would be very incon~
venient for them to attend, and praying that tbe election
mightbe held foroneor moredays at Skipton or Old-town;
thereupon the question was put, That for the ease and con-
venience of the inhabitants of the upper part of Wa$hington
GOUlity,the election for fixing the place for the Court-House
of the said County shall be ~eld two days at Skipton, be-
ginning on the 6th day of November, and that Andrew Bruce,
Lemud Barret, and Thomas Warren, or any two of them,
be Judges of the said election, and give due notice thereof
to the inhabitants of the said County; and that the Judges
appointed to hold the election ,at Hagar's-town, and those
appointed to hold the election at Skipton, meet together as
soon a$ conveniently may be at IIagar's-town, and tbere
examine the said polIs,and declare the said election accord-
ing as the majority of voters may appear to be on botb the
said pol1s? Resolved in the affirmative.

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Barnes,
Fenwick,
Plater,
Jordan,
Hooe,
Fitzhugh,
B. Ha!1,
Carroll,
J. Wilson,
Bay-Iy,
WillIams,
Sheredine,
Edelen,
Schriver,

MI'. Kent,
Gibson,
Murray,
Potter,
Johnson,
Gust. Scott,
Geo. Scott,
Horsey,
Lowes,
Chaj]]e,
Bishop,
Mitchell,
Edmondson,
Earle.

Mr. Deye,
Stevenson,
Shepherd,
J. Smith,
J. T. C~ase,
Bond,
H. Wi1son,
Love,
Arcner,
Gilpin',
Ewing,
Brevard,
W. Ringg01d,
T. Smyth,

NEG,l.1'IVE.
Mr. Stull, Mr. Bean.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Tuesday, October 22,1776.

Convention 'met. All Members present as on yesterday,
except Mr. Dent. .. '

'.' '

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.

A PetitionfromWilliamRichardson,settingforth that he,
at the time of the alaj'ming appearance of a bostile fIl~eIunder
the direction of Lord Dunmore, on the 13th of July last, ob-
served a Sloop drifting towards the shore, within about a mile
and a half of his dweJling-house, and a barge from the fleet
rowing towards ber, wbich sOOnscuttled the said Sloop; that
he went off with his own negroes, intending to board her and
sa ve everything on board the said Sloop he possibly could;
and he accordingly saved and brought away a mainsail, top-
sail, and gib, a quantity of old ,iron, thirty-six pair of iron
hinges, and fifty-three co'w hides; and tbat alJ the said arti-
cles were sent for and takeo away by Captain Uriah For-
rest; .!lnd praying to be authorized to receive a moit'ty of
the said articles procured by him as aforesaid,-was tead and
ordered to lie on the table.

Agreeable. to the order o( the day, the Conventjo~ re-
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to ronsider
further of the Declaration of Rights and form of Govern:..
ment for this State; Mr. Worthington in the chair. After
some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed the chair,
and Mr. Worthington reported, that the COI1)miuee had,
according to order, taken into their consideration the
Declaration of Rights and form of Government- for this
State, and bad come to several resolutions thereon; but not
having had time to come to a conclusion, had directed him
to move for leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Convention will on to-morrowresolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider further of
the same.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nille o'clock.

Wednesday, October 23,1776.

Con~ention met. All Me~lbers present as on yesterday.
The Proceedings of yesterday were "read.
On reading the Petition of Jane Conn, wife of lIugh

Conn, a Private in Captain Fulford's Company of Artil-
lery, .

Ordered, That the said Hugh Connbe discharged from
the service of this State, on his procuring an effective man
in his stead.

.

On motion of Mr. Johnson,
Resolved, That the Council of Safety be empowered to

give a Bounty of twenty dollars to each able seaman, and
ten dollars to each landsman, who shall inlist to serve in the
Marine service of this State during the war, or until dis-
cbarged by the supreme authority of this State; and that
the Council of Safety may also order any vessel now tittino-,
or which shall be fitted under the resolutions of Conventio~,
on such cruise as they may think fit. And further, the
Counci~ of Safety may retain any men who shall voluntarily
offer and subscribe articles for a cruise only, without any
bounty or wages; and any prizes which may 6e made, as
to those who go on bounty and wages, shaH be divisible
according to the resolutions of Congress, two-thirds to the
pubEck, and one-third to the crew; but as to those who shall
enter for the cruise without bounty or wages, the division
shall be one.half to the publick and one-half amongst the
crew, according to the common practice of privateers.

The Convention having received information that a num-
ber of the inhabitants of Caroline County had marched
down into Dorchester County, and committed sundry dep-
redations in the said County, by entering the houses of the
inbabitants thereof, and in a violent manner taking and
carrying away their Salt, and that sundry of the inhabitants
of Dorchester County had joined with them in committino-
such unwarrantable depredations and outrages, "

Ordered, That the Committees of Caroline and Dorches-
ter Counties make immediate inquiry into the causes of the
said disorders; and, if they judge it necessary, to send under
a sufficient guard to this Convention, or in their recess
to the Council of Safety, such persons as shall appear to
them to have been most active therein; and that the Com-
mittees of Caroline and' Dorchester Counties do apply to
Brigadier-General Hooper; to order out such part of the
Militia under his command as they may judge necessary to
bring the said offenders to justice.

Mr. John Ennalls has leave of absence.
Whereas justice may in many instances require that in-
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dividuals of this State, inlisted in the service of the Conti-
'nent or of this State, should be discharged, it is therefore

Resolved, That the Council of Safety may discharge any
such person, either absolutely or conditionally, on such terms
as to them may seem proper.

Agreeab]e to the order of the day, the Convention re-
salved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider
further of the Declaration of Rights and form of Govern-
ment for this State; Mr. Worthington in the chair. After
some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed the chair,
and Mr. Worthington reported, that the Committee had,
according to order, taken into their consideration the Dec-
laration of Rights and fonn of Government for this State,
and had come to several resolutions thereon, but not having
had time' to come to a conclusion, had directed him to move
for leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Conventionwillon to-morrowresolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider further of
the same.

Adjourned till three o'clock.

Post Meridiem. Convention met. Mr. Sprigg ap-
peared in the House,

Resolved, That three Companies of Artillery, each com-
pany to consist of ninety-two Privates, fQurSergeants, four
CorporaJs, one Drummer, and one Fifer, commanded by
one Captain, one Captain-Lieutenant, and two Lieutenants,
be immediately raised; on{J of the said Companies to be
stationed at Baltimore Town, and the remaining two Com-
panies to be stationer:!at the City of Annapolis. That' the
Non-Commissioned Officers and Privates be inlisted in the
service of this State for the war: That the Officers receive
the pay and rations established by the Convention from the
date of their commissions; that the Non-Commissioned
Officers and Privates receive their pay and rations from the
day of their inlistment :' That to encourage the speedy en-
rollment of the said Companies, each Non-Commissioned
Officer and Soldier shall, d\lring their continuance in the
service of this State, be annualJy clothed at the expense of
this State, and for that purpost! shall be entitled to receive
a coat, waistcoat, and breeches, of coarSe cloth, two white
linen shirts, two pair of stockings, two pair of shoes, and a
hat, and they shall not be compelled to march to any place
out of this State.

On motion of Mr. Johnson,
, Resolved, That the Council of Safety issue warrants to

Recruiting Sergeants for the inlistmefo1tof men to serve in
the Artillery Companies, according to resolutions of this day,
and that such Sergeants may inlist any men already enrolled
in any Company of Camp Militia not under marching orders.

Convention ~djourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Thur)!day, October 24, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yest{Jrday,
except Mr. John Ennalls.

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
Mr. T. Wright appeared in the House.
The Petition of William Ri(hflrdson was read a second

time and referred to the Council of Safety.
Mr. Dickinson appeared in the House.
On reading a Lettrr from Robert Peter and Thomas

Richards?n, of the 1~th instant, to Thomas Johnson, Esq.,
and by hun commuIl!cated to the Convention relative to
the Ferry over Patowmack River,

,

Or~ered, That the Clerk be directed to give notice to
the saId Robert Peter and Thomas Richardson to attend
this Convention on Friday, the 1st of November next and
to bring with them the ferrymen of the said River th~t an
inquiry may be made into the facts set forth in' the said
Letter. '

. Ag.reeable to the. order of the day, the Convention resolved
Itself mto a Committee of the Whole, to consider further of
the Declaration of Rights and form of Government for this
State.; Mr. T. w!ight in the chair. After some time spent
therem, Mr. PresIdent re!?umed the chair, and Mr. Wright
~eporte~, that t,he C?mmittee had, according to order, taken.
mto their consIderatIOn the Declaration of Riahts and form
of Government for this State, and had come t; several reso-
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lutions thereon, but not having had time to come to a con-
clusion, had directed him to move for leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Convention will on to-morrow resolve
itsdf into a Committee of the Whole, to consider further of
tbe same.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Ji'riday, October 25,1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday.
The Proceedings of yesterday were read'.

Mr. Marbury and Mr. Schriver have leave of absence on
account of particular private businesg.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Convention re-
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider -

further of the Declaration pf Rights and form pfGovernment
for this State; Mr. T. Wright in the chair. After some
time spent therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and
Mr. Wright reported, that the Committee had, according
to order, takeo into their consideration the Declaration of
Rights and form of Government for this State, and had come
to several resolutions thereon, but not having had time to
come to a conclusion, had directed him to move for leave to
sit again.

Resolved, That this Convention will on to-morrow n~solv:e
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider further of
the same.

Mr. Carroll has leave of absence till Wednesgay next, on
account of the indisposition of his family; Mr. T. Smyth
has leave of absence for a few days on account of particular
private business.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Saturday, October 26, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday,
except Mr. Marbury, Mr. Carroll, Mr. &hriver, and Mr.
T. Smyth.

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
Mr. J. Smith and Mr. Ridgely have leave of absence on

account of particular private business.
Whereas many young men under twenty-one years of

age, seized of lands and tenements within this State, have
entered, and others so seized may enter, into the service of
this State or the United States in arrils, and by the laws
now in being they cannot devise their lands or tenements,
it is therefore

Resolved, That any last will of any young man in the
gervice aforesaid, made after he bath, or shall have, accom-
plished the age of sixteen years, shaH, in case he hath died
or shall die whilst in service as aforesaid, be of the same
force and effect, to all intents and purposes" as if he was of
the full age of twenty-one years at the time of his makinK
the same will.

Mr. Bishop has leave of absence, on account of the indis-
position of his brother..

The President laid before the Convention a Letter from
the Committee of Observation for K~nt County, relative to
the conduct of Mr. William Sluby; which was reacI.

Ordered, That the same be entered on the Journal; and
it follows in these words:

"Chester-Town, October 23,1776.

"GENTLEMEN:Enclosed is a report of the facts relative
to Mr. Sluby's case, as they arose on the examination of
Mr. Claypoole, and two others who were s,ummoned by the
Committee at the request of l\1r~Sluby. The Committee
sat two days on the business, for want of ,time to finish the
examination the first day. Mr. Claypoole was absent in the
country the second day of our sitting, so that Mr. Slub,lJhad
not an opportunity of cross-examining him. The Com-
rnittee are of opinion that nothing appeared against Mr.
Sluby which would justify the exercise of the power of
sending him under a guard to the Convention.

"Signed by order: JOHNCOMBS,Clerk CQm.

"P. S. The reason Mr. Sluby did not cross-examine Mr
Claypoole on the first day is, that after Mr. Claypoole had
delivered his testimony, the Chairman was called off On
necessary business.

'
'

"To the honourable the Convention at the City of Annap-
olis."

9
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Mr. Mason appeared in the House.
Agreeable to the order of the day, the Convention resolved

itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider further of
the Declaration of Rights and form of Government for this
State; Mr. T. Wright in the chair. After some time spent
therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. Wright
reported, that the Committee had, according to order, taken
into their consideration the Declaration of Rights and form
of Government for this State, and had come to several
resolutions thereon, but not having had time to come to a
conclusion, had directed him to move for leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Conventionwillon .Mondayresolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider further
of the same.

.

On motion of Mr. J. Hall,
,

Resolved, That the Council of Safety be authorized and
empowered to make out commissions for Captain l'homas
Watkins. and also for his First and Second Lieutenants and
Ensign, Levin Lawrence, Thomas Todd, and John Iiams,
Jun., as Captain, First, Second, and Third Lieutenants of
a Company of Matrosses to be stationed in the City of
Annapolis, and that they, or either of them, have power to
inlist all the men of said Company that are willing to inlist
as Matrosses, and to discharge such of them as are not
willing to inlist after the 1st of December, and inlist others,
so that the said Company may be completed to the number
of ninety-two Privates, besides Commissioned and Non-
Commissioned Officers.

Convention adjourns till Monday morning, nine o'clock.

Monday, October 28, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on Saturday,
except Mr. Ridgely, Mr. J. Smith, Mr. Bi~hop, and Mr.
Kent.

The Proceedings of Saturday were read.
Mr. Dent, Mr. Parnham, and Mr. S. Wright, appeared

in the House.
Mr. Lowes has leave of absence on account of sickness.
Mr. Sheredine brings in and delivers to Mr. President a

Report from the Commiuee appointed to inquire how far
the resolves of the last Convention of the 6th of July, for
raising two Companies of Riflemen and four Companies of
Germans, have been complied with, and into the expendi-
ture of the money advanced for the raisingthose companies;
which WaSread in the words following, to wit: ,

" In obedience to the order of the honourable Conven-
tion, the Committee appointed to inquire how far the resolves
of the Convention of the 6th of July last, for raising two
companies of Riflemen and four companies of Germans,
have been complied with, and into the expenditure of the
money advanced for raising those companies, beg leave to
report, That the Committee of Observation for Harford,
Baltimore, and Frederick Counties, recommended officers
for the several companies agreeable to the resolves of the
said Convention; that the Rifle Company and four compa-
nies of Germans forFrederick and Baltimore Counties have
some time since marched for their place of destination; that
the company of Riflemen for Harford County is not yet
complete, having not more than fifty men.

"They further beg leave to report, that the sum of fifteen
hundred and twenty dollars appears to have been advanced
by the Delegates in Congress on account of the German
Battalion to Colonel George Stricker,dut of which, by an
account rendered to the second day of September, the sum
of foUl'hundred and twenty-four pounds ten shillings has
been paid to the different Captains of those companies,
which leaves a balance in Colonel Stricker's hands of one
hundred and forty-fivepounds ten shillings: that the sum of
eight hundred dollars appears to have been advanced by the
Council of Safety to Major Ludowick Weltner, and by his
account rendered, he has paid to the different Captains of

> the Germancompaniesfor their use and forarms and blan-
kets, three hundred and eleven pounds ten shillings; there
remains a balance in his favour of eleven pounds ten shil-
lings: that the sum of eight hundred and sixty dollars ap-
pears to have been advanced by said Council to Captain
William Heiser of the German Battalion, and by an account
rendered by him to the 8th of September, the further sums
of seventy pounds by Colonel Stricker, and thirty-seven

pounds ten shillings by Major Weltner; that by tbe said ac-
count Captain Heiser has paid for bounty, inlisting, subsist-
ence, and blankets, eight hundred and sixty-four pounds
eight shillings and seven pence; and that a balance appears
to remain due in his favour of two hundred and thirty-four
pounds eight shillings and seven pence: that the sum of
eight hundred and sixty dollars appears to have been ad-
vanced to Captain Henry Fister of said battalion, and_ by
his account rendered to September the eighth, the further
sum of fifty-two pounds ten shiliings by Colonel Stricker,
and one hundred and thirty-seven pounds ten shillings by
MajorWeltner; that he has paid as bounty and inlisting
money, and for the subsistence of his company, six hundred
and thirty-nine pounds seven shillings and four pence, and a
balance appears to remain in his favour of one hundred and
twenty-seven pounds seven shillings and four pence: that
the sum of eight hundred and sixty dollars appears to have
been advanced to Captain Philip Graybill of said battalion,
with the additional advance of one hundred pounds by the
Council of Safety, and the further sum of one hundred and
twenty-two pounds twelve shillings and six pence by Colonel
Stricker, and thirty-seven pounds ten shillings by Major
Weltner, and that no account appears to have been rendered
by him of the expenditure of the said money: that the sum
of eight hundred and sixty dollars appears to have been ad-
vanced to Captain William Keeports of said battalion by
said Council, and the further slims of two hundred and one
pounds seventeen shillings and six penc~ by Colonel Strick-
er, and thirty-seven pounds ten shillings by Major Weltner,
and no account appears of the expenditure of those sums:
that the sum of eight hundred and sixty dollars was ad\'anced
to Captain Thomas Beall of the Rifle company for Fred-
erick County, and by accounts rendered by himself and
officers, the sum of two hundred and fifty-one pounds five
shillings has been expended in raising the said company,
and that a balance remained in the hands of said officers of
seventy-one pounds five shillings, at the time of rendering
the said accounts: that the sum of eight hundredand sixty
dollars appears to have been advanced to Captain Smith of
the Rifle company for Harford County, and no account
appears of the expenditure Jf the same, but yourCommittee
are informedthat one hundred39d sixty dollarsof the said
sum has been returned ,tothe Council of Safety. The Com-
mittee beg leave to observe that Captains Heiser and Fister,
in their accounts rendered, have charged ten shillings per
man for inlisting, and the same sum per man for subsistence
of their companies per week: that the accounts rendered by
some of the officers of said companies are so confused, and
others giving in no accounts at all, puts it out of the power
of the said Committeeto reportso accurate a state of the
expenditure of the several sums advanced as they could
wish.

"All which is submitted to the consideration of the
honourable House.

" Signed by order: JOHN STULL, Chairman."

Ordered to lie on the table.
The order of the day, that the Convention will resolve

itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider further of
the Declaration of Rights and form of Government for this
State, was read, and refeR'ed till to-morrow.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Tuesday, October 29,1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday,
except Mr. Lowes.

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.

~r. Ridgely and Mr. Fischer appeared in the House.
On motion of Mr. Johnson,
Resolved, That the Council of Safety be empowered to

issue warrants to Recruiting Sergeants for the inlistment of
non-commissioned officers and privates in the Continental
service, as a part of the eight Battalions for this State, agree-
able to the resolutions of this Convention,and that any free-
man enrolled for the Flying-Camp service be permitted to
inlist.

...

On motion, Resolved, That a Delegate be elected for
Kent County, in the room of Mr. Thomas Ringgold,

~deceased; that the election be held on the 14th day of
November next, at Chester-town in said County, by John

1
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Page, William Rogers, and William Bordley, Esquires, or

any two or one of them, and that the said election be held
and made agreeable to the directions and resolves of the last
Convention.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Convention resolved
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider further of
the Declaration of Ri"hts and form of Government for this
State; 1\1 r. T. Wrightin the chair. After some time spent

therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. Wright
reported, that the Committee had, according to order, taken
into their consideration the Declaration of Rights and form
of Government for this State, and had corne to several reso-
lutions thereon, but not having had time to come to a con-
c]usion, had directed him to move for leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Convention will on to-morrow resolve
itseJf into a Committee of the Whole, to consider further of
the same.

.

Mr. Bowie and Mr. Hooe have leave of absence for a few
days, on account of particular private business.

This Convention being informed that in the Constitution
or form of Government agreed to by the Delegates of Vir-
ginia, a claim is made by them injurious to the inhabitants
of this State,

Ordered, That the same be read. And the same was
read as follows; to wit:

I' The territories contained within the charters erecting
the Colonies of Maryland, Pennsylvania, North and South-
Carolina, are hereby ceded, released; and forever confirmed
to the people of those Colonies respec.tively, with all the
rights of property, jurisdiction, and government, and all other
rights whatsoever, which. might at any time hereafter have
been claimed by Virginia, except the free navigation and
use of the rivers Patowmack and Pocomoke, with the prop-
erty of the Virginia shores or strands, bordering on either of
the said rivers, and -all improvements which have"been or
shall be made thereon. The western and northern extent
of Virginia shall in all other respects stand as fixed by the
charter of King James the First, in the year one thousand six
hundred and nine, and by tbe publick treaty of peace be-
tween the Courts of Great Britain and France jn the year
one thousand seven hundred and sixty-three; unless by
act of Legislature, one or more Territories shall hereafter be
laid off, and Governments established westward of the Al-
legheny Mountains. And no purchase of lands shaH be
made of the Indian natives, but on behalf of the publick by.
authority of the General Assembly."

Resolved, That this Convention will on to-morrow r~solve
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take the same into
considera tion.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Wednesday, October 30,1776.

Convention met. All Mt'mbers present as on yesterday,
except Mr. Bowie and Mr. Hooe. .

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.

!tho J. Smithand Mr. Marbury appeared in the House.

The Council of Safety having laid before the Convention
a Letter from John Rogers, Esquire, enclosing a resignation
of his commission as Judge of the Court of Admiralty, the
Convention proceeded to appoint another in his stead, and
Benjamin Nicholson, Esquire, was appointed.

On motion of Mr. J. Hall,
Resolved,That the Council of Safety be empowered to

write to their agents in the foreign West-Indies for such war-
like stores or other necessaries as have been heretofore
ordered by this Convention, to the amount of twenty-five
thousand pounds, currency, to be paid for in paper money
by draftson the Treasury here, insteadof exporting country
produce to that value,any former order to the contrary not-
withstanding; an~ that the said sumof moneybe deemed
and taken as part of the sixty-five thousand pounds hereto-
fore appropriated for the purchase of military stores and
other articles necessary for the defence and protection of
this State.

Adjourned till three o'clock.

P (1st Meridiem. Convention met. Mr. Carl'oll, Mr.

Kent, Mr. Bishop, and Mr. Schriver, appeared in the
House.

The Convention, according to the order of the day,
resolved itself into a Committeeof the Whole on that part
of the Constitution of Virginia which was referred to their
consideration;Mr. T. Wright in the chair. After some
time spent therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and
Mr. Wright reported, that the Committee had, according to
order, taken the same into consideration, and had come to
several resolutions thereon, which he read in his place, and
afterwards delivered in at the table, where the same were
agai.n twice read, amended, and agreed to as follow:

Resolved unanimously, That it is the opinion of this Con-
vention that the State of Virginia hath not any right or
title to any of the territory, bays, rivers, or waters, inc]uded
in the charter granted by his Majesty Charles the First to
CtXcilius Calvert, Baron of Baltimore.

Resolved unanimausly, That it is the opinion of this Con-
vention that the sale and exclusive jurisdiction over the ter-
ritory, bays, rivers, and waters, included in the said charter,
belongs to this State; and that the river Patowmack, and
almost the whole of the river Pocomoke, being comprehend-
ed in the said charter, the sole and exclusive jurisdictwn
over the said river Pato1,l.!mack, and also over such part of
the river Pocomoke as is comprehended in the said charter,
belongs to this State; and that the river Patowmack and
that part of Chesapeake Bay which lies between the Capes
and the south boundary of this State, and so much ther~of
as is necessary to the navigation of the rivers Patowmack
and Pocomoke, ought to be considered as a common high-
way, free for the people of both States, without being subject
to any duty, burthens, or charge, as hath been heretofore
accustomed.

Re§olved unanimously, That it is the opinion of this Con-
vention, that the very extensive claim of the State of Vir-
ginia to the back lands hath no foundation in justice, and
that if the same or any like claim is admitted; the freedom
of the smaller States and the liberties of America may be
thereby greatly endangered; this Convention being firmly
persuaded, that if the dominion over those lands should be
established by the blood and treasure of the United States,
such lands ought to be considered as a common stock, to
be parcelJed out at proper times into convenient, free and
independent Governments.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Convention resolved
itself into a Committee or the Wbole, to consider further of
the Declaration of Rights and form of Government for this
State j Mr. T. Wrightin the chair. After some time spent
therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. Wright
reported, that the Committee had, according to order, taken
the same into consideration,and had come to several reso-
lutions thereon, which they directed him to report, as the
Declaration of Rights, but not having had time togo through
the form of Government, had directed him to move for
leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Convention will on to-morrow
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider
further of the form of Government for this State.

On mo~ionof Mr. Fitzhugh, That the question be put on
the following:"As the Billof Rights formerly printed for the
consideration of the Members of the Convention has been
materially altered by a Committee of the Whole House, and
it is of infiniteimportance to the inhabitants of this State that
the said Bill of Rights should be maturely considered before it
is passed by the Convention, and that each Member should
have a copy before him, in order to judge of, and offer such
amendments or alterations as he may think proper,

"Resolved, That the Bill of Rights as reported by a Com-
mittee of the Whole House be immediately printed for the
consideration and use of the Members of this Convention,
before the same is taken into cbnsideration."

An~mendment was proposedto strikeout all that part
of the motion before the,word " Resolved j" on which amend-
ment the question was put, and resolved in the affirmativ.e.

AfFIRMATIVE.
Mr. Sprigg,

Marbury,
Hammond,
J. Hall,
Worthington,
S. Ch/lse,

.Paca,

Mr. Barnes,
Fenwick,
Jordan,
Dent,
Parnham,
Grahame,
B. Hall,

Mr. Carroll,
J. WiJson,
BayJy,
Fischer,
Sheredine,
Edelen,
Beall,
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Mr. Stull,
J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,
H. Wilson,
Love,
Gilpin,
Ewing,
D Smith,
Brevard.
W. Ringgold,

Mr. Mason,.
Dickinson,
Johnson,
Gust. Scott,
Geo. Scott,
Horsey,
Chaille,
Bishop,
MitcheU.

Mr. EarJe,
T. Wright,
Kent,
Bruff,
S. Wright,
Edmondson,
Gibson,
Murray,
Potter,

NEGATIVE.

Mr. Fitzhugh, Mr. Schriver, Mr. Shepherd,
J. Mackall, Ridgely, Stevenson,
Williams, Deye, Bond.

The question was then put, That the Bill of Rights, as
reported by a Committee of the Whole House, be immedi-
ately printed for the consideration and use of the Members
of this Convention, before the same is taken into considera-
tion? Carried in the negative.

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Parnham,
Grahame,
Fitzhugh,
J. Mackall,
Ham.mond,
Bay-Jy,
WIthams,. Fischer,

Mr. Archer,
Ewing,
Brevard,
Kent,
Bruff',
S. Wright,
Johnson.

Mr. Schriver,
Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,
Shepherd,
J. T. Chase,
Bond,
Love,

..

NEGATIVE.

Mr. Barnes, Mr. Sheredine,
Fenwick, J. HaU,
Jordan, Edelen,
Dent, :Beall,
B. Hall, Stull,
Sprigg, J. Smith,
Marbury, H. Wilson,
Worthington, Gilpin,
S. Chase, D. Smith,
paQa, W. Ringgold,
CarroU, Earle,
]. Wilson, T. Wright,

On motion of Mr. Parnham,
Resolved" That all and every action, suit, process, and

proceeding, which were depending in the .March and
August courts of~t. M,ary's and Charles Coun!ies, and
which have been dH~contmued by reason of the said courts
not beinO' held, shaH be revived and continued to the next
Novemb:r courts to be held in the said Counties, and shall
stand and remain in the same state and condition as they
would have been, had the said courts been regularly held.

- On motion, Resolved, That three persons be appointed a
Committee to prepare and report Instructions for Recruiting
Sergeants, and that Mr. Earle, Mr. Gust. Scott, and Mr.
J. T. Chase, be a Committee for that purpose.

Convention adjourns tiJI to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Mr. Edmondson,
Gibson,
Murray,
Potter,
Mason,
Dickinson,
Gust. Scott,
Geo. Scott,
Horsey,
Chaille,
Bishop,
Mitchell.

Thursday, October 31, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday.
The Proceedings of yesterday were read.

On motion of Mr. Chaillel the following Resolution was
entered into: '

Whereas it is represented to this Convention, that the
Committee of Observation for Worc.ester County hath
declined to act, whereby Merchants who have Vessels to
clear out of Sinnepuxen Inlet or Pocomoke River are put to
great trouble and inconvenience; it is therefore

Resolved, That Messrs. Robert Done, John Shelby,
Joshua Jlilitchell,and John Dennis, or any two or more of
them, of WQrcesterCounty, may dear out any Vessel, in like
manner and on the same conditions and terms as the Com-
mittee of Observation for Worcester Cou~~y aforesaid might
or could have done by virtue of any re~olution of Conven-. ~

tlon. -

On motion of Mr. S. Chase,
Resolved, That the Council of Safety be empowered to

employ some fit and trusty person or persons, to purchase
and salt up, at the expense of this State, a quantity of
Pork, not exceeding two thousand five hundred barrej.<;,and
a quantity not exceeding five hundred casks of Beef, and
to draw on either of the Treasurers of this State for the
necessary sums to defray the expense thereof.

The Convention took into consideration the Report of
the Declaration of Rights, from the Committee of the
Whole, which folJows in these words, to wit:

"THE DECLARATION OF RIGHTS.

"The Parliament of Great Britain, by a declaratory

act, having assumed a right to make laws to bind the Col-
onies in all cas~s whatsoever, and in pursuance of such claim
endeavoured hy lorce of arms to subjugate the United Col-
onies to an unconditional submission to their wiIJand power,
and having at length constrained them to declare themselves
Independent ~tates, and to assume government under the
authority of the People; Therefore we, the Delegates of
~Iaryland, in free and fuJl Convention assembled, taking
into our most serious consideration tbe best means of estab-
lishing a good Constitution in this State, for the surer foun-
dation and more permanent security thereof, Declare,

"1. That a11Government of right originates from the
people, is founded in compact ani,., and instituted solely for
the good of the whole.

"2. That the people of this State ollght to have the sale
and exclusive right of regulating the internal government
and police thereof.

"3. That the inhabitants of Maryland are entitled to the
common law of England, and the trial by jury, ac~ording
to the course of that law, and to the benefit of such of the
English statutes as existed at the time of tbeir first emigra-
tion, and which by experience have been found applicable
to their local and other, circumstances, and of such others
as have been since made in England or Great Britain, and
have been introduced, used, and practised4Y the courts of
law or equity; and also to all acts of Assembly in force on
the first of June, seVenteen hundred and seventy-four,
except such as may have since expired, or have been, or
may be altered by acts of Convention, or this Declaration
of Rights; subject nevertheless to the revision of, and
amendment or repeal by, the Legislature of this State; and
the inhabitants of Maryland are also entitled to all property
derived to them from or under the charter granted by his
Majesty Charks the First, to Ceecilius Calvert, Baron of
Baltimore.

"4. "That all persons entrusted with the Legislative
or Executive powers of Government, are the trustees and
servants of the publick, and as such accountable for their
conduct; wherefore, whenever the ends of Government 'are
perverted, and publick liberty !lmnifestly endangered, and
all other means of redress are ineffectual, the people may,
and of right ought to reform the old, or establish a new
Government; the dootrioe of non-resistance against arbitrary
power and oppression, is atieurd, slavish, and destructive of
the good and happiness otm'ankind.

"5. That the right in the people to participate in the
Legislature is the best security ofliberty, and the foundation
of all. free Government; for this purpose elections ought to
be free and frequent, and every man having property in,
a common interest with, and an attachment to, the commu-
nity, ought to have a right of suffi'age.

"6. That the Legislative, Executive, and Judicial powers
of Government, ought to be forever separate and distinct
from each other. '

" 7. That no power of suspending laws, or the execution
of laws, unless derived from the Legislature, ought to be
exercised or allowed. .

"8. That freedom of speech, and debates, or proceed-
ings in the Legislature, ought not to be impeached in any
other court or judicature.

" 9. ,That a place for the meetin~ of the Legislature
ought to be fixed, the most convenient to the members
thereof, and to the depository of the publick records, and the
Legis1ature ought not to be convened or held at any other
place but from evident necessity.

"10. That for the redress of grievances, and for amend-
ing, strengthening, and preserv~ng'the laws, the LegislatUre
ought to be frequently convened.

" 11. That evel'Yman hath a right to petition the Legis-
lature for the redress of grievances, in a peaceable and
orderly manner.

"12. That no aid, charge, tax, burthen, fee, or fees,
ought to be set, rated, or levied, under any pretence, with-
out the consent of the Legislature.

"13. That' the levying taxes by the poll is grievous and
oppressive, and ought to be abolished; that paupers whose
estates do not exceed thirty pounds currency value ought
not to be assessed for the support of Government, but every
otber person in the State ought to contribute his proportion
of publick taxes for the support of Government ,according to
his 'actual worth in real or personal property within this
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State; yet fines, duties, 01'taxes, may properly apd justly be
imposed or laid with a political view rot the good govern-
ment and benefit of the community.
, "14. That sanguinary laws ought to be avoided, as far
as is consistent with the safety of the State; and no law to
inflict cruel and unusual pains and penalties ought to be
made, in any case; 01'at any time hereafler.

"15. That retrospective laws, punishing [acts committed
before the existence of such laws, and by them only declared
criminal, are oppressive, unjust, and incompatible with lib-
erty; wherefore no ex post facto law ought to be made.

"16. That nO law to attaint particular persons of treason
or felony, ought to be made in any case, or at any time
hereafter.

"17. That every freeman for every injury done to him
in his goods, lands, or person, ought to have remedy by the
course of the law of the land, and ought to have justice
and right, Ii-eelywithout sale, fully without any denial, and
speedily without delay, according to the law of the land.

"18. That the trial of facts where they arise is one of
the greatest securities of the lives, liberties, and estate of the
people.

"19. That in all criminal prosecutions, every man hath
a right to be informed of the accusation against him, to have
a copy of the indictment or charge in due time (if required)
to prepare for his defence, to be allowed counsel, to Le con-
fronted with the witne.sses against him, to have process for
his witnesses, to eumine the witnesses for and against him
on oath! and to a speedy trial by an impartial jury, without
whose unanimous consent he ought not to be found guilty.

"20. That no man ought to be compelled to give evi-
dence against himself in a court of common law, or in any
other court, but in slich Cqses only as have been usually
practised in this State.

"21. That no freeman ought to be taken, or imprisoned,
or disseized of his freehold, liberties, or privileges, or out-
lawed, or exiled, or in any manner destroyed, or deprived
of his life, liberty, or property, but by the lawful judgment
of his peers, or by the law of the land.

"22. That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor
excessi\'e fines imposed, nor cruel or unusual punishments
inflicted by the courts of law.

"23. That all warrants without oath, or affirmation of a
person conscientiously scrupulous of taking an oath, to
search suspected places, or to seize any person, or his pro-
perty, are grievous and oppressive; and all general warrants
to search suspected places, or to apprehend all persons sus-
pected, without naming or =describing the place, or any
person in special, are illegal, and ought not to be granted.

"24. That there ought to be no forfeiture of any part of
the estate of any person for any crime except murder or
treason against the State, and then only on conviction and
attainder.

"25. That a well-regulated militia is the proper and
natural defence of a free Government.

"26. That standing armies are dangerous to liberty, and
ought not to be raised or kept up without consent of the
Legislature.

.'

" 27. That in all cases and at all times the military ought
to be under strict subordination to, and control of, the civil
power.

"28. That no soldier ought to be quartered in any house
in time of peace without the consent of the owner, and in
time of war in such manner only as the Legislature shall
direct.

"29. That no person except regular soldiers, mariners,
and marines in the service of this State, or militia when in
actual service, ought in imy case to be subject to, or pun-
ishable by, martial law. ii;

"30. That the independency and uprightness of Judges
are essential to (he impartial administration of justice, and a
great security to the rigbts and liberties. of the people;
wherefore the Chancellor and all Judges and Justice'Sought
to hold commissions during good behaviour, rem(JVableonly
for misbehavioUl',on conviction in a court of law, or by a
vote of the Legislature. That salaries liberal, but not pro-
fuse, ought to be secured to the Chancellor and the Judges,
during the continuance of their commissions, and reasol1able
salaries, or fees, allowed to the officers: no Chancellor or
Judge ought to hold any other office, civil or military, or
receive fees or perquisites of any kind.

.
H 31. That a long continlHlriCein the first executive de-

partments of power or trust is dangerous to liberty; a rotation,
therefore, in tbose departments is one of the best securities of
permanentfreedom. .

"32. That no person holding a place of profit, or receiving
any part of the profits thereof, or receiving tbe profits Orany
part of the profits arising bn any agency for the supply of
cJothing or provisions for the Army br Navy, or holding any
office under the United States or any of them, or a mil)ister
or preacher of the Gospel of any denomination, or any peT-
son employed in the regular land 'Service, or marine, of this
or the United States, dught to have a seat in the Legis]ature
or the Council of this State.

"33. That no person ought to hold at the same time
more than one office of profit, nor ought any person in pub-
lick tmst to receive any present from any foreign Prince or
State, or from the United States, or any of them, without
the approbation of this State.

"34. That as it is the duty of every man to worship
God in such manneras he thinks most acceptable to him,
all persons professing the Cnristian religion are equally en-
titled to protection in their religious liberty; wherefore no
person ought by any law to be molested in his person or
estate on account o[ his religious persuasion or profession, or
for his religious practice, unless under colour of religion any
man shall disturb the good order, peace, or safety of the
State, or shall infringe the laws of morality, or injure others
in their natUral, civil, or religious rights; nor ought any per-
son to be compelled to frequent or maintain, or contribute,
unless on contract, to maintain any place of worship, or
ministry; but the churches, chapels, glebes, and all other
property now belonging to the Church of England, ought to
remain to the Ch!]rch of England forever. And all acts of
Assembly lately passed for collecting moneys for building or
repairing particular churches or chapels of ease, shall con-
tinue in force and be executed, unless the Legislature shall
by act supersede or repeal the same; but no County Court
shall assess any quantity of tobacco or sum of money here-
after, on the application of any vestrymen or church-wardens;
and every incumbent of the Church of England who hath
remained in his parish and performed his duty shall be en-
titled to receive the provision and support established by the
act entitled' An act for the support of the clergy of the
Church of England in this Province,' till thenext November
court to be held for the COQnty in which his parish shall
lie, or partly lie, or for such time as he hath remained, in his
parish and performed his duty. ,

"35. That every gift, sale, aT devise of lands to any min-
iSJer,publick teacher, or preacher of the Gospel, as such, or .
any religious sect, order, or denomination, or to or for the
support, use, or benefit of, or in trust for, any minister, pub-
lick teacher, or preacher of the Gospel, as such,onmy teli-
gious sect, order, or denomination; and every gift or sale of
goods or chattels, to go in succession, or to take place after
the death of the seller or donor, to or for such support, use,
or benefit; and also every devise of goods or chattels to, or
to or for the support, use, or b~nefit of, any minister, publick
teacher, or preacher of the Gospel, as such, or any religious
sect, order, or denomination, without the leave of the Legis-
lature, shall be void; except always any sale, gift, lease, or
devise of any quantity of land not exceedinltwo acres, for
a church, meeting, or other house of worship, and for a
burying-ground, which shall be improved, enjoyed, or used
only for such purpose, or such sale, gift, lease, or devise
shall be void.

"36. That no other .test or qualification ol1gnt to be re-
quired on admission to any officeof trust or profit, than such
oath of support and fidelity to this State, and such oath or
office as shall be directed by this Convention or the Legis-
lature of this State, and a declaration of a belief in the
Christian religion.

"37. That the City of Annapolis ought to have all its
rigbts, privileges, and benefits, agreeable to its charter and
the acts of Assemb]y confirming and regulating the same;
subject, nevertheless, to such alterations as may be made by
this Convention or any future Legislature.

"38. That the liberty of the press ought to be inviolab]y
preserved.

"39. That monopolies are odious, contrary to the spirit
of a free Government, and the principles of commerce, and
ought not to be suffered.
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"40. That no title of nobil~y or hereditary honours
ollght to be granted in this State.

"41. That the subsisting resolves of this and the several
Conventions held for this Colony ought to be in force as
law!, unless altered by this Convention or the Legislature
of this State.

"42. That this Declaration of Rights, or the form of
Government to be established by this Convention, or any
part of either of them, ought not to be altered, changed or
abolished by the Legislature of this State, but in such man-

. ner as this Convention shall prescribe and direct."
In progression on reading tbe Declaration of Rights, the

question was put, That the third article thereof be concurred
with? Resolved in the affirmative.

AFFIRMATIVE.
Mr. Bayly,

Shere~ine,
Edelen,
BeaU,
StuH,
J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,
Gilpin,
D.Bmith,
Brevard,
Ringgold,
EarJe,
T. Wright,
Kent,

NEGATIVE.
Mr. Fitzhugh, Mr. Ridgely,

J. MackaU, Deye,
Williams, Stevenson,
Fischer, Shepherd,
Schriver, Bond,

In progression on reading the Declaration of Rights, on
motionoCMr.S. Chase, the question was put, That instead
of the sixth article, the following be substituted, "That the
legislative, executive, and judicial powers of Government,
or any two of them, ought not to be vested in the same
man or body of men?" Carried in the negative.

The question was then put, that th(' sixth article be con-
curred with? Resolved in the affirmative.

AFFIRMATIVE.
Mr. Sheredine,

Schriver,
BeaU,
Ridgely,
Deye,
Steveuson,
Shepherd,
J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,
Bond,

NEGATIVE.
Mr. Barnes, Mr. Paca,

Fenwick, CarroH,
Plater, Edelen,
Jordan, Stull,
Dent, Gilpin,
B. Hall, D. Smith,
Sprigg, T. Wright,
Marbury, Bruff,
J. Hall, S. Wright,
S. Chase, Murray,

In progression on reading the Declaration of Rights, Of!
motion of Mr. Fitzhugh, the question was put, That the
latter part of the thirteenth article, which follows in these
words-,"yet fines, duties, or taxes may properly and justly
be imposed oriaid with a political view, for the good gov-
ernmeniand benefit of the community," be struck Ol1t?
Carried in the negative.

AFFIRMATIVE.
Mr. Schriver,

Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,

NEGATIVE.
Mr. Barnes, Mr.J. Wilson,

Fenwick, Fischer,
Plater. Sheredine,
Jordan, Ede]en,
Dent, BeaU,
Parnham, Stull,
Grahame, J. Smith,
B. Hall, J. T. Chase.
Sprigg, H. Wilson,
Marbury, Archer,
Hammond, Gilpin,
J. Hall, Ewmg,
Worthington, D. Smith,
S. Chase, Brevard,
Paca, Ringgold,
Carroll, Earle,

Adjourned till three o'clock.

Mr. Barnes.
Fenwick,
Jordan,
Dent,
Parnham,
B. Hall,
Sprigg,
Marbury,
Hammond,
J. Hall,
Worthington,
S. Chase,
Paca,
Carroll,
J. Wilson,

Mr. Parnham,
Graham,
Fitzhugh,
J. MackalJ,
Hammond,
Worthington,
J. Wilson,
Burly,
Wllhams.
Fischer,

Mr. Fitzhugh,
J. Mackall,
Bay-I}',
Wllhams,

Mr. Bruff,
S. Wright,
Edmondson,
Gibson,
Murray,
Potter,
Mason,
Dickinson,
Johnson.
Gust. Scott,
Geo. Scott,
Horsey,
Chaille,
Mitchell.

Mr. H. Wilson,
Love,
Archer,
Ewing.

Mr. H. Wilson,
Love,
Archer,
Ewing,
Brevard,
Ringgold,
Earle,
Kent,
Edmondson,
Gibson.

Mr. Potter,
Mason.
Dickinson,
Johnson,
Gust. Scott,
Geo. Scott,
Horsey,
Chaille,
Mitchell.

Mr. Shepherd,
Bond,
Love.

Mr. T. Wright,
Kent,
Bruff,
S. Wright,
Edmondson,
Gibson,
Murray,
Potter,
Mason,
Dickinson,
Johnson,
Gust. Scott,
Geo. Scott,
Horsey,
Chaille,
Mitchell.

Post Meridiem. Convention met.
Mr. Murray has leave of absence on account of the sick-

ness of his family.
In progression on reading the Declaration of Rights, on

motion of Mr. Earle, the question was put, That in the
nineteenth article the words" or affirmation" be inserted
after th~ word "oath?" Carried in the negati ve.

AFFIRMATIVE.
Mr. Ridgely,

Deye,
Stevenson,
Shepherd,
J.Smith,
Bond.
H. Wilson,

Mr. Fitzhugh,
J.Mackall,
Hammond,
J. Wilson,

- BarIl"
Wllhams,
Fischer,
Schriver,

Mr. Love,
Archer,
Gilpin,
Ewmg,
Brevard,
Earle,
Edmondson.

NEGATIVE.
"Mr. Barnes, Mr.S. Chase,

Fenwick, Paca,
Plater, Carroll,
Jordan, Sheredine,
Dent, Edelen,
Parnham, Beall,
Grahame, Stull,
B. Hall, J. T. Chase,
Sprigg, D. Smith,
Marbury, Ringgold,
J. Hall, T. Wright,
Worthington, Kent,

The order of the day, that the Con vention will resol ve
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider further of
the form of Government for this Sta.te, being read, the same
was referred till to-morrow.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Mr.S. Wright,
Potter,
Mason,
Bruff,
Dickinson,
Johnson,
Gust. ~cott,
Geo. Scott,
Horsey.
Chaille,
Mitchell.

Friday, November 1, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday,
except Mr. Murray.

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
Mr. Sheredinehas leave of absence for a few days.
Mr. Bowie appeared in the House.
The Convention being informed that Mr. Robert Peter

and Mr. Thomas Richardspn were attending, in consequence
of an order of the 24th of October last,

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to take the
Deposition of John House, relating to the facts contained
in their Letter of the 16"th of October to Mr. Johnson, and
by him communicated to this House; and that Mr. Gust.
Scott, Mr. J. T. Chase,and Mr. T. Wright, be a Com-
mittee for that purpose.

The Convention resumed thf consideration of the Decla-
ration of Rights; and on motion of Mr. Paca, That in the
thirtieth article the words" removable only for misbeha-
viour on conviction in a court of law, or by a vote of the
Legislature," be struck out, and the following inserted:
"and the said Chancellor and Judges shall be removed for
misbehaviour, on conviction in a court of law, and may
be removed by the Governour upon the address of the Gen-
eral Assembly," an amendment was proposed by Mr. Ewing,
that the word" shall" be inserted instead of the word
"may;" on which amendment the question was put, and
carried in the negative.

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Schriver,
Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,
Shepherd,
Bond,
H. Wilson,

Mr. Fitzhugh,
J. Mackall,
Bowie,
Hammond,
Worthington,
J. Wilson,
Williams,
Fischer,

Mr. Love,
Archer,
Ewing,
Brevard,
Kent.
Edmondson,
Gibson.

NEGATIVE.
Mr. Barnes, Mr. Paca, Mr. Earle,

Fenwick, Carroll, T. Wright,
Plater, BayJy, ~ S. Wri~ht,
Jordan, Sheredine, Potter,
Dent, Edelen, Mason,
Parnham, Beall, Dickinson,
Grahame, Stull, Johnson,
B. Hall, J. Smith, Gust. Scott,
SP

.

rigg, J. T. Chase, Geo. Scott,
Marbury, Gilpin, Horsey,
J. HaU, D. Smith, ChaiJIe,
S. Chase, Ringgold, Mitchel].

An amendment was then offered as an addition to the
first words proposed to be inserted, as follows: "Provided
that two-thirds of all the rpembers of each House concur.
in such address;" upon which the question was pllt, and
resolved in the affirmative.
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Mr. Barnes,
Fenwick,
Plater,
Jordan,
Dent,
Grahame,
B.Hall,
Sprigg,
Marbury,
S. Chase,
Paca,

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Carroll,
Sheredine,
Edelen,
Beall,

,

Stull,
J.Smith,
J. T. Chase,
Ringgold,
Earle,
T. Wright,

Mr. Kent,
Gibson,
Potter,
Mason,
Dickinson,
Johnson,
Gust. Scott,
Geo. S~.ott,
Chaille,
Mitchell.

NEGATIVE.

Mr. Parnham, Mr. Williams, Mr. Archer,
Fitzhugh, Fischer, Gil{'in,
J. Mackall, Ridgely, Ewmg,
Bowie, Deye, D. Smith,
Hammond, Stevenson, Brevard,
J. Hall, Shepherd, S. Wright,
Worthington, Bond, Edmondson,
J. Wilson, H. Wilson, Horsey,
Bayly, Love, Schriver.

The question was then put on the proposition so amended,
and resolved in the- affirmative.

In the same article, on motion of Mr. Fitzhugh, the
question -was put, That the words" that salaries liberal, but
not profuse, ought to be secured to the Chancellor and the
Judges during the continuance of their commissions" be
struck out, and the words, "that a liberal salary ought to
be secured to the Chancellor during his continuance in office,
and that the Judges be paid per diem for their services
during their term of sitting," be inserted? Carried in the
negative. '

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Williams,
Schriver,
Ridgely,
Deye,

NEGA'J'IVE.

Mr. Barnes, Mr. Carroll,
Fenwick, J. Wilson,
Plater, Bayly,
Jordan, Sheredine,
Dent, Edelen,
Parnham, Beall,
Grahame, J. Smith,
B. Hall, J. T. Chase,
Sprigg, Arcqer,
Marbury, Gilpin,
J. Hall, D. Smith,
W orthingtoJl, Brevard,
S. Chase, RiI)ggold,
Paca, Earle,

On motion of Mr. J. Hall,
Resolved, That the words" in such manner and at such

time as the Legislature shall hereafter direct, upon consid-
eration of the circumstances of this State," be inserted in
the thirtieth article, after the words" their commissions,"
and that the words" and reasonable salaries or fees allowed
to the officers," be struck out.

The order of the day, that this Convention will resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider further of
the form of Government for this State, being read, the same
was referred till to-morrow.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine D'clock.

Mr. Fitzhugh,
J. Mackall,
Bowie,
Hammond,

~r. Shepherd,
Bond,
Ewing.

Mr. T. Wright,
Kent, .
Bruff',
S. Wright,
Edmondson,
Gibson,
Potter,
Mason,
Dickinson,
Johnson,
Gust. Scott,
Geo. Scott,
Chaille,
Mitchell.

Saturday, November 2, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday,
except Mr. Sheredine.

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
Mr. T. Smyth appeared in the House.
Mr. Ringgold and Mr. H. Wilson have leave of absence

for a few days on account of particular private business.
Mr. Shepherd and Mr. Ewing have leave of absence on
account of sickness.

In progression on reading the Declaration of Rights, on
motion of Mr. Gust. Scott, the question was put, That after
the words" on contract to maintain," in the thirty-fourth
article, the following be inserted: "any particular place of
worship, or any particular ministry; yet the Legislature may,
in their discretion, lay a general and equal tax for the sup-
port of tbe Christian religion, leaving to each individual
the power of appointin'g the payment over of the money
collected from him, to the support of any particular place
of worship or minister, or for the benefit of the poor of his
own denomination, or the poor in general of any particular
county;" and that the words" any place of worship or
ministry" be struck out? Resolved in the affirmative.

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. J. Hall,
Worthington,
S. Chase,
Paca,
Carroll,
J. Wilson,
Bayly,
Edelen,
J. T. Chase,
Earle,
T. Smyth,
T. Wright,
Kent,
Bruff,

NEGATIVE.

Mr. WiHiams, Mr. Deye, Mr. Love,
Fischer, Stevenson, ArclTer,
Schriver, Shepherd, GilJ?in,

'Beall, J. Smith, EWlOg,
Stull, Bond, D. Smith,
Ridgely, H. Wilson, Brevard.

On motion of Mr. Williams, the question was put, That
the following be an article in the Declaration of Rights:
"That the practitioners of the law being suffered to take,
receive, or demand exorbitant fees for their services, or any
other than are provided by an act of Assembly, or may
hereafter be provided by an act of the Legislature of this
State, is injurious and oppressive to the good people thereof,
and ought to be prevented ?" Cirried in the negative.

AFFIRMATIVE.

.

Mr. Barnes,
Fenwick,
Plater,
Jordan,
Dent,
Parnham,

, Grahame,
Fitzhugh,
J. Mackall,
Bowie,
B. Hall,
Sprigg,
Marbury,
Hammond,

Mr. Fitzhugh,
J. Mackall,

Mr. Barnes,
Fenwick,
Plater,
Jordan,
Dent,
Parnham,
Grahame,
Bowie,
B.Hall,
Sprigg,
Marbury,
Hammond,
J. Hall,
Worthington,
S. Chase,
Paca,

.

Mr.S. Wright,
Edmondson,
Gibson,
Potter,
Mason,
Dickinson,
Johnson,
Gust. Scott,
Geo. Scott,
Horsey,
Chaille,
Bishop,
Mitchell.

Mr. Fischer,
Ridgely,

NEGATIVE.
Mr. Carroll,

J. Wilson,
Edelen, .
Beall ,
Stull,
J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,
Archer,
Gilrin,
Ewmg,
D.Smith,
Brevard,
Earle,
T. Smyth,
T. Wright,

Mr. Deye,
Stevenson.

Mr. Kent,
Bruff,
S. Wright,
Edmondson,
Gibson,

. Potter,
Mason,
Dickinson,
Johnson,
Gust. Scott,
Geo. Scott,
Horsey,
Chaille,
Bishop,
Mitchell.

Mr. Jordan has leave of absence on account of the sick-
ness of his family.

Adjourned till three o'clock.

Post Meridiem. Convention met.
. .

In progression on reading the Declaration of Rights, on
motion of Mr. Earle, That the following be inserted as an
article therein? "That all persons who, from religious scru-
ples, esteem it unlawful to take an oath on any occasion,
may be allowed to make their solemn appeal or affirmation
in all civil and crilPinal cases, in such manner as their
religious principles have induced them to point out for the
attestation of the truth." The previous question was called
for and put, Whether the above question be now put?
Carried in the negati ve. .

It was then moved by Mr. Johnson, that the following
be inserted as an article in the Declaration of Rights:

" That the manner of administering an oath to any person
ought to be such as those of the religious persuasion, pro-
fession, or denomination of which such person is one, gen-
erally esteem the most effectual confirmation by the attesta-
tion of the Divine Being; and that the people called
Quakers, tho~e called Dunkers, and those called Menonists,
holding it unlawful to take an oath on any occasion, ouo-ht
to be allowed to make their solemn affirmation, in the m:n-
ner that Quakers have been heretofore- allowed to affirm,
and to be of the same avail as an oath, in all such cases as
the affirmation of Quakers hath been allowed and accepted
within this State, instead of an oath. And further, on such
affirmation, warrants to search for stolen goods, orthe appre-
hension or commitment of offenders, ought to be granted,
or security for the peace awarded, and Quakers, Dunkel's, ""
or Mp.nonists, ought also, on their solemn affirmation as
aforesaid, to be admitted as witnesses in all criminal cases
not capital." To which an amendment was proposed by
Mr. S. Cha.~e,to strike out the latter part of the proposed arti-
cle, which follows in these words: "And Q~akers, Dun-
kel's, or Menonists, ought also on their solemn affirmation as
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aforesaid, to be admitted as witnesses in all criminal cases
not capita!." On which amendment the question was put,
and carried in the negative.

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Sprig~,
Marbury,
S. Chase,
T. Wright,
Dickinson,
Gust. Scott,

NE;GATIVE.

Mr. Schriver,
BeaU,
Stull,
Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,
J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,
Love,
Archer,
Gilpin,
Ewing,

Mr. Barnes,
Fenwick,
Dent,
Parnham,
Grahame,
Bowie,

Mr. Geo. Scott,
Horsey,
Chaille,
Bishop,
MitchelI.

Mr. D. Smhh,
Brevard,
Earle,
T. Smyth,
Kent,
Bruff,
S. Wright,
Edmondson,
Gibson,
Potter,
Mason,
Jolms()n.

Mr. Plater,
Ii'itzhugh,
J. MackalI,
Hammond,
J. HaJl, .
Worthington,
Paca,
CarroJl,
J. Wilson,
Bar.ly,
Williams,
Fischer,
Edelen,

The question was thell. put on the whole article, and
resolved in the affirmative.

The order of the day, that the Convention will resolve
itself into a Committee of th~ Wbole, to consider further of
the form of Government for this State, being read, the same
was referred till to-morro~.

Convention a.djournstill to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Sunday, November 3,1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday,
except Mr. Ringgold, Mr. H. Wilson, Mr. Shepherd, Mr.
Jordan, Mr. Potter, Mr. J. Mackall, Mr. B. Hall, Mr.
Sprigg, MJ. H£Jmmond,and Mr. J. Wilson.

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
On motion of Mr. T. Wright, That the following be. in-

serted as an !utide in the D~laration of Rights: "That if
the Eastern or Western-Shore. shall hereafter judge it for
their interest and happiness to separate from the other, their
right so \0 do is hereby acknowledged." An amendment
was proposed by Mr. Ewing, to be insert.fdafter the words
"that if," in the words following; "a majority of quali6ed
voters in elections in every County on." Upon which
amendment the question was put, and resolved in the affirm-
ative. The question on the article so amended was then
moved for, and the previous question called for and put,
Whether the said question be now put? Carried in the
negative.

Mr. Archer,
Earle,
T. Smyth, .
T. Wright,
Rent.
Bruff,

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. S. Wright,
:E!lmondson,
Gibson,
Mallon,
Dickinson,
Gust. Scott,

Mr. Geo. Scott,
H()rscy.
Chaille,
Bishop,
Mitchell.

NEGATIVE.

Mr. Fel1wick, Mr. Pac.a, Mr. Daye,
Plater, Carroll, Stevens9n,
Dent, Bar.ly. J. Smith,
Parnhllm, Wdhal1J8, Bond,
Grahllme, Ii'ischer, Love,
Fitzhugh, Edelen, Gilpin,
Bowie. S.,hriver, Ewing.
Marbury, Beall, D. Smith,
J. Hall, Stull, Brevard,
Worthington, Rid'ge!y, Johnson.

The Convention having gone through the Declaration of
Rights, paragraph by paragraph, the same was amended,
and agreed to as follows:

.

.. THE DECLARATION OF RIGHTS.

"The Parliament of Great Britain, by a declaratory act,
having assumed a right to make laws to bind the Colonies
in all cases whatsoever, and in pursuance of suc!J claim en.
deavoured by force of arms to.subjugate the Unittd ColQnies
to an unconditional submission to their will and power, and
having at length constrained them to declare themselves
Independent States, and to assume government under the
authority of the People: Therefore we, the Delegates of
Maryland, in free and full Convention assembled, taking into
our most serious consideration the best means of establishiI1O'. . . . 00 00 ..

..'

'"a good Constitution in this State, for the surer foundation,
and more permanent security thereof, Declare,

"~. That aU Government of right originates from the

people, is founded in compact only, and instituted solely for
the good of the whole. .

"2. That the people of this State ought to have the sale
and exclusive right of regulating the internal government
and police thereof.

"3. That the inhabitants of Mar¥land are entitled to the
common law of England, and the trial by jury, according to
the course of thaJ law, and to the benefit of such of the
ljJglish ~tat~tes as existe.d at the time of their first e~igra.
tlon, and-whlch by experience have been found apphcable
to their local and other circumstances, and of such othel'6 as
ha ve been since made in England 01'Great Britain, and ha va
been introduced, used. and practised by the courts of law or
equity; and also to all acts of Assembly in force on the first
of June, seventeen hundred and seventy-four, except stich
as may have since expired, or have been, or may be altered
by acts ofCor)\'ention, or this Declaration of Rights; subject
nevertheless to the revision of, and amendment or repeal by,
the Legislature of this State; and the inhabitants of Maryland
are also entitled to all property derived to them from or
under the charter granted by his Majesty Charles the First,
to CaxiUus Calvert, Baron of Baltimore. .

"4. That all persons invested with the Legis]ative or
Executive. powers of Government, are the trustees of the
publick, and as such accountable for their conduct; where.
fore, whenever the ~nds of Government are perverted, and
publick liberty maoifestly endangered, and all other mean$
of redress are ineffectual, the people may, and of right ought
to reform the old, or establish a new Government; the doc-
trine of non-resistance against arbitrary power and oppres-
sion, is absurd, slavish, and destructive of the good and
happiness of mankind.

"5. That the right in the people to participate in the
Legislature is the best security of liberty, and the foundation
of all free Government; for this purpose elections ought to
be free and frequent, and every man having property in, a
commop. intr;Jrestwith, and an attachment to, the commu-
nity, ought to have a right of suffi'age.

"6. That the Legislative, Executive, and Judicial pow.
ers of GO\'ernment, ought to be forever separate aod djstinct
from each other.

"7. That no power of suspending laws, or the execution,
of laws, unlessby or derivedfromthe Legislature,ought to
be exereised or allowed.

"8. That freedom of speech, and debates, or proceedings,
in tbe Legislature, ought not to be impeached in any other
court or judicature. .

"9. That a place for the meeting of the Legislature
ought to be fixed, the most convenient to the members
thereof, and to the depository of the publick records, and the
Legislature ought not to be convened or held at any other
place but from evident necessity.

,e10. That for the redressof grievances,and for amend.
ing, strengthening and preserving the laws, the Legislature
ought to be frequently convened.

"II. That every man hath a right to petition the Legis.
lature fcJtthe redress of grievances, in a peaceable and orderly
manner.

"12. That no aid, charge, tax, burthen, fee,or fees, ought
to be set, rated, or levied, under any pretence, without the
consent of the Legislaturi'.

"13. That the levying ta.xes by the poll is grievous and
oppressive, and ought to be abolished; that paupers ought
not to be assessedfor the snppOltof Government, butevery
other person in the State ought to contrihute his proportion
of publick taxes for the support of Government according to
his actual worth in real or personal property within this
State; yet fines, duties, or taxes may properly and justly be
imposed or laid with a political view for the good govern-
ment and benefit of tbe commnnity.

"14. That sanguinary laws ought to be avoided, as far
as is consistentwith the safetyof the State; and no law to
inflictcruel and unusual pains and penalties ought to be made
in any case, or at any time hereafter.

"15. That retrospective laws, punishing facts committed
before the existence of such laws, and by them only declared
criminal, are oppressive, unjust, and incompatible with lib-
erty; wherefore no err:post facto law ought to be made.

"16. That no law to attaint particular persons of treason
or felony,ought to be made in any case, or at any time
hereafter.
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"17. That every freeman for any injury done to him in persons professing the Christian religion are equally entitled
his person or property, ought to have remedy by the course to protection in their religious liberty; wherefore no person
of the law of the land, and ought to have justice and right, ought by any law to be molested in his person or estate on
freely without sale, fully without any denial, and speedily account of his religious persuasion or profession, or for his
without delay, according to the law of the land.

.

religious practice, unless under colour of religion any man

"18. That the trial of facts where they arise, is one of shall disturb the good order, peace, or safety of the State,
the greatest securities of the lives, liberties, aod estate of or shall infringe the laws of morality, or injure others ill their
the people. . natural, civil, or religious rights; nor ought any person to be

" 19. That in all criminal prosec.utions,every man"hath compelled to frequent or maintain, or contribute, unJe~son
a right to be informed of the accusation against him, to have contract, to maintain any particular place of worship, or any
a copy of the imiictment or charge in due time (if required) particular ministry; yet the Legislature may in theil'discre-
to prepare for his defence, to he allowed counsel, to be con- tion lay a general and equal tax for the support of the
fronted with the witnessesagai~t him, to have process for Christian religion, leaving to each individual the power of
his witnesses, to examine the witnesses for and against him appointing the payment over of the money coJlected from
on oath, and to a speedy trial by an impartial jury, without bim, t9 the support of any particular place of worship or
wbose unanimous consent he ought not to be found guilty. minister j or for the benefitoffthe poorof his own denomi-

"20. That no man ought to be compelled to give evi- nation,or the poor in general of aliy particularcountyj but
dence against himself in a court of common law, or in any the churches, chapels, glebes, and. all ather property now
other court,but in suchcasesas havebeen usuallypractised belongingto the Church of England, ought to remain to the
in this State, or may hereafter be directed by the Legisla- Church of England forever. And all acts o[ Assembly lately
ture. passed for collecting moneys [or building or repairing partlc-

"21. That no freeman ought to be taken, or imprisoned, ular churches or chapels of ease, shall continue in for~e and
or disseized of his [reehold, liberties, or privileges, or out- be executed, unless the Legislature shall by act supersede
lawed, or exiled, or in any manner destroyed, or deprived or repeal the same; but no County court shall assess any

. of his life, liberty, or property, but by the judgment of his quantity of tobacco or sum o[ money hereafter, on the
peers, or by the law of the land. application of any vestrymen or chl\l'ch wardens; and every

"22. That excessive bail ought not to be required,nor incumbentof the Church of England wbo hatb remained
excessive fines imposed, nOlOcruel Qr unusual puflishments in his parish and performed his duty, shall be entitled to
inflicted by the court of law. receive the provision and support established by the act

"23. That all warrants without oath or affirmation, to entitled' An act for the support of the Clergy of the Church
search suspected places, or to seize any person, or property, of England in this Province,' till the November court of this
are grievous and oppressive; and aJl general warrants to present year, to be held for the' County in which his parish
search suspected places, or to apprehend suspected persons, shal\ lie, or partly lie, or [or such time as he hath remained
without naming or describing the place, or the person in in his parish and performed his duty.
special, are iIJegal, and ought not to be granted. "34. That every gift, sale, or devise of lands to any

"24. That there ought to be no forfeiture of any part of minister, publick teacher, or preacher of the Gospel, as .
the estate of any person for any crime except murder or such, ar to any religious sect, order or denomination, or to '

treason against the State, and then only on conviction and or for the support, use or genefit of, or in trust for, any min-
attainder. istel', pub]ick teacher or preacher of the G~spel, as such, or

"25. That a well-regulated Militia is the proper and any religious sect, order ar denomination; and every gift or
natural defence of a free Government. sale of goods or chattels, to go in succession, or to take

('26. That standing armies are dangerous to liberty, and place after the death of the seHer or donor, to or [or su~h
ought not to be raised 01' kept up without consent o[ the support, u~e or benefit; and also every devise of goods or
Legislature. chattels to, or to or for the support, use or benefit of any

"27. That in all cases and at all times the military ought minister, publick teacher or preacher of the Gospel, as such,
to be under strict subordination to, and control of, the civil or any religious sect, order or denomination, without the
power. . leave of the Legislature, shall be void; except always any

"28. That no soldier ought to be quartered in any house sale, gift, lease or devise.of any quantity of land not exceed-
in time of peace without the consent of the owner, and in ing two acres, for a church, meeting, or other house of wor-
time of war in such manner only as the Legislature shall direct. ship, and for a burying-ground, which shall be improved,

"29. That no person except regular soldiers, mariners enjoyed, or used only for such purpose, or such sale, gift,
and marines in the service of this State, or Militia when in lease, or devise shall be void.
actual service, ought in any case to be subject to, or punish- "35. That no other test or qualification ought tpbe
able by, martiallaw..~ required on admission to any office of trust or profit, than

"30. Thauhe independency and uprightness of Judges such oath of support and fidelity to this State, and such
are essential to the impaI'tial administration of justice, and a oath of office as shall be directed by this Convention or the
great security to the rights and liberties of the people; Legislature of this State, and a declaration of a belief in
wherefore the Chancellor and al1 Judges ought to hold com- the Christian religion.
missionsduringgoodbeha viour; and thesaidChancellorand" 36. That tile man.nerof admi[}isteringIInoath to any
Judges shall be removed for misbehaviour, on convietion in perSbn ought to be such as those of the religious persqasion,
a coOrtof law, and may be removed by the Governour upon profession or denomination of which such person .is one,
the address of the General Assembly, provided that two- . generally esteem the most effectual confirmation by the
thirds of all the members of each House COllcur in such attestation of theDivine Being; and that the people caIJed
address. That salaries liberal, but not profuse, ought to be Quakers, those called Dunkel's, and those caHed MenQnists,
secured to the Chancellor and Ihe Judges, during the con- holding it unlawful to take an oath on any occasion, ought
tinu'ance of their commissions, in such manner and at such to be aHowed to make their solemn affirmation in the man-
time as the Legislature shall hereafter direct, upon consider- ner that Quakers have been heretofore allowed to atprm,
alion of the circumstances of this State: no Chancellor or and to be of the same avail as an oath in al1 such c.ases as
Judge alight to hold any other office, civil or military, or the affirmation of Quakers hath been allowed and accepted
receive fees or perquisites of auy kind. within this State instead of an oath. And further on such

"31. That a long continuance in the first executive affirmation warrants to search for stolen goods or the appre-
departments of power or trust, is dangerous to liberty; a hension or commitment of offenders ought to be granted, or
rotation therefore in those departments is one of the best security for the peace awarded; and Quakers, Dunkel's,
securities of permanent freedom.

~
or Menonists, ought also on their solemn affirmation as

"32. That no person ought to hold at the same time aforesaid to be admitted as witnesses in all criminal cases
more than one office of profit, nor onght any person in not capital.
publick trust to receive any present from any foreign Prince, "37. Tohat the City of Annapolis ought to have all its.
or State, or from the United States, or any of them, with- rights, privileges, and benefits, agreeable to its charter and
out the approbation of this State. the acts of Assemb]y confirming and regulating the same;

"33. That as it is toe duty of every man to worship God subject, nevertheless, to such aherations as may be made by
in such mannet as he thinks most acceptable to Him, all this Convention or any future Legislature.
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"38. That the liberty of the press ought to be inviolably
preserved.

"39. That monopolies are odious, contrary to the spirit
of a free g-overnnwnt, and the principles of commerce, and
ought not to be suffered.

.'
"40. That no title of nobility or hereditary hpnours ought

to be granted in this State.
"41. That the subsisting resolves of this and the several

Conventions held for this Colony ought to be in force as
laws, unless altered by this Convention or the LegislatUre
of this State.

"4-l. That this Declaration of Rights, or the form of
Government to be established by this Convention, ~r any
part of either of them, ought not to be a1tered, changed or
abolished, by the LegislatUre of this State, but in such man-
ner as this Convention shall I'fescribe and direct."

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Convention re-
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider
further of the form of Government for this State; Mr. T.
Wright in the chair. After some time spent therein, Mr.
President resumed the chair, and Mr. 1Vright reported, that
the Committee had, according to order, taken into consid.
eration the form of Government for this State,. and had
come to several resolutions thereon, which they had directed
him to report; which he read in his .place, and afterwards
delivered them in at the table, where they were again read,
and are as follow:

"
THE CONSTITUTIOl'f AND FORM OF GOVERNMENT.

" 1. That the Legislature consist of two distinct branches,
a Senate and a House of Delegates, which shall be styled
tbe General Assembly of Maryland.

"2. That the House of Delegates shall be chosen in the
following manner: All freemen, residents of this State,
above twenty-one years of age, having a freehold of fifty
acreS of land in tbe County in which they ofter to vote, or
having property in this State above the value of thirty
pounds, current money, and havililgresided in the County in
which they offer.to vote one whole year next preceding tbe
election, shall have a right of suffrage in the election of
Delegates for such County; and aH freemen so qualified
shall, on the first Monday of October, seventeen hun-
dred and seventy-seven, and on the same day in every
year thereafter, assemble in the Counties in which t}ley are
respectively quali6,ed to vote, at the Court-Houses iri the
said Counties, or at such other place as the Legislature
shall direct; and when assembled, or the major part of such
of them as do assemble,shall elect, viva voce, four Delegates
for each County, of the most wise, sensible, and discreet of
the people, residents in the County for which they are to be
chosen one who]e year next preceding the time of election,
above twenty-one years of age, and having in the State
real and persoml property above the value of five hundred
pounds, current money.

"3. That the Sheriff of each County, or, in case of sick-
ness, his Deputy, (summoning two Justices of the County,
who are required to attend for the preservation of the peace,)
shaH be judge of the election,and may adjourn fromday
to day, if necessary, till the same be finished, so that the
whole election shaH be concluded in four days; and shaH
make bis return thereof, under his hand, to the CbancellOl'
of this State for the time being.

"4. That all persons qualified by the charter of the City
of Annapolis to vote for Burgesses, shaH, on the same first
]}Ionday of October, seventeen hundred and seventy-seven,
and on the same day in every year for ever thereafter, elect
viva voce, by a maj~rity of votes, two Delegates, qualified
agreeable to the saId charter; that the Mayor, Recorder,
and Aldermen, of the said city, or any three of them, be
judge of the election, appoint the place in the said city for
holding the same, and may adjourn from day to day as afore-
said, and shaH make return thereof as aforesaid.

"5. That all persons inhabitants of Baltimore Town, and
having the same qualifications as electors in the County,
shaH, on the same first ~Monday of October, seventef.)nhun-
dred and seventy-seven, and on the same day in every year
for ever thereafter, at such place in tbe said town as the
said judges shall appoint, eject viva voce, by a majority of
votes, two Delegates, qualified as aforesaid.

"6. That the Commissioners of the said town, or any
three or more of them, for the time being, shaH be judges

of the said election, and may adjourn as aforesaid, and
shall make return thereof as aforesaid; but the inhabitants
of the said town sbaH not be entitled to vote for Delegates
for Baltimore County, unless 'tllPY have a freehold of fifty
acres of land in the County without the limits of tbe said
town.

"7. That on refusal, death, disqualification, resignation,
or removal out of the State, of any, Delegate, or on his
becoming Governollr, or member of the Council, a warrant
of election shall issue by the Speaker for tbe election of
another in his place, of which ten days' notice at ]eflst,
e)'cluding the day of notice and the day of election, shall
be given.

"8. That not less than a majority of the Delegates, with
their Speaker, (to be chosen by them by ballot,) constitute
an House for the transacting any business other than that of
adjourning.

"9. That the House of Delegates shall judge of the elec-
tions and qualifications of Delegates.

"10. That the House of Delegates may originate all
money bills, propose bil]s to the Senate or receive tbose
offered by that bod)', and assent, dissent, or propos~ amend-
ments; that they may inquire, on the oath of witnesses,
into all complaints, grievances, and offences, as the grand
inquest of this State, and may commit any person for any
crime to the Pllblick jail, there to remain till he be discharged
by due CQurse of law; they may expel any member for a
great mi;demeanour, but not a second time for the same
cause; they may examine and pass all accounts of the State,
relating either to the collection or expenditure of the revenue,
or appoint Auditors to state and adjust the same; they may
call for all publick or official papers and records, and send
for persons, whom they may judge necessary, in the course
of their inquiries, concerning affairs relating to the publick
interest, and may direct all office bonds (which shall be made
payable to the State) to be sued for any breach of duty.

"11. That the Senate may be at full and perfect liberty
to exercise their judgment in passing laws, and that they
may not be compelled by the House of Delegates and the
publick distress, either to reject a money bill which the emer-
gency of aff.1irs may require, 01' to assent to some other act
of legislation, in tbeir conscience and judgment injurious to
the publick welfare; the House of Delegates shalJ not on
any occasion, or under any pretence, annex to, or blend
with, a money bill any matter, clause, or thing, not inHne-
diately relating to, and necessary for the imposing, assessing,
levying, or applying the taxes or supplies, to be raised for
the support of Government, or the current expenses of the
State; and to prevent altercation about such bills, it is de-
clared, that no bill imposing duties or customs for the mere
regulating of commerce, or inflicting fines for the reformation
of morals, or to enforce the execution of the laws, by which
an incidental revenue may arise, shall be accounted a money
biJI; but every bill assessing, levying, or applying taxes or
supplies for the support of Government, or the current
expenses of the State, or appropriating money in the Treas-
ury, shall be deemed a money bill.

"12. That the House of Delegates may punish, by im-
prisonment, any person who shall be guilty of a contempt in
their view, by any disorderly or riotous behaviour, ~r by
threats to, or abuse of their members, or by any obstruction
to their proceedings; they may also punish, by imprisonment,
any person who shall be guilty of a breach of privilege, by
arresting on civil process, or by assaulting any of their mem-
bers, during their sitting, or on their way to, or return from,
the House of Delegates, or by any assault of, or obstruction
to their officers, in the execution of any order or process, or
by assaulting or obstructing any witness, or any other per-
son, attending on, or on their way to or fi'om, the House, or
by rescuing any pel'son committed by the House; and the
Senate may exercise the same power, in similar cases.

"13. That the Treasurers (orte for the TfTestern and
auother for the Eastern-Shore) and the Commissioners of
the Loan Office mey be appointed by the House of DeI~-
gates during their pleasure, and in case of refu$aJ, death,
resignations, disqualification, or removal out of the State of
:lilY of th~ said Commissioners or Treasur~rs, in the recess
of the General Assernbly, the Governour, with the advice
of the Council, may appoint and cQmmission a fit and proper
person to such vacant office, to hold the same unlil the
meeting of the next General Assembly.



149 MARYLAND CONVENTION, NOVEMBER 3, 1776. 150

"
] 4. That the Senate be chosen in the following manner:

All persons, qualified as aforesaid to vote for County Dele-
gates, shall on the first Monday of September, 1781, and on
the satne day in every fifth year forever thereafter, elect
viva voce, by a majority of votes, two persons for their re-
spective Counties, qualified as aforesaid to fie elected County
Delegates, to be Electors of the Senate; and the Sheriff of
each Couoty, or in case of sickness his Deputy, (summoning
two Justices of the County who are required to attend for
the preservation of the peace,) shall hold and be judge of
the said election, and make return thereof as aforesaid.

"15. That the said Electors of the Senate meet at the
City of Annapolis, or such other place as shall be appointed
for con vening the Legislature, on the third fl'fonday in Sep-
tember, 1781, and on the same day in every fifth year for-
ever thereafter, and they, or any twenty-four of 'them so met,
shall proceed to elect, by ballot, either out of their own
body, or the people at large, fifteen Senators, (nine of whom
to be residents on the Western, and six to be residents on
the Eastern-Shore,) men of the most wisdom, experience
and virtue, above twenty-five years of age, residents of the
State above three whole years next preceding the election,
and ha ving therein real and personal property above the
value of one thousand pounds, current money.

" 16. That the Senators shall be balloted for at one and
the same tilne, and out of the gentlemen, residents of the
Western-Shure, who shall be proposed as Senators, tbe nine,
who shall on striking the ballots appear to ha\'e the greatest
numbers in their favour, shall be accordingly declared and
returned duly elected; and out of the gentlemen, residents of
the Eastern-Shore, who shall be proposed as Senators, the
si,x who shall, on striking the ballots, appear to have the
greatest numbers in their lavour, shall be accordingly declared
and returned duly elected; and if two or more, on the same
Shore, shall have an equal number of ballots in their favour,
by which the choi<;e shall Qot be determined on the first ballot,
then the Electors shall again ballot before they separate, in
which they shall be confiued to the persons who, on the first
ballot, shall have had an equal number; and they who shall
have the greatest number in their favour on the second baHot
shall be accordingly declared and returned duly elected: and
if the whole number should not thus be made up, because of
an eqtlal number on the second baUot still being in fav,Our
of two or more persons, then the election shall be determined
by lot, between those who have equal numbers; which pro-
ceedings of the Electors shall be certified under their hands
aI1d returned to the ChanceJlor for the time being.

"
17. That the Electors of Senators shall judge of the

qualifications and elections of members of their body, and
on a contested dection shaU admit t.o a seat, as an elector,
such qualified person, as shall appear to them to have the
greatest number oflegal votes in his favour.

"18. That the Electors immediately on their meeting,
and before they proceed to the election of Senators, take such
.oath or affirmation of support and fidelity to this State, as this
Convention or the Legislature shall direct, and also an .oath
Dr affirmation' to elect without favour, affection, partiality,
'or prejudice, such persons for Senators as they in their judg-
'ment and conscience believe best qualified for the office.'

"
19. That in case of refusal, death, resignation, dis-

qualification, or removal out of the State, of any Senator,
or on his becDming Governour, 01'a member of the Council,
the Senate shall immediately thereupon, or at their next
meeting thereafter, elect by baUDt, in the same manner as
the Electors are above directed to choose Senators, another
-person in his place, for the remainder of the said term of
five years.

:' 20. That not less than a majority of the Senate, with
their President, (to be chosen by them by ballDt,) shall con-
stitute an House for the transacting any business, other than
that of adjourning.

"21. That the Senate shall judge of the elections and
qualification of Senators.

"22. That the Senate may originate any other, except
money bills, to which their assent or dissent only shall be
given, and may receive any other bills from the House of
Delegates, and asse"t, dissent or propose amendments.

'.' 23. That the General Assembly meet annuaUy, on the
first j}fonday of NQvernber, and if necessary oftener.

"24. That each House shall appoint its own officers, and
settle its own rules of proceeding.

"Q5. That a person of wisdom, experience, and virtue,
shall be chosen Governour on the second j}londay of No-
vember, seventeen hundred and seventy-seven, and on the
second JJlonda!l in every year forever thereafter, by the
joint baUot of both Houses, to be taken in each House re-
spectively, deposited in a conference room, the boxes to be
examined by a joint committee of both Houses, and the
numbers severaJly reported, that the a ppointment may be
entered; which mode of taking the joint baUot of both
Houses shall be adopted in all cases. But if two or more
shall have an equal number of ballots in their favour, by
which the choice shall not be determined on the first ba]]ot,
then a second baUot shall be taken, which shaU be confined
to the persons who on the first ballot sban have had an equal
number; and if the ba]]ots should again be equal between
two or more persons, then the election of the Governour
shall be determined by lot between those who have equal
numbers.

"26. That the Senators and Delegates, on the second
Tuesday of November, seventeen hundred and seventy-
seven, and annuaUy on the second Tuesday of November
forever thereafter, elect by joint ba]]ot in the same manner
as Sena.tors are directed to be chosen, five of the most sen-
sible, discreet, and experienced men, above twenty-five
years of age, residents in the State above three years next
preceding the election, and having therein a freehold in
lands and tenements above the value of one thousand
pounds, current money, to be the Council to the Governoul',
whose proceedings shall be always entered on record, to any
part whereof any member may enter his dissent, and their
advice, if so required by the Governour, or any member of
the Council, shan be given in writing, and signed by the
members giving the same respectively; which proceedings
of the Council shan be laid before the Senate, or House of
Delegates, when called for by them, or either of them. The
Council may appoint their own Clerk, who shaH take such
oath or affirmation of support and fidelity to this State as
this Convention or the Legislature shan direct, and of se-
crecy, in such matters as he shall be directed by the Board
to keep secret. - -

"
27. That the Delegates to Congress from this State

shall be chosen annuaUy, or superseded in the mean time
by the joint baUot of both Houses of Assembly, and that
there be a rotation in sueh manner that at least two of the
number be annually changed, who shall not be eligible for
two years then next to come; and that no person who holds
any office of profit in the gift of Congress shall be eligible to
sit in Congress, but if appointed to any such office his seat
shall be thereby vacated: that no person unless above
twenty-five years of age, and a resident in this State more
than five years next preceding the election, and having real
and personal estate in this State above the value of one
thousand pounds, current money, shall be -eligible to sit in
Congress.

"28. That the Senators and Delegates, immediately on
their annual meeting, and before they proceed to any busi-
ness, and every person hereafter elected a SenqJor, or Dele-
gate, before he acts as such, shall take such oalli of support
and fidelity to this State as aforesaid, and before the election
of the Governour, or members of the Council, shall take an
.oath 'to eject, without favour, affection, pal,tiality, or preju-
'dice, such person, as Governour, 01'member of the Council,
'as they, in their judgment and conscience, believe best,

qualified for the office.'
,. 29. That the Senate and Delegates may adjourn them-

selves respectively; but if the two Houses should not agree
on the same time, but adjourn to different days, then shall
the Governour appoint and notify one .of those days or some
day between, and the Assembly shall then meet and be held
accordingly, and he shall, if necessary, by advice of the
Council, call them before the time to which they shall in any
manner be adjourned, on giving not less than ten. days notice
thereof, but the Governour shall. not adjourn the Assembly
otherwise than as aforesaid, nor prorogue or dissolve jt at any
time. -

"30. That no person unless above twenty-five years of
age, a resident in this State above five years next preceding
the election, and having in the State real and personal prop-
ertyabove the value of five thousand pounds, current money,
onNholisand pounds whereof at least to be of freehold estate,
sh,all be eligible as Governour.,

'*'
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"31. Tliat the Governour shall not continue in that office
longer than three years successively, nor be eligible as Gov-
ernour until the expiration of four years after, he shall have
been out of tbat office.

"32. That upon tbe death, resignation, or removal out?f
this State of the Governour,the first-named of tbe CouncIl,
for the time berrw, shall act as Governol1l', and qualify in the
same manner, al~J shall immediately caH a meeting of ~he
General Assembly, giving not less than fourteen days notIce
of the meeting, at which meeting a G~vernour shall be ap-
pointed in manner aforesaid, for the residue of the year.

"33. That the Governour, by and with the advice and
consent of the Council, may imbody the Militia, and when
embodied shall alone have the direction thereof, and shall
also have the direction of all the regular land and sea forces
under the laws of this State; but he shall not command in
person unless advised thereto by the Council, and then only
so long as they shall approve thereof; and may alone e~er-
cise all other the executive powers of Government, where
the concurrence of the Council is not required, according to
the laws of this State, and grant reprieves or pardons for any
crime, except in such cases where the law shaH otherwise
direct; and mar, during the recess of the General.Assem-
bly, lay embargoes to prevent the departure of any shipping,
or the exportation of any commodities, for any time not ex-
ceeding thirty days in anyone year, summoning the General
Assembly to meet within the time of the continuance of
such embargo, and may also Qrder and compel any ,:essel to
ride quarantine, if such vessel, or the port from which she
shall have come, shall, on strong grounds, be suspected to be
infected with the plague; but the Governour shall not, under
any pretence, exercise any power or prerogative, by virtue
of any law, statute, or custom of England or Great
Britain.

"34. That the Members of the Council, or any three or
more of them, when convened, shall constitute a Board for
the transacting of business; that the Governour lor the time
being shan always be the Presiden.t of .the C.ouncil, and as
such entitled to a vote on an questIOns III whIch they shall
be divided in opinion; and in the absence of the Governour
the first named of the Council shall act as Vice-President,
and as such shall also vote in all cases where the members
di~agree in their opinion. . . .

"35. That in case of refusal, death, resIgnation, disqual-
ification, or removal out of the State, by any person chosen
a member of the Council, the members thereof, immediately
thereupon, or at their next meeting thereafter, shall elect by
ballot another person, qualified as aforesaid, in his place,
for the residue of the year.

"36. Tbat the Council shaH have power to make the
great seal of this State, which shaH be kept by the Chan-
cellor for the time being, and affixed to all laws, commissions,
grants, and other publick testimonials, as has been heretofore
practised in this State.

"37. That no Senator, Delegate of the Assembly, or
Memberof the Council, shall be capable of holding any
office of pr<lfit in this State, during the time he shall act as
Senator, De1ep"ate of the Assembly, or Member of the Coun-
cil; nor shalt any Governour be capable of holding any
other office of profit in this State while he acts as such.

"38. That every Governour, Senator, Delegate to Con-
gress or Assembly, and Member of the Council, before he
acts as such, shall take an oath, 'That he will not receive, directly or indirectly, at any time, any part of the profits of,any office, held by any other personduring his acting in,

his office of Governour, Senator, Delegate to Congress or
, Assembly, or Member of the Council, or the profits, or any,

part of the profits arising on any agency, for the supply of
, clothing or provisions for the Army or Navy.'

"39. Tbat if any Senator, Delegate of the Assembly, or
Member of the Council, shall hold or execute any office of
profit,or receive directly or indirectly, at any time, the
profits or any part of the profits of any office exercised by
any other person, during his acting as Senator, Delegate of
the Assembly, or Member of the Council, his seat, on con-
viction in a court of law, by thp,oath of two crediblewit-
nesses, shall be void, and he shall suffer the punishment for
willful and corrupt perjury, or bp, banished this State for-

ever, or disqualified forever from holding any office or place
of trust or profit, as the court may adjudge.

"40. That the Chancellor, all Judges, the Attorney-

General, Clerks of the General Court, the Clerks of the
County Courts, the Register of the Land Office,and the
Register of Wills, shall bold their commissions during good
behaviour, removable only for misbehaviour, on conviction
in a court of law.

"41. That th'ere be a Register of Wills appointed for
each County, who shall be commissioned by tbe Governour,
on the joint recommendation of the Senate and House of
Delegates, and that upon the death, resignation, disqualifi-
cation, or removal out of. the County, by any Register of
Wills in the recess of the General Assembly, tbe Governour,
with the advice of the Council, may appoint and commis-
sion a fit and proper person to such vacant office, to hold
tbe same until the meeting of the General Assembly.

"42. That Sheriffs shall be-elected annually in each
County by ba]]ot, that is to say, two persons for the office
of Sherift' for each County, the one of whom haying the
majority of votes, or if both have an equal number, either of
them, at the discretion oftbeGovernour, to be commissioned
by the Governour for the said office; no person to continue
in the said office more than three s.uccessive years, or be
capable of being again elected during four years afterwards:
bond with security to be taken every year as usual, and no
Sheriff shall be qualified to act before the same is given. In
case of death, refusal, resignation, disqualification, or removal
out of the County, before tbe expiration of the year, the
other person chosen as aforesaid, shall be commissiooed by .
the Governour to execute the said office for such residue of
the year as sha]] be unexpired; the said person giving bond
with security as aforesaid, and incase of his death, refusal,
resignation,disqualification,or removal out of the County,
before the expiration of the year, the Governour, with the
advice of his Council, may nominate and commission a fit
and proper person to execute the said office for such residue
of the year as shall be then unexpired; the said person giving
bond and security as aforesaid; the election shall he held
at the same time and place appointed for the election of
Delegates,and the Justices there summoned to attend for
the preservation of the peace shall be judges thereof, and
of the qualification of candidates, who sha]] appoint a clerk
to take the bal10ts: all fi'eemenabove the age of twenty-one
years, having a freeholdof fiftyacres of land in the County
in which they offer to ballot, and residing therein, dhd all
freemen ~bove the age of twenty-one years, and having
property III tbe State above the value of thirty pounds,cur-
rent money, and having resided in the County in which tbey
offer to ballot one whole year next preceding the election,
shall have a right of suffrage; no person to be eligible to the
office of Sheriff for a County but an inbabitant of the said
County, above the age of twenty-one years, and havinO' real
and personal property in the State above the value o(

the Justices aforesaidsha]] examine the
ba]]ots, and the two candidatesproperlyqualified,having in
each County the majority of legal ballots, shall be declared
duly elected for the office of Sheriff for such County, and
returned to the Governour and Council, with a certificate of
the number of ballots for each of them..

"43. That the Judges of the General Court and Justices
of the County Courts may appoint the Clerks of their
respective courts; and in case of refusal, death, resignation,
disqualification, or removal out of the State, of the Clerk of
the General Court; in the vacation of the said court; and
in case of the'refusal, death, resignation, disqualification, or
removal out of the County of any of the said County
Clerks in tbe vacation of the County Court of which he is
Clerk, the Governour with the advice of the Council may
appoint and commission a fit and proper person to such va-
cant office respectively, to hold the same until tbe meeting
of the next General Court or County Court, as the case
may be.

"44. That the Governour for the time being, with the
advice and consent of the Council, may appoint tbe Chan-
cellor, and all Judges and Justices, the Attorney-General,
Naval officers, Qfficers in the regular land and sea service,
officers of the militia, Rp,gisters of the Land Office, Sur-
veyors, and all other civil officers of Government, (Assess-
ors, Constables, and Overseers of the Roads only excepted,)
and may also suspend or remove any civil officer who has
not a commission during good behaviour, and may suspend
any militia officer for one month, and may also suspend or
remove any regular officer in the land or sea service; and
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the Governpur may remove or suspend any militia offic~r in
pursuance of the judgment of a Court-Martial.

"45. That all civil officers, of the appointment of the
Governour and Council, who do not hold commissions during
good behaviour, shall be appointed annually in the third
week of November; but if any of them shall be reappointed,
they may continue to act without any new commission or
qua1ification; and every officer, though not reappointed,
shall continue to a.ctuntil the person who shall be appointed
and commissioned in his stead shall be qualified.

"46. That the Governour, and every member of the
Council, before they act as such, shall respectively take an
oath, , that he will not, through favpur, affection, or partiality,
'vote for any person to office, and that he will vote for such
'person as in his judgment and conscience he believes best
'qualified for the office; and that he has not made, nor will
'make, any promjse or engagement to give his vote or in-
'terest in favour of any person!

" 47. That there be two Registers of the Land Office,
one upon the Western, and one upon the Eastern-Shore;
that short extracts of the grants and certificates of the land
on the Western and Eastern-Shores respectively be made
in separate books, at the publick expense, and deposited in
the offices of the said Registers, in such manner as shall
hereafter be provided by the General Assembly.

"48. That every ChancellOJ:,Judge, Register of Wills,
Commissioner of the Loan Office, Attorney-General, She-
riff, Treasurer, Naval Officer, Register of the Land Office,
Reaister of the Chancery Court, and every Clerk of the
Co~nmon Law Courts, Surveyor, and Auditor of Publick
Accounts, before he acts as such, shall take an .oath, 'that
'he will not, directly or indirectly, receive any fee or reward,

for doing his Qffice of but what is or shall be
'allowed by Jaw, nor will directly or indirectly receive the
'profits or any part of the profits of any office held by any
'other person, and that he does not hold the same office in
'trust or for the be~fit of any other person.'

"49. That if any Governour, Chancellor, Judge, Register
of Wills, Attorney-General, Register of the Land Office,
Commissioner of the Loan Office, Register of the Chancery
Court, or any Clerk of the Common Law Courts, Treasu-
rer, Naval Officer, Sheriff, Surveyor, or Auditor of Publick
Accounts, shall receive directly or indirectly, at any time,
the pt'ofits or any part of the profits of any office, held by
any other person, during his acting in the office to which he
is appointed, his election, appointment, and commission, on
conviction in a court of law, by the oath of two credible
witnesses, shall be void, and he shall suffeJ;the punishment
for willful and corrupt perjury, or be banished this State for-
ever, or disqualified forever, from holding any office or place
of trust or profit, as the court may adjudge.

"50. That if any person shall give any bribe, present,
or reward, or any promise, or any security for the payment
or delivery of any money, or any other thing, to obtain or
procure a vote, to be Governour, Senator, Delegate to Con-
gress or Assembly, member of the Council, or Judge, or to
be appointed to any of the f'aid offices,or to any officeof
profit or trust, now created or hereafter to be created in this
State, the person giving and the person receiving the same,
on conviction in a court of law, shall be forever disqualified
to hold any office of trust or profit in this State.

"51. That every person appointed to any office of profit
or trust shall, before be enters on the execution thereof, take
the following oath, to wit: 'I, A B, do swear, That I will
'be true and filithful to the State of Maryland, and the
'government thereof, as by the Convention of Maryland, established, anil that I will, to the utmost of my power,
'support, maintain, and defend the said State and govern-
'ment thereof; and that J will use my utmost endeavours to,

disclose and make known to the Governour,. the Council,
'or some of the Judges or Justices of this State for the time, being, all treason~ and traitorous conspiracies or attempts,
which I shall know to be against this State and the govern-

'ment thereof; and I do declare, that no King, Prince, or
'State, bath, or ought to have, any power, jurisdiction,
'superioritY,Qr authority, within this State.' And shall
also subscribe a declaration of his belief in the Christian
religion.

"52. That there be a Court of Appeals, composed of
persons of integrity and sound judgment in the law, whose
judgment shall be fina] and conclusive in all cases of appeal

from the General Court, Couit of Chancery, and Court of
Admiralty: That one person of integrity and sound judg-
ment intbe law, be appointed Chancellor: That three
persons of integrity and sound judgment in the law, be
appointed Judges of the court now called the Provincial
Court; and that the same court be hereafter caned and
known by the name of The General Court; which Court
shall sit on each Shore for determining the business of each
Shore respectively.

"53. That the style of all laws run thus: 'Be it enacted
by the General Assembly of Maryland:' That all publick
commissions and grants run thus: 'The State of ft'Iaryland,
&c.,' and shall bear test by the Governour with the seal of
tbe State annexed: That all writs shall run in the same
style, and be tested, sealed, and signed as usua]: That an
indictments shall conclude, ,

Against the peace, government
and dignity of the State.'

"54. That all penalties and forfeitures, heretofore going
to the King or' Proprietary, shall go to the State, save only
such as the General Assembly may abolish or otherwise
provide for.

.

"55. That this form of Government, and the Declaration
of Rights, and no part thel'eof, shall be altered, changed, or
abolished, unless a bill so to alter, change, or abolish the
same, shall pass the General Assembly and shall be con-
firmed ,by the General Assemb]y after a new election of
Delegates, in the first session after such new election.

"56. That to introduce the new Government, an election
be held for the E]ectors of the Senate on the third .Monday
of November in this present year, and that the Elehors of
the Senate meet at Annapolis on the first Monday of De-
cember in this present year, and there choose Senators, and
that an election be held on the third Monday of December
for Delegates to serve in General Assembly, and for Sheriffs;
and that the said elections be made by such persons in the
same manner and under the same qualifications as such
elections are herein before directed to be made at the period-
ical times beforementioned; the returns of all which first
elections shall be made to the Council of Safety for the time
being, and the General Assembly shall meet at Annapolis
on the day of , and shall' in their then
session, or in such future session as they shall think proper,
choose a Go\"ernour and Council for the residue of the. year
in the manner before directed: and for filling in the first
instance only all the offices in the disposition of the Gov-
ernour with the advice of the Council, the House of Dele-
gates may also propose to the Senate a list of all officers in
the appointment of the Governour with the advice of the
Council, and on the Senate concurring therein, or in the
recommendation of any of the persons therein mentioned,
such persons so recommended shall be commissioned by the
Governour; but if the Senate shall not concur in the recom-
mendation of any of the persons proposed as aforesaid, then
shall a joint ballot of both Houses be taken in mannel'
aforesaid for persons to be recommended for such offices,
and the persons in whose favour such ballot shall pass shall
be commissioned as aforesaid."

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Monday, November 4,1776.

Convention met. An Members present as on yesterday.
The Proceedings of yesterday were read.

Mr. Barnes, Mr. J. Mackall, Mr. B. Mackall, Mr. B.
Hall, Mr. Sprigg, Mr. Hammond, Mr. S. Chase, Mr. J.
T. Chase, and Mr. J. Wilson, appeared in the House.

On motion of Mr. Gustavus Scott, That all civil officers
now in commission for this State under the old form of Gov-
ernment, shall continue to act in their (espective depart-
ments until others shall be appointed and commissioned in
their stead by the Legislature, or Executive power of this
State, and qualjfied to act? An amendment was proposed
in the words [ollowing, "and that the County courts aS$ess
the County charges as usual." On which amendment the
question was put, and resolved in the affirmative.,

AFFIRMATIVE.
Mr. Barnes, Mr, Fitzhugh,

Fenwick, J. Mackall,.
Plater, Marbury,
Dent, W orlhington,
Parnham, Paca,
Grahame, Carroll,

Mr.v. Wilson,
Edelen,
Beall,
Stull,
J. Smith,
Arch.er,
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Mr. Ewing,
D. Smith.
Brevard,
Earle,
T. Smyth,
T. Wright,
Kent,

Mr. Bruff,
S. Wright,
Edmondson,
Gibson,.
Mason,
Dickinson,
Johnson,

NEGATIVE.
Mr. Ridgely,

Deye,
Stevenson,

Mr. Fitzhugh,
J. Mackall,
Bowie,
Marbury,
Hammond,
J. Wilson,
Bayly,

NEGATIVE.

Mr. Fischer,
Edelen,
Schriver,
Beall,
Stun,
J. Smith,
1. T. Chase,
Gilpin,
D. Smith,
Earle,
T. S.myth,

Mr. Gustavus Scott,
George Scott,
Horsey,
Chaine,

. Bishop,
Mitchell.

Mr. Bond,
Love,
Gilpin.

Mr. Ewing,
Brevard,
T. Wriglit,
Kent,
Bruff,
S. Wright.

Mr. Edmondson,
Gibson,
Mason,
Dickinson,
Johnson,
Gustavus Scott,
George Scott,
Horsey,
Chaille,
Bishop,
Mitchell.

Mr. Gilpin,
Ewing,
D. Smith"
Brevard,
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Mr. Kent,
Bruff,
S. Wright,
Gibson.

Mr. J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,
Bond,
Love,
Archer,

On motion of Mr. Earle, the question was put, That the
words" by ballot" be inserted in the second article, instead
of the words "viva voce?" Carried in the negative.

Adjourned till three o'clock.

Post Meridiem. Convention met.
In progression on reading the form of Government, on

motion of Mr. J. Hall, the question was put, That the fol.
lowing be an addition to the fourth article; "but the inhabi-
tants of the said City shall not be entitled to vote for
Delegates for Anne Arundel County, unless they have a
freehold of fifty acres of land in the County distinct fi'om
the City?" Resolved in the affirmative.'

AFFIRMATIVE.
Mr. Beall,

Stull,
Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,
Bond,
Love,
Archer,
Gilpin,
D. iSmith,
Brev!lrd,
NEGATIVE.

Mr. S. Chase,
Paca,
Carron,
Bayly,
Fisc-her,
Edelen,
J. Smith,

Mr. Barnes,
PIqter,
B. Mackall,
Grahame,
B.Halr,
Sprigg,
:Marbury,
Worthington,

On motion of Mr. J. T. Chase, That the following be
inserted as an addition to the fifth article: "but if tbe said
inhabitants of toe Town shall so decrqse, as that the num-
ber of persons having right of suffrage therein shallha ve
been, for the space of seven years successively, less than
one half of the number of voters in some one County in
this State, such Town thenceforward shall cease to send
two Delegates or Representatives to the House of Dele-
gates, until the said Town shall have one half of the num-
ber of voters in some one County in this State. And in
case the inhabitantsof the said Town shaH so increase,as
that the number of persons having right of suffrage therein
shall be equal to the number of voters in anyone County
in this State, tlJ,fltthen the said Town shall send fo.urRep-
resentatives to the House of Delegates;" it was moved and
agreed, that the proposition consisting of two parts should
be separated. The question was then put on the first part,
which follows in these words: "but if the said inhabitants
of the Town shall so decrease, as that the number of per-
sons having rig!]tof suffrage therein shall have been, for the
space of seven year!, successively, less than one half of the
number of voters in some one County in this State, such
Town thenceforward shall cease to send two Delegates or
Representatives to the House of Delegates, until the said
Town shall have one half of the number of voters in some
one County in this State?" and resolved in the affirmative.

An amendment was then proposed to the latter part, to
insert the words" the largest" instead of the words" any
'one?" Upan which amendment the question was put, and
resolved in the affirmative.

The question was then put on the lattcr part so amended,
and carried in the negative.

AFFIRMATIVE.
Mr. Ridgely,

Deye,
Stevenson,
J. Smith,
Archer,

NEGATIVE.
Mr. CarrolJ,

Bar.lr,
Wilhams,
Edelen,
Beall,
Stull,
Bond,
Love,
D. Smith,
Earle,
T. Smyth,
T. Wright,

Mr. Fenwick,
Dent,
Parnham,
Fitzhugh,
J. Mackall,
Bowie,
Hammond,
J. Hall,
J. Wilson,
Williams,
Schriver,

Mr. Barnes,
Fenwick,
Plater,
Dent,
Parnham,
B. Mackall,
Grahame,
J. Hall,
Worthington,
S. Chase.
Paca,
Carroll,

On motion of Mr. Bayly, the question was then. put,
That the words" or paying taxes lor the support of Go v-
ernmentz" be inserted in the second article instead of the
words" or having property in the State above the value of
thirty pounds currency?" Carried in the negative.

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Ballr,
Wllhams,
Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,
Bond,
Love,
Archer,

Mr. Bayly,
Wilhams,
Fischer,
Schriver,

The question was then put on the motion so amended,
and resolved in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the same be published in the .Maryland
Gazette, and Baltimore papers.

The Convention took into consideration the Report of tbe
form of Government for this State from the Committee of
the Whole, and in progression on reading the same, on
motion of Mr. Bayly, the question was put, That the second
article thereof he struck out 1 Carried in the negative.

On motion of Mr. T. Wright, the question wasthen put,
That the word" five" be inserted instead of the word
"thirty" in the second article? Carried in the negative.

AFFIRMATIVE.
Mr. Williams,

Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,
Bond,
Love,
Archer,

NEGATIVE.

Mr. Barnes, Mr. Edelen,
Fenwick, Schriver,
Plater, Beall,
B. Mackall, Stull,
J. Hall, J. Smith,
Worthington, J. T. Chase,
S. Chase-, Earle,
Paca, T. Smyth,
Carroll, Edmondson,
Fischer, Gibson,

On motionof Mr. S. Chase, the question was put, That
the word" third" be inserted in the second article, between
the word" every" and the word" year?" Carried in the
negative.

On motionof Mr. S. Chase, the question was then put,
That the word" second" be inserted in the same place?
Carried in the negative.

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Carroll,
J. Wilson,
Earle,
T. Smyth,
T. Wright,

. Edmondson,
Mason,
Dickinson,

NEGATIVE.
Mr. Marbury,

Hammond,
Bar.ly,
Wllhams,

. Fischel',.

Edelen,

Mr. Dent,
Parnham,
Fitzhugh,
J. Mackall,
Bowie,
Marbury,
Hammond,
J Wilson,

Mr. Bamps,
Fenwick,
Plater.
Grahame,
J. Hall,
Worthington,
S. Chase,
Paca,

Mr. Dent, .
Parnham,
B. Ma-ckall,
Fitzhugh,
J. M!,ckall,
Bowie,

Mr. Gilpin,
Ewing,
D. Smith,
Brevard,
T. Wright,
Kent,
Bruff,
S. Wright.

Mr. Mason,
Dickinson,
Johnson,
Gustavus Scott,
George Scott,
Horsey,
Chaille,
Bishop,
Mitchell.

Mr. Johnson,
Gustavus Scott,
George Scott,
Horsey,
Chaille,
Bi»hop,
Mitchell.

Mr. Schriver,
Beall,
Stull,
Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,

Mr. Dent,
Graharhe,
Hammond,
J. Wilson.
Schriver,

Mr. Barnes,
Fenwick,
Plater,
B. Mackall,
Fitzhugh,
J. MacJrall,
Bowie,
B.Hall,
Sprigg,
Marbury,
J. Ball,
W ol,thington,
S. Chase,

Mr. Earle,
Kent,
S. Wright,
Edmondson,
Gibson,
Dickinson,
George Scott,
Horsey,
Chaille,
Mitchell.

Mr.J. T. Chase,
Ewing,
T. Smyth,
Bruff,
Mason,
Johnson,
Gustavus Scott.co

Mr. GilJ?in,
Ewmg,
Brevard,
Johnson.

Mr. Kent,
Bruff,
S. 'Wright,
Edmondson,
Gibson,
Dickinson,
Gustavus Scott,
George Scott,
Horsey,
ChaiHe,
Bishop,
Mitchell.
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In progression on reading the form of Government, the
question was put, That the eighteenth article thereof be
concurred with? Carried in the negative.

On motion of Mr. S. Chase, the question was put~ That
the words" or affirm'ation," in the twenty-sixth article, be
struck out? Resolved in the affirmative.

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Barnes,
Fenwick,
Dent,
Parnham,
Grahame,
B. HaH,
Sprigg,
Marbury,
S. Chase,

Mr. Paca,
CarroH,
J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,
D.Smith,
EarJe,
T. Wright,
Kent,
Bruff,

NEGATIVE.

Mr. StuH,
Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,
Bond,
Love,
Archer,

Mr. Mason,
Dickinson,
Johnson,
Gustavus Scott,
George Scott,
Horsey,
ChaiHe,
Mitchell.

Mr. Hammond,
J. Wilson,
Bayly,
Wilhams,
Fischer,
Edelen,
Schri ver,
Bea]],

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Mr. Gilpin,
Ewing,
Brevard,
T. Sm)'th,
S. W TIght,
Edmondson,
Gibson.

Tuesday, November 5,1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday.
The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
In progression on reading the form of Government, on

motion of Mr. D. Smith, the question was put, That the
words "a~native of the United States of America" be
inserted in the thirtieth article, after the word" unless ?"
Carried in the negative.

AFFIRMATIVE.
Mr. Worthington,

J. Wilson,
Bayly,

'Wilhams,
Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,
Bond,

Mr, Barnes,
Fenwick,
Dent,
Parnham,
J. Mackall,
Bowie,
B. Hall,
Marbury,
Hammond,

Mr. Love,
Archer,
Ewing,
D. Smith,
Kent,
Bruff,
S. Wright,
Gibson.

NEGATIVE.
Mr. Plater, Mr. Schriver,

B. Mackal1, BeaH,
Grahame, Stull,
Fitzhugh, J. Smith,
Sprigg, J. T. Chase,
S. Chase, Gilpin,
Paca, Brevard,
CarroH, Earle,
Fischer, T. Wright,
Edelen, Edmondson,

On motion, Resolved, That the determination of every
question be according as the majority of members shall appear
to be on taking the yeas and nays of those who vote on the
question, if the yeas and nays shall be taken on such ques-
tion.

On motion of Gustavus Scott, the question was put, That
the words" to Congress or," be inserted in the first line of
the thirty-seventh article of the form of Government, after
the word" Delegate," instead of the words" or the?" Car-
ried in the negative.

.

On motion of Mr. S. Chase, the question was put, That
no Delegate, Senator, or Member of the Council, after he is
qualified as sucb, shall hold any office of profit during the
time for which he is elected? Resoh'ed in the affirmative.

Mr. Fenwick,
Plater,
B. MackaIl,
Grahame,
Fitzhugh,
J. Mackall,
Bowie,
B. HaIl,
Sprigg,
Marbury,
Hammond,
J. HaIl,
Worthington,
S. Chase,

AFFIHMATIVE.
Mr. J. 'Nilson,

Bayly,
1Vtlhams,
Fischer,
Edelen,
Schriver,
Beall,
Stull,
Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,
Bond,
Love,
Gilpin,

NEGATIVE.
Mr. J. Smith,

J. T. Ohase,
Archer,
Earle,

Mr. Barnes,
Dent,
Parnham,
Paca,
Carr'oJI.

Adjourned till three o'clock.

Mr. Mason,
Dickinson,
Johnson,
Gustavus Scott,
George Scott,
Horsey,

,

Chaille,
Bishop,
MitcheIl.

Mr. Ewing,
D.Smith,
Brevard,
T. Wright,
Bruff,
S. Wright,
Gibson,
l\-fason,
Dickinson,
Gusta vus Scott,
Horsey,
Chaille,
Bishop,
Mitchell.

Mr. T. Smyth,
Kent,
.Tohnson,
George Scott.

Post Meridiem. ConVt'ntion met.
On motion, Rcsolved, That the rank of the Officers of

the Companies of Matrosses lately ordered to be raised, be
reserved to be hereafter settled by the Convention or Coun- .
cil of Safety, without any respect to the dates of their
COmmlSSJOns.

On motion for an appointment of Lieutenants for the
Company of Matrosses to be stationed at Baltimore Town,
and Mr. James Smith, Mr. Larkin Dorsey, and Mr. Robert
Wilmott, being recommended, .

Resolved, That Mr. James Smith be appointed First
Lieutenant, Mr. Larkin Dorsey Second Lielltenant, and
Mr. Robert Wilmot Third Lieutenant, of said Company.

On reading the forty-second article of the form of Gov-
ernment, the question was put, Tha~ the blank for the
qualification of Sheriffs be filled up with" one thousand
Pounds, current money?" Resolved in the affirmative.

. ,
AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. S. Chase,
Paca,
Carro II,
J. 'tVilson,
Edelen,
Beall,
Stull,
J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,
Gilpin,

NEGATIVE.

Mr. Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,
Bond,
Love,
Archer,
Ewing,
Brevard,

Mr. Fenwick,
Grahame,
Fitzhugh,
J. MackaIl,
Bowie,
Hammond,
Bayly,
Wllhams,
Schriver,

On motion of Mr. T. Wright, the question was then put,
That in the said article the word '; annually" be struck out,
and the words" every third year" inserted? Resolved in
the affirmative.

On motion of Mr. Bayly, That in the said article the
words" viva voce" be inserted instead of the words" by
ballot?" Carried in the negative.

On motion of Mr. S. c.hase, the question was put, That
the Governour, with the advice of the Council,06hall have
the appointment of Sheriffs? Carried in the negative.

< AF.FIRMATIVE.

Mr. Marbury,
S. Chase,
Carroll,

Mr. Barnes,
Plater,
Dent,
Parnham,
B. MackaIl,
B. Hall,
Spri~g,
Marbury,
J. Hall,
1V orthin~ton,

Mr. Barnes,
Fenwick,
B. HaIl,
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Mr. D. Smith,
Earle,
T. Smyth,
T. Wright,
Dickinson,
Johnson,
Gustavus Scott,
George Scott,
Horsey.

Mr. Kent,
Bruff,
S. Wright,
Gibson,
Mason,
Chaille,
Bishop,
Mitchell.

Mr. T. Smyth,
Johnson,
Gustavus Scott.

NEG.~TIVE.

Mr. Dent, Mr. Edelen, Mr. Brevard,
Parnham, Schriver, Earle,
B. MackaIl, BeaU, T. Wright,
Grahame, StL\II, Kent,
Fitzhugh, Ridgely, Bruff,
J. Mackall, Deye, S. Wright,
Bowie, Stevenson, Edmondson,
Sprigg, J. Smith, Gibson,
Hammond, J. T. Chase, Mason,
J. HaH, Bond, Dickinson,
Worthington, Love, George Scott,
J. Wilson, Archer, Horsey,
Bayly, GiIJ?in, Chaille,
Wtlhams, Ewmg, Bishop,
Fischer, D. Smith, Mitchell.

On motion of Mr. Bayly, the question was put, That the
following be inserted as an article 10 the form of Govern-
ment: "That l\.1ilitiacompanies choose their own o(ficers,
and battalions tneir field officers; that Justices of the Peace,
Clerks of the Counties, and SurveyorS, be chosen by the
people who are qualified to vote for Representatives of each
County annually?" Carried in the negative.

On 'motion of Mr. S. Chasi, the queiition was put, That
the following be inserted as a.n article in the form of Gov-
ernment: "That every person who shall offer to vote for
Delegates, or for the Senate, or for the Sheriff, snaIl (if
required by any three persons qualified to vote) before he
be admitted to poll, take such oath or affirmation of support
and fidelity to this State, as this Com'ention 01'the Le<Tisla-
ture shall direct?" Resolved in the affirmative.

b

On motion of Mr. S. Chase, the question wag put, That
tbe following be inserted as an article in the form of Gov-
ernment: "That a Justice of the Peace may be eligible as
a Senator, Delegate, or Member of the Council, and may

,"1
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contin~e to ac.tas a Justice of the Peace?" Resolved in the
affirmative.

Mr. Barnes,
,Fem~Tick,
Dent,
Parnham,
Grahame,
Bowie,
B. Hall,
Sprigg,
Marbury,
J. Hall,
S. Chase,
Paca,

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Carroll,
J. Wi1son,
Edelen,
Beall,
Stull,
J. Smith,
Love,
Gilpin,
Earle,
T. Smyth,
T. Wright,
Kent,

Mr. Bruff,
S. Wright,
Gibson,
Mason,
Dickinson,
Johnson,
Gustavu.s Scott,
George Scott,
Horsey,
Chaille,.
Bishop,
Mitchell.

NEGATIVE.
Mr.B.Mackall, Mr. Fischer, MI'.Bond,

Fitzhugh, Schriver, Archer,
J. Mackall, Ridgely, Ewing,
Hammond, Deye, D. Smith,
Bayly, Stevenson, Brevard,
Williams, J. T. Chase, Edmondson.

On motion of Mr. Bruff, the quesJion was put, That the
words" officers of the Militia" in the forty-third article of
the form of Government, be struck out? Carried in the
negative.

Mr. Barnes,
Fenwick,
Dent,
Parnham,
n. Mackall,
Grahame,
B. Hall,
Sprigg,
Marbury,
S. Chase,

On motion of Mr. Bond,
Resolved, That the following be inserted as an article in

the form' of Government: "That all civil officers hereafter
to be appointed for the several Counties of this State, shall
have been residents of the County respectively for which
they shall be appointed six months next bdore their appoint-
ment, and shall continue residents of their County respect-
ively during their continuance in office."

On motion of Mr. S. Chase, the question WaS put, That
the following be inserted a~ an -article in the form of Gov-
ernment: "That no Field-Officer of the Militia shaH be
eligible as a Senator, Delegate, or Member of the Council?"
Resolved in the affirmative.

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,
Bond,
Love,
Archer,
Ewing,
D.Smith,
Brevard,

Mr. Fitzhugh,
J. Mackall,
Hammond,
J. Wilson,
Williams,
Fischer,
Schriver,
Ridgely,

Mr. Fitzhugh,
J. Mackall,
Marbury,
S. Chase,
Williams,
Fischer,
Edelen,
Schriver,
Beall,

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Deye,
Stevenson,
Bond,
Archer,
Ew:ing,
D. Sinith,
Brevard,

NEGATIVE.
Mr.Paca,

Carroll,
Edelen;'"
Beall,
Stull,
J. Smith,
.J. T. Chase,
Gilpin,
Earle,

NEGATIVE'.
Mr. Paca,

Carroll,
J. Wilson,
Stull,
J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,
Gilpin,
Earle,

Mr. T. Wright,
Kent,
Bruff,
S. Wright,
Gibson,
Chaille,
Bishop.

Mr. T. Smyth,
Edmondson,
Mason,
Dickinson,
Johnson,
Gustavus Scott,
George Scott,
Horsey,
MitchelL

Mr. T. Wright,
Kent,
Bruff,
S. Wright,
Edmondson,
Gibson,
Gustavus Scott,
Horsey.

Mr. Barnes,
Fenwick,
Dent,
Parnham,
B. Mackall,
Grahame,
B. Hall,
Sprigg,
Hammond,

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Mr. T. Smyth,
Mason,
Dickinson,
Johnson,

_George Scott,
-Chaine,
Bishop,
Mitchell.

Wednesday, November 6, ]776.

Convention met. A.n Members present as on yesterday.
The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
On motion, _ Ordered, That the Memorial of Captain

William Stone be taken into consideration on Saturday next
that summonses issue forhis witnesses, and that he be allowed
counsel if he shall think proper.

In progression on reading the form of Government on
motion of Mr. S. Chas,e,the question was put, That' the
words, "every Senator, Delegate of Assembly," be inserted

\

in the first line of the forty-sixth article,

" Governour" ? Carried in the negative.

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Williams,
Fischer,
Edelen,
Schriver,
Beall,
Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,

Mr. Barnes,
Fenwick,
Dent,

,

Parnham,
B. Mackall,
Grahame,
Bowie,
B. Hall,
S~rigg ,
Marbury,
Paca,

On motion of Mr. S. Wright, the question was put, That
the words" and every Judge and Justice" be inserted in the
said article between the word" Council" and the word
"before"? Resolved in the affirmative.

AFFIRMATIVE.
.Mr. Williams,

Fischer,
Edelen,
Schriver,
BeaU,
Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,
Bond,
Archer,

Mr. Plater,
Fitzhugh,
J. Mackall,
Hammond,
Worthington,
S. Chase,
J. Wilson,
Bayly,

Mr. Barnes,
Plater,
B. MackaU,
Fitzhugh,
J. Mackall,
Hammond,
Worthington,
S. Chase,
J. Wilson,
Bayly,

Mr. Dent,
Parnham,
Grahame,
Bowie,
B. Hall,
Sprigg,
Marbury,
Paca,

NEGATIVE.
Mr. Carroll,

StuU,
J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,
Love,
Gilpin,
D. Smith,
Brevard,
T. Smyth,
Kent,

NEGATIVE.
Mr. Carroll,

Stull,
J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,
Love,
Gilpin,
Kent,
Mason,
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after the word

Mr. Bond,
Archer,
Ewing,.
Earle,
T. Wright,
S. Wright,
Edmondson.

Mr. Gibson,
Mason,
Dickinson,
Johnson,
Gustavus Scott,
George &ott,
Horsey,
Chaille,
Bishop,
Mitchell.

Mr. Ewing,
D. Smith,
Brevard,
Earle,
T. Smyth,
T. Wright,
S. Wright,
Edmimdson,
Gibson.

M;:Dickinson,
Johnson,
Gustavus Scott,
George Scott,
Horsey,
Chaille,
Bishop,
Mitchell.

On motion of Mr. Fitzhugh, That the following be inserted
as an article in the form of Government, "That lawyers'
fees ought to be ascertained and limited by law;" the
previous question was called for by Mr. Parnham, and put,
Whether the above question be now put? Carried in the
negative.

Mr. B. Mackall,
Fitzhugh,
J. Mackall,
Hammond,
Barly,
WJlhams,

AFFIRMATIVE.
Mr. Fischer,

Schriver,
Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,

NEGATIVE.
Mr. Barnes, Mr. Carroll,

Fenwick, J. Wilson,
Plater, Edelen,
Dent, Beall,
Parnham, Stull,
Grahame, 'J. Smith,
Bowie, J. T. Chase,
B. Hall, Love,
Sprigg, Gilpin,
Marbury, Ewinl.:"
Worthington, D. Smith,
S. Chase, Brevarq,
Paes, Earle,

Adjourned till three o'clock;

Mr. Bond,
Archer,
Horsey,
Chaille,
Bishop.

Mr. T. Smyth,
T. Wright,
Kent,
Bruff, ,
S. Wright,
EdmondlilOn,
Gibson,
Mason,
Dickinson,
Johnson,
Gustavus Scott,
George Scott,
Mitchell.

Post Meridiem. Convention met. Mr. Sheredine ap-
peared in the House.

On motion of Mr. S. Chase,
Resolved, That the words" or oucrht to have" be struck

oUt of the article.
0

On motion of Mr. Johnson, the question was put, That
instead of the oath prescribed by the fifty-first article the
following be inserted, "I, A B, do swear, that I do' not
hold myself bound in allegiance to the King of Great Britain
and that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to th~
State of Maryland?" Resolved in the affirmative.

AFFIRMATIVE.
Mr. Hammond,

J. Hall,
Worthington,
CarrQII,
Fischer,

Mr. Barnes,
Fenwick,
Plater,
Fitzhugh,
J. Mackall,

Mr. Shereqine,
Schriver,.
Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,



161

Mr. Bond,
T. Smyth,
T. WriO"ht,
Edmondson,
Gibson,

Mr. Dent,
Pllrnham,
B. Mackall,
Grahame,
Bowie,
B.Hall,
Sprigg,
Marbury,
S. Chase,

MARYLAND CONVENTION, NOVEMBER 7, 1776.

Mr.1\fason,
Dickinson,
Johnson,
Gustavus Scott,
George Scott,

NEGATIVE.

Mr. Paca,
J. Wilson,
Bayly,
Edelen,
Stull,
J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,
Love,
Archer,

Mr. Horsey,
ChaiIle,
Bishop,
Mitchell.

Mr. Gilpin,
Ewing,
D. Smith,
Brevard,
Earle,
Kent,
Bruff,
S. Wright.
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County; and the said Commissioners, or the major part of
them, are herehy empowered and required to lend out aH
money which they shaH so receive on interest, for the use
of Caroline County aforesaid, on good and sufficient security.
And the Justices of Caroline County aforesaid, are hereby
directed not to make any assessment on the taxable inhabi-
tants of Caroline County aforesaid, in this present year, by
virtue of the said act.

On motion of Mr. Johnson,
Resolved, That the act of Assembly, entitled" An Act

for the more effectl1al preservation of the breed of wild
Deer," passed in December session, 1773, be repealed, and
that {l0 prosecution be hereafter had or commeflced [or any
breach committed of the same act, and that no prosecution
already begun for any breach of the said act be further
prosecuted.

Mr. TILrbutt Wright has leave of absence.

On motion of Mr. Johnson,
Resolved, That aH Justices of the Peace and other offi-

cers, who were such of Frederick County, shaH continue,
and may exercise the same power and authority as if the
resolutions of this Convention for dividing Frederick County
into three Counties had not passed; and the Justices of the
County Court of Frederick, to be held in the month of
November~ in this present year, or by adjournment, shall
have cognizance of, and may proceed to heal' and deter-
mine, aH causes, matters, and things, criminal and civil,
although the same have arisen or shaH arise in Washington
or Montgomery County, in the same manner, and as fuHy,
as the same court might or could have done if the said
resolutionshad never been made; and the Justices aforesaid
may appointConstablesand,Overseersof the Highwaysas
well in the said Counties of Washington and 1J-lontgomery,
as in Frederick County.

That the County Court for each of the said Counties of
Washington and ltIontgomery shaH be first held, as for sep-
arate and distinct Counties, in the month of hlarch next;
and where any defendant against whom any original writ or
process shall, after the 1st day of December next, issue,
resides in Washington or Montgomery County, the writ or
process shall issue out of Frederick County Court, directed
to the Sheriff of the County where the defendant resides,
if such,County sha)l then have a Sheriff qualified to act in
that County separately, and if not, to the Sheriff of Fred-
erick County, and shall be returnable and returned to the
next JYlarch court to be held for the County where the
defendant resides.

.

That the Justices of Frederick County Court aforesaid,
may, at their Novembercourt aforesaid,assessand levy on
the ta~able inhabitants of Washington and Montgomery
Counties,separatelyand respectively,such money 01' tobacco
as the Justices of the same Counti~ might respectively
have assessedat their Novembercourts in this year, had the
same been held.

On motion of Mr. Johnson, the question was put, That
no poll be taken to fix or ascertain the place for building a
Court-House and Prison in Montgomery County, until the
expiration of twenty days at least after the first meeting of
the General Assembly? Resolved in the affirmative.

'
AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Bean,
Stun,
J. T. Chase,
Archer,
Gilpin,
Ewing,
D. Smith,
Ea,rle,
T. Smyth,
Kent,
Bruff,

0.0 motion of Mr. S. Wright,
Resolved, That the fOllowing be added to the fifty-third

article o[the form of Government : "Provided, That nothing
in this form of Government which relates to the Eastern-
Shore particularly shall at any time hereafter be altered,
unless for the alteration and confirmation thereof at least two-
thirds of the members of each branch of the General Assem-
bly shall concur."

On motion of Mr. Gustavus Scott, That the following be
inserted 33 an article in the form of Government: "That
the electors of the Senate immediately on their meeting, and
before they proceed to the election of Senators, take such
oath of su pport and fidelity to this State, as this Convention
or the Legislature shall direct, and also an oath,

,
to elect

'without favour, affection, partiality, or prejudice, such per-
'sons for Senators as they in their judgment and conscience
'believe best qualified for the office;'" an amendment was
proposed by Mr. Bayly, to insert the words" 01' affirn13-
tion" after the words" such oath." On which amendment
the question was put, and carried in the negative.
I: AFFIRMATIVE.
Mr. Fitzhugh, MI'. Stun,

J. Mackan, Ridgely,
Hammond, Deye,
J. Wilson, Stevenson,
Bayly, J. Smith,
Fischer, Bond,
Edelen, Love, .
Schriver, Archer,
Bean, Gilpin,

NEGATIVE.

Mr. Marbury,
J. Han,
Worthington,
S. Cbase,
Carron,
Sheredine,
J. T. Chase,
T. Smyth,
T. Wright,

Mr. Ewing,
D. Smith,
Brevard,
Earle, .
Kent,
S. Wril:"ht,
Edmondson,
Gibson,
Chaitle.

Mr. Bruff,
Mason,
Dickinson,
Johnson,
Gustavus Scott,
George Scott,
Horsey,
Bishop,
Mitchell.

Mr. Barnes,
Fenwick,
Plater,
Dent,
Parnham,
B. Mackan,
Grahame,
Bowie,
B. Hall,
Sprigg,

The question was then put on the article, and resolved
in the affirmative.

The order of the day, for taking into consideration the. Letter from the President of Congress of the 2d of October
last, was read, and referred till Saturday next.

Conventionadjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Thursday, November 7,1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday.
The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
On the application of Mrs. Chamier for leave to visit her

husband, nowin GenerallIowe's camp,
Resolved, That Mr. President be requested to write to

the honourable the President of the Congress, to grant a
passport for Mrs. Chamier to go to the American camp,
with a recommendation to his Excellency General Wash-
ington to grant his permission for Mrs. Chamier to visit her
husband, on giving her parole of honour not to say or do
any thing to the injury of the United States, or any of
them.

On motion of Mr. Dickinson, .

Resolved, That the Sheriffs of Dorchester and Caroline
Counties pay into the hands of the Commissioners named
in the act of Assembly entitled" An Act for the division
of Dorchesterand QueenAnne's Counties,and for erecting
a new one by the name of Caroline," or the major part of
the said Commissioners, all Money and Tobacco which . . .
they have respectively received, or may or ought to receive, Post Merzdlem. ConventIon met.

on or'for the two aSSeilsments already made by virtue of the On reading and considering the Petition of Thomas Wi!.
said act, for building a Court-House and Prison jn Caroline son, of the Cit~. of Annapolis, praying a remission of the

FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. III. 11'

Mr. Barnes,
Fenwick,
Dent,
Grahame,
J. Han,
Worthington,
S. Chase,
Paca,
Carron,
Fischer,
Edelen,

NEGATIVE.
Mr.Parnham, Mr. Marbury,

Fitzhugh, Hammond,
J. Mackan, J. Wilson.
Bowie, B~ly,
Sprigg, Williams,

Adjourned till three o'clock.

Mr,S. Wright,
Edmondson,
Gibson,
Mason,
Dickinson,
Johnson,
George Scott,
Horsey,
ChaiIle,
Bishop,
Mitchel],

Mr. Ridgel y ,
Deye,
J. Smith,
Bond,
Brevard.



163 MARYLAND CONVENTION, NOVEMBER 8, 1776.

fine set upon him by the Committee of Observation for
Anne Arundel County,

Resolved, That the same be granted.

In progression on reading the form of Government, on
motion of Mr. S. Chase, the question was put, That all that
part of the fifty-sixth article which follows in these words
be struck out: "And for filling in the first instance only all
the offices in the disposition of the Governour with the
advice of the Council, the House of Delegates may also
propose to the Senate a list of all officers in the appoint-
ment of the Governour with the advice of the Council, and
on the Senate concurring therein, or in the recommendation
of any of the persons therein mentioned, such persons so
recommended shall be commissioned by the Governour; but
if the Senate shall not concur in the recommendation of
any of the persons proposed as aforesaid, then shall a joint
ballot of both Houses be taken in manner aforesaid, for
persons to be recommended for such offices, and the per-
sons in whose favour such ballot shall pass shall be com-
missioned as aforesaid ?" Carried in the negative.

AFFIItMATIVE.

Mr. Carroll,
J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,
Gilpin,
D.SRlith,
Brevard,

NEGATIVE.

Mr. BaIly,
Wllhams,
Fischer,
Edelen,
Schriver,
Beall,
Stull,
Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,
Bond,
Love,

Mr. Barnes,
Plater,
B. Hall,
Marbury,
S. Chase,
Paca,

Mr. Earle,
Kent,
Dickinson,
Johnson,
George Scott,
Chaille.

Mr. Archer,
Ewing,
T. Smyth,
Bruff,
S. Wright,
Edmondson,
Gibson,
Mason,
Gustavus Scott,
Horsey,
Bishop,
Mitchell.

Mr. Fenwick,
Dent,
Parnham,
B. Mackall,
Grahame,
Fitzhugh,
J. Mackall,
Bowie,
Sprigg,
Hammond,
J. Hall,
Worthington,
J. WilsQn,

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

,
Friday, November 8,1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday,
except Mr. T. Wright.

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
Mr. Hooe and Mr. Shepherd appeared in the House.
Resolved, That the Privates to be inlisted agreeable to

the resolve of this Convention, be by their voluntarily sub-
scribing an engagement in the following words, that is to
say: "We, whose names are hereto subscribed, do volun-
tarily inlist ourselves soldiers to serve as such during the
present war between Great Britain and America, unless
sooner discharged by order of the Congress; hereby sub-
jecting ourselves to such rules and regulations as are or shall
be made by the Congress for regulating and governing the
forces in the pay of the United States." And that the Re-
cruiting Sergeants who are 01:shall be appointed in each
County by the Council of Safety, after they have inlisted
ten' men, shall report the same to such proper and fit per-
son or p~rsons appointed by the Council of Safety in the
Counties wbere the said Recruiting Sergeants mar reside,
who shall muster and pass the said men; and the said Re-
cruiting Sergeants shall immediately return two copies of
his muster-roll, certified by the said person or persons, to the
Council of Safety or Executive power.

That the Commissioned Officers receive the pay and
rations established by the Congress from the date of their
commissions, and that the Non-Commissioned Officers re-
ceive their pay and rations from their appointment, and until
their appointment, to receive their pay and rations as Privates
from the time of their inlistment.

That the Recruiting Sergeants sha1l be allowed twenty
shillings, common money, for every man that shall be certi-
fied in the muster 1'011as effective; and shall also be allowed
fifteen pence per day, common money, in lieu of rations, for
each effective man. that he sha1l inlist, and shall pass as
aforesaid. .

'

MI'. Earle brings in and delivers to MI'. President a Re-
port from the Committee appointed to prepare Instructions
for Recruiting Sergeants; which was read, considered, and
agreed to as follows:
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" Instructions for inlisting men for the service of the United
States of America, agreeable to the Resolve of the Con-
vention of the State of ltIary/and.

" 1. You are not to inlist any man who is not able-bodied,
healthy, and active. Hearty, robust young men, who are
connected by birth or family to the American States, are to
be preferred.

"2. You wiJI have great regard to moral character, so
briety in particular.

"3. You are not to inlist any imported servant or appren-
tice without the leave of the master or mistress.

"4. You will use all diligence in inlisting men, and when
you have inlisted ten men, you are to report to some one or
more of the persons appointed in your County to inspect the
men you do inlist, who will reject such as do not answer to
your instructions.

"5. YOll shall be allowed twenty shi1lings, common
money, for every man you inlist, who sha1l be passed on
inspection as effective, in lieu of pay and expem;es, besides
fifteen pence, common money, per day, iR lieu of rations,
for every man who shall be so passed, until they are received
from you by order of this State."

On motion of Mr. Earle, the following Resolution was
made:

.

Whereas the time limited by this Convention for the re-
ceipts and inspection of Tobacco is nearly expired:

Resolved, That the resolutionof this Convention of the
6th of September last, relative to the inspection of Tobacco,
sha1l continue in force, and the Inspectors shalI continue to
exerfise all the powers thereby given, until the General As-
semlJly of this State shall otherwise provide.

Mr. Gustavus Sc(Jtt and Mr. George Scott have leave Q/
absence on account of particular private business. Mr. Gib-
son, Mr. Earle, and Mr. D. Smith, have leave of absence
on account of sickness.

Resolved, That nine persons, five of whom to be on the'
Western and four on the Eastern-Shore, be elected by ballot
a Council of Safety, and be and continue such until the Gen-
eral Assembly shall make further order therein, and until
that time, they or any four or more of them, having taken
the oath prescribed by the D,tcemberConvention, shall have
and exercise the like and same powers as the present Coun-
cil of Safety had or might exercise under the resolutions of
the several Conventions heretofore held for this Colony; and
that the said Council may convene the General Assembly
before the tenth day of February next, if in their judgment
it shall be necessary.

On reading the Resolution for the appointment of a Coun-
cil of Safety, it was proposed by Mr. Fitzhugh, that the
words" by ballot," be struck out, and" viva voce" insert-
ed; on which the question was put, and carried in the
negative.

Mr. Fenwick,
B. Mackall,
Fitzhugh,
J. Mackall,
Bowie,
Marbury,
Hammond,

Mr. Barnes,,
Plater,
Hooe,
Dent,
B. Hall,
Sprigg,
J. Hall,
S. Chase,
Carroll ,
Fischer,

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Worthington,
J. Wilson,
Bar.ly,
Wilhams,
Sheredine,
Edelen,
Beall,

NEGATIVE.

Mr. J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,
Love,
Archer,
Gilpin,
Ewing,
Brevard,
T. Smyth,
Kent,
Bruff,

Mr. Stun,
Ridgely,
Deye,
Stevenson,
Shepherd,
D. Smith,
Gibson.

Mr. S. Wright,
Edmondson,
Mason,
Dickineon,
Johnson,
Gust. Scott,
Geo. Scott,
Horsey,
Bishop,
MitchelJ.

On motion, Resolved, That the Electors of the Senate
shall be entitled. to the same itinerant charges and per diem
allowance as Members of Convention.

On motion of Mr. S. Chase, the question was put, That
the following be inserted as an article in the form of Gov-
ernment: "That no person who refused (unless from reli-
gious principles) and did not subscribe the Association on or
before the fOUrth day of July last, shall at any time hereafter
be qualified to hold any office of profit or trust in this State,
unless by act of the General Assembly?" Carried in the
negative.
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AFFIRMATIVE.
Mr. Marbury,

J. Hall,
Worthington,
S. Chase,
Bayly,
Sheredine,
Edelen,

NEGATIVE.

Mr. Fenwick, Mr. ~eye, Mr. Gibson,
Plater, Stevenson, Mason,
Fitzhugh, Shepherd, Dickinson,
J. MackRlI,. Bond, JohnMn,
J. Wilson, Love, GU!!t. Scott,
Williams, Archer, Geo. Scott,
Fischer, Brevard, Horsey,
Schriver, T. Smyth, Bishop,
Ridgely, S. Wl'lght, Mitchell.

The Convention having gone through the form of Gov-
ernment paragraph by paragraph, and made several additions
and amendments, the same was agreed to as follows:

"THE CONSJ'ITUTION .AND FORM OF GOVERNMENT, AGREED
TO BY THE DELEGATES OF MARYLAND IN FREE AND FULL

CONVENTION ASSEMBLED.

"1. That the Legislature consi~t of two distinct branches,
a Senate, and a House of Delegates, which shall be styled
The General Assembly of Maryland.

"2. That the House of Delegates shall be chosen in the
following manner: All freemen, above twenty-one years of
age, ha ving a freehold of fifty acres of land in the County
in which they offer to vote, and residing therein, and all free-
men, having property in this State above the value of thjrty
pounds, current money ,and having resided in the County in
which they offer to vote one whole year next preceding the
election, shall have a right of suffrage in the election of
Delegates for such County; and all freemen so qualified
shall, on the first Monday of October, seventeen hundred
and seventy-seven, and on the same day in every year there-
after, assemble in the Counties in which they are respectively
qualified to vote, at the Court-House in the said Counties,
or at such other place as the Legislature shall direct; and
'.vhen assembled, they shall proceed to elect, viva voce, four
Delegates for theil' respective Counties, of the most wise,
sensible, and discreet of the people, residents in the County
where they are to be chosen one whole year next preceding
the election, above twenty-one years of age, amI having in
the State real or personal property above the value of five
hundred pounds, current money; and upon the final casting
of the polls, the four persons who shall appear to have the
greatest number of legal votes, shall be declared and returned
duly ell~cted for their respective County.

"3. That the Sheriff of each County, or in case of sick-
ness, his Deputy, (summoning two Justices of the County,
who are required to attend for the preservation of the peace,)
shall be judge of the election, and may adjourn from day to
day, if necessary, till the same be finished, so that the whole
election shall be concluded in four days; and shall make his
return thereof, under his hand, to the Chanc_ellQr of this
State for the time being. ~

"4. That all persons, qualified by the charter of the City
of Annapolis to vote for Burgesses, shall, on the same first
Monday of October, seventeen hundred and seventy-seven,
and on the same day in every year forever thereafter, elect
viva voce, by a majority of votes, two Delegates, qualified
agreeahle to the said charter; that the Mayor, Recorder,
and Aldermen, of the said City, or any three of them, be
judges of the election, appoint the place in the said City for
holding the same, and mayadjollrn from day to day as afore"
said, and shall make return tllereof as aforesaid: but the
inhabitants of the said City shall not be entitled to vote for
Delegates for Anne Arundel County, unless they have a
freehold of fifty acres of land in the County, distinct from
the City.

"5. That all persons, inhabitants of Baltimore Town,
and having the same qualifications as electors in the County,
shall, on the same first ft'[onday of October, seventeen hun-
dred and seventy-seven, and on the same day in every year
forever thereaCter,at such place in the said Town as the
judges shall appoint, elect viva voce, by a majority of votes,
two Delegates, qualified as aforesaid: b.,t if the said inhab-
itants of the Town shall so decrease, as that the number of
persons ha ring right of suffrage therein shall ha ve been for
the space of seven years successively less than oae half of
the number of voters in some one County in this State,

Mr. Barnes,
Ho_oe,
Dent,
Parnham,
Bowie,
B. Hall,
Sprigg,

Mr. Beall,
Stull,
J. T. Chase,
Gilpin,.
D. Smith,
Kent.

such Town thenceforward shaH ceaseto send two Delegates
or Representatives to the House of Delegates, until the said
Town shall baveone half of the numberof votersin some
one County in this State.

"6. That the Commissioners of the said'Town, or any
three or more of them, for the time being, shall be judges
of.the said election, and may adjourn as aforesaid, and shall
make return thereof as aforesaid; but the inhabitants of the
said Town shall not be entitled to vote for or be elected
Delegates for Baltimore County, neither shall the inhabit'-
ants of Baltimore County, out of the limits of Baltimore
Town, be entitled to vote for or be elected Delegates for
the said Town.

" 7. That on refusal, death, disqualification, resignation,
or removal out of this State, of any Delegate, or on his be-
coming Governour, or Member of the CouncjJ, a warrant of
election shall issue by the Speaker, for the election of another
in his place, of which ten days' notice at least, excluding the
day of notice and the day of elect.ion, shall be given.

"8. That not less than a majority of lhe Delegates, with
their Speaker, (to be chosen by them by ballot,) constitute
a House for the transacting any business, otber than that of
adjounlin~.

"9. That the House of Delegates shaH judge of the
elections and qIJalificationsof Delegates.

" 10. That the House of Delegates may originate all
money bills, propose bills to the Senate or receive those
offered by that body, and assent, dissent, or propose amend-
ments; that they may inquire, on the oath of witnesses, into
all complaints, grievances, and offences, as the grand inquest
of this State, and may commit any person for any crime to
the publick Jail, there to remain till he be discharged by due
course of law; they may expel any member for a great
misdemeanour, but not a second time for the same cause;
they may examine and pass all accounts of the State,
relating either to the collection or expenditure cd" the
revenue, or appoint Auditors to state and adjust the same;
they may call for all publick or official papers and records,
and send for persons, whom they may judge necessary, in
the course of their inquiries, concerning affairs relating to
the publick interest, and may direct all office bonds (which
shall be made payable to the State) to be sued for any
breach of duty. .

"11. That the Senate may be at full and perfect liberty
to exercise their judgment in passing laws, and that they
may not be compelled by the House of Delegates, either to
reject a money bill which the emergency of affairs may
require, or to assent to some other act of legislation, in their
c.onscience and judgment injurious to the publick welfare;
the House of Delegates shall not on any occasjon, or under
any pretence, annex to, or blend with a money bill, any
matter, clause, or thing, not immediately relating to, and
necessary for the imposing, assessing, levying, or applying
the taxes or supplies, to be raised for the support of Gov-
ernment, or the current expenses of the State; and to pre-
vent altercation about such bills, it is declared, that no bill
imposing duties or customs for the mere regulation of com-
merce, or inflicting fines for the reformation of mora]s, or to
enforce the execution of the laws, by which an incidental
revenue may arise, shall be accounted a money bill; but
every bill assessing, levying, or applying taxes or supplies
for the support of Government, or the current expenses of
the State, or appropriating money in the Treasury, shall be
deemed a money bill.
- "] 2. That the House of Delegates may punish, by im-
prisonment, any person who shall be guilty of a contempt
in their view, by any disorderly or riotous behaviour, or by
threats to, or abuse of their mem~ers, or by any obstruction
to their proceedings; they may also punish, by imprisonment,
any person who shall be guilty of a breach of privilege, by
arresting on ci viI process, or by assauhing, any of their mem-
bers, during their sitting, or on their way to or return from
the House of Delegates, or by any assault of, or obstruction
to their officers, in the execution of any order or process, or
by assaulting or obstructing any witness, or any other person
attending on, or on their way to or from, the House, or by
rescuing any person committed by the House; and th~ Senate
t)1ayexeJ'(~isethe same power, in similar cases.

"13. That the Treasurers (one for the Western and
another for the Eastern-Shore) and the Commissioners of
the Loan Office may be appointed by the House of Dele-

'*'
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gates during their pleasure; and in case of relilsal, death,
resicrnations,disqualification, or removal out of the State, of
an/of the said Commissioners or Treasurers, in the recess
of the General Assembly, the Governour, with the advice
of the Council, may appoint and commission a fit and proper
person to such vacant office, to hold the same until the
meeting of the next General Assembly.

"14. That the Senate be chosen in the following manner:
All persons, qualified as aforesaid to vote for County Dele-
l1ates, shall on the first ~Ionday of September, 1781, and
~n the same day in every fifth year forever thereafter, elect
viva voce, by a majority of votes, two persons for their
respective Counties, qualified as aforesaid to be elected
Countv Delegates, to be Electors of the Senate; and the
Sheriff of each County, or in case of sickness bis Deputy
(summoning two Justices of the COllnty who are required
10 attend for the preservation of the peace) shall hold and be
judge of the said election, an~ make return t~ereof as afore-
said: And all persons qualified as aforesaId to vote for
Delegates for the City of Annapolis and Baltimore Town,
shall on the same first j}fonday of September, 1781, and on
the same day in every fifth year forever thereafter, elect
viva voce, by a majority of votes, one person for the said City
and Town respectively, qualified as aforesaid to be elected
a Delegate for the said City and Town respectively; the said
election to blit held in the same manner as the election of
Delegates for the said City and Town, the right to elect the
said Elector with respect to Baltimore Town to continue as
10nO"as the ri"ht to elect Dele gates for the said 'fown.

" "
,,. 15. That the said Electors of the Senate meet at the

City of Annapolis, or such other place as shall be appointed
for convening the Legislature, on the third jJ1Ionday in Sep-
tember, se\'enteen hundred and eighty-one, and on the same
day in every fifth year forever tbereafter, and they, or any
twenty-four of them so met, shall proceed to elect, by ballot,
either out of their own body, or the people at large, fifteen
Senators, (nine of whom to be residents on the We.~tern,
and six to be residents on the Eastern-Shore,) men of the
most wisdom, experience, and virtue, above twenty-five
years of age, residents of the State above three whole years
next preceding the election, and having therein real and
pel'sonal property above the value of one thousand pounds
cOrrent money.

"16. That the Senators shall be balloted for at one and
the same time, and out of the gentlemen, .residents of the
TfTestern-Shore, who shall be proposed as Senators, the nine,
who shall on striking the ballots appear to have the greatest
numbers in their favour, shall be accordingly declared and
returned duJy elected; and out of the gentlemen, residen~s
of the Eastern-Shore, who shall be proposed as Senators,
the six who shall,on striking the ballots,appear to have the
greatest numbers in their favour, shall be accordingly declared
and returned duly elected; and if two or more, on the same
Shore, shall have an equal number of ballots in their favour,
by which the choice shall not be determined on the first
ballot, then the Electors shall again ballot before they sepa-
rate, in which they shall be confined to the persons, who on
the first baUot shall have had an equal number; and they
who shall have the greatest number in their favour on the
Eecond ballot, shall be accordingly declared and returned
duly elected: and if the whole number should not thus be
made up, because of an equal number on the second ballot
still being in favour of two or more persons, then the elec-
tion shall be deterlTlined by lot, between those who have
equal numbers; which proceedings of the Ejectors shall be
certified under their hands and returned to the Chancellor
furiliecimeb~n~. :

" 17. That the Electors of Senatofs shall judge of the
qualifications and electioIJs'of members of their body, and
on a contested election shall admit to a seat, as an Elector,
such qualified person, as shall appear to them to have the
gr~atest number of legal votes in his favour.

"18. That the Electors immediately on their meeting,
. and before they proceeq to the election of Senators, take

such oath of support and fidelity to this State, as this Con-
ventionor the Legislatureshall direct, and also an oath' to
'elect, without favour, affection, partiality, or prejudice, such
'persons for Senators as they, in their judgment and con-
'science, believe best qualified for the office.'

" 19. That in caseof refusal, death, resignation, disquaJi-
fication,or removal out of this State, of any Senator, or on

his becoming Governour, or a member of the Council, the
Senate shall immediately thereupon, or at their next meeting
thereafter, elect by banot, in the same manner as the Elect-
ors are above directed to choose Senators, another person in
his place, for the residue of the said term of five years.

"20. That not less than a majority of tbe Senate, with
their President, (to be chosen by them by ballot,) shall
constitute a House for the transacting any business, other
than that of adjourning.

"21. That the Senate shall judge of the elections and
qualification of Senators.

"22. That the Senate may originate any other, except
money bills, to which their assent or dissent only shall be
given; and may receive any other bills fwm the House of
Delegates, and assent, dissent, or propose amendments.

"23. That the General ,Assembly meet annually, on the
first Monday of November,and if necessaryoftener.

"24. That each House shallappoint itsownofficers,and
settle its own rules of proceeding.

"25. That a person of wisdom, experience, and virtue,
shall be chosen Governour, on the second j}londay of No-
vember,seventeen hundred and seventy-seven, and on the
second~Ionday in every year forever thereafter, by the
joint ballot of both Houses, to be taken in each House
respectively,deposited in a conferenceroom,the boxes to
be examined by a joint committee of both Houses, and the
numbers severally reported, that the appointment may be
entered; which mode of taking the joint ballot of both
Houses shall be adopted in all cases. But if two 01' more
shall have an equal number of ballots in their favour, by
which the choice shall not be determined on the first ba1lot,
then a second ballot shall be taken, which shall be confined
to the persons, who on the first ballot shall bave had an

"equal number; and if the ballots should again be equal
between two or more persons, then the election of theGov-
ernour shall be determined by lot,. between those who have
equal numbers; and if the person chosen Goverhour shall
die, resign, remove Ollt of the State,or refuse to act, (sitting
the General Assembly,) the Senate and House of Delegates
shall immediately thereupon proceed to a neW choice in
manner aforesaid.

"26. That the Senators and Delegates, on the second
Tuesday of November, seventeen hundred and seventy-seven,
and annually on the second Tuesday of November forever
thereafter, elect by joint ballot, in the same manner as Sen-
ators are directed to be chosen, five of the most sensibJe,
discreet and experienced men, above seventy-five years of
age, residents in Ihe State above three years next preceding
the election, and having therein a freehold of lands and
tenements, above the value of one thousand pounds, current
Inoney,to be the Council to the Governour, whose proceed-
ings shall be always entered on record, to any part whereof
any member may enter his dissent, and their advice, jf so
required by the Governour, or any member of the Council,
~hall be given in writing, and signed by the members giving
the same r~pectively; which proceedings of the Council
shall be laid beforethe Senate, or House of Delegates, when
called for by them, or either of them. The Council may
appoint theirownClerk, whoshall take such oath of support
and fidelity to this State as this Convention or the Legisla-
ture shall direct, and of secrecy, in such matters as he shall
be directed by the Board to keep secret.

" 27. That the Delegates to Congress from this State
shall be chosen annually, or superseded in the mean time by
the joint ballot of both Houses of Assembly, and that there
be a rotation in such manner that at least two of the number
be annually changed, and no person shall be capable of being
a Delegate to Congress for more than three in any term of
six years; and no person who bolds any office of pro6t in
tbe gift of Congress shall be eligible to sit in Congress, but
if appointed to any such office his seat shall be thereby
vacated: That no person unless above twenty.five years of
age, and a resident in this State more than five years next
Pl'ecedingthe ejection, and having real and personal estate
in this State above the value of one thousand pounds, current
money, shall be eligible to sit in Congress.

"28. That the.'5enators and Delegates, immediately on
their annua] meeting, and beforethey proceed to any busi-
ness, and every person hereafter elected a Senator or Dele-
gate, before he acts as such, shall take an oath of support
and fidelity to this State as aforesaid, and before the election
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of the Governour, or Members of the Council, shall take an while he acts as such; and no person holding a place of
oath 'to elect, without favour, affection, partia~ity, or preju- profit, or receiving any part of the profits thereof, or receiv.
'dice, such person, as Governour, or Member of tbe Council, ing the profits or any part of the profits arising on any
'as they, in their judgment and conscience, believe best agency for tbe supply of clothing or provisions for the Army
'qualified for the office.' or Na vy, or holding auy office under the United States, or

"29. That the Senate and Delegates may adjourn them- any of them, or a minister or preacher of the Gospel, of any
selves respectively; but if the two Houses should not agree denomination, or any person employed in the regular land
on the same time, but adjourn to difterent days, then shaH service, or marine, of this or the United States, shall have a
the Governour appoint and notify one of those days or some seat in the General Assembly or the Council of this State.
day between, and the Assembly shaJl then meet and be held" 38. That every Govel'llour, SenatOl', Delegate to Con-
accordingly, and he shal], if necessary, by advice of the gress or Assembly, and Member of the Council, before he
Council, call them before the time to ",hich they shall in any acts as such, shall take an oath' That he will not recei,'e,
manner be adjourned, on giving not less than ten days' notice' directly or indirect1y, at any time, any part of the profits
thereof; blJt the Governour shall not adjoul'l1 the Assembly' of any office held by any other person during his acting in
otherwise than as aforesaid, nor prorogue or dissolve it at ' his office of Governour, Senator, Delegate to Congress or
any time. 'Assembly, or Member of the Council, or the profits, or any

"30. That no person unless above twenty-five years of 'part of the profits arising on any agency, for the supply of
age, a resident in this State above five years next preceding' clothing or provisions for the Army or Navy.'
the election, and having in the State real and personal prop- "39. That if any Senator, Delegate to Congress or
erty above the value of five tbousand pounds, current money, Assembly, or Member of the Council, shall hold or execute
one thousand pounds whereof at least to be of freehold estate, any office of profit, or receive directly or indirectly, at any
shall be eligible as Governour. time, the profits or any part of the profits of any office exer.

"31. That the Govemour shall not continue in that office cised by any other person, during his acting as Senator,
longer than tl1ree years successively, nor be eligible as Gov- Delegate to Congress or Assembly, or Member of the toun-
ern our until the expiration of fout' years, after he shall have cil, his seat, on conviction in a court of law, by the oath of
been out of that office. two credible witnesses, shall be void, and he shall suffer the

"32. That upon the death, resignation, Oi removal out punishment for willful and corrupt perjury, or be banished
of this State of the Governour, the first named of tbe Coun- this State forever, or disqualified forever li'om holding any'
cil for the time being, shall act as Governour, and qualify in office or place of trust or profit, as the court may adjudge.
the same manner, and shall immediately call a meeting of "40. That the Chancellor, all Judges, the Attorney.
the General Assembly, giving not less than fourteen days General, Clerks of the General Court, the Clerks of the
notice of the meeting, at which meeting a Governour shall County Courts, the Registers of the Land Office, and the
be appointed, in manner aforesaid, for the residue of the Registers of Wills, shall hold their commissions during good
year.

. '
behaviour, remofable only for misbehaviour, on conviction

"33. That the Governour, by and with the advice and in a court of law.
consent of the Council, may imbody the Militia, and when" 41. That there be a Register of Wills appointed for
imbodied shall alone have the direction thereof, and shall each County, who shall be commissioned by the Governoul',
also have the direction of all the regular land and sea forces on the joint recommendation of the Senate and House of
under tbe laws of this State, but he shall not command in Delegates, and that upon the death, resignation, disqualifica-
person unless advised thereto by,the Council, and then only tion, or removal out of the County, by any Register of
so longas they shan approvethereaf,and may alaneexercise Wills in the recess af the General Assembly, the Governour,
all other the executive powers of Gavernment, where the with tbe advice of the Council, may appoint and commissian
concurrence of the Council is not required, according to the a tit and proper person to such vacant affice, to' hald the
laws of this State, and grant reprieves or pardons for any same until the meeting of the General Assembly.
crime, except in such cases where the law shall otherwise" 42. That Sheriffs shall be elected in each County by
direct; and may, during the recess af the General Assembly, ballat every third year, that is to say, two persons for the
lay embargoes to prevent the departure of any shipping, or office of Sheriff for each County, the one of whom having
the exportation of any commodities, far any time not ex- the majority of votes, or if both have an equal number,
ceeding thirty days in anyone year, summoning the Gen- either of them, at the discretion of the Governour, to be
eral, Assembly to meet within the time of the continuance c~mmissioned by the Governour for the said office; and
of such embargo, and may also order and compel any vessel having served far three years, such person shall be ineligible
to ride quarantine, if such vessel, or the part from which she for the four years next succeeding: bond with security to
shall have came, shall, on strong grounds, be suspected to be be taken every year as usual, and no Sheriff shan .be quali-
infected with the plague; but the Governour shaH not, under fied to act before the same is given. In case of death,
any pretence, exercise any power or preragative, by virtue of refusal, resignatian, disqualification, or removal out of the
any law, statute, ar custom of England or Great Britain. County, before the expiration of the three years, the other

"34. That the Members of the Council.' 0'1'any three?r , person chosen as aforesaid, ,shall be commissioned by the
more af them, when canvened, shall constItute a Board tor Governour to execute the saId office for the residue of the
the transacting of business; that the Governour for the time said three years; the said person giving bond with security
being shall preside in the Council, and be entitled to a vote as aforesaid, and in case of his death, refusal, resignatian, dis-
an all questians in which they shall be divided in opinion; qualification, or removal out of the County, befare the expi.
and in the absence of the Governour the first named of the ration of the said three years, the Gavernoul', with the advice
Council shan preside, and as such shall also vote in all cases of the Council, may nominate and commissian a fit and
where the .other members disagree in their apinion. proper person to execute the said office for the residue of

"35. That in case of relusal, death, resignation, dis- the said three years ; the said person giving bond and security
qualification, or removal out of the State, by any person as aforesaid; the election shall be held at the same time
chosen a Member of the Council, the Members thereof, and place appointed for the election of Delegates, and the
immediately thereupan, or at their next meeting thereafter, Justices tbere summoned to attend for the preservation of
shall elect, by ballot, another person, qualified as aforesaid, tbe peace shall be judges thereaf, and of the qualification of
in his place, for tbe residue of the year. "candidates, whp shall appoint a clerk to take the baJlots:

"36. That the Cauncil shall have power to make the all freemen above the age of twenty-one years, baving a free-
great seal of this State, which shall be kept by the Chan- hold of fifty acres af land in the County in which they offer
c,ellor for the time being, and, affixed. to a.1I laws, com mis- to ballat, and residing therein! and an free~en above the age
Slons, grants, and other publlck testImonIals, as has been of twenty-one years, and havJOg property In the State above
heretofore practised in this State. the value of thirty pounds, current money, and havinO'

"37. That no Senator, Delegate of the Assembly, or resided in the County in which they offer to' ballot on~
Membe"r of the Council, if he shall qualify as such, shall whole yeal' next preceding the election, shall have a rioht
hold 0'1'execute any office of profit, or receive the profits of of suffrage; no person to be eligible to the office of Sbe~'iff
any office exercised by any other person, during the time for a County bLlt an inhabitant of the said County, above
for which he sh~ll be elected; nor shall any ~ove~nou,r be the age o~ twenty-one years, and baving real and personal
capable af holdmg any other affice of profit In thIs State property 111the State above the value of one thousand
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pounds, current money ; the Justices'aCoresaid shall examine
the ballots, and the two candidates properly qualified,
having in each County the majority of legal ballots, shall
be declared duly elected Cor the office of Sheriff for such
'County, and returned to the Governour and Council, with
a certificate of the number oCballots for each of them.

"43. That every person who shall offer to vote for Del-
egates, or for the Electors of the Senate, or for the Sheriff,
shall (if required by any three persons qualified to vote)
before he be admitted to pqll, take such oath or affirmation
Qf support and fidelity to this State as this Convention or
the LegislatUre shall direct.

"44. That a Justice oCthe Peace may be eligible as a
Senatol', Delegate, or Member of the CounciJ, and may con-
tinue to act as a Justice of the Peace.

"45. That no Field-Officer of the Militia shall be eligi-
ble as a Senator, Delegate, or Member of the Council.

"46. That all civil officers hereafter to be appointed for
the several Counties of this State shall have been residents
of the County respectively fer which they shall be ap-
pointed, six months next before their appointment, and shall
continue residents of their County respectively during their
continuance in office.

" 47. That the Judges of the General Cqurt and J lIstices
of the County Courts, may appoint the Clerks of their
respective courts, and in case of refusal, death, resignation,
disqualification, or removal out of the State, or from their
respective Shores, of the Clerks of the General Court, or
either of them, in the vacation of the said court;. and in
case of the refusal, death, resignation, disqualification,
or removal out of the. County of any of the said County
Clerks in the vacation of the County Court of which he is
clerk, the Governour with the advice of the Coul'lcil may
appoint and commission a fit and proper person to sucn
vacant office respectively, to hold the same until the meet-
ing of the next General Court or County Court, as the case
may be.

"48. That the Govel'l1our for the time being, with the
advice and consent of the Council, may appoint the Chan-
celioI', and all J udgesand Justices, the Attorney-General,
naval officers, officers in the regular land and sea ser-
vice, officers of the Militia, Registers of the Land Office,
Surveyors, and all other civil officers of Government, (As-
sessors, Constables, and Overseers of the Roads only
excepted,) and may also suspend or remove any civil officer
who has not a commission during good ~ehaviour, and may
suspend any militia officer for one month, and may also
suspend or remove any regular officer in the land or sea
service; and the Governour may remove or suspend aQY
militia officer in pursuance of the judgment of a Court-
Martial.

"49. That all civil officers, of the appointment of the
Governour aod Council, who do not hold commissions during
good behaviour, shall be appointed annually in the third
week of November, but if any of them shall be reappointed,
they may continue to act without any new commission or
qualification; and every officer though not reappointed
shall continue to act until the person who shall be appointed'
and commissioned in his stead shall be qualified.

" 50._ That the Governour, every member of the Council,
and every Judge and Justice, before they act as such, shall
respectively take an oath, 'that he will not, through favour,
'affection, or partialityj vote for any person to office, and
'that he will vote for such person as in his judgment and
'conscience he believes most fit and best qualified for the
'office, ana that he has not made, nor will make, any prolI1-
'ise or engagement to give his vote or interest in favoUl'of
'any person.'

"51. That there be two Registers of the Land Office,
one upon the Western, and one upon the Eastern-Shore;
that short extracts of the grants and certificates of the land
on the Western and Eastern Shores respectively be made in
separate books, at the publick expense, and deposited in the
offices of the said Registers, in such manner as shall here-
after be provided by the General Assembly.

"52. That every Chancellor, Judge, Register of Wills,
Commissioner of the Loan Office, Auorney-General, Sheriff,
Treasurer, Naval Officer, Register of the Limd Office, Regis-
ter of the Chancery Court, and evel"yClerk of the Common
Law Courts, Surveyor, and Auditor of Publick Accounts,
before he acts as such, shall take an oath 'that he will not

'directly 01' indirectly receive any fee or reward for doing
'his office of' but what is or shall
'be all\Jwed by law, nor will directly or indirectly receive the
'profits or any part of the profits of any office held by any
'other person, and that he does not hold the same office in,
trust or fOl'the benefit of any other person.'

"53. That if any Governour, Chancellor, Judge, Register
of Wil1s, Attorney-General, Register of the Land Office,
Commissioner of the Loan Office, Register of the Chancery
Court, or any CI.erkof the Common Law Courts, Treasurer,
Naval Officer, Sheriff, Surveyor, or Auditor of Publjck
Accounts, shall receive directly or indirectly, at any time,
the profitsor any part of the profitsof any office,held by
any other person, during his acting in the office}o which he
is appointed, his election, appointment and commission, on
conviction in a court of Jaw, by the oath of two credible
witnesses,shallbe void, andhe shall suffer the punishment
for willful and corrupt perjury, or be banished this State for-
ever, or disqualified forever from holding any office or place
of trust or profit, as the court may adjudge.

"54. That if any person shall give any bribe, present, or
reward, 01'any promise, or any security for the payment or
delivery of any money, or any other thing, to obtain or pro-
cure a vote, to be Governour, Senator, Delegate to Congress,
or Assembly, Member of the Council, or Judge, or to be
appointed to any of the said offices, or to any office of profit
01'trust, now created 01' hereafter to be created in this State,
the person giving and the person receiving the same, on
conviction in a court of law, shall be forever disqualified
to hold any office of trust or profit in this State.

"55. That eyery person appointed to any office of profit
or tmst shall, before he enters onthe execution thereof, take
the following oath, to wit: 'I, A B, do swear, that I do not
'hold myself bound in allegiance to the King of Great,

Britain, and that I will be faithful and be-ar true allegiance
'to the State of ~Iaryland.' And shall also subscribe a
declaration of his belief in the Christian rdigion.

"56. That there be a Court of Appeals, composed of
persons of integrity and sound judgment in the law, whose
judgment shall be filial and conclusive in all cases of appeal,
from the General Court, Court of Chancery, and Court of
Admiralty: That one person of integrity and sound judg
ment in the law, be appointed Chancellor. That three persons
of integrity amI sound judgment in the law, be appointed
Judges of the court now called the Provincial Court; and
that the same court be. hereafter called and known by the
name of the General Court; which court shall sit on the
Western and Eastern Shores for transacting and determining
the business of the respective Shores, at such times. and
places as the future Legislature of this State shall direct. and
appoint.

"57. That the style of all laws run thus: 'Be it enacted
by the General Assembly of Maryland:' That all pubIick
commissions and grants runs thus: 'The State of Maryland,
&c.:' and shall be signed by the Governour, and attested by
the Chancellor,with the seal of the State annexed, except
military and militia commissions, which shall not be attested
by the Chancellor or have the se::!l of the State annexed:
That all writs shall run in the same style, and be tested,
sealed, and signed, as usual: That all indictments shall con-
c]ude, 'Against the peace, government and dignity of the
State.'

"58. That all penalties and forfeitures, heretofore going
to the King or ProprietarYl shall go to tbe State, save only
such as the General Assembly may abolish or otherwise
provide for.

"59. That this form of Government, and the Declara-
tion of Rights, and no part thereof, shall be altered, changed,
or abolished, unless a bill so to alter, change, or abolish the
same, shall pass the General Assembly and be published
at least three months before a new election, and shall be
confirmed by the General Assembly after a new election of
Delegates, in the first session after such new election; pro-
vided tbat nothing in this form of Government which relates
to tlie Eastern-Shore particularly shall at any time hereafter
be altered, unless for the alteration and confirmation thercof
at least two-thirds of all the members of each branch of the
General Assembly shall concur.

"60. That every bill passed by the General Assembly,
wben engrossed, shall be presented by the Speaker of the
House of Delegates, in the Senate, to the Governour, for the
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time being, who shall sign the same, and thereto affix the
great seal, in the presence of the members of both Houses.
Every law shall be recorded in the General Court Office of
the Western-Shore, and in due time printed, published, and
certified under the great seal, to the several County Courts,
in the same manner <!oshath been heretofore used in this
State.

'

"61. That to introduce the new Government, an election
be held for the Electors of the Senate on Monday, the
twenty-fifth of November, in this present year, and that the
Electors of the Senate meet at Annapolis on ~Monday, the
ninth of December, in this present year, and there choose
Senators, and that an election be held on Wednesday, the
eighteenth of December, for Delegates to serve in. General
Assembly, and for Sheriffs; and that the said elections be
made by such persons in the same manner and under the
sa~ qualifications as such elections are herein before
directed to be made at the periodical times before mentioned;
the retums of all which first elections shall be made to the
Council of Safety for the tIme being; and the Genera] Assem-
bly shall meet at Annapolis, on ItIonday. the tenth of Febru-
ary next, and shall in their then session, or in such, future
session as they shall think proper, choose a Govemour and
Council for the residue of the year, in the manner before
directed: and for filling in the first instance on Iy all the
offices in the dis.positio[l of the Governour with the advice
of the Council, the Honse of Delegates may also propose
to the Senate a list of all officers in the appointment of the
Governour with the advice of the Council, and on the
Senate concurring therein, or in the recommendation of any
of the persons therein mentioned, such persons so recom-
mended shall be commissioned by the Governour; but if the
Senate shall not concur in the recommendation of any of the
persons proposed as aforesaid, then shall a joint ballot _of
both Houses be taken in manner aforesaid for persons to be
recommended for such offices, and the persons in whose
favour such ballot shall pass shall be commissioned as afore-
said."

That the said elections for all the Counties in this State,
except Washington, Montgomery, C(£cil, and Queen Anne's,
be held at the places of holding the County Courts of those
Counties respectively.

That the election for Washington, County be held at
Hagar's-to'wn. .

That the elections for Montgomery County be held at the
house now occupied by Charles Hungerford.

That the ejections for ClEcil County be held at the Head
of Elk.

And, that the elections for Queen Anne's County be held
at Chester Mill, where George Hanson now dwells.

That Abraham Barnes, Hugh Hupewell, and Henry
Tubman, Esquires, or any two or one of them, be judge of
and hold the elections for St. Mary's County.

That George Dent, Samuel Hanson, and Warren Dent,
Esquires. or any two Ol"one of them, be judge of and hold
the elections for Charles County.

That William Allnut, Samuel Chew, and Daniel Raw-
lings, Esquires, or any two or one ofthem, be judge of and
hold the elections for Calvert County.

. .
That William Beanes, Enoch jtIagruder, and Jeremiah

J)lagruder, Esquires, or any two or one of them, be judge of
and hold the elections for Prince George's County.

That Joseph Galloway, Thomas Dorsey, and Thomas
Watkins, Esquires, or any two or one of them, be judge of
and hold the elections for Anne Arundel County.

That John Murdock, Zadock Magruder, and Joseph
Wilson, Esquires, or any two or one of them, be judge of
and hold the elections for Montgomery County.

That PlJ,lliam Luckett, John Adhnnj and Joseph Wells,
Esquires, or any two or one of them, be judge of and hold
the elections for Frederick County.

That Joseph Smith, Noah Hart, and Ely. Williams,
Esquires, or any two or one of them, be judge of and hold
the elections for Washington County.

That Thomas Gist, Senior, Edward Cockey, and Henry
Stevenson, Junior, Esquires, or any two or one of them, be
judge of and hold the elections for Baltimore C.ounty.

That Amos Garret, William Webb, and Thomas John-
son, Esquires, or any two or one of them, be judge of and
hold the elections for Harford County.

.
.

That James Evans, Thomas Mny, and John Stockton,

Esquires, or any two or one of them, be judge of and hold
the eJ.ections.for C(£cilCounty.

That John Page, William Rogers, and William Bord-
ley, Esquires, or any two or one of them, be judge of and
hold the elections for Kent County.

That Thomas Ringgold, Nathaniel Wright, and Samuel
Thompson.. Esquires, or any two or one of them, be judge
of and hold the elections for Queen Anne's County.

That John Goldsborough, William Perry, and John
Bracco, Esquires, or any two or one of them, be judge of
and hold the elections for Talbot County.

That Henry Hooper, Q. S. Bartholomew Ennalls, and
James }Uuir, Esquires, or any two or one of them, be judge
of and hold the elections for Dorchester County.

That Henry Casson, Foster Goldsborough, and John
White, Esquires, or any two or one of them, be judge of and
hold the elections for Caroline County.

That Thomas Hayward, Andrew Francis Cheney, and
Thomas Bruff, Esquires, or any two or one of them, be
judge of and hold the elections for Somerset County.

That Joshua Mitchell, Benton Harris, and Robert Done,
Esquires, or any two or one of them, be judge of and hold
the elections for Worcester County.

That the Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen of the City of
Annapolis, or any three or more of them, be judges of and
hold the elections for the City of Annapolis.

That John Merriman, Junior, 'James Calhoun, and Ben-
jamin Griffin, Esquires, or any two or one of them, be judge
of and hold the elections for Baltimore Town.

That a Clerk or Clerks be appointed by the said juda-es
for taking the polls at the said elections.

<:>

That every Judge of the Election; before he proceeds to
take 01' receive any vote, shall take the following oath, or
affirmation, to wit: "I, A B, do swear, or affirm, that I
will permit all persons to vote, who shall offer to poll at the
elections now to be held for County, City,
or Town, who in my judgment shall, according to
the directions contained in the form 9f Government, be en-
titled to poll at the same election, and that I wilt not admit
any person to poll at the same election~who before his votina-
shall be objected against by any three of the electors, if
such person is not in my judgment qualified to vote as afore-
said, and will in all things execute the office of Judge of the
said ~Iections according to the best of my knowledge,
without favour or partiality. So help me God."

That every Clerk, before he enters any vote on the polls,
shall take the following oath, to wit: "I, A B, do declare,'
that I will well and faithfully, without favour, affection, or
p~rtiality, execute the office of Clerk of the Elections for

County, the City of Annapolis, or Baltimore Town,
according to the best of my knowledge. So help me God."

Adjourned till three o'clock.

Post Meridiem. Convention met.
On motion of Mr. Ewing, That no person in this State

who hath hitherto refused or neglected to sign the Associa-
tion, (unless from religious principles,) shall ever be eligible
to any office of profit or trust therein? The previous ques-
tion was called for .byMr. Gust. Scott, and put, Wbethel' the
above question be now put? Carried in the negative.

AFFIRMATIVE.

Mr. Worthington,
S. Chase,
Paca,
J. Wilson,
Bar.ll"
Wilhams,
Edelen,
Beall,
Stull,

NEGATIVE.

Mr. Fenwick, Mr. Deye,
Plater, Stevenson,
Grahame, Bond,
Fitzhugh, Love,
J. Mackall, T. Smyth,
Carroll, Kent,
Fis<;her, S. Wright,
Sheredine, Edmondson,
Schriver, Gibson,
Ridgely, Mason"

Mr. President laid before the Convention a Letter
from tbe Hrmourable John Hancock, Esquire;President of
Congress, dated the 4th instant, and the Resolutions of

Mr. Barnes,
Deat,
B. Mackall,
Bowie,
B. Hall,
Sprigg,
Marbury,
Hammond,
J. HaJl,

Mr. J. Smith,
J. T. Chase,
Ar<;her,
Gilpin,
Ewmg,
D. Smith,
Brevard,
Bruff.

Mr. Dickinson,
Johnson,
Gust. Scott,
Geo. Scott,
Horsey,
CJ1aille,
1rishop,
MitcheJl,
Shepherd.
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ConO"res~ therein endosed llated the 30th day of October,
illI :hich were read, and after some time spent in cousider-
Ing the same, the further consideration thereof was postponed
till to-morrow.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Saturday, November 9,1776,
Convention inet. AU Members present as on yesterday,

except Mr. Earle.
The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
lVIr.Fenwick and Mr. Johnson have leave of absence.
On motion of Mr. D. Smith,
Resolved, That at the election for Sheriffin CtEcilCounty

on Wednesday, the 18th of December next, it shall be lawful
for the voters to mention in their ballots the name of the
place they choose for holding the County Courts in the said
County for the future; and that the Judges of said ejection
shall count 'the number of ballots for ,each place that shall
be voted for, and due return thereof make to the next Gen-
eral. Assembly of this State, for tbeir further order therein.

The mder of the day, for taking into consideration the
Memorial of Captain William Stone, being read,

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to inquire into
the truth of the facts therein set forth,

And'Mr. S. Wright, Mr. J. T. Chase, and Mr. Gra-
hame, were appointed a Committee for that purpose.

The Convention took into consideration the Report from
the Committee appointed to prepare a scheme for the emis-
sion of Bills of Credit, to defray the expenses of defending
this State, and for other purposes therein mentioned, and
came to the following Resolutions thereon:

Resolved, That for 'the defence of this State, and forother
purposes resol\led upon in Convention, Bills of CI'edit of the
denomination of dollars, and parts of a dollar, to the amount
of five hundred and thirty-five thousand one hundred and
eleven dollars and one-ninth part of a dollar, be printed and
struck with all convenient speed, under the care and direc-
tion of such persons as shall be appointed by the Council of
Safety for that purpose, in manner and form following, to
wit:

"This Bill of shall entitle the bearer
hereof to receive gold or silver, at the rate of four shillings
and sixpence sterling per dollar for the said Bill, aCfPording
to a resolve .of the Convention of ~(aryland, held at the
City of Annapolis, the 14th day of August, 1776."

That the said Bills of Credit be struck on the plates and
printed with the devices and marks prepared for the last
emission, and that the number and denomination of the said
bills shall be the following, and no other, to wit: sixteen
thousand bills of eight dollars each, sixteen thousand bills
of six dollars e~ch, sixteen thousand bills of four dollars
each, sixteen thousand bills of two dollars arid two-third
parts of a dollar each, thirty-two thousand bills of two dol-
lars each, thirty-two thousand biBs of one dollar and one-
third part of a dollar each, thirty-two thousand bills of one
dollar each, thirty-two thousand bills of two-third parts of a
dollar each, forty thousand hills of half a dollar each, forty
thousand bills of one-third part of a dollar each, forty thou-
sand bills of one-si:K.thpart of a dollar each, and forty thou-
sand bills of one-ninth part of a dollar each.

That the Council of Safety purchase and provide a suf-
ficient quantity of proper paper, on which to print and strike
the said BilJs of Credit, and that the said Council of Safety
do forthwith cause the said Bills of Credit to be printed and
struck, under the direction of two discreet and sober free-
men of this State, to be by them appointed to that service,
who shall be caBed Supervisors.

That the said Supervisors shall use the best of their care
and diligence that the said bills, according to their respective
denominations aforesaid, and according to the manner and
form aforesaid, be (orthwith printed and struck, and that the
number of any of the denominations thereof be not ex-
ceeded, nor any clandestine or fraudulent pra.ctice be used
by the printer, his apprentices, servants, and others con-
cerned in the printing or striking thereof.

That the printer, and all his apprentices and servants
whom he shall empJoy in the said work, before he or they
enter upon the same, take before some Justice of the Peace,
in the presence of one or both of the Supervisors, the fol-
lowing oath, to wit:

(,
1, A B, do swear, that 1 will truly, faithfully, and

honestly perform the duty of printer of the Bills of Credit
directed to be printed by a resolve of the Convention of
Maryland, held at the City of Annapolis the 14th day of
August, seventeen bundred and seventy-six, and that 1 will
not advisedly print or stamp a greater number of blank Bills
of Credit than in that resolve mentioned, nor of any other
denominQtion than therein expressed, except such sheets as
may be so blotted, unfair, or imperfect in' the printing or
striking thereof, that the same shall be unfit for use. So
help. me God."

That the said printer sball not by himself, his servant",
or any other person by him employed, print, strike, stitch,
or bind, the said bil1s,or any of tbem, but in the presence
of one or both of the said Supervisors. And in everyinter-
mission of the work, the said Supervisors sball safely and
secUl'elylock up the press and stamps wjth which the ,,"ark
shall be performed, and the impressions which shall be then
made, in the room in which the printing and binding shall be
done, and tbe keys of such room sha]] keep in their posses-
sion. And when all the said bills shall be printed and
struck, the plates shall be immediately delivered by the
printer to the said Supervrmrs, and by tbem to the Conven-
tion, or in its recess to the Council of Safety.

That Messieurs Nathan lIammond, Richard Tootell,
John Brice, Thomas Brooke Hodgkin, John Duckett,
Thomas Gassaway, Frederick Green, William Wilkins,
Nicholas Harwood, Saint George Peale, Richard Tilgh-
man, (of Talbot County,) William Perry, Samuel Sharpe,
Joseph Bruff, Samuel Edmondson, Alexander Irvine,
Charles Edward Irvine, and Thomas Dawson, or any two
of them, be signersof the said bills.

That the said Supervisors, as soon as the said bills shall
be printed, struck, stitched, and bound, sha]] deliver three-
fourth parts thereof in value to the Treasurer of the West-
ern-Shore, and the other fourth part thereof to the Treas
Ul'erof the Eastern-Shore; and tbe said Treasurers shall
deliver out to the signers residing on their respective Shores,
such and so many of the said bills to be immediately num-
bered and signed by them, as may be sufficient to answer
any probable immediate demand on them WI' the same, not
exceeding twel \Ie thousand dollars; and each of the said
bills shall be numbered and signed by some two of the said
signers, and returned again after being numbered and signed,
to tbe respective Treasurers; ahd so from time to time shall
the said biHs be delivered out, numbered, signed, and re-
turned to the said Treasurers respectively, either of the said
Treasurers not keeping by him at anyone time, ready num-
bered and signed, more than twelve thousand doHars.

That the receipts of every delivery of the said bills, be-
fore and after the numbering and signing the same, be given
by the signers and Treasurers respectively, each to the other.

Tbat the Treasurer of the Western-Shore, out of the
said Bills of Credit in his hands, pay to each of the Super-
visors two doHarsand two-third parts of a dollar for each
day's attendance and supervising the said work, and to the
printer so much as sball be agreed by tbe Council of Safety
for his services, and for the ink and otber materials, except
paper, necessary for the said work jand the said Treasurers
shaH also respectiveJy pay to each signer of every thousand
of the said bills one dollar and one-third pan of a dollar for
his services.

That the Treasurer of ihe. Western-Shore shaH have a
yearly sa1ary of one thousand dollars, and the Treasurer of
the Eastern-Shore shall have a yearly salary of four hundred
doHars, for their trouble and expenses. '

That torn and defaced biHsshaH be exchanged at rea-
sonable and convenient times.

That the said Bills of Credit sha1l be redeemed and sunk
on 01' before the first day of January, one thousand seven
hundred and eigbty-six, by taxes or other legislative pro-
visionj and this Convention bind their constituents, and
pledge the faith of the State, for the redemption of the said
bills on or before the said fil'st day of January, one thousand
Seven hundred and eighty~six.

That one hundred and twenty thousand dollars of the
said Bills of Credit, so to be printed and struck, shall be
applied to exchange the Bills of Credit printed and struck
by virtue of the resolve of the Convention on the twenty-
sixth day of July, in tbe year one thousand seven hundred
and s~venty-five, and the said Treasurers shall, upon the
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application of any person or persons holding any number
and value of the said Bills of Credit, deliver to such person
or persons the like value~in the new Bills of Credit in lieu
thereof.

That from and after the receipt of the Bills of Credit
emitted by this Convention by the said Treasurers respec-
tively, all payments wbich they shall make by virtue of any
resolve of Convention, shaH be made in the BiHs of Credit
emitted by this and the last Convention, and not in the BiHs
of Credit of the emission of July, one thousand seven hun-
dred and seventy-five.

That the said BiHs of Credit, which shaH be so as afore-
said printed and struck, over and ab.ovethe said bills hereby
directed to be applied to exchange the said former Bills of
Credit, be applied to the several purposes resolved on in this
and the last Convention of this State, and that the Treas-
urers pay the same to the orders of the Convention, Coun-
cil of Safety, or such persons as this Convention shaH direct
and appoint.

That the said Treasurers, before they receive the said
blank biHsto be printed and struck by virtue of the resolves
of this Convention, shaH give bonds respectively, the Trea-
surer of the Western-Shore in the penalty of twelve thousand
pounds sterling, payable to the Honourable Daniel of Saint
Thomas Jenifer, Charles Carroll of Carrollton, and Charles
Carroll, (Barrister,) Esquires; and the Treasurer of the
Eastern-Shore in the penalty of four thousand pounds
sterling, payable to the Honourable Matthew Tilghman,
Edwa/'d Lloyd, and James Lloyd Chamberlaine, Esquires,
with the like conditions as directed by the resolve of Con-
vention in July session, seventeen ,hundred and seventy-
five; both which bonds shaH be with sufficient sureties, to be
approved of by the obligees therein named, or any two of
them respectively.

On motion of Mr. Bowie, the question was put, That a
sum of money be provided at the publick expense, for
drummers and fifers,with drums, fifes, and colours? Carried
in the negative.

But if the honourable Congress will not specify the Lands
as aforesaid, and should signify a desire that the said addi-
tional bounty of ten dollars should not be given, that then
the Commissioners wilh the permission of Congress proceed
as aforesaid and endeavour to effect the said inlistment on
the bounty of twenty dollars allowed by Congress, but they
are not to engage the faith of this Siate to give or make
good any bounty of Lands or give any assurance whatsoever
that they will have such bounty.

.
Resolved, That Mr. Presidentwrite to the Congress,and

inform them, that this Convention fee] themselves very un-
happy that there should have been any, the least, difference
of opinion between them; and as desired have reconsidered
their former re80lutions for raising the quota of Troops of
this State, and on a very deliberate and attentive consider-
ation of the subject have come to the resolutions of this
day, which the President is requested to enclose.

That this Convention never apprehended that the Con-
gress intended this State should be obliged in its indivi~ual
capacity to make good the bounty of Lands to the soldiery,
but were of opinion and remain fil'mly persuaded that if
the bounty in Land should, by authority of this State, be
proposed as a motive to induce the individuals of its quota
to inlist, this State will be bound in good faith to see that
bounty effectually granted; and therefore as this State
has no Lands belonging solely and exclusively to itself, with
which to make good the bounty, it is not only prudent, but
necessary, before they do an act which will engage the faith
of the State, to know what Land is to be applied, and on
what terms, to the designed purpose~

That this Convention are under the strongest impressions
that the back Lands claimed by the British Crown, if
secured by the blood and treasure of all, ought in reason,
justice, and policy, to be considered as a common stock, to
be parcelled out by Congress into free, convenient, and inde-
pendent Governments, as the wisdom of that body shall
hereafter direct; but if these (the only lands as this Con-
vention apprehend that can) should be provided by Congress
at the expense of the United States to make good the prof-AFFIRMATIVE. .
fered bounties, every idea of their being a common stockMr.Hammond, Mr.Stull,

t b h b .
f th St t b fi

.
Paca, Gustavus Scott. mus e t ere y given up: some 0 e a es may, y xing
Bayly, their own price on the Land, payoff what of their quota

NEGATIVE. of the publick debt they please, and have their extensive
!rtr.Barnes, Mr. Williams, Mr. Ewing, territory settled by the soldiery of the other States, whilst

Plater, Fischer, D. Smith, this State and a few olhers must be so weakened and impov-

~::t:' ~~~:~:ne, ~:eS:~;h, erished, that they can hold their liberties only at the will of
Parnham, Schriver, Kent, their powerful neighbours.
B. Mackall, Beall, Bruff, That this State is so far from having an intention ta
~;;~~~;~: ~~;;:Jy, fr~~~:,dson, increase unnecessarily the expense of the United States,
J. Mackall, Stevenson, Johnson, that it hath uniformly given every evidence to the contrary;
B. Hall, Shepherd, George Scott, but this Convention, impressed with the indispensable neces-Worthington, J SmIth Horsey, .
J. HaJJ, 1iond,'

,
Chaille, sity of establishing and keeping up a good Army, at the

S. Chase, Love, Bishop, same time that they could not be active in giving up a com-
Carroll, A
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Mitchell. mon right of the United States, or in rendering the freedomJ. Wilson,
. . . of their own precarious, determined to exert the only safe

,On motion, Reso!t'ed,. That the Brl~adlers-General of means in their power to raise the quota of this State, nor
this State, ~h.en called IOto actual serVice, be allowed at can this Convention yet see any possibility of injury to the
the rate of eIghty Dollars per calendar month. common interest, fr.omthis State adopting the most effectual

The Convention resumed the consideration of the Letter means to raise its own quota of Troops of its own inhab-
from the honourable the President of the Congress, and the itants partly, or even wholly, at its separate expense.
Resolutions of Congress laid before them yesterday, and That this Convention have a strong disinclination to go
thereupon came to the follawing Resolutions: into any discussion of the powers with which the Congress

Resolved, That if the honourable Cangress will specify is invested, being fully sensible that the general interest will
any Land belonging to the United States as a common stock not be promoted by either the Congress affirming, or this
to be divided amongst the soldiery in their service, the Canvention denying, the existence of a fullness of powel' in
Commissioners appointed by this Convention to repair to that honourable body; the best and only proper exercise of
the camps in New-York and the Jerseys immediately on its which can be in adopting the wisest measures for equally
being made known ta them proceed to the camps, and securing the rights and liberties of each of the Qnited States,
endeavour to inlist such of the Troops and Militia of this which was the principle of their union.
State now there, as are willing to enter inta the Continental That this Convention, very sincerely disposed to contri-
service on the terms proposed by Congress: or if the Con- bute every thing in their power towards the common cause,
gre8s will not make such specification of the Lands to be will, if the Congress choose neither to specify the Lands to
given as aforesaid, and \ViIl permit the inlistment of the be given in bounties, nor to permit this State to give the
quota of Troops of this State on the terms proposed by this proposed additional bounty of ten dollars, endeavour to inlist
Convention, that then the Commissioners proceed to the its quota of Troops on the twenty dollars bounty allowed
camps and endeavour to procure the inlistment of the Troops by Congress; but if the event should prove a disappoint-
according to the former resolutions of this Convention, pay- ment, it cannot be imputed to this State.
ing to each Non-Commissioned Officer and Private who That this Convention request the bonourable Congress
shall so inlist, the twenty dollars bounty allowed by ConO'ress, soon to signify their pleasure in this matter to the Commis-
and the additional bounty of ten dollars proposed by the sioners from this State now attending in Philadelphia, that
said resolutions of Conventian to be allawed by this State. the little time left lJIay not be lost.
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Mr. Bowie,
Sprigg,

arbury,
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On motion of Mr. Johnson,
Resolved, That those of Captain Riclwrd Smith's Com-

pany who will not reinJist in the ArtiJJery service of this
State be discharged.

Mr. S. Wright brings in and delivers to Mr. President a
Report from the Committee appointed to inquire into the
truth of the facts set forth in the Memorial of Captain Wil-
liam Stone; which was read, and after some time spent in
considering the same, the further consideration thereof was
postponed, at the request of Captain Stone, till the fi~t
meeting of the General Assembly.

The order of the day, for taking into consideration the
Letter from the President of Congress of the 2d of October
last being read, the same was referred till to-morrow.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

..

Sunday, November 10, 1776.

C.onvention met. All Members present as on yesterday,
except Mr. Gibsan.

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
On motion of Mr. S. Wright, the question was put, That

a Committee be appointed to revise the Declaration of Rights
and the form of Government, and that the same be read in
the House and signed by the President before the rising of
this Convention, and that the said Committee correct lan-
guage and report to the House any inconsistencies they may
discover therein r Carried in the negative.

The order of the day, for taking into consideration the
Letter from the President of Congress of the 2d of October
last,being read, the Convention took the same into con-
sideration: and thereupon

Resolved, That the Honourable Matthew Tilghman, Esq.,
and Thomas Johnson, Jun., William Paca, Thomas Stone,
Samuel Chase, Benjamin Rumsey, and Charles Carroll,
Barrister, Esquires, or any three or more of them, be Dele-
gates to represent this State in Congress until the first day
of ltlarch next, or until the General Assembly 511<111make
further order therein; and that the said Delegates, 0\' any
three or more of them, be authorized and empowered to
concur with the other United States, or a majority of them,
in forming a Confederation, and in making foreign alliances,
provided that such Confederation, when formed, be not
binding upon this State without the assent of the General
Assembly; and the said Delegates, or any three or more of
them, are also authorized and empowered to concur in any
measureswhich may be resolved on by Congress for carrying
on the war with Great Britain, and securing the liberties of
the United States, reserving always to this State the sole and
exclusive right of regulating the internal police thereof.

. And the said Delegates, or any three or more of them,
are hereby authorized and empowered, notwithstanding any
measures heretofore taken, to concur with the Congress, or
a majority of them, in accommodating our unhappy differ-
ences with Great Britain, on such terms as tbe Congress,
or a majority of them, shall think proper.

Adjourned till three o'clock.

. Post ~feridiem. Convention met. Mr. H. Wilson and
Mr. Ringgold appeared in the House.

On motion, Resolved, That no Civil Officer or Delegate
to Congress be appointed, unless there shall be a majority
of the Members present in his favour.

The Convention proceeded to ballot for a Council of
Safety, and John Hall, George Plater, Daniel of Saint
Thomas Jenifer, Brice Thomas Beale Worthington, Charws
Grahame, Joseph Nicholson, N~holas Thomas, William
Rumsey, and James Tilghman, Esql\ires, were elected.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Monday, November 11, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday,
except Mr. Fenwick, Mr. B. Mackall, Mr. Gustavus Scott,
and Mr. George Scott.

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
On motion of Mr. Parnham,
Re~olved; That a Committee of Observation for each

County in this State be elected byballot on Monday, the
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25th instant; that the number for each Count)' be the same
as ~~retofore directed; that the jurlges appointed for th~
election of Electors of the Senate be judges of the said
election, and the qualification of voters the same as for
Delegates to the House of Delegates. That the said Com-
mittees, at their first meeting after the election, proceed to
the choice of ComOlittees for licensing suits, in the same
manner as heretofore directed; and that the above Commit~
tees be invested with the powers given by this and fonner
Conventions, and continue to act till the 10th day of March
next, or until the General Assembly of this State shall make
further order therein.

The Convention took into consideration the Letter Ii'om
the honourable the President of the Congress, of the twelfth
day of October last, enclosing the Resolutions of Congress or
the third and seventh of the same month, reJative to the
establishment of a Loan Office in each of the United States,
and thereupon came to the following Resolutions:

..

That a Loan Office be established in this State agreeable
to the resolve of Congress, and that Mr. Thomas Harwood,
Jun., be appointed Commissioner, to superintend such Loan
Office in this State.

That if any inhabitant of this State shall, after the first
day of December next, within or without this State, or any
person whatsoever shall, within this State, after the said first
day of December next, forge or counterfeit any of the certifi-
cates, bills, or notes of the Continental Loan Office, or alter
the sum expressed in any of the said certificates, bills, or
notes, or shall offer, or cause to be offer~d in payment, any
such counterfeit, forged, or altered certificate, bill, or note,
knowing the same to be counterfeit, forged, or altered, and
shall be thereof convicted by a petit jury, after a present-
ment by a grand jury, in the General Court, or shall stand
mute, or peremptorily challenge above the number of twenty
of the panel, he shall suffer death as a felon, without benefit
of clergy.

Ordered, That copies of the above Resolutions be trans~
mitted by the Clerk to the Commissioners of the Continental
Treasury. .

A Petition from a number of the inhabitants of Baltimore
County, praying to be relieved from the exorbitant and ex-
traordinary charges of the Magistrates, Clerk, and Sheriff of
said County, was read, and referred till the first meeting of
the General Assembly.

On reading a Letter from the Chairman of the Committee
of Observation for Baltimore County, setting forth, that a
great number of the people called Methodists, pretending to
be preachers, claimed an exemption from mustering under
the exception made in favour of clergymen, and a certificate
from the yearly Conference, that a certain Nathan PeriIJo,
who had been fined by the said Committee for not enrollmg
in some company of Militia, was a -preacher of that denom-
ination,

Resolved, That the fine set upon the said Nathan Perigo
by the Committee of Baltimore County aforesaid, be re-
mitted.

On motion, Resolved, That all petitions, applications,
and reports, to Convention this present session, and all peti-
tions, applications, and reports, in all former sessions, whereon
no final order hath been or shall be made, be referred to the
General Assembly.

Whereas the detaining in cnstody debtors who are willing
to deliver up their estates to the use of their creditors, can
be of no beoefit to individua]s, and may be prejudicial to the
community,

Resolved, therefore, That the Justices of the several
Counties in this State are hereby authorized and empowered
to release all debtors in their several jails who may owe up-
wards of two hundred pounds, sterling money, in the same
manner and upon the same terms as debtors may be released
under the aci of Assembly; provided application be made
by the several debtors, or such of them as may be desirou$
of being released, on or hefore the first day of January next.

Mr. Horsey and Mr. Dickinson have leave of absence.
Adjourned till three o'clock.

Post Meridiem. Convention met.
On motion or Mr. J. Hall,
Resolved, That the Council of Safety be empowered to
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draw for a sum not exceeding ten thousand Pounds, of the
Bills of Credit now remaining in the hands of the Treasurer
of the Eastern-Shore, appropriated to the calling in and
cancel1ing the BiBs of Credit issued by the Convention in
July, seventeen hundred and seventy-five, and that they
apply the same, or any part thereof, to the use of the publick,
as occasion may require, and that the same be replaced in the
'!'reasury out of the new emissionordered by this Convention.

And further Resolved, That in case the new emission
should be delayed, by not getting paper, or otherwise, so as
to make it necessary, the Council of Safety be empowered
to borrow, of such persons who are willing to lend, a further
sum of money, not exceeding twenty thousand Pounds, to
answel' the demands that may be made on them for pub]ick
expenses, or on the Treasurers for money to be exchanged
according to former resolves, to be repaid out of the said new
emission.

Mr. Worthington brings in and delivers to Mr. President
a Report from the Committee appointed to examine the
claims upon the Treasury, which was read in the following
words, to wit:

"By the Committee appointed to examine the claims
upon the Treasury.

" In obedience to the order of the honourable Convention,
your Committee have examined the accounts of the Treasu-
rers of the Western and Eastern Shores, and compared the
payments made by them with the 'Vouchers, and find by
account settled the 31st of August a balance remaining in
the hands of William Hindman, Treasurer of the Eastern-
Shore, in notes of credit to the amount of seventeen thousand
four hundred and seventy-seven pounds ten shillings and ten
pence; and by account settled to the 9th of November, a
balance remaining in the hands of Thomas Harwood, Trea-
surer of the Western-Shore, to the amount of seventeen
thousand seven hundred and twenty-four pounds six shillings
and seven pence; of which last sum there appears to have
been paid to him, nine thousand six hundred and twenty-five
pounds by the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore since the set-
tlement of the account with him.

"Your Committee ha ve, during the sitting of this Con-
vention, counted and burnt Bills of Credit emitted by the
resolutions of the Convention in July, one thousand seven
hundred and seventy-five, which have been exchanged by
the Western-Shore Treasurer of this State for Bills of
Credit emitted by resolutionsof the Conventionin Decem-
ber last, to the amount of twenty-three thousand one hun-
dred and twenty-two pounds seventeen shillingsand six:
pence; and also, Bills of Credit exchanged by the Treasurer
of the Eastern-Shore, to the amount of five thousand eight
hundred and thirty pounds fifteen shillings. It appears to
your Committee, that the Committee of Claims in June
last burnt the sum of six. thousand seven hundred and
twenty-nine pounds twelve shillingsand six pence exchanged

by the Treasurer of the Western-Shore, and also the sum
of three thousand six hundred and seventy-seven pounds.
exchanged by the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore; and
there appears to be in the hands of the Treasurer of the
Western-Shore the sum of one hundred and forty-seven
pounds ten shillings, subject to the demands of the holders
of the Bills of Credit emitted in July, seventeen hundred
and seventy-five, and in the hands of the Treasurer of the
Eastern-Shore the sum of fifteen thousand four hundred
and ninety-two pounds five shillings, subject to the demands
of the holders of said Bills of Credit.

"Your Committee herewith lay before the Convention
the Journal of Accounts, together with the accounts settled
with the Treasurers of the Western and Eastern Shores
respectively.

" All which is humbly submitted to the honourable ~on.
vention.

"Signed by order of the Committee,
"NICH. HARWOOD,Clerk."

The Journal of Accounts was read and assented to. .

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shorepay
the several claims allowed in the same.

Mr. Gralwme informs the Convention that his bad state
of health will not permit him to attend his duty as a Mem-
ber of the Council of Safety, and therefore begs leave to

. resign, -and resigns accordingly.
Thereupon the Convention proceeded to the choice of

another in his stead, and Thomas Contee, Esq., was elected.

Resolved, That the Declaration of Rights and the Con-
stitution and form of Government be immediately printed,
and that twenty-two copies be immediatelysent to eachof
the Counties by express, three of which copies for each of
the Delegates of this Convention, two of the said copies
for each of the Judges appointedto hold the next elections,
and two of the said copies for each of the persons who shaU
be chosen an Elector of the Senate; and that as soon as
conveniently may be, the Journal of the Proceedings of this
Convention be printed, and two copies be transmitted to
each of the Members of this Convention.

Resolved, That this COllvention adjourn to the twenty-
eighth day of this instant, and the Council of Safety may,
if they think proper,call the Convention to meet before
that day. And that the said Council of Safety be and are
fully empowered to take and pursue all measuresthat they
shall think necessary or proper for raising, completing, and
equipping the eight Battalions resolved by this Convention
to be raised for the Continental service, agreeable to the
resolves of this Convention.

Signed by order of the Convention:
MATTHEW TILGHMAN, Pre"$ident.

True copy:
G. DUVALL, Clerk.

COUNCIL OF SAFETY OF PENNSYL VANIA.

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, No~ember 1,1776.

Present: Thomas '¥harton, Jun., President, David Rit-
tenhouse, John Bayard, Francis Gurney, Joseph Blewer,
Fred. Kuhl, Samuel C. ~[orris, Geo. Gray.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of
Captain William Brown, for £ 100; to be charged to his
Account.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of John
Mitchel, for £ 1,500; to be charged to his Accoun,t.

Resolved, That Herculas Courtney be appointed to the
rank of Captain-Lieutenant in the Second Company of
Artillery, in the service of this State.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay George Spangler £2
17s. 6d., for two days' riding into Chester County, to sum-
mons some of the Inspectors, &c., of an election held in
said County. .

An Order was drawn on Mr. Ne3bitt, in favour of Major
Thomas Proctor, £ 187 10s.; to be charged to his Ac-
count.

Mr. Tower, was directed to deliver Captain William

Richards all the Canvas in his possession belonging to this
State.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of James
Forrest, for his nephew James Shanks, and a servant, being
for three months' Subsistence, from 19 September last 10

19 December next, allowed them agreeable to a resolve of
Congress, £ 22 1Os.; to be charged to Congress.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of ArthlJr
Donaldson, for £500; to be charged to his Account.

In Council of Sllfety , November 2, 1776.

Present: Thomas Wharton, Jun., President, David Rit-
tenhouse, John Bayard, Samuel Morris, Sen., John BuY,
Fred. Kuhl, Samuel C. Morris, Francis Gurney, Geo.
ili~. .

Mr. Towers was directed to deliver Mr.lsaac Hazlehurst
twenty-five three-pound Shot, and twenty-five four-pound
Shot, taking his receipt to return the like quantity. .

Resolved,That an Officerand twenty-fiveMen be sent
to the Salt Workserected by this State on Tom's River, jn
New-Jer3ey, as a Guard; and twenty-five spare Muskets, two
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Howitzers, and a sufficient quantity of Ammunition, to defend
it in case of an attack from the enemy.

Two Accounts were exhibited for Arms purchased for
two Companies of Colonel James Crawford's Battalion of
Militia, of Lancaster County, one amounting to £ 14 17s.,
the other to £4 10s.; to be charged to the Colonel.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of John
Fleming, a soldier who was left on Long-Island in the en-
gagement, and made his escape from thence, for £110s.;
to be charged to Congress.

1\'11-.Nesbitt was directed to pay Colonel John Bull, for
Arms purchased from Non-Associators, £44 17s. 9d.; to
be charged to Colonel John Bull.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Colonel Philip Greenwall £94 lIs.
. 9d., for Arms, Powder, Lead, &c.; £77 12s. to be charged

to the Colonel, £3 5s. to Congress, and £ 13 14s. 9d. to
this State.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay John Little £ 18 lOs.,
Nails and Spikes for Fort Island, delivered to Robert
Allison; also, £7 18s. 4d. for ditto, for Salt Works.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Samuel Holmes £37
lOs. for fifty Cutlasses, delivered to Mr. Towers.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Josiah Wood £49 6s., for one hun-
dred and sixty-one Pikes, delivered to Mr. Towers.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Alexander Rutherford £141 19s., for
Cartouch-Boxes, Bayonet-Straps, Belts, &c., delivered to

. Major Proctor for the use of the Artillery; and 18s. for six
Bayonet-Scabbards, delivered to Captain Samuel Goudy;
to be charged to Colonel James Wilson.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Captain Hugh Montgomery £10 13s.
3d., for Recruiting expenses.

Resolved, That the Committees of the several Counties in
this State, where Prisoners of War are stationed, be directed
to make monthly returns of such Prisoners to this Council,
or other Executive power of this State, and that they do
not, on any account whatever, permit any Prisoner to leave
his place of abode without permission first obtained from this
Councilor the Board of War.

In Council of Safety, Nonmber 4,1776.

Present: Thomas Wharton, Jun., President, David Rit-
tenhouse, John Bayard, Sam'l Morris, Sen., Geo. Gray,
Owen Biddle, Francis Gurney, Sam'l C. Morris, Fred.
Kuhl, Joseph Blewer, Timothy Matlack.

Resolved, That application be made to the Board of
War to desire General Mercer, at Amboy, to despatch fifty
Men to the Salt Works now erecting by this State at
Tom's River, in New-Jersey, the Council thinking it ne-
cessary that such a Guard should be fixed there for their
security. .

Colonel Timothy Matlack reports that he has paid to
John M. Nesbitt, Esq., Treasurer, the sum of nineteen thou-
sand four hundred and ninety Dollars, agreeable to the order
of this Board.

. An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Major
Thomas Proctor, for 1,000 Dollars, and charge the same to
his Account.

John M. Nesbitt, Esq., Treasurer, was directed to pay
Doct. Geo. Glentworth £3 Is. 9d., for attending a sick
Soldier belonging to Colonel Miles's Battalion.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Lewis Grant £2 15s., for three Gun-
Ladles, for the Convention, Captain Rice.

Resolved, That the appointments of Captains and Sub-
alterns of the Eleventh Pennsylvania Battalion of Foot,
to be commanded by Colonel Richard Humpton, be de-
ferred to Monday next, the lith instant.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Archibald Dick £34
17s. 4d.; to be charged to Colonel Miles.

Commodore Seymour informed the Board that the Com-
manders of the Continental vessels the Wasp and the Fly,
had received and detained divers men belonging to the
Armed Boats of this State, and declare their intentions of
receiving and detaining as many more of the said men as
they sball be able to obtain: Therefore,

Resolved, That Commodore Seymour be directed to
apply to the Board of War, (or to the Marine Committee

if they are now sitting,) and inform them of this circum-
stance, and request an order for the return of the men be-
longing to our Boats; which, from the justice of the request,
this Board have the strongest confidence will be immediately
granted.

Then adjourned to four o'clock afternoon; when the fol-
lowing Members met:

Thomas Wharton, Jun., President, David Rittenhouse,
Samuel Morris, Sen., Frederick Kuhl, Joseph Blewer,
Francis Gurney, Samuel C. Morris.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Robert Towers, being
the balance of his Account for men's wages in Laboratory,
£ 12 18s.; Daniel Stonemats £39 9s., for Tubs, &c.,
delivered to Major Loxley for the Cannon Foundry.

In Council of Safety, November 5, 1776.

Present: Thos. Wharton, Jun., President, David Ritten-
house, Sam'l C. Morris, Francis Gurney, Joseph Blewer,
Fred. Kuhl, Owen Biddle, Sam'l Morris, St:'n., John Bay-
ard.

An Order was drawn on John M. Nesbitt, Esq., Treasurer,
in favour of Thomas Dundas, for £500, on account of the
Fortification erecting at Billingsport.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay John Thompson, for
Water Casks, Harness, Tubs, and Mess Tubs, &:c., for the
armed Boat Convention.

JaTMs Bristol and Florence Sullivan were allowed to
have a furlough for two weeks, to work at Mr. Stacy Hep-
burn's Rope Walks; Mr. Hepburn is to be answerable lor
their return at the expiration of their fiJl'lough,and is to
engage for their appearance on any alarm, or when called
upon by order of this Board.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay John Folwell 16s., for
a Blanket delivered to Captain Thomas's Company, of the
Flying-Camp.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Jacob Miller £32 lOs.,
for thirteen Arms delivered to Colonel Biddle, at the Flying-
Camp, to be charged to Colonel Biddle.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Mr. Matthias Slough
or order, £ 1] 1 185. 9d., for 447~ Ibs. Saltpetre delivered to
Mr. Towers.

Mr. Towers was directed to deliver Mr. Slcugh 200 lbs.
of Powder.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay William Caldwell £2 15s. 5d., for
Wood, for the Ship Montgomery.

.

Mr. Wharton, Mr. Biddle, Mr. Rittenhouse, and Colonel
Humpton, the Committee appointed to view the country
and fix upon a spot for a Magazine for Military Stores,
report, that they have viewed the ground along the Wissa-
hickon road for twelve miles, and are of opinion that the
heights on the North side of Wissahickon Creek afford a
very convenient situation for stores, and is capable of being
defended to great ad\'antage; and the back country affords
a fine retreat in case of necessity. The hill on the Wissa-
hickon road, just above Mr. Vanderin's Mill, is very proper
to erect a fortification upon, as it may be made almost inac-
cessible, and must command that country.

In Council of Safety, November 6, 1776.

Present: Thomas Wharton, Jun., President, David Rit-
tenhouse, Sam'l C. Morris, Joseph Blewer, Owen Biddle,
Francis Gurney, Fred. Kuhl, John Bayard, John Bull,
Timothy Matlack.

Captain William Richards was directed to deliver Co-
ningham ~ Nesbitt as many pieces of Sail Duck as they
have occasion for, taking their Receipt.

John Nesbitt, Esq., Treasurer, was directed to pay
Ebenezer Lundy £ 137 lOs., for two hundred. Cartouch-
Boxes, and two hundred Bayonet-Belts, delivered to Mr.
Towers. .

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Hill 8; Marret £68 5s. 6d., for a
Flat-bottom Boat built by them for this State.

Resolved, That Commodore Seymour be directed to send
a Vessel on board every Vessel passing fromthis Port through
the Chevaux-de-frise, with a proper officer, to inspect their
Permits, and that said Vessels at all times be assisted by the
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Boats, &c., in the service of this State (if required) in going
through the Chevaux-de-frise.

Resolved, That Mr. Kuhl and Captain Blewe!, be ap-
pointed to wait on the Owners of t,he Salt I~tely arnved, and
request them to sell said Salt to this Council, agreeable to a
publication of the 2 th, October last.

Information beinlr made to this Council by Colonel John
Bull, that the Trea~urer to the Managers of the Hospital has
refused taking Continental money in pa~rqe~t,

Therefore Resolved, That the Council will take order on
that matter to-morrow.

Captain William Richards was directed to deliver Mr.
Towers two pieces of Duck for quilting Grape-shot.

In Council of Safety, November 7,1776,

Present: David Rittenhouse, V. P., John Bayard,
Francis Gurney, Joseph Blewer, Owen Biddle, Fred. Kuhl,
Timothy Matlack.

John M. Nesbitt was directed to pay Robert Eastburn.
£21 6s., for attending the delivery of Salt, measuring, &c.,
also for collecting Rags some time since.

Mr Nesbitt to pay to Jeremiah Baker for Wood and
Straw deliveredat the Barracks, £ 180 14s.; to be charged
to Congress.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Lewis
Guyon, for £ 100; to be charged to his Account.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay James Ennis £6 5s., for riding expres!i,
to Northampton and Bucks Counties, to request, the ~om-
manding Officersof the Militia to hold themseh'es 10readmess
to march to this City at an hour's warning.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Colonel
Francis Gurney,for 1,000 Dollars;to be chargedtoColonel
Richard Humpton.

Colonel Matlack reports, that Captain Hare, an officer in
Continental pay, did, in his pr~sence yesterday, ~nth? open
Coffee-House, in the most pubhck manner and with circum-
stances attending his manner that appeared to be intended
to draw the attention of the people present, J>urchase thre,e
silver Dollars at a very considerable advance ,ab?ve the!r
ac.customed value, which advanced value he paid 10 Conti-
nental Bills of Credit.

The Council takin" the same into consideration, and it
appearing that the lik: practice is becoming frequent in thi,s
City, and that it may have a dangerous tendency to lessen If
not to destroy the credit of the Continental currency,

Resolved, That Mr. Rittenhouse, Mr. Biddle, and Colonel
Matlack, be a Committee to lay this matter before the Board
of Treasury, take their sentiments hereupon, and report to
this Board.

Resolved, That the Salt purchased by this Council for
the use of the inhabitants of this State, shall be proportioned
to the several Counties as near as may be according to the
number of inhabitants in each, and that the quantity allotted
to each County be delivered to such persons as shall apply
for it by order of the several Committees, on their paying the
prime cost of fifteen shillings'per bushel, to be distributed.by
said Committees amongst the people, at the same pnce,
expense of carriage only added.

The Board, taking into consideration the state of the Salt
Works in New Jersey:

Ordered, That Mr. Rittenhouse and Colonel Matlack
visit the Salt Works, carefully examine into the state of
them; and report to this Board.

In Council of Safety , November 8, 1776,

Present: Thomas Wharton, Jun., President, David Rit-
tenhouse, Owen Biddle, Francis Gurney, Samuel Morris,
Sen., Jos. Blewer, Geo. Gray, Fred. Kuhl.

John M. Nesbitt, Esq., was directedto pay the following
Accounts:

Messrs. Rittenhouse, Biddle 8r Dehaven, £15 2s.6d.,
for sixty and a half pounds Saltpetre made at the Publick
Factory:

William Steward, for eleven and a quarter cord of Wood,
at 26s., £ 14 ] 2s. 6d., delivered at Fort Island:

Captain Blewer £ 19 12s. for twenty-eight barrels of Tar,
delivered to Captain Hazlewood:

Matthias Keely for forty-two new Arms, delivered to Mr.
Towers, £ 189:

Christian Shaffer £40, on account of work done at the
Barracks; to be charged to his Account.

Resolt'ed That Colonel Curtis Grub be authorizeq. to
impress a ;ufficient number of Teams in the County of
Lancaster, to transport the Cannon he has cast for the
Congress to Philadelphia.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Lieutenant John Hen-
nessy, for the balance of his account for wages, £3 lIs. 2d,

To pay Mrs. Connelly £5 1s. lid., for four weeks and
two days' aJlowance, from 3d October to 3d November,
1716; to be charged to Congress.

:Mr. Robert Eastburn was dir,ected to deliver the inhab-
itants of this City and County to the amount of three hundred
bushels of Salt. tQ each housekeeper not more than half a
bushel. The ~tber Counties to be supplied with the pro-
portions allotted for them by gentlemen appointed to distri-
bute the same.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Major
Lewis Nicola, for £200, to be charged to his Account.

"

Commodore Seymour was empowered to impress such
Sloops or Vessels as may be necessary to weigh the Che-
vaux.-de-frise, lately sunk by accident near Fort Island.

Complaint having been made to this ~oard, that a cert~in
Captain Thomas Cripen has entered mlo contract wIth
Samuel Read for the sale of the Schooner Nancy, now
commanded by him, which he refuses to abide by, or to give
the complainant satisfaction, Commodore Seymour was
directed not to permit said Vessel to pass by Fort Island
without special license from this Council.

Resolved That Messrs. Jacob Barge, John Purviance,
William H;ysham, and William Moulder, be appointed a
Committee to superintend and qirect the purchase, sale, and
distribution of the Salt imported Into this State, agreeable to
the regulations established by this Board.

In Council of Safety, November 9,1776.

Present: Thomas Wharton, J un., President, David Rit-
tenhouse, Fred. Kuhl, Geo. Gray, Francis Gurney, Samuel
lYlorris, Sen., Timothy Matlack, Joseph Blewer.

'

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, Treasurer, in favour
of ColonelJohn Pa.tton,for £400, on account of Shot cast
for this State, and charge same to his Account.

An Order was drawn on Mr. ,Nesbitt, in favour of the
Rev. Mr. Rodgers, for £70, being in part of his account
fOI'wages as Chaplain to late Miles and Attlce's Battalions.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Captain Thomas Dungan
£ 1 13s., for an aJlowance of Is. per piec~ on thirty-three
Worms and Screws:

Jacob Rittenhouse £31 5s. 10d., for Cannon Cartridge-
Paper, delivered Mr. Towers: . . .

Matthias Keely £238 15s. 6d., bell1g the balance of his
Account for Arms.

James Young, Esq., informed the Council that Colonel
Houssaggor has declared he will pay no obedience to the
MaD'istratesof this State.

Resolved, That the Council will take the case up on
Monday next.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Mr. Leisner £2 3s., for
forty-three days' nursing in Hospital at New-York, for
Colonel Attlee's Battalion.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Caleb Hetoes £3 3s. IOd., for Oak
Scantling, delivered Allison 8r Worrel for Fort-Island.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Joseph
ltlather, Esq., for £50; to be charged to his Account.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Herculus Courtney£71 12s., for
Blankets, coJlected for the use of tbe Artillery.

Resolved, That Mr. Kuhl, Mr. Kcppele, and Mr. Samuel
S. Morris, be a Committee to examine and settle Messrs.
Dehaven 8r Carter's account of the Lock Factory.

Resolved, That the Gunsmiths be allowed 24s. per piece
for every good Gun-Barrel delivered at the Lock Factory.

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, November 11, 1776,

Present: Thomas Wharton, Jun., President, David Rit-
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tenhouse, Owen Biddle, Samuel Morris, Sen., Chairman,
John Bull, Jos. Blewer, Geo. Gmy, John Bayard, Francis
Gurney, Samuel C. Morris, Fred. Kuhl, Henry Keppele, Jr.

An Order was drawn on John M. Nesbitt, Esq., Treas-
urer, in favour of Messrs. Peter Dehaven Sf Co., for £500,
On account of the Lock Factory; to be charged to their
Account.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Benjamin Harbeson
£98 12s. 6d., for sundries for the use of the F]eet and
Fort Island, &c.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay an Order drawn by John Read, Com-
tnissary and Baitackmaster at Fort Island, for a month's
Pay, for October, £5.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Robert Patton £88 lOs. 4d., for 2
tons 4 cwt. I qr. 2 Ibs. Bar Iron, delivered Captain William
R~ar~. -

In consequence of inte\ligence received that part of Gen-
eral Howe's Army was making a move this way, the Council,
to get things in forwardness to make a defence, came to the
£ollowincrResolution, viz:

1st. That twelve Expresseswith Horsesbe provided,to
be in readiness to send.

2d. That Co]onel Gurney and Mr. Kuhl be appointed to
examine the state of Milital'y Stores and Arms in the State-
House and Lock Factory, and report to the Board the state
in which they shall find them.

3d. That Colonel T. Matlack be appointed to write a
Circular Letter, containing the intelligence received, to the
Commanding Officers of the Militia.

4th. That Commodore Seymour, Colonel Humpton,
Captain Blewer, and Captain Hazlewood, do review the
whole Naval annament and the Artillery Companies belong-
ing to this State to-morrow, and make report to this Board
of the state in which they shall find them.

Resolved, That C010nelBayard be appointed to draw
up a Letter to Colonel Kirkbridge to view the Ford of the
River Delaware, above the Falls.

6th. That Mr. Biddle be appointed to write to the Del-
aware State, \lnd the lower parts of New-Jersey, and acquaint
them with the intelligence received.

7th. That Mr. S. C. Morris be appointed to write to
Mr. Parr, Mr. Tilghmcm, and Mr. Lukens, and order them
to remove the Publick Papersin their hands.

8th. That Mr. Ro~rt Irwin be sent for and directed to
engage a number of Wagons, in order to remove tbe Military
Stores from this City to the country.

9th. That Colonel Mij/lin be sent for and requested to
assist in directing the mounting all the small Guns that can
be procured on carriagesin and near the City that is fit for
that purpose. .

.

10th. Mr. Towers be directed to provide a larger quantity
of Musket Cartridges than is now on hand, and employ as
many people ill making them as can be proCured.

II tho That the Boom be fixed to the Piers neilI'Fort
Island witbout delay.

Adjourned to three o'clock.

Iii Council of Satety;November 12, 1776.

Present: Thomas Wharton.,Jun., President, D. Ritten-
house, John Bayard, Samuel Morris, Sen., Timothy Mat-
lack, John Bull, Francis Gurney, J?red. Kuhl, Henry
Keppele, Jun., Samuel C. Mortis, Geo. Gray.

Resolved, That a quantity of Military Stores be imme-
diately removed to Colonel Bull's, at Norrington, and that
ColonelBull be directed to procure properGuards to be
stationed there.

An Order was drawnon Mr.Ferree,in favourof Thomas
Lowry, Esq., for 500 bushels of Salt for the use of the
Army.

Mr. Nesbitt to p1tyStewart Duncan £3 19s. 4d., for two
cords of Wood for Ship Montgomery.

In Council ofSa/'ety, November 13, 1776.

Present: Thomas Wharton, President, David Rittenhouse,
John Bayard, JOllephBlewer, Samuel Morris, Sen., Geo.
Gray, Frederick Klthl, Henry Keppele, Francis Gurney,
Samuel C. Morris, James Cannon, Timothy Matlack.

Resolved, That MajorProdor be directed to parade the

Artillery under his command at Fort Island on Friday
morning neKt, when Mr. Blewer and Colonel Humpton, at
the request of this Board, will attend in order to review them.

Resolved, That Commodore Seymour be dit'ected to issue
orders immediately for every Officer of the Fleet to repair
on board their respective vessels,to have them manned and
fitted in the best manner possible, and to onler the whole
Fleet to rendezvous opposite Messrs. Willing Sf Morris's
wharf at eleven o'cJock to-morrow morning, in order to their
being reviewed.

Resolved,That Colonel,Matlackbe directed to take into
his immediate care the Blankets and other Clothing for our
Army, that he provide a convenient stom for the purpose,
and a Clel'k attend the same if necessary.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Jno. Little Account for Nails delivered
Mr. Brigs for Mr. Savage, £31 13s.4d.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Mr. Wm. Evans £77 8s. lid., for
Blankets and coarse Woollens purchased in Chester County
for this Council.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Colonel
William Cook on Captain lUiller, for 2,000 Dollars, to be
charged to Colonel Cook, of Twelfth Battalion.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Amos Strettell £1,784 7s. 9d., {or
Block Tin, Copper, and Sulphur.

Resolved, That Messrs. Rittenhous~, Matlack, and Can-
non, be a Comrnittee to draw up a Memorial to be presented
to the honourable House of Assemb]y at their next meeting,
setting forth the dangerous cdnsequence that wiJl attend the'
refusalof the Continentalcurrency. .

Resolved, That Robl;rt Levers, Esq., be appointed Pay-
master to the Twelfth Pennsylvania Regiment, in the Conti-
nental service, commanded by Colonel William Cook.

The Council adjourned to three o'clock.

Members met: David RI:ttenhouse, John Bayard, Geo.
Gray, Francis Gurney, S. C. Morris, Timothy Matlack,
James Cannon, Fred. Kuhl, Joseph Blew!!t, Henry Keppele.

Resolved, That Ca ptain Blewer and Mr. Samue7C. Mor-
ris be requested to Iit Ollt the armed Boat Convention,Captain
Rice, with all possible expedition, and that they be desired
to apply to the Marine Committee for such Stores belong-
ing to Congress as may be wanted for that purpose.

The Council proceeded to the appointment of Captains
in the Eleventh Pennsylvania Regiment, in the Continental
service, commanded by Colonel Richard Humpton, when
the following gentlemen were appointed, viz: Dr. John
Coates, William

.

Henderson, Samuel Dawson, Adolph Wm.
Hedrick, George Calhoon, William McKissack, William
Bradford, Jun., and John Douglass.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Robert Smith £3 6s. Sd., for riding
express for the Convention,to give notice to tbe Militia to
march to'New-Jerlley. .

Resolved, That John Simpson, Esquire, be appointed
Paymaster to the Eighth Pennsylvania Regiment in the
Continental service, commanded by Colonel.&lIeall McCoy.

Agreeable to a Resolve of Congress, tbe following Com-
missrons were granted for Letters of Marqu~, viz:

To Thomas Bell, Commander of tbe Ship Speedwell, of
the burthen of tons, navigated by twenty-five men, ten
carriage gnns, owned by John Maxwell NefJbitt Sf Co.

To Robert Collings, Commander of the Sloop Friend-
ship, about thirty tons burthen, navigated by twenty men,
six oarriage guns, owned by John Wilcocks ~ Co. -

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, November 14,1776.

Present: Sam'l Morris, Cbairman, Owen Biddle, Fred.
Kuhl, Jos. Blewer, Francis Gurney, Henry Keppele, Sam'l
Cad. Morris.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay tbe following Accounts,
'Viz:

Mr. Robert Towers's Account for Workmen's Wages,
making Cartridges, &c., £56 6s. Sd.:

William Shaw's Account for Cooperage, Powder, &c.,
£15 13s. 9d.; £2 Is.7d. to be charged to this State, the
remainder to Congress:

Bowyer Brooks's Account for Oars and repa1l'Sfor several
of the Armed Boats, and for building a Guard Boat, £ 106
Os. lId. :
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Thomas Shoemaker, for 1,700 Flints delivered Mr. TQw-
ers, £3 8s.:

Daniel King's Order to Mr. Jos. Turner for £4 10s. for
Iron Hoops for the use of the Brass Cannon Foundry.

MI'. Nesbitt to pay Robert Jewell £48 14s. Id., for
Wood, &c., for the use of the Prisoners in the State Jail; to
be charged to Congress.

lVIr.Nesbitt to pay Joseph Wilson for repairing Arms for
the aTmed Boat Congress.

Intellirrenee was received by express that several hundred
Transpo~ts had sailed from New- York, and steered their
course to the southward, and ex.pected to be intended for
this city. Whereupon the Council wrote a Circular Letter
to the Commanding Officers of the Battalions of Militia, earn-
estly requesting them to march their respective Battalions
to this city immediately.

Adjourned to three o'clock. The following Members
met: Thomas Wharton, Jun., President, Owen Biddle,
John Bayard, Sam'l Morris, Sen., Fraru:is Gurney, Joseph
Blewer, James Cannon? Henry Keppele, Jun., Sam'l C.
Morris, Fred. Kuhl.

The Board of War was requested to send for Captain
Strohbogh and the Companyof Artilleryunder his cQm-
mand, lately sent to Fort ~Montgomery,in New- York Gov-
ernment.

Resolved, That Colonel Bayard be requested to get ready
immediately as many of his Battalion as are necessary to
guard the State Prisoners to Lancas.ter and Rwding.

The Commodore was ordered not to suffer any sea Vessel
to pass through the Chevaux-de-frise.

Ordered, That CommodoreSeymourdo immediatelysta-
tion one of the armed Boats belonging to this State at or
near Gloucester Point, and exert their utmost vigilance in
preventing all Shallo~s from passing down the river. Wood
Boats are to be permitted to pass and repass.

Met at three o'clock. Thos. Wharton, Jun., President,
David Rittenhouse, Owen Biddle, John Bayard, Fraru:is
Gurney, George Gray, Sam'l C. Morris, Timothy Matlack,
Fred. Kuhl, Joseph Blewer, John Bull.

An Order was drawn OnMr. Nesbitt, in favourof Elijah
DolO, for £120, on account of work doue for this State; to
be cl13rged to his Account.

Mr. Robert Towers was directed to deliver Colonel John
Dickinson 150 stand of Arms and 150 Cartouch-Boxes and
Bayonet-Belts, for the use of the First Battalion of the City
and Liberties of Philadelphia Militia, taking his receipt.

Resolved, That Jacob Gerard Dyrcks, William Scull,
and Matthew Henderson, be appointed Captains in the Con-
tinental service.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Thomas
Dundas, for £500, and charge the same to his Account.

Ordered, That the owners of Cattle and other Stock near
the river side make the necessary preparations for removing
the same at least five miles from the river, on the shortest
notice, as it is probable that this Board may be under the
disagreeable necessity of giving the most peremptory orders
for their removal, and to see that the same be punctually
and suddenly complied with.

In Council of Safety, November 15, 1776.

Present: Thos. Wharton,Jun., President,David Ritten-
house, Owen Biddle, John Bayard, Geo. Gray, Samuel
Morris, Sen., Joseph Blewer, Francis Gurney, Fred. Kuhl,
Henry Keppele, Jun., Timothy Matlack.

.

John M. Nesbitt, Esq., was directed to pay the following
Accounts:

Colonel Bayard, for expenses going to Chesterwith Gen-
eral Ar1Tl$trong,&c., 57s., and 10J. for expenses going to
Fort, amount £3 7s.

Samuel Wheeler, for the balance of his account for work
done forChevauK-de-frise, £441 15s. 51d., and one account,
amounting to £77 7s. 51d., for work done for the Brass
Cannon Foundry and Boring Mill.

John Williams and Jacob Comly, for hauling Timber for
the armed Boat Delaware, £8 lIs. 3d.

Jacob Comly, for hauling Cannon from the State-House
to the commons to be proved, £ 17 15s.

An Order was drawn on Nesbitt, Conyngham &- Co.
for twenty-five Blankets, to be delivered to Colonel Gurney,
for the use of Colonel llumpton's Regiment.

Mr. Ne.sbitt to pay David ThomsQn £19 16s., for the'
use of his Wharf from 22d June to 26th October,is 198
days at 2$.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Mr.
Robert Irwin, for £100, to be charged to his Account.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Conyngham, Nesbitt &- Co., and
Maurice Rogers, £208 9s. 6d., for one hundred and twenty-
one Blankets.

Mr. Towers was directed to deliver Captain William
Brown 60 Pikes, 45 Cutlasses, 2,000 Musket Cartridges,
24 Priming Horns, 24 Bitts, and ~4 Prickers, for the use
of the Floa.ting Battery PutnlJ71!.

Captain William Richards was directed ~Qprovide (0"
Captain William Brown 20 stand of ~rons Q.od. ijalldc\lffs,
for tbe Putnam Battery. .

Mr. Towers, Commissary, was directed to deliver Colonel
John Bayard one h1,]pdr~d and seventy stand of A.rms, for
the use of the Second Battalion of Militia of this City,
taking his receipt for the same.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay to Levi Hollingsworth
an order dra wn on this Board by Stephen Ceronce, in favour
of Cornelius Stevenson, for £137, Pennsylvania currency,
dated St. Thomas, 9th June, 1776, in conformity to

.

a
resolution of the honourable Congress.

Resolved, That Mr. Samuel C. Morris be ;:tppointed to
ha ve the care of the Prisoners of War within. this State, anq
pay them the allowance granted them by Congress. .

An Order was drawn On Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Henry
Miller, for £ 103 Os. 6d., for printing the Minutes, &c., of
the Convention.

.

Resolved, That Mr. James Dundass, Assistant Superin-
tendent aod Paymaster for the Works at Billingsport, be
allowed 2s. 6d. per day over and above his pay, in consid-
eration of losses that may attend paying of moneys in such
small sums as his department must necessarily require.

In Council of Safety, November 16,1776.

Present: Thos. Wharton, Jun., President, David Ritten-
house, Samuel ]}lorris, Sen., Fred. Kuhl, Owen Biddle,
Joseph Blewer, Timothy Matlack, John Bull, Francis
Gurney, Samuel C. Morris.

Captain William Richards was directed to deliver Mr.
Abraham Mason as much Sail Cloth as he may have occa-
sion to make Sails for the Ship Montgomery.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Messrs:
Peter Dehaven &- Co., for £500, to be charged to their
Account.

Colonel Matlack was directed to deliver Captain Richard
Eyres thirty-five Blankets, for' the Seamen on board the
Delaware armed Boat.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Ne~bitt, in favourof Mr.
Robert Smith, for £550, towards Chevaux-de-frise built at
Biltingsport.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Mr. Owen Biddle, for
Linen, &c., purchased by him for the serviceof this State,
£339 12s. 101d.

Ordered, That Mr. Biddle be requested to employ per-
sons to makt}up the Linen in his hands belonging to thi~
State into Shirts.

An Order was drawn on John M. Nesbitt, Esq., in favour
of Lieutenant-Co]onel George Nagle, for 1,000 Dollars, to
be charged to ColonelJames Irvine, of the Ninth Pennsyl-
vania Regiment.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Mary Miller 4s. Sd., for
seven Dinners for Captain Shade's Company, Colonel
Miles's Battalion.

An Order was drawn 011Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Colonel
Richard Humpton, for 2,000 Dollars, to be charged to his
Account.

Colonel John Bull was directed to deliver to George
Losk one ton of Saltpetre and ten hundred weight of
Powder, out of his Store at Norrington, taking his receipt.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay William Levering £27
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14s., for forty Pick-Axes and twenty-six Spades, delivered
to Colonel Bull for the Fortification at Billingsport.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay William Levering £18 6s., for thirty
Spades and twelve Pitching-Axes delivered Mr. Towers.

Information being laid before this Board that a gentle-
man is now in the City who is well acquainted with casting
Brass Cannon,

Resolved, That Mr. Rittenhouse, Mr. Biddle, and Colonel
Matlack, be a Committee to confer with the Cannon Com-
mitteeappointed by Congress, and, in conjunction with,

them, to concert and execute a p]an for exerting the utmost
skill of all our artists in this important branch of business.

In Council of Safety, November 18, 1776.

Present: David Rittenhouse, Vice President; Timothy
Matlack, Samuel Morris, Sen., Francis Gurney, Frederick
Kuhl, Joseph Blewer, John Bull, Samuel C. Morris, Owen
Biddle.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Willing, .7tforrisSf Co.,
for Cartridge Paper deliveredto Mr. Towers. .

Mr. Nesbitt to pay James Oellers £:3,364 4s., for one
hundred and twenty-eight casks of Powder delivered to
Mr. Towers.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Jeremiah Burrows
£ 1,269 7s. 6d., lor one thousand six hundred and ninety-
two and a half bushels of Salt, at 15s. .

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Major Thomas Proctor
£594s. Ii-d., for Boarding of Sick Soldiers belonging to
the Artillery, and £50 on account of Recruiting Expenses,
to be charged to his Account.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Allison
Sf Worril, for £50, to be charged to their Account.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Emanuel Woodby £ 11 lOs.,for Boat-
hire.

Mr. Robe~t Towers, Commi~5ary,was directed to deliver
to the Marine Committee of Congress fifteen hundred Shot
for 24-Pounders, eighteen hundred Shot for 18-Pounders,
and five hundred Bar Sbot for 18 and 24-Pounders, taking
their receipt for the same.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Michael Grove, for
riding express to Berks County, to order tbe Militia to
hold themselves in readiness to march to this City, £5.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay George Ginter for riding express to
Berks County, to order the Militia to march to this City,
£6 17s. 6d.

Resolved, That application be made to Congress for an
Order on their Treasurer for 40,000 Dollars, to be paid to
John Maxwell Nesbitt, Esq., on account of the State of
Pennsylvania.

Ordered, That Lieutenant-Colonel Gurney and Mr.
Morris wait on the President wit!) the above Resolve, and
request an Order accordingly.

.

In consequence of the foregoing request, Congress sent
an order on Micha{!l Hillegas, Esquire, for 40,000 Dollars,
which Captain Blewer is desired to deliver to Mr. Nesbitt.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to deliver Captain John Rice
twenty Blankets, for the use of the armed Boat Convention.

Resolved, That the pay of the Officers of the armed
Boats in the service of this State be as follows, to commence
from the 1st day of Oct(Jberlast: Captain 32 Dollars, First
Lieutenant 20 Dollars, Second Lieutenant 16 do., Master
20 do., Captain's Clerk 12 do., Boatswain.15 do., Gunner
15 do., Carpenter 15 cia., Steward 12 do., Drum and Fife
8 do., Privates 8 do., Boy 4 do.

Adjourned to three o'clock.

Met at three o'clock, November 18th, 1776.- David
Rittenhouse, Vice President, Owen Biddle, Francis Gurney,
Sam'l Morris, Sen., Fred. Kuhl, John Bayard, Sam' I C.
Morris, Timothy Matlack, Joseph Blewer. -

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Colonel Francis Gurney
£ 102 ls. IOJ., for Blankets, Mittens, &c.

Rtsolved, That the armed Boat Convention, commanded
by Captain John Rice, be ordered down to Cape-.iJt]ay,to
protect the trade of this State, agreeable to a request from
the Secret Committee of Congress.

The following Instructions were delivered to Captain
Rice:. .

"In Council of Safety, November 18th, ]776.
"SIR: The Secret Committee of Congress have informed

this Board that the Continental cruisers are so employed
that they cannot afford the necessary protection to the
trade of this State; you are therefore ordered to proceed
to Cape-~'lay. You are not to leave tbat station when any
of the enemy's vessels are at the opposite Cape, and to use
your best endeavours to protect all trading vessels belong-
mg to the United States of America, and to the Islands
of Bermuda or Bahamas, or to any foreign State, except
under the dominion of the King of Great Britain; and 111
case of their being in distress, you are to grant them all tbe
aid and relief in your power, and upon any number of the
enemy's ships appearing off the coast you are to give intel-
ligence thereof to Mr. Henry Fisher, of Lewis-Town, with
the course they steer, and such other circumstances relating
to them as are of any importance to us; or if you should
be able to transmit the intelligence by express to us more
expeditiously than Mr. Fisher, you are to do it. And you
are, at the same time, to use your endeavours to make cap-
ture of, and distress such of the vessels belonging. to the
enemies of these States as come in your way; but if it
should appear to you that the enemy are coming with a
fleet to invade this State, you are in that case immediately
to return with the Convention to Fort Island.

" We confide in your discretion to execute the foregoing
orders so as to answer the intention of this Board, and that
you will perform such other service as the nature of your
station will require. We therefore shall omit any further
instruction.

" N. B. If there are any vessels appear with an ensign
hoisted at the foretop gallantmast-head, you may conclude
it is a trading vessel in the Congress service, and you may
give her any advice or assistance accordingly,that being
their signal to the light-house. Save YOUl'saltprovisions as
much as possible,and provideyour men with fresh,if to be
had at as Iowa rate as of tbe Commissary here."

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Captain
Jos. Blewer, fill' £ 100, to be charged to his account.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay John Bray, for riding express to
Chester County to order the Militia to march to this City,
£5 5s., to be charged to Congress. Wm. Morris, for do.
to County, £5 5s.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Mr. Towers's Account, £94 4s.

In Council of Safety, November 20,1776.

Present: Thos. Wharton, Jun., President, David Ritten-
house,Owen Biddle, John Bayard, Joseph Blewer, Timothy
Matlack, Sam'Z Morris, Sen., Francis Gurney, Sam'l C.
Mor1'i9, Fred. Kuhl, George Gray.

An Order w~s drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Mr.
Wm.. C. Bradford, for £739 159., to be delivered to Isaac
Rodgers, Esquire, of Allen-Town, on account of Pork he
is contracted to purchase for Ihis State, to be charged to
Mr. Rodgers.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Hercules Courtney, for Candles for
the use of Fort Island, £23 Os. 4d.; George Rumhart, for
Porterage, Copper, &c., to State-House, £3 13s. 3d.;
Daniel OjJley, for Iron work for the Battery Putnam and
Chevaux-de-Frise, &c., £ 14 6s. 2d.

Resolved, That Mr. Wharton and Mr. Blewer be ap-
pointed to reviseand fix the pay of the Fleet of this State.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Lewis Grant £ 10 lOs., for Gun L~-
dIe and Powder Measures, £ 10 lOs., for tbe armed Boat
Convention.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Augustus Rupple £5 for goin.,.ex-
press to Bucks County to order the Militia to march t~ this
a~.

. .

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Messrs.
Peter Dehaven Sf Co., for £500, to be charged to their
Account.

Mr. Towtrs was directed to deliver Messrs. Mease Sf
Caldwellhalf a block of Block-Tin.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Messrs.
Williams, towards the armed Boat Delaware built by them,
to be charged to their Accounts. .
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An Order was drawn on MI'. Nesbitt, in favour of Captain
Joseph Copp.erthwaite, for £500, towards the Continental
Powder-Mills erecting in this State, to be charged to his
account.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Michael Boyer; for riding
express to Lancaster, York, and Carlisle, with marching
orders to the Militia, &c., £8 10s., to be charged to Con-
gress.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay to Jonathan Martin, for repairing
seven Guns, £ 1 5s. 9d~

Adjourned to three o'clock, afternoon; when the follow-
ing Members met: Thos. Wharton, Jun., President, John
Bayard, Sand Morris, Sen., Sam'l C. Morris, George
Gray, Joseph Blewer.

lVIr.Nesbitt to pay Messrs. Willing Sf Morris, for Hand-
cuffs and other materials delivered for the use of the Fleet,
£83 Is.

lVIr.Zebulon Hollingsworth, or the person in whose care
the Cannon-Shot at the head of Elk or Christian Creek
belonging to this State, was directed to deliver to the order of
the Marine Committee of Congress as much Shot as they
may have o(~casit>nfor, taking a receipt for the same.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Frederick Snieder £5 lOs. 6d., for
riding express to Reading to countermand the marching
orders for the Militia, to be charged to Congress; and Leon-
ard Lesher to Easton £5; also Jacob Speight £4 7s. 6d.,
to Chester County.

In Council of Safety, November 21,1776.

Present: Thomas Whm'ton, Jun., President, Fred. Kuhl,
John Bayard, David Rittenhouse, Frands Gurney, Timothy
-'tIatlack, Samuel Morris, Sen., Joseph Blewer, George
Gray, Samuel C. Morris.

Jno. ]}L Nesbitt, Esq., Treasurer, was directed to pay
Amer Grub £3 15s. 3d., for one thousand and two feet of
Scantling, delivered George Engles, to be charged to this
State.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favourof Jacob
Kisling, for £ 10, for services rendered to the State in produ-
cing a Model for a Fire-Ship.

Mr. Nes~itt was directed to deliver to pay .Martin Pen-
dergast, for Iron work for Fire-Rafts, &c., &c., (two Ac-
counts,) £ 136 17s. 5d.

MI'. Nesbitt was directed to pay Conyngham, Nesbitt
~ Co., £3,756, for thirty casks of Indigo, being part of the
cargo of Ship Montgomery, bought by Mr. Ul}tarton and
Colonel Bayard; to be charged to their Account.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay William Taylor £ 17 Is., for Boat-
swain's CaBs for eight of the Armed Boats belonging to this
State.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Henry Miller £5 10s., for Printing
fifteen hundred Blank Commissio.nsforOfficers of the Flying-
Camp, by orderof the Convention.

lVIr.Nesbitt to pay George Weiss£5, for ridingexpress
to Chester County, to order the Militia to hold themselves
in readiness to march at a short notice; to be charged to
Congress.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay William Morris 15s., for going express

to Germantown.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay George Schwartz for nine Cartouch
Boxes, at 9s., £4 Is. j to be charged to Colonel Galbreath.

In Council of Safety, November :/2,1776.

Present: Thos. Wharton, Jun., President, David Ritten-
house, V. P., SamuellW.orris, Sen., Joseph Blewer, George
Gray, Fred. Kuhl, Samuel C. Morris, John Bayard.

Mr. Nesbitt wasdirected to pay John Bazelee for work
done for the Galley Delaware, armed Boat, £ 13 3s. 6d.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Benja-
min Eyre, for £161; to be charged to his Account.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Joel Zane £119s., for two Iron Pots
for the Franklin Galley in October, 1775.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Captain Ardt and Cap-
tain Spear £9 7s. 6d., for three Drums for the Flying-
C~mp.

FfFTH SERIES.- VOL. IlL

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Chris-
tian Shaffer, for £ laO, to be charged to his Account.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay to Christian, Jun., and CharlesMar-
shall £ 154 15s. lOd., for sundries had for the use of the
Fleet.

lVIl'.Nesbitt to pay Mr. John Wharton£50, forexpenses
conducting M!.jorFrench to New-England, to be chargea
to Con~ress.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Joseph Ferree, in favour of
T¥illiam Thompson, for ten hundred weight oT Saltpetre, to
be manufactured into Gunpowder.

Resolved, That application be made to the honourable
Congress for the loan of one hundred thousand Dollars, to
be paid to John M. Nesbitt, Esq., for the use of the State
of Pennsylvania; and that Messrs. Kuhf and Morris wait
on the President with the above request.

The Council adjourned to three o'clock, when the fol-
lowing Members met: Thomas Wharton, Jun., President,
Owen Biddle, David Rittenhouse, George Gray, Francis
Gurney, Samuel C. Morris, Joseph Blewer, John Bayard,
Timothy Matlack, Samuel ~f01'riS, Sen.

Mr. Ntsbitt was directed to pay Edward Stroud £ 10
12s. 6d., for riding express to Lancaster, York, and Car-
lisle,to order the Militiato march to thisCity, to becharged
to Congress.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Daniel Kin!!. £31 19s. 4d., for Cop-
per work, &c., deliveredto Mr. Towers.

Agreeable to a Resolve of this morning, Congresssent
down an Order on ]}[ichael Hillegas, Esq., Continental
Treasurer, for 100,00u Dollars, which was endorsed by the
President and directed to be paid to John M. Nesbitt, Esq.,
and Mr. Wharton was desired to deliver it to Mr. Nesbitt.

John Biles was committed tothe State-Prison, he being-
charged by Mr. Woodraw the younger and Mr. John
Osborne, of the Northern Liberties, upon oath, that he has
been guilty of Treasonagainst the United States of America.

Ordered, That Mr. John Smith be requested to attend
this Board to-morrow morning, at nine o'clock, to answer
such questions as shall be asked him respecting certain
declarations said to have been made in his presence by
Mr. John Swift, Jun.

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, November :/3,1776.

Present: Thomas Wharton, Jun., President, David Rit- _
tenhouse, Owen Biddle, John Bayard, Fred. KuM, Samuel.
Morris, Sen., Timothy Matlack, Samuel C. ]}lorris, Joseph
Blewer, Francis Gurney.

The Council being informed that there are many sick
Soldiers arrived in this City from the American Army, for
whom no proper acco~lllodations are provided, and as
humanity and good policy require that the best provi$ion be
made for restoring them to health,

Resolved, That Colonel Gurney be authorized and required
to have one wing of the Bettering House cleared imme-
diately, for the reception of such sick and wounded Soldiers.

Resolved, That Messrs. Richards and Towers furnish Mr.
Romans,Engineer, with such materials as he lll!lY require
to perform an experiment, in order to give a specimen of
his skill in destroyingdistant objectsby Fire. -

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay to Mr. Jesse Jones, one
of the Commissioners of Northampton County, £991 for
Bounty money for three hundred and twenty-three Men,
directed by Convention to be paid for raising the Flying-
Camp.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Henry Fraily £6 Os.4d.,
for repairing Arms belonging to Colonel Haller's Battalion.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Daniel King £ 10 lOs.
10!d., forBrass for Boring Mill; £ 1 17s. for Copper Hinges,
&c., for Franklin armed Boat; and £12 for twelve Tour-
niquets, delivered to Duffield ~ Delany.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Jacob Rittenhouse £10 19s.'2d., for
two hundred and sixty-three pounds. of Cannon Cartridge
Paper. .

Resolved, 1'hat the Salt now in the possession of the
Council of Safety be immediately sent to the Committees of
the several Counties in the following proportions, to wit;

13
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Philadelphia County 80 bushels, Chuter 80, Bucks 80,
Lancrrster 100, York 80, Cumberland 80, Berks 80,
M

.

ortlt
.

arnpto11, 60
.
'

.

B
.

ed/ord
.

60, No
.

rthwflberland 60, West-
mQreland60,-more or less I!S the quantity in store may
measure.

Tf1\~City and Liberties of Philadelphia having had a
greater opportunity of a supply than the C(!unties, are not
to have any part of this quantity.

The Committees are to seJl it to the people at Ihe rate
of 15s. per bw,tlel, and in no greater quantity than half a
bushel to anyone family; they are to make as equal distJ'i-
bution as they can according to the necessities of the people,
for which purpose they are to require a declaration of what
quantity they are possessed of more than their just propor-
tion of this necessaryarticle at a time of such very great
scarcity of it.

Mr. Owen Biddle is requested to employ proper persons
to send the Salt to the respective Committees, with a copy
of this Resolve to each; for which service this Board will
allow a reasonable compensation.

At a specialmeetiogof the Councilof Safety, NQvember
24, 1776,-Present: David Rittenhouse, Vice President,
Timothy Matlack, Samuel C. lJ'Iorris, J(1.mesCannon, John
Bull, John Bayard, Samuel Morris, Sen., Fred. KuM,
John Hubley, Henry Keppele.

A Committee of Congress requested an interview with as
many Members of the House of A.ssemblyas are in Town,
and this Council: Whereupon a number of the Members of
Assembly attended, amI the following Resolutions of Con-
gress were laid before tbem:

HIN CONGRE;SS,November 23, 1776.-Resolved, That
a Committee of five be appointed, with full powers to devise
and execute measures for effectually reinforcing General
Washington, and obstr~cting the progress of General. Howe's
Army, and that they proceed immediately on this business.
.

"The Members chosen, Mr. Wilson,Mr. Smith, Mr.
Chase, Mr. Clymer, and Mr. Stockden.

"JOHN HANCOCK,President."
The Committee before mentioned have come to the fol-

lowing Resolutions:
Resolved, That it be recommended to the Commanding

Officers of the several Battalions of Associators in fennsyl-
vania immediately to call together the Battalions respec-
tively under their command, and to select out of each Bat-
talion one Company, or, if possible, two Companies of
Volunteers.

That each Company consist of seventy-six Privates, one
Drummer, one Fifer, four Corporals, and four Sergeants,
under the command of a Captain, two Lieutenants, and one
E~~.

.

That the Field-Officers of each Battalion, or ~uch of them
as shall be present, with the approbation and concurrence of
the Volunteers, appoint the Commissioned and Non-Com-
missioned Officers of each Company.

That the Companies be engaged in the service of the
United States till the 10th day of March next, unless sooner
discharged by Congress, and be entitled to a pair of Shoes
and Stockings, and to the same Rations and the same
monthly Pay with tbe otber Troops on the Continental
establishment, to commence from the time of their enroll-
ment.

That the form Qf the Enrollment be as follows: "I,
, hereby pr9mise and engage to enter into the ser-

vice of the United States, and to serve them till the 10th
day of !'larch next, unless sooner discharged by Congress;
and to observe and obey the orders of Congress, and the
orders of the Generals and Officers set over me by them."

That in order to supply the Companies with Arms, Accou-
trements, and other necessaries, the Field-Officers of each
Battalion, or any of them, be empowered and directed to
purchase, and, if they cannot purchase, to impress, Arms,
Cartouch-Boxes, Blankets, Shoes, Stockings, and other
necessaries, for the us~ of tbe said Companies.

That the articles impressed be appraised by persons to be
appointed by the Field-Officers, or any of them, for that
purpose.

That the Field Officers, or any of them, give certificates
of the va]ue of the articles so purchased, or appraised, which

certificates shall be deemed sufficient vouchers to the per-
sons to whom they shall be given, or to their a~signs, for
the respective sUmStherein mentioned, and shall be paid at
the Continental Treasury.

That the Captains march their Companies with the utmost
expedition, and join the Army under General Washington.

That the Council of Safety be empowered and directed
to form the said Companies into Battalions j and to adopt
such farther measures as they may find necessary for the
march and equipment of the said Companies, and particu-
larly to collect, in the City of Philadelphia and its neigh-
bourhood, Blankets and other necessaries for their use, and
to seize sllch articles, paying the value of them, if they can-
not otherwise be procured.

That one month's pay be advanced to each volunteer
upon his enrollment j and that the Council of Safety be sup-
plied with money for this purpose.

That tbe Council of Safety be requested to forward by
express the foregoing Resolutions to the Commanding Offi.
eel's of the several Battalions of the State of Pennsylvania.

JAMES WIL~ON,

GEORGE CLYMER,

JAM'ES SMITH,

SAMUEL CHASE.
Philadelphia, November 24, 1776.

"In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, Novemher 24,1776.

"SIR: General Howe, after having reduced Fort Wash-
ington, and obtained possessionof Fort Lee, is now directing
his operations against New-Jersey. There is much reason
to believe that his views extend to the city of Philadelphia.
The forcesin New-Jersey may be insufficient to oppose his
progress: It is, therefore, indispensably requisite for the pre-
servation of this State, and the support of the general cause,
that troops be immediately raised to reinforce General Wash-
ington. The measures adopted for this purpose, you will
learn from the resolutions enclosed. In this time of danger
it is unnecessary to use arguments with freemen, who are
determined neVel' to lose that character but with their lives.
We have entire confidence that you, and the battalion under
your commatld, will, upon this occasion, give the strongest
proofs of vigour and patriotism.

"A judicious choice of the officers will do honour to the
volunteers, and produce .essential advantages to the service;
for it is our opinion that the volunteers ought to have the
election of them; and we recommend to you the utmost
circumspection and care, not only in the persons you may
recommend to them, but also in the manner of doing it.
As this Council can only have in view the interest of the
whole, you may safely assure the people of our care and
attention in the appointment of the Field-Officers, so as, at
the same time, to forward the service, and as much as pos-
sible to /!;ivesatisfaction to the people.

"A Paymaster will be appointed for each battalion, and
the volunteers may depend on having their pay regularly.
The Colonel or commanding officer ought to muster each
company, and send a certificate thereof to this Board.

"Money is forwarded to in order to
advance the month's pay; to him you will please to apply
for what money will be necessary in your battalion for that
purpose.

" By order of the Council:
"DAVID RITTENHOUSE,Vice President.

" To the Colonel or Commanding Officer of the
Battalion of "

In Council of Safety, Philade]phia, November 25, ]776.

Present: David Rittenhouse, Vice President, Josepl,
Blewer, John Bull, Samuel C. ltlorris, John Bayard,
Timothy Matlack, Francis Gurney, Owen Biddle.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Nicholas Hicks £316
Os. 2d., being in full for paving and repairing the Barracks.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay to John Hazlewood
£ 150 j to be charged to his Account.

MI'.Nesbitt was directed to pay to Thomas Nevill £ 100,
to be charged to his Account, for making Gun-Carriages.

Mr. Nesbitt was qirected to pay to Samuel Morris, Jun.,
£500 j to be charged to his Account.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Arthur Donaldson £200;
to be charged to his Account.
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Mr. Nesbitt was directed'to pay Daniel Evans £80, for
200 Pitching Axes delivered to Mr. Towers.

Mr. Towers was directed to deliver the Marine Committee
of Congress 800 Swivel Shot, taking a receipt.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Henry Litman £55 6s. 2d., for Iron
work for Fire Rafts.

Resolved, ThqJ it is the opinion of this Board it is most
prudent to pay Captain Cochran's C0r.'lpany agreeabl~ to
their demand. Therefore recommend It to the Committee
of Con(Tj'essto pay his accounts as they stand, especialJy
considerinD"the readiness with which they stepped forward
at the lat~ call of the Militia, and of the necessity of an
immediate calJ on them for the common defence.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Cap-
tain George Calhuon, for200 Dollars, forRecruiting service;
he to be accountable for it.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Cap-
tain Matthew Henderson, for 200 Dollars, for the Recruiting
service; he to be accountable for it.

MI'. Nesbitt was directed to pay an Order drawn by
Vanbibber 8r Usher, of Baltimore, for £b05, in favour of
Mr. John >7Uease,for freight of 23,000 pounds of Gunpow-
der from 8t. Martin's to Baltimore, and now in the Ware-
house of Isaac Vanbibber, at that place.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Owen Biddle, Esq.,
£ 104, for attending the late Committee of Safety 260 days,
at 8s.

Adjourned to three o'Clock; when the followingMembers
met: David Rittenhouse, Vice President, Owen Biddle, John
Bayard, Timothy Matlack, Francis Gurney, JosephBlewer,
Samuel C. Morris, George Gray.

In consequence of a meeting with as many of the Field-
Officers of the Battalions of the City and Liberties of
Philadelphia as could be convened, it was upon considera-
tion agreed oil to present a Memorial to the General Assem-
blyon the Resolve of Congress with respectt?calling out
the Militia, and on the present state of the Military Asso-
ciation, and a Committee of this Board was ordered to
prepare a draft of such Memorial, to be delivered to the
House to-morrow morning.

In Council of Safety, November 26,1776.

Present: David Rittenhouse, Vice President, Samuel
Morris, Sen., Timotlty ~[atlack, Joseph Blewer, James Can-
non, Owen Biddk, Samuel Morris, John Bayard, John
Hubley, Francis Gurney.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Captain William Scott
£ 1 lIs. 6d., for repairing Arms.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Mr. Robert Towers his account for
Men's Wages, making Cartridges, &c., &c., £5'2 2s. 6d.

Resolved, That Mr. Kuhl and Mr. Keppele be appointed
to audit and settle the Accounts of the Commissioners of
Bedfird County, for calling out the Militia for the protec-
tion of the frontiers of this State.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay John Hagan £219s. 6d.
for sundries, services in cartincr for Colonel Atlec's Battal-
ion, while at' Chester, and s~ndries for Colonel Way'er's
Battalion; £ 1 IOs. to be charged to Congress, and £1 9s.
6d. to be charged to this State.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favourof Colonel
Richard Humpton, for 2,000 Dollars, to the purpose of
paying Bounty Money for his Regiment; to be charged to
his Account.

(Here insert the Memorial to Assembly.)

Ordered, That Colonel Matlack and Mr. S. C. Morris
wait on the honourable Hous,eof Assembly with the fore-
going Memorial.

Adjourned to three o'clock.

Met according to adjournment, David Rittenhouse, V. P.,
Owen Biddle, Joseph Blewer, Francis Gurney, Timothy
Matlack, .S'amuelMorris, Sr., Frederick Kuhl, Samuel C.
Morris, John Hubley, James Cannon.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay an Order drawn on this

Board by Ross and Ega, in favour of Levi Hollingsworth,
for £500, on account of Cannon,Shot cast by them.

An Order was drawn on MI'. Nesbitt, in favour of Mr.
William Rush, for £250, on aCCOl1IJtof work done 'for the
State; to be charged to his Account. .

Resolvcd, That the regulations concerning Salt, of the
15th October last, be continued until the 1st day of Janu-
ary next, and that Messl'3. George Schlosser, Jacob Schri-
ner, Philip Boem, William Moulder, William Will, George
Bartram, Samuel Simpson, Nathanicl Donnel, Thomas
Cuthbert, Sen., Richard Dennis, John Taylor, and William
Robeson, be appointed to carry them into execution, and to
distribute the Salt imported in the most equitable mantleI'
bet\veen the inhabitants of this and the neighbouring States.

In Council of Safety, November 27,1776.

Present: David Rittenhouse, V. P., Sam'l Morris, Sen.,
OW1m Biddle, John. Hubley, Sam' 1 C. Morris, Joseph
Blewer, Fred.. Kuhl, Timothy ~[atlack, Francis Gurney.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Ber-
nard Dourrherty, Esq., for £549 Is., for the pay of a Com-
pany of Rangers, commanded by Colonel Baxter, raised in
Bedford County, for the defence 01 the frontiers of this
State against the depredations of the Indians, agreeable to
a resolve of Convention.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of John
Fleming, for £ 37 10s., for the purpose of purchasing Coarse
Woollens, &c., for this State, he to be accountable.

Resolved, That Peter Grubb, Jr., and James Lang be
appointed Captains in the Teoth Battalion of Continental
Troops, raised by this State, commanded by Colonel
Penrose.

Resolved, That the Council will receive applications for
commissions in the Tenth Battalion of Continental Troops
to be raised by this State, under the command of Joseph
Penrose, until the 2d day of December next, after which
they will proceed to the appointmeht.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Mr.
Benjamin Loxley, for £ 100, for carrying 011 the Cannon
Foundry. Charged to his Account.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Spangler 8r 1f'tily
£ 15 5s., for riding express, horse-hire, &c.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Mr. John Dunlap £35 16s., for Car-
tridge Paper, Printing, &c.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Captain Peter Hard-
man £ 10 12s. 9d., for collecting Arms, &c., in Chester
County.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Wolery Meng for one hundred and
ninety-five Bayonet Scabbards, delivered to Mr. Towers,
£29 5s., agreeable to the Resolution of Congress of 23d
instant, respecting the calling out part of the Militia, of this
State.

An Order was sent down from Congress on Michael Hil-
legu;s,Esq., Treasurer to the Continent, dated the 25th
instant, for 35,000 Dollars, for advancing a month's pay to
each man whp shall enroll himself to s-erve till the 10th
March next, unless sooner discharged.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Lewis Grant £42, for
Copper work for the Floating Battery Putnam.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of John
Mitchell, Esq., for £ I ,500; to be charged to his Ac-
count.

Resolved, That Joseph Irwing and Joseph McCklan b~
appointed Captains in the Ninth Pennsylvania Regiment,
commanded by Colonel James Irvine.

Mr. Nesbitt is directed to pay John Elmslie £6 5s., for
Turner's work, delivered to Colonel Clement Biddle; to be
charged to Congress.

An Order was drawn on Mr. 1Vesbitt,in favour of Chris-
topher Breidenhart, for £3710s. 6d., for repairing of Guns
for the Militia.

Mr. Kuhl took the order of Congress, and received the
sum of 35,000 Dollars, which he deposited with the Coun-
cil.

Adjourned to three o'clock; when the following Mem-

.
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bel's met: David Rittenhous/!, V. P., Owen Biddle, John
Hl~bl(;1f,Sam'l C. Morris, Joseph Blewer, Fred. Kuhl,
Timothy "Matlack, Sam'lMorris, Sen.

"G ENTLEMI':N:In full confidence of your prudence and
activity, the Council do hereby appoint and authorize YO\1,
in consequence of several resolves of Congress, to call upon
the housekeepers of this City and Liberties, for as many
blankets and woollenstockings as each familycan spare, for
the LIseof the American Army; and if any person shaH
be so insensible to the distresses of our countrymen now in
the service, and to the dictates of humaniry, as to refuse or
any wise withhold them, you are to make use of proper foree.
You are to pay a reasonable price for the blankets and stock-
ings so taken, for which purpose you will be supplied with
mOneyby this Board. They are to be delivered as collected
to Messrs.Mease &- Caldwell."

Resolved, That John Davis be appointed Captain in the
Ninth Pennsylvania Hegiment in the Continental service, to
be commanded by Colond James Irvine.

In Coundl of Safety, t
Philadelphia, November 27,1776.5

The Officers of Colonels Jtliles's and Allee's Battalions,
and the Officers of any other Battalion of this State, not
in actual service, who are in or near the City of Philadel-
phia, are requested to send their names, in writing, and their
places of abode to this Council, and to hold themselves in
readiness to receive the orders of this Board.

By order of the Council:
DAVJDRITTENHOUSE,V. P.

In Council of Safety, November28, 1776.

Present: David Rittenhouse, V. P., Owen Biddle, John
Hubl~!/, Joseph Blewer, Sam'l C. Mprris, John Bayard,
Fred. Kuh!, Sam'l Morris, Sen., Timothy Matlack, James
Cannon, Francis Gurney.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Messrs.
Pet~r Dehavef' &-Co., for £500, on account of the Lock
Factory; to be charged to his Account.

Town Meeting*
Adjourned to three o'clock.

Met at three o'clock, according to adjournment.
Dav.id Rittenhouse, V. P., Owen Biddle, Joseph Blewer,

James Cannon, Sam'l Morris, Sen., Timothy Matlack, John
Hubley, Fred. Kithl, John Bull, Francis G1trney.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay the foHowing Ac-
counts:

Jacob Aubell £2 10s., for going express to Northamp-
ton:

Ebenezer Lundy, for 200 Cartouch-Boxes and 200 Bay-
onet-Belts, £ 137 10s.:

Captain Henry Lott, two Accounts, amount £52 1Is. 3d.,
for Arms purchased in Bucks County and taken into service,
to be charged to Colonel Hart; also, an Account £5 4s.
for expenses collecting Arms:

BenJamin Poultney, for procuring Intrenching Tools, &c.,
£10:

Colonel Kirkbride £3 IOs., for seven pair Stockings.
;

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in' favour of Mr.
James Dundass, for £500, on account of the Fortification at
Billingsport, to be charged to his Account.

Resolved, That the Officers and Men of the Artillery in
service of this State be allowed the same Pay and Allow-
ance as the Officers and Men in the Continental service,
from the next pay day.

Resolved, That Colonel Bull be ordered to send the Men
.. PHILADELPHIA, November 28, 1776.-At eleven 0 'clock this forenoon,

1\ very large and genteel town meeting was held in the State-House
yard. The members of the General Assembly and the Council of
Safety. were pres.ent; Mr..Ritte!thouse, Vi.ce President of t~e Council,
being m the chaIr. The mteJhgence whiCh has been receIved of the
probability of General Howe having it in contemplation to invade this
State was laid ,before the citizens; and tbey were informed that the
Congress requested the MiEtia of the City and several of the Counties,
and part of the MiEtia of each of the other Counties, to march into
New-Jel.sey. The people expressed their cheerful approbation of the
measure by the most unanimous acclamations of joy ever observed on
any occasion; and the Militia are ordered to be reviewed to-morrow, at
two 0 'clock in the afternoon.. General Jl'liJllin addrel'lsed his fellow-citi-
zens, in a spirited, animating, and affectionate address, which was
received by them with marks of approbation which showed their esteem
for, and confidence in, the General.

that were employed at Billingsport down to that place
to-mon.ow morning. .

MI'. Nesbitt was .directed to pay Peter Brown £320 Is.
3d., for Iron work done for this State.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Jeremiah Baker £253
7s., for Wood delivered at Barracks near this City; to be
charged to Congress.

Ordered, That Captain Joseph Blewer be ordered to
apply to the Marine Committee lor the Cannon which hav:e
lately arrived in the prize vessels, that they may be mounted
on travelling carriages.

Ordered, That Captain Joseph Blewer be ordered to
make inquiry after suitable Cannon to mount upon travelling
carriages, and apply to the owners for them.

Resolved, That Thomas Bartholomew Bowen be ap-
pointed a Captain in the Ninth Pennsylvania Regiment in
the Continental service, commanded by Colonel James
Irvine.

Ordered, That Mr. Robert Towers be directed to delivel'
the publick Arms to the Commanding Officers of Companies
of Militia of the City and Liberties upon their application,
taking receipts for the same.

Resolt'ed, That the necessitiesof divers poor persons,
women, children, &c., belonging to the Army, in passing
through this City, require the attention of this Board, and
therefore, the several members are requested to relieve them
as occasion may ofter, and this Board will pay the ex-
pense.

Resolved, That the Salt to be sent to the several Counties
of this State be sold out to the Militia only who go into
actnal service at this time 01' to their families, in the manner
directed in our Resolve of the 23d instant, as sent to the
Committees.

In Council of Safety, November 29,1776.

Present: David Rittenhouse, V. P., Samuel Morrl~s,
John Hubley, Fra'(lcisGurney, Joseph Blewer, John Bayard,
Fred. Kuhl, Henry WynkQop, Sam'l C. Morris, John Bull.

An Order wasdrawnon Mr. Nesbitt, in favourof Colonel
JosephPenrose, for 2,000 Dollars, towardsrecruiting ex-
penses for Tenth Pennsylvania Regiment in Continental
service;to be charged to his Account.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Mr.
Matthew Irwin, for £ 1,200, for the purposeof purchasing
Blankets, NC., from the inhabitants of the City and Liber-
ties.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay George Hutton and
others 40 Dollars, as a reward for apprehending John Den-

.
over, a highway robber.

MI'. Nesbitt to pay George Ginter, for going express
to York, Cumberland,and Lancaster Counties, to order
Militia to march, £11 17s. 6d.-charge Congress; James
Barnes for Glazing at the Hospital on Province Island,
£4 2s. 6d.; Esther Burke for ten weeks Nursing sick
Soldiers, £5 IOs.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Lieu-
tenant ColonelNagle, for 3,000 Dol1ars,to be charged to
Colonel James Irvine, of Ninth Regiment. .

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay lchabod Groves for twenty-
five tons Ballast, £5.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Fred. Verner £ 10,
for riding express to York, Lancaster, and Cumberland
Counties, to countermand marching of Militia.

Mr. Nesbitt wasdirectedto pay John Pringle £243 15s.,
for one hundred and thirty barrels Turpentine, in Mr

"

Pringle's stores.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Captain Nathan Gibson £6 5s., for
Powder-Horns, &c., &c.; to be charged to Colonel Pas-
chall.

Mr.Nesbitt was directed to pay Mr. Henry Wynkoop
£44 18s. 8d., for repairing Arms of Colonel Kechline's
Regiment.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Mr. Wynkoop £ 1 12s., for expenses
for collecting Arms fi'om Non-Associators in Bucks County,
and £5 1Os.for a Rifle,-£5 10s.to bechargedto Colonel
JosephHart.
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Mr. Nesbitt to pay Andrew Ashton £4 10s., for Iron
work for the armed Boat Delaware.

.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Christl:an Dull £ 18 9s.
9d., for dieting Flying-Camp men, to be charged to Con-
gress; also £:3, for nlll'Singa sick man.

Resolved, That Mr. GeorgeBickham be employedas
Quartermaster for this State, with the rank, pay, and
rations of a Captain, and that Mr. Biddle is to send under
his care to the Pennsylvania Battalion now commanded
by Major Williams, such a supply of clothing as he has
in his possession, that they may stand in need of.

Agreeable to resolve of Congress a commissionfor Letter
of Marque was thi~ day granted to Michael Barstow, Com-
mander of'the Brig Industry, mounting ten carriage guns,
(four-pounders,) burthen about one hundred tons, navi.
gated by twenty-five men, owned by Blair .McClenachan.

Resolved, That Matthew Brooke, Leonard .Stoneburner,
and Jacob Engle, do provide as many Teams as they can
immediately, to remove the Stores from this City; for which
service they are authorized to pay 2s. ]Od. per mile for
can'ying twenty hundred weight frQmPhiladelphia, and
shall be allowed 15s. per day each for their own. trouble
while they are employed in this service.

Resolved, That this Council w.illprovide generously, and
in the least exceptionable manner they can d~vise, for the
families of tbe Associators who shall march into New-Jersey
to join General Washington, exclusive of their pay, out of
such moneys as they have at their disposal, unless the House
of Assembly sball before that time make the interposition
of this Board unnecessary.

Adjourned to three o'clock; when the following Members
met: David Rittenhouse, V. P., Owen Biddle, Samuel
Morris, Sen., John Hubley, Joseph Blewer, Timothy Mat-
lack, Francis Gurney, Henry Wynkoop.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Colonel
Richard Humpton, for 2,000 Dollars, for the purpose of
paying bounty money and recruiting expenses for the
Eleventh Pennsylvania Regiment.

In Council of Safety , November 30, 1776.

Present: David Rittenhouse, V. P., Owen Biddle, John
Hubley, Fred..Kuhl, Francis Gurney, John Bull, Sam'l
Morris, Sen., Joseph Blewer, Henry Wynkoop, Sam'l
C. Morris, James Cannon.

John M. Nesbitt, Esquire, was directed to pay Captain
William Brown £2]4 9s. 9d., being the balance of his Ac-
count for bounty money and recruiting expenses, &c., and
sundry necessaries for the putnam Battery. .

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Captain Henry Lott, of
Bucks, three days' pay for himself, two Lieutenants, two
Sergeants, one Drummer, and sixteen Privates, they being
on march to this City, by a late order of the Council; to be
charged to Congress.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Henry Wynkoop, Esq.,
for Arms, &c., purchased by him., and delivered to tbe
Militia,balance£ 10 ]Os. Also £223 16s. 4~d., beingthe
balance of his Account as Treasurer for the Committee of
Bucks County.

Ordered, That the proportion of Salt belonging to this
State for the County of Philadelphia, be immediately put
into the hands of the Colonels or Commanding Officers of
the Battalions of Militia of said County, to be sold out, on the
terms mentioned in our Resolves of the 23d instant, to the.
Militia who go into actllal service only.

Resolved, That in the present alarming situation of our
affairs, it is bighly expedient that no Vessels should be
suffered to depart this port until further orders from this
Board.

The Commodore was directed to stop all Vessels from
passing through the Chevaux-de-frise.

Ordered, That Captain William Brown do furnish a
Guard for the Salt Vessels, when applied to by the Salt
Committee for that purpose.

Resolved, That money be sent immediately to the Col-
onels of the Militia of Chester, Philadelphia, Bucks, and
Northampton Counties, and City of Philadelphia, to supply
the families of such Associators as go into actual service,
and may stand in need of the same; and that each Battalion
do choose two Subalterns, substantial freeholders, who are
to receive from the Colonels of Jheir respective Batta!ions
the said money, and distribute it amongst the said families
from time to time, according to their need, in the most dis-
creet manner, for which money they are to account with
this Board.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Colonel Timothy Greenc
the sum of £52 lOs., for the attendance of Fifers and
Drummers to his Battalion in Lancaster County.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Michael Goodman £4
16s., and John Rabson 17s. 6d., for porterage of Stores for
Mr. Towers.

Adjourned to three o'clock; when the foJlowing Members
met: David Rittenhouse, V. P., Owen Biddle, Sam'l
~7Jt[orris,Sen., Fred. Kuhl, Joseph Blewer, Francis Gurney,
John Hubley, James Cannon, John Bull.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Matthias Woolpert £42,
for six hundred bushels of Coal, delivered to Major Loxley
for the use of the Brass Cannon Foundry.

Mr. Richard Dormond was employed by this Council to
procure ten Wagons at the same rate Mr. Brooks was
employed yesterday, if he procures ten Wagons, and in
proportion of any lesser number.

Resolved, That in the present alarming situation of our
affairs, it is highly expedient tbat no Vessels should be suf-
fered to depart this Port until further orders from this
Board.

NEW-YORK CONVENTION AND COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

CONVENTION.

Saturday morning, September 28,1776.

Convention met.
Present:. Colonel Peter R. Livingston, President.

For NEw-YORK-Mr.Dunscombe, Mr. Bancker, Mr. Duane,
Mr. Harper, Mr. Jay.

For ORANGE-Mr. Wisner, Dr. Sherwood, Mr. Little.
TRYON-Mr. Moore, Mr. Harper.
For ALBANy-Gen.eral Ten Broeck, Mr. Ten Broeck, Mr.

Gansevoort, Mr. Cuyler, Colonel Livingston.
For DUTCHEss-Mr. Platt, Mr. Sackett, Mr. Gil. Liv-

ingston.
CHARLoTTE-Mr. Webster, Colonel Williams, Mr. Duer.
For ULSTER-Major Parks, Mr. Contine, Mr. Wisner.
ForW ESTCHEsTER-Major Lockwood, Colonel Drake,

Mr. Tomkins, Colonel Cortlandt.
CUMBERLANu-Mr. Sessions, Mr. Stephens.

General Ten Broec7cand Mr. John Ten Broeck have
leave of absence for one month. Mr. Duane dissents.

Mr. Wisner, Jun., has leave of absence for a fortnight,
that he may be enabled to execute tbe order of the Com';
mittee of Safety of yesterday, for forwarding the Powder
from his mill to King's Bridge, agreeable to the General's
request.

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to prepare a
form of Government for this State do report the same to this
House on or before the 12th day of October next.

And that the said Committee may no longer be detained
from that important business,

Ordered, That the said Committee sit every afternoon till
they shall be ready to report;

A Letter from John Sloss Hobart, Esq., directed to the
Convention, dated at Head-Quarters, on the 26th instant,
was read and filed.

He therein informs that General Washington has ordered
Lieutenant-Colonel Livingston to repair to the Forts in the



203 NEW~YORK CONVENTION, SEPTEMBER 28, 1776. 204

Hiahlands with his detachment; that he (Mr. Hobart) is
co~certing measures for the relea.se of General Woodhull;
that he has not heard of the Committee of Safety below the
Highlands; that the enemy are throwing up works, to annoy
our advanced posts; that he wrote a letter to CorlV~ntion
yesterday, by Captain Rogers, and requests an answer.

The Letter from Mr. Hobart of the 25th instant, being
brought in, was read. .

He therein informs, that in obedience to the order of Con-
vention, he had cal1ed at the Forts in the Highlands, and
found things in as good a state as could be expected, con-
sidering the number of men in garrison; that h~ had men-
tioned to Gene~l Washington the necessity of a reinforce-
m.ent from the Army to tll0Se forts, and that the Genera]
said it was impossible; that he had shown the resolution of
Convention for procuring an exchange forGenera] Woodhull
to his Excellency General Washington; that it is very
doubtful how it can be effected; that the Canada prisoners
are at the Hook, and are to be sent on shore on their parole.
He therein further gives an account of the conflagration of
the city; retluests to know by Captain Rogers whether the
s]oop-of-war Montgomery will be sold, and directions how to
dispose of one hundred and twenty pounds of publick mopey
which he left lately at Fairfield.

Captai.n Rogers being called in, and examined as to the
condition of the sloop Montgomery, says tbat t.he vessel is in
good repair; that she wants nothing but provisions and a
little gunpowder; that one of the prizes which he formerly
took, to wit, a &mallBermuda sloop, is at Rhode-Island, as
he hopes, hy this time, condemned; that. she .had ah;o on
};IoardSOmeflailsand rigging taken from the other vessels of
which he made captures; that he brought off a few things
in a boat from Huntington at the time he took Isaac Ketch-
um and SamuelSkidmore; that the latter was a person who
had taken possessionof a farm of a brother of Captain Zeph.
Platt; that he came to the Convention to request theirdi-
rections how to dispose of the vessel the ltlontgomery.

Resolved, That the vessel-of-war the Montgomery be
continued in the service of this State.

That Mr. Williwm Harper, Mr. Bancker, and Mr. Zeph.
Platt, be a CQmmi.tteeto give such instruction~ to Captain
Jlogers as they shall think proper, to enable him to proceed
on a cruise with al\ possible expedition. AQd also that the
s<Lid Cornm!tt~egivesuch directionsto Captain Rogers rela-
tive to any prizes or prize-goods remaining on Nassau Island
as they shall think proper.

Ordered, That Mr. Jay be added to the Committee ap-
pointed yesterday

.

morn
..

ing to
.

report 00 t

.

h
.

e
. ..

app]ication of
Major Hoisington for money for the use of the Rangers, and
tbeother matters therewith committed.

A short Letter, dated the 27th instant, lIom ThQmas
Cregier, of the armed Schooner Putnam, wa.s read.

Ordered, That the late representation of the state of that
vessel made by Captain Cregier, the Letter from Quigley
his Lieutenant, the Memorial of the Artificers of the said
vessel,and Captain Cregier'spresent Letter, be committed
to Mr. Gansevoort, Mr. Tompkins, and Mr. Dunscombe;
and that they report thereon with all convenient speed.

A Letter from Genera] James Clinton was read, and is as
follows, to wit:

"Fort Constitution, September 27, 1776.

"GE:NTI.EltIEN:Colonel Snyder has just come down with
three companies of his regiment, and more is daily expected.

"The enc]Qsedis a letter for .Mr. Schenck, urging him.to
forward the matena]s pe. was ordered to provide for these
forts. I have wrote to him for five hundred weight more
of iron, and about two hundred shingle lath if they can be
sent down immediately with the twenty hogsheads of lime.
We ha ve two barracks raised, one at this fort and the other
near Fort Montgomery, but we can't do much more to them
for want of these materials, &c. I have received nails from
the Quartermaster-Genera]; I believe what will be suffi-
cient. I am at a loss to know what to do with the troops,
for want of barrack room, unless I detain the sloops that
brouaht them down a few days; but if I get these neces-
sarie~ to go on with the work, we will soon have room
enough.

"I have two prisoners here that was sent down from

New- WI~ndsor on suspicion of huying bUller, flour, &c., for
the Ministeria] Army. I will soon send you the particu-
lars.

"I am, gentlemen, your most humble servant,
.. JAMESCLINTON, B. Gen'l.

"Please to forward the enclosed to Mr. Schenck, after
you have opened it, if you tbink proper."

(Endorsea-" To the President of the Congress of the
State of New- York, at Pishkill.Per Ser't. Cook.")

The said Leller of General Clinton was immediately
taken into consideration; and thereupon,

Ordered, That John Schenck, Esq., be, and he hereby
is, directed to proeure and fc}rwardto Fort Constitution, with
the utmost despatch, five hundred weight mOreof Iron, and
about two hundred Shingle Lath, together with the twenty
hogsheads of Lime heretofore ordered to be sent thither.

A Letter from Robert Yates, Esq., Chairman of the
Secret Committee (for obstructing the navigation of Hud-
son's River,) was received and read, and is as follows, to
wit:

"Poughkeepsie, Wednesday, 25th September, 1776.

" SIR: We've obtained two sloops, two brigs, and two
large ships, for the purpose of obstructing tb~ channel at
Fort Washington. One of the sloops, the Chnton, hereto-
fore purchased by the Committee, we found here; the other
we've ordered from Fort Montgomery. The two brigs are
here also, one of which belongs to Malcom, Kip &- Lott;
the other is a New-England vessel, about one hundred and
twenty tons burthen, loaded with wheat, staves, and a con-
siderable quantity of inch boards. The wheat and staves
we've ordered to be stored; but sent. down the boards for
publick use. The ships are in Esopus Creek; owners,
Messrs. Fmnklin. They are two very fine vessels, in the
building of which much extraOl;s:!inarypains have been
taken, bOlh as to timber and workmanship. On our going
there, we ordered them to be hauled out, and expect they
will proceedto Fort WashinO'ton thisday. The two sloops,
the Clinton and that from fort ltlontgomery, we think are
almost arrived by this time, as the Clinton sailed yesterday,
with a f.1ir wind, and the other must have proceeded from
the fort shortly after the Clinton's arrival there; and as to
the brigs, we shall be able to despatch them to-day also.
The Cambden, Captain Castle, with near twp thousand feet
plank, and Captain Donaldson, with upwards of six .thou-
sand ditto, sailed yesterday also. The ships and brigs afore-
said we are tQ have appraised by the time they are ready
to set off fi'om here, and we imagine the ships will run
very high.

"Our stock of money is very low, aod .0!,Jr contracts far
exceeding the sum we were furnished with. The demands
Qn this Committee are frequent and urgent. U pan these
considerations, we hope the Convention will, by some means
or other, furnish us with a further supply.

"We are, sir, your humble servants. By order of the
Committee: R Y C'L' "OBT. ATES, "alrman.

A Letter from Mr. Samuel Tudor, one of the Agents
superintending the building of the Continental Frigates at
Poughkeepsie, was read, and is as follows, viz:

"
Poughkeepsie, September 27th; 1776.

"GENTLEMEN:Enc]osed I send you General Schuyler's
two letters of the :23d and, 25th instant, with an order for
more cordage. I'm on my own part extremely anxious to
serve, to the best of my abilities, each department wherein
the defence of our country is aimed at; but having this day
received a letter fi'om Mr. Van Zandt, one of the commis-
sioners for bJli]ding the ships, wherein he expresses his dis-
approbation of my sparing any of the materials belonging
to the ships, without an express order from Congress or the
commissioners. If I have hitherto erred, 'tis in judgment
only, and with the advice of your honourable House. This
second demaud frQm General Schuyler, comin'g to hand
unexpectedly, and immediately after the receipt Qf Mr.
Van Zandt's letter, has put me to a stand. An indemnifi-
cation, or letter of approbation f.'omCongress, for our former
proceedings, which you promised to procure for us, I believe
is the reason of the Commissioners disapproving our going
further, as that has not yet appeared either to them or us.
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If you have procurpd it, pray send it, as also )'our most
candid advice- to me in the premis'cs.

"
1 am, gentlemen, your most obedieflt) bumble servant,

"SUIL. TUDOR.

"Convention of the State of New- York."

Two Letters from General Schuyler, signed by Richard
Varick, the one bearing date on the 23d and LheoLher on
the 25th instant, directed respectively to the Superintend-
ents of the Continental Ships now building at Poughkeepsie,
were I'ead.

The General thereby applies to the Superintendents for
Rig~ing) out of the Continental Stores at Poughkeepsie, to
fit out some Row-GalJeys on Lake Champlain.

A List of the Stores wanted for the said Row-Galleys
was also enc]osed in the said Letters, which was likewise
read.

A Letter from Robert Yates and Gilbert Livingston,
Esgs., two of the Committee for obstructing tbe navigation
of Hudson's River, was received and read, and hereafter
follows, viz;

. .. Poughkeepsie, September 27,1776.

"
SIR: The bearer hereof, Ca ptai n John Hun, is come

down with tbree battDes from General Schuyler, for cordage.
Captain Tudor, to whom he is directed, informs us that he
cannot spare the quantity the General requires.

Uut of one or the new ships belonging to Fmnklin, we
have taken all tbe new cordage, and stored it with Captain
Schenck. We acquaint you with this circumstance, that
in case the Convention should judge it necessary, they may
give directions to complete the remainder of the General's
orders out of this store.

"
Weare, sir, your humble servants,

"ROBT. YATES.
"GU,BERT LIVINGSTON.

"Captain Schenck has the charge of the cordage, and if
any orders are given, they ought to be directed to him."
Endorsed, "To Peter R. Livingston, Esq., President of the

Convention of the State of New- York, Fishkill."

Ordered, That the said Letters from General Sl;huyler
and Inventory of Rigging wanted, the said Letter of Cap-
tain Samuel Tudor, received thisday, and the Letter fi'om
Messrs. Yates and Livingston, of the 27th instant, be com-
mitted to Mr. Gansevoort, Mr. Duane, and Mr. Cuyler,
and that they report thereon with all convenient speed, and
have leave to withdraw for that purpose.

The Convention were informed tbat Colonel Humphreys,
of Dutchess County, who is attending, alleges that it is im-
practicable for him to raise the proportion of the last Levies
ordered to be detached from the Militia. of tbis County,
which ought to be detached from his Regiment.

Colonel Humphrey, called in,says, that he understands
that the order for raising men is, that they be raised volun-
tarily; but if otherwise, 'tis his opinion that there are so
many disaffected that they cannot be drafted; that the dis-
affected discourage others, by saying, that as Long-Island
and New- York are taken, the enemy will take the forts in
the Highlands, and that those taken in them will be hanged;
that Captain Johs. V. Duerson says his whole Company,
except his Lielltenant and himself, are Tories.

Colonel Humphreys withdrew.
Whereas twenty days have elapsed since a Resolution

of this House was passed for a detachment of men of the
Militia of Dutchess County, to reinforce the garrisons in the
Highlands; and whereas the sai.d detachment hath not yet
been raised, and Colonel Humphreys hath represented to
this Convention that great difficulties hath arisen in attempt-
ing to raise the same:

Resolved, That the Committee of the County of Dutchess
be authorized and requested to provide that the said detach-
ment be immediately raised, and, for that purpose, that they
consult with and afford General Ten Broeck their advice,
aid, and influence.

Ordered, That a copy hereof, and a copy of the Reso-
lutions for raising the said Detachment, be immediate]y sent
to the Chairman of the Committee of Dutchess County.

The Committee to whom were referred the Letters from
General Schuyler, Mr. Samuel Tudor, and Messrs. Yates

and Livingston, brought in their Report; which being read
and adopted, the Convention came to the following deter-
mination on those Letters, viz:

Whereas Major General Schuyler, by Letters from his
Secretary of the 23d and 25th instant, directed to the
Superintendents of the Continental Ships which are. now
building at Poughkeepsie, bas applied for cordage and rig-
ging out of the Continental Stores there, for fitting OUtRow-
Galleys on Lake Champlain: And whereas Mr. Samuel
Tudor, one of the said Superintendents, by Letter of the
27th instant, has requested tbe advice of this Convention
respecting a compliance with the said application; and there
being a quantity of Rigging in store at Fishkill LanJing,
and likewise in the store of Mr. John Schenck, of Pough-
keepsie, wbich was take;. from vessels employed in obstruct-
ing the navigation of Hudson's River:

Resolved, therefore, That such of the articlesas General
Schuyler has applied for, which are in store at Fishkill
Landing, and in Mr. John Schenck's store at Poughkeepsie,
shall be delivered to Captain Hunn, being first appraised
by three indifferent and ski1lful persons; and that it is the
opinion of this Convention that such of the articles as shaU
not be found in the said stores ougbt immediately to be
supplied by the Superintendents out of the Continental Stores
at Poughkeepsie, It appearing to this Convention that the
completing the Naval Armament for the protection ana
security of Lake Champlain is an object of the greatest
moment to the United States, and will not admit of delay.

Resolved, That this Convention will make a proper
representation to the Congress of the United States, of the
reasons which have induced them to advise tbe Superin-
tendents to deliver such Continental stores on Major-Gen-
eral Schuyler's requisition; and that this Convention will
indemnify the said Superintendents for their cqmpliance with
these Resolutions.

On motion of Mr. Jay,
Ordered, That the Secretaries employ Mr. Abraham

W. De Peyster, at the rate of one Dollar per day, to tran-
scribe the Journals of the former Congresses of the Colony
and of the Convention of the State of New- York.

Resolved, That the President of the Convention fi}rthe
time being, and Mr. Robert Harper, be a Committee to
superintend the engrossing the Journals of the former Con-
gresses of the Colony, and of the Convention of the State
of New-York. .

Major Lockwood has leave of absence {ill next Wednes-
day evening.

Ordered, That Mr. Duane be added to the Committee
for forming a plan of Government; and

Resolved, That tfie Chairman of the said Committee
with any four of the members be a quorum.

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the
several applications delivered On the 25th instant relative

.

to tbe sale of Salt, delivered in their Report; which was
read and ordered to be recommitted, and that Mr. William
Harper and Mr. Gansevoort be added to tbe Committee.

Resolved, That the last Committee of Safety be revived,
and that it consist of the same members, and with the same
powers, and to continue until the next meeting of a quorum
of the Convention.

At Fi~hkiJl, Sunday morning, September 29, 1776.

Thp. President and several of the Members met pursuant
to adjournment.

No very urgent business offering, they adjourned till to-
morrow morning, at nine o'clock.

Monday morning, September 30, 1776.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Colonel Peter. R. Livingston, President.

For NEw-YoRK-Mr. Bancker, Mr. Harper, Mr. Duns-
comb, Colonel Jay, Mr. Duane.

For WEsTcHEsTER-Colonel Cortlandt, Colonel Drake
Mr. Tomkins. '

For ALBANy-MI'. Cuyler, Mr. Robert Yates, Mr. Ganse-
voort, Colonel Livingston.

For ORANGE-Colonel Sherwood.
For TRYON-Mr. Harper, Mr. fti[oore,Mr. Newkerk.
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For ULSTER-Colonel De Wit, Mr. Contine, Major Parks.
For CHARLoTTE-Major Webster, Colonel Williams, Mr.

Duer.
For DUTCHEss-Mr. G. Livingston, Mr. Sacket, Mr.

Schenck. '

For CUMBERLAND-Mr.Sessions, Mr. Stephens.
A Letter from General Mijflin, direc.ted to Captain Ben-

jamin Ayres, was read, and is in tfle words following, viz:

"
Mount Washington, September 28, 1776,

"DEAR SIR: Colonel Moylan having resigned the Quar-
termaster-General's Department, and the General having
requested me to act in his place until tbe pleasure of Con-
gress is known, 1 eal'llestly desire you to go immediately to
the Fish Kilns, and there wait on sbe President oftbe New-
York Convention; entreat him in my name to give you
every assistance in his power in the procuring boards of one
inch, and one-and-a-half inch, for the use of the Army here,
who are now suffering much for want of them. WI' are in
want of a much greater quantity of boards than I fear can
be obtained this fall from this Colony; I therefore do not
now limit your contract.

" If you see Mr. Duer, tell him I have seen his letter to
Colonel Moylan. If he will undertake the business, and
can promise his attendance to it, you will have little to do.
If he requires your attendance in the Highlands, take his
orders and execute them with your usual zeal and activity.
At any rate, procure boards of one inch, which are much
wanted. Ten thousand of one-and-a-half inches, for plat-
forms; ten thousand ditto two-and-a-half ditto, should be had
immediately if possible. I propose to go to Philadelphia
this day, and to return in one week. Any orders drawn
by you, or Mr. Duer, on account of boards and planks
will be honoured.

" I am, sir, your bum. and d. servant,

" THOS. MIFFLIN, Q. j}1. G.
"Captain Benjamin Ayres."

Captain Ayres was called in, and he gave the Convention
furthel' information on the subject-matter of the said Letter.

Thereupon it was Resolved and Ordered, That Captain
John Schenck be, and he hereby is directed, to purchase
and forward down to Spytdenduyvel Creek, with the utmost
despatch, one hundred hogsheads of Lime, as man)' hard and
soft Bricks as he can procure, (not exceeding four hundred
thousand,) any number of Shingles not exceeding one hun-
dl'ed thousand, and ten thousand Shingle Lath; that in case
Captain Schenck cannot procure those articles with the
consent of the owners thereof, that he be authorized to im-
press them, paying a reasonable price for the same. Also,
Vessels, Teams, Wagons, Horses, and Men, for the purpose
of conveying them spe~dily, it being of the utmost impor-
tance to the preservation of the Army and general cause of
America, that those articles should be procured with the
utmost expedition. .

Ordered further, That Captain Schenck be directed to
procure at the most reasonable rate he can, ten thousand feet
of two-and-an-half inch of Oak Plank, and forward the
'same to Spytdenduyvel Creek, and that Captain Schenck
draw on Captain Benjamin Ayres, al Fisltkills, for such
money as he may require in purchasing and procuring the
above-mentioned articles.

Captain Ayres further informed the Convention, that he
is directed by Quartermaster-General to procure lar<resup-
plies of Grain and Cord Wood, for the use of the°Army,
and requests the aid of the Convention in the despatch of
this most necessary business.
. Thereupon it was Ordered, That Mr. Dirk Jansen of
the Manor L'ivingston, be authorized and requested to ~ur-
chase and send down to Spytdenduyvel Creek, with tbe
utmost despatch, to Brigadier-General MijJlin, Quartermas-
ter-General to the American Army, three thousand bushels of
Oats, four thousand bushels of old Corn, and one thousand
bushels of Rye, at the most reasonable rate, not exceeding
foul' shillings per bushel for Oats, and five shillin<rsfor old
Corn and Rye, and that he draw on Captain Benjamin
Ayres, at Fishkill, for payment of the same.

And Ordered, Tbat tbe following persons, whose names
are hereunder mentioned, be respectively authorized and
requested, to purchase and send down to Spytdenduyvel
Creek, with the utmost despatch, for the use of the AT!lCrican
Army, as much Cord Wood as they may be able respect-

ively to obtain, and at the most rf'asonab](> rate, not exceed-
ing twenty-(cJUrshillings per cord fi)r Oak, and thirty-two
shillings per eOI'dflTrNut Wood; and that on the delivery
of any quantity of the said W oon there to Brigadier-General
Mifflin, 01' his order, they apply to him for payment, to wit:
John Teller, in Dutchess County; William Danielson, at
New-Marlborough; James Jackson, at Ntw- Windsor; Isaac
Belknap, at New-Burgh; Lewis Clark, at New-Burgli;
Nicholas Brewer, Jun.,at Wapping Kill; Aril! Smith, near
Naiack; Corns. Jansen, at Esopus Landing; and James
Wells, Cocksackie.

On motion of Colonel De Wit,
Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to take into

consideration the abuses committed in withholding of Tea
by the owners Ot' agents thereof, within this State, and
also in the sale thereof at higher prices than that limited by
Congress; and that they report thereon without delay; and
that Colonel De Wit, Mr, Gilbert Livingston, Mr. Robert
Harper, Mr. Banckel', and Mr. Contine, be the Committee.

Ordered, That Major Henry Schenck be, and herehy is,
empowered to take charge of the Children of Isaac Teller,
deceased; to place such of the said Children as he may think
proper at hoard until further order.

Ordered, That the Committee at Rhumbout Precinct
endeavour to make such provision for, or give snch assistance
at the publick ex pense to, Vincent Carter's Family as to
prevent their perishing by cold or hunger.

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety, appointed on
the 27th instant, to continue until a meeting of the Con-
vention, and which was revived on the 28th instant, CQnsist-
ing of the same members,and with the same powers and
regulations, be again revived, to continue until a meetin<r of
this Convention, with the same powers, regulations, and to
consist of the same members.

A Letter from the honourable the Delegates for the
State of New- York, at Continental Congress, was received
and read,and is as follows:

"Philadelphia, 24th Septe~ber, H76,

" GENTUm:N: We received your letter of the 9th Sep-
tember, with sundry enclosures, which were laid before
Congress, wbo have come to several resolutions, a copy of
which we send here enclosed. You will see that three tons
of powder was directed to be deliveredat New- Windsor,to
be send to the forts; but that will not be done, as the
wagons with the fifteen tons referred to in the resolution
went by way of ]}[inisink. The five tons we shall forward
immediately. We obtained an order from Congress for
six thousand seven hundred dollars, to be laid out in arms
fOl' your State, which we shall purchase when we have an
opportunity. None are now to be had here, but parcels
frequently arrive. If you should have occasion lor the
money for a more pressing purpose, you will please to
acquaint us.

" We wrote you the 30th August, which we hope came
to band.

"The encouragement now given by Congress will, we
hope, enable you to raise four complete battalions as speedily
as possible. We refer you to the President's letter on that
heaa. Folll' battalions is all that is required of New- York,
including those already raised. Enclosed are sundry news-
papers. We could wish to heat' from you at least once a
week, which seems to be more necessary now than ever.

" Brookland, on Long-Island, is burnt, as well as the
City of New- York, without doubt on purpose. This account
we bave from Mr. Blanchard, of Elizabeth-Town. .

"Weare, gentlemen, your most obedient servants,

" PHIL. LIVINGSTON,

"
W M, FLOYD,

" LEWIS MORRIS."

Sundry Resolutions of Congress, referred to and enclosed
in the said Letter, were also read, and are as follows:

"IN CONGRESS, September 23d, 1776.-Resolved, That
the German Battalion be ordered immediately to join the
Army under General Washington, and that the President
inform his Excellency of their march, and desire that he
will order an equal number of men from his Army to garri-
son the Forts in the Highlands. .

"That Mr. J. Measebe directed to supply the German
Battalion with such articles of Clothing as they may stand
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in need of tbe same to be cbarged to their account and de- veteran troops; and it IS tota1ly impossible we should ever
ducted au; of the pay of the men. ,have a well-disciplined army unless our troops are engaged

"That three tons of the fifteen tons of Powder lately to serve during the war. ,

ordered to the Northern Army I and now on its way thither, "To attain! therefore,this ~ost desirable end, I am to
be left at New-Windsor,in the State.of New- YDrk,and request YOllw~1Iat onc.e,and WItholltIimoment's delay, lend
from thence conveyed to Fort Montgomery, and that five all yo~)' attentIOn 10raise your quota of the American Army.
tons be immediately sent from the City of Philadelphia. The times call for the greatest despatch and vigour of con-

"That two Companies of the Marin~s lately raised, and duct. Wl?en the bloody standard ?f tyranny is erected in
now in Philadelphia, be ordered to march immediately for a land ofhberty, no good man, no fnend of his country, can
FQrt Montgomery. possibly remain an inactive spectator of her fall. Display,

"That ap{)lication be. made to the Council of Saf:-ty of therefore, I most ardentlr entre~t you, that virtu~ which
the State of P ennsylvanw, to order one half of the Artillery- alone.can save her on tills occ~slon, Let us convmce our
men now in the service of their State to proceed to Fort ene[mes, Iha~ as. we entered mto the pre~ent contest to
Mont!!omery as soon as possible. defend our Itbertles, so we;,are resolved, with the firme~t

"That Congress appl"Oveof the measures adopted by the rel~anc~ o~ Heaven for tl1e j~lstice of. our c~use, never to
Convention of New- York for the defence of the HilThlands, rel10qUlshIt, but rather pefJsh 10the rUins of It. If we do
and will cheerfully defl=ayall the necessary expens:s which but remain finn; if we are .undismayed at the lillie shock~
may accrue. of fortune, and are determ10ed at all hazards that we will

"
By order of Congress: ~e free, I ~m persuaded, under the gracious smiles of Pro v-

"JoHN HA.NCOCK,President." Idence, assIsted by our own most strenuous endeavours, we

"IN CONGItESS,September 20, 1776.e-ResQlved, That
shall ~nally ~ucceed agreeably to ou,rwishes, and thereby

the slimof 6,700 Dollars be advancedto the Delerratesof
~stabijs~ the Independence,.the happmess,and the gloryof

1I.T Yo .k r. h f ' I S' I
,

' d S '" b the Untted States of Amenca.
,Hew- 01 , lor t e use 0 t lat tate, t lC sal tate to , e

"A h
,.

b I
. I I

a cou t ble
s t e troops now In service e ong1Ogto t Ie severa

c

"
Enx~'a~'~from the Minutes: ~tates will be consi.deredas a part of their quota in the 4mer-

" CHAS. THOMSON, Secretary."
zcan Army, you will. please to take such steps as you Judge

,

necessary to ascertam what number of troops, as well as
A Letter from the Honourable John Hancock, President what officers, will enO"ageto serve durinO"the war. I send

of the Continental Congress, enclosing sundry Resolutions, by this express blank'"commIssions, to b: filled with such as
was received Ilnd read, and is as follows; you ,shall please to appoint. I also forward a number of

"Philadelphia,September24,1776. the rules and articles of war, as altered by Concrress, and
"GENTLEMEN: You will perceive by the enc]osed just published. '"

resoJves, which I have the honour to forward to you in "I have the honour to be, gent1emen, your ,mostobedient
obedieoce to the commands of Congress, that they have and very humble servant,
come to a determination to. augment our Army, and to "JoHN HANCOCK,President."
engage the troops to serve during the continuance of the" Honourable Convention of the State of New- York."
war. As an in9ucement. 10 inlis~on these terms, the Con- The Resolutions referred to and enclosed in the for.egoing
gress have agreed to give, besides a bounly of twenty Letter are as follows.
dollars, a hundred aCres of land to each soldier; and in ,,' .. ,

case he should fall in battle, they have resolved that his~ .
IN ~ONGREs",.Septem~er.16,1776.-Resolved, That

children, or other representatives, shall succeed to such land
elghty-eI~ht Battahons be mhsted as soon as possible, to

"The rnanyill consequences arising from a short and
ser~e durmg. the presen.t war, and ~hat each ~tate ~urnish

limited inJistrnentof troopsO,are too obvious to be mentioned.
their respective ~uotas m the followmg proportIons, VIZ:

In general give me leave to observe, that to make men well New-Hampshzre, 3, Batta]ions.

acquaintedwiththe dutiesof a soldier,requires time; and Massachusetts-Bay,- - - 15 ditto.
to bringthem under propersubordinationand discipline,not Rhode-~sland, 2 d,itto.
only requires time, but bas always been a work of much Connectlcut, - 8 ditto.

difficulty. We h~ve had frequent experience that men of New-York, - 4 d~tto.
a fewTdiiys'standing will not look forward; but as the time New-Jersey: - 4 d~tto.
of their d.ischargeapproaches grow careless of their arms, Pennsylvama, 12 ditto.
ammunition, &c., and impatient of all restraint; the conse- Delaware, 1 ditto.

quence of which is, the latter part of the time for wpich the M?ry!a~d, - - .. .. .. .. 8 ditto.
soldier was engaged is spent in undoing what the greatest Vzrglma, - .. 15 d~tto.

pains had been taken to inculcate at fir~t. Need I add to North- Carol~na,.. 9 ditto.
this that th~ fall of the late General Montgomery before South-parolma, - 6 ditto.
Quebeck is undoubtedly to be ascribed to the limited time Georgw, .. '1

, ditto.

for which the troops w~re engaged, whose imp<!.tience to "That t>ye?ty DoUars be given as a, bqqpty to each
return home compelled hIm to make the attack contrary to Non-CommissIoned Officer and Private Soldjer, who shaH
the convictioIl of his own judgment? This fact alone fur- inlist to Serve durinO' the present w'ar unless sooner dis-
nishesa strikingargumentof the danger and impropriet)'of charged by Congresso: '

.

s.ending. tro~ps.il1~o the field under any restrictio~ as to the" That.Congress ~ake provision for granting Lands, in
tIme 01 t~]e]r mhstment. .The noblest e.l1terprlSemay be the followmg pr?pOl'llon: To the Officers.and Soldiers who
left unfil1lshed by troops 10 such a predicament, or aban- shall so engage In the service, andco,ntiQue therein to the
doned at the ver)' moment success must have crowned the close of the war, or until discharged by Congresf;, and to. the
attempt. representatives of such Officers and So]diers as shall be slain

'~The heavy a~~. enormous e"pense. conseq,nent ~pon ~4
the enemy-such lands to ,be pl"Ovided,by the Unitc~

ca1lmg fort~ the lVlIbtla, the .delay atte~dmg their motlOn~, .states, and what~ver expense shall be ~ecessary to procur~
and the difficulty of keepmg tbem 10 camp, 'render It such land, the said expense shall be paid and borne by tbe
extreme]y improper to p]ace our whole dependence on States in the same proportion as the other expenses of the
them. Experience hath uniformly convinced us of this, war, viz:
some of the Militia having actually deserted the camp at "To a Colonel, 500 acr,ef!i to a Lieutenant-Colonel
the very moment their services were mostwanted. In the 450 do.; to a Major, 400 do.; to a Captain 300 do.' t~
mean time the strength of the BritishArmy, which is great, a Lieutenant,200 do.; to an Ensign,150 d~.; eacb No~-
is renderedmuch more formidable by ihe superiour order Commissioned Officerand Soldier, 100 do.:
and regularity which prevai] in it., , "Thatthe appointmentof all Officersandfillincrup vacan-

".Un.d~rth~se circumstances,and in this situationof our cies (except General Officers)be left to the G~vernmeots
aff~lrs, It IS ~vld:nt.that the oo]y means left us of our pro- of th~ several States, and that every State provide Arms,
curmg our hbertl~s IS the measure the Congress have now Clothmg, and every necessary for its quota of Troops,
adopted, and which I af!1ord,ered ~ost earnestly t~ recom- according to the foregoing estimate; the, expense of the
mend to you to carry mto IIIImedlate effect. Without a Clothing to be deductedfrom the pay of the Soldiers as
well-disciplined army, we can never expect success against usual: '

FIFTH SEIJ,IES.-VOL. III.' 14
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"That all Officers be commissioned by Congress:
"That it be recommended by the several Stales that

they take the most speedy and effectual measures for inlisting
their several quotas; tbat the money to be gi\'en for !.Joun-
ties be paid by the Paymaster in the department where the
Soldier shaH inlist:

" That each Soldier receive pay and subsistence from the
time of their inlistment."

"SEPTE~IBER18th, 1776:-Resolved, That if Rations
be received by the Officers or Privates in the Continental
Army in money, they be paid at the I'ate of eight-ninetieth
parts of a dollar pel' ration:

"That the Bounty and grants of Land offered by Con-
gress, by a resolution of the 16th instant, as an enconrage-
ment to the Officers and Soldiers to engage to serve in the
Army of the Ujited States during the war, shall extend to
all who are or shall be inlisted for tha,! term: the bounty
of ten dollars which any of the Soldiers have received from
the Continent on account of a former inlistment, to be reck-
oned in part payment of the twenty dollars offered by said
resolution:

'

"That no Officer in the Continental Army is a\lo\~ed to
hold more than one commission, or to receive pay but in one
capacity."

ICSEPTEMBER19th, 1176.-That the Adjutants of Regi-
ments in the Continental Army be allowed the Pay and
Rations of Captains, and have the rank of First Lieutenants.

" In order to prevent the 01Ecers and Soldiers who shall
be entitled to the Lands hereafter to be granted by the res-
olution of Congress of the 16th, from disposing of the sanle
during the war,

"Resolved, That this Congress will not grant Lands to
any person or persons claiming under the assignment of an
Officer or Soldier.

" By order of the Congress:

"
JOHN HANCOCK, President."

"

"Philadelphia, September 24, 1776,

"SIR: I had the honour to receive your letter accompa-
nyin" the resolve of Congress relative to my return to resume
the ;ommand ,of my brigade. At a time when the State
to which ~belong is invaded, and particularly as I am hon-
oured with a military command, I esteem it my duty to
account for my absence.

"Since my arrival at Philadelphia, the State of New-
York has had no more than a representation in Congress;
and as the gentlemen of the Committee for Indian Affairs
were mostly out of town, the whole of that necessary busi-
neSShas devolved upon me. My family have been obliged
to desert their home; and meeting with them in this place
altogether unprovided, I have been under the necessity of
delaying the time of my stay until I could fix them in,some
situation where they could be accommodated. The dl3tress
of my family on this occasion made it my particular duty
to attend to thym, and which I flatter myself will be justifi-
able upon every principle of justice.

"The situation of my, brigade, I was convinced, was
well known to the Convention. I apprehended that not
more than a Colonel's command was left in it, and as such
did not think my presence was so absolutely necessary. I
have thou"ht that the existence of such a brigade, in which
were so ~any disaffected persons, was dangerous to the
cause, 'as well as to my own life. But being desirous to
participate in the virtUous opposition to the British tyrant,
I had determined, as soon as possible, to join General
Washington, and contribut~ my assistance to him, prompted,
in the first instance, by a love to my country, and in the
next place, the preservation of my property, being tho-
roughly convinced, that unless we conquer, I am ruined.
However, in obedience to the commands of Convention, I
shall prepare, with a1l possible expedition, to set out for
Westchester, and will endeavour to execute any orders they
may be pleased to give to the utmost of my ability.

" I have the honour to subscribe myself, sir, your obliged
'and obedient humble servant,

"LEWIS MORRIS."

Whereas the Convention have granted an exemption
from military duty to Mr. Charles Shaw; and whereas
Richarcl Morris, Esq., is exempted therefrom by his com';
mission, agreeable to the regulation of the :Militia of this

State; notwithstanding' which, as this Committee are in-
formed, Captain Berrian insists upon their serving in the
l\1ilitia: This Committee are of opinion that Ca ptain Ber-
rian should, agreeable to the Resolution of the Convention
of this State, consider the said Charles Shaw and Richard
.L'tlorris as exempt from military duty, and that a connary
conduct will be cQnsidel'ed as a high contempt of the au-
thority of this State, and punished as such.

Die Martis, 9 ho, A. M., October1st, 1776.
Tbe Convention met pursuant toadjournment.

Present: Peter R. Livingston, Esq., President.
NEw-Y oRK-Mr. Robert Harper,Mr. Bancker, Mr. Duns-

comb, Mr. Jay, MI'. Duane.
'

WESTCHESTER-Colonel Drake, Colonel V. Cortlalldt,
Mr. Tompkins.

ALBANy-Colonel Livingston, Mr. Cuyler, Mr. R. :rates,
Mr. Gansevoort.

OJlANGE-Mr. Wisner, Colonel Sherwood.
CVJ\U!ERLAND-Mr.Stevens, Mr. Sessions.
ULSTER-Colonel De Witt, Mr. Contine, Major Parks.
TJlyoN-Mr. Moore, Mr. Harper, Mr. Newkirk.
DUTCHEss-Mr. G. Livingston, Dr. Crane, Mr. Z. Platt,

Mr. Sackett.
CHARLoTTE-Major Webster, Colonel Williams.

The Convention were informed tbat Richard Gazatt,
one of the persons who has been detained at Fishkill by
the Guard as a suspicious person, is said to be dangerously
ill; that a Doctor, or Physician, is unwilJing to continue his
attendance or care of him without security for payment from
this State:

Resolved,This Convention will provide means tlH~tthe
Physician who shall attend the said Richard Gazatt shall
have a reasonable reward for bis trouble in the premises.

It being represented to
.

the Convention that JJfary Duns-
comb, the wife of James Dunscomb, (now in the American
troops of this State,) with her children, are in the New-
Windsor Precinct, in Ulster County, and unable to procure

o. the means of support,
Ordered, That the Committee of New-Windsor, at the

publick expense of this State, afford such assistance to the
said Mary Dunscomb as may enable her (together with every
other lawful means) to have the necessaries of life for her-
self and children.

A Letter from Thaddeus Burr, Sheriff of Fairfield
County, ill Connecticut, of the 27th September last, to the
President of this Convention, informing that, at the request
of Thomas Tredwell, and other gentlemen of Long-Island,
he had received into his Jail Isaac Ketchem and Samuel
Skidmore, who were held by no legal process, and request-
ing the direction of this Convention relative thereto, was
read and considered; and thereupon the Convention came
to the following Resolutions:

.
'Resolved, That a copy of the late Resollltions of this

House, authorizing and directing John Sloss Hobart, Esq.,
to send Isaac Ketcherq,to this place, be forthwith sent to
Thaddeus Burr, Esq.

Resolved,That Mr. Burr be requestedto detaip the said
Samuel Skidmore (who is accused of treasonable practices
again3t this State) in his custody till this Convention sbaH
give further directions concerning him, and that all charges
and expenses attending a compliance with. this request will
be defrayed; and for that purpose that Mr. Burr be author-
ized to draw for the amount thereof on the President onhe
Convention for the time being.

Mr. G. Livingston,' from the Committee appointed 'yes-
terday to remedy the abuses committed in withholding the
sales of Tea, and in making sales higher than the limited
prices, brought in their Report; which was read. After
some time spent therein,
, Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be post-
poned till to-morrow.

A Letter from Peter T. Curtenius, dated at Hackensack,
on the 16th of September, was read and filed. He therein
informs that he had not any Military Stores in his hands,
having from time .to tim'e delivered them to the Military
Storekeeper, Mr. Norwood, and that, after hisrempval, the
evidence was de.livered to Mr., Zedekiah JJlills; that,. in
obedience to the order of the Committee of Safety oCthe
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Die Mercurii, 9 ho. A. M.,October 2,1776.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
Pre~ent: Peter R. Livingston, E~q., President.

NEw-Y oHK-Mr. Bancker, R. Harper, Mr. Dunscomb,
.

Mr. Duane.
ALBANy-:-ColonelLivingston, Mr. Gansevoort, Mr. Cuyler,

Mr. R. Yates.
ULSTER-Colonel De Witt, Mr. Contine, Major Parks.
DUTCHESS-MI'. Z. Platt, Mr. Sacket, R. R..Livingston,

Dr. Crane. .
WESTCHEsTER-Mr. Tompkins, Co)onel Drake.
CUMBERLAND-Mr.Sessions, Mr. Stevens.
ORANGE-Mr. Wisner, Mr. Little.
TRYON-Mr. Moore, Mr. Harper, Mr. Newkirk.
CHARLoTTE-Major Webster, Colon-el Williams, Mr. Duer.

A Letter from Tench Tilghman to the Committee of Cor-
respondence, dat~d the 30th Septem,ber, .~as read. The
~aid Letter contams accounts of the dISposItionof the Army
of the enem}'; also, some particulars relative to the dis-
affected persons. The contents of this Letter was charged
from the Chair to be kept secret.

.

The Convention was informed by Mr. Duer that the Non-
commissioned Officers and Privates of Captain Clark's
Company of Guards now here cannot procure subsistence
here at the lowest for less than ten shillings per week, and
appear dissatisfied to spend any part of their pay. The
Convention also took into consideration the Petition of the
Subalterns, Non-commissioned Officers and Privates, of Cap-
tain JJficha Townsend, of Westchester County, praying for
an increase 'of their subsistence:

.

Thereupon Resolved, That the Non-commissioned Offi.
cers and Privates of the several Companies of Guards or
Rangers employed in' the Counties of Dutchess and West-
chester, under the command of Captain-Commandant Me-
lancthon Smith, be allowed ten shillings per week each for
their subsistence from this day during their continuance in
that service.

Mr. Z. Platt informed the CO!l~ntion that Colonel V.
. Cortlandt and himself had been under a necessity, dpring the

Mr. Curtenius, by his said Letter, further informs that time of their supplying the Militia on the east_sideof Hudson
he has engaged one hundred Muskets of Mr. Allen and Mr. River by order.of the. Con~'~ntion, to advan?~ some s.m~l
Varick which they say will be ready in a month, and that stuns ormoney for AmmuDltlon and other ~hhtary Stores III
twenty:five of them are ready now. the department of the Commissary of.Mil!tary Stores.. That
- -Ordered, That Mr. Wisner, Mr. Contine, Dr. Crane, and it woul? also tend to prevent con~usJOnIII the publlck ac-
Mr. Moore, be a Committee appointed to fix the price to be counts If C?lonel Cortlandt and hlm~elf shoul~ be ordered
paid fol' the Spears and Spear Handles which have been and authoJ'lzed to settle accounts with, and discharge the
ordered by this Conventionto be made and provided. moneysdue to, George ~omb,of!¥estchest~~younty, who,

"
by order of the ConventIOn,supplied the MIlitIa a few daysMr., Tredwell, one of the Committee aph?mted yesterday
before the appointment of Messrs. Cortlandt and Platt, and

t? devIseways an~ me~nst? procure<;Iot mg for the Con- has aJ.sosuppliedsome sma1lmatterssince Mr. Paulding's.tmental !roops raIsed m this State, bemg absen.l,
appointment and his acting as Commissary,Orde/ed, ~hat Mr. Bancker and Mr. Tompktn$ be added

Resolved and Ordered, That George Combe be directedto that Comuuttee.
to settle his Accounts with ColonelPierre Van Cortlandt

A Letter from Tench Tilgh'ffl;an,dated 28th September, and Mr. Z. Platt, for an such artic1es and things as he has
and another Letter fro~ Mr. Tzlghman, dated the 29th, to supplied to the Militia in service at the times abm'e-men-
Mr. Duer, ~er~ respectively read. . tioned; and they are also hereby authorized to settle with. He therein gIves an account of the arrIval at Camp of tw,o the said George Combe, and pay him as well for his dis-
very large wtortars from Boston; that Mount Washzngton IS bursements as his services.
strengthened; and that the Army are fortifying their Aanks. And Resolved That Messrs. Van Cortlandt and Platt do

Ordered, That Mr. C!ilbertLivingst~n endeavo~lrto pro- settle and discha~ge such Accounts as they necessarily con-
cure the use of a large Iron Stove for thIs ConventIon. tracted in the department of a Commissary of Militia Stores;

Ordered, That a Commission issue,
. appointing Thomas for which this shall be their justification.

Storm Captain of a Company of the Militia detached from the A Letter from Andrus De Witt to Matthew Contine
~ilitia. of Dlltc~ess County to augment the Fort~ and Ga~- dated the 30th September, was read and fil~d. He thereby
rlsons m .the Highlands, pursuant to the Res?lutlonsof t.hls. informs that the inhabitants of Papaconck are in great fear
Conven.tlOn?n the 7th. o~ Septe1}1:ber.T.he said Commission of a rupture with the Indians; that a person who rode ex-
~oappow~ .h!m Cap~aIn In addition to IJIS presentcom~and press to him with a suc(:eedingannexed letter fromthose
In.the MIlitia o.f ~IS County, and to be m force untIl the mhabitants, informed him that an old Squaw (weeping much)
saId Company IS dIScharged. had desiren the inhabitants to move this week to get out of

Ordered, That a like Commission jssue, appointing Mr. . danger, and that she would not see them in a IQng~jme;
Gilbert Deane (in addition to his command in the Militia of that tbe said express told him there remained at Popaconck
his County) Captain of a Company of Militia in Colonel nine families, amounting to tbe number of between sixty and
Samuel Drake's Regiment, of General Scott's Brigade, to seventy children, and that they would speedily move if they
be in fo~e till that Company is discharged. . could not get assistance.

Ordered, That a Commission, dat~d 25th September, 1776, A Let,ter from A. De Witt and D. Wynkoop, Jun., to
issue to Samuel Drake, a Colonel of a Minute Regiment in the Convention, was read as follows, to wit:
Westchester County, to replace his former Commission, which" SIR: Agreeable to the resolves of the Convention of
has been taken by the enemy. the State, we have distributed part of the gunpowder, lead,

The said three Commissions issued. and flints to the inhabitants of Papaconck and the Indian$

..

10th September, he had enclosed an accou~t of the quantity
of lead, &c , shipped off, and the persons names to whom
delivered, to wit:

.

. .

An account of Lead and Ball, &c., shipped off by Peter
T. Curtenius agl'eeabletoorders of Congress, and de]iveI'ed
to the following persons,viz:

An Account of the Ball and Flints delivered by Peter
T. CurteniusbeforeMr. Norwood'sappointment:
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near us; and as far as we can learn, they remain peaceab1y
inclined. By enclosed letter it appears that the inhabitants
of Papaco11£k are unde.I' apprehensions of danger; and ~he
bearer of their 1etter further mformed us, that an old Indwn
squaw had warned them to be on their guard; that she
expected that in case they did not move off they would be
murdered by the Indians in a short time. This is all the
intelligence we have got as yet, but believe that in case no
assistance is given to them, they shall mo~'e off in a short
time.
,

"We remain, sir, your most obedient servants,
"A. DE WITT,
"D. WYNKOOP,Jun.

"Kingston, 30th September, !776.

"To the President of the Convention of the State of Netp-
York."

A Letter from the inhabitants of Papaconck, enclosed in
the preceding Letter, was received and read; and is in the
words following, that is to say:

"Papaconck, September 26, 1776,

"
SIR: Agreeable to what was agreed on by yourself and

Judge Wynkoop and William Pick, when Mr. Sprague
and myself was at Marble-town, do on the earliest notice
send the bearer hereof to notify you of the danger we, the
settlers here and hereabout, are in from the savages dis-
tressing of us immediately. The intelligence is nearly as
follows: Last Friday two men came down the Roolcou.se
Branch, with a letter to the Committee at the Mennasink,
sent by the interpreter who says that Sir Jo~n Johnson I,Jas
sent to the Indians, that they must take up arms one sIde
or the other, and tbat ~bey were gone to treat with J?hnson
at Oswego, and it was expected that they would stnke on
the frontiers very soon. And since tbe above lettel' was sent
down, an Indian namedJQhn Shiling, or John Rcnepee, w~
down tbe river after King Philip, and said tbis week was
the last that we might stay with safety. Said news has
occasioned all the settlers below us to move off, and some of
them we have stopped till we can have advice from you;
nnd pray, sir, forward tbe same; and if we can have help, do
let it he soon-, for it is evidently expected we shall all be
cut off the middle of next week, except we have help.

"Sir, we remain your obt:dient distressed friends, in haste,
"SILAS BOWKER, TIMOTHY GREGORY,
"PETER AVEREE, JONA. HICKS,
"ABEL SPRAGUE, -JACOBKERN,
"W M. ROSSE, THOS. CUMMING.

"
RUSSEL GREGORY,

"Esquire De Wit." _

" P _ S. SIR: The above was wr~te and afterwards the
inhabitants below our settlements concluded to move oi', and
are gone; but we the subscribers have concluded to stay till
we can have advice from you, and have agreed to build a
picket fort. Sir, yours, &c., "G~:o. BARNHART,

<IJ Acon AUSTIN."

The Convention proceedt:d to consider the state of the
frontier inhabitants of mster County. After some time spent
tberein, Mr. William Harper moved and was seconded, that
the Committee of mster County be directed immediately to
order the Rangers already raised in that County to proceed
to the frontiers of the County to protect tbe inhabitants
there, and to expedite the residue of the said Rangers.

Debates arose thereon. Mr. Gansevoort moved, seconded
by Colonel De' Witt, for the previous question, Whether
the question on Mr. Harper's motionshall be now put; and
it carried against the previous question, and for the motion,
by a great majority. Therefore, .

R~solved and Ordered, That the Committee of mster
County be and hereby are directed immediately to order
tbe Rangers already raised in that County to proceed to the -
frontiers df the County to protect the inbabitants tbere, and
that they expedite the raising of the residue of the Rangers
with all possible despatcb. -

Ordered, That Mr. Robert Yates, Mr. Robert Harper,
and Colonel De Witt, be a Committee to take Letters from
Ulster County, read and before mentioned, the Resolutions
for detaching par-t of the Militia of mster County for aug-
menting the garrisons of the Fortifications in tbe High1ands,
the Resolutions of Congress relative to an augmentation to
those Garrisons £I'om Pennsylvania, with the Letter from

the Delecrates of this State accompanying the same, in order
that further means may be devised, if necessary, to afford
assistance to the frontier inhabitants of Ulster County.

A Letter from Philip Livingston, Esq., one of the Dele-
gates of this State at Congress, was read, and is as follows,
to wit:

"Philadelphia, 28th September, 1776.

" GENTLEMEN:We received your letter desiring us to
apply to Congress for the loan of a sum of money. We
have applied accordingly, and obtained an order on the
Treasury for one hundred thousand dollara, which will cer-
tainly be sent you by Thursday next. .

" Your resolutions respecting General Schuyler we have
laid beforeCongress,and they have appointeda Committee
to consider them, who have promised us to report on Mon-
day next. The Committee is toour wishes, viz: Mr. Rut-
led,ge, Mr. Hooper, and Mr. McKean. As soon as this
report is agreed to, it shall he forwarded for your inforrmi-
tion. It will, without question, be satisfactory.

"Weare, geotlemen, your most obedient servaJ;lts,,
"PHIL. LIVINGSTON.

"Abm. Yates, Esq., President of the Convention of the
State of .lVew-York." - c

Ordered, That this Letter be committed _ to the same
Committee with tbe last Letter received from the Delegates
of this State, to wit, Mr. Robert Yates, Mr. Duane, and
Mr. Tompkins.

Mr. R. R. Livingston informed the Convention that
agl'eea.ble to their order, we have waited upon General
Schuyler, and spent some days in inquiring into the reasons
of his resignation, and examining his papers and letters
relative to his conduct since his agceptance of the command
in the Northern Department. That Major-General Schuy-
ler informed him tbat be had been unjustly calumniated by
many people in this Colony, by more in the neighbouring
States; that he had been accused of disaffection to the cause
of America, at the very time he was making the greatest
exertions in her behalf; and that the false zeal of several
had carried them so far as to lay schemes for his imprison-
ment, and the malice of otbers led them to transmit ex parte
and false affidavits, in order to degrade his character to
General Washington; that by this wicked and malconceived
conduct, his utility in tbe Army was in a great measure
destroyed; that be had applied frequently to tbe honourable
tbe Congress for an inquiry into bis conduct; that bis letters
were as yet unanswered and neglected; that he thought,
therefore, tbe justice he owed to his own reputation and
the publick, obliged him to take the step he had taken.

Mr. Livingston further informed tbe Convention that he
had reason to believe, from the papers and letters of Major-
General Schuyler, (which he had carefully inspected,) that
his conduct would stand the severest scrutiny, and that upon
an inquiry he would not only be acquitted of aU censure,
but appear worthy of the thanks and approbation of th.e
Continent.

Mr. Duane, from the Committee* appointed to take into
consideration the application of Major Joab HlJisington, for
money to discharge the residue of the Bounty, and one
month's Pay and Rations to the Rangers in the County of
Gloucester and Cumberland, and also the _ Letter from the
Committee of Cumberland County of 21st June last, deli-
vered in their Report; which was read. It was ordered to
lie on the table till to-morrow, for the perusal of the Mem-
bers, and to be read a second time to-morrow morning.,

Die Mercurii, 4 ho. P. M., Octobr. 2, 1776.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Peter R. Livingston, Esq., President.
NEw-YoRK-Mr. Duane, Mr. Dunscomb, Mr. R. Harper.
CUMBERLAND-Mr. Sessions, Mr. Stevens.
ALBANy-Mr.R. Yates, Mr. Cuyler, Mr. R. R. Living-

ston.
~IN CONVENTION OF tHE REP

.

RESI;:NtATIVESOF THI!: ~
STATE OF NEw-YORK, October 2, 1776. 5

The Committee to whom were referred a Letier from the Commitlee
of the County of Cumberland, of the 21st day-of June last, and the
application of Major Joab Hoisington for the pay and subsistence of the
Ran~ers directed to be raised for t~e defepce of t.11esa~d County and of
the County of Gloucester, made their Report; which bemg tWIce read,

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be postponed till to-m01'l'OW,
and that th,e same lie on the table for the perusal of the Members.
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WESTCHEsTER-Mr~ Tompkins.
ULsTER-Mr. Contine, Major Parks.
TRy'oN-Mr. 1Jfooie, Mr. Harper.
DUTCHEss-Dr. Crane.
CHARLOTTE-Major Webster, Colonel Williams.
ORANGE-MI'. Little.

No other Members appearing, and there being a quorum
of no more than five Counties, they could not proceed to
business, and adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

Die Jovis, 9 ho. A. M., October 3, 1776.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

'Present: Colonel P. R. Livingston, President.
NEw~ YORK-Mr. Duane, Colonel Lott, Mr. Dunscomb,

Mr. Jay, Mr. Bancker, Mr. R. Harper.
ORANGE-Mr. Little, Mr. Wisner.
ALBANy~Co!onel Livingston, Mr. R. Yates, Mr. Ganse-

voort.
WESTCHEsTER-Mr. Tompkins, Colonel Drake, Major

Lockwood.
ULsTER-Mr. Contine, Major Parks, Co]onel De Witt.
TRYON-Mr. 1Jfoore,Mr. Harper, Mr. Newkirk.
DUTCHEss-Dr. Crane, Captain Plat!, Mr. Sackett.

.

CHARLoTTE-Mr. TfTebster,Colonel Williams, Mr. Duer.'
CUMBERLAND-Mr.Sessions, Mr. Stevens.
. Mr. Wt:sner, from the Committee appointed to make an
estimate of the price of the Spears directed to be made for the
use of the Militia of this State, reported as follows, to wit:

That the Smiths be allowed for the Spears steeled 5s. 6d.
per Spear, and for those without steel, including the rivets,
4s. 6d., and that the Carpenters be allowed Is. for each
shaft, or handle. That the Smith and the Carpenter, each
taking his part of that business, are to fit in the nandles,
rivet them in the Spears, and fit them for use, for the above
price, so that when completed, the price for those Spears
that are .steeled be 6s. 6d., and those not steeled 5s. 6d.
The same being read, WaSagreed to.

The Committee to whom were referred the Letters from
the New- York Delegates in Continental Congress of the
24th and 28th ultimo, reported a draft of a Letter in answer
thereto; which was read and approved, and is in the words
following, to wit:

"GENTLEMEN: I am directed by the Convention to
acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 24th and
28th ultimo. In consequence of the resolves of Congress
to raise four battalions, a Committee is appointed to report
a plan to carry these resolves illlo execution. Convention
have great reason to expect that an inquiry into General
Schuyler's conduct will clear his character from the asper-
sions which some have industriously endeavoured to throw
on it, and are happy to hear that the persons appointed by
Congress as a Committee are such as you approve of. The
money you have obtained from Congress' is a seasonable
supply, and we thank you for your endeavours to procure
it. It is the design of the Convention to write to you as
often as occurrences arise worthy of notice.

"I am, gentlemen, most respectfully, your very humble
servant. By order.

" The Honourab]e the New- York DeleO'ates in ConO'ress,
Philaddphia." "

0 0

Ordered, Th~t the same be copied, signed Ly the Presi-
dent, and transmttted.

Resolved, Tbat the thanks of this Convention be pre- '
sented to tbe honourable the Congress, for their late vote of
an advance of Money to this State, agreeable to tbe request
of this Convention for that purpose.

Ordered, That the Committee to whom were referred
the late Letters from the Delegates of tbis State, report a
draft of a Letter for that purpose.

On motionof Mr. Jay,. .
Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to devise ways

and means for rendering the communication by land between
the northern and soutbern parts or this State, and between
this and tbe Southern States, more easy and practicable, and
that they report wirh all possible speed.

Resolved, That JVIr.Wisner, Mr. De Witt, Mr. Jay,
Doctor Crane, and Colonel Drake, be a Committee for that
purpose.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State advance to
William Duer, Esq., on account of Brigadier-General
1Jfi:fllin,Quartermaster-General to the Contin,enlal Army,
the sum of six hundred Pounds, which sum the said William
Duer engages to repay into the Treasury in the space of
ten days. .'

Colonel Loft informed the Convention that the poor
inhabitants of the City of New- York, which were lately
sent to New-Windsor, are provided with Provisions in a very
expensIve manner:

Therefore, Ordered, That Colonel Lott and Major
Parks be a Committee to devise a more economical mode
of providing for them.

Resolved, That the Committee' to whom were referred
the Resolutions of Congress relative to the raising tbe fQur
Continental Regiments in this State to serve during the war,
be and they herehy are authorized to apply to any officer in
the Continental service, and obtain fromthem proper returns
and information respecting the rank and number of officers
and men raised in this State, togetber with the terms of their
inlistment, and such other intelJigence as the said Com-
mittee may think necessary to enable them to form their
Report. * .

Ordered, That the President do without delay provide
two large iron Stoves for the use of this Convention, at the
publick expense. '

Resolved, That the sum of six thousand Pounds be de-
posited into the hands of Messrs. John ll. Livingston and
Abraham P. Lott, who hereby are authorized and requested
to dispose thereof in purchasing on account of this State,
Coarse Cloth, Linsey Woolsey, Shoes, WooIlen Stockings,
Blankets, and Tanned Leather, together with such other
articles as they may thiuk proper for clothinO' the Troops
raised in this State, and that they be allo;ed two and a
half per cent. for commissions in purchasing the said goods,
the State to be at the expense of transporting the same to
such place as shall be ordered by this Convention.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of tbis State advance to
Messrs. John R. Livingston and Abraham' P. Lott the
sum of six thousand Pounds, to be by them disposed of in
purchasing Coarse Cloths and other articles necessary for
tbe Troops raised in this State, and that he take their receipt
to account for the same.

Mr. Z. PIQtt brought into Convention a Return or Rank
Roll of the Officers employed in Colonelltlorris Graham's

i<The Committee, ~o whom is refer~e~ t~e re.solves of Congress of
the 16th of September Instant, for the raISIng In thIS State four Battalions
to serve during the present war, as part of eighty-eight :Battalions to
be rai,sed in the United States of America; as also the Jetters from the
~Ol!. John Hancock, Esq., Pr~sident,.of the 24th instant, and of Ph. Liv-
mgston, Wm. Floyd, and Lewts M01TtS, three of the Delegate$ from thi!!
State, explanatory of those resolve~, do thereuJ;>on report, that in order
to carry the resol~es of Congress into. exe~utIO~, it may he n~cessary
to enumerate to thIs Board the troops raIsed III thIS State, and stIll in the
service thereof, and thedifl'erent desip;ns whereon they were raised:

1st. That by the resolves. of the Committee of Safety of the, 27th day
of January last, four BattalIons were ordered to be raIsed for garrisons
in the State, each Battalion~o consist of ejght Companies; each Com-
pany of one Captain, two Lieutenants, one Ensign, four Sergeants, four
Corporals, one Drl!m, one Fife, and seventy-six Privates.

2d. That in consequence of those directions, the said Battalions were
SOOI! thereafter raised, under the command of Colonels Jl'IcDougall
Clinton,Ritzema,and JVynkoD,p. . ,

3d. That by the instructions of the inlistment it appert'rs to your Com-
mittee that no limitation is mentioned a~ to the time of their service.

4th. That by the letters above referred to, it appears that the troops
already raised in this State are considered as part of its quota.

If those were the only Battalions raised in the State of .New- York,
your Committee conceive that the resolves O

,

f Congress co
.

uld with great
ease be put in prl].ctice, by new commissioning the officers of those
Battalions, and aiding them to recruit to supply any deficiency. But
your Committee, in justice to the rank and services of the officers who
served last year in Canada, who are. again incorporated in two new
Batta]ions, do further report, that on the 9th day of January last past
Congress resolved that «olone! Van Schaick and the other Field-Officer~
of the Second Battalion, be continued in theservice of the Unitr.d Colonies
and that they take the command of the Battalions then to be raised i~
New- York for Cmlad<t. That on the day of last, Con~ress
resolved that another Battalion should be rnised in this State, unde~ the
command of Colonel Nicholson, out of tlle troops which had served the
year before io Canada. Your Committee further observe, that both those
Battalions are officered and recruited here, and'are now in actual service
and so to continue until the last day of December next. From hence ii
appears to your Commjttee, that tl,ere are more officers in the service
of the State than will he necessary to the command of the four Baltalions
required by Congress. In order, therefore, that thjs Convention may be
truly informed of the respective ranks, merits, and services of all the
officers in this State, your Committee do further report, that if will he
expedient to obtain, with aU pDssible despatch, from the cOl11mandin~
officers a rank roIl of all the officers now In the .ervice Of this State ig
orde.' that this Convention may select the propel' officers'for the c~m-
mand of those Battalions. . ROBT. Y A,TES.
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Regimpnt, and moved that Commissions might be issued for
the Officers in th~t service, to be in force until the Regiment
is discharged.

The said Rank Roll was read, and is as fonows, to wit:
.4 R(lnk Roll of Colonel MORRISGRAHAM'SRegiment of Foot, in service

of the UNITEDSTATESOFAMERICA,under the command oJ Brig(ldier-
General CLINTON,at, Head-Quarters, KING'S BRIDGE, September tlit
10th, 1776.

.Morris Gr(lh(lm, Colonel; ROS1lJellHopkins, Lieutenant-Colonel;
William B(lrker, Major.

1st Captain, Brinton Paine. . . ... . . .lst Lie'ut., Samuel Waters,
2d do. William Meade.

2d Captain, PeterStoutenburgh... .1st Lieut., William Dennison,
2d do. Ebepezer Mott.

3d Captain, Israel Platt .lst Lieut., Reuben Hopkins,
2d do. Jonas Parks.

4th Captain, E]isha Barlow. . . .. . . .lst Lieut., Ezra St. John,
2d do. Ebenezer Carter. ,

5th Captain, Andries Hermmance. .Ist Lieut., Her'n J. Knickerbaker,
2d do. George Sharpe.

6th Captain, William Stewart .lst Lieut.,John L. Hardenbergh,
2d do. John Seaton.

7th Captain, J ohn Van Steenbergh. . ~st Lieut., Stephen Edget,
, 2d do. Benjamin Bogardus.

8th Captain, James Teller .Ist Lieut., William Tremper,
2d do. Paul Van Auden.

Staff Officers: Reuben Hopkins, Adjutant; George -A-Iorehouse,Quarter-
master; , Surgeon; , Mate.

Ordered, That Commissions issue to the Officers named
in the preceding Rank Roll of Colonel" Morris Graham's
Regiment, appointing each of them respectively to the rapk
therein mentioned, in addition to their respective former
rank or station in the Militia, and to continue in force only
until the said Regiment is discharged.

A Return, or Rank Ron, of the OfficE'rs at present in
service under the command of Cornt:!iu$Humfrey, Esq., as
Colonel, was read. The Colonel therein requests Commis-
sions for the said Officers. '

And the said Rank Roll being read, is in the words fol-
lowing, that is to say:

"Fort Montgomery, September 27, 1776.

"SIR: Agreeable to the discourse that passed between
you and m

.

yself concerning commissions for my
.

officers, I
have enclosed their names and rank, as fonows, vi~:
1st Captain, Hugh Rea ,1st Lieut., Daniel Wilson,

_ 2d d.o. Ja~e,s Humfrey.
2d Captain, John Dorion .lst Lieut., W,lham B. Alger,

2d do. Daniel Outwater.
3d Captain, Joshua Barnum .1st Lieut., Jos. Town~eni:l,

2d do. WiJliamWoodworth.
4th Captain, Colbee Chamberlain.. .lst Lient., James Tilmage,

2d do. Daniel Hame'l.
5th Captain, Caleb Bently .lst Lieut., Van Vrank,

2d do. MageeI'.

'''As also a cO!11mis~ionfor myself and Major Renserlow.
As for his Christian name, I have not at present; but if you
see fit to send down those commissions for all, or part, just
as you may think proper, I shall be able to put in those
Christian names that are left out.

"
Gentlemen, your compliance will very much oblige

"CORN'S HUMFREY, Colonel.
"'Mr. Livingston."

Ordered, That Commissions issue to the Officers named
in the preeeding Rank Roll of Colonel Humfrey's Regi-
ment, appointing each of therri respectively to the rank
therein mentioned, in addition to their former rank or station
in the Militi~, and to continue in force only until the said
Regiment is discharged.

A. Retum of an election of Officers of a Company of
Militia in the Precinct of Shawangunk, in Ulster County,
which Retum is certified by Mat.hew Rea, Chairman of the
Committee of Shawangunk, was read and filed. The said
Mathew Rea having resigned the command of that Com-
pany, it is thereby certified that Ira Robinspn was duly pro-
moted and elected Captain, James Hunter First Lieutenant,
James Kaine, Jun., Second Lieutenant, and Evert Hoffman
Ensign.

Ordered, That their Commissions issue.
And they were issued accordingly.

Die Veneris, 9 ho. A. M., October4, 1776.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Colonel Peter R. Livingston, President.
NEW YORK-Mr. IJancker, Colonel Lott, Mr. R. Harper,

,Mr. Duane, Mr. Jay.

, ,

ORANGE-Mr. Little, MI'. Wisner.
ALBANy-Colonel Lil'ingston, Mr. Cuyler, Mr. Ganse-

voort, Mr. Robe7.t Yates. '
W ESTCHEsTER-l\1ajorLockwood.
ULSTER-Colonel De Witt, Mr. Contine, Major Parks.
TRYON-Mr. ft'Ioore, Mr. William Harper, Mr. Newkirk,

Mr. Paris.
~

DUTCHEss-Dr. Crane, Mr. Sackett, Mr. Z. Platt.
CHARLoTTE-Mr. Webster, Colonel Williams.
CUMBERLAND-Mr.Stevens, Mr. Sessions.

A draft of a Letter to the honourable the President of
Congress was read and approved, and is in the words fol-
lowing, to wit: '

"SIR: This Convention have had the pleasure of receiv-
ing information through their Delegates, that, a resolution
has passed the honourable Congress of the United States for
advancing to this State one hundred thousand dollars.'
They are highly sensible of this seasonable 'relief, which,
amidst a crowd of difficulties and accumulatin~ expenses,
may enable them to support publick credit, alleviate the suf-
ferings of their fellolV-citizens,and continue their strenuous
exertions in the common cause.

/, They have, sir,. directed me to present, in the most
respectful terms, their thanks to the honourable Congress
for this fresh instance of their confidence and regard, which
I beg you will be pleased to communicate.

" I have the honour to be, with the utmost regard, &c.

"To the Hon: John Hancock, 'President of the Congress."

Mr. Duane mentioned that Mr. Gerard Bancker, the
Deputy Treasurer, had, in porsuance of an application to
Colonel Trumbull, the Commissary-General, by order of
this C<1Jlvention,lately receivedof hima considerablesum
of money on account of the Pork supplied to bim at his
requ'est by this State; that the account could not then be
finally settled for want of the proper receipts and vouchers,
remaining in the hands of the persons who delivered the
Pork; that the said Commissary-General intimated that he
expected to be charged no more for the Pork than it cost
with all charges, and should think it his dut)' to apply to
Congress lor advice, if he was charged a higher price.

Ordered, That Mr. Lockwood, Mr. Dunscomb, and Mr.
Duane, be a Commiuee to settle the Pl'ice of the Pork to
be paid by the said Commissary-General, taking into their
consideration an expenses thereont and that they report with
all conveni,entspeed.'*' . .

"The Committee have, according to order, taken the same mto con-
sideration, and thereupon have agreed to the following state of facts and
Resolution:

That, in tbe month of ,March last, the late Provincial. Convention
directed that twe]ve hundred barrels of Pork should be purcha,sed and
deposited in different stores, in the County of Westchester, for the pub-
lick service of this State. That about that quantity of Pork was accord-
ingly purchased, repacked, and stored, and was intended to be reserved
for the use of such troops as might be raised at the seJ?arate expense of
this State for its internal protection. That the Commissary-General of
the forces of the Vllited States, by letters to this Convention, dated the
14th day of .!lugust last, represented that large numbers of men were
then expected in the city of New- York and its n

.

eighb
.

ourhood, in defence
of the liberties of .!lmerica; that having been disappointed of some Pork,
that he had not then on hand so much as he could wish, and therefore
requested that the Convention would give directions for tbe delivery of
the Pork belonginO' to this State (or such part thereof as should be
judged proper) to t'he order of the said Commissary-General; that he
wouM pay for it in money, or replace it whtn the, pork he expected
should arrive, or would settle the whole matter 10 1!uch manner as
should be most agreeable to the Convention. That the Convention, on
the same day, came to a resolution to furnish the Commissary-General
with the whole, or such part of the Pork belonging to the Sta,te as !:Je
should stand in need of, and the greatest part thereof was accordingly
delivered to his agents. That, on the 18th of September last, this Con-
vention directed Mr. Bancker, the Deputy-Treasurer, to procure the
vouchers for the Pork so delivered from the Storekeepers, and to apply
to the Commissary-General for payment at the price current of that
article when delivered. That, on the 4th of this mstant October report
was made to Convention that the Deputy-Treasurer had received a con-
siderable sum of money from the Commissary-General towards pay-
ment for the said Pork, but that the account could not then be finaJJy
settled for want of all the vouchers, which he had not been able to ob-
tain from the Storekeepers. That the Commissary-General intimated
his expectations to allow no more for the Pork than it cost, with all
charges, and that he should think it his "duty to apply to Congress for
advice, if he should be charged a higher price. That the first cost of the
said Pork being £4 pel' barre], and has been increased by the charges of
cartage, storage, pickling, ani! cooperage, to near hard about £4 lOs,
But for want of some small outstanding accounts, it cannot be ascer-
tained with precision. That two reasons induced the Convention to
request the Commissary-General to pay for the said Pork in money:
the first, thai from the CIrcumstances expressed in the resolution of Con-
vention of the instant, the Treasury of this State was exha1Jsted, wbile
demands upon the publick, on account of the distressed situation of the
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A representation'*' \yas made to Convention that this
State is .indebted to Nicholas Bayard, Esquire, for the use
of his House f01'the security of the publick Records of this
State for several months, and for expense attending the
Guards kept there for that purpose; that being now deprived
of his whole estate by the enemy, payment thereof ought
to be made.

Ordered, That Mr. Lockwood, Mr. 1Junscomb, and Mr.
Duane, be a Committee to state and report the slim reason-
ably due from this State to Nicholas Bayard, Esquire, on
the account above-mentioned.

A Letter from General Ja-/nes Clinton relative to £27
lIs. 'ld. deducted from the pay of thirteen deserters of
Robert Johnson's Company, by order of the late Congress
of this State, was read and committed to Mr. Wisner and
Colonel De Witt, to consider of and report thereon.

Tpe Convention resumed the consideration of the Report
of the Committee on the Letter from the Committee of
Cumberland County of the 21st June last, and the papers
fmm Cumberland and Gloucester Counties relative to the
Rangers raised in those Counties. The Return of the Offi-
cers of said Rangers, subscribed by James Clay, Chairman,
was again read, and is as follows, to wit: .
State, were very urgent j but principally because it was apprehended
that, at a juncture when the greatest exertions were necessary to sup-
ply the Continent!!-l troops with provisions, it must have been highly
Inconvenient to .the Commissary-General to return an equal quantity of
pork, according to his engagement; and therefore the Convention was
unwilling to make the demand.

N or is the request of payment at the current price of the commodity
where it Wf!.Sdelivered, unreasonable. It appears to your Committee,
on the contrary, to be founded on justice and equity. for several reasons,
one of which only, to avoid prolixity. they beg leave to suggest.

It has been the misfortune of this State to sustain the pressure of this
cruel war at their doors. This has obliged them, besiqes their general
quota of men and money to. the common defence, to raise different corps.
of troops at their separate exrense, for the internal protection of sev-
eral of the Counties. In fixmg the rations for these tr<f()ps, which
were agreed to be paid for in money, the State having parted with their
provisions reserved in the publick stores to the Commissary-General,
those rations were estimated according to the current price of provis-
ions in the month of , when the establishment took place; and at
that time Pork was at least as s<:,arceand dear as when the Commissary-
General redived the supply from this Convention. It follows, there-
fore, that unless the Pork with which the Commissary-General was
lupplied by Convention shall be paid for at the price which was current
when it was delivered, the advantage which hath arisen by seasonably
laying it up in store will be transferred from this State to the CO!ltinent,
and this State eventually pay the difference between the time of pur-
chasing the provisions and the establishment of the said troors.

YOI,Ir Committee, however, conceive it beneath the digmty of this
State to demand any alteration respecting the price of the said Pork, and
have therefore agreed to the followmg Resolution:

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee that the Auditor-
General, after obtaining the necessary vouchers, be directed to repair to
the Commissary-Genera], at Head-QJ,larters, and explRin to him the
princjples on which Convention required payment for the Pork at the
current price when it was delivered, for which purpose a copy of the
preceding state of facts and remarks shall be furnished j that he repre-
sent to the Commissary-General, if it can be done without prejudice to
the service, it will be highly acceptable to the Convention to have an
equal quantity of Pork returned to replace that with which he hath been
so supplied-a publick magazine of provisions for the use of this
State,'under its present' circumstances, appearing to your Committee to
be absolutely necessary; and that in this case the money he hath paid
on account shall be immediately returned. But as this Convention,
zealous for the honour of the State and the success of the common cause,
would carefully avoid every measure which might tend to impede the
general service, embarrass the Commissary-General in his department,
or raise a suspicion that this Convel'ltion were capable of seeking an
unreasonable advantage, your Committee are further of opinion that
if, notwithstanding such representation, the Commissary-General should
persist in his opimon of the price to be charged for the Pork, and can-
not, without embarrassing the service', return an equal quantity, that
then the Auditor-General be instructed to s~ttle with the Comn11ssary-
General for the said Pork on the terms he has himself proposed.

'IOn the 11th February last, agreeable to an order of Congress, the
records of this Province were, for greater security, removed to the house
of Mr. Nicholas Bayard, in the Outward of the City of New- York. His
house was at that time much encumbered with furniture belonging to his
friends in the city, besides his own large family of children and a family
he had taken in from the city. Notwithstanding this, he was neces-
sitated to furnish the Secretary with his largest room for the records and
clerks, another room for his private use, and to have his own bed-room
in common with the Secretary, &c.

A guard, consisting of an officer, two non-commissioned officers, and
twelve privates, came out and continued with the records., The officer
Mr. Bayard could not decently avoid asking to his table. The Secre-
tary being Mr. Bayard's kinsman, he means not to hint was burthen-
some; but .the number of people that came out on business with him
was a consIderable tax.

The first month the guard was furnished by Mr. Bayard with candles
as well for the guard-room as for the passage to the office, where sen-
tries were placed. -

Fire-wood was found them day and !light, from first to last. The
expense of supplying the privates with liquor and other necessaries they
constantly wanted, was considerable, to say nothing of their plunder-
ing. The records were continued there with this guard till the last of
June, above four and a half months.

JJ Roll of I.he Officers belongirlfi' to Major HOISINGTON'S Coinpany ~/ Ran-
gers, appointed and recOInmenlkd by the Committee of Safety fm- the COUII-
ties of CUMBERLANDand GLOUCESTER, are as follows , to wit:

1st Captain, Benj. Wait <0. .Ist Lieut., Elisha Haw]ey,
2d do., Zebulon Lynn.

2d Captain, John Strong..., .]st Lieut.. Eldad Benton,
2d do.. .Tohn Barnes.

3d Captain, Joseph Hatch... ..1st Lieut., Simon Stevens,
2d do., Amos Chamberlain.

4th Captain, Elkana Day .lst Lieut., Nath'l Whitney,
2d do., .Toheel Robins.

"
A true list, examined by me :

"
JAMES CLAY, Chairman."

The application of Major Joab Hoisington, requesting
the remainder of the Bounty for the said Rangers, was also
read, and is in the words following, to wit:

"To the Honourable NATH'LWOODHULL,President olthe
hononrable Congress of the State of N EW-YORK:

"Agreeable to the ordet' of the honourable Congress, I
have sent the muster-rolls of'the several Companies under
my commal1d by :Mr. Ebenezer Andrews, the bearer, beg-
ging the favour of your forwarding the remainder of the
bounty, rations, and one month's wages, taking his receipt
for the same.

"I am, sir, your humble servant,
"J OAB HOISINGTON.

"P. S.Please to remit my wages and rations, likewise
as much of the rations as the honourable Congress shall see
fit. I find it much easier to purchase supplies with cash."

The several Muster-Rolls of the said Companies of Ran-
gers were also read.

The said Letter from the Committee of Cumberland
County, dated the 21st dayof June last, and inserted in the
Minutes of this Convention on the 24th day of August last,
was also read.

The Report of the Committeeto whom were referreda
Letterfi'om the Committee of the County of Cumberland of
the ~lst day of June last, and the application of Major Joab
Hoisington for the Pay and Subsistence of the Rangers
directed to be raised for the defence of the said County and
of the County of Gloucester, was again read; and. the same
being read and taken into consideration by paragraphs, and
amended, is in .the words foHowing,to wit:

"The Committee to whom were referred a letter fi'om
the Committee of the County of Cumberland of the 21st
day of June last, and the application of Major Joab Hois-
ington for the Pay and Subsistence of the Rangers directed
to be raised for the defence of the said County and of the
County of Gloucester, have, according to order, taken" the
same into consideratioo, and thereupon have agreed to the
following state of facts and Resolutions:

"That on application of tbe inhabitants of the County of
Cumberland, the former Congress, from time to time, sup-
plied the County Committee with £100 in money, 1,800
pounds of gunpowder, 4,500 pounds of lead, and a quantity
of flints.
. "That the Convention of this State, on the 23d day of

July last, directed that two hundred and. fifty-two men.
should be raised in the Counties of Cumberland and Glou-
cester, for the immediate protection and joint defence of the
said Counties in the following manner, to wit: To be divided
into four Companies, consistingtespectivelyof one Captain,
two Lieutenants, three Sergeants, three Corporals, and fifty-
four Privates. The commissioned officers to be nominated
by the mutual consent of the Commiuees of both Counties,
by whose authority warrants for levying the troops were to
issue to the Captains of each Company. The pay of the
officers and privates to be the same as that given to the Con-
tinental troops, besides a bOllntyof twenty-five dollars to each
non-commissioned officer and private. The subsistence to be,
to each Captain sixteen shillings, each Lieutenant fourteen
shillings, an~ to each non-commission.edofficer and private
ten shillings per week, in lieu of all rations. The officers
and privates to furnish themselves each with a good musket
or tirelock, powder-born, bullet-pouch, tomahawk, blanket,
and knapsack; each officer, before receiving his wan:ant, to
lake an oath, to be administered by the Chairman of the
County Committee recommending him, that he will once in
every month",or as soon after the expiration of every month
as possible, transmit to the Convention or Legislature of this
State a muster-roll of the names of every officer and private
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under his command, and of their respective times of inlist-
ment and service. One half of the bount)' to be paid by
the Captain of each Company to every able-bodied man
when be shall pass muster, tbe other halC to be. rerniued by
the Convention to the commanding officer, to be by him
issued to the Captain and immediately disbursed to the men.
.That on the same day, by the recommendation of the mem-
bers of the County of Cumberland, hab Hoisington, Esq.,
was appointed aod commissioned by Convention to be
Major and commanding officer of the said Rangers; and
a resolution of Convention passed on the same day directing
the Treasurer of this State to pay to the Deputies of Cum-
berland County £ 1,200, in part of the bounty for the said
Rangers. .

.

"On the 24th of August last, a letter from the CO[l1-
mittee of the County of Cumberland, signed by MI'. James
Clay, as Chqirman, directed to this Convention, and dated
the 21st of June, was read, informing Convention, in sub-
stance, tbat upon receiving the printed reso]ution of the late
Provincial Congress, recommending the e1'pediency of in-
stituting civil GO\'ernment, the major part of that County
had elected their Deputies, and empowered them to agree
with the Convention in establishing a mode of Government,
declaring, however, that the Deputies of the said County
were restrained by certain instructions given them by the
said Committee, in such manner that if those instnlctions
sflOuld be violated in the institution to be formed, the Com-
mittee reserve to tbemselves, on behalf of the inhabitants of
the said County, the full liberty of an absolute disavowal of
such institution, and further reserving to themselves the
liberty of pursuing a certain petition .in behalf of tbe people
included therein, which that Committee allege was some
years since preferred to the Government of the Massachu-
setts Bay, praying that the district therein described might
be reunited to the said Province. That tile letter was re-
ferred to a Committee of tbis Convention, who have made
no report thereon.

"Tbat on the 26th of September last, a letter to the
Convention, from Major Joab Hoisington, was read, inclu-
ding muster rolls of tbose companies, and requesting that
the remaining part of the bount)' I with the rations, and
first mopth's wages, which your Committee find amounts to
six thousand foul' hundred and twelve and two-eighths dollars,
might be forwarded, the said letter beirig also accompanied
with a certificate from the Joint Cotumittees of Safety for the
said Counties, signed .by James Clay, as Chairman, recom~
mending tbe officers of the said Rangers. That upon its
being moved that the money should be transmitted to Major
Hoisington, debates arose, and it was objected:

First, that the Committee of the County of Cumberland
had by their before mentioned letter, implying a protest,
pretended to reserve to the inhabitants a right not only of
rejecting any form of Government which might not cQl'res-
pond with the instructions to their Deputies, but, if they
should hereafter think fit, even of separating from this State
and uniting with that of the Massachusetts-Bay; and that
further expenditures of the publick mone}' for the immediate
protection of that County could not, in justice to other parts
of this State, be made, while the jurisdiction was questioned,
a separation threatened, and there was reason to apprehend
that the same temper which dictated the letter might induce
a denial to contribute any tbing towards the heavy debt
which was necessarily incurring, as well for the immediate
defence of this State as for the support of the great cause of
Anwrican liberty and independence.
. The Convejllion the,refore proceeded to ask information
from Messrs. Sessions and Stephens, two of the Deputies of
the County of Curnbedand, who were present. They de-
clared, that in pursuance of the resolution of Congress of the
31st of May, for electing Deputies to meet in Con vention for
the express purpose of forming a Government for this State,
they were duly elected by the people of the County at large.
That tbe General Committee of the County is composed of
two members from each town. That the Committee who
gave tbem instructions and sent the said letter to tbe Conven-
tion, were elected long before their own election as Deputies
for the said County. That they are ig-norant of the Commit-
tees or Sub-Committees of the said County hiving had any
authority or directions from the inhabitants of the said County
to give the instructions or to make such deeJamtions as are
contained in the same letter. That tbe said letter was agreed

to by the Committee to prevent any division in the County,
because the Deputies from four or five of the towns were
opposed to sending Deputif's to Convention without such in-
structions. That thf'Y have no instructions from the inhab-
itants at large, nor from any particular town. That their
credentials from the County give ~hem full and unrestrained
power in forming a Government. That they conceive them-
selves no further bound by their iootructions than they shall
appear to be right and beneficial; but that whenever on
debate it should appear that those instructions might work
an injury to the State, or if on any question they should be
outvoted, they should not "consider themselves bound by
their instructions; and further, that as representatives of the
said County, they fully acknowledge the jurisdiction of ttlis
State over the said County and its inhabitants. And the
credentials of the said Deputies being read it appears tbat
Colonel Joseph ~Iarsh, with Mr. Stephens and MI'. Ses-
sions, were duly elected to represent the said County in the
Convention of this State, and that the said representatives
are expressly invested with full power of legislation, the
said credentials containing no reserve or limitation of their
authority.

"St'cond. It ~as objected against transmitting tbe said
money, and the fact is, it does not appear from the muster-
ro\ls, or"return, 01' in any other manner, that the officers and
privates therein ment.ioned have furnished tht'Olselves each
with a good musket or firelock, powder-horn, buBet-pouch,
tomahawk, blanket, and knapsack, which is one of the quali-
fications of mustering expressly required by the before-
recited resolutions; nor whether the officers of the respective
companies, before receiving their warrants, had been qualified
to make and return monthly muster-rol!::; of their companies,
as the said resolutions also direct.

From thi~ state of facts, it appears to your Committee
that the former Congress and present Convention bave mani-
fested the most ready and cheerful rlispooition to protect the
inhabitants of Cumberland at the publick expense, in com-
mon with their other constituents, and without the least par-
tiality or distinction; tbat liberal supplies of men ~nd money,
and ammunition and warlike stores, according to the abili-
ties of the State, have been granted them as soon as their
wants have been disclosed; that this Committee neither
know, nor have beard of, the least cause of complaint or
uneasiness that has been given to any of those inhabitants
by this State, or any under its authority, during the lJresent
contest for our rights and liberties. .

"If under the former Government individuals may have
been injured, it ought to be remembered, that to rescne our-
selves from the oppressions of that Government, the United
States of America, submitting to all tbe miseries of war,
ha ve asserted their independence.

" It is unquestionable, tbat the jurisdiction of tbis State
over the territory which now comprehends the County of
Cumberland, is coeval with. its first formation as a Colony
under the Crown of Great Britain, and accordingly that
County was erected, and hath been repTesented, laws passed
for its internal regulation, courts established, civil and mili.
tary officers appointed, and many charters for lands and
privileges confirmed by its sole authority . Your Committee
therefore conceive it to be the inr\ispensable duty of this
Convention. to preserve and maintain their jurisdiction over
th~ said County by every wise, steady, and prudent measure
in their power. At a time when this State is invaped and
pressed by powerful armies, when our ~1tmost exertions are
necessary, and we are straining every nerve for the common
cause of America, for the general defence of this State, and
for the more immediate defence of the County of Cumuerland;
at a time wben every virtuous member of the com.munity is
loudly called upon to assist his bleeding country, and har-
mony al1d mutUal confidence are so essential to our preser-
vation, and to the success of the greatest and best of causes;
at such ad important and decisive conjuncture, your Com
rpittee cannot but lament that any of the inhabitants of the
County of Cumberland should suffer themsel ves to be so far
misguided as to assert a claim and principles subversive to
aJl Govemment, derogatory to the dignity, rights, and juris-
diction of this State, manifesting an unbecoming return for
the assistance and protection they. have received out of the
publick Treasury of' their feUow-subjects at large, and imply-
ing a latenidesign, by a future separation from tbe State, to
leave the whole burthen of the present cruel and expensive
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suIting with the General Committee of the said Counties;
that they be further authorized to call upon them, the com-
manding and other officers of the said Rangers, and if they
should find it necessary, to review the respective companies;
that they be instructed to inquire into the temper of the inhab-
itants of the said County and the grounds of any discontent
which may prevail among the uninformed, or be encourage~
by desi'rning men, and use their endeavours to remove the
same, a~d to frustrate any attempt to sow the seeds of jeal-
ousy and disaffection; and lastly, that they represent to the
CommIttee of the said County of Cumberland, the wisdom
and propriety of a rcrision of the said letter, and of an unre-
served submission of the said County to the jurisdiction 'of
this State, tha.t all cases of distrust may subside and the
harmony which is so essential at this importai1t conjuncture
may be fixed on the surest foundation."

Resolved, That this Convention do agree with their
Committee in the said Report, as amended, ind the same is
hereby declared to be the act of this Convention.

Resolved, That Messrs. Sessions and Taylor be requesfe'd
to proceed to the County of Cum~rland, and unite with
Colonel ltIarsh, one of the Members of the said County
now there, as a Committee Ii'om this COll\'ention, to see the
preceding Resolutions carried into effect.

Eesolved, That the Treasurer of this State do pay to the
said Committee the above-mentioned sum of six thousand
four hundred and twelve and two-eighths Dollars, for the
purposes mentioned in the said ,Report, and the further sum
of two hundred Dollars, to defray the charge of their jour-
ney, for the expenditure of which last-mentioned sum they
are to be accountable to this Con,vention.

Resolved, That three thousand Flints be delivered by
the Commissary of this Convention to the Deputies of the
County of Cumberland; two thousand fi}rthe use of that
COl,lnty,and one thousand for the use of Gloucester County.

The Committee to whom was referred the application of
Lieutenant William Boerum and Lieutenant Daniel Ra-
paye, officers of the late Troop of Light-Horse, delivered
In their Report, viz:

"That it appears to the Committee, that agreeable to a
resolution of this Convention the sairl Troops were ordered
out on publick service on the 14th day of August last;
that the said Troops continued in tbe service assigned them
until the 29th day of August; that it appears to your
Committee that the said Lieutenants Boerum and Rapalje,
together with one Second Lieutenant, two Ensigns, one
Quartermaster; one Sergeant, one Trumpeter, aod nine Pri-
vates, did, on the 29[h August, agreeable to the order of
their commanding officer, leave their posts in said King'l
County j tbat they are now in and about tbe County of
Dutchess; that they are incapable of performing further
service to this State, in their respective characters; that
they are also destitute of the means of subsistence; that
the Committee are therefore of opinion that nine shillings
per day be allowed to Lieutenants Boerum and Rapalje;
and to each of the other commissioned officers, for pay
and rations, six shillings per day, (as also to the non-com-
missioned officers and privates, si)( shillings per day,) Qfthe
said Troopers, from tbe time of their respectivelyentering
the service to tbe 29th day of August, together with half
such pay and rations from the said 29th of August to the
present day; and (or this purpose, tQat the said Lieutenants
Boe.rum and Rapalje be fu~nished with an order on the

..To th'ereJCllainderof the Bounty. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .3,250 Dollars. Treasurer of this State, for, the
, sum of ,

To the RatIOnsfor onemonth for 4 Captains. . . .. .. -. 32 ..
To do. do. for 8 Lieutenants.. .. . 56" for the use of themselves and the other persons for whom
To do. do. f'!r 12Sergeants 60" they have applied as above-mentioned, amounting to the
To do. do. for 12Corporals.,..,. 60 r' pay and rations aforesaid; and that they be considered tiSTo do. do. for 216 Pnvates .1,080

"To one month's Wages Ior 4 Captains 1062-8
"

no longer bolden to serve in consequence of theh' former
To do. do. for 8 Lieutenants 144" engagement."
To do. do. for 12Sergeants 96" R 1 d TI CTo do. do. for 12Corporals 88" esolve, lat this onV'ention agrees with their Com-
To do. do. for 216PrIVates .1,440 mittee in their said Report, as amended and above stated,

6,4122~8Dollars. and that the same stand confirmed as the act of this Con-
- vention.

t Resolved, That ~r. Stephens repair to C?hoss and pay to each man Resolved, That Mr. StevheWi take a copygf toe fonn of inlistment that
of the Rangers, eqUIpped and on actual serVice, the sum of fifteen Dol- said Rangers have signed. and take the names of such as have nut in

.Iars" except th,ose of Captain Wait's, who has rece!ved their pay himseJ,f, listed agreeable to the res~lves of Congress, -

and II1for~ said Rangers why the resIdue of, their wages are ~ot paId Upon information from Major Roisingto»" thllt he had contracted
at present, and that Mr. Stephens, muste~ said :fI;angers, and discharge debts to the amount of two hundred Pounds m purchasing Provisions,
such as he shall de~m un~t for slud serVIce, paYll1g them for the time &c., for the men under his command,
t~ey have served, meludmg wh,at bounty they have received in their Resolved, That the Commi~tee do pay to said Major !loisington three
~ ages,

"
hundred Dollars, to enable him to discharge part of saId expenditures

,Resolved, That each Captam be paId, twenty-five DoHars, and each and forty-three Dollars and 5-6ths of a Dollar, it being for one month'~
Lieutenant twenty Dollars, now at servIce at that place, pay and rations.
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war to be sustained by the rest of the community. If the
e1ttraordinary injunctions in the letter f!'Omtbeir Committee
shou]d be vindicated, it must followthat the form of Govern-
ment dictated by a party, from the best information by no

, means the majority of the County, is to be adopted, however
injurious to the general interest of this State, or disagreeable
to other Counties, and however unreasonable it might on
publick debate appear even to thejr own immediate repre-
sentatives; and thus a single County is to control the whole
State, prescribe its Constitution and Government, and estab-
lish its laws, on pain of separation; from a parity ofrea-
son, every other County, and even district and town) witbin
this State might arrogate the same power, and instead of
producing order, secill"ity, and a wise and permam.mt Gov-
ernment, (the great and salutary purposes for which this free
Convention was elected and assembled,) anarchy and con-
fusion must be the fatal result.

" Your Committee are satisfied, however, that the letter does
not convey the sentiments of the majority of the good people
of the County of Cumberland, and that the General Com-
mittee will, upon cool reflection, be at no loss to perceive its
want of respect to this Convention, and its 'dangerous ten-
dency, not only to the State but to the common calise of
America, and that after a deliberate revision they will can-
didly correct it, and give tbis Convention reasonable assu-
rances of their attachment to its jurisdiction, and of their
intention to share its blessings and misfortunes, its protection
~nd its burthens, like faithful and affectionate fellow-citizens;
that your Committee earnestly recommend it, as the best
and surest means of removing the uneasiness which a measure
so unexampled has excited, and pf promoting tbe most per-
fect harmony and good understanding tbroughout every paFt
of this State. In confidence, therefore, tbat a thinking and
reasonable people must see their own interest and preserva':
tion, as well as the safety of the State to which they belong,
and the success of the great cause in which the whole Con-
tinent is engaged, cannot but be weakened by dissension and
by countenancing the factious and self-interested, your Com-
mittee_are of opinion that the requisition of the commanding
officer of the Ranging companies of Cumberland and Glou-
cester Counties should be complied with, lest the good people
of those Counties, being disappointed of the aid and protec-
tion provided by this State, may suffer from tbe incursions
of their enemies bd'ore an explanation of the said letter can
be obtained from the Committee of Cumberland, and have
therefore agreed to the following ResolUtions:

"First. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit-
tee that the sum of 6,412 Dollars and 2-8tbs 0'[ a Do1\ar, *
being the remaining part of tbe Bounty Money and one
month's Wages and Rations due to the Officers and Men of
the four Companies of Rangers raised and established for the
immediate' protection and defence of the Counties of Cum-

. berland and GlQuuster, under the command of Major Joab
Hoisington, be forthwith transmitted for their use.

"But inasmuch as it does not appear by the Returns of
the Commanding Officer or otherwise that the men are
equipped and furnished with Arms or Accoutrements, or Jhat
the Officers have been qualified to makeup their Muster-Rolls
and Returns agreeable to the directions of Convention:t

" Second. Resolved, Tbat it is the opinion of this Com-
mittee that a Committee from this Convention be appointed
to see that the said Money is faithfully applied a<rreeable to
tbe establishment of the said Rangers, for that p;rpose con-
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Die Sabbati, 9 ho. A.M., October5, 1776.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Colonel Peter R. Livingston, President.

NEw-YoRK-Mr. Harper, Mi.. Jay, Mr. Dunseomb, Mr.
Duane, Mr. Banekel'.

ORANGE-Mr. Little.
ALBANy-Colonel Livingston, Mr. Gansevoort, Mr. Robert

Yates, Mr. Cuyler.
TRYON-Mr. Moore, Mr. Harper, Mr. Pari!!, Mr. New-

kirk.
, ULsTER-Mr. Contine, Colonel De Witt, Major Parks.

C~ARLoTTE-Mr. Webster, Colonel Williams.
WESTCHEsTER-Major Lockwood.
DUTCHEss-Dr. Crune, Captain Platt, Mr. Sackett, Mr.

G. Livingston, Mr. R. R. Livingston.
CUJ\IBERLAND-Mr.Sessions, Mr. Stephens.

A Letter* from Joshua H. Smith, Esq., one of the Mem-
bers of tbis Convention, dated the 4th instant, was read.
He therein shows, for cause of his non-attendance, that he
has been in a bad state of health; that he is at present an
infirm convalescent, and will attend as soon as his health
will permit.

A Letter from Colonel Broome, another of the Members
of this Convention, dated at New-Haven, on the 26th ult.,
was received and read. He thereby'acknowledges that on
the day preteding he had been served witb an order of
Convention (or his attendance, and excuses his non.attend-
ance by reason of the indisposiiion of his f.1~ily.

.

The Comniittee appointed to devise ways and means for
rendering the communication by land between the northern
and southern parts of this State, and between this and the
Southern States, more easy and practicable, reported thereon,
as far as respects t~e communic,ation by land between the
northern and soutbern parts of tbe State, on the east side of
Hudson's River; which Report being read, amended, agreed
to, and adopted by tlie Convention as their act, There.
upon,

, Resolved, That the Post Road from the north side of the
Highlands to King's Bridge is very much out of repair, and
particularly that part of it which leads. through the Higb-
lands to the Manor of Philipsburg, and that tbe said Road
affords the most short and convenient communication by
land between the northern and southern parts of this State,
on the east side of Hudson's River.

Resolved, That tbe said Road ought to be immediately
repaired; and therefore,'

,

Resolved, That Colonel John Pield be appoInted and
directed to repair such part thereof as lies between Isaac
Van Wyck's, on the north side of the Highlands aforesaid,
and the south line of Dutchess County.

Resolved, Tbat Major Joseph Strang be appointed to
repair the remaining part of the said Road, to"ether with a
certain other small road, which Jeads from th~ Post Road
aforesaid to tbe Dock at DaM's Ferry.

Resolved, That each of. the said persons so appointed
be allowed, for their trouble, ten Shillings per day, and that
they be also allowed their subsistence.

Resolved, That the sum of one hundred Pounds be ad-
vanced by the Treasurer of this State to Colonel Field, and
the sum of one hundred Pounds to Major Strang, to enable
them to execute the trust hereby reposed in them.

Resolved, That the said Colonel Field and Major Strang
respectively be, and they hereby are, autborized to employ
Teams and Carts for the purposes aforesaid;

And, lest a sufficient number of Labourers speedily to
repair the said Road should not be obtained,

Resolved, That General Petrus Ten Broeck do, on the
requisitionof the said ColouelField, furnishhim with SUCb

detachments of the Militia of the County of Dutchess, from
time to time, as the said Colonel Field may require; and
that General Morris, or, in his absence, the next cor;nmand-
ing officer of the Militia in Westchester County, do, on the

"~IR: I have the honour of your order for my attendance on Con-
ventIOn, by the hands of your messenger. I should have returned with
punctuality at the time limited, but have been detained by a violent
attack of the dysenter

;r '
of which ~am sti1l by no means free from

d8;nger. I shall atten on ConventIOn as .soon as may be consistent
with safety; and am yours and the ConventIOn's most obedient,

JOSHUA I;I. SMiTH.
The President of the Convention of (he State of Xew-York.

HAVERSTRAW, October 5th, 1776.

requisition of the said Major Strang, furnishhim with such
detachments of the Militia, from time to time, as he may
reqlllre.

Resolved, That the said detachments, while employed
in repairing the Roads aforesaid, be under tbe direction of ~

the Superintendents thel'eof aforesaid, in their respective
Counties, and that while actually employed as aforesaid,
they be allowed at the rate of ten Dollars per month, al.ld
provided with provisions by the said Superintendents.

Resolved, That the said Superintendents keep and render
to this Convention regular Accounts of their expenditures
and pl'Oceedings.

'Ord~red, That copies of these Resohitions be sent by
express to the respective Superintendents above-mentioned.

Resolved and Ordered, That Mr. John Taylor, of the.
Count)' of Albany, be one of the Committee to proceed to
Cumberland and Gloucester Counties, and that his name be
inserted in the blank left among the names of tbat Com-
mittee yesterday.

.

On motion of Mr. 'Duane, on behalf of the said Commit-
tee who reported on the said Letter from Cumberland
County, and the Letter from Joab Hoisington, for the pay
and subsistence of the Rangers directed to be raised for the
defence of tbe said County of Cumberland, and of the
County of Glouce!ter,

Ordered, That tbe said Committee have leave to sit
agam.

Mr. Stevens, one of the Members for the County of Cum-
berland, applied for leave of absence for three weeks, to
visit his family; which is granted.

Whereas Mr. Stevens has applied for and obtained leave
of absence for three weeks, to visit his family,

Resolved, That he be added to the Committee appointed
to carry into effect the Resolutions of Conyention of the
4th instant, respecting the County of Cumberlcmd.

'Ordered, That the Secretaries procure fi~e hundred copies
of the Resolutions relative to the Pay and Subsistenceof
tbe said Rangers printed, to- be distributedin the Counties
of Cumberland and Gloucester, and the other parts of this
State.

Colo.ne! Williams moved for leave of absence. Debates
arose; and the question being put'thereon, it was c~rried in
the negative, in the manner foJlowing, to wit:

For the .N'egati"e. For the .8.ffir11lative.
8 New-York. 4 Ulster.
6 Albany. 2 Charlotte.
5 Dutchess. 2 Cumberland.
3 Tryon.
3 Orange. 8 votes.

25 votes.
On behalfof Henry LivingstQn, Esq., Clerk of Dutchel!

County, it was suggested to the Convention that next Tues- _
day is the stated day for holding the County Court at
Poughkeepsie, in Dutchess County, and that he requests
the advice of tbis Convention whethel' he shall issue any
precept for summoning a Grand Jury.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Convention that
Henry Livingston, Esq., do not issue any precept to sum-
mon a Grand Jury, or any other precept whatever, until a
new Government is formed, or' further order of tbis Con-
vention.

A Letter from Tench Tilghman to William Duel', Esq.,
dated the 3d instant, was read, a part whereof is in the
words foJlowing, to wit.;

"Captain Cook is now up the river, cutting timber for
chevaux-de-frise; as he is much wanted here to sink the
old vessels, the General begs \hat you would immediately
send him down; we are at a stand for want of him, fol' as
he has superintended tbe matter from the beginning, he best
knows the pl'Opel'estplaces to be obstructed."

Ordered, That a certified copy of the above part of Mr.
Tilghman's Letter be immediately despatched to Captain
Cooke.

The Memorial of Isaac Paris, Christian Fox, Johanne.~
Billinger, and upwards of on€' hundred others of the inhab-
itants of Tryon County, was read. They therein complain
that Hundrick Frey, Ft;ederick Young, and other very
suspec~ed persons, have been permitted by the County
Committee to return to the County. Some of tbe inimical
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expressions and declarations of the said Frey and r uung
are therein set forth, and the memorialist~ pray that the
R~solve of the County Committee may be repealed or
changed.

Ordered, That this Memorial be referred to the Commit-
tee for dt!tecting Conspiracies.

A Letter from Johannes Slight, Esq., to Colonel De Witt,
was read, and is in the words following, to wit;

"
Kingston, 3d October, 1776.

"
SIR: We have just now received your letter by our

post. The Committee are much obliged to you for YOUl'
trouble. I am directed to acquaint you that the Justices of
this and the neighbouring townships of Rochester, Marble-
Town, and Hurly, have met here yesterday to~

consider
what is best to be done relative to the Indians. Our Ii'on-
tier inhabitants are daily moving away for fear of them;
we have, therefore, concluded to call them together to treat
with tbem, and have already fixed a certain day for that
purpose; but as this will be attended with some cost, we
would be glad to know whether your honourable House
will be good enough to assist us in paying the cost of this

. treaty. Your answer by the next post will much oblige
your friend and most obedient humble servant,

"JOHANNES SLIGUT."

The Convention having taken the same into consideration,
did thereupon resolve,

That the Committee of Kingston ought, as soon as may
be, represent the matters contained in the said Letter to
the Commissioners for Indian Affairs at Albany, and pursue
such directions as they may give relative to the same. But
tbat if, by the day appointed for the holding of the said
treaty, an answer from the said Commissioners cannot be
obtained, that tbey proceed to hold the same, and that this
Convention will pay the expense attending the same.

A Letter from Captain Samuel Tudor, one of the'Super-
intendents of the Continental Frigates building at l!ough-
keepsie, was read, and is in the words following, to wit:

"Poughkeepsie, 2d October, 1776.

"GENTLEMEN: The bearer, MI'. McEuen, is employed
in the yard as plumber to the ships; his business is obliged
to stop for the want of lead, which we cannot procure for
him. We are informed there is a quantity at Fi,~hkill, under
your direction and disposal; beg it as a paiticu]ar favour
you would furnish him with such quantity as he may want
with all expedition, as our orders from the Commissioners
are to put the ships in the water as soon as possible.

" Weare, with respect, gentlemen, your most obedient
servant,

"SAMUELTUDOR.
"Peter R. Livingston, Esq."

:Malcomft'[cEuen, the bearer, was called in and interro-
gated as to the Lead necessary for the said Frigates, and
withdrew.

Ordered, That Mr. Daniel Bush be, and he 'is hereby,
directed to deliver LoNathaniel Sacket, Esq., all the Lead
in his possession belonging to this State, taking a receipt
for the same, and that this Convention will justify him in
the execution thereof..

Ordered, That Nathaniel Sacket, Esq., deliver to the
bearer hereof, Mr. lUalcom McEuan, for the use of the
Convention,~forthe Continental Frigates building at Pough-
keepsie, two tons of Lead, and that he take Mr. ft'lcEwen's
receipt for the same; to be charged to Continental account.

TheReport of the Committee appointed on the 2d in~tant
to take into consideration the Letters from Ulster County
relative to the Indians, delivered in their Report; which was
read.

~ After some time spent thereon, it was recommitted to
the same Committee. ~

Whereas it is represented to this Convention that a num-
ber of the inhabitants of the frontie\'$ of U13ter County, being
very apprehensive from intelligence they have received, that
they will speedily be attacked oy the Indians, are preparing
to remove from their settlements, and will unless relieved
retire with their families to the inner country, ~

Resolved, That the Committees of the Counties of lJb;ter
and Orange do .provide for the defence of their frontier
country, by detachments from the Militia from those Coun-
ties, and that the expense thereof, be defrayed by this Con-
vention.

Resolved, That Mr. Duane, Mr. Cuyler, Mr. Robert
Harper, Mr. William Harper, MI'. Contine, Mr. Dunscombe,
and MI'. ft'IQore,he a Commiuee of Safety for ihis State
until the next meeting of this Convention.

Colonel Williams, from the Committee appointed to report
regulations for the sale and dispositioo of Salt in this State,
brought in the Report of the said Committee; which was
read.

Ordered, That the said Report remain for further con-
sideration.

COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Die Lunre, 9 ho. A. M., October 7,1776,

The Committee 'of Safety met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Colonel P. R. Livingston, President.

NEw~YoRK-Mr. Duane, Mr. Dunscombe.
SUFFoLK-Mr. William Smith.
ALBANY-Colonel Livingston, Mr. Abraham Yates, Jun.,

Mr. Cuyler.
CUMBERLAND-Mr.Stevens, Mr. Sessions.
ULsTER-Mr. Contine.

'

TRyoN-Mr. Moore, Mr. W. Harper,. Mr. Newkirk, Mr.
Paris.

.

WESTCaEsTER-:-MajorLockwood.
CHARLOTTE-Colonel WilLiams, Major Webster.

.

A Letter from Tench Tilghman to Mr. Dlter, dated the
5th instant, was read. He therein informs, that on the pre-
ceding night a party of the American Army brought off a
parcel of Boards from Harlem. Tha.t the enen,y had that
morning sent a party there, who have been throwing up a
breastwork.

A Letter from Brigadier-General Scott, dated the 3d
instant, at eleven o'clock at night, was read. He gives the
Convention a particu!araccount of the examinations and
testimony against Jos1}h Read, Israel Underhill, and Philip
Palmer, all late of Tfestchester County, and now sent here
under a guard. ,

.

Ordered, That the said Letter be referred and delivered
to the Committee for detecting and defeating Conspiracies.

Ordered, That the President w"riteto the Committee of
Albany, requesting them to procure by purchase or loan, for
the use of this Convention, the iron Stove belonging to the
Presbyterian Church at Albany.

.

The Report of the Committee on the sundry Letters and
Papers of Captain Thomas Cregier, and the. Petition of
sundry Officers and Marines of the armed Vessel or SdJOoner
Putnam, delivered in their Report; which was read: There
upon,

Resolved, That the said armed Schooner Putnam, toge-
ther with her Arms, Cannon, .Ammunition, Boats, Rigging,
Tackle, and Furniture,be immediately sold, and that John
Imlay, Esq., be agent for that purpose, who is. hereby
directed out of the proceeds to pay the officers and crew
their wages and all other reasonable charges, and to remit
the surplus to the Treasury of this Convention.

Resolved and Ordered, That MI'. Newkirk, Mr. Cuyler,
and Mr. Dunscomb, be a Committee to examine and take
an inventory of the Goods belonging to this State, now
stored in Mr. John Schenck's storehouse, and all other goods
belonging to this State, and report what parts are fit for the
use of the Army. And that they be, and hereby are,
authorized to cause such parts of the said goods made up
fo( soldiers' use as they may think proper. And all persons.
who have heretofore had charge of any such goods, are
hereby directed to make return of the goods they have in
haud, or under their directions, to the Committee above-
mentioned, and foHowsuch directions as they may receive
from those gentlemen relative thereto.

The Committee appointed to devise ways and means for
purchasing Clothing for the Continental Troops, delivered
in their Report; which was read. The same being then
delivered in at the table, was again read by paragraphs, and
in many instances amended.

Thereupon, Ordered, That the said Report be recom-
mitted to the same Committee.

Ordered, That the Messenger be immediately despatched
to summon Judge Graham and Mr. Landon to attend the

...
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publick business in Convention without delay, and that they
pay the said Messenger for his trouble.and expense.

ResQlvrd, That a Committee or Member bee appointed
to answer the Letter received from GeneralltIorrts, and that
he be requested immediately to repair to Westchester, and
take charge of his Brigade of Militia.

Thereupon Mr. R. R. Liv£ngston was appointed for that
purpose.

.00 account of the cold and dampness of the Church, the
Committee adjourned to meet to~morrow at Mr. Isaac Van
Wyck's Tavern.

Die Martis, 9 ho. A, M., October 8,1776.

The Committee of Safety met at the house of Isaac Van
Wyck, pursuant to adjournment.

Preseot: Colonel P. R. Livingston, President.
NEw~YoRK-Mr. B. Harper, Mr. Dunscornbe.
ULsTER-Mr. Contine.

.

DUTCHEss-Mr. Crane, Mr. R. R. Livingston.
TRyoN:..-Mr. William Harper, Mr. ~ltIoore,Mr. Paris.
CHARLOTTE-Colonel Williams.
CUMBERLAND-Mr.Stf;vens.

The Committee finding that the accommodation for their
sitting at Mr. Van Wyck's will not answer their expectations,
and the weather being more favourable than for some days
past, they adjourned to the ChutCh.

The Commiuee met at the Dutch Church pursuant to
the a\Jove adjournment. .

PI'esent: The Members above-mentioned, together with
ALBANy-Mr. Abraham Yates, Mr. Adgate, Mr. Cuyler.
WESTCHEsTER-Major Lockwood.
ORANGE-Mr. Allison.
TRYoN-Mr. Newkirk.

Mr. Bobert B. Livingston, according to order, reported a
draft of a Letter to Brigadier-General JtIorris, which was
read.

Ordered, That it be recommitted to Mr. R B. Living-
ston, Mr. Abraham Yates, and Mr. fVilliam Smith. .

A Letter from John Field and Isaac Paddock, of South-
East Precinct, in Dutchess. County, dated the 7th instant,
was received and read. For the reaspns therein mentioned,
they .suggest the necessity of raising another Company of
County Guards, for the detection and suppression of dan-
gerous and disaffected persons, and they recommendNa-
than£el &ribner for Captain and Joseph Field Lieutenant
of such Company.

Ordered, That Mr. Adgate, Dr. Crane, and Mr. Bobert
Harper, be a Committee to consider of the said Letter, and
to report thereon.

The present President, Colonel Livingston, represented to
the Committee that the lower part of the County of Albany,
particularly the Districts of Claverack and the Manor of
Livin!Jston, were infested with disaffected persons; that
they have fired with loaded arms through the houses and
store-houses of Dirk Jansen, arid wounded one of the clerks,
and perpetrated other enormities against the peace of this
State.

Ordered, That the Committee above named consider of
this information and report thereon.

Die Veneris, October 8, P.M., 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: P. B. Livingston, Esq., President.

NEw- Y oRK-.:...Mr. B. Harper, Mr. Dunscombe.
SUFFoLK-Mr. W. Smith.
WESTCHEsTER-Major Lockwood.
TRyoN-Mr. Moore, Mr. W. Harper, Mr. Paris, Mr.

Newkirk.
ALBANy-Mr. A. Yates, Jun., Mr. Cuyler, Mr. B. B.

Livingston.
ULsTER-Mr. Contine.
ORANGE-Mr. Allison.
CHARLoTTE-Major Webster.

The Committee to whom was recommitted the draft of a
Letter to Brigadier-General lJ1orris, reported a new draft;
which was read and approved of, and is in the words foJlow-
jng, that is to say:

"
October the 8th, 1776.

"SIR: Tbe ConventiPn have directed me to inform you
that they were extremely sorry for the necessity that first
obliged them to request your immediate return to your
brigade, since they hoped that no military officer would
choose to be absent when his country was invaded. They
are willing to acknowledge the force pf those reasons for
delaying your return which are derived from the particular
situation of your family. These they hope, by their safety
and security, have ]ong since ceased to operate. They now
flatter themselves that it will be unnecessary to remind you
of the superiQur ties which bind every man to his country,
more particularly by those whor~ the State have vested with
the highest honours. Though the Indian affairsof the middle
department should be under the consideration of Congress,
yet tbey bope your attendance may be dispensed with, as
the Congress have it in their power to calI upon the other
Commissioners, without injuring the publick so materially as
by retaining a military officer from his station. The Con-
vention cannot but hope that YOll have been deceived in
your belief that yom brigade is reduced to less than a Col-
onel's command, tbough the loud and well.founded com-
plaints of the County of Westchester has given them reason
to fear that it has suffered by your absence. They are
pleased to hear that you have expressed rour desire of offer-
ing your personal service to General Washington, since they
cannot conceive that a General officercan withdraw his duty,
yet as a volunteer when the troops under bis command are,
or like to be, called into action. Upon the whole, sir, they
have directed me to inform you that they expect your im-
mediate attendance on the duties of your department.

"I am, sir, yours, &c. ' By order.

" Brigadier-General If'Iorris.''

Mr. Livingston moved a Resolution relative to Tanned
Leather; which was ordered to lie on the table for funher
consid~ration and perusal.

Mr. Bobert Harper, fi'om the Committee appointed this
morning, made a RepOJ:tin the form of Resolutions; which
were read and adopted; and are as follows, to wit:

Whereas it is absolutely necessary in the present critical
conjuncture, that one Company, of forty-nine men, in tbe
County of Albany, and one Company of forty-nine men jn
the County of Dutchess, be immediately raised for the pl1l'-
pose of detecting and defeating the intentions and con-
spiracies of our secret and open enemies:

Therefore, Resolved, That one Company be immediately
raised in the County of Albany, and that one other Company
be immediately raised in the County of Dutchess; thilt each
Company consist of one Captain, one Lieutenant, tbree Ser-
geants, three Corporals, one Fifer, and forty Privates-forty-
nine men. That the pay of those Companies be the same
as the pay of the Continental Troops. That the Captains
be allowed each sixteen shillings per week, the Lieutentlnts
fourteen shillings, and the Non-Commissioned Officers and
Privates each ten shillings per week, in lieu of all rations
and subsistence. That Petrus Van Gaasbeck be and is
hereby appointed Captain, and Samuel Thorne Lieutenant,
of the said Company to be raised in the County of Albany,
and that the said Company do rendezvous at and about the
Manor of Livingston, and be subject to the order of the
Conventionor Committeeof Safetyof this State, and under
tbe direction of the Committee of the City and County of
Albany, or such person or persons as the Convention or
Committee of Safety of the State sball appoint.

That Nathaniel Scribner be, and is hereby, appoil1ted
Captain, and Joseph Field Lieutenant, of the s:\id Company
to be raised in the County of Dutchess, and that the said
Company do rendezvous in Fredericksburg and Southeast
Precincts of the said County, and be subject to the order of
the Convention or Committee ofSafety of this State, and be
under the direction of the Committee of the said County of
Dutchess, OJ'such other person or persons as the Convention
or Committee of Safety of this State shall appoint.

That the Chairman of the Committee of the district of
the Manor of Livingston, for the time being, be the Muster-
master to muster the Company to be raised in the County of
Albany, and tbat Colonel John Field be appointed Muster-
master of the Company to be raised in Dutchess County.

That the said Company to be raised in the County of
Dutchess be incorporated and deemed a part of the corps
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whereof Captain Melancthon Smith is commandant, and that
both tbe Companies hereby directed to be raised be inlist~d
to continue in service for the term of three months, unless
sooner discharged.

Tbe application of Benj'n Justeen, Chairman of Goshen
Precinct, for the sense of Congress relative to certain Scotch
Prisoners stationed in Goshen by the Committee of Prison-
ers; also a :Leuer-signed Daniel Walker, on behalf of said
Prisoners; and also a Letter fromJohn Broome, Esq., and
others, of the Committee of Prisoners, wrre received and
read, and committed to a Committee consisting of Mr. Rob-
ert Harper, Mr. Ctintine, and Mr. Cuyler.

A Letter fi'om (Jeneral Scott, received by Lieutenant
Mott, with two disaffected persons, viz: Gersha'!'t Smith
and . , was read.

Ordered, That the Letter, Lieutenant, and Prisoners be
severally referred to the Committee for detecting Conspira-
tors.

The Committee adjourned till nine o'clock to-morrow
morning.

Die Mercurii, 9 ho. A. M., October9, 1776.

The Committee of Safety met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Colonel.P. R. Livingston, President.
NEw-YORK-Mr. R.Harper, Mr. Dunscombe.
W ES'rCHES'rER-M ajor LockWQod.
SUFFoLK-Mr. Wm. Smith.
ALBANy-Mr. It. Yates, Mr. Adgate, Mr. Cuyler.
ORANGE-Colonel Allison.
ULsTER-Mr. Contine.

-

TRyoN-Mr. ~lJ;[oore,Mr. .Paris, Mr. Newkirk, :Mr. W.
Harper.

DUTCHEss-Dr. Crane, Mr. R. R. Livingston.
CHARLoTTE-,-Major Webster.
CUMBERLAND-Mr. Stevens.

The Report of the Committee appointed to devise means
for clothing the Troops, was read and agreed to, and is in
the words following, that is to say:

"Resolved, That the persons hereafter mentioned be ap-
pointed to purchase, at the cheapest rate, in their several
Counties, all the coarse Wool\en Cloth, Linsey Woolsey,
Blankets, Woollen Hose, Mittens, coarse Linen, Felt Hats,
and Shoes, fitting for Soldiers, and that tbey have their Linen
made up into Shirts:

"Tbat Mr. Stephen Ward, Gilbert Strang, and .Phil.
Leak, be appointed for the County of Westchester, and that
the sum of one hundred Pounds be advanced to each of
them, for the purpose of purchasing the above-mentioned
articles.

" Tbat William RadiiJ, forRynebeck and NQrtheo$,tPre-
cincts; SamuelSmith, for CharlotteandArmenia Pr~cincts;
Jon'n .Paddock, for .Philips's, Fredericksburg, and Southeast
Precincts; Isaac Talman, for Beekman's and .Pawling's Pre
cincts; and Wykoff, for Rumbout's and Poughkeepsie
Precincts; be appointedin the Countyof Dutchess,and that
the sum of one hundred Pounds be advanced to each Qf
them for the purpose of purchasing the above-mentioned
articles.

"That Johannes Sleigllt, Jun., and Abell Belknap be ap"
pointed for the County of Ulster, and that the sum of one
hundred Pounds be advanced to each of them for the pur-
pose of purcha~ing the above-mentioned articles.

"That CaptainJohn A. Fonda, of the Manor of ,Liv-
ingston, .PeterVan Ness,of Claverack,Barent Van Buren,
of Kinderhook, Lapc V. Arnum, of Albany, Corn's Cuyler,
of Schenectady,James McGee and Henry Quackenboss,of
the Manor of Rensselaer, Anthony Van Bergen, of Coc~
sackie, HenryOothout, of Kaatskill, and Johannes Ball, of
Scohary, be appointed for the Cmmty of Albany, and that
the sum of one hundred Pounds be advanced to each of them
for'the purpose of purchasing the above-mentioned articles.

"That CQlonel Benjamin Tusteen and Teunis Cuyper,
Esq., be appointed for the County of Orange, and that the
sum of one hundred Pounds be advanced to each of them for
the purpose of purchasing the above-mentioned articles.

"That the sums of money affixed to the names of the
persons in each County above-mentioned, be paid to the
said persons respectively, or their order, towards purchasing
the said Clothing, and that they transmit an account of their

progress from time to time to the President of the Conven-
tion, or future Legislature of tbis State; and if eithf'r of them
shall not have money sufficient for the payment of such of
the said articles as shall be by either of them purchased, then
either of them shall have power to draw on the President
for such sums as shall appear to be nec;essary, or by them
advanced, allowing to each of them five per cent. for his
trouble."

The Convention were informed by a Member that Cap-
tain Benjamin Coe, who lately commanded a Company in
Colonel Smith's Regiment, on Nassau Island, is in dis-
tressed circumstances, and that from his muster-roll of the
time of said Company's service, it appears that the pay due
to him amounts to about twenty Pounds, arid request that
he may have an order on the Treasurer for thatsqm on ac;-
count.

Therefore, Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State
advance to Captain Benjamin Coe, of Colonel Smith's Re-
giment, drafted from the Militia on Nassau Island, the snm
of twenty Pounds, and take his receipt on account for the
same, on the settlement of the pay-rolls of the said Regi-
ment.

The Committee to whom was referred the behaviour of
the Scotch Prisoners at Goshen, in the C;untr of Orange,
as represented to this Convention by Colonel Teston, Chair-
man of the CommittE;\e there, delivered in their Report,
whicb was read and agreed to, and is as follows:

"That as the said Prisoners are not content with their
enlargement from close confinement and privilege to labou~,
as the said Committeehave heretofore permitted them, bu.t
have behaved indecently and unbecomingly, that the said
Committee be, and they are hereby, directed to maintain
and provide for the s!\id Prisoners in any such way and
manner as to them shallseemmostconslstentwith tbe secu-
rity of the said Prisoners, the safety of the State, and with
the resolve of the Continental Congress in that case made
and provided. Also, as to the boys among the said Prison~
erS, that they shall be put out to.such service and in such
families as the Committee shall think proper, and that the
said boys, upon their behaving impertinently or unfaithfully
in their said service, shall be subject to slich punishment
from their. respective employers or masters. as in such cases
by cl1stom immemorial hath been hitherto practised in this
country: Provided nevertheless, that the said Committee>be
directed to see that the said boys are not treated with
cruelty or unnecessary severities."

Ordered, That the President write a Letter to General
Schuyler, requesting him to discharge John Taylor, Esq.,
from any service to which hemay be appointed by General
Schuyler'sorder, that Mr. Taylor may be employedas one
of the Committee of this House orderedto repair to Cum-
berland County.

The Committee were informed by Colonel Tusteen,
Chairman of the present Committee of Goshen, that aceI'.
tain Richard Speight,a disaffected person, was sent from
New- York some time since to GQ$hen, to remain there on
his parole, is, witb his wife and children, in a starvJng con-
dition, being unable to support himself and family.

Ordered, That the C;ommittee of Goshen Precinct be
directed to allow Richard Speight, his wife and children,
each one ration of provisions per day, agreeable to the
rations allowed prisoners of war, and that this Convention
will make provision for tbe payment of tbe same.

.

W edne~day afternoon, October. 9, 1776.

The Committee of Safety met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Colonel .P. R. Livingston, President, Mr.

Moore, 1\1r. Contine, Dr. Crane, Mr. .Paris, Mr. Willi(1m
Harper, Mr. Mills, Mr. Dunscombe, Major Lockwood.

A Letter from General Schuyler,dated at Albany, Octo-
ber 7th, 1776, was received and read, and is in the words
following, to wit:

"Albany, October 7th, 1176.

"SIR: On Saturday last I received sundry despatches
from .Philadelphia. Copy of Mr. Hancock's letter, and of
tbe resolutiQos of Congress of the 25th ultimo, I do myself
the honour to lay before the Convention. By the conteots
of the former it would appear as if Congress still consid-
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ered me as commanding in this department, and corre-
spondent to this idea was the direction of the letter. If so,
nothing could be more insulting than that Commissioners

.should be sent to confer with any officer under my com-
mand, with respect to the Army in this department, or any
part of it. This treatment would fully justify me if I fore-
bore every act as Commander-in-Chief of this department;
yet the principles which induced me to accept the com-
mand, on which I have acted whilst in it, and which, I
trust, will mark every action of my life, will not permit me
to forbear acting until matters are put in such a proper
train by Congress as that no detriment may accrne to my
country. Of this I have advised Congress, and signified
my wish that I may be speedily relieved. Convention
wiII perceive by the postscript of Mr. Hancock's letter,
that Congress has referred an inquiry into my affairs to a
special committee. Although I have the fullest .confidence
in the propriety of every part of my conduct, and in the
honour of the gentlemen who compose the Committee, yet
things may appear in a quite different point of view from
what they really are, to persons uninformed of causes and
facts, which perhaps none but myself can suggest. I have
therefore entreated Congress to suspend their judgment until
I shall have had an opportunity given. me of being heard;
a request so reasonable that I hope it will not be refused tue.
But if it is, I must, in justification of my conduct, publish
my letters to Congress, with their answers, whatever may
be the consequences, for I cannot sacrifice my honour to any
considerations.whatever.

"By the resolutions of Congress to inlist eighty-eight bat-
talions during the war, I perceive that this State is to raise
four of them. The Convention will pardon my presump-
tion in mentioning a thought on the subject. By the reso-
hitions of Congress, the soldiers are to pay for their clothing,
the price of which is now so excessively high that I fear
that condition wiIl greatly impede the levies. Perhaps it
would be best 10 determine the several articles of clothing
that should b~ given to each soldier, and ascertain what . Thursday morning, October 10, 1776.

stoppages he should be put under for it; but these, I think, The Comrrllttee met.
.ought very little to exceed the price that clothing was sold Present: *Colonel P. R. Livingston, President, .Mr.

at before the present troubles arose. This, witb the bounty Wm. Harpel', Doctpr Crane, Co]onel Cor:tlandt, Major
offered and paid immediately, I believe would induce men Lockwood, Mr. Pans, *Mr. Contine, *Mr, Dunscombe, Mr.
to engage with alacrity. Stephens, Mr. 4dgate, Mr. Newkirk, Colonel Allison, ""Mr.

"That State which is foremostin publishingtheir terms Moore, Mr. j}Itlls,Mr. Gansevoort,Mr. Roosevelt.
"and in appointing recruiting officers in both armies to inIist The Letter from General James Clinton of the 3d instant

!TIen,I conceiv~ wil! meet with the least difficulties in doing relativ~ to £27 ] Is. 2d. ,by him deducted fi'om the pay of
It. I should Il'nagme that many. of the New-Jersey and Captain Robert Johnson s Company, pursuant to an order
Pennsylvania soldiers, whose terms'of inlistment expire on of the Provincial Congress at New-York for the like sum
the last of ~hismonth, would reengage.

. paid to E~ward .1J~illiamKeirs, as expenses accrued by the
" I am, Sir, respectfully, your most obedIent hun}ble ser- apprehendmg of thIrteen Deserters; and on reading the cer-

vant,
"PH. SCHUYLER.

tificate of John Price, Jun., Assistant Paymaster, dated the
. 18th June last, that the sum of £34 13s. 4d., for the pay

"The Hon. Abraham Yates, Esq., President, &c., &c." of thirteen Deserters for one month, was deducted from the
A copy of a Letter to Generill Schuyler, from the Hon- pay of the said Company; and remained in the Paymaster's

ourable John. Hancock,dated September25th, enclosinghands,. ... .
copies of certam Resol ves of Congress of the same date, was arder~d, That Brigadier-General James Clznton do pay
also read, and is in the words following, that is to say: t~ the saId Robert Johnson t~e sum of £27 lIs. 2d., by

"
Ph

'

] d ] h ' S b 27 7
him deducted, and that the said sum of £27 118. 2d., dis-1a e pIa, eptem er 1 76.
b d b L I C f h' S r..

..' urse y tue ateongress 0 t IS tate lor the apprehend-
'.' SIR: I have !h.e honour to enclos~ you sundry resol~es, ing the said peserters fr~m the 90nti?ental Army, be charged

which ale so explicit that I need only lequest your attention
to the Continent, as being retamed 111the hands of the Con-

to them.. . tinental Paymaster.
'i You will perceIve that Congress have come to a de- . .

termination to augment our Army tp eighty-eight battalions, ~ Letter from ?IS ExcelJe~cy John Hancoc~, dated the

and to engage the troops to serve during the continuance of 2d Instant, enclosmg, Reso]ut~o~s.of the Gontme.ntal.Con-
the war, being thoroughly convinced, by repeated instances, gres~ of the 30th ultll:no,provldmg for the examl~atlon of
that ihe short and limited inlistment of troops has been the ?andldates for the offices of Surgeon ~nd .Surgeon s Mates
source of much mischief to the service. In order that these III the A~my, was ~ea.dand referred, with ItS enclosures, to
troops may be'better disciplined, the Congress have abolished a Committee, conslstmg of Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. V:an C()rt-
the systemof rules and articles for the governmentof the landt, and Mr. Adgate.

.. . .Army which they at first instituted, and have adopted a new" A Letter fi'om General Greene, informing Congress that
one, sundry copiesof whichI encloseyou. Adjutant Bradford, of Colonel Hitchcock's Brigade, had

"It is also their determination that the strictest discipline brought a Horse from Long-Island after the battle, which
"hould be kept up in the Army; that the soldiers should be bel?nged to a ~ory named {acob Wyckoff, which WQuidbe
daily trained and practised in their different manreuvres. delivered to theIr order, or disposed of as they should direct,
An attention to these things, you will observe by the en- was read and referred to the same Committee.
closed, resolves, will be th~ likeliest ~ay to att~in pr.omotion, A Letter from Colonel Henry Remsen, dated the 26th
al'ld,win be tbe surest recommendation tothelr notice. September, enclosing the Accounts of Mr. Hallett relative

"

"The Committee of 9o.ngress to confer with you on the to hi;; Vessel chartered by the Committee of Safety, was
state of the Army, &c., will set out to-morrow or next day read, and the consideration tbereof ordered to be postponed
for Tyconderoga. To them I beg leave to refer you; and until the meeting of the Convention.

.

am, with every sentiment of esteem and, regard, sir, your
m05t obedient and very humble sel'\~ant,

"JoHN HANCOCK,President.
"General Schuyler.

" P. S. The attenfion of Congress has been so much
taken up by our affairs at New- York, tbat I have not time
to reply to your several letters, blH hope I shall have lei5ure
to do it by the next conveyance, and that Congress will soon
determine on the subject of "them. They are now in the
hands of a specia} committee."

Ordered, Tbat the said Letters and Resolves be com-
mitted to the Committee to whom w~re referred the Reso-
lutions of Continental Congress forraising four Battalions
in this State to serve during the war; and that Mr. R. R.
Livingston and Mr. Cuyler be added to the said Com-
mitt.ee.

The Auditor-General, by a note, informed the Committee
that Colond Nicoll and Colonel Palmer have, in their ac-
counts of expenses and disbursements for transporting the
Cannon fi'om New- York to Fort George last spring by
order of the Provincial Congress, charged twenty-four Shil-
lings per day for their services, and requests the opinion of
the Committee thereon. The same was immediately taken
into consideration.

Resolved, (as the opinion of this Committee,) That Colonel
Nicoll and Colonel Palmer be allowed ten Shillings per day
eac~, for their services and expenses while employed in that
servICe.

A Petition of James Wilson, late a Sailor on board of a
Continental Privateer, setting forth his indigence, and pray-
ing for some relief:
, Ordered, That the Secretaries pay him three Dollars, and
that the Treasurer be and is hereby directed to repay the
Secretaries.

"
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A Letter from Johans. Sleght relative to the Tea stored
in Kingston, and requests some general regulation may be
made Goncerning Tea, was read, and the consideration, in
like manner, postponed until the meeting of the Conven-
tion.

A'Letter from Comfort Sands, Esquire, the Auditor-
General, requesting that two Members be appointed and
authorized, with the. said Auditor-General, finall v to settle
and audit the Accounts of Abm. Livingston, late Contractor
of Provisions.

Mr. Evert Banckr;r and Colonel Broome, who were
formerly appointed a Committee for that purpose, being
absent,

Ordered, That Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Newkirk be ap-
pointed a Committee for that purpose.

A Return of Officers for three Companies of Rangers to
be raised in Tryon County, signed by John Fry, Chairman,
was read.

Ordered, That Commissions issue accordingly.

Ordered, That Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Dunscombe, and Mr.
. Lockwood, be a Committee to conferwith Mr. Abrah(lm

Livingston about salting Pork in Westchester.

Ordered, That Commissions issue to the Officers of the
Rangers of Gloucester and Cumberland Counties.

Thursday afternoon, October 10, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Colonel LI:vingston, Pres,ident, Colonel Cort-

landt, Mr. R. R. Livingston,Mr. Newkirk, Mr. Paris,
Mr. Ab'm Yates, Mr. Adgate,Mr. Mills, Mr. Dunscombe,
Mr. it'Ioore, Mr. Gansevoort,Major Lockwood,Mr. Duane,
ColonelAllison,Mr. W. Smith, Mr. Contine, Dr. Crane,
Mr. JYcbster,Mr. W. Harper, Mr. Sacket.

A Letter from Tench Tilghman, by express, dated the
9th instant, was received,and is in the wordsfollowing:

"
Head-Quarters, Harlem-Heights, 9th October, 1776.

"GEN'rLEMEN: About eigh,to'clock this morning the Roe-
buck and P hreni,r,of forty-folll"guns each, and a frig'!te, about
twen.tyguns, got under way from about Bloomingdale, where
they have been lying some time, and steered on, with an easy
southerly breeze, towards our ehevaux-de-frise, which' we
hoped would have given them some interruption, while our
batteries 'played upon them. But, to our surprise and morti-
fication, they all ran through without the least difficulty, and
without receiving the least apparent damage from our forts,
which kept playing on them from both sides of the river.
How far they intend to go up I don't know,but his Excellency
thought fit to give you the earliest intimati.on, that you may
put General Clinton on his guard at the Highlanas, for they
may have troops concealed on board, with intent to surprise
those forts. If you have any stores on tbe water side, you
had better have them removed a second time, boards espe-
cially, for which we shall be put to great straits if. the
communication should be cut off. The enemy have made
no move on the land side.

« I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
"TENCH TILGHMAN.

« Honourab]e Comminee, of Correspondence, State of Neu:-

York.

"Be pleased to forward this intelligence up the ri\'er and
to Albany. The two new ships are put in near Colonel
Phillips's. A party of Artillery, with two twelve-pounders
and one hundred Rjflem~n, are sent up to endeavour to
secure them."

John McDonald, the Miner, baving reCused to receive the
sum of six Pounds, ordered on the 2 Lstof August last to be
paid to him fOJ:the use of Donald Morrison,

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay the said six
Pounds to the said Donald Morrison, on his executing a bond,
to be prepared by the Secretary, to Peter R. Livingston,
Esq., the President, conditioned for the payment thereof.

Resolved, That the Commanding Officer of the Militia of
Ulster County do immediately send down tbree bundred
men of the Militia of the Count); of Ulster, to Peekskill,
well armed and accoutred, with three days' provisions.

Resolved, That the Commanding Officer in the south side
of the Moulltains or High]ands, in the COllnty of Orange,

be directed to order such a number of the Militia from that
part of the said County which lays on the south side of the
Highlands as will be sufficient to guard their shores, and to
appoint a Commissioner to supply them with provisions;
and that the Commanding Officer on the nOl'th side of the
Highlands, in the said County, order one hundred of the
Militia from the north side of the Highlands of the said
County, to march without delay to Peekskill, taking 'with
them three days~ provisions.

Resolved, That Benjamin Haight and Matthew Harper
be Commissioners to supply them with Provisions, and that
this Convention will provide means for defraying the expense.

Res()lved, That all the Rangers raised in the County or
Ulster repair immediatelyto Fishkill, and be subject to the
direction of the Committee for inquiring into, detecting,and
depressitlg all conspiracies formed in this State against the
liberty of A1I1£rica.

A draft of a Lettet" to General Schuyler and General
Clinton was read and approved, and is in the words follow-
ing, that is to sar:

"FishkiJI, October 10, 1776.

" SIR: I am directed by the Committee of Safety of this
State to inform your Excellency that yesterdaythreeof the
enemy's frigates passed the obstructions opposite to Mount
Washington, and got up Hudso'fJ.'sriver; that we have made
fi'om time to time such large drafts from the MiJiti,aof tbe
four Counties adjoining that river, that th~. r~maining welJ-
affected are r~duced to a small number, and most of the
disaffectedin this State are on the east side of Hudson's
river. A Committee, specially appointed fOf the purpQse
by the Convention of this State, are sitting daily to frustrate
their machinations, and several who had inlisted or engaged
to inJist with the enemy, have been discovered, apprehended,
and are sent toJhe west)Vard; many perhaps remain undis-
cover~d. Should the enemy and the disaffected be able tQ
concert measuresso as to form a junction of the ]aUer with
a party from on board the ships in the river, the Committee
of Safety are apprehensive of the want of a very speedy
'assistancewithout a diminution of the main army, and have
therefore taken the liberty to despatch a copy of the enclosed

resplution to.each of the Cpunties therein mentioned) and
have directed me to. request that your Excellency would be
pleased to give such directions as in case of necessity may
afford the most speedy succour.

"I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect."

Ordered, That two copies thereof be prepared, and one
addressed to General Clinton and the other to General
Schuyler.

A draft of a Letter to his ExcelJency General Washington
was read and agreed to, and is in. the words following:

"Fishkill, 10th October, 1'776.

"SIR: We received fro,m Mr. Tilghman an account of
the enemy's ships having gone up the river, and have dis-
patched expresses to General Schuyler and Genera] Clinton,
agreeable to your ExcelJency's request.

"Nothing can be more alarming than the present situation
of our State. Weare daily getting the most authentick
intelligence of bodies of men in]isted andarmed, with orGers
to assist the eJ1emy. We much fear that those cooperating-
with the enemy will seize such passes as will cut off all
communication between the Army and us, and prevent your
su,pplies. We do not trust any more of the Militia out of
this County. We have called for some aid from the two
adjoining ones, but beg leave to suggest to your ExcelJency
the propriety of sending a body of men to the Highlands or
Peekskill, to secure the passes, prevent insurrections, and
overawe the disaffected.

" We suppose your Excellency has taken the necessary
steps to prevent tbeir landing of any men from t.he ships,
should they be so inclined, as no reliance. at all can be
placed on the Militia of Westchester County."

Die Veneris, 9 ho. A. M., October 11, 1776.

The Committee of Safety met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: P. R. Livingston, Esquire, President.

NEw YoRE:.-Mr. Dunscombe, Mr. Roosevelt.
WEsTcHEsTER-Colonel Cortlandt, Major Lockwood, Mr.

Mills.



239 NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAfETY, OCTOBER 12, 1776. 240

ALBANy-Colonel Livingston, Mr. Yates, Mr. Adgate.
ORANGE-Colonel Allison.
SUFFoLK-Mr. W. Smith.
DUTCHJ):ss-Dr. Crane, Mr. R. R. Livingston.
ULsTER-Mr. Contine.
TRYON-Mr. Moore, Mr. Harper, Mr. Paris, Mr. New-

kirk. '

CUMBERLAND.-.:Mr. Stevens.
CHARLoTTE-Major Webster.

The Resolution of yesterday, for sending three hundred
Men from Ulster County to Peekskill being reconsidered,

Resolved, That the Militia of the County of Ulster and
the northern part of Orange County shall not continue in
service longer than. one fortnight after their arrival at their
stations, within which time this Convention wiH provide
ways and means to have them relieved from the ~Jore re-
mote Counties, from whom no immediate suppott can be
derived.

Resolved, That Letters be written to the Commanding
Officers of the Counties of Fairfield and Litchfield, in the
State of Connecticut, informing them of the reasons that we
have to apprehend insurrections in this State, if the measures
of the disaffected should be seconded by the enemy who are
now in Hudson's River, and requesting that they will ho]d
their Militia in readiness to lend us every necessary assist-
ance in case of such an event.

Resolved, That a copy of the above Res,olution be sent
to his Excellency Governour Trumbull, and that he be re-
quested to order the same to be carried into effect.

The draft of a Letter to the Commanding Officers of Fair-
field and Litchfield was read, and approved of; and is as
follows:

"SIR: Three of the enemy's ships of war having passed
our fortifications near King's Bridge anti proceeded up
Hudson's river to within a few miles of the Highlands, and
from the number of disaffected persons in this and Westches-
ter County, we have reason to apprehend they meditate the
landing some troops in this neighbourhood, and by that means
give diose deluded wretch\3san opporwnity of joining them
and thereby forming a body superiour to the few well-affec~ed
Militia who are not drafted into service. The zealous attach-
,meots of your Militia to the common Gauseof America, and
the willingness with which they stepped forth to the assist-
ance of this State when called upon on a late occasion,
renders any arguments unnecessary to induce them to hold
themselves in readiness to come to our a.id on the i;hOl'test
notice, when requested.

"I have the honour to be, &c."

The Resolution of instant, fixing the pay of Colo.nels
Palmer and Nicoll at six Shillings, being reconsiderea, it was
resolved that they be allowed ten Shillings per day each.

:Resolved, That Samuel Arthur be, and is hereby, ap-
pointed Inspector of Flour in the northern part of Orange
and southern parts of Ulster County. That Dirck Wyn-
koop, Jun., Esq., be, and is hereby, also appointed Inspec-
tor of Flour at Kingston. That each of them be governed
by the regulations published in the last act of the General
Assembly of the Colony of New- York until further order.

Ordered, That the President send for Messrs. De Witt,
Tappen, and Jo. Smith.

Resolved and Ordered, That Mr. Gerard Bancker, the
Deputy Treasurer of this State, proceed to Philadelphia,
and apply to the Delegates of this State to receive the
Money lately voted to this Convention by Congress. That
Mr. Bancker's receipt shaH be a sufficient discharge for
such sum as he may receive on account of this State in
pursuance of this order.

That Mr. Bancker take to his assistance Colonel Birdsall,
and that he be, and is hereby, authorized from time to time
to procure any other guard or further assistance he shall
think necessary for the safe conveyance of the said Money
to the Treasury of this State.

And Orderedand Resolved, That WilliamFloyd, Esq.,
one of the Delegates of this State, be, and he is hereby,
authorized to draw on the Treasury of tbis State for such sum
of Money as he may have present occasion for, and receive
the same at Philadelphia out of the Money lately voted to
this State by Congress.

Friday afternoon, October 11,1776.

The Committee met.pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Colonel Livingston, President, Mr. Dunscombe,

Mr. Mills, Mr. Lockwood, Colonel Allison, Colonel Liv-
ingston, Mr. A. Yates, Mr Adgate, Mr. Contine, Mr. Moore,
Mr. Harper, Mr. W. Smith, Mr. &henck, Mr. PariS.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State advance to
Ebenezer Woodhull the sum of two hundred Pounds on
llccount of the Pay and Subsi3tence of the Orange County
Troop of Light-Horse, some time ago called into service by
order of Brigadier-General George Clinton, and that Cap-
tain Woodhull be accountable for the expenditure thereof.

Saturday morning, October 12,1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Colonel Livingston, President.

NEw-Y oRK-Mr. Roosct'elt, Mr. Dunscombe.
W ESTCHEsTER-CoI. Cortlandt, Mr. Mills. Major Lock-

wl)od. ,

ALBANy-Colonel Littingston, Mr. Yates, Mr. Adgate.
ORANGE-Colonel Allison.
GLOUCEsTER--General Bayley.
SUFFoLK-Mr. William Smith, Mr. Gelston.
TRyoN-Mr. Moore, Mr. William Harpel", Mr. Paris, Mr.

Newkirk.
ULsTER-Mr. Contine.
DUTCHEss-Mr. Schenck.
CHARwTTE'-Mr. webster.
CUMBERLAND-Mr.Stevens.

A Letter fi'omGeneral ClintQn,dated the 10th iJ1stant,
requesting tbat certain arrearages of Bciunty due to his Bri.
gade may be sent by ColonelHammond, wasread and com-
mitted to ColonelAllison, Mr. Schenck, and Mr. Yat~s.

A Letter from Colonel Hay, dated the 10th instant, re-
questing Arms and Provisions for his Regiment, to enable
them to resist the enemy should tbey attempt to land from
their vessels on the western shore of Hudson's River, was
read and-referred to the same Committee.

A long Letter from John Sloss Hobart, dated at Fair-
field, the 7th instant, was received and read; and is in tbe
words following to wit: .

"Fairfield, October 7th, 1776.
"GENTLEMEN: I wrote to Convel)tjonfrom the camp

at King's Bridge, giving an account of the progress I had
made in negotiating the exchange of General Woodhull,
since whiGh I have received the melancholy intelligence of
his death. The wound in his arm mortified; the arm was
taken off, but the mortification still continued, and in a few
days put an end to that useful life. He was attended in his
dying moments by his lady, who waS permitted to remove
the corpse to his seat, where it was interred about the 23d
ultimo. These particulars I have from Captain Strong, of
Islip, by whose door the procession passed in its way to St.
George's. ,

"In a day or two after my arrival bere, General Clinton
called upon me, by desire of General

.

Wasltirigton, to at-
tend upon a council of war to, be held at New-Haven,
from whence I returned not till Saturday evening. I shall
una\'oidabJy be detained two or three weeks, in order to get
my family fixed for the winter; but in the mean lime shall
send Ketchum to the Highlands (say Fislikills) as soon as a
guard can be procured. At present everyone is employed
in forwarding the Militia from New-Hampshire and Massa-
chusetts, who ar~ marching to the number of near six thou':
sand tojoin the main and grand ~rmy.

" By some late accounts from Long-Island, I learn that
two hundred Infantry and one hundred Cavalry were at
Huntington, in order to force the people who had been in
out Army to join the Bl"itish troops. This measure will
drive the people to desperation; and, if it can be accom-
plished, most of them will quit the country. I hope General
Washington will attempt to assist them in it. Much has
already been done by Lieutenant-Colonel Livingston, who,
with the zeal and activity of an excellent officer, has greatly
assisted the people at the east end of the Island in removing
their families and effects. But many of them are without
the meansof support with them, which will occasiongreat
difficulties. Should a number more, under the same circuffi-
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stances, come over, it will be tQO great a charge upon the and stating the efforts that are making to apprehend them,
charity of individuals in this State. was read.

"The provision made by Convention is inadequate to the Another Letter from Samuel Ten Broeck, Chairman, &c"
purpose of maintaining the indigent from the Island, even dated the 10th instant, complaining of the outrages of the
supposing they were to remove into our own State; forcer- Tories, and stating that any effort to apprehendthern must
tificates of indigency from the Chairmen of Committees prove ineffectual, from the number. of disaffected persons in

. being necessary to entitle to maintenance, such cannot be each Company who give notice of the measures taken to
had; for as soon as the necessity of removing took place, secure them, and requesting that a Company of sixty men
the Committees universaHy declined acting, so that the be raised for that service, was also read.
resolve intended for their relief became of no effect, and A Letter from Pe(rus Van Gaasbeck, Chairman of the
they wOllldfail of the intended relief in any part of Nelll- Committee of the Manor of Livingston, mentioning the Ollt-
York; but here, where the purity of intention wherewith rages of the Tories in, upon, and into the houses of some of
the Convention was actJJated is oot known, if the resolve the inhabitants, was read.
stands in its present form I fear it will be construed into a Ordered, That the three last-mentioned Letters be re-
design to delude both the refugees and the persons who ferred to Mr. Adgate and Mr. Gelston.
shaH,entertain. the.m: Some further regulations are neces- A Letter from TVilliamPaulding, dated the 10th instant;
sary If any thIng ISIntended to ~e done for thos~ l~nhappy a Letter from John Gavino; also, a Letter from Rynier Van
sufferers. The Assembly of tillS ~tate are to ~It ~Q~ ~ew Houten, of the 9th instant, relating respectively to Captain
days at New-Haven, and I trust wIll, upon application, gIve Underhill a disaffected person in Westchester County were
all the assistance we can reasonably ask. I hope the Con- read. '

,

vention will not think me impertinently troublesome upon Ordered That the above-mentioned three Letters be
this subject. My heart aches at every pore when I con- referred to ~he Committee for detectincr and defeatinIYCon-
sider the deplorable situation to which the people whom I spiracies.

0 0

h~ve the hon.our to represent are reduced; a people who, The Committee to whom was referred the ResolutionswIthout boasting, were as warmly attached to the c~ommon
of Congress of the' 30th September, and the Letter from thecause, and who as cheerfully obeyed the orders of Conven-
Ho J hn R cock f tll "d Oct b d t f

"
'n. 0 an 0 e ~ 0 er ma e a repor 0 atlOn, as any In the State. Upon the retreat of the Army

L h
..

C ' I C 'I ' I~ h I I d I . d h I b d d b
etter to t e Qntmenta ongress; w IIC1 was read, andfrom t e s an Illey vlewe t emse ves as a an one Y h ' d '

I f d
"
I 7U"h C

.

" h C
.

d . I t e consl era lion tlJereo postpone untl J.r.Londay.t e onventlon-t e ontment; an , expecting t le enemy ,

hourly among them, a general removal appeared impracti- The Committee to. whom Was referred the Letter from
cable. Besides, to quit their pleasant habitations and General Gree~e! relative to the H,Ot'!iebrought ffQm L.?ng-
throw themselves, with tlieir tender connections, upon the Islw~d by ,W~lham Bradford, AdJutant to Colonel HI.ick-
charity of an unknown world, was a degree of apathy to cock s Regiment, reported.
which they had not yet arrived. In a fit of despair they On motion of William Duer,

.laid down their arms, and made an unconditional submission Resolved, That the Members of Cop vemion f\ll'Qish them-
to what they supposed the inquiring Army. The people selves with Arms and Ammunition, to prevent a surprise.
at large being thus brought to terms, they found it less dim- Ordered That Mr. Moore view the Arms in Mr. Sack-
cult, by thr~at.s, to induce the individual~ who had f?r~erly ett's care, a~ the Landing, and report the state in which they
held commiSSions under the C!'Own of Great Bntaw to are and the number.
resume the execution of their offices. Being well led into

A Certificatl;J from Samuel Tu..dor, Stephen Seaman, andthe snare, every ~easure, tende.d to draw the net closer
seven other persons, at the ship-yards at Poughkee sie,about them; notwithstanding which, I am f!'Om the best au-
d t d tl 10tll ' st .nt "' as read Th

"

tl b ' /"
P

II '
. c d I h d b M T. d

a e Ie 10 d ) ro .. ey lere y certl y t latt ~Ol'lt>:I.nlorme t l~t t ey ar.e accuse y 1". ryon an
William Warne hath continued there the time directed b

his. ~Inlon~ of havmg ~ublllltted only the better to cover
the Convention, during which time he hath laboured dilr-their mtentl.on of removmg, and. that u~less the youn~ men

ent! and behaved himself peaceabl and uietl anddo voluntal'llr take. up arms agamst ~helr country, an Invet-
~ther~ise much to their satisfaction; a~d the qreco%l'menderate and disappointed soldiery wIll be let loose upon
him to the favour of the Convention.

y

themTh
:-1" d . I 'h h Ordered, That the said Certificate be referred to the

" ese consl!lerat
b
IDns

k
in uce ~l1e

d
earne

h
st y to \V

I
IS t ~t Committee appointed for detecting Conspiracies, &c.some measures may e ta en to III uce t e peop e to qUit, .

the Island, by offering a support to those who cannot main- The Comnllttee, &c., reported the following by way of
tain themselves; the aged and infirmmustbe maintainedat Resolves: , ,

.the publick expense A regiment of Loner-Island refugees Your CommIttee, to whom was referred Brlgarher-Gen-
would p!'Ovidea support for many of the yo~ng men. Should era] Clin~on's and Colonel A. H. Hay's Lette.rs of the 10th
the Convention adopt the idea, there are many officers ill October Instant, beg leave ~omake the following report :
General Scott's brigade who, together with some of Colo- Reso?vedJ,That the Levies of one hundred men, ordered
nel $mith'.s regiment oOWon this side, would make an to be raIsed In the.nort~ern part of O~ange <?ounty, for the
exca"ding good corps. Should General Washington send defence of the fortificatIOnsa,t Pee~sktll and In. Westchester
a body of troops on to the Island, it will be necessary to County, be ordered to march ImmedIately and put themselves
destroy every thing that wOllldbe of service to tbe enemy, under ,the command ?f c.0lon~1Hay, at Haverstraw, on th~
to prevent its falliug into their hands. I beg leave to sub- west side of Hudson s River, In Orange County.
mit whether it will not be proper to hold out the prospect Resolved, That five hU,ndred Dollars be sent to ~olonf)l
of compensation, in order to induce the people the more Hay on account of supplies for the Troops under Ills com-
cheerfully to assist in destroying their own p!'Operty. Oland.

.
"Give me leave, before I conclude this long Jetter, to An~ beg leave ~o offer tbe followmg draft of a Letter

suggest the propriety of filling up the two vacant regi- enclo~mg the foregomg Resolves.
.

ments late lUcDougall's and Clinton's. Your officers, by WIt~ respect to the Letter Q~ General f!lmton, your
the delay, will lose the opportunity of raising so fast in the Comn"p,tteealso beg leave to submIt tbe following draft of a
Continental Army as those of the other States. There is Letter In answer thereto. ..

some little uneasiness in the First Regiment on the subject An answer to the Letter from Colonel Hay was read and
of rank. That matter may now be accommodated to gen- approved of, and is in the words following, to wit:
eral satisfaction. "October 12, 1776,

"
I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, gen- "SIR: I am directed to inform you that yours of ihe 10th

tlemen, your most obedient, humble servant, instant came to hand. You will se~ by the resolve of tbis
"JOHN SLOSS HOBART. House, copy of wbich you have enclosed, that a reinfol:ce-

"
To tbe Honourable the Convention' of New York." ment of one hundred men from the north part of Orarwe

. County are to join you as soon as they can be levied. b
IOrdered to lay on the table till Monda,y.

. am also directedto send you by the bearer,Mr. Van Hou-
A Letter from Samuel Ten Broeck, Chairman pro tem. ttn, five hundred doHaI's for the Commissary to buy provi-

of the Manor of Livingston, dated the 9th October, men - sions for the troops, a sum. probably less than you may want
tioniog that the disaffected are numerous and troublesome, but we hope before you bave expended this, our Treasury
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will be replenished, or your troops ordered to be victualled
by the Continental Commissary.

"I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
« Colonel Hay."

A Letter from Tench Tilghman, dated the 9th instant,
concerning ten tons of Gunpowder at Windsor, &:.c. Anoth-
er Letter from same person, dated 10th instant, mentioning
that the enemy's ships still continue laying off Tarry- Town,
were read.

Ordered, That Mr. Cortlandt, Mr. Contine, and Mr.
Duane, be a Committee to secure the Powder mentioned

. in Mr. Tilghman's Letter, and remove it to a place of
safety.

.

The Committee of Safety were informed by a Member
that Is. Ketcham, lately ordered by the Convention of this
State to be sent to this place under guard, is now in the
guard-house, under the care of Captain Clark's Company.

Ordered, That Is. Ketcham be left to the disposition of
the Commiuee for detecting Conspiracies.

A draft of a Letter to Samuel Ten Broeck, Esq., Chair-
man of the Committee of the Manor of Livingston, was
read, and is as foHows:

"In Committee of Safety for the State of New-York, ~
F1ShkiIJ, 12th October, 1776. 5

"SIR : Yours of the 9th and 10th instant have been
received and laid before the Committee. They had some
days before been convinced that more effectual measures
were necessary to be taken for the safety of your district,
and had come into the enclosed resolutions, copies of which
were sent forward on the 8th instant.

"It is hoped, instead of the number of men you request,
the company ordered to be raised will be sufficient to answer
every purpose intended. In the mean time I am directed to
assure you that the Committee will afford you every neces-
sary assistance in their power.

" I am, sir, &c.,
"Saml. Ten Broeck, Esq., &c."

Saturday afternoon, October 12, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment, and ad-
journed till to-morrow morning.

Sunday morning, October 13, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment, and ad-
journed till to-morrow morning, to go to Church.

Monday morning, October 14,1776.

Present: Colonel Liv~ngston, President.
NEw-YoRK-Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Dunscombe, Mr. Duane,

Mr. HarJ1er,Mr. Jay. \

WESTCHEsTER-Mr. Mills, Colonel Cortlandt.
ALBANy-Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Ganset1oort,Mr. Cuyler, Mr.

Adgate, Colonel Livingston.
TRyoN-Mr. Moore, Mr. Harper, Mr. Paris, Mr. New-

kirk.
SUFFoLK-Mr. William Smith, Mr. Gelston.
DUTCHEss-Mr. Sacket, Mr. R. R. Livingston.
CHARLOTTE-Mr. Webster, Mr. Duer.
ULsTER-Major Parks, Mr. Contine.
ORANGE-Colonel Allison.
CUM:\!ERLAND-Mr.Stevens.
~LOUCESTER-Colonel Bailey.

M Moore reported that he had been at the Landing, and
viewed the Arms in Mr. Sacket's care. That out of sixty-
three Arms and two Barrels, thirteen appear to be fit for
immediate lise, with a little cleaning and repair; the rest are
in very bad order. ,

.Ordered, That the thirteen Arms be immediately re-
paIred by Mr. 11:fcCavery,and that the rest of the Arms
be sent to Poughkeepsie, to Mr. John Schenck, who is
requested to get them repaired and sent down to this Con-
vention without delay.

A Letter from Thomas Randall, dated the 10th instant
accompanying a Leiter from Thomas Quigley, Lieutenan;
of the Schooner Putnam, dated 6th instant.

Ordered, That a copy of the Resolution directing the
sale of the said Schooner be transmitted to Captain Randall.

Mr. Gekon informs that one thousand pounds ofGunpow-
del', which had been sent by this State into Suffolk COllllty, is
removed to Say-Brook, in Connecticut; that there is also a
quantity of Saltpetre in that State, which he had purchased
in Suffolk County for the State.

Ordered, That Mr. Gelson and MI'. Duane be a.Com-
mittee to inquire into the state of and devise ways and
means to secure the Gunpowder and Saltpetre lately re-
moved from Suffolk County into Connecticut, mentioned
to the Convention hy Mr. Gekon, and also to inquire where
the Arms are which were removed fi'om that County by
Colonel Livingston.

Mr. Gelston further informed that he has in his hands
two hundred and twenty-five Dollars belonging to this State,
which he rect:ived of Colonel Josiah Smith, of Suffolk
County, being part of the gross sum advanced to Colonel
Smith to discharge the one half of the bounty engaged to
his Regiment. -

Ordered, That Mr. Gelston pay the said two hundred
and twenty-five Dollars to the Treasurer of this Convention,
and take his receipt for the same, which shall be a full in-
demnification for Mr. Gelston for the same.

A Letter from William Floyd, dated at Harlem, the 11th
instant, enclosing two' Resolutions* of Congress, the one
relating to General Schuyler, the other respecting Clothing
for the Troops.

A Letter from OUl"Delegates at Congress, dated the 7th
instant, enclosing Mr. Hunter's account (say receipt) for
one hundred thousand Dollars, to be by him conveyed to
this Convention, which sum was received by the Secretaries
in the absence of the Treasurer, who gave their joint receipt
for the same, iind this morning the money was by them
delivered to the Treasurer.

Whereas it hath become absolutely necessary for the
defence of this State that a body of Troops should without
delay be assembled at on near this place: And whereas accom-
modations for the said Troops cannot be speedily provided
in any other manner than by putting them in houses or
buildings belonging to the publick: And whereas the house
owned and built near this place by the donations of divers well-
disposed persons for the purpose of an academy for the educa-
tion of youth, hath not for a long time past been applied to
that use, but is now only occupied as a dwelling-house by the
Rev. Mr. Chauncey Graham, who formerly presided over the
said academy: And whereas, notwithstanding the pressing
necessity this Convention hath for the use of the said house
has been communicated to Mr. Graham by a Committee of
this House, he declines relinquishing the possession thereof;
and it being inconsistent with the duty which this House
owe to their constituents to permit individuals to occupy
publick buildings when the same are wanted for publick
use:

Therefore Ordered, That the said Rev" Mr. Chauncey
Graham do, within one week from this day, remove from the
said Academy.

Resolved, That the sum of £40 be paid to the said
Chauncey Graham as a compensation for the trouble and
expense he may be put to by the aforesaid Order.

Resolved, That the Committee appointed for the purpose
. of inquiring into be directed forthwith to put
the said house in a proper state for the reception of Troops,
and that the sum of £100 be paid into their hands for that
purpose. .

Colonel Luddington informed a Member that he has
twenty or more Arms, taken from disaffected persons, now
in his possession, and requests to know how they shall be
disposed of.

Ordered, That Colonel Luddington send all the Arms
in his possession, taken fi"Orndisaffected persons, to this

"
IN CONGRESS, October 2, 1776.

Resolved, That the President be desired to write General Schuyler, and
inform him that the Congress cannot consent, during the pr~sent situa-
tion of.their affairs, to accept of

.

his Tesignation, but request that he con-
tinue the c<,>mmand which he now holds; that he be assured that the
aspersions which his enemies have thrown out against his character have
had no influence upon the minds of. the Members of this House, who
are fully satisfied of his attachment to the cause of freedom, and are
willing to bear their testimony to the maJIY services which he has ren-
dered his country; and that, in order effectually to put calumny to
silence, they will at an early day appoint a Committee of their body
to inquire fully into his conduct, which they trust will establish hi!!
reputation in tbe opinion of all good men.

Extract from the Minutes: CHAS. THOMSON, Secreltiry.
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Committee, without delay, and that he send his account for
repairing them to the Auditor-General.

On motion of Mr. Duane,
Resolved, That General James Clinton, commanding the

Fortresses in the Highlands, be requested to give directions
that all Boats passing up and down the river he diligently
searched, and the Passengers carefully examined, and such
a,s shall be suspected~ secured j and that for his passes, be-
Sides the usual sentries, a Barge be manned and kept in
motion in the river opposite to each Fort every night; and
that the General be further requested to give orders for
taking up and securing in a place of safety all the Row-
Boats, Barges, and small craft, between the Forts in the
Highlands and the Army, to prevent those fallin" into the
enemy's hands, and their gaining intel1igence.

0

Ordered, That a copy be sent to General Clinton.

The Committee appointed on the 12th instant to have
the Gunpowder lately brought to New-Windsor Landing
renlO~ed to places of safety, rep?rted, that there is not any
quantity of Gunpowder belongIng to the publick now at
that landing; that they are informed that the five tons of
Gunpowder which arrived at New-Windsor from Philadel-
phia, was immediately carried down to Fort Constitution,
and there lodged, from whence part of it, by order of the
Commandin.g Officer, has b€en taken to Fort Independence,
~nd placed III such manner as to supply the Troops or Mili-
tia there; that the Powder brought from the Mill of Messrs.
Wisner 0/Phillipse to New-Windsor, was immediately put
on board of a proper vessel for the purpose, to be transported
to Spytden Duyvel Creek. Mr. Phillips, one of the man-
ufacturers, proceeded with the vessel with the Powder. The
enemy's ships having got up Hudson's River before the
vessel with the Powder could reach her destination, infor-
mation is received that Mr. Phillips, who was at Peekskill
with the Powder, intended to land it there, and proceed by
land. That a.Letter has been sent by Mr. McKesson, one
of the Secretaries, to the owners of the two Powder-Mills
near Goshen, requesting them not to send any Gunpowder
to the river side until further order.

Ordered, That a copy of this Report be immediately sent
to General Washington. .

Ordered, That Mr. Cantine be added to the Lead and
Brimstone Committee, and that three of the said Committee
to be a quorum.

Certain Resolutions, proposed by Mr. R. R. Livingston,
for purchasing all the Stock and Grain in Westchester
County, were read and agreed to, and are in the words fol-
lowing; that is to say:

"Resolved, That a Commissary be appointed imme-
diately to repair to the County of Westchester, to purchase
alJ the,Cattle fit for the use of the Army :vithin that County,
and drive them down to the Army at Kzng's Bridge as fast
as they may be wanted, provided that so much shall be left
as is absolutely necessary for the support of the families from
whom the same shall be taken.

. "Resolved, That if any pe~sonshall refuse to part with
his Cattle at a reasonable pl'lce, that the Commissary be
directed to drive them down to the Army, and return to the
own~r the money for~which they sold, after deducting the
contmgent charge.

"Resolved, That all the Hides of the Cattle so driven
and killed, be carefu\Jy preserved and sent to some safe
place on the north side of the Hiahlands, where beina ap-
praised by persons hereafter to b~ named for th~t purpose
they shall be paid for by this State. '

"Resolved, That the said Commissary be di,'ected to
swear truly, and to the be.stof.~s skiJIand ability, to perform
the trust above reposed III hIm, and that the Chairman or
Deputy Chairman of the Committee for the County of
WesCchester be empowered to administer the Oath and give
a certificate thereof. '

"Resolved, That Mr. Stephen Ward be Commissary,
and that he be allowed a reasonable compensation for his
expense and trouble in the execution of the above Re-
solYes.

"Resolved, That Gil. Budd Horton Alexander Hunt
James .Varian, and Joseph Youngs, be ~ppointed Commis~
sioners to drive all the Horses, Hogs, Sheep, and Cattle, from
those parts of the County of Westchester which lay upon the
Sound or Hudson's River, and which are any way exposed

to the enemy, and to bil1et them out upon the farms that
lay on the interiour part of the County till the same can be
otherwise disposed of, and that a reasonable compensation be
allowed them for their trouble.

"Resolved and Ordered, That the Farmers in the County
of Westchester immediately thresh out all their Grain, as the
Straw will be absolutely necessary for the use of the Army,
and as those who do not comply with this Resolution will
be in danger of ha~'ing their Straw taken for the use of the
ArmY', even though the same should not be threshed.

"
Resolved, That his Excel1ency General Washhwton be

empowered to order any Straw in the County of Wesichester
to be taken for the use of the Army, paying to the owners
a reasonable compensation therefor.

"Resolved, That the Chairman or Deputy Chairman of
the County of Westchester for the time bein." on application
from theCommissary-GelTeral, be empowered to take so m\lch
of the Grain in the County of Westchester as shan be neces-
sary for the use of the Army, allowin., to the owners thereof
the ~ow current price, and paying th~m upon the delivery,
provided always that so much shall be left in the hands of
t~e owners as win be sufficient to support their families for
nllle months, and to perfect the fatting of such Hogs as may
now be actual1y put up for that purpose.

"Resolved, That his Excel1ency General WashinO'ton
in case that the Cattle, Hogs, Sheep, Horses, or Hay, i~ th~

. County of Westchester should be in danger of falling into the
hands of the enemy, be empowered either to remove it or
them therefrom, or if that should not be practicable, to de-
stroy the same.

" Resolve~, That the Commissary or Commissaries
hereby appomted, be empowered to appoint agents under
them, .a?? to caJi upon any officerscommanding any part of
the Mlhtla, for such detachments of the men under his com-
mand as will be necessary to carry the same into execution.

." Resolved, That Mr. Stephen Ward apply to the Com-
mls~ary-General for such sums of Money as will, from time
to t,lme, be necessary to carry the abo\'e Resolves into exe-
cution.

"Resolved, That a copy of the above Resolutions be
sent to his Excellenc y General Washincrton and to the Com-,

G
b ,

mlssary- eneral, requesting their assistance in carry in" the
same into execution."

0

Monday afternoon, October 14, 1776,

Present: Colonel Livingston, President.
NEW-YORK-Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Duane, Mr. Dunscombe,

Mr. Harper.
.

SUFFoLK-Mr. W. Smith, Mr. Gelston.
CHARLoTTE-Mr. Webster.
ALBANy-Mr.A. Yates, Mr. Cuyler,Colonel Livingston,

Mr. Adgate.
ORANGE-Mr. Allison.
CUMBERLAND-Mr.Stephens.
ULsTER-Mr. Contine, Major Parks.
WESTCHESTER-Colonel Cortlandt Jud"e Graham , Mr.

M~ '
0

GLOUCESTER-Colonel Bailey.
DUTCHEss-Mr. R. R. Livingston, "Mr. Landons.
TRy.oN-Mr. Jtloore, Mr. Harper, Mr. Paris, Mr. New-

kIrk.

CONVENTION,

Tuesday morning, October 15, 1776.

The Convention met.

Present: Colonel Livingston, President.
NEw-Y aRK-Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Dunscombe, Mr. Harper,

Mr. Jay, Mr. Duane.
DUTCHEss-Mr. R. R. Livingston, Mr. Landon, Mr.

Sackett, Mr. &henck.
ALB~N.y-Mr. Cuyler, Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Adgate, Colonel

LWlngston.
ORANGE-Mr. Wisner, Colonel Allison.
CHARLoTTE-Mr. Duer, Mr. Webster.
SUFFoLK-Mr. William Smith, Mr. Gelston.
WESTCHEsTER-Judae Graham Colonel Cortlandt 1\'11'

Mills.
0 ,

"

u .
CUMllE:RUND-Mr. Stephens.
ULsTER-Mr. Contine, Mr. Parks.

..
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TJ;lyoN-Mr. Moore, Mr. Harper, Mr. Paris, Mr. New-
kirk.

GLOUCESTER-Colonel Bailey. '
A Letter fmm the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., dated the

9th instant, was received and read, in the words following,
to wit:

"Philadelphia, October9, 1776.
"GENTLEMEN: The enclosed resolves, which 1 transmit

in obedience to the commands of Congress, will inform you
of the ample provision they have made for the s)Jpport of
both officers and soldiers who shall enter into the service
during the war. The pay of the fOl'mer is. considerably
increased, and the latter is to receive annually a complete
suit of clothes, or, in lieu thereof, the stlm of twenty dol-
lars should he provide the suit for himself.

.

This additional
encouragement, besides the twenty dollars bounty and one
hundred acres of !:llld formerly granted, the Congress expect
will be the means of engaging the troops to serve during
the war. For this purpose; also, I am to reqnest you will
appoint a Committee or C9rnmittees to repair immediately to
the Army, to induce such of the troops as have been raised
by your State to inlist during the war, and to appoint
officers for the same.

"The Congress, for very obvious reasons, are extremely
anxious to ~eep the Army together. The dangerous conse-
quence of their breaking up, and the difficulty of forming a
new one, are inconceivable. Were this barrier once re-
moved, military power would quickly spreadoesolation and
ruin over the face of our country. The importance, and
indeed the absolute necessity, of filling the Army, of pro-
viding for the troops and engaging them to serve during the
war, is so apparent, and has been so frequently urged, tbat
I shall only request your attention to the resolves of Con-
gress on this subject, and beseech you, by that love yoq
have for your couqtry, her rights and liberties, to exert your-
selves to carry them speedily and effectually into execution,
as the only means of preserving her in this her critical and
alarming situation.

"1 have the honqur to be, gentlemen, your most obedient
and very hum5le servant,

"JOHN HANCOCK,President.
"Honourable Convention of New- York."

Sundry Resolutions of Congress, from the 2d instant up-
wards, enclosed in said Letter, were also read.

A printed set of Resolutions of Congress, relating to
Loan Officers, and dated tbe 2d and 7th instant, were also
fead.

A Letter from Tench Tilghman, dated the 13th instant,
was read.

An Account of John Simmons, Inn-Keeper, for maintain-
inglsrael Youngs, Isaac Youngs, Isaac Ketcham, and Henry
Dawkins, from the 15th of ~la!l to 13th of July last, amount-
ing to £44 6s. 6d., which was sworn to by the said John
Simmons, and allowed by the Auditor-General, was read.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to Mr.
John Simmons the amount of the within Account, and that
the sum stand charged, to be repaid by the within-men-
tioned Isaac Ketchem, Israel Youngs, Isaac Youngs, and
Henry Dawkins, or some or one of them, in such manner
as shall be hereafter ordered.

A draft of a Letter to the Delegates of this State at Con-
gress, was read and approved, and is in the words as follow,
to wit:
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moval; which said Troops or Militia are hereby directed to
furnish such Guard as may be necessary for that purpose.

Whereas Major Henry &henck, at tbe request of sundry
of the Members of this Convention and of the late Com-
mittee of Safety, lent and advanced fi\'e hundred Dollars to
Roelojf Van Honten, to be applied to the maintenance and
support of tbe Militia or Troops employed to g'uard the
shore at Haverstraw, in Orange County,

Ordered, Tbat Peter Van B. Livingston, Esg., as
Treasurer, pay unto Major Henry &henck the sum of five
hundred Dollars, by him advanced to Colonel Hay to sup-
port the Troops or Militia employed to guard the shore at
Haverstraw.

Certain Returns of Muster-Rolls of Companies of R;:m-
gel's raised in the Counties of Tryon, Albany, and Cumber-
land, were produced to the Convention, and a request made
for an order on the Treasurer for money to pay the bounty
(say the remaining m@iety)to the said Rangers.

Ordered, That Mr. Gansevoort, Mr. Webster, and :Mr.
Duane, be a Committee to take ti'e said Muster-Rolls, and
report thereon to the Committee of Safety, who are hereby
authorized to proceed thereon.

A Letter from a Committee of Congress to purchase
Clothing, was read, and is as follows:

"Phi]adelphia, October 7,1776.

"GENTLEMEN: The Committee appomted to carry mto
execution the enclosed resolves can think of no method so
proper for the State of New- York, as to apply to the Con-
vention; and for that purpose we do send you ten thousand
dollars, and desire you to appoint proper persons in tbe
several districts to execute the same; and if, upon trial,
you find that more clothing may be had than this money
will pmchase, you may have more by applying to this Com-
mittee. .

"Signed:
"ROBT. TREAT PAINE,

"
W ILUAM ELLERY,

"G. WYTHE,

"
WILLIAM FLOYD,

"JosIAH BARTLETT,
"To the honourable the Convention of the State of New-

York."
The Resolutions therein contained, dated the 19th June

and 25th September, 1776, for providing Clothing for the
Troops, were also read.

Ordered, That the said sum be paid into the Treasury,
and the Papers committed to Mr. Cuyler, Mr. Dunscombe
and Mr. Newkirk. '

Resolved, That one month's Pay and Rations be allowed
to Major Hoisington.

Therefore, Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State do
pay to Mr. Stephens, Member from Cumberland County
for the use of Major J. Hoisington, one month's pay a~
Major, amounting to ,and the further sum of

for one month's rations, at the rate of 21s. 4d.

WM. WILLIAMS,
ARTHUR MIDDLETON,
LYMAN HALL,
GEO. Ross.

per week.
On motion of Mr. Duer,,

Resolved,Tbat a Committee of_three be appointed
immediately, by bal1ot, to proceed to' the camp at King's
Bridge and New-Jersey, for the purpose mentioned in tbe
Resolutions of Congress relative to appointing Officers.
That another Committee of three be appointed to go to
Ticonderoga, for the same purposes.

The Convention proceed~d to ballot: Whereupon it
appeared that the gentlemen hereafter named were duly
eleeted for the respective CO!DlIJiltees:Therefore,

Resolved, That Mr. Jay, Judge Graham, and Mr. Robert
Harper, be the Committee to proceed to King's Bridge;
and that Mr. Duane, Mr. Cuyler, and Mr. Robert r-ates
be the Committee to proceed to Albany and Ticonderoga. '

Res(Jlved, That the Committee appointed to repair to
King's. Bridge be directed and empowered to carry into
executIon the Resolves of Congress relative to the in!isting
of Troops. 'f.hat the Committee appointed to repair to
Albany be vested with similar powers, and tbat both Com-
mittees, together with Mr. Duer, be a Committee for carry-
ing into execution the Reso]ves of Congress relative to the
new arrangement of Officers.

Orde(cd, That Mr. R. R. Livingston prepare and report

Whereas this Convention is informed that the Records of
the City and County of New- York, as well as the Records.
of the County and the Records of the Borough of West-
chester, are at present lodged in private houses in the County
of Westchester, whereby they may be exposed to the enemy,
who have landed in that County,

Ordered, That H'illiam Miller, Theo. Bartow, and
John Cozine, be and are hereby appointed Commissioners
for removing, with all possible expedition, all the said Rec-
ords to Kin!Jston, in Ulster County, and there placed in the
care of D~rck Wynkoop, Abraham Haas Brouck, and
Christopher Tappen, Esqs. :

That the said Commissioners ilpply either to the Troops
raised for the protection of that County, or to the Militia,
for a proper Guard to attend the said Records iQ t!leir re-
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a draft of an answer to the Letter from President Hancock.
And that he have leave of absence for eight days from the
time of his departure. That Mr. Harper bave leave of
absence for one montb from the time of his departure.

Whereas tbe Convention of tbe State of New- York did,
on the day o[ last, by resolve, order the sum of

for tbe use o[ the contingent charges o[ the County
of Charlotte, payable to tbe order of the County Comrnittee
of Charlotte County, signed by the Cbairman, and counter-
signed by tbe Clerk, wbich sum has not yet been paid:
And whereas tbe said County o[ Charlotte is now in imme-
diate want of tbe said money:

Thel't'[ore, Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State
pay to William Duer and Alexander Webster, Esqrs., the
sum of , taking tbeir receipts [or the same.

Resolved, That 8s. 6d. per pound be given by this Con-
vention to every person for Saltpetre, made between this
day and the first of January, seventeen hundred and seven-
ty-eight, of materials collected within this State; tbe maker
to swear to tbis b.efore the Chairman of the County or the
Inspector of Saltpetre. Also a bounty of one shilling per
pound for a)) Powder made of Saltpetre brought into tbis
State [rom the neighbouring States, or [rom abroad, within
the time above-mentioned.

Tuesday afternoon, October 15, 1776.

Convention met.
Present: Colonel Livingston, President.

NEw-YoRK-Mr. Roose-velt,Mr. Dunscombe, Mr. Harper,
Mr. Jay, Mr. Duane.

ORANGE-'-ColonelAllison, Mr. Wisner.
ALBANy-Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Gansevoort, Colonel Living-

ston.
DUTCHEss-Mr. Landon, Mr. Socket, Mr. Schenck, Mr.

R. R. Livi.1lgst{)n.
SUFFoLK-l\1r. Wm. Smith, Mr. Gelston.
WESTCHEsTER-Judge Graham, Colonel Cortlandt, Mr.

iUills.
CHARLoTTE-Mr. Duer, Mr. Williams.
ULsTER-Mr. Contine, Mr. Parks.
TRYON-Mr. Harper, Mr. Paris, Mr. Newkirk.
GLOUCESTER-Colonel Bailey.

On motion of Mr. Jay,
Resolved, That another Member be chosen, by ballot,

and added to the Committee appointed to repair to King's
Bridge to carry into execution the Resolves of Congress
relative to the inlisting of Troops. .

The ballots of the several Counties having a representa-
tion present, being taken and told, Colonel De Witt appeared
to be duly elected.

Therefore, Resolved, That Colonel De Witt be added
to that Committee.

Resolved and Ordered, That Colonel Pierre Van Cort-
landt be added to the Committee appointed on the 21st day
of September last for the detecting and defeating Conspira-
cIes.

Ordered, That Mr. Jay have leave of absence, to assist
in removing his' aged parents, with their effects, out of dan-
ger of the enemy, and tuat in the mean time his attendance
at New- Yorli with the Committee appointed to carry into
execution the Resolves o[ Congress relative to the inlisting
of Troops be

.

Mr. Jay, seconded by Mr. Duane, moved that a Vice
President be appointed by ballot; which was agreed to.

The Convention then proceeded to ballot; and upon
counting the votes, it appeared that Colonel Van Cortlandt
was duly elected.

Thereupon, Resolved, That Colonel Pierre Van Cort-
laredt be and is hereby appointed Vice President o[ this
Convention.

Mr. Robert R. Livingston mo\'ed certain Resolutions
relative to Hides; which were amended and agreed to, and
are in the words following, that is to say:

Whereas large numbers of Cattle are supplied by this and
the E~stern States for the use of the Armies at New- York
and Ticonderoga: And whereas the hides of most or all of
the cattle driven from the Eastern States, and many of those

purchased on contract in this State, are by the contractors
sent into the State of Connecticut, and those kilJed at the
Northern posts for the use of that AI:my are, for the most
part, as this Convention are informed, wasted [or want of
propercare,-great exertions have been made in the northern
parts o[ this State to supply tbe Army at Ticonderoga with
shoes, and it is also - necessary to provide in time for the
quota of troops raised within this State,-fl'Om which circum-
stance the article o[ leather is already nearly exhausted,
must become exceedingly scarce and dear, and leave part
of the Army, which depends upon this State, distressed:
And whereas the inhabitants of this State are, by these
means, reduced to the greatest distresses [or the want of that
necessary article: There[ore,

Resolved, That the Delegates of this State state the facts
to the honourable the Congress, and requesting tbat this
State may be at liberty to send a Commissary to Ticonde-
roga and Fort George, in order to take charge of this neces-
sary article, for which this State are willing to a1low the
price at which they shall be appraised, after deducting the
expense attending the care and transportation thereof.
And that they obtain a resolution o[ the honourable tbe
Congress, directing the Deputy Quartermaster in that de-
partment to give them such assistance as will be necessary
for securing the same.

Whereas Major Henry Schenck was some time since
appointed by the Convention of this State to purchase Flour,
and transmit the same to the Commissary-General for the
use o[ the Army: And whereas the Flour which was manu-
factured is by this time in all probability purchased, and the
attendance o[ Major Schenck as one o[ the representatives
of this State is necessary:

Therefore, Resolved, Tbat Major Schenck be and is here-
by discharged [rom that agency, or any further attendance
on that business.

Resolved, That the words" State o[ New- York," which
was ordered by tbe resolutions of this Convention of the
13th day of August last to be altered on the plates for the
emission of Bills of Credit 01 this Convention, be printed on

_ the said bills with types only.

Major Schenck, Mr. Newkirk, Mr. Adgate, Mr. Duns-
combe, Mr. Webster, Mr. Contine, General Bailey, Mr.
William Smith, Colonel Allison, and Mr. Mills, was ap-
pointed a Committee of Safety for this State until tbe
meeting of Convention. That five Members with the
President be a quorum. That all Members who attend
have voices. That the Committee o[ Sa[ety having twenty
Members present, may do every act which the Convention
may do, except forming a Government.

COMMITTEE. OF .SAFETY.

Wednesday morning, October 16,1776.

Committee of Safety met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Colonel Livingston, President.

NEw-YoRK-Mr. Harper, Mr. Dunscombe,Mr. Jay.
ORANGE-Colonel Allison, Mr. Wisner.
ALBANy-Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Adgate, Mr. Gansevoort.
W ESTCHESTE,R-Colonel Cortlandt, Judge Graham.
SUFFoLK-Mr. Smith.
TRYON-Mr. Moore, Mr. Harper, Mr. Paris, Mr. Newkirk.
ULsTER-Mr. Contine, Mr. Parks.
CHARLoTTE-Mr. Webster, Mr. Duer.

.

DUTCHEss-Mr. Landon, Mr. Schenck.
GLOUCESTER-ColonelBailey.

The Reverend C. Graham came into the Convention
and complained of great hardships in consequence of th~
order for his removal out of the Academy.

Ordered, That Colon~1Allison and Mr. Moore proceed
to the Academy to consult with Mr. Graham, and determine
whether he can remain a [ew days therein, and what part
he shall occupy.

On motion, Resolved, That a Commissary be immediately
appointed to 1wovide for the Troops coming up to this place,
and that Henry Wyckoff he the person, durinU"the will and
pleasure of this HOl1se. : _

D

Resolved, That an express be immediately despatched
to Peekskill, with orders that all the Troops, except two
Companies which are ordered up to tbis place, remain at
Peekskill \.Intil [urther orders.
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Ordered, That Co]onel Cortlandt and :Mr. Wisner do
immediately proceed to Peekskill, to provide quarters forthe
Troops there, and to assist the Engineer in pointing out the
places in the Highlands most proper to be fortified.

Resolved, That two Companies of those Troops now
coming be subject to the direction of the Committee for
detecting Conspiracies, &c., till further orders.

Resolved, That the said Committee be authorized at their
discretion to call out such part of the Militia of this State
for fatigue men as they may think necessary.

Two Letters of intelligence, one from Mr. Tilghman, the
other from Mr. Harrison, the General's Secretary, dated at
Head-Quarters, the 14th instant, were read and returned to
the Committee of Correspondence.

A Letter from Colonel Hay, at Haverstraw, dated 15th
instant, giving an account of the state of his Regiment and
of the motions of the enemy's Ships, was read.

Ordered, That the President write to Colonel Hay, and
informa detachment of one hundred men of the Militia, from
the northwest side of the Mountains, are marched to the
banks of Hudson's River, on the south of the Mountains,
and that he direct Co]onel Hay to drive all the stock (which
are in danger of falling into the hands of the enemy) to the
interiour part of the County.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State advance to
Mr. Robert Harper the slim of one hundred Dollars, for the
purpose of carrying into execution the resolve of Conven-
tion of the 3d instant concerning the manufacturing of the
Flax belonging to this Convention, and that Mr. Harper
account for the expenditure thereof.

The Committee to whom were referred the Resolutions of
Congress of the 30th September and 1st October, relative to
Surgeons and Surgeons' Mates, and the c,all of the names
for all the absent Members to attend. and General Greene's
Letter relative to a Horse in his possession, taken from a
Tory on Long-Island, reported the following drafts of Let-
ters; which were read and approved, and ordered to be trans-
mitted;

"
In Committee of Safety, for the State of N ew-Y ork.

"SIR: We have received your favour of the 7th instant,
respecting the horse take!} by William Bradford, Adjutant
to Colonel Hitchcock's Regiment, which you inform us
is the property of one Jacob Wyckoff, who ha~ joined tlie
enemy. As the horse is now in your possession, and you
are in want of one, we desire you will have him appraised
and kept in your service until some future determination of
the Convention or future Legislature of this State relative
to the disposition of the property of all such persons as have
or hereafter may join the enemy, that may fall into our
hands. The bravery of the Adjutant will then also be con-
sidered.

" I am, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant.
« To-Major-GeneralGreene."

The Letter to the Honourable John Hancock, Esquire,
President of the Continental Congress, reported as aforesaid
by the same Committee, was in the words following, to wit:

" SIR; The Convention were honoured with yours of

the 2d instant, enclosing some resolves relatiVe to Surgeons
for the Army, and urging the necessity of a full representa-
tion at Congress. If by a full representation, nothincr
more is meant or intended than such a number of Dele~
gates from every State as will entitle each of them to a
vote, this Convention hope that the recommendation is com-
plied with by this State, since they have always directed so
many gentlemen to remain at Philadelphia as will answer
that purpose. If, on the other hand, it is expected that all
the Delegates of this State should attend, this Convention,
though fully satisfied of the propriety of such a requisition,
must beg the honourable the Congress to excuse their non-
attendance at present, the critical situation of this State,
equally endangered by open and secret enemies, rendering
it extremely improper to deprive the Convention of the
assistance of any gentleman whose abilities may be of service
to it, at least till the Army is arranged, and measures taken
to form and establish s0!lle more permanent government than
we now enjoy. These considerations, we flatter ourselves,
will have some weight with Congress, and not only induce
them to admit our excuse for not permitting such of our
Delegates as are now here to attend at Philadelphia, but to

defer any matter in which this State is particularly interested,
(when the general cause of America win safely admit of
such delay,) till tbey are more fully reprpsented.

-Drs. John Jones, Samuel Bard, and Malachi Treat, were
appointed by this Conveution to examine all Surgeons or
Surgeon's Mates that entered into the service of tbis State.
No warrant or commissioQ has been. given to any in that
capacity, unless they produced a certificate of their exami-
nation, signed by at least two of those gentlemen, setting
fortb that they were fully qualified to discharge their duty
in their stations, excepting a few late instances, when they
could not be obtained by reason of those gentlemen being
dispersed in different parts of the County, and could not
attend, in which case five or six have been admitted on the
examination of one only.

" Yours, &c. By order.

"The Hon. John Hancock, President, &c.,. &c., &c."

Wednesday afternoon, October 16, 1776.

The Committee of Safety met.
Present: Colonel Livingston, President.

ALBANy-Mr. Adgate, Mr. Ab'm Yates.
ORANGE-Mr. Wisner, Colonel Allison.
GLOUCESTER-Colonel Bailey.
SUFFoLK-Mr. Wm. Smith, Mr. Gelston.
WESTCHEsTER-Mr. ,Mills, Judge Graham.
ULSTER-MI'. Contine, Mr. Parks, Mr. Wisner.
CHARLoTTE-Mr. Webster.
DUTcJfEss-Mr. Landon, Mr. &henck.
TRyoN-Mr. :Moore,Mr. Harper, Mr. Sacket.

Mr. Duer informed the Committee that his attendance on
the Committee for detecting Conspiracies, &c., is so abso-
lutely necessary as not to admit of his going down to Peeks-
kill for the purpose to which he was appointed this morning,
in conjunction with Colonel Cortlandt, to provide Quarters
for the Troops there, and assisting the Engi~eer in pointing
out the grounds proper to be fortified, and therefore prays
that Mr. Wisner be appointed in his stead.

Ordered, That Mr. Wisner be appointed in the stead of
Mr. Duer.

Mr. Wisner informed the Committee that he had taken
upon himself to employ some persons to repair the Roads in
the nQrthern part of Orange County leading to the Fortifica-
tions in the. Highlands, an~ requests to know tbe sense of
the Committee on the propriety of this measure, and whether
th(~yshall be directed to go on in the said necessa.ry work.

Resolved, That this Committee do approve of Mr. 1Vis-
ner's con-duct,and that the persons employed by Mr., Wisner
continue to repair the said Roads, and that this Convention
will defray the expenses.

A person attending by direction of General MijJlin, for
the advice of the Convention relative to a quantity of Bricks,
Sbingles, Boards, and other stores on board vessels some-
where in the river near the Highlands,

Ordered, That Mr. &henck make the necessary inquiry
and assist the man.

Ordered, That Mr. &henck provide Vessels to transport
those Troops which w.ereintended to bave come to this place
back to Peekskill. .

A Letter from John Slo~s Hobart, Esq., dated at Fair-
field, October 8th, 1716, setting forth the state and circum-
stances of the Sloop Montgomery, and of the sum of money

'"
OCTOBER 16, 1776.- Whereas the Convention of the Representa-

tives of the State of .N'ew- York, on the 19th day of September, 1776,
did appoint and authorize us (Henry Wisner, &c.) a Committee to em-
ploy proper {J

.

ersons for making discoveries and essays of Sulph\lr,
Lead, and Flint, within this State, we do hereby covenant and a~ree
with JohTl McDonald, Miner, in'manner following, that is to say: 1'hat
he, the said John.McDonald, sha]] sink the Lead Mine which he has lately
opened in the G,'eat Nine Partners, in Dutchess County, twelve feet in
depth from its present state, and extend the same thirty feet in length
and three feet in breadth, in such direction as he shall think best to
pursue the vein, and carefully separate the ore from the rubbish, and
deliver the same to the order of this Convention. And the said John
McDonald further IIgl'ees, for the consideration hereafter mentioned, to
provide at his own proper cost and, charge aU such articles as may be
necessary for the performance of thIs agreement, and to make a faithful
report of tbe state of the mine at least once in every month. And we,
the said !lenry Wisner, &c., do on our part covenant and agree to pay
to the saId John .McDonald the sum of ten pounds for every sIxth feet in
depth, sixth feet in length, and three feet in breadth, which he shall sink
in said mine.

In witness whereof, w~ have hereunto set our hands and seals the
16th day of October, 1776.
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necessary for paying off the wages of the crew and other
expenses:

Thpreupon Ordered, That the sum of £800 be trans-
mitted by Mr. Gelston to Mr. Hobart, at Fairfield, or such
other person as Mr. Gelston may think safe and prudent, in
the absence of Mr. Hobart, to be advanced to Captain
Rogers for defraying the expenses of fitting out and paying
off the wages of the officers and crew of the Sloop Mont-
gomery.

.

Report of the Committee sent to consult with the Rev.
Mr. Graham relative to the Academy ordered for the use of
the Troops and to view the said building, was read, and post-
poned till to-morrow morning.

Thursday morning, October 17, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Colonel Livin!{ston, President.

NEw-YORK-Mr. Ruosevelt, Mr. Dunscombe.
SUFFor.K-Mr. Wm. Smith, Mr. Gelston.
ULsTER-Mr. Contine, Mr. Wisner.
ORANGE-Colonel Allison.
ALBANy-Colonel Livingston, Mr. Gansevoort, Mr. Adgate,

Mr. Ab'm Yates.
TRyoN-Mr. Moore, Mr. Harper.
DUTCHEss-Major Landon.
CHARLOTTE-Mr. Webster, Mr. Duer.
GLOUCESTER-Colonel Bailey.

A Letter from Richard Varick, Esq., Secretary to Gen-
eral Schuyler, dated October 14th, 1776, enclosing copy of
a Letter from General Arnold to General Schuyler, giving a
particular account of the action on Lake Champlain between
the enemy's fleet and ours on the 12th instant, was read,
and is in the words following, to wit, that is to say:

"
Schuyler's Is}and, October 12, 1776.

"DEAR GENERAL:Yesterday morning at eight o'clock,
the enemy's fleet, con~isting of one ship mounting sixteen
guns, one snow mountlllg the same number, one schooner of
fourteen guns, two of twelve, two sloops, a bomb-ketch, and
a large vessel, (that did not come up.) with fifteenor twenty
fiat-bottomed boats or gondolas, carrying one twelve or
eighteen-pounder in their bows, appeared off Cumberland
Head. We immediatelyprepared to receivethem. The
galleys and Royal Savage were ordered under way, the rest
of our fleet lay at an anchor. At eleven o'clock they ran
under the lee ~of Valcour, and began the attack. The
schooner, by some bad management, fell to leeward, and
was first attacked; one of her masts was wounded, and her
rigging shot away. The Captain thoughcprudent to run her
on

.
the point of Valcour,where all the men were saved.

They boarded her, and at night set fire to her. At half-past
twelve the engagement became general, and very warm.
Some of the enemy's ships and all theil"'"gondolasbeat and
rowed up within musket-shot of us. They continued a very
hot fire with round and grape-shot until five o'clock, when
they thought proper to retire to about six or seven hundred
yards distance, and continued thO;)fireuntil dark. The Con-
gress and Washington have suffered greatly; the latter lost
her First Lieutenant killed, Captain and Master wounded.
The New- York lost all her officers, except her Captain.
The Philadelphia was hulled in so many places that she
sunk in about one hour after the engagement was over. The
whole killed and wounded amounts to about sixty. The
enemy landed a large number of Indians on the island and
each shore, who kept an incessant fire on us, but did little
damage. The eneI11¥had, to appearance, upwards of one
thousand in batteaus, prepared for boarding. We suffered
much for want of seamen and gunner3. I was obliged my-
self to point most of the guns on board the Congress, which
I believe did good execution. The Congress received seven
shot between wind and water, was hulled a dozen times, had
her mainmast wounded in two places, and her yard in one.
The Washington was hulled a number of times, her main-
mast shot through, and must have a new one. Both vessels
are very leaky, and want repairing.

"On consulting with General Waterbury and Colonel
WifJglesworth, it was thought prudent to return to Crown
Pomt, every vessel's ammunition being nearly three-fourths
spent. At seven o'clock, Colonel Wigglesworth, in the
Trumbull, got under way; the gondolas and small vessels
followed; and the Congressand Washington brought up the

rear. The enemy did not attempt to molest us. Most of
the fleet is this minute come to an anchor. The wind is
small to the southward. The enemy's fleet is under way
to leeward, and beating up. As soon as our leaks are
stopped, the whole fleet will make the utmost despatch to
Crown Point, where I beg you will send ammunition and
your further orders for us. On the whole, I think we have
had a very fortunate escape, and have great reason to return
our humble and hearty thanks to Almighty God for pre-
serving and delivering so many of us from our more than
savage enemies.

"I am, &c., B. ARNOLD.

"P. S. I had not moved on boardJhe Congress when the
enemy appeared, and lost all my papers and most of my
clothes on board the schooner. I wish a dozen batteaus,
well manned, could be sent immediately, and tow up the
vessels in case of a southwardly wind.

" I cannot, in justice to the officersin the fleet, omit men-
tioning their spirited conduct during the action. B. A."

A Letter from Jacobus Lansing, Jun., of Albany, dated
at New-Windsor, October 11th, 1776, directed to the De-
puties of Albany, setting forth the defenceless state of the
city of Albany, and suggesting the propriety of erecting
s~me fortifications, and supplying them with some field-
pieces, was read, and committed to Messrs. Adgate, Alli-
son, and Landon

Two Certificates from the Committee of Walkill, dated
September 11th, 1776, and signed by William Wilkin, Chair-
man: the one that Henry "Visner, Jun., has at his Mill manu-
factured nine thousand one hundred and eighty-four pounds
of Powder, agreeable to resolve of Congress; the other that
Henry Wisner, Jun., and Morris Philips have erected a
Mill, and manufactured agreeable to resolve of Congress.
Committed to Mr. Contine and Mr. Moore.

The Committee to whom was referred a conference with
the Rev. ChaunceyGraham,and to exan;ine into the par-

.

ticular state of the publick Academy in this town, in con-
sequence of a resolve of this House of the 13th instant,
wherein the said Rev. Chauncey Graham was ordered to
move out of the said Academy in one week's time, in order
that the same might be occupied by the troops ordered here
by this Convention, submitted it as their opinion that the
following Resolves be entered into by this House;

Resolved, That whereas it appears to this Committee
to be exceedingly inconvenient for the Rev. Chauncey Gra-
ham to re.nove his family out of the publick Academy in this
town on so short a notice, at this difficult season, as hath
been allowed him by ~ former Resolve of this Hotlse, he is
therefore hereby permitted to occupy the easternmost room
on the lower story of said Academy one fortnight from this
day, provided he permit the soldiers to have the use of the
necessary.

Resolved, That the said ChaunceyGrahambe permitted
to take the Sashes and Glass out of three of the Windows in
said Academy that are not in the rooms now occupied,. rely-
ing on his word to this House that he will replace the same
in good order when thereunto required by this Convention
'01'a future Legislature of this State, or whenever the said
Academy may be converted to the uses it was originally
intended for.

Resolved, That there be allowed unto the said Reverend
Chauncey Graham an equal number of Boards as purchased
by him for the use of the Academy since his late residence
there, and also as many Nails as shall or may appear to have
been used by said Graham in working up said Boards into
partitions, or otherwise, for the conveniency of said House.

The Committee to whom was referred the claim of Mr.
Nicholas Bayard for pro\'iding an Officer for securing the
Records of this State, for a Guard-Room for the Guard ap-
pointed to watch the said Records, and for Fire~Wood and
Candles supplied the Guard, have taken the same into con-
s!deration, and thereupon agreed to tbe following Resolu-
tIon:

Resolved, That there be allowed to Nicholas B(1yard,
for providing an Office for securing the publick Records of
this State, a Guard-Room and Fire~Wo.odand Candles sup-
plied the Guard over the said Records, the sum of fifty
Pounds.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State cal\se to he
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conveyed to Nicholas Bayard, Esq., by the first safe oppor-
tunity, the sum of fifty PQunds, pursuant to the above Reso-
lution, and procure his receipt for the same.

Resolved, That the Treasurer of this State do, on appli-
cation of either of the persons respectively named in the
Resolutions of the Committee of Safety on the 9th instant
for the purposes of pUl'chasing Clothing in the Counties of
lfTestchester, Orange, Dutchess, Ulster, and Albany, ad-
vance to each of them respectively the sum of one hundred
Pou'nds, taking their receipt for the same. .

. Mr. Wyckoff, who is appointed Commissarr to the Troops
in tbis place, requested an order for two bushels of Salt for
the use of said Troops.

Ordered, That Major Terboss deliver to Mr. Henry
11'yckojf, or his order, two bushels Salt, for the use of the
Troops at Fishkill, Mr. Wyckoff to pay for the same agree-
able to the regulated price of that article in this County.

An additional Resolution relative to the pcrsons to super-
intend the printing the Bills of Credit, was read and agreed
to, and is as follows, to wit:

Whereas, in the Resolution of this Convention of the 13th
August Jast, for the emission of five hundred thousand Dol-
lars in Bills of Credit, it was, among other things, resolved
that Isaac Roosevelt cause to be administered to the Printer
of said Bills, by the President of this Convention, a certain
oath therein prescribed: And whereas the want of money
in the Treasury renders it necessary to carry the said Reso-
lution into immediate execution; and Samuel Loudon, the
intended printer thereof being now absent, and therefore
cannot take the said oath: .

Resolved, therefore, That the said Isaac Roosevelt do
_cause the printing of said Bills to commt!nce with the Fore-

man and other workluen of the said Samuel Loudon, and
that he appoint two pergons to attend the printing thereof,
to whom, instead of the printer thereof, shall be administered
by the President of this Convention, the following oath:

"I, A H, do solemnly swear by the Almitrhty God, that
from the time that the letters were set, and fit to be put in
the press for printing the said Bills of Credit, until the Bills
were printed, and the letters afterwards distributed into the
boxes, I was present in the absence of the other, and that
both of us did not at any time leave the room in which the
said letters were, without locking them up so that they could
not be come aLwithout violence of a false key, or' other art
unknown to us, and therefore, to the best of our knoll ledge,
no copies wel'e printed off but in the presence of one or both
of us, and that all the blotters and otber papers whatsoever
impressed by the said letters whilst set for printing the said
Bills, to the best of our knowledge, are delivered to the said
Isaac Roosevelt, together with the stamps; and in all things
relating to this ,affairwe have demeaned ourselves honestly
and faithfully to the best of our knowledge and understand-
ing. So help me God."

Ordered, That Mr. Dunscomb have leave of absence for
four or five days.

Thursday afternoon, 17th of October, ]776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Colonel Livingston, President, Mr. Contine,
Mr. Adgate, Colonel Bailey, Mr. Gelston, Mr. Yates, Jud"e
Graham, Mr, R. Harper, Mr. Newkirk, Major Lockwood,
Mr. Gansevoort, Mr. ft'IiZls, Mr. Wisntr, Mr. Webster,
Colonel Allison, Mr. Moore, Mr. Paris, Mr. William Smitlt,
Mr. Landon.

An Account of Jacamiah Allen was produced, for truard-
ing ihe Cannon at King's Bridge. Referred to l\lessrs.
Lockwood, ft'loore, and Landon.

Whereas the time limited by the honourable the Conti-
nental Congress for the sale and consumption of Bohea Tea
on hand, proved too short for that purpose, whereby large
quantities of that commodity remained unsold and, uncon-
smned in tlie Colony, to the great loss and damage of the
proprietors thereof: And whereas the said proprietors 01'Tea-
holders in the City of New- York did, by a memoriar 01'peti-
tion to the Committee of that place, represent the difficulties
they were reduced to by reason of that article of the Asso-
ciation, and praying their interposition in tbeir bebalf: And
whereas the said Committee of the City and CQunty of Ncw-
York did transmit the said representation to the Congress of

the Colony of New- York, and did certify the same to be
worthy their attention: And whereas the said Congress,find-
ing on inquiry that divers of the io.habitants of the said Col-
ony would be greatly injured unless a further time was
allowed for the consumption of Tea, did instruct their De]e-
gates in Continental Congress to endeavour to obtain a
resolve of Congress for that purpose: And whereas the said
Tea-holders did, among other things, aJlege in favour of their
application" that man)' of them would, unless relieved, be
ruined by being prohibited the sale of the said Tea, which
was a perishable article; that they were fast friends to the
American calise, and had been induced to import ~ more
than usual quantity of that article with a view the better to
oppose and defeat the designs of the Ministry and India
Company in selling Tea in the Colonies subject to duty;
that they would be content to"selJ the remaining stock on
hand at the former current price; that had they been permit-
ted to vend it, they would have employed the moneys
arising from the sale of it in importing divers commodities
very necessary to the defence of the Colonies, and if indulged
in selling the same, would immediately set about it: ..

And whereas the Continental Congress, moved by con-
siderations of justice as well as policy, did finall)' graot the
prayer of the said petitioners; and l!Jst any evil-disposed
persons might take undue advantages of the scarcity of Tea
which would necessarily take place from its future importa-
tion being prohibited, they wisely limited the price of all
Bohea Teas at three-fourths of a doHaI', and that of other
Teas at sllch prices as would be fixed by the Committees,
allowing by the said resolve a generous and more than usual
price for the Tea on hand, and thereby compensating the
owners for any losses they might have sustained by not being
permitted to sell the same in the inten.als between the expi-
ration of the time Hmited for its consumption and the date
of the resolve anoulling that resolution:

And whereas divers of the said Tea-holders, not content
with the advanced price of Tea allowed by the Congress,
and forgetting the patriotick principles which induced them to
import it, as well as the services they once intended to do
their country by speedily turning that perishable article into.
money, and employing those sums in the importation of arti-
cles essential to the defence of the United States of America;
have refused to dispose of their stock of Tea on hapd, de-
signing to postpone the sale thereof until such time as an
artificial scarcity shaH induce the good women of this State
to tempt them to vend it, by offering exorbitant prices:

And whereas others of the said Tea-holders have already,
in various and manifold instances, sold Tea for double the
price allowed by the Congress, and by involving so many
in a transgression of the said Resolve, expect to escape the
just punishment demanded by it:

And whereas the said unjustifiable and mercenary prac-
tices of the said Tea-holders hath in many instances brought
upon them the resentment of the people, and many riotous
proceedings have thereby been occasioned, to the great dis-
turbance of the quiet and breach of the peace and good
order of the community:

And whereas monopolies and forestalling, designed to
create an artificial scarcity, and, distressing the people de-
prive them of their propcrty, have ever been justly deemed
proper objects of reprehension, and called for the interposi-
tion of the Legislature:

This Convention, for the reason aforesaid, find themselves
constrained, by the great duties they owe their constituents
and the General Congress, to effectually provide that the
said Resolve be no longer violated. iQ thIs State; and the
more so, as the Congress of the Colony of New York were
solicited by the said Tea-holders to use, and did exert their
influence to obtain it.

Resolved, therefore, That the Committees of the several
Counties within this State do forthwith take into their custody,
from every Tea-merchant, Shopkeeper, or other person or
persons whatsoever in this State, all the Boltea Tea which
shall be found in their possession over and above the quan-
tity of twenty-five pounds respectively, and appoint some
respectable person or persons to retail the same in small
quantities to any person that may apply to purchase the
same, at the rate of six shillings per pound; and that the
money arising by such sale be paid to the said Committee,
and by them kept for and deli \"ered to the proprietor of such
Tea, on his application in person, or by order from the same.
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That the person or persons appointed to retail the said Tea
be authorized to demand and receive from the purchaser
thereof three' pence per pound for his or their expense and
trouble in executing the trust hereby reposed in him Orlhem.
That the person or persons so to be appointed sball take an
oath fi)r the faithful discharge of the trust hereby reposed in
him or them before the Chairman of the County Committee,
and give security to the said Chairman to ~ay to th.e said
Committee the money he or they mayor snail receive for
the Tea so by him or them sold agreeable to the above reso-
lutions. That the person or persons to be appointed to sell
the said Tea, do not sell more than twelve pounds to any
one person for the use of anyone family; that if any of the
tea-holders, or their agents within this State, in order to pre-
vent its being sold at the above-mentioned price, to evade
the intent of those resolves, or for any other reason or pur-
pose whatsoever, shall hereafter export or import out (.Jf or
into this State, any India Tea, shall forfeit double the value
thereof to the Committee of the County out of or into
which the same shall be exported or imported. That publick
notice shall be given by the person or persons appointed as
aforesaid to sell the said Tea, at least ten days before he or
they open the same for sale, that those who want may have
an equal chance of being supplied.

The same was agreed to by the House.

Resolved, That the Rangers ordered from Ulster County
to this place, be subject to the order and direction of the
Committee appointed for the detecting Conspiracies, &c.

The Committee to whom was referred the request of Dr.
Osborn, for Medicines for the use of the Regiment com-
manded by Colonel Jacobu,s Swartwout,madethe following
Report:

.

" Whereas your Committee are informed by said Doctor
Osbom, that part of the men under the command of Col-
onel Jacobus Swartwout, in General Clinton's brigade in
Continental service, are in great distress for want of medi-
cines, and that Colonel Swartwout had requested Doctor
McNight, one of the Continental Hospital Surgeons, to sup-
ply his regiment with the same, whQ hath requested said
Doctor Osborne to apply to this Convention: your Com-
mittee, agreeable to the powel' given by the Convention,
have thought proper to supply, and have supplied the said
Doctor Osborn with six pounds Sal Cathartics and
pounds Cortex Peruviana, out of the store of medicines
beloncrincrto this Convention, for which your Committee
bave tak~n a receipt from Doctor Osborn, which said receipt,
amountinLJto the sum of £3 6s., together with the orders
from Col;nel Swartwout and Doctor McNight respecting
the same, your Committee now here produce."

Ordered, That the said Receipt and Oruers be filed with
the Treasurer of this State, and that he charge the said
£3 6s. to Continental account.

A Letter from Joshua Ambler, Chairman of the Commit-
tee of Poundridge, in Westchester County, dated the 15th
instant, informing that there is danger of the Prisoners of
War going off to the enemy, as one of them is already gone
off to Long-Iyland:

Thereupon Resolved, That Major Lockwood repair imme-
diately to Poundridge and Bedford, in Westchester County,
to inquire into the state of the Prisoners of War confined
there; and if he should find it necessary, that he cause the
Privates to be conveyed, unuer a proper guard, to Wood-
bury, in the State of Connecticut; and th.at the Officers who
are prisoners on parole, to Dansbury, III the same State.
Major Lockwood to be furnished with the blank paroles, to
be by him filled up for such of the said Prisoners as are
confined there on parole, the oJI paroles to be cancelled; and
that Major Lockwood, at hisdiscretion, settle with and ad-
vance to the Prisoners the !]!.tions and other provisions
allowed by the Resol ve of Congress, as may appear to him
to be justly due to them.

Friday morning, 18th October, 1776.

The Committee of Safety met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Peter R. Livingston, President.

ORANGE-Colonel Alliso.&. .

ALBANy-Mr. Adgate.
WESTCHEsTER-Mr. Mills, MI'. Lockwood.
SUFFoLK-Mr. Smith, Mr. Gelston.

FIFTH SERIES.-- VOL. III.

,
TRYON-Mr. Paris, Mr. Moore.
ULsTER-Mr. Contine, Mr. Wisner.
CHARLoTTE-Mr. Webster.
DUTCHEss-M r. Landon.
GLOr3CESTEH.-ColonelBailey.

Mr. Duer broucrht into Committee an affidavit sworn to
by William B. Al~er, Lieut~nant i~ Captain pur/in's Com-
pany, in Colonel Humphrey s RegIment, settmg forth that a
certain Jacob Dean, in Charlotte Precinct, has refused. to
receive the Paper emission of the Continental Congress in
payment for a parcel of Deer's Leather which the said
Alger had boughtfromthe said JacobDenne.

.

Thereupon Ordered, That the Committee appointed for
inquirincr into and defeating Conspiracies, &c., be requested
to cause"the said Jacob Deane to be apprehended and brought
before them, to be examined and dealt with as to them shall
seem meet.

Mr. Gelston informed the Committee that he, as one of
the Committee appointed by the Resolution of the Congress
for the purpose of purchasing Saltpetre in S11;.tfolk County
for the use of this State, requests that sixty Pounds may"be
advanced him on account, to pay for a certain quantity of
Saltpetre by him purchased: .

Thereupon Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State
advance to David Gelston, Esq., the sum of sixty Pounds,
to enable him to pay for a certain quantity of Saltpetre pur-
chased on account and for the use of this State, pursuant to
a resolution of the Congress of this Slate; and that Mr.
Gelston give his receipt to account for the said sum.

The Committee to whom was referred the Account of
Jacamiah Allen, for guarding the Cannon at King's Bridge,
reported that they have examined into the said Accounts,
and from what appears to them they think Mr. Allen's ac-
count ought to be paid. Referred to the consideration of
Convention.

Mr. Moore, from the Committee to whom was referred
the Certificates from the Chairman of the Committee of Wall-
kill Precinct relative to Mr. Wisner's having manufactured
nine thousand one hundred and eighty-four pounds of Gun-
powder, delivered in their Report; '*' which was read, and
agreed to.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to llenry
Wisner, Jun., Esq., the sum of £459 4s., for the bounty on
nine thousand one hundred and eighty-four pounds of Gun-
powder manufactured by him between the 1st day of March
to the 9th day of June last, as appears by the Certificate of
William Wilkins, Chairman of the Committee of Wallkill, in
Ulster County.

Mr. Allen, from the Committee appointed to establish
and employ Riders between this place and Head-Quarters,
for the purpose of obtaining daily intelligence, delivered in
their Report relative to the persons and the terms on which
they agreed with them to ride, &c. The same was read, and
agreed to.

Therefore Resolved, That the Auditor-General do, until
further order of this House, audit from time to time the ac-
counts, and allow to Odel, ]}lich'l

.
, and

John Crygier, each sixteen Shil1ings per day for performing
the services of Post-Riders, from the time of their riding first
commencing, that is: Odel from the 17th September last,
Mitchel from the 18th, and John Cregier from the 19th of
same month.

i

Friday afternoon, October 18, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Colonel Livingston, President.

DUTCHEss-Mr. Landon.
GLOUCESTER-Colonel Bailey.
ALBANy-Mr. Yates, Mr. Adgate, Colonel Livingston.
WESTCHEsTER-Mr. Mills.
SUFFOLK-Mr. Wm. Smith.
ORANGE-Colonel Allison.

: A. M. OCTOBER 18th.- Your Committee appointed to examine the
records respecting the granting a bounty on manufacturing Gunpowder,
having compared the certificate of H~m'Y Wisn~r, Jun., with the Resolve,
do find, That the said H~nry Wisner, Jun., is entitled to the bounty for
nine thousand one hundred and eighty-four pounds of Gunpowder,
manufactured, by him between the 1st of March and the 9th of June last.
That the said H~nry Wisn~r has complied with the Resolve in all things,
except,that ofde!ivering the Powder to the Committee as specified in
said Resolve.

An order to be made out for the above bounty, amounting to £459 45.

17
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CHARLOTTE-Mr. Webster.
ULSTF.R-Colonel De Witt, Mr. Contine.
TRYON-Mr. "A"Ioore,Mr. Paris.

Saturday morning, October 19th, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Colonel Livingston, President.

~ EW- YORK-:\1r. Jay.
ORANGE-Colonel Allison.
SUFFOJ.K-Mr. Smith.
ALBANy-Mr. Ab'rn Yates, Mr. Adgate, Colonel Living-

ston, Mr. Gansevoort.
W £STCFlEsTER-Mr. Mills.
GLOUCESTER-Colonel Bailey.
ULsTER~Mr. Contine, Mr. Wisner, Jun.
TRyoN-Mr. Moore, Mr. Paris, Mr. Newkirk.
DUTCFlEss-Major Landon, Mr. Schenck, Mr. Sacket,

Captain Platt.
CHARt.oT'l'E-Mr. DtUr, Mr. Webster.

A Letter from General Schuyler, dated at Saratoga,Oc-
tob~r 16th, containing the intelligence of the destruction
of our Fleet on Champlain, was read, and is in the words
following:

"Saratoga, October 16th,l776-6 o'clock in the afternoon.

" SIR: By letters from Generals Gates and Arnold, I am
advised of the total destruction of our fleet on Lake Cham-
plain, and that it. is beyond doubt that the enemy mean to
attack our Ar~y at Ticonderoga. I have written to Gen-
eral Ten Broeck to march up the Militia under his command,
and I have also applied for that of tbe neighbouring States.
General Gates wishes to be sustained by an army of ten or
twelve thousand of them. It is certainly of the highest im-
portance that all the Militia that can be spared should march
up without delay, either to support General Gates, if there
should be time, or to cover his retreat, should he be reduced
to the necessitl of quitting his grou?d, and I must therefore
entreat your ald.

"Permit me to suggest that I believe the Convention's
moving to Albany would be attended with good conse-
quences.

"I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient humble
servant,

I' PHIL. SCFlUYJ,ER.
"The Honourable Abraham Yates, Esquire, President of the

Convention."
Ordered, That copies of said Letter be sent to Congress

and General Washington by express.
A Letter from the Marine Committee of the Continent,

dated the] 2th instant, signed by John Hancock, Robert
Morris, and seven others, was read, relative to the safety of
the Continental ships building at Poughkeepsie.

Ordered, That a copy thereof be immediately transmitted
to the Superintendents there.

A Letter from Gouverneur Morris, dated at Boonton, 13th
October, 1776, assigning reasons for his non-attendance, and
enclosing a Lener from Treasurer Lott, dated the 9th in-
stant, assigning the reasons for his non-attendance, with his
accounts, agreeable to order.

A Letter from Tench Tilghman, Esq., dated the 17th
instant, directed to Mr. Duer, of the Committee of Intelli-
gence, was read.

General Bailey had leave of absence.
Ordered, That Colonel Luddington deliver the nineteen

Guns taken from disaffected persons to James Weeks, who
is requested to keep them in his care till further order.

Mr. Contine delivered in the Muster-Roll of Captain De
Witt's Company of Ulster County Rangers, and requested
that the remainder of the bounty ordered be paid.

Ordered, That the said Muster-Roll be referred to the
Auditor-General to be first audited.

.

A Petition of Christian Colles f01"forty or fifty Pounds to
enable him to set up his Wire-Works, was read. =

Ordered, To lie on the table.
A motion was made by Mr. Moore for Ammunition for

the Tryon County Rangers. Nothing done thereon.
Resolutions to appoint a Committee to proceed to Albany

and concert measures \yith General Schuyler [or the defence

of the northern frontier of this State, was read and agreed
to, and is in the words following, to wit:

"In Committee of Safety for the State of Ne
.

w-York, !
Fishkill, October 19th, 1776. S

"Whereas information has been received by this Com-
mittee from the Honourable l\-Jajor-General&huyler, com-
mandina the Continental Army in the Northern department,
of the ~>tal destruction of our Fleet on Lake Champlain,
and that it is beyond doubt that tbe enemy mean to attack
our Army now at Ticonderoga: And whereas it is of the
utmost importance to tbe safety of this State, and to the
general cause .of America, that the Legislative authority of
this State should make the most vigorous and decisive exer-
tions for repelling the progress of the enemy's arms, and for
preserving the lives, liberty, and property of the good people
of this State /i'Omfalling a sacrifice to a tyrannical, merciless,
and savage enemy: And whereas the Convention of this State
did, on the] 5th instant, appoint out of their body a Com-
mittee of Safety, with [ull powers to transact all such business
and exercise such authority as should more immediately
concern the safety of this State:

.

"Resolved, That a Committee be forthwith appointed to
repair to the City of Albany, in ordel. to cooperate with
Major-General Schuyler on devising and carrying into exe-
cution all such measures as they shall deem most effectual
for repeJIing the invasion of the enemy's Army on the north-
ern and western frontiers of this State, and that for tbis
purpose they be invested with fIll! powers to caJI out the
whole, or any part of the Militia of the Counties of Tryon,
Charlotte. Cumbedand, Gloucester, and Albany, to such
place or places as they shall think proper and necessary.

"Resolved, That Colonel Renselaer, with the detachment
of his Militia now at the house o[ John Carpenter, in Charlotte
Precinct, postpone his march tiJIsuch time as he shall receive
orders /i'om the Committee appointed by the Convention of
the State of New- York, [or the purpose of inquiring into,
detecting, and defeating all conspiracies formed in the State
of New- York aO'ainstthe liberties of America.

"Resolved, That the Colonels of all the Regiments of
Militia, or in their absence the. next commanding officer in
Ulster County, be forthwith ordered to hold their Regiments
in readiness, with three days' provisions, to march at a
moment's warning.

"Resolved, That the officersand men of the Militiaso
called out, shall be entitled to Continental pay and rations
during the time they are actually in service.

"Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to the
Committees of Albany, Tryon, Gloucester, Charlotte, and
Cumberland, to give all possible aid to the commanding
officers of their respective Militia in calling out and equip-
ping the said Militia, and that the said Committees do carry
into execution all such other measures as to them shall be
recommended by the Committee hereafter named.

"Resolved, That Brigadier-General Abraham TenBroeck,
Evert Bancker, Jacob Cuyler, John Blf:ecker, John Taylor,
James Duane, Robert R. Livingston, Robert Yates, Chris-
topher Yates, John Ten Broeck, Volkert Veder, and Wil-
liam Harper, Esq., be the Committee for the purpose of
carrying into excution the above Resolutions, and that any
four of them, with a Chairman, be a quorum."

Ordered, That a Letter be written to Major-General
Schu:yler, enclosing him a copy of these Resolutions, and
that copies of the same be immediately transmitted to the
Committee of Albany. Tryon, Gloucester, Cumberland, and
Charlotte, and to Robert R. Livingston, Esq., who is
earnestly requested to proceed immediately to Albany, and
to give notice to the oth~r gentlemen above-mentioned, of
their appointment. ..

Saturday afternoon, Ociober 19th, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: ALBANy-Colonel Livingston, Mr. Adgate, Mr.

Abm. Yates.
GLOUCEsTER-General Bailey.
SUFFoLK-Mr. W. Smith.
ORANGE-Colonel Allison.
WEsTcFlEsTER-Mr. Mills.
ULsTER-Mr. Contine, Mr. Wisner, Jun.
TRyoN-Mr. Moore, Mr. Paris, Mr. Newkirk.
DUTCFlEss-Mr. Schenck, Mr. Landon.
CFlARLoTTE-Major Webster.
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On motion of Mr. Contine,
Ordered, That Robert Boyd, Chairman of Ulster County,

pay unto Captain Jacob R. De Witt, the remaining half of
the Bounty due to his Company, out. of the money in his
hands.

.

Ordered, That each Member be allowed to take one of
the Guns now at Captain Weeks's for his own present use,
out of those nineteen delivered there by Colonel Luddenton.

Ordered, That Mr. Sacket be requested to send up a
box of Cartridges to this place out of the store at the Land-
mg.

Resolved, That Colonel Cortlandt and Mr. Wisner be
authorized to impress as many Pick-Axes, Stubbing-Hoes,
Spades or Shovels, or any other Intnmching Tools that may
be wanted at the WOl'ksat or near Peekskill, in the High-
lands, they paying the value thereof, or returning the same
to the proprietors.

Resolved, That the Colonels of all the Regiments of
Militia, or in their absence the next commanding officer,
in Ulster County, be forthwith ordered to hold their Regi-
ments in readiness,with three days' provisions,to march at
a moment's warning.

Monday morning, Oetober 21st, 1776

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present:. Colonel Livingston, President.

N EW-YORK-Colonel Brasher, Mr. Roosevelt.
ORANGE-Colonel. Allison.
ALBANy-Colonel Livingston, Mr. Gansevoort, Mr. Yates,

Mr. Adgate.
ULsTER-Mr. Contine.
SUFFoLK-Mr. Smith.
TRYON-Mr. M(Jore,Mr. Paris.
DUTCHEss-Major Landon, Major Schenck.
WESTCHEsTER-Mr. Mills.
CHARLOTTE,-Colonel Duel', Major Webster.

Mr. Duel', seconded by Mr. Gansevoort, moved that the
~ecreta.ries be ordered to postpone the printing and publish-
mg of the Salt and Tea Resolves,which Wereagreed to in
this Committee on the 17th instant~ as the Committee of
Safety did not then consistof a sufficientnumberof Mem-
bers to determine an)' reports which had originated in the
Convention of this State. Debates arose, and the question
being put thereon, itwas carried in the negative.

Mr. Abraham Yates, seconded by Mr. William Duel',
moved that the printing and publication of the Resolves rela-
tive to Salt and Tea, be postponed for further consideration.
Debates arose, and the question being put thereon, it was
carried in the affirmative.

Therefore, Resolved, That the Secretaries do postpone
the publication of the said Resolves till further orders.

A Certificate of Mr. Gerard Banckcr, Deputy Treasurer,
in the words following, was read;

" I do herebycertify, that the pay-rollof Captain Jacob
Rutzen De Witt's Company, amounting to five hundred and
ten pounds seventeen shillings and sixpence half penny, has
been by me carefully examined; that the amount of it, as
now corrected, is right; that he has produced to me a certi-
ficate of his and his Lieutenants having taken the oath
prescribed by a resolutionof Conventionof the 23d July
Jast to be taken prevlolls to his receiving his pay; and that
the charges for pay and subsistence are in his said roll made
agreeable to the aforesaid resolution.

"GERARD BANCKER.
"Fishkill, 21st October, 1776."

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to Cap-
tain Jacob Rutzen De Witt the remaining half Bounty due
to his Companyof Rangers, raised in UlsterCounty; as
also the sum of £510 17s. 6~d., for Pay and Subsistence,
agreeable to the muster-roll of the said Company, as by
Mr. Bancker examined, and certified this day to be right.

An Account -of Petrus Bogardus against the Continent,
for transporting with his Sloop Capt;lin Daniel Runnels's
Company of eighty men, of Colonel Tash's ,Regiment or
Troops in Continental service, from Fishkill, in Dutchess
County, to the Works at Red-Hook, on Hudson River,
with their baggage,which Account amounts to £4, was
produced, and read.

A Certificate of Captain Daniel Runnels, that eighty Men
and their baggage had been transported in tbe said Sloop
/i'om Fishkill to Red-Hook aforesaid, was also read jand
it appeared to the Committee of Safety tbat the said Sloop
was engaged and taken up to transport the said Troops at
the request of two of the Field-Officersof that Regiment
who were then present, and from necessity for despatch,
and because they found that part of the Regiment too much
fatigued to mal'ch through the Highlands.

Therefore, Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State
pay to the said Petrus Bogardus, or his order, the sum of
£4, taking his receipt for the same, and that the Treasurer
charge the same to Continental account.

1\11'. Abraham Yates, f!'Omthe Committee to whom was
referred the :Muster-Rolls of the different corps of Rang~rs
in the Counties of Albany, Trion, and Charlotte, leg leave to
Jay before this Committee of~afety the following facts :*

"That on the twenty-third of July, seventeen hundred and
seventy-six, the Convention ordered the raising of a num-
ber of Rangersin the several aforesaid Counties, the officers
and men on Continental pay, the Captain sixteen shillings,
the Lieutenant fourteen shiJlings, and each non-commissioned
officer and private ten shillings a week, in lieu of all sub-
sistence, with an addition of a bounty of twenty-five donars
to each non-commissionedofficer and private. Tbat the
officersand privateswere to furnish themselves eac;h with
one good musket or firelock, powder-horn, bullet-pouch,
tomahawk, blanket, and knapsack. One half of the bounty
to be paId to every able-bodied man when he shall pass
muster, the other half to be remitted by this Convention to
the said respective County Committees, to be by them issued
to the Captain of their respective Companies, and imme-
diately distributed to the men.

"That the Officers, before tbey receive their warrant, take
an oath before the Chairman of the County Committee
from whence he is recommended, that he will, once in every
month,or as soon after the expiration of any month as pos-
sible, transmit the Convention or future Legisllture of this
State, a Muster-Roll of the Ijames of every Officer and
Private under his command, and the respective times of
their inlistment and service.

" Your Committee, in perusing the Returns, find that it
does not appear that the Officers have been qualified agree...
able to the said Resolve; nor does it appear, as it ourrht to
do, that either the Officers or Men have furnished them~elves
with a Musket or Firelock, Powder-Horn, Bullet-Polich,
and Tomahawk, Blanket and Knapsack.

"Notwithstanding which, your Committee beg leave to
suggest, that from the dangers this State is in from our

"Whereas it appears that the Rangers raised in several of the Co~n-
ties within this State, by virtue of eertain Resolution~ of the Conven-
tio

.

n, bearing date the,23d day. of Ju.ly, 1776, for the purpose of ranging
the wqods and guardIng the InhabItants on the frontier parts of sueh
C~unttes,> are not now wanted for the .purpose for whieh they were
raIsed, smee sueh a large body of Continental Troops are raised and
raising for the defence of the eountry: Therefore,

.
Resolved, That the several Companies of Rangers aforesaid be dis-

banded on day of . '
and paid sueh moneys M

remain due, except the Companies of Captain Belknap and Captam De
JVitt, who are now on important service.

Resolved and Ordered, That the qhairme~ of th~ County Committees
where s~eh Ran~ers have been raIsed do ImmedIately traJ)smit tQ the
ConventIOn of this State all the Muster, Pay and Subsistenee Rolls of
sueh Companies of Rangers as they mayor have received and not here-
tofore sent to the Convention, with an aeeount of the disposition Qf the
moneys t~ey have reeeiyed from t~e Treasurer of this Sta.te for pay-
ment of Slid Rangers, with the reeeipts of the several persons to whom
said money haS been paid.

Resolved, That be and is hereby appointed Pay-
master, to go to Jllbal~Y and Tryon Counties Ilnd pay the moneys due
to said Companies to the Captain or Commanding Offieer of sueh Com-
panies, for the use of their said Companies; and that
be advaneed, by the Treasurer of this State, the sum of
to ~nable him to pay sueh Rangers. '

Resolved, That be and he is hereby appointed Pay-
master to go to Charlotte County, arid pay the Cap tam or Command-
ing Offieers of eaeh Company of Ranger. of said County_ the mone
due to them for their respeetive Companies; and that the Treasurer !r
this State ad vance to the said the sum of
to enable him to pay sueh Rangers.

Resolved, That be and he is hereby appointed
Paymaster to go to the Counties of Cumberland and Gloucester and pay
th~ Captai~s or Commanding Offieers of eaeh .Company of R~ngers of
said Countles the moneys d~e to them for their respeetive Companies;
Ilnd that the Treasurer of tlus State ad vance to the /laid
the sum of , to enable him to pay such Rangers.

R'8olved, That the above-named Paymasters be eaeh allowed
per day, for their time and expense while executing the

above Resolves.
Order~d, That the Seeretaries trapsmit eopies of these Resolutions to

the Chairmen of the several County Committees aforesaid.
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external as well as internal enemies, the great usefulness of
the Rangers to this State, if they are diligent and faithful,
it would be imprudent, if not dangerous, to defer the pay-
ment of the Bounty, SubsistPoce, and Pay, to the Rangers,
and then.fore propose the following Resol ve:

"Resolved, That the sum of six hundred Pounds be
ren1itteo. to the Committee of the County of Albany, nine-
teen hundred Pounds to the Committee of the County of
Tryon, and six hundred Pounds to the Committee of the
County of Charlotte, to enable them to discharge the Pay,
Bounty, and Subsistence of such able-bodied men in]isted
in the Rangers, furnished and accoutred agreeable to the
aforesaid Resolve; the County Committee of each of those
Counties to be accountable to the Convention or future
Legislature of this State for the expenditure of those
Moneys, and to return complete Accounts of the expendi-
ture and disbursements thereof, as particular and expedi-
tiously as possible, therein distinguishing between Bounty,
Pay, and Subsistence; and that it be recommended to the
several Committees, that none of these Moneys be paid to
either Officers or Men until a proper Muster-Roll be made
out, under the oaths of the Captain or Commanding Officer
and other Officers of each Company, (if not already sworn
before their receipt of their Warrants,) that so many ab]e-
bodied men are inlisted and accoutred in each Company in
this manner aforesaid.

"Resolved, That the several Committees be furnished
with copies of the aforegoing Report and Resolves. Which
Report being agreed to, it was

"Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State advance to
John Moore, Esq" the sum of nineteen hundred Pounds, to
be by him remitted to the Committee of Tryon County, for
the purpose of paying off the remaining half of the Bounty
and one month's Pay and Subsistence, to the three Com-
panies of Rangers raised in the said County, pursuant to
the Resolutions of the Convention of this State; the said
Committee to be accountable for the expenditure of the
same." .

Monday afternoon, October 21st, 1776.

Present: Colonel Livingston, President.
NEw-YORK-Colonel Brasher. .
TRYON-Mr. Moore, Mr. Paris.
DUTCHEss-Major Schenck, Major Landon.
ORANGE-Colonel Allison.
WESTCHEsTER---':'Mr. ~Iills.

A Letter from Colone] Peter Van Ness, dated at Clav-
erack, the] 4th instant, enclosing two Pay Rolls: the one of
a Detachment of Colonel Livingston's Regi.ment of Militia,
the other of a Detachment of Colonel Van Ness's Regi-
ment of Militia, for their services in quieting Tories.

Ordered, To be referred to the Convention.
A Letter from Lewis McDonald, Chairman of the Com-

mittee of Bedford, in Westchester County, dated the 19th
instant, relative to Stephen Baxter, Jun., who is now Sent
under guard to this Committee, by order of said Committee
of Bedford, charged with having rescued a Prisoner, and
also disarming and otherwise abusing Isaac Smith:

Ordered, That the said Letter, together with the Pris-
oner, be referred to the Committee for inquirina into and
defeating all Conspiracies, &c. "

Tuesday morning, October 2211, 1776,

Committee of Safety met.

PNsent: Colonel Livingston, President.
N EW-YORK-Colonel Brasher.
CHARLoTTE-Mr. DueT, Mr. Webster.
ALBANy--'-Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Gansevoort, Mr. Adgate.
TRYON-Mr. Newkirk.
SUFFoLK-Mr. Smith.
WESTCHESTER-Ml'. ~fills.
ULsTER-Mr. Contine, Mr. Wi.sner.
ORANGE--Colonel Allison.
DUTCHEss-Mr. Landon, Mr. Schenck, Captain Platt.

C~ptain Sam,!"el Tudo,,:, ?ne of the Superintendents of the
Contmental FrIgates bUlldmg at Pou!1hkeeplie attending
informed the Committee that the said Frio-ates ~ere by th~
honourable the Continental Congress orde;ed to be launched
as soon as possible; that one, if not both of them, wiil be

ready to be launched in a few days, but that tlwy are at
present destitute of Anchors and Cables. Captain Tudor
.theref(Jre requests that he may bE' furnished with an order
on the person at the landing at Fishkill for the loan of such
Anchors, Cables, and othel; stores, belonging to and taken
out of the Vessels sunk at Fort U'ashington, as may be
necessarily required in the launching of the said Frigates.

Thereupon Ordered, That the person who hath tbe
charge of the A nchors, Cables, and other stores at Fishkill
Landing, and which were taken frolDon board the vessels
now sunk at lJ..lol.lnffVashington, deliver to Captain Samuel
Tudor, or his order, such of the said Anchors, Cables, or
other stores, as he may require for the use of the Continental
Frigates building at Poughkeepsie, taking his receipt for the
same.

C010nel John Field having declined the business of su-
perintending the repairing of the Roads in the Highlands,
to which he was appointed on the 5th instant. .

Therefore R
.

esolved, That Captain Dirck Brinckerhoff
be and is hereby appointed in the place of Colonel John
Field, to superintend the repairing of the Roads in the High-
lands, with tbe same powers and agl'eeable to the Resolu-
tions of the 5th instant,

The Committee of Safety were informed that Henry
Wykoff decliningthe purchasing of Clothing for the Troops,
agreeable to the Resolution of the day of , and
that Mr. Paul Schenck is willing to undertake that service,
and has already purchased sundry articles for that purpose,
to the amount of £~50,

Ordered, That Mr. Paul Schenck be and is hereby ap-
pointed in the room of Mr. Henry Wykoff, to purchase
Clothing for and on account of the Convention of this State,
for tbe purposes of furnishing the Troops in service with
Clothing; and that the Treasurer of tbisSiate do advance
to the said Paul Schenck, on his receipt, the sum of £ 100,
which was ordered by the said Resolutions to be paid to the
said Henry Wykoff, and the further sum of £~OO for the
same purpose, for which £300 the said Paul &henck is to
be accountable.

A Letter fro(11 Tench Tilghman, Esq., to the Committee
of Correspondence, requesting an immediate supply of Flour
for the Continental Army, was received and read.

Thereupon Resolved, That Henry Schenck and Dirck
Jansen, Esquires, or their Agents, jointly and severally, be
directed to forward by water towards the ContinentalArmy
in TVestchesterCounty, with all possible expedition, all tlw
Flour they can procure; antI for that purpose that they be
empowered to hire or impress Vessels, Boats, WagonS' and
Horses,Teams, and every other carriage, and to employ
such persons under them as they may think best ca]culated
to execute this order with the utmost expedition; and further,
that they be authorized to pledge the pub]ick faith for the
payment of such Vesse]s, Boats, &c., at an appraisedvalue
as may through an unforeseen accident fall into the hands of
the enemy.

. Resollled, That Mr. Joseph Traverse, at Peekskill Land-
ing, be empowered and directed to receive all Flour which
shall be sent down at or near Peekskill Landing, for tbe use
of the Army in Westchester County; that he give Receipts
to the different Boatmen for the cargoes they bring, and
take Receipts of every Teamster for the loads he carrie$.

Resolved, That the Quartermaster-General of the Conti-
nental Army, or his Agents, be empowered to impress in
the Qounties of Dutchess and Westchester di\'ers Horses,
Wagons, Horse-Teams, Ox-Carts, and every other carriaae
which may benecessary for the useorthe Continental Army
paying for the same the usual prices. '

Ordered, That a copy of these Resolutions be forthwith
transmit~ed to his Excellency General Washington, and to
Brigadier-Genera] MijJlin, Quartermaster-Genera] of the
Continental Army.

Resolved, That Mr. Gilbert Livingston be one of the
Secret Committee directeClto be sent down with the utmost
despatch to Fort lYIontgomery with such parts of the Chain
as is fixed in the logs,and that Mr. Henry fVisner, Jun.
coopel'ate with him in carrying this measure into executio~

. in the most safe and expeditious manner possible.

Captain Samuel Tudor, one of the Superintenden.ts of
the building the qontinenta] Frigates at Poughkeepsie, in-
formed the Committee of Safety that the said Superintend-
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ents havE> lately received a mft of timber for which they
are indebted, and daily expect some other rafts of timber for
which to pay ready money; that the said Superintendents
have also some other accounts to discharge, are at present
destitute of money, and cannot obtain a supply from the
Treasurer of the 1\larine Committee; Mr. Tudor therefore,
on bf:'half of the said Superintendents, requested an advance
or a loan of £600.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State advanceto
Captain Samuel Tudor, as one of the Superintendents, on his
account, say receipt, the sum of £600, and charge the same
to Continental account.

The Committee to whom was referred the Certificates of
the Committee of Wallkill, on the 17th instant, reported
that Henry Wisner, Jun., and l)'foses Philip.~ had erected a
Powder-Mill in the County of Ulster, and had the same
completed on the 20th day of ]tIay last past, and agreeable
to the Resolves made the 16th day of ~[arch, 1776, are
entitled to receive the sum of £ 100, as aiso the loan of
£1,000, for two years, without interest, provided they com-
ply agreeable to tbe Resolves made for that purpose. On
reading of which, it was

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to Henry
lJlisner, Jun., Esquirer the sum of £ 100, as a Premium for
building a Powder-MiJl in

.
Ulster County, pursuant to the

Resolutions of the Provincial Congress of New- York.

Tuesday afternoon, October 22d, 1776.

The Committee met.
Present: Colonel Livingston, President.

N EW-YORK-Colonel Brasher, Mr. Roosevelt.
ORANGE-Colonel Allison.
ALBANy-Mr. Yates, Colonel Livingston, Mr. Adgate.
SUFFoLK-Mr. Smith.
WESTCHEsTER-Mr. Mills.
DUTCHEss-Mr. Landon.
ULsTER-Mr. Contine, Mr. Wisner, Jun.
CHARLoTTE-Mr. Webster, Mr. Duer.

A Resolution of the Committee appointed for inquiring,
&c., all Conspiracies, &c., dated this day, requesting the
advanceof £500 for the publick service: ¥

Thereupon Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay
to the Order of the Committee appointed by the Conven-
tion of this State for the purpose of inquiring into, detecting,
and defeating all Conspiracies formed in the said State against
the liberties of America, the sum of £500, to be accounted
for by the said Committee to the Convention of tbis State.

A Letter from General Mijflin, Quartermaster-General,
.dated the 19th instant, at jUount TVashington, directed to
Mr. Duer, was read.

Resolved, That Mr. Keene, Assistant Quartermaster-
General, be allthorized to impress and take possessionof any
Out-building in this neighbourhood, for the purpose of secu-
ring the Continental Stores, he paying a reasonable price for
the use of the s~me.

Resolved, That Letters be written to the Committee of
Ulster and Orange and Dutchess Counties, requesting them
to send all tbe Carpenters and Masons that can be procured
in their respective Counties to Fishkill, and that they engage
them on the lowest terms possible.

A Letter from Elisha Avery, at Albany, and a recom-
mendation from the Committee of Albany subjoined on the
back, requesting the assistance of Convention to forward
Flour for the Northern Army. Referred to Colonel Brasher
and Mr. Abm. Yates.

A Letter from Colonel Jonathan Hashroeck, enclosing a
list of disaffected persons in his Regiment of Militia, was
read. .

Ordered, That the Letter and List be referred to the
Committee appointed to inquire into, &c., all Conspiracies,
&c.

A Letter from Kerr and others, in Orange County, rela-
tive to Gale, Treadwell,and Ludlam, and a request that
they may not be sent off, was read, and referred to the same
Committee.

A Letter from Jas. Thomas, Jun., Chairman of the Com-
mittee of Westchester, accompanying all the Prisoners from
White-Plains Jail to this place, was referred to the Com-
mittee of Conspiracies.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State advance to
the Committee of the County of AllJony the stirn of £600,
and also advance to the Committee of the County of Char-
lotte the sum of £600, for the purpose of paying off tbe
remaininO"half of the Bounty, and one month's Pay and
Subsiste;ce, of the Companies of Rangers raised in the
said Counties respectively, pursuant to the Resolutions of
the Convention of this State, the said Committees to be
accountable for the expenditure of the sums received by
them respectively.

Ordered, That Commissionsbe madeout and dated the
1st of August, for Jacob Deronde, Captain; Isaac Coe,
First Lieut'i.'nant; John Coe, Second Lieutenant; Abm.
Underdonck, Captain; John Gardner, First Lieutenant;
Roger Ashburn, Second Lieutenant ;-in Colonel Isaac
Nichofs Regiment.

Wednesday morning, October 23rd, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Colonel Pierre Van Cortlandt, Vice President.

NEW-YORK-Mr. Roosevelt, Colonel Brasher.
DUTCHEss-Mr. Landon, Mr. G. Livingston.
AI.BANy-Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Adgate.
WESTCflE;sTER-Mr. Mills, Colonel Cortlandt.
SUFFoLK-Mr. Smith. '
TRYON-Mr. Newkirk.
ORANGE-Colonel Allison, Mr. Wisner. .

A Letter from the Committee of Albany, dated October
21st, was received and read, and is as follows, to wit:

"Albany Committee-Chamber, 21st October, 1776.

" GENTLEMEN:In consequence ofa request from his
Honour General &huyler, desiring the aid of our Militia,
we have, in conjunction with Brigadier-General Ten Broeck,
issued out orders for their immediate march to Fort EdwQ.rd.
A part orthe .Militiahave already marched, and the remainder
are making preparations to follow them, but not with that
alacrity which the present alarming situation of our affairs in
this quarter requires.

':Every District in this County is crowded with disaffected
persons; the woods are full (>f them; and notwithstanding
every effort that has been madt} by our MiIitia and the
Rangers to apprehend them, tbey still have eluded our
search. This County, besides, is full of slaves, who prohably
may already have been tampered with, and (all our friends
being ordered ofF) may join with the disaffected in the abuse
or destruction of our wives, our children, and our effects.

" We have just received a letter from one of your body
to his Honour General &huyler, which mentions that the
whole number of arms, by the last retnrn, in the Manor of
Livingston, was no more than one hundred; since which
time many have been drawn by the men drafted for the
Highlands, &c., and that the number of disaffected there is
at least three to one.

"Our suspected enemies in this city are continually
drawing off in a secret manner into the County, perhaps
collecting together and awaiting the departure of our friends
to fall upon the remainder of us. The disaffected persons
in the County have proceeded to open acts of violence; they
have plundered some of our soldiel's of their arms on the
road in open day, broken into the houses of the inhabitants
in the night time and robbed them of their arn1S,ammuni-
tion and blankets,and even rescuedour prisonersfrom the
hands of those wbo were guarding them.

" Whether the Mi1itiaof Tryon County are also ordered
off or not, we do not know, but they now hold themselves
in readiness for a march; and we have reason to fear, from
information which we enclose, that some attempt will be
made to tbe westward, in which case we should have no
frontier on that side, but remain entirely ex:posed to the un.
distinguished cruelty of the torturing savage. In tbisserious
and alarming situation, we feel for our distressed country,
and would apply to your honourable House for that aid,
direction, and assistance, which your wisdom and power may
enable and induce you to render us. We would wishyou
to take into the most attentive consideration this state of
facts, as every thing that is dear to us depends upon what
you determine.

" We would also request you to advise us whether it
would not be necessary to have some of our vessels ready
to sink in such parts of Hudson's River as may effectually
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stop the vessels of our enemy from proceeding up the river
so as to endanger this city 01'the parts adjacent.

" We shall despatch a guard to-morrow with about fifty
prisoners now in custody here, to be left to yonI' direction
on their arrival at Fishkill Landing. We would also beg
leave to inform you that we have not arms even sufficient to
put in the hands of our friends, and no cannon.

" Weare, gentlemen, Jour most obedient servant. By
order:

" J B C'h
.

NO. ARCLAY, azrmanpro tem.

" To the Convention of the State of New- York."

A Deposition of Isaac Peabody and Samuel Allen, taken
before Jons. Younglove, Chairman of the Committee of
Bennington, dated October 14, 1776.

. A Depositionof Isaac Peabody,taken before the same
person and of the same date, (both enclosed in the Letter
from the Committeeof Albany,) setting forth sundry facts
relative to disaffected persons in that quarter.

Ordered, That the Depositions, and so much of the Com-
mittee's Letter as relates to them, be referred to the Commit-
tee for inquiring into Conspiracies.

Whereas Alexander Stewart was, by order of tbe Con-
vention of this State on the 27th July last, taken prisoner and
ordered to be kept in closecustodytill their further order,he
declaring himself a subject of the King of Great Britain:

Resolved, That the Committee appointed for inqulrinO"
into all Conspiracie!':,&c., be authorized to dispose of th~
said 1"1.lexanderStewart, (as a prisoner of war,) in such
manner as to them shall appear most proper. .

.

Mr. Gansevoortcame into Comnlittee, and inrotmed that
tbe Committee for inquiring into Conspiracies have so much
business on hand that they cannot possibly take into con-
sideration the Letter fromthe Committee ofAlbany, and the
Depositions therein enclosed.

Whereupon, Resolved, That the Letter from the Com-
mittee of Albany, of the 2 Lst instant, together with the
Depositions of Isaac Peabody and Samuel411en, received
and read this morning, as also the Deposition of John Haines,
of Rumbout Precinct, taken before tbe Committee appointed
to inquire into, &c., all Conspiracies, &c., be referred to the
Committee appointed on the 19th instant to repair to Al-
bany, in order to cooperate with Major-General Schuyler on
devising and carrying into execution all such measuresas
they sha.!ldeem most effectual for repelling the invasion of
the enemy's Army on the northern and western fJ'Ontiersof
this State, who are hereby empowered and requested to take
the same into immediate consideration, and pursue such
measures and give such directions therein as to them shall
seem meet and necessary.

The Memorial of Andrew Bostwick,* an insolvent debtor
now confined in t~e Jail of Orange County, was presented
to the House, settmg forth that he has been confined for near
dghteen month.s, no:withst~nding all his efforts to accomplish
a settlement with his creditors, and from the calamity of the
times, cut off from all hopes of obtaining his liberty; that
i~ hi~ present confinement he has it not in his power to mend
hlS cl.rcumstances, but th~t th~y must of necessity be daily
growmg worse, and praymg Jor such speedy relief as the
nature and necessity of tbe case requires.

Re~olved, That the ~herjff of Orange County do release
the said ~ndreu: Bostw~k from c?nfinement, on hi!':giving
to tbe said Sheflff sufficient secuflty, by bond or otherwise
to be forthcoming at the expiration of nine months from th~
time of taking such security.. .

Ordered, That the Sheriff of Orange County be fur-
nished with a copy of the aforegoing Resol ve.

"To th£ Honourable the Representatives oJthe Sta~ O/NEW-YoRK, in Con-
vention assembled:

The Memorial of ANDREW BOSTWICK, an Insolvent Debtor now cmJjlned in
the Jail oj. t~ Coun~y of ORANGE, hu»wly show.th:

Th!!t your .rnemon~hst havIng been c~nfined near nineteen months,
!l0twl~hstandmg all hl.s. efforts to. accomphsh a settlement with his ered-
~tors, IS! ~y the. pr~vallmg calamity of the times, cut off from all hopes
of obtllln.mg hl8 h~erty! and t.hereby unfortunately deprived of every'
opportuUlty' ofservlI~g his ~redl!ors, his familY',or his country, (which
at this partlCul~r perIOd claims the utmost exertIOn of every mdlvidual
mem

.

ber of socIety.) unless enabled .by' the timely interposition of this
I:lOn~urabl~ b~dy; that your me!ll0~lalist, from his present confinement,
h.as It not!n his po:wer to mend.hlS cIrcumstances, but they must of neces-
alty be daIly growmg worse; 18 therefore anxIously desirous something
D,lar be done that may have a tendency to better them, Your memo-
rlahst therefore mos~ humbly ,begs leave to recommend his case to this
honourable Conv~ntlOn. praymg the,!! to grant such speedy relief as the
nature !lnd necessIty of the case requIre. And your memorialist, as in
duty bound, shall ever pray, &c, ANDW. BOSTWICK. .

Mr. Gilbert Livingston came into Committee and in-
formed that he is caJled upon by sundry persons who have
demands on the Commissioners who were appointed to super-
intend the erecting of the Fortifications in the Hig!1Iands, as
also on the Secret Committee for obstructing the navigation
on Hu,dson's River, and request moneyto enable him to
discharge those demands.

Therefore Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State
advance to Gilbert Livingston, Esq., and Colonel Thomas
Palmer the sum of five hundred Pounds, to enable them to
pay sundry demands brought in against them as Commis-
sioners for superintending the erectif\g the Fortificationsin
the Highlands, they to be accountable for the same.

And Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State advance
to Gilbert Livingston, Esq., one of tbe Secret Committee
for obstructing the navigation of Hudson's River, the sum
of one dlOusand Pounds, and take his receipt to account for
tbe expenditure thereof.

A draft of a Letter to Elisha Avery, in answer to his re-
ceived yesterday, was read and approved, and is in the
words following, to wit:

"In Committee of Safety for the St
.

ate of New-York, ~
Fishkill, October 23d, 1776. S

"SIR: We have received yours. with(>ut date, and an
endorsement of the Committee of Albany, dated the 20th
instant, respecting/lou'r. We beg leave to inform you that
an application hath been made to us from the Southern
Army, for all the flour we can procure in this quarter. We
shall write to the Committee of Albany to assist you in tbat
County. Mr. Schenck, wh!} is employed to purchase /lour,
informs us that he hath sent up to Albany upwards of five
hundred barrels, which we hope you have received. That
quantity, with wbat your agents may ,have procured, will,
we trust, be somerelieffor tbe present. In the mean time,
in proportion to Mr. Schenck's success, we shall attend to
the demand of the two departments; and remain, sir, your
most humble fiervants.

" By order of the Committee.

" Elisha Avery, Deputy Quartermaster-General, Albany."
A draft of a Letter to the Committee of Albany was also

read ~nd approved of, and is in the words following, to wit:

"
In Committee of Safety for the State of New- York, 1

FishkiIJ, October 23d, 1776. S
"GENTLEMEN: We have received a letter from Elisha

Avery, Deputy Quartermaster-General, respecting flour.
We beg leave to inform you that an application hath been
made to us for all we can procure for the Southern Depart-
ment. We therefore request that you will give all the
assistance in your power to Mr. Avery, to enable him to pro-
cure a supply., We have employt;d proper persons to pur-
chase all theycan, and we must govern ourselves by their
success. The consumption of flour is great. The difficulty
in procuring it arises from a want of water, which prevents
grinding. Mr. Schenck has sent up five hundred and odd
barrels, which we hope 1\fr.Avery has received, which,
with the quantity he may have procured, ~Il be a relief for
the present.

" Your letter of 21st, enclosing the depositions of Pabody
andAllen, is this moment delivered to us. This Committee
have referred them to the Committee of this House which
now sits at Albany, who are empowered to take such steps
in it as they may think necessary. Yours, &c.

"To the Committee at Albany."

Wednesday, P. M., October 23d, 1776.

The Committee met.

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., P.'esident.
NEW-YORK-Colonel Brasher.
DUTCHEss-Mr. Landon.
ALBANy-Mr. Abm. Yates, Mr. Adgate.
ORANGE-Colonel Allison.
SUFFoLK-Mr. Smith.
WESTCHEsTER-Mr. Mills, Colonel Cortlandt.
TRYON-Mr. Newkirk.

The Petition of Henry Dawkins, a Prisoner,'*' was read,
and ordered to lie on th~ table.

"MAT IT PLEASETOUItHONOURS:The subscriber, humtly relying on
the known goodness and !lUmanity of this honourable House, begs leave
to lay his complaint before them, which is briefly IlSfollows:

Thllt your petitioner Was about six months past taken upon Long-
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The Petition of William Watkins, Sam'l Wilson, John
Levericke, and John Read, Prisoners and disaffected per-
sons, were severally read.

Ordered, To be referred to the Committee of Conspira-
cIes.

A Letter from John Coe, Deputy Chairman of (he Com-
mittee on the south side the Mountains in Oran.¥, County,
enclosing a Deposition of Peter Smith against John Larie,
and the Examination of John Larie, were read, and referred
to the Committee of Conspiracies.

Thursday morning, 24th October, 1776.

The Committee of Safety met.
Present: Colonel Pierre Van Cortlandt, Vice President.

-
ALBANY-Mr. Yates, Mr. Adgate.
NEw-¥ oJtK-Colonel Brasher.
o RANGE-Colonel Allison.
DUTCHEss-Mr. Landon.
TRYON-Mr. Newkirk.
WESTCHEsTER-Mr. Mills, Pierre V. Cortlandt, Esq.

The Dutch Church being necessarily occupied Ly a large
Guard and a number of Prisoners, and the other Church
being at present occupied as a Continental Storehouse, the
Committee, for want of a convenient place for their recep-
tion, and no pressing business appearing, adjourned until six
o'clock this evening.

In Committee of S<\fety, October 24th, 1776, P. M.

In a Chamber at Weeks's Tavern.-Present: Colonel
. Van Cortlcmdt, Vice President, Abm. Yates, Wrn. Smith,

Abm. Brasher, John Lano-don, Henry Schenck, ft;lat. Ad-
gate,.Z. Platt, Jedediah lJlills, Wrn. Duer, Mr. Newkirk,
EsqUires;"

Resolved, That Henry Schenck, Esq., be authorized and
directed to purchase eight thousand bushels of Wheat for the
use of the Continental Army, on the most reasonable terms
possible, not exceeding 6s. 6d. per bushel, and that he
return the names of every person or persons who may refuse
to part with their Wheat at that price to this Committee or
the Convention of this State.

Resolved, That Henry Schenck, Esquire, be directed to
use the utmost expedition in sending down the above Wheat
to the Mills of Colonel Van Cortlandt, at Peek's Kills and
Croton River. . - .

Resolved, That Colonel Van Cortlandt be directed to
keep both his Mills constantly at work night and day in
making Flour for the Continental Army.

Whereas most of the Coopers belonging to this State are
at present engaged as soldiers in the service, in consequence
of which it is impracticable to find sufficient casks for sup-
plying Flour to the Southern and Northern Armies without
aid obtained from the Army:

Resolved, That his Excellency General Washington be
requested to send three Coopers to Colonel Van Cortlandt's
Mills, at Croton River and Peek's Kill, and seventeen to
this place, in order that they may be employed under the
direction of this Committee in making Flour Casks with
the utmost expedition.

And whereas it is of the utmost consequence to the pub-
lick cause that there should be no delay in manufacturing
Flour for the use of the Army under General Washington:

R~solved, That all the Millers,Packers, Coopers,Team-
sters, Boatmen, and other labourers employed by Colonel
Van Cortlandt in transporting the above-menti~ned Wheat
to his Mills, and in manufacturing the same, be exempted
Island for a trespass of which this House is thoroughly acquainted, as
by the ins~igation of Israel Y0!t11gShe was led away to perform .a!1 ac-
tion of which he has already sincerely repented. And as your petitIOner
was torn away from his only son, who is left among strangers, without
anyone to support or protect him during the inclemency of the ap-
pro<\ching winter; tIS his unh<\ppy father h<\th since the first day of his
being t<\ken had but one shirt and one p<\ir of stockings to shift himself,
and as he hath been afflicted during his imprisonment at the White-
Plains with the worst of enemies-hunger, and the n<\useous stench of
a small room where sometimes twenty persons were confined together,
which hath introduced a sickness on your distressed subscriber, which,
with the f<\tigue of tmveJling, hath reduced your unhappy petitioner to
a state of despondenc¥;-he therefore, being already we<\ry of such a
miserable life as his misconduct hath thrown him into, humbly begs for
a termination of his sorrows by a de<\th to be inflicted in what m<\nner
the honoumble House mOlY think fit. The kind compli<\nce of this
honoumble House will ever lay an obligation on your Honours' dis-
tressed, humble servant, HENRY DAWKINS.

October 19, 1776.

from mi1itary duty of any kind whatsoever, and that his
teams be not subject to be impressed,tilllill'ther order from
this Commitleeor the Convpntion of this State.

Mr. Schenck informed the Committee that he could imme~
diately purchase one hundred Bags for the purpose of
transporting Wheat to the Mills employed to grind Flour
for the Troops.

Resolved, That Henry Schenck, Esquire, be directed to
purchase said Bags, and that he cause each of them to be
marked C. A.

Resolved, That Gener:!l James Clinton, at Fort Montgo-
mery, be requested to grant a furlough to Silvanus Scowfield,
in Captain Darley's Company, for the purpose of assisting
in makincrFlour Casks for the Continental Army, and that
he be reOquestedto send up to this place as many other
Coopers as he can possibly spare from his garrison, it being
of the utmost consequence that a quantity of Flour should
be immediately sent down to the Army under the command
of General Washington.

Ordered, That General James Clinton be furnished with
a copy of this Resolution.

Resolved, That the Quartermaster-General, or his Agent
at Fishkill, be requested to supply Henry Schenck, Esq.,
with as many six-penny Nails as he can possibly spare,
there being no Nails of that kind to be purchased in this
State.

lVIr..Schenck informed the Committee that thel'e~are-si1t
poor Women, with their Children, /i'om the City of New-
York, for whom he can procure no lodging at or near this
place, and desires that they might be sent to the Committee
of New- Windsor to be provided for:

Resolved, That lVIr.Schenck be authorized and directed
to send the above persons to the Committee aforesaid, to be
disposed of and maintained by the said Committee, in the
same manner with the other persons sent to that place.

Ordered, _ That a copy of these Resolutions be sent by
express to his Excellency General Washington.

Friday morning, 25th October, 1776.

The Committee met.
Present: Colonel Pierre Van Cortlandt, Vice President.

NEW-YORK-Colonel Brasher.
ORANGE-Colonel Allison.
4:LBANy-Mr. Yate." Mr. Adgate.
TRYoN-Mr. Newkirk.
SUFFoLK-Mr. Wm. Smith, Mr. Miller.
DUTcHEss-Mr. Landon.
WESTCHESTER-Mr. Mills, Major Lockwood.

On motion, Resolved, That Ebenezer Hazard, Esq.,
Postmaster, be requested to forward to the Convention or
Committee of Safety of .nis State, as often as he may be
able to procure the same, all the publick Newspapers of the
States ofPennsylvania, New-Jersey, (printed by Mr. Gaine,)
Connecticut, (printed at New-Haven, say New-London,) and
Massachusetts, (printed at Boston.) And that Mr. Hazard
be requested to procure for the use of the Conventi.onor
Committee of Safetyof thisState, all thosePapers heretofore
printed, or which may hereafter be printed,. and which
contains the plans or form of Government, published in the
different States of America, and that the Convention or
Committee of Safety of this State will provide for the pay-
ment of the same. ,

Ordered, That the President transmit a copy hereof to
lVIr.Hazard, by the first opportuoity.

Ordered, That CommissiQnsclssue to Colonel Snyder's
Officers, agreeable to his Return received and read this day,
and dated at Fort Montgomery; that they be signed by
Mr. Yates, the late President, and that the date be left blank
to be filled up by Colonel Snyder. That Co]onel Allison
draft a Letter to Colonel Snyder informing him that

be first Ca ptain.
A Letter from Stephen Ward, Esq., relative to the COft-

.stmction of the Resolution respecting Hides, was read.

Frid<\y afternoon, October 25th, 1776.,

The Committee of Safety met.

Present: Colonel Van Cortlandt, President.
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ALBANy-Mr. Gates, Mr. Adgate.
SUFFoLK-Mr. Smith, Mr. Miller.
ORANGE-Colonel Allison.
TRyoN-Mr. Newkirk.
WESTCHEsTER-Major Lockwood.

Mr. James. Weeks, an inhabitant of this place, informed
tbe Committee tbat a certain Philip Dalley had beat and
abused his workman in bis blacksmith's shop, and had
threatened and maltreatedhimself. Mr. Weeks withdrew;
upon which the said Philip Dally rushed into tbe Com-
mittee-Chamber, without permission, in an insolent manner,
and informed the Committee that he had inquired at the
smith's shop whether his horses were shod, and that the
workman laQghed at him; upon which he had given him
some strokes with bis whip. Dally attempted to justify his
conduct, and declared he would do the like again. .

It fully appears to this Committee, that even if the
behaviour of the blacksmith had been sucb as tbe said
Dally states it to bave been, nevertheless the said Dally is
very culpable in using the violence and outrage which he
confesses he did.

Ordered, That as the publick service may requireit,
Mr. Weeks cause tbe said Horses to be shod witbout delay.

Resolved, That as the immediate assistance of every
individual in tbis State is required, and such usage from
officers or others employed by the military mllst inevitably
tend to obstruct the. publick service, that the said Philip
Dally bj called in, and informed that this Committee highly
disapprove of and blame his conduct, but that they have,
notwithstanding, directed lVIr.Weeks to cause his Horses to
be shod without delay.

The said Philip Dalley was further informed that the
apprehension of the publick service being delayed, alone
prevents their ordering him into confinement for bis ill con-
duct and insolence.

Resolved, That GeneralMifflin be informedof this man's
behaviour, and that he ue requested to take such measures
as may deter others from the like conduct in future.

Ordered, That a Commission issue for Thomas Moffatt,
Esq., as Major of Colonel Isaac Nicoll's Regiment.

Ordered, That Commissions issue for Samuel Drake's
officers; that they be dated 29th June, and signed by Abm.
Yates, late President.

A draft of a Letter to Colonel Snyder,"'" reported by
Colonel Allison, was read and approved, and is in the words
following, viz:

" SIR: The commissions for your Regiment, agreeable
to your request, are enclosed. I am directed to inform you
that when the resolutions for raising your present corps
passed the Convention, it was agreed that the Captain from
OranO"eCounty sbould be first Captain of that corps, as
each gf the other Counties had a~Field-Officer nominated
out of their officers. To this end the dates of the commis-
sion, except Captain Storm's, are left blank, and with the
above direction. it is submitted to you to fill up the dates
before you deliver them, so as to give rank or merit its
wejO"htand reward. Captain Storm's commission is dated,
bec~use he received one of the like date on his way to the
F ortifica tions."

Saturday lllorning, October 26th, 1776.

The Committee of Safety met.
Present: Colonel Van Cortlandt, Vice President.

ALBANy-Mr. Yates, lVIr.Adgate.
SUFFoLK-Mr. W. Smith" Mr. Miller.
WESTCHEsTER-Major Lockwood, Mr. Mills.
TRYON-Mr. Newkirk.
DUTCHEss-Major Landon.
ORANGE-Colonel Allison.

A Letter from &bert Harper, Colonel De Witt, and

"Sm: I am directed by the Committee of Safety to enclose the com-
missions for your Regiments ll","1'eeable to your request, but the Com-
mittee, being furnished with proper evidence of the rank or merit of
officers, have left the commissions undated. In doing of which the
Committee doubts not but you will do your best endeav;Jurs to fix an
arrangement upon the justest of princi{Jles.

"I am likewise directed to inform you that when the resolves passed
for raising your Battalion, and the Field-Officers appointed to command
the same, it was R!\,reed that Orange C~}\~nty should be entitled to the
oldest Captain, which you will please to observe in giving out the com-
missions.

Lewis Graham, the Committee appointed to form an arrange-
ment of the Troops raised and to be raised in this State,
dated at the White-Plains, 24th instant, informing the Com-
mittee of tbe progress tbey had made in the businessof their
appointment, and requesting a supply of clothing might be
sent to the Troops of this States, was read.

A Letter from Peter T. Ou,rtrnius, dated at Paramus,
24th instant, enclosing a Resolution of the Convention of
tbis State of 29th AI/gust, authorizing him to borrow, on
the credit of this State, £ 10,000. Another Letter from
Mr. Curtenills, of the same date, informing that his box,
with all his Accounts of the publick, are at Mr. Paulding's,
at or near Tarry- Town, and requeststhat they may be sent
for, to prevent their fallinginto the enemy's hands.

Resolved, That Dr. Van Wycke be requested to engage
quarters for the detachment of Horse under the command
of Major Sheldon, amongst such of the inhabitants as are
willing and best enabled to receive and subsist them in the
mostexpeditiousmanner possible,the commanding officer
paying for the same at a reasonablerate; and in easehe
should not be able to procure sufficient quarters in season-
able time, that he be then empowered to billet them
amongst such inhabitants who are best qualified to receive
them, in the mmt equitable proportions, and in such apart-
ments of the housesas can best be spared.

Dr. JJ1alachiTreat attending, produced an Account of
£88 lOs. for his attendance and medicine given to the sol-
diers of the First Battalion of New- York Troops, and to
several Companies under the command of General Lee,
(they not having a Surgeon or Mate to attend them,) pur-
suant to an order of the Provincial Congressof New- York,
belJ"inningabout the middle of Febru,ary, seventeen hundred
and seventy-six, and ending about the middle of April fol-
lowing; as also an account of £ 18 17.~.6d., for his attend-
ance and medicine given to the soldiers of Colonel Lasher's
and Colonel Drake's Regiments, in General ScQtt's Brigade,
total, £ 107 7s. 6d. Difficul ties arose in !be minds of the
Members respecting the said Accounts: Whereupon the
Doctor made the following, deposition at the foot of the said
Account, viz:

"Dr. ltL Treat being duly sworn, deposeth and saith:
That the above Account of £ 107 7s. 6d. is, to the best of
his knowledge and belief, just and true; that with respect
to the particulars of the Account of £88 10s., an accollnt
tbereof was delivered "to the Committe~ appointed by the
Provincial Congress of New- York for auditing accollnts,
who directed the same to be delivered to the Quartermaster-
General of the Continental Army for payment; the Quar-
termaster-General referred it to tbe Director-General of the
Hospital; that he, the saidDr. Treat, bath applied to those
gentlemen for payment, or to have his original account.
returned to him, neither of which he hath been able to
procure; that as to the charge of £18 17s.6d., he has it
not in his power to make out an account of th~ particulars
thereof, neither is it in his power to make out an account of
the particularsof the account of £88 IDs., as his accounts,
which were deposited in his chest at Harlem, have been
destroyed by the troops.

" M
-
T

.

"ALACHI R.EAT.

Sworn before me this 26th October, 1776:
PIERRE V AN CO.ftTLANDT,Vice President.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to Dr.
M. Treat the sum of £ 107 7s. 6d., in full for the above-
mentioned Accounts, taking his receipt for the same, and
that tbe Treasurer charge tbe same to Continental account.

Saturday night, October 26th, 1776.

The Committee met, (and no business transacted.) Col-
onel Cortlandt, Mr. Yates, Mr. Itliller, Mr. Adgate, Mr.
Wisner, Mr. Allison, Mr. Mills, Mr. Lockwood, Mr. New-
kirk, Mr. Landon, Mr, Smith.

Monday morning, October 28th, 1776.

The Committee met.

Present: Colonel Van Cortlandt, Vice President.
NEw-YoRK-Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Harper. -
ALBANy-Mr.Yates, Mr. Adgate.
ULSTER-Colonel De Witt.
SUFFoLK-Mr. Sml:th, Mr. ]}Iiller.
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DUTCHEss-Mr. Landon.
WESTCHEsTER-Mr. Mills, Judge Grahmn, Major Luck-
. wood, Colonel Cortlandt.

One Member wantillg, the Committee adjourned till this
afternoon.

Monday afternoon, October 28th, 1776,

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present : Colonel Van Cortlandt, Vice President.
NEw- YORK-Mr. Harper, Mr. Roosevelt.
ALBANy-Mr. Yates, Mr. Ad<1'ate.
SUFFoLK-Mr. Smith, Mr. ~iiller.
ULSTER-Colonel J)e Witt.
DUTCHEss-Mr. Landon, Mr. Schenck, Mr. Sacket.
WESTCHEsTER-Mr. ft'Iills, Judge Graham, Mr; Lock-

wood, Colonel Cortlandt.

Major Lockwood's Report relative to the removal Qf Pris-
oners of War from Salem and Poundri"age, being read, is in
the words following,viz:

.

"Monday P. M., Qctober 28th, 1776,

"Major Lockwood reports, that pursuant to the Resolutions
of this Committee on the 8th instant, directing him to pro-
ceed to Poundridge and Bedford, in Westchl!ster County,
and givff directions relative to the Prisoners of War at those
places, he proceeded to Bedford aforesaid, and found it
necessary to re-move such Prisoners of War as yet remained
there.

"
Thilt Samuel Cox, Master of the Sloop Charlotte Trans-

port, Joseph Wookomb, Chief Mate of the Ship Blue Moun-
tain Valli;Y, Thomas Rimmington Harris, Mate of the
Savage Sloop, Richard Bruere, Midshipman, and William
Elder, Volunteer, had severally escaped and fled fi'om thence,
in violation of their paroles, and could not be heard of though
endeavours had been used by the Committee to apprehend
them. '

"That John .Simpson, late Ma.ster or Captain of the
Saville Transport-Victualler, James Auchmuty, Storekeeper
in the Engineer's Department, together with his wife and
family, and William McDermot, were yet remaining there.
That he had, with the consent and approbation of the three
prisoners last-mentioned, changed their respective paroles,
and taken of each of them a new parole,* to repair to Dan-
bury, in the State of Connecticut, and there, or within six
miles thereof, to continue during the present war; and that
he had sent them to the care of the Committee at Danbury,
under the guard of Jesse Slason, where they were received
by the Committee, as appears by a draft of a letter from
Mr. Lockwood to that Committee, and their answer, signed
bv Thomas Stevens, Chairman.

J

" Major Lockwood further reports, that he proceeded to
Poundridge, where nine men, (and one child,) privates were

"prisoners. That one of them, named John Gibbons, was
lame, and in a place which appeared a place of safety from
the enemy, and is therefore left to remain there for the
present. That the other eight men and child, prisoners,
taken on board of or from different vessels, viz : James Wil-
son, John 1Uurry, Samuel Coppin, Jel'emiah Reerdor, Henry
Killgrove, lUichael Cowney, Cesar Freeman, William Pat-
terson and his child, were ~ent under guard to Woodbury, in
the State of Connecticut, in charge of Lieutenant Samuel
Bouten and five privates of the Militia.

"That he, Major Lockwood, in the course of this busi'-
n.ess, ad vanced the following sums of money, viz: To James

"1, James.Rt!chmuty, being made a prisoner of war by the Army of
the Thirteen United Coloniesof North .!lmerica, do promise and engage,
on my word and honQll.!"and on the faith of a gentleman, to depart from
hence to the Township of Danbury, in the County of FairjielJ, in the
State of Connecticut, being the place of my. Ilestination and residence,
and there, or within six miles thereof, to remain during the present war
between Great Britain and the said United Colonies,or until t~e Congress
of the said United Colonies,or the Assembly, Convention, or Committee
or Council of Safety of the said Colon y shaH order otherwise; and that 1
will not, directly or indirectly, give any intelligence whatsoever to the
enemies of the United Colonies, or do or say any thing in opposition to,
or in I?rejudice of, the measures and proceedings of any Congress for
the sald Colonies during the present troubles, or until 1 am duly ex-
changed or discharged.

Given under my hand this 20th day of October,A. D. 1776.
JAMES AtrCHMUTY,

Storekeeper in the Engineer's Department.
Parole of honour of Jolin Simpson, Master of the Ship Saville, a Vic-

tualling-Transport, same date, place, and endorsement as the preceding.
Parole of honour of William Jl-IcDermQIl,same date, place, and en-

dorsement as the preceding.

FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. III.

Auchmuty, on account of tbe subsistence of 2 Dollars per
week allowed him, 8 Dollars; to William McDe1'mott, on
the like account, 3 Dollars; to John Simpson, do., 3 Dol-
lars; to Jos, Owens, for an ox-cart and team of fi}ur cattle
to transport Aucltmuty's effi~cts,72' Dollars; to the expenses
and allowances to Captain Seeley and Jesse Slawson as a
guard to said prisoners, the first with one man with him from
Bedford to Poundridge, and the other with two horses to
remove Auchmuty's wife and child from Poundridge to
Danbury, in the whole 1~ Dollars; to Lieutenant Samuel
Bouton, for expenses disbursed in maintaining eight men and
a child, provisions himself and a guard of five armed men
from Poundridge to Woodbu1'Y, in tlie State of Connecticut,
14i- Dollars; and for pay to tbe said Samuel Bouton and
his said guard, including horses to assist themselves and
some of tbe prisoners (one of the prisoners being an o]d man
and some of them indisposed) from Pounrlridge to Wood-
bury aforesaid, for four and a half days, only 72' Dollars;
and that Major Lockwood paid for his own disbursements
1 DoJlar; amounting in the \'v-hole to 48i- Dollars, or
£19 5s. 4d., New-York money.

"Major Lockwood further reports, thathe was informed
by the Committee of Bedford tbat the prisoners who escaped
from tbence had left sundry effects at the placE'swhere they
were respectively lodged, which effects he has dirE'cted to
be inventoried by the said Committee, and that the inven-
tory be returned to the Convention of this State. That,
on the 13th September last, Francis Clemmens, a prisoner,
deserted from PoundTidge, and on the 24rh September
William Metcalf, another prisoner, who was absent or about
to make his escape,was, by order of the Committee there,
sent to Westchester Jail.

" E L "BENR. OCKWOOD.

Mr. Harper, of the Committee appointed to repair to
the camp at or near King's Bridge, re1ativeto the new
arrangement, delivered in an account of the expenses of
the said Committee in the course of their journey.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to Robert
Harper, Esq., the sumof fOl'ty-one Dollars, to reimburse the
Committee who were appointed to repair to tbe camp at or
near King's Bridge, f~r the purpose mentioned in the Reso-
lutions of Congress relative to appointing officers; and the
furthersum of two Dollars, to reimburse Mr. IIarper for so
much by him paid for the use of a craft to convey him from
the town of Harlem to Flushing, on Nassau Island, to
attend to the disposal of some of the indigent inhabitants of
the City of New- York.

Ordered, That the Secretaries of the Convention of this
State, as Commissaries of the Prisoners of War in this State,
pay to Major Lockwood the sum of forty-eight Dollars and
one-sixth part of a DoJJar, amounting- to £ 19 5s. 4d., for his
disbursements on account of the Prisoners of War late in
WestchesterCounty, in this State, taking Major Lock-
wood's receipt for the same.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to Major
Lockwood the sum of 21s. 4d., to reimburse him his ex-
penses in going to Stamford, in Connecticut, on publick
business by order of Convention of this State; and take his
receipt for the 'same.

MI'. lIenry Schenck, who was appointed by the Conven-
tion of this State an agent to assist the Commissary-General
of the, Continental, A~my, now in Westchester COUTJty,in
procurmg and sendmg down FJour for the use of tbe said
Army, requested of tbis Committee, on behalf of tbe said
Commissary-General, the lo<).nof £2,800, to be repaid by
the said Com~issary-General, or tbe said Henry Schenck,
as soon as possible.

Ordered, Tbat the Treasurer of this State advance to
l\lajor Henry Schenck (who was appointed by the Conven-
tion of this State an Agent to assist the Commissary-Gen-
~I'al of tI~e Continent~l Army, now in Westchester County,
In proclll'mg and sendmg down Flour for the use of the said
Army) the sum of £2,800, to be repaid by the said Com-
missary-General, or tbe said Henry Scltenck, as Soon as
possible.

A Letter from Lynde Lord, Jailor, of Litchfield, relative
to Isaac and Israel Young.~, dated 26th October and a
Petition of Isaac and Israel Youngs, dated 25th October,
was referred to Jt1dgeGraham and Colonel De Witt. '

General MijJlin. sent back the Resolutions relative to

18
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Dally, who maltreated Weeks's man, with a note on the back,
informing tbe Committee that Dally shall be sent down to
give such satisfaction as the Committee may require.

Tuesday morning, October 29th, 1776.

The Committee of Safety met.
Present: Colouel Van Cortlandt, Vice President.

NEw-YoRK-Mr. Harper, Colonel Brasher.
WESTCHEsTER-Major Lockwood, Colonel Van Cortlandt,

Judge Graham, Mr. Mills.
ALBANy-Mr. A. Yates,. MI'. Adgate.
TRYON-Mr. Newkirk.
SUFFoLK-Mr. W. Smith, Mr. Miller.
ORANGE-Mr. Little, Mr. Wisnel'.
DUTCHESS-M r. Landon.

A Letter from Tench Tilghman, Esq., dated at Head-
Quarters, White-Plains, October 27th, 1776, containing the
daily intelligence and disposition of tbe Army, of tbe taking
a party of Rogers's Rangers, some British and Waldecker
Troops, and enclosing tbe Examination of James Budd, tbe
principal among those disaflected taken in Westchester
County by the Army.

Tuesday afternoon, October 29th, 1776.

The Committee met.

Present: Colonel Van Cortlandt, President.
ALBANy-Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Adgate.
ORANGE-Mr. Little, Mr. Wisner.
ULSTER-Mr. Wisner.
DUTCHEss-Mr. Landon.
SUFFoLK-Mr. Smith, Mr. Miller.
TRYON-Mr. Newkirk.
WESTCHEsTER-Mr. Mills, Mr. Lockwood, Colonel V.

Cortlandt, Judge Graham.

John Canfield, Esq., Adjutant to a Regiment of Light-
Horse from the State of Connecticut, produced to the Com-
mittee of Safety different bills of cbarges, delivered in by
different persons for tbe board of part of the said Regi~ent,
by which it appears that they are charged at very different
rates; and, on behalf of Major Shelden, requested this Com-
mittee would fix some regulation by which the said accounts
may be discharged, that he may do equal justice.

Thereupon the Committee fixed the following regulation
of prices for the payment of those accounts: viz: Is. 6d.
per day for each man for boarding, lodging, diet, &c.; 9d.
for each horse per day, and 38. per bushel for oats.

A Letter from James Duane, Robert Yates, and Jacob
Cuyler, Esqrs., tbe Committee appointed to go to Albany to
make an arrangement of Officers, dated 24th October, stating
that they have appointed Recruiting Officers at proper sta-
tions, and given them their instructions; and, to avoid delay,
had borrowedtwelvehundredPounds to furnish the Recruit-
ing Officers with tbe means of proceeding immediately on
this service, was read.

A Letter from Robert Yates, Esq., Cbairman of the
Committee of the Convention now at Albany, dated Octo-
ber 27th, enclosing copies of Letters from General Gates
and General Arnold, both dated at Ticonderoga, October
24th, and directed to General Schuyler, was read and filed.

A Letter frorn Messrs. Tudor Sf Lawrence, at Pough-
keepsie, dated October 28th, informing wben the Ships will
belauncbed.

A Letter from Colonel Peter R. Livingston, tbe Presi-
dent, dated at Esopus, October 26th, mentioning his success
in procuring Flour to the Northward, was also read.

A Letter from Peter T. Curtenius, dated at Philadel-
phia, October 20th, 1776, relative to his conduct, and the
quantities of the different articles purchased for the use of
the Troops, and requesting that money may be sent to him
at Paramus, was read.

A Letter from JosephHallett, dated at Prince- Town,
October 22d, 1776, relative to his proceedings with respect
to tbe Prizes taken by Captain Rogers.

Ordered, That Major Lockwood be requested to proceed
immediately to Westchester County, and make inquiry
where .the Records of the Town Clerk's Office of the City
and County of New- York, as a]so the publick Records of
the Loan Officers and Supervisors of 111eCounty of West-

chester are deposited, and that he use his best endpavours to
cause thprrl to be safely conveyed to such place of imfety as
he shall judge prudent; and that this Committee will make
provision fol' paying tbe expense attending the same.

Ordered, That the Treasmer of this State send to Jamer
Duane, Robert Yates, and Jacob Cuyler, Esqrs., at Albany,
who were appointed a Cornruittpe to repair to Albany and
Ticonderoga to take measures for carrying into exeeution
the Resolutions of Congress relative to the raising of Troops
and appointing of Officers in the Continental service, by
John Visher, who is employed as an Express by the said
Committee, the sum of one thousand two hundred Pounds,
and take his receipt to deliver the same to those gentlemen,
or either oftbem. .

A draft of a Letter to Robert Yates, Esq., Chairman of
the Committee of Convention now at Albany, in answer to
theirs recei \'ed and read this morning, was read and approved
of, and is in the words fo1l0wing, viz:

"Fishkill, October 29th, 1776.

"
SIR: The C~)tnmittee of Safety have received the letter

of your Committee by express, enclosing minutes of the
Committee of the County of Albany, relative to the depart-
ment of the Deputy Commissary-General. The exertions
which tbey have made to procure the necessary supply for <

the Northern Army are bighly laudable, and deserve the
warmest approbation of tbe Committee of Safety.

"We have been loudly called upon by his Excellency
General WashingtQn to forward a supply of flour for tbe use
of tbe Army at the White-Plains. We have devised all the
means we can think of to prevent the Army from ~uffering
for the want of that article, copy of which you will see by our
resolutions, which we now transmit you. Weare of opinion
that if a similar mode was adopted to the northward it
would be productive of good effects. We are informed that
there are several mills between Albany llnd Lake George,
which migbt be kept con~tantly employed in manufacturing
flour for the Northern Army, if the Commissary-General
would engage persons to purchase up grain, and to have it
transported to the mills most contiguous. It would, how-
ever, be needless in us to enter into a particular d~tail on
this subject. Your Committee,. from being on the spot,
are the best judges of what {hrtber measures will be neces-
sary for supplying that Army, and are invested witb full
powers for carrying into execution all such measures as
you shall think effectual for repelling the invasions of the
enemy on the northern and western frontiers. Whilst we,
therefore, in this quarter exert ourselves in devising and exe-
cuting whatever shall appear to us most conducive to the
publick safety, we trust that your attention and zeal will
not be wanting in giving vigour to our militaryoperationsto
the northward, in quelling, by such means as you shall deem
most prudent, the insurrections of the disaffected in that part.

We highly approve of your having detained those detach-
ments of the Militiawhich you mention,for that purpose;
but it is not in our power to order up tbe detachment under
the command of Colonel Van Rensselaer,as we havenow
in custody near two hundred and twenty dangerous and dis-
affected persons, whom we propose removing to Exeter, in
the State of New-Hampshire. A detachment of seventy-
six persons of this stamp was sent off a few days ago; and
from the information we bave received from the Committee
appointed by the Convention of this State for inquiring into
and detecting all conspiracies which may be formed in tbis
State against the liberties of America, we have reason t'O
think that there will be a neceCssity of apprehending and
removing several other persons. You_must, therefore, be
sensible that no deeendance can be put on this quarter.
Should you find it necessal'yto employ a further force for the
purpose of s~izingand securing the disaffected,we recommend
it to you to endea vour to raise as many men in the Massa-
chusetts- Bay Government as yon shall think necessary.

"We transmit you a copy of the last intelligence we have
receivedfromHead-Quarters. We flatter ourselves that our
accounts from the northward will be equally favourable.

" Weare, gentlemen, with great respect, yours, &c.
"To Robert Yates, Esq., Chairman of the Committee

appointed to repair to .!1lbany to confer with General
Schuyler on devising and carrying into executio]l
the measures necessary for repelling the invasion
of the enemy's Army on the northern and western
frontiers of this State."
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Resolutions authorizing Henry Schenck to purchase
Wheat, ami to exempt Coopers for two months from mili-
tary duty, was.read and agreed.'*'

A draft of a Letter to James Duane, Robert Yates, and
Jacob Cuyler, Esquires, Committee of Arrangement hoW at
.Albany, in answer to theirs received this morning, was read
and approved of, and is in the words following, to wit:

. "In CommitteeofSafety,&c.,29thOctober,1776.
"GENTLF.MEN: We have yours of the 24th instant before

us, and approve of the method you have pursued in appoint-
ing recruiting officers, and now send you by the express the
twelve hundred pounds you have borrowed for that purpose.
We would beg leave to recommend to you the calJingin the
Members of the Committee appointed to confer with Gen-
cl'al Schuyler, so as to make a quorum; without that you
may return with all convenient speed to Fishkill, to Join
Colonel De Witt, Judge Graham, and Mr. Harper, (who
are already arrived,) to finish the arrangement. We would
not, howevel', by any means advise you to leave Albany in
this critical situation of affairs, unless there be a quorum of
that Committee without you; and if you cannot all leave
that Committee, we advise that so many of you do come to
Fishkill as can be spared from those, leaving a quorum of
that Committee sufficient for the business.

" Weare, &c.

" Messrs. Duane, Yates, and Cuyler, Albany."

Wednesday morning, 30th October, 1776.

The Committee met.
Present: Golonel V. Cortlandt, Vice President.

NEw-YORK-Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Harper, Colonel Brasher.
ALBANy-Mr. Yates, Mr. .Adgate.
ULsTER-Major Parks.
SUFFoLK-Mr. Smith, Mr. Miller.
DUTCHEss-Mr. Landon.
WESTCHEsTER-Mr. ~Iills, Colonel V. Cortlandt, Judge

Graham.
TRYON-..:.-Mr.Newkirk.

No business of an urgent nature, the Committee adjourned
till this afternoon.

Wednesday afternoon, October 30th, 1776,

The Committee met.
Present: Colonel Van Cortlandt, Vice President.

NEW-YoRK-Mr. Roosevelt.
WESTCHEsTER-Mr. b'Iills, Colonel Cortlandt, Judge Gra-

ham.
ALBANy-Mr. A. Yates, Mr. .Adgate.
TRYON-Mr. Newkirk.
SUFFoLK-Mr. Smith, Mr. Miller.
ULsTER-Mr. Contine, Major Parks.
DUTCHEss-Major Landon.

On motion of Mr. Adgate, secooded by Mr. Yates,
Res()lved, That the further sum of nine hundred and

eighty Pounds be transmitted ~o the Committee of Albany,
~ for the Pay, Bounty, and SubsIstence of the Rangers; that

"OCTOBER 29th, 1776.-Whereas this Committee have been called
upon by his Excellency General Wa.,hington, by a Letter received from
Tench Tilghman, dated October 26, 1776, to exert themselves in devisinO'
aU possible means for the expeditious supply of Flour for the .Ilmerica~
A.rmy, in the County of Westchester:

Resolved, That Henry Schenck, Esq., or such Agents as he may think
proper to employ, be empowered to purchase up Wheat for the use of
the Continental Army; and that he cause the same to be manufactured
Il1to Flour and transported to the Landings most contiguous to the pltlces
where the same may be manufactured, with the utmost despatch.

Resolved, That the names of all persons who shall refuse to part with
their Wheat ata reasonable rate be forth with returned to the Commit-
tee of Safety or to the Convention of this State, in order that proper
mea~ures may be devised for pr.eventi_n.g the pub]ick interest from beIng
aacnficed to the perverseness, disaffection, or avarice of individuals.

Resolved, That Henry Schenck
.

, E
.

sq
.

., or the Agents by him employed

in purc\Jasing Wheat, be aut~orized to impress DrIvers, Wagons,
Tea!lls, Ox-Carts, or other carn~ges, for ~he purpose of executing with
the utmost despatch the Resoluttons of thIs Committee.

Resolved, That aU the Coopers in the Counties of Dutchess, Westches-
ter, Orange, Ulster, .albany, Tryon, and Charlotte, be exempted from all
Militia duty of w~at kind soever for the space of two months from tn~
date hereof, provIded alway

.

s that the said Coorers
.

are employed in
exercising their trade in making and preparing Flour, Beef, and Por~
Barrels.

Ordered, That copies of these Resolutions be transmitted to his Excel-
lency General Washin{:ton, to the Comm.issary-General, and to the Com-
mittee of the Convent!on of this ~"'te now sitting at .albany; and further,
that the last ResolutIOn, respectmg the Coopers, be transl11itted to the
Commanding Officer of the Militia in the Counties above-mentioned.

the Treasurer of this State pay t~at sum to Abraham Yate"
Jun., Esquire, to be deliveredto the said Committee for the
purposes aforesaid, and that the said Commiuee regulate
themselves in paying the said money agreeable to the resG-
luti9ns of the Convention of the Representatives of thili
State on the 23d day of July last, for raising, mustering, and
payin~ the said Rangers, and the resolves and instructions
of this Committee of the 21st instant for the same purpose;
and the said Committee are directed to be particularly care-
ful that every Muster~Roll of each Company of Rangers be
returned on oath by each Commissioned Officer of each
Company, making return before it is transmitted to the Con-
vention, and that they do not advance the last moiety of the
bounty, or any payor subsistence for any Rangers but such
as are armed and accoutred agreeable to the said resolu-
tion. .

Sergeant Sickles atteJ:idingwith twenty Coopers, informed
that he had no means of subsistence for the said Coopers.

Ordered, That Robert Benson, Esquire, one of the Sec-
retaries, advance 5! Dollars to Sergeant Sickles on his re-
ceipt, for the ~ubsistence of the said Coopers, taking a receipt
for the same 111the name of Henry Schenck, Esq.

The Committee took into consideration the Letter from
Peter T. Curtenius, dated the 20th, and received on the
29th instant, stating the sums he has advanced for clothing
and the sums he is indebted, and requesting an advance of
fifteen thousand Pounds. After some time spent therein, the
further consideration thereof was postponed till to-morrow.

A Leuer* from Mr. McNeal, stating that John Kane
refuses to receive Congress money in parment of his
Mortgage.

Ordered, To lie on the tl\ble.
On motion of Mr. Adgate,

~

Ordered, That MI'. Abraham Yates and Mr. Wisner be
a Committee to devise and report ways and means for ob-
taining intelJigence from Albany and keepinD"up a reD"ular
communication between Fishkill and Albany.

.,

Major Strang, from Wltite-Plains, on request, attended
and informed this Committee of the intelligence fium the
Army, and their present situation.

Thursday morning, .31st October, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjouroment. .

Present: Colonel V. Cortlandt, Vice President.
NEW-YORK-Mr. Brasher, MI'. Harper, NIl'. Roosevelt.
ALBANy-Mr. Yates, Mr. Adgate;
SUFFoLK-Mr. W. Smith, Mr. Miller.
ORANGE--:Mr. Wisner, Mr. Little.
ULsTER-Mr. Contine, Mr. Parks.
WESTCliEsTER-:Mr. Mills.
TRYON-Mr. Newkirk.

On motion, Ordered, That :Mr.Robert Harper be added
to the Committee appointed on the 17th instant to inven-
tory all the goods belonging to the State fit for soldiers' use,
and procur.e the same to be made up for soldiers' use, that
the Committee may prosecute that necessary business.

On motion of Mr. Mills,
Ordered, That Mr. Abraham Yates and Mr. Landon

be a Committee to inquire whether the Rangers under the
command-of Captain-Commandant .It!. Smith will continue
in the service during the war, and to report a proper
arrangement for that purpose. .

Ordered, That Major Parks be added to the Committee
appointedyesterdayto devise ways and means for obtaininD"
intelligence from Albany and keepina up a rectular com~
munication between Fishkill and Alfj~ny.

Q

And Ordered, That the powers of that Committee be

"To the Hmourahle Convention at the FUHKILL.S: The humble Petition
of WILLIAM McNEAL:

.That a twelve month la,st May past, my father-in-law James Wiltsie,
did take up of Mr. John Cam the sum of two hundred Pounds, for which
we gave our note of hand payable for the same to the said John Cain.
And that last February, the said John. Cain demanded ]anded security for
the said money, and that DIY father-I.n-law James Wiltsie did give hIm a
mortgage for the same, to one Captam .Montresure, of the British Army'
and t~at my fa,ther-in-Iaw ~o.w decea~ed, the place has fell to me, and'
have smc~ applied to the said John Cam to payoff' the said mortO'age
and inte~~t, and denies having ~ny interest. or the ~oney, and ther~fore
your petitioner prays your adnce and assIstance In the affa.ir, in order
that he may have the mortgage taken up. WM. McNI':'AL,

FJSHIUL~LS, October 30th, 1776.
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increa~ecJ,and that they devise ways and means for the
conveying intelligence to other parts of the State by pub-
lishing Handbills, Newspapers, or otherwise.

The Committee resumed the consideration of the Letter
of Peter T. Curtenius, or the 20th instant, which was re-
ceived on the 29th, and read yesterday.

Ordered, That the sum of £ 15,000 be immediately
remitted to Peter T. Curtenius, for the purposes of paying
for the Clothing, &c., that he has purchased for the use of
the Troops raised or to be raised in this State.

That the Treasurer or this State deliver that sum to
Robert Benson, one of the Secretaries, to be conveyed to
Mr. Curtenius, who is directed to return a receipt to the
Treasurer for the same.

And ResobJed, That Colonel Curtenius be directed to have
the goods by him purchased at Philadelphia and in New-
Jersey, transported to Perhamus, or such other place of safety
in his neighbourhood as he may think a proper place of
safety, and have the same there stored until the further order
of the Convention or Committee of Sarety of this State.

A Letter from Egbert Dumont, Esq., dated 25th Septem-
ber, containing his reasons for not complying with the order of
the Convention of this State of the 12th of Septembcrlast,
directing him to account with the Treasurer for moneys
advanced him, was received and read:

Thereupon, Resolved, That it is the opinionof this Com-
mittee that the reasons contained in the said Letter are
unsatisfactory and insufficient.

Therefore, Ordered peremptorily, That the said Egbert
Dumont do immediately comply with the said Oruer.

And Ordered, That the Secretaries transmit a copy of
this aforegoing Resolve and Order to Mr. Dumont without
delay.

Thursday, P. M., October31st, 1776.
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, President.

ALBANy-Mr. fidgate.
SUFFoLK-Mr. W. Smith, Mr. ,~Iiller.
ULsTER-Mr. Cantine, Mr. Parks.
DUTCHEss-Mr Platt.
ORANGE-Mr. Little.

Resolved, That Commissary Wyckoff supply twenty-one
men with Provisions, being the Coopers sent here by Gen-
eral James Clinton, until they are otherwise provided for by
Mr. Henry Schenck.

After the daily Rider came in, present: Mr. Duer, Mr.
Newkirk, and Colonel De Witt.

Uriah Mitchell, one of the daily Riders from this place
to the Head-Quarters, applied to this Committee for Cash
on account of his wages:

Ordered, That the Treasurer of tpe Convention of this
State advance to the said Uriah Mitchell one hundred
Dollars, on account of his wages, taking his receipt for
the same.

Friday morning, November 1st, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Colonel V. .Cortlandt, President.

NEW-YoRK-Mr.Roosevelt.
ORANGE-Mr. Little.
ALBANY-Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Adgate.
TRYON-MI'. Newkirk.
SUFFOLK-Mr. W. Smith, Mr. Miller.
CHARLoTTE-Mr. Duer.
ULsTER-Mr. Cantine, Mr. Parks.
DUTCHEss-Mr. Landon.
WESTCHEsTER-Mr. ltlills, Colonel Van Cortlc;ndt.

One of the Officers of the present Eastern Tl'Oops, who
lodges at ~octor Graham's, on yesterday evening applied to
the ComrOlttee of Safety, and desired that he mio-ht remain
in one room in the Academy, as they board with him and
it may be a convenience to the Officers. '

Ordered, That Doctor Graham be at liberty to remain
in the room in the Academy until the fUl,ther order of the
Convention or the Committee of Safety of this State.

The Committee approved of the order for paying one

hundred Dollars to Mitchel,. the Rider, made yesterday, and
his receipt for the same. -

A Letter /i'om R. R. Livingston, Esq., ~ne oftbe Com-
mittee sent to the northward, dated at Albany, 23d October,
1776.

A Letter from Peter R. Livingston, dated Manor Liv-
ingston, October 29th, 1776, was read.

Whereas, by a Letter received /i'om Peter R. Li1Jingston,
Esq., bearing date ~9th ultimo, it appears a Second Lieu-
tenant is .muchwanted in Captain Goosbeek's Company,
the better to enable said Company to answer the purpose for
which they was raised:

Therefore Resolved, That Samucl L Ten Braeck be ap-
pointed Second Lieutenant in the said Company.

A Letter from Robert Yates, Esq., Chairman of the Com-
mittee sent to Albany, was received and read, and is in the
words foUowing, to wit:

"Albany, October 25th, 1776.

"SIR: Wernet in Committee yesterday, on the arrival of
the gentlemen appointed to arrange the Army from Saratoga.
A number of important objects immediately engaged our
attention; a capital one is tbe supplying the Army at Ticon-
deroga, and tbe military marching to their assistance. The
papers which we have the honour to transmit will show the
steps which have been taken by the Committee of this
County to aid the Deputy Commissary-General here, who,
without tbeir exertion, we fear would not have been able to
procure the necessary supply. At the best, it will, on so
sudden an occasion, be a difficult task.

"It has added to our anxiety to learn,by a letter from
General Wa.~hingtonto Mr. Livingston, that the Army in
that quarter was also in danger of being distressed for want
of provisions. His Excellency entreats Mr. Livingston to use
his influence to send without delay flour and beef for that
Army towards the White-Plrtins, and also a number of
teams, the more the better, to ~id in removing the Army as
occasion may require. We submit it to your consideration
whether, if teams cannot now easily be got from the east-
ward, it will not be advisable to order down a sufficient
number belonging to such persons in the Manor Living-
ston, Kinderhook, and Dutchess County, as cannot be trust-
ed with arms. If this plan shouldbe adopted, every owner
of a carriage should be directed to supply himself with a
week's provision, to ease the Commissary as much as possi-
ble.

"The spirit of disaffection has appeared at Hellebergh,
King's District, and Coxsackie, in this County, and it re-
quires vigorous measures to oppose and suppress it. Nothing
is more necessary than that the jails here should be cleared
of the State prisoners without delay, and the more especially
as all the Militia of this city and neighbourhood are marched.
We have therefore advised the County Committee to send
those prisoners, with the causes of their confinement, to
Fishkill, by water, in order to be forwarded to one of the
neighbouring States, or disposed of as you shall judge most
advisable. It would have been imprudent, in every view, to
have marched them to another State at this junctUl'e, when
none but the disaffected remain in the County, and many of
them are in arms, and have threatened a rescue. We have
found it necessaryto detain a part of Colonel Van Ness's
Claverack regiment, consisting of about one hundred and
forty men, here, to oppose the designs of the disaffected at
the Hellebergh. As they are much wanted to the northward,
we did it with very great reluctance; and, indeed, it could
only have been justifiable on the most urgent necessity. It
is much to be wished that Colonel Van Renselaer, with
part or detachments of two regiments under his command,
could immediately be ordered up to King's District, to which
we have been able, notwithstanding the importunity of the
inhabitants, to send only a small detachment of fifteen Ran-
gers, commanded by a Lieutenant, and to direct Colonel
Whiting to raise one hundred men in that neighbourhood
and the Massachusetts Government. A party of fifty, of
the Scohary regiment and some of the Manor regiment, are
detached to Coxsackie, where they are employed in dispers-
ing and seizing the disaffected who are now in arms, and
there is yet no account of their progress. We have tbought
it advisable to direct the few armed and well-affected Militia
of the Manor of Livingston, to be detained and kept in
readiness for the internal service of the County, conceiving
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it unsafe, when the spirit of revolt is sO prevalent in that
quarter, to leave it defenceless. The information from
King's District and the Hellebergh are enclosed.

" Weare sir, your most humble servants,
"By order: ROBERTYATES,Chairman.

"To Peter R. Livingston, Esquire, President of the Con-
vention of the State of New- York. '

Die Veneris, November 1st, 1776,4 o'clock, P. M.
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Colonel P. Van Cortlandt, Vice President.

NEW-YORK-Mr. Harper.
W ESTCHE5TER-CoJonel Van Cortlandt, Mr. Mills.
ALBANy-Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Adgate.
ORANGE-Mr. Little.
SUFFoLK-Mr. W. Smith, Mr. Miller.
TRYoN-Mr. Newkirk.
ULsTER-Mr. Cantine, Major Parks.
DUTcHEss-Mr. Landon.

Captain-Commandant Melancton Smith and Captain
William Clark, respectively, delivered in their Muster-Rolls,

-and the Pay and Billeting or Subsistence RoHs of their late
respective Companies of Rangers,. whose time of service
now expires. The pay and billeting money, or allowance
for rations and necessaries, from the 26th July to 31st Octo-
ber inclusive, amounting, in the whole, to the sum of £877
Is. IOld., as appears by the said Rolls, and also by certifi-
cate signed by Mr. G. Bancker, Deputy Treasurer, and
Clerk or Assistant to the Auditor-General, that he has
examined the same, and finds them just, and the pay and
billeting money and allowance for divers necessaries, due to
Captain Clark's Company, amount to £921 14s. 5~d., as
appears by the like rolls, and a similar certificate of Mr.
Bancker.*

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to Cap-
tain M. Smith the sum of £449 Is. Wid., which, together
with the sum of £428, by order of the Convention of this
State, paid to Egbert Benson, Esq., to be applied to the
payment of the wages and subsistence of the Companies
un.der the command of Captain Smith, and applied accord-
inglyon the 16th day of September last, amounts to the said
sum of £877 Is. Wid., and ordered that the said Treasu-
rer pay to the said Captain William Clark, on his receipt,
the sum of £921 14s. 5~d., in full for the pay and billeting
money due to that Company.

Mr. Abraham Yates, from the Committee appointed for
the purpose, brought in a Report, devising means of a steady
communication of intelligence between Fishkill and Albany.
The said Report was read, and the consideration thereof was
postponed until to-mortow.

Die Sabbati, November 2d, 1776,A. M.
The Committee met pursuant to adjournm~nt.

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Vice President.
N EW-YORK-Mr. Harper, Mr. Roosevelt.
ORANGE-Colonel Allison, Mr. Little.
ALBANY-Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Adgate.
TRYON-Mr. Newkirk.
SUFFoLx-Mr. W. Smith, Mr. Miller.
ULsTER-Mr. Contine, Mr. Parks.
DUTCHEss-Mr. Landon.

A Letter from Jacob Odell, dated and received y()sterday,
was read. He thereby informs, that through sickness he is
confined to Benjamin Dyckman'Il, and is unable to ride, and
must, therefore, quit that busin~; that as ge is unable to
ride he has sent up his brother with his Account.

The saUl Account being also read, consists of the follow-
ing articles, viz:
To riding express from Philipsburg to New- York

and returning, twenty-seven miles, -' - £] 7 0
To do. Philipsburg to Fishkill, forty-Jwomiles, - 2 2 0
To do. as a Messenger, from 19th September to

the 1st of November, including forty-foul' days,

"I do hereby certify, that 1 have examined the Bj]]etingand :E'ay-RolJs
of Captain William Clark's Company, from 26th hne to 31st Octob~r, as
signed by him, amounting to £92114s. 5~d., and find them right.

GERARD BANCKER.
November 1, 1776.

at 16s., as per resolve of Convention dated 17th
September, 1776, -' - - - - - -35 4 0

£38 13 0
Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to. Abra-

ham Odell the sum of £38 13s., in fuH for the Account of
Jacob Odell, and take Abm. Odell's receipt for the same.

An Account of Benjamin Dyckman, dated 10th October,
1776, amounting to £4, for going express from Fishkill to
Albany, was read.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to Samp-
son Dyckman, on his receipt, the said £4, for the use of his
brother Benjamin Dyckman. .

The Committee were informed by Mr. Robert Harper
that the Soldiers want Shoes. Mr. Curtenius's Letter of
the 20th October'was thereupon read. Colonel Brasher
was then sent for to this Committee. He eXplained the
present state of the goods belonging to this State.

Ordered, That the Committee appointed for procuring
of Clothing and having them made, report the most proper
method of disposing of the Clothes on hand, and procuring
coarse Clothes, and every matter they may think p.ecessary
for the purpose of completing Clothing.

Thereupon a draft of a Letter to the three Brigadier-
Generals of this State was read and approved of, and is in
the words following, to wit:

"Sm: Weare informed (and have reason to believe it
is true) that the troops stand. in need of clothing. We
have ordered Mr. Curtenius to coHect aH the clothing which
is in the south of this State and belonging to the same, to
Peramus, in New-Jersey. We request your information
whether it is necessary to send clothing for our troops to
our Army at this time; if so, by what route and to whose
care, and whether for any of our troops but thQse to con-
tinue in general service during the war.

" Weare, respectfully, sir, yours, &c."
Mr. Wisner informed the Committee that, pursuant to

the order or indemnification of this Committee for that pur-
pose on the 16th day of October last,. he has expended
upwards of one hundred and forty Pounds on the Roads in
Orange County leading towards the American Army, and
engaged the same men at four shillings per day each for a
fortnight longer, they maintaining themselves; which will
cost upwards of one hundred and forty POl1ndsmore; and
he requested an order on the Treasurer for three hundred
Pounds for the purpose aforesaid.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to Henry
Wisner, Esq., the sum of £300 on his receipt, to be ap-
plied to repair the Roads in Orange County leading to the
American Army, in order to enable the inhabitants of the
County, as well as the publick agents employed for the pur-
pose, to transport provisions and other necessaries to the
said Army.

Saturday P. M., November 2d, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Colonel Van Cortlandt, Vice President.

ALBANy-Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Adgate.
SUFFoLK-Mr. W. Smith, Mr. Miller.
ULsTER-Mr. Cantine.
WESTCHESTER-Colonel Van Cortlandt.
DUTCHEss-Mr. Landon.
TRYON-Mr. Newkirk.
ORANGE-Colonel Allison, Mr. J. Smith, Mr. Wisner.

A Memorialof WilliamMcNeal, dated the 17th Octo-
ber, was read. He therein sets forth that Colonel Dirck
Brinckerhoff has taken fi'om the store of Peter Bogardus
thirty bushels of Salt be10ngingto the memorialist,which
he detains, to the great injuryof the memorialist,whereby
the said William McNeal is likely to lose several sums of
money for which he was to have received payment in beef
and pork, and praying redress in the premises.

Ordered, That the said Memorial be referred to the
County Committee of Dutchess County, to hear and deter-
mine thereon.

.

A Letter to the Committee of Dutchess County was read
ancl'flpproved, and is in the words following, to wit:

" SIR: The enclosed Petition, and Order thereon, I am
directed by the Committee of Safety for this State to refer
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to the General Committee of the County of Dutchess, to be
by them, as soon as convenient, taken under consideration.

"I am, sir, yours, &c.
"To Egbert Benson, Esq., Chairman."

A BilletinO'-RoH of Captain Elias Haasbrouck's Com-
pany of Rangers, consisting of twenty-eight .men, officers
included, imbodied in Ulster County, was delivered to the
Committee, charginO'£ 155 15s. 3~d., for biHetingfrom the
time of their inlistm~nt to the 31st of October, ioclusive.

A Pay-Roll of the said Company was also delivere?,
wherein is charged £229 3s. 6d. for the pay of the said
Company to the 31st of October included.

A Muster-Roll of the said Company, subscribed by all
the Commissioned Officers of the said Company, was also
read and delivered in; all which Captain Haasbrouck de-
clared to be delivered upon his oath taken before the County
Committee, agreeable to the Resolutions of Convention of
the 23d July last.

A Certificate of Mr. Gerard Bancker, Clerk and Assist-
ant to the Auditor-General, was read, whereby he certifies
that he carefully examined the said Pay-RoB and Billeting-
Roll of Captain Elias Haasbrouck's Company, amounting
together to £384 18s. 9Jtd.,and finds them rightcalculated.*

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the State pay to Captain
Elias Haasbrouck, on his receipt or receipts, the said sums
of money, amounting together to the sum of £384 19s. 9~d.,
for the pay and billeting or subsistence of his Company
~o the 31st of October last, inclusive.

Captain Elias Haasbrouck applied forthe second moiety
of the Bounty for twenty-five man of his Company, who
are inlisted and mustered, as appears by the Muster-RoB now
delivered.

Thereupon Ordered, That Robert Boyd, Esq., Chair-
man of the Committee of Ulster County, pay to Captain
Elias Haasbrouck the sum of three hundred and twelve
Dollars and one half of a Dollar, in full for the Bounty of
t.he said twenty-five men, out of the money formerly depos-
ited in his hands for advancing the first moiety of the
Bounty to the Rangers raised in Ulster County; th,lt Mr.
Boyd take duplicate receipts from Captain Haasbro'l1i:kfor
th;J.tmoney, the duplicate of that receipt to be of the s;l.lQe
~nour and date, and declaring that they are duplicates and
for the same sum.

The Committee took into consideration the subject of a
Letter from General George Clinton, of the 30th October,
mentioning the advantage of mounting a few Cannon at
different places near the level of the water, on the banks of
Hudson's River, in the Highlands.

Thereupon Resolved, That Henry Wz.sner,Esquire, and
General James Clinton be and are hereby authorized, re-
quested, and empowered, to have such Cannon as t4ey may
think proper placed on such places, and such small works
as they may think proper for that purpose erected on the
banks of Httdson's River, for the annoyance of the enemy's
ships, should any attempt to pass. And Ge~eral James
Clinton is hereby reque$.led to afford every aid of men,
artillery, or otherwise, in the premises, consistent with the
publick service.

A Petition of William Forbes, a disaffected man confined
in Litchfield Jail, was read. He requests a mitigation of
his confinement.

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Colonel
De Witt and Judge Graham, to consider and report thereon.

10 ho. A. M., Sunday morning.

The Vice President and Committee met pursuant to ad-
journment. No business done. Adjourned to six o'clock.

Six ho. P. M.-The Vice President and Committee met
pursuant to adjournment.

A Letter from T. Tilghm(ln to the Committee of Corre-
spondence was read; and two Letters from camp to John
McKesson was read.

Monday morning, November 4th, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
.. I do hereby certify that I have carefully examined the PayWR01l

and Billeting-RQII of Captain Elias Haasbrook'. Company, amounting
together to £384 18.. 9icl., and find them right calculated.

GERARD BANCKER. .

Present: Colonel P. V. Cortlandt, President.
N EW-YORK-Mr. R. Harper.
ORANGE-Colonel Allison.
ALBANy-Mr. Yates, Mr. Adgate.
TRYON-Mr. Newkirk.
SUFFoI.K-Mr. Smith, Mr. Miller.
ULSTER-Mr. Cantine.
DUTCHEss-Mr. Landon.

A Letter from Tench Tilghman to the Vice President,
dated the 3d instant, and received this morning,was read
and filed. The General consents that eighty men, of Colo-
nel Lasher's Regiment, be sent with provisions to Connecti-
cut.

Mr. Landon produced a Memorandum of the amount of
sundry Accounts for the maintenance of tbe Poor from New-
York placed in Rombout's Precinct, amounting in the whole
to the sum of £78 lIs.

Ordn'ed, That the said Memorandum be submitted to
Henry Schenck, Esq., that he request the several Accounts
and Vouchers mentioned therein, and that he report thereon
to the Convention or Committee of Safety of this State.

A number of Papers relative to Prisoners of War lately
maintained at Kingston, in Ulster County, and now ra;
moved, were handed in.

Ordered, That they be delivered to the Secretaries as
Commissaries for the Prisoners of War; that if they find'any
difficulty in settling those Accounts, they repo11the difficul-
ties, for order to be made thereon.

A Letter or Account, of the like kind, from Colonel Tus-
ten, was read, and delivered in the same manner, and with
the like order.

It WaSmoved that the sum of thirty Pounds be advanced
to Mr. Christopher Collis, for the purpose of enabling him
to make Wire and Wool Cards; that he, at any time, shan
satisfy the Convention or Committee of Safety with regard
to the progress he shall make in the business, and execute
his bond to the President of this Committee for the payment
thereof at the end of nine months from this day.

The question being put thereon, it was carried in the neg-
ative.

On motion,Resolved, That a bountyof two Shilltngsper
pair be allowed for every pair of good Wool Cards made in
this State out of iron wire manufactured in this State within
six months from this day; that the said bounty shall be pay-
able to an order on the Treasurer of this State, on full and
due proof made by the oath of the owner of the said works,
before the Chairman of the Committee of the District, or
the nearest Magistrate to the said works, or before the Presi-
dent in Convention of the Representatives of this State, or
the House of Representatives thereof for the time being, tbat
the wire of which such Wool Cards has been made, and also
the said Wool Cards, have been manufactured and made at
his works within this State: Provided such proof be made,
and the bounty applied for, within one month after expira-
tion of the said six months.

Mr. Tilghman's Letter of the 2d November was read.
To be delivered to Mr. Duer for the present.

A Letter, of the 3d instant, from Tilghman was read.
Ordered to be communicated to the Committee for detecting
and defeating Conspiracies.

A Letter from Philip Livingston, recommending Bam-
per for a Commission, was also read.

A Letter from Bamper, requesting a Commission,
was read. Committed to the Committee- of Arrangemeut.

A Letter from John Imlay, an Account of the sale of the
Sloop Putnam, and a Rec~ipt for one hundred and seventy
Pounds, was read, and the consideration thereof deferred for
the present. ~

4 ho. P. M., November 4th, 17'76..

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, President.
ALBANy-Mr. Yates, * Mr. Adgate.
SUFFoLK-Mr. Smith. Mr. Miller.
ULSTER~* Mr. Cantine.
TRYON-*Mr. Newkirk.
ORA~GE-* Colonel Allison.
WESTCHESTER-Colonel V. Cartlandt.

The Letter from John Imlay, the Receipt for onehundred



285 NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, NOVEMBER 5, 1776. 286

and seventy Pounds, and the Account sales, was aITain read,
and committed to Mr. Roosevelt and Colonel Brasher to
report thereon.

Mr. Abraham Yates, from the Committee to whom was
referred the c.onsideration for ways and means to convey and
obtain intelligence from Albany, report: .

"
That they conceive it will be necessary that a Rider be

hired to set out to Albany next Wednesday; that he be
ordered to ride so as to arrive in the City of Albany no later
than eleven o'clock in the morning; that he then wait the
direction of the Committee of this House (or in their absence
the Sub-Committee of the City and County of Albany) when
to set out, provided he be detained no 10Duer than twelve
o'clock the Saturday following, and on his ~eturn he be no
longer by the way than Tuesday following at twelve o'clock;
that he alternately ride on the east and west side of the River"
that the foll?wing letter be wrote to the DepUty Postmaste:
at Albany; that he direct the Post to give warning to this
Convention in his way going to and returning from Albany,
so that intelligence may be sent by him in the mean time."

Tuesday morning, November 5th, 1776-at 10 o'clock.

Present: Colonel V. Cortlandt, Vice President.
NEW-Y ORK-M r. Roosevelt.
TRYON-* Mr. Newkirk.
AL1iA:NY-Mr. Yates, *Mr. Adgate.
ORANGE-Mr. Wisner, * Colonel Allison.
SUFFor.K-* Mr. Wm. Smith, Mr. Miller.
ULSTER-*Mr. Cantine. .
WESTCHESTER-Colonel V. Cortlandt.
DUTCHEss-Mr. Landon.

The gentlemen whose names are marked with asterisms
are a quorum of the Committee of Safety.

Mr. Wisner applied fOran Order for one hundred Pounds
on account, to pay sundry accounts for Spears made io
Orange County for the Militia of this State.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to Henry
Wzsner, Esq., 00 his receipt, the sum of one hundred Pounds
00 account, to be by him applied to pay for the Spears
made in Orange County.

Mr. Roosevelt reported ~to the Committee that Colonel
Brasher and himself had examined the l\Juster-Rolls, Ac-
count sales and Papers relative to the Schooner General
Putn.am, and. find,. that. for wa?t of pr.oper papers and more
fuJI mformatlon, It WJJI be ImpractICable to settle with
Thomas Quigley, the late Lieutenant of that vessel, for the
crew.

Thereupon Resolved and Ordered, That John Imlay and
Comfort Sands, Esqs., be, and hereby are authorized and
empowered to examine and A.settleaccounts relative to the
Schooner General Putn~m, and to settle with and discharge
the crew of that vessel III the most frugal manner possible;
and for that purpose that they be and hereby are authorized
to apply the net amount of sales of the vessel and appur-
te~anc~s. That Comfort Sands, Esq., be requested to take
with him such papers or extract of papers or accounts from
his owo or the Treasurer's office, and to advance such sum
of money as may be necessary for that purpose.

A Lett~r !rom Comfort Sands, Esq., dated this day, was
read, and ISJ[}the words following, that is to say:

"FishkiIJ, November 5th, 1776.

"SIR: Captaio B~lkn~p, one of the Captains of the Ran-
gers ordered to b~ raised J[} Ulster County, has applied for
the pay and subsistence and half bounty of his Company.
The former I have settled; the latter want your directions
about. It appears there has been moneys sent to the different
Couoty Committees for the one-half bounty but as the
company. i~ no~ more than one half fu11,there m~st be money
yet remammg J[}the hands of the Committee which I think
it ~ould be b~st to d~aw out and settle their b~unD' there, for
while mooey IS cootmually advanced to different Commit-
tees aod persons it will be impossible for me ever to get the
publick accounts settled. .

"I am, sir, your very humble servant,
.

, " COMFORT SANDS.

"To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., President of the Conven-
tioo of the State of New- York."

Whereas it appears by a Certificate signed by the Chair-

man of the County Committee of Ulster County, that Cap-
tain ,Isaac Belknap, and the other Officers of his Company,
are duly qualified according to the Resolutions of the Con-
vention of this State; and by the Muster-Roll of the said
Compaoy, signed and subscribed by the Officet's, it appears
that the said Company consists of tweoty-ooe Non-Com-
missioned Officers and Privates:

Ordered, Tbat Robert Boyd, Esq., Chairman of the
Committee of Ulster County, pay to Captain IsaacHe/knap
two hundred and sixty-two Dollars and one half of a pollar,
in full for the second or last moiety of the Bounty of the said
twenty-one Rangers raised in Ulster County, out of the.
money formerly deposited io his hands for advancinIT the
first moiety of the Bounty to the said Rangers; that Mr.
Boyd take duplicates of the receipt from Captain Belknap
for that money: the duplicates of that receipt to be of the'
same tenour and date, and declaring thatthey are duplicates,
aod for the same sum. The said .Muster-RoJI is filed in the
Auditor-General's office.

A Letter from Comfort Sands, relative to the pay of Bar-
rack master G. Roorback, requesting directions what shall be
his pay and rations.

Mr. Curtenius was called in and advised with relatite ta
that claim. Thereupoo the further coosideration thereof
was postponed till the aft.ernooo. And Mr. Sands is re-
quested to attend in the afternoon, to give the Committee
information relating to the said Barrackmaster.

Mr. Curtenill.! was heard as to the Clothing purchased
for Troops. The Committee spent some time io consider-
ing the propriety of delivering the whole to the Quarter.
master-Geoeral, aod the further coosideratioo thereof is
postponed.

Egbert Benson, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of
Dutchess County, attending, was admitted. He informed
that it is necessary to procure a number of hands to be em-
ployed to build Barracks, and proposed that a draft should
be made from the Militia of Dl,ttchess Couoty for that pur-
pose.

Ordered, That Colonel Allison and Major Landon be a
Committee to consider and report thereon.

November 5th, P. M., 4 ho.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: P. V. Cortlandt; Esquire, Vice President.

NEW-YORK-Mr. Roosevelt.
WESTCHESTER-Colonel Van Cortlandt.
ALBANY-Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Adgate.
ORANGE-Colonel Allison, Mr. Jos. Smith.
SUFFoLK-Mr- Miller, Mr. Smith.
ULsTER-Mr. Contine.
TRYON-Mr. Newkirk.
DUTCHEss-Mr. Landon.

The Report of the Committee for calling in Labourers to
build Barracks, was read, and the consideration thereof
postpooed till to-morrow.

A Letter from Samuel Brewster, Esquire, Chairman of
the Committee of New-Windsor, covering ao Affidavit
relating to one Conner and _'Montgomery,was read.

The said Affidavit and Letter set forth suodry matters
which rendered it very probable that certain quantities of
Butter and Flour purchased by the said Conner and Mont-
gomery were purchased with ao iotent to supply the
enemy.

Ordered, That the said Papers be referred to a Com-
mittee, say the Committee for detecting Conspiracies.

The Committee, on considering the Letter of Francis
Lewis and Philip Livingston, Esquires, requesting another
Delegate to be sent to Philadelphia, &c.:

Ordered, That Mr. McKesson, as Secretary, write a
Letter to Mr. Duane, and ioform him that the attendance
of another Delegate is necessary at Congress; that the
publick Accounts of this State are ready to be laid before
the Continental Auditqrs; that it is apprehended his attend-
ance at Congress wheo those Accounts are under consid-
eration of the proper Board will be peculiarly useful to this
State; and therefore that he is requested to return to Ji'ish.
kill, that he assist to perfect the arraogement of the Army
and prepare to atteod at Congress.
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Wednesday morning, November 6th, 1776.

The Committee met.
Present: Colonel Van Cortlandt, Vice President.

ALBANy-Mr. Adgate, Mr. Yates, Jun.
WESTCHESTER-Colonel Drake, Colonel V. Cortlandt.
SUFFoLK-,-Mr. Smith, Mr. Nicoll.
DUTCHEss-Mr. R. R..Livingston, Mr. Landon.
ULSTER-1\'Ir. Contine.
ORANGE-Colonel Allison, Mr. J. Smith.
TRYON-Mr. Newkirk.

A Letter from Colonel Benjamin Tusteen, dated Goshen,
November the 4th, 1776, relative to some Cloths he hils
purchased, and requests to know whethel' he shall have
Clothes made for the Soldiers, was received and read, and
referred to the Committee appointed to have the Goods
made up at Fishkill.

A Letter from Johannes Sleght, dated at Kingston, rela-
tive to Salt, of which there is a great scarcity, was read.

A dralt of an answer to said Letter was read and ap-
proved, and is as follows:

" SIR: Your letter having been read in Committee of
Safety, they are of opinion that it would have come more
properly through your Committee. They lament the wants
of your people, but are ignorant of any store of salt at Albany
or Dutchess Counties, both of which they are satisfied are
by no means supplied; but should it be otherwise, they
make no doubt that you may purchase on the same terms
as the people of those Counties. As this Committee have
no thought of interfering, withollt the most absolute neces-
sity, in the regulation of the prices of any article of mer-
chandise whatever, since its only tendency is to increase
the scarcity and injure individuals.

" I am, sir, &c.
"Johannes Sleght, Esquire."

A Letter from General Schuyler, dated at Albany, No-
vember 3d, 1776, was received and read, and is as follows,
to wit:

"Albany, 3d November, 1776.

"SIR: I do myself the honour to enclose you an extract
of a letter from General Gates, of the 31st ultimo, with
copy of one from Major Hoisington to him. If Sir Jno.
Johnson left Canada at the time the deserters mention, he
has probably met with such difficulties as have obliged him
to return, as I think he could not subsist from that time to
this in the woods. We have no less than eleven different
scouts traversing the country between Tyconderoga and Fort
Stanwix, so that I am in hopes, should the enemy attempt
to penetrate to the Mohawk River, we shall have such early
information as to enable us to meet him with a sufficient
force. I have already o~dered two regiments n'om Tycon-
de~oga to Tryon County, and about ~ne thousand.?~ the
Militia, so that our force there, exclusive of the Militia of
that County, wj]\ amount to two thousand men, besides the
garrison of Fort Schuyler.

"I wish the- Convention would order the depth and
breadth of Hudson's River to be carefully taken at such
places as they conceive would be most proper effectual1y
to obstruct the navigation. Verplank's Point or Jan Kan-
ten Hook may be proper places, perhaps the latter the most
eli"ible of any. I propose taking the earliest opportunity
th~ is offered me to prepare every thing for it. At present
I cannot, as I have neither troops nor carpenters-the latter
bein" all employed in constructing barracks.

"i am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient, hum-
bleservant, "PHIL. SCHUYLER.

"P. R. Livingston, Esquire, President, &c."
The abstract of a Letter from General Gates, dated at

Ticonderoga on the 31st ultimo, giving an account of the
movements of the enemy on Lake Champlain, enclosed in
General Schuyler's Letter, was also read.

Also, a copy of a Letter from Major Joab Hoisington to
General Gates, dated at Newbury, October the 12th, 1776,
comm'Unicatingthe inte11igencegiven by four Deserters from
Canada, that previous to their leaving frIontreal, on the
25th of September, that Sir John Johnson, with the Indians
and Canadians and Eighth Regiment, had marched to
attack the inhabitants on the Mohawk River and meet
General Burgoin in Albany, was also read.

Ordered, That an extract of General Sch1t~ler'sLetter
which relates to taking the Soundings of Hudson's River,
be transmitted to the Secret Committee now at the Forts in
the Highlands, and said Committee cause the Soundings to
be made.

A Letter from John Taylor, Esq., dated at Albany,
November 3d, 1776, enclosing a Notification signed by
Mr. Matthew, Town-Clerk, dated at New-Marlborough,
October 4th, 1776, requesting the inhabitants to meet and
give their sense relative to their revolting from New- York,
was read and filed.

Whereas, by the decease of Theodorus Van Wyck and
Andrew Barclay, Loan Officers of the City and County of
New- York, in this State, the Loan Office Books and Seal
has fallen into the hands of Nicholas Governeur, only survi-
ving Loan Officer, who, from his residence in New-Jersey,
is incapable of carrying on the business of the office:

Ordered therefore, That said Books and Seal be deliv-
ered into the hands of the Treasurer of this State, or Gerard
Bancker, his Deputy, and that he be directed to act as Loan
Officer until further order of this Convention. .

Ordered, That the said Treasurer or his Deputy's
receipt shall, 011payment of the Money, be considered as a
full discharge for any money due to the Loan Office.

Ordered, That the Executors of Theodorus Van Wyck,
deceased, account with and pay into the hands of the said
Treasurer or his said Deputy, all the Money due from the.
Estate of their testator to the Loan Office of this State.

Ordered, That a copy of the above be served on the
Treasurer of this State, and "that Mr. Gerard Bancker
apply to Mr. Gouvernier for the Books, Seal, and Accounts
above-mentioned, and to the Executors of Theodorus Van
Wyck for the sums in their hands, and serve them with a
oo~~re~ _

Robert Yates, Esq., from the Committee appointed on
the 19th of October last to cooperate with Major-General
Schuyler in devising and carrying into execution all such
measures as they should deem most effectual for repelling
the invasion of the enemy's Army on the northern and west
ern frontiers of this State, made the following Report:

"A majority of your Commi!tee, viz; Evert Bancker,
Jacob Cuyler, John Tayler, James Duane, Robert R. Liv-
ingston, Robert Yates, John Ten Broeck, Jr., convened at
the City of Albany on the 24th day of October last, agreeable
to order, to perform the duties assigned them; and receiving
intelligence from Mr. Tayler, one of your Committee, who
had just arrived from Cumberland, that the Militia of Cum-
berland and Gloucester were ordered to hold themselves in
readiness to march on their receiving intelligence that the
enemy were besieging Ticonderoga, and that it was their
intention to take the route tbrough the country to tbat
place, a letter was addressed to General Schuyler, advising
him thereof, (knowing the scarcity of provisions at that gar-
rison,) and communicating also our belief, that from certain
affidavits, (copies whereof had been transmitted to him by
the Committee at Albany,) some part of the enemy's force
proposed making incursions into the western frontier, we
therefore lamented the necessity that called ColonelDay-
ton's regiment to Ticonderoga, and left so important a com-
munication to be guarded chiefly by Militia, and submitted
the propriety of employing active scouts, who should go
fromthe head of Hudson's River to Ticonderoga,and to
whom rewards should be offered in theil' bringing intelli-
gence of the enemy's approach.

" Having received information of a most dangerous con-
spiracy of the Tories at Helenbergh, we despatched an
express to Colonel Van Ness, who was at Schuyler's Ferry,
on his march to Fort Edward, to recall his regiment, to
employ them against the insurgents. Of this measure, also,
we informed General Schuyler; and in order to discover the
numbers, motions, and designs of the insurgents, a soldier
recommenaed by Colonel Van Schaick for that purpose,
was sent as a Spy, with instructions1 and a promise of a re-
ward of ten pounds if he should perform the service satisfac-
tory. 00 the 25th of October, a letter was received from
Colonel Whitir!.li, of King's District, giving informationof
the number and hostile designs of the Tories in that Dis-
trict. Whereupon Captain Baldwin, with fifteen men of the
Albany Rangers, was immediately despatched to assist in
securing the said insurgents, and Colonel Whiting was di-
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rected and authorizedto raiseand detaioa1lthewe1l-aff~cted Vondenburg,and marchwith Colonel Van Ness's regiment
Militia remaininO"in that District for the same service, and as guides to those plar'es.
also to call on the nearest towns in the State of Massachu- "On the 26th of October, Colonel V ondenberg/" and
setts-Bay for such a number of men as would, togetber with Captain Slingerlandt attended, according to ~equ.est,a?d the
his own and the Rangers, make up an hundred, and also Colonel produced the returns of such persons In las regnnent,
that he should see the men properly supplied with pl"Ovi- amounting to eighty-two, who have not marched up with the
$ions aO"reeableto Continental aJlowance. The whole to Militia of tbe County, most of wbich absentees, it appears by
be c~m~anded by Colonel Whiting uutil superseded. other information, are sucb as bave collected themselves in

" Mr. Avery, Deputy Commissary, furnished a report of and about the Ilellebergh, (or the purpose of opposing by
an the flour remaining at Ticonderoga, and the several force the measures of Congress. An express was sent with
staCTesbetween that and Albany, from which, after deduct- a letter to Captain John Bradt, of Coxakie, advising him
ing::>what was probably expended, or wou]dbe .consumed in of th~ movement of the disaffected in the neighboul'hood of
the course of fourteen days, there would then only remain the Hellebergh, and requesting him, if he could spare any
about two thousand five hundred and twenly barrels. part of bis fOI'ce,to despatch the Schoharie company and

" A representation having been made to your Committee the Rangers that way as soon as possible, and by the most
that Doctor Henry Van Dyck, CorneliusGlen, Benjamin direct route; and that a party should be despatched from
French, Jacob A. Lansing, John Stevenson, Henry Ten Albany to meet and cooperate with them.
Eyck, John Van Allen, Jus. Visscher of Schenectady, Major" Colonel Van Schaick, on application, consented to spare
Eminston, Peter Van Schaick, Peter Vosburgh, Robert about fifty of his Continental troops for two or ~hree days,
Oakley, James Dole, Baker, John Fryer, were to be commanded by Captain lIir;:ks, and marched to the
persons disaffec.ted to the cause of American liberty, and He?leberg~ under the direction: of your Committee, and to
that their stay III the County of Albany would be danger- be III readmess as soon as possIble.
ous: " Captain Baldwin was directed that the fifteen men of

"It was thereforeResolved, That the Members of the his company of Rangers should hold themselvesin readi-
Committee who were Members also of the Committee of ness; and Co]onel Van .Ness was ordered to detach eighty
Albany, wait on the Committee of the said County, and mell of his regiment on the same service, while tbe remain-
submit it to their consideration, jf they have just grounds of der of his regiment should continue in Albany, and do the
the unfriendly dispositions of the said persons, to remove duty orthe troops ordered out.
them immediatelyout of this State. H Captain Abraham Slingerlandt,of Col. Vandenbergh's

"ft being also represented to the said Committee that regiment of Militia, was ordered to attend the said detach-
there were many disafiect~d persons in the Manor of Liv- mehts as a guide in the route ihey were to take for the ap-,
inJ;;stonand its neighbourhoQd, and that the remaining Mj)j. prehension of tbe disaffected,and Major Ford, who Was
tii who can be relied on are few in number and badly appointed to the command, was apprised of the nature of
armed: . the service,and instructedto march the detachmentto Con-.

"It was therefore Resolved, That a Letter be sent to the radt Luke's or Tunis Kingerlandt's, where his m,n were to
Commanding Officer of the Manor Regiment, informing him be refreshed until near daybreak, when he was to march
to detain the Militia there, and hold them in readiness to fro~ thence to the Hellebergh, and endeavour to take and
suppress any insurrections among the disatfected in that part disperse the disaffected who have been or are now assembled
of the State, or wherever else they may be ordered by your in arms, or in general all others between tbe age of sixteen
Committee or the Committee of Safety of the State of New- and fifty who can prove no good reason for their not having
York. marched with the rest of the Militia agreeable to order; if

H A Resolution was also passed requiring the Committee they should not be at that place, to follow them to Nor-
of tbe :.\Ianor of Livingston immediately to arm and equip man's Rale, Nestakew,or the Beaver Dam, or wherever else
the company of Rangers raised in that District, and order they may be assembled, advising on this head with the
them to be quartered at or near the place of rendezvous, guide; a]so, that he always march with good intelligent
and kept in readiness for immediate service. A copy of scouts ahead, and flanking parties, to prevent surprise or
said resolution was sent to ColonellIenry Livingston, of the being discovered by persons lurking in the woods for that
Manor of Livingston. purpose, and to detain all those whom he might expect de-

" Your Committee, by a letter to Peter R. Livingston, signed to give inteJ]igence of his movements; that he should
Esq., President of the Convention, advised them of the pro- also be particularly careful to prevent the rilen under his
gress they had made in the execution of the duties assigned command from plundering or maltreating the inhabitants of
them. the County, whatever might be their political character; to

"John Vandenburgh, who resides near Helleburgh, and be attentive to secure those perrons whose names he was
suppose~ to be w~JJacquainted with the ~esigns of the dis- f~rnished with; and. send daily com~unications of his ?1°-
affected 111tbat nelghbourhood, was exammed, and reluct- tlOns to your Committee at Albany, In order that lie mIght
antly disclosed that he had attended a meeting at the Helle- be reinforced if necessary, or supplied with provisions if bis
bwgh, and was there advised not to march with the Militia stay should be longer than was expected.
to the northward; that there were present at that meeting" On' the 21th of October, a letter was received from
John Reed, Joagh.im Huyck, Jacobus Long, Hans Segar, General Schuyler, dated at Saratoga on the 26th, acknowl-
Jacobus Oliver, Jacob Huyck, John Cummins, Arnet Wer. edging the receipt of the letter and affidavits transmitted him
mer, Adam Sagar, Christian Huyck, Jacob Bradt, Garret on the 24th, in which he says, that altbough said affidavits
Bradt; and that one Richard Ridley had in his possession would coun.tenancethe supposition that the enemy intend
the proclamation of General Howe; tha.t their plan was to an irruption on the ~lUohawk River, yet he cannot suppose
assemble in three parties, of about thirty men each, to resist they will attempt it, unless they should be successful at
any troops that might attack them; that the one party, under Ticonderoga. He did not like to move Dayton's corps from
command of Albertus Van Alstyne, to meet at the Helle- the westward, but was pressed to do it in such terms by
burgh, another, under the command of John Cummins, at Genera] Gates that he CQuidnot prudently refuse it. Lest,
Norman's Kill,.and the third, under the command of Arent however, any accident should happen, he advises that Colo-
Warmer, at Neskitaw; that the party attacked were to notify nel Van Ness, with his regiment, sbould, on his return from
the others, that they might cooperate in their resistance. Coxsackie, march to Schenectady, or such place where he
Hans Segar said be could get Indians at Schoharie to assist, can be of most service in case of an attack. The scouts
if he woujd go for them; that a constant correspondence is from Johnstown, lort George, and Fort Edward, aCTree
kept up between the said parties and the disaffected of there is no appearance of an enemy on the northern quarfers.
Stickook and Cox(1kie, between whom it was understood General Schuyler enclosed in said letter a copy of a letter
that they were to act on the, defensive until the King's he had received from General Gates, at Ticonderoga, dated
troops arrived, and tben join them. the 24th of October, wherein, after enumerating such arti~

"A messenger was despatched to Colonel Vandenburgh cles and supplies as are most wanted at tbat garrison, Gen-
and Captain Slingerlandt, requesting their attendance, that eraI Gates observes, 'that Gen.eral Carleton lies close at
they might be informed of the situation of the country in 'Crown-Point, with his navy on his flanks; that he ap-
and about the places alluded to in tbe said examination of 'prehends an attack may soon be expected, but that th~

FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. III. 19



291 NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, NOVEMBER 6, 1776. 292

..

(communication between Otter Creek and Mount Indepen-
. dtnce was not yet interrupted by the enemy's SCOllts.'

" A letter was received from John McKesson, Esquire,
Secretary of the Convention, dated at Fishkill, on the 24th,
gh'ing advice of the apprehension and condemnation, by a
Court-Martial where Lord Stirling presided, of three traitors
or deserters taken in arms; and also enclosing a copy of a
letter from Ttnch Tilghman, Esq., to the Convention, dated
at Head-Quarters, Valentine's Hill, the 22d instant, men-
tioning that early on the morning of the 21st, one hundred
and fifty men, detached from the First ahd Third Virginia
regiments, and commanded by Major Green, supported by
Colonel Haslet's, of Delaware, with six hundred men,
attacked and put to flight Rogers's Rangers, taking many
blankets, sixty stand of arms, and thirty-six prisoners.

" Your Committee immediately acknowledged the receipt
of the Jetter of John McKesson, Esq., with its enclosure,

. and suggested the propriety of the Committee of Correspond-
ence establishing expresses to Albany, as good news pub-
lished by authority might have a happy effect on the Army
and on the people.

.
"On the meeting of the Committee on the 28th of Octo-

ber, a letter from General Schuyler, ~ated at Saratoga, on
the 27th October instant, coverin~ a letter from Captain
Lathrop Allen, commanding at 10rt Dalgton, the 21st of
October, and another from General Herkimer, dated at
Canajoharie, on the 25th of October, was laid before your
Committee.

" Captain Allen states, that on hearing some news from
Lake to our disadvantage, a consultation was held at Cana-

joharie Castle, between the Indians and Tories, since which
many of the latter have absconded to join the enemy; that
the Indians are also moving up. He concludes by request-
ing the General, as an invasion may shortly be expected,
to forwarg a supply of ammunition, there not being more
than twefve pounds of powder to supply the garri~on, con-
sisting of one hundred and twenty-three effective men.
. "General Herkimer informs General Schuyler that Peter
Ten Broeck, of the Fallkills, HanJoost Schuyler, Kachyaho
Johnson, with about one hundred and twenty others, from
the Klace Burragh, have gone off to the enemy; he learns
they are gone to Oswego, expecting to meet the enemy
thr.re; that the leaders of those runaways have received
advice by lettei', that within six days from their escape the
enemy would be a~sembled in force at Oswegos,-Sir John.
Johnson to command six hundred regulars, and that twenty-
two nations of Indians had joined them. A squaw was the
bearer of said letter to Canajoharie Castle, and a belt was
sent from the hostile nations to the Oneidas, to invite them
to join them, threatening that if tbey would not agree to
tbeir proposals they (the Oneidas) should be attacked first
and tbat not a child's life would be then spared. General
Herkimer added, this hostile invasion may soon be expected,
and certainly on the Mohawk, and that the circumstances
of the country are such that they cannot resist such a force,
and must expect to be slaughtered and drove off at the
pleasure of the enemy. He therefore begged and solicited
for expeditious succour in troops to oppose such powerful
invaders, to frustrate their wicked intentions; that without
such aid, the major part of the inhabitants would lay down
their arms.

"Genera] Schuyler, in his letter enclosing copies of those
of Genera] Herkimer and Captain Allen, remarked that he
thinks it absolutely necessary that a body of troops be sent
immediately to the Mohawk's River, and concludes by ob-
serving: 'I have ordered Colonel Dayton with his regiment,
(which is at Canistighenna, or Half-Moon, to halt until they
'shall hear from you. If you can send such a body of, Militia into Tryon County as will in all probability secure
'that part of the country, I then wish you to send orders to
'Colonel Dayton to proseclIte his march to Ticonderocra,, where he is much wanted; if not, you will order him b~ck(

to that County, he having my orders to obey your direc-,
tions.'

"The Committee thereupon resolved and determined to
detain the following troops for the defence of the western
frontiers, namely:
"Captain Bradt's Rangers, who have performed the

service at Coxakie, - - - - - - - _ -
" A detachment of Captain Baldwin's Company of

Rangers, .,. - - - - - - - - - - -

"A detachment under Major Ford, of Colonel Van
Ness's Regiment of Claverack Militia, - - -

" A detachment of Scoharie Militia, under Captain
Hager,

80

55

205
"Captain Hicks's and lW' Cracken's Companies, of

Colonel Van fj'chm:ck'sContinental Regiment, - 120

325

" If them be added to the troops now on that ser-
vice, and the Tryon Militia, viz:

" Elmons's Regiment,

" Nichols's do.

"
Tryon County Rangers, -

"
Militia supposed at

443
150
150

- 1,000

50

1,743

"The whole will be - - -Men 2,068

" Y0111'Committee then sent a letter by express to Gen-
eral Schuyler, enclosing copies of the above resolutions; and
having previously received intelJigence from Major Ford
and Captain Bradt, we mentioned to the General, that on
the night of the 26th the detachment was despatched against
the disaffected at the Helleburgh and its neighbourhood,
which was attended with the wished-for success, as they
dispersed (the disaffected) without opposition, and many
of them were taken.

.
Captain Bradt, whowas despatched

on a similar enterprise to Coxakie, had written to us by
express, that he had successfully performed the service he
was sent upon, and that he thought the Coxakie and ~ats-
kill companies would be suffitieot for any further business
in that quarter. Indeed it appeared to us that the report
of the disaffected there had been greatly exaggerated, since
the Committee of this District had thought fit to discharge
some-those who were apprehended as Tories; which, how-
ever inexpedient, was at best a proof they were not thought
danO'erous. These vigorous measures having so happily sup-
pre~ed domestick insurrections, put it in our power to detach
the troops which with the forces already on the western
frontiers, and particularly specified in our resolutions, of their
competency we suppose General Schuylercould best judge,
and therefore submitted it to his determination whether Col-
onel Dayton's regiment should be sent forward to Ticon-
deroga, or commanded to their former station. It appeared
to us of the utmost moment that an active and spirited
officer, in the then conjuncture, should be invested with the
command on the western .frontiers, especially as the appre-
hensions on the part of tbe Continentals, as well as th~
Militia, seemed greater than the intelligence communicated
to us could justify. We submit it to the consideration of the
General, that as we were strangers to Colonel Elmer, if his
military character was not sufficiently established, whether
Colonel Dayton, (in case his regiment should proceed to
Ticonderoga,) Colonel Van Schaick, or some other officer
of known abilities, ought not to be appointed to that im-
portant department. We determined that such of tbe pro-
posed detachment as consisted of Militia, should march
without delay. The two companies of Continental troops,
not being under our directiQns, we informed the General
must attend his orders; and should the arrangement meet
with his approbation, Captain Lu.yh's company of Town-
Guards, seventy of Colonel Van Ness's regimentunder his
command, besides \he , would remain for town
duty.

" YOUfCommittee then wrote to Major Ford, requesting
him to return with the detachment under his command to
Albany, as soon as the service whereon he was sent was
despatched, and at the same time forwarded a letter to
Captain Bratt, commanding the party at Coxakie to march
said party to Albany as soon as their business was accom-
plished. An order was also given Mr, Avery to furnish the
detachment under Major Ford with three days' provisions,
which was forwarded immediately.

"John Vandenbergh again appeared before the Commit-
tee, and was examined; and discovering notbing further
respectinO' the Tories at Hellebergh, he was dismissed, and
for his fo~merservices was given forty-eight shillings.

" Dirck Swart was called in, and informed your Com-
mittee, that while at Bennin![ton he understood that letters
had been received by the t;ommittee of that place, from,
Deputy Commissary Trumbull, and Deputy Commissary20
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Yauncey, which mentioned that some evil-disposea persons
near Albany had stopped the provisions going forward to
Ti'conderoga, and alleged they had orders to purchase the
wheat and send it to the mills; that the wheat was accord-
in~ly purchased at five shillings and six pence lawful; on
hearing which, some of the Militia that were going up
were much enraged, and wished Albany in flames. As Mr.
Swart neither saw said letters nor heard them read, it was'
not thought proper to take any measures relative thereto, until
more precise information could be obtained of their copt.ents.

On the 29th of October, Major Ford, with the detach-
ment under his command, returned from the Hellebergh,
and reported that he could not discover any parties of dis-
affected persons assembled together; that he had traversed
the country, and found that most of the inhabitants had
absconded; that he has apprehended, however. John Reid,
John Lang, Garrit Slingerlandt, Myndert Bradt, John
Seeger, Jeremiah Pemberton, John Hallenneck, (who he
has, however, since discharged,) Garret Seeger, ltIatthys
Hoghtaling, (who he released but detained his arms.)

"
Your Committee immediately proceeded to examine

John Reid, John Lang, and Myndert Bradt. The charac-
ter of Reid appeared suspicious; he was therefore remanded
to Jail. As to Lang, he appeared to be misled, and pro-
fessing his hearty repentance and promising a ready con-
currence with the measures of Congress, was thereu pon
dismissed, upon his promise to go and join his Militia regi-
ment at Fort Edward. On receiving a solemn promise not
to reveal his name, the said John Lang, of 1tIeadhic, stated,
that being warned to go to Fort Edward, he prepared him-
self to go accordingly, but on his way was dissuaded from
proceeding by Frederick Oliver and Philip Luke, son to John
Luke, w'ho were the principal persons that dissuaded people,
alleging that they would not go to be slaughtered by the
Regu]ars, who would have this country in a month's time.
That thereupon he went to Arnet Wormer's, where there
were about one hundred, who engaged not to go up, nor to
injure any 'person, but if the Rangers or Militia of Albany
came against them, they would resist them. They then
agreed to keep scouts in the road, and that they should notify
each other upon any alarm. That besides the above persons,
Frederick Wormer, Frederick Cransie, John Commens, were
at tbe meeting; that the views of those people, when assem-
bled, was to hold out until the Regulars should come, and
thell join them; that Arnet Wormer was to direct one of the
parties, Bat Hrdlenbeck another, and Frederick Oliver the
third party. The said John Lang being further examined,
stated that there were present in the above company George
Swan, Peter Classe, Peter Bradt, Staats Bradt, Wonter
and George Slingerlandt, Storen Bradt, ~Iyndert Bradt,
Garret Bradt, John Commens, (a principal,) Jacobus Oliver,
Jacob Bell, a Captain of Beaver Dam, (which latter he has

.heard to declare he would not go up at all,) Henry Warner,
Jacobus Haughtaling, Johannes Seeger, Adam Seeger,
Jellis Creeble, and John Wedewman.

"We proceeded to examine Itlyndert Bradt, who appeared
to .be an ignorant lad of about seventeen years of age; he not
bemg sufficiently candid, was thereupon remanded to jail.

"
We then received from Genera] Schuyler a Jetter of

the 29th of October, dated at Saratoga, in answer to tbat
of yesterday, acquainting your Committee tbat be had
ordered Colonel Dayton's regiment to pros!!cute their march
to the northward, and that about four hundred of the Militia
were ordered to march from Fort Edward to Tryon County,
to be under the command of General Herkimer or Colonel
Van Schaick, who he had ordered into tbat quarter with the
two companies of his regiment.

"MI'. Avery, the Deputy Commissary-General, was imme-
diately made acquainted with this movement, that he might
be ready to furnish these troops witb provisions. Captain
!1radt was ordered to march with his company of Rangers
mto Tryon County, and to put hill'lself under the command
of Colonel Van Schaick; and Captain Huger, with the
party of Militia ullder his command, was directed to return
to Schoharie, and hold themselves in constant readiness to
march at a moment's warning to the defence of the western
frontiers, whenever they shaH receive orders from Colonel

.. Van Scltaick, that they may contribute, with the rest of their
fellow-citizens who are now in arms, to the utmost of their
power, in the defence of the rights and liberties of their
country.

" On the 30th October, your Committee addressed a let-
ter to General Herkimer, advising him, that although they
considered the information of an intended irruption of the
enemy in that quarter to be such as not to be fully relied on,
yet it was possible they might send small scouting parties, as
a great force cannot come at this season; and as to. the
twenty-two nations of Indians, it is too improbable to deserve
the least credit. We could not help expressing our sur-
prise, that at a time when the Militia are aJl called out for
the defence of our country, invaded on the north and south,
tbat the Militia of a County which had hitherto been re-
spected for its zeal and spirit, should entertain the most dis-
tant idea of submitting to therr inveterate enemy, and that,
too, before they had seen or tried their force. We took the
liberty to remind him tbat there is already in that County,.
exclusive of their own Militia, seven hundred and forty-
three men, whicb, when joined by the troops under bis com-
mand, would, we apprehend, be greatly superiour to any
force the enemy could send. We informed the General
we had, however, sent him two companies of Continental
troops under command of Colonel Van Schaick, with
whom we wished him to consult about the proper disposi-
tion of the troops, and also one company of Rangers, and
that General Schuyler had ordered to their assistance four
hundred men of the Militia; these would cross from Fort
Edward. We added: 'These are sent in compliance with,

your wishes, though we really think them unnecessary if
'the people of your County will exert any degree of that,

spirit which we have reason to expect of men animated,
by the g]orio~s cause in which they are engaged. We

'doubt not but that you will be careful to inspire them, with proper sentimentson this subject. It would be advi-,
sable for you to order one hundred of your Militia, who will,
be rewarded for their services, to be raised, ~quipped, and, sent to their proper stations; in which case they wi\] be

'allowed Continental pay and rations. Captain Hager,, with fifty men of the &lwharie Militia, are now sent home,
'and have orders to hold themselves in readiness at a mo-,

ment's warning, whenever you may think it necessary to
'ca\] uponthem. You willbe careful to keep out scouts on, every quarter, who will be rewarded for their troub]e.'

" Your Committee then addressed a letter to Genel'a.l
Schuyler, suggesting, in case of an invasion from the west,
which was very probable, whether it would not sti\] be pru,-
dent to detain Dayton's regiment at Fort George, so that they
might be in readiness to proceed to Ticonderoga, or the west-
ern frontier, as the progress of the enemy might render neces-
sary. A]so, communicating the orders given to Colonel Van
&lzaick, Captain Bradt, and Lieutenant Hager, and General
Herkimer; and that Colonel Van Ness's detachment of one
hundred and forty men were to be detained under his com-
mand for town duty, leaving Lieutenant Conyer, who is
one of our recruiting officers, to assist and advise Colonel
Van Ness in the conduct of his department,on account of
his inexperience in the military line. We also communi-
cated the result of the expedition to Helleburgh, and certain
inte\]igence from Major Ford, received by him from Hen-
drick Hoff, who pretends to be a deserter from General
Carleton, that would countenance the belief that we mi<Tht
hourly expect an irruption into the eastern frontier by the
Tories, Canadians"and Indians, under the command of Sir
John Johnson. We also informed the General that nothing
before us would warrant a longer continuance at Albany,
especially as our assistance was much wanted in Convention,
the military arrangement, which is so essential, being delayed
until our retu1'llto Fishkill.

"On the 31st October, your Committee received a letter
from General Schuyler, by express, in answer to the one
addressed to him the preceding day, in which he mentions,
that by information received from Colonel Ogden, who left
Ticonderoga on tbe morning preceding, there were not more
than two hundred tents at Crown-Point; consequently
General Carleton has only a small part of his Army there.
This circumstance, the information of Hoff. and the move-
ment of the Tories in this quarter, induced General Schuyler
to suspect that the enemy intend to penetrate by the ft'lo-
hawk River, or throw themselves on some part of tbe com-
munication between Saratoga and Fort George. It became
difficult to say wbat measures would be most eligible, but
that he wi\] venture to send down part of the Militia, Day-
ton's regiment being already near Skeens borough, and his men

,.
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extremely averse to return to Tryon County; he therefore
earnestly entreated us not to leave Albany at so critical a
juncture. He also informed us that he would despatch an
express to Genera! Gates, to request him to send a scout of
forty or fifty men to the westward, and if he finds that any
body of the enemy have marched to the ~lohawk River,
then instantly to despatch three regiments to that quarter,
or more, according to the number of the enemy that may
have taken that route. That similar orders would be sent
to General Ten Broeck and Colonel Gansevoort, that we
might thus have the mOreearly and most certain intelligence
of the enemy's movements, and be enabled to take proper
measures to defeat their purposes.

"The despatches which General Schuyler enclosed for
Colonel Van Schaick and Major Cochran,of Tryon County,
were immediately forwarded to them by express.

"Your Committee, on the same day, received a letter
from Colonel Whiting, giving an account of King's District,
and referrin" to the affidavits of Peabody and Allen, taken
before JohnoYounglove, Esq., Chairman of the Committee
of Bennington, copies whereof were sent to the Committee
of Safety by the Committee of Albany, and referred to your
Committee on the ~3d October, from which examinations it
appeared that Isaac Pcabody and Samuel Allen ca\1ed at
the bouse of Seth Chace, at Little White Creek, on the l~th
of October; suspecting, from some observations they heard,
that Chase was disaftected, they feigned to be of the same
sentiments, pretending they came from Kinderhook? and
were offered lodgings and concealment on the suggestIon of
a Mr. Hough, which they declined; they asked Mr. Hough
whether they had seen any of their Kinderhook friends, or
whether it was practicable for them to get through northward
to Burgoyne's Army. Hough said no; but there was a milch
safer way of making their escape, for there was eighty men
from Arlington and Sunderland who were to march the next
ni"ht. That there were two of the King's armies coming
do~n: Burgoyne was to come round the Lakes, and Sir
John Johnson down the Mohawk; it would be best for the
Kinderhook Tories to join the latter, which they could meet
in three days and be out of danger; which opinion Hough
said he would communicate to the Tories at Kinderhook.
That while at Chase's they were advised not to go to Cam-
bridge, or they would be taken up, for the people there were
as fierce as the devil, and would have ruined the disaffected
at White Creek but for the friends they had in the Commit-
tee. Hough stated tltat most of the neighbourhood were
disaffected; that they had a meeting at Chase's, and deter-
mined to march off and join Burgoyne on the 13th. Samuel
Allen went to inform the Committee of Cambridge of what
had passed, while Captain Peabody returned to Chase's, to
gather further intelligence, and inquired for Hough, and was
told by Chase that Hough had communicated to him the
substance of the conversation the preceding night; that he
had certain intelligence that Burgoyne with his Army was
comin" round the Lakes; that Colonel ~Iann had sent a
page fa Arlington, who was at his house the night of the
11th on his return, and told that the Colonel's orders to the
people of Arlington were to remain quiet unless their inten-
tions were discovered, until further orders from him, for he
found from intelligence from Burgoyne he would not get
throuah his march so soon as he expected, but if discovered
to ma"kethe best of their way to him. The page also stated
that the people of Arlington had made such preparations
for their march that they could not postpone it without being
discovered, and would therefore march that night. He also
said the people of White Creek are secl1l'e; they would not
march until further orders from Colonel Mann. He likewise
said that Colonel Mann had twelve fat oxen for the purpose
of victualling the friends of Government on their march to
join the Kin"'s Army, and others had several more for the
same pl1l'pOs~;and on inquiring by what plan our Kinder-
hook friends could get safe to the King's Army, he told me
Colonel ~lann had given countersigns at two places, and if
these countersigns could be conveyed to our friends they
could pass safe and obtain all necessary intel1igence. He
then produced a paper and handed it to me, saying, 'Now
I "ive you my life.' The contents of the paper were these:

0", At Landlord Northrup's the countersign is Tryon.'

'" At Jacob Lfl.wring's Ferry the countersign is Bur-
goyne.'

h
0 0

f h
. h

0
h

O
d I"Upon t e glvmg 0 w IC countersIgns, e sal ,at t 1ese

two places, we could be secreted, have provisions, or helped
On our way, or any thing we desired to forward us.

" That Simon Covill was a great friend to Government,
and thus examined, need not fear him. While the friends
of Government were on their march to join Burgoyne, it
was directed by Colonel ~lann, that in the daytime they
should keep the woods, and in the night to take the road;

- to go twenty in a body, a mile distant from each other, and
before each detachment a scout to be placed, distant in the
advanGe about ten rods, to give notice of persons approach-
ing in front; and the rear guard in like manner, to notify the
-approach of pursuers, in which case the parties to skulk into
the woods.

"Your Committee perceiving, from the last intelligence
received from General Schuyler, that probably no' attack
would be made on Ticonderoga, it strengthened the appre-
hension of an invasion of our western frontiers. In such
case the defenceless situation of those frontiers would be
lamented, and by those probably who judge only from
events. Convinced that an inexperienced Militia cannot
be relied on, especially when their fears may be excited on
account of the Indians, under those difficult circumstances,
increased by General Gates's importunity for Dayton's regi-
ment, though all the Continental troops (two companies
only excepted) were already at Ticonderoga and on the
communication, we could easily account for the embarrass-
ment of General Schu.yler, in which we participated; and
by a letter of the 31st October, we communicated our reflec-
tions on the subject, and advised him of the inteIJigence
received of Peter Ten Broeck and the four other disaffected,
who have lately gone over to the enemy from Tryon
County, being pl1l'sued by a party of the Oneidas, until
tbose friendly Indians were given to understand by the
Onondagas that it was disagreeable to them, and that the
Oneidas should suffer if they did not desist. We submit-
ted to the General whether it would not be proper for him
to send a. spirited message to the Onondagas, by Major
Fonda, or such other manner as he might judge best, com-
plaining and demanding satisfaction for this unprovoked
infraction on the treaty, and insisting peremptorily to know
whether they are to be considered as enemies or friends,
that they might be treated accordingly, which would at least
show a vigilant attention to their conduct and contempt of
their eninity, which, if it should riot convert, might intimi-
date and keep them in awe, not to mention the necessity of
our being apprised of the terms we stand upon with a neigh-
bOllI',who, in proportion to the measure of our deception,
would be able to injure and distress us. We also commu-
nicated the intel1igencefrom King's District, and the repOl'ts
from the southeast end of Rensselaerwyck, from which it
would seem that the disaffected were about to collect and to
march to the northward, under the disguise of Militia and
friends to Congress, until they could be met by the Cana-
dians and Indians, who would conduct them to the enemy,
or until they could reach Fort George, which they would
seize and hold for the enemy; which accounts, tl~ough
probably greatly exaggerated, they suggest the necessity of
our being on'bur guard. The General was at the same time
apprised, that previous to the receipt of his letter containing
a request that your Committee should continue in Albany,
that Robert R. Livingston had set out on his return, and as
that part of the C;ommittee for arranging the Army which
were to the southward have got back to Fishkill, we con-
sidered ourselves under the necessity of joining them; and
considering the nature of our powers, which respected chiefly
the Militia, which were now all in motion, we could not per-
ceive that our stay in Albany would be serviceable.

" Your Committee then addressed a letter to Colonel
Whiting, informing him that they had ordered Colonel Robert
Rensselaer, with one hundred and fifty of the Claverack
Militia, to march into King's District, and requesting that,
as Colonel Rensselaer's detatchment would be much wanted
for an important service in another quarter, that he might be
detained no longer than the safety of the district and the
condition of the disaffected rendered absolutely necessary.
Those vigorous measures, it was expected, would convince -
aliI' internal enemies both of our vigilance and power, and
intimidate the disaffected and induce them to disperse, so
that a guard of forty or fifty men, kept in constant motion,
would be sufficient to protect and preserve tranquillity in
tbat District; and being assured by the messenger, Mr.
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, that so' many could be armed in the District, it

was recommended to Colonel Whiting to imbody them
accordingly, it not being in our power to furnish either arms
or accoutrements. Colonel Rensselaer was at the same time
requested to march his detachment to Albany as speedily
as the condition of the disaffected against whom he was
employed would possibly admit.

.

"By the return of the express on the 1st November,
your Committee received your letter of the 29th ultimo,
enclosing copies of certain resolutions adopted for providing
provisions for the Northern and Southern Armies, together
with a copy of. a letter from Tench Tilghman, from Head-
Quarters.

"
Your Committee, approving said resolutions, and in order

to give them efficacy in the Northern Department,
"Resolved, That an Agent be appointed and empowered

fo purchase Wheat for the use of the Continental Army,
and that he cause the same to be manufactured into Flour,
and transported to such places where the same may be man-
ufactured with the utmost despatch.

'

"Resolved, That if any should so far disregard the safety
and preservation of this country as to refuse to dispose of
their Wheat, or other commodities necessary for the Army,
on reasonable terms, (which the Committee can have no
cause to apprehend,) that the names of all such persons be
forthwith returned to the Committee of Safety or Conven-
tion of this State, in order that proper measures may be
devised for preventing the pub]ick interest from being sacri-
ficed by the disaffection or l'apacity of individuals.
r "Resolved, That such Agent(if necessary)be authorized
to impress Drivers, Wagons, Teams, Ox-Carts, or other
carriages, for the purpose of executing, with the utmost
despatch, the Reso]utions of this Committee.

"These resolutions your Committee immediately enclosed
to Mr. Avery, Deputy Commissary for the Northern Army,
at the same time expressing their readiness to assign him as
agent fully authorized to carry the same into effect, so far as
relates to the purchase and manufacture of wheat with vigour
and despatch; adding, that if he could suggest any measure
more effectual, or stand in need of further advice or support,
respecting his department, we would cheerfully assist him,
it being our determination and intention to leave nothing
undone which, at this arduous conjuncture, might contribute
to the important purpose of supplying the Northern Army
with provisions.

" On the 2d November Captain Lush furnished your Com-
mittee with a copy of a letter, dated at Ticonderoga on the
20th October, 1776, from Joseph Trumbull, Esq., Commis-
sary-Genera], to the Committee of Bennington; also a copy
of a letter from James Yancey, Deputy Commissary, to the
said Committee, of the same date, being the letters referred
to in the information communicated by Dirck Swart on
the 28th of October; which copies the Committee of Albany
County had requested Captain Lush to procure. Mr.
Trumbull observes: 'The late success of the enemies of
'American liberty on this lake render it probable, I might
'say certain, that this post will very soon be attacked; in
'that case, as the enemy may perhaps attempt a blockade
'rather than an immediate attack on our lines, a large
'supply of provisions will be absolutely necessary; you are
'therefore requested, gentlemen, to lend all the assistance
'in your power in forwarding provisions of every kind from,

Bennington to this place, by way of Skeensburgh. The
'badness of the road may render it necessary to send flour
'on pack-horses in bags; if no other method is practicable,
'make use of that; regard not the expense. Mr. Yancey,, Deputy Commissary-Genera], has the General's orders to, pay every necessary expense and charge that may arise.'

"The letter of Mr. Yancey was in these words:

"
, This is to inform you that in consequence of a number

'of disaffected persons (in and about Albany) to the common,
safety of this Continent, there is great cJanger of a too long

'de]ay of the contracted provisions for this Army from that, place, and in particular the article of flour, and that we
'have not more than will answer for bread for the Army at,

present than about sixteen days. And as the advances of
'the enemy may be slow, and in order for a blockade, and to
'cut off all communications to this place, all which makes it
'of the utmost consequence that we have an immediate sup-, ply; and as I am appointed and empowered to act and,

contract for every necessary provision for this department

'by the Commissar;-General, Joseph Trumbull, Esq., I, thought it of the utmost importance to make this pressing
'application, that you would contract and immediately for-
'ward to Skeensborough landing all the flour diat can be
'purchased for the Army in the Northern Department; and
'relying, gentlemen, on yoUI' publick patriotism to serve
'your country, I make not the least doubt that you will
'comply with this request. I will furnish you, from time to
'time, with the Continental currency, as fast as my present, hurry of business will permit; and beg you wiII forward me
'your answer immediately, how much you will be able to
'supp]y me with, and in what time, so that I may be able to, satisfy the Commander-in-Chief at this place with this very, important business.'

"On reading whereof, it was agre"ed to send for Mr.
Avery, in orde~to be informed whether he had given inform-
ation to Head-Quarters at Ticonderoga, that would justify
the reflections against the County of Albany, contained in
the letter of Mr. Yancey, and also to know his reasons for
not an,swering onr. letter of. yesterday. Mr. Avery was
accordmg]y called III, and SaId that he would have waited
on your Committee before, but being much engaged was
prevented. That he expects and has received considerable
quantities of provisions. He was then told that the Com-
mittee were ready to give him their assistance, and that no
exertions in the power of this State would be wanting to
supply the Anny; and that if he could point out any thing
that would be serviceable it should be taken into considera-
tion. He answered that he would choose that an agent
should be appointed, agmeable to our proposal, to purchase
wheat for the manufacturing one thousand barrels of flour
and that he would also be in want of coopers. Whereu po~
the Committee showed him the resolutions of Convention
of 29th October, respecting the exemption of coopers from
military duty, and that your Committee had already ac-
quainted the Committee of Albany with said resolves, and
requested them to recall the coopers already.

" He also said that he wanted about one thousand bushels
of peas; that he does not know that he has met with any
obstructions in transporting the provisions. That the Com-
mittee of Albany had promised him all the assistance intheir
power; but that when he was in want of wagons when the
Militia were called out, he could not get ready assistance,
though he does Qot know but that the Committee did all in
their power to assist him. That he has made no complaints
to Genera] Gates, but that he has wrote to the Commissary
that there was a difficulty in getting wagons because the
Mi]itia were called up that way. Mr. Duane, one of your
Committee, thereupon read to him Mr. Yancey's letter to
the Committee of Burlington, as also Mr. Trumbull's letter
to the said Committee.

"Thereupon he was asked from whom this information
could be derived? He said h~ had never given the Com-
missary any other information respecting the want of waO'ons
or the obstruction of the transportation, than what he b:'fore
related, and particularly that he had Jaid no b]alIle to the
inhabitants of the County of Albany; that the Committee
of Albany had always behaved genteelly to him, and have
readiJy offered their services to assist him. That the inter- ._.
ruption of transporting provisions occasioned by the calling
out of the Militia continued for a short time on]y.

" Whereupon your Committee declared, that as nothing
would work a greater prejudice to the publick service than.
sowing the seeds of jealousy and distrust at such a critical
juncture,. the Committee should think it their duty to make
the strictest inquiry into Yancey's letter and information
and the motives which induced him to write it; for that a~
on the one hand they would have taken care that any per-
son that might have been guilty of obstructing the trans-
portation should be punished with the utmost severity, so
it was equally their duty, if the charge in that letter was
groundless, to have it publick]y exposed, that the ill impres-
sions which it had occasioned might be removed; and for
this purpose they must request Mr. Avery, if he could do
it consistently, to furnish the Committee with extracts or
copies of suc.h letters as he ,has late~y:sent !O Ticonderoga
upon the subject of transportmg prOVISIOns,either to General
Gates or the Commissary there. He answered that he
would, and thereupon withdrew.

"In the afternoon of the same day he again waited on
your Committee and acquainted them' that he hadnot kept
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'copies of the letters which he had ]att]y sent to Ticonde'-,roga.'

" Your Committee having, at their first interview with
Mr. Avery, inquired what quantity of provisions the Deputy
Commissary-General had delivered over to him when he
entered upon his office, answered, a 'sufficient quantity of
beef, though but little flour.' Your Committee thereupon
directed Walter Livingston, Esquire, the late Deputy Com-
missary, to lay before them a return of tbe flour delivered
over by him to Mr. Avery; which be accordingly did; by
which it appears the quantity so delivered over amounted to
fourteen tierce!:;and sixteen barrels of bread, fifty-four Con-
necticut barrels and three thousand two hundred and nine
New- York barrels of flour, being fifty-nine days' rations for
eleven thousand men.

"At the interview with Mr. Avery on tbe 2d of November,
the said return was produced to him, whicb he perused.

"General Schuyler having arrived in Albany, after con-
ferring with him respecting the situation of Tryon County,
it was

"Resolved, That General Schuyler be requested and au-
thorized to issue his orders to the Commanding or other
Officer in Tryon County, in case the enemy should invade
the western frontier of this State, to cause aU the Cattle,
Sheep, and Swine, and Provisions, which may be exposed to
their Rangers, to be driven in and secured; and if that shall
not be practicable, destroyed, that at a1l events they may
not fall into the hands of the enemy; and for this purpose
they be empowered to impress Horses and Carriages.

" Your Committee also conferred with General Schuyler
respecting the state of supplies for the Northern Army; and,
among other things, inquired of him whether the transporta-
tion of provisions had been obstructed by the calling out of
the Militia, or from any other cause?

"In answer, tbe General informed your Committee that
the Militia being attended with a great number of baggage-
wagons, he had immediately given orders for detaining and
employing those carriages on the communication; that he
had further ordered all the Militia of HalfMoon District
who chose, to be excused from military duty, on condition
that they would assist with their teams in transporting pro-
visions, which a great number of them accordingly did; that
in consequence of these measures, the transportation, instead
of being obstructed by calling out the Militia, had been
greatly facilitated; that he had never heard, nor did he
be]ieve, that the transportation had met with the least
obstruction from any cause whatever, but, on the contrary,
that provisions had been carried forward as soon as they
were ready to be delivered by the Commissary; that during
the present struggle he had experienced so much readiness
in the inhabitants of the County of Albany to assist in the
transportation, that he had in no instance been under the
necessity of impressing a single carriage. .

"On the 3d November your Committee adopted the fol-
lowing Resolution, viz:

"Resolved, That Cornelius Cuyler and Peter Cantine be,
and they are hereby appointedAgents to assist Mr. AvenJ,
agreeable to his request, in purchasing Wheat and manu-
facturing the same into Flour, to the amount of about one
thousand barrels, and also purchase Olle thousand bushels
of Peas; and that they acquaint Mr. Avery from time to
time of their proceedings, and take his directions as to the
dispositions of the said Provisions, and to apply to him to
furnish them with money for that purpose."

Resolved, That this Committee of Safety do fully approve
of, and justify, the proceedings of the said Committee.

Resolved, That that part of the Report of the said Com-
mittee which relates to Mr. Yancey's ana Mr. Trumbull's
Letters, together with all tbeir other transactions relative to
the purchase of or transportation of Provisions which is
contained in their Report, be committed to a Committee,
consistingof Mr. Robert R. Livingston, Mr. Robert Yates,
and Mr. Duane.

Wednesday, 9 ho. P.
M" November 6,1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: P. Van Cortlandt, Esq., President.
Colonel Brasher-NEw- YORK.
Mr. Little, Colonel Allison, Mr. Joseph Smith-ORANGE.
Mr. Adgate, Col. Van Rensselaer, Mr. A. Yates-ALBANY.

Mr. Newkirk-TRyoN.
Mr. W. Smith-SUFFOLK.
Colonel G. Drake, Judge Graham, Colonel Van CQrt-

landt-WEsTCHESTER.
Mr. Cantine-ULsTER.
Mr. R. R. Livingston-DuTCHESS.

Captain Patrick Dennis's request for the advance of
£500, on account of the Vessels by him purchased and the
moneys he has advanced for the purpose of obstructing the
na vigation of the East River, was taken into consideration.

Thereupon Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay
to Captain Patrick Dennis the sum of £500, on account
of the moneys that have become due him in pursuance of
the directions for obstructing the East River navigation.

Comfort Sands, Esq., Auditor-General of this State, by
his certificate dated yesterday, has certified that he has exam-
ined the Account of Peter. T. Curtenius, Esq., Commissary
to the Convention of this State, commencing the 12th day
of June last, and ending the 24th day of October last, as
also his several vouchers accompanying it, all which he finds
just and true; and that the sum of £9,293 15$. 5d. is the
balance due him. .

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State do immedi.
ate]y pay to the said p'eter T. Curtenius, on his receipt, the
said sum of £9,293 15s. 5d., in fulrfor the balance due to
him, the said Peter T. Curtenius, to the said 24th day of
October last, included.

Thursday, November 7th, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Colonel Van Cortlandt, Vice President.

Colonel Brasher-N EW-YORK.
Mr. Landon, Mr. R. R. Livingston-DuTcHESS.
Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Adgate, Col. Van Rensselaer-ALBANY.
l\h. Smith, Mr. Miller-SUl>'FOLK.
Mr. Newkirk-TRyoN.
Mr. Cantine-ULsTER.
Colonel Allison, Mr. Little-fJRANGE.

Colonel Curtenius attending, informed the Committee
that he stands indebted in large sums of money by contracts
made for the purchasing of Clothing and other articles, as
Commissary of the Convention of this State, and pursuant
to their order; that many of the accounts be has not yet
received, and therefore requested a sum of money on ac-
count.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State advance to
Peter T. Curtel/ius,Esq., on account, the sum of £5,706
4s. 7d:, taking a proper receipt for the same.

A Letter from Comfort Sands, Esq., Auditor-General,
dated yesterday, enclosing an account of Arms and Accou-
trements delivered by Mr. Norwood, the Comn,1issary to
General Scott's Brigade, and for which stoppages were to be
made out of the pay of the men who recdved tbem, was
read.

Ordered, That a copy of the said Account be sent to
General Scott without delay.

A Letter from Tench Taghman, Esquire, dated the 5th
instant, to the Committee of COI'I'espondence, giving intel-
ligence of the Army, was received and read.

The foHowing Resolutions, moved by Robert R. Liv-
ingston, Esq., were read and agreed to, viz:

.As great abuses are daily committed in the granting of
Passes without sufficient examination to persons inimical to
the State, in order to remedy the same as well as to prevent
and detect counterfeit Passes:

Ordered, That every County Committee throughout this
State appoint two judicious men, of known attachment to
its interest, in each Precinct, Manor, or District, who shall
grant the P~sse.s bereinafter mentioned, to such persons only
of whose 'Prmclples they shall be fuH}"satisfied.

Ordered, That four thousand Passes be printed, leaving a
blank for the date, name, and place of abode of the person,
and the place to which he may pt'oceed; that they be signed
by either of the Secretaries of the Convention of this State,
and sent to the several Counties, to be lodued in tbe hands
of the Commissioners above-mentioned. '"

Ordered, That when any person shall apply for a Pass,
the blank in the same sbaU be fi11edup with his name in the
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Mr. Contine, Colonel De Witt-ULSTER.
Colonel Allison, Mr. Jos. Smith, Mr. Little-ORANGE.

Resolved, That this Committee will pay Wages and the
value of their Rations remaining due, to such of the officers
and men belonaina to Colonel Smith's Regiment as are
now actually w~hi~ sllch parts of this or the neighbouring
States as are not in the possession of the enemy, for the
time they have respectively been in service.

Ordered, That a copy of the above Resolutions ~e
served on Lieutenant-Colonel Sands, and that he be d~-
rected to procure Muster-Rolls to be returned to this Com-
mittee or Convention of this State, under the oatb of the
officel'S commanding companies, containing the names of
those men only who are now within such parts of this or
the neighbouring States as are not in the possession of the
enemy.

Resolved, That the President, Vice President, and the
Chairman of each respective County Committee in this
State be, and they are hereby empowered to administer such
oath.

Mr. Duer informed the Committee of Safety that the
Committee for detecting Conspiracies have in custody a per-
son who they have reason to believe is an o~ce~ o,r !he
Savage ship-of-war, and who has been engaged 10 mhstlOg
men to serve in the Army of Great Britain against the
American States. Mr. Duer requests the sense of the
Cominittee whether the said Prisoner ought not to be sent
to Head-Quarters, to be tried by law martial.

Resolved, (as the opinion of this Committee,) That the
Committee of Conspiracies, &c., do cause the said Prisoner
to be conveyed under a proper guard to the America"
Camp, in Westchester County; and that they transmit to
his Excellency General Washington all examinations and
witnesses relative to the said person.

Thllrsday afternoon, November 7th, 1776. .,

Th C .
t t t t d

.
t Resolved, That Henry J. Van Rensselaer, Esq., be ande ommlt ee me Pur;;uan 0 a Journmen . ... . .

d h I
'

"

hereby IS appomted CommJssloner to supermten t e .JOan
Present: Colonel Van Cortlandt, VICePre;;ldent. Office in this State, for the purpose of receiving rnoney on

Mr. Duane, Mr. Brasher-NEw-YoRK. loans on the credit of and for the use of the United States
Colonel Van Cortlandt, Colonel Drake-WEsTcHESTER. Qf America, pursuant to the Resolutions of the 'honourable
Mr. Adgate:-ALBANY. . the Congress of the said State, passed the 3d day of October
Colonel. Allzson, l\~r. Lztqe-ORANGE. last past. '
MI'. Smzt~, Mr. Mzller-SuFFoLK. Whereas his Excellency General Washington hath di-
Mr. ,Contzne-ULsTER. rected that Barracks for tbe accommodation of two thousand
Mr. Newkirk-TRyoN. .. men should be erected at or near this place: And whereas
Mr. Landon, Mr. R. R. Lzvmgston-DUTcHESS. . it hath been represented to this Committee, in the report of

A Letter from Ebenezer Hazard, enclosing sundry the Quartermaster-General, that as boards are exceedingly
Newspapers containing Plans of Government, was received scarce, and a sufficient number cannot possibly be pro-
and read. cured for all the Barracks that will be wanted for the winter

A Letter from Tench Tilghman, Esq., dated yesterday, quarters of .the Army, it will be necessary to build those
informing the Committee of the enemy's Army being moved Barracks ,,:lth mu~ walls: And ~here~s, the se~s,on proper
towards New- York. for this busmess bemg ahnost. expired, It ISre~Ulslte a num-,

. ber of men should be immediately employed III order tbatA Letter from Gerard Bancker, Esq., dated this day,
h B k b fi

.
h d ' th ed ' t '

. And wll reas'
. t e arrac s may e nJS e WI exp I Ion. e

.
requestmg that some person may be appOJ~ted to take

a lication hath this da been made by William Duer, Esq.,charge of the Treasury Books and Papers until the Trea-
S

pp .
t d t fc b ' I

Y
d ' th

'

.
d Ba acks to th 'l '

Com'
.

h
.

d d upenn en en or UI mg e sal rr , s -surer shall a[lpomt some person 10 IS stea , was rea.
mittee for one hundred men of the Militia of this County,Ordered, That the same be referred to Messrs. Duane,

I b ' t ' th ' d B k .
R L ' .' C I D to a our III construe mg e sal arrac , s .Robert. wZ'ngston,and olone rake.

. Resolved, therefore, That one hundred men of the Mili- .A Letter from Comfort Sands, Esq., AudItor-General, tia of this State be immediately ordered out for the above
dated ~hisday~relative to his havingyower to take with him purpose. '
t~ Phz,'adelphzaall the Accounts,wl~hthe Vouchers,~nd a Resolved, (as the opinionof this Committee,) That thedIscretIOnarypower to settle the Contmental Accounts 10the men to be employed in this service, as they w,iIl be con-
best manner he can, was read.. standy on fatigue, ought to be allowed three-eighths of a

Or~ered, That the same be committed to th~, same dollar per day, and Continental rations.
CommIttee as Mr. Baneke-r's Letter, wIth the additIon of Whereas the Militia of the District of the Manor of Liv-
Mr. Roosez,elt. ingston, Corr:ac7cy,Cattskill, Luningburgh, and Groetem-

bergh, in the County of Albany, either thr~ugh want of
zeal in, or disaffection to, the cause of Amerzcan freedom,
have not, on a late occasion, turned out with arms, or in other
respects borne an equal part in,the defence of the,ir co~ntry
with the other inhabitants of thIs State; and It bemg highly
just and equitable, in the present critical sit~ation of the St~te,
when nothing less than the personal ~ervlCeof the, subJe?t
will suffice that such as, throuo-henmIty or cowardice, will
not step fo;th as soldiers should contribUte an equivalent in
labour:

Resolved, therefore, That the Commanding Officers of
the Militia of the said District immediately detach out of
the same one hundred men, to wit: Fifty fi'om the Manor
of Livingston, and fifty from the District of Coxacky, Catts-

handwriting of the person so applying, and the Commis-
sionpr granting shall endorse the same.

Res~lved, That from and after the twentieth day of this
month, no person be permitted to travel out of the District,
Manor, or Precinct, in which he, usually resides, unless he
comes from some otber State, and brings a Pass for the same,
without such a Pass as above described, or such as may be
granted by the Convention or Committep. of Safety of this
State; but shall be liable to be arrested and detained by any
member of either County, District, Manor, or Precinct
Committee, or any military officer, till discharged by order
either of the Committee of the District, Manor, or Precinct
ill which he was so arrested, or by the General Committee
of the County in which he is detained.

Resolved, That each Commissionerbe allowed the sum
of sixpence for every Pass which he shall grant, to be paid
by the person applying for the same.

Ordered, That two hundred copies of these Resolutions
be printed in handbills, and a number of them tratlsmitted
to each County Commit!ee in this State, who al'e ~er~by
directed to transmit copies thereo'- to the several DIstrICt,
Manor, or Precinct Committees within their respective Coun-
ties.

A Letter fromGeneral Scott, dated the 5th instant, and
directed to the Convention, givinO'an account of the state
and movements of the Army, ;nd recommending Major
Fish for a commission on the establishment, was read and
referredto the Committeeof Arrangement. .

A Letter from Colonel Malcolm to Mr. McKesson, recom-
mending several of the Officers for commissions on the
establishment, was received and rea~. Referred to the
Committee of Arrangement.

Friday morning, November 8th, 1776,

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Colonel Van Cortlandt, Vice President.

Colonel Brasher, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Duane-NEw-YoRK.
Colonel Van Cortlandt, Colonel Drake, Judge Gtaham-

WESTCHESTER.
Mr. Adgate, Mr. Cuyler, Mr. R. Yates, Colonel Van

Rensselaer-ALBANY.
I

Mr. Landon, Captain Platt, Mr. R. R. Livingston-
DUTCHESS.

Mr. Smith, Mr. Miller-SUFFOLK.
Mr. Duer-CHARLOTTE.
Mr. Newkirk-TRYON.
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kill, Luningburgh, and Groetemboght; ann such persons as
shall in general repute be of the character above described;
and that they proceed witbout delay to this place, to wQrk
and 1abour in erecting the said Barracks; each man to pro~
vide himself with either a good feUing-axe, a spade, an iron
shovel, or a corn-hoe. The detachment of the Manor of
Livingston to be commanded by a Captain, and the detach-
ments from the other Districts by two Subaltero;s of known
attachment to the cause of America. These officers to be
appointed by the commanding officers of the Militia of the
above-mentioned Di;stricls; to be continued in service for
one month, unless sooner discharged; and the officers to be
allowed Continental pay and rations.

Resolved, That if any person or persons to be detached
as aforesaid should refuse to march, that the Commanding
Officer of the Militia in such case be authorized to call upon
Captain Peter Gaasbeck, for the assistance of his CQmpany
in order to compel them.

Resolved, That three days' Wages be allowed to each
man for coming, and as many for going or returning home,
together with one penny per mile for his maintenance upon
the road.

Resolved, That any person detached as above may send
any Slave or able-bodied man accustomed to 1abour, in his
stead.

Saturday lJ19rning, November 9th, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Pres!J\1t; Colond Van Cortlandt, Vice President.

Mr. DU(1ne-N EW- Y ORI~.
Mr. Lawlon--.DuTc a:ESS.
Mr. N~wkirk-TJ,I.'fo.N..
Mr. Adgate, Mr. II.. Yates, i\Jr. Cuyler, Colone] Van Rens-

selaer-AT.BANY.
Mr. Smith, Mr. Miller-SuFFoU.
Colonel Van Cortlandt, Judge Graham-WE!;TCHf:STEn.
Colonel De Witt, Mr. Contine-UJ.sTEU.
Mr. Little, Colonel A.llison-Olt40NGE.

Colonel De. Witt, a member of the Committee fOrinquir-
ing into Conspiracies, &c., informed the Committee ofS1\fety
that a number of disaffected persons, now in confinement.
in this p1ace, and who have been apprehended by order
of the said.Committee, are to be sent to the neighbouring
States to be there cQnfined, and that the said Comroittee
~tand in need of at least five hl\Qdred Pounds to defray the
expenses of tra\1sporting and guarding the said Prisoners to
the places desti.ned for their residence and confinement;

Thereupon, Ordend, That tbe Treasurer of this State
advance to the Committee appointed by the Convention of
this State for the purpose of mquiring into, detecting, and
defeating all Conspiracies formed in. thi$ SU\te agaipst the
liberties of .4merica, the sum of five hund.red founds, for the
purpose of defraying the expenses of conveying and gl!arding
a number of disaffected persons, now under confinement in
this place, to such parts of the neighbouring States as shall
~~ (le~!Jrmin~dqn.by the said CQmmittee.

On motion of Mr. Joshua Smith,
Ordered, That the President write a Letter to Thomas

Outwater, Esq., a Member for Orange County, requesting
his attendance immediately, or show cause, on pain of con-
tempt.

A Letter from Robert Boyd, Chairman of the Committee
of Ulster District, directed to the Members of Ulster in
Convention, relative to the members of Committee being
exempted from militaryduty.

Ordered, To lie on the table till a fuller House.

S~turda1 afternoon, November 9th, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to.a.djournment.
Present: Colonel Van Co.rtlandt, Vice President.

Mr. Duane, c..;olond Brasher-NEw-Y OUK.
Colonel Van Cortkmdt, Judge Graharn--WEsTcHEsTElt.
Mr. A.dgate, Mr. Cuyler, Mr. R. Yates, Colewe! Van Rens.

stlaer-AL~4N'Y.
Mr. Smith, Mr. Miller-SuFFoLK.
Mr. Newkirk-Tfl'foN.
Mr. Contine~ULsTER.
Colonel Allison, Mr. ~ittle-OnANGE.
Mr. R. Livirrgsto.n-Du'1'CUESS.

An Accoul1t of Benjamin Birdsall, Thomas Brush, and
Carl Kitchum, amounting to £ 10 Is. 6d., for their troub1e
and expenses in guarding and conveying two Prisoners (w.110
were brought fromLong-Island, and who were very active
and engaged in the enemy's service) from Norwiclt, in Con-
necticut, to Fishkill, in Dutchess County, was read.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the State pay to the said
Benjamin Birdsall, Thomas Bush, and Carl Kitchum, Of
either of them, the above sum of £10 Is. 6d., and take his
or their receipt for the same.

Stephen Ward, Esq., attending, informed the Committee
that he finds it very unpl'Ofitable,if not impracticab1e, for
him to procure the Hides of the cattle by him drove down
to the American Army in Westchester County, pursuant to
the Resolutions of the Convention of this State.

Ordered, That Mr. Ward be authorized to purchase, on
the most reasonable terms, on account of this State, all the
Hides he can, and cause them to be conveyed to this p1ace
by water from Peekskill.

Whereas the Committee appointed by the Convention of
this State for the purpose of inquiring into, detecting, and
defeating Conspiracies which may'be formed in this State
against the liberties of America have represented to this
Committee that they find it expedient to employ Egbert
Benson, Esq., to repair to the General Court of the State
of New-Hampshire to solicit their reception of a number Qf
prisoners whom the said Committee have directed to _bere-
moved from this State: And whereas certain circumstances
may arise in the execution of the trusts reposed in him, the
said Egbert Benson, by the said Committee, which may occa-
sion a greater expense than is at present apprehended:

Resolved, That the General Court of the State of New-
Hampshire be and they hereby are requested to advance to
the said Egbert Benson any surn of money he may app1y
to them for; not exceeding one thousand Dollars; and this
Committee do pledge to them the faith of this State for the
repayment of the money they may so advance to him.

Ordered, That a Letter be sent to Colonel Gilbcrt ])rake.,
requesting him and the other Members of the Couoty of
Westchester to attend without delay; and that another Letter
be sent to Major Landon on the same subject.

A Letter from Tench Tilghman, Esq., dated yesterday,
informing that the enemy are at Dobbs's Ferry, with a great
number of Boats, perhaps to go into Jersey or proceed up
the river, was received and rear],

Thereupon a draft of a Letter to Gen.eral &huyler was
read and approved of, relative to sending down Boats from
Albany to transport our Troops across the Hudson River, if
necessary; and is in the words following, that is to say;

"FishkiJI, November 9th, 1776.

"SIR: The Committee of Safety having been informed
that the enemy have brought all their boats to Do.bbs'sFerry,
where the principal part oCtheir Army now are, apprehend
that they may possib1yintend to transport themse1ves over
to the Jerseys, and march up from thence, in which case a
number of boats wiJ] be wanted for our Army. As no time
should be lost, we take the liberty of suggesting to you the
propriety of orderingsuch as can be spared fromAlbany to
be sent down to this place. We shaH write to General
W(lshington upon the subject, and doubt not but he will
approve of the UleaSUre. If yOIlare at a loss foroars, there
are a number belonging to the Secret Committee of this
ConventiQn which may be had by applying to Mr. Ph. Van
Rensselo,er, who will take an account of them.

"I am, sir, yours, &c. By order:
"Major-General &huyler, Albany."

Die Lunre, 10 ho. A. M., Novembe,llth, 1176:

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: P. Van Cortlandt, Vice President.

Colonel Brasher, Mr. Duane-N EW-YORK.
Mr. Miller, Mr. Smith-SUFFOLK.
Mr. Adgate, Mr. Cuyle~-ALBANY.
Mr. Little, Colone! Alltson-OBANGE.
Mr. Contine-ULsTER.
Mr. Newkirk-TRyoN.
R. R. Livingston, Esquire-DuTcHESS.
Co1onel Graham, Colonel Van Cortltlndt- W ESTCHESTEB.
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A Letter fromGeneral Schuyler,requestingthat fifty iron
Stoves with Pipes be procured at the Furnace in the High-
lands, and forwarded to him at Albany, was read.

Ordered, That a copy of General Schuyler's Letter for
procuring fifty Stoves be sent by Mr. Dyckman to Samuel
Patrick, at the FQrds of Dean Furnace, and that he be
requested immediately to proceed to furnish the said Stoves
with all possible despatch.

General Schuyler's Letter of the 8th instant, advising
General Carleton with his whole Army has retreated to
Canada; that the last of his troops left Crown Point at
ten o'clock on Monday morning, and that Sir John Johnson
had accompanied him, was read.

.

A Letter f!'Om Mat. Visscher, dated the 8th instant, to
Abm. Yates, Jun., giving the current inteJligence, and in-
forming that the Committee of Albany have appointed
:Messrs. Gansevoort, Lush, Doctor Young, and t.he said
Mat. Visscher, a Committee of Correspondence with the
Committee of Safety or Convention. Referred to the Com-
mittee for Albany Correspondence.

A Letter from Leonard Gansevoort, of 8th November,
acknowledgin~ on behalf of the Albany Committee the
receipt of the Resolutions of this House, forwarded to them
by express, was read.

A Letter from ~Henry Wisner, dated at New- Windsor, on
the 9th instant, relative to Barracks at Windsor, for Troops,
was read.

A Letter from Robert Boyd, Chairman of the Committee
for Ulster County, dated tbe 10th instant, was read. He
therein informs that he has sent by Colonel McClaughry
two felons, by tbeir information, one named lIenry Winck
and tbe other James Brig~s, apprehended at New- Windsor
for passing false money; that it appears that a three-dollar
bill of the emission of this State, dated the 2d September,
1775, is altered into a thirty-dollar bill, and as such they
have passed it.

Ordered, That the Chairman of the Committee of Ulster
County take the examinations of the said Henry Winck and
James Rl'iggs, and by mittimus send them, under a proper
guard of the Ulster County Rangers, to the Jail of Ulster
County, at Kingston, and ordered to be safely committed;
which mittimus the Keeper of the Jail of Ul$ter County is
hereby directed to obey.

A Letter from John Thomas, dated the 8th instant, was
read. He therein sets forth that he has purchased a quan-
tity of Tea, which is now at Kingston, in Ulster County;
that one box of it has been opened, and that the remainder
of it, amounting to about two thousand weight, is in the
custody of the Committee there, which they refuse to deliver
to him without an order from the Representatives of this
State.

Ordered, That the Committee of Kingston, in Ulster
County, permit the said John Thomas to take his said
Tea.

A Letter from Comfort Sands, Esq., Auditor-General,
dated the 8th of November, was received and read, and is in -
the words following, viz:

"Fishkill, November 8th, 1776.

"SIR: I find chargedin the publick accounts three dif-
ferent sums ad\'anced for manufacturing of arms, viz: about
a twelve month ago to Mr. Robert Boyd, who is now here,
one hundred pounds. Upon inquiring of him, I find he has
returned only six gun-barrels. To lVIr. Watkey fifty pounds.
I find he has returned none; am told he is poor, and now
removed to Brunswick, in Jersey. To Mr. Atherton three
hundred and fifty pounds. He returned none, that I can
learn. I submit to the Convention whether some steps
ought not to be taken to get the arms, (as they are now
much wanted,) or the money repaid.

" I am, sir, your very humble servant,

" COMFORT SANDS.

"To P. Van Cortlandt, Esquire."
A Letter from Comfort Sands, Esq., dated the 8th instant,

enclosing the Treasurer's Accounts, was also read, and is in
the words following, that is to say:

"
Fishkill, Noyember 8th, 1716.

"SIR: Here enclosed I send you the Treasurer's Account
Current, No. I, from the 17th June, 1775, to the 30th April
last, as audited by the Committee of Pay-Table; also his
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Accourl1 Current, No.2, from the 1st ]}lay last to this dar.
Balance in his hands £4,523 5s. 2~d. _

"These papers I think necessary to send in, that they
may be filedwith the Records of the Convention, if it shall
be thought necessary.

" I am, sir, your mosthumble servant.

" COMFORT SANDS.

"P. Van Cortlandt, Esquire."
The two Accounts therein mentioned were also read, and

are as follows, that is to say:
Dr.- The Convention 0/ the State of NEW -Y 9 RK, in .Recount Current U!ith

P. V. B. LIVINGSTON,Treasurer.
1776. DR.

Nov'r 9. To amount of an account of the several pay-
ments that have been made by me from
the 1st day of May last to this day, which
Account, signed by the Auditor-General,
ComfrrrtSands, and by my Deputy, is this
day produced to the said Auditor-General,
t9gether with all the Accounts and Re-
ceipts referred to in said Account, amount-
ing to : £130,352 4 O){

To balance due to the ConventIOn. .. .. .. . 4,523 5 2)jl

£134,875 9 3>4

] 776. CR.
Jlfay 1. By balance of old Account.. . . . . .. . . .. . . .
June 6. By Cash received of Moses Ogden, he returnS

By ditto of John Berrian, for Powder.. .. ..
By ditto of ComfrrrtSands, for ditto... .. . . .

"
17. By ditto of Daniel Dunscomb, he repays so

much I formerly paid Simon Van.'lntwerp
for Salt. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .

" 26. By ditto of Richard Norwood for Powder...

"
27. By ditto of Gillian Varrick for ditto.. . . .. ..

July 15. By ditto of .N'athaniel Sacket, the balance of
an Account for transporting Lead.. . . . . .

"
21. By ditto of Isaac Roosevelt in different pay-

ments, money he had printed, and signed
by order of Convention. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .

By ditto of Peter T. Curtenius, per Mr.
Duer, he lends.. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . ..

By ditto of General Washington, per Mr.
Duer, in part of the £20,000 he advances
to this State. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . .

.!lug. 10. By ditto of Colonel 'PrumbuU,forFlour,&c.,
sold him. . . . . .. . . . . .. . :. . .. . . . . .. . . ..

By ditto of General Washington per John
Broome, the remainder of the £20,000
which he advances....................

"
20, By ditto of Captain Henry Bensen, he returns

Srpt. ]6. By ditto of Ezra L'Hommedieu, Loan-Office
money, for Suffolk County.............

October 9. By ditto of Dirck Swart, by .!lbraham Yates,
Jun., the ba]ance of his Account fol' trans-
porting stores from Ticonderoga, No. ]86.

By ditto of .!lb, Livingston, for 100 bushels
of Peas so]d and d e]ivered him in the
Highlands, at 6s. 6d ..........

By ditto of ditto, balance of his Commissary
Account, No. 952. ....................

"
12. By ditto of Continental CongreffS, per New-

York Delegates.. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. .. .. .

"
23, By ditto of ditto, per William Floyd to pur-

chase Clothing ................
By ditto of Henry Wisner, balance of his

Account, No. 835, forwarding Lead, &c..
to Orange and Ulster Counties. . . . . .. . . .

Nov'r 9. By ditto from Messrs. Livingston and Pal-
mer, a balance of their Account, for build-
ing Port Montgomery...................

By ditto of Colonel Trumbull, on account
for Pork sold him. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . ..

By ditto of Commissary Paulding, on ac-
count, for Moneys expended by Messrs.
Van Cortlandtand Platt................

£],957 8 872
100 0 0
23 ]5 6
12 10 0

26 ]2 6
30 0 0
26 00

200

55,300 0 0

2,]82 19 0

8,000 0 0

\)3,840 16 0

]2,000 0 0
500 0 0

428 0 0

190 °7

3211) 0

1,410 18 9

40,000 0 0

4,000 0 0

20 06

7 17 47{

5,040 0 0

1,200 0 0

£]34,875 9 3>4

Errours excepted.
For P. V, B. LIVINGSTON, Trea.!urer:

GERARD BANCKER.
FISHKILL, November 9th, 1776.

Examined and allowed the above-mentioned sum of four thousand
five hundred and twenty-three pounds five shilJings and two pence half
penny, to be the true balance due to the Convention of the State of New-
YO/ok, November 9th, 1776. 90MFORT SANDS.

Ordered, That the Treasurer do not payout any part of
the money appropriated to purchase Clothing, for any othel'
purpose but that for which it was designed,

The Committee appointed to form an arrangement of the
Continental Recriments to be raised in this Stqte, having ob-
tained leave, in °order to proceed on this important business,
acquainted the Committee of Safety that they can only
form a quorum of their Committee at present; that but one
of the gentlemen who went to King's Bridge, and is now
present, in mBny instances received information, with Colonel
De Witt, who is absent; and therefore they request the
directions of the Committee of Safety in the premises.

Thereupon, Ordered, That a :Messenger be despatched
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to Colonel De Witt, to request his immediate attencance at
Fishkill, to assist the Committee of Arrangement, that the
necessary business of arrangmg the Army may not be
delayed. .

Tuesday morning, November 12th, 1776.

The Committee of Safety met.
Prespnt: P. Van Cortlandt, Vice President.

1\11'.Duane. Colonel Brasher-N EW-YORK.
Mr. P. Va~ Cortlandt, Judge Graham-WEsTcHESTER.
Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Adgate, Mr. Cuyler-ALBANY.
Mr. Little, Colonel Allison-ORANGE.
1\1r. Smith, Mr. L'IIommedieu, Mr. j}[iller-SuFFoLK.
Mr. Contine-ULsTER.
Mr. Newkirk-TRyoN.
Mr. R. R. Livingston-DuTcHEss.

A Letter from Jacob Hornbeeck, Chairman of the Com-
mittee of Rochester, dated tbe 9th instant, was read. He
tberein sets fortb the distresses of the inhabitants ,forwant
of Salt to preserve their meat, and requests a supply of Salt,
if the Convention has it, and if not, that they may have
infrmnation where it may be purchased, at any price, that
they may go and procure it. _

A Letter to the Committee of Rochester was read and
approved, and is in the words following, that is to say:

"Fishkill, November ]2th, 1776.

"GENTLEMEN; In answer to your Jetter we must inform
you that it is not in our power to supply y?U w!tb salt; nor
can we direct you where you can get any 111thJS State.

"
An advertisement has lately been published in the New-

llaven papers, to preserve beef with a sma1l quantity of
salt, which may be of great use to you and others: Four
pounds of salt, four ounces of saltpetre, and two pounds of
sugar, added to four gallons .of wat~r, will be sufficient for !l
barrel of beef, if the quantity of liquor cover the beef; If
not, add more of the sam~.till the beef is covered. It is
likely a larger quantity oftf1e same materiaJs may be neces-
sary to sa ve pork. . . . .

"It is expected that consIderable quantities of salt WI]}
arrive at the eastward before Christmas, so that people may
have a supply.

"Weare, gentlemen, your obedient servants."

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, signed by
the President, and transmitted immediately.

Resolved That notice'*' be forthwith given to the County
Committee; of each respective County not in the possession
of the enemy, that the Convention are now proceeding on
the business of forming a system of Government, and that
it is necessary that the Members give their attendance with-
out delay.

Resolved, That a copy of the prece~ing Resolution be
entered by the Secretary to the ConventIon, and sent to the
Chairman of each County.

Resolved, That the like notice he given by the sending
to the Members of New- York, Suffolk, Queen's, and King's.
Counties, who are not in the power of the enemy.

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to take the
<Tenera1superintendence of the Poor, to receive and examine
~pplications, to give. directions to such pe:sons as they shall
think proper for settmg them at work, to Issue orders to the
several County Committees for providing them with pro-
visions, for putting out tbe children of such Poor, and for
examining and auditing all accounts of charges accrued by
their means.

Resolved, That the said Committee have power to re-
move a1l the Fool' belonging to this State from any neigh-
bOJlring State into this, it being the design of this State to
maintain their poor within the same.

"IN COMMITTEE OF SAFET, FOR THE STATE OF NEW-Y ORK, ~
FISHKILLS, November 12, 1776. 5

Resolved That notice be given to the County Committees of each
respeetive 'County in this State not !n the possess!on of the en~my,
that the Convention are now proceeding on the busmess of framm~ a
system of Government, and that it is necessary that .the Members gIve
their attenda.nce, without delay.

Resolved That a copy of the preceding Resolution be enclosed by the
Secretary to the Chairman of each of the said County ~ommittees.

Resolved That the like notice be given, by the Secretary, to the
:\Iembers ~f .Vew-York, Suffolk, Queen's, and Kit>g's Counties, who are
l\ot in the power of the enemy.

.
.

Extract from the Minutes: JOHN McKESSON, Secretary.

Resolved That the above Committee be requested to
write to Go~'ernour Trumbull to send a1l the Poor belonging
to this State, and which are now at the charge of Connecti-
cut, into Dutchess County, in the State of New- York.

Resolved, That this State wiJI payor reimburse the ex-
pense incurred by such removal.

Resolved T~at Mr. L' Hommedieu, Colonel Allison, and
Mr. Adgat;, be a Committee for the purposes aforesaid.

Resolved, That the superintendence of the fool', com-
mitted to Messrs. L'IIommedieu, Colonel Allison, and Mr.
Adgate as a Committee, by Resolutions of this Committee,
shaH oniy extend to the Poor removed from those Counties
now in possessio'n of the enemy, and such Poor the h.eads of
whose families have been, by order, removed from thIs State
as inimical to the cause of America.

A Letter from John R. Livingston, with an Invoice 01
Goods &c., was received, and referred to Colonel Brashier,, .
Robert Yates, and Mr. L'Hommedteu.

The Letter and Accountsof Samuel Broum, of Guilfonl,
in Connecticut,for removingStock from Long-Island, were
read, and ordered to remain ti1la Convention meets.

Resolved,That all Muster-Rollshereafterto be delivered
or brought into the Convention of this State shall, before
the aJlo'wance thereof, be attested by the Captain or other
Officer commanding each respective Company, in the man-
ner following, namely:

"I, A B, Captain of a Company of Foot raised. in the
County of , do solemnly declare that the
within is a just and true Muster-RoJl of my Company for
the month [specifying the month,] containing the
names of the Officers and Privates of the said Company,
and the times of their respective inlistment and service."

Resolved, That every such Muster-RoJl be so attested
before the President or Vice President of the Convention
of this State or the Chairman of the Committee of the
County in which such Companywas raised, who are hereby
respectively empowered to administer such oath.

Ordered, That a copy of the two last Resolutions be
delivered to the Auditor-General.

Die Mercurii, 10 ho. A. M., November 13th, 1776.

The Committee of Safety met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: P.ierre Van Cortlandt, Vice President.
Mr. Duane, Colonel Brasher-NEw-YoRK.
Colonel Van Cortlandt, Judge Graham, Cqlonel Drake-

WESTCHESTER.
Mr. Ad[fate, Mr. Cuyler-ALBANY.
Mr. Little, Colonel Allison-ORANGE.
Mr. Smith, Mr. Miller, Mr. L' Hommedieu-SuFFoLK.
Mr. Newkirk-TRyoN.
Mr. Contine, Major Parks-ULsTER.
R. R. Livingston, Major Schenck-DuTCHESS.

Ordered, That a Messenger be sent to Major Schenck,
Mr. Sacket, and Mr. Platt, and to such MeJnbers of the
City of New- York as are in the neighbourhood of Fishkill,
to desire their punctual attendance at ten o'clock to-morrow
moming, in order to form a Convention.

Samuel Dyckman reported thai he delivered the letter
directed to MI'. Samuel Patrick, yesterday; that he engaged
to deliver fifty Stoves in three weeks; that if the Convention
will send sheet-il'On,he wi\1 furnish the doors in the same
time. The dimensions of the Stoves are: the bottom two
feet six. inches long, fourteen inches wide, one foot eight
inches high. The door, fourteen inches high and seven
inches wide.

Mr. Dyckman further reports, that Mr. Patrick informed
him that Samuel Boyd, a soldier of Fort Montgomery, un-
dcrstoQdthe method of making Pipes for the Stoves.

Thereupon the following Resolutions were read, and ap-
proved of:

Whereas General Schuyler, by letter dated the 8th
instant, requests the Committee or Convention of this State
that as Mr. Livingston's furnace is not in blast, and that at
Salisbury employed in casting Cannon, he is disappointed in
getting Stoves for the Barracks for the Northern Army, and
therefore desires this Convention to get fifty cast, of the
largest sort in common use, at the furnace at the Forest oj
Dean, near Fort Montgomery; and Samuel Patrick, 1ron-
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master at the said works, having engaged to deliver the said
Stoves in three weeks, if he can be furnished with sheet-iron
for the doors and this Convention being inrormed that a
large quantit; of sheet-iron has been contracted for by his
Exce]]ency General Washingtonfor the use of the Army:

Resolved, therefore, That the said Samuel Patrick be
directed to cast and complete the said Stoves with the
utmost expedition, and to send them, as fast as they shaIl be
finished, to Fort Montgomery, to be transpor!~d to Albany.

Resolved, That the General or CommandIng Officer at
Peekskill be presented with a copy of General Schuyler's
letter and that he be I,'equested to give orders for srnding
to ' (which ison the way to the said iron-
works) a sufficient quantity Qf sheet-iron for doors for the
said fifty Stoves.

A draft of a Letter to General Schuyler was read and
approved of, and is in the words fo]]owing,that is to say:

"Fishkill, 13 November, 1776.
. "SIR : We received your favour of the 8th instant, ~nd
immediately despatched our Rider to Mr. Samuel Patrzck,
the Iron-master of the works at the Forest of Deane, near
Fort ~Iontgomery. His answer, and our resolutio?s in
consequence of it, are enclosed. We presume you wIII be
able to furnish the pipes, or supply the want of them by
some expedient; if that should not be the case, and .there
should not be sheet-iron at Peekskill, we fear you WI]) be
obliITed to have recourse to Philadelphia or New-JClISey,
ther~ being none to be had, as we can learn, in this State.

"I am yours, &c.
"General Schuyler."

A Letter fromJohn R. Livingston, with an Invoice of
Goods,&c., was read, and referred to Colonel Brasher,
Robert Yates, and Mr. L' Hommedieu.

The Committeeof Safety were informedthat a personat
New- Windsor has a quantity of Linens of different kinds to
dispose of, which he is ready to give the Cot;1mittee !he
preference of in the purchase, and the vender IS attending
for that purpose.

Ordered, That Major Parks and Mr. Newkirk be a Com-
miUee to examine the quality and prices of those goods, and
report thereon.

Die Jovis, 10 ho. A. M., November 14th, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present; P. Van Cortlandt, Vice President.

Mr. Duane, Mr. Roosevelt, Colonel Brasher-N EW-YORK.
Colonel Van Cortlandt, Judge Graham, Colonel Drake-

WESTCHESTER.
Mr. Adgate, Mr. Cuyler-ALBANY.
Mr. Little, Colonel Allison-ORANGE.
Mr. Smith, Mr. ~Iiller, Mr. L'Hommedieu-SuFFoLK.
Mr. Newkirk-TRyoN.
Mr. Contine, Major Parks-ULsTER.
R. R. Livingston, Major Schenck-DUTcHESS.

Resolved, That Mr. John Sleght be requested to go to
the store of EbenezerS. Burling, at the house of Cornell
Sands, and examine the goods there, and report to this
Committee what parts of them are fit for the use of the
Army, and the prices of such goods; and that in the mean
time the owners of those goods be requested to retain them
until the further order of this Committee or the Convention
of this State.

The whole business of arranging and recruiting the Army
being delayed by the absence of Colonel De Witt, to the
unspeakable detriment of this State,

.

Ordered, That Sampson Dyckman, the Messenger, do
proceed, withoutdelay,as a messenger, to Colonel De Witt,
to request his immediate attendance; and that if Colonel
De Witt should be from home, the said Messenger search
for him until he shall find him, and deliver him a copy of
this Order.

Robert Yates, Esq., Chairman of a Committee c~nsisting
of Mr. Cuyler, Mr. Duane, and him~elf, lately sent to
Albany to form an arrangement for recruiting the Army,
delivered in the Account of their disbursements, with sundry
Vouchers for the same.

Ordered, That the said Accounts and Vouchers be

referred to Mr. Roosevelt, :1\11'.Contine, and Mr. Miller, to
report thereon.

A Letter from General Schuyler, dated Albany, the 12th
current, was read, and is as follows, viz:

"
Albany, October 12th, 1776.

" SIR : Your fitvolll' of the 9th instant I had the honour
to receive last night. I have alreadydespatchedan express
to General Gates to hasten down all the regiments whose
term of inlistment was expired. I make no doubt but tI~at
both officers and men will continue to serve with alacnty
for some time Ion ITeron this critical occasion.

" I ha ve happilY conveyed such a quantity of flour from
hence for some days past as will suffice lor fifty days for the
whole Army to_ the northward. This enables me to send
you all the batfeaux I have here, but they are only ten or
eleven in number, besides what may come from Schenectady.
Fifty more are ordered from Lake George, in which and in
sloops I shall send down the regiments I expect from
Ticonderoga.

"Colonel Van Schaick from whom I received a line last
night, apprehendsan atta~k in that quarter, from the intel-
ligence received by two Indians just arrived from Canada.
He has detained the Militia. Two regiments which I
ordered from Ticonderoga on the 2d instant are lIot. yet
arrived-l fear not even sent, although the order arrIved
there on the 5th instant. I have remanded the order.

"Lieutenant-Colonel De Roos takes charge of the bat-
teaux down to Fishkills, and will wait on you for your
orders.

"
I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

"PH. SCHUYLER.

"To the Honourable P. V. Cortlandt, Vice President of
the Convention."

.

Resolved, That the superintendence of the Poor commit-
ted to Mr. L' Hommedicu, Colonel Allison, and Mr. Adgate,
as a Committee by resolutions of this Committee passed
on the 12th instant, shalJ only extend to the poor removed
from those Counties now in possession of the enemy, and
such poor the heads of whose families have been by order
of this Committee removed from this State as inimical to the
cause and liberties of America.

Friday, November 15th, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Preseut: Colonel Van Cortlandt, Vice President.
Colonel Brasher, Mr. Roosevelt-NEw-Y ORK.
R. R. Livingston, Mr. Schenck, Mr. Platt-DuTcHESS.
Mr. Adgate-AJ,BANY.
Mr. Little, Colonel Allison-ORANGE.
Mr. L' Hommedieu, Mr. .Miller-SuFFOLK.
Colonel Drake-WEsTcHESTER.
Mr. Contine, Major Parks-ULsTER.
Mr. Newkirk-TRyoN.

An Account of Gerret Roorback, of the City of New-
York, for his disbursements for sweeping the chimneys of
the houseswherein the Continental soldiers were quartered;
as also for his wages, and that of his clerk and two assist-
ants, was presented to the Committee;

Ordered, That Mr. Roorbackbe directed to apply to the
Barrackmaster-General for a Certificate that the said Mr.
Roorback has acted as Barrackmaster, and that his two
Assistants and Clerks ha\'e under him acted in that depart-
ment, and that he believes the said Account to be. just and
true. That the said GeTTet Roorback do present the said
Account to the Paymaster-General for payment, and that
on his refusal to pay the same, and to certify such refusal,
that Mr. Roorbac7c do return his said Account, with proper
Vouchers, to the Conventiol) or Committee of Safety of thi~
State.

Mr. Roosevelt, from the Committee appointed yesterday
to examine the account of expenses and disbursements of
the Committee appointed to repair to Albllny to form an
arrangement of Officers, and the Committee appointed to
cooperate with General Schuyler, reported that they have
examined the same and find it just.

Ordered, That the said Account be delivered to the
Auditor-General, and that tbe balance remaining in the
hands of the said Committeebe paid-intothe Treasury.

,.
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Ordered That the Treasurer of this State do pay unto
Mr. Gllrri/ ROI,rbllck the sum of four Pounds, for riding
express to Albany with publick despatches to General
Schuyler, and that the same be charged to the Continental
account.

Mr. L'IIommedieu presented to the Committ~e a Certi-
ficate in the words following, viz:

"In Committee, Southold, August 19th, !776.

"
These certify, that the Committee of Sou(hQld haye e~-

pended twenty-four p0l1l1dsseventeen s~]illings and four
pence, in mounting four cannon as field-pIeces for the pro-
tection of the east end of Long-Island.

" By order: "ROBERT HEMPSTEAD,Chairman."
Mr. L' Hommedie1,linformed the Committee of Safety that

the said Cannon are now at Saybrook; that the CannonJit
Saybrook belonging to this State are one twelve-pounder,
four six-pounders, one four-pounder, and one three-pounder.

Ordered, That Mr. L' Hommedieu and Mr. Gelsto'fl"or
either of them, be, and hereby are, authorized to sell and
dispose of the said three-pounder, and app]y tbe amount of
sales to discharge the said twenty-four pounds seventeen
shillings and four pence, and render all accOunt of the sales
to the Convention or Committee of Safety of this State.

Die Jovis, .. ho. P. M., November 21st, 1776,

The Committee met.
Present: P. Van Cortlandt, Esq., Vice President.

Mr. Duane, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Dunscomb, Mr. Harper,
Mr. Jay-N EW-YORK.

Mr. Arlgate, Mr. R. Yates, Mr. Cuyler-ALBANY.
Major Lockwood, Colonel Van Cortlandt, Judge Graham-

WESTCHESTER.
Mr. W. Smith, Mr. L'Hommedieu-SuFFoLK.
Mr. Wisner-ORANGE.
Colonel De Witt-ULSTER.
Mr. Platt, Mr. G. Livingston, Major Schenck-DuTCHESS.
Major Webster, Mr. Duer-CHARLOTTE.

A Letter fromGeneral Washington, dated the 16th instant,
was read, and is in the words following, that is to say:

"General Greene's Quarters, November 16, 1776.
"GENTLEMEN: I do myself the honour to transmit to you

a copy of sundry resol ves of Congress, which came to hand
yesterday evening. By these you will perceive that they
have enter!!d into SOme new regulation& respecting the in-
]istment of the new Army, and reprobating the measures
which I presume you have heard have been adopted by the
State of Massachusetts-Bay for raising tbe quota to be fur-
nished by them. My view in doing. this, is to inform you
or their s!!nse upon this subject, and that they will admit of
no departure f!'Omthe terms they themsel ves ha ve heretofore
published, except in the instances mentioned in th!!se resolves.
They are plain and explicit, and I will take the liberty to
add, should form a part of the instructions to be given to the
officers who may be appointed to recruit.

"I would also beg leave to observe, that the necessity of
raising the new Army becomes more and more urgent, and
is such as calls for every possible exertion to effect it. The
Congress, convinced of this, and seeing th!! delays of some
of the States in carrying the resolves recommended to them
into execution, have empowered and requested me to nomi-
nate officers to the regiments of such States as have not sent
commissions to the Army for that purpose. As this is a mat-
ter in which I would not wish to interf!!re at this time, further
than compelled by their direction and the situation of our
affairs, I shall be happy to know what progress you have
made in this instance, and whether the arrangement for your
regiments is completed. If it is not finished, let me entreat
you to do it as speedily as }Jossible; the necessity is obvious,
and must be felt by everyone. Till the officers are appointed
no measures can be pursued for inlisting the men. If the
bounty allowed by Congress could be paid down, it is more
than probable it might induce many to engage more willingly.
Under this idea, I sball be ready to advance to such officers
as you appoint to the command of the regiments, upon your
requisition, such sums of money as may be sufficient for that
purpose, if provision has not or shall not be otherwise made
by Congr!!ssfor the same. .

"I ani SOrt'y to inform you that this day, about twelve

o'clock, the ~nemy made a general attack upon our lines
about Fort Washintrtoll, whicb having carri!!d, tbe garrison
retired within the fo~t. Colonel McGaw, finding there was
no prospect of retreating acl'O&Stbe North River, surrendered
the post. We do not yet know our own loss, or that of the
enemy in forcing the lines, but I imagine it must have been
pretty considerable on both sides, as the fire in some parts
was of long continuance and heavy; nei~her do I know the
terms of capitu]ation. The force of the garrison before the
attack was about two thol,lsand m!!n.

" I have the bonoul' to be, witb great r!!spect, gentlemen,
your most obedient :>ervant,

"Go. WASHINGTON.
"Convention of New- York."

A Letter from Jacob Garrigue, at Peekskill, dat!!d No-
vember 14 1776, and directed to Colonel Brasher, was
read. It i'nforms that there is no Sheet-Iron at Peekskill;
that there is about half a ton at North-Castle, und!!r the
care of Mr. Brower, which may supply Pipes for Stoves
now castin~ by order of this Committee at request of Gen-
eral Schuyler.

A Letter from RQbert Boyd, dated the 18th November,
directed P. Van Cortlandt. He acknowledges that he has
received a Letter from the Vice President, relative to the
distressed Continental Troops raised and returning to New-
Jersey, who are now at New- Windsor; hewill assist or
endeavour to lend his aid in forwarding the said Troops to
New-Jersey.

A Letter from T. Tiltrhman, Esq., to Robe7't R. Liv-
ingston, Esq., dated at Hackensack, the 17th November,
1776. He therein mentions a heavy loss suff!!redyesterday
by the lossof Fort Washington,and its garrison,consisting
of about two thousand men, chiefly made prisoners of war,
and what were not slain in the action; that the Army was
posting on that side from Newark to Amboy, as places easy
of communicationwith eachother, and through which the
enemy must pass to Philadelphia, or any place to the south-
ward of their Army.

The Committeeappoint!!dby the Conventionto forman
arrangement of Officers for four Battalions, pursuant to sun-
dry Resolutionsof Congress,came into the Committ!!eof
Safety,and Robert Yates, Esq., the Chairmanof that Com-
mittee of Arrangement,broughtin the Report; whichheread
in his plac!!, and deliver!!d in at tbe table, when the same
was again read. The said Report being then read by par-
agraphs, the Committee of Saf!!ty agreed to and adopted
that part of the Report which relates to a request of per-
mission to raise a fifth Batta]ion, to be raised and command!!d
by Colonel D. Bois, and is in the following words, viz:'

"The Committee appointed for carrying into execution
the Resolves of Congress relative to the new arrangement
of Officers, &c., beg leave to report, that in pursuance of
the orders of the Convention, and agreeable to the directions
of the General Congress, your Committ!!e have complet!!d
an arrangement of Officers for the four Battalions ordered
to be raisedin this State, which arrangementis annexed to
report.

"They further beg leave to report, that in forming the
above-mentioned arrangement, so far as the officers of Col-
onel Dubois's regiment were concerned in it, your Com-
mittee considered them as entitled to no other rank than
what they held prior to their appointment in tbat regiment,
which was done withol,ltthe recommendation or intervention
of the Conven.tion of this State, contrary to the uniform
pl'3ctice in all similar cases, and in prejudice of other offi-
cers of higher rank and equal m!!rit.

"That your Committee were constrained by those prin-
ciples to omit Colonel Du Bois's name in th!! present arrange-
ment; that Colonel Du Bois hath been well recommended
tQ this Committee as an exceeding good officer, capable of
commanding a regiment with credit to himself and advan-
tage to his country.

.

"That from the quota of this State being assess!!dso low
as four Battalions, many good officers will be unprovided
for; thai sundry applications have been made to YOllrCom-
mittee for commissions by young gentlemen of fortune and
family, whose services your Committee were under the dis-
acrreeable oecessity of declining to accept.

o
_ ..

"That your Committee ar!! clearly of oplOlon that another
Batta1ion might be raised in this State, and they therefore
earnestly recommend it to the Convention to use their in flu-
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ence with the General Congress to obtain their permission
a,nd order «)r that purpose; and CoJonel De Bois to com-
mand the said Battalion so to be r:Jised, and to have the
rank of (()III.thColonel of the New- York forces.

"That the officers whose nall!/;'s are contained in the
annexed arrangement have bel'l1 well recommendell to this
Committee as proper for the offices assigned them, and that
the COfl)miuee have no douht but that the troops under
their command will do honour to this State.

" And your Committee further beg leave to report, that
the importance of military discipline is so obvio\.ls, and the
honour and safety of this State so deeply concerned in the
behaviour and credit of tbeir troops, that it is absolutely ne-
cessary tllat the most effectUal means should be adopted for
perfecting them in military evolutions and discipline. That
a good part of this State being already possessed by power-
fill armies of the enemy, whose disposition and motives will
probably render it necessary to call those troops into imme-
diate service and to divide tbe Battalions into detachments,
it is to be apprebended, that unless some extraordinary pro-
vision shall be made, many of the soldiers must be deprived
of the opportUnity of being taught their military exercises by
experienced and capable disciplinarians.

"From these considerations your Committee beg leave
earnestly to recommend it to the Convention to request of
the General Congress to. commission, on their recommenda-
tion, an Aid-Major to each of dIe Battalions oC this State.
The Aid-Majors to be appointed to be paid by this State,
and to hold such rank as they would have been respectively
entided to had they been provided for in any of the Com-
panies of the Battalions of, or raised in, this State.

"
ROBER)' YATES, Chairman."

The residue of the same Report being read, it was ordered
to be recommitted to the same Committee.

Ordered, That a Letter be written to the honourable the
Continental Congress, requesting their approbation of the
Resolutions for raising a fifth Battalion in this State, to be
commanded by Colonel Dubois; and another Letter to
General Washbzgton, requesting his countenance to that
measure: and that the Committee for arranging Battalions
prepare aud report drafts of such Letters.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State advance, on
Continental account, for the purpose of recruiting the four
Battalions of Continental Troops to be raised in this State,
the further sum of twelve thousand Pounds, to wit: To
Colonel Goose Van Schaick the sum of three thousand
Pounds j to Colonel Philip Van Cortlandt, the sum of three
thousand Pounds; to Colonel Peter Gansevoort, tbe sum of
three thousand Pounds; and to Colonel Henry B. Living-
ston, the like sum of three thousand Pounds; to enable them,
the said Colonels, to disburse the Bounty money to their
Recruiting officers: each respective Colonel to give his
receipt to be accountable for the expenditure of the sum he
shall receive by virtue of this order.

". Die Veneris,]O ho. A. M., November 22d, 1776.
The Committee of Safety met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Colonel Van Cortlandt, Vice President.
Colonel Brasher, Mr. DUllscomb, Mr. Duane, Mr. R. Har-

per-N EW-YORK.
Major Webster, Mr. D~r-C»4RLOTTE. .
Mr. Adgate, Mr. R. Yqtes, Mr. Cuyler-ALBANY.
Mr. Wisner-ORANGE.
Mr. L' Hummedieu-SUJi'FOLK.
Colonel Van Cortlandt, Judge Graham, Major Lockwood-

W ESTC HESTER,

Colonel De Tf¥tt-UJ,STER,
Mr. Backet, Mr. G. LivingstQn, Mr. Platt, Major Schenck-

DUTCHESS.
Mr. Newkirk-TRYoN.

The Committee appointed by tbe Convention to form an
arrangement of the Battalions raising in this State, brought
in the residue of their Report, which was yesterday recom-
mitted. The same was read by Robert Yates, Esq., Chair-
man of that Committee, and delivered in at the tahle, when
the same was again read, and, being amended,was agreed
to, and adopted by the Committee of Safety, and is in the
words following, that is to say:

A List of Officers of four Battalions to be raised in the
State of NEW-YORK,arral}ged by a Committee of Con-
t;entionof the said State, November21st, 1776.

FIRST BATTALION.

1. Goose Van Schaick, Esquire .Colonel.
3. Cornelius Van Dyck, Esquire. . . . . ... . . . . .LieutenantColonel.
2. Christopher P. Yates, Esquire ..Major.

Peter T. Tears. . . . .
"

. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . ..Ildjutant.
Henry Van Woert .Quartermaster.

2. Joseph McCracken, 1st Capt. 14. David Van Ness, 5th Capt.
0(.Leonard Bleecker, 1st Lieut. 11. John Hooghhert, ]st Lieut.'
5. John DinllY,2d Lieut. 11. Ab'm Hardenbergh, 2d Lieut.
7. Johl) Werner, Ensign. Jacob H. Wenden, Ensign.

3. John Graham, 2d Capt. 17. Samuel Van Weght, Capt.
9. Nici}.s. Van Renselaer, 1st Lt. 12. John E. Ten Brower, LleRt.

29. John LIlnsing, Jun., 2d Lieut. 10. William Scuder, 2d Lieut.
4. John Ten Eyck, Ensign. 9. Peter S. Hoseboone, Ensign.

6. Andrew Finck, 3d Capt. 18. John H. Wende]], Capt.
19. Tobills Van Veghten, 1st Lt. 14. A. Sherwood, Lieut.
32. P. VanVelkenberg-h,2dLieQt. 9. John Ostra.nder, 2d Lieut.
3.Abraham J. Lansmg, Ensign. S. P~ter J. Schuyler, Enaign.

12. Ben. Hicks, 4th Capt. 19. Garret J. Veeder, Capt.
13. Charles Parsons, 1st Lieut. 15. Ba{ent S. Salisbury, Lieut.
26. Samuel Thorne, 211Lieu!. 12. Ephraim Snow, 2d Lieut.

Wilhelmus Ryckman, Ensign.
Abraham Ten Eyck .PaymltSt,r.

SECOND BATTALION.

2. Philip Van Cortlandt, Esquire. . . . .. . . .. . . .Colonel.
1. Frederick Wisenfels, Esquire ., .Luutenant Colonel.

Elisha Marshall .. ..Ildjutant.
Levi De Witt. . . . . .. . . . . ., . . . . .. . . .. .. . . . Quarlermllster.

22. Richard Platt, 5th Capt.
2. Matthew CIIlrk, 1st Lieu~. 31. Robert Wood, 1st Lieut.
4. William Mundy, 2d Lieu!. 13. GilbertJamesLivingston,2dL~.
8. Peter Dols.on, Ensign. 15. Wm. Glenny, Ensign.

9. Benj'n Pelton, 2d Cap!. 2. Elijah Hunter, Capt.
8. James MeHughs, 1st Lieu!. 6. Isaac Van Wirt, Lieut.
1. Wm. Tapp, 2d Lieut. 16. Charles Weisenfee!s,2d Lieut.

13. T. Beekman, Ensign. 11. Thomas Bushlleld, Ensign.

8.Charles Graham, 3d Capt. 25. Jonathan Hallet, Capt.
20. James Miner, 1st Lieu!. 29. Peter Benedict, Lieut.
15. James Fairly, 2d Lieut. 17. Christopher Codwise, 2d Lieut.
9. Timothy Smith, Ensign. 14. Joseph Herring, Ensign.

21. Samuel T. PeB, 4th Capt. 27. Edward Lounsberry, Capt.
26. Isaac Sherwood, 1st Lieu!. 23. Charles Newkirk.
14. E. Johnson, 2d Lieut. 8. Jeremiah Clark.
10. Andrew White, Ensign. 12. Wm. Nottingham.

Hunlock Woodruff received by Colonel WesenfeBs as Surgeon.

. TUIRO BATTALION.
3. Peter Gansevoort, Esqyire. . . . . ... . . . . .. .. . Colonel.
2. Marinus Willet, EsquIre.. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .Lieutenant Colonel.
3: Robert Cockran, Esquire. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . ..Major.

George Sythes.. . . .. . . . . ... . . . . . .. . .. ..Ildjutant.
Tho's Winiams .Quartermaster.

7.Elias Van Rensselaer, Capt. 20. Aaron Austin, 5th Capt.
1. Jonathan Pellrsey, Li~ut. 21. John Ban, 1st Lient.

22. Thomas Costradieur. 2d Lieut. 25. Garret Staats, 2d Liellt.

10. Thomas De Witt, 2d C!lpt. 20. James Gregg, Capt.
24. Henry Pawling, 1st Lieut. 27. Levi Stockwen, Lieut.
21. Benjamin Bogardus, 2d Lieut. James Blake, 2d Lieut.

]1. C. T. Janson, 3d Capt. 29. Henry Tiebout, Capt.
25. N. Vander Heyden, 1st Lieut. 30. Isaac Bogart, Lieut.
21. James Dubois, 2d Lieut. 27. Winiam Meade.
2. Samuel English, Ensign.

16. Ab'm Swartwouds, 4th Capt. 3;1.John Houston, Capt.
32. Philip Conine, 1st Lieut. 24. John Welder, Lieut.
3. Gilbert R. G. Livingston, 2d Lt. 19. Prentice Brower, 2d Lieu~.

FOURTH BATTALION.

4. Henry B. Livingston .Colonel.
4. Ben. Ledyard. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. ..Major.

Peter SIlcket . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . ... . . . . ..IldJutant._ VanWyck. ..Quartermaster.
John Peter Detard Chaplain.

4. Samuel Sacket, Capt. 24. Nath'] Strong, 5th Capt.
3. Nath'l Norton, 1st Lieut. 22. Edward Concklin, 1st Lieut.
2. George Smith, 2d Lieut. 2d Lieut.

19. Joshua Dmke, Ensign. 21. Joshua Young, Ensign.

5. John Davis, 2d C
.

apt. 26. Benj'n Walker, Capt.
5. Wm. Havens, ]st Lieut.
7. Silvanus Conklin, 2d Lieut.

20. Caleb Brewster, Ensigl).

Jacobus Boucrans, Capt. 30. Israel Smith, Capt.
16. Simeon Tryon, 1st Lieut. 17. Pelton Jackson, Lieut.
23. Peter Van Benschooten, 2d Lt. 30. Thomas Hunt, 211Lieu!.

James Campben, Ensign.

15. William Jackson, 4th Capt.
10. Thomas Lee, 1st Lieut.
20. Ebenezer Mott, 2d Lieut.

1. Joseph Frylock, Ensign.

31. Jonnthan Titus, Capt.
18. John Lloyd, Lieut.
28. Ab'm Hyatt, 24 Lieut.

MelaQctonL]oyd Woolsey ,Ens.

Thereupon, Resolved, That the Committee of Safe.ty
does agree with the Committee of Arrangement io the whole
of their Report.
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Ordered,That the Secretary prepare a copy of the said dated the 21st instant, relative to the pricesof the good!
}lepon, to be transmitted to the honourab1e Congress, and which they were directed to purchase for soldiers' use.
another copy to be transmitted to his Excellency General They therein mention the prices of each respective article;
Washington. and on account of the very high prices, they desire the direc.

A Letter from Samuel Tudor and A1l<ru.~tineLawrence tion of the Convention in the premises.
dated the 21st November was read and ~eferl'ed to the fol~ The Committee of Safety are of opinion that the said
lowing gentlemen to re~ort there~n, that is to say: Mr. goods and articles are so dear that it will not answer to pur-
Wisner, Mr. Gilbert Livingston, Mr. £'Ilommedieu, Mr. chase them.
Platt, and Mr. Cuyler. A draft of a Letter to those gentlemen was read and

Mr. William Duer informed the Committee that large approved, and is in the words fol1owing,viz:
quantities' of Hay and Corn were Purchased by the Quar- "In Committee of Saf~ty f?r the State of New-York, ~

G I I" I f h C . I A
. FIshkIll 23d November 1776. S

termaster- enera , Jor t]e use 0 t e ontmenta rmy 10 . .'
,

the eastern parts of this County and the western P'lfts of "~Ve hav~ under cons]deratlon y~)Urletter dated the
Connecticut, and that it would be hardly practicable t6 con- 21st lOstant, In respect to sundry articles t? be pUl'cha~ed

vey the same to the Army, unless the roads leading fi'om for the u~e of the Army, and find that the pnces are so high

the Oblong and Fredericksburg, towards Reze's Bridge that we Judge you best no~ buy them. TI!e matters you

and North.Castle, were better ~epaired; he therefore, in have already bougl~t you ":111please to furmsb an account

behalf of General Mijfiin, Quartermaster-Generalof the thereof,and you will be paJd.

Continental Army, prayed that this House would devise" I am, gentlemen, yours. By order.

ways and meansof faci\oitatingthe above-mentioned com- "To Henry On/haut and Anthony Van Bergen."
munication, not doubting but so necessary an expenditure Ordered That the same be eoo-rossedand sent them.
would be cheerfully reimbursed from the Continental Trea- Mr. Joh~ Sleght's Account of f~urteen shillings for going
sur

o
y.

k. h I
.,

f M D
.

'd '
to view goods at Monmerskill ordered to be paid.

n ta 'mg t e app IcatlOn0 1 r. uer I11tOconst eratlOn, '. T 'l Wi. .
Resolved, That it will be necessary to repair the fol1ow- An A?COLmto~ ~h. nomas tC~cs,amo~ntmg to four

ing Roads, in order to facilitate the cartage of forage to the 11o~nxssixteen sh~lh~~s,for the sehlces. of IlIm~elf and. of

Continental Army: from the house of John Miller towards !Ehp alet l!rllsh, 10may and June last, SIX?aJ:s IIIcarrymg

the house of Colonel Henry Livingst.on, thence to Samuel !nto executlo~ the orders of the then ProvmClal Congress,

Washburn's,being eight miles; the Road which runs east m apprehendmgandconveyt~1to N~w.,-York IsaacKetchum,
from Colonel Harry Luddington's to the store of Malcom lsaac Youngs, He~ry Daw~zns, Phtlzp' Youngs~ and othe~,

.Morrison and thence south to the miJ]s of Samuel Waslt- who I!avecounterfeited a~d IssuedCo~tlnental BIlls ~f Credit

burn, bei~gtwelve miles. of thirty dollars, and Bills of Credit of. ~onnecttcut and

Resolved, That Colonel Lllddington detach from his Mas~achusetts-Bay State, eachfor forty slllllmgs. Payment

Regiment one hundred men for the purpose of repairing considered and approved of.. .
that part of the Road which is firstmentioned beino-in dis- And anothe.r~ccount of the said Thorn.as Wzckes thereto

tance eight miles. '
0 annexed, for rldmg express to Albany .wlth sundry Letter!

Resolved, That Captain H. Meade be appointed Super- from Head-Quarters ~nd o~herplaces, dIrected to the.Gene-

intendent for repairingthe above Roads. ral and Commander-~n-Ch]ef?f. the Northern ContJ~ental

Resulved, That Colonel Field detach one hundred men AnDY, five days at slxte~~ shtlhngs per day, a~lOuntlng to

from his Regiment of Militia for the purpose of repairing four pounds, was als~exhlblted for payment, considered, and

tbat part of the Road which is last mentioned in the first approve~ of. ,

Resolution, being in distance twelve miles. . Orde/cd, Th~t the Treasurer?f this State .pay to t~e

Resolved, That Captain David Heacock be appointed s.ald~hornas Wzckes t?e sum of eight pou~ds s]xtee~ sh.\-
Superintendentfor repairingthe said Road. Img:, m full for the said two Accounts,.takmg a receIpt for

Resolved, That the Superintendents above appointed<be' the "arne, and charge ,the same to Contmental account.

allowed ten shillings per day for their trouble, exclusive of A Letter froro Nzcholas G~verneur, dated the .14th of
their subsistence; and that they be respectively authorized Nove"!bcr, ,was ~ead, and committed to the CommIttee for
to bire or impress teams and carts for the purpose aforesaid, detectmg Conspirators.
paying for each ox-cart with two yoke of cattle, finding A Letter from Johannes Sleght, Esq.,' ChairmM of
themselves, sixteen shillings per day; for each wagon, find- Kingston, dated the 18th instant, stating that County to
jug themselves, twelve shillings per day. have, till within a few days, been a peaceable people, but

Resolved, That the saidSuperintendentskeep and render they are now daily alarmed, and their streets filled with
to this Convention regular accountsof their expenditures mobs fromdifferentparts of the country, breakingof doors
and proceedings. and committingof outrages, to the disturbanceof tbe peace

Resolved, That the above-mentioned detachments of of the good peopleof said town, owing,as they believe, to
Militiawhileemployedin repairingthe Road, be under the the misfortuneof having that detestablearticle called Te~,
direction of the Superintendents aforesaid, and that while stored there.

"'.actutlJlyemployedas aforesaid,they be allowedat the rate Mr. Wisner and Gilbert Livingston's Report was read,
of fourshillingsper day to each man finding himself. and is as follows:

Ordered, That copies of these Resolutions be imme-
diat~ly transmitted to the Superintendents above-mentioned,
who are hereby directed to communicate them, without loss
of time, to Colonels Field and Luddington.

Resolved, That the sum of one hundred Pounds be
advanced to each of the Superintendents for the repairs
aforesaid.

Die Sabbati, 9 ho. A, M., November 23d, 1776.

The Committee met, &c.
Present: P. Van Cortlandt, Vice President.

M1',Dunscomb-N EW-YORK.
Major Lockwood, Colonel Van Cortlandt-WESTCHESTER,
MI'. A. Yates, Mr. Adgatc-ALBANV.
Mr. Wisner-ORANGE.
Mr. W. SmitA, Mr. L' Hommedieu-$uFFoLK.
Mr. Newkirk-TRyoN.
Mr. G. Livingston-DuTcHESS.
Major Webster-CUARLoTTE.

A Letter from Henry Outhout and Anthony Van Bergen,

Resolved, Tbat a copy of the said Report be tran~-
mitted to General Schuyler, with a request that he will
favour the Convention with his advice on the best and most
effectual plan for obstructing the navigation of IIudson's
River; and that the Committee of the Convention of this
State, appointed to obstruct the navigation of lIudson'a
River, be instructed to cause a nautical survey to be made
of such parts of the River as may be most effectually
obstructed, so as not only to impede the navigation, but
likewise to prevent the landing of Troops below such obstruc-
tion; that they endeavour to procure the advice of the
General Officers and Engineers respecting tbe said obstruc-
tions.

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to obstruct the
navigation of Hu.dson's River be instructed not to pay the
Blacksmiths who made the Chain which was lately drawn
across the said River, and broken by the tide, untiJ such
time as the sufficiency of their work can be properly exam-
ined; and tbat the said Committee take proper meaSUl'e~
for that purpose.
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A Letter froIU General Heath, of the ~Oth, requesting the
Con vention to assist Colonel Chevers in procuring a reposi-
tory for a large quantity of Military Stores, was read, and
referred to Mr. Duane and Mr. Platt, to prepare an answer.

Saturday, 3 ho. P. M., November 23d, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: P. Van Cortlandt, Vice President.

Mr. Duane, Mr. Dunscomb, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Jay, and
Mr. Harper-N EW-YORK.

Mr. G. Livingston, Colonel Platt-DuTcHESS.
Mr. A. Yates, Mr. R. Yates, Mr. Cuyler, Mr. Adgate-

ALBANY.
Major Lockwood, Colonel Graham-WEsTcHESTER.
Mr. L' Hommedieu, Mr. Smith-SUFFOLK.
Colonel De Witt-ULSTER.
Mr. Wisner-ORANGE.
Mr. Newkirk-TRyoN.
Major 1Vebster,Colonel Duer-CHARLOTTE.

A Letter from General Heath, dated the ~3d instant, was
read. He requests a copy for the encouragement offered
by the honourable the Continental Congress to such as shall
engag-e to serve in the next Army.

Ordered, That the S~cretary furnish General Heath with
a copy of the same.

A Letter from General George Clinton was received and
read, and is as follows:

A draft of the River enclosed, was also exhibited, and
committed to the Committee of the Convention of this State
appointed to obstruct the navigation of Hudson's River.

A Letter from Messrs. Augustine Lawrence and Samuel
Tudor, dated this day, was received and read.

. A draft of an Answer thereunto was read and approved
of, and is in the words following, that is to say:

"
In Committee of Safety, Fishkill, 23d November, 1776.

"GENTLEMEN: Your letter of yesterday, concerning a
quantity of rigging to be furnished by ygu, by an order of the
Marine Committee, is under consider:iion; and the order
is explicit; we advise you to comply with it immediately.

"Captain Ivers rspresents to us that it is impracticable to
carry the cables by land, but that he has yarn sufficient to
make the cables of, and that they' cannot be safely carried
until they are warped and tarred; this matter we leave with
you, and ad\'ise, if it be the only practicable method, that
it be pursued, and that Mr. Ivers go with the yarn and finish
the cables. In case you cannot hire wagons or teams to
carry the quantity of rigging wanted, you are hereby em-
powered to impress them, giving sixteen shillings per day
for each ox-team with drivers, (say four oxen,) and twelve
shillings per day for each wagon and horses and drivers,
they finding themsel ves, to carry the same to the first town
in Connecticut, on the road leading to Middletown.

" I am, gentlemen, with respect, your very humble serv't.

" By order.

"To Captains Lawrence and Tudor."
A draft of a Letter to the Honourable John Hancock,

President of the Continental Congress, was read and ap-
proved of, and is in the words following, viz :

"In Committee of Safety, Fi&hkills, 23d November, 1776.

"SIR: The Convention received the honour of your
favour of the 9th of October, enclosing the resolutions of the
honourable Continen1<J.1Congress for raising 'four battalions
in this State. A Committee of Convention immediately
repaired to the armies to the northward and at King's
Bridge, to inquire into the characters of the officers of tbe
New- York battalions in the service of the United States,
that an arrangement might be formed according to the rank
and military abilities of the respective officers. The loss at
that juncture of the fleet on Lake Champlain, the appre-
hension of an invasion both of our northern and western
frontiers, and the necessity of vigorous efforts to suppress
domestick insurrection, urges forward the Militia of this
State; and to. supply both them and the garrison at Ticon-
deroga with provisions, obliges us to detail1 at Albany that
part of the Committee which was appointed to transact the
business to the northward. It was with great rehfctance
we consented to this measure, which was necessarily pro-

ductive of delaying the arrangement; but the safety of the
Army and the good of the service in oui' opinion demanded
it. Recruiting officerswere, however, immediately appointed
and money advanced for the bounty, and a considerable
numberof men are raised.

.

"Tbe Committee bave now completed the arrangement,
which we have the honour to transmit. They assure us that
it is formed agreeable to the directions of the honourable
Congress; that they have consulted the General Officers in
the respective departments where the troops of this State
were stationed, and have appointed only such as werp well
recommended for their honour and abilities, and we flatter
ourselves tbat they will do credit to this State, and be of
service to the glorious cause in which we are engaged.

"Colonel NichQlson's regiment, which was formed in Can-
ada by General Wooster, consists of about one hundred and
fifty privates, whose period of service expires next spring.
They have been stationed since their return from Canada at
the German Flats, where they still remain. The Committee
inform us that they bave promoted only two officers of that
battalion in the present arrangement, none else having been
recommended. The circumstances of Colonel Du Bois's
battalion are particularly mentioned in the report of the
Committee of Arrangement, which we need not repeat.
Another battalion we think may be raised, as too many of
our inhabitants, reduced to want by the invasion of this State,
the progress of the enemy, and their cruel devastations, will
look up to the Army as a provision for their distressed fami-
lies. Add to this, tbat military ardour and a spirit of resent-
ment increasing in proportion to the injuries we have suf-
fered, several young gentlemen of fortune, who have hitherto
remained inactive, are disposed to enter into the service of
their country, and to contribute to its pre5ervation and inde-
pendence.

" From these considerations we earnestly request the hon-
ourable Congress to grant us permission to raise a fifth
battalion, to be commanded by Colonel Du Bois, of whose
courage and military talents we have a high opinion. The
Committee of Arrangement, sensible how much the Ameri-
can Army have suffered for want of discipline, have strongly
recommended the necessity of appointing an Aid-Major for
each of the New- York battalions, to be paid by this State.
The reason by them for this measure appears to us so cogent
that we shall cheerfully consent to the expense, if it meets
with the approbation of Congress."

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed
by the Vice President, and transmitted.

A draft of a Letter to General Washington, in answer to
his Letter of the 16th instant, was read and approved of,
and is in the words following, that is to say:

"Committee of Safety, November 23d, 1776.

"SIR: The Committee of Safety have the honour of
your Excellency's letter of the 16th, which was immediately
referred to the Committee for arranging the officers to serve
in the four battalions to be raised in this State.

"The Committee are extremely happy to find that the
measure adopted by the State of Massachusetts-Bay, for
augmenting the pay of their troops, has been reprobated by
the General Congress, as such a precedent must either have
produced among the other troops a discontent and ]ealousy,
which might have been attended with the most flltal conse-
quences, or have reduced the Representatives of this State
to impose further burthens on their constituents, mMy of
whom are alreadyimpoverishedby the havock and destruc-
tion of the present campaign.

"It is with equal pleasure that they have perused the
alteration in the mode of inli5tment, which will, in all proba-
bility, tend to expe~ite the completing of the levies.

"Weare informed by the Committee of Arrangement
that they have made these resolutions of the General Con-
gress a part of their instruction.s to their recruiting officers.

"The Committee c;oincide in opinion with your Excel-
lency, that the welfare of the United States is deeply inter-
ested in the expeditious raising of the new Army; and they
lament the cruel necessity which has prevented the arrange-
ment from being completed with the despatch they wished.
Many causes have conspired to occasion this delay, which
it may not be unnecessary to submit to your Excellency's
consideration.

"Immediately on the receipt of the resolutions of Con-
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gress pf the 8th of October, two Committees were appointed
by the Convention of this State, the one to repair to the
Northern and the other to the Southern Army, in order to
confer with the General Officers concerning the characters
of each of the officers as were fit to be employed on the new
establishment. Soon after their departure from this place,
an account was received of the destruction of our fleet on
Lake Champlain; in consequence of which, it became
necessary to appoint a'Committee to ('ooperate with General
&huyler in calling for the Militia, in fiJrnishing provisions to
the Northern Army, and in curbing the attempts of our
internal enemies on the frontiers, and to add to this Com-
mittee the gentlemen who composed the Committee of Ar-
rangement.

"On their arrival at Albany, a large field of business was
opened to their view, which necessarily detained them for a
much longer time than was expected. Tu this calise, and
to the extreme difficulty which the Committee of Arrange-
ment found in discharO'inO' their trusts in such a manner as

'" '" h
.

f
.

to gi ve the least disgust possible to suc officers 0 ment
who, from the reduction of the quota of troops to be raised
in this State, must necessarily be unprovided for, may be
imputed the delay of the arl'angement.

"I have now the honour of transmitting to your Excel-
lency a copy of the arrangement of the four battalions to
he raised by this State, together with a copy, of a report of
the Committee of Arrangement to the CommIttee of Safety,
which has been considered and approved of.

"The Committee of Safety, agreeing in opini?n with the
Committee of Arrangement, that another battahon may be
raised in this State, with advantage to the publick cause,
and that the appointment of a supplemental officer, calle.d
an Aid-Major, to each battalion, at the expense of tlllS
State, will tend to perfect the troops in their discipline, have
directed me to request your Excellency's interposition with
the General Congress in getting those m~asures approved
of, should the reasons urged by the CommIttee of Arrange-
ment appear satisfactory with respect t.o the arrangement.
We have only to obsen'e, that we have been assured by the
Committee of Arrangement that they have taken infinite
pains in forming it, and that they entertain no doubt hut
that the troops under the command of the officers by them
appointed, will serve with credit to themselves, with honour
to the State, and with advantage to the great cause in which
the United States are at present engaged.

" Your Excellency is deservedly entitled to the thanks of
this Committee for your readiness to advance the quota of
bounty necessary for the inlistment of our battalions; but
as a sum of money has been appropriated by the Conven-
tion for that purpose, and is now remitted to the proper
officers, we shall have no occasion to accept of this pro-
posal.

"The delicacy which youI' Excellency ha5 ever observed
with respect to the civil power of this State merits their
warmest acknowledgments, and will always induce them
the more cheerfully and strenuously to cooperate with your
Excellency in every measure that may be deemed conducive
to the publick weal.

"The Committee are sorry to hear of the reduction of
It'Iount lfashington, and feel deeply fi)l' the loss of the gal-
lant officers and soldiers who perished in its defence, or who
are now captives. They trust, however, that the minds of
the Representatives of this State can bear with lortitude
this heavy blow, and even other calamities of greater weight;
and that, under the influence of the councils of the General
Congress and the auspices of your command, the libertiei
of the United States will at length be established upon a
wise and film basis.

"Lieutenant-Colonel Welsh, who Gommands a detach-
ment of the New-Hampshire Militia which is stationed at
this place, has informed the Committee that the term of
inlistment of the men uRder his command expire-son the 1st
of December, and begs to know whether it is your Excel-
lency's pleasure that they should retUrn home or wait furtht-'l'
orders. The Committee for detecting Conspirades in this
State have made such progress lately in removing the dis-
affected, that we shall not want their longer stay at this
place, unlesg some event at present unforeseen should
happen.

"
We beg leave to inform your Excellency, that as the

Convention of this State have no occasion for the services

of the Continental Troop of Horse which your Excellency
stationed here under their direction, and as they necessarily
consume a great deal of forage which might otherwise be
spared for the use of the A rillY, we SIJbmit to your Excel-
lency's discretion the propriety of removing them.

"We have tbe honour to be your Excellency's most obe-
dient and very humble servants. By order.

"To His Excellency General George WasMngton."

Die Lunre, 9 ho. A. M., 25th November, 1776.
Tbe Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: P. Van Cortlandt, Vice President.

Mr. Duane, R. Harper-NEw-Y ORK.
Mr. Newkirk-TRyoN.
Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Adgate, Mr. Cuyler, Mr. R. Yates-AL-

BANY.
Mr. W. Smith, Mr. L'lIommedieu, MI'. Miller-SuFFoLK.
Major Webster-CHARLoTTE.
Major Lockwood-WESTCHoESTER.
Mr. msner-ORANGE.

Major Flores Bancker, in behalf of Colonel Johannes
Snyder and the officers of his regiment, presented to the
Committee a number of queries, which were read; and are
in tbe following WOl"ds :

Ordered, That the said queries be referred to Mr.
L' Hommedieu and Mr. , to report thereon.

Die Lunre, P. M., 4 ho., November 25th, 1776.
Tbe Committee met pUl'suant to adjournment.

Present: P. Van Cortlandt, Vice President.
Mr. Duane, Mr. Dunscl1Tnb-:NEw-YoRK.
Mr. A. Yates, Mr. R. Yates, Mr. Adgate, Mr. Cuyler-AL-

BANY.
Mr. W. Smith, Mr. L'lIommedieu, Mr. Miller'-SUI'I'OLK.
Mr. Lockwood-WESTCHESTER.
Mr. Newkirk-TRyoN.
Mr. Wisner-ORANGE.
Major TVebster-CHARLOTTE.

Mr. L' Hommedieu, from the Committee to whom was
referred the queries presentedby FloresBancker this morn-
ing, made a Report, which wag appl'o\'ed of and agreed to,
in the words following, tllat is to say:

"In Committee of Safely for the State of New-Y ork, ~
Fishkin, November 25th, 1776. 5

"Major Flores Bancker, in behalf of Colone1 Johannes
Snyder and sundry of the officers of hisregiment, presented
a number of queries in writing to this Committee, whereupon
the Committee came to the following determinations:

" As to the first and second querieS",
"Resolved, That the Deputy Treasurer of this State be

appointed to pay the said Regiment speedily before they
leave the service.

" As to tha third and fourth queries,
"Resolved, That each Captain make and return a Muster-

Roll of bis Company to Colonel Snyder, and subscribe an
affidavit, to be endorsed thereon and sworn to before the
said Colone], that the same contains a trueilOd faithful list
of the deponent's Company, in Colonel Snyder's Regi-
ment. .

"Resolved,Tbat the Pay-Rolls be made out in COmmon
form, by the Captains of the Companies respectively, and
attested on oath before the Commanding Officer of the Re-
giment, in manner following, that is to say:

"
I,

..' do' solemnly swear on the Holy
Evangelist of Almighty God, that the within roll, by me
subscribed, is a just and true ro!] of my Company, and that
each of the officers and privates in the said roll named have
been in service in the respective stations therein mentioned,
at the fottifications in the Highlands, in pursuance of the
resolutions of tbe Representatives of the Convention of tbe
State of New- York of the 7th of September last, and that
the time charged for each person respectively is the just and
true time of his service, including one day for every twenty
miles such person has marched from his house or home to
the said fortifications; and that the sums charged in the said
roll for pay and subsistence are justly and truly charg"ed, and
are jt.i;tly due and owing to the officers and privatesof the
company therein named.
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"As to the fifth query, a provision is made by a resolution
of the Committee of Safety this day., to which you are referred.

" As to the sixth and seventh queries,
"Resolved, That the Officers are entitled to Continental

Rations from the time of their march to their return, and
the Deputy Treasurer will pay the money for those rations
they have not or shall not receive.

" As to the pay of the Officers,
.

"Resolved, That the same commence from the time of
their march, and continue to the time oftheir return.

"Resolved, That those who shall cominue in service
agreeable to the Resolutions above referred to, instead of
one penny shall be allowed two pence, New- York money,
per mile for their travelling expenses home."

Certain Resolutions reported by Mr. Duane, for continu-
ing General Scott's Brigade and Colonel Snyder's Regiment
in service one month longer, was read and agreed to, and
is in the words following, viz:

Whereas the period of service of the brigade of Mi]itia of
this State, under the command of Brigadier-General Scott,
as well as that of the detachment of Militia stationed in the
Forts in the Highlands, commanded by Colonel Snyder, will
soon expire; and whereas, from the invasion of this State in
different parts, and tbe measures necessary for its protection
and security, im unavoidable delay has been occasioned in
the inlisting and raising the four Battalions of troops in this
State for the Continental service; and whereas our merciless
enemy, who have laid waste with unrelenting fury such
parts of this State as unhappily became a prey to their ven-
geance and rapacity, have been encouraged by a season
uncommonly favourable, and the hopes of the diminution of
the Continental forces and the Militia, on account of the
expiration of their times of service, to protect their military
operations, and to proceed in spreading ruin and desolation
throughout such parts of this injured country as they find
defenceless and exposed to their barbarous incursions; and
the further servicesof the said brigadeand detachmentof
Mi]itia being from these important considerations indispens-
able; and forasml!ch as, from the present motions of the
enemy, it is highly probable that all the Militia of this State
will speedily be called forth into actual service; this Com-
mittee of Safety do therefore

Resolve, That in their opinionthe said Brigade and De-
tachment of Militia ought to continue in service until the
last day of December, unless, from the situation of the enemy,
they can sooner be discharged with safety, on the same pay
and rations which have hitherto been claimed and provided
for them.

And this Committee are persuaded that when they sin-
cerely reflect on the situation of their bleeding country, the
miseries to which their friends and familiesmust be exposed
by the further progress of their inhuman enemy, and the
disgraces of deserting the service at so critical a period;
when they consider that their retiring can procure them but
a few days of ease, inglorious to the enjoyment and bitter in
reflection, since it must invite their inveterate foes to pursue
and seek them out 1n their very habitations; when they
remember the righteous cause in which they are engaged in

. common with the whole Continent, and the inestimable
value of the blessings of freedom and security, for which
they contend; and when, finally, they contemplate the glory
which must be acquired in bravely defending their country
against the hand of tyranny and oppression, their fathers,
their families, their relations, and their friends, from rapine,
plunder and slaughter, and their families from indignities
worse than death i-from motives so powerful; from every
argument of interest, honour, duty and self-preservation, as
well as from past experience of their courage and patriotism,
the Committee entertains pot the least doubt but that the
officers and privates of the said brigade and detachment of
the Militia will with the utmost cheerfulness and alacrity
comply with the resolve, and continue to exert and distin-
guish themselves as brave, steady, and virtuous citizens and
soldiers, and thus recommend themselves to the protection
of Heaven and the regard and gratitude of their distressed
country.

R~solved, That copies of this Resolution be immediately
transmitted to General James Clinton and General Scott,
and that the same be published at the head of every Regi-
ment in General &ott's Brigade, and of every Company of
the Detachment commanded by Colonel Snyder.
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Tuesday morning, Novemher 26, 1776.

The Committee met.
Present: Colonel ~an Cortlandt, Vice President.

Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Adgate-ALBANY.
Colonel Van Cortlandt, Mr. Lockwood-WESTCHESTER.
Mr. Smith, Mr. L'Hommedieu, Mr. ]t;Iiller-SuFFoLK.
Mr. Webster-CHARLOTTE.
Mr. Contine-ULsTER.
Mr. Newkirk-TRyoN.
Mr. Wisner, Colonel Allison-ORANGE.

As Colonel Philip Van Cortlandt is at present at Ticon-
deroga, and not soon expected, and the raising of the troops
may thereby be retarded: .

Therefore, Resolved, That the sum of three thousand
Pounds, ordered on the 21st instant to' be paid to him, be
paid to his Lieutenant-Colonel,Fred'k Wiesenfels,for the
purposes and under the restrictions mentioned in the said
order: the Treasurer deducting out of the said money the
sums he has advanced for recruiting to any of the officer~
belonging to the Second Battalion.

The defence of Iluflson's River being not only absolutely
necessary for the security of this State, but also for the
defence of the United American St(ltes, and kt'eping up a
communication between the Eastern and Southern States,

Resolved, That the Committee heretofore appointed to
obstruct the navigation of Hudson's Ri\'er, or any three of
them, be directed to report some form of a plan for perfect-
ing the same with all convenient speed.

A Letter from Augustine Lawrence and Samuel Tudor,
dated at Poughkeepsie, the 25th instant, relative to the
removalof the shipsat Poughkeepsie,was read. .

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Wisner, Mr. Platt,
Mr. Gilbert Livingston, Mr. Cuyler, and the other mem-
bers of the Committee appointed on the last for
that purpose.

A Letter from Linde Lord, Esq., dated at , on
the 25th instant, I'e]ative to Mr. Matthews and the Youngs'
escape.

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Con-
spiracies to report thereon.

A Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Johannes Harden-
bergh, dated at camp near Peekskill, was read; he informs
that a parcel of arms, car~ouch-boxes, ami belts, were deh-
vered to him for the lIse of his Regiment, and requesting
din~ctions to whom to deliver the said arms and accoutre-
ments. Referred to Mr. Duane to report a draft of an
answer giving proper directions. .

.

The Petition of Alex~nder' Stewart,* a prisoner, praying
forthe allowanceof a pnsonerof war; and the case of1tfet-
calf, a Midshipman, stated by Mr. McKesson, was referred to
Mr. Yates, Mr. Dunscomb, and Mr. ]t;Iiller.

The Committee of Safety were informed that Lieutenant-
Colonel Welsh has placed several sick in the house where
William Barnes and two other poor families now reside;
that it is necessary that some hospital be provided for hi~
5ick; and no place being considered so proper for an hos-
pital as the said house,

Ordered, That Captain Theodorus Eratt do provide
houses or proper places for the said families, and carriages

. to remove the said three families, that the said house may
be used as an Hospital.

The Committee of Safety were further informed that part
of a Regiment of Connecticut Troops are arrived here from
Hackensack, many of them sick, and the whole destitute
of provisions:

Ordered, That Mr. L' Hommedieu and Major Lockwood

.. To the Honourable C011vention of the Representatives of the State of NEW-
YORK:

Humbly showeth: Th.e.t your petitioner having been duly made by
said Convention a prisoner as a subject to the King of Great Britain on
the twentieth and seventh day of July last, and hath not, from that time
to this date, ever received the least support from said States, and hath
since that time been ohliged to give his honour in pledge for payment of
said maintenance; and your petitioner doth think himself duly entitled
to the provision made by the honourable Convention for prisoners of
war: And whereas your petitioner hath by no means any other resource
from which he can be suppJied, doth humbly beg the assistance of tbi3
Convention to assist me 111my unhappy circumstal1ces; and if it seem
good to have the said arrears paid.

From your humble petitioner, ALEXANDER STEWART..

TUESDAY MORNING, .Vovember 26th, 1776.
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be a Committeeto inquire into the cause of the said Con-
necticut Troops, and if Colonel Welsh shall refuse to take
charge of them, then to give proper orders for their relief:

A Pay-Roll and a Su'bsistence-Roll of Captain Jacob
Rutzen De Witt's Company of Rangers, raised in Ulster
County, were delivered in for paymeni:

Ordered, That they be referred for exanJinatiolJ to Mr.
Newkirk and Mr. Contine.

A Bill of Credit of Rhode-Island, altered and changed
so as to appear to be of a greater value than that for which
it was issued, viz: appealing, to be a bill of twenty shillings
lawful, when in fact it is a bill of one shilling ]a"ful, was,
laid before the Committee of Safety jand- the Committee of
Safety were informed that one Gilchrist, a soldier in Captain
William Jackson's Company, at Fort Constitution, had
passed the said bill to the wife of 19aac Schults, at New-
1f1indsor, for twenty shillings t"awful, and refiJsed to receive
the said bill and repay the lUoney for the same:

Ordered, That th~ Commanding Officer at Fort Consti-
tution, send the said Gilchrist to the Chairman of the Com-
mittee of Ulster County; that the said Chairman take all
proper examinations in the premises, and if it shall appear
to him that the said Gilchrist knew, or had reason to believe,
that the said Bill of Credit was altered, and not of the value
of twenty shillings, lawfu] money, that he cause him to be
committed to the jail in Ulster County, there to be kept in
safe custody until he shall be thence delivered by due course
of law.

Whereas there are severa] Accounts due from this State
to the inhabitantsof the State of Connecticut, on account of
expenses accrued by reason of the-removal of stock and the
poor inhabitants from Long-Island:

Ordered, That bea Committee to collect
and state those Accounts, together with the names of persons
bought of, the quantity of stock, and the names of the per-
sons to whom they belonged, together with the place of

. their present residence, and report the same to the Conven-
tion of this State as soon as possible.

Tuesday afternoon, 26th November, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: P. flan Cortlandt, Vice President.
Mr. Duane, Mr. Dunscomb-N EW,.YORK.
Colonel Allison, Mr. Wisner-ORANGE.
Mr. A. Yates, Mr. R. Yates, Mr. Cuyler-ALBANY.
Mr. Newkirk-TRyoN.
Mr. W. Smith, Mr. L'Hommedieu, Mr. Miller-'-SuFFoLK.
Mr. Contine-ULSTER.
Mr. Lockwood~ WESTCHESTER.
Major Webster-CHARLOTTE.

A Letter from Major-General Heath, of the 25th, was
read.

Ordered, That a Letter be written to General Heath,
with the thanks of this Committee for his attention, and that
Mr. Duane report the draft of such Letter.

Mr. Miller, from the Committee to whom was referred
the Memorial of Alexander Stewart, and the case of William
Metcalf, do report, that the said Alexander Stewart was
committed to the keeper of the jail of TYestchesterCounty'
on the twenty-seventh day of July last, there to remain until
further order j that ubout the twentieth day of Octoberlast,
the said Alexander Stewart, with the other prisonels who
were in that jail, were sent to Fishkill under guard, where
the said Alexander Stewart has since remained without any
allowance for support known to your Committee. That
the said T11illiam Metcalf, after he was taken a prisoner of
war, was sent to the care of the Committee at Poundridge;
that to prevent his making his escape from thence, and for
misbehaviour, he was, by order of the said Committee, on
the 24th of September last, committed to 1Vestchesterjail,
from thence he was sent to Fishkill about the 20th of
October. That your Committee are of opinion that an
allowance be made to each of them, the said WilliamMetcalf
and Alexander Stewart, of the like rations as the troops in
the service of the United States, from the 20t~ day of
October last: that is to say, in money at the rale of eight-
ninetieth parts of a dollar per ration, or in provisions, at their
election.

The Committee appointed to inquire into the circum-
stances of that pnrtof Cotora'i Brwlley's Regiment which
is arrived from Hackcnsack to this place, r('port, that it ap-
pears that thoqe troops being near Fort Lee, on the approach
of the enemy, they were directed to retire out of their reach
and join the first or nearest corps of the Army, of rhe Unitcd
States; that some of them are fit for duty, but that a nOm-
ber of them are sick.

Ordered. That the Lieutenant be desi,'ed immediately
to repair to Peekskill with those.fit for dut)', and apply to
Colonel Heath. 'That Doctor Graham take care of the
sick at Continental expense until General Heath shaU send
a physician to take charge of them, or give directions con-
cerning tbem, and tbat tbe Commissary at Fishkill supply
them with provisions.

'

Resolved, That Mr. Robert Livingston be requested to

repair to Peekskill and iVorth-Castle, to confer with General.
Lee, Heath, and Clinton, on tbe situation of the enemy
within this State j the passes oecessat.y to be secured on both
sides of the High]ands, and the mealls proper for that pur-
pose; and also for obstruc!ing the Hudson's River, near
Pollepel's Island, agreeable to the plan recommended by
General Clinton.

Resolved, That the navig-ation of Hudson's River be
obstructed near PollepcPs Island, at the nOl'them entrance
of the Hi~blands, agreeable to the plim recommended by
General James Clinton; and that the Convention of this
State will exert every measure necess'ary for that purpose.

A Letter from John Campbell, one of the Agents of the
Quartermaster-General, dated the 25th instant, and directed
to Wm. Dlter, Esquire, was read. Information is therein
contained that there is a large quantity of Hay, to the amount
of thirty or forty tons, on the east side of Van Cortlandt',
Manor, belonging 10 persons who have gone over to the
enemy. I

Resolved and Ordered, That Mr. Duer, one of the
Members, be and is hereby authorized to send .proper per-
sons to take the said Hay, and have the same valued and
delivered for the use of the Continental Army, and that_ the

. price of the said Hay at its full value be deposited in the
Treasury of this State, reserving so much as may be neces-
sary for the support of the present stock on each farm; and
if there shall be on any such farm a larger stock of cattle
than is nec~ssary for tbe support of the families of such
persons who have so gone over to the enemy, that the parts
of the said stock as is not necessary for the support of each
such family be, together with such Hay, appraised by three
respectable freeholders in the neighbourhood and sold to the
best advantage, and the amountof the sales thereof depos-
ited in the Treasury of this State.

Wednesday A. M., November 27th, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: P. Van Cortlandt, Esquire, Vice President.
Mr. Dunscomb, Mr. Duane, Mr. Jay, Mr. Rutgers~NEw-

Y ORIt. '
Mr. Newkirk-TRyoN.
Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Cuyler, Mr. Adgate-ALBANY.
Colonel Allison-ORANGE.
Mr. Miller, Mr. W. Smith-SUFFOLK.
Colone] Van Cortlandt, Mr. Lockwood-WESTCHEST;ER.
Mr. Contine-ULsTER.
Mr.. R. R. Livingston, Mr. Platt-DuTcHESS.
Major Webster, Mr. Duer-CHARLOTTE.

A Letter fromGeneral Scott, dated the 26th instant,was
receivedand read, and is as follows, viz: '

"Haverstraw, November 26th, 1776.

" SIR: Upon some alarming accounts from Colonel Hay
of a probability that the enemy would attempt a landing
/i'om their shipping, and of the defenceless state of the
country, as well as the danger that fuany well-wishers
woulci be reduced by fear to a submission, General Heath
thought proper to send me over with my brigade. Upon
my arrival here I heard a distinct firing, supposed to be at
Acquacknock,whereI am assuredour Army was determined
to engage the enemy this day. I am told the firing began
early this morning. I hope to be able to communicate
something agreeable to you, which, if in my power, I shall
not fail to do by express.
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"The ~oledesign of this letter is most earnestly to rf'que~t
the interposition of ConventiQI1to prevent the di~handing of
my brigade On S/tnday ne"t. [have sent an express to
General Heath, with a request to send me two 1110reregi.
ments and a field-piece or two. But what will that succour
avail if the seryice is to last only till S/tnday 7 J hope my
request will not be imputed to interested motives, when I
assure you of my desire to serve my country one month
longer without pay. I flatter myself the officers will be
ashamed tQ refuse their service. If our Convention would
tbink proper to furoish me with a bounty for the men, I
think I can huld them. You cannot think, sir, of what infi-
nite consequence it will be to this part of the country.
Without some proper support, if our troops be)ow should
nOt succeed, the country below the mountains must submit
to the enemy. If my views.can be seconded by Conven-
tion, and Generallleath should comply with my requisition,
I flatter myself, that with the Militia of the County, num-
bers of whom I am sure will join me if we countenance
those by some suitable ~upport, [ may fall on the rear of the
enemy with two thousand men. You may easily judge that
if General Washington keeps them well employed in front,
the expedient I propOse may be successful; at least, if I can
be strengthened I am determined to risk it, if I shQuld faUin
the atlempt. '

"In short, sir, our cunctandos have put me out of all
patience. Let me not forget to tell you that thirty men
were iolisted last Sunday into the enemy's service; and can
you think, sir, that tWQthousand men m,arched southward
from this would not check the growing mischief? Be pleased,
sir, to make my respectful compliments acceptable to Con-
vention; assure them of my readiness to obey all tbeir
commands; reward tbe expresses, ([ keep no account with
the publick;) and believe me to be, sir, with undissembled
respect and esteem, yours and the pub!ick's, most devotedly,

"JOHN MORIN SCOTT.

"To the President of the HonourableConvention,State of
New- York."

A Letter from General Heath, dated yesterday, a.nd ap-
pearing to be wrote in the aftemoon, Wa~read in the words
following, viz:

"Peekskill, November 26, 1776.

"SIR: The time to which the several regiments of Gen-
eral Scott's brigade stand engaged expires on Saturday next,
as does tbat part of the garrison at Forts 'Montgomery
and Constitution, and Colonel Tash's regiment of Militia
from the State of New Hampshire, which is now at this
post. [also expect tbat part of the other troops now here
will be ordered to march southward. Should tbis be the
case, a pass of vast importance, and now enhanced by the
loss of Fort Lee and the enemy having the entire posses-
sion of the river up to the forts, will, I think, be much ex-
posed. I think it my duty, therefore, to give you this hint;
that if his Excellency General Washington has not wrote
to the honourable Convention on the subject, such measures
may be adopted as the honourable Convention may think
proper. I think that if the several regiments whose time is
nearly expired, could be prevailed upon to continue a little
longer, it would greatly promote the service. But of this I
despair, having been too often convinced that it is hard to
persuade them.

.

"If any of the before-mentioned troops have received
arms, accoutrements, or ammunitions, from the State of fllew-
York, [ submit it to you whether it would not be expedient
to appoint some person or persons to receive them from the
soldiery. .

"I have not received any thing lately from the southward,
either particular or interesting. .

" I am, sir, with respect and esteem, your most obedient
and very humble servant,

" w H. eATH.

" Honourable P. Van Cortlandt, Esq."

Committed to Mr. Duane, to be answered with General
Heath's other Lettel'S.

A Letter from General Schuyler, dated the 19th instant,
with respect to iron Stove Doors and Latches, &c., was
~ead.

Ordered, That Mr. Samuel Patrick be requested to have
the Latches and Hinges for the doon~ of those Stoves made
and forwarded with the Stoves.

On motion of 1\'1r.Duer,
Resolvtd, Jst, That the thanks of the Reprl'sentatives of

this State be given to Bri~adjer.General Scott for his patriotick
offer oJ continuing in service for the space of onemollth
without any pay, in order to stop the ravages of a cruel
enemy.

Resolved, That Brigadier-General Scott be authorized and
requested to continue in service for the space of one month,
and that he be entitled to the same appointments with the
other Brigadiel'-Generals in the Continental service.

Resolved, That the thanks of the Representatives of this
State be given to the Ufficers and Men of General Scott',
Regiment for the spirit, alacrity, and perseverance which
they ha ve exercised in the defence bf their injUl'ed and
invaded country.

Resolved, That the sum of £ 1,500 be given as a gratuity
unto the Non-commissioned Officers and Pri,'ates in listed .in

this State, who at present compose General Scott's Brigade;
and General Scott and the Officers of the New- York Regi.
rAents in his Brigade al'e requested to dispose of the s~/1Ie
in such a manner as they shall deem most equitable and
Ioldvantageous to the publick interes:t.

Resolved, That the Treasurer of this State transmit the
said sum of £ 1,500 to General Scott, taking his receipt for
tbe same.

Mr. Jay dissenting to the granting and the order for the
money.

MI'. Robert R. Livingston moved sundry Resolutions
relative to obstructing the navigation of Hudson's River, and
engaging General Schuyler in that. service.

Ordf!red, That Mr. Duane, Mr. R. R. Livingston, Mr.
Jay, Mr. Platt, and Mr. RQbert Yates, be a Committee to
consider the proposed Resolutions, and report thereon at five
o'clock this afternoon.

5 bo. P. M., November 27th, 1776.
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: P. Van Cortlandt, Esq., Vice President.
Mr. Dunscomb, Mr. Duane-NEw-YoRK.
Major Lockwood-WESTCHESTER.
Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Adgate, Mr. Cuyler, Mr. R. Yate,

-ALBANY.
Mr. Newkirk, Mr. Moore-TRYON.
Mr. W. Smith, Mr. Miller-SuFFOLK.
Major Webster-CHARLOTTE.
Mr. Contine-ULsTER.
R. R. Livingston, Esq., Gil. LiV1:ngstQn-DuTcHESS.
Colonel ,AllisQn, Mr. Wisner-ORANGE.

A draft of a Letter to Lynde Lord was read and approved
Qf,and is in the words following:. .

"SIR: Your favour has been laid before the Convention
and referred to a Committee; but the operations of the
enemy at this critical juncture calling for the utmost attention
and exertions of this State, there is no probability that it can
soonbe reported or determined upon. We therefore have
desired the express to return, assuring you that the first
opportunity shall be embraced to give you a satisfactory
Ctnswer.

" I am, sir, your most obedient servant.
H By order."

Ordered, That a copy be engrossed, signed by the Presi-
dent, and transmitted.

Mr. Duane, who was appointed for that purpose, reported
a draft of a Letter to Colonel Hardenburgh, which WaSread
and approved of, and is in the words following;

" SIR : Your letter of the 23d instant has been laid be-
forethe Committeeof Safety,whohave desired me to direct
you, that as soon as the Militia shall be discharged or leave
the service,you carefuJlysecure all the arms in your bat-
talion belonging to this State, and see them safely delivered
at this place. You are, for this purpose, to hire and, if not
Qtherwise to be had, to impress boats, if practicable to bring
them by water; otherwise carriages, the expense of which
shaH be defrayed by this State. I am further reqllest~d to
direct you to give copies of thi,S letter to the commanding
officersof slIchof the battalions as have used any of the
publick armS belonging to this State, and also to forward a
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copy to General Scott. This is intended as a general direc-
tion to all the commanding officersof such regiments.

"I am, sir, your most humble servant,
"

By order.

" Colonel Johannes 1Iardenbergh."
An Account of Ebenezer Dayton, for going express on

the 12th and 13th days of October last, to recall Gerard
Bancker, Esquire, when on his way to Philadelphia, was
exhibited. He therein charges for hire of a fresh horse,
ferriages, and extraordinary expenses, e~ghteen shillings.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to the
said Ebenezer Dayton, on his receipt, for his time, services,
and all his expenses atld disbursements in the premises, the
sum of £3.

A Pay-Roll of the Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers,
and Privates of Captain Jacob Rutsen De Witt's Company
of RanO"ers,from the 6th day of October to the 4th day of
Novemb~r,both days included, was laid before the Com-
mittee. On the face of the said Roll is endorsed a certifJ:.
cate, in the words following, to wit:

"I do hereby certify, on the oath I have taken before the
Committee of the County of Ulster, that the Pay-Roll is
just and true. J. R. D. WITT."

.

Thereon is also endorsed Ii Certificate, in the words fol-
lowing:

.

.

"We, the subscribers, a Committee this day appointed by
tbe Committee of Safety to audit this Pay-Roll, do hereby
eertify that we have examined the same, and allow the sum
of £ 184 16s. to be paid to JacobR. D. Witt therefor.

',' MATTHEW CANTINE,
"BENJ'N NEWKIRK.

"November 26th, 1776."

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to Cap-
tain Andries Rutsen D. Witt, on his receipt, the sum of
£ 184 16s., in full for tbe pay of his Company from the 6th
dayof October last to the 4th instant, both pays included.

A Pay-Roll, in lieu of Rations of Officers, Non-Commis-
sioned Officers, and Privates, belonging to Captain Jacob
Rutsen D. Witt's Company of Rangers, raised and imbo-. died in the County of Ulster, from the 6th day of October

last to the 4th day of November instant, both days included,
was laid before the Committee. On the face of said Roll,
is endorsed a Certificate in the words following, to wit:

" I do hereby certify, on the oath I have taken before tbe
Chairman of the Committee of the County of Ulster, that
this Subsistence Roll is just and true. J. R. D. WITT.

"November 21st, 1776."

Thereon is endorsed a Certificate in the words following:
"We, the subscribers, appointed by the Committee of

Safety to audit the Subsistence Roll, do hereby certify that
we have examined the same, and allow the sum of one hun-
dred and thirty-five pounds sixteen shillings and two pence
to be due Captain J. R. D. Witt therefor.

"MATTHEW CANT£NE,
"BENJ'N NEWKIRK.

"November 26, 1776."

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to Cap-
tain Jacob Rutzen D. Witt the sum of £ 135 16s. 2d., III
full for the subsistence of the said Company of Rangers
fromthe 6th day of October last to the4tb day of November
instant, both days included.

The Committee to whom was committed the Resolutions
moved by R. R. Livingston this morning, relative to the
obstructing the Hudson's River, reported the same, which
was read, agreed to, and approved of, and are in the words
fGllowing, viz:

"P. M., November27th, 1776.
"Whereas this Committee did, on the 26tb instant, resolve

that the na,'igation of Hudson's River should be obstructed
neat. Poleple's Island, at the north entrance of the High-
lands: And whereas the termination of tbe northern cam-
paign hath probably given General Schuyler leisure to attend
to other objects of publick use and importance: And where-
as, from that gentleman's well-known abilities and activity,
as well as from the advantages resulting from his military.
command, there is the greatest reason to believe that the
business of obstructing the navigati.on of the said River will
.pe successfully carried on and completed under his direction:

..."Resolved,That aHLetter be immediately written to
Major-GeneralSchuyler, informinghim of the survey that
has been taken of Hudson's River, at Poliple's Island, and
requesting him to take on himself the superintendence and
direction of such works as he may think necessary, either
there or elsewhere, for the security of Hudson's River.

"Ordered, That a copy be engrossed and sent to Gen-
eral Schuyler.

"Resolved, That a Letter be written to the honourabl~
the Continental Congress, informing them of the measures
that have been pursued for obstructing Hudson's River;
suggesting the necessity of more effectually securing the
posts and passesin the Highlands, employing the Carpenters
who are now discharged from the shipping in preparing Fire-
Ships and whatever else may be thought necessary for the
defence of the River and annoying the enemy on their pas-
sage up; and requestingthat they wiII be pleased to put the
management thereof under the directionof Major-General
Schuyler, whose abilities, knowledge 'of the country, and
military command, will give him great advantages in the
execution thereof.

"Resolved, That a Letter be written to his Excellency
General Washington, enclosing the above Resolves, and re-
questing his concurrence therein. .

"Resolved, That if the gentleman appointed to confer
with the Generals at Peekskill and North-Castle shal1 not
receive sufficient information with respect to the number of
men to be stationed for the defence of the passes in the High-
lands, that in that case he be instructed to write to his Ex-
cellency General Washington, and obtain the necessary
information from him."

November 27th, 1776.

An Inventory of personal Estate late belonging to Thomm
Barclay, of Ulster Connty, was produced to the Committee
of Safety. The said Thomas Bal'clal having some months
since gone over to the enemy on ~assau Island, and the
Hay, ForaO"e,and Grain on the Farm late in his possession
(the said Thomas Barclay) being necessary for the support
of the American Army:

Resolved and Ordered, That William Duer, Esq., be and
is hereby authorized to send proper persons to take all the
Hay, Forage, and Grain on the said Farm, except so much
as may be necessary for the supportof the family and stock
to remain on the said Farm, and have the same delivered for
the use of the Continental Army; that the said Hay, Forage,
and Grain, before its removal, be valued and appraised by
James Hunter, Dirck Roosa, and James Howel, who are
herebyappointedand authorized to appraise the same; that
the price of the said Hay, Forage, and Grain, at its appraise-
ment, be deposited in the Treasury of this State, there to
abide the future order of the Convention of Representatives
or future Legislature of this State.

Resolved and Ordered further, That all the Stock on the
said Farm, except so much as the Commissioners hereafter
named may judge necessary for the support of the overseer
his family, and the slaves on the said Farm, be sold at pub~
lick auction, to the best advantage, by James Hunter, Dirck
Roosa, and James Howell, who are hereby appointed Com-
missioners for that purpose, and directed to return to the said
Representatives an inventory of their appraisement and
account of sales; that the said Commissioners give publick
notice, by advertisements dispersed in the most publick
manner,of the time and place of such sales,and take care
that the moneys thence arising be deposited in the Treas-
ury of this. State, there to abide the further order of the
Convention of Representatives, or future Legislature of this
State.

Resolved and Ordered, That Fowler, the
present Overseer of the Farm late in the possessionof the
said Thomas Barclay, continue to take care of the said
Hay, Forage, Grain, and Stock, until the removal and sale
of the same, and continue his care and chargeof the other
property on the said Farm until further order of the said
Convention of Representati\7es, or future Legislature of
this State. .

A draft of a Letter to General Scott, to enclose the Reso-
lutions respecting his Brigade phssed this forenoon, was
read and approved of, and is in the following words, viz:

"SIR: I have tbe proasure to forward the enclosed reso-
lutions of Congress, which took place in consequence of
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your favour of the 26th instant, together with the. ~fteen
hundred pounds voted as a gratuity far the nan-com~]ssl.aned
officers and privates of your brigade. The State IShighly
sensible of their past services, and have no doubt .but the
same virtuous principles which called them forth mto t.he
service of their country, will animate them to ~ersevere wlth
coura!Teand fortitu.deto the end of the .campalgn. I hope,
sir, th~ honourable testimonial which they give of your zeal
and patriotism, in this critical jllncture, will prove accept-
able.

" I am directed tQadd, that frequent advices of the dis-
position of the enemy and the events of the campaign, will
be singularly useful, as they are necessary to regulate our
councils.

"The obstructing Hudson's River at Pollopel's Island,
is this day concludedupon. , .

" I am, with great respect, sir, your most ob't humble
servant.

"P. S. Be pleased to pass your receipt to the Treasurer
for the £ 1,500, and return it by the express.

" To Brigadier-General Scott.
"Fishkills, November 27th, 1776."

A draft of a Letter to General Heath, commanding at
Peekskill, was to enclose certain Resolutions relative to a
part of Bradley's Regiment, were read and approved of, in
the words following, that is to say:

. .
"SIB: I have the honour to transmit you the enclosed

resolution respecting a part of Colonel Bradley's regiment,
who lately came to this place. Several of the members
have taken the liberty to advise one or the Lieutenants to
repair to Peekskill, with such of his men as are fit for duty.
I presume he waits for a more formal command. We have
directed a physician to take care of the si.ck until your di-
rections are received. This small village is so much crowded
that it is badly calculated for a hospital, and we fear the
present mode o( relieving the sick will be very expensive.

"I am, sir, with great respect, yours, &c.
"General Heath, Peekskill."

Thursday morning, November 28th, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Vice President.

Mr. Dunscomb, Mr. Roosevelt-NEw- YORK.
Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Adgate, Mr. R. Yates-ALBANY.
Mr.JJliller, Mr. L' Hotnmedieu, Mr. Wm. Smith-SUFFOLK.
Mr. Contine-ULsTER.
Mr. Gil. Livingston-DuTcHESS.
Colonel Allison, Mr. Wisner, Mr. Little-ORANGE.
Mr. Newkirk, Mr. Moore-TRYON.
Major Webster-CHARLOTTE.
Colonel Van Cortlandt-WEsTCHESTER.

Mr. Duel' produced the Pay-Rolls of the Charlotte Ran-
gers, to be paid. They are committed to Mr. Ne'wkirk, Mr.
Contine, and Mr. Adgate, to audit and report on the same.

Mr. Moore produced the Pay-Roll of Tryon County Ran-
gers, to be paid. They are committed to the same Com-
mittee.

Mr. Robert Yates reported the draft of a Letter to Gen-
eral Schuyler, which was read and approved of, and is in
the words following:

"Fishkill, November 28th, 1776.

"SIR: The measures pursued for obstructing Hudson's
River have hitherto proved ineffectual; and the necessity of
preventing the enemy's penetrating into the northern part of
this State is obvious. The Committee of Safety have taken
this matter into consideration, and entered into resolves,
of which I have the honour of enc]osing you a copy.

"They look up to you, sir, for the accomplishment of this
work, sensible that your abi1ities and extensive command
will enable you to devise a plan and direct such measures
as will speedily effect it.

"General George Clinton, who has this point much at
heart, has made a survey of the river opposite Pollepel's
Island, with the soundings, at two different stations: a copy
thereof I also herewith enclose to you.
, "I am, very respectfully, yours, &c.
"Major General Schuyler."

. Mr. R. R. Livingston reported a draft of a Letter !O
General Washington; which was read and approved of, m
the words following, viz:

"Fishkill, 28th November, 1776.

"SIR: Agreeable to the directions of the Committee of
Safety of this State, 1 do myself the honour to transmit the
enclosed resolutions, and to request, if your Excellency
should concur with them in sentilJlent, that you would, by
uniting in, add weight to theif application to the honourable
the Congress.

"The enemy have long manifested an intention to pos-
sess themselves of this State; to which, indeed, its central
and commanding situation very naturally invites them. Past
experience, with the blessings of Heaven upon your ~xcel-
lency's vigilance and skill, must ere now have convmce.d
them that this is impracticable, unless by means of their
Navy, against which every motive concurs in inducing us to
guard. Your Excellency will easily conceive the reasons
which influenced the Committee to wish that this business
may be confided to Generaf Schuyler, whose activity, aided
by his knowledge of the country and its resources, together
with the leisure afforded him by the retreat of the enemy
from the northern frontier, gives him many advantages over
any gentleman in whom those circumstances do not so
happily unite; they cannot therefore' but hope that the
whole of the enclosed resolves will meet with YOHrExcel-
lency's approbation.

" If, unfortunately, they should be deceived in this hope,
they wiJl, when your ExceJlency favours them with your
sentiments thereon, endeavour to render them conformable
to your wishes.

" I have the honour to be, &c.

" To his Excellency General Washington."

A Muster-Roll of a part of Captain John Wisner's Com-
pany, from Orange County, in 'Colonel Nicoll's Regiment,
was produced to tbe Committee for payment of the bounty,
and committed to Mr. Newkirk, :1\11'.Contine, and Mr. Ad-
gate, to audit and report thereon.

A Pay-List of men belonging to Colonel Nicoll's Regi-
ment, who had, through sickness or otherwise, been prevented
from joining the Regiment when mustered, was presented,
and committed to the same Committee.

A Pay-Roll of a Detachment of the Ninth Regiment of
Albany Militia, from the 5th to the 16th days of October
last, while employed in hunting Tories in Kinderhook and
King's Districts, amounting to £84 ] Is. 6id.

A Billeting-Roll of the same Detachment, amounting to
£18 1s. 1d., was also produced, and committed to the
Committee above-mentioned.

Mr. Wisner, from the Committee appointed for securing
the Frigates, made the following Report:

" Your Committee to whom was referred the securing of
the Frigates at Poughkeepsie, report the following Resolves,
to be served on Captains Tuder and Lawrence respectively:

"1st. That they fit their respective ships Congress and
Montgomery, with all the despatch possible, with so much
rigging as is necessary to remove them from Poughkeepsie.

"2d. That they proceed up the river with the first fair
wind after the ships are ready, as far as Rondout Kill or
Creek, near Esopus Landing, where they are to be wintered,
if, after carefully sounding the depth of the water on the bar
at the mouth of the creek, they find they can be safely
carried in.

"3d. If, upon strict examination, there is not found water
enough safely to carry the said ships into the creek, then
they are to proceed with all tbe despatch possible, (after
taking on board the best Pilots they can procure,) to Clav-
erack Dock, and there secure the ships in the best manner
ill their power.

"4th. That the quantity of lead in possession of the
Convention of this State is so small, that there is none at
present to be spared for any other use than musket-ball.

"HENRY 'VISNER, Chairman."
Resolved, That the Committee of Safety agrees with

their Committee in the said Report, and that the same stand
confirmed.

A Letter from Elihu Marvin, Chairman of Orange
County, dated the 18th, was read; wherein he repuests the
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direction of the Committee as to what they shall do with
Cornelius Thorp and one ltlurrie. who have altered Con-
gress money bills, one of whom, Thorp, is in jail at GOShCl~.

Ordered, That the consideration thereof ~e deferred.
Resolved, That the Committee appointed to report the

frame of a Constitution ann Goveroment for this Slate meet
every afternoon at four o'clock.

Die Jovis, 4 ho. P. M., November 28tb, 1776.

The Committee of Safety met.
Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Vice President.

Mr. DU(1rlf~,Mr. R. IIarper, Mr. Dunscomb-N tW-YORK.
Mr. G. Livingston-DuTcH~ss.
:Mr. A. Yates; Mr. Adgate, Mr. R. Yates, Mr. Cuyler-

ALBANY.
C010nel Van Cvrtlandt-WEsTCHESTEJ!,.

. Mr. Mil/er, Mr. W. Smith, Mr. L'IIommedieu-SuFFOJ.Jf..
C010nd Allison, M)'. Wisner, Mr. Little-ORANqE.
Mr. Contine-ULSTER.
Mr. Newkirk, Mr. Moore-TRxoN.
Major Webster-CHARLOTTE.

The Committee to whom were referred tbe Mnst~r-Ro]) of
Captain John Wisner's Company, and the Roll of other men
belonging to different Companies in Colonel Nicoll's Regi-
ment, who had pot received tbeir whole bo.unty, reported a
stated account of the bounty of the whole Regiment, with a
Certificate. endorsed thereon in the words fo1\owing,to wit:

"y onr Committee appointed this day to audit tl1eseveral
l\Iuster-Rolis of Colonel Isaac Nicoll, do certify that the
sum of one hundred and eight Pounds is a ba]ance due to
the said Colonel Nicoll, for the bounty of his Regiment,
agreeable to the within Accoupt.

'" MATrfI~w CANTINE,
"MAT. ADGATE,
"BENJ'N NEWKIRK.

.. November 28th, 1776."

The said Committee further reported, that the sum of forty-
four Pounds, part of a sum of sixteen hundred Pounds ad-
vanced to the County Committee of Orange County to pay
the first moiety of the bounty of that Regiment, remains in
the hands of the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the
County Committee of Orange County, or one of them, un-
appropriated, which, in the opinion of the Committee, ought
to be paid to Captain Nicoll, as part of the money due to
him for the balance of the bountydue to bis Regiment.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this Stf\te pay tQColon.e]
Nicoll the sum Qf sixty-four Pounds, for the bounty of bis
Regiment, taking Colonel Nicoll's receipt for the sanle.

And Ordered, That the Chairman. and Deputy Cbair-
man of the Committee of Orange County, or one.of tbem,
pay to Colonel lsaac NicQll the said sum O

.

f lorty-four
Pounds, in full for the bounty due to his Regiment.

Mr. Duane reported the draft of a Letter to John IIan-:-
cock, Esq., President Qf the Continental Congress, which
was read and approved of, in the words lollowing, to wit:

.. In Committee of Safety for the State of New-York, I
Fishkill, November 28th, 1776. S

"SIR: I bave the honour to enclose you resolutions of the
Committee of Safety respecting the more effectual obstruc-
tion of IIudson's River. No object appears to them of more
importance when tlH~yconsider either the safety of this State,
the supply of the Continental Army, or the preservation of
the communication between the Southern and Eastern
States. }<~x'periencehas evinced, that if the navigation had
been rendered impassable opposite to Fort Wa,shington, it
must have been attended with infinite advantage; among
which, even the security of the garrison and miiit!lry stores
at that fort is not the most considerable; indeed, it is no
presumption to suppose, that after the fruitless attempt of the
British Army to penetrate the country through the White-
Plains, they must have closed the campaign, at least in this
quarter, with disappo~ntmelJt ,and ?~sgrace. Their suc~essin
reducing the fort revIved theIr Spll'lts; and the evacuallon of
Fort Lee, in consequence of ~, opened a passage for them
into the defenceless parts of .New.Jersey.

"In projectinrr the obstruction between Anthony's lVose,
on the eastern ;hore, and Port .Ltlontg;omer!J,we endea v-
onred to avail Qursf!\'es of the mode1 of that which had
proved effeetual in the river Ddaware, and were assisted by

the advice and e1Cperienceof Captain Ha;zeho()od. B~t
the great length of the chain, being up\Val'd~of eighteen
hundred feet, the bulk of the logs which were necessary to
support it, the immense w('ight of water which it accumQ-
lated, ,anr! the rapidity Qf the tide, have b~ffied all our
efforts. It se\)arated twice after holding only a few hours,
A; and we have too mu\)h reason to despair of its ever fully
answering the imp~rtant purpose for which it was co.o-
structed. A like disappointl\\p.ntWeare informed happened
at Pqrtsmouth; the chain intended to Qbstruct the naviga-
tion of that harbour proved equally ineffectual.

"These considerations have induced us to explore the
depth of the river throughout the Highlands, in which a.
Committee of Convention have been assisted by General
George Clinton. The distance and depth of Water at the
north entrance, which on this experiment is found to be the
fittest place, will be seen by the enclosed plan B. It is pro-
posed, with the approbation of the honourable Congress, to
obstrnct the navigation of this part by casiioons,wtiich it is
conceived will be very practicahle. The Convention wish,
on account of General Washington's distance from the place,
and the mu1tiplicity of business with which he is encum-
bered, that the direction of this work may be committed to
Majm'-Genl!ral Schuyler, who we believe every way qualified
to insure its success. Timber and stones can be coove-
nient]y procured, and when the campaign terminates the
troops cantoned in this part of the country may be employed
in rotationto assistin the work. But.no time is to be lost
in p,'eparing the materials, and we shall wait with amdety
for the determination Qf the honourable Congress on a sub-
ject which, in the opinion of the Committee, is of the utmost
moment to the United Statel!.

"If the enemy persevere in their plan of subjugating
these States to the yoke of Great Britain, they must, in
proportion t.o their knowledge of the country, be more and
more convinced of the neceS!iilyof their becoming masters
of tbe IIudson's. River, which will give them the entire
command of the water CO!11luuoicationwitll the Indian na-
tions, effectually prevent all intercourse betweeo tbe Ea.stem
and Southern Confederates, divide our stl'ength, and enfeeble
every effort for our common preservation and security. That
this was their original plan, and that Genera] C(Jrleton,and
Geneml Howe flattered themselves with the delusive bopes
of uniting their forces at Albany, every intelligence con-
firms. And it appears to the Committee that they will not
give up this grand object until they shall finally relinquish
the project of enslaving America. ,

" The Committee take the liberty to submit these reBec-
tions to the honourable Congress. If they are well founded,
an early and vigorous preparation to oppose the progress
of the enemy in this quarter mnst be indispensable, and the
defence and security of Hudson's River a principa1 object
of that preparation.

""We are informed that some merchants in the Eastern
States are pursning tbe scheme of transporting flaxseed to
France, to be shipped, as is apprehended, from thence to
Ireland. If it is lJecessary to make Grea.t Britain feel the
distresses of the war by obstructing tbe maQufacture of linen,
this project wi1\ demand the attepti<:>nof Congress; and in
the opinion of this Committee, nothing less than the entire
prohibition of the exportation of flaxseed will afford al1 ade-
qnate remedy. Another very impmt,mt advantage must
arise from sllch a measme: it will encourage the linen man-
ufactory in the States, to which, of all others, they are the
most competeut. _

" However severe the sudden reverse of fortune which we
have lately experienced; however melanchol~' the loss of
our metropolis, sea-coast, and four of our Counties, and thij
aspect of that part of our State which has been plundered
and desolated by a retreating enemy, barbarous beyond all
description; and however great the number of our ruined
friends who are left naked and destitute in an inclement
SeaSOIl,and a country without commerce or the means of
atrording them clothing, I have the satisfactioQ to assure you
that the fortitude of this State, and their zeal for the glo-
I'ions cause in which we are engaged, is not abated; on the
contrary, we are prepared to meet even severer f{!isfQrtunes
with a spirit of firmness becoming the generous advocates
for liberty.. Unhappy am I to add, that amidst all our suf-
ferings the Army employed for the protection of Amedca
have not refrained from embittering even the calamities of
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war. At a tim~ wben the utmost resourceg of this. State
were laid open to their wants, and the members of Conven-
tion personally submitted to the labour and fatiglle which
were necessary on a sudden emergency; and after frequent
losses of provisions and barracks, to supply too nUinerouS
armies, augmented by the Militia, wilh eVt'ry article which
they required, the Court-HailsI' and the remains of the village
of White-Plains, which had been spared on the retreat of
our forces, were, even after the enemy had in their tum
retired, wantonly destroyed without the orders and to the
infinite regret of our worthy General; besides, in spite of all
his Excellency's efforts, wherever our troops ha ve marched
or been stationed, they bave done infinite damage to the
possessions and farms, and pilfered the property of the peo-
ple.'*' I am directed, sir, to submit it to the honourable
Con~ress, whether some effectual remedy ought not to be
provided against such disorderly and disgraceful proceed-
ings. The soldier who plunders the country he is employed
to protect, is no better than a rohOOr, and ought to be
treated accordingly; and a severe example ought, in the
opinion of the Committee, to be made of the officer who,
without any necessity or his General's permission, set fire to
the Court-House at the White-Plains: he is guilty of the
crime of arso1J,and if he cannot be punished by the articles
of war, ought to be given up to the laws of the land. If SQ
glaring a violation of every sentiment of humanity should
be passed over in silence j if tbe Army is not st'asonabJy
restrained from such acts of barbarity, the consequence must

"DUTCHESS County, ss:
John .Marline, of the Manor ()f Philipse, near the White.Plains, in the

County of Westchester, and State of .New- YOI'k, Farmer, offull age, being
sworn on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty Gud, deposelhand saith:
That from the beginning of the present struggles he hath been a zealous
and active friend to the .!1merieancause; that he has a son.who hath borne
arlllS in defence of the country in Captain Townsend's company; that after
the enemy's army had penetrated into the County I)f Westchester, to wit,
en or about the 28th of October last, this deponent, beingathome, saw a
eonside~ab]e body of troops at a distance, advancin.g on their way to~
wards his house, and form about three-quarters of a mile therefrom; that
he took those troops to be part of the enemy's army, and therefore fled
from his house; that in the night of the same day he, this deponent, re-
turned to his house, and found it plundered, or almost all the effects he
had left in it carried away; that before his return Ire had discovered the
troops above-meotipned were of the .!1meril;an Army, namely, Colonel
Brewer's regiment of .MassaChusetts, and Colonel Webb's of Connecticut,
trOQps; that the next day he went to Colonel Webb, and complained to
him of his having been robbed, as aforesaid, by his men; that Colonel
Webb told him that if his men had takel1 any of his things, they should
be returned to him, and gave verbal orders to the officers and soldiers_.
about him to deliver to the deponent such of his goods as they might
have taken from him, and told the deponent to go and look among them
to see if he could find any of his goods: the deponent accordingly went,
and s()on discovered some of his ueds and blankets, which he took; that
he also found some linen hid under a fence in the encampment; that he
complained also to Major Bacon, of Colonel Brewer's regiment, who
gave orders that the deponent should search. for his goods among his
men, which he accordmgly did, and found sundry of \lis goods upon
them; that this deponent was engaged two days in looking for his goods
as aforesaid; that the said regiments then marched to North-Castle, and
this deponent, having rt>gained but few of his effects, followed the said
regiments to that place; that on his way thither, he met Col()nel Brewer,
then on his way going to Peekskill; that he made known his complaint
aforesaid to him; that Colonel Brewer declined saying much about the
matter, and went his way; that when the deponent came to .North.Castlt
he again saw Major Bacon; that Major Bacon told the deponellt (pri-
vately) ihat a thorough search should be made for his goods as well
among the officers as among the soldiers, and that his chest should be
first searched; t~at the del?onent accor~ingly searched the Majo~'s chest
and baggage,wilhout findmg any of his effects; that the Captains Hil-
liard and Gale, both of Colonel Brewer's re!?iment, went with this depo-
nent and .Marmaduke Forster (who had also oeen plundered) to a room in
which there were a numher of chests and baggage belonging- to the regi-
ment; that they examined the said che"sts and baggage, and found con-
siderable of their things; that they found a pillow belonging to the depo-
nent in the <;hest of Captain Gale; that on the. same day this deponent
discovered on a baggage cart a green rug which he took to be his, and'
challenged it in the presence of Major BO.fon; that the deponent called
out, Who has taken this I that some of the soldiers said, it belongs to
Major Bacon; that Major Bacon thereupon said it had been tnrown into
Colonel Brewer's tent with a bed, anti that he and the Colonel had lain
two nights upon it; that the next day the deponent went to the encamp-
ment of Captain Shaddock's company., of Colonel Brewer's regiment;
that they complained of their treatment as aforesaid to Captain Shaddock;
that Captain Shaddock paraded his men, and caused their baggage to be
searched; that the deponent there found a considerable quantity of their
effects; that among other t.hings he found a quantity of tow cloth, which
they had divided among them. And this deponent further saith, that
the goods and articles mentioned in the list subjoined to this affidavit,
and which he verily believes were taken f!"Om his house at the time and
by the regiments aforesaid, are still missing, and that the prices affixed
to them respectively do not exceed their true value. And this deponent
saith that he hath often hospitably and kindly entertained many of the
J.lmerican officers and soldiers, as well of those regiments as of many
others, and hath on all occasion send eavoured to promote the service of
the .lJmerican caus~. And this deponent further saith that divers of the
inhabitants of the country about this deponent have also been cruelly
plundered by the .!1merican troops, and particularly that he saw in the
possessio!, of some of Captain Ford's men, of Colonel Brewer's regiment,
bed curtainS, whICh they confessed they had taken out of the house of
T o/mon Pugsley, and that Captain Pord confessed to this deponent that

be fatal to the ~ause of a people whose exalted g10ry it is to
be advoeates for' the rights of mankilld against the tyranny
and oJ1pression of lawless pOIVer.

"The resolutions which the Committee of Safety have
passed upon this subject are herewith transrniUt'd.

"I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, )'our
most ohedi...nt and very bumble servant.

"
By order: .

"
PIERRE' VAN CORTr.AN1>T, Vice Prcsident.

" To the Honourahle John Hancock, President of the Con-
gress of the United States."

:Mr. Duane produced the draft of a Letter to Major-
Genl'ra) Heath; which was read and approved of, in the
words {allowing, viz:

.

"P. M., November 2Rth, 1776.

"SIR: The Convention of this State, impressed with a
sense of your politeness and attention to them, have directed
me in the strongest terms to retum their thanks for your
several favours ,.the intelligence communicated, the anxiety
you express for the better security of this State, and" the
success of our common cause, _by obstructing Hudson's
River and preservingthe important communication between
the Eastern and Southern Governments.

"
We have taken into consideration the plan suggested by

Brigadiel:-Gen.eral Clinton, for obstructing the river opposite
to Pollepel's Island; and conceiving it to be practicable, we
are determined, with the permission of Congress, to proceed

he had got sundry things out of that house. And further this deponent
saith not. JOliN MARLINE.

Sworn the 13th November, 1776. Before me,
- PIERRE V AN CORTLANDT, V. President.

A true copy of the original. Examined by
ROBERT BENSON, Sec'y.

A Memorandum oj Goods plundered from JOHN MARLINE, October tht
28th, 1776, by the Provincials.

3 blankets .£3 0 0 1 stub hoe .£0 6 0
3 pair of leather breeches. 2 5.0 1 ox. chain. 1 0 0
1 pair of new trousers 0 120 lleaf-tahle " 1 8 Q
2 half-worn watch.coats.. 1 ]0 0 1 half-bushel " 0 4 6
About ]8 pounds of feath- 1 cedar washing tub. .. . .. 0 12 Q

ers, at 3s 2 14 0 1 churn .-t 0 14 0
12 pounds of wool at 28. 11 keelers, at 3s. each. . .. 1 13 0

per lb 1 4 0 3 pails ; 0 9 0
22 yards of tow cloth at 5s.

.
2 sets of sleigh harllcss. .. 2 8 0

per yard 5 ]0 0 1 pair of headstalls, and
1 desk: cost 4 160 bits 0 60
1 round tea-table 0 16 0 3 cream-pots, at 3s. each.. 0 9 0
1 do. 0 15 0 3 small earthen do., at Is.
6 locks, one a stocklock.. 1 2 0 each. .. .. . . .. . 0 3 0
1 whiteningpot. . . ," .. ... 0 6 0 1 barrelof soap. .. . . .. ... 1 10 0
2 skin sieves,at 48.each.. 0 8 0 2 skips of bees 3 0 0
1 pair andirons. . . .. . . . .. 1 10 0 1 woma\l's hat.. . . ... . . .. 0 16 0
1 gun and bayonet 5 4 0 431bs.of butter ~.. 2 3 0
1 side pouch. .. .. .. .. ... 0 8 6 3 butter tubs 0 7 6
2 bayonet belts. . . . . .. . .. 0 7 0 2 turned bowlsand 3 ladles 0 4 6
2bayonetscabbards 0 60 1 tea-kettle 1 60
2 swords... .. .. . ... 1 6 0 1quarterofbeef... ... ... 1 0 0
1 brass kettle. . . . . .. . . . .. 3 0 0 About 60weightof pork.. 1 10 0
Set of linen curtains 1 5 0 4 hogsheadsof cider. .. . . .16 0 0
1 looking-glass. 0 16 0 5 bbls. do.,at 20s. pro bbl.. 5 - 0 '0
1 small copper kettle. . . .. 0 8 0 12 weaver's spools,.. 0 6 0
Shoemakers' tools, thevul- 1 gridiron.. 0 6 0

ue of 0 5 0 1fryingpan. .. .. .. .. 0 8 0
3 narrow axes 1 0 0 1 tea. callIster 0 1 6
1 broad do.. . . . . .. . .. 0 8 0 _ 1 pair of sheep-shears. . .. 0 2 6
5 augers 0 16 0 1 square 0 2 6
4 chisels.. . ., . . . . .. . . . .. 0 8 0 3 qrs. of a pound of pepper 0 7 6

1 gouge 0 1 G 5!/g Ibs. of stocking yarn at
2 adzes 0 120 as. per lb., 1 76
2 handsaws 0 12 0 G.%;lbs. of worsted yarn, at
1 jointer 0 100 lis. 9d. per Ib 2 06
4 smoothing planes 0 10 0 1 lead glue-pot 0 2 '6
1 cornice plane 0 8 0 1 small great-coat 0 16 0
Plough do 0 8 0 1 negro's bed and 3 blan-
1 draw knife 0 6 0 kets 2 12 0
1 stock, and bits 0 8 0
2 brass cocks. . . . .

"
. . . .. 0 5 0

2 broad hoes 0 8 0
FISHKILL,in DUTCHESSCounty:

.l\'IarmadukeForster, of the City of Mw- York, but of late residing in
the Manor of Philipseburgh, near White-Plains, in WestchesterCounty
in the State of New-York, Carpenter, of full age, being duly sworn o~
the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, deposeth '/md saith: That (rom
the beginning of the present struggle he hath been a zealous 1)]1dactive
friend to the .!1mericancaQse; that he held a commission of First Lieu-
tenant in Captain Samuel Johnson's company of Militia in the City ol
New- York, in the execution of which he exerted himself to the utmost
of his abilities; that Jast .May he removed his family, with most of his
effects, to his father-in-Iaw's, John .Marline, in the Manor of Philips-
burgh~~n Westchester.County, aforesaid; ~hat on the next day after the
first SI1lpSof war sailed U

.

p ,the North RIVer, he prncured a certificate
and permit from the Committee of .New-York, and removed himself to
his father-in-Iaw's aforesaid, where he continued to reside till on or
about the 28th of October last; that about four o'clock in the aftet'Doon
of that day he was at the rear of his father-in-Iaw's house, when his
said father-in-law c.alled to him and informed him that the enemy's
troops (who some tuile before were landed In Westchester County) were

Total ..£99 ]8 0
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with the utmost vigour to carry it into effect. The assist-
ance you so cheerfuHy promise will be very essential, and
we shaH, from time to time, avail ourselves of it.

Die Veneris, 9 ho. A. M., 29th November, 1776.
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: P. Van Cortlandt, Esq., Vice President.
Mr. Duane, Mr. Dunscomb, Mr. Jay-NEw-Y ORK.
Colonel Van Cortlandt, Colonel Drake-'W ESTCHESTER.
Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Adgate, Mr. R. Yates, Mr. Cuyler-

A~u~ .

Major Webster, Mr. Duer-CHARLoTTE.
.

Mr. Miller, Mr. W. .S'mith,Mr. L' Hommedieu-SeFFoLK.
Mr. Moore, Mr. Newkirk, Mr. Harper-TI!.yoN.
Mr. Contine-ULsTER. '

Mr. Wisner, Colonel Allison, Mr. Little-ORANGE.
Mr. G. Livingston, Mr. Sacket-DuTcHESS.

On reading the Letter of Isaac Paris, Esq., Chairman of
the Committee of Tryon County, dated the 13th instant,

in sight and cominO" towards the house; that the deponent and his said
father-in-law retired to some distance from the house, and where they
had an opportunity of viewing the said troops;, that fro~ the dres~ !1nd
uniform of the said troops the deponent and IllS father-m-llI;w belIeve,d
them to be Hessians;that the deponent thereupon tIed, as dId also his
father-in-law, to J2revent falling mto their hands; that the next day the
deponent, on he~rmg that they were not the enemy's troops, attempte? to
retqrn to the saId house, but was stopped by the guards of the Jlme"can
Army by order of Lord Stirling; that the de~one.nt then ,went back
about three miles to a house where he had left hIS wIfe the mght before.
He there heard that his father-in-law had been to his house, from whence
they tIed on the appearance of the supposed enemy; that the troops
whICh they had seeq coming to the house when they left i,t were of the
Jlmerican Army, and that they had plund~red and, camed off eViry
thing which was in the. house, a~d that Ius father-m-law was, at the
While-Plains endeavourmg to regam them; that the next mormng the
deponent went to the White-Pl,ains and found his f~ther-in-law ,there,
who had got back sundry of hIs things and some books belongmg to
the deponent; that he wa,s, told immedl~tely on his coming to the ,White-
Plains, by somB of the men of Captam Post's company of Artdicers,
that he must inquire among the men of Captain Ford's company, of
Colonel Brewer's regiment, for his things, for they had seen many of
his carpenter's tools among !hem which t!ley knew; that the deponent
went to Captain J:ord's quarters, bUt ~ould not find him, and then went
to Captain ShadrI8Ck, of ~he same regtment, who ,told the deponent that
if he could pro~ure a wntten ord~~ and pro,ve ~Imself a fnend to t~e,
country, his thmgs should be delIvered to hIm If any of them were m
the possession of his men; that the deponent then went to Major Bacon,
of the same regiment, and informed him that he had been plundered of
his effec~s, and that some of Captain Post's men had told hIm t?at ther
had seen some of his carpenter's tools amonl> the men of Captam Ford s
company, and th!'lt Captain, Shaddock had dIrected the deponent t~ the
commanding officer for a wQtten or!1er to search for them, and that If he
could procure such an ord~r he should have the,m; that tl\e Major did
not ~ive the deponent ,a written orde~, but ~old hIm he shoul~ have suc~
of hIs things as were m the possessIOn of any of the men m the regi-
ment, and m a great hurry rode, off; that the deponent then, went t,o ?is
father-in-Iaw's house to see partIcularly what th1l1gs were still remammg
and what carried off; that he found his tpol-chest broke open, the irons
taken out of all ~is planes and carried away, together with hi~ saws,
chisels, and all hIS other tools; that the deponent then made his com-
plaint to General .McDougall, who referred him to Co~onel l!rewer; that
on his applying to CC!lonel Brewer the Colonel promIsed hIm tI!at the
next morning the regiment should be paraded, and that such thll1gs as
were found among them belongin'g to the deponen,t should be delivered
to him, and that the deponent should call on hnn the !lext day and
receive them; that the ne~t day the deponent went accordmgly, but the
regiment was removed to North-Castle; that two <;>rthree days after the
depl;ment and his said father-In-law, in going to North-Castle to inquire
for the said regiment, met Colonel Brewer on his way to Peek's Kill;
that the,de~onent told him his errand tc! N01,th-Castle; that the Cqlonel
did not mcline to say much on the subject, but told the deponent that
he must gQ to'Major Bacon; that on the deponent's coming to Major
Bacen. at North-Castle, the Major ordered his men's chests and baggage
to be searched in the deponent's presence; that some bound books be-
longing to the depone.t were found in some of the men's knapsacks,
and a brass kettle hanging on a baggage cart; that the next day the
deponent, with his fatheNn-law, w~nt to C~ptain Shadd?ck's (of said
regiment) encamp~ent; tha~ the smd Cap~am .ordered Ius men to be
paraded, and to brmg out .wIth them I}II their tlungs; tha~the deponent
discovered in the poss~sslOn of a Lieutenant of the smd company a
blanket which he, the deponent, claimed; that the said Lieutenant
refused to deliver to. the deponent the said blanket unless he would pay
him five shillings and four pence for bringing it so far, which sum the
deponent paid; that Lieutenant Hitc~if\S, of Captain Po!lard's company,
has told this deponent that he had lIberty to go out With the party on
the day they,went to the deponent's father-in-Iaw's house, but on find-
in~ that their intention was to plun~er, he declined going; that the said,

Lieutenant Hitchins's father told thIs deponent that he had heard that
Captain Ford had sent off two men with plun~er to N~w-England; that
Captain Polla~d to]d the. dep,onent that the saId c;aptall1 Ford has now
in his possess Lon a horse whl~h he has plundered 111Wes!chester CO';lnty.
And this deponent further salth, that the goods and arhcles mentIOned
in the list subjoined to this affidavit, and which he verily believes were
taken from his father-in-Iaw's house at the time and by the regiment
aforesaid, are still missing, and that the prices affixed to them respect-
ively do upt exceed their true value. And further saith not.

MARMADUKEFORSTER.
Sworn to this 13th November, 1776. Before me:

, PIERRE VAN CORTLA~T,

V. PI'e8ide7tt of the .COIIt'en/ion of NEW-YoRK.

informing of the commitment of Captain John Winn to
Tryon County jail, on a charge of having killed one of his
men by a push of the muzzle of his gun into his' belly,

Resolved, That the Committee of Tryon County have
acted prudently, and as became guardians of tIle lives and
liberties of their fellow-citizens, in committing John Winn
to confinement for trial. ,

Resolved, That the said Captain John Winnbe continued
in confinement until he shall be tried in a regular court of
justice.

.

Resolved, That the Committee of Tryon County be au-
thorizl}dand requested to appoint a Jailor 'Protempore, to
take charge of the jail of Tryon County and prisoners therein,
until further order of the Convention of the Representatives
or future Legislature of this State.

Ordered, Thata copy of the above Resolutions be tral)s-
mitted to Isaac Paris, Esq., Chairman of tbat Committee.

A Member informed the Committee that Captain James
Stewart * is attending at this place, and complains that he
is without a commission, and that Colonel j}[alcolm alleges
that he cannot pay him until he settles with Convention for

The following is a List of .articles taken by the Soldiers from MARMADUK:E
FORSTER, at PHILIPSBURGH, near the WHITE-PLAINS, on MONDAY, the
28th of OCTOBER, ors01ne days after:

1 tool-chest.. .. . . . ..£1 12 0 1 spring plane.. . . . .. .. ..£0 '1 6
1 broad-axe .. 0 12 0 2 pair compasses,1 pair di-
6 'augers 1 4 0 viders 0 3 6
1 gutter adz... ... .. .. ... 0 6 0 Gimlets, brads, and screws 0 16 0
3 doz. primers. .. . . ... . .. 1 16 0 2 chalk-lines, 1 doz. brad-
3 frammg chisels... ... ... 0 4 0 awls. .. . . . . . .. . . ... 0 3 6
3 doz. scubing gouges 1 16 0 1 doz. hand~aw files, 6s.,
1 do. scubing gouges 0 11 0 six half round, 68 0120
4 carving do 0 14 0 ~ lishskin 8s., 6 Ibs. glue
4 draw bores 0120 12s , ,..: 1 00
1 scale, four feet long 0 6 0 1 Turkey-stone .~ 0 18 0
6 squares... . .. 0 9 0 4 b,ass boxed pullies.. ... 1 0 0
J hand-saw, cast-steel. . .. 1 4 0 2 brass charat locks. . . ... 0 12 0
1 do., common 0 10 0 Common locks, hinges, and

"!tenant do 0 14 0 pulleys 1 8 0
1 sash do 0 12 0 4 skeins 4-strand pathline. 1 4 0 ,
1 dovetail cast-steel do 0 14 0 1 doz. plane irons.. 0 9 0
2 compass saws... .. . ... . 0 6 0
1 jack-plane. . . . 0 3 6 £53 8 ()
2 forc-planes ....."_'. ... 0 10 0 ~

1jointer. . . .. . . .. . :'..
'"

0 100 1 deskapd book-case.. ...14 0 0
1 do., with three irons 0 14 0 ~doz. .red chairs...; 3 0 0
1 smoothing-plane .... 0 3 0 Tea-kettle £1 9s., chaling
1 doubleironfon-plane,3 dish1209.... . . ; . .. . . . .. 2 1 0

irons 0 120 2 saucepans III 0
1 smooth do.. .. . . .. . . . .. 0 10 0 1 skimmer and iron ladle.. 0 5 3

'4 hammers 0 6 0 Earthen pots 16s., lantern
1pairof pincers. . ... 0 2 6 3s.9d .. .. .. . . ... 0 19 9
2 movingphilisters 0 140 Whiting pot 68., trays and
1 ogee and bead 0 B 6 bowls 0 14 0
1 back ogee double-square. 0 5 0 Bellows, shovel and tongs. 0 18 0
1 square plane 0 6 6 2 trammels Us., 3 wash-
10 inch bits 0 50, tub823s 1170
1 pair rasing planes. . . . .. 0 12 0 2 pails lOs., 2 tubs for butter
1pairgrooves..... . 0 8 0 12s,.. .. . ... ... .. .. ... 1 2 0
2 pair tIoor grooves... 1 4"0 Scales and weights 408.,ha]f
1pairdo. inch... ... . . .. . 0 7 0 barreI4s.... .. 2 4 0
18pairsl1OlIowsandroun!1s 5 17 0 Meattubl1s.,round bottles
1 Screw plow, with nine 16s 1 7 '0

irons... . . . ... . . .. . . . .. 1 12"0 Books to the value of. . . ..18 0 0
1 common do., with 6iroi1s 0 12 0 1 feather bed 5 0 0
1 padstockandbits,2J~do. 2 15 0 1 Case of bottles 9s., 2 Ibs
8 ogees,at 4s... . . .

"
1 12 0 tea6s... .. .. .. .. ." 1 1 0

1 do., with a handle 0 6 0 1 barrel of soap 308., a set
5 beads with slips, at 5s. 6d. 1 7 6 of, bed screws 6s. 6d 1 16 6
3 beads boxes, at 4s. 6d... 0 13 6 2 bed cords 7s., a sacking
5 quarter rounds, at 3s. 6d. 0 17 6 bottom 1&. 1 5 0
1 pair sash planes. .. . . . .. 0 8 6 5 yards oznaburgs at 209.,2
l1illister...... .. .. . .. ... 0 3 6 pairs shears 16s.. n. ... 1 6 0
1 doz. morti"sechisels 2 2 0 .Tea tackling 1 0 0
1 sid e rabbet plane.. . . . .. 0 4 0 1 chest £1 4s., and 2 spades
3squarerabbets.. ... 0 120 14s.. .. ... . . . .. . ... ... 1 18 0
;J do. skew 0 13 6 4 glne pots 1 0 0
2 do. skew, with 3 irons.. 0 14 0 2J6 qUIresof writing-paper
1 compass, smooth 0 30 at2s.6d O 63
1 do., rabbet 0 30 _
ll1uting(lane.. .. .. .. ... 0 4 6 £62 11 9
1 astraga 0 5 0 53 8 0
1 strike block, 4 irons. . .. 0 14 0
3 cornice planes, two bed

moulds.. .. . . 2 8 0 £H5 19 9
~

"To tlte Honourable Congress of the State of NEW-YORIL The .II/emorial
of JUtES STEWART showeth:

That your memorialist, by order, having raised (but not complete) n
company for the service of the Jlmerican Unite.d States, which company
was joined to the New- York Second Battalion under Colonel .Mq/com;
that your memorialist received a sum towards defraying the bounty
and bilJeting the said company. Colonel.Malcom having received orders
to stop his pay until he settled for the money he received, your memo-
rialist now attends the honourable Congress to settle for the same.
Your memorialist humbly prays the honourable Congress will be
pleased to order a set1lement.for his pas~ services, and let him know if
there is provision n1ade for him in the new arrangement. And your
memorialist, as in duty bound, shall pray, &C.

FISHKILL, 28th .vot'ember, 1776.
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the money he has received. Captain Stewart also desires
to know whetht>r he is to be continued in service.

Ordered, That the case of Captain James Stewflrt and
bis accounts be referred to MI'. Contine, 1\1r. Adgate, and
Mr. Newk'irk, to report thereon; and that they report their
opinion whether it is proper to continue him in sen'ice. .

Mr. Adgnte gave notice that he shaH to-morrow r.nove
to have the Resolutions passed on the 12th and 14th IIlSt.,
appointing Mr. L'Hommedieu, Colonel Allison, a.n? himself,
a Committee to take care of the POOl', and gIVIng them
powers for that purpose, reconsidered.

The Committee appointed yesterday to examine the
Pay-Roll and the Subsistence-Roll of a Detachment of the
:Militia of the Ninth Regiment of the Mi]itia of Albany,
ordered to hunt for and apprehend Tories in Kinderhook
and KinfJ"s District, in the County of Albany, from the 5th
to the 16th day of October, 1776, inclusive, delivered back
the said two Rolls, with an endorsement on each in the
words following, viz:

"
Your Committee appointed to audit the within Roll,

do report, that they are not furnished with any proper
vouchers for the calling out said Militia, therefore are of
opinion they cannot properly audit the said Roll.

"BENJ'N NEWKIRK,
"MAT. ADGATE,
"MATHEW CANTINE.

Pay and Subsistence Roll be
"

29th N r!vember, 1176."

Ordered, That tbe said
returned.

Die Sabbati, 10 ho. A. M., November 30,1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Vice President.

Mr. Dunne, Mr. Dunscomb, Mr. Harper, Colonel Lott
-NEW-YORK.

Colonel G. Drake-WEsTCHESTER.
Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Adgate, Mr. R. Yates, Mr. Cuyler

-ALBANY. .

Major Webster, Mr. Duer-CHART.OTTE.
Mr. Miller, Mr. W. Smith, Mr. L' Hommedieu-SuFFoLK.
Mr. Moore, Mr. Newkirk, Mr. Harper-TRYON.
Mr. Cantine-ULsTER.
Colonel Allison, Mr. Little-ORANGE.
Mr. G. Livingston-DuTCHESS.

Mr. L'Hommedieu informed the Committee of Safety
that the geutlemen appointed with him to report on the in-
voice of Goods purchased by Abr. E. Lott and John R.
Livingston, at Boston,

Mr. Gilbert Livingston, one of the Secret Committee,
requested an Order on the Treasurer for £2,000, to enable
him to discharge sundry demands for money brought against
the said Committee.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State advance to
Gilbert Livingston, Esq., one of the members of the Secret
Committee, the sum of £2,000, towards defraying the ex-
penses incurred by said Committee, he to be accountable to
ibis Commtittee, or Convention of this State, for the same.

On motion of William Duer,
Ordered, That the Secret Committee do report the Pro-

ceedings and Expenditures of the said Committee to this
Committee, or the ConventioQ of this State, on or before the
20th of December next.

A Letter from Hugh Hughes, Assistant Quartermaster-
Genera], relative to Cattle which were drove up to the lines,
with Account of said Stock enclosed; referred to Colonel
Drake and Mr. Little.

A Letter f!'OmA. Hawkes Hay to John ltlcKesson was
read. Therein is contained an Account for Provisions due
to Edward W. Keirs, amounting to upwal'ds of £400, and
an Account for Liquors, amounting to upwards of £ 155.

Ordered to be referred to a Committee to audit and report
thereon. _

Robert R. Livingston informed the Committee that he
had, agreeable to their request, conferred with Major-Gen-
eral Heath and Brigadier-General Clinton on the subject of
the resolutions of the 26th instant. That he had endea-
voured, from _ the best evidence he could collect of the

FIFTH SERlES.- V OL. III. 22

enemy's motions, to form some judgment of their intentions;
that 1'1'0111this he was led to believe that they did not intend
to make any attack on the Highlands, or at least not upon
any other than the passes on the post-road, which they
might possibly allempt by landing their troops at Peekskill;
that all their forces appear to be drawn from Westchester
Connty, so that they do not probably intend to march up to
the Tf'hite-Plllins this season; that General Heath's divis-
ion, including those of the Forts in the Highlands, consists
of about two thousand men, without counting General
Scott's Brigade; that it is the opinion of .the Genera]s that,
considering the strength of the ground, tbis will be sufficient
to repel the enemy and maintain the pass till they can be
reinforced; that MI'. Livingston had reason to believe that
General Lee had already crossed the river with his division,
to joiri General ,Washington, for which reason he did not think
it necessary to go to the Plains, in one particular, as there
was no apparent danger that the posts occupied by General
Lee would be attacked, and he was able to obtain every
necessary information from the Generals, with whom he con-
versed at Peekskill; that f!'Om them he collected that, after
the removal of General Lee's division, there would remain
under the command of General Spencer, about the White-
Plains and places adjacent, about three thousand men,
which, with the works already erected, and the natural
strength of the ground, the Generals were of opinion were
sufficient to maintain those passes; that they were also of
opinion that the passes on the west side of the river were
sufficiently secured; that they did not therefore think neces-
sary at present to call out the Militia, but wished to have
those of Vl,yter and Orange Counties put under marching
orders. That, as Mr. Livingston was apprehensive of the
enemy's being able to cross Hudson's River with I1lUch
more expedition than our Army, he had inquired of the
Generals what number of boats we were furnished with, and
had the satisfaction to find that we had sufficieut to trans-
port one brigade at each trip.

Mr. Livingston furtb.er informed the Convention that he
had conferred with Major-General Heath and Brigadier-
General Clinton about obstructing Hudson's River at Po lle-
pel's Island, (at which conference Mr. Machin assisted;)
that it appeared to them to be extremely practicable, and
that he had the pleasure of assuring the Convention that
both Generals seemed strongly impressed with a sense of
the importance of that work, but determined to give every
assistance in their power to perfect the same, or rather to
take it upon themselves, which his Excellency General
Washington's orders on that head (which General Heath
was so obliging as to communicate to Mr. Livingston) hap-
pily enabled them to do; that in this conference it was deter-
mined that five hundred men, under the command of Briga-
dier-General Clinton, should this day march for Fort
Constitution, in order to begin the work on ~unday morn-
ing, in case they can be provided with three hundred axes
by this Convention, all ,other tools having been furni~hed
out of the Continental stores.

Mr. Livingston further informed the Convention, that
baving conferred with Mr. Machin about the chain, he had
reason to believe that, with proper alterations, it might still
be made very useful; that he had therefore taken the liberty
to direct him to make the necessary alterations in the mode
of fixing the same, and removing it to any situation where
it can be most advantageously placed; of which measure,
if the Convention approve, he begs some resolution to
justify his proceedings therein.

That from the whole of the above conference, Mr.iJ.iv-
ingston was of opinion that the following Resolutions were
necessary, which he therefore begs leave to recommend:

Resolved, 1st, That Mr. Cuyler and Mr. Duer be author-
ized and required to employ such and so many persons as
they shall think fit to purchase and collect three hundred
FeJling Axes; and that they have power to impress the same-
where there is more than one in a family, paying the full
value or offering to return the same on or before the first
day of January next; and that they advance such sums of
money as they shall think necessary for the purpose, which
this Committee will repay; that the Axes so obtained be
delivered to General George Clinton, or his agent, taking a
receipt therefor as so many Axes delivered into the Conti-
nenta] store.
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Resolved, 2d, That the persons so employed set out on
this business immediately, and return all the Axes they sball
obtain this day to General Clinton, or his a,gent, at New-
Windsor, by seven o'clock on Sunday mornm,g ?r as soon
after as possible; that, i~ orde: to com~emate their extraor-
dinary fatigue, one shlllmg will be paid to e~cb agent for
6very Axe by him delivered O\'er and above hIs wages and
e'Xpensesof carriage.

Resolved 3d That John Teller, John Elmendorff,
Jeremiah ela.rk:and Nicholas Brewer, Junior, be appointed
3<1entsto collect within one week, as many Boats, Scows,
'"

, .
h hand Crafts as are fit for carrYing Stone; thaC t ey ave

power to hire or impress the same, Fe,rry B?ats excepted,
permitting the owner of every Boa~ wIth sa!ls, to put o.ne
hand on boal'd if he shall choose It, and glVmga receIpt
therefor, which' receipt shall specify the hi~e agreed fo~;
that tbe Boats be delivered to General Clmton, or to hIs
agent at New- Windsor, with all possibledespatch;, that
on st;ch delivery to General Clinton, they be respec~lv~ly
a.ppraised by three respectable freehol~ers~and a similar
receipt taken therefor by the persons delivering the same.

Resolved, 4th, That Mr. Gilbert Livingston ca~se the
Spars and Tiniber purchased by t?e Secret Com~mttee to
be immediately rafted to New- Wzndsor, and. delivered to
General Clinton or his order, and that a receIpt be taken
therefor.

Resolved 5th That Gilbert Livingston, Esq., be empow-
ered to cau~e th~ee tons.of Iron, of an inch and a half a?d
one inch and three-quarters thick, bearing an equal quant~ty
of eacb, or such other quantities and sizes as ~eneral Clm-
ton may direct, to be delivered as soon as possible at New-
Windsor.

Resolved, 6th, That Mr. Cuyler, Mr. Cantine, and C~lonel
Allison be a Committee to supply such other necessaries as
Generai Georf1'eClinton may apply for, in order to perfect
the obstructio~s of the navigation of Hudson's River; and
that they be empowered to draw on the Treasury for a sum
not exceeding four hundred Pound~, to defray the expense
thereof.
. Resolved, 7th, That all the Troops of this State w~o are
not, by tbe terms of th~ir inlistment~, confined to particular
Counties, except those m the Counties of Charlotte, Tryon,
Cumberland and Gloucester, be ordered down to Fort Con-
stitution, a;d be annexed to General George Clinton's
Brigade, till the 1st day, of January next; and that L~tters
be written to the Cbalrman of the County CommIttees
where the Troops are under their direction.

Resolved 8th, Tbat the Militia of Orange and Ulster
Counties ~}~ldthemselves in readiness to march at a mo-
ment's warning, to oppose the invasi?n o.fthe enemy o~ tbe
west side of Hudson's River; tbat Bngadler-General Chnton
issue orders accordingly; and that they.march for that pur-
pose on receiving tbe orders. of lV~aJ?r-General He(Jth,
provided such orders shall be given wIthIn one month.

Resolved and Ordered, 9th, That a copy of the last pre-
cedin<1Resolution be transmitted to Major-General Heath
and Bri<1adier-GeneralsClinton and Scott.

Resolved 10th That this Committee agree with Mr.
Livingston'in his' Report in the preceding Resolution as
amended. ,

Resolved, 11th, Tbat Mr. Machin be requested and au-
thorized to alter and fix the Chain intended for the obstruc-
tion of Hudson River, in such manner and at such pla~e ~s
he thinks best calculated to answer the purpose for winch It
was intended; and that this Committee will advance the
mOI1lf necessary to defray the expense thereof.

Grdered, 12tb, That a copy of the preceding, Re~olutions
be transmitted to Major-General Heath and Brlgadler-Gen-
eral George Clinton.

Resolved, 13tb, That the draft of the Letter to t~e ho?-
ourable Continental Congress agreed upon by the Comnnt-
tee and directed to be despatched, be altered [to confol'll')]
to ~he preceding Report and Resolutions, and tha~ Mr.
Duer be requested to prepare the and alterations.

Resolved, 14th, That a copy of the preceding Resolu-
tions be transmitted, in a Letter, to Major-Gener~1 Schuyler;
and that he be requested to meet and consult wIth General
Clinton on the plan for obstructing Hudson's River, near
Pollepus Island; and that Mr. Duane prepare a draft of the
said Letter.

A Letter was received from General Scott, dated at

Ilaverstraw, on the 28th, representing the exposed s.ituat~on
of that part of the country, and the uncertainty of hIs bemg
able to retain his Brigade in service a month longer, not-
witbstandin<1all his efforts. Whereupon,

Resolved~ That a copy of such parts of <?ene!'alScott:s
Letter of the 28th as relates to his present situation, of Ills
dread of that part of the country, be sent to Genera1
Heath, and that General be requested to give such relief to
General Scott as the particular circumstances of that part
of the country may require.

Mr. Duer, pursuan~ to a Resolution ~f this morning,
reported certain alterations he had made In the dra.ft of a
Letter to the honourable the President of the Continental
Congress, agreed to on the 28th, instant;, which w~re ap-
proved of, and by ,,:bich the followl?g was substItuted IIlstead
of that part of saJd Letter contained between the words
"defenceless parts of New-Jersey," in conclusion of the first
paragraph, and the words" however severe the sudden, re-
verse of fortune," in beginning of the last paragraph, VIZ:

"In perfecting the obstruction between Anthony's Nose,
on the eastern shore, and Fort :Montgomery, we endeav-
oured to avail ourselves of the model of that whicb had
proved effectual in the ~iver Delaware? and were assisted
by the advice and expenence of CaptalllHazlewood; but
the great lengtb of the chain, being ,upwards of eighteen
hundred feet, the bulk of the logs which were necessary to
support it, the immense weigbt of water wbich it accumu-
lated, and the rapidity of the tide~ have baffied all our
efforts: it separated twice,.after holdmg only a few hou,rs.

"Mr. Machin, tbe Engmeer of Fort Montgomery, IS of
opinion that, with proper al~erations, it may still b~ of ser-
vice in another part of the rIver; and, we have, with G~n-
eral Heath's concurrence, directed him to make tbe tnal.
But we have too much reawn to despair of its ever fully
answerin<1 the important purpose for which it was con-
structed.o A like disappointment, we are informed, hap-
pened at Portsmouth, the chai~ inte~ded .to obstruct the
naviaation of that harbour provmg equally Ineffectual.

"These considerations have induced us to explore the
depth of the river througl!out the Highlan~s, in which a
Committee of the ConventIon have been assisted by Gen-
eral George Clinton. The distance and depth of water at
the north entrance, which, on the experiment, is found to
be the fittest place, will be see~ by the enclos~d plan. Gen-
eral Heath on a conference with General Clmton, has been
pleased to' recommend the obstruction of the navig~tion in
this part of the river by cassoons; and the CommIttee of
Safety, after mature deliberation, conceiving, it to b.e very
practicable, have agreed to the f~rther resolutions whlCb are
herewith transmitted. They wish, on account of General
Washington's distance and the mu.ltipl~cityof b.usinesswith
which he is encumbered, that the dIrection of this work may
be committed to Major-General Schuyler, who we believe
to be every way qualified to ensure its success. Timber
and stones can be conveniently procured; and when the
campai<1nterminates, the troops cantoned in this part of the
country may be employed in rOlation to assist in the work.
If the enemy persevere in the,ir .plan of subju~ating the
States to the yoke of Great Bntmn, they must, m propor-
tion to their knowledge of the country, be. more and more
convinced of the necessity of their becoming masters of
Hudson's River, which will give them the entire command
of the water communication with the Indian nations, effect-
ually prevent all intercourse between the Eastel'll and South-
ern Confederates, divide our' strength, and enfeeble every
effort for our common preservation and security. That this
was their original plan, and that General Carleton and Gen-
eral Howe flattered tbemselves with the delusive hopes of
uniting tbeir forces at Albany; every intelligen~e confir,?s;
and it appears to the Committee that they will not gIVe
up this grand object until they shall finally relinquish tbe
project of enslaving America.

"The Committee take the liberty to submit these reflec-
tions to the honourable Congress. If they are well founded,
an early and vigorous preparation to oppose the progress of
the enemy in this quarter must be indispensable, and the
defence and security of Hudson's River a principal object
of tbat preparation."

Ordered, That a copy of the said Letter as amended be
engrossed and signed by the President and transmitted.
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Sunday P. M" December 1st, 1776.

Mr. Duane, Mr. Dunscomb, Mr. Roosevelt, Colonel Lot/-
NEW-YORK.

Mr. A. Yates-ALBANY.
Mr.1Jloore, ~ft-.Miller, Mr. W. Smith, Mr. L' Hommedieu,

Coronel Drake, Colonel Van Cortlandt.

Mr. Duane presented the dralt of a Letter to Major-Gen-
('.l'alSchuyler; which was read and approved of, and is in
the words following, viz:

lCSIR: At a late conference between Mr. Lit1ingston, one
ofour members, and the Generals Heath and George Clinton,
at Peekskill, the obstruction of Hudson's River, near Pol-
opel's Island, was determined upon, and the neces§oary
prepar'ations are making, by impressing axes and boats, and
drawing together a number of men, for carrying on the work
with vigouf and despatch.

"It is a favourite plan of General Clinton's, who is for the
present permitted to attend to its execution; and we wish
it may be in your power at least to give him the advantage
of your opinion and advice. The disappointment of two
attempts to obstru'ct the river at Fort Washington and Fort
Montgomery increases our anxiety for the success of the
present effort.

"It was discovered, to our great satisfaction, that General
Heath's instructions from General Washin!!ton, which he
willingly communicated to the conference, ';;nabled him to
proceed in this important work all at the Continental ex-
pense, without further authority from the honourable Con-
gress. Weare very sensible they would cheerfulIy have
concurred in every expedient for the security of Hudson's
River, on which the safety of this State, the neutrality of
tbe Indian nations, and the communication between the
Soutbern and Eastern Confederates absolutely depend; yet
we foresaw tbat if their approbation had been essential, the
preparations must have been suspended so long that the
execution of tbe oUsinessmight have become impracticable.
I have the honour' to transmit to you the resolutions of the
Committee of Safety on this subject.

" I am, with gt'eat respect, sir, your most obedient, hum-
ble servant. By order.
"Major-General Schuyler."

Ordered, That a copy be engrossed and signed by the
President and transmitted.

Letter to Brigadier-
approved of, in the

Mr. Duane repOl'ted the draft of a
General Scott, which was read and
words following, viz:

"SIR : Your favour of tbe has been laid before
the Committee of Safety. Upon a late conference between
Mr. Livingston,. who attended for that purpose, and Generals
Heath and Clinton, at Peekskill, the obstruction of Hudson's
River, at Pollepofs Island, ha:o been resolved upon, and the
necessary preparations are making for carrying on the work
with the utmost vigour and despatch. Orders are likewise
given to tbe Militia of Orange and Ulster Counties to hold
themselves in readiness at a.moment's warning to oppose the
invasion of the enemy on the west side of Hudson's River,
and to march on receiving notice from General Heath, it
having been concluded at the conference that this measure
was preferable, and for the pres()nt sufficient.

" Your last despatches had not at this time come to hand.
An e:Ktract on the subject of the reinforcement you think
necessary, was therefore directed to be transmitte.d to Gen-
eral Heath. Some oftbe Continental regiments which have
been employed to the northward are now returning; they
have still a month to serve, and may, if General Heath
approves of it, be sent to support you without increasing the
publick expense and distressing the State by moving the
Militia; but this is a measure out of our province.

"The Committee of Safety intended that £ 1,500 as a
gratuity to your brigade for their past services. Tbey leave
the disposal and distribution of it to your judgment, agree-,
able to tbeir former resolutions.

"I am, sir, your most obedient servant.

"Brigadier-General Scott."

A draft of a Letter to be addressed to John Teller, John
Elmendorf, Jeremiah Clark, and Nicholas Brewer, Jun.,
appointed agents for collecting Boats, Scows, and Crafts,
by the third Resolution passed yesterdaj' for obstructing the

navigation of Hudson's River, was read and approved of, in
the following words, viz:

" December. 1, 1776.

"SIR: The necessity of obstructing tbe navigation of
Hudson's River, near Pollepel's Island, having been resolved
upon as an object of the utmost moment to tbe safety of tbis
State, the enclosed resolutions bave been adopted.

"
The ad \'anced season of the year requires tbat the pre-

parationsshouldbemadewith the utmost vigour; and from
an opinion which the Committee of Safety entertain of your
activity and your zeal for the commoncause in which we
are engaged, they have unanimously appointed you to. the
trust mentioned in the said resolutions. They entertain no
doubt that you will execute it with fidelity, despatch, and
cheerfu Iness.

"I am, sir, your very ob't servant. By order."

Monday morning, 2d December, 1776.

The Committee met.

Present: CQlonel Van Cortlandt, Vice President.
Colonel Lott, Mr. Duane, Mr. Rooset'elt, Mr. Dunscomb-

N EW- YORK.

Mr. Webster-CHARLOTTE.
Mr. A. Yates,Mr. Cuyler, Mr. Adgate-ALBANY.
Colonel Allison, Mr. Little-URANGE.
Mr. Smith, Mr. Miller, Mr. L' Hommedieu-SuFFoLK.
Colonel Van Cqrtlandt, Colonel Drake-WEsTcHESTER.
Mr. Cantine-ULsTER.
Mr. R. R. LivinO"ston-DuTcHESS.
Mr. ltIoore,Mr. Newkirk, Mr. Harper-TRYON.

A Letter from Henry TVisner,Esq., dated Goshen, No-
t,ember30, 1776, relative to a drove of Cattle for the !1se of
the American Army, was read and filed.

Ordered, That a Letter be written to the person who
has (Jle charge of the said dl'Ove of Cattle, directing him to
apply for directions of the Commissary-General.

Ordered, Tbat a Committee be appointed to write to
Colonel Trumbull relative to Salt, &c" and that Mr. Duane,
Mr. R. R. Livingston, and Mr. Cuyler, be that Committee.

A Letter from TViUiam J',filler, dated lIarrison's Pur-
chase, November 28, 1776, relative to the Records of the
County, and requesting the advice of Convention relative to
his conduct as an executor to an estate, was read and filed.

Ordered, To be referred to the same Committee.
Mr. R. R. Livingston delivered in sundry Accounts

which were put into his hands by Frederick Jay, Esquire,
from the Committee of Westchester CQunty.

Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Adgate, Mr. Can-
tine, and Mr. Newkirk.

An Account of Major Abeel for sundry expenses incurred
in apprehendingsundry disaffected personson Long-Island
by order of Philip Livingston and the other gentlemen of
the Committee appointed for that purpose in New- York.

Referred to Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Dunscomb.

A Certificate, signed by Captain Abraham Swartwout,
at Fort Montgomery, November 9th, 1776, certi(ying that
there is due to Ensign T. Finch his inlisting money [or ten
men inlisted [or Captain Swartwout's Company.

Referred to the above Committee.

A draft of a Letter to Stephen Gilbert, the person who
has charge of the Cattle mentioned in Mr. Wisner's letter
received and read this day, was read and approved, in the
following words: .

" Committee of Safety, Fishkill, December 2, 1776.

" SIlt: Mr. Wisner informs the Committee of Safety that
about four hundred and fifty cattle purchased for the use of
the Continen tal Army, are now at Smith's Clove, under your
care, and desires our opinion how they ought to be disposed
of. We desire you to apply to the Commissary-General
for his directions. We have not authority to interfere; and
if we thought it advisable to have the cattle killed and put
up, we have no salt. If the cattle are ordered to follow the
Army, your own prudence will suggest the necessity of using
such caution as will prevent their falling into the hands of
the enemy.

"I am, sir, your humble servant,
"PIERRE V AN CORTLANDT, V. Pres't.

"1\11'. Stephen Gilbert."

'"
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Ordered, That the same be transmitted.

Colonel Drake delivered in the RepOl't of the Committee
relative to Cattle, Stock, &c., in Westchester County; whieh
was read and recommitted, and Mr. Duane added to the
Committee.

The Committee appointed to take into consirleration the
Memorial of Captain James Stewart, delivered ill their Re-
port; which was read, and is in the words following, viz:

"That on examining the muster and sllbsi~tence rolls
of Captain Stewart to the time of his having joined Colonel
Malcom's regiment, on the 22d of Augu.st lasl, as also what
money was paid to the said Captain Stewart, they find a
balance of £31 2s. due to him for bounty and subsistence
for his company, and that as Captain Stewart has fully ac-
counted for the money advanced to him by this State, he
ought to receive his pay."

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety agree with their
Committee in the said Report.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to Cap-
tain James Stewart the sum of £31 2s., in full for bounty
and subsistence due to his Company until it became a part
of Colonel Malcom's Regiment.

The Committee to whom was referred the Pay and Sub-
sistence Rolls of Charlotte County Rangers, delivered in
their Report; which was read and agreed to, and is in the
words following, that is to say:

" Your Committee, to whom was referred the pay and
subsistence rolls of Charlotte County Rangers, do report:
On examining the said pay and subsistence rolls, we find
that by the incorrectness of the original rolls that are signed
by the Captains, they have been necessarily redrawn and
corrected; and as the Captains have not signed and attested
said rolls, we give it as our opinion that the said pay and
subsistence rolls be sent to the Committee of Charlotte
County, and that the form of the oaths, as directed by..this
House, be wrote on the back of each of said rolls, and signed
by the Captains, that thereby proper vouchers may appear
to said rolls, and returned to this Convention.

" And whereas great difficulties may arise to said men
for want of said pay, we give it as our opinion that the bal-
ance of £434 3s. 5!d. due on said rolls be sent to the Chair-
man of the Committee of the County of Charlotte, to be paid
to said Rangers, with this particular resolution, that the offi-
cers, before they receive any of said payor subsistence
money, first make and subscribe the oath wrote on the back
of said pay and subsistence roll; and that a letter be writ-
ten by the Secretary to the Chairman of said Committee,
enclosing a copy of this report, together with said pay and
subsistence roll. "MAT. ADGATE,

"BENiN NEWKIRK,
"MATHEW CAJ','TINE."

Ordered, That the Treasurer pay to Major Alexander
Webster the sum of £464 3s. 5~d., to be transmitted to
the Committee of Charlotte County, for the pay and sub-
sistence of the Rangers, taking a receipt of said Major
Webster for the same, and that the said Committee regulate
themselves in paying the said money, agreeable to the reso-
lutions of the Convention of the Representatives of this
State, on the 23d day of July last, for raising, mustering, and
paying the said Rangers, and the resolves and instructions
of this Committee of the 21st of October, for the same
purpose, and the resolutions of this Committee of the 12th
November. That tpe Muster-Rolls be delivered on oath,
as therein directed, by each Commissioned Officer of each
Company making retul'll, before it is transmitted to Conven-
tion, and that they do not advance any part of this money
for any Rangers but such as armed and accoutred agreeable
to said resolutions of the 23d of July last.

A Pay-Roll of Captain Isaac Belknap's Company of
Rangers, raised in Ulster County, from the 10Ih day of Oc-
tober to the 8th day of November, 1776, both days included,
was delivered by the Committee to whom it was referred.
A Certificate is thereon endorsed inthe words foJlowing,to wit:

" I do h'ereby certify, on the oath I ha ve taken before the
Committee of the County of Ulster, that this Pay-RoJl is
just and true. " ISAAC BELKNAP.

"
November 24th, 1776."

"We the subsqrihers, a Committee appointed by the Com-
mittee of Safety to audit this Pay-Roll, do certify that we

have examined the same, and allow the sum of £92 13s. 3d.
to be due to Captain Isaac Belknap therefor.

" Bt:NJ. N EWKJRK;

"MAT. ADGATE,

"
MAT. CANTINE."

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State (lIlYto Cap-
tain Isaac Belknap, on his receipt, the sum of £9:! 13s. 3d.,
in full for the pay of his Company from the 10th day oC
October to the 8th day of November, both days included.

A Roll of Subsistence or BiJleting of the Officers, Non-
Commissioned Officers, and Privates of Captain Belknap',
said Company, from tbe lOtb day of October to the 8tb day
of November, both days included, was also delivered in, cer-
tified and aodited by the same gentlemen, in a manner simi-
lar to the above-mentioned Pay-Roll, wbereby it is certified
that tbey allow the sum of £54 11s. 6d. to be due to'the
said Isaac Belknap for the billeting of his Company.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to the
said Captain Isaac Belknap, on his receipt, the sum of
£54 17s. 6d., in full for tbe billetingand subsistence of his
Company from the 10th day of October to the 8th day of
November, both days included.

A Pay-Roll of a Second Lieutenant, two Non-Commis-
sioned Officers, and eight Privates, late part of Captain
William Ludlum's Company, in Colonel Josiah Smith',
Regiment, was deli\'ered to the Committee of Safety.
Thereon is wrote an affidavit of Ephraim Marston, the said
Second Lieutenant, sworn before the Vice President, that th~
persons therein named are in such parts of this and the
neighbouring States not in the possession of the enemy; that
they served Ihe time therein mentioned, to wit: one month
and seven days. Thereon is also endorsed a Certificate in
the words following, to wit;

"
Your Committee appointed by tfle Committee of Safety

to audit this Pay-Roll, having examined ~e same, do a1l0w
the sum of £44 12s. 4d. due to LieUlenant Ephraim Mar-
ston, and the persons therein-mentioned.

"
BEN. N EWKJRK,

"MAT. ADGATE,

" MAT. CANTINE.
.. December 2d, 1776,"

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to Lieu-
tenant Ephraim Marston the sum of £44 12s. 4d., in full
for the wagel>due to himself and the other persons named
in the said Muster-R01l, taking Lieutenant Marston's receipt
for the same.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to Major
James Abecl the sum of £25 Os. 6d., in full for his dis-
bursements for subsisting sundry men under his command to
Long-Island, for the purpose of apprehending a number of
disaffected persons, by order of the Committee appointed
for that purpose, agreeable to an account delivered in and
sworn to by Major Abeel.

The Committee to whom was referred the Account trans-
mitted by Colonel Hay, delivered in their Report; which
was read and agreed to, a'nd is as follows, to wit:

" Your Committee to whom was referred the letter of
A. HawkesHay, report,that they have examined the ac-
count, that which was therein enclosed from the Precinct of
Haverstraw, and find It unaccomp~niedby any vouchers,
except one for £ 155 19s. 9d., for liquors. That by a cer-
tificate at tbe foot of the account, they Iind that A. Hawkes
Hay, Esq., has in his possession vouchers for every article
therein charged. That as the account is for a very con-
siderable sum, they are desirousof having the vouchers with
it, and therefore are of opinion that the following Letter be
wrote to Mr. Hay, to wit:

" SIR: The account which you enclosed to Mr. John
McKesson, from the Precinct of Haverstraw, for necessaries
furnished the troops who guarded the shore in July and
August last, has been laid before the Committee of Safety
but being unacc.ompanied by any receipts or vouchers, can~
not well be audited. I therefore beg that you will send the
several vouchers, which, by a certificateat the foot of the
general account signed by you, I find are in your possession.

" I am &c.,
" MAT. ADGATE,

" MAT. CANTINE,
"BEN. NEWKIRK.

" A. HawkesHay, Esq."
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Ordered, That the said Letter be engrossed, signed by
the President, and transmitted.

Sundry Resolutions relative to burning tbe Court-House
at Wltite-Plaifl~, were read and agl'eed to, and are as fol-
lows:

Whereas this Committee have beplJ informed that sundry
of the innabitants of this State have been unjustly plundered
of their property by the Troops of the Continental Army,
and that the publick and pri~'ate buildings at the White-
Plains, in the County of Westchester, ha\'e been wantonly
and wickedly bl,irnedby, as this Convention are informed,
an officer and a party undel' his command, without orders
fron;!his superiourofficers:

Thert!fore, Resolved, first, That the laws of the country
a:re not suspended or superseded by the military code, or
the presN1ceof the Army.

Second. That in all cases where both the party offending
tnd the party injured are not inlisted in the Continental
Army, that the offenders are amenable to the laws of the
country. .

Third. That hy the laws of this State the burning of
Dwelling-Houses is felony, without the benefit of clergy, and
punishable with death.

Foulth. That a letter be written to General Washington,
requesting that the officerdirecting the burning of the Court-
House and Dwelling-Houses at tbe White-Plains be deliv-
ered to this Committee or the Convention of this State, in
order to his being tried by the laws of the Slate, and, if
guilty, punished thereby.

Fifth. That the honourable Continental Congress be in-
formed of these Resolutions, and requested to make such
alterations in the military law as more effectually to prevent
the robbery and plunder of the inhabitants of those States
in which the Armies are, and to General Washington, asking
his conC!1rrencein such request.

Sixth. That this State will make every sacrifice necessary
for the safety of the general cause of America. At the same
time they will use their utmost endeavours to repress any or
needless destruction of their country or violation of the rights
of its inhabitants.

Ordered, That a copy be engrossed and transmitted )0
Congress, and that another copy be transmitted to General
Washington; and that .Mr. R. R. Livingston prepare and
report a draft of a letter to General Washington to enclose
the same.

A draft of a Letter to Congress was read and approved.
Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossedand trans-

mitled.
The Committee to whom was recommitted a letter from

Mr. Hughes, Assistant Quartermaster-General in the Can"'
tinental Army, respecting a quantity of Stock driven off by
order of GeneraJ Lee from the lower part of the County of
Westchester to prevent their falling into the hands of the
enemy, have, according to order, brought the same into
Convention, and do report the following Resolutions:

Resolved, That the Stock lately removed from the lower
part of the County of Westchester to the pasture of Colonel
McDaniel, in Bedford, be put under the direction of Major
Jos. Strong and Joseph Young, who are authorized to
notify, in the most publick manner, the artificial marks of
the said Slock, and that sllch of them as belong to the good
subjects of this State will be delivered to the owners on a
day to be prefixedin the said notice,and that the sameshan
be delivered accordingly. And that such parts of the said
Stock as belong to traitors to this State who have joined
the enemy, or fled, or are known to be inimical to the
United States, or which shan not be claimed as aforesaid
by the good subjects of this State, shan be disposed of to
the best advantage by the persons appointed to take the
care thereof, who shall keep a regular account of the marks
of the Stock and the price at which each head so sold,
and transmit the account and money to be deposited in the
Treasury of this State, and be allowed a reasonable recom-
pense for their trouble, provided that such parts of the said
Stock as shall be delivered to the owners in pursuance of
this resolution shall, if not immediately sold, be secured out
of the reach of the enemy, and not returned to the place from
whence they were removed by order of General Lee.

Ordered, That a copy of ihe preceding Resolution be
immediately transmitted to :Mr.Jos. Strong and Jos. Young.

Ordered, 'fhat two copies thereof be engrossed, and one
transmitted to each of the Agents therein liMned.

A draft of a Letter to Generai Washington was read and
a.pproved, and is in the words following, to wit:

"Sm: Agreeable to the directions of the Committee of
Safety, [ do myself the honour to send your Excellency the
enclosed resolutions, and to assure you that it is with extreme
pain thatthey find themsel \'es under the necessity of passing
them. The singular wantonness and cruelty of the persons
cOllcprned in burning the publick and private buildings at the
White-Plains, which even a barbarous enemy had left unin-

jured, has excited a genpral indignation, and may render
many careless about the event of our rallse, who may have
reason to apprehend as great evils from the licentiousness of
their friends as from the hostilities of the enemy.

.

"Other complaints have been oili'red against the rapine
of the soldiers, who are accused of plundering a people who,
fi.om the unavoidablemiseriesof war, would,whenmost ten-
derly ttealPd, be objects of compassion.

" The Committee are too well satisfied of your Excel-
lency's benevolence and justice to think that any thing of
this kind which comes to YOllrknowledgewill escape the pun-
ishment you are empO\vererl to intlict, but which, unhappily,
is in many cases far short of what the crime merits. To
this they imputethe frequencyof offences;and have there"'
fore troubled YOllr Excellency with the request that you
will be pleased to concur with them in representilig to the
honolHable the Congress the necessity of making it capital
for any officeror soldierto pillagethe inhabitants, or, without
your Excellency's command, to ravage the country, which
they can with pleasure declare they have the highest reason
to believe will never be given but when the interest of the
community should require it. To this they flatter themselves
their past resolutions have shown that they arenot unwilling
to ventUre every proper sacrifice. In the mean time think
it their duty to declare that the presence of the Army does
not supersedethe laws of the country, and pray your Excel-
lency's assistance in enabling them to execute them upon
those who are immediately under your command.

" I bave the honour to be, &.c.

"
His Excellency General Washington."

Ordered, To be engrossed.

A Letter from General Scott, of the 3COthNovember, was
read and filed, wherein he states, that from the RetI,Jrnshe
finds the number of his Brigade who are willing to continue
in service for another month are toO inc<>nsiderable to be
retained.

.

A Lefter from Major Lockwood, giving intelligence of the
enemy in the Sound, was read and filed.

The Committee was informed that Colonel Lott is in
advance a considerable sum as one of the Committee ap-
pointed to cause the Poor to be removed from the City of
New- York.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State advance and
pay to Colonel Lott the sum of one hundred Pounds, on
account of the moneys by him advanced in causing the poor
inhabitants to be removed fi.om the City of New- York by
order of the Convention of the Representatives of this State. .

Adjourned till ten o'c10ck to-morrow morning.

Monday, 4 ho. P. M., December2d, 1776.

The Committee of Safety met on the summons of the
Vice President.

Present: P. Van Cortlandt, Vice President.
Mr. Harper-NEw-YoRK.
Colonel Van Cortlandt- W ESTCIIEST£1f.

Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Adgatf!-AI_BANY.
Colonel Allison, Mr. Little-ORANGE.
Mr. W. Smith, Mr. L'IIommedieu, Mr. Miller-SuFFOLK.
Major Webster-CHARLOTTE.
Mr. Cantine-ULs'rER.
MI'. R. R. 'Livingston-DuTcHESS.
Mr. Moore, Mr. Harper, Mr. Newkirk-TRyoN.

Order.ed,That tbe. Trea~urerof this State pay to Mr.
Ben. Hznchman, on hIS receIpt, ten Dollars, for his trouble
and disbursements and his time delayed as an express to
General Scott, at Haverstraw, with a gratuity sent to be
given to General Scott's Brigade.
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Mr. Robert Harper informed the Committee of Safety
that the Members of Convention appointed a Committee to
procure the Clothing on hand belonging to the State to be
made up for soldiers' use, have disbursed some of their own
cloth to pay poor women, tailors, and others by them em-
ployed in that business, and in purchasing thread and other
materials; that they are yet indebted for the like purposes,
and will have daily occasion to make further expenditures,
and therefore beg an order on the Treasurer for £400.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to MI'.
Robert Harper, as one of the Committee, on" his receipt,
the sum of £400, for the purpose of such expenditures in
procuring Clothing to be made for the Continental troops,
for which sum the said Committee shall account to the
Convention or the Committee of Safety of this State.

Die Martis, 10 ho. A. M., December 3d, 1776.

Present: P. Van Cortlandt, Vice President.
Mr. Harper, Mr. Duane, Mr. Dunscomb, Mr. Rutgers,

General Scott-N EW-YORK.
Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Adgate, Mr. Cuyler-ALBANY.
Major Webster-CHARLOTTE.
Mr. W. Smith, Mr. Miller, Mr. L' Hommedieu-SuFFoLK.
Mr. Little, Mr. Allison-ORANGE.
Mr. Cantine-ULsTER.
Mr. Moore, Mr. Harper, Mr. Newkirk-TRYoN.
Colonel Van Cortlandt, General Morris-WEsTCHESTER.

A Letter from Colonel Isaac Nicoll, dated at Peekskill,
on the first day of December instant, and directed to Colonel
Pierre Van Cortlandt, was read. He therein informs that
there is a considerable quantity of goods and household
furniture in stores near Orange- Town, belonging to Colonel
William Bayard, and sundry other disaffected persons, who
are now actually with the enemy; that there is a consid-
erable amount of goods in and about the camp, and two
borses, one yoke of oxen and cart, belonging to Joshua
Barnes, which goods were taken Ontheir way to the enemy;
that he could have them secured for the good of the State,
if directed.

Ordered, That Mr. Duane, Mr. :Moore,and Mr. R. R.
L"ivingston, be a Committee to consider of and report on
the said Letter, and to devise an Ordinance for securing all
estates and effects which are deserted by the owners, or
which, though under the care of others, belonging to the
enemy, or who have absconded.

Whereas the Committee of Safety are informed that Mr.
Joseph Young has declined the trust reposed in him by the
Resolution of yesterday for disposing of the Stock in Colonel.
McDaniel's pastures at Bedford,

Resolved, That Mr. William Miller be and he is hereby
appointed a Commissioner in the place of Joseph Young,
and that that part of the said Resolution passed yesterday
which directs advertising the artificial marks of the said
Stock, be dispensed with.

A Letter from Dr. John Bard, dated the 1st instant, was
read. The Doctor therein mentions, that as teams appear
at present much wanted at the Fishkills, he has taken the
liberty to offer his for the publick service for a week, which
be begs may be at his pri\'ate expense.

A Letter to Doctor Bard was thereupon drawn aureed
to, and sent, in the words following, to wit: '

b

" SIR: The Committee of Safety have received your
polite letter and generous offer of the use of your team for
the publick without reward. Mr. D1Mr,who has the direc-
tion of the Quartermaster's Department, informs us that he
will be able to procure a sufficient number of teams for the
:oervice. The Committee of Safety have therefore desired
me to give orders that yours be immediately retul'lled and
to assure you that they entertain a proper sense of 'your
regard for your country in the critical situation of our pub-
lick affairs.

" I am, with great respect, &c."
A Letter from Francis Lewis, Esq., one of the Marine

Committee of Congress, dated the 27th ultimo was read
and is as follows: "

"GENTLEMEN: Upon the information given to the Ma-
rine Committee by Captain Patrick Dcnnis of the then
st~te of t~e frigates b~ilt at Poughkeepsie, the said Com-
mittee desired me to mfaI'm you that it was their opinion

those ships, being launched, should as soon as possible be sent
up to Esopus Creek, to be there laid up for the winter, as
there appears at present no prospect of bringing them into
service for this year. And it is their opinion that a Lieu7
tenant of Marines be appointed, with orders given him to
immediately inlist thirty marines to guard those frigates
during winter, and that all such stores that are remaining,
together with those belonging to such vessels as were
ordered to be sunk in the North and East Rivers be also
put under the care of said Lieutenant of Marines.

"That Captain Denm:s, who has at present the custody
of all the rigging, &c., belonging to the vessels so sunk, be
directed to deli\'er the same to said Lieutenant, furnishing
him with an inventory of the particulars, a copy tbereo[ to
be signed by the Lieutenant and transmitted to the :Marine
Committee, who apprehend the stores aforesaid will be this
winter wanted by General &huyler.

"
In regard to the destination of the frigates for the winter,

if you see any likelihood of their being brought into use,
they are submitted entirely to your direction. Upon your
nominating the Lieutenant, his commission will be "seut up
to you, as you are more immediately upon the spot. In
regard to the ft.igates, the Marine Commiul:Je refers it to your
judgment to direct what may be necessary to be done with
them, and desires you would advise them thereof.

"I am, respectfully, sirs, your very humble servant,
"F. LEWIS.

"Philadelphia, 27 November, 1776."

A Letter from Captain Samuel Tudor, dated at Pough-
keepsie, on the ~d instant, was received and read, and is in
the words following, to wit:

"Poughkeepsie, 2d December, ]776.

"GENTLEMEN: We have just received a letter fi'OIII the
Marine Committee, directing us in every matter to take your
dirt'-ctions. We shall proceed with the ships as soon M
wind will permit. When we leave the yard there will be a
quantity of plank, timber, and stores left, which we beg your
advice what to do with. We, think it would be prudent
to pile up the plank and timber, and lock the stores up in
the shops. It may likewise be prudent to have a man to
take care of them. It has been hinted to US"that you intend
building floating batteries; if so, we conceive our c!lrpenters
(the bulk we have just discharged) would be vel')' useful
to you, and may now engage, though some are daily going
away. The sooner you let us know whether you want them
the better.

'

"Weare, gentlemen, your very humble servant,.
" SAML.TUDER."

Ordered, That Mr. Wm. Smith, Mr. Rutgers, and Mr.
R. R. Livingston, be a Committee to consider of the Letter
of Francis Lewis, Esq., and Captain Samuel Tuder, and
report thereon, with all convenient speed.

A Letter from General George Clinton, dated the first
instant, was received and read, and is as follows:

"
Fort Constitution, 1st December, 1776.

"SIR: I arrived here yesterday evening, with two reui-
ments, consisting of about five hundred men, destined for
garrisoning this fort, and obstructing the navigation of the
river near Polopil's Island, agreeable to the resolve or the
Convention. I immediately sent off the Engineer, with about
one hundred men, to get timber for the purpose; but I am so
unfortunate as not to have axes fqr the tenth part of the
number, though I have used my best endeavours to procure
as many as I possibly could. Axes, therefore, three or four
light anchors and cables, drag-ropes, screws, scows and
other boats for collecting of stores, I must beg the Conven-
tion wil~endeavour ~osupply.me with as quick as possible;
the busmess otherwise must III a great measure stand still.
I have smiths employed making axes; and I shall make
them work day and night, to replace those you may supply
me with; and when General Lee's division passes the river
(and they are now at Peekskill,) we shaH be able to get ~
number of boats from that quarter; but for the present we
must be suppJied by Convention if possible. I have about
forty artificers, which are as many as can well be employed
and being furnished with the above articles only, I hope i
shall be able to c~rry on th.e work without troubling your
honourable House III some time for any other supplies.

"
Captain Bedlow has hitherto acted here as a Commissary

of Stores, and Mr. Lawrence as Clerk of the Check; and
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as there are no other persons appointed to take charge of
the stores, tools, &c., or keep the accounts which will be
necessarily multiplied by this new business, I am of opinion
it will be best to continue them. I am sure if they do their
duty, as I don't doubt they will, they will save ten times
more than their wages, especially as it will be out of my
power to do my own duty and attend particularly to that
part of the business.

"Tnere are three or four artificers who have been for
liometime past employed here, (th0\1ghnot belonging to the
Army;) and as I am informed they are industrious, active
men, I would wish to continue them, as I believe it wiII be
of advantage; bl,\.tI shall not engage any of them to remain
in the service till I can have the advice of Convention.

"The bearer, Captain Bedlow, who will wait your an-
swer, and bring down such of the wanted articles as you
can furnish us with, will inform you of the scandalous man-
ner some of the Militia left this place without returning the
ammunition, or other publick stQresthey had been furnished
with.

"Mr. Livingston gave me reason to hope I should have
three companies of Rangers join me. I wish to have
them, as we shall want a,lIthe aid Convention can give us,
and I have a strong desire to work those gentry a little. If
they should object against going out of their County, as I
have heard they do, I'll fix them in it. They will be
equally convenient to the work.

" I am, with due respect, your most obedient servant,

"
GEORGE CLINTON.

"To the Honourable the President of the Convention of
the State of New- York."

Ordered, That this Letter be committed to Colonel
Allison, Mr. Cuyler, and Mr. Cantine, the Committee ap-
pointed to furnish such necessaries as General Clinton may
have occasion for in the obstructing the navigation of Hud-
son's River.

A Petition of Phebe Oakley was read, and i~ in the
words following, that is to say:

"To the Honourable the Representatives of the State of
NEw-YORKin Convention assembled.

" The Petition of PH<EBEOAKLEY,of the Borough Town
of W I!;STCHESTER,in the County ofW ESTCHESTER,and
State of NEW-YORK,humbly showeth:

"That your petitioner, to avoid the depredations of a
cruel enemy, who had then landed at Prog's Neck, sent
divers of her effects to her brother-in-law, Talman Pugs-
ley, at the Manor of Phillipse; that your petitioner liath
been inhumanly robbed and plundered of her said effects by
Captain Ford and his company, of Colonel Brewer's regi-
ment; that your petitioner hath not as yet been able to
recover any of her effects; for the particulars of which, and
the manner in which the same were taken from her and
divided among the plunderers, your petitioner begs leave to
refer to the affidavits subjoined to this petition. That your
petitioner hath been informed that such base and unmanly
ravages are not countenanced by the regulations prescribed
for the government of the American Army, but, on the con-
trary, hath been advised that the Generals of the said Army
will, on application, deliver to the civil authority of this
State all such persons as wantonly trespass against the laws
thereof, and particularly in the cases of theft, robbery, and
other felonies.

" Wherefore your petitioner humbly prays that this Con-
vention, who are and ought to be the guardians of the rights
of the people of this State, will be pleased to assert the
iame, by taking cognizance of the crimes committed by
Captain Ford against your petitioner, and extending to him
the laws for such cases provided. And further, that appli-
cation may be made to the honourable the General Con-
gress for a resolution to compel Captain Ford and his com-
pany to make restitution to the many unhappy sufferers
whom they have basely stripped and pilfered. And your
Petitioner shall ever pray.

"
p 0 "H<EBE AKLEY.

"DUTCHESS County, ss:
"Phebe Oakley, of the Borough Town of Westchester, in

the County of Westchester, single woman, of full age, being
duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, de-
poseth and saith, That on the day the enemy took possession
of Frog', Neck, she sent a trunk, covered with seal-skin,

and filled with linen and cloths and some writings of great
value, to her brother-in-law, Talman Pugsley's,on the Manor
of PhiZZipse, in order that the same might be out of the
way of the enemy; and that together with the said trunk
she also sent to the same place five feather beds and bedding,
one looking-glass, one copper coffee kettle with lamp and
stand, two muffs in cases, a long blue cloth cloak, one pair
of brass-knobbed andirons, one painted and one woollen
Roor-cloth, one copper tea-kettle, two pewter dishes and one
dozen of plates, a whole set of tea China, and a small red
trunk, belonging to Captain John Berrian, two large wil-
low baskets, with a variety of articles and clothing in them,
and a pair of boots almost new, a pair of brass candlesticks
and some books. That she remembers there were in the said
trunk ten yards of pea-green taffeta, a light brown mantua
gown, a plain satin cloak, a light blue silk quilt, a dark chintz
gown, a blue copperplate gown, a chintz frock for a child,
one calico bed-quilt, fifty yards of new linen, furniture for
one bed of blue and white calico, furniture for one bed of
white diaper, furniture for one bed of very dark blue and
white calico, furniture for another bed of white diaper, fur-
niture for one bed of white cotton and linen, nine diaper
table-cloths of difierent figures,one dozen of diaper napkins,
ten homespun and bought linen shifts, one dozen of home-
spun and bought linen shirts, half a dozen of muslin sacks,
ten pair of linen sheets and ten pair of pillowcases, a striped
silk and cottOnjacket, three pair of white drilling breeches,
one red morocco pocket-book, one white satin hat, one
dozen pair of linen and cotton stockings, a half a dozen linen
and cotton stockings in another parcel, besides a number of
caps, handkerchiefs, aprons, and children's clothing, the par-
ticulars of which she cannot remember; that in the said
trunk were books of accounts, bonds, notes, receipts, and
title-deeds, belonging to her father, the late Alderman Oak-
ley's estate. That this deponent continued at the Borough
town of Westchester, with her brother's widow, till the enemy
had evacuated that place. That then the deponentwent
to the Manor of Philipse in quest of her trunk and other
effects, sent there as aforesaid; that on coming there she
was informed by her said brother-in-law, Talman Pugsley,
that he had received the said trunk and other things sent to
him as aforesaid, but that while he was gone from home with
some of his effects, and before he could return for another
load, his house was plundered, as he was informed and be-
lieved to be true, by Captain Ford and his company, of
Colonel Brewer's regiment of the Massachusetts, in the
American Army, and that this deponent's effects aforesaid
had been carried away by them; that her said br6ther-in-
law further told her he had applied to Captain Ford for
restitution of the said effects; that Captain Ford confessed
that he had some of them, but would not deliver them up
or let him see them; that thereupon this deponent applied
to General Heath, who behaved to her as a gentleman and
man of honour; that the General told her that he would put
him under arrest; that this deponent has never received any
of the said effects, but has heard that part of them were
sold, and Captain Pollard told her he was informed that
Captain Ford had sent off two or three men to Connecticut
with plunder. And further this deponent saith not.

" PHEBE OAKLEY.

"Sworn the 2d December, 1776. Before me:
"PIERRE V. CORTLANDT,V. President."

"DUTCHESS County, ss:
"Tolmon Pugsley, of the Manor of Philipse, Yeoman,

in the aforesaid affidavit mentioned, of full age, being duly
sworn on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, deposeth
and saith: That he received the trunk and other effects
mentioned in the said affidavit to h5\ve been sent to his
hous.e by his sister-in-law, Phebe Oakley. That on the
day the battle was fought at Chatterton Hill, at the White-
Plains, this deponent began to remove his effects to the
house of his father, who lived about six miles to the north-
ward of him; that he arrived at his father's in the evening
of the said day with a load of goods; that he stayed all
night at his father's; that the next morning he returned
home with intent to remove the r~st of his effects, but to his
surprise was informed by his neighbours that his house had
in his absence been plundered by Captain Ford and his
company, who were encamped in the neighbourhood; that
the deponent went in pursuit of her said effects, but had
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never been able to recover any of them j th<lt on his appli-
c~tion to Captain FQrd for the sain effects, Captain Ford
~;f.!dhe had some things, but did not belie,'e they beJonged
tQthis deponent j that the depotH'nt then dt:'scribed1\suit of
I(urtains, bed quilt, and other articles, and desired Ca ptain
FQrq to examine with this deponent the things he confessed
he had, to See if they were not among them j that Ca ptain
Ford repliep, he would not show tbis deponent where the
s~id goods were, or what tbey Were, and gave this deponent
tJ.great deal of very !lbusive language. And f~uther this
deponent saith not.

" T P.
-

. . . OLMON \JGSLEY.

"Sworn the 2d day of December, 1776. Before me:
"PIERRE VANCORTLANDT,V. President."

((

DUTCHESS County, ss:
HEbenezer Bv,rrill, of Lynn, in tbe County of Essex, in

the State of Massachusetts-Bay, a pri,'ate in Captain Pol-
lard's company, of Colonel Brewer's regiment of Artificer~,
of full age, being sworn on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty
God, deposeth and saith: That the day after the fight at
Chatterton Hill, at the White-Plains, this deponent was at
YQung's Tavern, on the Manor of Philipse, where he was
taking care of some carpenter's tools by order of his Cap-
tain; that this deponent went tbe said day from thence, in
company with one Besset, of Captain Ford's company, to
his Captain's quartet's for further ordet's respecting the said
tools; that in his way thither he passed by an encampment,
which the said Bossel told this deponent was Captain Ford's
company, and at which the said Bossd stopped; and this
deponent further saith, that on his return from his Captain's,
he stopped at the said encampment to inquire for the said
Bassd, who had promised to return with this deponent if
he would can fm' him; that on inquiring for him, this depo-
nent was informed that Bassel had gone on; that while this
deponentwas in the said encampment he saw several men
whom he knew to be of Captain Ford's company, from
which circumstances, and from what Bassel had, as afore-
said, told him, he has no doubt but that the said encampment
was the eDcampment of Captain Ford's company; that
while he was ill the said encampment he saw a number of
men dividing divers articles of clothing and household furni-
ture, some of which were hanging on the bushes near their
tents, and others spread on the ground; that wbile they
were making the division he heard one of the men say,
'Captain Ford must have an equal share;' that another
answered, 'Captain Ford has had a number of Ettie notions
already;' to which the first replied, 'Never mind that, he
has used us weJI, and he ought to have an equal share, if
he has got a few little things;' that among the said goods
this deponent well remembers to have seen a piece of green
!tilk, a light cloth-coloured silk woman's gown, two pair of
white_ drilling men's breeches, and sundry sheets, pillow-
cases, table-cloths, shifts, shirts, and a variety of other arti-
cles. And further this deponent saith not.

"
EBENEZER BURRILL.

" Swom the 2d..day of Decemper, 1776. Before me:
"PIERRE V~,NGOR'I;LAN~T,V. l!re.~'t,"

On reading the said Petition and Affidavits,
Resolved, That it is the duty of this Committee to take

proper means for bringing the said Captain Ford to justice.
And tbe Committee being informed that he is now under

arrest at Peekskill for tbe crime specified in the said Peti-
tion and.Affid.l!yj~ -

Resolved; That a copy of tbe said Petition and Affida-
vits, and these Resolutions, be transmitted to his Excellency
Gen_~ral Washington, with a Letter requesting that the said
Ford be detained., to be tried for the s;1id offenc.eij in a due
course of law.

.

Resolved, That another Letter be written to Major-
General Heath, requesting him to detain the said Ford in
custody till an ~nswer to the above application can be
received from General Washington.

Resolved, That Mr. DUfJne, Mr. ft'loqre, and Mr. R. R.
Livingston, be a Committee to prepare drafts of said Let-
ters.

.

Mr. Dijanl1, frQm the a~qve-rn~nti9n,ed CQrnmittee, pro-
~uc;ed the draft o[ 3,_Lli'tter tp G~nera,I lfeatlt, which, being
r~a~ and approved, is in the words folJowing:

"SIR: A pet,itipn, supported by a. num,~e[ Qf afflda,yits,

was this da.y presented to the Committee of Safety, com-
plaining of depredations committed by Captai" Ford and
his compalJ.Y, belonging to Golonel Brewer's regiment, of
the ft-lalisaclw,sett,~-Bay, and requesting the interposition of
the civil authority. You, sir, have, we presnme, but too
H1\1ch evidence before you of the rapacity of our troops,
who seem to have conspired with a cruel enemy in increas-
ing the misfortunes of those who have unhappily fallen
victims to the calarniti!'s of war.

" From your known humanity and benevvlence, you can-
not but resent ravages which disgrace the ,IfIW\ taken IIp in
the most virtuolls of all causes with abhorrence.

"Called upon by numberless complai'lts of the suffering
inha,bitantsof this State, it has become our duty to see that
at least some of the principal offenders be brought to justice,
th3,t a stop may be put to sllch pernicious excesses lor the
future; and the Committee of Safety have accordingly passed
suitable resolutions, which will be transmitted to his Excel-
lency General Washington, with a request that Captain
Ford be delivered up, in order to anSWerfor his miscol}duct
in a cOUrt of justice.

" In the meau time I am directed to request you to detain
Captain Ford in custody, and to give orders for securing
such of the plundered effects as may still be found.

" I have the honour to be, with great respect and esteem,
sir, your most obedient servant. By order.

"To the Honourable Major-General Heath."

Ordered, That a copy of the said Letter be engrossed,
and signed by the President, and transmitted.

Ordered, That Mr. L' Hommedicu be reqlJested to draft
a Letter to Colonel Henry B. Livingston, desiring him to
transmit an account of the Families, Stock, and Effects, by
him removed from Long-lliland, and the manner in which
they are disposed of.

Mr. L' Hommedieu, according to order, reported a dra.ft

?f the said, Letter; :-vhich w~s ~(1d ~nd"approved o~ and is
In the words followmg, to WIt:

.

" SI;R; The Committee of Safety have received accounts
from different towns in Connecticut, with their demands for
transporting stock and effects from Long-Island. Some are
sent in by private persolls as employed by you for that pur-
pose. I am directedto desireyou to send me as particular,
an account as you can of the stock and other effects you
bave brought of[ Long-Island, with the number Qf catde,
sneep, aod other~stock, the names of the persons to whom
they belonged, and in what manner the same WaS disposed
of,a.nd to wl1QfI1,witb such vouchers for the same as YOLJ
bav.e takelJ, Y o.u, wiIllikewi&e inform us of the number of
families. brought off by your order, with the names ofth~
headsof {jI!Ch family,as filr itS it is in your power; witlHny
other particuJarsyou may think. necessary:r~spectillg the
Wmsportation. and disposing of the same.

.

"I am, respectfully, sir, &c.
"To Colonel H. B. Livingston."

Orclere.d, That a copy thereof b~ engrossed. and signed
by the Vic.e President, and translJ}it~.

A utter from Brigadier-General JqrM1J ClintQ'fI, reCorn..
m_endilJg Captain 1. ]l,o$!!krans to be cont.inued i.n service,
al)J~provided for in the new arrangem.ent of the Continental
Battalions raising in this State, WaS read;

Ordered, That it be referred to the Commitlee of AI'''
t:aogemellt,

A Letter from Benjamin Birdsall, Esq., dated the 12th
instant, respecting his former services and an appointment
in the Army, was received and read:

Ordered, That it be referred. to the Deputies of Suffolk
County and to Mr. Abraham Yates, to report thereon.

.

A Letter from John Gibson, Esq., Auditor-General,dated
at Philadelphia the 21st November last, requesting that the
publick Accounts of this State may be sent to Commission-
ers, was read, and is as follows:

"Tr~~ury Office, Philadelphia, November 21,1776.

"HONOURABLE GgNTLEMEN; The Commissioners for
adjusting the aCc.O!HI.tsof the Army of New- :fork ao{ the
Jerseys, lJ,nder the command. of Gen~ral Washington, are
nQW ~Jlgaged ill executing that. bUS!lless, and. are in im-
mediate wantof all the account~ of a~tva!lGes m~d!t by the
s.~ver;1l. s.tate~. for paying, o~ ~!JQ;si~~ing th~ $llid.1\rm..r.I
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am therefore to request you to order an account of such
advances by your State to be forthwith transmitted to the
Commissioners, that the proper stoppages may be made,
and the State reimbursed accordingly.

"When the account$ are prepared, you will please to
order them to IVilliam Denning, Thomas Smith, and James
Stephenson, Esquires, or either of them, at H~ad-Quarters,
at New-York or the Jerseys.

"I have the honour to be, in the name of the Superin-
tendents of the Treasury, honourable gentlemen, your most
obedient humble servant,

"JOHN GIBSON,Auditor-General.

"To the Honourable the Convention of the State of New-
York."

A Letter from the same Auditor-General, some time
since received, dated the 31st of October, and directing the
publick Accounts in the Northern Department to be laid
before.the Commissioners at Albany, was read, and follows,
to wit:

money be, by General Scott, transmitted in such manner
that it may be delivered to Co]onel 'Malcom. And Colonel
l11alcomis hereby directed and authorized to pay to each
non-commissioned officer and private who shall continue
fourteen days in service under his command, four Dollars,
as a gratuity' for their past services, and as a testimony of
the esteem this Committee entertains of their zeal and spirit
in the service of their invaded and distressed country.

And in case any greater number than one hundred and
fifty non-commissioned officers and privates shall so continue
in service with Colonel ~lalcom,

Resolved, That he be, and is hereby requested to advance
a gratuity of four Dollal's to each of them, for which he shall
be reimbursed by the Representatives from the Treasury of
this State.

On considering the Letter from the Chairman of the
Committee of Orange County, relative to CorneUus Thorp,
confined in Orange County Jail for having altered and
passed Continental Bills of Credit for true bills,

Resolved, That all persons who are or shall be charged
with altering or counferfeiting the Bills of Credit of the
United States, or of this or any other of the United States,
or of passing the same knowing them to be counterfeit
or altered, or with any other criminal offence, be confined
in jailor secured, according to the nature of the offence, in
order to take their trials in a due course of law. And that
the Committee of the several Counties of this State be
authorized to take effectual means for that purpose, and to
appoint Jailers in the several Counties which they represent
in Committee, and where they shall find it necessary, upon
whose fidelity they can rely. And further, that such crimi-
nals and offenders be apprehended and maintained at the
charge of the County where the fact shall have been com-
mitted, as heretofore accustomed.

"Treasury Office, Philadelphia, 31 October, 1776,

"HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN: As Commissioners have
been appointed to liquidate and adjust the publick accounts
in the Northern Department, and are now assembled ill
Albany for that purpose, it is necessary that they should
be furnished by each State with an account of the several
advances and payments to the officers and others who have
been entrusted with publick money, to enable them to settle
the accounts. We have therefore to request you would be
pleased as soon as possible to order an account of such ad-
vances as your State may have made the settlement of which
may properly fall within the Northern Department, to be
drawn out, and forward them to the Commissioners byex-
press, in order that, the proper stoppages being made, your
State may be reimbursed by Congress. The names of the
Commissioners are James Hillegan, John Carter, and John
Wells, Esquires.

D. M .. 0 h A -M D b
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h f h S . . Ie erCllrn, 1 0, .
"

ecem er 4, 1776,ave t e onour to e, 10 t e name 0 t e uperm-.
"tendents of the Treasury, honourable gentlemen, your most Present: Colonel Pterre Van Cortlandt, Vice President.

obedient, humble servant, NE,;-YoRK-Mr. HarpUf, Mr. Dunscomb, Mr. Roosevelt,

"JOHN GIBSON, Auditor-General. General Scott, Mr. Duane.
. "ALBANY-Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Cuyler, Mr. Adgate.

"To the Honourable the Convention of New- York. TRYON-Mr. ~Ioore, Mr. Harper, Mr. Newkirk.
Ordered That Genera] Scott and Mr. Duane be a Com- SUFFoLK-Mr. W. Smith, Mr. L' Hommedieu, Mr. lJ-liller.

mittee to take into consideration the two hist precedinD"Let- ORANGE-CoJonel Allison, Mr. Little.
tel's, and report thereon.

0
CHARLoTTE-Major webster, Colonel Williams, Mr. Duer.

The Committee to whom was referred the Letter of Mr. WESTCHESTER-Colonel Van Cortlandt.
John R. Livingston respecting goods purchased by him in RA:solved, ~hat the slim of £ 100, which the Treasurer
Boston for this State, and also the arms brought from Lon(1'- of thIs Btate did, on the 14th day of August last, advance
Island, report, that those goods are much wanted for the u~e to Ca~in .J~m~s Ste.wart to enable him to disburse bc>unty
of the soldiers to be raised in this State and that it is neces- moner for mltstmg hIs Company, and which £ 100, by the
sary they be brought here from Boston' with all convenient resolu!ion of the Convention of the ?6th day of ,July last,
s-peed, for which purpose you~ Committee recommend that the ~ald James Stewart ",:"asthen entItled to reCeIve of t~e
James Weeks be appointed to go to Boston and receive Mr. Chairman of the CommIttee of Albany, be by the saId
Livingston's order on Mr. for these goods; Treasurer placed to the ?ebit ?f the State on t~e said 14th
and that the sum of one hundred pounds be delivered to him of August, or at any tIme smce; the Committee of the
by the Treasurer of this State, that he may be enabled to Repre~entatives of this State who examined and reported on
brinD"or hire teams for the transportation of those goods in Captam Stewart's Mljster and Pay-Rolls, having credited
the ~heapest and best manner. on. his accounts for pay and subsistence o~ his Co,?pany: the

As to the arms brought from Long-Island to Connecticut sa~d sum of £ 100, and thereby fully paid and mdemlfied
by Colonel Livingston, youI' Committee are informed that this State for the same.
Mr. L' Hommedieu wil~ soon go into Connecticut, and take A Pay-noli of Captain Nathaniel Scribner's Company,
such m~asures respectmg the same as the Committee of raised and imbodied in Dutchess County, agreeable to a
Safety direct.

. _ Resolution of the Committee of Safety of this State, of the
Whereupon ,it was Resolvp,d and Ordered, That the 9th of October last. The said Pay-Ro11 stating the pay of

Tre~surer of thlS State pay to ~acob Cuyler, Ezra L' Hom- the individuals of the said Company from the respective
medteu, and John Moore, EsqUires, th~ sum of £ 100, on times of their inlistment to the first day of December inclusive,
account, for the purpose of transportmg the goods lately was exhibited for payment.
purchased b>: John R. L,zvingston, Esq., at Boston, on A Billeting-Roll of the individuals of the said Company,
account ?f thIs State, to this, place, a~d for.the purpose of agreeabJe to the said Resolution of the ninth day of October
transportmg the Ar~s belongmg t? the mhabltants or~assau last, was also exhibited for payment.
Islan.d, and brought mto Connecttcut by Colonel Lzvmgston Ordered, That Mr. Cantine, and Mr. Adgate, Mr. New-
to this place. kirk, and Major Webster, be a Committee to examine the

General Scott represented to the Committee of Safety said two Rolls, and that they, or a major part of them,
that his brigade was disbanded except about one hundred report thereon.
and fifty men, who it is probable will continue in service A Muster-Roll of a Company of the SecQnd Battalion of
fourteen days, under the command of Colonel Malcom; Continental Troops, raised in this State in Anno 1775, and
that the sum of ~1:500, put into his hands as a gratuity whereof George White was Captain, was exhibited to the
for the non-commIssIOnedofficers and privates of the said Committee of Safety to entitle Captain White and his officers
brigade, has not been distribut~d:

. to the reward allowed by the Provincial Congress in that
Resolved, That the sum of six hundred Dollars of that year to the officersfor the men by them inlisted in the service :.
FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. III. 23
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t

Ordered, That the said Muster~Roll be referred to the
Committee Jast above-mentioned, to report thereon.

The Committee to whom was referred the Letter from
Francis Lewis, Esq., of the 27th of November last; and
also, the Letter from Captain Samuel Tuder, of the 2d
instant, reported certain Resolutions; which, being read by
paraoTaphs, were amended and adopted, viz:

R~solved, That Mr. Victor Bicker, Jun., be nominated
Lieutenant of Marines for the Ship Congress, and directed
to'inIist thirty Marines for the Ship Congress for the same
term as the other Continental troops, whose duty it shall
be during this winter to guard the Ships Congress and
Montgomery, and such other vessels and stores belongin~ to
the Continent as may be ]aid up with them. That they
be aJlowed the Continental bounty, pay, and rations.

That Captain Patrick Dennis be furnished with a copy.
of the Letter from Francis Lewis, Esq., to the honourable
the Convention, and be requested to deliver over the Con-
tinental Stores and Rigging in the custody to the said Lieu-
tenal'\t Bicker, who is directed to sign duplicates of the
Inventory, and receipt therefor, and transmit them to the
Convention of this State, in order that one of them may be
sent to the Marine Committee of Congress at Philadelphia,
and the other to remain with the Convention.

That the two Continental Frigates at Poughkeepsie be
secured in the manner directed by the Resolution of the
Committee of Safety of the 28th day of November; and
that the other Continental and publick Vessels be laid up
in the same place, if they can be accommodated; if not,
that the Agents for the said Ships make an immediate report
thereof to the Convention of this State, and suggest some
place where they can find a secure harbollr for them.

That all convenient expedition should be used by the
managers, Messrs. Tuder and Lawrence, together with the
Captains of the Frigates, to get the same rigged and their
cannon mounted by the spring, as, in the opinion of the
Committee, they may be of use in the defence of IIudson's
River, which will most probably be exposed to the attempts
of the enemy. _

Resolved, That Carriages for the Guns be imrriediately
begun by the Carpenters, if they can be supplied with sea-
soned stuff; and if not, that stuff be prepared for seasoning,
on which work they may be employed till the Convention
receive an answer to a letter written to the honourable the
Congress, on the subject of fortifying Hudson's River, and
building Floating Batteries, &c., thereon.

Resolved, That the managers take such measures as they
conceive proper for the Plank and Stores that are~left at
Poughkeepsie, and direct one of the inhabitants o(~ said
place to take charge thereof. -

Ordered, That the managers of the said Ships be fur-
nished with copies of the above Resolutions; that a copy
thereof be transmitted to Francis Lewis, Esq., and that
another copy be sent to Lieutenant Victor Bicker.

A Letter from Mr. Henry Quackenboss, enclosing an
Invoice of Goods purchased by him for this State, pursuant
to a Resolution of the Committee of Safety of the 9th of
October last, and requesting that the amount of the said
Invoice, together with his commissionsthereon,should be
paid to Mr. Cuyler,was read. Thereupon,

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to Jacob
Cuyler, Esq., for account of Henry Quaekenboss, of Albany,
on receipt for tbe sum of £532 12s., in full for the Goods
purchased by him for this Convention, together with his
commissionsthereon, at fiveper cent., agreeable to his Invoice
and Account thereof bearing date 19th of November last.

General George Clinton forwarded to the Committee of
Safety a memorandum of Articles, viz:

" Wanted, by the detachment employed in obstructing
the navigation of Hudson's River, near Pollopin's Island,
viz: Six thousand bricks, for forges for blacksmith shops,
and a few ovens to bake bread for the soldiers; as it is a
great waste of time to bake in the ordinary camp way,
especially when the business is such that aU hands ought to
be out on fatigue; as many boards as can possibly be spared,
to cover blacksmiths' and other artificers' shops, and make
temporary barracks for the men, as the weather is too cold
for those who have to work in the water all day to sleep in
tents at night.

"The logs at Poughkeepsie ought to be brought down;

and we shall want (after al1 the supply of boats we shall
be able to get at Peekskill) a number of scows for co]]ect-
ing of stone, &c. Indeed, some person in the Quarter-
master's Department ought to be on the spot, as teamS and
many other articles will be daily wanted which ought prop-
erly to be supplied by him; and it is not doubted but was
General Hw{n applied to on that head by Convention, he
would order one of tbe Quartermaster's deputies this way.
This would save Convention a great deal of trouble and
bring things in their proper channel."

Whereas tbe Committee of Safety being informed that
Major-GeneralHeath, in pursuanceof the authority vested
in him by his Excellency General Washington, hath directed
that further obstructions of the navigation of Hudson's
River, near Pollipo's Island, and this Committee bavina'
tbe success of tbi::; salutary measure much at beart, and
being disposed to contribute all in their power to its despatch,
and by a resolUtion agreed to advance such sums as might
be required for the purpose, on the credit of the United
States; and a Sub-Committee is appointed to furnish such
necessaries as General Clinton, who superintends the said
obstruction, may require: And whereas, upon further con-
sideration, it appears that, as the said obstruction is to be
made at the Continental expense, it will be more propel'
that one of the Continental Assistant Quartermaster-Gen-
erals should be employed to collect and purchase the mate-
rials for the said obstruction than a Sub-Committee or Agent
appointed by this Committee; and Major Taylor, one of
the Acting Deputy Quartermaster-GeneraJs in the Conti-
nental Army, beingrecommendedto this Committee as an
active and well-qualified officer, capable of executing that
business with advantage and despatch; and 1\11'.Duer
having been applied to, and declaring that he can have no
objection against Major Taylor'sbeingemployedin this ser-
vice, provided it should be agreeable to General Heath:

Resolved, therefore, That a Letter be written to General
Heath, requesting that Major Taylor may be employed in
the said department.

It was represented to the Committee of Safety that Mr.
L' Hommedieu, some months ago, left a sum of Money in
the hands of Gerard Baneker, Esq., which Money Mr.
L' Hommedieu had received as a Loan Officer of Suffolk
County; that by an order of on the

day of last, Mr. Bancker
paid that Money to Egbert Benson, Esq., Chairman of
Dutchess County, for the publick use therein mentioned;
that Mr. L' Hommedieu has given security as a Loan
Officer of 81J:ffOlkCounty, and is apprehensive that his
securitiesmay be prosecuted for the same money; wllere-
fore he concei~'esit equitable that he should be indemnified
by this Convention, that the sum mentioned in the said
order was not the sum by him lodged in the hands of Evert
Bancker, Esq., and that the same facts are not well stated
in the said Resolution:

Ordered, That Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Duane be a Com-
mittee to consider the said Order, and to report to this
Committee such proper resolution or entry as may be expe-
dient or necessary on that subject.

CONVENTION.

Fishkill, 5th December, 1776.

The Covention met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt,Vice President.

NEW-YoRK-l\1r. Rutgers, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Dun$camb,
Mr. R. Harper, General Scott, Mr. Duane.

CHARLoTTE-Major Webster, Colonel Williams.
ALBANy-Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Adgate, Mr. Cuyler.
'w ESTCHEsTER-..Mr. Van Cortlandt.
DUTCHEss-Mr. R.R.Livingston, Mr. Sackett. .

TRYON-Mr. Moore, Mr. Newkirk, Mr. Wm. Harper.
SUFFoLK-Mr. Wm. Smith, Mr. Miller, Mr. L' Hommedieu.
ORA.NGE-Colonel Allison, Mr. Wisner, Mr. Little.
ULsTER-Mr. Cantine, Mr. Rea.

A draft of a Letter to Major-General Heath, was read
and approved of, and is in the words following, to wit:

"SIR: The Committee of Safety having much at heart
the plan of obstl'ucring Hudson's River, near Pollepel's
Island, cannot but be attentive to every thing which may
don.tribute to its success.

.
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"In their opinion the appointment of an active assistant
Quartermaster i[J1mediateJy for this service wiJl be highJy
necessary.

"Major Taylor being recommended as every way guali-
fied for the department, the Committee have expressed their
wishes to Mr. Duer that he may be employed, who has
assured them that if he is agreeable to you, he can have no
objection.

" I am directed, therefore, to request your approbation, and
that you will be pleased, if it shall not interfere with the ser-
vice, to give orders accordingly.

" I have the honour to be, with great respect, your most
obedient servant.

"The Honourable Major General He«th."
Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed

by the President, and transmitted.

A draft of a Letter to Fmncis Lewis, Esq., a Member
of the Marine Committee, wasreadand approvedof, in the
words following, to wit:

"SIR: Your favour of the 27th of November has been
laid before the Committee of Safety, who, ih consequence
thereof, have agreed to the resolutions a copy of which I
am directed to transmit. Y 011will be pleasedto aSSl1rethe
Marine Committee that we shall be attentive to every thing
which is required o[ us; and when the Continental vessels
of war and the stores in this river are in a place of safety,
shall not fail to give them information and transmit the
inventory they require.

"Lieutenant Victor Bicker being recommended for his
courage,activity, and integrity, they have nominated him
to be Lieutenant of Marines to the Congress, and hope it
will meet with approbation.

"Captain Hetfield, who commands a Continental brig
purchased by General Mijflin, and now in this river, has
still a few seamen who have the c;;lre o.f the brig. Weare
informed a Continental sloo.p is in the same situation. Be
pleased to inquire fro.m the Marine Co.mmittee whether the
Captains and men are to be discharged, or how they wish
them to be disposed o.f.

"I am, sir, your very humble servant.
"To. Francis Lewis, Esq."

Ordered, That a copy thereof be transmitted and signed
by the President.

Resolved, That a majority o.f the vates o.f the several
Co.unties of this State, to wit: a representatio.n af so many
Counties as shall in the whole amo.unt to. twenty-six or
more votes, or a representatio.n of seven different Counties,
shall hence farm a Co.nvention to represent. this State.

Resolved, That a Committee of Safety be and is hereby
farmed far this State; that the said Cammittee af Safety
co.nsistof at least ten Members,seven of wham shall be
from seven different Counties, beside the President ar Vice
President, unless in case o.f the sickness or other necessary
absence o.f bath, in which case the Committee of Safety are
empowered to. choose a Cbai~map; that this Committee
exist until the next meeting o.f Conventio.n; that every mem-
ber who shan or may attend shall have a voice.

The Committee appainted to prepare the frame of Go.v-
ernment, and sundry other Members of the Convention,
having withdrawn, the remainder present pro.ce(Jded to
business as a CO~IMITTEE OF SAFETY, viz:

Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esquire, Vice Presiden.t.
Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Dunscomb-N EW-Y aRK.
Mr. Adgate-ALBANY.
Mr. Rea, Mr. Ca~tine-ULsn;R.
Mr. Miller, Mr. L' Hommedieu-SJJFFoLK.
Major Webster, Colo.nel Williams-CHARLo.T1;E.
Colo.nel Allison-ORANGE.
MI'. Platt, Mr. SClckett-DuTcHEss.
Colonel Van Cortlandt, General Morris-'- W ESTCHESTE.R.

Mr. Moore, Mr. Newkirk, Mr. W. Ifarper-TRyo.N.
A draft of a Letter to John Gibson, Esq., Al1ditor-General,

was read by Mr. Duane, and appraved, iri the words [ollow-
ing, viz:

"SIR: Your several favoursafthe 31st October and 21st
November, respecting a settlement of the accounts of dis-
bursements of this State for the military operations, have
been laid before the Cam.01ittee af S<J,fetyand duly COQsid-
ered. I am dir~cted to assure you tbat they have the

accamplishment af tbis necessary business much at heart,
and that the publick accaunts up to the 9th af November
have been for some time, tho.ugh from many difficulties not
so soan as they wished,stated and prepared for examina-
tian.

"The mode which the Baard of Treasury has been.
pleasedto prescrib!twill, I fear, be attended with embar-
rassment. Your first instructions refer the audit of charges
for the Northern Army to. tbe Cammissianers at Albany,
and the last direct that such as relate to.the Southern Army
shall be adjusted by the Commissioners at Head-Quarters,
either in New- York or New-Jersey. However desirous of
giving the highest satisfaction to the honourable Congress, I
must take the liberty to suggest the objections which lie in
the way of this method:

"First. When the preparations began and the battalions
were ordered to be raised, no idea was entertained that the
expeoditures for the service at the City of New- York and
those for the Northern Army were to be separated and
stated in distinct accounts. Whether such a discrimination
is now practicable I cannot take upon me to determine, but
if it is absolutely necessary, it must, bowever difficult, be at
least attempted, althaugh it would save a~reat deal af
trouble and time if it could be dispensed with.

"Secondly. Tbe vouchers to. our publick accountsco.m-
prehend a multitude of charges, which not anly relate to
this State particularly but to both the military departments,
and as they must necessarily be produced to the Commis-
sioners, the accaunts of one department cannot be proceeded
upon until tbose of the other are adjusted; and if tbe first
set o.fCommissioners should insist on declaring the vouchers
complicated with the expenditures of both, no. final adjust-
ment can take place in the manner prescribed.

H Thirdly. Our Audito.r-General and State Commissary,
who. have arranged the accaunts and must occasio.nally be
present at the settlement, cannot attend both sets of Cam-
missioners at the same time.

"Fourthly. In the uncertain and fluctuating circumstances
of aur military operations, it may nat be prudent to expase
vouchers of great importance to this State as well as to the
Cantinent to the danger of falling into the hands of the
enemy, or of being last by frequent removals.

" Upon all these considerations I am directed to ex press
the wishes of the Cammittee o.f Safety that the whale
accounts of this State with the Continent may be audited
before the Cammissianers at Albany, and their opinion that
it will upon the whole be most advisable. You will be
pleased, however, to assure the Board of Treasury that they
will pursue with cheerfllJness any practicable method which
may be mare satisfactory for the final adjnstment o.f tbeir
publick accaunts, if the reasans be[are assigned for referring
them to the Cammissianers at Albany sball not ue thought
conclusive. .

" I am, sir, your most obedient servant.
.. Fishkill, 6th December, 1776.

"John Gibson, Esq., Auditor-General of the United States,
Philadelphia."

Nicholas Brewer, Jun., Esq., and Jf;remiah Glar7e,two of
the persons appointed to pracure Boats and Scows for the
publick service, represented that they find difficulty in pro-
cl,lring Men and Boats, from the exorp.itant prices demanded,
and praying that the Convention would establish regliJalions
or grant them instructions relativeth~reto.

Resolved, That Messrs. Jeremiah Clark, Nicholas Brew-
er, Jun., John Elmendorf, and John Teller, who are ap-
pointed to hire or impress Boats and Crafts for the purpase
o[ carrying on tbe obstructions io Hudson's River, near
Pollepel's Island, be respectively, and hereby are, directed
to agree for and allow twenty-four shillings per day for each
good Sloop, o.f the burthen af forty tons or thereabouts, sup-
plied with one active man on board of her and with a good
Scaw. That they agree for and allaw in proportion, ac-
cording to their best judgment, for Slaops of inferiour bur-
then, or those withaut a hand, or without a Scow, and that
they agree and allow for Pettiaugers and other small vessels
such prices as they may think a reaso.nableallowance.

And Resolved, That they be, and hereby are, authorized
and respectively directed to impress the Vessels, Boats and
Scaws of any person or persans who may refuse to accept
of such hire for the same, as above mentioned, hning their

.

:I:
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.

value ascertained by appraisement, as heretofore directed by
this Committee.

On .notion, Resolved, That Colonel Allison, Mr. Wil-
liam Harper, Mr. Cantine, Mr. Cuyler, and Mr. Dunscomb,
be a Committee to devise ways and means for procuring
Salt for the relief of the back inhabitants of this State, who
are greatly distressed for want of that article.

The Committee to whom was recommitted the Resolu-
tions of yesterday, for procuring Cannon for the Ships in
Hudson's River, report, that it is their opinion it would be
imprudent to delay the casting of Cannon for the Ships, and
therefore, that the resolution to have Cannon cast at Salis-
bury be reassumed.

The Committee appointed yesterday to examine the
Pay-Roll of Captain Scribner's Company, raised in Dutchess
County, delivered in the same, wherein is charged their pay
from the times of their respective inlistment, to the 1st day
of December, both days included. Thereon is endorsed an
affidavit, sworn before PiC1"TeVan Cortlandt, Esq., Vice
President, and subscribed by the said Nathaniel Scribner,
that the same is a just and true Muster and Pay-Roll of his
Company for.the time herein specified,containing the names
of the officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates of the
said company, and the times of their respective inlistment
and service.

On the said Pay-Roll is also endorsed a Certificate by
the said Committee, in the words following, viz:

" We the subscribers, a Committee appointed by the
Committee of Safety to audit this Pay-Roll, do certify, that
we have examined the same, and allow the sum of £ 1~7
7s. 4d., due to Captain Scribner.

"
MAT. ADGATE,

"
BEN. NEWKIRK,

'I ALEX'R WEBSTER."

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to Cap-
tain Nathaniel Scribner £ 1~7 7s. 4d., in full for the pay
of his Company to the 1st day of December included.

A Billeting-Roll of Captain Nathaniel Scribner's said
Company, from the time of their respective inlistments to the
1st day of December included, was also c;leliveredin by the
said Committee, with a similar Affidavit endorsed thereon.
Thereon is also endorsed a Certificate by tbe said Committee,
in the words following, that is :

" We the subscribers, a Committee appointed by the
Committee of Safety to audit this BiJlet-RoJl, do certify, that
we have examined the same, aod allow the sum of £87
6s. 5d., due to Captain Nathaniel Scribner.

"BENJ'NNEWKIRK,

"MAT. ADGATE,

"December 4th, 1776." "
ALEX'R WEBSTER.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to Cap-
tain Nathaniel Scribner, on his receipt, the sum of £87
6s. 5d., in full for the. billeting expenses of bis Company to
the 1st day of December inclusive.

CONVENTION.
Die Veneris, 10ho. A. M., December6,1776.

Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Vice President.

General Scott, Mr. Dunscomb, .Mr. Robert Harper, Mr.
Roosevelt, Mr. Jay-NEw-YoRK.

Colonel Van Cortlandt, Major Lockwood-WESTCHESTER.
Major Webster, Colonel Willialm-CHARLOTTE.
Mr. Yates, Mr. Cuyler, Mr. Adgate-ALBANY.
Colonel Allison, Mr. Little, .Mr. Wisner-ORANGE.
Mr. Newkirk-T!tyoN.
Mr. Cantine, Mr. Ray-UL5TER.
.Mr. Smitlt, Mr. Miller, Mr. L' Hommedieu-SUFFoLK.
Mr. R. R. Livingston-DLTTcHEss.

The Memorial of Colonel Hathorne, stating that a number
of disorderly persons had forciblycarried away his Salt from
the store of William Allison, and praying relief, was read.

Ordered, That the same be referred tp Mr. L'Homme-
dieu, Mr. Cantine, Mr. itliller, Mr. Dunscomb, and Mr.
Ray.

A Letter from John. Elmendorf to the Vice President,
dated the 3d December instant, stating that he cannot accept
the trust of procuring Boats, &c., on account of the riots.

Part of a Letter from John Elmendorf to L"tfat. Cantine,
Esq., dated the 4th instant, relative to riots about Tea, was
read. Referred to the Committee above-named.

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety of yesterday
be revived in the same words; and

Ordered, That the Committee on Government retire to
consider that business.

And they withdrew accordingly, and the remaining Mem-
bers proceeded as a COMMITTEEOF SAFETY, viz:

In Committee of Safety, &c.

Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Harper, Mr. Dunscomb, Mr. Rutgers-
N EW- YORK.

Mr. Contine, Mr. Ray-ULsTER.
Major Webster-CHARLOTTE.
Mr. Adgate-ALBANY.
Colonel Van Cortlandt-WEsTCHESTER.
Mr. Newkirk, Mr. Harper, Mr. ft'Ioore-TRyoN.
Mr. L' Hommedieu, Mr. Miller-SuFJ!'oLK.
Colonel Allison, Mr. Little-ORANGE.

William Duer, Esq., Chairman of the Committee ap-
pointed by the Convention of the State of New- York, for
the purpose of inquiring into, detecting, and defeating all
conspiracies which may be formed in the said State against
the liberties of America, brou~ht in the Report of the said
Committee in the case of AtJraham C. Cuyler, Esq., late
Mayor of the City of Albany, which was read, and is in the
words following, to wit:

"Captain Platt, from the Committee to whom the case
of Mr. Abraham C. Cuyler, late Mayor of the City of Al-
bany, was referred, applied to this Committee to know
whether they should examine into the original cause of his
commitment, or only inquire whether he had broken his
parole; and if it should appear that he haa, order him to be
sent to Connecticut, or such other. place of confinement as
the Committee may think proper.

"Resolved, That if it shall appear that Mr. Cuyler has
broke his parole in leaving Connecticut, that he be ordered
by the Committee to such place of confinement as they may
think proper; and that if he has reason to complain of hard
treatment in his original commitment, this Committee will
at their leisure inquire into it, and do him ample justice;
but they will not authorize any persons, under pretence of
obtaining a rehearing, to break their paroles, or contemn the
power by which they were committed."

Resolved, unanimously, That the Representatives of tbis
State, in Committee of Safety assembled, do agree with the
said Committee for detecting and defeating Conspiracies, in
their said Report.

A Letter from Henry Schenck, Esq., dated this day,
relating to a quantity of Tar and a number of Tents
belonging to the Continent; which are wasting and rotting
on a wharf at Fishkill Landing, was read, and recommend-
ing Petrus Bogardus to take charge of the said articJes.

Resolved, That Mr. Petrus Bogardus be requested and
directed to take charge of the said Tar and Tents, and have
the said Tar coopered and preserved fi'om wasting, and the
Tents dried and preserved in the best manner, until further
order, or the person whose duty it is to take charge of tbem,
and that a suitable allowance shall be made to him for his
trouble; and the said Petrus Bogardus is hereby directed
to obtain the best information in his power, and report to
this Committee who brought and left the said stores at that
wharf.

A draft of a Letter to General Heath was read and
approved of, in the words following, viz:

.

" SIR: 1 am directed by the Committee of Safety to
acknowledge the receipt of your favour of the 3d instant,
and assure you that your offers of assistance, accompanied
with General Washington's approbation of your generous
aid in carrying on the obstructing of Hudson's River, and
your attention to the passes of the Highlands, afford them
the highest satisfaction.

"The sick of Colonel Bradley's regiment we had caused
to be taken care of by a physician of this place until Doctor
ltlcKnight arrived; and be assured, sir, the non-attendance
of a Doctor or Surgeon was not ascribed to any inattention
of yours. Such parts of the unfinished Academy as are in
any wise tenantable at this season of the year, were lately
assigned for a distressed party of sick from General :McDou-
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galfs brigade; but we are informed by William Duer, Esq.,
under whose direction the barracks between Peekskill and
this place are, that those in the north entrance of the High-
lands, and also that near Hoit's, intended to contain upwards
of one thousand men, are nearly completed. Those who
are sick of your division may now be made comfortable;
and if the building of any other Hospital shall be necessary,
you may be assured the Convention will be ready to afford
every necessary aid in their power for that purpose.

" I am, with great respect."

Ordered, That a copy thereof be signed by the President,
and transmitted.

The Committee to whom was referred the application of
Doctor Hunlock T¥oodruff, for a place of cover for two
hundred and thirty troops belonging to General McDou-
gall's brigade, under the command of Captain Wildie, now
lying at Peekskill, and also a letter received from General
Heath, of the 3d instant, reported the following Resolve: .

Resolved, That the sick Soldiers of General McDougall's
Brigade, now lying at Peekskill, be permitted to occupy
such parts of the Academy at Fishkill as are tenantable for
an Hospital, until they can be otherwise provided for.

Saturday morning, December 7th, 1776,,
Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Vice President.

Mr. Roosevelt, General Scott-N EW-YORK.-
Mr. Cantine, Mr. Rea-ULsTER.
Mr. Little-ORANGE.
Mr. Adgate-ALBANY. '

Mr. Moore, Mr. Harper, Mr. Newkirk-TRyoN.
Mr. Miller, Mr. L' Hommedieu-SuFFOLK.
Colonel Van Cortlandt, Major Lockwood- WESTCHESTER.
Major Webster, Colonel Williams-CHARLOTTE.

A Letter from William Heath, Major-General, dated 6th
December, 1776, respecting a Hospital, was read.

A Letter from General Schuyler, dated 2d December,
1776, relative to the obstructing of Hudson's River, was
read.

Ordered, That Mr. L' Hommedieu and Mr. Wisner wait
on Mr. Clinton, with General Schuyler's {.etter, and General
Arnold's Letter and Plan of Obstruction.

The Committee to whom was referred the Muster-Roll
of a Company raised and inlisted in this State by Captain
George White, as a part of the Second Battalion of Con-
tinental Troops, raised in the year 1775, brought in the said
Muster-Roll. Thereon is endorsed a certificate of Gunm'ng
Bedford, Deputy Mustermaster-General, of his having mus-
tered said Company. The said Committee reported thereon,
that agreeably to a Resolution of the Provincial Congress,
passed on the 1st day of August, 1775, they allow, as dqe to
the said Captain George White and his subaltern officers,
the sum of sixty-eight Dollars, forhaving inlisted a Company
of sixty-eight non-commissioned officers and privates.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to the
said George 1f1hite,on his receipt, for the use of himself and
the late s~balterns of that Company, the sum of sixty-eight
Dollars, in full for inlisting money for the said Company,
pursuant to the Resolution of the Provincial Congress of the
State of New- York on the 1st day of August, 1775.

A Muster-Roll of Captain Micah Townsend's Company,
for the month of October, and a Pay and Billeting-Roll of
the said Company, was brought in.

Ordered, That the said Rolls be committed to Mr. Ad-
gate, Mr. Cantine, Major Webster, and Mr. Newkirk, to
examine and report thereon. ,

Mr. Adgate moved, and was seconded, that that part of
the Resolution of the Committee of Safety on the 12th of
November, relative to the superintendence of the Poor,
which directs a letter to be written to Governour Trumbull
to send all the poor of this State which are now at the
charge of Connecticut, into Dutchess County, in this State,
be repealed and obliterated.

Debates arose thereon, and the question being put, it was
carried in the negative.

Mr. Adgate then moved for the following amendment to
the _saidResolution, to wit:

That instead of the Committee writing a letter to Govern-
our Trumbull for the removal of the poor, that the President

be directed to write such letter; which was unanimously
agreed to.

The Members of Tryon County informed the Committee
that a Sergeant and twelve men of the Tryon County Ran-
gers, who have been sent and arrived here, with sundry
prisoners sent to this place by the Tryon County Commit-
tee, are destitute of either money or provisions to support
them in their return home; that they have a considerable
sum due to them for rations;, and therefore requested that a.
small sum of money may be advanced in part of their billet-
ing and subsistence money, to support them on their return
home.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to James
Grinnell, or order, on his receipt, for himself and the twelve
Rangers with him, three Dollars each, viz: thirty-nine Dol~
lars, in part of their billeting and subsistence money, to
support them on their return to Tryon County.

Ol"dered, That the clause in the Letter to Mr. Hancock
relating to Flaxseed, be obliterated.

Saturday, 4 ho, P. M., December7,1776.

The Committee met pmsuant to adjournment.
Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Vice President.

Mr. Dunscomb~NEw.YoRK.
Mr. Rea-ULsTER.
Colonel Allison, Mr. Little-ORANGE_
Mr. Adgate-ALBANY.
Mr. Moore, Mr. Newkirk, Mr. Harper-TRYON.
Mr. Miller-SuFFoLK.
Colonel Van Cortlandt, Major Lockwood-WESTCHESTER.
Major Webster-CHARLOTTE.

A Pay-Roll of the late Company of Captain Mica"
Townsend, from the 2d of October to the 31st of October,
both days included, and a Billeting-Roll or Account of the
subsistence money due to the officers, non-commissioned
officers, and privates of the ::;aidcompany, from and to the
days aforesaid, both days included, were brought into the
Committee. Thereon is endorsed an affidavit of the said
Micah Townsend, sworn before the Vice President, that the
said Rolls were a true Muster-Roll of his company for the
month of October, containing the names of the officers,
non-commissioned officers, and privates of the said com-
pany, and the times of their respective service since pay-
ment of their wages.

Ordered, That the same be referred to Messrs. Adgate,
Webster, and Newkirk.

The Committee to whom was referred the said Pay and
Subsistence Rolls, reported, that they had examined the
same, and allow to Captain Townsend, on the saia Pay-
Roll, £ 119 12s. lO~d.; and also that they allow to the said
Captain Townsend, on the Subsistence-Roll, the sum of
£85 9s. 3!d. .

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to Captain
:Micah Townsend, on his receipt in full for the pay remain-
ing due to himself and the other officers and men of the
said company, £119 12s. lOid., and that the said Treas-
urer pay to the said ltIicah Townsend, on his receipt, the
further sum of £85 9s. 3~d., in full for all subsistence or
allowance for billeting due the said company.

On motion of R. R. Livingston,
Resolved, That a Committee of three gentlemen be

requested to go immediately to General George Clinton, at
New-Windsor, and vested with full power, in conjunction
with General Clinton, to call out the Militia of Orange and
Ulster Counties, and to station them at such places as they
think will contribute most to the safety of this State and the
general interest of America.

-,

Resolved, That Mr. Robert R. Livingston, General Scott,
and Mr. Duer, be the said Committee.

Resolved, That a Letter be written to Major-General
Schuyler, informing him of the intelligence we have received,
and the steps we have taken, and requesting him to imbody
and, if possible, clothe all the recruits arrived in the County
of Albany, and send them down to this place, and put them
under the direction of this Convention; suggesting the pro-
priety of sending down as many of the troops as he can
possibly spare from the northward, and of calling, at' the
same time, upon the Rangers of Tryon County to garrison
the Fort.
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Sunday morning, Fishkill, December 8,1776.

SPECIAL MEETING.

A draft of a Letter to Governour Trumbull was read and
approved of, in the words following, to wit:

" SIR: The confusion into which every thing has been
thrown at Philadelphia by the enemy's rapid progress has,
we suppose, prevented the Congress from applying to us or
you for aid, much as at present they want it, of which}ou
will judge when we inform you that General Howe l~ at
Brunswick with ten thousand men; that General Washmg-
ton is at Trenton, with a.n Army of about six thousand
stron"". We think it therefore our duty to mention these
facts~o you, and to entreat you, by that regard which you
bave hitherto testified for the glorious cause in which we
are engaged, on this occasion speedily to exert your whole
force.

"Should six thousandmen cross into the Jerseys, where
General Lee now is with two brigades, and unite them-
selves to him or General Gates, who is likewise on his march
with some troops, the panick which universaIly prevails
in New-Jersey would be removed, a considerable body of
tbe Militia would probably flock in to your assistance, and
tbe enemy, shut in between two armies, and having their
supplies cut off, might deady pay for theirJemerity. .

"The fleet that bas sailed up the SOund is eVIdently
designed as a feint to draw your attent~ from the object
that ought principaIly to engage it, and to keep. any part ~f
the force of the New-England States from actmg where It
is most manifestly wanted. .

"Though this embarkation ought not to be neglected, yet
as from the number of the troops in New-Jersey, those that
h~ve gone up the Sound cannot be formidable, we cannot
but hope that so fair an opportunity of distressing the enemy
will not be foregone, especially as there is no telling what
consequences may attend the enemy's uninterrupted progress
through a country by no means free fro,mdisaffection.

" An that can be expected from us III our present weak
and dismembered state, has and will be done. Nine hun-
dred of our Militia, wen armed and appointed, are already
in the field, and occupy some passes at which General
WashinfTton has directed them to be stationed. The Militia
of two °Counties, under marching orders, are put under
General Heath's command.

" You will be pleased to write immediately to the East-
ern States on this important subject, and to let us know what
number of troops you are like to collect, and whether we
can give you any assistance in purchasing or forwarding
provisions for them.

" Yours, &'0."

Ordered, That a copy thereof be signed by the Vice
President, and transmitted by express.

A draft of a Letter to :Major-General Schuyler was read
and approved of, in the words following, to wit:

"
[Secret.] Fi$hkiIJ, 8th December, 1776.

"
SIR: An officer is arrived here who gives the following

intelligence: That he left General Washington, at the head
of between five and six thousand men, at Trenton last
Friday; that General Howe was then at Bruns.wick, with
about ten thousand of the troops; that there bad been a
skirmish near Brunswick, where the Hessian General who
commanded at the taking of Fort rVashington was slain;
that neither the Jersey nor the Pennsylvania Militia had
joined General Washington, who proposed, if not soon re-
inforced, to cross .Trenton river; that the Congress had
moved to Lancaster. General Lee marched the day before
yesterday, with ~bout three thousand men, in pUl'~"1Jitof the
enemy; and there is a flying report that he has had an
engagement .with them, near Hackensack, in which they
suffered greatly. General Gates is to march with some
troops from the north ward, to join him or General Wash-
ington. As it is of the utmost importance to encourage the
Militia of New-Jersey, who arpear to be dispirited, 'it will
be necessary to march a body of them immediately to their
assi,stance. A Committee, authorized to call out the Militia
of Orange and Ulster, and to post them to the best advan-
tage, is therefore gone over to New- frindsor, to confer with
General George Clintolt.

" The Convention have despatched an express to Gover-
nour Trumbull, with the above intelligence, strongly urging

the propriety of imbodying six thousand men from the New-
England States, in order to cooperate with General Wash-
ington, by falling on the rear of the enemy ~who seem to
act with astonishing temerity. A report prevaIls that seventy
of the enemy's transports have proceeded up the Sou~d,
whether as a feint to divide the American forces, or with
intention to land at Rhode-Island, is uncertain.

"The Committee of Safety have, upon this intelligence,
agreed to the resolution I have the honour to enclose. If
this alarm had not happened, you would nevertheless have
been requested to send down the recruits, to be quartered
and disciplined at this place, where there are barracks for
above two thousand men. They are there, too, under the
eye of the Convention, and ready to defend the passes of
the HiD'hlands,on which the publicksafety much depends.
They hope the measures they have adopt~d will .m~et wit?
youl' approbation. There can be no use J.n publlshmg t~IS
inteIliD'ence till we have it more authenuck. It may dls-
'courage the weak and waveling at a time when an the
vigour of the State is necessary.

"I am, with great respect, sir, your most ob't humble
servant.

" By order of the Committee of Safety."
Ordered, That a copy thereof be signed by the Vice

President, and transmitted.

Monday morning, December 9th,'1776.

Present: Mr. Dunscomb, Mr. Rutgers, Mr. Roo$evelt, :\ir.
Jay, Mr. Harper-NEw-YoRK.

Mr. Abraham Yates, Mr. Adgate-ALBANY.
Mr. L' Hommedieu, Mr. ltIiller-SuFF01,K.
Mr. Ray, Mr. Cantine-ULsTER.
Colonel Allison-ORANGE.
Colonel Van Cortlandt, Major Lockwood, Mr. Morris,

General Morris-WEsTCHESTER.
Mr. Moore, Mr. Harper, Mr. Newkirk-TRyoN.
MI'. Webster, Colonel Williams-CHARLOTTE.
.Mr. R. R. Livingston-DuTCHESS.

Ordered, That the' Treasurel' of this State advance to
Captain John Houston, of Colonel Gansevoort's Regiment,
the sum of two hundred Pounds, on account of Bounty
Money for his Company.

An Inventory of the Real and Personal Estates of sundry
persons in the Town of Salem who have gone over to the
enemy, dated December 6th, n76, and signed by Ezekiel
Hawley, Chairman of the Comrniltee of said Town, was
read and filed.

Ordered, That Mr. Duane prepare a draft of a Letter
to the said Committee.

Mr. Duane accordingly I'eported a draft ofa Letter to
the Chairman of the said Committee of Salem, which was
approved of, in the words fonowing, to wit:

"Fishkill, 9th December, 1776.

"SIR: Your favour of the 6th instant has this day been
laid before the Committee of Safety, and I am directed to
acquaint you that they highly approve of the conduct of
the Committee of Salem, and of the prudent measure! they
have taken to ascertain and secure from waste and embez-
zlement the property of the disaffected who have joined the
enemy. They request that you will continue your care of
these effects, allowing a provision to the families who are left
behind. The Committee have under consideration a repol't
for the security and disposal of all estatesunder the like
circumstances. It will not be long before you shall be
furnished with these regulations.

"
I am, &c.

"Mr. Ezekiel lIawley, Chairman of the Committee of
Salem.."

Ordered, That a copy thereof be signed by the Vice
President, and transmitted.

A Letter from the Cornmitt!Je of Albany, dated November
28, relative to the abuse in the weight of Flour, and of the
E"tates of persons who have gone over to the enemy, was
read and filed.

Ordered, To be referred to .Mr. :Morris, Mr. Yates, Mr.
Roosevelt, and Colonel Allison.

A Lettel' from Mrs. Inglis, (tbe wife of the Rev. Mr.
Ingbi,) directed to Mr. Dualle,requestingpermission to go
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to her husband, who is in the City of New- York, with her
family and effects, was read and filed, and committed to
Mr. Jay, Mr. Morris, and Mr. Duane.

At a meeting of the Committee appointed by the Repre-
sentatives of the State of New- York, in Committee of
Safety assembled, agreeable to a Resolution of the said
Committee of December 8th, 1776,

-Present: Brigadier-General George Clinton, Brigadier-
General Scutt, R. R. Livingston, Esq., Wm. Duer, Esq.

December 9th.-Resolved, That all the Militia of Orange
and Ulster Counties be forthwith qrdered to march, properly
armed and accoutred, "and with four days' provision, to
Chester, in Orange County, there to receive further orders
from General George Clinton for effectually cooperating
with Major-Geoeral Lee and Major-General Gates, in ha-
rassing and distressing the enemy, who have entered the
State of New-Jersey; that the said Militia shall be allowed
Continental pay and rations, and one penny per mile in lieu
of rations till they come to the place of rendezvous.

Resolved, That Brigadier-General George Clinton be
empowered to make use of the A,rms and Accoutrements
belonging to this State, and now at New- Windsor, for the
purpose'of equipping such of the said Militia as are not
armed.

Resolved, That Colonel Malcolm be requested and
authorized to exert all the influence which he possibly can
to indl!ce the men under his command, and such others as
he can procure, and engage in service till the last day of
December; and that he be annexed to the brigade com-
manded by Brigadier-General George Clinton.

Resolved, That Brigadier-General George Clinton be
empowered to give a gratuity of one dollar to each man of
Colonel Malcolm's Regiment who will consent to remain in
service till the last day of December.

And whereas, in the opinion of the honourable General
Congress, and from the measures pursued by the enemy,
the security of the United States principally depends upon
preventing the passes of the Highlands, on Hudson's River,
from fallinginto the handsof the enemy,yet it is the firm
intention and the earnest desire of the Convention of this

-
..

-
.

State to give every possible assistance to any of their sister
States, or the United States in general, consistent with that
grand object; and whereas the Committee of Safety have
this day received information that Major-General Lee has
taken post at Morristown, in New-Jersey, where he is
assembling an army to act in concert with General Wash-
ington in opposingthe enemy, who are marched towards
Philadelphia; and whereas the security of the Highlands
on the west side of lludson's River, mustgreatlydependon
the Militia of Ulster and Orange Counties, who for that
reason ought not to be removed to so great a distance from
the passes of the Highlands as to be unable to oppose any
further designs of the enemy in that quarter:
. Resolved, therefore, That General George Clinton, in
cooperating with General Lee and General Gates, take
especial care at all events to secure the said passes; and
in case he shall not find it expedient to join the said Gene-
rals, he nevertheless march into the State of New-Jersey
as far as he shall think serviceable, consistent with the pre-
serv,ationof the said passes; and that he exert himself to
the utmost in collecting the Militia of New-Jersey, and
raising their spirits, and in overawing and curbing the disaf-
fected or revolted subjects of that State when called upon
by the civil or military authorities thereof.

Resolved, That a copy of the above Resolutions be
transmitted to General Heath, and that he be requested to
give every necessary assistance to General George Clinton
in carrying the same into execution.

Resolved, That the Regiments commanded by Colonel
Huntindon and Colonel Tyler may with safety be put
under the command of General George Clinton, as he will
take care, from time to time, in case the motionsof the
enemy should require it, that the pass at Ramapough should
be properly secured.

Resolved, That in case General George Clinton shall be
permitted to draw off the above-mentioned Regiment from
the pass at Ramapough, that he be empowered to supply
their place with as many of the Militia under his command
as he shall think necessary.

ResQlved, That General George Clinton march, as a part

of the Troops under his command, the Companies of Ran-
gersraised in the Connty of Ulster under the command of
Captain De Witt and Captain Hasbrouck.

Resolved, That General George Clinton should be sup-
plied with two Field-pieces, forty-five thousand Cartridges,
Tents for fifteen hundred men, and as many Small-Arms as
shall be necessary for supplying the Militia who may stand
in need of them, and that the same ought to be issued from
the Continental Store.

Resolved, That a Deputy Commissaryand one Assistant
Quartermaster-General of the Continental Army should
attend the Brigade of Militia under the command of Gen-
eral George Clinton.

Resolved, That the sum of six thousand Pounds be ad-
vanced to General George ()linton from the Treasury of
this State,in order to defrayany expensewhich may accrue
in the execution of the above-mentioned Resolutions, and
which is before unprovided for.

Resolved, That a Letter be sent exeress to Major-
General Gates, enclosing copies of these Resolutions, and
requesting him to forward copies of the same to Major-
General Lee.

Tuesday morning, December 10th, 1776.

The Committee of Safety met.

Present: Mr. Duane, Mr. Harper, Mr. Rutgers, Mr.
Roosevelt,Mr. Dunscomb-N EW-YORK.

Mr. Abraham Yates, Mr. Adgate-ALBANY.
Mr. Smith, Mr. Jtliller, Mr. L' Hommedieu-SuFFoLK.
Mr. Cantine, Mr. Ray-ULsTER. .

Mr. Wisner,ColonelAllison-ORANGE.
Mr. R. R. Livingston-DuTcHESS.
Major Lockwood, Mr. Morris, General Morris-WEsT-

CHESTER.
Mr. :Moore,Mr. Har

r
er, Mr. Newkirk-TRyoN.

Mr. Webster,Colone Williams-CHARLOTTE.
The President and Vice President being absent, Mr.

Cantine was unanimously chosen Chairman pro tem., and
he accordinglytook the chair.

A Letter from General McDougall, dated at Haverstraw,
on the 9th December instant, assigning reasons for sending
three or four hundred men to protect Orange- Town, was
read:

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Wisner, Mr.
L' Hommedieu, and Mr. R. R. Livingston.

A Letter from Samuel Tudor, dated at Poughkeepsie on
the 9th day of December instant, relative to the articles
wanted for the equipment of the ships building at that place,
was read and filed:

Ordered, That it be committed to Messrs. Wisner,
Smith, and L' Hommedieu.

A Letter from the Delegates of this State in Congress,
dated at Philadelphia on the 4th instant, was read and filed,
and is in the words following, to wit:

".Philadelphia,4th December, 1776.

"We received Mr. McKesson's letter d!lted the 25th
November. We have, according fo your request, applied
to Congress for leave to our State to raise another battalion,
to be commanded by Colonel Du Bois, which is agreed to,
and a resolve to that purpose is enclosed, as also a resolve
for employing five Aid-Majors at the expense of our State.
Blank commissions for both the battalions and Aid-Majors
are herewith sent. There are forty-five blanks, a few more
than the number wanted, to serve in case some might be
spoiled in filling up. The rank of the officers of the five
battalions is with you to settle. The Congress does not in-
terfere, under the new arrangement in the rank of officers
appointed by the several States.

"General Washington is at Trenton with his Army; Gen-
eral Cornwallis at Brunswick. This city had been in great
confusion for some days; the consternation was great, from
an apprehensionthat the enemy would march into this
place; but they have now in a great measure recovered
their spirits, and are marching out in considerable numbers
to join General Washington, and in a few days our Army
will be strong enough to face the enemy. We have noac-
counts where our troops under General Lee are at present,
but are in hopes if they are within march, as is said, that
Cornwallis will not proceed an)' further this way too spee-
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A draft of a Letter to General ]}IcDougall was read and
approved of, and is in the words following, to wit:

"Fishkill, 10th December, 1776.

"SIR: We received your favour of yesterday, and in an-
swer thereto have only to inform you, that previous to the
receipt thereof we ordered a large body of the troops from
the Counties of Orange and Ulster, under the command of
Brigadier-General George Clinton, to march immediately
through the Counties of Orange and Bergen, in order to
protect the well-affected in that part of the country, and to
cooperate with General Lee, as far as shall lie in his power,
in distressing the enemy, raising and collecting the well-
affected, and harassing and overawing the disaffected
subjects of the State of New-Jersey. We submit to your
prudence how far and to what persons this should be di-
vulged before the arrival of General Clinton's corps.

" I am, &c.
"General ]}lcDougall."

. Ordered, That a copy thereof be signed by the Vice
President and transmitted.

dily: if he delays a very few days longer, there is nothing
to fear fromhim. _

" Weare, gentlemen, your most obedient servants,
"PHrL. LIVINGSTON,
"FRA. LEWIS,

" "V
M. FLOYD.

"To the Convention of the State of New- York."

A Resolution of Congress therein enclosed, dated the 26th
of November, 1776, was.read, as follows, viz:

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the Legislatures
of the United States respectively, to pass such laws as will
effectually prevent the counterfeiting or forging the tickets
of the publick lottery.

" Extract from the Minutes:
"CHARLES THOMSON, Sec'y."

And the Resolution of Congress therein enclosed, dated
November 30th, 1776, was also read, as follows, viz:.

"Re8olved, That the State of New- York be empowered
to raise another Battalion on the Continental establishment.
That the Convention or Council of Safety of New- York be
empowered to appoint an Aid-Major to each of the Battal-
ions raised by that State, the pay and expense Ofwhich to
be borne by that State.

" Extract from the Minutes:
"CHARLES THOMSON, Sec'y."

Ordered, That the said Letter and Resolves be referred
to the Committee of Arrangements.

Resolved, That the Rangers of Tryon County be allowed
Continental Rations instead of their weekly subsistence
money, during the time they remain in garrison.

A draft of a Letter to General Schuyler was read and
approved of, in the words following, to wit:

"Fishkill, December 10th, 1776.

"SIR: Bya ('eturn express from Philadelphia, we have
received a letter from our Delegates, dated the 4th instant,
enclosing a resoluticmof Congress for enabling this State to
raise a fifth battalion, to be commanded by Colonel Du
Bois, which was applied for by the Convention. Another
resolution of Congress is also transmitted, directing the
respective States to pass acts for preventing the forgery of
lottery tickets.

"The following extract will show the condition of the two
Armies on the date of the Delegates' letter:

" 'General Washington is at Trenton with his army; Gen-
'eral Cornwallis is at Brunswick. This city has been in,
great confusion for some days; the consternation was great,, from an apprehension that the enemy would march on to

'this place; but they have now in a great measure recovered,
their spirits, and are marching out in considerable numbers, to join General Washington, and in a few days our army

'will be strong enough to face the enemy. We have no
eaccount where our troops under General Lee are at pres-
eent, but are in hopes they are on their march, as it is said
ethat Cornwallis will not proceed any further this way too
'speedily: if he delays avery few days longer, there is, nothing to fear from him.'

" You will have the pleasure to observe that the report
suggested in our last, that Congress had removed to Lan-
caster, was without foundation.

"General Lee, we are well informed, was a few days
since at Morristown, where he is assembling a force to act
in concert with General Washington. The Militia of
Orange and Ulster are ordered to march under the command
of Brigadier-General George Clinton, to cooperate with
General Lee, revive the spirits of the New-Jersey Militia,
and secure the passes in the Highlands.

"The Convention are of opinion, and have this day
passed a resolution, that the Rangers of Tryon County
ought to be allowed Continental rations instead of their
weekly subsistence money, during the time they shall remain
in garrison.

" r am directed to add that the Convention will soon send
up the pay which is in arrear to the Rangers.

" I am, &c..
"General Schuyler."

Ordered, That a copy thereof be signed by the Vice
Pre~ident and transmitted.

Wednesday morning, December 11th, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: ]}latthew Cantine, Esq., Chairman.

Mr. Duane, Mr. Dunscomb, MI'. Rutgers, General Scott,
lVIr.Jay, Mr. Harper, Mr. Roosevelt-NEw-¥ aRK.

Mr. Abraham Yates, :Mr. Adgate-ALBANY.
Mr. Cantine, Colonel De Witt, Mr. Tappen, Mr. Ray-

ULSTER.
lVIr.Smith, Mr. Miller-SuFFoLK.
Mr. R. R. Livingston-DuTcHESS.
lVIr. Wisner-ORANGE.
lVIajor Lockwood, Mr. Morris, General Morris-WEsT-

CHESTER.
Mr. Moore, Mr. Harper, Mr. Newkirk-TRYON.
Mr. Webster, Colonel Williams-CHARLOTTE.
Mr. Sessions-CuMBERLAND.

Mr: Wisner informed the House that two of the Members
of Orange County, to wit: Doctor Outwater and Colonel
Sherwood (as has been reported) have signified their inten-
tion of not attending the business of this House any longer
as members of said County.

Ordered, That a Letter be written to the Chairman of
the County of Orange, directing him to request the attend-
ance of the southern Members of that County, or assign
reasons for their non-attendance.

A Letter from General Heath, dated yesterday, inform-
ing the Convention of a Flag being come up with the Rev~
Mr. Inglis and Mr. Moore, accompanying a number of
Letters to persons about the country, was read. A list of
Letters above referred to, is as follows,'to wit:

A Letter from the Rev. Charles Inglis, dated 8th Decem-
ber, directed to Messrs. Duane and R. R. Livingston, so-
liciting a Permit for his wife and family to remove to New-
York, with such parts of his furniture, books, and papers, as
are at New- Windsor.

A Card from Mr. Elliot to Mr. Duane, dated 6th De-
cember, requesting permission for his son-in-law, ;James
Jauncey, Jun., with his wife and servants, to return from
]}Iiddletown, in Connecticut, to New-York.

A similar Card, of same date, to Mr. Jay, making the
same request.

A Letter from Jacob Watson, dated 4th 12 mo., directed
to Daniel Terboss, respecting the sale of Salt and purchase
of Flaxseed.

A like Letter, of same date and for the like purpose, to
Daniel Birdsall.

A long Letter from John Moore, dated 9th December, to
Pierre Van Cortlandt, requesting the return of his wife.

A Letter from Phil. J. Livingston to James Duane, Esq.,
John Jay, and others, requesting his wife and family.

A Letter from Phil. Livingston, Esq., dated Pensacola,
January 1, 1776, to John Paterson, Collector of Phila-
delphia. .

A Letter from Jane Knox to Captain Fred. Hunt, and
another to Captain Piemart, requesting her goods.

A Letter from Governour Tryon to William Smith, dated
4th December.
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A Lettpr from 1\1rs.Plenderleath to William Smith, Esq.
A Lett!'r from same to Mrs. Smith.
A Letter from H. W. to William Smith, Esq., dated 25th

April.
A Letter from Mrs. Plenderleath to her mother.
A Letter from J. Plenderleath to William Smith, Esq.,

dated .~5th Apl'il.

A further set of Resolutions relative to General George
Clinton and the Militia,ordered out yesterday, was read and
agreed to, as follows, to wit:

Resolved, That the Militia of Orange and Ulster Coun-
ties ordered to be raised by the Resolution of the Conven-
tion of this State, passed the 9th day of December instant,
do not march further south than Haverstraw, or west than
Ringwood, til1 the further orders of thi:>Conven.tion.

Resolved, That Colonel Malcolm, with tbe Militia under
his command, be annexed to General George Clinton's
Brigade.

Resolved, That a copy of the above Resolutions be im-
mediately transmitted to General George Clinton.

A Letter from Major-General Heath being read, inform-
ing the Convention that he was ordered to go over, with his
Division, to the west side of Hudson River, by which the
Defiles in the Highlands will be exposed.

The same being taken into consideration,
Resolved, That the safety of this State and the general

interest of America require that the Defiles in the High-
lands, on both sides of Hudson River, should be carefully
and strongly guarded.
.

Resolved, That a Letter be written to his Excellency
General Wasltington, enclosing the Resolutions passed on
Monday last, stating the dangers attending the leaving the
Passes tbrough tbe Highlands unguarded, and requesting
that the order for General Heath's Division to march may
be countermanded.

Resolved, That the said Letter go by Express, who shaH
be, and hereby is, emtJowered to impress Horses every ten
miles, and to ride night and day, both going and returning.

ResQlved, That if the ExpressshaHgo and return in less
than six days, that he shall be paid three Pounds per day,
over and above his wages, for every day short of that time
in whicb be shall perform the same; that is, if he shaH per-
form the same in five days, he shall receive three Pounds;
if in four days, six Pounds. '

A draft of a Letter to General Washington was read and
agreed to, in the words following, to wit:

"
Fishkill, 11th December, 1776.

"SIR: I am directed by the Convention of the State of
New- York to transmit to your Excellency the enclosed
resolves, by which it will appear that we have made every
exertion in favour of our sister States which our present
situation will admit. But we are extremely sorry to find,
by a letter received lasJ night from General Heath, that he
is ordered over to the western shore, by means of which the
most important passes in America will be left unguarded,
though within a short distance of the Army. Your Excel-
lency must be fully satisfied, that though tbey, by marching
through the flat country, may distress the inhabitants, yet
that that measure will be productive of nothing decisive;
whereas the fate of this country will probably depend upon
their occupying tbe State of New- York, which is now in a
great measure abandoned to them. 'Ve must therefore
take the liberty to entreat your Excellency to countermand
an order which, in our humble opinion, is putting every
thing to the hazard, and leave the northeastern parts of
New-Jersey to be strengthened in the way proposed by the
within resolutions. If your ExceHency should not be in-
clined to grant this request, we must beg to be favoured
with an immediate answer, that we may not, by suffering
our Militia to march, leave this State entirely defenceless,
and thus abandon, with ourselYes,the cause of America.

" Your Excellency will pardon the freedom with which
we write. Our sanguine hopes of creating a very consider-
able diversion by the means pointed out in the enclosed
resolves, without endangering the safety of this State, are,
by the orders to General Heath, entirely vanished.

"I have the honour, &c.
" His Exce1lency General Washington."

Ordered; That a copy thereof be si<rned by the Chair-
man ;md transmitted.

0

FIFTIl SEIUES.- YOL.III.

Ordered, Tbat the several Letters f01l0wing,to wit: a
Letter from Governour Tryon to William Smith, Esq.; a
Letter from Mrs. Plenderleath to the same; a Letter from
the same person to Mrs. Smith; a Letter from H. W. to
William Smith, Esq.; a Letter from Mrs. Plenderleath to
Mrs. Smith; a Letter from the same person to William Smith,
Esq. ; and a Letter from the same person to Miss Elizabeth
Smith, which were sent severally open, but enclosed together,
be enclosed, sealed up, and certified by the President to
have been sealed up in Convention, without having been
perused; also, tbat the Letter from John Moore to his wife,
and the Letter from Mrs. Verplank to her husband, be in
like manner enclosed, sealed up, and certified; and that all
the said Letters be sent to the respective persons to whom
they were written.

Several Letters which were sent up to this Convention
by Major-General Heath, as having been conveyed to him
by a flag of truce, for the purpose of procuring liberty for
sundry persons to go, with their effects, to the City of New-
York, being read,

Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Roosevelt, Mr.
Yates, and General ScQtt, to take the said Letters.

Also, a Letter from James Jauncey, Jun., and a Memo-
rial of Frederick Phillipse, being read, was referred to the
same Committee; as also the case of Lady Johnson; and
that the said Committee report on the matters aforesaitJ
with all convenient speed.

Mr. R.0bert R. Livingston inforl~~d the Convention th~t
he was mformed by Abraham Ltvmgston, son of Phibp
Livingston, Esq., that his said fatber had directed him to
inform the Convention that in Gonsequence of his long
absence from his family, he will be under the necessity of
leaving the Congress for the purpose of visiting his family
at Esopus.

Resolved, That General Morris be directed to repair to
Philadelphia, and take his seat in General Congress, in
order that Philip Livingston, Esq., may be enabled to visit
his family.

Mr. R. R. Livingston delivered in the Report on Samuel
Tudor's Letter relative to De Grushe; which was read and
agreed to, as [oHows,viz:

"The Committee to whom was referred a Letter from
Samuel Tudor of the 9th instant, humbly report the fol-
lowing Letter and Resolution:

"SIR: The Convention have received yours of the 9th
instant. They approve of your proposal to appoint Mr.
De Grushe to do the business you mention, and have accord-
ingly directed him to repair to Poughkeepsie for that pur-
pose. You will be pleased to hire Mr. Ivers's tools on the
most favourable terms in your power. The Convention
would have you to proceed with all possible despatch in
making the gun-carriages. You cannot be at a loss for tbe
measure of the guns, since it will Jay with you to give the
necessary directions for making them.

"Mr. Rutgers declines havingany agency in fitting out
the ships; nor do we conceive that any other agent is neces-
sary than those already employed, as the business is by no
means so extensive as it was. You may agree with Mr.
Hendricks to visit the stores once a day.

"We again repeat to you tbat it is essentiaHy necessary
for the security of the State that the ships be fitted for ser-
vice by the spring.

"The Convention wish to know why the cables and an-
chors ordered to General Clinton have not yet been sent.

"Resolved, That Mr. De Queshe be directed to repair to
Poughkeepsie, to assist in preparing the rigging of the Con-
tinental ships at that place, and that he be allowed the same
wagesas Mr. Ivers.

"
Yours, &c.

"Captain Samuel Tudor."

Ordered, That a copy thereof be signed by the Chairman
and transmitted.

Ordered, That Mr. Robert Harper, Mr. William Harper,
Major Lockwood, and Mr. Wisner, be a Committee for the
purpose of furnishing General George Clinton with Ammu-
nition, and other necessaries, for the use of his Brigade.

Mr. Wisner moved and was seconded, for the foJlowing
Resolutions:

Q4
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Resolved, That such of the Deputies of this State as, by
reason of the enemy's progress, cannot have access to the
Committees of their respective Counties, be authorized and
empowered, and they are hereby authorized and empowered,
to draw upon and receive from the Treasurer of this State
such sums of money as have been severally allowed to the
Representatives of this State, for their attendance in the
Convention of the same, and the Treasurer take receipts for,
and place such sums to the debits of such Counties whose
members shall receive the same.

Ordered, That the subject-matter of the said motion be
referred to Mr. Moore, Colonel Williams, Mr. Adgate, and
Mr. Ray.

A Certificate, signed by General James Clinton and
others, certifying the manner in which the Chain intended to
obstruct Hudson's River broke, from which it appears the
fault is not in the smith's work, was referred to the Com-
mittee formerly appointed to examine and fix the Chain.

Thursday morning, December 12th, 1776.

The Convention met.
Present: Matthew Cantine, Esq., Chairman.

Mr. Rutgers, Mr. Duane, Mr. Dunscomb-NEw-YoRK.
Mr. Abraham Yates, Mr. Adgate-ALBANY.
Mr. Smith, Mr. Miller-SuFFoLK.
Colonel De Witt, Major Tappen, Mr. Cantine, Mr. Rhea-

UJ.STER.
Mr. Wisner, Mr. Little-ORANGE.
Major Landon, Mr. G. Livingston-DuTcHESS.
Major Lockwood, General Morris-WEsTCHESTER.
Mr. Moore, Mr. Harper, Mr. Newkirk-TRyoN.
Mr. Webster-CHARLOTTE.
Mr. Sessions-CuMBERLAND.

Resolved, That Major Terboss be and is hereby appointed
to receive and take charge of and preserve all such Hides
as shall from time to time be sent to Fishkill Landing by
Stephen Ward, Esq., Agent for the pnrpose of purchasing
Hides; and that Mr. Isaac Van Wyck be and he is hereby
appointed to receive, take charge of, and preserve all such
Hides as Mr. Ward shall from time to time send to Fish-
kill by land; and that Major Terboss and Mr. Van Wyck
shall be allowed a reasonable compensation for their trouble
and expense in executing this Resolution.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State advance to
Stephen Ward, Esq., the sum of £600, on account of Hides
by him purchased for the use of this State.

The Petition of the General Committee of Westchester
County, praying for relief; that Rogers, with his Rangers,
may be drove off, &c., was read and filed.

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Mr. R.
R. Livingston, Major Lockwood, General Morris, and Mr.
Morris.

The Committee appointed to credit the Pay-Rolls of
Tryon County Rangers, delivered in their Report; which
was read, amended, and agreed to.

Mr. Yates, the Chairman of the Government Committee,
gave notice that the said Committee will report this day
eight days.

Mr. Yates requested that Mr. McKesson be directed to
attend the Committee to copy said Report.

Mr. Wisner informed the House that it has been repre-
sented to him that Colonel Blackwell and Major Jonatlwn
Lawrence, Members of the Convention of this State for
the County of Queen's, are willingto give their attendance,
if this House will receive them, notwithstanding the said
County is in possession of the enemy:

Ordered, That the Secretary write Letters to these gen-
tlemen, requesting their attendance as Members for the said
County.

The Committee to whom was referred the Petition of the
General Committee of Westchester County, read this day,
reported the draft of a Letter to General George Clinton;
which was approved of, and is in the words following, viz:

"SIR: The Convention, on the application of the inhab-
itants of Westchester County, who complain of inroads made
upon them by a party of Rangers under the command of
Major Rodgers, have come to a resolution to despatch
Colonels lJ1alcom and Thomas, with their regiments, who

will be joined by some of the Militia of Westchester County,
and three companies of Rangers, in order to fall upon the
troops of the enemy, and remove the stock and grain from
the said Coullty. You will be pleased, therefore, imme-
diately to give the necessary orders.

" I am, sir, &c.
"To Brigadier-General George Clinton."

Ordered, Tbat a copy thereof be signed by the Chair-
man, and transmitted. .

Resolved, That this Convention will allow unto Samuel
Loudon, for printing and publishing in a weekly newspaper
such acts and publications as they, or this Convention, or
future Legislature of this State, shall direct, and which shaH
fall within the compass of such newspaper, after the rate of
£200 per annum, in quarterly payments; and that the first
quarterly payment commence and be advanced to him on
his publishing his first newspaper; and that salary be pay-
able by warrants drawn by the President of the Convention,
and to be continued for one year, provided the iiaid paper
shall so long be regularly published.

The Committee to whom the Certificate of General James
Clinton and others, relative to the Chain, which was
received and read yesterday, was referred, delivered in their
Report; which was read and approved.

Thereupon, Resolved, That the Committee to obstruct
the navigation of the Hudson River be directed to pay the
Blacksmiths who made the Chain which was lately drawn
across the said river, according to their agreement with
them.

Resolved, That the Chairman of this Committee write
a Letter to Colonel Henry B. LI:vingston, requesting him,
that if it shall be consistent with hIs instructions from his
Excellency General Washington, he immediately repair with
his troops under his command to tbis State, in order to oppose
the ravages of the enemy in the County of Westchester.

A draft of a Letter to Colonel Livingston was read and
approved of, and is in the words following, viz:

"[Secret.] Fishkill, 11th Decemher, 1776.
"SIR: It is apprehended that a successful attack may be

made against such of the enemy principally, if not solely,
consisting of Rogers's Rangers, as are now ravaging without
restraint or remorse the suffering inhabitants of the County
of Westchester. I am therefore directed to request you, if
it is in any way consistent with your instructions £1'omhis
Excellency General Washington, immediately to repair to
this State with the troops under your command, in order to
cooperate with the forces which are imbodying for this
expedition. I need not add, that no time is to be lost, as the
operations of the enemy in New-Jersey give a favourable
opening for a sudden and vigorous enterprise, which we
have no reason to expect will be of long continuance.

"I am, sit., your most obedient, humble servant.
" By order, &c."

Ordered, That a copy thereof be signed by the Chair-
man, and transmitted.

Ordered, That Mr. Moore and Mr. Little be added to
the Committee appointed on the 12th ultimo for taking care
of the Poor in this State.

An account of Rations furnished to the Prisoners of War
lately stationed at Poundridge, amounting to one hundred
and seven Dollars and thirty-four-ninetieths of a Dollar, com-
puted at eight-ninetieths of a Dollar per ration, was read.
Thereto is annexed a charD'eof thirteen Dollars and four-
ninetieths for taking care of Jeremiah Reerdor and Casar
Freeman, and of two Dollars aITdtwenty-two-ninetieths for
Medicine alld attendance by Doctor Benjamin Miller;
which last charD'es,for takinD'care of the sick and for medi-
cines, the Secr~taries of th~ Convention alleged they, as
Commissaries, are not authorized to discharge without the
order of this Committee of Safety.

Ordered, That the Secretaries, or anyone of them, dis-
charge the said account forMedicine and attendance, at the
same time that they discharge the account of Rations, and
charge the same in and witb the said account.

Major Lockwood informed the Committee of Safety that
he had paid three Dollars to the Messenger he sent lately
with intelligence to this Committee.

Ordered, That Mr. lJ'IcKesson,one of the Secretaries,
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pay the said three Dollars to Major Lockwood, and charge
the same to this Committee.

The Covenant of the Convention of the New-Hampshire
Grants, held at Dorset on the 25th of September last, was
read.

Extracts from the Minutes of the said Convention held at
Dorset, were also read.

Ordered, That they be committed to the Committee to
whom was referred the Letter from the Committee of Cltm-
berland County, dated the 21st day of July last.

And on request of Mr. Dltane and the Members of Cum-
berland,

Ordered, That they be and are hereby discharged from
that Committee; but that on request, they atteud the said
Committee to give them information of the temper of the
inhabitants of Charlotte, Cumberland, and Gloucester Coun-
ties, or any other matter proposed to the gentlemen dis-
charged from the Committee.

Friday morning, December 13th, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Matthew Cantine, Esq., Cbairman.

Mr. Dltane, Mr. Dltnscomb, Mr. Rutgers, Mr. Roosevelt,
General Scott, Mr. Rob't Harper-For NEW-YORK.

Mr. Adgate, Mr. Abraham Yates-ALBANY.
Mr. Smith, Mr. Miller-SuFFoLK.
Colonel De Witt, Mr. Cantine, Mr. Tappen, Mr. Ray, Gen-

eral George Clinton-ULsTER.
Mr. Landon, Mr. R. R. Livingston, Mr. G. Livingston-

DUTCHESS.

Mr. Little, Mr. Wisner-ORANGE.
Colonel Drake, Major Lockwood, Mr. ~Morris, General Mor-

ris- W I::STCHESTER.
Mr. Moore, Mr. Newkirk, Mr. Harper-TRyoN.
Colonel Williams, Mr. Webster, Mr. Dlter-CH_mLoTTE.
Mr. Sessions-CuMBERLAND.

Mr. Dlter, one of the Committee appointed on the
instant, to go to New-Windsor and concert measures with
General George Clinton relative to calling out the Militia
of Orange and Ulster Counties to join General Gates or
General Lee, reported a Letter which he had wrote to Gen-
eral Gates. The said Letter is dated at Dolson's Tavern,
December 9th, and is as follows, viz:

" SIR: Since the resolutions which are referred to and
enclosed in the above letter were agreed to, General Clinton
and myself were requested by the Committee to proceed to
Goshen, where we understood you were expected this

, in order to know the routes which the troops under
your command propose taking, and confer with you on other
matters which are the object of these resolutions. I am
sorry we are not fortunate enough to meet with you, but
from the intelligence we have received from your Aid-de-
Camp, Major Pierce, and from the route General Lee has

taken through , we find that the intention of
both your armies is to join General Washington, and not to
form a separate army, in order to fall on the enemy's rear.
In compliance therefore with his orders, General Clinton
will be under the necessity of conforming himself to the
object specified in the resolution marked No.7, unless he
should learn from General Lee or yourself that YOllrinten-
tions are to form another army on the rear of the enemy.

" For this purpose he desires me to inform you that he
will immediately order his troops to rendezvous at the place
called the City, near , in Orange County, at
the parting of the roads which lead to Tappan and Pyramus,
when he will be ready to obey your orders as far as they are
consistent with the object of the enclosed resolutions. The
force he will have with him will consist of about fifteen hun-
dred men.

"By the latest account we hear that General Washington
is daily receiving strong reinforcements from the Militia of
Jersey and Pennsylvania; in consequenceof which he may
probably be induced to form an army for the purpose of
hanging on the enemy in rear. he made acquainted
with the measures pursued by the Convention of the State
of New- York.

"I have therefore to request the favour of you to have
copies of the Committee's letter to you, of tbe enclosed
resolutions, transmitted immediately by express to his Ex-
cellency General Washington and to Major-General Lee, in
order that they may pursue such measures as they shall
judge best calculated for the general good.

"I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient humble
servant,

" W]II.DUER.

" Major-General Gates.
"Dolson's Tavern, December !Jlh, 1776-ten o'clock at night."

Tbe Resolutions of yesterday, relative to the Westchester
expedition, after some time spent tbereon, were recommitted
to the same Committee, and to General Scott and Colonel
Drake.

Ge.neral George Clinton informed the Committee that
General Schuyler-has, by letter, informed him that he had
directed the Committee of Albany to forward Timber,
Boards, and Tar, for the obstruction of Hudson River. The
Committee are further well informed, that Logs sufficient
for that purpose are easily obtained near the place of obstruc-
tion, and, from experiments already made, at a much cheaper
rate than they can be procured from Albany, and perhaps
cheaper than even the transportation from thence.

Ordered, That a Letter be written to Major-General
Schuyler, requesting him to countermand procJring the LaO's
he has ordered, but to direct the Boards and Tar to be
forwarded.

Whereas Arms are necessary to-be lent to the ordered
into present service-

[The remainder of the Proceedings are wanting.]'

PETITIONS, RESOLVES, AND ORDERS IN COUNCIL, OF
MASSACHUSETTS.

PETITION OF THE SELECTMEN OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD.

To the honourable the Council and House of Representa-
tives of the State of the MASSA.CHUSETTS-BAY,N EW-
ENGLAND:

The Petition of the Selectmen of the Town of CONCORD,in
behalf of said Town, humbly showeth:

That whereas, in the month of December, 1775, the hon-
ourable House of Representatives resolved to recommend to
the town of Concord to send daily to tbe camp at Cam-
bridge three cords of wood for the use of the Continental-Army, and appointed a Committee to see the execution
thereof; said Committee writing to us as Selectmen of said
town, in the most pressing terms possible, setting forth the
distresses that mllst and would eJlsue on our not exerting
ourselves in that business, we thereupon endeavoured to
the utmost of our power to comply with the said resolve,
but could not, by reason that we in the town of Concord
living at such a distance from the place the wood was

destined to, the greater part of our wood in said town beinO'
eighteen or twenty miles from the camp, and at that tim~
extreme bad travelling, that our people thought it very hard
they must be obliged to cart their wood so far in such ex-
treme weather and travelling, and have (as was the price the
publick then gave) but twelve shillings half cord, beiug then
reputed a sufficient load for a team of three or four good
cattle. We therefore immediately called the town together,
to see what fl1l'thermethod the town would take to provide
the Army with wood, as requested by said Committee.
The town, when assembled, not considering their own par-
ticular profits, but the safety and welfare of th? country,
granted to all those who would exert themselves m convey-
ing wood to the camp at Cambridge or Winter-Hill for the
use of the Army, twelve shillings per cord over and above
that was given by the Continent for wood, for six weeks
then next to come from the 6rst of January last, each man
to produce a certificate from the Commissary of the number
of feet in each load he should so carry; which was complied
with.

The number of cords thus conveyed to Cambridge and
Winter-Hill by the inhabitants of said town of Concord
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within said space of time, as appeared by said certificates,
was two hundred and nine cords two feet and a half, which
amounts, at twelve shillings per cord, to one hundred and
twenty-five pounds eleven shillings and nine pence, for which
the town of Concord has been assessed.

We therefore, your petitioners, in hehalf of said town of
Concord, humbly pmy your Honours to take the ahove just
relation intO your wise and impartial consideration; and, if it
can be judged reasonable and equitable, to refund to the town
of Concord the above-mentioned sums of money they thus
expended for the publick good, or any part thereof, as you in
your great wisdom shall see meet.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.
By order of the Selectmen:

EPH'M WOOD, Jun., Town-Clerk.
Concord, October the 8th, 1776.

Please to pay to Captain Joseph Hosmer the sum allowed,
and you will oblige your humble servants.

By order of the Selectmen:
EPH'H WOOD,Jun., Town-Clerk.

Concord, October the 9th, 1776.

To the Selectmen of CONCORD:
GENTLEMEN: The House of Representatives have re-

solved that it be recommended to your town to send daily
to the camp at Cambridge three cords of wood, and have
appointed a Committee to see that this resolve be fully
executed. We therefore eamestly request that YOLIwill LIse
your utmost endeavours that this resolve be complied with
by your town, and if there be any deficiency, that YOLlgive
immediate notice thereof to Mr. Devens, Chairman of the
Committee of this Court for supplying wood, &c., at
Watertown.

Your own safety and the welfare of your country depend
on your exertions in this business. The distresses that would
ensue to this country from a failure we will not attempt to
delineate; they are beyond description; in short, we are
undone!

SAMUELPmLLIPs,
Per Qrder of the Commitiee.

PETITION OF JOHN CLARK.

To the honourable Council and House of Representatives
of the State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,in General Court
assembled, OCTOBER,1776:

The Petition of JOHNCLARK, of Hadley, in said State,
humbly showeth:

That your,petitioner, being in the service of the United
States, and having risked his all in their defence against their
cruel and unnatural enemies, marched under the command
of (now) Brigadier-General Arnold, amidst great fatigues
and many hardships, through the wildernessto Quebeck,
where, on the 31st day of December last past, he was (with
others) taken prisoner in an attempt to storm the city, under
the command of the late brave General Montgomery, by
which means he had tbe misfortune to lose a gun (called

" King's Arms") with a bayonet, valued at twelve dollars,
and a new scarlet coat, valued at eight dollars, and a beaver
hat, about half worn, valued at two and half dollars, besides
many otber articles not here mentioned. Your petitioner,
therefore, prays allowance may be mad!::him for the abovE!
articles, and that such measures may be taken for his relief
as by your Honours shall be judged best.

And as in duty bound, shall ever pray.
JOHN CLARK.

HAMPSHIREss., HADLEY, October 9, 1776:
Then Lieutenant John Clark made oath to the declara-

tion above written, and that he lost the articles therein
mentioned.

Test: E. PORTER,Justice Peace.

PETITION OF WILLIAM FOSTER AND CHARI.ES SIGOURNEY.

State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

To the honourable the Council of said State, the Petition
of WILLIAMFOSTER and CHARLES SIGOURNEY,in behalf
of themselves and the Owners of the armed Sloop OLIVER
CROMWELL,humbly shows:
That they have, at a great expense and trouble, been

preparing said slQop for a cruise against the enemies of the

States of America in general, but more particularJy against
a large fleet of transports expecterl daily upon the American
coast from Cork; but for want of a few small carriage-~uns,
which they are not able at present to purchase, their attempts
will be much retarded, if not altogether frustrated.

Encouraged by that indulgence which this honour-able
Council has ever shown to the smallest efforts of illdividllals
against the common enemy, your petitioners humbly pray
that your Honours would grant them the loan of, or sell them,
for the purposes aforesaid, four three-pound cannon, taken
in the armed schooner Diligent, and now lying on the Long
Wharf in Boston, on such terms and conditions as to your
Honours may seem fit.

And your petitioners, as in duty bOllnd, shall ever pray.
CHARLES SIGOURNEY,
WILLIAM FOhTER.

IN COUNCIL,October 9, 1776: Read and spnt down.
JOHNAVERY,Deputy Secretary.

The Committee on the within Petition beg leave to
report, as their opinion, that the guns petitioned for are not
the property of this State, and that the petitioners have
liberty to withdraw their Petition.

SAMUEL WHITTEMORE, per order.

PETITION OF COMMITTEE OF NEWBURYPORT.

In Committee of Correspondence, Inspection, and Safety, (
Newburyport, 3d October, 1776. 5

To the honourable the Council of the State of the,l\hsSA-
CHUSETTS-BAY:

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS: The bearer, Captain
George Evans, in the brigantine Necessity, was sent into
this port the 27th ultimo by the privateer Hancock, Captain
Wingate, Newman, of Philadelphia. The owners of the
privateer have discharged Captain Evans and his brigantine.
He wasboundfromBermudas toLiverpool, in Nova-Scotia,
loaded with two thousand bushels of salt, five hogsheads of
molasses, and twenty barrels of limes; he was from thence
to carry lumber, masts, &;c., to Bermuda. His vessel, by
the register, appears to have been condemned in an Ad-
miralty Court at Bermuda last March, and is here reported
to belongto Mr. Be1Jeridge, of Philadelphia. Now we beg
your Honours' direction whether said Captain Evans shall
here unload and sell his cargo, and whether he shall be
permitted afterwards to load with any thing that may be
shipped from hence to foreign parts; also, whether your
Honours think it proper Mr. Beveridge'should be informed
of the vessel's being here brought in, and whether you wiII
order your Secretary to give this information, or leave it to
this Committee to do. Your answer by the return of Cap-
tain Evans will be punctually attended to, by your Honours'
very obedient servant.

In behalf and per order of the Committee,
JACOBBOARDMAN,Chairman P. T.

IN COUNCIL,October 8, 1776.-Read, and thereupon
Ordered, That Be,ifamin Austin and Henry Gardner, Esqs.,
be a Committee to take the above Petition into consideration,
and report.

JOHNAVERY,Deputy Secretary.

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition of the
Committee of Correspondence, Inspection and Safety of
Newburyport, respecting the Brigantine Necessity, Captain
Evans, have considered the same, and beg leave to report:

State of Massachusetts-Bay, Council Chamber, (
October 9th, 1776. 5

Ordered, That Captain George Evans, of the Brigantine
Necessity, of the Island of Bermuda, sent into Newburyport
by the Privateer Brigantine Hancock, Captain Wingate
Newman, of Philadelphia, be and he, the said Evans, is
hereby permitted to dispose of his cargo of Salt, Molasses, .
and Limes, in this State, (the owners of the said privateer
having discharged her,) and that the said Evans be allowed
to load the said Brigantine Necessity with such articles
within this State, and for such ports, as are not forbid by
any act or resolve of the honourable Congress or this State.
And that the Committee of Safety, &;c., inform Mr. Bever-
idge of the resolve of this Board respecting the said Brig-
antine.
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ORDER TO THE COMMISSARY-GENERAf"

State of Massachusetts.Bay, Council Chamber, ~
October 9th, 1776. 5

Ordered, That the Commissary-General be and he hereby
is directed to send by water to Salf-m, to the Honourable
Richard Derby, Jun., Esq., ten bolts Duck and one four-
pounder Cannon, for the use of the armed Brigantine Alas-
sachusetts, Daniel Souther commander.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

ORDER TO TfMOTHY PARSONS.

IN COUNCIL,October 9th, 1776.-Whereas the Prize
lately takyn by Captain Souther, commander of the Brigan-
tine Massachusetts, was sent into Townsend, and has since
been taken possession of by Mr. Timothy Parsons, Agent
for the Eastern District, and by him removed from theoce to
Wiscasset, and there at present detained, which the captors
apprehend may be very detrimental to their interest:

It is therefore Ordered, That Mr. Timothy Parsons,
Agent for the Eastern District, be and hereby is directed to
deliver the said Prize to Captain Souther, or to his order,
to convey her to such port in this State as said Souther may
think will be most conducive to the interest of all con-
cerned.

PETITION OF ADAM HELME.

To the honourable Council for the State of MASSACHUSETTS-
BAY:

ADAM HELME, in behalf of ADAMBABCOCK,Esquire,
humbly shQweth:

.

That the said Babcock is now loading a brigantine at
Dartmouth, in the State aforesaid, by order and on account
of Congress, as by contract r11aybe seen; which brigantine
it is thought necessary to arm in some degree. Your Hon-
ours are therefore requested to dispose of (to the said Bab-
cock) for the purpose aforesaid, a pair of small cannon, three-
pounders, belonging to this State, which are now at Dart-
mouth aforesaid, and entirely useless at present. And, as
in duty bound, will ever pray, &c.

ADAM HELME.
Watertown, October 9,1776.

As the honourable Council, with respect to the above
cannon, I would propose to their Honours the depositing in
the handsof Mr. Leonard Jarvis, of Dartmouth, (in whose
care they wereleCt by Thomas Durfey, Esquire,) a pair of
larger cannon, (sij.:.pounders,) as security for the above
three-pounders untiTtheir Honours shall think 'proper to re-
ceive pay for them, or until Mr. Babcock can replace them
with a pair of the same size. ADAMHEf,ME.

ORDER FOR DELIVERING CANNON TO ADAM HELME.

State of Massachusetts-Bay, Council Chamber, ~
,

October 9, 1776. 5
It being represented to this Board that this State have

tW9 Cannon, three-pounders, at Dartmouth, which Adam
.
Helme has petitioned may be disposed of to him, or will
leave two other Cannon, six-pounders, in the room thereof
until he shall replace the two three-pounders:

Ordered, That Mr. Leonard Jarvis (or such persons
under whose care the said Cannon are placed) be desired to
deliver Mr. Adam Helme the two Cannon, three-pounders,
on his delivering the two Cannon, six-pounders, provided
they are sound; the two Cannon so left to be subject to the
orders and use of this State till the other two Cannon are
returned, or paid for, at the option of this Board.

PETITION OF CHARLES SIGOURNEY AND OTHERS. .

State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY :
To the honourable the Council now sitting in WATERTOWN:
The Petition of WILLIAM FOSTER, CHARLES SIGOURNEY,

WILLIAM MOLINEUx,JosHUA LORING, JACOB WILLIAMS,
MARTIN BICKER, RICHARD WALKER, and JOHN LANG-
DON, of BOSTON, humbly showeth:
That your petitioners, owners of the sloop called the

Oliver Cromwell, burthen about eighty tons, armed with ten
carriage ~uns, three and four pounders, ten swivels, five
hundred weight of powder with shot in proportion, navigated

by sixty men; has on board as provisions .twenty barrels
pork, twenty do. beef, and five thousand weight of bread.
Said sloop is designed to cruise against the enemies of these
United States.

The officers on board are as follows, viz: John Tiley,
Captain; Elisha Doan, Senior Lieutenant; David Brace,
Master.

Your petitioners would therefore humbly request your
Honours to commission the said sloop and commander for
the purpose above mentioned. And your petitioners, as in
duty bound, shall ever pray.

CHAS. SIGOURNEY,
In behalf of theconcemed.

BOHton, October 8th, 1776.

IN COUNCfL, October 9, 1776.-Read, and Ordered, That
a Commission be isslledout to the above-mentioned John
Tiley as commander of said Sloop, on his giving bonds.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

RESOLVE; FOR ALTERING THE ARMED SLOOP FREEDOM INTO

A BRIGANTINE.

Passed October 9, 1776.

Whereas the armed Sloop Freedom, Captain John Clous-
ton, belonging to this State, has had the misfortune to have
her mast split, and is thereby disabled from continuing on
her cruise, and is now in the harbour of Plymouth: And
whereas it will be much for the advantage of this State
that the said Sloop should be altered into a Brigantine;
and the masts, sails, and rigging of the Brigantioe Rising
Empire, belonging to this State, lately condemned, and now
in said harbour, are every way suitable for that purpose:

Ordered, That Ephraim Spooner, Esq., of Plymouth, be
desired, and is hereby empowered, in conjunction with Cap-
tain Clouston, to see tbat the masts, sails, and rigging
belonging to the Brigantine Rising Empire, be taken out
of her, and forthwith applied to equip the said Sloop as a
Brigantine, that sh.e may be able, as soon as possible, to
proceed on her cruise.

RESOLVE FOR THE DELIVERY OF POWDER TO CHARLES

SIGOURNEY.

Passed October 9, 1776.

On the Petition of Charles Sigourney, praying for per-
mission to purchase five hundred weight of Powder:

Resolved, That the Commissary-General be, and he is
hereby directed to deliver to Charles Sigourney, or order,
out of the Powder-Mill at Andover, four hundred pounds of
Gunpowder, he paying six shillings per pound for the same. .

RESOLVE PERMITTING JOAN BERNARD OLLIVE TO SAIL.

Passed October 9, 1776.

On the Petition of Joan Bernard Ollive, praying that this
Court would grant him permission to sail to the West-
Indies, &c.:

Resolved, That the prayer of the above Petition be
granted; and that the petitioner be permitted to sail with
his cargo of Lumber for the West-Indies; any law of this
State to the contrary notwithstanding.

RESOLVE PERMITTING ABRAHAM REDWOOD, ESQ., TO EXHIBIT

HIS CLAIM.

Passed October 9, 1776.

On the Petition of Henry Marchant, in behalf of Abra-
ham Redwood, Esq., praying that he may be allowed to
exhibit his claim for ten hogsheads of Sugar, &c.:

Resolved, That the prayer of the above Petition be
granted, and the petitioner be allowed to exhibit his claim
for said ten hogsheads of Sugar, at the said Superiour COllrt,
when and where the said appeal is now pending.

PETfTION OF TIMOTHY McDANIELL.

To the honourable the House of Representatives of the
State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

The .Memorial of TIMOTHY McDANIEL, of SCARBOROUGH,
humbly showeth:

.

That in the year of our Lord 1755 your memorialist
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went on board his Britannick Majesty's ship Mermaid,
Washington Shirley, Esq., commander, in the station of a
Midshipman; in the year 1756 went to England in her,
with bis Excellency Governour Shirley; from the Mermaid,
went on board the Monrnoutll,of sixty-four guns, with Cap-
tain Shirley, who being soon after superseded, your memo-
rialist was discbargedon board the Duke, of ninety guns,
Thomas Hanway, Esquire, commander; and fi.om her, on
board the Naman, of ninety guns, Peter Denis, Esquire,
commander; fromheron boardthe Royal George,Richard
Dorril, Esq., commander; and from thence on board the
Dorsetshire,Peter Denis, Esq., commanderj from thence
on board the Bellona, Peter Denis, Esq., commander. In
April, 1760, youI' memorialist passed an examination for a
Lieutenant of the Royal Navy, and in September, 1762, was
appointed by Peter Denis, Esquire, who 'was Commodore
and Commander-in-Chief of all his Majesty's ships and
vessels of war employed and to be employed in and about
Basque-Road, on the coast of France, commander of the
Fanny, armed tender, of six guns and forty-five hands, with
Lieutenant's pay of a first rate; and in November to the Duke-
of- York, armed cutter, of six carriage guns and fourteen
swivels, which he commanded till February, 1763, when, it
being peace, was paid off. Since the peace your memorialist
has commanded several vessels in the merchant service.

Your memorialist has been in several smart engagements,
particularly in that between SiloEdward Hawke and Con-
fians, and now begs leave to offer himself, jf agreeable, to
command somevesselin the AmericanNavy. Shouldyou,
honourable gentlemen, be pleased to appoint him to such a
trust, he hopes he shall be enabled so to act as not to be
altogether unworthy your confidence. Your memorialist
begs leave further to acquaint you, that ever since the com-
mencement of the unhappy contest between Great Britain
and America, his country has been pleased to repose some
trust in him, as he has been one of the Corresponding Com-
mittee of Scarborough ever since its first institution, and
was one of the Representatives of said town in County
Congress, and was appointed by the honourable the Pro-
vincial Congress, in April, 1775, one of the County Com-
mittee for Cumber/alld, and in February last was appointed
first Major in the Third Regiment of Militia in said County.
If your Honourswill condescend to consider that your memo-
rialist, out of true affectionate zeal for this his dear native
country, has (and that with pleasure) re]inquished all his
title to payor preferment in the Britislt Navy, it will, he
hopes, induce you, when convenient, to comply with his
humble memorial; and begs leave to subscribe himself, as
in duty bound, honourable gentlemen, your dutiful and obe-
dient servant,

TIMO. McDANIELL.

Watertown, October 10th, 1776.

These are to certify the honomable the principal Officers
and Commissioners of his Majesty's Navy, that Mr. Timothy
McDaniel served as rated Midsbipman on board his
Majesty's ship Duke, under my command, from the 4th day
of March, 1757, to the day of the date hereof, during which
time he behaved with diligence and sobriety, ever obedient
to command.

Given under my hand on board his Majesty's ship Duke,
in Ilamoza, July 31, 1757.

THO'S HANWAY.

PET[TION OF THOMAS JONES AND OTHERS.
State of the Massachusetts Bay, (

Newburyport, 8th October, 1776. 5
To the hono!lrable Council for the State of the MASSACHU-

SETTS-BAY;
,

The Memorial of THOMAS JONES, JOHN STICKNEY, and
JOSEPH MARQ.UAND, all of N F.WBURy-PORT, lI-Ierchants,
owners of the Privateer SchoQner called the WASHING-

TON, humbly showeth:
That whereas they have fitted out the said schooner

Wa$hin~ton, burthen about (ifty tons, with six carriage guns,
eight sWIvels and cohorns, two hundred weight of powder,
and balls answerable, navigated by forty men, with twenty
barrels of beef and pork, and twenty barrels of bread, for
a cruise against the enemies of the United States of Amer-
ica: Therefore, ~our memorialists humbly pray your Hon-
ours to commlSSlOnate Joseph ROUl commander of said

schooner Washington, for the purpose aforesaid. And your
petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

THOMAS JONES,,

JOHN STICKNEY,

JOSEPH MARQ.UAND.

IN COUNCIL, October 10th, 1776,-Read, and Ordered,
That a Commission be issued out to the above-named JO$eph
Rowe, as commander of said vessel,he complying with the
resolves of Congress.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF NATHANIEL FARLEY AND OTHERS.

State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY;

The honourable Council now sitting in WATERTOWN:
The Petition of NATHANIELFARLEY,BENJAMINWOOD,

JOHN HEARD, DANIEL GOODHUE, WILLIAM STOREY,
JACOB TREADWELl" of IpSWICH, humbly s/lOweth:
That your petitioners, owners of the schooner called the

Fair-Lady, burthen eig-hteen tons, armed with two carriage
guns, two-pounders, and two swivels, two wall-pieces, five
hundred weight powder, with ball in proportion, navigated by
fifteen men, has on board six barrels pork and beef, six bar-
rels bread. Said schooner is intended to cruise against tbe
enemies of these United States.

Officers on board are as follows, viz: Joseph Dennis,
Captain; John Gibson, Lieutenant; Benj'n Davis, Master.

Your petitioners would therefore humbly request your
Honours to commission said schooner and commander for
the purpose above-mentioned. And your petitioners, as in
duty bound, shall ever pray. J DOSEPH ENNIS,

In behalf of the owners.

IN COUNCIL, October] Oth, 1776.-Read, and Ordered,
That a Commission be issued out to the above-mentioned
Joseph Dennis, as commande,. of said Schooner, he com-
plying with resolves of Congress.

JOHN AVERY, Dtputy Secretary.

PETITION OF TRISTRAM DALTON AND STEPHEN HOOPER.

Stateof MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

Tlie honou1'able the Council now sitting in WATERTOWN:
The Petition ()fTRrSTRAM DALTONand STEPHEN HOOPER,

of NEWBURy-PORT, humbly showeth:
That your petitioners, owners of tb,ejJrigantine called the

Dalton, burthen one hundred and sIxii' tons, armed with
four six, fou(wen four, and four two-pound carriage, and
twenty swivels, fifteen hundred weight of powder, and four
tons of shot, navigated by one hundred and twenty men;
has on board, as provisions,one hundred and twemy butts
of water. Said brigantine is designed to cruise against the
enemies of these United States.

Your petitioners, therefore, would humbly request your
Honours to commission said brigantine and commander for
the purpose above mentioned. And your petitioners, as in
duty bound, shall ever pray.

Officers on board are as follows; EleazerJohnson,Cap-
tain; Anthony /(nap, First Lieutenant; John Buntin, Sec-
ond Lieutenant; Daniel Lunt, Master.

Newbury-Port, October 7,1776.

ELEAZER JOHNSON, Jr.,
In behalf of tbe owners.

IN CouNcrL, October 10th, J776.-Read, and Ordered,
That a Commission be issued out to the above-mentioned
Eleazer Johnson, as commander of said BrjO"antine, he com-
plying with the resolves of Congress. 0,

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF LAWRENCE R. CAMPBELL.

Council Chamber, October 10th, 1776.

Upon the Petition of Law. R. Campbell, a prisoner of war
in Concord Jail, praying for a release OJ' a hearing;

Resoh)ed, That the Petitioner be and he hereby is di-
rected to attend this Board on Tuesday next, at eleven
o'clock in tbe forenoon, to sbow cause, if any he have, why
the prayer of his Petition for a release sbould be granted; and
tbat the said Lawrence R. Campbell cause that Captain
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Geol"ge Kirnbal, Chairman of the Committee of Correspond-
ence of the town of Lunenbul"g, or some one of that Com-
mittee, be served with a copy of this Resolve, that he may
attend at the same time.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

IN COUNC[L, October 10, 1776.-0rde~ed, That the
Keeper of rhe Jail in Concord be and he hereby is directed
and required to cause Law. R. Campbell, now a prisoner of
war in Concord Jail, to appear at the Council Chamber in
Watatown on Tuesday next, at eleven o'clock beforenoon,
agreeable to a resolution of Council of this day, in answer to
the petition of said Lawrence R. Campbell.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

His Excellency GEORGE WASHINGTON,&-c., &-c., Sfc.:

SIR: Induced by the great characte~ of benevolence,
humanity, and polit.eness, which you are so generally allowed
to possess, and emboldened by my unhappy and cruel situ-
ation, confined to a common jail like the vilest criminal, have
I ventlll'ed to take this liberty.

I shall not trouble you with a detail of the transactions
between the Committee of Lunenburg (to which pJace I was
ordered on signing my parole) and me: the enclosed peti-
tion, which I sent about a month ago, on my arrival here,
to the General Council at Watertown, will inform you of the
nature of my crime. Allow me to mention one circum-
stance: after the inadvertent speech I made, the Committee
at Lunenburg ordered me before them, and was of opinion I
had broke lIlYparole by my speech, and sentenced me not to
exceed half a mile from my lodgings; but reconsidering the
matter some days after, liberated me to the full parole. I
had enjoyed that liberty ten days, when the order from the
Council came to confine me to Concord Jail.

I should be guilty of an act of injustice and ingratitude,
did I not inform you that this order was entirely unknown
to the Committee till it arrived, and have since the pleasure
to understand they have interested themsel ves to get me
liberated, but to no effect. As the Council has not been
pleased to pay the least attention to my case, I have been
ever since kept in a most cruel uncertainty. If on perusal
of my letter and petition, you think I merit any alleviation to
my distressed situation, I hope you will recommend it to be
done as soon as the state of affairs will permit.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your most
obedient and most humble servant,

LAw. R.. CAMPBELL, Captain 71st Regiment.
Concord Jail, 19th September, 1776.

I have such an opinion of the justice of the Committee at
;Lunenburg, that I can't doubt but they will Jay a. state of
this case, with all its circumstances, before you; when, I
make no doubt, you will view it in a more favourable light
than you do now. And as I am conscioU!~to myself that
I have during my abode at Lunenburg ~ever intentionally
departed from the engagement entered mto by my parole,
but, on the contrary, have at all times endeavoured to con-
duct in a manner tbe most unexceptionable, and ha\'e used
my influence with the other officers to obsef\'e the same
conduct, I am very desirous you would summons some of
the intelligent and disinterested inhabitants of tbat town
before you, that they may be inquired of touching these
matters.

As cruelty is not the characteristick of your Honours, and
I am confident you can have no disposition to increase my
misfortune, I must entreat you to order my release from this
place, or grant me the favour of a hearing at your honourable
Board, where I shall be willing, on condition of enlargement,
to make any concession becoming the gentleman,-other, I
am sure you will not require,-and enter into any further
engagement you may think proper.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your rnost obedient
humble servant, LAw. R. CAMPBELL.

Concord Jail, 28th August, 1776.

IN COUNCIL,August 30tb, 1716.-Read, and committed
to Jabez Fisher and John Taylor, Esq., to confer on the
subject-matter of the above Petition with Mr. George
Kimbal, Representative from Lunenburg.

JOHNAVERY,Deputy Secretary.

Whereas, by the Report of the Committee appointed to
hear Captain Campbell's Petition, it appears to this Board
that which breach of his parole occasioned an order
of this Board for his commitment to the Jail at Concord,
in the County of ltliddlese.'t: And whereas by the Report
of the Committee appointed to hear the said Campbell on
his Petition, it appears to this Board that what he said to the
above-mentioned Thomas Dodge was through inadvertencc,
aad with no design to injure the cause of the United States,
and that his conduct in other respects 'had been unexcep-
tionable :

Therefore, Ordered, That he, the said Campbell, be liber-
ated from the Jail at Concord, and proceed to Reading,
there to reside, and not go beyond the limits prescribed by
his parole; he paying all charges that have arisen in conse-
quence of the said commitment. And the Keeper of the
said Jail is hereby ordered to liberate him accordingly.

PETITION OF JOSIAH BATCHELDER, JUN.

To the honourable the Council of the State of MASSACHU- To the honourable Council of the State of the MASSACHU-
SETTS-BAY: SETTS-BAY:

MAY IT PLEASEYOUR HONOURS: In obedience to your The Petition of JOS[AH BATCHELDER, Jun., in behalf of
orders to the Committee of Lunenburg I have left that 1A~IES BROWN and NATHAN BROWN, of NOVA-SCOTIA,
place, and am now confined to Concord Jail; and as I am but late of IpSWICH in this State, humbly showeth:
by this measure made very unhappy, I must entreat your That the above-named James and Nathan Brown have
Honours' attention to my case. I flatter myself that upon resided at Yarmouth, in Nova-Scotia, for several years, and
examination thereof, you will not conceive such unfavour- are now desirous of returning, with their effects, to this
able sentiments of me, as I am sure you must have done State, where they formerly belonged. Therefore your peti-
when you passed the order for my imprisonment. tioner humbly prays your Honours to grant a protection to

I beg leave to observe to you, that a short time after my James and Nathan Brown to return, with their effects,
arrival in Lunenburg, in a familiar conversation with the unmolested, from Yarmouth, in Nova-Scotia, to Ipswich, in
man of the house where I lived, upon his saying he did not this State. And your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall
propose going into the Army, as near as I can recollect, I
told him I believedhe had better not, as it was my opinion

ever pray. JOSI. BATCHELDER,Jun.
Britain would beat the Colonies; or words to that effect. 'Vatertown, October10th, 1776.
But to no other person have I said any thing on this subject; IN COUNCIL, October 10th, 1776.-Read, and Ordered,
neither have I had the least inclination or desire so to do; That a similar Order to that given to Ebenezer Porter,
and at the time of this conversation I did not advert to its ..

Richard Valpey, and others, October 4th last, be granted
being against my paroJe, or had I the least intention of to the above-named James and Nathan Brown.
biasing the judgment of the person I spoke with, or of JOHN A VERY,Deputy Secretary.
injuring the cause of the United Colonies, but it rather pro-
ceeded from inattention than from any other cause; and as
it is the intention that constitutes the crime, I flatter myself
that with a representation of my fault, had there been men-
tioned the innocence of my intentions, which I declared to
the Committee of Lunenburg, that humanity which thi"
country so eminently possesses would have plead strongly in
my favour, and if it had not entirely released me, would at
least have pointed out a less rigorous punishment.

Yarmouth, Nova-Scotia, September the 28th, 1776.

Captain JOSIAH BATCHELDER:
~IR: We take leave now, at this difficult time, to write

these few lines to you, hoping they will find you and yours
in good health, as we are at this time; blessed be God for it.

Sir, we are informed you are one of the members of the
H6use of General Assembly of that Province; therefore
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we think best, with advice, to beg the favour of you which
we are'in need of; which is, a permit or protection from
being made a prize of by the American vessels of war in
ou.r coming up there with our families and wbat little we
can fetch with us. We don't suppose tbat a permit from
any authority below, that we used to call the General Court,
will be any protection. Mr. Robert Harskell advised us to
W'rite a petition and send up to you, to lay before the Con-
gress. Hut we thought we could not form one in any formal

manner; so we didn't; and we darsen't ask anyone here
to do it, lest we should be informed against at Halifax, and
they should get authority to stop what little we can fetch
away and us too. But if you think it best, and that it is
likely we can obtain one by a petition, and not without, we
pray that you will draw one for us in our names and behalf,
and we will pay you for it, and for all other trouble you
may be at in procuring it for us. Mr. Haskell says he will
use best endeavours to convey it to us, if you can get it for
liS. So no more at present; but we remain your most
humble servants and ever well-wishers.

JAMES BROWN,
NATHAN BROWN.

To Captain Josiah Batchelder, Jun., of Beverly.

ORDER TO THE SHERIFF OF 'rHE COUNTY OF BRISTOL.

State of MASSACHUSETTs-BAY:

The major part of the Council to the Sheriff of the County
of BRISTOT., greeting :

You are hereby directed and commanded to receive,
from the Committee of Correspondence, Safety, &c., of the
County of Plimouth, the bodies of Benjamin Marston and
Gideon White, refugees from Boston, and them, the said
Benjamin Marston and Gideon White, confine and keep in
Ibe common jail of tbe said County of Bristol till tbe
furtber order of the major part of the Council, or they be
otherwise discharged by due course of law.

Hereof fail not at your peril.
In tbe name and by order of the major part of the

Council.
Council Chamber, October ,1776.

BRISTOL SS.: DIGHTON, June ~4th, 1776:

To EZRA RIcmroND, ofDTGHTON, in the County ofBRls-
TOL, Esq., greeting:

You are hereby required to take under your care and
direction the prisoners lately committed to my custody by
order of the honourable Council of the Colony of tbe
Massachusetts-Bay, &c., duly observing tbe order of Coun-
cil relative thereto; and I do bereby require all Under-
Sberiffs, Deputies, and tbe good p-eoplewitbin my district,
to be aiding and assisting. to you in managing and safe-
keeping the same when tbereunto required.

Given under my hand, at Dighton, in the County of
Bristol aforesaid, the day and year above-mentioned.

SYLVESTER RICHMOND,
Sheriff of the County of BRISTOL.

SIR: The enclosed letter came under cover to the As-
sembly of this State, and by their direction I now forward it
to you. It is desired you would send yom answer tbrough
tbesame channel, that the Assembly may know the prisoners,
and, without loss of time, take proper measure to collect
them in some suitable place for the purpose of their being
exchanged.

In tbe name and per order of Council.
I am your humble servant, JOHN AVERY.

RESOLVE FOR THE DELIVERY OF POWDER TO JONATHAN

HOBBY.

Passed OctQber 10, 1776.

On the Petition of Jonathan Hobby praying for a supply
of Powder,

Resolved, That the Commissary-General be, and hereby
is directed to deliver to Jonathan Hobby, or order, from the
Powder-Mill at Andover, one hundred and fifty pounds of
Gunpowder, he paying six shillings per pound for the
same.

RESOLVE FOR PAYING SA?oIUELPHILLIPS, JUN., £2,800, TO
PAY FOR SALTPETRE.

Passed OctQber 10, 1776.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury
to Mr. Samuel Phillips, Jun., tbe sum of £2,800, to be
paid by him to Zebediah Abbot, to enable him to pay for
tbe Saltpetre received for this State; said Abbot to be ac-
countable to this Court for tbe same.

RESOLVE FOR PAYING WILLIAM FROST £228 8s. )!d.
Passed October 10, 1776.

Resolved, Tbat tbere be allowed and paid out of the
publick Treasury of this State to Mr. William Frost, the
sum <?f£228 8s. lid., in full dischargeof the account re-
ferred to in hisPetition.

ORDER TO COLONEL CRAFTS.

State of Massachusetts-Bay, Council Chamber, t
October 11, 1776. 5

Ordered, That Colonel Thomas Crafts be, and he hereby
is directed to securethe two Four-pounders now laying at
Plymouth, tbe property of this State, and have them safely
conveyed by water to Boston.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

To the honourable Coundlof the State of the MASSACHU-
SETTS-BAY:

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS: I would beg leave to
acquaint your Honours, that I am informed there are two
four-pounders now laying at Plymouth, the property of this
State. As it is not improbable they may be taken away,
thought it my duty to acquaint your Honours, tbat some
orders may be given to secure tbem.

I am, with the greatest respect, your Honours' most obe-
dient, bumble servant,

Watertown, October 11,1776.
T. CRAFTS,Col. Artinery.

RESOLV'E FOR THE DELIVERY OF FLOUR TO SAMUEL RU~SELL

GERRY.

P\lssed October 11, 1776.

Resolved, Tbat tbe Commissary-General of this State
be, and he hereby is directed to deliver to Samuel Russell
Gerry, Commissary for the sea-coast men, stationed at ft'lar-
blehead, thirty barrels of Flour, now 'lying at ltlarblehead,
for the useof the said sea-coast men; the saidSamuelRus-
sell Gerry giving his receipt for the same.

RESOLVE FOR SUPPLYING THE INHAB1TANTS OF MACHIAS

WITH CORN, &C.

Passed OctQber 11, 1776.

Resolved, Tbat tbere be paid out of the pubJick Treasury
of this State to David Gardner the sum of £ 170, for the
purcbase of Corn, Rye, Pork, and Molasses, &c., to be by
him delivered to the Committee of Correspondence, Safety,
and Inspection, for the township of ft'lachias, to be by them
distributed among the distressed inhabitants of said place, at
the prime cost and necessary charges, he taking tbeir note
for said Corn, in behalf of themselves and their constituents,
payable to the Treasurer of this State on or before the 18th
day of September, 1777; wbich note shall be delivered to
said Treasurer, and bis receipt for the same sbaH indemnify
said David Gardner from his receipt given the Treasurer
for said sum.

RESOLVE DISCHARGING SCHOONER DILIGENT, OFFICERS AND

MEN.

Passed October 11, 1776.

Resoh,ed, That the Honourable Richard Derby, Jun.,
Esq., be, and he is hereby directed to discharge tbe Schooner
Diligent from the service of this State, and take into bis
custody all the Cannon and all other stores that are on
board s.aid Schooner and are the property of this State; and
the said Honourable Richard Derby, Esq., is be,'eby further
directed to discharge Captain John Lambert, Commander
of said Schooner Diligent, together with the Officers and
Men under his command, from the service of this State.
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RESOLVE ON THE PETITION OF STEPHEN HALL AND PELEG

CROCKER.

Passed October 11, 1776.

On the' Petition of Stephen Hall and Peleg Crocker,
praying that their Sloop may be restored to them again:

Resolved, That the Petitioners serve the Selectmen and
Committee of Correspondence of Boothbay, or of any other
Town 01' Plantation in the. County of Lincoln, in whose
custody the Sloop Nancy, ]ately commanded by Peleg
Crocker, is or has been, with a copy of the order of this
Court, dated July 5th, 1776, for the release of said Sloop,
and also with a copy of the Petition upon which the said
order was grounded; and that the said Selectmen and Com-
mittee of Correspondence be, and they hereby are directed,
on the second wednesday of November next, to show cause,
if any they have, to this Court, why said order has not been
complied with.

RESOLVE FOR PAYING HON. SAMUEL ADAMS, ES~., £200.
Passed October 11, 1776.

Resolved, That th~ sum of £200 be paid out of the
publick Treasury to the Honourable Samuel Adams, Esq.,
in part for his services as a Member of Congress for this
State.

RESOLVE FOR PAYING JONATHAN BROWN £.26 5s.
Passed October 11, 1776.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publickTreas-
ury of this State unto Jonathan Brown, Esq., the sum of
£26 5s., for his service as Commissary fi'om the 22d of
April, 1775, to the 4th of August following.

RESOLVE FOR MAKING APPLICATION TO CONGRESS FOR

£ 100,000.
Passed October 12, 1776.

Whereas this State has advanced on account of the Con-
tinent; for the purpose of carrying on the present war, a sum
of money amounting to at least £125,000, lawful money,
since the time of their exhibiting their last account to the
Congress: And whereas the Committee appointed to prepare
an account of these expenditures cannot get the same ready
to forward at this time to Congl'ess, and this State stand in
need of an immediate supply of money:

Therefore, Resolved, That the Delegates appointed to
represent this State at Congress be, and they hereby are
directed immediately to make application to the Congress,
praying that they would advance this State at least £ 100,-
000, in part payment of the above-mentioned sum, and
until the account above referred to can be forwat:ded to
Congress.

RESOLVE FOR PAYING JONATHAN GLOVER, ES~UIRE, £249
15s. 9d.

Passed October 12, 1776.

Resolved, T.hat thp,Receiver-General be and he is hereby
. directed to pay to Jonathan Glover,Esq., or order, £249

15s. 9d., in full for sundries he supplied- to Captain Jere-
miah Obrian and John Lambert, whilst in the service of
this State..

RESOLVE ALLOWING PROVISIONS TO THE OFFICERS AND

MARINERS OF ARMED VESSELS.

Passed October 12, 1776.

Resoll1ed, That the allowance of Provisions to each Officer
nnd Mariner of the Armed Vessels belonging to this State
be: One pound of beef or pork per day; one pound of bread
per day; one gill of rum per day; one gil1 of rice, or half
pint of peas or beans, or one pound of potatoes or turnips
per day; half pint of vinegar per day; three-quarters of a
pound of butter per week.

WILLIAM DREW, ESQ., ADDED TO THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED

FOR ALTERING THE SLOOP FREEDOM.

October 14, 1776.

Whereas this Court on the 9th instant appointed Ephraim
Spooner, Esq., in conjunction with Captain Cloustan, to see

FIFTH SERIES.- V OL. III. - ~5

that the masts, sails, and rigging belonging to the Brigantine
Rising Empire be taken out of her and forthwith applied
to equip the said sloop as a brig: And whereas it appears to
this Court necessary that some person acquainted with
building and rigging vessels should be upon the said Com-
mittee:

Tberefore Resolved, That William .Drew, Esq., be added
to the Committee aforesaid, he to repair forthwith to Plymouth,
and advise and direct in performing said business.

RESOLVE ON THE PETITION OF THE FIRST PARISH IN FAL-

MOUTH.

Passed Oetober 14, 1776,

On the Petition of the inhabitants of the first Parish in
Falmouth, in the County of Cumberland, setting forth, that
by means of the late cruel destruction of great part of said
Parish many of the inhabitants thet'eof are removed to and
do reside in neighbouring Towns and Parishes, where they
will (unless this Court shall otherwise order) be liable to all
Parish taxes, while the remaining inhabitants of said first
Parish in Falmouth (where they frequently attend the pub-
lick worship of God) will, without their assistance, be unable
to support their Ministers:

Resolved, That every person Jately belonging to the first
Parish in Falmouth, in tbe County of Cumberland, who, by
means of the destruction lately suffered by a great part of
said Parish, is removed to and reside in some neiCThbouring
Town or Parish, shall, till the further order of th~ General
Court of this State to the contrary, be assessed for their
polls and personal estates, and faculties, towards the support
of the Gospel Ministry in said first Parish in Falmouth, and
not elsewhere: Provided, That such late inhabitants of said
first Parish in Falmouth shall, on or before the last day of
November next, and on or before the first day of September
annually afterwards, signify to the Assessors of said first
Parish, or anyone of them, in writing, their desire to be
assessed there, towards the support of the Gospel in said
first Parish, and shall exhibit to the Clerk of the Town or
Parish where they reside a certificate of their having so done,
signed by one or more of the Assessors of said first Parish.
And the Collector of taxes there for the time being shall
have the same power and autbority to collect and ~nforce
payment of the rates of such persons thus assessed, as if they
dwelt within the bounds of said Parish.

PETITION OF NEHEMIAH SOMES.

State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY: ,
The honourable Council now sitting in WATERTOWN:
The Petition of NEHEMIAH SOMEShumbly s'howeth:

That your petitioner is fitting out an armed vessel to cruise
against the enemies of these United States, and is now ready
equipped for sea; but they having three six-pounders and
one four-pounder, which he apPl'ehends are too heavy for
his vessel, therefore humbly requests your Honours to ex-
change .them for cannon of less meta], viz: six three-pound-
ers, whICh he understands by Colonel Crafts are at present
useless. If thi~ proposal s.hould not be agreeable to your
Honours, he wIll obligate hImself to procure six cannon of
equal goodness, whenever called for, provided your Honours
will grant the loan of them cannon mentioned as above.

And, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.
NEHEMIAH SOMES.

Boston, October 11, 1776,

.Read, and o.rde~ed., Th~t Moses Gill, Esq., be a Com-
mittee to make mqUlry relative to the Cannon mentioned in
tbe above Petition, and report what is best to be done.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

. Your Com?Ii~tee have attended the service appointed
blnl by the Wlthm order, and have consulted with Colonel
Crafts and other persons of judgment, and do report in favour
of the witbin petition. . 1\"lOSES GILL.

October 15, 1776.

Read and accepted, and thereupon Ordered That Mose,~
Gill, Esq., be directed to draft an order for tI:e above pur-
pose. . JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

IN COUNCIL, October 15, J776.-0rdered, That Colonel
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Crafts be directed to deliver to Captain Nehemiah Somc'S
two three-pound Cannon now under his care. Also, four
three-pounders from on board the Sch?oner Diligent, l~te
commanded by Captain Lambert; and 10 exchange recejve
from said Somes three six-pound and one four-pound Cannon,
the Council having this day agreed upon the exchange.

PETITION OF JACOB WILLIAMS AND OTHERS.

State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

The honourable the Council now sitting in WATERTOWN:
The Petition of JACOB WILLIAMS, BENJAMIN VINCENT,

EBENEZER WALES, MosES DAVIS, SOLOMON LOVELL,
JOHN BATCHELER, JAMES FOSTER CONDY, STEPHEN
BRUCE HENRY BAss, WILLIAM PHJLLIPS, Jun., BEN.JA-
l.nN C~BB, GlOSTAVUS FELLOWS, NEH1i:MUH SOMES, qud
JOSEPH PIEIICE, humbly showeth:

. .
That your petitioners, owners. of the schQon~r Actwe,

burthen eighty-four tons, armed wIth twelve carrIage-gu~s,
viz: eight three-pounders and four fOllr-pound.ers,ten s'YIV-
els, one thousand weight of powder and shot m proportion,
Dlvigated by eighty men, Andrew Gardner Commander,
Lmel Tl,rner Senior Lieutenant, James Berry MastE'r, has
on board as provisions three ton~ o.fbread and thi~ty bar~els
beef and pork. Said schooner ISmtended to cruISe against
the enemies of these United States.

Your petitioners would therefore humbly request your
Honours to commissionthe said schoonerand commander
for the purpose above mentioned. And your petitioners, as
in duty bound, shall ever pray.

JOSEPHPIERCE,
NEHEMIAH SOME5.

Boston, October 15th, 1776.

IN COUNCIL,October 15, 1776.-Read, and Ordered,
That a Commission bl3issued out to the said Andrew Gard-
ner as Commander of thl3 abovl3 Schooner Active, he com-
plying with resolves of Congress.

.

JOIJN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

RESOLVE FOR THE DELIVERING OF POWDER TO NATHANIEL

GOODWIN.

Passed October IS, 1776,

On the Petition of Nathaniel Goodwin, praying for a,sup-
ply of Powder,

Resolved That the Commissary-General of this State be
and he her~by is directed to order to be del.ivere~ut.of the
Powder-Mill at Stoughton, to Mr. Nathanzel Goodwln, the
within petitioner, one hundred and fifty weight of Gunpow-
der, said Goodwin making immediate payment for the Same
at the rate of six shillings per pound.

:JlESOLVE FOR THE DISCHARGE OF SLOOP MACHIAS LIBERTY,

CAPTAIN OBRIAN AND MEN.

Passed October 15, 1776.

Resolved, That the Honourable Richard Derby, ES9"
be and he is hereby directed to discharge the Sloop Machl~s
Liberty from the service of this State, and to ta~e into his
possession all the Cannon and other Stores. whICh are on
board said Sloop, and are the property of this Sta!e. And
the said Richard Derby, Esq., is hereby further directed to
discharge Captain Jeremiah Obrian,a.nd the ?fficers and
men l!Dderhis command, from the servIce of tins State.

The House made choice, by ballot, of Mr. George Say-
wood as Second Lieutenant of the Company of Matrosses
stationed at Gloucester.'

Concurred by Council October 15, 1776. .
RESOI.VE ON THE PETITION OF ALEXANPER SHEPARD, JUN.

Passed October 14, 1776.

Resolved, That ~e Commissary-General of this State be
and he hereby is directed to deliver to Alexander Shepar~,
Jun., or his order, ten pieces of small dama~ed Cannon, If
not already othel'Wiseengaged; also, four S":lvel G,uns; to
be used on board a vessel designed to crUIse agamst the
enemies of America: he, the said Shepard, obliging himself
to repair said Cannon anrl Swivels at his own expense, and

return the same after the first cruise, if so ordered by the
General Assembly of tbis State. ~

RESOLVE ON THE PETITION OF WII,I.tAM OWEN.

Passed October 14, 1776.

Resol1)ed That there be paid out of the Treasury of this
State the su;n of £49 19s. 4d. to William Owen, in full for
billeting the men whose names are expressed in the-annexed
roll, and in full for all accounts, as footed at the bottom of
the roll.

RESOLVE FOR PAYING THE HONOURABL~ JAMES BOWDOIN

INTEREST, &C.

Passed October 15,1776.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the public~Treas-
ury of this State to the Honourable James Bowdom, Esq.,
the two years' interest due to him on a Government note,
signed by the late Treasurer G:ay; and such p~rt of tbe
principal, also, as said Bowdoln may have occasIOnfor, or
reqUIre.

RESOLVE FOR THE DELIVERY OF FLOUR TO WILLIAM FROS,T,

A COMMISSARY;

Passed October IS, 1776.

Resolved That the Commissary-General of this State
be and he hereby is directed to supply William Frost, Com-
missary of tbe forces stationed at ~fa.lmouth.' with fi~ty barr~ls
of Flour if it can be spared, takmg said Frost s receipt
therefor:' he to be accountable to this Court for the sal,ne.

PETITION OF DANIEL KNIGHT.

1'0 the Great and General Court now sitting in ,"VATER-
. TOWN:

The Petition ofDANJEL KNIGHT humbly sJlOweth:
That.some time last spring said Knight s~nt up an ~c- .

count of the loss he sustained on Damarns Cove, bemg .

attested by him, in hopes that your Honours would have
considered hi,:;case. And as there had been orders from
the Congress requiring aH those that had suffered damage
by the common enemy to bring an accOl~nt of any loss they
sustained, therefore he expected that his loss would ha~e
been made up to him, in whole or in part, as you in your
wisdom shall think best; yet he never receJved any part of
said loss as yet. I heard some person threw in a remon-
strance, saying I charged too high for my house, and creatures
they took away; but I think I know ~he value of my house,

.

sheep, and hogs, better than any other person. Now, gen-
tlemen if it be your pleasure to grant the whole, Or any
part y~u please of the value of the loss I sustain~d, you
will greatly oblige your humble servant. And I, as III duty
bound, shaH ever pray. DANIELKNIGHT.

Boothbay, 29th August, 1776.

Whereas it hath pleased the honourable Continental
Congress to reql1i~ean authenticat~d accoun~ of the damages
done to the inhabitants of the Umted Colomes by our unna,t-
ural enemies, and the honourable the Grea.t and General
Court have appointed a Committee to recei~e such a?cou~ts
as respects this Colony, and they have desIred the mhablt-
ants thereof to send them in as soon as may be;

Therefore, the subscribers, Selectmen of Bo~thbay,would
hereby certify, that on the 1s:!thof October u1tllnoa part ?f
the British fleet, said to be under the command of Captam
Mowatt, anchored in Townsend or Boothbay harbour, and,
on the 14th of said month they sent a party ashore on Da-
maris Cove, an island belonging to the town, where they
burnt the dwelling-house occupied by John Wheeler, the
property of Daniel Knights, ?f tbis town, and carrie~ off a
number of live stock, of whICh the owners have this day
given us the following account, with their estimation of the
contents, which is humbly submitted to the honourable Com-
mittee appointed for this purpose, by their humble servants,

JOHN BEATH,
} S 1W 1'" C e ectmen.,

M. ~uc OBB,

VIZ: Seventy-eightSheep, lOs.each, - - £39 0 0
Three fat HotTs,value £s:! 13s.4d. each, 8 0 0
One dwelling~house, value - 66 13 4

Lawful money £113 13 4
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LINcor,N, ss.: BOOTHBAY,January 18, 1776: 0

Daniel Knights, above-named, pel'sonally appeared and
made solemn ~ath that the above is a just and tme account
of the damage sustained by him and John Wheeler, by the
means and at the time above-mentioned; that the said stock
was carried off without his connivance, and that he hath
neither directly nor~indirectly received any thing by way of
compensation for the same. .

BefOl'e me: JOHN BEATH, Town-Clerk.

Joseph Wheeler, of lawful age, son of said John Wheeler,
having been on board of said Mowat's ship at the time when
said damages were sustained, it had been reported that ~e
had. received pay for the above-mentioned stock; that said
Joseph was this day solemnly examined, and made oath
that he re~eived no pay, either directly or indirectly, only
ten dollars.

Before me : JOHN BEATH, Town-Clak.

PETITION OF JAMES McCOBB AND JORDAN PARKER.

To the honourable the Council and House of Representatives
of the Colony of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

May it please your Honours, humbly showeth, the petition
of JAMES MCCOBB and JORDAN PARKER, inhabitants of
GEORGE;TOWN:,on KENNEBECK River, in the County of
LINCOLN:
That no sooner had we received intelligence at this

place of the memorable battle of Lexington, than the people
judged ii necessary, that they might not be surprised by
the unexpected approach of an enemy, to have a guard
stationed at the entrance of this river, especially as the river
for a considerable distance from the sea is extremely acces-
sible to the enemy's armed vessels, whereby they thought
that not only their property and persons, but also a large
quantity of the King'smasts then lying in the river were
much exposed to the depredations of the Navy; and as no
regular authority was then established for that purpose, many
of the inhabitants applied to your petitioners to provide and
station a guard as aforesaid; and being convinced of the
necessity of the measure, and urged by motives of publick
utility, we not long after engaged and stationed as guards at
the entrance of the river two persons in whose fidelity and
vigilance we could confide .where they continued in the
faithful discharge of their duty eleven weeks, when they were
relieved by the arrival of Captain Lemont's company.

As Lexington fight happened at a busy season of the
year, when the people were necessarily employed in planting
and sowing their lands, and everyone engaged in making
the best preparation in his power for the reception of the
foe, your petitioners were put to great inconvenience and
trouble in getting suitable persons for said purpose, and found
themselves obliged to promise said guards forty-eight shil-
lings per month each, allowing twenty-eight days to the
month, exclusive of six: shillings and eight pence per week
each which your petitioners were obligated to pat for their
billeting, the whole amounting to twenty pounds ten shil-
lings and eight pence; which sum yourpetinoners ha ve since
advanced to said guards, out of our own pockets, and as we
are conscious your Honours wish at all times to encourage
and reward the exertions of individuals in favour of the com-
mon cause of America, we therefore humbly pray your
Honours that the said sum of twenty pounds ten shillings
and eight pence may be repaid to us out of the Colony
Treasury.

And your petitioners will ever pray, &c.
JAMES MCCOBB,
JORDAN PARKER.t

Georgetown, 8th June, 1776.

The Committee appointed to consider of the Petition of
James McCobb et al., relative to the payment of the Guards
at the mouth of Kellnebeck Ri\'er, as within mentioned, have.
attended that service, and report, that it lay on your
Honours' table until better evidence be produced.

CHA'S CUSHING, per order, &,c.
July I, 1776.

The Committee appoint~d to consider of the Petition of
James lUcCobb and Jordan Parker, and the papers accom-
pany ing the same, relative to the payment of the Guards at
the mouth of Kennebeck River, as within mentioned, have
attended that service, and beg lea.ve to report by way of a
Resolve, viz:

In the House ofRepresentative~, October 16,1776.

Resolved, That there be paidout of the publickTreasury
of this State to James ltIcCobb and Jordan Parker tw!:'nty
pounds, in full for the payment of the Guards and billeting
of the same at the mouth of Kennebeck River.

AUGUST20th, 1775.-Then received of James McCobb,
Esq., and Esquire Jordan Parker, six pounds sixteen shil-
lings for boarding of two men who was a watch at the
entrances of Kennebeck River, elev!:'nweeks, at six shillings
and eight pence per week each.

Received by me: THOMASPIRCEY.

This may certify that we, the subscribers to James lWcCobb,
Esq., and Captain Jordan Parker, hiring two men to keep
a watch at the entrance of Keneybeck River, and we never
heard any fault found, but that they attended their duty in
said service for eleven weeks, the spring before last, until
Captain Lemont's. company was stationed there by the
General Court, and wasknowing to their wages beingeight
dollars per month and their victuals.

JOHN HINCKLEY

~
,r

N ' W 'Selectmen OJGEORGETOWN.
ATH LYMAN,

Georgetown, September 13, 1776.

ORDER TO COLONEL JOSIAH BREW~:ii..

In Council, October 1Ii, 1776.

Ordered, Tbat the Guard of thirty men, ten "of whom are
Indians, raised by the General Court, the 11 th September
last, and placed on Penobscot River under the direction of
Andrew Gilman, be now placed under the command of
Colonel Josiah Brewer, said Gilman being employed in the
Southern Army. And said Colonel Josiah Brewer is here-
by directed to take said guard under his command, and
order and discipline them agreeable to the rules observed by
the several sea-coast companies stationed in this State.

PETITION OF ELIJAH FREEMAN PAYNE.

State ofMASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

To the honourable the" Council now setting in WATERTOWN:
The Petition of ELIJAH FREEMAN PAYNE, of BOSTON,

humbly showet/l,: .

That your petitioner, owner of the schooner called the
Eaglet burthen sixty-three tons, armed with eight carriage
guns, three-pounders, five hundred weight of powder, and
shot in proportion, with small arms and cutlasses sufficient
for the men; navigated by sixty men; Barzillai Smith,
Commander; John Wigglesworth, Senior Lieutenant; An-
drew Ross, Second ditto; Samuel Studson, Master; has on
board as provisions thirty barrels beef and pork, two
thousand weight of bread, one hogshead rum, ten barrels
cider, forty bushels potatoes. Said schooner is. designed to
cruise against the enemies of these United States. Yollr
petitioner would therefore humbly request your Honours to

commission the said schooner and commander, for the pur-
pose above-mentioned; and your petitioner, as in duty bound,
shall ever pray. E F PLIJAH . AYNE.

Boston, October 15th, 11'76.

IN COUNCIL, October 16tn, 1776.-Read, and Ordered,
That a Commission be issued out to the above-named
Bazillai Smith as Commander of the said Schooner Eagle,
he complying with the resol ves of Congress.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF JOSIAH MORTON.

To the honourable the Council of the State of the MAS-
SACHUSETTs-BAY, ana to the honourable the General
A.~sembly for the same State:

The Petition of JOSIAH MORTON, of PLYMOUTH, in the
County of PLYMOUTH,keeper of the Jail in said (Jounty,
humbly showeth: .
That a number of men called Refugees have been com-

mitted to his custody ever since the 24th of April last.
During great part of the time they have maintained' them-
selves, but for the space of three months past your petitioner
has been ooliged to support them, to his great detriment and
loss. Your petitioner perceivesthat a petition now lays be-
fore the honourable Court for their enlargement, and therefore
humbly prays your Honoursto take his case into roar wi3e

*
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consideration, and order him such relief for their maintenance
(before a discharge be granted) as your Honours in your
wisdom shaH see fit; and your petitioner, as in duty bound,
shall ever pray. J . H 1\""0 ONOSIA 1n RT .

Plymouth, October 8, 1776.

b THF. HousE OF REPRESENTATIVES, October 14, 1776.
Read, and committed to the Committee on the Petition of
Dr. .Stockbridge and others, the refugees wjthin-mentioned.

J. WARREN, Speaker.

IN COUNCIL, October 16.-Read, and concurred.
JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

Plymouth, 7th September, A. D. 1776.

To the Committees of Correspondence of SCITUATE,MARSH-
FIELD, DUXBURROUGH,PEMBROKE.and HANOVER:

GF.NTLEMEN: Your favour ofthe3d instant, relative to
theI'efugee Tories now holden in the County Jail, is come
to hand. We, upon mature deliberation, think it can be no
disadvantage to the American cause if these men be per-
mitted to return to their respective homes, under proper
limitations, as their continuance in jail can answer no valu-
able purpose. We think that it will be best that a watchful
eye be kept over them, as they have been so ready in times
past to sacrifice their country through timidity. We make
no doubt but that your Committees will do every thing in
your power for the publick security. We cannot accuse
either of these men wi,th any malevolent conduct respecting
the publick cause since they have 'been with us.

We are, gentlemen, most respectfully, your brethren and

sincere friends, the Committee ofPlymouth.
JOHN TORREY, Chairman.

MASSACHUSETTS-BAY State:
To the honourable Council and, House of Representatives

of said State, now sitting at WATERTOWN,September the
9th, A. D. 1776: .
The Committees of Correspondence of five towns, viz:

Scituate, ]tlarshfield, Duxborough, Pembrock, and Hano-
ver,who had the care and direction of twelve refugee Tories,
viz: Benjamin Stockbridge, John Tilden, Cornelius White,
John Baker, Ephraim Little, Elisha Fourd, Sylvanus
1f'hite, Stephen Tilden, Joseph Tilden, Warren White, Jo-
.eph Young, and Nathaniel Garnett, whoarrived at MarslL-
field in April last, from Boston, and were then sent to Jail
in the County of Plymouth, by order or said Committee,
there to remain till otherwise ordered by your Honours,
humbly beg leave to represent that said refugees have con-
tinued there to this time, their conduct and behaviour unex-
ceptionable. They appeared to be duly humbled for their
past conduct, and well disposed to join their countrymen in
defending the United Stat~s of America, by arms according
to their several capacities and abilities, as may appear by the
pa.pers accompanying this.

We would further represent to your Honours, that the
moneys, goods, and effects, that they had with them when
they arrived, about two months past, was confiscated; their
real estate mostly leased; that they now depend on their
families, relations, and" friends, for tbeir daily subsistence.
We would humbly submit the matter to your Honours,
whether the common cause would not be best served by
your Honours' ordering them to their several bomes, under
the care and watchful eye of the Committees of the towns
to which they respectively belong, tJ1at they may have
opportunity to prove the sincerity of their professions by
their future conduct and behaviour. And, as in duty, &c.

Dated at Pembrook, this 9th day of September, A. D.1776.

JOSEPH TOLMAN, Chairman of Committee.

Your memorialists thatwe have been absent from our
several homes and families for the term of about sixteen
months, twelve months of which time we ascribe to 0111'own
timidity, inconsiuerateness, and folly; the remainder of said
term, after we returned from our prison at Boston, we have
wore away at the common Jail in'the County of Plymouth,
by your order and direction. W e sev~rally acknowledge,
gentlemen, you have done us justice i-n thus ordering us,
more than we did ourselves in QUI'flight. Weare able to
let you know llJany things that affected our minds at the
time we unhappily went off, but are unwilling totrouble you
at present, and therefore proceed t(} matters that are deeply
grievous to us. We sincerely lament our having lost tbe
confidence of our nati~ecountry,which in justice we ought
to prefer to aJl others, and acknowledge we have given just
grounds therefor, and have unhappily injured, if not ruined,
(}ur families; and though we returned with a full and settled
purpose to join our country, and with our brethren to oppose
and resist by arms every enemy, and every attack made
against it, and are still firmly determined so to do, yet the
103Sofconfidence and our confined situation have at present
prevented us from proving our professions to be sincere and-
genuine by our works in our future beha\'iour. We now lay
as a dead weight on our families, relations, friends, and conn-
trymen. Our case, gentlemen, is most unhappy. We
therefore humbly move that you would take' our piiiable case
into your serious consideration; and though _we have erred
and conducted utterly inconsistent with the duty we owe our
country, yet, gentlemen, as aJl human nature are' liable to
errours; we are led to hope, from our own experience of the

humanity of our countrymen., that you, in your well-known

candour and humanity, will interpose in our behalf for our
liberation, in such way and manner and under such restric-
tions as you think best, that we may have oppmtuniiyof
witnessing the sincerity ofourprofessions byour future con-
duct and behaviour toward our much-injured and oppressed
country, according to our several capacities and abilities.
And, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.

BENJ. STOCKBRIDGE, SYLVANUS WHITE,

JOHN TILDEN, STEPHEN TILDEN,

CORNELIUS WHITE, JOSEPH TILDEN,

JOHN BAKER, WARREN WHITE,

EPHRAIM LITTLE, _ JOSEPH YOUNG,

E F
.. hi.LISHA OORD,

N ' GATH L X ARNETT.
-

mark.'

A true copy.

Attest: Per order, JEREMIAH HALL.

In Council, September 16, 1776.

Read, and thereupon Resolved, That William Seaver and

Benjamin Greenleaf, Esqrs" with such as the honourable

House shall join, be a Committee to take this Petition, with.

the papers accompanying the same, under consideration and

report.
.

,

'-T() the honourable the Council and the honourable the
House of Representatives of the State of MASSACHU-
SETTS-BAY: '

The Petition of BENJA.MIN ST(}CKBRIDGE, JOHN 'tn.DEN,
CORNELIUS WHITE, JOHN BAKER, ELISHA FOaRD, SYL-

VANUS WHITE, STEPHEN TILDEN, JOSEPH TILDEN,

NATHANIEL GARNETT, W A\tREN WHITE, Jos. YOUNG,

and EpURAIM LITTLE, humbly shows:

That your petitioners,from the formidable warlike prepa-

rations made against this State in the year 1775, and from

the high fame of the invincible power of the British arms,

were exceedingly apprehensive that a resistance to these

arms would, without the least prospect of s~ccess, spread

desolation and carnage through the wllole State, and involve

theirneighboursand countrymen in greatercalamitiesthan

those from which they l'iought~ deliverance. Impressed
To the Committees of Correspondence of five Towns, vii: with these sentiments,when hostilitieswere actuallycom:

SCI'rUATE, MARSHFIELD, DUXBOROUGH, PEMBROKE, and menced, with every circumstance of cruelty that could ope-
HANOVER,in Joint Committee, to be assembled at ColoneZ- rate on timidminds, your petitioners, in the first transports
JEREMIAH HALL's, in PEMBROKE, on MONDAY, tlle 9th of their fears, imprudently fled to the town of Boston for
day oj SEPTEMBER,A. D. 1776: refuge. Yom" petitioners frankly confess tbe unreasonable-

The Memorial ofBENJAMINSTOCKBRrDGE, .JOHNTILDEN, ness of their flight, and that no principleof fear OU''')tto
CO~NELIUS WHITE, JOHN BAKER, ELISHA FOORD, SYL- have prevailed upon them 10 desert the sacred cause of their
VANUS 'V pITE, STEPHEN TILDEN, JOSEPH TILDEN, country in the very moment she wanted their aid, and can
NATHANIEL GARNETT, WARREN W HlTE, JOSEPH YOUNG, only urge in their justification the frailties of humanity.
and EPHRAIM LITTLE, humbly shows:' Your petitioners beg leave to inform your Honours, that on
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finding their apprehensions to be groundless, they voluntarily
returned to Marshfield, and threw themse] ves ~~ the mercy
of their countrymen; which conduct, you!' petitioners hum-
b]y conceive, is an evidence that timidity, and not any

inimical desi(fns aO"ainst their countr y , at first influenced them
n 0

l .to quit their habitations. Your petiti?ners, on tlJelr r~tUrn,
were committed to the common Jail at Plymouth, III the
Cou'nty of P[o'lmouth, by order or the Committees of Cor.
respondl'nce of the towns of Satuate. ~larsl!field, Du~bo-
rough, Pembrok~, and Hanover, wher~ theY,have rem~med
four months, entirely dependent on their relations and f\'lends
for their daily subsistence, their estates being, in consequence
of a resolve of the honourable General Assembly, at tbe
disposal of others. They are, bowever, so far from com-
plaininO" of any injustice done tbem in tbis procedure, that
thev gr~tefully acknowlec1ge the lenity and indulgenc~ which
they have experienced in many instances, and w,hlch are
ever characteristick of the bra \'e. .

Your petitioners deem it the highest infelicity to have for-
feited tbe confidence and affections Df their countrymen by
pusillanimously repairing for protection ~o an u?natual foe,
as they have thereby in some measure mcapacltated them-
selves from renderinO" those services to the publick wbich
they came home \~ith a full and determined purpose of pe,:-
formin<r and which mi(fht make some atonement for tbelr

0' 0

past misconduct and pusillanimity. It also gi~es them the
most painful sensations to reflect, tha~ by tbe1\' o:,,'n folly
and indiscretion they bave brought distress and Imsery on
their guiltless families.

As this is the genuine state of your petitioners' minds,
(which will appear from the testimony of tbe papers that

accompany this petition,) as keeping them in their present
confinement is really a punisbment on their innocent con-
nections and friends, as miatakes and errours are incident to
human nature, and as free governments are distinguished by
their moderation in punishing offenders, they humbly pray
your Honours' (if it can answer any salutary purposes to the
community to continue them in imprisonment) to order that
the places of their confinement may be the towns to which
they respectively belong, under sucb further restrictions as
are.necessary for tbe publick safety, they giving such securi-
ties and bonds fOl' their future good behaviour as your Hon-
ours in your wisdom shall direct. And your petitioners, as
in duty bound, sbaH ever pray.

BENJAMIN STpCKBRIDGE,

JOHN TILDEN,

CORNELIUS WHITE,

JOHN BAKER,

EPHRAIM LITTLE,

ELISHA FOORD,
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SYLVA. WHITE,-

STEPHEN TILDEN,

JOSEPH TILDEN,

WARREN W lUTE,

JOSEPH YOUNG,
.

his

NATHANIEL X GARNETT,
mark.

The Committee of both Houses, to whom was referred the
Petition of Benjamin Stockbridge and others, as also the
Petition of Josiah Morton, having considered the same, re-
port the following Resolve, which is submitted;

In Council, October, 1776.

Resolt'ed, rr:hat Benjamin StockbridlJe, J~hn Til~en,
Cornelius Wlizte, John Baker, Ephraun Ltttle, Eltsha
Foord, Sylvanus White, Stephen Tilden, Joseph T.ilden, ~~d
Warren White, who are now confined to the pubhck JaIl 10

Plymouth, on <lefraying the expenses oftbeir confinement in
said Jail be allowed to depart the same, and return to

"

and remain confined to tbeir late
dwelling-houses in said towns, and tbe lands"to tbem apper-
taininO" and contiO'uous thereto; from wbence they are not
to depart, exc~ptOto attend pub lick worship at their several
Parish churches, without special license from tbe Commit-
tees of Correspondence, &'c" of the town to which they
respectively belong.

Also, Resolved, That Joseph Young and Nathaniel Gar-
nett who are also confined in the before-mentioned Jail, be
allo~ved to depart the same and retire to the towns of Scit-
uate and lJfarslifield, in wbich they ]ately resided, and re-
main witbin the limits of said towns until the further order of
this Court.

And the Keeper of the publick Jail within said County is
direc'ted to lay his account of tbe expenses that have arisen

for the support of the said Joseph Young and Nathaniel
Garnett before this Court for allowance.

Also, Resolved, That it be recommended to the Com-
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mittees of CorrespondenGe, &c., of'the towns of Scituate and
ltlarshfield, to inspect the conduct of the several persons
before-named; and said Committees are authorized (if they
sball think it expedient) to extend the liberty granted to said
Benjamin Stockbridge and others, to the limits of their
respective towns.

RESOLVE FOR LENDING GO\"ERNOUR TRUMBULL ONE TON OF

SULPHUR.

Passed October 16, 1776.

Resolved, That the Commissary-General of this State be,
and he hereby is directed to deliver to the Honourable
Jonathan Trumbull, Esq" Governour of tbe State of Con-
necticut,or to such person or persons as he has or shall order
to receive the same, upon loan, the full quantity of one
ton of Sulphur; he 01' tbey giving a receipt for the sam~,
to replace so soon as conveniently may be.

RESOLVE DIRECTING COMMITTEE OF SOUTH-HADLEY RELA-

TIVE TO SURVEYS.

Passed October 17,1776,

Resolved, That the Committee of Correspondence, In-
spection and Safety of the Town of South-Hadley be, and
hereby are directed to transmit to the Secretary of tbis State
tbe Box mentioned in said Committee's letter, containing
the sundry Surveys tbel'einreferl'ed to; also, any Minutes
of Surveys that Lieutenant Knights may be possessed of.
The said Surveys and Minutes to be deposited in the Sec-
retary's Office, until the further order of this Court.

RES01.VE RELATIVE TO PRISONERS OF WAR.

Passed October 17, 1776.

Resolved, That the Council be desired to order the
Sberiffs of the several Counties witbiJt this State to make
an immediate return to them of all Prisoners belonging to
the Land service of Great Britain witbin their respective
Counties, with the names of the Commissioned and Staff-
Officers, and to what Corps belonging, and tbe number of
the Non-Commissioned Officers and Privates, whether u,nder
their immediate care, or under the care of any Committee
of Safety or others; and tbat ~bey make like Returns of all
Prisoners belonging to the British Navy; and these Returns
(of the Navy and Army) to be made in separate and distinct
lists: And tbe honourable Board are desired to transmit
such Returns to his Excellency General Washington. That
the said Prisoners remain in their present situations until
advice is received fi'Om General Washington that a cartel is
settled, and they ordered to be exchanged: And that Gen-
eral Washington be irrimediately advised that the Prisoners
shall be collected and ready to embark at any time when,
his Excellency shall give orders therefor, and signify to this
State that vessels for their embarkation are to be provided.

PETITION OF NEHEMIAH SOMES.

To the honourable the Council of the State of MASSACHU-
SETTS-BAY;

The' Petition of N ~HEMIAH SOMES humbly shows:

That by permission of your Honours he has lately made
an exchange with Colonel Crafts of tbree six and one
four-pound cannon, for some three-pounders, four of which
carne out of the Diligent armed schooner, William Lambert
late master; but your petitioner omitted in his request for the
exchange of tbe cannon to include therein an exchange of
shot suitable for the cannon; and as the shot suitable for
said cannon still remain on board said schooner, and the
cannon he obtained will be of no service unless he can
likewise obtain the shot, and the vessel in which said cannon
and shot are.to be placed is now fitted and ready to proceed
on her cruise, and is detained only for the said sbot, yonI'
petitioner humbly prays that your Honours would be pleased
to order said exchange to be made. And, as in duty bound,
he will pray, &c.

NEHEMIAH SOMES.

IN CouNcn" October 17, 1776.-Read, and Ordered,
That the prayer of the above Petitioner be granted, and
that Colonel Crafts be, and he herehy is directed to make
such exchange as he shall judge equitable.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.
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Hon. MOSgSGILL,Esq.: .

SIR: Captain Soames is about makin~ application to the
bonourable Board for an exchan[Te of shot, for the four
pieces of carmon they received fro~, on board theDilige~t,
(which, by the way, are onTy"two-pounders,) for some s~x-
pounders they have by them; and as the State has no SIX-
pound shot, I sll0uld think the exchange would be of real
service to the State.

Your most obedient, humble servant,
T. CRAFTS, Jun.

Thursday morning, October 17, 1776.

ORDER ON THE }>ETI'nON OF ROBERT' CRAGG.

S!!1te ,of Massachusetts-Bay, in Council, ~
October 17th, 1776, 5

~ On the Petition of Robert Cragg, praying he, the said
Cragg, may have fiberty to depart this State to the West-
Indies, in any vessel that may, hereafter be bound there,
. Ordered, That he, the said Robert Cragg, have the
liberty he petitions for, and tbat he have liberty to depart

'this State accordingly to the West-Indies; and it is recom-
mended to the commanders of armed vessels and others to
let the said Cragg pass unmolested accordingly.

JOHN AURY, Deputy Secretary.

These may certify, that the bearer, Robert Grag(J', late
Chief Mate on board the ship Anna Maria, from Barbadoes
for London, William Pringle commander, and taken by
the privateer sloop Revenge, of Salem, Joseph White com-
mander; that said Gragg, ever since he was set on shore
here in Salem, has behaved in a very orderly and peaceable
manner' is we believe , a man of sound morals, of sobriety, ,

.
and temperance, in nowise given to bad company; a S1l1-
cere friend to the cause of America: but being now well
advanced in life, (upwards of sixty,) of a very infirm con-
stitution, unable to ,yndure the severities of this or the En-
glish clim~tes, he !lumbly prays tbe fav,our of the honourab!e
the CouncIl of tills State, that, of theIr goodness, they wIll
grant him the liberty to go to the West-Indies in any vessel
that may hereafter be bouod there, a climate he, number of
years past, has ~eel~accusto~ed to, tbat he llJay pass thesm~11
remainder of his bfe there In peace. He frankly and wIth
gratitude acknowledges and declares, that on aJl ocsasions
will acknowledge that he has been always treated Wllh the
greatest civility and kindness since his being ma.d~ a cap-
tive. May please your Honours, as we are of opinion that
he said Gragg, is truly sincere in his above declaration, and
a ~orthy, honest man, pray your Honours' indulgence in
their case, and that his prayer may be granted.

ELIAS HASKET DERBY, EDWARD GIBAUT,

JOSEPH WHITE, , JOSEPH LEE,

J\'hLES GREENWOOD, WILLIMI BARTI'ETT.

Salem, 1st October, 1776.
'

The honoura,bJe tbe Council of the State of the Massa-
chusetts-Bay.

PETITION OF R1CHAUD SILVESTER.

To the honourable the Council of the :MASSACHUSETTS-
BAY, at \V ATERTOWN:

Thehl~mble Petition of RICHARD SILVESTER, late Custom-
House officer at CAPE-ANN, s/ioU'eth:

That your Honours' petition,er, not ~eing in any empl,oy,
neither can he get any, and bemg a prIsoner at large, with-
out any allowance, as winter is approaching, l11ust suffer
greatly. Y ollr petitioner therefore most humbly prays that
you'll be pleased to grant him libert~, and a protection, to
use his endeavot}rs to depart from this country. For that
or any other favour YOll

.
are pleased to con fer On him, he

will be gratefully thankful.
RICHARD SILVESTER.

IN COUNC'lL,October 16th, 1776.-Read, and committed
to the sallie Committee to which was referred the Petition
of William Wallace.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

State of Massachusetts-Bay, Council Chamber, t
Octobe,' 17, 1176. 5

On reading the Petition of Richard Silvester, praying
that this Board would grant him liberty.to depart from this
State,

Ordered, That the said Richard Silvester be, and hereby

is pernlitted to leave this State; and it is recommended to
the commanders of all armed and other vessels that they let
the said Richard Silvester pass unmolested.

RESOLVE ESTABLISHING THE FORM OF BEATING ORDERS,

&c., FOR RAISING THIS STATIj:'S QUOTA OF THE ARMY.

Passed October 17,1776.

Resolved, That the form of the Beating Orders and In-
listment for raising the fifteen Battalions apportioned by
Con [Tressto be raised by and of the inhabitants of this

. Stat; for the defence of the United A1Mrican States, from
the time of their inlisting intb said service tiJI tbe end of the
present war with Britain, be as follows, viz:

Form of Beating Ordm.
To

You are hereby empowered immediately to inlist a Com-
pany, to consist of eighty-six able-bodied and effecti~'e ruen,
inciudin[T non-commissioned officers and privates, as soldiers
in tne s:rvice of, and for the defence of, the United Ameri-
can States, upon the establishment fixed by the honourable
Congress, to continue in that service till the end of the
present war; and that you calise said men, when so inlisted,
to pass muster as soon as may be; the. non-commissioned
officers to be appointed by the Captain and Subalterns of
each respective Company.

day of
.'

1776.
Committee of MASSACHUSETTSState.

Inlistment.
, We, the subscribers, do hereby severally inlist ourselves

into the service of the United States of America, to con-
tinue in that servic;e till the end of the present war with
Britain, unless sooner regularly discharged; and each of us
do engage to furnish and carl'Y with us into the service, a
good effective fire-arm and bayonet, (if to. be obtained,)
cartridge-box, knapsack, and blanket; and if no bayonet, in
lieu thereof a sword, hatchet, 01' tomahawk. And we sev-
erally consent fo be formed by such personsas are or shaH
be appointed by the General Assembly of the Jlassachu-
setts as a Committee for that purpose, '9to a Company, nuder
tbe command of such officers as said Cotnmittee shaH ap-
point ~ and when formed, we engage to be under the com-
mand of the General Officers of the forces of the United
States of America wbich are or may. be appointed, and
faith/ljlly to observe "and obey all such orders as we from
time to time shall receive Ii'omour officers; and to be under
such regulations, in every respect, as are or may be provided
for the Army of the aforesaid States.

Dated this day of , A. D. 1776.

RESOLVE FOR ADJOURNING THE rNF"EItrOIJR COURT IN THE
COUNTY OF DUKES COUNTY.

Passed October 17, 1716.

Whereas the Court of General Sessions of the Peace
and Inferiour Court of Common Pleas in and for the County
of Dukes County, is by law to be holden at 1'isbury, in
and for said County, on Tuesday; the 29th of October
in'stant: And whereas there are not. now, and there cannot
be in said County, Justices authorized to hold a. Couft,
agreeablJo: t~ t~le late act of the G~n~ral Court of this State
for estabhshmg, the state of commiSSIonS, so soon as on the
29th of Octoberinstant:

TherelOre, Resolved, That said Courts be, and they
hereby are, adjourned to the first Tuesday of March next,
being the time by law appointed for holfJing the COUl't of
General Sessions of the Peace and lnferiollr Court of Com-
mon Pleas at Edgartourn, in and for said County of Dukes
County; and that all pleas, processes, writs, actions, suits,
issued or to be issued, complaints, precepts, recognizances,
and all other matters and things returnable and having day,
and that should have day, in the said Courts, if the same
were hQlden at Tisbury, in said County, on the 29th of
October instant, shall be returnable an9 have day in the
said Courts to be ho]den at Edgartown, in and for said
County, on the first Tuesday of ]'darch next, and shall abide
and continue unto that time, and shall then be pl'Oceeded
on and determined, to all intents and purposes,as effectually
as if ~aid Courts were held on the day and at the place by
law appointed as aforesaid,
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PETITION Of JOHN MERCER AND OTHERS.

State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

The honourable the Councilllow sitting in WATERTOWN:
The Petition of JOHN.MERCER, PHILIP MOORE, W II.I.IAM

DAVIS, THOMAS DONAI.DSON, PHILIP LIVINGSTON, JAMES
THOMPSON,and JOHN MANLEY,humbly showeth:
That your petitione..s, owners of the brigantine Rising-

States bunhen two hundred and ten tons, a..med with
sixtee~ ca iage-guns, six-pounde..s, and four ditto three-
pounders, sixteen swivels, seven cohorns, ab.out forty small
arms, and sixty cutlasses, twenty hundred we1ght of J}owder,
and shot in proportion; navigated by one hundred men,
James Thompson, Commander, Williamltlc

.

Neil, T:i~uum~nt,
Nathaniel Dowse, Master; has on board as provls10ns sixty
barrels beef, sixty ditto pork, six tons bread, two casks oat-
meal, six ditto peas, six ditto flour: said brigantine is designed
to cruise against the enemies of these United States.

You.. petitioners would thet'efore humbly request your
Honours to commission the said brigantine and commander,
for the purpose above-mentioned.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.
WM. DAVIS,

For himself and the other owners.
Bo~ton, October 18, 1776.

TN COUNCIL, October 18, 1776.-Read, and Ordered,
That the prayer of the Petition be gran~ed, and that a Com-
mission be issued out to the ab.ov~~menf1oned James Thomp-
son as commander, he complying with the Resolves of
.Co,ngress. JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

RESOLVE RELATIVE TO THE INHABITANTS OF Bos'roN AND
CHARJ..ESTOWN.

Passed October 18, 1776.

Resolved, That the inhabitants of Boston,now dispersed
in the several towns in this State, and suppOl'ted at the pub-
lick expense,be returned to the said town of /3ostonat the
expense of this State, on or before the first day of December
next, and be put under the care of the Overseers of the Poor
of the said town of Boston, and maintained at the expense
of the said town of Boston.

And it is further Resolved, That the inhabitants of the
town' of Charlestown who are dispersed in the several towns
of tbis State, a.nd maintained at tbe publick expense, remain
in those towns, and still be supported as heretofore; and
that sucb of them as are capable of earning a subsistence
be employed by the Selectmen and Overseers of the Poor of '

.

the several towns in which they reside for that purpose.

RESOLVE FOR PAYIJI\G EIGHTEEN SHILLINGS TO EACH OF THE

MEN WHO SHALL INLIST IN THE NEW ARMY, IN LIEU OF A

BLANKET.

Passed October 18, 1776.

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the
publick Treasury of this State to each Non-Commissioned
Officer and Soldier of this Colony who shall, before the last
day of December next, inlist into the service of the United
States during the present war with Britain, and shall furnish
himself witb a good and sufficient Blanket, the sum of eigh-
teen shillings for the Blanket by bim provided as afOresaid,
in lieu of the Blanket he should be entitled to by a resolve
of this Cou..t, the first year of his service.

RESOLVE FOR PAYING JESSE STORY £5 ] 5s. 4d.
Passed October 18, 1776.

On the Petition of Jesse Story, praying for allowance of
Arms, Ammunition, &c.. lost in the battle at Bunker-Hill,

Resolved, That there be paid out of the Treasury of this
State to Jesse Story, the above petitioner, the sum of £5
15s. 4d., in full for the losses he sustained, as set forth in
the above Petition.

RESOLVE RELATIVE TO RECEIVING SALTPETRE.

Passed October 18, 1776.

Resolved, That the several persons appointed to receive
and examine Saltpetre be and they hereby a"re directed to

receive, examine, and pay for any Saltpetre that was pre-
sented to them respectively on or before the fifth day of
October instant, as though it had been delivered before the
6rst day of said October, aD} res~lve to the contrarf no~-
withstanding, the person presentmg the S;Jme .makmg It
appear to said receiver the Saltpetre by them delivered was
completely finished on the last 'day of September past, and
would have been delivered on said last day of September
bad it not beeu for SOme accident that happened or rnistak"
in the time of delivering the same.

RESOLVE FOR PAYING THE COMMITTEE FOR BUILPING !)UT-

TON POWDER-MILL TWO HUNDRED POUNDS. ~

Passed October 18, 1776.

Resolved, That Mr. Nathan Putnam be appointed on the
Committee for buildinO' a Powder-Mill at Slttton, in the
room of Colonel Holrn~n, who was one or said Committee.

And that the further sum of two hundred Pounds be paid
out of the publick Treasury of this State to the aforesaid
Committ~e, to enable them to carryon the building of said
Mill; the Committee to be accountable to this CplIrt fortbe
same.

PETITION OF OFFICERS OF THE SCHOONER 1>ILIGENT.

To the honourable Council of the State of the MASSACHU-
SETTS-BAY:

The Petition of the following persons humbly showeth:
That we your petitioners can testify that Walter PerkiWl

have acted aud served as Second Lieutenant on board the
schooner Diligent, John Lambert commander, since tbe
16th March last, and to gene.ral satisfaction both to officers
and seamen; as he took a commission for said schooner in
the name of Jonathan Knight, for executing the office as
above, and did it from the above date. The said commis-
sion was sent up for an endorsement to the honourable
Council, but by some means or other got lost; and as a
commission from your Honours may be of service to h~min
future-time, we humbly beg that your Honoul"Swould issue
a new commission in the name of the said Walter Perkins,
that he may retain the same for the honour of the Court
and the service he has been engaged in, as we look upon
him to be highly deserving in the station he has acted in,
as we was on board with him during ,he said service. We
therefore request the same to be executed.

And, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.
JOHN LAMBIj:RT,Captain.
JOHN OBRIEN, First Li~ttt.
JOSHUf. WING, blaster.
PETER CLARK, Com'r Marines.

IN COUNCIL, October] 9th, 1776.-Read, and Ordered,
That as Jonathan Knight has not acted in the capacity of
Second Lieutenant on board the Schooner Diligent since
his appointment, tbat the name of Walter P~rkl~ns be in-
serted, and the said Jonathan Kn~ight's name be erased In
his said cornmission. J A D t .. toaN VERY, epu y "cere ary.

RESOLVE ON THE PETITION OF JAMES :NoBLe SIJANNON .AND
JONAS FARNSWORTH.

Passed October 19, 1776.

On the Petition of James Noble Shannon and Jonas
Farnsworth, praying for the delivery of fOllr Cannon, the
Sloop Liberty and Schooner Diligent, with all their Appur-
tenances:

Resolved, That the Commissary-General be, and he
hereby is directed to deliver James Noble Shannon and
Jonas Farnsworth, agents for the captors of the Sloop Lib.
f;rty andSchooner Diligent, the fonr three-pound Cannon,
the property of this State, taken from on board the Sloop
Liberty, in lieu of four three-pound Cannon belonging to the
petitioners, which Colonel Crafts, by order of COl.\ncil, took
from on board the Schooner Diligent, and exchanged with
Captain Some,~for Cannon of a larger size, and that the
Commissary-General be empowered and dil'ected to deliver
to the aforesaid James Noble Shannon and Jonas Farns-
wQrth the said Sloop Liberty and Schooner Diligent, with
such of their appurtenances as are not the property of this
State.

~
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RESOLVE FOR RAISINGTHIS STATE'S(tUOTAOF THE CONTI- cases where Captains, Lieutenants, and Ensigns, designe d
NENTALARMY. for a Company, ha\'e inlisted a number of men less than a

Passed October19, 1776, number a Company is to consist of, the said Committees are
Whereas the importance of raising the proportion of men hereby empowered to form them into Companies, and to dis-

assigned this State by the honourable Congress with the tribute the commissions to the officers in such /lianneI' as to
greatest despatch, is such as demands our immediate atten-. them shall seem most conducive to the service, giving pre-
tion and requires our utmost exertions: ference to such corps of officers as shall have raise.d the most

Therefore, it is Resolved, That Timothy Danielson, men.
Esq., George Partridge, Esq., Colonel Josiah Sartell, Jon- And it is further Resolt'ed, That eacb of said Commit-
athan Gardner, Jun., Esq., and Captain Seth Washbutn, tees be, and they are hereby di.'ected to transmit from time
be a Committee to repair without delay to tbe camp at 01' to time}o Congress and the General Assembly of this State,
near New- York; and there, aften gaining the best intelli- the success attending iheir undertakings; that they give
gence they can get, and after advising with his Excellency account of any embarrassments or difficulties altending the
Genefal Washington, or the Commander-in-Chief in that completing the aforesaid levies, and the reasons of such diffi-
department, 'respecting the characters of the officers belong- culties or embarrassments, that measures may be immedi-
ing to this State now tn the Army, proceed to appoint ately taken to remove the same, if any there be.
from the officers now in the Army, or otbers, the Field and And it is further Resolved, That .the Commission Offi-
Staff Officers for seven Battalions; and also the Captains cers of each Company who shall receive cofnmissions from
and Subalterns for the Companies of seven Battalions, on the Committees aforesaid, shaH appoint the Non~Commis-
the conditions hereafter mentioned; and to give. the said sioned Officers in their Companies respectively.
Captains and Subalterns beating orders and inlistments for It is also Resolved, That each Non-Commissioned Offi-
raising the respective Companies from men belonging to this eel' and Private Soldier who shall in]ist into the Continental
State, upon the terms and for the time proposed by the service as aforesaid, shall be entitled to, and receive from
honouraule Congress, by tbeir resolves of the 16th, 18th, this State, one Blanket annually, or eighteen Shillings in
and 19th September last; but each of said Captains and Sub- case he shall, procure one for himself, and produce a eertifi-
alterns who f>hall inlist men as aforesaid, and shaH retul'll eate thereof, from the Captain of the Company to which he
the original inlistments to thp, Committee appointed by this belongs, to the Paymaster of the Regiment; provided Con-
State, and shaH not be commissioned, shall be entitled to gress should not make provision for the same.
and receive from this State six shillings for each man he It is also Resolved, That each Non-Com'missioned Offi-
shaH so inlist, and that shall pass muster: And each corps eel' and Private Soldier who shall inlist into the Continental
of officers for a Company to consist of one Captain, one service ?os aforesaid, shall be entitled to, and receive from
First Lieutenant, one Second Lieutenant, and, one. Ensign, the Treasury of this State, twenty ShiJlings per month, to
raising a Company equal to the number established by Con- be paid him or his order, every six months during his con-
gress for a Company, on or before the first day of December tinuance in the service, in additi~n to the pay and encour-
next, to be entitled to receive their respective commissions agement already granted by Congress; provided Congress
agreeable to their" appointment by said Committee; tbe said shall not make any addition to their wages as established on
officers once every fortnight, 01' oftener, as the Committee or before the 19th September last. And in case the Con-
shall pirect, make retul'll of the men so inlisted to said Com- gress shall make an increase of wages less than twenty Shil-
mittee, and lodging with them the original inlistments, and lings per month, this State will supply the deficiency, and
not to be entitled to said commissions unless they inlist a cause the same to be paid them as aforesaid.
sufficient number of men to complete a Company as afore-
said.

And also Resolved, That Abraham Watson, Esquire,
Colonel Nathaniel Leonard, Major Jacob Davl~s, Captain
Eli.sha Cranston, and Mr. William Page, be a Committee to
repair, without delay, to the camp at 01"near Ticonderoga;
and there, after gaining the best intelligence they can get,
and after advising with General Gates, or the Commander-
in-Chief in that department, respecting the characters of the
officers belonging to this State, now in the Army, do there
proceed to appoint from the officers in said Army, or others,
the Field and Staff Officers for five Battalions; and also the
Captains and Subalterns for the Companies of five Battal-
ions, and to give to the Captains and Subalterns for each
Company beating orders and inlistments for raising their
respective Companies from men belonging to this State, upon
the terms and for the time proposed by the honourable Con-
gress, by their resolve of the 16th, 18th, and 19th Septem-
ber last; each Captain and Subaltern who shall inlist men
as aforesaid, and shall return the original inlistments to tbe
Commitl.ee appointed by this State, and shall not be com-
missioned, shall be entitled to and receive from this State
six shillings for each man he shall so in list, and that shall
pass muster: And each corps of officers for a Co.n pany con-
sisting of one Captain, one First Lieutenant, one Second
Lieutenant, and one Ensign, raising a Company equal to the
number established by Congress for a Company, on or befQre
the first day of December, next, to be entitled to receive
their j'espective commissions, agreeably to the appointment
made by said Committee; the said officers once every fort-
night, or oftener, as the said Committee shall direct: making
return of the men they shall so inlist to said Committee, and
lodging \\'ith them the original inlistments, and not to be
entitled to said commissions, unless they inlist a sufficient
number of men to complete a Company as aforesaid. .

And it isfurther Resolved,That the said Committees in
their respective departments be, and hereb)" are empowered,
at the expiration of the term above-mentioned for complet-
ing the inlistmerits by the several corps of officers for that
purpose, appointed to delivel' commi"sions to such as shall
ha ve completed illlistments for a full Company; and in all

RESOLVE FOR PAYING CAPTAIN THOMAS FLETCHER TWENTY

POUNDS.

Passed October 19, 1776.

On the Petition of Thomas Fletcher, praying for allow-
ance for services done the State:

Resolved, That there he paid out of tbe Treasury of
this State to Captain ThomasPletcher the sum of £20, in
full for eighty days' service in treating with, and also inlist-
ing Indians, at Penobscot, and bringing said Indians so far
as Watertown, on their way to join the Army near New-
York. .

.
RF.SOLVE ON THE PETITION OF JONATHAN LOWDER.

Passed October 19, 1776.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the Treasury of this
State unto Captain Jonathan Lowder, Truckmaster of
this State, unto Co]onel Jonathan Lowder, Tl'l1ckmaster
to the Tribe of Penobscot Indians, £400, to enable him to
supply ~aid Tribe with necessary Ammunition, ClothinlY, and
Provisions, for tbe fall and winter, he being accountable to
tbis Court for the same; and also that he, the said Jonathan
Lowder, be and he hereby is directed to receive out of the
hands of Brigadier Preble, lale Truckmaster for the Penob-
sl!ot Trihe, ail and every sll~h article as he may have been
provided with as Truckmaster, and now" in his hands, for
supplying the Ptnobscot Tribe, and also.the Boat he hath in
his care, provided for the use of the Truckmaster; said
Lowder having given bonds to the Treasurer of this State
for the faithful discharge of his duty as Tl'llckmaster, and
truly accollntin,g with the TI'easurer or General Court of this
State for all such sums as he shall receive.

RESOLVE FOR PAYING PARKER CLEAVELAND £8168.
.

'Passed October 19, 177G.

On the Petition of Parker Cleaveland, praying for a grant
of £8 16.~. for his .set'vices as Surgeon to Colonel Strp
geant's Regil11eut:
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Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasu~y
of this State to Parker Cleaveland the sum of £8 16s., 10
full for his service as Surgeon to the Jst day of August,
1775, in the Regiment whereof Paul D. Sergeant, Esq.,
was Colonel.

RESOLVE FOR THE DELIVERY OF POWDER TO JOSIAH BATCH-

"ELDOR, JR.

Passed October 19, 1776.

On the Petition of Josiah Batcheldor, Jr.,
Resolved, That the Commissary-General be directed to

deliver to the petitioner three hundred and fifty pounds
weight of Gunpowder, out of the Powder-Mill at Andover,
for the use of the privateer Warren, said petitioner paying
six shillings per pound for the same.

RESOLVE RELATIVE TO SALTPETRE.

PlI,ssed October 19, 1776.

On the Petition of Jeremiah Foster and Benjamin Kings-
bury,

,
Resolved, That the several persons appointed to receive

and examine Saltpetre be, and they hereby are, directed to
receive, examine, and pay for any Saltpetre that was pre-
sented to them respectively, on or before the fifth day of
October instant, as though it has been delivered before the
first day of said October, any resolve to the contrary not-
withstanding; the person presenting the same making it ap-
pear to said receive.rs the Saltpetre by them delivered was
completely finished on the last day of September past, and

.
would have been delivered on said last day of September,
had it not been for some accident that happened or mistake
in the time of delivering the same.

RESOLVE ON THE PETITION OF JOHN PERKINS.

Passed October 19, 1776.

On the Petition of John Perkins,
Resolved, That there be paid out of the Treasury of this

State to the said JQhn Perkins £5 16s. 6d., in full for his
loss sustained on Bunker's Hill, on the 17th of June, 1775,
and also £19 in full for his wages from the 1st day of Jan-
uary, 1776,10 the 20th day of September following, which
day the said Perkms arrived home at Hutchinson.

RESOLVE FOR PAYING SAMUEL BELKNAP TWO POUNDS TEN

SHILLINGS.

Passed October 19, 1776,

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the pub-
lick Treasury of this State to Samuel Belknap the sum of
£2 lOs., in full discharge of his;Account fornursing,&c.,
four Soldiers be]onging to Colonel John Stark's Regiment,
as mentioned in said account.

so drawn as fast as the sale of the Salt of said works shall
produce it over and above the charge of carrying them on;
and will submit his accounts to be audited by a Committee
appointed by this Court; or that the said grant be made in
any way which to this honourable Court shall seem most
proper to expedite so great and necessflry work. A nd your
petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.

NATHANIEL WHITAKER.
Sale~, October21, 1776.

.

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the
within Petition, met, and beg leave to report by way of a
resolve:

In the House or Representatives, 1776.
Resolved, That the Petitioner be allowed to draw out of

the publick Treasury of this State the sum of £200, for
the purpose therein mentioned; he, the said petitioner,
giving proper security for the same, payable in three years,
with illterest; but shall be exempted from paying interest
for such sum for thdhst year after receiving it out of said
Treasury; provided said works shall be erected for the
purpose of manufacturing common Salt, within the space of
one year after receiving said moneys.

PETITION OF A NUIIIBER OF THE MILITIA OF F AJ.MOUTH, SCAR-

BOROUGH, GORHAM, AND WINDHAM.

The Petition of a number of the Militia of the Towns of
FALMOUTH, SCARBOROUGH,GORHAM, and WINDHAM, in
the County of CUMBERLAND,in the State of the MASSA-
CHUSETTS-BAY,in NOI,lTH AMERICA, by their Committee
chosen to draw up and exhibit a Petition for the purpose
following, viz:

To the Great and General Court or Assembly for said State:
MAY IT PLEASE YOURHONOURS: Whereas we, the said

Militia, being joined by a number of the Militia from the
eastward, under the command of Colonel Samuel Thomp-
son, did, on the 7th day of ~7J'lay,1775, enter on the beach
at Falmouth, in the County aforesaid, and took from thence,
under the muzzles of the man-of-war's guns, two boats
belonging to one John Colson, an abscondingTory, and
an enemy to this country: we also took possession of the
said Colson'shouse, and took thence a number of barrels
of pitch and sundry articles of dry goods, all which we
conveyed by teams into the country, and there hired a store
for them: we also took possessionof the house of William
Tyng, late Sheriff of said County, another absconding Tory,
who was then on board the man-of-war, aiding and assisting
the said Colson, who was rigging and loading a ship under
the protection of the mao-of-war, and bound to Great Brit-
ain, contrary to tbe resolve of the Continental Congress:
we took fi'om the said Tyng, who is now in the service of
the British King, one large silver cup and one silver
tankard.

And your Honours' petitioners are sensible that the said
goodshave been and still are exposed to loss and spoil; and
as we humbly conceive we are liable to render an account
of said goods to the Legislativepower of this State, we,
your petitioners, therefore humbly pray your Honours that
in your gt'eat wisdom you would give directions that the said
goods may be disposed of, to pay the cost of taking, trans-
porting, and storing, and to what use the overplus money
shall be appropriated.

Dated at Scarborough, the 21st day of October, A. D. 1776.

RICHARD MAYBERRY, LEMUEL MILLIKEN,
JOSEPH RICE, NATHAN POOLE,
JONATHAN MILLIKEN, ENOCH FROSTE,

Committee.

PETITION OF NATHANIEL WHITAKER.

To the honourable Council and House of Representatives of
the Stafe of lVL\SSACHUSETTS-BAY:

The Petition of NATHANIEL WHITAKER, of SALEM:
Whereas the honourable Continental Concrress have re-

o 0
commended makmg common Salt, and tbis Court also have
published a pamphlet, giving a description of tbe process,
and recommending this manufacture to the inhabitants of the
seaport towns; which was printed last April, but hath
hitherto produced no effect known to your petitioner, owing
probably to the great charge of erecting said works, tocrether
with the ~ncertai~ty of a continuance of a price for th~ Salt,
as a free ImportatlQn would render the works of little value; .
but being pers,uadedtbat such an, undertaking is necessary 'PETITION OF JA.MES ARNAUD.

to the well-bemg and safety of this State, and beincrunwil- To the hQ]Jourablethe Connct! of the State of the MAS-
ling t? risk so much as s~~h a manufac~ure will r:quire to . ~ SACHUSETTS-BAY:

erect It, thoerefore your petItioner prays this honourable Court The Petztwn of JAMES ARNAUD, late M?ster of the Ship
to grant hun an order to draw On the Treasury of this State QUEEN-OF-ENGLAND,and brought mto the Port of
from time to time, for such sum or sums of money as he shad BOSTON, humbly showeth:
find necessary to procure a ~:onvenient place, and erect or That one Captain Prince, in a ship belonging to Mr.
prepare works for man~,factufl?g com~on Salt, .aweeable to a ThQmas Russell, hath liberty, and is about proceeding on a
plan n~w before the Court, with ~~dltlon o~ bOllmg pans, not voyage to Cape Franfois~ and your petitioner may have a
exceedmg . ; and yo~r petitioner willo mortgage said passage in said ship: be humbly prays your Honours would
works, and give bond to tills State for replacmg the moneys permit him to take passage in said ship, that he may

FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. III. 26



408 MASSACHUSETTS RESOLVES, &c., OCTOBER 22, 1776. 404

get home to his family again.
pray.

And, as in duty bouml, shall

JAMES ARNAlTD.

IN COUNCIL, October ~l, 1116.-R(~arl, and Ordered,
That the prayer of the Pt'lition be granled, and that the
Petitioner have leave to depart tbis State in a ship owned
by Mr. Thomas Russell, wbereof is COinmander Job Prince,
bound to Cape Franfois. '

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

RESOLVE FOR PAYING THOMAS CRANE, ESQ.., TWENTY-TWO

JJ;UNDRED POUNDS, FOR THE PURCHASE OF SALTPETRE.

Passed October 21, 1776.

Resolved, That there be paid outof tbe publick Treasury
of this State to Thomas Crane, Esq., the sum of £2~OO,
to enable him to pay for the Saltpetre he bas received at
the store near the PowrJer-Mill, in Stoughton, agreeable to
a resolve of the General Court; said Crane to be aceount-
able to this Court for tbe same.

PETITION OF DAVID PEARCE, AND OTHERS.

State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:
To the honourable Council now sitting in W ATEaTOW1'\:

The Petition of DAVID PEARCE, JOHN SMITH, SA:II:UEL
W HITMORE, JOS~~PH ALLEN, DA1'\IEL SERGEANT of CAPE-
ANN, JOHN LANGPQNof PORTSMOUTH,and JOHN COD-
MAN,JR., of BOSTON, humbly showeth:
That your petitioners, owners of tbe scbooner callerl the

Langdon, burtben about fifty tons, armed witb six carriage
guns, ten swivels, five hundred weight of powder, and with
shot in proportion, navigated by fifty men, has on board as
provisions fifteen barrels pork, fifteen barrels beef, three
thousand weight of bread; said schooner is designed to
cruise against the enemies of these United States.

Officers on board are as follows, viz: Samuel Robinson,
Captain; John Saunders, Senior Lieutenant; Samuel Knowl-
ton, Master.

Your' petitioners, therefore, humbly request your Honours
to commission said schooner and commander, for the purposes
above.-mentioned; and, as in duty bound, sball ever pray.

JOHN CODMAN, Jun.,
In behalf of bimself and others concerned.

Boston, October 22d, 1776.

IN COUNCIL, Oc~ober 22, 1776.-Read, and Ordered,
Tbat a Commission be issued out to tbe above-named Sam-
uel Robinsun, as commander of said Schooner Langdon,
he complying witb resolves of Congress.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

",
ORDER TO SHERIFFS FOR RETURNS OF PRISONERS OF WAR.

State of Massachusetts-Ba)", Council Chamber, l
October 22<1, 1776. 5

Ordered, That the Sberiffsof the several Counties witbin
this State be, and bereby are directed to make an immediate
return to this Board of all Prisoners belonging to the land
service of Gl'eat Britain witbin tbeir respective Counties,
with the names of the commissioned and staff officers, and
to what corps belonging, and tbe number of the non~om-
missioned officers and privates, whetber under their imme-
diate care, or under the care of any Committees of Safety or
otbers; and said Sheriffs are further directed and reqUired
to make like re.turnsof aJI Prisoners belonging to the British
Navy; and these returns (of the Navy and Army) you are
to make in separate and distincdists; and said Prisoriers are
to remain in their present situations until further order of
tbis Board.

PETITION OF ABRAHAM WALKER AND ISAIAH WALKER.

To the honourable the Council of the State of MASSACHU-
SETTS-BAY,humbly shows:

That Abraha_m Walker and Isaiah Walker were, some
time in the month of July, 1775, since the present contest
betwee\:lGrfu,tl1r,itfilinaqd these <;olpnies,taken prisonersat
the Light-House, near Boston, and brought before his Excel-
lency General Washington, who, after examining of us, saw
q,t to send us. prisoners to the town of Springfield, in the
County of Hampshire, where as such weh~ve r~m.aine

.di;- -, .,..
'.. -,"

,

ever since. We therefore beg leave to lay before your
Honours our circumstances, who we al'e, and fj'()111whence
we came, donbting not but that al1erwards you will be will-
ing to tal\8 our case into consineration; Be it known, then,
that we both belong to the town of JYlarshfieLJ, in the
County of Plymouth; are one of us a mechanick, tbe olber
a husbandman; both by pmfession Quakers and friends to
tbe rights of mankind; have eaci! of liS families that are
needy and distressed by our uphappy confineuJPnt; by our
profession mean not to take arms on neither side during the
present struggle. Our estates, what we have, have been
taxed to support the common cause,whicb we shall make
no objection to, so long as tbe struggle continues between
Great Britain and the Colonies. Our present confinement,
we humbly conceive, cannot operate in favour nor against
the present conflict, as 001' circumstarices in life are such as
require all our aid and assistan~e to supply the wants of our
several families who, by our misfortune, are reduced to great
straits and difficulties. We hope your Honours wiJl take
our case into your wise consideration, and grant us a release
from our present very disagreeableconfinement.upon our
engaging not to intermeddle in tbe present quarrel; which
we are ready and willing to do, and to give such an assur-
ance tbereof as sball be satisfactory to your Honours; and
we, as in duty bound, sball pray.

A. WERAHAM ALKER,
ISAIAH W.AI.KER.

IN COUNCIL, October 22d, 1776.-Read, and committed.
to Caleb Cushing and Samuel Holton, Esquires, to take the
same under consideration and report.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

The Committee appointed to take under consideration the
Petition of Abraham Walker and Isaiah Walker, ask leave
to report the following Order:

State of Massachusetts-Bay, Council Chamber, l
October 29, 1776. 5

Ordered, Tbat Abraham Walker and Isaiah Walker be
and hereby are discharged from their confinement in the Jail
in Springfield, in the County of Hampshire, upon their
giving bonds, with two sufficient sureties, to the Treasurer of
tbis State, in the sum of one bundred pounds eacb, that they
wiJl \Jot hold any correspondence with the enemies of the
United States of America, or do or say any thing contrary
to the resolves or orders of tbe honourable American Con-
gress, or tbe laws or resolves of tbis State.

Read and accepted. .

JO~N AVE;RY, Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF JO~N COlTLSTON.

State of the MASSACHUSETTs-BAY:
To. the honourable Council of said State, humbly shows JOHN

COLSON, of GLOUCESTER, Mariner:
That Messrs. John Coffin Jones, Stephen Bruce, and

John Winthrop, Jun., together with several other persons,
have fitted out, manned, and equipped a schooner called tbe
Warren, mounting eight carriage guns, and navigated by
sixty men, and lately commandedby William Coas, aDd
returned from a cruise; and that tbe said owners have ap-
pointed your petitioner commander of tbe same scbooner on
another cruise now intending to be made,the said Coos
having resigned tbe command thereof. Your petitioner
thereforeprays y~ur Honours to grant hiill a commission as
commander of tbe same schooner, under tbe restrictions in
that case by tbe resolves of Congress prescribed. And, as
in duty bound, shall ever pray, &c.

JOHN COVLSTON.

IN COUNCIL, October 22d, 1776.-Read, and Ordered,
That a Commission be issued out to the said John Coulston
as Commander of tbe above-named Scbooner, he complying
with the resolves of Congress.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

ORDERS TO CAPTAIN FISH.

Captain JOHN FISH: .
Tbe brigantine Tyrannicide, under your command, being

properly armed and manned, and in other respects fitted for
a cruise,. you are hereby ordered and directed immediately
to proceed to sea, and use your utn-Jost endeavours to pro-
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teet the sea~coastand trade of the United States. And YOll
are also directed to exert yourself in making captures of all
ships and other vessels, goods, wares, and merchandise, be-
longing to the King of Great Britain, or any of his subjects
wherever residing, excepting only the ships and goods of the
inhabitants or Bermuda and the Bahama Islands. And YOll
are directed not to cruise farther to the southward than lati-
tude twelve north, nor farther east than lon!!:itude nine
degrees west from London, nor farther west than the Shoals
of Nantucket; at all times using necessary precaution to
prevent your vessel_from faIling into the hands of the
enemy. .

And whereas you have received a commission authorizing
you to make captures as aforesaid, and a set of instructions _
have been delivered you for regulating your conduct in that
matter, these instructions you are hereby directed diligently
to attend to; and if you are so fortunate as to make any cap-
tUres, you are to order them to make the first safe harbour
within the United States of America. And you are further
ordered not to expend your ammunition unnecessarily, and
only in tim

.

I' of action or firing alarm or signal guns.
In the name and per order of Council:

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.
Council Chamber, October 22, 1776.

PETITION OF LEMUEL PERKINS.

To the honourable the Council of the State of the M ASSA-
CHUSETTS-BAY:

The subscriber humbly prays your Honours to take notice
of his unhappy situation. Confined, by the just determina-
tion of your Honours, to the town of Salem, he is desirous of
the opportunity of supporting himself in his accustomed
business. He might work on shore, but there his service is
less needed and less advantageous to himself and the country.
Seamen are greatly wanted, and within these few days he
has been applied to to go in two different vessels to the east-
ward for wood, but being limited to Salem he was obliged
to refuse the offered employment. One of thes~vessels is
since gone, the other waits ti1I your Honours' pleasure shall
be known. Your petitioner acknowledges the justice of your
Honours' sentence against him, but, praying remission of
further punishment by a longer confinement, begs leave to
assure your Honours that he will no more offend, and hum-
bly hopes YOUI'Honours will gl'ant him enlargement.

And, as in duty bound, shall ever pray, &c.
LEMUEL PERKINS.

Salem, October 21, 1776.

ORDER FOR THE DISCHARGE OF LEMUEL PERKINS.

State of Massachusetts-Bay, Council Chamber, ~
October 22d, 1776. 5

On reading the recommendation of Timothy Pickering,
Jun., Esq., Chairman of the Committee of Safety, &c., of
Salem, respecting the enlargement of Lemuel Perkins, who
was, by an order of this Board of the 22d of February last,
confined to the town of Salem; and also said Perkins's
Petition praying for an enlargement:

Thereupon Ordered, That the said Lemuel Perkins be
and he hereby is discharged from his confinement to the
town of Salem, and the Committee of Safety, &c., of said
town are hereby required to discharge him accordingly.

To the honourable the Council of the State of the MASSA-
CHUSETTS-BAY:

l\hy IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS: Lemud Perkins, of
Salem, Mariner, now by your Honours confined to the town
of Salem, being an able-bodied seaman and a pilot on the
eastern shore, and coasters being greatly wanted for supply-
ing this town with wood, from the want of which multitudes
are much distressed, and he ha ving been repeatedly applied
to to enter as a hand in this employment, we advised him
to petition your Honours for enlargement, and assured him
we would recommend him to your favour, which we now do,
and request that he may be restored, and enjoy the common
privileges of an American, believing that by his future con-
duct he will endea vour to atone for past offences and to merit
YOUI'Honours' approbation.

. By order and in behalf of the Committee of Safety, &c.,
at Salem: Tnl. PICKERING,Jun., Chairman.

Salem, October 21, 1776.

ORDER TO r.EMUEL WrLLIAMS.

State of Massachusetts-Bay, Council Chamher, ~
Watertown, October22, 1776.5

Ordered, That Lemuel W17liums,Esq., be and he hl'reby
is directed to deliver the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull,
Esq., Govemour of the State of Connecticut,or to his order,
one ton of the Sulphur now in his possession belonging to
this State, he giving nis receipt for tbe same, to replace it as
soon as conveniently may be.

RESOLVE FOR PAYING SAMUEL ttARDIN-G £15 18s. 5d.
Passed October 22, 1776.

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the pub-
lick Treasury of this State the sum of £ 15 18s. 5d., to
Samuel Harding, in full discharge of his account for services
done said State while he was Commissary for the troops
stationed at Truro, and in full for his commissionsat two
and a half per cent., as by said account will appear.

PETITION OF JAMES PAYSON AND OTHEItS, INHABITANTS OJ'

ROWLEY.

Colony of the MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

To the honourable Council of the Colony aforesaid, and
House of Representatives, in General Court assembled,

. the 23d of OCTOBER,1776:
The Petition of us; ihe subscribers, members of said Colony,

humbly showeth:
That whereas your peiitioners, beinginhal>itant's of Row-

ley, having by them a considerable quantity of Saltpetre,
which weare ready to affirm was made according to an order
of said Court for the encouragement of the manufactUring of
said article, before the 1st of October, the time prefixed by
the order mentioned above, pray your Honours, as We have
spent much of our time and interest [0 make the same,ac-
cording to YOlJrHonours' desire, arid never knew but that
it would be as acceptable after tbe expiration of said time
as before: thefl~forewe pray your Honours to accept it a.t
the price mentioned in the order referred above. For which
your petitioners, as in duty Qound, shall ever pray for YOU1'
Honours, &c.

JAMES PAYSON,

N ELLSON TODD,

GEORGE JEWETT,

JOSEPH: TODD,

JONATHAN PICKARD,

EPHM. PICKARD.

PETITION OF' SAMUEL ALLYNE OTIS.

To the honourable the Council of the State of the MASSA-
CHUSETTS-BAY:

The Petition of SAMUELALLYNE OTIS, of BOSTON,humbly
showeth:

That soon after the battle of Lexington your petitioner's
apprentice, John Gray, took passage for Ireland, where,
hearing an accommodation. was probable between Great
Britain and the Colonies, he again embarked for his native
land, and through the hardships and sUfferings. of a long
winter voyage, he arrived off Newbury-Port, when he was
made prisoner, arid confined to the common prison tbere.
But being only a passenger, and hiving nothing on board
but some stores for his own subsistence, (which, by the way,
were all taken from him,) and upon the representation of
your petitioner, the Council were pleased to permit his im"
prisonment should be changedfrom Newbury Jail to Barn"
stable town, (sad alternative!) laying the prisoner, as wen
as your petitioner, under the heavy bonds of one thousand
pounds. In this imprisonment be has remained, with the
strictest obedience to the order of Council, near seven
months, to the great dama-geand expense of your petitioner,
as he wants his said apprentice's service, and is moreover
obliged to support him at board, said Gray being stripped of
al\ his property when taken. Wherefore your Honours'
petitioner prays that said Gray may be enlarged, your peti-
tionerdischarged of his bonds, and enabled to avail himself
of the services of his apprentice. And, as in duty bound,
shall ever pray, &c.

Your Honours' most humble servant, SAM.A. OTIS.
Boston, 29th September, 1776.

IN COUNCIL, October 17th, i 776.-Read, and thereupon
Ordered, That Henry Gardner, Esq., be a Committee to

.
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take the above Petition unrleJ;..consideration, and report what
is necessary to be done there-on.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

IN COUNCIL, October 22d, 1776.-Resolved, Tbat John
Gray, confined in tbe town of Barnstable by an order of
Council, last, be and hereby is released
from his confinement in said town, a.nd that the said John
Gray be permitted to return to Boston, Mr. Samuel A. Otis
giving his word of honour that the said John shall not asso-
ciate or correspond witb, or any ways aid 01' assist, the ene-
mies of this State, or do any thing detrimental to this or the
United States of America.

IN COUNCIL, October 23d, 1776.-Read and accepted.
JOHN AVERY,Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF OFFICE~S AND SOLDIERS OF COLONEL MAR-

SHALL'S REGIMENT.

To the honourable Council of the State of theMASSACHU-
SETTS-BAY:

.

The Petition of the Officers and Soldiers belonging to the
Regiment whereof1:HoMAs MARSHALL,Esq., is Colonel,
humbly showeth:
That your petitioners did cheerfully engage in the service

of this State, in expectation tbat according to establishment
they should be served with good provision; but for some time
past your petitioners have been served with pork (whicb is
one principal part of our provision) that is very bad and
unfit for use, being pork tbat was taken in an Irish prize
and was designed for tbe British troops, but by reason of
bad weather was on ship's board for many months in the
West-Indies; and although it passed the inspection of gen-

-t\emen of undoubted judgment, yet your Honours' petitioners
im'agine they must either haveseen the best part of the pork,
or have seen it before it got so far damaged as it is at present,
and therefore your petitioners humbly pray that your Hon-
ours would, direct, that instead of said pork, they may be
served with provisions that is suitable for men in the service
of this State.

.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will
ever pray.

GAML. BRADFORD, Lieut. Col., per order.
Castle Island, October 22d, 1776.

In Council, October 23, 1776,

On the Petition of the Officers and Soldiers in the Regi-
ment whereof Thomas Marshall, Esq., is Colonel:

Read, and Ordered, That the Commissary-General be,
and he hereby is directed to employ Messrs. Wheelwright
and Barnard to examine the Pork complained of in the
above Petition; and if tbey can't attend, to employ some
suitable persons to examine tbe same and see wbether it is
merchantable, and make report.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

Boston, October 24, 1776.

By virtue of the within order of Council, we have sur-
veyed eight barrels, and find the pork good and sweet, except
two barrels of which damaged for want of pickle.

WHEELWRIGHT & BARNARD.

We the subscribers, being a Committee appointed by the
Honourab]e General Lincoln and 1\11'. Commissary Devans
to inspect a quantity of pork in the Commissary's store
complained of as bad and unfit for use, have attended that
service and criticaJly examined the pork, and are of opinion
that it is sweet and good, and tbat it ought to be received
by tbe troops without complaint.

D,\VID SPEAR,
JOSI. WHITNEY,
JAMES DALTON,
Tuos. CRAFTS.

Boston, JuJy 20, 1776.

The pork appears to me to be eatable, but not of the
best kind of merchantable.

THOS. MARSHALL.

RESOLVE FOR PAYMENT OF LOSSES ON BUNI(ER'S HILL.

Passed October 23, 1776.

Resolved, That tbere be paidto eachperson undernamed
.

out of tbe publick Treasury of tbis State, the sum set to eac!;
name in fuJl discharge of their accounts for losses sU$tained

at the battles of Lexington and Bunker's Hi", viz: to Ben~
jamin Willington, £~ 12s.; to John Muzzay, £ 1 9s.; to
Lucy Parker, £ 1 lIs.; to William Tld, £ I 6s.; to Marret
Munro, £2 2s.; to Samuel Frost, £7; to Aaron Jewet,
£2; to Seth Russel, £6 10s.; to Ephraim Robbins, £3;
to Mary Gardner, £5; to John Goddard, £~ 4s.; to Eli-
phalet Downe'r, £2 ]2s.

RESOLVE TO ENCOURAGE MEN TO COlSTINUE IN THE SERVICE.

Passed October 23, 1776.

Resolved, That tbe se\'eral Committees appointed to re~
pail' to the Armies at or near NeUJ-York and TI:couderoga,
be instructed, on their arrival at tbe Armies aforesaid, re~pec-
tively, to consult witb the General and Commander-in-Chief
of the Army on the necessity of continuing in service the
men belonging to this State, and now engaged till the 17th
of November and 1st of December next, until the Jst day of
February next; and if it shall be thought necessary or
advisable there, to endeavour to prevail with them to engage
to remain in the said service till the 1st of February next,
and for their encouragement to engage to continue to that
time, that the said Committees be, and hereby are empow-
ered, in .behaff of this State, to offer and engage to each Non-
Commissioned Officer and Soldier of the forces aforesaid
an addition of twenty Shillings per month to the wages now
established for them, to be paid out of the Treasury of this
State, to commence from the 17th of November next, and
to continue for the time they shaJl so engage for and serve
in case they shall not be sooner discharged.

RESOLVE ON THE PETITION FOR THE TOWN OF FALMOUTH.

Passed October 23, 1776.

Resolved, That one half the Tax laid by this Court on the
inhabit,ants of the town of Falmouth for the year 1775, be,
and hereby is remitted to them. And the Assessors of said
town are hereby empowered and directed to abate the same
from the.,severa] persons in the Rate Bill, in such a manner
as they shall think most reasonable and just, givingprevious
notice of the time and place at wbich tbey shall agree to sit
to make such abatements.

RESOLVE ON THE PETITION OF JAMES SIKES.

Passed October 23, 1776.

Resolved, That there be paid out oftbe publick Treasury
of this State to Captain James Sikes, in addition to what
was orderea to be paid him September 6, last past, by this
Court, to enable him to pay for the Saltpetre made in the
Counties of Hampshire and Berkshire, and brought him
before the 1st day of October instant, the sum of £] 668
16s. 3d., to enable him to pay for the same so brouO'bt him
as aforesaid, and account with this Court for tbe sar:e; and
also a further sum of £7 17s. in full discharge of the witbin
Account.

PETITION OF ISAAC HARPER.

To the honourable Members of the CQuncil and House of
Representatives for the State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

The most humble Petition of ISAAC HARPER humbly showeth:
That your petitioner on the evacuation of the town of

Boston did remain with his family; and as he was determined
to demean himself in an orderly manner, accordinO' to such
regulations as might be established, so he firm]y"'hoped to
receive tbat protection and security for his self and propel'ty
as his conduct naturally and justly demand. That however
guiltless your petitioner was of an~ ~pecies of offence, yet
he was, at tbe lllstance of some malicIOUS person or persons
procured to be committed to close confinement; but for wha~
reason or under what pretext, he is utterly at a Joss to deter-
mine. That your petitioner is languishing in a close con-
fine.IToJent,,in ~ant of many nec~ssaries of life; that your
petltloner s wIfe, daughter, and III short the whole of his
family, are at this time very sickly, and having no other
dependence but himself for their support, must soon become
objects of great distress.

Your petitioner therefore most humbly pray, that this true
account of the condition of his suffering family may melt
your Honours into speedy determination for their relief of
them. That benevolence which so strongly mark your
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Honours' characters, makes your petitioner not doubtful of
immpc]iatp relief, which will hind your petitioner to pray for
such tPlldpr-heaned and compassionate geRtleman, and you
may rtepend on his being very orderly and duly obedient to
your regulations of government.

ISAAC HARPER.

IN COUNCIL, October 24, 1776,-Read, and thereupon
Resolved,. That Benjamin Austin, Esq., with such as the
honoLJr<lhle House shall join, be a Committee to take under
consideration the within Petition, and report what is neces-
sary to he done thereon.

Sent down for concurrence.
JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary..

nESOJ,VE ENCOURAGING SOLDIERS TO REMAIN IN SERVICE.

Passed October 24, 1776.

Whereas this Court did by their Reso]ve of the 23d
instant order that the. several Committees appointed to
repair to the Army at or near New- York and Ticonderoga,
shoultl be instructed, if it should be thought necessary and
advisable by the Commanders-in-Chief in each Am.IY re~
spectively, to endea\'our to eng~ge the. me~ belonging to
this State who are now engaged III service till the nth of
November and first of December next, to remain in said
sen'lce till the 1st of February next, and to offer and en-
gage to each Non-Commissioned Officer and'~rivate ~oldi~r
who shall engage to serve till the last-mentioned tIme, III
addition of twenty Shillings per month to the wages now
established for them, to commence from the 17th November
and 1st of December next respectively: And it is now ap-
prehended that the intentions of said Resolve will be more
fully answered by altering the times of the commencemen~
of such additional pay:

It is thereforeResolved, That tbe additional pay offered by
tbat resolve to said Non-Commissioned Officers and Private
Soldiers, shall commence from the time eaeh such officer or
soldier respectively shall engage to remain in said service,
and to be continued to them for tbe time they shall so
engage for and serve, in case they shall not be sooner dis-
charged, any thing in the afore-mentioned resolve to the
contrary notwithstanding.

RESOLVE RELATivE TO APPREHENDING DESERTERS.

Passed October 24, 1776.

Resolved, That the Sberiffs and Deputy Sberiffs in the
several Counties in this State, and the Constables of the
several Towns within the same, be, and they hereby are,
required and directed to give their aid and assistance to the
Committees of Correspondence, Inspection, and Safety, of
any of the Towns within their respective precincts, when-
ever called upon by them, for the purpose of apprehending
and securing any Deserters from the Army that shall be found
witbin their limits.

PE1.'ITION OF S,TEPHJi;N RICE AND JAMES WOODS.

To the honourable Council and the honourable House of
Representatives of the State of the MASSACHUSETTS-
BAY, in NEW-ENGLAND, humbly show:

Stephen Rice and James Woods, in behalf of tbemselves
and partners, owners of a furnace at Hardwick, in the
County of Worcester, that your pt'titioners have agreed to
furnisb the Commissary-General of this State with a large
quantity of cannon-ball and other warlike stores, a part of
which we have already supplied, which are allowed to be
of the very best kind. We have with great difficulty, by
reason of tbe scarcity of labour, procured stock for making
another blast, which has been attended with considerable
additional expense by reason of the large draughts of men
which have been made from among us. Weare at this
present time just entering on said blast; and understanding
that this honourable Court have ordered one half of the
Militia of the said County of "Vorc~ster to march to Ticon-
deroga on an alarm, it will be impossible to proceed in
carrying on our blast should one half of the Militia of Hard-
wick and New-Braintree be ordered to march.

Wherefore your petitionet's pray that thirty persons, which
is the number employed in carrying on the business of said
furnace, may excuse from the present or a future requi-

sition of men, during-our present blast, from said towns of
llardwick al](1New-Braintree. Ann .lour petitioners, as in
duty bound, shall ever pray.

S RTEPHEN ICE,
JAMES WOUDS.

Dated at Watertown, October 25th, 1776.

ORDER TO RICHARD DERBY, JUN.

State of Massachusetts-Bay, Council Chamber, ?
. October 25th, 1776. 5

The Committee appointed to take into consideration a
letter from the Honourable Richard Derby, Jun., Esquire,
have attended that st'rvice, and report, as their opinion, that
the said Richard Derby be, and he hereby is directed to
file a libel according to law against the pt'ize brig Henry and
Ann, in the Maritime Court for the Middle District; and
tbe said R. Derby is also empowel'ed to take all the papers
belonging to said prize brig now in the hands of Mr. Lang-
don, Judge of the Maritime Court for the Eastern District,
and tb.e said Langdon is hereby ordered and directed -to
deliver to Mr. Derby, or his order, the said papers accord-
ingly immediately on an application being made therefor.

Read and accepted:
JOHN AVERY,Deputy Secretary.

PETITION O)f MILES GREENWOQD.

To the honourahle the Council of Safety of the State of
the MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

The Petition of MILES GREENWOOD,of SALEM, humbly
showeth:

Tbat your petitioner, in company with Joseph White,
Ichabod Nichols, and Jonathan Ingersoll, all of said Salem,
hath fitted for sea a private sloop of war called the Revenge,
bUl'then ninety tons, whereof Benjamin Dean is intended to
be commander, mounted with eight carriage guns carrying
a four-pound shot, navigated by sixty men, provided with
thre~ hundred pounds weight of gunpowder, five hundred
shot, twenty barrels of pork, twenty barrels of bread, twenty
barrels of beef.

Your petitioner's humble prayer, therefore, is, that the
said Benjamin Dean may be commissioned Captain of the
said private sloop-of~war Revenge. And your petitioner,
as in duty bound, shall ever pray.

MILES GREENWOOD.
Salem, Octo~er 25th, 1776.

IN COUNCIL, October 26th, 1776.-Read, and Ordered,
That the prayer of the Petition be granted, and that a Com-
mission be issued out to the said Benjamin Dean within-
mentioned, as Commander of the said Sloop called the
Revenge, he complying with the resolves of Congress.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

ORDER TO COLONEL HERRICK.
State of Massachusetts-Bay, Council Chamber, ?

October 25, 1776. 5
To Colonel BENny HERRICK:

SIR: You are hereby directed and required immediately
to discharge the officers and private soldiers of your regi-
ment that, by an order of this Board o(...the 20th day of
July last, was ordered into the Jines in the town of Beverly;
and the said officers and soldiers al'e hereby discharged from
the duty assigned them by said order; and the Selectmen of
the town of Beverly are hereby discharged from supplying
said officers and soldiers with pro\'isions, &c., as directed in
said order.

'

In the name and per order of Council :
JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

RESOLVE RELATIVE TO CAPTAIN OBRIEN'S ROL~S.

Passed October 25, 1776.

On the Petition of Jeremiah Obrien and John Lambert,
Resolved, That Captain Jeremiah Obrien, commander of

the Sloop Machias Liberty, and Captain hhn Lambert,
commander of the Sloop Diligent, who ha ve been employed
in the service of this State, together with the rest of their
officers and. sea-coast men, under their respective commands
be, and hereby are, directed to rnak.e up their rolls on
the same establislHnent, from and after the first day of Feb-
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ruary, and sixteenth day of 1Jfarch, with the other officers
and seamen in the service of the SLate.

RESOLVE ALLOWING FOR LOSSES ON BUNKER'S HILL.

Pa~sed October 25, 1776.

Rcsolved That there be allowed and raid out of the

pl1blick T/easury to LieUtenant Ebcnezcr Vernum thirtr-
three shillings, and to Josiah Foster two poun?S fiv~sill1-
lings, in full for the losses they sustained respectIVely 10 the
battle on Bunker's Hill, on the 17th June, 1775.

R.ESOLVE FOR SUPPLYING GENERAL SCHUYLER WITH NAILS.
Passed October 25, 1776.

Whereas General Schuyler, by a letter to the Selectmen
of the town of Boston, acquaints them that Barracks and a
variety of buildings are constructing, bot greatly retarded
for want of Nails, and that he has sent the bearer, Captain
Joseph Torry, to procure what quantity he can, and entreats
the favour of the Selectmen to afford him their aid in making
the purchases and procuring the carriages to convey them to
Saratoga; and the said Selectmen having acquainted the
Board that they have made strict inquiry, and can find but
very few Nails in the towo, and that they don't see it possi-
ble to procure the quantity which is wanting for General
Schuyler, but by taking those that are lat~ly carried in as
prize at Newbzuyport: And whereas there IS a large quan-
tity on board the said prize, lately arrived at Newburyport,
which being the property of private perso/Js, who are not
yet qualified to dispose of the same, (not being allowed to
break bulk until lawfully condemoed in a Maritime Court:)
And whereas the publick service requires that General
Schuyler should be immediately supplied with Nails, and
the usual forms for condemnation of prizes taken and brought
into harbour, cannot at this time be attended to:

It is therefore Resolved, That the Judge of the Maritime
Court in the Middle District of this State be, and he is hereby
authorized and directed to order that the said prize vessel now
in Newburyport, be so far unloaded as to take out of her such
a quantity of said Nails as win be sufficient to answer the
present urgent call from General Schuyler.

And it is further Resolved, That a Committee be appointed
to repair with Captain Torry to Newburyport, there to assist
him in contractingwith the owners or agents of said prize
vessel for the quantity hewants, and set the price of said Nails,
which price ma}"bestated astwo or more indifferent men shall
judge, or as the remainde~ of s<lid.Nails may h~reafLerbe
disposed of, either at pubJrck auction or otherwise. And
the aforesaid Committee are directed to give Captain Torry
all the assistance in their power to procure Teams to trans-
port the said Nails to Saratoga as soon as possible.

RJ,:SOLVEAPPOINTINGA COMMISSARY FOR SEA-COAST MEN
STATIONED AT NEWBURYPORT.

Passed October 23, 1776.

Whereas by a Resolve of the General Court passed the
27th of June last, there was a company of Sea-Coast Men
established at Newburyport, and there was not then, nor has
been since, any,Commissary appointed for said company:
Therefore,.

Resolved, That Mr. Nathaniel Tracey he Commissary of
said company from this time until their inlistment is out;
and that Captain ltloses Nowell, who has, since the raising
of said company, supplied them with provisions and other
necessaries,be allowed to exhibit his accouot of supplies to
this Court, or ~uch Committee as shall be by them appointed,
for. examination and payment.

RESOLVE APPOINTING A COMMITTEE TO RECORD CERTIFI- I
CATES, &c., REI,ATIVE TO WOUNDED MEN.

Passed October 25, 1776.

Resolved, That a Joint Committee of Loth Houses be
annually chosen, whose duty it shall be from time to time
to receive, examine, and record, in a book provided for that
purpose, all certificatf:'s that may be presented to them by
any commissioned offic~er, non-commissioned officer, or pri-
vate soldier, mal"ine,. or seaman, .",ho has been wounded
while in the servict: of the United States of America, by sea

or land' and havinO" examined into the nature and degree
of thei/wounds so ~ceived,~hall make report to this Court,
as soon as may be, what they shall judge ought to be their
allowance or pension; and after order is taken thereon, shall
record the same in the book aforesaid, agreeable to the
resolve of Congress.

RESOLVEON THE PETITION OF TItE COMMITTEE OF DEER-
ISLAND.

Passed October 25, 1776.
Resolved, That the Committee of Deer-Island be, and

they hereby are, authorized and empowered (if they thi~k
proper) to libel in the Maritime Court for the Eastern DIs-
trict the Sloop Sall/, belonging to Nathan Jones, taken by
said Committee on the 30th day of August, 1775, for the
breach of Continental and other Resolutions. And the
said Court is hereby authorized and empowered to hear and
determine the justice of the said capture, to aJI intents and
purposes, as fully as if the said sloop had been libeled
within the time limited by law for that purpose. And
whereas the said Committee have represented that the said
Nathan Jones hath, in many instances, both by words and
other ways, discovered himself to be inimical to the interest
of the United States of America, the said Committee are
hereby directed to take testimonies, properly authenticated,
respectinO" Lbe same, and that the said Committee transmit
the same~ as soon as may be, to the General Court of this
State. ;

RESOI.VE FOR SUPPLYING THE MILITIA, IN THE COUNTY OF
BERKSHIRE, WITH ARMS AND AMMUNITION.

Pass~d October 26, 1776.

Whereas it is highly probable there may soon be occasion
for a number of tbe Militia from this State to march in sup-
port of the Continental Army acting in the Northern
Department; and as there is reason to apprehend that the
Militia in some of the western counties are not so amply
prDvided with Arms and :\Iilitary Supplies as to march speed-
ily to the assistance of their brethren. in the Army, if called
upon for that purpose:

Therefore, Resolved, That the Commissary-General of this
State be directed to cause to be transported iQtothe County
of Berkshire, two hundred Fire-Arms, pOl' thousand weight
of Gunpuwder, and one thousand weigh-t of Leaden, Balls, to
the care of Timothy Edwards, Jerathrneel Woodbndge, and
Samuel Brown, Esquires, of Stockbridge, or either of themJ
to be disposed of to such of the inhabitants of said, Cou~ty
as are destitute of Arms, &c., at the rates followmg, VIZ:

The Fire-Arms at such price as he or they shall judge them
to be worth; the Powder atfive shillings per pound; and the
Leaden Ball at the rate of fifty shillingsper hundred weight;
and that the said Timothy Edwards, Jerathmeel Woodbridge,
and Samuel Brown, be directed to give publick notice in
said County of said articles being deposited in their hands
for the purposes before mentIoned; and that he be account-
able to the GeneralAssemblyof this State for the same.

RESOLVE ON THE PETITION OF LEVI ALLEN.

. Passed October 26, 1776.

On the Petition of Levi Allen,
Resolved, That Henry Gardner, Esq., the Treasurerof

this State, be and he is hereby directed to exchange one hun-
rlred and twenty p0LIOds of Silver or Go!d from the publick
Treasury, for the same sl1m he may receive fro~ Mr. Levi
Allen in paper Bills of Credit of any of the Umted St(ltes,
agreeable to the request of said Allen.

RESOLVE FOR APPOINTING A BOARD OF WAR.

Pl\ssed October 26, 1776.

Whereas the present exigencies of our affairs, and the
war we al'e by the injurious- and crnel conrluct of Britain
forced into, for the defence of every thing dear. to us, make
it necessary that we should adopt the best measures for
conrlucting the war with the greatest secrecy, despatch, and
economy:

It is, therefore, Resolved, That nine persons be appointed
by joint ball~t of both HOl1sesof Assembly, as a Committee,

undel' the title of a Board of \VaI', who shall keep in Boston)
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or surh othE'r place or places as toe General Court may
order, or the said Board shall 6nd nece%lry, a publick offiee
for the pm'pose herealter IHt'lI~ioned,and continue as a COIII-
mittee forthese purpOs(~Suntil the twentieth day of June next,
and until others shall be appointed, subject neverthele:;s to a
discharge at any time by the General Assemhly of this State,
whose business it shall be, and they, or the major part of
them, are hereby empowerE'd to order and direct the opera-
tions of the Forces in the pay of this State, ooth by sea and
land, by giving the Commanders of the Troops, Ual'l'isons,
and Vessels of War, such orders for their conduct and cruises,
from time to tillie, as they shalllliink proper, sueh ord.-,'s to
be signed in their name by the President of said Board, or,
in his absence, by the member thereof officiating as Presi-
dent pro tempore; such Land Forces, nevertheless, shall not
be sent out of this State without the express consent of the
Genel'al Assembly thereof; and shall order the Commissary
to furnish them, and also the Militia, upon extraordinary
occasions, with all warlike and other Stores, Pl'Ovisions,and
Clothing, that shall appear to them proper and necessary:
And for the more effectually enabling them to do this
business,

[(is (lls()ResQlved, That the said Committee or Board of
War, or the major part of them, shall procure or cause to be
procured, Provisions, Arms, Cannon, Ammunition, Clothing,
a.nd all other articles necessary for carrying on the war by
st)a and land; for which pm'pose they shaH take up, or may
purchase, load, and fit Olltwith suitable cargoes, such vessels
as shall appear to them proper fOI"importing said articles
from other States, they not amounting in the whole to a
greater sum than shall from time to time be granted by the
Gen~ral Assembly and appropriated for those purposes;
which articles, when procured, shall be lodged with th~
Commissary of this State, who shall store them in.such safe
and convenient places for the defence of this State as said
Committee or Board of War shall order; and then with such
articles belongingto this State now in his hands, fromtime
to time, deliver out according to the orders of said Commit-
tee, and also procure any such articles as said Committee
shall direct.

And it is further Resolved, That the Secretary and Com-
missary of this State make such returns to said Committee
without delay as they shall from time to time require: and
all officers in the service and pay of this State, by sea or
land, are hereby required to be obedient and subject to such
Qrders as they shall from time to time receive from the said
Committee or Board of War, with the limitations aforesaid,
which Committee shall keep in books for that purpose
provided, fair and clear entri~sof all orders issued, and
returns ma.de, and also of all their proceedings, and of all
the miljtary and warlike stores and provisions belonging to
this State, and the places where deposited. And said Com-
mittee or Board of War shall produce books and render
account of their doings to the General Assembly of this
State whenever and so often as they shall be thereunto
required. And foithe more effectually carrying into execu-
tion the purposes aforesaid, the said Committee or Board of
War, or the major part of them, shall be, and hereby are,
empowered to draw warrants on the Treasurer of this State
for such sums of mon~y as the Geperal Assembly shall ap-
propriate for that purpose, and th~ said Treasurer is hereby
directed to pay the same: the said Committee or Board of
War to be accountable to the General Assembly of this
State for the expenditure thereof. And the said Committee,
or the major part of them, are hereby empowered to take up
or (if need be) impress any Horses, Cattle, and Carriages,
and such other articles as the exigencies of the publick ser-
vice may require. .

And it is also Resolved, That any five, and not less, of
said Committee or Board of War, shall be a quorum, and
vested with full powers to act in all cases; and their doings
shall be as valid in all respects as jf the whole were pre-
sent.

And it is also further Resolved, That a Secretary, and,
if need be, one or more Clerks, to said Board of War shall
be appointed by the said Board, and shall have such allow-
ances for their services as the General Assembly of this
State shaH order; and such Secretary and Clerks shall, be-
fore they enter on their respective offices, take and subscribe
the following oath or affirmation, before anyone of the
Council of this State or the Chairman of the said Board <;If

War, who al'e hereby empowered to administer the same, a
certificate whereof shall be 61ed in said office, viz: .

"I, A B, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that r will not,
directly 0/' indirectly, divulge any matter or thing which
shaH COllie to lilY know ledge as Secretary (or CI~l'k) of the
Board of War established by the State of Massachusetts-
Bay, without the leave of the Board of War or by the rJirec-
tion of the General Assembly of this :-'tate: and that I will
faithfully {'xecute my said office, according to the best of my
skill andjlld~ment. So help me God; (or this I affirm) on
the pains and penalties of perjury.

" WILOessmy lland, this day of A. D. 17 ."

RESOLVE FOR RAISING THREE OF THE FIFTEEN BATTALIONS

ASSESSED THIS STATE.

Passed October 26. 1776,

Whereas it is necessary that measures be immediately
taken to complete the raising the prop0rLionof men assillned
this State by the honourable Congress with the gre~test
despatch: .

It is therefore Resolved, That the Field Officers for three
Battalions be appointed by this Court as soon as may be,
and that Brigadier Farley, Captain Josiah Stone, Colonel
Orne, Doctor Dunmore, and MI'. Davis, be a Committee,
whose business shall be, after suitable ilJquiri~ to appoint
the Captains and Subalterns for the Companies of three Bat-
talions, on the conditions hereafter mentioned, and to give
the said Captains and Subalterns beating orders for raising
their respective Companies from men belonging to this State,
upon the terms and for the time proposed by the honourable
Congress by their resolves of the 16th, 18th, and 19th of
September last. Each of said Captainsand Subalternswho
shall inlist OlRn as aforesaid, and who shall return the ori-
ginal inlistment to the above Committee, and shall not be
commissioned, shall be entitled to and receive from the State
six shillings for each man he shall so inlist and that shall
pass muster, and each corps of officers for a Company con-
sisting of one Captain, one First LieUtenant, one Second
Lieutenant, and one Ensign, raising 'a Company equal to
the number established by Congress for a Company, on or
before the 15th day of December next, to be entitled to
receive their respective commissions agreeable to their ap-
pointments by said Committee; the said officers once every
fortnight, or oftener, as the said Committee shall direct,
making return of the men so inlisted to said Committee,
and lodging with them the original inlistments, and not to
be entitled to said commissions unless they inlist a sufficient
number of men to complete a Company as aforesaid. And
the said Committee shall make returns of their doings into
the Secretary's office by the 17th day of December next.

And it is further Resolved, That the said Committee be
and they are hereby empowered, at the expiration of the
term above-mentioned for completing inlistments bytbe
several corps of officers for that purpose appointed, to deliver
commissions to such as shall have completed inlistments for
a full Company; and in all cases where Captains, Lieuten-
ants and Ensigns designed for a Company have inlisted a
number of men less than a number a Company is to consist
of, the said Committee are hereby empowered to form them
into companies and to distribute the commissions to the
officers in such manner as to them shall seem most condu-
cive to the service, giving preference to such corps of officers
as shall have raised the most men.

And it is further Resolved, That the Commission Officers
of each Company who shall receive commissions from the
Committee aforesaid, shall appoint the Non-Commissioned
Officers in their Companies respectively.

And it is further Resolved, That said Committee be and
they are hereby directed to transmit from time to time to this
Conrt accounts of the success of their undertaking; of the
difficulties or embarrassments, ifany there be, attending the
completing the levies aforesaid, and of the reasons thereof.
that measures may be immediately taken to remove th;. .

same.
It is also Resolved, That each Non-Commissioned Officer

and Private Soldier who shall inlist into the Continental ser-
vice as aforesaid, shall be entitled to and receive from this
State, one Blanket annually, or eighteen Shillincrs in case he
shall procure one for himself and produce a certificate thereof
fl'om the Captain of the Company to which he belongs to
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the Paymaster of the Regiment, provided Congress shaH
not make provision for the same.

And it is further Resolved, That each Non-Commissioned
Officer and Private Soldier who shall inlist into tbe Conti-
nental service as aforesaid, shall be entitled to, and receive
from the Treasury of this State twenty Shillings per month,
to be paid him or his order every six months during his con-
tinuance in the service, in addition to the pay and encour-
agement already granted by Congress, provided Congress
shall not make any addition to the wages as established on
or before the 19th of September last; and in case the Con-
gress shall make an increase of wages less than twenty shil-
lings per month, this State will supply the deficiency, and
cause the same to be paid them as aforesaid.

And it is further Resolved, That the several Corps of
Officers to whom Beating Orders may be given by virtue
of the foregoing Resolves, be and they are hereby empow-
ered to inlist men from the several Regiments and Compa-
nies in this State in tbe land service, except the Regiment
of Artillery under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel
Crafts, either in the pay of tbis or the United American
States; and the men serving in either of said Regiments or
Companies, except as above excepted, are hereby allowed

,
and permitted to inlist, if they see fit, immediately into the
service in the aforegoing Resolves referred to, any previous
engagements_ to form in either of said Regiments or Compa-
nies to the cnntrary notwithstanding.

PETITION OF JOHN TURNER.

State of the MASSA.CHUSETTS-BAY:
To the honourable the Council and House of Representa-

tives in General Court assembled, OCTOBER the 28, 1176,
humbly shows JOHN TURNER, of PEMBROKE,in the Coun-
ty of PLYMOUTH:
That your petitioner has two sons in the Continental ser-

vice as soldiers, and one son stationed at the Garnet, in
Captain William Weston's company; and as your petitioner
has no son or servant left at home to take care of his family
and business, and as the fort at the Garnet is almost finished:
Wherefore your petitioner pray~ that his son Job Turner,
who is stationed at the Garnet, may be discharged from that
company, and have liberty to return home, he drawing his
wages for the time has been in the service. And, as in
duty bound, shaH ever pray. J TOHN URNER.

PETITION OF THE SEL"ECTMEN OF BEVERLY.

To the honourable Great and General Court of the State
of the MASSACHUSETTs-BAY:

The Petition of the Selectmen of the Town of BEVERLY,
in the name and bthalf of said Town, most humbly show-
eth:
That whereas the Fourteenth Regiment in the service of

the United States of America, commanded by Colonel Glo-
ver, was some time in July last ordered to march from this
town, where we bad for some time been stationed for the
safety and protection thereof, to the State of New- York, to
join the grand Army there, by which means this town was
left destitute of any forces to guard on their sea-coast, which
is very extensive and greatly exposed, the town petitioned
to the honourable Council of this State (the Great and Gen-
eral Court not then setting) for some relief and assistance,
who, with their usual benevolence, on the 20th of July last
ordered Colonel Henry Herrick, Colonel of the Eighth Re-
giment in this County, to march a number of the Militia in
said regiment into the lines within this town, not exceeding
sixty, to guard within the same, &c., till further order of the
Council; which was accordingly done; and they have
guarded and performed their duty to the date hereof, when,
by order of the honourable Council, they were discharged;
by which means we are left destitute of men, and in a most
unhappy situation, extending six miles on the sea-coast very
convenient for landing of troops, &c. The settlers along-
shore tbe most of that distance built breastworks and forts,
procured cannon and warlike stores, and placed them in the
same, anti by far the greater part of the able-bodied men
belonging to the town ill the puhlick service or gone to
sea, by which means we are reduced to a most defenceless
state.

- -
We therefore do most humbly pray tbat the honourable

Court would be pleased to grant us a company of sea-coast
men, or such a number of men as they shall think necessary,
or order in the Militia to our assistance, or devise such ways
and means for the safety and protection of tbis tOlVn as they
in their great wisdom shall think best, as we in duty bound
shall ever pray.

.
BENJA. SMITH,

~
EDM'D GILES, Selectmen of BEVERLY.
JOSEPH WOOD,

PETITION OF OLIVER AI,LEN" AND OTHERS.

State of MASSACHUSETTs-BAY:

To the honourable the Council now sitting in W ATER1'OWN:

The Petition of OLIVER ALLEN and EDWARD HAMMOND,

of ROCHESTER, and ISRAEL FERING, JOSHUA BRIGGS,

and DAVID NYE, of WENHAM, humblyshoweth:
That your petitioners, owners of the sloop called the

True Blue, burthen about fifty-five tons, armed with six
carriage guns and eight swivels, three hundred weight of
powder, and with shot and langrage in proportion, navigated
by (orty men; has on board as provisions thirty-five barrels
of beef and pork, and three thousand weight of bread. Said
sloop is designed to cruise against the enemies of the United
States of America.

Officers on board are as follows, viz: Oliver Allen, Com-
mander; John Walls, First Lieutenant; Barnebas Batcs,
SeC{)nd Liputenant; John Carver, Master.

Your petitioners therefore humbly prays your Honours to
commission said sloop and commander, for the purposes
above-mentioned. And, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.

OLIVER ALLEN,

In behalf of himself and others concerned.
Watertown. October 28th, 1776.

IN COUNCIL, Octl)ber 28th, I 776.-Read, and Ordered,
That the prayer of the al1o\'e Petition be granted, and that
a Commission be issued Ollt to the said Oliver Allen as
Commander of said Sloop, he, the said Allen, complying
with the resolves of Congress.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

PERr.nSSION FOR LEVI ALLEN TO GO TO HALIFAX.

State of Massachuselts-Bay, Council Chamber, ~
October . 5

Whereas application have been made by Mr. Levi Allen
to this Board that he lIlay have liberty granted him to pro-
ceed to Halifax, in order for tbe relief of his brother, Colonel
Ethan Allen, and eighteen other prisoners with bim at
Halifax, and to procure the release of bis said brother and
the rest of those unha ppy sufferers with him in Jail:

Therefore, Ordered, Tbat the above-named Mr. Let,i
Allen be and he hereby is permitted to go from this State
to Halifax fot. the purposes above-mentioned; and it is
hereby recommended to the Commanders of all armed and
other vessels to let the said Mr. Levi Allen pass unmo-
lested to Halifax, and from thence to this State.

RESOLVE ALLOWING "RUTH PARKER £7 148.9d.
Passed October 28, 1776.

On the Petition of Ruth Parker,
Resolved,That there be allowed and paid to her, out of

the Treasury of this State, the sum of £7 14s. 9d., in full
for the loss her late husband sustained on Bunker-Hill.

RESOLVE ALI,OWING JOSEPH TRIP, A WOUNDED SOLDIER,
THIRTEEN POUNDS.

Passed October 28, 1776.

. Resolved, That £ 13 be paid out of the Treasury of this
State to Walter Spooner, Esq., for the use of Job Trip, &c.

RESOLVE ALLOWING THO:IL\S MIGHILI. £2 6s.
Passed Or-tober 28. 1776.

On the Petition of Thomas Mighill,
Resolved, That there be paid out of the Treasury of th is

State the sum of £2 6s., in full of his loss on Bunker-
Rill.
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RESOLVE ALLOWING $UNDRV P£RSONS FOit LOSSES ON BUN-

KER-HILL.

Passed October 28, 1776.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the Publick TreasUl'Y,
to Josiah Pierce, £3 9s. 2d.; to Andrew ltIcNet, £4 158.
4d.; to Joel.3'l1um, 18s.; to Jacob Thayer, £2 14s.2d.

RESOLVE :rOR PAVING JACOB FROST £28 18s.
Passed October 28, 1776.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the Treasury of
the State of Massachusetts-Bay £28 18s. to Jacob Frost,
in full for his wages, thirteen montbs and a half, while in
captivity, and for things lost in the battle.

RESOLVE EMPOWERING THE COMMISSARY-GENERAL TO sup-

PLY THE SEVERAL TOWNS WITH POWDER.

Passed October 28, 1776.

Whereas, by a resolve of this Court of the 24th day of
June last, the keeper of either of the Powder-Mills in this
State was empowered and directed to sell to the Selectmen
of each town in this State, at the rate of five shillings per
pound, as much Gunpowder as shall be wanted in their
respective town stocks, to furnish each man on the alarm and
train-band lists, with half a pound weight: And whereas it
is much easier and more convenient for divers towns to send
to the Commissary-General's store in .Watertown, for such
supplies of powder there, than to either of the Powder-Mills:

It is, therefore, Resolved, That the Commissary-General
of this State be and is hereby empowered and directed, upon
such ceJ.'tificate as is prescribed in the resolve above-men-
tioned, to sell and delivel"' at Watertown, to tbe Selectmen
of any town, or the Committee of any unincorporated plan-
tation in this State, who shall apply to him therefor, such
quantity of Gunpowder, at the price of five shillings pel'
pound, as the keeper of either of the said Powder-Mills was,
by the resolve above-said, empowered to sell.

RESOLVE PERMITTING DAVID SMITH TO PROCEED TO NOVA-

SCOTIA.

PMsed October 28, 1776~

On the Petition of David Smith,
Resolved,That the prayer of his Petition be granted,and

that leave he, and hereby is given to him to go to Nova-
Scotia, to bring up his family and effects; and the cQmmand-
ers of the armed vessels belonging to this State are directed
not to molest or impede him, but to afford him assistance
and protection. And the commanders of all armed vessels
belonging to any of the United States of America are also
requested not to impede or molestsaid Smith. And it is
ordered that he be furnished with a cop>, of this resolve for
the purpose afore;aid.

not pretend to claim Continental pay as absolutely due, yet
when they consider the impartiality that ought to govern
every legislative body, and which they are persuaderl reigns
in this House, they flatter themselves that you will not
degrade them below their brethren, but raise tbem to Con-
tinental pay. And this, I humbly conceive, would put a
stop to the great uneasiness in the camps, arid that coldness
and indifference that appears between the several regiments
would cease, and all would go on in love and unity in the
glorious cause of liberty.

Therefore your petitioner humhly prays that you would
take the premises under consideration, and order as you in
your wisdom shall think best, and jf possible put us 0[1
Continental pay. And, as in duty bound, shall ever pray;

JOSIAH WHITNEY, ColI.
Camp at Hull, October the 29th, 1776.

RESOLVE FOR ADJOOnNtNG THE SUPERIOUR COURT ron
ESSE:K AND MIDDLESEX. .

Passed October 29, 1776.

Whereas the Superiollr Court of Judicature, Court of
Assize, and General Jail Delivery, is to be held this day at
Cambridge, within and for the County of Middlesex; and
at Salem, within and for the County of Essex, on the first
Tuesday in November next: And whereas several Members
of the House and Council, whose attendance is absolutely
necessary at the General Court, must attend said Superiour
Court, in the Counties aforesaid, if it should sit there:

It is, therefore, Resolved, That the Justices of said Supe-
riour Court be, and they are hereby directed to adjourn the
said Court, which is by law to be held at Cambridge tbis
day, unto the second Tuesday in Februarynext, then to be
held at said Cambridge, within and for the County afore-
said.

And it is also Resolved, That the said Superiour Court
of Judicature, Court of Assize, and General Jail Delivery,
which by law is to be held at Salem on the first Tuesday of
November next, shall be, and hereby is adjourned to the
first Tuesday of February next, then to he held at said
Salem, within and for said County of Essex, there to take
cognizance of all such matters as would have been cogniz-
able hy said Court if it had been held as aforesaid, on the
first Tuesday of November, as by law is pro\'ided; and all
persons summoned or bound by recognizance to appear at
said Court on said first Tuesday of November, shall be held
to appear and answer on said first Tuesday of February, in
the same manner as they would have been obliged to do
if said Court had been held on the said first Tuesday of
November, as by law prefixed.

RESOLVE PERMITTING WILLIAM PITTS TO RETURN TO THIS

STATE.

Passed October 28,1776.

On the Petition of John Pitts,
Resolved, That the prayer of the above Petition be

granted, and that the said William Pitts have leave to
return to this State withl1is effects; and all commanders of
privateers and other armed vessels belonging to this State
are hereby directed not to, impede or obstruct the said
William on his return, but to aftord him assistance find pro-

tection; and the commanders of all armed vessels belonging
to any of the United States of America are also requested
not to impede or molest said Pitts; and that a copy of this
Resolve be given the petitioner for the purpose aforesaid.

MEMORIAL OF COLONEL WHITNEY.

To the honourable the Council and l-Iouse of Representa-
tives, convened at WATER:I'OWN,in the State of the 1\1,\.s-
8.\CHDSE.TTS-BAV.

Your Memorialist humbly shows:

That he was appointed the 10th of April last to take the
command of a battalion of men raised by this State; and
though the pay of the State was smaJl, yet my zeal for the
libel"tip.sof my country was so great that I cheerfully under-
took. The men were ohtained, and we early in the sprinll'
took the field, while the enemy were in tbe harbour, and ~
reinforcement daily expected. But since that, other officers
have been appointed; the men ready raised to their hands
without their being at any expense to look them up, placed PETITIONOF GEORGECHIT.D.
in the most secure and least lahorious quarters, and yet put To the honourable Coul/cilof the State of MASSACHU5ETTS-
on Continental pay; while we, who were at vast expense to B.\Y:
inlist our men, are stationed in the key of the State, the The Petition of GEORGECnn.D humblyshoweth:
most hazardous .and fittiguing post, where e\'ery thing is dif- That your petitioner,being boundfrom Jamaica to Bl.is-
ficult to be obtaIned, and of extra\"agant price, and only the tol, in the ship St. Lucea, loaded with sugar and rum, was
small establishment of this State to support us, which does taken by Captain Eleazer Giles,of Beverly, commander of
not much more than clear our expenses. the brigantine Retaliation, and was sent with his said ship

This as to myself is not so grievous, for I am ready to into sa:idBeverly, where it is probable his said ship and
spend, not only my fortune in the cause, hut my liJe,also, if cargo will soon be condemned, tbe captors having gene..
need requires; but my under officers are very much trau-rously given him his adventure, which is sufficient to pur-
bled, and think YOllr bounty toward them is not so great as chase a smallschooner,witli which he is desirous of returning
towards somc of the other regiments; and though they do to his family: Therefore your petitioner humbly prays yout'
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Honours to permit him to proceed from Bevcrly to Bristol in
a schooner about fifty tons, with baHast and stores sufficient
for such a voyage, witlI ten men besides himself, said schoo-
ner to be fitted out, &c., under the inspection of the Com-
mittee of Correspondence, Inspection, and Safety, of said
Beverly; or otbfrwise reJieve yoar petitioner as you in your
great wisdom shaH see fit. Aod your petitioner, as in duty
bound, shall ever pray. GEO. CHILD.

Beverly, October 26th, Ii7G.

State of Massachusetts-Bay, in Council, !
October 30th, 1776. 5

On the Petition of George Child, late Master of the Ship
St. Lucia,

Ordered, That the prayer of the said Petition be so
far granted as that tbe said Captain Child be permitted
to depart f!'Omthis fState by taking passage in any vessel
that may be «oinG hence for Europe or the West-Indies,
and that he b: pe~nitted to take with him necessary stores
for his passage, under the direction of the Committee of
Correspondence, Inspection, and Safety, of the Town of
Bet'erly.

PETITION OF JOSIAH BATCHELDER, JUN.

State of l\ifASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

To the honourable the Council now sitting in WATERTOWN:
The Petition of JOSIAH BATCHELDER, Jun., Sf Co., hum-

bly showeth:
That your petitioners, owners of the schooner called the

Tfarren, burthen about fifty tons, armed with six carriage
(runs and ten swivels, three hundred and fifty pounds of
powder, and with shot in proportion, navigated with fifty
men, has on board as provision fifteen barrels pork, twenty
barrels beef, and three thousand weight bread; said schooner
is designed to cruise against the enemies of these United
States.

The officers on bmu'd are as followeth, viz: Israel Thorn-
dike, Captain; Nicholas Oglebee, First Lieutenant; Wil-
liam Ryan, Second Lieutenant; John Lee, Master.

Y OUt'petitioners therefore humbly pray your Honours to
commission said schooner and commander for the purpose
above-mentioned. And, as in duty bound, shaH evel' pray.

JOSIAH BATCHELDER, Jr., & Co.
Beverly, October29, 1776.

IN COUNCIL, October 30th, 1776.-Read, and Ordered,
That a Commission be issued out to the above-named Israel
Thorndikt, as Commander of said Schooner ca!l\~d the
Warren, he compJying with the resolves of Congress.

JOHN AVERY, Deput~. Secretary.

.
PETITION OF JOSIAH ELLIS AND OTHERS.

To the honourable Council and House of Representatives,
- convened at WATERTOWN,in the State of the MASSACHU-

SETTS-BAY:

We the subscribers humbly show: That in obedience to
a resolve of the House of Representati,,-es, June the 8tb,
1716, we were ordered to go on board tbe sloop Betsey,
bound to Falmouth, (Casco Bay,) as a guard to six cannon
and other warlike stores; and we drew rations at Boston for
ei~ht days; but through the badness of weather going down,
and being obliged to return to Boston by land, and there
some time detainer! before we could get a passage to Hull,
where the regiment was removed, we were absent from said
regiment fifteen days, seven of which we were obliged to
,'ictual ourselves, at two shillings and four pence per day
for each man-the whole stirn, eight pounds nineteen shil-
lings and eight pence. -

We therefore beg this honourable Court would take the
premises into consideration, and order for our relief, so that
we may not be sufferers by our going on ~he said command.
And, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.

JOSIAH ELLIS, EDWARD COLTON,

NATHAN COLE, DANIEL MORGAN,

'\VILL lAM ELDRIGE, SI~lEON CANNON,

JOHN \VHORTER, LEWIS MORGAN,

SETH STEBBINS, DAVID CHASE,

NATHANIEL CROSBY.

HulJ. October the 30th, 1776.'

This may certify, that the within Petition is agreeable to
truth, and the subscribers are the persons sent on command
aboard said Sloop. J \V C IlOSIAH . HITNEY,O .

PETITION OF JOSIAH GODFREY.

To the honourable the Council and honourable H01lSCof
Representatives of the State of the MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

The Petition of JOSIAHGODFREY,Chief Pilot of the Sloop-
of- War REPUBLIC,commanded by Captain W ILLIA:IIS,
fitted out by this State, humbly showeth:
That your petitioner engaged in the service of this State

expecting as much wages as is given to pilots in the Conti.
nental service; but thinking himself in danger of being
deprived of that reward for his service that he can obtain
from others, and which others in his capacity enjoy, begs
leave to state facts to your Honours, not doubting but he
shall have an that justiee done him that th"ejustice of bis
cause deserves. Your petitioner engaged with Captain
Williams, upon his encouragement to give him as much as
those of his station in the Continental service. This was
strengthened by Colonel Bowers engaging to lay a petition
before your Honours'in behalf of your petitioner, that Cap-
tain Williams's engagement might be fulfilled to him; but
this by accident was not done, and your petitioner having
had several offers more advantageous, has kept this upon the
above encouragement. Now your petitioner is left to the
sad alternative, either to go much under what others freely
offer him, or quit the service of this State dishonourably,
and the worthy officers with whom he is now happily con-
nected: your humble petitioner makes choice of the former,
and leaves tbe event to your Honours, praying your Honours
to make good his encouragements from Ca ptain 1-filliams,
which induced him to engage in the service, and to allow
him as much as those in tbe Continental service, which is
six pounds per month.

And, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.
JOSIAH GODFREY.

RESOLVE FOR SUPPLYING THE ARMywtTH NECESSARY STORES.

. Paseed October 30, 1776.

Resolved, That Robert Breck, John Chester Williams,
Henry Hill, Caleb Davis, and George Williams, be and
they are hereby appointed a Committee for the purpose of
purchasing from time to time, till the furtber order of this
Court, on the most reasonable terms, a quantity of such
slop or small stores, roots, and vegetables, anhey shall thiuk
necessary for the present relief of that part of the Conti-
nental Army, both Northern and Southern, that has been
raised in this State; and said Committee is hereby directed
to convey the same to the Commissaries thereinafter ap-
pointed, in proportion to tbe numbers in their respective
departments, and take their receipts for the same, and lay
their accounts before this Court for a]]owance.

Resolved, That there be, and hereby is allowed to be
paid out of the pubJick Treasmy of this State to the :mid
Committee or their order, the sum of £ I0,000, to enable
them to execute this trust, they to _ be

. accountable to the
General COlll't foJ' the expenditure of tbe same.

And it is further Resolved, That Ifezekiah Smith, for
the Northern, and Samuel Whittemore, for the Southern
Army, be, and they hereby are, appointed Commissaries in
behalf of this State, to take charge of all stores purcbased
by th!')Committee above appointed, and by them committed
to them respectively, and them to se]] to the soldiers in
that part of the Army raised in this State where they are
appointed respectively, at the prime cost and charges, allll
no more. The said Commissaries to be accountable to thi'3
Court for their doings in said office when required, and to
be allowed for their services as the Court shall think just.

RESOLVE ALI,OWING THOMAS LUDLOW, JUN., A PRISO;O;/En,

sO~IE GOODS.

P~ssed October 30, 1776.

Resolved, That the agent for the Southern District of this
State be, and hereby is, directed to deliver Thomas Ludlow;
Jun., out of the goods tak~n on bOal'd the Sloop Elizabeth,
the following articles, in addition to those already delivered
him, yiz: one suit of bed and three window curtains; two
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pair of sbeets and three piJlow cases; one dozen napkins;
four table cloths; one dressing-glass; two bed quilts; three
pair children's shoes; four pair of women's shoes; four
dozen children's clouts; one Hadley's quadrant; one quar-
ter wagoner; one smal1 basket of medicines, together with
the whole of his wearing apparel, belonging to himself and
family. .

And it is further ResollJed, That said Ludlow, upon
receiving the above articles, shall not be entitled to a~y
further allowance for wages and adventure as Master of saId
sloop.

RESOLVE EMPOWERING THE TREASURER OF THIS STATE TO

STOP PAItT OF CAPTAIN OBRIAN'S ROLL.

Passed Oetober 30, 1776.

ResollJed, That the Treasurer of this State be, and he
hereby is directed to stop, out of the moneys due to Cap-
tain Jeremiah Obrian on his mu~ter-r()ll, the sum of £2L,
for cash supplied the said Captain Obrian by Messieurs
Jackson, Tracy S; Tracy, of lVewburyport, for tbe purpose
of supplying Captain Obrian's men, and pay the said Com-
pany of Jackson, Tracy S; Tracy, the said sum of £21,
taking their receipt for the same.

PETITION OF THE COMMITTEE OF SALEM.

To the honourable the Council of the State of the MASSA-
CHUSETTS-BAY:

The Committee of Correspondence, Inspection, and Saftty
of the Town of SALEM,humbly show:

That divers of the subjects of the King of Great Britain,
taken in vessels in his immediate service, and on board mer-
chant vessels, are now resident in this town, and in .other
maritime towns; that their numbers are daily increasing, as
prizes are brought in; that the resol ves of Congress respect-
ing prisoners of war were passed before the Declaration of
Independence, and determined such only to be prisoners as
are taken in arms; that the crews of merchant vessels do
now frequently oppose in arms their captors; that hence
arise doubts on the question, Who are prisoners !>f war?
That this town bas not been assigned for the residence of
such prisoners, and so this Committee have no authority to
control them; that in the maritime towns they have the
earliest intelligence of the transactions of the Americans,
have opportunities of mixing in all companies, and in some
such towns of daily communicating with many persons who,
though observant of the laws and the resolves of Congress,
are yet justly liable to suspicion a::;being not well-wishers to
America. For these reasons we pray YOllr Honours that
some steps may be iimnediately taken relative to the captives
afore-mentioned, that shall ensure the publick safety and the
safety and property of the maritime towns: for we beg leave
to add, that we do not think it expedient that captives not
disposed to enter on board our vessels of war or merchant
vessels should be permitted to reside in such towns, since
being compact they are exposed to destruction Ly fire, and
their vessels and boats may ea~ily be cut out of their harbours
and run away with. Some such instances have already
happened; we wonder no more ha:ve occurred.

We find by an order of the honourable Board that Cap-
tain Lcche, of the Light Dragoons, and the Chaplain, Mr.
Lewes, were to have been sent to Boxford, after the Sheriff
had taken their parole, and the common dragoons were to
have been delivered to the Committees in this County, to be
let to work; but that order remains unexecuted in every
part, and for that reason rhany persons here are uneasy.
They are also uneasy because John Cousett Peers, Lieu-
tenant of the tender taken by Captain Fisk, still remains
in this town, although ifis some time since he recovered of
his wounds. There is the greater reason for this uneasiness
with regard to Leche, Lewes, and Peers, because neither of
them has given the parole ordered by Congress. We there-
fore pray your HonoUl's to give immediate orders relative to
these prisoners, as well as the former.

In behalf and by order of the Committee,
TIM. PICKERING, Jr., CAairman.

Salem, Oetober 30,1776.

IN COUNCIL, November 1, 1776.-Read, and thereupon
Ordered, Tbat Danid Hopkins, Esq., be a Committee to

take the above Letter under consideration, and report what is
necessary to be done thereon.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF PHILIP MOORE AND ARCHIBALD MERCER.

State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:
To the honourable the Council now sitting in WATERTOWN:
The Petition of PHrLIP MOORE and ARCHIBALDMERCER,

of BOSTON, humbly showeth:
That your petitioners, owners of the .ship cal1ed the

General MijJlin, burthen about three hundred and fifty tons,
armed with twenty nine-pounders and six four-pounders, four
thousand weight of powder and five tons of shot, navigated
by one hundred and twenty men, William Day, Commander;
George Starr, First Lieutenant; TVilJiam Day, Jr., Second
Lieutenant; and William Roach, Master; has on board, as
provisions, bread and flour eight tons; one hundred and
twenty barrels beef and pork. Said ship is designed to
cruise against the enemies of the United States.

Your petitioners would therefore humbly request your
Honours to commission said ship and commander for the
purposes above-mentioned. And, as in duty bound, shall
ever pray. PHILIP MOORE,

ARCHIBALD MERCER.

IN COUNCI£.,November 1, 1776.-Read, and Ordered,
That a Commission be issued out to the above-named Wil.
liam Day, as Commander of the said Ship called the Gen-
eral MijJlin, he complying with the resol ves of Congress.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF JOHN HARVEY.

To the honourable the Council for the State of the I\IAS~
SACHUSETTS-BAY,now setting at \V ATERTOWN:
The Petition of JOHN HARVEYhumbly shows:

That your petitioner was late master of the ship called
the Easter, bound from Jamaica to London, and was, on the
second day of October last, taken by the Continental brig-
antine of war called the Cabbot, and sent into the port of
Dartmouth; and that your petitioner had on board his ship
at the time he was captured, his wife and family, which con-
sists of four orphan children, under the care of your peti-
tioner, the eldest of which is between six and seven years of
aO"e,and fiveservants-four whites and one black-all \\ hich
a~e now at said Dartmouth. This being the situation of
your petitioner and his family, he prays the indu]gence of
the honourab]e Court that they, in their great goodness and
humanity, would grant leave to their unfortunate petitioner
to purchase some small vessel, such as he may be able, and
also to grant him a permit to depart with his said family, in
said vessel, from Dartmouth, back again to Jamaica. And
if this petitioner should be so happy as to obtain leave to
purchase a vessel for the-purpose aforesaid, he will want per-
sons to man said vessel; therefore would further pray the
indulgence of the honourable Court that they would grant
permits to four of the men who belonged to your petitioner's
ship before she was captured, for the purpose aforesaid, viz.,
Anthony Dickerson, John Taylor, Edward Harvey, Wil..
lima Dodge, and John MUlTO. The situation of your
petitioner's family being so peculiarly unhappy, by reason of
his having his wife with him, who is now pregnant and very
near her time, and so many small children and servants, in-
duces him to believe the honourab]e Court will indulge him
in his requests, or otherwise grant him relief such as thAY,
in their great wisdom, shall think proper and best. Aud
their petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c.

JNO. HARVEY.
November 1st, 1776.

BRISTOL, ss: J.Vovember 1st, 1776:
Then personal]y appeared Thomas Wever, who is now

prize-master of the ship mentioned in the aforegoing Petition,
and made oath that the facts set forth therein are true and
just in every part. .

Sworn to before me, ED'D POPE, Just. Pacis.

h COUNCIL, November 15, 1776.-0n reading the Peti-
tion of Captain John Harvey, late Commander of the ship
Easter,

-

Ordered, That the prayer thereof be granteJ, and that
he have liberty to purchase a vessel not exceeding seventy
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tons, in order to transport himself and his Dunily, consisting
of his wife, four children, and five servants, to Jamaica,
taking with him nothing more than necessary provisions for
the voyage. And in order to enable him to navigate his
vessel, he is also hereby permitted to take with him Anthony
Dickers(m, John Taylor, Edward Harvey, 'William Dodge,
and John 1}'Iunroe, as Mariners to enable him to navigate
his vessel. And 'tis hereby recommended to all American
cruisers to suffer the said Captain Harvey to pass with his
vessel, company, and passengers, unmolested.

PETITION OF WILLIAM TOVEY.

State ofl\L~sSACHUSETTS-BAY, in NEw ENGLAND:
1'0 the honourable Council and honoura.ble House of Rep-

resentatives of said State .in General Court assembled,
NOVEmJER, 1776:

The Petition of WILLIAM TOVEY, of SANDWICH, in the
County of BARNSTABLE,humbly showeth:

That your petitioner hath served this State during the
sumrner past, on the Island of Naushann; that he was first
Sergeant in the company whereof Elisha Nye was Captain,
Stephen Nye, Jun., First Lieutenant, and John Russell
Second Lieutenant. That on June 27 last, the said John
Russell was commissioned as Captain of a company raised
for the defence of the Is]and of 1}'!nrtha's Vineyard, from
which time your petitioner, at tbe request and desire of Majnr
Bar,achia Bassett, (who was the chief commander of the
forces stationed on said Island,) hath done the duty of a
Second Lieutenant in said company, and expected to have
received a commission therefor, but hath not. That in the
muster-roll made up by said Captain ]l,ye, to the 1st of Sep-
tember, your petitioner received wiiges as a Sergeant only, at
the rate of fQl'ty-four shillings per month, although he had
done the dnty of a Second Lieutenant for more than two
montbs before that time, by whidl your petitioner received
thirty-eight shi1lings less (as he apprehends) than he ought
to have done. Your petitioner, therefore, humbly prays
your Honotlrs to take his case under your consideration, and
allow him tbe thirty-eight shillings due before the 1st of
September, and wages as Second Lieutenant in the muster-
roU from the 1st of September to the 2lst of Novern,ber.
And your petitiQner sball, as in duty bound, ever pray.

W ILLIAl'r1 TOBEY.

This cl'rtifies that the above William Tobey, at tile special
request and appointment of :Major Bassett and l11ysel~
performed the duty of a Second Lieutenant in the company
under my command, from the 1st of July until they were
dismissed.

Attest: Captain ELISHA N¥E.
. ,

The Committee appointed to consider of the within Peti-
tion, beg leave to report by way of Resolve:

Resolved, That there be paidout of the Treasury of this
State to the within-named William Toby, the sum of one
Pound eighteen Shillings, in addition to his pay as a,Sergeant,
to the 1st day of September last, and that he also receive pay
as a Second Lieutenant from the said 1st day of September
to the time of his discharge.

RESOLVE ALLOWING THE ACCOUNTS OF THE TREASURER

FOR THE COUNTY OF SUFFOLK.

Passed November 1, 1776.

Whereas it appears upon examihation of the Accounts
of the Treasurer for the County of Suffolk, that all the
Moneys panted and allowed by the Court of General Ses-
sions of the Peace for said County, for the year 1774, were
for such purposes and appropriations as the law empowered
said Court to grant:

. .

Therefore, Resolved, ThaI said Account be allowed.

RESOLVE ALLOWING THE ACCOUNTS OF THE COUNTY TREAS-

URER FOR SUFFOLK.

Passed November 1,1776.

Whereas it appears upon examination of the several Ac-
counts of tbe County Treasurer for Suffolk, that all the
:Moneys granted and allowed bv the Court of Ueneral Ses-
sions of the Peace for said Cou;ty, for the year 1775, were

for such purposes and appropriations as the law empowered
said Court to grant:

Therefore, Resolved, That said Account be allowed.

PETITION OF URIAH OAKES AND WILLIAM SHATTUCK.

State of :M ASSACHUSETTS-BAY :
.

To the honourable tlte Council n(iW sitting in W ATF.RTOWN:
The Petition (if URIAH OAKES and WILLiAM SHATTUCK,

(if BOSTON, humbly showeth:
That your petitioners, owners of the brigantine ca]]ed the

IIawke, burthen eighty tons, armed with ten carriage guns,
four-pounders, ten swivels, and fifty muskets, five hundred
weight of powder and shot in proportion; navigated by
eighty men; Jonathan Oakes, Captain; John Smith, First
Lieutenant; John Dexter, 2d do. ; Smith Kent,l\Jaster; has
on board as provisions fifty barrels pork and beef, three
thousand weight of bread. Said brigantine is designed to
cruise against the enemies of these United States.

Your petitioners would therefore humbly request your
Honours to commission said brigantine and commander for
the purposes above-mentioned. And, as in duty bound,
shall ever pray. "tv '--', M. i:"HATTUCK,

URIAH OAKES.
Boston, N o¥ember 2d, 1776.

IN COUNCIL, N(ivember 2d, 1776.-Read, and Order"d,
That Commission be issued out to the above-named Jon-
athan Oakes, as Commander of said Briaantine, he com-
plying with the resolves of Congress.

0

JoaN AVI:RY, .Deputy &cretary.

RESOLVE FOR SUPPLYING THE AmfY WITa: CLOTHING.

Passed November 2,1776.

Resolved, That the several Committees appointed' by thi$
Court to purchase Clothing for the Continental Army be,
!lnd they hereby are, directed to pack up, bale, number,
and invoice all the Clothing they have already procured,
and forward, with the utmost despatch, two-thirds thereof
to Head-Quarters, at New-York, there to be delivered to
the Quartermaster-General for the benefit of said Army, or
as the General may otherways order; the other third to be
forwarded, with the same despatch and in the safest way, to
Head-Quarters at Ticonderoga, there to be delivered to the
Quartermaster-General for the benefit of the Army at those
parts, or as the General may otherwise order. And the
said Committees are hereby directed to. order tbe persons
who may convey the Clothing before-mentionedto New-
York and TicQllderoga,to take duplicate receipts for the
sameof the Quartermaster-General of ear.hdepartment; ()De
of them to be lodged in the Secretary's office, and tbe other
to be transmitted to the President of the Conaress in order
that this State may receive the pay for theOc()S~of said
Clothing as soon as may be.

And that said Committee be, and they are hereby, di~
rected and empowered to procure for the use of the new
American Army, twenty thousand Woollen Jackets with
sleeves, twenty thousand Shirts, ten thousand Blankets, ten
thousand Pelt Hats or Leather Caps, twenty thousand pair
of Hose, twenty thousand pair of Shoes, and ten thousand
pair of Overa]]s,to be by tbem sold and delivered to the
Quartermaster-General of said. Army whenever he shaH
apply for the same, and make report to the General Court
of this State of their doings thereon.

RESOLVE ON THE PJi;TITION OF DAVID SM£AD.

Passed November 2, 1776.

On the Petition of David Smead and others, of. Green-
field, relative to purchasing Guns,

Resolved, That the State's Treasurer be ordered to pay
the sum of thirteen Pounds seventeen ShiJlinas to David
Smead,. one of the Selectmen of said Greenfi~ld, and that
he pay It to the several persons of whom the said Guns were
purchased. '

RESOLVE RELATIVE TO CASTING CANNON.

Passed Nov~mber 2,1776.

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to erect or
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purchase an Air-Fl1I'l1ace for casting and boring large Can-
non f(>rthe use of this State be, and they hereby are, em-
powered and directed to import from Philadelphia, for the
use of such Furnace, two hundred tons of Pig Iron; and
said Committee are also hereby empowered to draw bi]]s on
the DelelJ'ate,> of this State at the honourable Continental
Congress" for a sum, supposed to be now in their hands, suf-
ficient to pay for the same.

And it is also Resolved, That there be paid out of the
publick Treasury of this State unto said Committee, the sum
of two thousand Pounds, to enable them to defray all the
charges of said Furnace, together with the Coal they have
already purchased, and all such other materials as they may
jurlge necessary for carrying the business aforesaid into fu]]
effect: said Committee being accountable to the General
Court for the expenrliture of those and all other sums put
into their hands for the purpose aforesaid.

And it is further Resolved, That Brigadier Palmer, Mr.
Cheever, and Captain Adam.s do, as soon as may be, direct
the aforesaid Committee what sizes of Cannon, and what
proportion of each size, shall be made, so that they may be
enahled to prepare the patterns for the same without delay.

It is also Resolved, That Captain Thomas Hooper be of
this Committee, in the room and stead of Deacon Wash-
burne, who is ~mployed in other service.

It is also further Resolved, That said Committee make
further inquiry after the best and largest quantities of ~re,
and the most suitable place for a hlast Furnace for workmg
the same, for the purposes aforesaid, and to report.

. And it is also Resol~'ed, That said Committee are hereby
empowered to employ Monsieur De JUeresquelles, a French
Enlrineer, now in Boston, in the business for which they
are

b
appointed, and to make such agreements with him as

. they shall think proper for overseeing and directing therein
under them, or for communicating to them his knowledge in
the said business, and the best manner of conducting the
same.

.lDDRESS TO TIJE OFFICERS AND PRIVATE sOLDIERS wHO ARE

GONE FROM THIS STATE TO THE ARMY,

Passed November 2, 1776.

Resolved, That the following Address from the General
Court of this State to the Officers and Pri vate Soldiers
who are gone from thence, and are serving in the American,
Army, be printed in two thousand handbills, and imm~di.
;1tely forwarded to the Committees from ithis State in the
Southern and Nortbe!J1 Armies, to be by them dispersed
among the $oldiery there:

"li'riends and .£ellow sufferers:
"The beneficent Creator of the universe bestowed on

mankind the noble faculty of reason, and created the human
race with such an equality of power that no one had the
right of domination over another, but each had the privilege
of drawing his abilities into exertion for his own happiness,
which consisted greatly in social life. However, such vices
and corruptions soon thrust themselves into the human mind,
that reason became dim, and government necessary to the
preservation of society; but tbe form of just government
depended upon, and the powers of it must at all times nave
been derived from, the people Dver whom it was exercised.
.i\ud under such government men might be free and happy.

"But when the tyrants of the earth began to transgress the
sacred line of property, and claim their fellowmen as slaves,
and to exercise lawless power over tbem, the intentions of
government were subverted; war in defence of the dignity
of human nature was introduced, and men began to take the
field of pattie on bebalf of freedom.

"No people or nation since that time could exist in a
state of ease and affluence, witbout becoming the envy of
some rapacious despot. Hence it is, that all have been at
some time or other called forth to tbe field of battle in de-
fence of their indubitable rights; and when they have
defended those inestimable blessings (bestowed by their all.
merciful Creator) with a courage, magnanimity, and firmness,
becoming freemen, they ha ve effectually secured them; but
from tbose amongst whom timidity, indolence, and discord
have taken place, the genius Liberty has taken her flight,
and dwelt with minds more suitable for her abode.

"
For the free exercise of liberty, moreespecia]]y in the

worship of that almighty Being who supported them in the

greatest .distress, our venerable ancestors came to this land
whl'n it was a savage and dangerous wilderness, terrible to
tbe civilized eye. Here they toiled and bled, witb the
pleasing hope of tbeir posterity enjoying that freedom for
whicll tbey encountered every difficulty and braved every
danger; and could their v;rtue have been inherited witb the
fi'uit of their toil, and their simplicity of manners and integ-
rity of heart been transmitted to all their posterity, America
would now have been the seat of peace and plenty. But
such has b~en the avarice of some and the ambition of others
amongst us, tbat the King and Parliament of Great B,.itaifl
have been fatally persuaded to claim this whole Continent,
with its three millIons of inbabitants, as their own property,
and to be at tbeir disposal. In opposition to this unjustifi-
able claim, most obviously founded in tyranny, after loyally
petitioning ann dutifu]]y remonstrating, without effect, you
have ga]]antly taken the field, a.nd tlie salvation of your
country, the happiness of future generations, as we]] as your
own, depends upon your noble exertions.

"This Assembly, feeling for the sufferings and hardships
you have endured, has taken proper steps to bave supplies
of covering, clothing, vegetables, and all other necessaries
for your comfort, speedily in the camp, with proper com-
missaries to deli\'er them, at the prime cost and charges of
transportation, as tbey may be wanted, thereby to prevent
the imposition of sutlers, which you have too long laboured
under; and, being fully sensible how much depends upon:
your courage and patriotism, will at all times make it their
particular business to render yorir lives as comfortable as
the nature of the service will admit of; and do entreat and
urge you, by the sacred ties of hlood and friendship, to
exert every nerve in this glorious struggle; for should you,
for any reason, quit your posts, and disgracefully turn your
backs on your enemies, wild carnage, barbarous and bloody
desolation must spread like a hideous torrent over your
ruined country; your fair possessions, the fruit of bon est
industry, must own new masters; while yourselves, your
friends, your wives and innocent infants, must be destitute
of a place of rest, insulted and abused by exasperated, un-
feeling task-masters, scourged by mercenary slaves of foreigll
despots, denied even the happiness of hope, and borne down
with poverty and despair. .

"
When the people of all ranks in this country consider

the zeal with which you engaged in their defence, and how
cheerfully you have endured the fatigues and hardships of
the camp, they must be filled with the highest gratitude and
confidence, and enroll your names wbere tbeX"wi]] be hon-
ourably preserved to the end of time; wbile each genera-
tion, as it rises, shall learn to speak the fame of those
worthies who nobly dared to face that death and despise
that danger which stood between them and their country's
happiness. -

"This Assembly can by no means conceive that men
who have always dwelt beneath the sacred boughs of lib-
erty, and have been educated in the most liberal sentiments,
and hitherto greatly distinguished for patriotism and publick
virtue, can need much persuasion to induce them to tarry
after their term of inlistment is expired, as pl'Oposed to you
in a resolve of this Court, when, if they return, war must
follow them to their own door, and the din of arms will for-
bid that ease and rest which in times of peace may be
enjoyed in domestick life.

"
Let, therefore, your love to your country, we beseech

YOII,be shown in your perseverance at a time wben you
are not under those obligations which are designed more for
mercenaries and slaves than those who are bravely fighting
to save from impending ruin that land which gave them
birth. And whil~ you are thus gallantly employed in the
most important and noble cause that any palt of the human
race has fought for, this Assembly again assures you that it
shall be their particular concern to give you comfortable
supplies and necessary reinforcements; and we trust, that
under the smiles of that almighty and merciful Being who
rules in the armies of Heaven, and who is the disposer of
all events, you will be crowned with a glorious victory, and
return honourably from the field, bringing deliverance to
distressed America."

Ordered, That the above Address be' signed by the
President of the Council, and that Mr. John Pitts be ap-
pointed and directed to have the same printed in handbills,
and sent to the Committees, as is above provided.
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RESOLVE ON THE PETITION OF ROBERT BA5DtN.

Passed November 2,1776.

On the Memorial of Robert Basden,
.

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid to John Jones,
of Hopkinton, Esq., out of the publick Treasury of this
State, for the support of the within-mentioned son of the
above-named Robert Basden, the sum of £3 18s. 9d.,
being the amount of rations for eighteen weeks, at 4s. 4~d.
per week, the said eighteen weeks' beginning the 25th of
June, 1776.

ME~mRIAL OF RICHARD DERBY.

To the honourable the Council and the honourable the
House of Representatives of the State of the M ASSACHU-
SETTS-BAY,now sitting at WATERTOWN:

The ft;lemorial of RICHARD DERBY, of SALEM, humbly
slwwcth :

That on or about the 4th July last, Captain Christopher
Bassett, in the schooner Polly, sailed, from Halifax to
Guadaloup, and arrived there on or about the 28th of the
same month, where he sold his cargo of fish, and loaded the
same schooner with molasses and sugar, and sailed from
thence on the 18th September last, bound for Liverpool,
about ten leagues west of Halifax. But on or about
the 18th October, .Mr. Ephraim Little, the Mate, aided by

_others, mariners on board said schooner, ill a very rude
manner, demanded the master's. and vessel's papers, took
command of said schooner, and forcibly carried her into
Dartmouth, in this State, where the said .Mr. Little has
libelled the said schoooer and cargo in the .Maritime Court,
with an intent to. have her and her cargo condemned as
prize to him and the mariners who were aiding and assisting
in bringing hel' in. That at the time of said schooner sail-
ing from Halifax she was, and is now, the property of .Mr.
William Boden, late of lUarblehead, and was freighted one-
third by the said .Mr. Boden and the other two-thirds by
Mr. John Prince, late of Salem. Your memorialist is far,
very far from justifying the conduct of the said .Mr. Prince;
though at the same time he would observe to your Honours,
that he knows not of his having any way acted against the
United States of America; and the only crime, as he ap-
prehends, he can be charged with, is his leaving the country
when he should have joined and been aiding and assisting
in defending the just rights of America. Your memorialist
would further observe, that Mr. Prince has, in many in-
stances, relieved the inhabitants of these States when car-
ried to Halifax by the British cruisers, and to some he has
generously given considerable sums of money; and amongst
the present captors there are some whom the said Mr.
Prince has kept and supported in his own house, and
screened and protected them when in danger of being im-
pressed on board the British ships of war; and one of them
he furnished with an adventure when he had not a (arthing
to pay him for it, or even to help himself; and even this
very same .Mr. Little he relieved when in difficult and dis-
tressed circumstances, by paying his board and the like,
supplied him with fourteen quintals of fish for his adven-
ture, and took him into his service, when it was totally out
of his power to help himself.

Your memorialist apprehends that su_ch proceedings as
the above related, (which are what facts he can collect from
Captain Bassett and from Captain Lee, of this town, the
latter of whom was a passenger 011board,) are and will be
productive of many and great e~'ils, and if not now deemed
piracy, yet, in his apprehension, they have a direct tendency
to it; and, in tbe present case, your memorialist apprehends
that the said Mr. Little and his company are guilty of the
highest act of perfidy and the greatest breach of trust, and
for which they ought, in justice, to be punished. Your
memorialist therefore humbly prays that your Honours would
be pleased to take this matter into your wise consideration,
and not suffer the said vessel and cargo to be sold and dis-
tributed amongst the captors, but retain the same in the
hands of Government, for the use and benefit of those
whom your Honours may hereafter find to be the proper
owners, or for the creditors of the said Mr. Prince.

HICH'D DERBY.
Salem, November 4th, 1716.

IN COUNCIL,lVovember 6, 17i6.-Read, and thereupon
Resolved, That Samuel Holton, Esq., with such as the

honourable House may join, be a Committee to make in-
quiry relative to the facts set forth in the above Petition,
and report what is necessary to be done thereon.

Sent down for concurrence.
JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

RESOLVE RESPECTING THE ESTATES OF REFUGEES.

In the House of Representatives, N ovemher 4th, 1776.

Whereas it appears the good designs of a. Reso]ve of the
General Assembly, passed the 19th of Aprillast, respecting
the Estates, Real and Persona], of such persons as joined
our unnatl1l'a] enemies, or had in a hostile manner been en-
deavouring to enslave the United Colonies of America, is in
some considerable degree defeated by the conduct of several
persons in this State unfriendly to tbe American cause, and
the Committees of Correspondence, Inspection and Safety
thereby prevented carrying said Resolve fuJly into execu-
tion:

It is, therefore, Resolved, That the Committees of Corre-
spondence, Safety and Inspection in the several towns and
plantations in this State be, and they hereby are, empow-
ered, whenever they shall have just cause to suspect any
person or persons in the respective towns where such Com-
mittees are appointed, of having taken, or holding in his or
their possession, any part of the Personal Estate of such
person or persons as described by said resol ve of the 19th
of April, and shall refuse to deliver tbe same to the said
Committee, to cause the said person or persons so suspected
to be sworn before one of the Justices within the County
where such suspected person resides, respecting the premises;
and whatever Personal Estate may be found the property
of the persons before descrihed by said resol ve, the said
Committee are hereby directed to dispose of agreeable jO
said resolve of the] 9th of April. And if any person justly
suspected as aforesaid shall refuse to give said Committee
satisfaction upon oath, or that may appear, after examination
upon oath, to have in his possession, or in any manner con-
cealed, any of the personal effects of any such inimical per-
sons, and shall refuse to deliver up the same to said Com-
mittee, every such person shall be deemed unfriendly to this
State; and the Committees of the severa] towns and planta-
tions wit11in this State are hereby directed to exhibit a list
of the names of all such persons to the General Assemb]y
as soon as may be. And any person in possession of any
such Real Estate, and not holding the same by lease or other
written instrument, as mentioned in said resolve of the. 19th
of April, refusing to deliver the possession thereof to the
Committee of said town where the same lies, any two Jus-
tices of the said County, upon application frQm the Commit-
tee aforesaid, shall make out their warrant tS the Sheriff of
the County, either of his Deputies, or to the Constable
of the town, commanding him to dispossess such occupant,
and tQ deliver possession thereof to the Committee of said
town.

PETITION OF EDWARD BROWN.

To the honourable the. Council and House of Representat1'ves
in General Court assembled, and now ,sitting at W ATER-
TOWN:

The Petition of EDWARD BROWN, ~j ihe Town of CON-
CORD,humbly showeth : T

That your petitioner has for yeal's past made ]ime~ much
to the advantage of tbe publick; and in making the same am
obliged to use considerabJe gunpowder to break the stone.
There being, at tbis "day, no powder to be purchased for
money, as it were in time past, and have now a part of a kiln
already to burn, but cannot procure powder to break the
rest of the stone, thereby the publick much disappointed;
desire therefore I may, for purchasing, ha ve one quarter of
a hundred of powder out of the publicI. stock. And your
petitioner, as in duty bound, shall e"er pray.

EDWARD BROWN.
Concord, October the 28th, 1776.

RESOLVE FOR SENDING SALTPETRE TO LIVINGSTON'S POWDER

MILLS.

Passed N ovem her 4, 1776.

On a Letter from the Secret Committee of Philadelphia
Resolved, That Mr. Fisk, Colonel Smith, and Mr. JQh~
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Balls be, and they hereby are appointed a Committee to
procure Teams for the conveying the ten tons of Saltpetre
sent into this State from Philadelphia, and convey the same
to Mr. John R. Livingston's Powder Mills, near New- York,
agreeable to the request of the above-mentioned Secret Com-
mittee; the said John R. Livingston paying the expense of
transportation.

ORDERTO CAPTAIN JOHN FOSTER WILI,IA~IS.
In Council Chamber, November 5,1776.

Ordered, That Captain Jna. Foster T¥illiams be directed
to discharge from on board the privateer-sloop Repnblick,
under his command, as many of those Seamen taken in the
ship Jnlius Casar as incline and shall in fact enter on board
any armed vessel in this or any of the United States, and
those of them who inc]ine to go to llalifax be retained on
board the said sloop till fmther orders. '

PETITION OF THE CO)IMITTEE OF DEER-ISLAND.

To the honourable Council and lIouse of Representatives
for the State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,in General Court
assembled:

The Petition of the Committee of DEER-IsLAND, humbly
showeth :

That we received the Council's directions with regard to
Nathan Jones; have endeavomed to foHowthem; applied,
as-"directed, to Thomas Stillson, Esq., for his assistance;
have retaken the sloop Sally by a warrant; brought her back
to the place from ""hence by force and arms she was taken.
Also the Justice sent a warrant for said Jones and his abettors,
but bave not been able to take any except four, and those
only of the lower sort, whom we have reason to think were
deluded by the false representations of their heads or leaders.
Jones is gone, it is said, after his mother, who plundered
Mr. lInnt's house in Boston, to bring h~r back again into
the Province; whether to Halifax 01' not we presume not
to say; it is undoubtedly true in our minds, he is gone into
the Province of .Ll\fova-Scotia. These four that are taken,
upon their examination say, that Jones told them that he
had an order to do in the manner he did from Mr. James
Sullivan,a memberof the GeneralCourt; and that that was
the reason why they took arms against the authority of this
State. That one Philip Hotchkins was appointed, in their
expedition to Deer-bland, as Sailing :Master; one Lebbe as
Captain of their Marines; that when they came to the
vessel they were ordered to load their guns; had a guard
placed while they were rigging the vessel; that said Jones
told them be would employ the vessel in going to St. Peter's
after provisions, and that those would not assist him
should not have any. He also has said, we find upon
inquiry, that he would rather all North AmericC{ should sink
with an earthquake than that the Ministry should lose the
day; that he would be damned, if he knew anyone to be
a rebel, before he would supply him with one toothfu] of
corn; that he wished to God that he himself was in Eng-
land; has advised the poor people in distress and inquiring
of him, after the Le,vington battle, what they should do for
the necessaries of life, to sign a petition to Governour Gage,
and then promised that if they did he would supply them.
He bas corresponded with bis brother, who broke from Con-
cord Jail, now with the enemy, as appear by an intercepted
letter; and, to complete his innumerable other crimes, has
taken up arms against the authority of this State, as was
before hinted, in carrying off the aforesaid vessel. He has
not only sent his own, but has also chartered another vessel
to supply Nova-Scotia. These things, gentlemen, are but
only a few of the many facts which have been made to
appear to us, and we trust will also appear to any gentle-
men who may be appointed to inquire into his character;
and had we not viewed as an indispensable duty, would not
have done it; but, as a whole country weighs much heavier
in our minds than interest of any individual person, we
therefore make them known. Beg yoar Honours direct us
what we ought furtl~er to do. Knowing the affair to be of
importance to our infant country, have taken the most early
opportunity tomake this report. Not doubting your ready
compliance, your petilioner, as in duty bound, will ever
pray, &c. JOSEPH COLEBE,

Chairmanof the Committeeof Safety, Inspection,o/c.
Deer-Island, September 20, 1776.

NEW-BRISTOL, in FRENCHMAN'S BAY, 3d October, 1776:
I, John Bane, of said New-Bristol, of lawful age, do

testify and say, thilt on the 30th day of August, A. D.
1775, a number of men from Deer-Island and Naskeig
took a sloop belonging to Nathan Jones, Esq., which was
bound to the Island of lJ'lount Desart, in said bay, to load
with staves for Ireland, as I verily believe, (having inquired
and been informed by severa] persons who had made staves
for sl1;idJones, on said Island,) and brought said sloop into
the harbour of New-Bristol, in said bay. Said Jones came
to my bouse soon after the vessel was taken, and demanded
of Thomas Stintson, Esq., William Reed, Joseph Patrick,
and some others, who appeared to be the chiefs of the party
who took the vessel, for what reason they took his vessel..
They answered, because it was contrary to the orders of the
grand Congress for any vessel to go with staves to Ireland.
Said Jones told them that he knew after the 10th of Sep-
tember all vessels were prohibited by the Congress from
going there, but not before, or words to that efiect. They
replied, his vessel was their prize, and they would keep her.
Said Jones desired that the vessel might be Jeft under the
care of the Committee of Frenchman's Bay, and he would
give bondsto answer for his conduct before the honourable
House of Assemb]y of this State, or go himseJf with them;
but they refused, and left said Jones at my house, anp went
on board the vessel. Afterwards,to wit, on the evening of
the same day, they sent a paper to my house, containing
the following words, viz:

"This may certify, this body of men now have the sloop
Sally and the schoonerNightingale now in custody, em-
power the Rev. Joseph Patrick to inform the owners and
concerned that they are determined to carry said vessels
to Naskeig or Deer-Island, and appoint a committee to sit
upon them, where those concerned may appear, and show
reason, if any they have, why they should not be con-
demned."

The next morning they brought the sloop to sail, and
carried her out of the harbour of Frenchman's Bay. And
I do further declare, that on the 1th day of September fol-
lowing, at a meeting of the Committees of several districts.
lying eastward and westward of said Frenchman's Bay,
John Springer, Ezra Young, and myself, were chosen by
them to examine by what authority the people of Deer-
Island and Naskeig had taken said sloop and tIVO other

vessels out of Frenchman's Bay. Accordingly, I went to
Deer-Island, and applied there to the Committee to know
by what authority they acted; and received for answer, that
Mr. Patrick had brought down orders fi'om the Congress to
seize all vessels, or words to that effect. I then asked to
see the orders; but said Committee told me that Mr. Pat-
ri<:k carne away in a hurry, and did not bring the papers
with him, but that there certainly was such orders out.

JOHN BANE.

I, John Shaw, of Gouldsborouglt, of ]a\vful age, do tes-
tify and say, that on the ~9th day of August, A, D. 17'75,
bejnIT empJoyed by Nathan Jones, Esq., of said Goulds-
bor'o'?, to collect a quantity of barrel staves, which said
Jones had agreed to purchase of sundry persons living on
the Island of j}[oun( Desart, to load his sloop Sally for
Ireland, I proceeded in said sloop from said Jones's wharf,
in sait! Gouldsboro', about one o'cIoGk in the afternoon,
for said island, being about ten or twelve miles distance,
having on board said sloop one bull between two and three
veal's old, and about two or three thousand of barrel staves;
~ith a gundelo in tow. About seven o'clock the next
morniner, being stilI on board said sloop, in Frenchman's
Bay, ,;ithin one mile distance of said Island o~ j}lount
Desart, I saw severa] boats full, of men armed with mus-
kets, who came up within gun-shot of said sloop,and hailed
and order us to heave to. Simon Gross, who acted as
master on board said sloop, answered, The helm is hard
down; upon which they came along side, and jumped on
board with their muskets in their hands. Some went on
the ~uarter-deck; others went forward; others into the
cabin, I staid on deck a few minutes, and observing that
they had got a case-bottle of rum out of the cabin, went
down into the cabin, and there saw another of the people
carrying another case-bottle of rum out. I followed him
upon deck, and said, What do you mean by this? Who i$
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commander on board now? One WiTliam Reed, of Nas-
keig, said he was commander. I asked what be intended
to do with the sloop and liS. He replied that they were
agoing to carry the sloop to Naskeig or Deer-Island, and
us too. I desired to know for reason they took the sloop,
tellinO"them I was only a PassenO"er O"oinO'to ]}lount Desart/:') . 0 /:') 0 .

to collect a cargo for the sloop; saidRetd answered,that It
was aO"ainst the orders of the Congress to send any vessel
to Irel~nd, and that the sloop was their prize. I told. bim
that any vessel might go to lreland til,l~he 10th of Septem-
ber. He said that Mr, Patrick, the mInister of Deer-Island,
had just came from Court, and brought orders to take all
vessels that were loading for Ireland, or words to that effect. .

Six or eight men then got into the boats, and, began to tOIV
the sloop, it being calm. I we~t below agarn; and a sen-
try being placed at the companion door, refused to let me,
or any of the men who belonged to the sloop, go O,ndeck.
After staying in the cabin about half an hour, said Reed
came down. I asked if were to be kept confined to the
cabin, and said it was ill usage, or words to that effect.
Reed answered it was a mistake in the sentry, and that we
were at liberty to 0"0on deck or stay below, or words to
that effect. They ~hen proceeded with th~ sloop ~oNew-
Bristol Point, and carne to anchor. I apphed for h?~rty to
go on shore, and was permitted to go, after prom,lsmg to
return acrainon board. I went on shore, and tamed two
or three

0
hours, and then returned on board, and desired

tbey would permit me to go home. Reed said I should go
to Deer-Island with them. I said I did not care; I dare
go where they dare carry me; but they had businesswith
me and had better Jet me alone, as I did not belong to the

. ves~el or words to that effer,;t. SotTIe Qf the said Reed's
party ~old me to go along; they would not be plagued with
me on board; upon which I Icft the sloop, and returned
home. And further saith not. JOlIN SHAW.

State oj the I\IASSAClIUSETTS-BAY,LINCOLN County,
GOULDSBORO',5th October, 1776:

Then the saidJohn pe~onally appeared; and after being
carefully examined, and duly cautioned to testify the whole
truth relatinO" to the action in which is to be used, made
oath to the t~uth of the same.

The Deposition of John Robison, of lawful age, testifies
and saith: That on 23d day of July, he was boarded by
Colonel Nathan Jones, in a large canoe, with four men,
who were !Toindto take a sloop detained by the Court; they
guarded my h;use, and commanded me to go with them.
I was forced to do the same. I went, and declare that there
were with me, viz: Philip Hochchis, Shem Hotchkis, Jo-
,eph Barker, Robert Yong, Salasbu.ry 3,
Yong, Stinson, Lobbe, Benjamin Ash,__ Clark, -- Googens. He also declared to me
that the gentlemen of the Court told him that he, i. e., tbe
said Jones, should go and take away from Deer-Island.
And furthermore the deponent saith not.

JOHN ROBEISON.
July the 31st, 1776.

The above-named John Robeson personally appeared
before me and made oath to the truth of the above Deposi-
tion. THOMASSTINSON,J. Peace.

Said Jones not notified, being above twenty miles dis-
tance.

on that occasion, and he to deal with them according as the
law directs.

By order of the major part of the Council :
JOHNAVERY,Deputy Secretary.

Mr. Joseph Colby, Chairman to the Committee of Corre-
spondence, &c.

The Committee lIpon the Petition of the Committee of
Correspondence of Deer-Island, have attended that service,
and finding the subject-matter of said Petition is proper to
be considered by the whole General Court, in the mean time
are of opinion that the within draft of a Letter be sent to
the said Committeeof Deer-Island. ,

BENJ. CHADBOURN, per order.

Frenchman's Bay, New-Bristot, August 31,1775,
MAY IT PLEASEYOURHONOURS: Yesterday a number of

men from Deer-Island and Naskeig, commanded by Captain
Read, of said Naskeig, and Mr. Patrick, of Deer-Island, .
took a sloop belonging to Nathan Jones, Esq., which was'

.

bound to Mount Desert harbour, in tbis bay, to load with
sta\'es for Ireland, and brought her into this harbour. As
soon as Mr. Jones was informed of it, he waited on Captain
Read, MI'. Patrick, and severaJ of the principal men who
had the vessel in possession, and desired to know for what
reason they took the vessel? when they informed him, that
it was contrary to the resolves of the Grand Congressforany
vessel to carry staves to Ireland. Mr. Jories told them
that he was sensible that after the 10th September all vessels
were prohibited going there; but till then he t1lOughthe had
a right to send his vessel there. They then told him his
vessel was their prize, and they would keep her. He then
desired that the vessel might be left with the Committee
of Frenchman's Bay, and he would give bonds to answer
for his conduct before the honourable House of Assembly,
or go himself with them; but they refused, and this day
have carried her out of this bay.

'Ve the subscribers certify, that we have diligently oD-
served the conduct of Mr. Jones, and can find nothing to
ohject against him; and we believe he has not broke tbrough
any of the acts of tbe Congress by sending his vessel contrary
to their resolves. The vessel that was taken returned froln
the West-Indiesin May last; since which, she has been to
Annapolis Royal twice with boards, and brought back hay
and live srock into this bay, and here landed them; and we
believe that the vessel has never been any where besides_
since her return from the West-Indie,~.

. .

At a meeting of the Delegates from the several settle-
ments between Penobscot and lJtlachias,said Jones deylared
himself to be a friend to his country, and that be would
conform to tbe rules and orders of Congress or House of
Assembly of this Province, which was accepted by them,
and he was then recommended by them to tbe friendship and
esteem of his fellow-countrymen, and be has at all times
since behaved as a friend to his country, and we think he
ought to be treated as such by his countrymen. Therefore
we humbly pray your Honours would take the matter intO'
your wise consideration; and if your Honours find that 1\1I'.
Jones has not transgressed, we pray that he may bave hi~
vessel returned to him again. J BOHN ANE,

Chairman oj the Committee of Frenchman's Bay.
James.Ricltardson, Abraham Somes, Committee for lIiount

Desert, South-District.

The Deposition of Daniel Sullivan, of lawful age, heing
. CotlRcilChamber, Watertown, August 22, Ji7G, called on by and before the Committee of Deer-Island and
GENTLEMEN: The General Court is to meet the next Naskeag, testifieth and says: That about two or three

week, when your petition presented by Mr. Patrick shall be month ago Captain Agrcen Crabtree, of Frenchman's Bay,
laid before the wbole Court, and doubt not but the subject- came from the West-Indies, master of the sloop Sally, Na-
matter therein contained will be duly considered. In the tAan Jones owner; that he, the said Crabtree, brought a
mean time, in regard to Nathan Jones taking the sloop Sally quantity of tea, likewise his mate, .Mr. Groos, and one of
from you, committed to your care by the General Court, in his bands, 1\11'.Cartten; said Groos told me that he sold bis
the manner YOllhave represented, the Council highly disap- , to Mrs. Jones, and Mrs. Jones told me that she had bouO'ht
prove of his and his abettors' conduct, and recommend to it; as to Captain Crabtree, he sold his about in said b~y.
you to recover said sloop into your custody again in any I told our Committee of it, desired that it ought to take it in
leO"al metbod you shall think proper, and tbat you apply to hand; but nothing was done. Said Captain Crabtree then
Thomas St£nson, Esquire, Justice of the Peace for the proceeded to Nova-Scotia Government with lumber, two
County of Lincoln, for bis assistance in inquiring into the trips; and one of his hands told me that he, the said Crab-
conduct of said Jones and his abC'!tors'conduct towards you tree, bad brought tea from NOM-Scotia in said voyage, and
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To the honourable the Council and llouse oj Representa-
tives oj the Colony of the MASSACHUSETT~-BAYin Gen-
eral Court assembled:

The Petition of the Committee of DEER-IsLANDhumbly
showeth :

Tbat whereasa numberof the inhabitantsof said Island
and No.4 Nasgeeg did, on the 30th of August, 1775, take
into custody a sloop named the Sally, which had been
transgressing the resolves of the Continental Association,
and delivered the said sloop to us the said Committee, the
subject-matter of which we immediately reported to the
honourable Court, that we might receive their order tbereon,
which was the detention of the said sloop under tbe care of
this Committee until the furtber order of this bonourable
Court.

This trust the Committee have endeavoured faitbfully to
execute, and have patiently waited the furtber order of
COUl't, until Wednesday, the 24th of July, Nathan Jone~,
Esq., and with him a large number of others, armed with
gans, pistols, &c., in five or six boats, appeared in sight,
wbo, in the utmost hurry, went on board said sloop, bent
her sails, which were stowed away; and when asked by
one of the Committee, who only with two men more were
permitted to go on board, who asked wbo commanded the
mob, was answered by said Jones, be commanded tbe party;
being again demanded by what authority, he answered he
took bel' as his own property; he was then forbid to carry
off said vessel, but to no effect, for be immediately had her
under way, and in open defiance to aJi authority went off
once more equipt to feed the unnatural enemies of America,
who, from day to day, are plundering our sea-coast, taking
aU our fishing vessels they can lay hands on, of which we
have some melancholy instances of late, hereby reducing
the friends of the country to utmost distress, in particular
manner this Island, where we have reason to suspect they
are aided and directed to by some in this country; this is
justly suspected from their being so well acquainted with
creeks and places, so that our people have been stopped

To the honourablethe Counciland House of Representa- fromgetting theil'vessels into the harbours,and also from
tives of the State of the MASSACHUSET1S-BAY: the many threats which have been given out by said Jones,

Humbly shows, Nathan Jones, of Gouldsboro', that in and others of his adherents, as also fi'om his known charac-
August, 1775, tbe Committee of Deer-Island, as they tel' of being inimical to all those who are friends to liberty,
styled themselves, took from him (your petitioner) his sloop as has been and still might be made to appear evident to
calJed Sally, under pretence of her being about to'supply this honourab1e Court. We would, were it possible, avoid
the Briti$h Army; that afterwards, in Novembl!rlast, the castingany reflectionson anyone; and when we say any
Great and General Co'#rt of this State lnade an act for con- against 1\11'.Jones, it is not that we love him less than did
demning aJi vessels that were thus employed, and a time his banditti which come with him to rob his country; but
was therein limited for libeling such vessels as were then this we confess, that we love our country more than we do
taken. Whereupon your petitioner then had expectation him or anyone man singly considered; it was from this
of ha\'ing a trial by jury, as said act directed; but. said Com- motive we presume the captors of this vessel acted; from
mittee then knowing that their accusation against YOUl' this motive the aforesaid Island acted in sending up to the
petitioner and bis said vessel was false, and apprehending Court the first time to give information of the shipping being
that he could make appear and establish that he had done at Long-Island; from this principle also tbey went to keep
nothing against the laws of this State, did not libel said them from trading when. three Committees, our neighbours,
vessel,but kept her in their own emp10yfor the space of had agreed to trade with them. From this principle,also,
eleven months. Your petitioner then, by advice of friends, our people, when near upon starving, under the command
took said vessel into possession,as he thouglJ! he might law- of Captain Seth Webb, kept them from landing; and when
fully do; whereupon the honourable Council recommended they had the necessaries of life offered, refused trading with
it to said Committee to recover said vessel; whereupon she them; firedwith the same spirit, they went again to defeat
has since been taken ii'om him, and an order passed the the second fleet fi'om taking wood, &c. These things we
General Court on tbe 28th September,1775) that the said would not mentionwere they not known, so that he must
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then said Jones then chartered said sloop to one Savage, to
carry staves to Ireland. All this time, when said Committee
and others from Naslceag, I heard Eleazer Crabtree threaten
to take said sloop away by force of arms, and said that the
Congress and Court allowed any to be Tory that had, a
mind to behave so, the same as they allowthe Quakers hb-
erty of conscience.

DAN'L SULLIVAN.
Frenehman's Bay, August the 31,1775.

N. B. The said Sullivan testifies and says, that he did
hear said Jones and his clerk, John Shaw, say, that the
above sloop could go where sbe had a mind to, for she had
got a llalifax bo~om.

DAN'L SULLlVAN".

The CDmmittee of both Houses appointed to take into
consideration the Petition of Joseph Colby, Chairman of tbe
Committee of Correspondence, Safety, and Inspection, of
Deer-lsland, in the County of Lincoln, have attended that
service, and beg leave to report, as their opinion, that tbe
honourable Council have given such direclions to Joseph
Colby, in his said capacity as Chairman, &c., as will be
sufficient for recovering the sloop Sally, and also for exam-
ininrr into the conduct of Nathan Jones and his abettors, and
deaITngwith them as the law directs.

And as to the ten guns represented to be lost Ly the
oversettincrof a hoat, your Committee are of opinionthat
the fact is"not sufficiently supported. AJI which is humbly
submitted.

IN COUNCiL, September 5, 1776.-Read, and concurred.

SAM'L ADAMS, Secretary.

PETITION OF NATHAN JONES.

To t!1f!honourable the Council and House of Representa-
tives of the State ojJ\'lASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

The Petition of NATHAN JONES, of Gouldsboro', in the
County of LINCOLN, humbly showeth:

That whereas your petitioner has this day been informed
a complaint has been exhibited against him by the Commit-
tee ofa place called Deer-Island, or by some person in their
behalf,setting forth that your petitioner was inimical to the
free and independent States of America; had by force and
arms taken a s100p from said Committee of Deer-Island;
and to complete their diabolical purpose, that your petitioner
was fled to Halifa<,c for protection: Wherefore your peti-
tioner hurnb1y prays YOllr Honours that he may have a
hearing respecting the subject-matter of said complaint,
before any determination is made thereon.

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c.
NATHAN JONES.

Watertown, October 16, 1776.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, October 16th,
1776.-Read, and committed to the Committee on the
Petition from Deer-Island.

Committee should detain said sloop tiJl the further order of
said COllrt; and a resolution passed the honourable House
and Councillatelv, whereby the said Committee are directed
to libel said slo~p; but the major part of the Council do
not consent to the same; by means of all which your peti-
tioner is -debarred the benefit of tbe act of Government,
and also of a trial by a jury, to whose decision he is willing
at all times to submit his conduct. And this is all done at
the solicitation of one Mr. Patrick, whose deportment and
character YOllrpetitioner conceives is sufficient to render him
below the notice of the honourable Assembly.

Your petitioner prays that he may not have his property
taken from him, or himself condemned, without an impartial
trial accordinfT to the laws of the Government, in which trial
be is so muc!1 assured of the rectitude of his dealings that
he has no doubt of an acquittal.

And, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
NATHAN JONES.
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be a stranger here that does not know these things. We
therefore, your petitioners, humbly pray that your Honours
would take these things into your wise consideration, and
immediately give us orders what you would have us do, or
that which we would rather have a Committee from your
honourable House, or if it can be of the Board, to search
into these and many other things which by writing, without
being tedious, cannot be made known to your Honours. ,"Ve RESOLVE RELATIVETO THE OFFICERS AND SOLDIERSDES-
are willing that our actions should be scanned, and cannot TINED TO HORSE-NECK.
but hope that the closer the search is the brighter we shall Passed November 5,1776.
appBar, although, knowingwe are but men, we would not be Resolved, That the Committee and Selectmen in each
too confident, yet we fear not the t~ial, therefore beg that of the several Towns within this ~tate, ,,:ho have furnished

'our petition may be granted. the officers and soldiers destined to Horse-Neck with Money
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray for for Rations, with Pots and Kettles, ",ith Bottles or Cantl>ens,

the prosperity of the publick canse, in which we rest ourselves and Conveyance of baggage, agreeable to a resolve of the
equally concerned, &c.

J C General Court of this State, published in a handbil} Septem-
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Y't ber last, exhibit their Accounts to the Committee of AccountsatrmanC0 e ~mml ee

~ i.
a e

f? for their examination and allowance. And if said Com-orrespon ence, an IIspec IOn.
mittee, upon examination, shall approve and allow such

N. B. On an alarm since writing the above, by a ship's Accounts, that then the Paymaster appointed by this Court
coming into the harbour ten of the inhabitants of this Island be, and he hereby is directed to pay unto each of the several'
lost their guns by a boat's oversetting; we pray your Hon-

.
persons the full of tbeir Accounts so allowed, although they

ours would order some method whereby the deficiency may do not produce receipts from those to whom tbey paid tbe
be supplied, as ai'ms cannot be obtained here. money.

JOSEPH COLBY,
By order of Committee.

In the House 01 Representatives, November 4,1776.

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition of
Nathan Jones, beg leave to report, that they have attended
that service, and find that some time in the summer of the
year 1775, the Committee of Deer-Island, in the County
of Lincoln, on suspicion that the said Jones was loading his
sloop called the Sally witb supplies for the enemies of the
American States, and that he had before supplied them with
certain cargoes of the same sloop, took her into possession.
That afterwards, in November last, there was an act passed
by the General Court bf this State, empowering all persons
who had taken vessels which had been employed in sup-
plying tbe enemy, to libel them, witbin a time by said act
limited, in the Courts by said act created for the trying of
the same, and to have them condemned as the prizes of the
libellants, and that the said Committee of Deer-Island did
not libel said vessel according to the said act. and the said
Jones rfterwards took her into his custody again; whereupon
the honourable Council, on application made to them during
the last recess of the General Court, ordered tbe said Com-
mittee of Deer-Island to recover the said sloop Sally again;
and afterwards there was a resol \'e of the wbole Court, direct-
ing the said Committee to detain the said ;:sloopuntil the
further order of Court; and since that time the House has
passed a resolve that said Committee might libel said vessel,
but the honourable Council have not consented thereunto.
And as the matter in controversy is of a private nature be-
tween said Committee and said Jones, and the proceeds of
said vessel, if she should be condemned, will go to the use
of those persons who shall libel her, and not to this State,
your Committee are of opinion that this Court are by no
means held to involve themselves in the dispute, and there-
fore beg leave to report tbe following resolve, to wit:

RESOLVE ON NATHAN JONES'S PETITION.

Passed November 5,1776.

Whereas the Committee of Deer-Island have taken into
custody a Vessel owned by ,Nathan Jones, and said to have
been employed (in breach of tbe Jaws of this State) in sup-
plying tbe enemy; and the time by law limited for the
libeling said Vessel is expired:

It is, therefore, Resolved, Tbat the said Committee may,
at any time within fifteen days next after their being served
with a copy of tbis resolve, libel said Vessel before the Judge
of the Maritime Court, in the eastern district of this State,
erected to try tbe justice of the captures of Vesse]s. And
such Court is empowered to take c@gnizance of and try the
same, in tbe same manner as if the time by law alJowed for
the libeling such Vessels was not expired.

And it is also Resolved, That all orders of the Council,
and Resol ves and Orders of this Court heretofore particularly
respecting the same Vessel be, and they berebyare repealed,
and rendered null and void. And in case the said Com-
mittee, or their agent or agents, sha1l not see cause to libel

the said vessel within fifteen days after they or any two of
them shall be served with a copy of this resolution, the said
Jones, or his agent or attorney, shall have full power and
authority to take into his own care and custody the said
Vessel and appurtenances.

RESOLVE GRANTING A PETITION TO JOHN ROBBINS.

Passed November 5,1776.

On the Petition of John Robbins,
Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the

publick Treasnry of this State to and for the use of the
petitioner, John Robbins, the sum of £ 13 6s. Sd., yearly,
until the General Court sha1l otherwise order it, to recom-
pense him for his sufferings by wounds which be received
on the 19th of April, 1775; and the Treasurer and Receiver
General be, and he hereby is directed to pay the same sum
yearly as he shall receive warrants from the Council for the
payments thereof, and the first payment to commence fi'om
the 19th of April, 1776.

RESOLVE FOR TRANSPORTING WHALE-BOATS TO NEWPORT.

Passed November 5, 1776.

Resolved, That Mr. Lemuel Williams, of Dartmouth, be,
and hereby is empowered to transport in the cheapest manner
from Dartmouth to Newport, the remainder of the Whale-
Boats purchased and left there in consequence of a resolve
of this Court of tbe 16th of September last, and that he be
directed to deliver tbem to Governour Cooke, taking hig
receipt for the same, and lay his account before this Court
for approbation and allowance.

RESOLVE RELATIVE TO DANIEL ROBBINS'S MUSTER-ROLL.

Passed November 5,1776.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the PlIblickTreasury
of this State the sum of £ 1 Qs. 4d., to Oliver Fairbank;
likewise to Reuben l"Ioor, the sum of ten shillings, in full
for their Wages and Rations due to them for their service
on tbe alarm on the 19th of April, 1715, omitted being
made up in Captain Daniel Robbins's Minute-Roll.

PETITION OF WILLIAM BLAIR TOWNSEND.

To the 7lOn~urable Council and House of Representatives oj
the State of the 'MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,in NEW-ENGLAND,
in General GJUrt assembled:

The Petition oj WILLIAM BLAIR TOWNSEND,now resident
in'HoPKINTON, in the County of MIDDJ.ESEX, and said
State of the MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,in behalf of his c,hil-
dren, humbly showcth :
That whereas the said Tf1illiam.Blah', as an executor to

the last will, &c., of the Honourable Thomas ~flubbard,
Esquire, deceased, is possessedof a note of HmTison Gray's,
as Treasurer of the late Province of the ltlassachusetts-Bay,
for the sum of five hundred Pounds, borrowed of Madam
Afqry Hubbard, the 9th day of August, 1113, for the use
and service of and in behalf of said Province, promising and
oblio'inO"himself and successors in the office of Treasurer to
rep:y tile said Mary Hubbard, or her order, the QOth day
of Jzt1!e, 1775, the aforcsaid sum of five hU:1dred Pounds, in
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Spanish mined do11ars,at six shillings each, with interest
annually at five per cel1t.; which note, in the dlvisionof the
said deceased's estate, is set off to your petitioner's children,
in part of their dividend in their said grandfather Hubbard's
estate:

And whereas but one year's interest, to the 9th day of
August, 1774, has beell paid by said Treasurer Gray o.n
said note, and no part of the principal sum, and your petl- .
tioner preventedfrommakingapplication to said Treasurer
Gray for the payment either of the interest or principal sum
due on said note, accordin<r to the terms therein expressed
for the payment thereof, by reason of the great a~Hlunavoid-
able difficulties and embarrassments said Province has la-
boured under from that time to this, to the great detriment
of your petitioner and his children in this and othel' res~ects,
but who have and are still willing to pay their proportIon of
all lelTal demands, thouoh it should be the whole they are
posse~sed of, and sacrifi~e their lives also, in supporting this
State, struggling in the glorious cause of liberty, which may
God go on mercifully to prosper and succeed:

Therefore your petitioner prays that this honour~ble Court
would direct or order the present Treasurer of this State to
repay YOllr petitioner, in behalf of his children, the principal
sum of said note, being five hundred Pounds, with the annual
interest, at five pel' cent., due thereon, from the said 9th day
of August, 1774, or relieve the children of your petitioner
by paying the interest due on said note, 01' in any other
way that to them shall appear best.

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.
\VILLIA.M BLAIR TOWNSEND.

Waterlown, September 7th, 1776.

RESOJ.,VE ON THE PETITION OF WILLIAM BLAIR TOWNSEND.

Passed November 5, 1776.

On the Petition of William Blair Townsend, Esquire, in
behalf of his children:

As it appears from said Petition and Note that the sum
of five hundred Pounds was, in the year 1773, on the 9th
c.f Alta'ust, borrowed of Harrison Gray, then Treasurer, of
Mada~ ]}Iary Hubbard, since deceased, for the use of this
Colony, which sum said Gray obligated himself and succes-
sors in the officeof Treasurer to repay, with annual interest,
to the said J.1fary,or her heirs: And as said sum, with the
interest (save one year) remains unpaid, and the heirs have
solicited the honourable House to pay the principal and
interest, or the interest:

Therefore, Resolved, That t,herebe paid out of the pub-
lick Treasury to said heirs, or their guardian, the interest
due on the afore-mentioned sum.

PETITION OF JOSEPH PATRICK.

To the hononrable Council and House of Representatives for
the State of thr; l\fASSACHUSETTS-BAY,in General Court
assembled:

The Petition of JOSEPH PATRICK, humbly showeth:
That he did, some time during the GCj.Cral Court's recess

the time before their last session, come upbn his own expense
and charge a.hove three hundred miles~=and gave informa-
tion to the Council of Nathan Jones taking away a vessel
by force and arms, which was detained by a special order
of this Court; that he received the Council's orders, endeav-
oured to see that they were executed; has since returned and
made report what has been done; waited by desire of Coun-
cil till the honourable Comt should meet, so that thereby the
affair has been laid before the whole House.

These things your petitioner would wilJingly do gratis,
were he able; but as he is not, and as the Council gave him
encouragement by saying that they made no doubt but that
the House wou!d a]fow him pay, to your petitioner, his ex-
penses and trouble, prays therefore that your Honours would
grant his account, which is as follows, viz:
To traveling, and waiting at Watertown, from the 9th of

August, 1176, to the 4th September, twenty-fi~'e days, at
5s. perday, - - £6 5 0

To the hire of an horse fromNewburyport,£ I
15s. - - - - - - - -

To passage from and to Deer-Island, £ 1 4s.
To feeding his horse seven nights and days, 7s. -

1 15 0
1 4 0
o 7 0

To p;ssage the second time from Deer-Island to
Boston,14s. - - - - - - - - - - £0 140

To the hire of an horse from Boston to Water-
town, 33.

To waitingat Court by desire.of the Counci] for
the honourable Court meetmg,and afterwards
for their orders, from September the 21st to
October 27th, thirty-five days, ~t 5s. pel' day,

The total, -

o 3 0

9 fi 0
---£ 19 13 0

Your petitioner hopes your Honours will not think his
account extravagant, when they consider the time he has
expended, the travel and fatigue which of consequence he.
must have undergone in travelling not Jess than twel ve hun-
dred miles, which he never has nor never can get any thing
unless your Honours please to allow it to him. This he is
the rather enco~raged to ask for, as he is most absolutely
assuredthat it was only a disinterested love to his country
which movedhim to take so arduous a task of discovering
and bringing to light an enemy, an high trespasser, against
this State, as his own acknowledgment allows; therefore
your petitioner prays that his account may be granted.

And, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c.
JOSEPH PATRICK.

PETITION OF ROBERT }'ARRAH.

To the honourable the Council and the honourable House of
Representatives of the State of the M_'>.SSACHUSETTS-Bu,
in General Court assembled, NOVEMBER,A.D. 1776:

Humbly shows ROBERT FARRAH:
That he was late Master of the brigantine Henry and Ann,

which was taken by Captain Sawter, an armed vessel ill
the service of this State; and as this brigantine was char-
tered by the British Government as a transport vessel, he

. is not entitled by law to receive his wages, as the masters
of other merchant vessels which are taken do. He would
further represent, that he had on board this brigantine when
taken, a private adventure, the sterling cost of which was
upwards of two hundred pounds sterling. This he is also
denied, so that he is without a shilling to support him while
a prisoner. He would beg leave to suggest to your Honours
that it is the unvaried custom for the masters of transport
vessels taken by the armed vessels in the service of the
United States, to have given them their private adventures,
which generalis custom is almost universaHyfollowed by the
captors in and owners of private vessels of war. Your pe-
titioner humbly, and with a decent confidence, hopes your
Honours will consider his unfortunate case, and in YOllr
goodness grant him relief; and, as in duty bound, shall
pray.

R'T FARRAH.

RESOLVE RELATIVE TO THE BRIG MARY AND .TAMES.

Pas.ed November 6, 1776.

Resolved, That Mr. Heman Brimmer and Mr. Ellis
Gray be a Committee on the part of this State to repair
immediately to the town of Salem, there to be adjoined by
two persons appointed by the proprietors of the cargo of the
Brig .Mary and James,a prizelately brought into Salem, for
the purpose of appraising such part of the cargo of tbe said
prize Brig as may to the Committee of Clothing appear ne-
cessary for this State fo purchase for the use of this State.
Provided the Committee above-mentioned do not agree
respecting the value of tbe said goods, or any part tbereof,
then the said appraisers shall appoint a fifth person, wbo
shall assist in appraising the goods afore-mentioned. And
the Committee of Clothing are hereby authorized to pay the
several sums thus determined by the Committee of Appraise-
ment aforesaid.

RESOLVE FOR PAYING JONATHAN STURGIS £2.
Passed November 6, 1776.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publicI. Treas-
ury of this. State the SllInof forty Sbillings to Jonathan
Sturgis, for one month's wages omitted in the Muster Roll.

RESOI.VE RESPECTING PRISONERS OF WAR.

Passed November 6,1776.

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety, Correspond-,
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ence, &c., in the several maritime towns in this State do, as
soon as may be, make a return to the Council, of all Pris-
oners that now are, or that may be from time to time brought
into their several towns by any armed vessel, or others who
are not prisoners of war, and who shall not inlist into the
sea service of any of the United American States, or on
board any armed vessel fitted out by private adventurers;
and that the Council be, and they hereby are, empowered
to remove all such Prisoners to such inland towns, not laying
on any publick post road, as they shall think proper.

And it is further Resolved, That the Selectmen of each
town to which such prisoner shall be destined be, and they
hereby are empowered and directed to put all such Prison-
ers who are not able and actually do not maintain the.m-
selves, to labour for their support. And if any Prisoner is
pu~ under the care and direction of the s\lid Selectmen, they
shall make return thereof to the Council, who are hereby
empowered to commit him or them to such jails as they shall
think proper, till their further order.

RESOLVE FOR PUTTING £400 IN THE HANDS OF THFf COM-

MITTEE FOR BUILDING A POWDER-MILL. AT STOl;:rGH1:0N.
Passed November 7, 1776.

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to build the
Powder-Mill at Stoughton be, and they hereby are, directed
to procure Runners for said Mill, and set up works fOJ
receiving them, as soon as possible, in order that an experi-
ment may be made of manufacturing Powder with said
Runners.

And it is further Resolved, That the further sum of four
hundred Pounds be put into the hands of the aforesaid Com-
mittee, to enable them to discharge the several charges that
have already arisen, or that may hereafter arise in the com-
pletion of the said Mill: they, the aforesaid Committee, to
be accountable to the General Court for the expenditure
thereof.

ORDER TO THE SUERIFF OF 'rIlE COUNTY OF ESSEX.

State of Massachusetts-Bay! Coun
.

C

.

il Chamber, ).
November 7, 17i6. 5

To the Sheriff of the Countyof ESSEX:
You are hereby commanded to search Captain Leech

jJlcLewis and John Couset Piers, together with their bag-
gage, on their arrival at Boxford, the place of their destina-
lion, and take from them any and all such papers as to you
may appear dangerous to this or any of the United Ameri-
can States for them to possess. And you are hereby di-
rected to perform this in such manner as most effectually to
answer the end proposed. And all such papers, so found
upOn !,he said prisoners', you are carefully, as soon as may
be, to transmit \0 this Board.

Hereof fail not; and make return to the Board of your
doings as soon as may be. And this shall be your sufficient
warrant.

State of Massachusetts-Bay, Council Chamher, ).
November 7th, 1776. 5

Ordered, That the Sheriff of the County of Essex be
and hereby is directed to tender the Parole accompanying
this Order to John Couset Piers, now in Salem, lately taken
prisoner of war; al1d in case he refuses to sign the same, to
commit him, so refusing, to prison, agreeable to a resolve of
the honourable Congress.

And it is further Ordered, That the said Sheriff be and
hereby is directed to employ some suitable person to con-
duct the said John Cousett Piers to the town of Boxford,
in the said County of Essex, to which place the said John
Couset Piers is destined, upon his signing said Parole, and
bim deliver to the care of the Committee of Safety, &c., of
said town.

W. SPOONER,
CALEB CUSHING,
JOHN W HETcmm,

ELDAD TAYLOR,
S. HOLTEN,
JABEZ FISHER.

RESOLVE APPOINTING W AGO!'>"MASTER5.

Passed November 7, l7i6.

Resolved, That Oliver Pier be and hereby is appointed
a Wagonmaster for the Northern Army; and that Captain

John Holmes be and hereby is appointed a Wagon master
for the Southern Army; with liberty to appoint each a De-
puty, whose business shall be to procure teams and wagons
from time to time for such stores and clothing as the Com-
mittee of Clothing and Committee of Supplies shall have
occasion for: The said Wagonmasters to procure wagons,
&c., upon the best terms, and also wagons, and for the ten
tons of saltpetre ordered to be sent toJV1r. Livingston agree-
able to a requisition of Congress: tbe said Wagonmasters to
give their receipts and promise of careful transportation of
such clothing, stores, and saltpetre as they shall receive, and
also for deli\'ering of the same to the order of the above-
named Committees; to take duplicate receipts, wben deli-
vered, of tbe (~uartermaster-General, the Commissary of
each Army, for clothing and stores, and of Mr. Livingston
for the saltpetre, and also apply to the said Livingston for
payment of transportation. And that tbe sum of one hun-
dred (lnd fifty pounds each be granted to the respective
Wagon masters, to enable them to hire wagons, &c., for the
above purposes, they being accountable to this Court for
the expenditure of tbe said sums; and that the sum of twel ve
shillings per day be allowed each Wagon master for himself
and horse, whilst on actual service of this State.

ORDER RESPECTING THE TRIAL OF THE B.RTG BETSEY.

In Council, November 8th, 17i6.

Whereas there appears no prospect that the Brig Betsey,
with her cargo or her appurtenances, lately taken by a ves-
sel belonging to this State, claimed by Mr. Creed and others,
and has been acquitterl on a trial in the Maritime Court at
Salem, will be condemned on the trial on the appeal to tho
Supreme Court:

Therefore Ordered, That the Agent for the Middle Dis-
trict for this State be, and he hereby is, directed not to enter
or prosecute the said appeal so far as respects the interest of
this State; and he signify to the captors, or such as repre-
sent them, that if they are determined and will prosecute
the said appeal so far as tbe captors are interested, they must
do it entirely at tbeir own expense.

Read and accepted.
JOHN AVERY,Deputy Secretary.

To the Honourable j){r. DANA, Watertown:

SIR: 1 find Mr. Cretd is about to make application to
Council for the delivery of tbe Brig Betsey, and therefore
pray leave to inform you, that after the trial in the Maritime
Court at Salem, I had detel'lpined not to trouble myself any
further about her, as there did not appear to me on triaJthere
was the least probability of her being condemned; but as
the Captain was clamorous and noisy, I entered my appeal
with an intention to prosecute it further at the Superiour
Court, but I assure you I have not the most distant appre-
hension of succeedinl?' It will be an expense of about forty
pounds. The Board will act their pleasure.

I am, sir, your very humble servant,
RICHARD DERBY, Jun.

Honourable Mr. Dana.
..

ORDER RESPECTING AN EXCHANGE OF PIUSONERS.
State of the Massachusetts-Bay, Council-Chamber, ).

November the 8, 1776. 5

Whereas tW? vessels have I~tely arrived from Halifax,
by order of SII. George Colber, COtlJlllander Rain-Bow
man-of-war, under the care of Captain Thomas Stone, as
flag of truce, with one hundred and seventy-four of our men
that have been taken by the enemy, in order to exchanO'e
for a like number of their men, and under like circUl~l-
stances that have been taken by vessels belonginO'to the
United State.~ of America, with directions to negotiate the

affair with Mr. Nathaniel Tracey, of Newbury-Port whose
right to negotiate with Lieutenant Stone for the ex'chanrre

of ~risoners was confined ~y th.is Board to the perso~s
captlVated on board the Bngantllle Yankee Hero, a pri-
vate armed vessel of this State; And whereas but five
persons so captivated have been sent into this State in the
said flags of t~u~e, and it was therefore altogether irregular
that the negotlatlo~ for the exchange of any other prisoners
than those be]onglllg to the said Yankee Hero should be
man~ged or conducted by the said Tracey; yet as it is
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apprehended that Sir George Collier may have mistaken the
extent of the powers committed to said Tracey, and most.of
the prisoners brought into this State by said flag~ h~ve dIs-
persed and g?ne to thei~ several homes, and consldermg the
great hardships and distresses our men have under~one
during their late captivity, it is thought proper, for this time,
to deliver up to the said Stone an equal number of persons
wbo are now captives in this State (baving respect to the
rank and condition of the persons sent up for exchange) as
have been returned in the said flags. And that for the
future no exchan!Te should or ou"ht to be made for any

'" '"
.

prisoners unless the officer by whose direction our subjects
shall be sent hither shall give order to negotiate for the same
directly with the Government of this State:

Therefore, Resolved, That Benjamin Greenleaf, Richard
Derby, and Benjamin Austin, Esqrs., be a Committee to
collect one hundred and sixty-nine persons that have been
taken by our vessels, under the like situation and circum-
stances, as near as may be, with those brought by Captain
Thomas Stone, and negotiate the affair of the exchange with
said Stone; and that Mr. Nath. Tracey, of Newbury-Port,
be empowered and directed to convey four officers and
one private /i'om any of the prisoners at or near North-
ampton, (John Knight and Robert Arnold excepted,). and
ne!Totiate the exchan!Te for the four officers and one pnvate
lat~ly of the privat~er Yankee Hero, now in his (said
Stone's) possession.

RESOLVE FOR PAYING ENOCH COE £2 10s.
Passed November 7, 1776.

On the Petition of Enoch Coe, praying for an allowance
for the expense of bis sickness while in the Army,

Resolved, That tbere be paid to him, out of the publick
Treasury, the sum of £2 lOs., in full of his account.

RESOLVE FOR PAYING £5,000 TO THE BOARD OF WAR.

Passed November 8, 1776.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the Treasury of this
State £5,000 to the honourable Board of War, to enable
them to procure some articles necessary to be immlJdiately
purchased.

ESTABLISH].IENT FOR THE COMMISSARIES APPOINTED TO DE-

LIVER STORES TO THE AR~IY.

Passed November 8, 1776.

Resolved, That the Commissaries appointed to deliver
out to that part of tbe Army raised or to be raised by this
State, such necessaries and conveniences as shall be ordered
by this Court, be allowed, for their respective services, at
the rate of fourteen pounds per calendar month, during their
attendance on said service; and tbat each Commissary be
allowed one clerk to attend him, who shall be allowed and
paid in full for hi;; services, at the rate of seven pounds per
calendar month. Also,

Resolved, That the said Commissaries be empowered to
hire one or more Storehouses, as occasion may require, and,
if necessary, to call to their aid one or more persons to assist
them in the proper distribution of the stores that may be
committed to their. care, and tbat they lay an account of the
same belore tbe General Court for allowance.

PETITION OF BENJAl\IIN FOSTER.

To the honourable Council and House of Representati1m
of the MASSACHUSETTS-STATE:

The Petition ofBENJAl\nN FOSTER, in behalf of the Sixth
ReO'iment in the County of LINCOLN,under my command:
That upon examination we have little or no ammunition

by us in tbe Regiment above-mentioned: by whicb means
we are much exposed in the present day to the unnatural
enemies of tbe United States, the strong attacbment to
which induces me to take this step of application for sup-
plies; therefore beg that your Honours will take it into your
wi;;e consideration, and furnish us witb a stock sufficient for
such a number of men consisting of seven hundred as a
town stock. And, as in duty bound, shall ever pt'ay.

BENJAMIN FOSTER.

PETITION OF THE COMMITTEE OF MACHIAS.

To the honourable the Council and House of Representa-
tives for the Colony of l\h.SSACHUSETTS-BAY:

Whereas your Honours were pleased to issue an order in
Aprillast,empoweriog the Committees of Correspondence,
Safety, and Inspection, in the several towns and planta-
tions in this Colony, to lease out the real estate of all per-
sons that have been aiding and assisting the enemies of tbe
United Colonies of America: And wbereas Ichabod Jones,
late of this place, did aid and assist the Ministerial Fleet and
Army, by supplying tbem with lumber, &c, ; and as the said
Ichabod left a considerable property in tbis pJace, both real
and personal: In obedience, therefore, to your Honours'
commands, we, the Committee of Correspondence, Safety,
and Inspection, for Machias, have taken a true inventory of
all the estate of Ichabod Jones in this place that has come
to our knowledge, some of wbich real estate we have leased
out, as mentioned in said inventory, a copy of which we
herewith Jay before your Honours.

About the 1st instant one Stephen Jones appeared and
exhibited to us an instrument of joint copartnership between
Ichabod Jones, Stephen Jones, and John Co.tJin Jones, de-
manding two-tbirds of all said estate in this place, both real
and personal, (although he could not bring any thing to
prove the fee of said real estate to be in any person besides
said Ichabod,) for the use of bimse]f and said John C~ffin
Jrmes; but as the said Stephen Jones did, some time in
November last, kill about fOlll'teen oxen, all which he sold
and converted to his own use, together with four horses,
being part of said estate; and it appearing to this Commit-
tee that the said Stephen Jones was using every means in
his power to get all said personal estate into his own hands,
we therefore passed a resolve, of which the fonowing is a
copy, viz: "~Whereas a great part of the personal estate of
Ichabod Jones, bite of this place, bas been secreted, wastefl,
or otherwise embezzled the year past; and whereas this
Committee bave offered all said personal estate to Stephm
Jone.~, provided he will give tbis Committee a true inven-
tory of all the personal estate which belonged to Ichabod
Jones in June last, with sufficient security to see the same
forthcoming when required by the General Court of this
Colony, or this Committee, which said Stephen Jones bas
utterly refused to eompJy with:

"Thel'efore, Resolved, That this Committee will forth-
with take cbarge of all tbe real and personal estate in this
place belonging to Ichabod Jones, and will pursue the di-
rections of the Court in said matter."

Having thus given a true state of facts, we humbly pray
your Honours will be pleased to order how we shan conduct
in tbis aff.'lir.

By order of the Commitlee :
BENJA. FOSTER, Chairman.

Machi~~, June 19th, 1776.

To the honourable the Council and lIou.~e of Repremita-'
tl:vesof the State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

The Petition of BENJAMINFOSTEII,of MACHIAs,on behalf
of the Committee and inhabitants of said place, humbly
showeth:
Tbat whereas in consequence of bringing a number of

prisoners from 1Uachias to "fVatertown,in August, 1775, a
considerable expense arose tbereby, which was but in part
discharged by your Honours, viz: one hundred pounds re-
ceived of the Honourable lIenry Gardner, Esq., by Jour
petitioner and Jeremiah Obrian, lor which they gave their
bond tbat they would settle the whole account of said ex.
pense; in order to do which, your petitioner herewith lays
before your Honours an account of tbe whole expense
attending the bringing up said prisoners, &c., which fie
prays may be allowed, as he has sufficient vouchers, which
he is ready to lay before any Committee which your Hon-
ours may appoint to examine the same.

Your petitioner also begs lea ve to acquaint your Honours
that we suppJied the Indians tbe Jast winter with sundry
articles necessary for their su pport, and without which tbey
could not have subsisted, as well as to keep fj'iends with
them, before there was any TruckmastlJr appointed at said
place; and said Indians are so poor they are unable to pay
any part of said account; therefore we pray your Honours
would order Captain Stephen Smith, Truckmaster -at Ma-
chias, to pay said account of articles supplied said .hldians
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Your petitioner further prays your Honol1l'swould give
the Committee of Machias some special directions respect-
ing the estate of Ichabod Jones, as Stephen Jones, a partner
in trade with said lchabod, utterly refuseth to deliver to said
Committee any part of said estate that he has in his hands,
but has forcibly entered upon some part of said Ichabod's
estate, and still detains the same. And whereas many have
deserted from the enemy at Nova-Scotia, and come to lJla-
chias, and we have reason to think more would come could
they obtain sufficient provisions at said place to subsist them
to those parts, we therefore pray your Honours would order
Captain Smith, Truckmaster at lJ'Il1chia.y,to supply any de-
serters that may come, as aforesaid, with sufficient for their
relief. - .

Your petitioner further begs leave to suggest to your
Honours the distressed con'dition of the people of lJlachias,
by reason of their not being able to export their lumber,
which is their chief article of support. Therefore pray your
Honours would take their case into consideration, and supply
them with articles that they stand in need of, and take our
lumber in pay. We should not have troubled the Court
again, but we have no.vessels to export our lumber, our only
remaining one being taken by the enemy. As in duty
bound, shall ever pray.

B F C'~ .
ENJA. OSTER, IWlrman.

October 17, 1776.

Machias, December 29th, li75.

The Committee of Safety of Machias, Dr.:
For Francis Joseph and two other Indiam, one dinner each.., .£0 :I 0
To lodging three Indians_,at 4d. . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . .. 0 1 0

To three Indians' breakfast, at Is. PI'.. .. ..... ... . . . . .. 0 3 0
To three lb. of powder for said Indians, at 6s. lb.

'"
. . ... . ., 0 18 0

To twolb. ofbunets,at 8d.. . . . . .. . . . . .., . ... .. . . . . .. .. . ., 0 1 4
January 16th, 1776.-To Captain Jl'Iuxetand four other Indians,

one dinner each, at Is. . . . .., . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .
To lodging five Inaians, at 4d ... .................
To breakfast for ditto, at Is.. ... . . . .. . . . ... . . . . .. . . ...
To one peck of peas, at 2s. . . .. . ... . .. ... . . . .... .. . .,
To one peck of meal, at Is. 6d. .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . ,. .
To two lb. powder, at 6s "..,........
To twelveflints, at h. 4d. . .. .. . . .. .. .. . .. ... .. . . ... .
To four lb. buck shot, at 8d. Pl'. .. .. .. . . . . . .. . . .. . ... .
Februal'1J 10th.-To supplying said Indians with two quarts

molasses, at Is. 8d 0 1 8
To one and a half coffee, at Is. 4d. pr 0 2 0
February 26th.-To supplying ten Indiam with dinner, at Is.

pr.. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . , . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .
To lodging ditto, at 4d.. . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . ... . . ., .. . . .
To breakfast for ten Indians. . . . . .. , . .. . . . . .. . . . . ... . .. . . .
To three lb. and a half of powder, at 6s. pr................
To four tb. of shot, at 8d. Pl'. .. .. . ... . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. .. .
To eighteen flints, at 28. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . . .. . .. ... ..
To six lb. of bullets, at 8d. . . , .. . . . . ... . . . .

"
, . ., . . .. . . . . .

050
o 1 8
050
020
o 1 6
o 12 0
o 1 4
028

010 0
034
o 10 0
1 1 10
028
020
040

£5 14 2
-

Errours except. Pro JONAS FARNSWORTH.

Machias, June 14th, 1776.

The within Account delivered to the Indians in their
distress before there was a Truckmaster appointed by the
honourable Court, and refused to be paid by said Tl'lIck-
master.

This Account being examined by the Committee, it ap-
Pears to be just. P B F C'L .

r. ENJA. OSTER, lIazrman.

Inventory of Goods, 8[c., belonging and found in the Store
of ICHABOD JONES, in MACHIAS, MAY 6, 1776, viz:

1 desk, No.1, 16 kitchen chairs,
1 elo., No.2, 1 frying pan,
1 writing do., No.3, 9 mnstapl bottles,
1 do. No.4, 2 bottles,
1 barrel containing- 1 smal~jaek,
8 earthen dishes, 5 tea-dishes, queensware,
1 sugar bowl, 1 barrel contmlling-
2 butter pots, 4.delf dishes,
:I\ea-pots, 3 queensware do.,
1 coffee-pot, 3 glass cans,
1 iron spoon, 2 glass mustard pots,
2 earpets, 1 glass decanter,
1 olel trunk of old papers, 2 large China bowls,
1 large round table, No.7, 2 cracked do.,
1 large pair andirons, 3 China coffee bowls,
1 pair dogs, 2 decanters,
211(pair small do., 1 earthen dish,
{chafing dish, 1 washing bowl,

. llong-handle brush, 1 large vinegar crewet,
2 iron fendel's, 5 China coffee cups and 4 broken
1 bolt auger, saucers,
1 bread basket, 5 China tea cups and 2 saucers,
6,junk bottles, 1 sman China bowl,
J wooden mortar, 2 small decanters,
J tin saucepan, 1 tea-pot,
1 pint tunnel, 9 China plates,

2 lamps,
1 curry-comb,
1 pair old bellows,
1 cullender,
1 dish-cover,
1 barrel containing-
16 bottles,
2 earthen pots,
1 old tea-kettle,
2 brushes,
1 box with ajack,'
A quantity of oakum,
1 high iron candlestick,
3 trammels,
61 ox bones,
1 fire shovel,
1 ironing board,
2 new steel-plate mill-saws,
6 mill-saws that have been used,
1 box of papers,
1 old set-net,
Horse harness,
1 large tin canister,
1 do., with seven glass bottles,
1 box with three white square do.,'
2 clothes baskets,
5 cream-colored plates,
1 small bag of hops,
1 box with twelve bottles,
1 old box,
1 old basket,
14 fram cd chairs, leather and cloth

bo ttoms,
1 round-about do.,
1 hogshead with 72 junk bottles,
1 olel case containing-
1 delf bowl,
2 old do.,
2 China mugs,
2 large drinking glasses,
1 vinegar cre\vet,
4 glass salt-seners,
2 tea-pots,
1 earthcn sugar-bowl,
2 glass tumblers,
1 sman iJo.,
3 China saucers,
1 do. butter boat,
1 old chest,
1 old brass kettle,
1 old case with four junk bottles,
1 basket,
1 square table, No.1,
1 round do., No.2,
1 oval do., No.3,
1 square large do., No.4,
1 tea do., No.5,
1 square do., No.6,
1 basket of curtain-rings,
1 case drawers,
1 dripping pan,
1 large dish-cover,
Some bed-rails and curtain-rods,
1 ~ridiron,
1 hre-slice,
1 sacking-bottom and frame,
:2 dish kettles,
2 square sieves,
1 easy chair,

1 large glass tumbler,
1 earthern candlestick,
3 beer glasses,
16 wine glasses,
5 broken do.,
1 queens ware soup bowl,
1 barrel containing-
8 oval di"hes, queensware,
45 plates, do.,
3 butter boats,
2 large fish dishes,
1 small do.,
15 China plates,
9 China tea dishes,
11 wine glasses,
3 beer do.,
2 glass salt-sellers,
2 notched dishes,
5 tumblers,
2 cream pitchers,
2 small queensware plates,
6 small bowls,
1 punch strainer,
1 sugar dish,
1 mug,
1 coffee pot,
1 mustard do.,
1 earthen salver,
1 black coffee pot,
2 decanters,
1 tumbler,
1 broken do.,
1 table, No.6,
1 case drawers with 2 yds. shanoon,
1 table, No.9,
1 dressing do., No. 10,
1 square do., No. 11,
1 do., No. ]2,
1 do.,No. ]3,
1 round do., No. 14,
1 do., No. 15,
1 soup spoon,
1 spit,
1 screen,
1 horse brush,
1 barrel with half bushel peas,
1 screen,
1 pair scales,
1 weight, 14 Ibs.,
1 do., 7Ibs.,
1 dipping lead,
2 fishinO' do.,
1 hanet part full tongues and

sounds,
1 case with 12 bottles,
3 iron crow-bars,
1 barrel with one gallon oil,
1 half-bushel measure,
2 kedge anchors,
1 yoke of oxen,

~

I th f1 horse, n , e c!lTe 0

2 chains, Sam I Mllbury.

1 pair steelyards,
1 old mill-saw,
1 steel-plate saw,
About 700 miIJ-lo~s, and about

15,000 feet merch't boards; not
taken in our possession.

REAL ESTATE.

Half a saw in the Rock-Mi!!, so called; not in our possession.
Half a saw in the Old Mi!!; not in our possession.
One-quarter of a saw in None-Such Mill; not in our possession.
Three-eighths of a saw in Mill Unity, let out to saw on It share to

Ephmim Chase.
Threeeight.hs ofa saw in Mill Unity, let as follows, viz:

One-eighth to .Baron Hanscom for 8,000 feet merch't boards, per
annum.

One-e~ghth to Joseph .Munson, for 8,000 feet do. per annum.
One-eIghth to Jno. Wooden Forster, for 8,000 do. per annum.

One dweJling house, barn, and land, let to Ja's Lord and Jno. JfTooden
Forster,per annum.. . . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . .. . OJ. .. . . . . .. .. . . . £13 8 0

One old house and one acre land to George Thompson.. . . . . .. . 2 0 0
Sundry srnalllots leased as follows, viz:
One lot to Jabe%West, per annum. . . . . .. , . .. . . .. . . . . ... . . . .
One do. to Sam'l Milberry.. . . . . ,. . . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .
One do. to Sam'l Reed...................................
One do. do.

120
170
030
040

£18 4 0
One house, garden-spot, and barn, in the possession of Stephen Jones.
One .negro man abOut twenty-five years of age, in possession of Stephen

Jones. ~
Two gondolas, in possession of do.
Sundries sold by Stephen Jones in the fall of the year 1775.
About fourteen oxen.
Four horses.

MACHIAS, June 20, 1776:
This is a true copy of an Inventory Qf all the Real and

Personal Estate of lcnabod Jones, in tbis place, that has
come to our knowledge.

By order of the Committee of Correspondence Safet)'
and Inspection; : '

. BENJ_4.. FOSTER, Chalrman.

PETITION OF MOSES MORSE AND PETER WERDEN.

To the honourable the Council and the honourable House of

.
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Representatives for the State of the MASSACHuSETTS-
BAY,in General Court assembled: I

The P€tition of MOSES MORSE and PETER WERDEN, in
behalf of the Towns ofW ORTHINGTON, PARTRIDGEFIELD,

GAGEBORO', NEW-PROVIDENCE, and EAST-HoosUCK
Plantation, humbly showeth:
That whereas the road passing through the aforesaid towns

to Ticonderoga (commonly called the Middle Road) is about
forty miles nearer, or less travel, to Ticonderoga than the
lower road which passes by Albany: And whereas it is of
great importance to this State that said middle road should
be amended and put into suitable repair for the convenient
passing of teams and carriages to and from this State to Ti-
conderoga, as well as for the immediate benefit of the inhab-

.

itants of the sevel"al afore-mentioned towns: 'Ve, the afore-
said petitioners, therefore, to encourage a work so beneficial
to the publick will cheerfully engage to use our utmost
endeavours that said Middle Road shall be amended for the
convenient passing of teams and carriages through the sev-
eral towns above-mentioned, provided that one hundred and
fifty pounds may be granted us for that purpose out of the
publick Treasury. We therefore pray your Honours would
please to make us the aforesaid grant, we being accountable
[or the faithful disposing of the same for the purpose afore-
said, or otherwise cause said road to be repaired as in your
wisdom shalJ seem best. And, as in duty bound, shall ever
pray. MosEs MORSE,

PETER WERDEN. '

'Vatertown, November 8,1776.

PETITION OF TRISTRAM DALTON AND OTHERS.

State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY :

To the honourable the Council now sitting in WATERTOWN:
The Petition of TRISTRAM DALTON, ofNEWBURv, JOSEPH

RUSSELL, JOSEPH BARREL, and JOB PRINCE, of BOSTON,

humbly showeth:
That your petitionel'S, owners of tbe sloop Satisfaction,

burthen ninety tons, armed with fourteen carriage guns, four-
pounders, twelve swivels, seven hundred weight of powder,
with shot in proportion, navigated by one hundred men,
John Steven,~, Captain; Joseph Drinkwater, First Lieuten-
ant; John Bartlet, Second; Samuel Broom, Master; has
on board as provisions five tons bread, seventy barrels beef
and pork, twenty busbels peas. Said' sloop is intended to
cruise against the enemies of the United States.

Your petitioners would therefore humbly request your
Honours to commission said sloop and commander for the
purposes above-mentioned. And, as in duty bound, shall
ever pray.

JOHN STEVENS,

In behalf of the owners.
Boston, November 4,1776.

IN COUNCIL,November 9th, 1776.-Read, and Ordered,
That the prayer of the above Petition be granted, and a
CommissiPn be issued out to the above-named commander,
he complying with the resolves of the Congress.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

RESOLVE FOR SUPPT,VlNGTRUCKMASTER AT PENOBSCOT WITH
POWDER, &c., FOR THE INDIANS.

Passed November 9, 1776.

Resolved, That the Commissary-General be directed to
supply Jonathan Lowder, Truckmaster to the Penobscot
Tribe of Indians, with two hundred weight of Gunpowder,
at five shillings per pound, and two hundred weight of Lead,
at six pence per pound, for the purpose of supplyinO' the
PenobscQt Tribe of Indians, he paying for the same. '"

-
RESOLVE FOR THE DELIVERY OF SALTPETRE FOR MR. LIV-

INGSTON'S POWDER-)HLL, IN THE STATE OF NEW-YORK.

Passed November 9, 1776.

Resolved, That the Commissary-General of this State be
dil'ected to put in bal'rels the Saltpetre designe'd to be trans-
ported tQ l\lI-. Livingston's Powder-Mill, in the State of
New- York, and to deliver the same.to the Wagon master
of this State for the Northern department.

/

RESOLVE o~ COLONEL FOSTER'S PETI'J'ro~.

Passed November 9, ]776.

On the Petition of Colonel Benjamin Foster, in behalf of
the Sixth Regiment of Militia, in the County of Lincoln,
praying for a supply of Ammnnition for said Regiment,

Resolved, That the prayer of the petition be so far granted
that the Commissary be directed to furnisb the petitioner with
three hundred and fifty pounds of Gunpowder, at six shil-
lings per pound, and seven hundred pounds of Leaden Balls,
at six pence per pound, for the use of his regiment, taking
his security for the same, to be paid in one year; the peti-
tioner to distribute Powder and Lead in due proportion to the
Committees of Correspondence, &c., of the several places
to which the regiment' belongs, and to be kept as publick
stocks.

RESOLVE ON THE PETITION OF THE COM:>IITTEE OF MACHtAS.

Passed November 9, 1776.

On the Petition of Benjamin Foster; in bebalf of the
Committee and inhabitants of Machias,

Resolved, That the account of bringing a considerable
number of Prisoners from JUachiasto Watertown, in AuO'ust,
1775, be committed to the Committee on Accouilts.

to

Resolved, That Captain Stephen Smith, Truckmaster at
Machias, be directed to pay the sum of £5 14s. 2d. to Mr.
Jonas Farnsworth, in full of his account for supplies deliv-
ered the Indians tbere the 29th December last.

Resolved, That the Committee of Correspondence, &c.,
of ~Machias,proceer! agreeable to a resolve of this Court
respecting Tories' Estates, and serve Stephen Jones of said
~Machias,with a copy of this Resolve. '

RESOLVE RELATIVE TO THE UTENSILS LEFT BY THE SEA

COAST FORCES AT FALMOUTH.

Passed November 9,1776.

Resolved, That William Frost, Commissary of the sea-
coast forces, stationed at and near Falmouth, be and be is
hereby ordered and directed, when the troops there, or any
part of them, are dismissed, to take care of and store the
utensils belonging to this State, and which are now in the
use of the said troops; and that Mr. Noyes, a member of
this House, be directed to serve the said Frost with an
attested copy of this Resolve.

RESOLVE FOR REPAIRING THE MIDDLE ROAD TO TICONDE-

ROGA.

Passed November 9, ]776.

Resolved, That there be paid out of tbe publick Treas-
ury of this State, to Mr. Hitchcock, Mr. Gates, and Mr.
Wright, the sum of £ 150, for the purpose of amendinO' and
putting into suitable repair tbe Middle Road (so called)to
Ticonderoga, through the towns of Tf1ortltington, Partridge--

field, Gageborough, New-Providence, and East-Hoosuck
Plantations,as to the said Committee snall seem most for
tbe pub]ick benefit; said Committee to be accountable to
this Court for the same.

EZRA SARGEA:\T APPOINTED A COMMISSARY.

The House made a choice, by ba]]ot, 0'£ Mr. Ezra Sm'-
geant as a Commis~ary for the Southern department, acrree-
ahle to a resolve' which passed the House tbe 29ili of
October last, in the room of Mr. Whittemore, who declines
sen'mg.

Concurred by Council, November 9, 1776.

RESOLVE FOR SuPPLYING EDWARD BROWN WITH GUNPOW-
DER.

Passed November 5,1776.

On the Petition of Edward Brown, about purchasing
Gunpowder for breaking stone,

Resolved, That the prayer of the above petition be
granted, and that the petitionel' have leave to purchase one
quarter ,hundred weight of Gunpowder out of the publick
store of this State, for the purposes above mentioned, and
the Commissal'y-General is hereby directed to sell the sam~
at six shillings per pound.
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CONNECTICUT ASSEMBLY.

Acts and Resolutions pa$sed at a General Assembly of the
, Governour and Company of the State of CONNECTICUT,

holden at NEW-HAVEN, on the second THURSDAY of
October, 1776.

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE DECLARATION OF INDEPEN-
DENCE.

Whereas George the Third, King of Great Britain,
hath unjustly levied war against this and the other United
States of America, decJared them out of his protection, and
abdicated the government of this State, whereby the good
people of this State are absoh'ed from their aJlegiance and
subjection to the Crown of Great Britain: And whereas
the Representatives of the said United States, in General
Congress assembled, have published :md decJared that
these United States are, and of right ought to be, free and
independent States, apd that they are absolved from all
alJpgiance to the British Crown:

Resolved by this Assembly, That they approve of the
DecJaration of Independence, published by said Congress,
and that this CoJony is, and of right ought to be, a free and
independent State; and the inhabitants thereof are abEolved
from aJl aJlegiance to the British Crown; and aJl political
connection between them and the King of Great Britain
is, and ought to be, totaBy dissolved.

And be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and Rep-
resentatives in Gr.neral Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, That the form of civil government in this
State shaH continue to be as established by charter received
from Charles the Second, King of England, so far as an
adherence to the same shaH be consistent with an absolute
independence of this State on the Crown of Great Britain,
and that aB officers, civil and military, heretofore appointed
by this State, continue in the execution of their several
offices, and the laws of this State shaB continue in force
until otherwise ordered; and that (or the future aH writs and
processes in lawaI' equity shall issue in the

~ name of the
Governour and Company of the State of Connecticut, and
that in aH summonses, attachments, and other processes,
before any Assistant, or Justice of the Peace, the words
"one of his Majesty's Justices of the Peace," be omitted,
and that instead thereof be inserted, "Justice of the Peace;"
and that no writ of process shall have or bear any date save
the year of our Lord Christ only, any Jaw, usage, or custom
to tbe contrary notwithstanding. And that the act in alier-
ation of an act prescribing forms of writs, processes, &c.,
be repealed, a'nd the same is hereby repealed.

AN ACT FOR THE PUNISHMENT OF HIGH TREASON .AND
OTHER ATROCIOUS CRIMES AGAINST THE STATE.

Be it C'nacted by the Governour, Council, and Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, That if any person Qr persons belonging to, or
residing within this State, and under protection of its laws,
shaH levy war ag~inst the State or Governn)ept thereof, or
knowingly and willingly shaH aid or assist any enemies at
open war against this State, or the United States of Amer-
ica, by joining their Armies, or by inlisting, or procuring
or persuading others to in]ist for that purpose; or by fur-
nishing such enemies with arms or ammunition, provision,
or any other articles. for their aid or comfort, or by carrying
on a trear-herous correspondence with them, or shaH form,
or be any way concerned in forming any 'cornbination, plot,
or conspiracy for betraying this State, 01' tbe United States,
into the bands or power of any foreign enemy, or shaH give,
or attempt to give or send any intelligence to the enemies
of this State for that purpose, every person so offending,
and being thereof convicted, shall suffer death.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That if any person or persons shall endca \'our to join the
enemies of this State,or of the United States, or use their
influence to persuade or induce any person or persons to
join, aid, comfort, or assist them in any way or manner
whatsoever, or sball have knowledge of any person or per-
sons endeavouring or using their influcnce aforesaid, and
shall conceal the same, shaH be punished by fine according
to the nature of his offence, and shall be imprisonp-d at the
judgment of tbe Superiour Court, in any of tbe jails in this
~tate, not exceeding ten years.

A.N AC'I,' FOR PRESCRIIHNG AND ENJOINING AN OATH OF
\,IDELITY TO. THE STATE.

Whereas the King of Gl'eat Britain hath abdicated the
government of this and the other United States of America,
by putting them out of his protection, and unjustly levying
war against them; and the said United States by their
Representatives in General Congress assembled, by a Dec-
laration bearing date tbe fourth day of July, one thousand
seven hundred and seventy-six, for the reasons therein
mentioned, solemnly declared that the United Coloniesof
North AmeTica are, and of right ought to be, free and inde-
pendent States, that they are absolved from all aJlegiance
to the British Crown, and that aH political connection
'between tbem and the State of Great Britain is, and onght
to be, totaHy dissolved; which Declaration is approved by
this Assembly: Wherefore it is expedient for the security
of this State, that an oath of fidelity be taken by the freemen
an d officers thereof:

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and &ythe authority
of the same, That all the Members of the General Assembly
and other officers, civil and military, and freemen, within
this State of Connecticut, shall take the following oath, viz:

"
You, A. B., do swear by the ever-living God, that you

will well, truly, and faithfully adhere to and maintain the
Government established in this State under the authority of
the people, agreeable to the laws in force within the same;
and that you believe in your conscience that the King of
Great Britain hath not, nor of right ought to have, any
authority or dominion in or over this State; and that YOlldo
not hold yourself bound to yield any allegiance or obedience
to him witbin the same; and tbat you will to the utmost
of your power maintain and defend the freedom, inde-
pendence, and privileges of this State, against all open
enemies or traitorous conspiracies whatsoever. So heJp
you God.".

And no person shall have authority to execute any of the
offices aforesairl, after the first day of January next, until_
he hath taken said oath. And all persons who hereafter
shaB be appointed to any of said ofIices shaB take said oJlth
before they enter on the execution of their offices. And no
freeman within this State shaB be aBowed to vote in the
election of any of the officers of Government until he bath
taken tbe aforesaid oatb, in the open freemen's meeting in
the town where he dweBs; and the names of all freemen
who take said oath shall be enrolled by tbe Town Clerk in
the records of the town, which oath shaB be administered
by a Magistrate or Justice of Peace.

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE PUBLICATION OF CERTAIN ACTS.

Resolved, Tbat Colonel Seymour, Mr. Bishop, Major
Hillhouse, and Rufus Lathrop, Esq., be a Committee to
procure a copy of the act passed relating to High Treason,
&c., also the copy of one other act relating to the Oath of
Fidelity, &c., and deliver the copies to the several printers
in this State, and procure the same to be published in the
several newspapers.

AN ACT FOR SUPPORTING THE CREDIT AND CURRENCY OF

THE BILLS OF CREDIT EMITTED AND l\IADE CURRENT BY

THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, AND

THE BILLS OF PUBLICK CREDIT OF THIS STATE.

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council, a~!d Represent-
atives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, That the BiBs of Credit emitted and made cur-
rent by the authvrity of the General Assembly of this State,
and those emitted by the United States of America, shall be
a legal tender as money in all payments within this State.

And wbereas some evil-minded persons, inimical to the
liberties of the United States of America, bave endeavoured
to depreciate tbe BiBs of Credu of this and the said United
States: Which to prevent:

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
if any person within this State 5haB attempt to depreciate
or undervalue any of the BiBs of Credit aforesaid, by offer-
ing, demanding, or receiving more in any of said bills in
exchange for .Spanish milled dollars, or other coins of gold
or siIvel', or buBion, than the nominal value or amouJJt
thereof, as stated in said biBs, computing a Spanish milled
doBar at six shillings lawful money, and other coins of gold
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or silver and bullion at the value in proportion to dollars at
which they pass in this State, or at which they are or may
be fixed by the Assembly of the United States in Congl'ess;
or by offering, demanding, or receiving, directly or indi-
rectly, a greater SUm in any of said bills for any houses,
lanels, goods, or commodities whatsoever, than the same
could be purchased at of the same person or persons in gold
or silver money; or whoever shall sell or offer to seIl,
house, land, or any kind of commodity for hard money, and
shaIl refuse to sell and dispose of the same for any of said
bills, every person so offending shall forfeit the full value
of the money so exchanged, or the houses, lands, goods, or
commodities so sold or offered to sale, one-half to the pub-
lick Treasury of this State, if the conviction be b,efore the
Superiour Court, or to the County Treasurer if before the
County Court, or to the Treasurer of the town where the
offence is committed, jf the conviction be before an Assistant
or Justice of the Peace, and tbe other half to any person
who shall sue for and prosecute the same to effect. And
all informing officers are hereby directe,d to take notice and
make presentment of all breaches of thIs act.

RESOLUTION ORDERING THE PUBI.lCATION OF THE ACT FOR

SUPPORTING THE BILLS OF CREDIT.

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Act passed this
session for supporting the credit and currency of the Bills of
Credit, &c., be forthwith published in all the newspapers
in this State, and the several printers are desired to insert
the same accordingly.

RESQLUTION DiRECTING TlIE ARREST AND EXAMINATION OF

susPECTED PERSONS.

Wbereas it is !"eported to tbis Assembly that there are a
number of persons in the Western Towns of tbis State,
inimical to the liberties of this and the other United States
of America, who are forming dangerous insurrections, and
taking every method in their power to communicate intelli-
gence to comfort, aid, and assist the enemies of these United
States, and to distress the inhabitants of said towns, and to
brinrr on a general anarchy and confusion among them:

Resolved by this Assembly, That Abraham Davenport,
Daniel Sherman, Thomas Fitch, Andrew Adams, and
Jonah Bissell, Esqrs., be appointed a Commiuee forthwith
to repair to said Western Towns, and to can vene before
them all such persons as shall be suspected to be inimical
and dangemus to the rights and liberties of America in this
critical and convulsed state of affairs, when the ordinary
mode of prosecution will not be adequate to the mischiefs
apprehended, and all such persons as the Committee shall,
upon inquiry, judge to be dangerous or too suspicious, con-
sistent with the publick safety, to be suffered to remain in
their present situation, said Commiuee are hereby author-
ized and empowered to send such person or persons so
deemed and adjudged dangerous as aforesaid, under a
proper guard, to such place or places in this Colony as shall
be thought best, there to remain and to be safe kept under
the direction of his Honour the Governour and his Council
of ~afety, for such time as the publick security may require.

And it is further Resolved, That his Honour the Gov-
ernour be desired to direct Major-Genera[ Wooster to gi\'e
the aid and assistance with his troops in his power to said
Committee for carrying into execution the aforesaid resolve.
.

Provided, That in case any of said Committee should
be unable, or fail to attend said busil1ess, the residue, or any
three of tlwril, shall have power to proceed and execute the
powers vested in said Committee by this resolve.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO ~N ACT ENTITLJi:D "AN ACT FOR

THE ~fORE EFFECTUA_L CARRYING INTO EXECUTION THE

SEVERAL ACTS RELATIVE TO TIlE MAKING OF SALTPETRE

AND GUNPOWDER WITHIN THIS COLONY."

Whereas the Se1ectmen in each town are in and by said
act appointed Inspectors _of Saltpetre, notwithstanding
which sundry quantities of that artic!e, either through the
unskillfulness or _inadvertency of the Inspectors, have been
found upon trial when brought to the Powder-Mills to be
impure and unfit for the manufacturing of good Gunpowder,
and thereby the publick are much injured: Which mischief
to prevent for the future:

Fw.I'u S~RIES.- V OL. III.

Be it enacted by the Governou/', Council, and Repre.
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, That tbere be appointed for each Powder-
Mill in this Colony a good and skillful Inspector of Salt-
petre, who shall be under oath, and shall carefully reinspect
all the Saltpetre brought to said Mills, before any premium
is paid thereon, or price, therefor; and whatever Saltpetre
shall be found bad and impure shall be refined by said
Inspector, and the Selectmen of the town from whence it
came be notified thereof, and of the expense attending the
same, which shall be deducted, together with the wastage
thereon arising, from the premium and pl;ice thel.eof, and_the
remainder paid over to the owners thereof.

RESOLUTION APPOINTING REINSPEC:rORS OF SALTPETRE.

This Assembly do appoint Mr. Constant Southworth,
Doctor A':neas _Munson,Colonel Joshua Porter, and Mr.
Wait Goodrich, to be reinspectol'fJof Saltpetre at the Pow-
der-Mills in this State, until the first day of June next.

AN ACT TO PREVENT EN\1ROSSERS, AND FOR THE BETTER

SUPPLY OF OOR TROOPS IN THE ARMY WITH SUCH NECES-

SARIES AS MAY BE WANTED.

Whereas many are so abandoned, and lost to all the
feelings of humanity, as to prey upon tbe bowels of their
country, in this day of publick distress an-d struggle, by
endeavouring to engross many of the necessary articles of
life; especially of such as are more immediately wanted for-
the comfort and support of our Armies, whereby much
extortion and oppression arises upon the poor and the
soldiery: Which to prevent:

, Be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and Represent-
atives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, That his Honour the Governour, with the advice
of his Council of Safety, be, and they are hereby enabled,
empowered, and directed, that whenever, and whatever
article or articles of necessary support for the Army may be
wanted, to impress and seize the same out of the hands of
any engrosser, for the use aforesaid; and to bave the same
apprised by two indifferent, judicious men, under oath,
appointed for that purpose, which price so affixed, shall be
paid to the owner or owners thereof; and that suitable
persons shal.l be appointed by his Honour the Governour
and his Council aforesaid, to furnish and supply the Army
with necessaries as aforesaid, upon the most reasonable
terms, agreeable to the encouragement given by this As-
sembly.

RESOLUTION FOR ENCOURAGING THE MAKING OF SALT.

Whereas the article of Salt is much wanted in this State,
and notwithstanding the bounty ordered by this Assembly
in May last, to all those- who should make five hundred
bushels or more, yet is found inadeql1ate properly to en-
courage the setting up said branch of businessand making
smaller quantities:

Resolved by this Assembly, That a bounty of one shiJling
per bushel, upon any less quantity than five hundred bush-
els, shall be paid out of the publick Treasury upon each
bushel of good Salt that shall be made in this State before
the first day of lfovember, 1171; and upon the makers of
Salt p~orlucinga certificate under the hands of the Select-
men of the town where the Salt was manufactured, of the
quantity so made, shall receive said bounty; aud the Treas-
urer is hereby directed to pay the same to the respective
manutilCturers accordingly.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE GOVERNOUR AND COUNCIL

TO LAY AN EMBARGO.

Resolved by this Assembly, That his Honour the Gover-
nolii' with the advice of his Council of Safety, shall be
empowered and enabJed, and he is hereby empowered and
enabled upon finding it necessar}' and expedient for tbe
benefit of the publick, to lay any further embargo upon the
exportation of Swine, or any other article, out of this State,
as shaIJ be thought requisite, in the recess of the General
Assembly of this State.

29
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RESOLUTIQN APPOINTfNG A COMMISS.IONER TO SUPERINTEND

THE I.OAN OFFICE.

Whereas it is resolved and recommended by the honour-
able Continental Congress that a Loan Office be estab-
lishedin each of the United States of America, and that a
Commissioner to superintend such office be appointed by
the said States respectively: And the Assembly judging
that such Loan Offices may be beneficial, &c.:

It is therefore Resolved, That John Lawrence, Esq., 'of
Hartford, be, and he is hereby appointed a Commissioner
to superintend such Loan Office as shall be established by
said Congress within this State, agreeable to and for the
purposes mentioned in their resolution of the 3d of October
instant.

RESOLUTION RESPECTING THE ATTENDANCE OF THE STA'£E

DELEGATES IN CONGRESS.

Resolved, That the Delegates appointed by this Assem-
bly to attend the Congress of the United States of America,
be instructed that only three of them give constant attend-
ance at one time at the publick expense; that they attend
by tUrns, and agree between themselves as to the time and
conveniency of each one's attendance.

RESOLUTION FOR ENCOURAGING THE MANUFACTURE OF SALT-

PETRE.

Resolved by this Assembly, That a bounty or premium
of one shilling per pound be paid out of the publick Treas-
ury of this State for all Saltpetre that shall be manufactured
according to the laws already provided for manufacturing
Saltpetre and Nitre, from the first day of January next and
before the first day of June next.

RESOLUTION FOR RAISING EIGHT BATTALIONS.

Resolved by this Assembly, That in compliancewith the
resolution of the Congress of the United States, of tpe
16th of September last, and of the 8th of October instant,
eight Battalions be immediate1y raised out of the troops
belonging to this State now in the Army and such other
inhabitants of this State as will voluntarily inlist to serve
during the war, on the generous encouragement offered by
Congress; and as a further encouragement, this Assembly
will make suitable provision for furnishing said troops with
clothing and other necessaries not provided by the Con-
gress, on the best terms that they can be procured, which
shall be delivered to them at prime cost and charges, and
will also take care that the sick and wounded be weIl accom-
modated and provided with necessaries for their comfort and
relief, and that a suitable person or persons be appointed
to procure and deliver out such clothing and other neces-
sanes.

RESOLUTION FOR INCREASING THE PAY AND ALLOWANCES OF

THE NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS OF THE

EIGHT BATTALIONS.

Whereas tbis Assembly have resolved to raise eight Bat-
talions of troops in this State, to serve in the Continental
Army during the present war, upon the wages, bounty, and
allowances offered by the honourable Continental Congress;
and whereas the General Assembly of the State of J'[assa-
d!1lsetts-Bay have added to the wages and a]]owance of tbe
troops to be raised in that State for said service:

Resolved by this Assembly, That every lion-commis-
sioned officer and soldier, inhabitants of this State, who shall
inlist into the eight Battalions now ordered to be raised in
this State as aforesaid, shall have and receive from this State
so much over and above the wages a]]owed and offered or
that shall be a]]owed or offered by the honourable Conti-
J1€ntal Congress, as to make up the pay of a soldier to be
three pounds per month during said service, and the pay of
the non-commissioned officers in pl'oportion thereto.

And it is also Resolved, That each non-commissioned
officer and soldier that sha]] inlist into said eight Battalions,
or either of them as aforesaid, sha]] annually have and
receive from this State a good blanket in addition to the
clothing offered and to be provided by the honourable the
Continental Congress during the term of their service as
aforesaid.

RESOLUTION RESPECTING TENTS.

Resolved, That each Tent ordered to be made by this
Assembly, in the several towns in this State, shall contain
the quantity of twenty-seven yards of cloth, one yard wide,
or equal thereto in cloth of diff~rent width, well manufac-
tured of yarn not coarser than thirty knots to the pound. .

RESOLUTION RE~UESTING TROOPS FOR THE SEA-COAST.

Whereas the Sea-port towns in this State adjoining the
Sound are greatly exposed to incursions of the enemy in
their present situation:

Resolved by this As.~embly, That his Honour the Gover-
nour be desired to apply to tbe honourable the Congress of
the United States of America to a]]ow two Battalions, at
the expense of the United States, to be posted along the
sea-coast of this State, at such places as the Govemour and
Council of Safety of this State shall direct.

RESOLUTION FOR REINFORCING THE CONTINENTAL ARMY.

Whereas the near approach of the enemy to the western
parts of this State, as well as the critical situation of the
Continental Army, and the danger there is of the enemy's
cutting off all communication between tbe country and the
Army, calls for the utmost speedy exertion of a]] our force
and strength in that quarter, to oppose the further inroad.sof
the enemy, as well as to facilitate the operations of our
Army:

Resolved, That as many of the Militia as are fit for ser-
vice, and of other householders, &c., able-bodied, effective
men, within the limits of the Ninth, Tenth, Thirteenth, and-
Sixteenth Regiments, within tbis State, be immediately
ca]]ed forth, well armed and equipped, and imbodied under
the command of Major-General Wooster, appointed by this
State to lead them forth, command, and direct tbem in the
necessary operations against our enemy, and to give all ~

possible I'elief to our Army, notifying the General and Com-
mander-in-chief of the Continental Army of his situation
and readiness to cooperate witb him, taking such directions
from him as he may obtain, as how and in what manner he
may most conduce to his assistance and annoy the enemy,
and to consult and advise with any other General or com-
manding officer or officers of our Army wbo may be nearest
to him, for that purpose.

RESOLUTION ORDERING TROOPS TO THE WESTERN PARTS OF

THE STATE.

Resolved by this Ammbly, That the Third Regiment of
Light-Horse and the Troop of Light-Horse in the Tenth
Regiment of Militia, be ordered fOl'thwithto marcb to the
western part of this State, to join the forces under the com-
mand of Major-General Wooster, who is hereby directed
and empowered to give order for their march, operations,
and stations. .

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ADVANCES TO THE TROOPS.

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Committee of Pay-
Table draw orders upon the Treaslll'er, in favour of the
Colonel or commanding officer of each regiment of the
Militia now ordered to march, for such sum as will be suffi-
cient to enable said C010ne\s or commandioO" officers to
advance twenty shillings to each officer and soldier of such
respective regiments that shaH join and march as aforesaid,
the said Colonel or commanding officeI' to be accountable
for the same, and that the troops of Horse and Militia now
ordered out shall not be holden on service lonO"cr than the
term of two months from tbe time of the ma~ch; and bis
Honour the Governour is desired to give orders accordingly.

AN ACT TO COMPEL THE FURNISHING NECESSARY SUPPLIES

AND ASSISTANCE TO THE ~UARTERMASTER-GENERAL OF

THE CONTe-,ENTAL ARMY.

.Be i~ enacted by the Governour, Council, and Represent-
atwes zn General Court (lssembled, and by the authority of
the same, That if any personor personswithin this Colony
shall, upon request, refuse to sell or supply to the Quarter-
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master-General of the Continental Army, the articles of
timbers, boards, shingles, brick, or stone, or to sel,l or let
their horses, oxen, carts, or carriages, for transportltlg the
same, or to furnish any other necessary supplies and assis!-
ance for the use of said Army, it shall be the duty of any
one Assistant or Justice of the Peace within this Colony, and
they are hereby ordered and directed upon application to
them by any such Quartermaster or Quartermasters, their
agen~ or agents, to grant a proper warrant or warrants, for
the impressinO'from any such person or persons so refusmg,
any of the n~cessary articles or things aforesaid, or of any
other article or thing needful for the support or supply of
said Army, or for the transportation of the same, directed
to the Sheriff, his Deputy, Constable, or any indifferent
person within the County where such application shall be
made, who shaH impress and cause an apprisement to be
made thereof by two or 1I10reindifferent men within said
County, to be appointed by the authorit~ granting such wa:-
rant, at the just and true value, and del~ver the same to said
Quartermaster or Quartermasters, their agent or agents,
he or they paying to the owner or owners thereof, or into
the hands of such officer who shall impress the same, the RESOLUTIONAUTHORIZINGTHE SEIZURE OF PORK FOR THE
sum or sums at which the said article or thing shall be PUBLICKSERVICE.
apprised as aforesaid, or so much as shall be reasona~le for Whereas this Assembly at their Sessions in June last
the use of such horse or horses, ~xen, cart, or carnages, . appointedSamuel Squire, &c., to purchasebarrel Pork for
whe~ the same shaHbe returned agam to the owner thereof, the use of the Colony, and it being now represented to the
by bls own consent and agreement. Assembly that some persons in the County of Failjield still

retain quantities of Pork that is wanted for the publick ser-
vice contrary to said resolve; whichmakesit necessarythat
furtnel' provision be made in order to carry the same into
execution:

Resolved by this Assembly, That Samuel Squire, of
Fairfield, be directed and empowered, and he is hereby
empowered, to seize and take any quantity of Pork that is
wanted for the publick service, from any person or persons
that have refusedor shaH refuseto sell the same agreeable
to said resolve of June; and when so seized or taken to
pay the owner or owners thereof according to said resolve;
and said Squire is hereby further empowered and directed, in
case of refusal,.as aforesaid, to command and take with him
propel' and sufficient assistance for that purpose, and to break
open any shop or store jn order for taking and seizing the
same for the purpose aforesaid.

RESOLUTION PROVIDING CAMP ECtUlPAGE FOR THE MILITIA.

Resolved by this Assembly, That there be -provided in
'this State, as soon as may be, for the use of the Militia
thereof, when called into actual service, the following arti-
cles of camp equipage and utensils, viz: two thousand
Tents, two thousand Iron Pots contajning two ga1Jons each,
four thousand Wooden Bowls, and six thousand Canteens,
or W ooclen Bottles.

And be it further Resolved, That the same be provided
by the several towns in this State, in manner and proportion
fuliowinO', viz: That one Tent, one Iron Pot, two Wooden
Bowls, ~nd three Canteens, be provided for every thousand
pounds of the general list of such towns respectively in the
year 1775; and the Selectmen of the several towns in this
State are het'eby directed and required to procure the afore-
said Tents and Camp utensils, and them keep and have in
constant readiness, .for the use of the Militia in their respec-
tive towns when called into actual service, the cost and
expense of pl'Ocuring the same to be paid and Lome by
such towns respectively,

And IN:it furtlter Resolved, That the Selectmen of the
several towns in this State shall also, at the cost of their
respective towns, provide and have in constant readiness,
suitable boxes, in which to place and secure the Iron Pots
aforesaid, for transportation; and also that they do from
time to time, take cal'e and keep the Canteens aforesaid
tigbt, and in good order, and fit for use.

RESOLUTION ORDERING SUPPLIES FOR GENERAL GATES.

Whereas General Gates by a letter has requested a l1um.
bel' of Iron Spades and Iron Shovels to be sent to Ticon.-
deroga, and a quantity of Flour to be sent to Skcensborough,
with some Shingle Nails for the use of tbe Army under his
command:

Thi'refore, Resolved by this Assembly, That Major
Ebenezer Gay be appointed and directed to pnrchase two
hundred Spades and Iron Shovels, and ~end them forthwith
to General Gates, at Ticonderoga, for the pm'pose afore-
said; and also to purchase ten tons of Wheat Flour, and
transport the same forthwith to Skeensborough, to be stored
and guarded in such place and manner as General Gates
shall direct. And that the Treasurer' be and he is hereby
directed to deliver said Major Gay the sum of three hundred
pounds, taking his receipt to account for the same: And
that Dr. John Dickinson be and he is hereby appointed and
directed to employ a pl'Oper number of nail-makers, forth.
with to manufacture Sbingle Nails, and that his Honour the
Governour be desired to inform General Gates thereof, and
request information how many will be necessary for his
purpose.

REPORT RESPECTING SICK AND ])ISCHARGED SOLDIERS. ,

We, YOllr Honours' Committee, appointed to take into
consideration what further measmes are best to be taken to
provide for the comfort and relief of the Militia of this Sta.te
in service, and for obtaining as early release for them as pos-
sible, beg leave to report it as our opinion, that his Honour
the Governour be desired to write to his Excellency Gen.
eral Washington, requesting him as soon as possible to dis-
charge aU the sick in the Militia who it shall be judged
incapable of further service, and likewise that l}e would in
some way which his wisdom shall de\'ise, provide blankets
and clothing for those of the Militia who have been so unfor-
tunate as to lose theirs in retreating from the enemy, or
permit some suitable persons on furlough to repa:ir to tbe
various parts of the State as may be convenient, to procure
those articles of the friends of those soldiers who are thus
deprived of them.

All which is submitted by your Honours' humble servants.
Signed per order: J ' Hz IJNTINGTON.

RESOLUTION FOR PROCURING FIRE-ARMS AND GUN-LOCKS.

Upon report of the Committee appointed to consider what
further provision and encouragement should be made for the
procuring Fire-Arms and Gun-Locks:

Resolved by this Assembly, That Captain Robert Faire-
held, Captain Ephraim Pease, Captain Dudley Wright,
Doctor John Dickinson, Mr. Asahel Holcom, Mr. Nathan
Frink, Captain Jabez Huntington, and Captain John
Phelps, be and hereby are appointeda Committeein addi-
tion to those gentlemen heretofore appointed for procuring
of Fire-Arms and Gun-Locks, and that the same powers
and authority heretofore given to a former Committee be
and the same is hereby revived and given to said Com-
mittee for the purpose of executing the aforesaid trust, and
saidCommitteeare directedto exert their utmost endeav-
ours to effect the manufacture of good Fire-Arms and Locks
upon the encouragement heretofore granted, and make
report of their doings to the General Assembly in ]}lay next,
to which time their authority shall continue.

A1!d it is furtlu!'r Resolved, That Mr. Elihu Clark,
Mr. Nathaniel Brown, Mr. Samuel Smith, Captain Lemuel
Stoughton, Mr. Isaac Doolittle, Mr. Joseph Hopkins, Mr.
Samuel Noyes, Mr. John Raymond, Captain Daniel Judson,
Captain Jabez Huntington, Mr. Elnathan Walker, Mr.
Edmund Beach, and Captain :MathewGillett, be and they
are hereby severallyappointedInspectors,to examine and
approve of all snch Fire-Arms and Locks as shall be made
within this State; and none of such Arms shall be received
or paid for by said Committee for the use of this State, or
any premium allowed thereon to any manufacturer, until
examination and due proof has been made of such Arms by
said Inspector or Inspectors, and a proper certificate given
thereof under his or their hands, tbat the same are good,
well wrought,and sufficiently strong and substantial; and
Tiler Hosman, Esq., at his own request, is hereby released
from any further trouble in procuring Fire-Arms and
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Locks in' consequence of his appointment formerly to that
servIce.

RESOLUTION RELATING TO THE SUpPORT OF :PRISONERS OF

WAR.

Whereas it is found necessary that a Gommissary of Pris-
oners of War should be appointed in the several United
State$ :

ResQlved by tAis Assembly, That Mr. EpapAras Bull, of
Hartford, be and is hereby appointed a Commissary of
Prisoners of War within this State, who shall take care of
and provide for all such prisoners of war as are nOW within
this State, or that may hereafter be sent to and kept within
the same, and that said Commissary or Commissaries for the
time being, shall observe all such rules and orders as shall
from time to time be made by the General Assembly, his
Honour the Go.vernour, and Committee of Safety, or .Con-
tinental Congress, respecting such prisoners, for the due
ordering, governing, or providing fOt, the same, and shall
make monthly returns of the state and condition of said
prisoners under their care to the Board of War appointed
by said Congress, and be sworn to a faithful discharge of
his said trust.

RESOLUTION DIRECTINQ THE EXAMINATION OF SURGEONS.

Resolved by tAi.~ Assembly, That Doctor Alexander
Wolcott, JoAn DickhlsQn, John lFatrQus, Eneas Munson,
Leveret Hubbard, Elias Camington, ElisAa Tracy, Ben~
jamin Gale, Eleazer Mather, Platt Townsend, Amos Mead,
James Co!!:swell,John Clark, Elisha Lord, Samuel Lee,
Reuben S'mith, Elisha Sill, and Seth Bird, or any three
of them, be appointed and they hereby are appointed and
authorized to examine such persons within this State <lSmay
offer themselves to serve as Surgeons or Surgeons' Mates in
the Continental Army or Navy, and upon full evidence of
proper and sufficient qualifications, to give certificates ac-
cordingly.

And it is further Resolved by this Assembly, That said
examiners, and all others who may hereafter be appointed
for the same purpose, shall be under oath for their faithful
performance of their trust, according to their best skill and
judgment. That the form of said oath shall be as follows,
viz: " You, A. E., being appointed to examine those persons
within this State who shall offer to serve as Surgeons or Sur-
geons' Mates in the Continental Army or Navy, do swear
by tbe name of the everlasting God, that you will faithfully
and impartially execute said trust, according to your best
sl<illand judgment, and give certificates to such as you shall
>6ndduly qualified to serv~ in said office, without respect of
persons, or favour to any man, So pelp you God." Which
oath anyone Assistant or Justice of the Peace is hereby
authorized and directed, on request, to administer to the
examiners that are, or shall be, appointed for the purpose
aforesaid.

RESOLUTION REQUESTING CARE MAY BE TAKEN OF TaE SICK

SOLDIERS.

RC$olved, That his Honour the Governour be, and he is
bereby desired to request the Comrpanding Officer of the
Northern Army to order suitable provision to be made for
the Officers and Soldiers of this State, especially for the sick
on their return home, as they may be discharged or dismissed
from tilne to time, at such places and stationsas may be
thourrht most needful. And if it should be inconvenient for
the Commanding Officer, through mu1tiplicity of concerns,
to attend to this matter in d!.letiQlB,his Honour the Govern-
our and the COfmcilof Safety iH;edesired to make proper
provision in tbe matter aforesaid.

RESQLvE FOR R~}JOVINq STORJ):s. ~ND fRPVIsIONS.FROM THl!:

SEA-COAST.

Whereas it is apprehended the Stores and Provisions for
the use of the COI)tinental Army and this State, now stored
in the val"iQusports along Sound, in several of the towns in
the western parts of this State, are by means of tbe near
approach of th~ enemy in great danger:

WhereupoD, Reso!ved, That this Assembly do appoint

JoAn Davenport, Esq., immediately to go forward to the
several places where such Provisions, &c., are stored, and
with tbe advice of any gentlemen acting under the Commis-
sary-General, to remove them back from the sea-shore to
s.ome safe place back from the water, wherethey shal1 think
~ost proper; to which purposet.hey are empowered to
Impress all st)ch teams and carriages as are necessary for
that purpose.

RESOLUTION PROVIDING A HOSPIT,\.L FOR SICK SOLDIERS.

Resolved by this Assembly, T.hat a Hospital shal1be pro-
vided and maintained by this State for the reception and
relief of such soldiers from tbis Statt> as. sball serve in tbG
Continental Army, and such of the Militia from tbis State as
may from time to time join said Army dl1ring the present
war. That said Hospital shall be t)ncler the direction of a
Chief Surgeon or Director, appointed by this State, and
shall be furni~bed with skillful Surgeons, medicioes, and
other necessaries. That the Director) or Chief Surgeon,
shllll have the custody of tbe stores of medicines and other
refreshments from time to time for the use and relief of tht)
sick, who shq,1l issue the sam.e to the Regimental Surgeons
as the necessities of their respective regiments require.
, And be it further ResQlved, That his.Honour the Gov-

ernour and his Council of Safety be authorized and directed,
with the advice of his Excellency the General, to provide
such Hospital, appoint Surgeons and other proper officers,
give orders for procuring proper medicines and refreshments,
and regulate the issuing the same from said Hospital, as they
shall judge most likely to answe\' the good ends intended to
be attained by this resolve.

And be it further Resolved, That four hundred Bed'
Sacks, four hundred Shirts, and tour hundred Blankets and
eight hundred Sbeets, be immediately procured for the use
of the sick in said Hospital, all which shal1 be delivered to
the Chief Surgeon, taking his receipt to be accountable for
the same.

I!.ESOLUTION :rOR MI~INQ 'rH.F.: MILITIA.

This Assembly taking into consideration tbe exposedness
of the Sea-port Towns in the Colony by reason of the
enemy's corning into the Sound and on our coast, and the
danger of a surprise unless proper methods be taken to
prevent it :

It is now Resolved, That his Honour the Governour bt)
desired, and he is hereby desired, forthwith to issue f()rtb his
orders to the chief commander present of the Second, Third,
Fourth, Seventb, Eigbth, Ninth, Tenth, and Twentieth
Regiments of Militia, to take especial care that the officers
and soldiers belonging to said regiments are well eguipped
with arms and ammunition, and'that they have suitable'
posts assigned them to repair to in case of an alarm, and
that all necessary instructions be given to the Captains and
subalterns under their command, and that the soldiers be
thoroughly acquainted with the same, and that they take
especial care to prevent being surprised unawares; and in
case of the landing of the enemy in any of the towns on the
Sound or on the sea-coast, they are to give speedy notice
thel"eof to the adjoinin~ towns, and to collect all the force
they can, and to use aJI possible means to repel and drive
off the enemy, and from time to time acquaint his Honour
the Governour of their proceedings.. .

RESOLUTION DI:ftECTING A SETTLE~IENT or ACCOUNTS WITH
THE CONTINJ<;NTAL TREASURY.

Whereas it is of great necessity that the moneys due
from the Continental Treasury to this State be obtained:

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Committee of the
Pay-Table do forthwith call upon the several Commissaries
to settle their several Accounts, and said Cornmissaries are
hereby required to liquidate and settle the same with them
acc~rdingly; and also that said Committee do adjust and
al10w the charges of disbursement and supplies made by
Mr. Commissary Fitch to General Wooster's Regiment,
wbile at New- York, and t)ntil iaid regiment received Conti-
nental supplies; and that they (said Committee) do pre-
pare an acconnt of all disbursements made by theil' State
for and on account of the United States, and which ought
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to be paid by them equal1y; and that one of said Commit-
tee do proceed to Philadelphia, and lay the same before
the honourable Continental Congress, or their Committee
of Claims and Accounts, and obtain a settlement thereof;
as also a payment of all such sums of money as shall be
justly due to the Staty from the Continental Treasury, and
see the same duly 10dgf;Jdwith the Treasurer of this State.

RESOLUTION ,FOR ENCOURAGING VOLUNTEERS.

Whereas it ha13been recommended by this Assembly that
all able-bodied men within this State, who are not included
in any Military Company, would form thems,el ves into Mili-
tal'y Companies, and to proceed to choose their Officers,
&c.:

ReSolved by this Assembly, That whenever a sufficient
number of able-bodied men shall form themselves into sllch
Companies and shall choose their Officers agreeable to said
recommendation, and make a suitable return thereof to his
Honour the Governom, his Honour the Governour, by
advice of his Council of Safety, is hereby authorized and
desired to commission them accordingly.

REPORT ON GENERAL SCHUYLER'S LETTER OF OCTOBER 16,
1776.

'Ve, your HOllours' Committee, appointed to consider the
subject-matter of General Schuyler's letter of the 16th instant,
now report, that his Honour the Governour be desired to
issue a proclamation 9rdering and exhorting the Militia and
alJ other able-bodied, effecti\'c men within this State, imme-
diately to equip and hold themselves in readiness to march
upon the shortest notice as exigency may re~uire.

That as to the subject of General ~Vashington's letter, of
the 15th instant, it is the opinion of the Committee that
the Fifth Regiment of Light-Horse with the two northernmost
companies in the First Regiment, an under the command
of Major Elisha Sheld()n, be forthwith ordered to the State
of New- York, to be stationed at such places therein where
their services may be most needed.

IN THE LOWER HouSE: The above Report is accepted,
and a bill in form is ordered thereon accordingly.

Attest: BENJMIIN HUNTINGTON,Clerk.

IN THE UPPER HO[J'SE: The above Report is accepted,
with this alteration, viz: that instead of the three last Jines
next after the word" to," be inserted this paragraph:
"marell into the Province of New- York, at or near the
Fishkill, to be employed at such places as his Excellency
General Washington shall direct; and his HonoUl' the Gov-
emour is desired and empowered to issue his proclamation
and orders accordingly."

Attest: GEORGE 'VYLLYS, Secretary.

IN THE LOWER I-lousE: On reconsideration, concurred
witb the above alteration made by the honQurable Upper
House.

Attest: BENJAMIN HUNTINGTON, Clerk.

RESOLUTION FOR THE RECOVERY OF THE RECORDS OF NEW-. . -,... . . .

JERSEY.

Whereas his Excellency William Livingston, Esquire,
Governour of the State of New-Jersey, by bis letters of the
19tb of September, representing that Mr. Franklin, late
Governour of New-Jersey, having possessed himself of a
cbest or box containing Minutes of Council, Examinations
in Council, and other papers of consequence to that State,
thought proper, as there is great reason to believe, a few
<Jays before he was apprehended to secrete them, which
papers they have not been able upon the most diligent
search to recover, desiring that this State would interpose
and cause the said MI'. Frr<nklin, and his man Tlwmas, who
is suspected to be privy to the concealment, to be examined
on oath relative to said matter, and requesting that said
Thomas might be first examined before he has opportunity
to consuJt with his said master upon the subject:

Resolved, therefore, by this Assembly, That l1fatthew
Talcott, Esq., and Jesse Root, Esq., be appointed and tbey
are herehy appointed and directed to cause Mr. Franklin's
servant Thomas to come before them, and separately inter-
rogate and examine under oath relative to the premises.

And also to cause the said l\Ir. Franklin to come before
tbem, after having previously examined the said servant
Thomas first, and further interrogate and examine him, if
needful, under oath, relati\.e- to the matter of said conceal-
ment, removal, and detention of what ought to be now in
the custody and possession of the Council of the State of
New-Jersey, and report make.

APPOINTMENTS BY THE ASSEMBLY.

David Wooster, Major-General of the Militia.
John Durkee, Jerlediah Huntington, Andrew Ward, Jr.,

William Douglass, John Chester, Philip Burr Bradley,
Heman Swift, and John Douglass, Esqr's, to be Colonels
of Ilie eight Battalions ordered to be raised in this State.

Samuel Prentice, Giles Russell, Solomon Wells, Oba-
diah Johnson, James Arnold, Thomas Hobby, John Chand-
ler, and Josiah Starr, Esqr's, to be LieutenaRt-Colonels of
the eight Battalions aforesaid.

John Sumner, John Ely, Waterman Clift, Hezekiah
Ho]dridge, David Dimon, John Ripley, Matthew 'Mead, .

and John Bigelow, Esq'rs, to be Majors of said ei,,!rt Bat-
talions aforesaid.

0

CAPTAINS.

Noah Phelps, Hezekiah Parsons, Elijah Robinson, Abner
Pryor, Amasa MilJs, John Isham, Jonathan Johnson,
Eliphalet Holmes, Ichabod Norton, John Harmon, John
Wells, Chester Wells, John Parker, Simon Wolcott, Abra-
ham Tyler, and Edward Eells, to be Captains in the said
eight Battalions.

Edward Russell, Jonas Prentice, Nathaniel Bunnell,
William Hull, Peter Perritt, Eli Leavenworth, Stephen
Hall, and David Smith.

David Fisher Sill, Christophel' Darrow, Jr., Jedediah Hide,
Abel Spicer, Christophel' Ely, William Belcher, Aaron Ste-
phens, Edward Shipman, Hichard Deshon, Ebenezer
Brewster, and Ebenezer Huntington.

Robert Walker, Elijah Abel, Samuel Keeler, Joseph
Hart, Sylvanus Brown, Noble Benedict, Phineas Beardsley"
Jabez Botsford, Ezekiel Sandford, and Albert Chapman.

Thomas Grovesnor, John Keyes, James Clark, James
Dana, Benoni Cutler, Vine Elderkin, Wells Clift, Stephen
BrQwn, Daniel Allen, and Daniel Tilden.

Nathan Tuttle, Isaac Bostwick, Abraham Bradley,
Simeon Smith, Edward Rogers, Jesse Kimball, Solomon
Strong, Bezaleel Bebee, and Theodore Woodbridge, Esqr's,
to be Captains in the eight Battalions ordered to be raised
in tbis State.

FIRST LIEUTENANTS.

Edward Bulkley, John Barnard, Eliphalet Chamberlain
Henry Champion, Jr., Marcus Cole, George Griswold, Jr.;
Thomas Hollister, Jr., Isaac Spencer, Ambrose Sloper,
David McClure, Thomas Abby, Iehabod Hinkley, Samuel
Carver, Stephen Palmer, Samuel Granger, and Ebenezer
W right, to be First Lieutenants in said eigh t Battalions.

Joseph Mansfield, Israel Potter, Nathan Parsons, Michael
Brunson, Ephraim Chamberlin, Gilbert Dudley, Samuel
Barker, Jr., and Samuel Baldwin, Ji'.

David Nevins, Edward Hallam, Thomas Avery, Jona-
than Palmer, Caleb Baldwin, Elisha Lee, Simeon Hunting-
ton, William Adams, Jacob Dewit, Oliver Babcock, and
Beriah Bill.

Robert Lewis, Josiah Lacy, Joseph A. Wright, Joseph
Webb, Jr., John Jooes, Lemuel Benedict, William Haw]ey,
James Betts, Sylvanus Mead, and William Green.

John McGregor, John Shumway, Abner Bacon, William
Trezel, James Spmgue, Josiah Child, Elias Weld, Joseph
Talcott, Abner Roginson, and Andrew Filch.

Peter Mills, Thomas Converse, Jesse Cook, Nathan
Stoddard, Asahel Hodge, Elisha Bostwick, Eleazur Clarr-
horn, John Rockwell, and Obadiah Gore, Jr., to be Fil~t
Lieutenants in the eight Battalions ordered to be raised in
this State.

SECOND LIEUTENANTS.

Roger Hooker, Edward Payne, Joseph BQoth, .Jr., Sim-
eon l'lewelJ, Thomas Hayden, Ezekiel P. Beldin" Abra-
ham Wright, Aaron Hale, Jonathan Humphrey, J~: Peleg
Heatl~, Samuel Hazard, Jr., David Starr, Elijah Chapman,
Jr., SIlas Btodget, Samuel Felt, Jr., and Jonathan Hart.

Charles Norton, Amos Fowler, Ambrose Hine, Ebenezer
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Fowler, Jr., Stephen Potter, WilliatTl Clark, Nathaniel
Edwards, and Elias Stilwell.

John Blackleach, Ebenezer BanI,s, Jr., Thaddeus Weed,
Hemy Warring, John St. John, James Hughs, Judson
Whiting, Reuben Scovil, Samuel Hoit, and James Barns.

Enoch Reed, William Richards, Park. Avery, Jr.,
Nathaniel Bishop, Moses Dudley, Jr., Daniel Collins, Wil-
liam Raymond, Ezra Selden, Jr., Henry Hill, Ebenezer
Perkins, and Joshua Tracy.

Daniel Knowlton, Josiah Fuller, Joseph Birge, Sanford
Kin!Tsbury,Joshua Bottom, Ebenezer West, Paul Brigham,
Syl:anus Perry, Samuel Campbell, and Benjamin Durkee.

Noah Judson, John HoJenbeck, Heuben Calking, Ebe-
nezer Hill, John Jenkins, Jr., Josiah Stoddard, Jesse Grant,
Samuel Stone Butler, and Samuel Pettibone, to be Second
Lieutenants in the eight Battalions aforesaid.

ENSIGNS.

Elijah Ransom, Samuel Richards, Elisha Brister, Jr.,
Simeon Belding, Powning Deming, Josiah Blakeslee, Ben-

jamio Holcomb, Simeon Gains, John Buell, Orlando Mack,
Benjamin Henshaw. Jr., Bildad Granger, Titus BunneJl,
David Spencer, Samuel Smith, Phineas Grover, John Odell,
Jeremiah Beard EelIs, Gideon Waterbury, Thomas Hobby,
Jr., Ebenezer Olmsted, Benjamin Bicock, Timothy TayJor,
Clement Botsford, James Bebee, ami Stephen Be~ts.

William Smith, David Dudley, 3d, Joseph Shaylor,
Joseph Beach, Jr., John Mansfie1d, David Hitchcock,
Edward Riggs, Timothy White, Obadiah Child, Icbabod
Bosworth, Joseph Hull, Lemuel Grosvenor, Lemuel' Clift,
Ebenezer Wales, Jonathan Nichols, Simeon House, Da\'id
Dorrance. aad John Alden.

DanieI'Wait, Daniel Bi1Iings,John Durkee, Jr., Jabez
Smith, Ja.., David Dill, Asa Story, Richard DougJass,
Benoni Shipman, Cbarles Fanning, Thomas Updike, Fos-
dick Clark, and Reuben Clark.

David Goff, Elihu Smith, Salmon Agard, Zerah Beach,
Alexander 'Waugh, Israel Jones, Jr., Charles Goodwin, Asa
Brunson, and John Jameson, to be Ensigns in the eight
Battalions so raised as aforesaid.

CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c.

THE SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY TO MR. NEAVE.

Admiralty.Office, (London,) November 1,1776.

Lord George Germaine having informed my Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty that tbe Richmond and Not-
tingham ordnance store-ships will sail down the river this
day, and may be expected to arrive at Portsmouth on Sun-
day evening; but as the loading of tbe Lord Amherst Ol'd-
nance store-ship cannot be put on Board until she fall down
below Woolwich, the time of her sailing cannot therefore be
ascertained; and tbat being unwilling that the trade of his
Majesty's subjects should suffer any interruption for which
there is not the most abE'olutenecessity, he has no objection
to the convoy of the West-India ships proceeding to sea as
soon as the Nottingham and Richmond store-ships shall have
joined them, without waiting for the Lord Amherst, if she
do not arrive before they put to sea. I am commanded by
their Lordships to acquaint you, for the information of the
West-Indiamerchants,that they have givenordersfor the
convoy to sail on the arrival of the Nottingham and Rich-
mond accordingly.

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
PH. STEPHENS.

To Mr. Neave, Merchant, in New Broad-Street.

Williamsburg, Va., November 1, 1776.

By virtue of a decree of the honourable Court of Admi-
ralty of this State, will be sold at publick vendue, for ready
money, on Monday, the 25th instant, at Jamestown, on
James river, about se\'en miles fi'om the city of f'Villiams-
burg, the brigantine garfth, of Great Britain, lately made
a prize of by tbe Montgomery privateer, Captain Polk, of
Maryland, with her sails, rigging, and materials, being
one hundred and seventy tons burthen, British built. An
inventory of her sails, rigging, and materials, may be seen.
on board the said ship. At same time and place will be sold
her cargo, consisting of a large quantity of exceeding good
Jamaica rum, ltluscovado sugars, coffee, ginger, cotton, and
sundry other articles, shipped on board the ship from Jamaica
for the London market.

BEN'. POWELL, Marshal.

Williamsburg, Va., November 1, 1776.

I have received instructions from the Congress to contract
for sl1ppJyiog the Continental troops with provisions for the
ensuing year; the Second and Seventh Regiments to com-
111encethe first day of December nex.t, and tbe tropps that
are about ~obe raised as soon as tbey are collected. Tbose
who are desirous to enga!!;e in this business are requested to
lJleet me in the city of TVilliamsburg, on Friday, the 21st
instant, with their proposals.

WILLI.~M AYLETT, D. C. G.

WiJliamsburg, November 1, 1776.

Lord North openly avowed in the House of Commons
the 22d of June last, that" the real intention of the Com.
mission now sent out was not so much to agree upon any
specifick terms as to sound the real disposition of America,
in orqer to learn what the people of that country were u1ti-
mately desirous to obtain;" and his immortal cousin, Lord
Germaine, said: "The Commissioners had no power to
enter into any treaty whatever with our rebellious subjects
in America, further than to receive submissions of such as'
were disposed to return to their duty and acknowledge the
authority of the British Parliament." And so we are now
fully acquainted with the_powersof the King's Commission-
ers, Lord and General Howe, viz: (to use Mr. C. Fox's
words) to carry fire, sword, and devastation, wherever they
go.

Another salt vessel is arrived, with two thousand bushels
of that useful article.

Last Saturday evening died suddenly, at Mr. Taze-
well's, in this city, Colonel Richard Bland, one of the.
Delegates for Prince George, in his sixty-eighth year, near
one half of which term he devoted to the publick service.
He was a gentleman well acquainted with the constitution
of his counlry, as wen as with many \'aluable branches of
learning.

P}:TITION OF JOHN GAMES TO THE MARYLAND CONVENTION.

Annapolis, November 1st, 1776.

The humble Petition of JOHN GAMES,&n., in behalf and
respect of his son JOHN GAMES, humbly sheweth:

That your poor petitioner _hath three sons in the honour-
able Continental's service, and I myself being deprived of
the use of one of my hands, is not in the least able to afford
my poor distressed family any support, which is composed
of a bouse full of small children, and none of them being of
ability to render their poor helpless father any support.
Therefore yom poor petitioner shall ever be obliged to your
Honours, provided you should, most honourable gentlemen,
grant a free and honourable discharge of your poor petition-
er's petition, in behalf and respect of his son, John Games,
who has been E'ickalmost ever since his time in the honour-
able Continental's service. Was he in health, mosthonour-
able gentlemen, I should not be in the least for his con-
tinuance in the present cause, but being, most honourable
gentlemen, in a poor way and slate of health, and upon
application to Captain Fulford, he has given his approba.
tion in respect to his discharge, prQvided your Honours will
give yout' consent thereto, he knowing him at the same time,
most honourable gentlemen, to be a sick and weakly man,
and rendered incapable of doing any duty, almost ever since
his inlistrnent.

Therefore, mOE'thonourable gentlemen, hopes your Hon-
ours will take your poor petitioner's petitioninto YOllr Hon-
ours' most serious consideration, and consult deliberately
thereon,and grant him, your petitioner,an answer in favour
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of his s~n's discharge; for which your poor petitioner'shall
ever be It1duty bound to pray. J GOHN AMES.

To the honourable the ConventiQn, now sitting in the City
of Annapolis, these, by submission, present.

STEPHEN STEWARD TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

November, 1776.

In your Province store I've some durame or tumen,
that would do to make colours for the Province vessels.
Please to let Mr. ~Vasteneys, my clerk, have it. He now
waits on you for it, if you can spare it. If you have no
thin canvas, please to send me two bolts of your thickest
osnabrigs. I should have waited on you myself, but am
obliged to go to the lower part of Prince George's County,
where I hear there is a quantity of beef to sell on Wednes-
day morning.

I intend to set off to Baltimore, by water, to look after
the rigging, cables, iron hoops, and boats, for the Province
vessels. I understand the Defence, prize sloop, Captain
Walker, has some small guns and cohorns. If you have
no particular use for them, and will give me an order for
them, I can fit out these two schooners with guns.

If YOIlwant me to do any thing for you at Baltimore,
please Larequest me, and I will comply with your orders, if
I can.

I am your most obedient humble servant,
STEPHEN STEWARD.

To the honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.

MARINE COMMITTEE TO CAPTAIN WARNER.

To Captain ELISUA WARNER, of the Sloop FLY:
Phi1adelphia, NovelUber 1, 1776.

SIR: You are to proceed with the Continental sloop Fly,
now under your command, for the coast of Shrewsbury, in
New-Jersey, and take such stations along the Jersey shore
as will enable you to see every vessel that goes in or out
of Sandy-Hoole. We imagine there must be transports,
store~ships,and provision vessels, daily arriving or expected
to arrive at that place, for supplying our enemies with pro-
visions and othel' stores; and the design of your present
cruise is to intercept as many of those vessels and supplies
as you possibly can. You have got or may get a good
coasting pilot, so that you may run close in shore or iuto
Tom's River, or any other river, inlet, or harbour in the
Jerseys, whenever YOIlare chased or endangered by vessels
of a superiour force; therefore you will keep an especial
good lookout for all vessels inward or outward bound, and
whenever you di'3coverany give chase; make prize of as
many as possible, and as fast as you take 'em send them
for this port, unless you hear men-of-war take station at
our Capes, and in tbat case send them into Tom'suRiver,
Egg-Harbour, or any other safe place; and fast as your
peoflle arrive here, we will send them 01' others over land
to Tom's River or Shrewsbury, f.'om whence you can take
tbem on boardagain; thereforeyou mllst keep this station
and pursue tbis business as long as possible, unless we send
you other orders.

You must be careful not to let any British frigate get
between you and the land, and then there's no danO'er,[,I'. .. 0
they cannot pursue you III shore, and they have no boats
or tenders that can take you; besides, the country people
will assist in driving them oft' shore if they should attempt
to follow you in. The schooner Wasp, commanded by
Lieutenant Baldwin, goes round on the same service. You
must act in concert; consult the best stations and best
metbod of cruising; and be sure to pllrsue your object, the
taking of provision vessels, store-ships, and transports, with
the utmost vig~ur and vigilance. And although we recom-
mend your takmg good care of your vessel and people, yet
we should deem it more praiseworthy in an officer to lose his
vessel In a bold enterprise, than to lose a good prize by too
timid a conduct. As fast as you make prisoners, you may
send them In the Jerseys, and deliver them to the Conti-
nental officers, to be sent here or confined in .J.Vew-Jcrse:y;
but if seamen, send them here unless they enter. Use your
officers and men well, and do the same by your prisoners.

Let us hear from you as often as necessary. Wishing you
success, we are, sir, your very humble servants.

Note.-Similar instructions to the foregoing were given to
Lieutenant Baldwin, commanding the schooner ,"Vasp.

GARRISON ORDERS, PHILADELPHIA.

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, Noyember I, 1776.

Garrison Orders to be observed by the Troops quartered in
the Barracks of the City of PHILADELPHIA.

I. The reveille to be beat every morning at break of
day, the troop at eight o'clock, and a long roll at nine
o'clock, for the guards to parade.

II. From the first of May to the last of September, the
retreat must be beat at eight o'clock in the evening, and at
sunset from the first day of October to the last day of April;
the tattoo always at nine o'clock.

III. At retreat beating all under the pegree of a com-
missioned officer must repair to the Barracks, wh~n tbe
roll of each company is to be called, and every person
absent reported to the officer commanding tbe company.
No person who is not a commissioned officer to be permitted
to go out of tbe Barracks till reveille.

IV. No drum to beat to arms in the Barracks but in
case of an alarm, when the whole garrison is to turn out
and draw up under arms.

V. No dirt of any kind, or dirty water, must be thrown
out of the doors, windows, 01' galleries, but all tJirt must be
carded to places appointed by tbe Barrackmaster for that
purpose, which must be such as are least offensive; and all
water must be thrown into the gutters. Every person
trespassing against this order, if a non-commissioned officer
or soldier, he must be confined, tried, and punished; if a
woman, she must be turned out of the Barracks, and never
permitted to reside tberein.

VI. The men must sweep the barrack-yard and gutters
at least twice a week, and remove the dirt to the proper
dunghills, for which purpose the Barrackmaster must furnish
the necessary sho\.els, brooms, wheelbarrows, &c., which
must be delivered into the care of the Quartermaster of each
battalion.

VII. The sentries at the gates are not to suffer any
swine, horses, or cows, to go into the barrack yard.

VIII. The Barrackmaster must furnish to each room
occupied by officers and soldiers, and also for the guards,
the usual allowance of wood and candles, which must be
distributed once a week, except the guards, whicll must
have their allowance daily. Whenever any wood is piled
up in the barrack yard, a sentry must be placed near it, to
pravent its being embezzled.

IX. A propernumber of sentries must be posted at the
gates, and other parts of the Barracks and galleries, who
are to be attentive that no damage be done to any part of
the Barracks, particular1i the rooms not OCCllpied; nor are
they to permit any person to ease himselfor make water
except in the places appointed for those purposes.

X. The Barrackmastermust visit every room at least
once a week, and whenever he finds any damage done to
the Barracks or its furniture beyonda reasonablealJowance
for wear, he must get it repaired, and report tbe expense to
the commanding officer, that it may be charged to the person
or persons committing such damage.

XI. The Barrackrnastel' must supply the troops in gar-
rison with the folJowing furnitllJ"e,and no other, viz: to
every officer's room a pine table with a drawer, two chairs,
an iron pot, a buck.et.,a pair of pot bangers, and a crane, a
pair of andirons, a fire shovel and tongs, and a box to re-
move the ashes to the dunghill. To every non-commissioned
officer and private man's room, a pine bedstead with a
WO:lden bottom for every two men, a canvas bed and
bolster case for the straw, and two Indian or other coarse
blankets, a pine table and two benches, an iron pot, with
pot-hooks and a crane, a bucket, a pair of andifOns, a shovel

and tongs, and a box to carry out asbes; besides which,
every room must be furnished with a rack with wooden
pins, for the men to put up their firelocks.

XII. Whenever the Barrackmaster delivers out any of
the foregoing articles he must recei\'e a receipt from the
Quartermaster, or some other commissioned officer, who
must be answerable for them.
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XIII. The Barrackmaster is not to suffer any person,
not immediately belonging to the garrison, to reside in the
Barracks, without an order in writing from the Council of
Saf~ty, or other person or board in whom the E~ecutive
power of the State resides; and all officers are required and
directed to assist him in the execution of this order.

XIV. Whenever any battalion or part thereof is tomarch
into the Barracks, twelve hours' previous notice must be
given to the Barrackmaster, who must prepare a sufficient
number of rooms with their furniture.

XV. When a battalion or part thereof is to march out
of the Barracks, twelve hours' previous notice must be given
to the Barrackmaster, and a commissioned or non-commis~
sioned officer left behind to deliver up the rooms and other
furniture, which cannot be properly done till the rooms are
completely evacuated.

By order of Council:
THOMAS WHARTON, Jun., President.

MEETING OF INHABITANTS OF CHF.STER COUNTY, PENN.

At a meeting of a considerable number of respectable
inhabitants of the County of Chester, at the house of Richard
Cheyney, in East- Caln, .on the first day of this instant,
November, 1776:

On motion, Resolved, That a Letter signed John Dick-
inson, Thomas ftlcKean, Benjamin Rush, George Nelson,
Sharp Delany, William Bradford, Samuel Simpson, and
Wilham Wilt, directed to the Committee of Inspection for
Chester County, and to the freemen of the same, be read.

And the said Letter was accordingly read and considered;
Whereupon it was unanimously

Resolved, Tbat the said Letter be disregarded, as not
having a tendency to promote harmony among the good
people of this County.

Resolved, That safety and protection in any Government
are necessary for every individual inhabitant thereof, to
enjoy which cannot be effected until the powers of Gov-
ernment are put in force.

Resolved, therefore, That every man in this State ought
to endeavour to put the powers of the constitUtion of this
Commonwealth in force and effect; whereby tbe good people
thereof may enjoy the benefits of Government.

DR. SBIPPEN TO THE BOARD OF WAR.

Amboy, 1st November, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Enclosed is a return of the sick in my Hos-
pitals. Besides these, there are in each regiment a number
called sick, that are not proper subjects for the Hospital,
and under the care of the Regimental SurgeoJ1s, though
there are no Regimental Hospitals; this will account for
the difference between the number of sick in Colonel
GriJfin's return and mine. Pleas~ -to mention this to the
Board.

.

Your Excellency's humble, obedient servant,
W. SlJIPPEN,D. II., Ftc.

To Richard Peters.

A Return of the Sick in the Ho.~pitals of Flying-Camp
and JERSEYMilitia.

At Amboy, two Hm;pitals; Sick, 90; wounded, 7-
total, 97.

At Elizabeth-Town: Sick, 54; wounded, 3; sick from
Canada, 25-total, 82.

At Port Lee: Sic.k of our own, 75; wounded, do., 9;
distressed New-England troops, 19-total 93.

Brunswick: Sick, 1O-total, 10.
Trenton: Sick, 56-total, 56.
Amount of tbe whole, 338.

GENTLEMEN:The number of sick and wou£!ded in my
department is three hundred and thirty.eight; four-fifths of
tbem are in a fair way of recovery, and will soon join tbeir
respective companies. I halTenot yet taken charge of near
two thousand that are scattered up and down the country
in cold barns, and who suffer exceedingly for want of com-
fortable apartments; because Doctor ~Morgandoes not un-
derstand the meaning of the honourable Congress in tbeir
late resolve, and believes yet they are to be under his direc-
tion, although theyare.on this side Hudson'sRiver. He

is now gone over to take General Washington's opinion;
as soon as I receive the General's orders on the subject, I
shall exert my best abilities to make the miserable soldiery
comfortable and happy.

1 have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient
and very humble servant,

. W. SHIPPEN, S. G. and D. H., &re.
Perth-Amboy, November 1st, 1776.

CLE~IENT. BIDDLE TO THE BOARD OF WAR.

Camp at Fort Lee, November 1st, 1716.

SIRs: I wrote to the honourable Board some time since,
informing them, byorderofGeneralMercer,I had purchased
the blankets of the Mi!itia returning home, and some other
necessaries furnished the Flying-Camp, who would other-
wise ha\'e been destitute and could not have continued. I
also supplied them with many knaps-acks, haversacks, can-
teens, camp-kettles, &c., as I had in store. The time of
their service expiring with the year, 1 beg leave to request
that you will instruct me whether they are to pay for their
bla?ke~s and for any other of the articles issued, that I may
be m tune i:Jr stoppages being made by the Colonels for
that purpose. Their arms chiefly belonO' to tbe State of
Pennsylvania, or wem purchased by orde; of General .Mer-
cer from the Militia from tbat State, on their return, takillO'
none but such as were fit for service. ' '"

Your instructions, or those of Congress, on this or any
other occasion, shall be strictly attended to.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, your most
obedient servant,

CLEMENT BIDDLE, D. Q. M. G.

To the Honourable the Board of War, at Philadelphia.

R. H. HARRISON TO THE PllESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
[Read November 4: Referred to Board of War.]

White-Plains, November 1st, 1776.

SIR: I am directed by his Excellency to acknowledge
his receipt of your favour of the 23d ultimo, which came
to hand yesterday evening, and to transmit you a copy of
the letter I had the honour of writing you by the Bosto1'
express by his command. Had the express been charged

with no other letter, the loss would not bave been attended
with any material injury to us or advantage to the enemy,
provided it should come to their hands; but there were
others fi'om his Excellency, of a very interesting nature, the
miscarriage of which gives him much concern. As the
bundle was taken away in so sudden and secret a manner,
I fear there is but little hope of recovering it; being done,
most probably, for the express purpose of furnishing the
enemy with intelligence and a state of our Army. Besides
his Excellency's letters, the most material of which was to
Mr. Rutledge, there were five or six more from the gentle-
men of his family.

My letters of the 29th and of yesterday, which I had the
honour of addressing you, will give a pretty full account of
our situation, and of every matte I' respecting thig Army,
antecedent to this date. I only omitted to mention that
we have taken thirteen of the Walt/eckel's,and that for
several days past our scuuting parties have brought in one;
two, 01' torce prisoner., in addition to these.

.

We ha\'e
every day a deserter or two.

Abont six o'clock tbis morning a messenger arrived from
Lord Stirling, (who is with his brigade between two and_
three miles li'olll WlLite-Plains, on our right and rather
nearer the North River,) with inte]]igence that the enemy
were advancing towards him in twocollimns. This infor-
mationhascarriedhis Excellency and Aids out. The re-
sult of their movement I have not heard, but most likely
'they are pursuingtheir original design of getting by our
flanks and seizing the heights above llS. Every precaution
is taking to prevent them, and to burry away our stores to
a more inter-jourpart of the country.

I ha ve the bonour to be, with great respect, sir, your
most obedient servant,

ROB. H. HARRISON.

P. S. His Excellency has just returned, and says the
alarm was premature. It arose from some of Lord Stir-
ling's adV<lnced guards seeing a body of our men, who had
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been ordered to reinforc!:1 him, who were supposed to be
the eneniy. His Excellency is very apprehensiv.e. that the
Army will be greatly distressed fo~ want of provIsIOn, par-
ticularly in the article of flour, oWI~g to t?e :vater conve~-
ance, both in the North and East Rwer, be!ng 10the .enemy s
possession. He has wrote the Co~ventloll of this, Stat,e,
and directed Mr. Trumbull that theil' utmost exertions In
this instance may be used. There is a good deal o~ flour
on the Jersey side; but there is no other '!lay to ~et It but
by cartinO" and ferryinO"it over to Peeksktll. This I have
wrote to General Gree~c to have done, by his Excellency's
direcuoll.

R. H. HARRISON TO GENEIUL SCHUYLER.

White-P]ains, November 1st, 1776.

Sm: I have the honol)r to acknowledge, by his Excel-
lency's command, his recei pt of yo~r favours o~ the 23,d
and 26th u1timo, and to return you Ills thanks for em: HIs
Excellency is glad to find that yo~ are unde~ ?ut httle or
no apprehension about proper supplies of provIsions for the
Northern Army; and from the copy of Gen,eral Gates's
Jetter, which you were pleased to enclose h~m, that our
troops are in such high spirits. He hopes their ,most san-
guine wishes will be more than fully cro:vned, 10 th~ re-
pulse ifnot the total defeat, of Mr. Carleton s Army. Either
of th~se events are much to be wished for, as our affairs will
then have a much more pleasing aspect than they now
bave; the latter most probably would ensure success to the
general cause.
- The Quartermaster-General has been spoken to about
spades and nails; he says he could furni~h some ~ail rods,
provided they could be got up. He will use ~IS endea-
vours to relieve General Gates's wants, as far as It shall be
in his power; but the situation of things will not allow
him to afford but very little assistance, if ~ny.

You wilJ herewith receive the proceedmgs of the Court-
Martial upon the cases of Lieutenant~Colon~1 White and
Captains Patterson and Ross, transrnltted I~'s ~xcellency
by Major Lit1ingston, a.greeable to. your directiOns. HIs
Excellency approves of them, and requests that, in future,
you will consider yourself authorized to reject or confirm
the sentence of every Court-Martial, in cases which respect
the Army in the Northern D.epart,?ent? without referring
them to him. Indeed he thmks It will be much more
proper that you should, than for him to interfere.

The enemy seem to be pursuing their original plan of
out-flanking us and getting in our rear. They are extend-
inO"their wings by our ripht and left, for that pmpose, and
w~ on our part, are ;dopting every probable measure
to prevent them. On l"tlonday they a,ppeared in several
lar(re columns before us, and, from theIr first movements,
see~ned as if they meant an attack upon our front; but in a
little time filed off by aUI' right, attacking, in their march,
some of our troops who had just taken post on an erninence.
After a very smart engagement. for fifteen .01' twenty min-
utes they obliged our men to gIve way, bemg greatly out-
num'bered, and moreover exceedingly galled- by twelve or
fourteen pie-cesof artillery, which were constantly playing
on them. Our loss, however, was not very considerable;
not greater in the numberkilled, probably, than what theirs
was.

I have the honour to be, in haste, with great respect,
sir, yours,&c., R. H. HARRISON.

To Major-GeneralSchuyler,Northern Department.

R. H. HARRISON TO COLONEL TRUMBULL.

1Vh.ite-Plains, November 1st, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I am directed by his Excellency to inform
you that ere this he hoped for your arrival here. His ap-
prehensionsare exceedingly great lest the Army should
suffer ml1ch for want of necessary supplies of provisions, es-
pecia]]y in the ar~icle of fl?ur.

.

From. the best intelligenc
.

e
be is able to obtam, there_Is not more ItI camp, and at the
several places where it has been deposited, than wilJserve
the Army longer tban four m five days, provided the utmost
care and economy were used in issuing it out; .but from
the waste and embezzlement, for want of proper attention
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to it, as is reported to him, it is not probable that it will last
so Ion". He has wrote to the Convention of this State
upon the subject, but has little hope of any great relief from
them, as almost the whole that can be co]]ectedabove is
wanted for the Northern Army. . He wishes, he entreats,
your utmost exertions that a sufficient quantity may be im-
mediately forwarded to North- Castle and Pine's bridge, on
Croton river, or he fears that every disorder and evil that
can be imagined, will ensue,and that the Army must of
necessity be disbanded. Your return directly he esteems
indispensably necessary for the due ordering and regulation
of matters in your important department.

I am, dear Colonel, &c., R. H. HARRISON.
To Colonel Joseph Trumbull, Commissary-General of

Provisions.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER PATED WHITE-PLAINS, NOVEMBER

1, 1776.
On the 31st ultimo it was thought that the enemy had

near finished fouror fivebatteries,which they had erected
againstus; and as our ground near the centre of the town
at White-Plains was not good,being overlookedby neigh-
bouring hilJs, the Generals last pight drew off most of the
troops from the lines there, and this morning the guards
and sAntries burned the tOWIland forage all around it, and
came off about nine o'clock. We had carried off all our
stores and planted our artillery on the hills about a mile
and an half off the centre of the town. The enemy ad-
vanced in the forenoon on to the ground we left, and as soon
as they came over the hill, we saluted them with our can-
non and field-pieces; and they advanced,no farther. Our
sick and wounded are sent out eight or ten miles. Our
men are in good spirits, and, with much patience, endure
great hardships and fatigue. I believe the main bally of
the enemy lie off against us, and that they have formed no
lines across the country as yet, below us. Their Light-
Horse may possibly scour across as far as the river, but how
that is I cannot determine. All things seem to be quiet at
Fort Washington.

COLONEL RENSSELAER'S ORDERS TO CAPTAIN FONDA, RE-

SPJi;CTING THE TORIES SENT TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE FROM

NEW-YORK.
Head-Quarters, November 1, 1776.

SIR: You are hereby ordered to march with the pri-
soners whose names are in the enclosed annexed list, with
all despatch, to Exeter, in the State of New-Hampshire;
you are to have a particular eye upon those marked with
an asterism, and to confine those in irons who appear to be
dangerous.

I am, sir, yours, &c.,
To Captain Fonda.

ROB'T V. RENSSELAER.

COMMITTEE OF CONVENTIOS 'OF NEW-YORK FOR DETECTING
,AND DEFEATlNG CONSPIRACIES.

In Convention of the Representatives of the State of
New- York, September21, 1776:

Whereas divers of the inhabitants of this State have,
by the wicked arts and insidious and corrupt practices of
William Tryon, Esquire, late Governour of the Colony of
New- York, and his adherents, been seduced to take part
with our enemies, and aid and abet their measures for subjuga-
ting the United States of America: And whereas, although
sundry of the said parricides have been discovered and
secured, yet there is the highest reason to believe that the
measures hitherto pursued, fully to detect and suppress such
iniquitous practices anrl conspiracies, have not been effectual:
And whereas this State is at present invaded bya powerful
Army at the capital, and threatened with the incursions of
another Army, attended by a host of savages, on its northern
and western frontiers: This Convention find themselves
reduced by the great laws of self-preservation and the
duties which they owe to their constituents, to provide that
no means in their power be left unessayed to defeat the
barbarous machinations of their domestick as well as external
enemies; and

Do therefore Resolve, That a Committee be appointed
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for the express purpose of inquiring into, detecting, and
defeating all conspiracies which may be formed in this State
against the liberties of America; that they be empowered to
send for persons and papers; to call out such detachments
of the Militia or Troops, in the different Counties, as they
from time to time deem necessary for suppressing insurrec-
tions; to apprehend, secure, or remove such persons who
they shall judge dangerous to the safety of the State; to
make drafts on the Treasury for sums not exceeding five
hundred pounds; that they be empowered to enjoin secrecy
on their own members, and the persons employed by the
Committee, whenever tlwy shall judge the same necessary,
and in general to do every act and thing whatsoever, which
may be necessary to enable them to execute the trust hereby
reposed in th-em; that the said Committee keep regular
minutes of all their proceedings and expenditures, together
with the examinations which they may from time to time
take, and the correspondence they carryon for executing
these resolutions, in order that the whole, or any part thereof,
may be submitted to the consideration of this Convention,
or future Legislature of this State, whenever and as often as
they may think proper to call for the same; that. thE:'Ybe,
empowered, if they shall think it necessary,to raise,officer,
and put into pay, any number of men, not exceeding two
hundred and twenty, officers included, to be upon the same
establishmentwith those under the command of Captain
Melancthon Smith, and to station them in such places, and
to employ on such services as they shall judge expedient
for the publick safe~y.

Resolved, That the Company of thirty men, ordered this
day by this Convention to be raised by Captain Delavergne,
be under the direction of said Committee.

Ordered,That the several Committees in this State do
from time to time transmit to the above-mentioned Com-
mittee a1l such information as they shall receive, relating
to any machinations and conspiracies against this State; and
that copies of these Resolutions be immediately sent by
express to the County Committees, and to all the Brigadier-
Generals, or Commanding-Officers, of the Militia of this
State, that they may govern themselves accordingly.

Extract fmlll the Minutes:
ROBERT BENSON, Secretary.

/

The following are the Members of the CommIttee ap-
pointed by the Resolutions above-mentioned: WilliamDucr,
£sq., Chairman, Zephaniah Platt, Pierre Van Cortlandt,
Nathaniel Sackett, John Jay, Charles D€witt, Leonard
GansevoQrt, Esquires.

By a rE:'solveof November 9, 1776, John Jay, Esq.,
chosen Chairman, in the stead of William Duer, Esq.

A. W. D. PEYSTER, Secretary.

In Committee appointed by the Convention oCthe State of
New- York, for Inquiring into, Detecting, and Defeating all
Conspiracies which may be formed in the said State against
the liberties of Amcrica, Fishkill, October 17,1776:

Whereas divers tt.easonable conspiracies against this State
and the liberties of America,have lately beendiscoveredin
several parts of the County of Dutchess, for seducing many
of the inhabitants thereof from their allegiance to this State,
and inlisting them in the service of the King of Great
Britain: And whereas tl1is Committee, after diligent inquiry
in the progress and cause of the said conspiracies,have the
highest reasonto believe that they were formed and promoted
by certain notoriously disaffected persons of influence in the
said County, at the instigation of William Tryon, Esquire,
late Governour of the Colony of New- York: And whereas
this Committee judge it absolutely necessary and expedient
for the suppressIOnof such conspiracies,and the prevention
of them in future, as well as the restoration of good govem-
ment and order in the said County, that such notoriously
disaffected persons of influence in the said County should
be immediately removed tbereft'om to one of the neigh-
bouring States, till such times as proper courts shaH be
instituted in this State for tbe due trial and punishment of
such treasonable prac.tices: And whereas this Committee,
in order to gain information respecting the most disaffected
persons of influence in the said County, have applied to
persons of known probity and attachment to the American
cause, who reside in apd are well acquainted with the
,characters and conduct of the inhabitants thereof, the names

of which persons the Committee forbear to mentio~, lest by
the publication thereof they should be exposed to their
malice and resentment: And whereasthis Committee,from
the intelligence and information in the manner, aforesaid
acquired, are fu1ly convinced that the persons hereinafter
named are notoriously disaffected to the American cause,
and are very instrumental in seducing the inhabitants o( the
said County from the allegiance which they owe to this
State: And whereas this State is now actually invaded by
a powerful Army,- now in possession of its capital, and
who have effected a landing and are endeavouring to pene-
trate into the County of Westchester,and is also threatened
with a formidableinvasion on its northern frontier: And
whereas the American cause greatly depends on the pre-
sen'ation of this State:

Therefore Resolved, That it hath become more particu-
larly necessary and expedient to provide for the internal
peace and security of this State, by removing from it all
persons who are notoriously rlisaffected and inimical to the
measures pUl'sl1ing for the safety and defence of the United
States of America.

Resolved, That the persons hereinafter named be forth-
with removed to the several places affixed to their respective
names, there to remain at their own expense, undel' such
restrictions as,shall be enjoined them respectively by the
Legislative authority, or by the Committees of the several
States to which they may be so removed.

Resolved, That letters be written to the respective
Legislatures or Committees aforesaid, encJosing them cO)1ies

of the resolutions of the Convention of this State appointing
this Committee, together with the lists of the persons sent
to the respective places,distinguishingsuch persons as this
Committee deem most dangerous to the liberties of America
by an asterism.

Ordered, That copies of the foregoing Resolutions be sent
to the respective Legislatures or Committees of the several
States to which the prisoners hereinafter named shaH be
removed.

'

The names of such prisoners as are sent to the, town of
Exeter, in the State of New-Hampshire:
Samuel Sweet, Stephen Thorn," Peter J. Van Denbergh,
Isaac Neal, Samuet Burdock, John Van Denbergh,"
John Tanner," (killed,) Jeremian Frencn," Samuel Isaac,s, jail,
Peter Buyce, Rev. M. Bryant," Alexander Hare, jaiL,
Area De Long, Major Ross," Isaac J. Lassing,
James Gosling, Elkenah Briggs," John Robinson,
Michael Vincent, Griffin Marcy, Ricbel! Williams,
Stephen Hunt," A~grirpa Martin," Martin Dop,
Robert Thorn, John Wheeler, Hugh Mashur,"
Leonard Vincent, Thomas Briggs, Jun.," Gores Stol)e,
Daniel Beadle, Roger Cutler, Dirk Van Vleet,"
John Montgomerie, Peter 'V caver," Robert Duell,
Peter Shearer," Coon Smith, Andries Pulver,
Joseph Tyce, James Bryant," Wanda1l Pulver,
Robert Burdock, Joshua Dakins," Adam Weaver,
Benjamin Chase, Kendrick Younkhans, John Miller,"
Dirk Dutcher, Jonathan Duel!, David Hoffman,
William Merritt, Sylvester Stone," James Parker,
Moses Fowler, Benjamin Trip, Johannis Cole,
Joseph Gage, Mathias Cook," Timothy Doughty,"
Increase Jackson," Silas Rushmore," John Degraaf,
Elias Doty, Enoch Lester," Johannes Medlar,
Jonathan Thorn, David Long," William Doughty,
James Pettit, Cornelius Lawrence," Mathias Leister,
John Grant, Nathaniel Thorn," 0 Judah Swift,
George Peters," Moses Shaw, Charles Vinsent,
Joshua Gidney," Daniel Southwick." Ephraim'Vheeler,
Samuel Mabbit," Daniel Doty, in jail, Wm. Cooper,
John German, Samuel Mott," Asa Brown,
John De Gmaf, George Doty, in jail, Anthony Carpenter,
Jacob Bush," Timothy Duel, Elisha Rose,
Jacob Sharpstone, Laughlin McIntosh, Caleb Seamans,
Elisha Powel," JO~1J1P. Lo~, Jo~eph Hitchcock,
Silas Duel," MIChael Smith, Ell Crosby,
Aaron Haight, Jun.," Henry Van Denbergh, Gilbert Dickeson,
Abel Peters," Esq.," Ebenezer Rider,
Mathias Cook," R'd Snedecker, Esq., Jacob Lawrence, Jun.
John Cook," Baltus Van !Cteek,"

Extract from the Minutes:
A. W. D. PEYSTER, Secretary.

In Committee appointed by the Convention of tbe State
of New- York for Inquiring into, Detecting, and Defeatinrr
all Conspiracies which may be formed jn the State a{Jains~
the liberties of America, Fishkill, Octobe~ 26, 1776:""

Whereas *Stephen Baxter, .J.ohn Stewart, *Stcphen
Baxter, Jun., Jonas Kaneff, "RIchard Jewel, Nathaniel
Gildershew, are notoriously disaffected to the American
cause:

Resolved, That they be forthwith removed' under guard
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to Exeter, in the State of New-Hampshire, there to remain
under such restrictions as to tbe General Court, or Council,
or Committee of Safety, shall seem most advisable.

Resolved, That those of the above-mentioned persons
whose names are marked with an asterisk, be closely con-
fined in jail.

Whereas it would be inconsistent with the publick safety
to suffer any persons who have been concerned in treason-
able practices, or who are notoriously disaffected to the
American cause, to remain confined in the jails of this
State, during its present situation:

Resolved, That all the prisoners at present confined in
the jails in the Counties of Dutchess and Westchester, be
forthwith removed to Exeter, in the State of New-Hamp-
shire, there to remain in jail till further orders from this
Committee or the Legislature of this State, unless sooner dis-
charged by due course of law.

Resolved, That this Committee pledge the publick faith
of the State of New- York, fOl'the subsistence of such pri-
soners as shall be confined in jail, and for all such others,
who, either through illness or any other cause, shall be in-
capable of subsisting themselves by labour.

The following is a list of prisoners fi'om White-Plains
jail, in the County of Westchester, now sent to Exeter, in
the State of New-Hampshire: James Boundage, Joseph
Purdy, Levy Devoe, James Budd, Billy Sanders, Samuel
Purdy, Azariah Whittemore, Captain Jagger.

The following is a list of the prisoners' names who were
confined in Poughkeepsie jail, in the County of Dutchess,
now sent to Exeter, in the State of New-Hampshire:
Frederick Ham, Junr., James Lummery, (sick,) Edward
Talbot, Lewis Hogg, Obediah Griffin, John Laurence,
John lUcDonald, Thomas Barker, Samuel Glass. These
persons were all more or less concerned in a late insurrec-
tion in Dutchess County, and the greatest part actually in
arms.

George Brl)wning, endeavouring to inlist men in the
S€rvice of the enemy.

Adam Barrack, Christian Barrack, for notorious disaffec-
tion to the American cause, and for escaping from the jail
at New- York, wherj:Jthey were confined by order of the
Provincial Congress, being taken in supplying the enemy's
ships with provisions,

John Hallock, for notorious disaffection, and for assisting
the above-mentioned two persons, when pursued in order
to be taken.

Extract from the Minutes:
A. W. D. PEYSTER,Secretary.

In Committee appointed by the Convention of the State
of New- York, for Inquiring into, &c., Fishkill, October 29,
J776:

Resolved, That all the prisoners who have been removed
from the jail of the City and County of Albany, pursuant
to a resolution of the General Committee of tbe said
County, of the 25th instant, be fortbwith sent, under guard,
to Exeter, ill the State of New-Hampshire.

Whereas it appears to this Committee from the examina-
tions transmitted by the Committee of Albany, in their let-
ter to this Committeeof the 25th instant, that the following
persons have either been aiding, assisting, or abetting the
enemy, in subverting the liberties of America, or are noto-
riously disaffected to the measures pursued for the estab-
lishment of American liberty, viz: Isaac .Mann, John
Hitchcock, Laughlin lUcGaifin, Nathaniel Douglas alias
Ruggles, James Waddell, Abraham North, to be in irons,
Peter Brown, to be in irons, Joseph Tunneclijf, William
Burns, Alexander Anderson, John Feathers, Thomas
P carson:

Resolved, That they be closely confined in jail till fur-
ther orders from this Committee OI,the Legislature of this
State, unless sooner discharged by due course of law.

Resolved, That a list of all the prisoners sent from the
County of Albany, be transmitted to the General Court
or Committee of Safety of the State of New-Hampshire,
distinguishing by an asterism the names of such persons
whom this Committee deem most dangerous to the publick
safety, ip order that they may be put under such restrictiol1s
as the General Court or Committee of Safety of the said
State shall deem most proper.

The foHowingisa list of the names of the prisoners from
Albany, including those mentioned in the last page:

Timothy Clossen, Peter Breesee, Peter Keller,
Anthony Clossen, Peter Brasee, jun" William Marter,
Isaac Mann, Henry Brasee, Alex. Boyd,
John Hitchcock, Cornelius Brasee, Joh.n Shufeet,
Seth Chase, John House, Peter Crawbergh,
Alexander White, John Livingston, James Sloan,
Laughlin McGaffin, Thomas Flood, Gilbert Scharpe,
Nathaniel Douglas, Wm. Tunnecli1T, Alex. TI

.

lompson,
James 'Yaddell, William Duncan, Joseph Tunnecli1T,
Abraham Van North, Major Snell, WiJliam Burn,
Jon.lthan Owen, Casper Bonwer, Alexander Anderson,
John McMurphy, Jary Weaver, John Feather,
Peter Brono, Coenrait Kelder, Thomas Pearson.

Extract {i'om the Minutes:

A. W. D. PEYSTER, Secretary.

In Committee appointed by the Convention of the Stat~
of New- York, for Inquiring into, &c., Fishkill, November,
1776:

Whereas it appears to this Committee that Thomas Bul-
lis was one of the persons concerned in an attempt, last
summer, to disarm the friends to the American cause, and
that there is reason to imagine that the said Bullis and a
certain Johannis Van Tilen had intentions of joining the
enemy:

Resolved, That they be forthwith moved to Er;eter, in
the State of New-Hampshire, there to be closely confined
in jail until further orders from this Committee or the Legis-
lative authority of this State, unless sooner discharged by due
course of law. Thomas Bullis, Johannis Van Tilen.

Whereas the following persons, inhabitants of this State,
were lately taken in arms against tbe liberties of the
United States, in a late skirmish between a detachment of
the Continental -Army and a party under the command of
the late Major Rogers, viz:

Joseph Dean, John Charlick, Francis Besly,
Stephen Law, Moses Travis, James Tharpe,
Elijah Carle, Elnathan Appleby, Solomon Parent,
John Angevine, Jacob Cadwell Burr, Jonathan Ecly,
Joseph Carle, Reuben Stives, Stephen Travis,
Walter Brown, David Travis, James Canady,
Gilbert Myers, Josiah 'Yorden, Abraham Brown,
Frederick Devoe, Elijah Bartoe, J edediah Davis,
David Laurence," Jonathan Asten, William Washburn :
J3.!nes Angevine,"

Resolved, That they be forthwith marched to the town
of Exeter, in the State of New-Hampshire, and that they
be closely confined in jail, in such parts of the said State
as by the General Court, or Council, or Committee of
Safety of said State, shall be thought advisable.

Whereas Thomas Gonunek has been represented to this.
Committee, by the Committee of Dutchess County, as a
person highly disaffected to the American cause, and whose
residence in this State, at this juncture, is inconsistent with
the safety thereof: '

Resolved, That he be forthwith removed to the town of
Exeter, in the State of New-Hampshire, there to remain
under the same restrictions with the other prisoners des-
tined to that place by a resolution of this Committee of
the 17th day of October last.

Extract from the Minutes:

A. W. D. PEYSTER, Secretary.

In Committee appointedby the Convention of the State
of New- York, for Inquiring into, Detecting, and Defeating,
all Conspiracies which may be formed in the said State,
against the liberties of America, Fishkill, November 8,
1776 :

Whereas it appears clearly to this Committee that Jacob
Deane, Solomon Haight, and SolomQnEltinger, ire noto-
riously disaffected to the American cause, which they have
evinced by refusing to receive in payment the Continental
currency, and endeavouring to depreciate the same:

Resolved, That they be forthwith removed to Ereter, in
the State of New-Hampshire, there to remain, at their own
expense, under such restrictions as to the General Court,
or the Council, or Committee of Safety of the said State,
shall appear most advisable.

. Whereas it appears to this Committee that Dr.
Weeks has been engaged in a treasonable conspiracy against
the liberties of America:

ResQlved, That he be forthwith removed to Exeter, in

,

:11=
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tbe State of New-Hampshire, there to be closely confined which we reached next day. Two brigades of that division
in jail until further orders from this Committee or the Legis- encamped at ]}Iile Square, on the left of General Lincoln,
latlve authority of this State, unless sooner discharO"edby and Lord Stirling marched on further and formed still on
due courseof law.

::>
the left of them towardsthe White-Plains, makinga front

Whereas Richard Rodgers has been aiding, assisting, towards the enemy from East- Chester almost to White-
and abetting the enemy, in their attempts to subvert the Plains, on the east side of the highway, so as to secure the
liberties of America: march of the troops behind us on our right, and to defend

Resolved, That he forthwith be removed to Exeter, in the teams and wagons that brought on our sick, cannon,
the State of New-Hampshire, thl're to remain in jail until stores, &c. In this manner one division of the Army passed
further OI"ders Ii'om this Committee or the Legislative another, till we extended from the Sound up to White-
authority of this State, unless sooner discharged by due Plains, and over to King's Street, not far from Connecticut
course of law. line, where General Parsons took his post, and nntil the last

Whereas John Carpenter, of Huntingdon, in the County division on the right wing, which was General Lee's, reached
of Suffolk, on Long-Island, has been late]y taken in arms tbe Plains, and marched out westward between the main
aO"ainstthe United States of America: body of the Army and the river. This was on the 25th and::>

Resolved, That he be forthwith removed to Exeter, in 26th of October. This left all tbe road from East- Chester to
the State of New-Hampshi1'e, there to remain in jail until King's Bridge open to the enemy, excepting a few guards;
further order from this Committee, the Legislative aUthority. and a regiment at or near Fort Independence. This I have
of this Statl', or of the Commander-in-Chief of the American. understood was Colonel Wyllys's, and that his orders w~re,
Army, unless sooner discharged by due course of law. that if the enemy came on too powerfully to retreat to Fort..

Whereas this Committee are clearly convinced that Washington.
Jacob Russell, DaniellJIcGuinand, and Israel Tuttle, of General Greene, I have understood, is at Fort Wash-
Ulster Cocmty,'have been traitorously concerned in inlist- ington, with about sixteen hundred or two thousand men,
inO"men for the service of the enemy, and that Patrick Mc- and that the garrison is well supplied with provisions and
D~nald, of Orange County, has harboured the said persons, war1ike stores, so as to stand a long siege. They have
knowing them to be traitors to this State: a communication wi.th the forts on the high rocks on the

Resolved, That they be forthwithremovedto Exeter, in oppositeshore. All the barracksandpreparationsfi)rwinter
the State of New-Ilampshire, and there to remain in jail, we have been obligedto leave for the present. Our stores
until further orders from this Committee, or the Legislature of every kind, as far as I can learn, have been brought off,
of the State, unless sooner discharged by due course of and sent to places of safety. Our field artillery, with two
law. Jouble-fortified twelve pounders and one brass twenty-four

Resolved, That the order of the 26th of Octoberlast, as pounder,we have broughton with us.
far as it respects the confinement in jail of John lIallock While we were making this grand movement into the
and Lewis Hogg, be disannuJled, and that the said persons country, the enemy were not idle; having collected their
remain at their own expense, at such place, and under such troops from all quarters at Frog's Point, and on board their
restrictions as to the General Court, or Council, or Com- ships, which were ranged along shore, off against the Point
mittee of Safety, of the State of New-Hampshire, shall and opposite to East-Chester. On the 18th they began a
seem advisable. cannonade from their shipping early in the day, and ]anded

Extract from the Minutes: some men on.n point or neck of land near East- Chester
A. W. D. PEYSTER, Secretary. meeting-house, and their main body advanced from Pelt's

Neck OUt towards the great post roadJi'Om CQnnecticut to
New- York. General Lee, who had-been watching their
motions, had posted a regiment or two of men, with one of
the Rifle battalions, in a very ad\'antageous manner, to annoy
them and bring them into an ambush; which partly suc-
ceeded. A large advanced guard came forward, with two
parties on the right and left of them, to flank and get round
our people wherever small parties should appear to oppose
them. A small party of our troops were sent forward to fire
on the large advanced body of the enemy, and to divert and
lead them on to a wall behind which the regiments men-
tioned were principally secreted. The enemy came very
near the wall, and received a general fire f\"Omour troops,
which broke their advanced party entirely, so that they ran
back to the main body, formed, and came on again in large
numbers, keeping up a heavy fire with field-pieces on the
walls and men. They advanced now v()ry near, and re-
ceived a second fire, which entirely routed them again, and
they \'etreated in a narrow lane by a wall, in a confused,
huddled manner, near which were posted a large body of
Riflemen and some companies of Musketmen, who at this
favourite moment poured in upon them a most heavy fire
once or twice before they could get out of the way; and
they were seen to fall in bTfeatnumbers. The whole body
of the enemy then advanced in solid columns, and large
flanking parties advanced different way'S to surround our
men; they howeverkept tbe wall till the enemy advanced
a third time, and after giving them severa] firesthey retreated
by order from their officers. General Lee greatly com-

.

mended the conduct of the men. The enemy were thought
at tbe lowest computation to have lost five hundred men;
some think not less than a thousand. We had but very
few killed', and as far as I can learn, not more than fifty or
sixty wounded. The enemy advanced on to a high point
or neck of land not far fi'om East- Chester meeting-house,
/i'om whence they were able to command the road with their
fie]d-pieces, but they kept very much in a body, so that our
people on Saturday and Sunday nights, the 19tb and 20th
of October, brought off more than one hundred barrels of
pork that had bj:)enleft in the store at East-Chester, without
any molestation. About tbe same time the enemy sent light

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN THE ARMY,

DATED CAMP NEAR THE MILLS, AnoUT THREE MILES NORTH

OF WRlTE-Pt,AINS, NOVEMBI<:R 1, 1776.

About the 15th of October the great movements of the
enemy up the Sound, their landing in large bodies at Frog's
Point, and the intelligence which the Generals obtained,
that the ~nemy with their whole force were off against East-
Chester and New-Rochel, and that both Lord and General
Howe were there in person, gave tbe Generals full satisfac-
tion that General Howe's plan was to make a bold stroke,
and hem in and cut off our Army at once. General Lee, I
have wderstood, thought that the situation of the Army of
the States of America was much too confined and cramped,
and that it could not be good policy to lie still in such a situa-
tion, or to hazard the greatcanse in which we were embarked
in one general actioIT,in which, if we should not succeed,
the Army might be lost, as a retreat would be eKtremely
difficult, if not impossible. It was determined by-the Gen-
rals therefore to. counteract the enemy by a general move-
ment. General ]}lcDo!tfJ!!ll'sbrigade from the lines at Har-
lem, se\'eral regiments of IVlilitiaat Fort Washington, and five
or six regiments from the Jersey side were ordered over King's
Bridge, and marched on towards the enemy, to counteract
them in their operations. Generals Heath, Parsons, &c.,
with more than half the Army, were there before; General
Lee also now took his post on that side, not far from the
enemy. On the 16th the Generals were all in council, and
I suppose determined to leave Harlem, Fort Washington,
and King's Bridge, only with a garrison, and march into
the country to prevent the enemy from ravaging the coast
and surrounding us, and by our movements to lead them
into the country. In the mean time' the stores, baggage,
&c., were moved to places of safety with the greatest
expedition. General Lincoln had orders to post himself on
Volulltine Hill near Mile Square, and to cast up some
works for defence; and redoubts were cast up on the hills
and on all difficult passes on the road from King's Bridge to
Mile Square, to secure our march. On the 17.th General
Spencer's whole divisionhad orders to marchto Mile Square,
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pprties along on the shore, as far as New-Rachel and Mor-
oneck, but their mainbody didnot moyebut very little.

On t!Ie evening of the 22d thirty-six of the enemy were
taken, and,next morning brought to Head-Quarters. They
were Tory Rangers, who had listed under the infaQ,lolls
Major Rogers. One of them had been an officel'. in the
New- York service, and deserted /i'om us not long since.
Two or three of them I have been told were from Newtown,
in Connecticut.

On the 2:'ld, there was much cannonading, and a smart
engagement between a party of our men and the enemy.
The enemy were beaten, left thirteen Hessians dead on the
field, which our people buried; one wounded Lieutenant,
who was taken. OIJr people also took a Major's commission
in the field, but whether it belonged to any of the slain or
to some officer which might be wounded and carried off,
they could not determine. Jn this action we had not one
man killed on the ground, and but six or eight wounded;
but one, it is thought, mortally.

Friday, 25th. There was much firing from the ships in
honour to George IlL, who came to the throne on the 25th
of October, and the enemy advanced a Jiule into the country,
but with great caution, having an advanced guard of two
thousand men or more, with a number of exceJlent field-
pieces. At night Ihey would halt on advanlageous ground,
with their cannon well mounled round them; and thus they
have come on only a mile or two in a day, in the most cau-
tious manner, with great art and generalship.

Sabbath day, 27th. The enemy sent up two ships to cut
off the communication between Fort Wa,~hil1gtonand the
Jel'ilC1jshore, but lay so much below Fort Washington that
they could not fire on them to good advantage. At the same
time a general attack was made by the enemy on our lines
at Harlem; but they were repulsed three times successively,
and the last time went off in great confusion, and our troops
pursued them some miles. It is said they lost eight or nine
hundmd men; that our men were not able to bury them the
next day. The ships were soon so much mauled off and
damaged by our cannon, that they were obliged to slip their
cables and fall down the river. They were, it is said, greatly
damaged, but neither of them sunk.

~1Ifonday, 28th. We had intelligence that the enemy,
with their whole body, were advancing towards us. The
Army were immediately alarmed, and part of General
Wadsworth's brigade, with some other regiments under the
command of General Sptncer, consisting in the whole of
five or six hundred men, were sent out as an advanced party
to skirmish with the enemy and harass them inlheir march.
We marched on to a hill about one mile and a half from our
lines, with an ArtiJlery comJ1any and two field-pieces, and
placed ourselves behind walls and fences in the best manner
we could to give the enemy trouble. About half after nine
o'clock our advanced parties all came retreating in before
the enemy; and the light parties of the enemy, wilh their
advanced guard, consi;;ting of two or three thousand, came
in sight and marched on briskly towards us, keeping the
high grounds; and the Light-Horse pranced on a little in
the rear, making a very martial appearance. As our light
parties came on 10 the hills, and discovered where we were,
the enemy began to cannonade us, and to fling shells from
their howitz and smallmorlars. Theil' light parties soon
came on, and we fired upon them from the walls and fences,
broke and scattered them at once; but they would run from
our /i'onl and get round upon our wings to flank us; and.as
soon as our fire discovered where we were, the enemy's
artillery would at once begin to play upon us in a most
furious manner. We kept the walls till the enemy were
just ready to surroundus, and then we would retreat from
one wall and hill to another, and maintain our ground there
in tpe same manner till numbers were just ready to surround
us. Once the Hessian Grenadiers came up in the frout of
Colonel Douglas's regiment, and we fired a general volley
npon them, at about twenty rods distance, and scattered them
like leaves in a whirlwind; and they ran off so far, that
some of tbe regiments ran out to the ground where they
were when we fired upon them, and brought off their arms
and accoutrements, and rum, that the men wbo fell had with
t'hem, which we bad time to drink round witb before they
came on again. They formed at a distance, and waited till
their artillery and main body came on, when they advanced
in solid columns upon us, and were gathering all round us ten

to our one. Colonel Douglas's and Silliman's regiments fired
fouror fivetimeson them as tbey wereadvancing,and then
retreated; but not till the enemy began to fireon their flanks.
Colonels Silliman, Douglas and Arnold behaved nobly,
and the men gained much applause. Cplonel Webb s,
Silliman's and Douglas~s regiments had the principal share
in the action. Colonel Webb had four kiJled, and eight or
ten wounded; Colonel Silliman lost six, and had' ten or
twelve wounded; Colone! Douglas had three killed and six
wounded. Colonel Brook's, Smallwood's and RitzeY(la's
regiments, who where drawn up on tbe hill next the lines,
sufferedconsinel'ably. Our loss in the whole may be seventy
or eighty, killed and wounded. It is said by all the deserters
and captives, who agreed in their stories,that the enemy
had about three hundred killed and wounded. The scene
was grand and soJemn; all Ihe adjacent bills smo~ed as
though on fire, and bellowed and trembled with a perpetual
cannonade, and fire of field-pieces,howitz, and mortal'S.
The air groanedwith streamsof cannonand musket shot;
the air and hills smoked and echoed terribly with the burst-
ing of shells; the fences and walls were knocked down,and
torn to pieces, and men's legs, arms, and bonies, mingled
with cannon and grape-shot all round u.s. J was in the
action, and under as goodadvantagesas anyone man, per-
haps, to observe aJl that passed, and write thes!} particu1ars
of the action from my oIVn observation. No general action
was designed on our part, and I believe one thousand men
were never engaged at any lime with the enemy. They
came on to the hills opposite our lines and halted; and after
cannonading some time part of the lines, in a short time they
became very slill and quiet.

On the 3lst, it was observed, that they had near finished
four or five batteries which they had erected against us; and
as rur groundnear the centre of the town at lfJ!ite-Plains
was not good, being overlooked by neighbouring hills, the
Generals last night drew off most of the troops from the lines
there, and this morning the gnards and sentries burned the
town, and forage all round it, and came off about niqe o'clock.
We had carried off all our stores, and planted our artillery
on the hills, about a mile and an half back of tbe centre of
the town. The enemy advanced in the forenoon on to the
ground we left; and as soon as they came over the hill, we
saluted them with our cannon and. field-pieces, and ther
advanced no farther. Our sick and wounded are sent out
eight Or ten miles. Our men are in good spirits, and wilh
much patience endure great hardships and faligue. I b~lieve
the main body of the enemy lie off against us, and that they
have formed no lines across the country as yet below us.
Their Li,ght-Horse may possiblyscour across as far as the
river; but how that is, I c.annotdetermine. All thingsseem
to be quiet at Fort Washington.

.

H. GLEN TO ELISHA AVERY.
Schenectady, November 1, 1776.

SIR : Yours of 29th instant I have received. As 10 the
quantity of flour I forwarded from this, is about one hundred
and fifty barrels, and ha\7e about the same number of ~rreJs
engaged. Only wait for the return of the wagons which is
gone up with Colonel Dayton's regiment, and believe I shall
be able to procure about foul' hundred barrels more. But, on
account of casks being hard to be had, it will be some time yet
before it will be ready. There is no occasion to send any
flour from this to Albany. As there must be a good quan-
tity of flour at Ilalf ~[oon, it is impossible for the wagons
to carry it so fast as the boats will bring it /i'om 41bany, and
the wagons that's gone off to Fort George witW theregi-
ment, I expect in by SUI!Jay; and when they come, and
fifteen more I have wrote for to Tryon County, wil! take
all at once which is at present ready, so there cannot be
the least occasion fOl' sending it by the way of Albany. As
the season is preuy far advanced, I would be extremely
glad to know what you intend ordering up to Fort Schuyler.
I have part of a company of baUoe-men kept on purpose;
the rest I ordered to Albany. The cannles I shall send, as
many as you please to order from Fonda's. I shall expect
to hear from you by the negro boy, who is an express to
Captain VaricTc.

I am, sir, your obedient humble servant,
H. GLES".

To Elisha Avery, Esq.
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COLONEL GANSEVOORT TO GENER.~L GATES.

Fort George, November 1, ]776.

SIR: I this moment received a letter from Cornelius
Wendell, Assistant Deputy Quartermaster-General, who is
now at Fort Edward, and informs me that General Schuy-
ler has requested him to send to me for spades, axes,
and pickaxes, to repair the road from Fort Edward to
Cheshire's, ill order to transport provisions that way. As I
have no tools whatever in my possessionto furnish him with,
I ~m under the necessity of applying to your Honour for
them. The provisions, until the road is repaired, must
necessarily be sent this way, and as this garrison is much
weakened by my having been obliged to send out several
scouts, I must request your Honour to send for them.
Part of the Militia from tbe County of Albany are now at
this post, but they have all an utter aversion to carry any
provision or stores across the Jake.

I am, sir, your humble servant,
P. GANSEVOORT.

The Honourable l\'1:ajor-GeneralGates.

Weekly Return of the Twentieth Regiment of Militia
from the State of CONNECTICUT,commanded by Major
ROGERS.
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Captain Jacob Perkins......
Captain Wheat ,...
Captain Johnson...........
Captain StepheDs..........
Captain Wriglh............
Captain Waterman........
Captain Lathrop.. . . .. . . . . .
Captain Brewster. .. . . .. . . .
Captain Leffingwell........
Captain John Perkins......
Ensign Johnson. . . . . .. . . . .

Total .

N. B.-l Captain siek absent. . . ..5 Captains sick present.
1 Sub, do. - . .. ..1 Sub, do.
3 Sergeants do. ..6 Sergeants do.
2 DrumsandFifesdo.. . . ..1 Drum do.

ZABDlEL ROGERS, ~Major.
SAW,PITTS, November 1, 1776.

.' Return of Colonel COGSWELL'SRegiment of Militia, RYE,
November 1, 1776.

1 Colonel, 1 Lieutenant-Coronel, 1 Major, 1 Chaplain, 1 Adjutant, 1
Quartermaster, 1 Surgeon, 1 Surgeon's Mate.

N. B.-Edmund Cheney, of Captain Johnson's Company discharged Oc-
to. 28th by reason of his being unlikeJy to penonn his
dll~ on account of health.

1 Sergeant in Captain Perkins's Company sick absent.
1 Sergeant in Captain Pool's Company Sergeant.Major.
1 Lieutenant in Captain Perkins's Company on command.
1 Sergeant in Captain .Merrill's Company sick absent.
Thoma,., Eliot, returned in the eolumn deserted, left his eompany

in Fai;;lield, October 13, 1776.
1 Drummer in Captain .I1bbot's Company sick present.
1 Sergeant in Captain Isley's Company sick absent.
4 returned on command taking care of the sick.

JONA. COGSWELL,Jun., Colonel.

ELIPHALET DYER TO THE CONNECTICUT ASSEMBLY.

Hartford, November, 1776.

Conscious as I am of my utmost exertions for to promote
the interest of the United States, as well as of this State in

partIculal', in every department in which this Assembly has
been pleased to entrust me with, yet the approbation with
which my conduct in the General Congress of the United
States has met with, in their reappointing'""mea member of
that respectable body, gives me the greatest satisfaction.
Yet, considering my ill state of health, as well as of some
others of my family, the present particular situation of my
affairs, occasioned principally by my Jong and almost con-
stant absence for years past from my family, on publick
service, obliges me, though with great reluctance, to decline
a serviceto which I wasappointedin yoursessiollsin Octo-'
ber last-attending the General Congress at Philadelphia;
and which, I flatter myself, will not be disapproved, as it is
the first iOi;tance of my ever declining any trust, post of
dangel', or trouble, to which I have been appointed by this
State.

ELIPH'T DYER.

To the Honourable General Assembly of the State of Con-
necticut.

New-London, November ], 1776.

Last week a French vessel from Cape F1'OnfOisarrived
here with molasses; the master informs that three Jamaica
privateers are out cruising for northward vessels; that he
was brought to by one of them; but upon his telling them
that he was bound to Miquelon, they acquitted him. He
also informs that three privateers are fitting out from His-
paniola, by gentlemen from this continent, who carried over
Continental commissions for that purpose.

We further learn by tbe above vessel, that advice was
received f\'Om Old France that eighteen men-of-war were
fitting out at TOitlon, and thirteen at Brest, but that there
was no talk of a war between France and England.

SMfUEL ALLYNE OTIS TO JOHN AVERY.

Boston, November 1, 1776.

SIR: I received the intimation of the honour conferred
by the two Houses of Assembly, in electing me of the
Board of War. In this way I would acquaint the honour-
able Court I am equally unwilling to obtrude my poor
services upon the publick, and to rr.fuse the call of my
country. Endeavouring to keep these maxims in view, shall
not apologize for entering into so important a department,
though I see some better qualified declining the trust.
Were my abilities equal to my regard for a much-injmed
country,I shouldflattermyselfwith a prospect of rendering
~er es~ential service; as it is, I dare promise nothing but
integrIty.

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
SAM. A. OTIS.

Mr. Avery.

JA~IES BOWDOIN TO JOHN AVERY.

November 1, 1776.

SIR: In answer to your letter informing me of my being
chosen one of the Committee of War, you will please pre-
sent my most respectful regards to the honourable the
Council and House of Representatives, and acquaint them
that the circumstances of my health at present will not per-
mit me to give tbe close attendancewhich the business01
tha.t Committee will make necessary, and therefore in faith-
fulness to the State 1 am obliged to ask tbe favour of their
excusing me from that office.

Sir, your most humble servant,
JAMES BOWDOIN.

Mr. Avery, Deputy Secretary.

ACCOUNT OF SUNDR,Y LUMBER, NAILS, &c., SUPPLIED BY THE

CONTINENT FOR THE SEVERAL FORTS, FOLLOWING, VIZ:

Fort-Hill, in Boston.

4972 feet of Boards, 2527 Ibs. of Spikes and Nails.
5420 feet of2-inch Plank, Two buildings containing_
5175 feet of 4-inch do, 12 th<;>usandShingle8,
2700 feet of Oak Plank, 8206 feet of Boards,
2700 feet of Pine J ojst, 900 feet of Timber,

.10167 feet of Pine Timber, 1200 feet of Joist,
1675 feet of Oak Joist, 8 thol.1J!andlO-penny NaiJs,
672 feet of Oak Timber, 12 thousand 4-penny NaiJs,

2100 Pickets, ! thousand 20'penny NailiJ.
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No, 1. Fort at Dorchester Point.
3454 feet of Oak Plank, 800 feet of Oak Joist,
2370 feet of Pine Timber, 3070 feet of Boards,
1600 Pickets, 7~thousand Shingles,
220 Ibs. of Spikes. 7~ thousand 4-penny Nails,
Two buildings containing- 5 thousand 10-penny do.

650 feet of Timber, ~ thousand 20-penny do.

No.2. Dorchester, second hill.
3626 feet of Oak Plank, 400 feet of Timber,
1130 feet of Pine Timher 500 feet of Joist,
200 feet of Pine Plank, 2250 feet of Boards,

1200 Pickets, 5~ thousand Shingles,
160 Ibs. Spikes. 5~ thousand 4-penny Nails,
One building containing- 3 thousand 10-penny Nails.

No.3. Fort on Dorchester, southermost hill,viz:
2646 feet of Oak Plank, 600 feet of Joist,

912 feet of Pine Timber~ 2320 feet of Boards,
] 100 Pickets, -, 6 thousand Shingles,
50 lbs. Spikes, 6 thousand 4-penny Nails,

Two buildings containing- 3 thousand 10-penny do.
450 feet of Timber, i thousand 20-penny do.

Fort at Noddle's Island, viz:
3650 feet of Oak Plank, ]395 feet of Pine Timber,
1710 feet of Oak Timber, 800 Ibs. Spikes.
2150 feet of Pine Plank,

Fort on Charlestown Hill.
924 feet of Pine Timber, 1342 feet of Boards,

2592 feet of Oak Plank, 3 thousand of Shingles,
400 Ibs. of Spikes, 3 thousand 4-penny Nails,
A building containing- 1~ thousand lO-penny do.

200 feet of J oist, ~ thousand 20-penny do.
344 feet of Timber,

Fort on Governour's Island, viz :
288 feet of Oak Plank, 23 thousand Shingles,
156 feet of Pine Timber, 23 thousand 4-penny Nails,
1000 Pickets, 60 feet of Timber,
251bs. Spikes. 750 feet of Boards,
For the Blockhouse, viz: Paintinr,:-the Blockhouse.

BOSTON,November, 1776.
RICH'D GRIDLEY, Chief Eng'r.

WILLIAM CAR~nCHAEJ, TO THE COMMITTEE OF SECRET

CORRESPONDENCE.

Amsterdam, November 2, 1776.

GENTI,EMEN: Previous t.D your attention to what follows,
it will be necessary for you to know that I have lived with
Mr. Deane since his first arrival at Paris; that I took that
city in my way from London to Nantes, to find a passage
to my native country, and with despatches, which Mr.
Arthur Lee entrusted to my care, for the honourable Con-
gress. Having a re1apseof a disorder, which prevented me
from travelling, I stopped at Paris, and endeavoured to
find out, by means of Count d'Estaing and other persons
of eminence, the sentiments of the French Court respecting
our affairs; and the moment I knew of Mr. Deane's arrival,
offered him all the services in my power, and, of con-
sequence, we have lived together until the 10th of the
present month.

At that time the agent of the King of Prussia, who had
often, as Mr. Deane has informed you, made proposals of a
commercial nature, expressed a desire that some American
would go to Berlin, and this he gave us to understand was
at the instance of his Sovereign, who wished to have a
clear idea of the nature 6f our commerce, and expressed a
curiosity, which he wished to gratify by a minute detail of
our affairs. Mr. Deane, thinking this an opportunity not
to be neglected to interest a Prince who for several years
has been dreaming of making his port of Emden an Amster-
dam, proposed it to me. However unequal to the task, I
have cheerfully undertaken it; happy to find any oppor-
tunity of showing with what a fervent zeal I am devoted to
the glorious cause, which, at present, by interesting their
humanity as well as policy, gives us so much consequence
in the eyes of Europe.

Here I have endeavoured to engage merchants to specu-
late in a direct commerce to America, to find out the sen-
timents of the people in general respecting us, to know
whether, in case of necessity, the United States would be
able to negotiate a loan, whether England would be able
to obtain further credit, and, by this barometer of the
ahility of princes, to discover their present situation. On
these heads I have written Mr. Deane, but having an
opportunity by the way of St. Eustatia, and thinking none
should be neglected of giving information, though mine,
perhaps, may not be of importance enough to merit that
title, I have taken the liberty of addressing the honourable
Committee. Arrivingbut two days after the accountshad

reached this city of our misfQrtune on Long-Island, I
found many even of the sanguine friends of America de-
jected, and those of England almost in a frenzy of joy.
In this disposition, it is easy to judge, no hopes could be
entertained of engaging merchants in a direct trade. I
find they have the greatest inclination to serve liS,and at
the same time t11emselves,for no people see their interests
clearer; but their fears that we shall be subdued, the con-
fident assertions of the friends of England confirming these
apprehensions, the prodigious sums they have in the English
funds, with this unlucky business at New- York, all conspire
to prevent direct speculation.

As my letters ft"OmPari~ intl'oduced me to the 6rst
houses here, I have had the best opportunity of knowing
their seotiments, and I can venture to say, that with many
who are apparently adverse to us, it is interest combattin()'
with principle; for, insulted, searched, and plundered as th~
Dutch were the last war, and are at present, there are indi-
viduals who by no means want sensibility to fee], thouah
the publick wants spirit to resent, the injury. The Stat~s
have, however, in answer to a fresh remonstrance of General
Yorke, declared that their ports are open to vessels of all
nations, and that their trade to and from their own Colonies
shall be unmolested, their subjects complying with the
ordinances issued by their High Mightinesses. In fact,
their prohibition of exporting warlike stores, extends to all
British subjects. I hope it will not be long before all
Europe will own us in another character. It is very certain,
that without a very material and apparent success of the
Britis/t arms in America, a loan would be very slowly
negotiated for England here. There is nothing hinders
them now from selling out of the English funds, but their
not knowing what to do with their money; for this country
may be called the treasury of Europe, and its stock of
specie is more or less, according to the necessity of the dif-
ferent Princes in Europe. It being a time of peace, the
call.has not been very great of late.

Having mentioned the credit of England, that of France
is next to be considered, and I am very sorry to say tbat
has been very low here of late. The dreadful mismanaO'e-
ment of the finances in the late King's reign, and the ch~r-
acter of the late Comptroller-General, M. d' Olugny, had
redu~ed it so low, that it was impossible.to borrow any thing
consIderable on perpetual funds; by life rents somethinU'
might be done. Perhaps a Minister of Finance, in whos~
probity the world have a confidence, may restore their
credit. At this moment that is in some measure the
case, for the French stocks rise on the appointment of
M. Taboreau. That it is possible for France to borrow,
may be demonstrated; for at the time :tV!.Turgot was re-
moved, he was negotiating a loan here, and was likely to
succeed, for sixty millions of guilders. The credit of Spain
is extremely good, and that kingdom may have what money
it will, and on the best terms. The Emperor's credit is also
good; not as Emperor, but from his hereditary dominion.
Sweden and Denmark both have good credit; the former
the best; they ha ve money at four per cent; and it is lIot
long since the Kil,lgof Sweden borrowed three miIJionsof
guilders at this intere.st, to payoff old debts at five per cent.
His interest is paid punctually. Prussia has no credit
here, but the King's treasury is full, by squeezing the last.
farthing from the people, and now and then he draws a little
money from this RepubJick, by reviving obsolete claims.
The credit of the Empress of Russia is very good; for she
has punctually paid the interest of twel ve millions of guild-
ers, which she borrowed in her war with tbe Turks, and
has lately paid off one million and a half of tbe principal.
Tbese are the strongest circumstances she could have in her
favour with a mercantile people. I have this statement of
credit fmm persons employed in negotiating tbe several
loans, and, therefore, can depend upon the truth of the
information.

To come next to America, should time and necessity
oblige her to look abroad for money, in the present state
of affairs, it is not probable that a loan is practicable. But
should success so attend our arms, tbat it should appear
evident that we are likely to support our independence, or
should either France or Spain acknowledge our indepen-
dence, in either of these cases I believe we miabt have
money, and when it was seen that we were punctL~'l1in our
first payments of the interest, we should have as much as

I
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we pleased. The nature _of the security, or the fund for
the payment of intel-est, I have not been able to imagine.
But, observing in a letter to MI-. Deane, that it was the
writer's opinion the honourable Congress did not wish to
circulate too much paper, for fear of depreciating its value,
I thourrht that bills issued similar to those in circulation in
the P~ovinces, and lodged in a publick ba'nk in Europe,
mi"ht be accepted as a pledge or deposito for money bor-
ro;ed by the United States. I beg parrion for the crudity
of the iriea, and wOllld not have mentioned it here, but that
having hinted at it in general conversation, people thought
it miO"ht,on a future occasion, be adopted.

Y~u will please to observe, that every thing here men-
tioned came f/'Om an individual, who, only as such, avowed
himself interested for his country's fatp., and for its benefit
sought information. Notwithstanding the rise of stocks
occasioned by our misfortune on Long-Island, the Dutch
are sel1ing out, and my strongest representations have not
been wantinp" to contribute a mite to this circumstance.
The price of our product is great. Rice sells for twenty-
five shillings sterling per cwt., and tobacco fOt"eight stivers
and aile-fourth per pound. You have, been threatened
that the Ukraine would supply Europe with tobacco. It
must be 10nO"before that time can arrive. I have seen
some of the tobacco here, and, the best of it is worse than
the worst of our ground leaf. Four hundred thousand
pounds have been sent here this year. The Russian
Ambassador said at the Baron le Guerre's, Ambassador
from Sweden, where I had the honour to dine, that Russia
soon would be able to supply the market wIth that article.
In this he spoke more' like an Ambassador than as a mer--
chant. I took occasion in reply to observe, that if that
was the case, and on many other accounts, it was the
interest of bis mistress that all intercourse between Great
Britain and America should be broken off, for that then the
former woula be dependent 01)Russia for all those articles
which hitherto the latter had supplied her with.

Having expressed a desire of knowing these reasons at
JarfJe with the assistance of Mr. D-s and the approba-
tio~ ~f Mr. Deane, I purpose giving in a little memoir on
the subject, which the Ambassador assures !lle shall be s~nt
to St. Petersburrrh; not being so sangullle as to tlunk
that it will prev~nt Russia from supplying England with
troops, should the other ?ema~d them, b~t it may ~ive a
secret dilatoriness to theIr assIstance, which may finally
operate in our favour.

.

If it should be determined to send any cargoes of tobacco
here on the publick account, it will perhaps be thought
pro~er_ to corivof them. _~h~ fi-igates destined:o that ser-
vice mwht retalIate the II1Jurles we have received by tlIe
destruc~on of Falmouth and Norfolk, by destroying the
towns and shipping of Greenock and the port of Glasgow,
or Ayre and Cambleton. I ha\'e be~n particularly informed
of the situation of those places until the present moment.
They lIa\'e no batteries to protect, or soldiers to defend
them, or quartered near enough in any numbers to be assem-
bled for that purpose, and not a vessel of war on the whole
coast larger than a tender, to receive m~n for the sea ser-
vice. Their rendezvous miO"ht be the entrance of the
Northern Channel, where, wl~le they waited a junction, in
case they should be separa!ed, theJ: might t.ake tbe outward.
bound ships, and, by [he II1for~atJon obtaIned from them,
ensure their success. In returmng, a party landed on the
Isle of Bute m~ght destroy ~he h?use ~f that fa~'ourit~.
Little objects strike most forclhlY,llt}le mmds. _This affaIr
completed, w~lich \Vould alan~1Br1~am and astol11shEurope,
the ships tradlllg to the Baltzck, \';Ith _cargoes,,not only ttl~t
suit, but are necessary for our I J'Ovlllce~, might be their
next object. This ought all to be dQne III the months of
A'Iarch, April, and May. _ The ?estruction of th~ ,Green-
land fishery miuht be the last object. of the expedition. I
all1 confident that, not having a distrust of such attempts,
the Sllccess would be more certain. Should there be a
necessity of seeking shelter or reli'es!llnents, I have it f/'O~n
tl16 Swedish Ambassador here that we shall find both 111
their ports. I only hinte? to him, that it was, possible
some of our adventUrers Imght explore those seas In search
of plunder, , _

This is the l"Oughoutlme of a _plan wlllch the honourable
Concrress may, should it in any shape be approved, digest
into form. 1 would stake my life on the success of the

greatest part of it, if inviolable secrecy is preserved, and
tbe execution is trusted to persons who have not only wealth
but glory in \'iew. If promptedby a heatedand indignant
imagination, this plan should appear dangerous or impracti-
cable, 1 hope it will be imputed to the desire of retorting
Olll' injuries on that counlry which has in some measure
been the cause, and is at present endeavouring with the
rancor of private animosity, to accumulate our distress. I
entreated Mr. Deane to propose some. part of it to the
consideration of Congress some time ago, and I have the
pleasure to find his opinion corresponds with my own on
the subject.

The resentment which it is said the honourable Congress
have shown on the conduct of the King of Portugal
towards us, has been attended with,a very good effect, and
should a manifesto be published by that honourable body,
hinting only the necessity of taking similar measures with
all those who de~nied th~m the Cammon rights of mankind,
I all1 persuaded it would be to our advantage. It was the
dread of such a blow to their trade, that was one of the
strongest arguments made use of by the merchants of this
country in their petition to the States. I need not mention
to you any thing respecting what is like to take place in
Europe another year, for of that ere this you, I hope, have
information. 1 will only say, lhat the greater part contem-
pJates with pleasure the gloomy prospect for England; there
is not an envoy of the most petty State in Italy but exults
at it. The .want of intelligence from America hurts the
cause prodigiously in Enrope, and the anxiety of those who
have its interest at heart is, from that circumstance,incon-
ceivable. I hope I need not offer assurances to convince
the honourable Congress of the zeal with which I wish to
serve them. To be directed by that honourable body in
what manner to do it most effectually, will be the happiest
circumstance of my life. -

I have the honour to be, &c.,
WILLIAM CARMICHAEL.

P. S. I cannot seal this letter without recommending
Colonel Prevet, should the fortllne of war put him into our
hands, to all the indulgence, to himself and family, his situ-
ation will possibly admit of. Mr. Grand, his wife's fatber,
an eminent merchant here, animated witb tbat love of liberty
which distinguishes his country, (Switzerland,) offers all
the services in his power to the publick,and a thousand
civilities to its individuals. If by the same fortune Mr.
Dowdswcll, of the First Regiment of Guards, should fall
into our hands, his father's merits and his own reluctance
will give him the same indulgence.

.
Since I wrote the above, Mr. Grand has assUl'edme that

should the honourable Congress determine to negotiate
loans in Enrope, and would draw bills accepted by the
principal merchauts in America, payable at two, three, and
five years' sight, and send them to their house, they should
be discounted by them at five per cent. interest. This was
the manner in which money was raised for the city of
Leipsic during the last war. The gentlemen of the com-
miUeewill please to observe that this is to be kept very
secret, for no loan can be publickly negotiatedhereasyet.
The firm of this house is Messrs. Horneca, Fizeaux ~ Co.,
and is one of the most capital in this city. Should any,
cargoes be consigned here on publick account, perhaps it
may be thought proper to address them to these gentlemen,
I can assure you, gentlemen, and that from my own knowl-
edge, that many bills remitted from America, and supposed
to be drawn on account of Congress, ha\'e been refused
payment by the English Ministry knowing befoJ'Chand when
they would be presented for payment, and by that means
having an opportunity of briLing, threatening, or flattering
the parties on whom they were dra.wn eitheJ: to refuse.
payment absolutely, or at least noting them for protest, in
order to hurt the credit of our merchants in Europe. I do
think that the less connection, for this and other reasons, we
have in future with houses whose principal business depends
on Great Britain, the better. 1 beg pardon for giving my
opinion thus freely, but it is the effect of my zeal.

W.C.

SILASDEANE TO THE SECRET COJ\1MJTTEE.

Paris, November 2, 1776_

It is presumed that the thirteen frigates are now at sea,
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and it deserves the earliest attention so to use them as may
most esscntifl]]y wound the comm'erce of Great Britain.

The British ships will, except a few stationed at New.
York and Halifax, winter in the West-indies, consequently
a blow there cannot be so successfully struck; besides, from
the last winter's adventure, they will be on their guard.

The inquiry is, where can they be taken most unguarded?
Two schemes have rose in my mind: The enemy have no
man-of-war winterinrr at Newfoundland, and the station
ships go out there j~ May. Two or three of the frigates
mirrht sail as on a common cruise, and stand for the banks
aft~r being at sea; destroy, in a few days, all the fishing
starres, boats, &c.. &c., and bring away the workmen who
wi;ter there, which must ruin their fishery for one year
at least; after which let them sai! for the Baltic, and
cruise for the ships bound to Russia. The other is, as
larrre remittances are wanted in Europe, let the tobacco,
rie~, wheat, &c., be loaded, part in these frigates, and
part in vessels under their convoy; let them h?ve on.e
destination,for example,Bordeaux. After unloadmgtheir
carrroes and refreshing their crews, (during which the most
exa~t intellirrence may be had of the situation of the
British coast,) they may strike a blow which will alarm
and weaken Great Britain most effectually. The city
of Glasgow might at any hour be destroyed by a single
frigate capable of landing two hundred men; and Great
Britain beinrr obli$!:ed to send all her fleethexcept her
heavy guard ~hips, into America an? the TVesi-!ndies, ~his
town, as well as many others, wIll the ensumg spnng
remain in much the same situation, and there being no
militia in Scotland, the scheme might be fully executed,
and the ships retire before any force could be collected. I
would propose, after effecting this, to go northward instead of
returninrr, and intercept the Baltic ships, or make a harbour
in B(m1caux or I-Iavre-de-Grace, and wait a second oppor-
tunity. Certain it is, a few of our cruisers, permitted to enter
the harbours of this Kingdom, and of Spailir-which, jf
proper application is made, they mast certainly wiII be-
ma;ydistress the trade of Great Britain and enrich ourselves.
You may have any number of recruits in Europe for such
ships, and, by sending out commissions, have individuals
join you in the adventure under yonr flag, with stout frigates,
several of which are now building abso]utely with the design,
viz: tbe hopes of getting into the service of the United States
of North America.

VAN DIBBER AND HARRISON TO MARYLAND COUNCiL OF

SAFETY.

St. Eustatia, November 2,1776.

GENTLEMEN: The preceding is a copy of our last
respects, since when no materialchange has taken place.

Enclosed you will be pleased to find an invoice and bill of
lading for the goods we now ship you by the Molly, Captain
Conway, amounting to £3944 19s. lOd., this currency,
which you'll please pass to our credit, together with the
vessel's disbursements, being £ -.

We have put as much salt on board as the Captain
judged it prudent to take, and all the woollens we were able
to procure of any kind. We should esteem ourselves very
happy to supply you with a sufficiency of these useful arti-
cles, but as vessels and seamen are both scarce, apprehend
we cannot with near the quantity required by the first, and
the latter is really not to be had at any rate just now, though
we expect there will be some out soon. .

.

. The most convenient way of getting dry goods would be,
we think, to give Captain Conway leave to cruise a week
or two to windward of the island, when he comes out again.
By the time he gets back, if despatched quickly, there will
be fine pickings among the outward-bound Trest-India-
men.

"Ve expect in our next to hand you accounts sale of
Handy's, Martin's, Beck's, and Conway's cargoes, and are
with uufeigned respect, sirs, your most obedient humble
servants,

VAN EIBBER & HARRISON.

P. S.W e hope to prevail on many private persons to
speculate in salt your way, though the resolve restricting
the price of that useful article will be no advantage to
you.

FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. III.

LANDON CARTER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Sabin Hall, November 2,1776.

Lieutenant Eeale beinO', in his illness, obliged to leave
his baggage where he wa; quartered, finds them so pillaged
now as to make his stay necessary for some days, to g~t
refitted; which, I assure you, is a hard matter to do now In
this Commonwealth. This, then, come~ through some con-
veyance of Colonel F. Lee.

Since wl'itinU'the enclosed one Mr. Ar1]!istead, returned
"fi'om an excursion to Philadelphia, has written to his

father-in-law, Colonel Peachey, that just before he left
Philadelphia, news came that General Lee had, with a
body of men, marched to meet the five thousand enemy,
who seemed intendinrr to cut off the communication with
the back country; had met with them, and dro\'e them twice'.
within -their own Jines, and with great loss. It is p!easing,
and with no great inconsistency, that in his way from Phil,-
adelphia, he (Armistead) met or overtook an express in-
forming every body that GenerallHercer, having a certain
intellilTence of the evacuation of Staten-Island to about
fifteen~hundred men, had passed a body of men to attack
tbem, and had been engaged about four hours when the
express left him, and had every certainty of taking or
destroying them all. For want of some plat to give me an
idea of situations, I cannot say as to the probability of this
report. I wish you had such a thing to spare, or any gen.
tleman in your camp; it would give my geographical genius
great pleasure, and no return shall be wanting. My com-
pliments to General Lee in particular, with a God speed
you all.

Some rascally Tory has reported that Lee had recom-
mended to all America to make pea,ce with Lord Howe on
any terms. I saw nobody that could believe it. But every
body engaged to do his character great justice.

J}forgan, the Rifle Captain taken prisoner at Quebeck,
it seems,was not returned on his parole of not taking up
arms against King George, and was going to know of our
House of Delegates, if a prisoner returned in his room could
not absolve his engagement? If it could not, he was re-
sol ved to go out against the Indians. I ba ve doubts, because
he must hav'e known the Congress could only solve the
difficulty. I mention these things to you only as the news
of the day. My grandson is active and punctual in the
Militia, ready to step forth on any occasion. I could not
maintain him as he ought to be, as a supernumerary under
General Lee; therefore, with great thankfulness, that kind
ofter in the General was declined.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFE'I'Y TO THE PRESIDENT OF CON-

GRESS.

[Read 20th: Referred to the Board of War.]

In Council of Safety of Maryland, N(rvember 2d, 1776.

The bearer hereof is a Frencl£ gentleman, just arrived at
this pJace fromltlartinico; he is anxious to enter into the
service,having, as he says, been bred to a militJry life and
served for some time in the French Army. We have
thought it prudent 'to refi~rhis cause and circumstances to
the consideration of the Congress, and have supplied (Jimwith
cash to defray the. charge of his journey to Philadelphia, as
it may be politick to give every reasonable encouragement to
such foreigners as may incline to assist us during the present
war. We submit the propriety of forwarding this gentle-
man to the camp, with a recommendation to the General
to place him in such station as his knowledge and ability
entitle him to fill.

On behalf of the Council of Safety:
DAN. OF ST. THo's JENIFER, President.

-
THOMAS JONES TO M,\.RVl..ANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, November 2d, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: 'Ve understand that you have collected a
quantity of high Bristol shot. We have got a quantity of
good lead we will exchange with you for the shot, pound

for pound. If you accept our proposals, we wiII send you
the lead and take away the shot from Annapolis.

Are, gentlemen, your obedient servants,
JON. HUDSON,
THOS. .JONES..

To the honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.
31
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MEETING OF CITIZENS OF PHILADELPHIA.

At a meeting of a number of the citizens of Philadelphia,
at the Philosophical Society's Hall, November the 2d, Sam-
uel Howell, Chairman, Jonathan B. Smith, Secretary~

It was unanimously resolved to publish the following
Address to the Inhabitants of the City and Liberties of
Philadtlphia:

FRIENDS AND FELLOW-CITIZENS: As a considerable
uneasiness has arisen in the minds of some of the inhabit-
ants of Philadelphia, from a fear that it was the desire of
those citizens who agreed to the resolutions passed at
the town meetings the 21st and 22d of October last,
that tbe Representatives to be chosen on the 5th of this
instant, for tbis city, should possess, not only the power to
make tbe necessary alterations in the frame of government
formed by the late Convention, but likewise to execute the
same, we take this opportunity of declaring that, after the
said Representatives have finished the alterations and
amendments in tlie government, (agreeable to the method
proposed in the 29th resolution passed at the town meet-
ing of the 22d of October,) it is our desire that they should
issue writs for the election of an Assembly, and immediately
afterwards dissolve themselves; and for tbis purpose we
intend to instruct them, previous to their taking their seats
in the House of Assembly.

We think it our duty further to declare to you, that we
wish for no alterations to be made in the Constitution, which
shall affect the great and fundamental principles of a free
government; such as liberty of conscience, trial. by juries,
freedom of die press, annual elections, and the division
and rotation of offices. But, while we acknowledge tbese
parts of the Constitution to be perfectly just, and highly
agreeable to us, we think ourselves bound to declare tbat it
contains flaws whicb ill a little while will render those
inestimaLle blessings of no efficacy.

You have been told that we are connected with tbe
Tories, and that we are aiming to bring back the late royal
and proprietary power of tbis State. We deny tbe charge.
We appeal to Heaven for the purity of our intentions, and
we call upon tbose men wbo have propagated tbis calumny
to prove that we have ever aimed at any thing else than at
th. establishment of a free and consistent government upon
the sale authority of the people. We have publickly
declared ollr attachment to the independence of this and
the other Unittd State,~. We have embarked our all in
the pt'esent glorious contest for their independence, and
many of us have exposed our lives in its defence.

You have been told that we aim to establish a power in
the State, which has been branded with the justly odious
and unpopular name of a House of Lords. We deny this
charge with the same solemnity that we do the last. We
disclaim all legislative power that is not derived from the
yearly choice of the people; and it is because we esteem
the sacred power of the people to be above all other
power, that we have appealed to them from the tribun.al.
of the Convention. By our preference of a mixed and
tempered legislature to that established by the Convention,
we declare that we wish for a Government that shall
not suffer the poor and the rich alternately to be the prey
of each other.

In order to induce you to submit to the new form of
Government, you have been told that YOllcan know nothing
of its defects till YOLlhave experienced them. Did we
reason in this manner when the King of Great Britain
offered us slavery through a number of arbitrary acts of
Parliament? Did we wait till the chains were fixed upon
us before we resisted? We did not. Even the people of
Canada opposed the arbitrary frame of Government con-
trived for them in the Qltebeck bill before they experienced
its destructive effects upon the remains of their liberty. . A
seven years' familiarity with sla very may render liS ever
afterwards unfit to assert and maintain the privileges of
freemen.

Weare now on the brink of a precipice. There are
more evils in our new frame of Government than have been
pointed out by the pen or tongue of any man. The preju-
dices and passions of a whole community are let loose by
it upon every man:s property, Jiberty, and life, through ~h.e
medium of the legIslature, the courts of law, and the politi-
cal inquisitionl called the Council of Censors.

.
We conjure

yM, therefore, by the remembrance of past difficulties,
through which we have struggled together-by tbe pros-
pects of the common dangers which are before us-by
the honour of Pennsylvania-and by the blessings of free
and equal government, to consider seriously what you are
doing, before you take another step in support of tbe new
constitution. Let not tbe rash action of a single day add
the inhabitants of Pennsylvania to the number of those
unhappy people in several European countries, who bave
undone themselves by a hasty and ill-judcred exercise of
their own power. 0

Signed by order and in bebalf of the meeting: ~

SAMUEL HOWELL, Chai17nan.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN PHILADELPHIA,

DATED. FORT LEE, NOVEMBER 2, 1776.

Six gentlemen who escaped from the fleet inform us
that tbere are now seventy sail of transports lyincr at Red-
Hook, to take in three thousand troops, who are °to go for
Rhode-Island.

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBt'LL.

White-Plains, November 2. 1776.

SIR: I am directed by his Excellency to acknowledge the
honour of your letter of the 31st ultimo, which Came to
hand yester[Jay evening, and to return you his tbanl.s for
the reinforcement you have ordered him under the command
of General Wooster. It will arrive very seasonably, and in
part make up for the deficiency occasioned by daily deser-
tions of our men, wbo are returning to their bomes in the
most scandalous and infamous manner. The roads are
crowded witb them.

I am also directed by his Excellency to acquaint you,
that before the receipt of your favour he had given direc-
tions to the General Officers to discharcresuch of the sick
Militia from~your State as were unfit fo~service, and who
choosed to return, rather than remain, for their recovery.
As to pointing out a mode for clothing the Militia who
were injured in the several retreats, it is a matter of great
dIfficulty in tbis time of scarcity of goods, and such as he
does not know how to remedy; nor will it be possible,
consistently with the good of the service, wben our numbers
are decreasing, and those of the enemy augmenting by
reinforcements from home, and the disaffected in this Prov-
ince, for him to send persons upon furlough to collect blan-
Kets. He would submit it to you, whether your requisition
going to"tbe towns from whence the Militia came, will not
induce the friends of those who are here to make provision
for them in this instance.

In respect to the Light-Horse under Major Backus, he
issued an order for their discharge, on yesterday morni[)O',
on the arrival of the otbers under Major Sheldon. Andol
am charged in a particular manner, to notify you that their
conduct has been extremely good, and tbe services they
bave rendered of great advantage to their country. Sen-
sible of this, as a tribute due their merit, his Excellency
was pleased to make them a return of his thanks, in the
General Orders of yesterday.

The appl"Oaching dissolution of the present Ai"my, with
the uncertain prospect of raising a new one in time, provi-
ded the utmost industr)' is not used, gives his Excellency
much concern; and this is gt'eatly aggravated by the several
States delaying to send Commissioners to appoint officers
for recruiting. As. yet none have come but fi'om the lJlas-
sachusetts State. This he desired me to mention to you,
and also to request your kind exertions and influence to
have every possible supply of provision, particularly of
flour, forwarded to North- Castle and King's Bridge, on
Croton river, for the use of this Army. Our situation in
this instance is by no means so agreeable as could be
wished, and demands extremely great; nor have we a pros-
pect of but small relief, except what comes from your State. .

This Convention is doing something for us, but the sup-
plies for tbe Northern Army will not allow them to furnish
any great quantities for this. '

The enemy having discovered their intentions, in pur
~

suance of their original plan, of penetrating into the country
and forming a line in our rear, it became necessary the last
week to remove the whole of our Army, except the garri-
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sons left at "Mount Washington and King's Bridge, from
the heights we had encamped on above the latter to this
place, to prevent their oUtflanking us, and the execution
of theil' design. On ~Ionday morning, about ten o'clock,
they appeared in se\'eral large columns, in our front, and
from their movements seemed as if they meant an attack
there. In a little time their-main body (at least of those
in sight) filed off to our right, and began a most severe
and incessant cannonade at a part of our troops who had
just taken post on a hill with a view of throwing up some
Jines. Covering themselves with their cannon, they ad-
vanced in two divisions, and after a sl11artengagement for
about a quarter of an hour, obliged our men to give way.
Our loss, at present I cannot ascertain; nor is theirs known.
I dare say it was not much inferiour to ours; and, had it not
been for their immense artiIlery, which galled our people
greatly, it is probable it would have been much greater.*
They now lay extended from our right to our left, and it is
generally conjectured they have in view the seizing on
King's Bridge, on Croton river, to cut off our comrnunica-
tion with the upper country. To prevent this, and secure
the pass, General Beall, with his brigade of "Maryland
troops, was ordered to march yesterday. Since ~londay
they have attempted nothing, unless it was to advance a

"November 1, 1776.-111 the morning, the British advanced, with a
number of field-pieces, to the north of the road near late Head-Quarters,
(a heavy column appearing behind on the hill, ready to !!'love forward,)
and commenced a furious cannonade on General Heath's division, which
Was nobly returned by Captain-Lieutenant Bryant and Lieutenant Jack-
son, of the Artillery. General Heath's first anxiety was for Colonel
.Malcolm's re;;-iment on the hill, to the east of the hollow on the left, lest
the enemy should pu~h a column into the hollow and cut the regiment
off from the division. He therefore ordered Maior Keith, one of his
aids, to gallop over and order Colonel.~faleolm to come off imm~diately,
with Lieutenant Fenno's artillery. But, upon a more critical view of
the ground in the hollow, (at the head of which there WaS a heavy
stone wall, well situated to cover a body of troops to throw a fire
directJydown it, while an oblique tire could be thrown in on both sid~s,)
he ordered Major Pollard, his oth~r aid, to gallop after Keith, and coun-
termand the first order, and direct the Colone1 to remain at his post,
Ilnd he shoulrl be supported. A strong regiment was order~d to the
head of the hollow, to occupy the wall. The cannonade was briskon
both sides, through which the two aids-de-camp passed in going and
returning. At this instant, General Washington rode up to the hill.
His first question to General Heath was, "How is your division!"
He was aFlswered, "They are aU in order." "Have you," said the
Commander-in-chief, "any troops on the hill, over the hollow I" He
Was answered, "./!faicollll's regiment is there." "If you do not call
them off immediately," says the General, "you may lose them, if the
enemy push a column up the hollow." He was answered that, even
in that case, their retreat should be made safe; that a strong regiment
WaS posted at the head of the hollow, behind the wall; that this regi-
ment, with the oblique fire of the division, would so check the enemy
as to allow .Malcolm to make a safe retreat. The Commander-in-chief
concluded by saying, "Take care that you do not lose them." The
artillery of the division was so well directed as to throw the British
artillerymen several times into confusion; and, finding that they could
not here make any impression, drew back their pieces, the column not
advancing. The BI'itish artillery IIOW made a circuitous movement,
and came down toward the .!Jmeriean right. Here, unknown to them,
were .some ~welve-p~ullders, UpOIl the ?ischarge of which they made
off with their field-pieces as fast as their horses could draw them. A
shot from the .!Jmerican cannon, at this place, took off the head of a
Hessian artilleryman. They also left one of the artillery horses dead
on the field. What other loss they sustained was IIOt known. Of
General ~eath's division, one man only, belonging to Colonel Paul-
ding-'s regiment of New-York troops, was killed. The British made no
other attempt on the .lJm,ericans while they remained at White-Plains.
The two armies lay looking at each other, and within long cannon-shot.
In the night time the British 1ighted up a vast number of fires, the wea-
ther growingpr~tty cold. These fires, some on the level ground, some
at the foot of the hills, and at all distances to their brows, lsome of
which were lofty, seemed to the eye to mix with the stars, dnd to be
of different magnitudes. The .lJmeriean ~ide, doubtless, exhibited to
them a similar appearance. 011 this day, General Heath ordered three
redoubts, with a hne in front, to be thrown up on the summit of his
post, so constructed that the whole of them could make a defence, alld
~upport eac~l other at the same time, if attacked. These, to the enemy,
111whose vIew they ful}y were,. myst have appeared very fi)rmidable,
although they were desIgned prmc1pally for defence against small-arms;
and, perhaps, works were never raised quicker. There were the stalks
of a large corn field at the spot; the pulling these up in hills took up a
large lump of earth wit];" each; the roots of the stalks and earth on them,
placed in the face of the works, answered the purpose of sods or fas-
cines. The tops being placed inwards, as the loose earth waS thrown
upon them, became as so many ties to the work, which Was carried up
with a despatch scarcely conceivable.

The BTitish, as they say, had meditated an attack on the .lJmericans,
which was only prevented by the wetness of the night. Be this as it
may, ~el1erallleath had. ordered his division,. at evening roll-call, to be
at their alann posts (WhICh they every mornmg manned whilst at this
place) half an hour sooner than usual. He had then no other reaSon
for doing this, than the near position of the enemy, and the probabiTity
that they would soon make an attack. But the Commander-in-chiefmust
have made some other discovery; for, after Generailleath waS in bed,
Colonel Carey, who was one of the aids-de-camp of General JVashington,
came to the door of his marque, and, calling to him, informed him that the
whole Army were to be at their alarm posts the next morning half an
hour sooner than usual, and that he was to govern himself accordingly.
~e~~ral Ileath ~ep1ied, that he had fortunately. given such orders to his
dIVlj\\On at evenmg roB-calL He therefore nelther got up himself nor
disturbed any other of his division.-lIeath. '

smaI1 detachment or two yesterday evening, towards ~o~e
of the heicrhts where our men were posted. On recelvmg
a shot or t~o fi'om our cannon, they ran off with great pre-
cipitation. .We are now aU q~iet. E.\'ery day one, t~o,
or three prIsoners are brought m by our scoutmg parlIes;
added to them, one or two deserters every day come over.
We have taken thirteen or fourteen of the Waldeckers,

Having n.m over, in a summary way, a state of our af-
fairs, and much writing on hand, I have only to add that
I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your most
obedient servant, ROB'T H. HARRISON.

P. S. His Excellency is busily employed in reconnoi-
tring the country hereabouts.

.

GENERAL MIFFLIN TO WILLIAM DUER.
White-Plains, November 2, 1776.

DEAR MR. DUER: Pray let me have one hundred good
ox. or horse teams, immediately. "Ve cannot move without
them. Such stores as are necessary at Peek's and Fish
Kills for detachments, we may send to those places. Surely
your State is able to furnish that number in a very short
time. \Ve want no stores nearer to us than the Highlands,
at present, so that the teams may be hurried on without
delay.

If two hundred teams could be procured, I would most
cheerfullyemploythem at least one month; but I suppose
from the delay, which has appeared una\'oidable, in procuring
the firstnumberordereri,you will not be able to send them
in any reasonable time. I make no doubt you will do your
best for us.

Mr. Livingston has again applied to me in favour of Mr.
Jansen. I have referred him to you. Yours affectionately,

T. MIFFLIN.

TENCH TILGHMAN TO WILLIA1U DUER.

Head-Q,uarters, near White-Plains, Novembir 2,1776.

DEARSIR: I have yours of 31st ultimo. The loss of the
11illhas not been of the least disadvantage to us. It has
occasioned us to leave oUr lines on the Plain, which were
only temporary, but not to make any retreat. We have
got all the heights, and the Army of the enemy have
scarcely gained an inch of ground. I do not know the hill
you mention by the name of the Bald Hill, but every
advantageous piece of ground has been weU reconnoitered.

Colonel Dubois was not very successful in the impress-
ment of teams; our wants are still considerable in that way,
and therefore all that you can send down will be most
acceptable.

As fast as your flour is manufactured, please to have. it
sent down as far as Pine's Bridge, on Croton's river, where
General Beall now is, with three Regiments. The teams
that bring it down may proceed on to the Army, if they can
be got so to do.

Our Commissaries and Quartermasters had lodged a
parcel of stores at'the town at White-Plains, and therefore
it was necessary to throw up some Jines down the town till
the stores could be removed. This we did effectually,and
then gave them possession of a pieceof groundwhich they
dare not occupy, because it is secured by onr cannon from
the heights. All matters are as quiet as if the enemy were
one hundred miles distant from us;. and his.Excellency is
just going to ride. I must therefore to horse, and bid you
adieu. I am,dear sir, yours, &c., T T

.
. ENCH ILGHMAN.

COLONEL GIST TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Camp befo~ the White-Plains, 24 November, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Colonel Smallwood being wounded in the
action of ~8th ultimo, the command since has devolved
upon myself. The duty I O\veyour reslJectable body calk
upon me to give you an account of the killed and wounded,
not doubting but what Colonel Smallwood has before this
forwarded you a circumstantial account, as he is only
s]ightly wounded, and has more time at present than I can
possibly spare.

Since the skirmish the enemy has been exceedingly busy
in erecting a breastwork on the eminence tbey took from
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us. Yesterday morning, having got prepared to open it
upon us, the General ordered us to abandon our back lines,

. which, in our present situation, was rendered useless to us.
The enemy immediptely took possession of them; and judg-
ing that we were making a precipitate retreat, formed the
line, and advanced upon us with a large column to bring
on the attack, the artillery on each side keeping up a smart
fire; and they soon founl! their situation disagreeable, and
as if ashamed of tbe attempt, they sneakingly skulked
behind a wood, and retired unseen to the Jines.

In much haste, I am, gentlemen, respectfully, your very

obedient s.ervant, 1\1. GIST.

To the Honourable Council of Safety, AnnapoHs.

A List of the Killed and Wounded tlte 28th ultimo.

Captains ScoU and Bracco, Sergeants Westbey, Belt,
lIudson, killed-5.

Colonel Smallwood, Lieutenants Waters and Goldsmith,
wounded-3.

Privates killed and wounded-38.
Including the independent companies, our effective men

are now reduced to two hundred and ninety-eight, and are
, badly off forclothes,having lost the principalpart of their

baggage.

GENERAL GEORGE CLINTON TO JOHN M'KESSO~.
.

Camp at the old place, near \V
.

hite-Plains, ~
2d November, 1776. 5

My DEAR SIR: Your favolJrs ofthe,30tl1 and 31st ultimo

were left at my tents a few moments since. Since my last
to you, dated the day before yesterday, the centre and right
wing of our Army, having possessed themselves of the heights
in their rear, northeast of the road leading to Young's, yes-
terday morning evacuatBd that part of our lines which passed
through the town and so east of it, and of all back on those
heights, firing all the barns, hay, and cow-stacks in front.
This induced the el)emy to believe we had again retreated;
and, determined to take the advantage of our supposed flight,
their Army instantly moved forward into the part of our
lines which were evacuated. This brought on a pretty brisk
cunnonade, though at too great a distance to do much exe-
cution. I lost one man, and had two wounded. I have
heard of no other injury done us.

We are by the late movemeot now.far advanced in front;
of course most exposed. The enemy retired to their former
encampment in the evening, leaving strong advanced
pickets and working parties, who are busily employed in
erecting works on the heights and near town. Deserters,
especially from tbe Queen's Light Dragoons, come daily
over to us, and now and then our Rangers send in a strag-
gling prisoner.

Captain Van T¥yck, of my brigade, who, at his earnest
desire, was appointed to a company of Rangers, was day
before yesterday unfortunately killed. He went out in the
morning, with about thirty men, fell in with about one hun-
dred of the enemy, and at once, not far distant from their
lines, charged them with. spirit, gave them a brisk fire, but
unfortunately when l<,>adinghis piece the second time, was
shot in the head and felldead. His Lieutenantshot down
the tIlan who killed his Captain. The enemy fled. Our
party brought off tbeir Captain, and yesterday evening I
had him interred with the honours of war. He was a good
man and valiant officer. Pray communicate this sad news
to his widow, to whom I should write had I leisure, in a
manner that will least affect her. I know of no other news
worth communicating you. Though in the camp, I am not
acquainted with the disposition of our Army. Some bri-
gades to the northeast of us, in my humble opinion, are
where they can do us no good. Perhaps I am mistaken.
I am not well acquainted with the country.

I lIJIISt beg an answer to my letter wherein I desired you

tD ask a favour to the Convention; and am, with the utmost
ffiteem, yours affectionately, G CEO. LINTON.

I need not ask you to forward the enclosed: I know you
will do it. Though determined never to meddle .much with
the disposition of officers, I can't help recommending Col-
onel Du Bois and his officers, who served in our Army to
the porthward last year, to the Convention. Should they

quit the Army by any neglect, it will be a publick loss.
Tbey are brave men and good officers; at least such of them
as have joined our brigade.

GENERAL COURT-lIIARTIAL.

At a General Court-Martial, held by order of his Excel-
lency General Washington, near WMte-Plains, for tbe
trial of such prisoners as shall be brought before them,
November 2d, 1776:

Brigadier-General McDougall, President.
Members: Colonel. Baldwin, Lieutenant-Colonel Weisen-

fells, Major Sherman, Captain' Coggswell, Captain Bolster,
Captain Crooker, Captain Knap, Captain Coal, Captain
1Varner, Captain Lee, Captain Hull, Captilin Pelton.

Captain Aridrew Peters, Judge-Advocate pro tem.

The Court proceeded to the tria] of Colonel ~l(Jrris
Graham, who was on the 28th of October last posted,
with his regiment, more than once behind stone fences,
but retreated from each without firing a gun. The same
was done by the other parties; and when called on (by the
Adjutant-General) they alleged Colonel Firmen's orders,
when the said Adjutant-General saw him endeavouring to
keep the different parties up to theil' posts.

The said Colonel Graham, being arraigned before the
Court, and the question put to him, whether he was guilty
or not guilty of the charge alleged against him, he plead
Not guilty.

.

Colonel Read, being sworn, says that be posted Colonel
Graham, with his regiment, on the said 28th of October,
behind a stone fence, to good advantage, and that he re-
treated without firing on the enemy, as they advanced
towards him.

Colonel Firmen, being sworn, says Colonel Graham Wag
retreating, and he asked him the reason of it. Colonel
Graham alleged Colonel Read's orders for it. He further
says that Colonel Graham retreated from one post where
he was placed, without any orders from him; but, after he
saw great confusion among the men, he thinks he told Co!.
one1 Graham he might retreat.

The Court adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten o'clock.

Nm'ember3d.- The Court met according to adjourn-
ment.

Captain Teller, being sworn, says, when they retreated
from tbe stone fence, where they were first proper1y posted,
he took it for granted they had Colonel Firmen's orders,
but did not hear it, and that he saw no signs of fear in Col-
onel Graham; and while some of his officers were urging
him to retreat, he begged of them to keep their places, and
he would go and get Colonel Fi/omen'sorders.

Adjutant Hopkin~, being sworn, says he did not know
of the said Colonel Graham's being posted in order at but
two fences, and he did not know of any orders for retreating
from the first, but from the last he heard Colonel Graham
order him to retreat.

Lieutenant Betts, being sworn, says he heard Colonel
Firman order Colonel Graham to retreat from the first
stone fence they were posted at, and in other malters aO"rees
with Adjutant Hopkins.

0

,

Sergeant Mc1'leal, being sworn, says he did not hear
Colonel Firmen's orders for retreating from the first stone
fence WMere they were posted, and says he saw no signs of
fear in Colonel Graham.

George Stover, being sworn, says he heard Colonel Fir-
men order Colonel Graham to retreat from the first fenco
they were posted at.

'

Elias Wickham, being sworn, says he heard orders for
retreating from the first Jence they were posted at, and sup-
posed it to be Colonel Firmen that gave the orders.

The Comt, not being able to aLtai!) a vote, determined to
reexamine the witnesses; and then adjourned till to-morrow
morning, ten o'clock. ,

November 4th. The Court, met according to adjourn-
ment, and proceeded to reexamine such witnesses as they

, found necessary.
Colonel Read, being reexamined, says that he posted

Colonel Graham's regiment at two different places, and the
last place was on or Ilear the ridge of a hill, and he thinks
nearly in a line with a stone house.

Colonel Firmen, being ree~amined, says that Colonel'
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Graham was posted at three different places, after they
were taken from an open field.

Ebenezer Woodard, being sworn, says that Colonel
Read ordered Colonel Graham's regiment from an open
field to a fence by a cornfield, and when they came there,
that Colonel Read said he thought that fence'not sufficient,
and said they had better retreat to the next fence, across
the cornfield, which they did; and that he heard Colonel
Firmen order Co]onel Gmham to retreat fi'om the last-
named fence; and that he did not know of their being
posted more than twice; and who gave orders fol' retreat-
ing from the last post, he could n?t teJl; and being asked
whether he saw any signs of fear In Colonel Graham, an-
swered in the nelTative; and further said that he repeatedly
heard Colonel G~aham urge his officers and men to keep in
order and stand their ground.

William Stevens, being sworn, agrees exactly with Eben-
ezer ff!oodward.

Joel Washburn, being sworn, says he heard Colonel Fir-
men order Colonel Graham to retreat from the last post
they were placed at, which was by a hay barmck, and that
be repeatedly heard Colonel Graham call on his men to
keep their gl'Ound and remember what they were fighting
for.

The Court find from the general stream of the evidence
that, while some of Colonel Gmham's officers were urging
him to retreat, he was active in stimulating his officers and
men to do their duty, and did not retreat without orders.
The Court determine that he is not guilty of the charge
aIleged against him.

ALEX'RMcDoUGALL,Brigadier-General,
President.

JOHANNES' SLEGHT TO PRESIDENT NEW-YORK CO:'\'VENTION.

Rochester, 2d November, 1776,

SIR: Pursuant to a resolve of your honourable Conven-
tion, to me directed, I have engaged to about the value of
one hundr~ pounds, chiefly in shoes, to be delivered in five
weeks from the date hereof. You will please to order the
above sum to me by Mr. Drummond, the Kingston post, as
soon as possible. .

Remain, with due esteem, your most obedient, humble
servant, JNO. SLEGHT.

NEW-YORK C01l1MITTEE OF SAFETY TO EGBERT BENSON.

Fishkill, November 2d, 1776,

SIR: The enclosed petition and ordt'r thereon, I am di-
rected by the Committee of Safety for tbis State to refer to
the General Committee fol' the County of Dutche.~s, to be
by them, as soon as convenient, taken under consideration.

I am, sir, your very humble servant,
By order:

PIERRE V ANCORTLANDT, Vice President.

To Egbert Benson, Esq., Chairman of the General CDm-
mittee of the County of Dutchess.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL GATES.
Albany, November 2d, 1776-three o'clock, p, M.

DEAR SIR: I am this moment favoured witb yours of
the 31st ultimo. By General Carleton's late manreuvre,
it would seem as if he wanted ocular proof of your situation
and strength, that he might inform his superiours of it, and
secure himself against any fault that might be found with
him for not attempting to dislodge Us from Ticonderoga;

Althou"h it is improbable that Sil' John Johnson set out
so earJy a~ the deserters mention, yet there is great reason
to believe, from the circumstances which I mentioned
in my letter to you from Saratoga, that an attempt wi1J be
made, either on the lYlohawk river, or to cut off the com-
munication between this and Ticonderoga. Either event
should be carefully guarded against; and to do this effect-
ually, I am of opinion that a good regiment should be
immediately sent to Fort George, and two others to the
JJlohawk river; and as you are now reinforced by some
Militia, who may do tolerably well when covered by lines
and other works, I b~g you will hasten the regiment to Fort

George, and two into Tryon County: those for the latter
place should by no means wait for their baggage; as they
will be quartered in good farm-houses, they can dispense'
with it for a few days. '

Flour is now on its way to YOtIin gl'eat quantities, partly
by Skeensborough and partly by Fort George; so that I
hope you will not suffer in that article.

Report says that we have had a general engagement with
the enemy, near the White-Plains, in which they have s.uf-
fered very considerably. I hope to send you a confirmatIon
of this account.,

I am, dear General, your most obedient" humble servant,
PH. SCHUYLER.

Honourable General Gates.
Please to advise me of the day on which

move.
the regiments

H. GLEN TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Schenectady, 2d November, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Captain Vm-ick's letter to your order this
moment carne to hand. Captain PVool!CQtt'scompany and
the battoes are wanted at Albany. Sball be on their way
this evening. I am put to it to the highest degree for
wagons. Colonel Dayton's regiment took such a number,
and the number I have sent with flour from this, puts it
almost out oC my power to get six wagons for the battoes,
thougb I shall leave no stone unturned till I have them. I
bad intended to have sent Wool!cott's company up to Fort
Schuyler, with such articles as soap, candles, Indian meal,
and for the last, as the season is far advanced, I bad
wrote yesterday on the subject to Mr. Avery, Deputy Com-
missary-General. This company going to Albany, puts
it out of my power. The barracks at last got in a fair way.
Nails I want much; the work will stand still for want of
them.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient humble servant,
H. GLEN.

To Major-General Schuyler.

cmUIODORE HOPKINS TO THE MAnINECmIMITTEE.

Providence, November 2<1,1776.

GENTLE~IEN: I left Newport the 26th October last.
The Alfred and Hamden were tben ready under sail, going
oU,t,but on the 2~th I received a letter fi'om Captain Jones,
a copy of which you have enclosed. I set off directJy to
Newport, and found the Hamden so much damaged tbat
she lllust be have out. I put Captain Hacker, with all his
hands, on board the sloop Providence, and ther both sailed
yesterday, with their former orders. I went lrom there to
King's County, to the General Assembly, and applied for
an embargo until the Continental fleet was manned; but
failed in getting it by two votes, owing to a number of the
members being deeply concerned in privateering. ,

I am at a loss how we shall get the ship manned, as I
tbink near one third of the men whicll have been shipped, and
recei\'ed their month's pay, ha Ve been one way oranother
carried away in the privateers. I wish I had your orders
giving me leave, whenever I found any man on board the,
privateers, not only to take him out, but all the rest of the
men. That might make them more cautioLls of taking the
men out of the service of tbe States. I tbougbtI bad some.
influence in the State, I have so long lived in, but find now
that private interest' bears more sway than I ",'ish it did.
Shall go down to Newport in a day or two, and do all in
my power to get the new ships, the Columbus and Ilamden,
every way ready for the sea; though I think it may not be
best to let any sing]e one go, for fear you might have some
particular service for a number together.

A three-deck ship, prize of the Cabot's, arrived yesterday
ih tbe river. I could wishyour commissionswould come for
the officers of the new ships, or tbat you would give me
orders to commission them, as they seem to be uneasy at
not having tbem. .,

I am, with great respect, gentlemen, YoUl"mostobedient,
humble servant,

E II r r

'
. OPKINS.

To the HonourableJohn ~Hancock,Esq., President of the
honourable Marine Committee, at Philadelphia.

t
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CAPTAIN J. PAUL JONES TO THE MARINE COMMITTEE.

Alfred, TarpawJin Cove, 2<1November, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: As the wind fell very light yesterday
afternoon, and had a southerly appearance, Captain IIacker
and I thought it most advisable to go through the shoals.
It was dark when we got in here. 1 found at anchor the
privateer schooner Eagle, Captain Field; and having
examined her and found John Dobie and James JtIinhew,
belonging to the fleet, and Joseph Ryder and James King,
belonging to the Rhode-Island brigade, concealed away
below, I took them out, with about twenty others, agreeable
to your orders. I shall now proceed with all possible de-
spatch. 1 hear that Mr. Burroughs is at anchor off Nan-
tucket, and has got a pilot. I congratulate Captain Whipple
on this information; and am, with much esteem, honoured
sir, your much obliged and very obedient humble servant,

J. P. JONES.
To Commodore Hopkins.

CAPTAIN KILTY TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, November 3, 1776.

HONOUREDSIRS: On Friday last we finished heaving
down the schooner ..Ninety-Two, and yesterday 1 caliI'd a
survey of masters of ships on her standing rigging. They.
gave their opinion that the rigging was sufficient for a voyage.
Her foremastis bad. I intend to get it out to-morrow, and
check it or get a new one.. I intend to begin to load on
Tuesday next. The scarcity of men to work is incredible;
as to sailors, there is not one to be got. Mr. Smith cannot
supply me with lineo cordage, but I believe Mr. Lux can
furnish us with what w~ want.

The Resolution has twenty hogsheads tobacco and two
hundred and twenty barrels flour in. She will be loaded
this next week.

I am, honoured sirs, your most obliged, humble servant,
JOHN KILTY.

To the honourable the Council of Safety, Annapolis.

.

HENRY HOLLINQSWORTH TO MARYI.AND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

3rd November, 1776.

GE~TLEMEN:On Wednesday last, and not before, I re-
ceived your favour of the 10th of October. I observe the
contents. As to the eighty-four bayonets mentioned, I had
no expectation that they would all do, but supposed some of
them would. 1 have not yet been able to find out but one
smith that can forge a bayonet properly; but on receiving
your letter of the 12th of July, in which you request very
pressingly that four hundred bayonets be made of different
sizes for the Flying-Camp Militia, I set several workmen to
work at forging bayonets, who at first made them very defi-
cient, some of the worst of which I kept here, as not fit for
use at any rate, and sent many on, which were of the best,
with the Flying-Camp Mi]itia, receipts for which I have now
with me; the remainder, such as they are, I sent to Mr.
Winters, desiring him at the same time to send those that
were nQt fit for use back; as also all barrels that proved not
good, or unfit for use, to be sent back, with his objection to
them in writing, by which 1 hoped in a short time to be
complete in our business; but to my disappointment have
never received one, though frequent opportunities.

Had the large barrels mentioned been sent back, they
might have been long siuce made small, as they were sent
to Mr. Winters the 10th September, and were made as near
as I could to his directions, as he wrote me some I had sent
before had not stood proof for want of substance. And
yonI' Honours will please recollect that I never had a pattern
sent me; but I am of opinion that Mr. Winters's hands did
not long stand for want of work, for I find by my books,
that on the 30th of tbe same month, he had fifty barrels
more, which I hear of no fault to; and had the others been
sent back, they cou]d have been made small in three days.

'Tis said the bayonets are too soft, which I doubt not, as
they are all steeled with American steel, (or ~t least the
smiths had steel of me for them,) some of wlHch I found
after to be raw iron, not at all converted into steel, which
at that time I was a stranger to it, as it was soJd me for
good steel-an imposition J hope to pt;event in future, as I
had (now) when last in Philadephia contracted with Messrs.
Shoemaker ~ Humphreys to take two ton a year, and to

have it in the flat burr, blistered, in which order 'tis easily
known whether 'tis steel 01'not.

As Mr. Joseph Gilpin was goodenoughto acquaint me
that you had censured me, and I had received nothing from
your Honours, I wrote him last week, partly to the same
effect of this S"crawl,which, together, I flatter myself may
serve to satisfy your Honours that I am not altogether so
culpable as at first might appear.

I have through the course of this week been busied in
sending on three companies to Flying-Camp, and am wait-
ing now for the- Carolinians, which I expect every hour,
which, wben I have forwarded, shalI immediately wait on
your Honours, when I doubt not of rendering full satisfac-
tion.

The large and smaIl barrels and bayonets are going on
as usual. Shall bring a parcel of each s9rt with me, or send
them by first opportunity; and am, gentlemen, your most
obedient humble servant,

H. HOLLINGSWORTH.

To the honourable Council of Safety of Maryland, Annap-
olis.
P. S. If your Honours take the trouble to consult the

Delegates from this County, I flatter myself they will inform
you that I have not been an idle servant to the publick, or
your Honours.

C1ESAR RODNEY TO CAPTAIN JOHN PAPLEY.

Dover, November 3,1776.

SIR: The several articles you sent on board the vessel
for me are come safe to hand. I confess myself under obli-
gation to you for your care and attention to that as well as
manv other little matters which I have heretofore requested
of you, and shall be happy, whenever it shall be your pleas-
ure to ask, to find it in my power to do you a service.

I am in a better state of health than when I left Phila-
delphia, and though very much engaged in business, have
many not only pleasing but laughable reflections; among
others the happiness my good landlady must feel in my being
so far removed from the backgammon tables, which so
often interrupted her evening's repose. Yet I think she bore
it with as much patience as most new-married ladies possib]y
could. Pray make my compliments to her and Miss Sukey,
and let not Sally be forgot. It is thought by many that
Sally is apt to discover too much warmth of temper; it may
be so, bllt I have always found her candid, honest, sensi-
ble, and obliging, and therefore a favourite. She will (I
have no doubt) with the addition of a few years, ~nder so
good a manager as she has, make a very fine woman.

If it should be my misfortune to be obliged to leave home
and attend Congress, I shall be with you. You will be
pleased to make my cQmpliments to Mr. Etting, and believe
me, sir, your most obedient and humble servant,

C1ESAR RODNEY.

Captain John Papley, Philadelphia.

MATHEW IRWIN TO GENERAL GATES.

Philade1phia, 3d November, 1776.

SIR: Mr. Lukens informs me that he was sent here by
you to get clothing for the Army under your command j tbat
Messrs...itlease ~ Caldwell have not, and from the multipli-
city of their business cannot, do the needful :£<)1'the Northern
Army; therefore I take the liberty of acquainting you that
I have aconsiderab]e quantity of clothes on hand, and much
spare time, if you choose to employ me to provide clothing
and necessaries for your men. I shall do it for a reasonable
commission, and you may be assured 1 shall use my utmost
exertions in giving you satisfaction.

Various are the reports from your quarter. One of your
Colonels, in a letter dated soon after the aft'1iron the Lakes,
give us to know you were in a dismal situation. I don't
know the ground, but notwithstanding have great hopes and
confidence in your success.

Colonel Irwl:n, whom you would find a worthy, honest
fellow, wants much to be released, in order to command his
regiment. ]\1r5. Gates and Mr. Robert arrived here a few
dayssince in good~ealth. They writeper thisconveyance.
I wish you health and happiness, and believe me to be, sir,
your most assured servant,

l\'lATlIEW IRWIN.
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GENERAL WASHINGTON TO DR. SHIPPEN.
'Head-Q.uarters, 3d November, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I am favoured with yours of the 29th last
month. Although by the resolutions of Congress you are
appointed to the Director Generalship of the Flying-Camp
in New-Jersey, and Doctor Morgan to that of the Conti-

nental Army which has lain on this side the North River,
yet I never imagined it meant to exclude either of you fi'om
the power of establishing hospitals on which ever side of the
river you thought most convenient for your respective sick.
Under the circumstances in which we left New- York, we
found it impossible to remove our sick up the country on this
side the river; Doctor Morgan was therefore directed to
provide and prepare hospitals for them in Jersey, to be under

the control of him and his assistants.
He informs me he has left Doctor Foster with proper

assistants to take care of those sick who were removed from
this Army; and it is my desire that they may remain under

his direction. He will undoubtedly take proper measures
to provide comfortably for them. As fast as they recover
they are to be sent over to this Army again; and though they
may have put you to some inconvenience for a time, yet
consider the necessity of the times must plead the excuse.
We have now established hospitals in this neighbourhood,
and therefore shaH have occasion to send no more to Jersey.
As fast as Doctor Foster's sick are removed the houses will
be left for your use and convenience.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant,
Go. W.ASHINGTON.

To Dr. William Shippen.

R. H. HARRISON TO GENERAL GREENE.
White.Plains, November 3d, 1776.

,
DEAR SIR: I am directed by his Excellency to acknowl-

edge his receipt of your favour of the 29th ultimo with its
enclosures. He has examined the estimate of provisions and
provender, and approves not only of the quantities, but of
the places you have fixed upon for 'em to be deposited at.
He concurs entirely in your observation, that no loss can
arise, though the estimate should prove rather large; but
of that. there will be little doubt, as our consumption and
demands will be extremely great.

Since my letter of yesterday, no event of an interesting
nature has turned up; but we have just received intellig~nce
from General Parsons, who is stationed with his brigadeat
the Saw-Pits, that a large body of the enemy have advanced
within a mile of him. He is on his march to meet 'em, and
requested sQmetroops to be sent to maintain the lines' he
has thrown up.

I am, &c.,
To Major-GeneralGreene.

R. H. HARRISON.

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
[Read the 6th: Referred to Board oC\Var.]

White.P]ains, November 3; 1776.

SIR: By command of his Excellency I have the honour

to inform YOLI that our situation is nearly the same as when
I had the pleasure of writing you last. It is altered in no
instance, unless in the number of our troops, which is every
day decreasing, by their most scandalo!Js desertion and

return home.
The enclosed letter from General Parsons, who is sta-

tioned near the ~aUJ-Pits, and which his Excellency directed
me to transmit, will inform you of the pre valency of this
disagreeable practice.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your most
obedient servant, R ' H HOB T . ARRISON.

DR. CURTIS TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Camp White-Plains, November 3d, 1776.

HONOURABLE SIR: The affairs of my paternal estate
remaining as yet uosettled, and many otber reasons render-

ing my quitting the Army for the pr~sent indispensably

necessary, I should be much obliged to the honourable the

Congress if they would be pleased to appoint some other

person to supply my place in the new arrangement of officers
for this regiment.

J am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
BF.NJ. CURTIS,

Surg'n of tlte First New- York Reg't.
To the honourable the ConventiQn of the State of New- Yark.

COMMITTEE OF MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY '1'0 THE PRESI-

DENT OF CONGRESS.

[November 9: Referred to J. WiJson, E. RutJedge,G. Wythe.]
Head-Quarters, near White-Plains, November 3d, 1776.

Sm: We are a Committee of the General Assembly of
the State of ft;Iassacltusetts-Bay, appointed to officer and
inlist seven battalions for the Continental service, durinO"the
continuance of the present war with Great Britain, o~t of
the officers and soldiers now in the Continental Army at or
near Wh~te-Plains, from said State. The General Assem-
bly of ft;lassachusetts-Bay were fully sellsible their quota of
the new Army would not be made but by some addition to
the encouragement given by the honourable Congress. Sat-
isfied of the absolute necessity of raising their proportion,
the season being far spent proper for that pm'pose, have
passed the enclosed resolves, inlistments, and beatinO"orders
as tlfe only possible method for them to comply ~ith th~
requisition of the honourable Congress.

We are now on the spot with blank commissions and
beating orders to complete seven battalions. Have laid them
befi)re his Excellency General Washington, who disapproves
of our proceeding to inlist men by any additional encourage-
ment Pl'evious to our laying the matter before the honourable
Congress.

Having a disposition to do every thing in our power for
the defence of the United States of America, have des-
patched George Partridge, Esq., one of the Committee, to
lay this important matter before the honourable Congress,
and to wait their deliberations thereon.

We are your Honour's most obedient, very humble ser-
vants.

By order of the Committee: =
TIM. DANIELSON, Chairman.

In the House of Representatives, October 19, 1776.

Whereas the importance of raising the proportion of men
assigned this State by the honourable Congress with the
greatest despatch, is such as demands our immediate atten-
tion, and requires our utmost exertions.:

Therefore, it is Resolved, That Timothy Danielson, Esq.,
George Partridge, Esq., Colonel Josiah Sartell, Jonathan
Gardner, Jun., Esq., and Captain Seth Washburn, be a
Committee to repair without delay to the camp at or near
New- York, and there, after gaining the best inte\1igence
they can get, and after advising with his Excellency Gene-
ral Washington, or the Commander-in-Chief in that depart-
ment, respecting the characters of the officers belonging to
this State now in the Army, proceed to appoint from the
officers now in the Army, or others, the Field and Staff
Officers for seven Battalions; and also the Captains and
Subalterns for the Companies of seven Battalions, on the
conditions hereafter mentioned; and to give the said Cap-
tains and Subalterns beating orders and inlistments for rais-
ing their respective Companies fiOm men belonging to this
State, upon the terms and for the time proposed by the
honourable Congress, by their resolves of the 16th, 18th,
and 19th September Jast; each. of said Captains and Suh-
alterns who shall inlist men as aforesaid,and shall return
the original in]istments to the Committee appointed by this
State, and shall not be commissioned, shall be entitled to
and receive fi'om this State six shillings for each man he
shall so inlist, and that shall pass muster: And each corps
of officers for a Company, consisting of one Captain, one
First Lieutenant, one Second Lieutenant, and one Ensign
raising a Company equal to the numbel' established by Con-
gress for a Company, on or before the first day of December
next, to be entitled to receive their respective commissions
agreeable to their appointment by said Committee; the said
officers once every fortnight, or oftener, as the said Com-
mittee ,shall direct, making return of tbe men so inlisted to
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said Committee, and lodging with them the original inlist-
l!lents, and not to be entitled to said commissions unless they
inlist a sufficient number of men to complete a Company
as aforesaid.

And also Resolved, That Abraham Watson, Esquire,
Colonel Nathaniel Leonard, Major Jacob Davis, Captain
Elisha Cranston, and Mr. William Page, be a Committee
to repair, without delay, to the camp at or near Ticondero!!,a,
and there, afte~ gaining the best intellig-ence they can get,
and after advising with General GQtes, or the Commander-
in-Chief in that department, respecting the characters of the
officers belonging to this State, now in the Army, there
proceed to appoint from the officers in said Army, or others,
the Field and Staff Officers for five Battalions; and also the
Captains and Subalterns for the Companies of five Battal-
ions, and to give to the Captains and Subalterns for each
Company beating orders and inlistments for raising their
respective Companies from men belonging to this State, upon
the terms and for the time proposed by the honourable Con-

. gress, by their resolves of the 16th, 18th, and 19th Septem-
ber last; each Captain and Subaltern who shall inlist men
as aforesaid, and shall return the original inlistments to the
Committees appointed by this State, and shall not be com-
missioned, shall be entitled to and receive from this State
six shillings for each man he shall so i,nlist, and that shall
pass muster: And each corps of officers for a Company, con-
sisting of one Captain, one First Lieutenant, one Second
Lieutenant, and one Ensign, raising a Company equal to the
l}nmber established by Congress for a Comp~ny, on or before
the IlrsJ day of December next, to be entitled to receive
their respective commissions, agreeable to the appointment
rpade by said Committee; the said officers once every fort-
night, or oftener, as the said Committee shall direct, makin!!
r~tl1rn of the men they shall so inlist to said Committee, and
lodging with them the original inlistments, and not to be
entitled to said commissions, unless they inlist a sufficient
number of men to complete a Company as aforesaid.

And it is further Resolved, That the said Committees in
their respective departments be, and hereby are empowered,
at the expiration of the term above-mentioned for complet-
ing the inlistments by the several corps of officers for that
purpose, appointed to deli\'er commissions to such as shall
have completed inlistments for a full Company; and in aH
cases where Captains, Lieutenants, and Ensi<Tns, desi<Tned
for a Company, have inlisted a number of meon less tb~n a
number a Company is to consist of, the said Committees are
hereby empowered to form them into Companies, and to dis-
tribute the commissions to the officers in such manner as to
them shall seem most conducive to the service, giving pre-
fl:)rence to such corps of officers as shaH ha ve raised the most
men.

And it is further Resolved, That each of said Commit-
tees be, and they are hereby directed to transmit from time
to time to Congress and the General Assembly of this State,
the success attending their undertakings; that they give
account of any embarrassments or difficulties attendin<T the
completing the aforesaid levies, and the reasons of sucho diffi-
culties or embarrassments, that measures may be immedi-
ately taken to remove the same, if any there be.

And it is further Resolved, That the Commission Offi-
cers of each Company who shall receive commissions from
the Commiltees aforesaid, shall appoint the Non-Commis-
sioned Officers in their Companies respectively.

It is.further Resol1;ed, That each Non-Commissioned Offi-
cer and Private Soldier who shall inlist in the Continental
service as aforesaid, shall be entitled to, and receive from
this State, one Blanket annua]! y , or ei~hteen Shillin<Ts in, 0 ;:,

case he sha]] procure one for himself, and produce a certifi-
cate thereof from the Captain of the Company to which he
belongs to the Paymaster of the Regiment; provided Con-
gress shall not make provision for the same.

It is also Resolved, That each Non-Commissioned Offi-
cer and Private Soldier who shaH inlist into the Continental
service as aforesaid, shall be entitled to, and receive from
the ~reas.ury of ,this State, twenty Shillings per month, t~
be paId hllll or I11Sorder, evel"y six months durinrr his con-
tinuance in the service, in addition to the pay and encour-
agement already grant~~ by ~on!?ress; provided Congress
shall not make any addItIon to then' wages as established on
or before the 19th September last. And in case the .can-

gress sha]] make an increase of wages less than twenty Shil-
lings per month, this State will supply the deficiency, and
cause the same to be paid them as aforesaid.

Sent up for concurrence:
J. WARREN,Spe.aker.

In Council, October 19, 1776: Read and concurred.
JOHNAVERy,D'y Sec'y.

Consented to by the major part of the Council.
A true copy. Attest:

JOHNAVERY,Dep'y Sec'y.
.

THIOTHY DANIELSQN TO JAMES WARREN.

Head-Quart~rs, near White-Plains, November 3d, 1776.
.

SIR: The Committ~e appointed to repair to the Army
near New- York arrived at Head-Quarters on Friday last,
but had no opportunity to confer with his Excellency the
General till the next day noon. We then laid the resolves
of t~Je Assembly before him relative to recruiting our pro-
portIon of the Army; but founq the augmentation of the
pay of the soldiers was very disagreeable to him. We in-
formed him of what we took to be the sense of the Assembly
l'elative to the disposition of our people, and the mean::>
necessary to induce them to enrrarre in the service and that
nothing. would have influenced ~u~ Asserobly to h~ve made
~ny a?dition to the establishment as settled by Congress, but
Its bemg absolutely n~cessary in o~'der. to our recruiting Ollr
quota of men. But It was clear m his Excellency's mind
~hat, though it might promote th~ r~is!ng of our quota, yet
It would effect~lally prevent the mhstmg of the remainder
of the Army, If the other Colonies should adopt similar
measures, which, he thought, never would do, as it was not
without repeated applications that he.could induce Conrrress
to give them a suit of clothes yearly; and further, he °was
of opinion that in case the other Colonies shquld be able to
raise their quota on a lower establishment, they never could
be brought to duty In the camp without murmurinO' if not
m~ltinlil1&, and that he h~d seen convincing experi~~ents of
this kmd m the year past m some southern regiments raised
at five dollars per month, and brought to do duty with the
other part of the Army. But he advised the Committee to
make immediate application to Congress on this matter, and
suspend the inlistments till we receivean answer. And as
his advice comported with our instructions, we have appoint-
~d Mr. Geo!-gePart1"idge to repair to Congress for instruc-
tIons or advice; and should be glad of further instructions
from the honourable Court how we shall conduct in case'
your resolves fo\' raising our proportion of the new Army
should be reprobated by Congress, which we .do much ex-
pect. In the mean time we shall be employed in examinil1D'
the characters of the officers recommended by the General
for the new Army, and their minds relative to enlT3ainrr.

\Ve ha~e the honour to be, sir, with great respe~t, your
most obedIent and very humble servants,

By order of the Committee:
Tmo. DANIELSON, Chairman.

To the Hon. James Warren, Esq., Speaker of the House of
Rep;esentativesof the State of ~Iassachnsetts-Bay.

GENERAL COURT-MARTtAL.

White-Plains, November 4,1776.

A General Court-Martial set this day by adjournment:
Brigadier-General ltlcDougall, President.
Members: Colonel Baldwin, Lieutenant-Colonel Weisen-

fells, ~lajor Sherman, Captain Coggswell, Captain Bolster,
Captam Crooker, Captam Knap, Captain Coal, Captain
n:arner, Captain Lee, Captain Hull, Captain Pelton, Cap-
tam Fenner.

Captain Andrew Peters, Judge Advocate pro temp.
The Court proceededto the trial of Captain Gerrish of

Colonel Little's regiment, who was arrested by Colo~el
Hand for leaving his post on the approach of a part of the
enemy's Light-Horse.

Captain Gerrish being asked whether he was guilty or
not guilty of the charge alleged against him, plead Not
guilty.

Enoch Young, being sworn, says, that on the 1st iostant
Captain Gerrish paraded his guard and marched them a little
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GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.
Albany, November 3d, 1776. .

DEAR SIR: I do myse]f the honour to enclose you copy
of a letter which I received yesterday from General Gates
with copy of a paper enclosed. '

If Sir John Johnson did actually begin his march at the
time mentioned by the deserters, he must have met with such
difficulties as has obli~ed him to retum, for he could not
have subsisted so long a time in the woods; but lest he
should have de]ayed his departure, and marched some tiDle
since, I have ordered two regiments, from Tyonderoga to
Tryon County, and one to Fort George. About a thousand
of the Militia are also in Tryon County, which, with their
own, and what troops are there now, will something exceed
two thousand.

I do not apprehend that General Carleton will attempt our
lines. It is to be wished that he did; as it is almost certain
ifhe does, that he will experience a repulse. '

A report prevails here that your Excellency has had a
capital engagement with the enemy, in which they greatly
suffered, and that they also made an unsuccessful attack on
Fort Washington. I hope for the pleasure of a confirma-
tion of this agreeable intelligence.

Be pleased to forward copy of General Gates's letter, and
of the other paper to Congress, as I have not wrote them on
the occasion.

If General Carleton does not mean to attack, he must
soon return, as the inclemency of the seas,on will not suffer
him to remain long encam ped? Should that event take
place, I shall immediately thereafter draw the troops from
Tyonderoga, leaving about two thousand five hundred men
as a gal'1'lson.

ISAACI. SEBRING'SAFFIDAVIT. I am, dear sir,with greatesteemand respect,your Excel-

FISHKILL, State of N EW-YORK, ss:
lency's most obedient humbl~ servant,

T, L S b I fX " C
'

,

PH. SCHUYLER.
,L$aac. e ring, ate a zng s ounty, on J.Vassau-Island, His Excellency General TVashington.
FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. III. 32

distance from where they first took post to a corner of the
wood, where they halted; that Captain Gerrish went out
from thence and said when he returned that he saw about
twenty of the enemy's Light-Horse; upon which he marched
his men a little farther, to a wall, and said he could easily cut
off the party of Light-Horse, if they should approach near
him.

George Richardson, being sworn, says, that he heard
Colonel Nixon order Captain Gerrish tp march his guard to
the corner of the wood referred to by the last witness; and
further agrees with the last witness.

SamuelI.ord, heing sworn, says, that after Captain Gerrish
had marched his guard to the wall above-named, he sent
out about fi~'e men with a Sergeant to make discoveries, and
upon seeing some of Colonel Hand's officers, thought them
to be the enemy, ani! ran back towards the wall; and being
asked why they ran, they said because their officer ran,
(meaning the Sergeant.)

Lieutenant Abraham Skinner, being sworn, says that he,
with a party of Colonel Hand's regiment, came to the place
where he supposed Captain Gerrish was posted th.e first
instant, (to which Samuel Lord agrees,) where they found
provision partly cooked, which was nearer the enemy than
the place they had retired to, (as he thought,) and that
Captain Gerrish being asked why he had moved his, party,
he replied that it was a scouting party, and he had a right to
move them where he pleased.

MI'. Patten being sworn, says that he, with a party of
Colonel Hand's regiment, came up to the place where Cap-
tain Gerrish had been posted, (as he supposed,) and that
after he had been there a short space, Captain Gerrish and
some of his party came up to them, and one of Captain
Gerrish's men says to him, 'tis a pity we moved so soon;
but Captain Gerrish did allege General Nixon's 01' Colonel
Nixon's orders for it.

Colonel Nixon, being sworn, says that he ordered Captain
Gerrish to move his guard fmm where he had first taken
post, in order the better to divide the ground between Cap-
tain Gerrish and the other guards, and that he had General
Nixon's directions for giving said order.

The Court determine that Captain Gerrish is not guilty
of the charge alleged against him, and that it is entirely
gl"Oundless.

ALX'R McDoUGALL, Brigadier-General,
President.

Return of seven Companies of Light-Horse, from the State
of CONNECTICUT, under the command of l11uJor SHELDON.
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Captain Dutcher and his company on command at the
Fishkill.

ELISHA SHELDON. Commandant.
-Attest: J.No. CANFIELD, Adjl~tant.

Camp at GJ'eenwich, NovembeJ' 3, A. D. 1776.

COMPANIE8.

but now of Fishkill, and State above-mentioned, being
sworn, deposeth and saith: That on the thirty-first of October
last he was at the house of Domini Vanderlinder, when
Mrs. Vanderlinder showed him a printed bandbil1, dated at
New- York, October 4th, with the signature "A. Emmerich,"
highly reflecting on the Continental Congress, and very
prejudicial to the interest of America. That this deponent
requested the loan of the said paper from Mrs. Vanderlinder,
who said she had borrowed it from a soldier who had found
three of them under a chestnut-tree near her house, and could
not spare it, but that there were more of them in the neigh-
bourhood. In consequence of which, when he, the 'said
Sebring, came to the house of a Mr. Hopper, Inn-keeper at
Piramus, in the County of Bergen, and State of l'tfew-Jerscy,
he inquired for some of the said papers, and one of them was
given to him, either by Mrs. Hopper, the wife of the said
Hopper, or his daughter, this deponent is not certain which.
And further this deponent saith not.

ISAAC I. SEBRING.

Sworn this third day of November, 1776, before me,
PIERRE VANCORTLANDT,V. Pres't.

LETTER TO THE NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Fishkill, November 3d, 1776.

DEAR SIR: When the Committee asked me if I would
take the oath of allegiance to the United States, for several
reasons I refused. Soon after I came to you and acquainted
you witb it, and that the principal reason was, that sbould I
take the oath, and at any time a draft of men was necessary,
that if it should he my lot to go and I procure a man in my
stead, it might be refused, and -then should I neglect to go, I
should forfeit my oath, which is a most sacred thinO'. I
have ta]ked with several of my acquaintance QI1the subject,
and should be glad to see the copy of the oath; and if it does
not pu~ me on a worse footing than my neighbour, and I can
have liberty to go home on the same footing as friends to
my country, I shall have no objection in taking it; and shall
be much obliged to you for your trouble if you would get
the copy of the oath, and just step to see me, for I should
be glad to see you.

I am, sir, your humble servant.
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General Return of the Army in the service of the UNITEDSTATES. November 3, 1776.
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Return oj nine Companies of the Regiment Artillery and one Colony Cumpany.
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wards, as if sent to reconnoitre; when they came consider-
ably within shot, they were fired upon from two redoubts,
very near the shore, and by a row-galley, which is stationed
to cover the boom. They thereupon retired. In the mean
time the enemy's troops were distinctly seen to land upon
the back of the point, and presently after thirteen small bat-
teaus and birch canoes crossed from the west to the east side
of the lake into a bay about four miles below our redoubts.
U pan these threatenings of an attack, our lines, redoubts,
and posts were a1l manned, and as the motions of the enemy
seemed to indicate they were gathering thE'irmain force
upon the west side of the lakeas if intending to make their
push there, I ordered three regiments (Poor's, Reed's and
Greaton's) from .it[ount Independence, to reenforce this side.
The orders were instantly obeyed, and nothing could exceed
the spit'it and alertness which was shown by all officers and
soldiers in executing every order that was given. About
four in the. evening the boats and canoes that had passed to
the west side of the lake returned, and the enemy were seen
plainly to reembark at the Three-Mile Point. I imme-
diately o['(~ered the guard-boat to resume her station, and
~y sunset It was observed the body of the enemy haa re- .
tired.

By the information I receive daily I find that General
Carleton continues in his post, and that three large vessels
are anchored near Putnam's Point, a liUle below; where all
the Light Infantry, Grenadiers, and a large body of Indians
and Canadians, are encamped. Chimney-Point and Crown-
Point are also occupied by the enemy.

'

Yesterday I received the enclosed intelligence fi'om New-
bury, Coos. If Sir John Johnson did actually march at the
time he is said to have done it, he must be upon the lJI]u-

. hall!k river now; or if he aims at Fort George, Dayton's
TIconderoga, 31st October, 1776. regiment cannot be better stationed than there. Surely

SIR: ~"tIondIlYmorning, betweeI) eight and nine o'clock, your Oneidas will give you all the necessary information
our ad vance guard-boat, down' the lake, made the signal for upon this head: but how could Sir John get back should he
the approach of the enemy's fleet. In about one hour five meet with a check? I have seen the lJI]ohawk river fast
of their largest boats or gondolas, appeared in siaht, and a frozen the 10th of November.
?umber of troops-!ndian~ and Canadians-wereoseen land-Colonel Lewis set ofr yesterday morning by Skeen. He
mg upon Three-JJftle Pomt. Soon after two of the armed has memorandums of our wants, and will be with you as
boats stood over to the east side of the lake, inclining up- soon as this letter.

'*'

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT NEW-YORK CONVENTION.
Albany, November 3d. 1776.

SIR: I do myself the honour to enclose you 'an extract of
a letter from General Gates, of the 31st ultimo, with copy
of one from :Major Hoisington to him. If Sir John Johnson
left Canada at the til!le the deserters mention, he has prob-
ably met with such difficulties as have obliged him to retum,
as I think he could not subsist from that time to this in the
woods. W eha ve no less than eleven different scouts tra-
versing the country between Ticonderoga and Fort Stanwix,
so tbat I am in hopes, should the enemy attempt to pene-
trate to the Mohawk river, we shall have such early informa-
tion as to enable us to meet him with a sufficient force. I
have already ordered two regiments from Ticonderoga to
Tryon County, and about one thousand of the Militia, so
that our force there, exclusive of the Militia of that County,
will amount to lwo thousand men, b.esides the ganison of
Fort Schuyler.

I wish the Convention would order the depth and breadth
of Hudson's river to be carefully taken, at such places as
they conceive would be most proper effectualJy to obstruct
the navigation. Verpl!mck's Point or Jan Kanten Hook
may be proper places; perhaps the latter the most eligible
of any. I propose taking the earliest opportunity that is
afforded me to prepare every thing for it. At present I
cannot, as I have neither troops or carpenters, the latter
being all employed in constructing barracks.

I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient, humble
servant, PH. SCHUYLER.

To Peter R. Livingston, Esq., President, &c.
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Colonel Gansevoort write~ me for spades. You mllst
answer bis demands, for I cannot.

We received the good news you sent us from New- York,
with joyful hearts. It was immediately made publick to the
Army in tbe manner you advised.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
HORATIO GATES.

To General Schuyler.
Enclosed is the Commissary's return.

Newbury, October 12th, 1776.

InteJligence given by four deserters from Canada, who
inlistedout of prisonat Quebeck, into the Royal Emigrant
Regiment, commanded by Colonel ~McLean, is, that on tbe
525lh of September tbey left the above place. Sir John
Johnson, with the Indians and Canadians and Eighth Regi-
ment, had marched to attack the inhabitants on ~/J1ohawk
river, and meet General Burgoyne at Albany, who has
ordered aJi tbe force from Chambleeand Sorrel to St. John's,
with the marine and train of artillery and sailors to but three
men in each vessel. Likewise, as they passed on the east
side of the lake on Sunday, the 6th instant, heard a very
heavy cannonade ou the lake, supposed to be with the
fleet.

The above d~serters were. found by one of my scouts
a,botlt forty miles Ollt,destitute of provisions and very weak.
They being desirous to go to Head-Quarters, near New-
York, I ha\'e passed the above deserters for that place.

1 am, sir, your most obedient humble servant,
J OAB HOISINGTON.

To His Excellency Major-General Gates.

jng under New- York. I endea'voured to dissuade them
from persisting in such idle and delusive schemes, which
would meet with the approbation of such ouly as were fond
of changes, and rather chose to live under no government,
as the conduct of the most industrious in this affair has too
plainly evinced heretofore.

The Chairman of the Committee of Cumberland disap-
proves of the letter sent by their Delegates. It was carried
by a majority in their House, though few out of doors knew
or heard of it. It was penned by a certain Mr. Phelps, the
oracle of them parts, who, I understand, is very busy in this
affair. From what I have heard among those people, I am
led to believe they will remain no longer under the State of
New- York than they can help.

Mr. Sessions advanced five hundred pounds to Major
Hoisington, of the Rangers; the remainder, I am of opin-
ion, he will keep in his hands until he hears from Conven-
tion.

The enclosed I took down at a tavern in New-Marl-
borough. Tbe inhabitants on my return accused me of
being guilty of a desperate mean act. They could not pro-
ceed to business for want of the notification, as the Town
Clerk had not other Minutes.

I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient humble
servant,

JOHN TAYLOR.
To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq.

H. GLEN TO ELISHA AVERY.

Schenectady, 3d November, 1776.

SIR: Whereas I am ob]jged to issue so much fresh meat
to the different regiments of Militia which march through
here, the complaint is so great for salt, that I am under the

JOHN TAYLORTO PIERRE VANCORTLA~DT. necessity of sending the bearer on purpose for salt. I must

Albany, 3d November, 1776. beg of yon in sending by tbis opportunity three barrels, and
let me know the quantity that is allowed, as that is an article

SIR: In compliance with an order and resolve of Conven- I have not made use of since I have been in the service. I
tion, I repaired to Cumberland County, to unite with Mr. seem to be in pain if I tbink what I shall do when six hun-
Sessions and Colonel ~larsh, to carry into execution a dred !,Den come in winter-quarters here, fi>r meat cattle
resol ve of the 4tb ultimo. I met those iI._ entlemen, thourrh

1 t t b h d t 1 t d h d Ia most no 0 e a , a eas roun ere; an sue) a num-without the resolution referred to, owing to Mr. Ste'YIhens's b f 1\11 t tl JIll h wk I fi d IIer 0 'i i ia going up Ie m.o a river, am a rai wi
dela y, who. was to convey the report, &c. 1 f I f M

. v
L Ch l . . d put it a most out 0 t Ie power 0 aJor 1} onda to perform

The attack on our fleet on ake amp azn occaSlOne his contract of the barrels of beef, and am afraid there will
the Militia's. being called out, which rendered it impossible fi I

.
be a demand for flom rom t lIS, should the Militia make an y

to collect the sense of the people until affairs were more lU Y
settled. 'Twas thought advisable that the report of Con-

stay up the ohawk river. our answer on this subject,

I C Shoul d the demand come to me , I shall expect by thevention should be dispersed throug 1 the ounties, and a
t1'L hIS'

bearer, so that I can be on my guard. It's entirely out of
proper time fixed by Colonel 1 ars and]\< r. esswns (who my power to send any of the articles you mentioned in your
would be the best judges) for taking the matter up, that I last to Fort Schuyler, as soap,. candles, Indian meal, at
should be advised of the same, and attend accordingly. f fi

.
.

Pre sent , 011 account 0 an ex press rom Gene ral C'chuyZer
'Tis reported Colonel Warner has said he was advised to '-J'

lIt
yesterday, ordering all my batteau-men, and even tbe bat-

petition Congress to have the ampshir.e Grants set off in teaus, down to Albany.
a new State, by Mr, Adams, one of the Delegates. The 1I am, sir, your humb e servant,people are much divided-some for a new State, some for
joining Hampshire, others Massachusetts, many for remain- To Elisha Avery, Esq.

. '~

H. GLE~.

Ret'lcrn of the Regiment of Foot, in tlte service of the UNITED COLONIES, commanded by Colonel ISAAC NICOLL.

COMPANIES.

Captain William Blain.. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .
Captain Samuel Raymond ..... . . . .... . .. .... .
Captain John Wood................................
Captain Joshua Brown..............................
Captain Little.. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .
Captain Abraham Delson. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .
Captain James Smith. ...............................
Captain James Greag . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .

'"
. . . . .

Total. .. ,................
Two Companies at Peekskill: Captain Underdunk and Captain Dannder.
Captain Samuel Raymond and Lieutenant Horton sick, absent.
Captain Joshua Brown sick, in Hospital.
Lieutenant David Rogers, of Captain Blaine's company, sick, in camp.
Lieut. Coal, of Captain Little's company, on command at King's Bridge.

WHITE,PUINS, .November2, 1776.
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Lieut.. Thomas Sear~, of !Jlaine 'scompany,. on command ~t King's Bridge.
Cap tam Jam.. SmIth sIck, at home; Lieutenant .MarlIng, of Cuptain

mitk's company, sick, in camp.
Major .J\'IqJlrdsick, absent.
Sick, absent-five Sergeants; Sick, present-one Sergeant.

isAAC NICOLL, Colonel.
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'Captain Clark.. . . .. . . .. . . .. .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .. .. . . .. . . . . . 1 1 - 1 - - 1 1 111 1 25 4 611 - 46 - 1 7 - - -
Captain Rortract , . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . .
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Captain Contine. .,........................ ..................... t - 1 - - - 1 2 21 5 9 10 45 8 - -
Captain Hasbroock . . . .. . . ... . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . .', . .

=
1.1

1 - - - 2 2 15 5 916 1 46 7 - -
Captain FJarden burgh.... . ., . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . 1 - - - 1
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32 21 - -

Captain Jonson........................................... ..... 1 -
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CAPTAIN O'HARA TO GEN~RAL GATES.

Skeensborough, November 3, 1776.

RESPECTED SIR: "As I make no doubt but that you will
sooncome to an engagement at Ticonderoga, (every little
is a help, as the proverb says,) I would take it as a favour
if YOUl'Honour would order me and my company over. I
have as yet able to do duty in about fifty good feHows,with
excellent good arms. As the Militia are daily coming tbis
way, Colonel Wynkoop may well spare my company, as We
have now not much to do here. I tberefore flatter myself
that your Honour will grant my request, which will oblige
your most obedient, humble servant,

General Gates.
HENRY O'HARA.

DR. STRINGER TO GENERAL GATES.

Fort George, 3d November, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: I am just now favoured with a line

from Dr. Potts, handing me your order against discharging
any more of the sick sent from Ticonderoga, &c.; which
shall be attended to strictly. But I am greatly distressed to
know how I must Pl'ovide for the numbers who are daily
coming over to us, being obliged, besides those whom we
have discharged the service, to send, for want of room in
the Hospital, upwards of one hundred and thirty to be taken
care of at Albany, where I am afraid they wiH suffel' much
for want of attendance, though they wjH be provided witl1
house-room, which cannot possibly be had here.

Those whom we have discharged have been such as I
have understoodyou have given a former order for to Dr.
Potts, ili my absence. We have only three Surgeons and
two Mates here, fit to do duty.

I am, with respect, sir, your most obedient humble ser-
vant,

SAlIfL. STRINGER.
To Major-General Gates.

Return of the Regiment of Foot, commanded by Colonel LEVI PAWLING,November 2, 1776.

Major Logan sick, absent; Lieutrnant Smith on command; 7 men at
King's Bridge; 1 at Fort .Montgomery, 1 do. waiter; 1 on command,
with the si-,k; 2 Sergeant's sick.

Lieutenant Hasbroock gone home, out of Captain Clark's.
Lieutenant Poter and 3 men at King's Bridge; 10 men at the General's;

1 Sergeant dead; 1 Sergeant on cOITjmand, of Captain Rurtract's com-
pany.

CaptaIn Conkling sick, abseilt, and Lieutenaht Foster sick, absent; 1
Sergeant sick, absent; 1. Corporal, and 1 Drummer, and 2 men at
King's Bridgej 1 Sergeant and 3 men in the Artillery; 1 man on gen-
eral guard.

Captain Gmham, and 1 Sergeant, and 10 men at King's Bridgej Lieu-
tenant Jonson and 3 men sick, absent; Fifer, on furlough.

Lieutenant Jackson gone home; Lieutenant Neeley sick, 1 Sergeant sick,
10 men at Fort .Montgomery; 1 Fifer and 4,men at King's Bridgej 3 men
at the General's, of Captain B~rns's company; 2 Sergeaf}ts sick; 9
men at King's Bridge; 4 men In the ArtIllery, of Captain Jl.lil'igin's
company.

Lieutenant Schoonmaker sick, absent; 1 Sergeant sick, absent; 5 men
at King's B,'idgej 1 Quartermaster Sergeant, the General's waiter, the
Major's waiter; 1 Sergeant sick, Captain Contine.

Captain Hasbroock sick; the General, 1 Sergeant and 9 men; 6 men at
Ki~'sBridgej 1 man with the baggage.

Captam Hardenburgh sick, absent; 2 Sergeants, 1 Drummer sick.
Captain :Nickels, at Peckskill, on command.

LEVI PAWLING, Colonel.

Return of Colonel HITCHCOCK'S Regiment, encamped at PHILLI:{>S'SBorough, November 1st, 1776.
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Captain Jer.e..Olney .., 1 - 1 -1- 1 1 - - 1 - - 2 - - 13 2 10 1014 - - 49 - 31
Capta!u WIlham T~w - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - 1 1 11 7 11 -I 7 - - 39 - 41
Captam Stephen KlmbolI - - - 1 1 - 1 - - - - - 1 1 - 20 - 18 Ii 2 - - 41 - 39
Capta~11F,rancisSymonds..... .. ... .. . .... ... - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 1 1 24 - 8 - 110- - 42 - 38Captain Silas Talbot. . . . . . . . . '.. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. - - - - 1
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- - - - - - - 1 1 1 5 3 12 5 12 - - 37 - 43CaptainCog'lOlney.... .. ... . . .
"

.. . . ... .. . ... .. - - - 1 1 1 - - - - - - 1 - - 13 6 27 Ii 9 - - 56 - 24
Capta~nEphraimBowen..., - - - - 111- - - - - - - 1 7 1 ]5 -17 - - 30 - 50
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1

.1 1 16.3 ]7 -21 - - 57 - 23
Total , 1~]J315144~~1-:T-:T8551W922,-li8!i7:82~~,351~ 289 -=-I~

COMPANIES.

1776, October I.-Lieutenant-Colonel Ezekiel Cornellappointed Deputy
Adjutant-General.

September 14:-Captain Ephraim Bowen appointed Assistant Quarter-
master-General.

October 3.-Captain Francis Symonds sick, in Hospital.
September 14.-Captain Sitas Talbot burnt on board the fire-ship.
Captain Jere. Olney and Captain John Sptbrr sick, in quarters.
Septcmber 28.-Lieutenant Nills on command with the carpenters, in the

Jerseys.
.I1ugust 27.-Lieutenant John Blunt taken prisoner on Long-Island.

1776, ./ltbgtbst 27.-Lieut. Thomas Hughs wounded, and in the Hospital.
Octobcr 29.-William BraJ/m'd, Esquire, Adjutant, appointed Aid-de-

Camp to General Lee.
October25.-Lieutenant Wyman sick, in Hospital.
October 2I.-Lieutenant King sick, in Hospital.
September 14.-Lieutenant .!lrmstrong on command in taking care of the.

sick at Orange- Town.
September 30.-Ensign Potter and Ensign Foster sick, in Hospital.
October 29.-Ensign Richard Hunnewell sick, in the country.
October 26.-Ensign W~st on command, in the Ranging service.

DANIEl, HITCHCPCK, Colonel.
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CO)1MODORE HOPKINS 1'0 THE MARINE COMMITTEE.

Providence, November 3d, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:I received yours of the 10th October, this
day. Am extremely unhappy in not receiving it in time, as
Captain Jones, in the Alfred, and Hacker, in the Provi.
dence, sailed two days ago, well manned; and the ships now
here are the two new ships, the Columbus and Hamden.
The Hamden must be repaired before sbe can sail; and tbe
Ships are not more tban half manned. However, 1 am ghid
to rec~ive your orders for an expedition to the so.uthward,
that I may have it in my power to convince the gentlemen
in every State that I have nothing at heart but the commOil
cause, without any partiality to any particular State. This
you may rely on, that I will attempt to put your orders ill
execution, if I am obliged to do it with a single ship,
although I shall do all in my power to get all the force here
with me that possibly can be manned.

If I can't get the whole manned next week, shall take
the men out of some to mall the others, and leave them with
a few officers to take care of them until they receive your
further orders. .

I am, with great respect, gentlemen, your most obedient,
humble servant, ESEK HOPKINS.

To the Hon. Jo.hn Hancock, Esq., President of the hOIl~
ourable Marine Committee at Philadelphia.

BERNARD GALLAGHER TO CAPTAIN JONES.

Boston, November 3, 1776.

SIR: Being so unfortunate as to miss you the day you
sailed, by supposing you to have stood out to sea, or gone
into Canso harbour the night before, have occasioned us all
a numerous deal of misfortunes. We see a sail going into
Canso as we got under way. 'We stood out towards
Canso harbour, and supposing it to be some of the fleet,
itood off and on that night and the next day, when a small
privateer called the General Gates, Captain William Kilton,
came athwart us, and finding we had no paper, took us for
impostors, carried us into Canso, took our arms from us, and
would not promise to let more than two have a passage ill
her. But the next day, about ten o'clock, Captain Dawson
and another brig hove in sight. We a\1 being aboard, the
privateer was obliged to run in to St. Peter's Bay, thinking to
escape them there. However, they pursued us through the
woods, with all the exasperated inhabitants, and took thirty
of us, out of fifty-five, prisoners, nine of them belonging to
us, dividing us between both vessels, I being put on board
Captain Dawson, where he paid me the compliment to put
me in irons for fourteen days, being so much the more
aggressor represented to him by Captain Dory. We were
all fetched to Halifax, where we were oft obliged to live
daily on two-thirds of a pound of bread and about two ounces
of pork, one hundred of us being confined in a vessel's hold,
about one hundred tons burthen, with a guard of twelve sol-
diers to watch us. There we were obliged to stay for two
weeks more, when we had the pleasure to be put on board
the <;arte1. We arrived at Marblehead yesterday, and got
to this town last night; t,he only persons that are got so far
belonging to us being James Rogers, George Nicholson, and
myself; we being obliged to leave sick on board the cartel
Ben. Allen, John Fears, and j}:lunroe. As I intend to
make the best of my way to Philadelphia, I hope in case
you should fit out for another cruise before my arrival you
will be so good as.1oorder my chest and clothes to be given
to James Gallagher, shopkeeper in Front street, near the'
drawbridge, or else order them into some person's care you
can confide in. 1hope you will excuse this trouble.

I am, with respect, sir, your most obedient humble servant,
BERNARD GALLAGHER.

Captain John Jones, Esq., Sloop Providence, Philadelphia.
N. B. There was on board the sloop belonging to me,

one chest, one trunk, one case, one bed, two quilts, two
blankets, one sheet, with some sea-clothes, one quadrant,
one spy-glass, one ten-gallon keg of spirit, one barrel of
sugar, one hat.

GENERAL WARD TO JAMES WARREN.

Boston, 3d November, 1776.

Sm: At the request of Colonel David Brewer, I beg
leave to mention his desire to engage in the service in the

n~w Ar!.llY,if the General Court should think fit to employ
hIm.

Colonel Joshua Davis also inclines to engage in the ser-
vice. He has been Barrackmaster for this division of the
Army for several months past.

Major Daniel Wood, of Berwick, also inclines to serve.
All the above desired me to mention their names.

I am, sir, your obedient, humble servant,
ARTEMAS WARD.

Honourable Speaker of the HOllse of Representatives.

DANIEL HOPKINS TO JAMES WARREN.

HONOUREDSIR : You will recollect I am oneof t.heCom-
mittee appointed by the General Court to co\1ect hard
money for the Canada expedition. By a warrant from the
honourable Board I drew Olltof the Colony treasury three
thousand and fifty-fivedollars, in bills, and have deposited the
same number of dollars in the treasury, of hard money, for
which I have the Treasurer's receipt. My request is that a
Committee be appointed by the honourable House to inspect

,my accounts, and give me a discharge.
N. B. I have also delivered the Treasurer, in hard money,

two hundred and fifty dollars, not included in the said war.
rant.

Your most humble servant,
Honourable James Warren.

D. HOPKINS.

VERNON HEBB AND TIMOTHY BOWES TO MARYLAND COUNCIL

OF SAFETY.

Leonard-Town, November 4th, ]776.
.

GENTLEMEN:Agreeable to the requisitionof your honour-
able Board, we examined into the state and condition of
the vessels drifted on shore, or made captures of from Lord
Dunmore's fleet, and are of opinion, that of the foUowinll'
.vessels lying at Kitt's Point, to wit: one very large pilot~
boat, one schooner of about fomteen hundred bushels bur-
then, one sloop of about two thousand bushels, delivered
with some rigging--the sloop only in a conditioll to be
removed; and in order to do that, it wiU be necessary to
se-nd hands down with an anchor and cable. No hands to
be hired here.

At Cherry Field~, one sloop about fourteen hundred
bushels burthen, one schooner of about twelve hundred
bushels burthen-much repairs necessary before either call
be removed.

If, gentlemen, it should be the opinion of your Board to
have the vessels which, in our judginent, cannot be remo-
ved without repairing-which we should not have relied on
could we have procured any ski1lfulperson to have examined
them-disposed of, we should be glad to receive your
instructions relative thereto, as soon as convenient.

Weare, gentlemen, your very humble servants,
VERNON HEBB.
TIMOTHY BOWES.

To the honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.

PRESIDE~""T OF CONGRESS TO THE MARYLAND CONVENTION.

Philadelphi~, November- 4th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: 1 am particularly instructed by Congress to
inform you that the resolutions of your House, to pay ten
dollars in lieu of the hundred acres of land determined by
Congress to be given to such non-commissioned officers and
soldiers as sball inlist to serve during the war, wiJl, in the
opinion of Congress, prove extremely detrimental to these
States, jf carried into execution; as it will, in all probability,
induce such soldiers as are to compose the remainder of the
levies, to require an equal sum from the United States, and
by refusing until their demands shall be complied with,
compel the Congress to the immediate payment of an addi-
tional bounty, far beyond what is reasonable. The Con-
gress are so entirely satisfied with the propriety of offering
land to the soldiery as an inducement to inlist in the service,
that they cannot rescind the resolve they passed for that
purpose; and are moreover of opinion, that the faith of Con-
gress, which they have 'pligbted, (by virtue of the power
with which tbey were vested,) must be obligatory upon
their constituents; that no one State can by its own act be
released therefrom, and- that the interest of the United States
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would be deeply and injuriously affected should the Con-
gress at this time consent to a compl'Omise between any
State and the forces to be raised by such State. From tbe
1'esol\'es of your House it should seem that yon apprehended
your State would be obliged in their individual capacity to
make good the bounty of land hereafter to be given to tbe
so]diery; whereas it was the intention of Congress to pwvide
such land at tbe expense of the United States. I have it
therefore in charge from Congress, to request you wiJl recon-
sider your resolve on this subject, and give sucb instructions
to your Commissioners appointed to repair to the camp
as will enable them to carry into execution tbe views of
Congress; and also.to inform you, that tbe Paymaster-Gell-
era] has been furnished with a sum of money for the purpose
of paying tbe bounty 'of twenty dollars ordered by Congress
to such soldiers as shall inlist to serve the United States
during the war.

I have the honour to be, with much esteem, gent1emen,
your most obedient humble servant;

,

JOHN HANCOCK,Pres't.

Honourable Convention of Mar1jland.

Colonel William Smallwood was appointed Brigadier;
General by Congress, October 23d.

GENEllAL MERCEll TO Dll. SHIPPEN.

Perth-Amboy, 4th November, 1776.

DEAll SIR: The bearer, Dr. Wallace, has been here in
quest of you and necessaries for the sick of the Maryland
troops. If you have as yet received no instructions fi'om
Head-Quarters, or from General Greene, relative to the
Hospital, it is my opinion that the charge of all the sick on
this side of the North River devolves on you, and that all
the stores, assistants, &c., belonging to that department, on
tbis side, are entirely at your disposal; but to prevent dis-
putes it may be proper to inventory whatever has been
brought from New- York, or is in Dr. Morgan's care. If
the speediest meaSLlresare not pursued for the comfortable
accommodation of the sick, now winter is set in, many lives
must be lost In a way shocking to humanity. I am weB
satisfied that nothing of this kind will happen where you
take the lead.

Yours, with great esteem, H. MERCER.

To Dr. William Shippen, Jr.) Director-General of the Hos-
pitals.

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

(Read November 14: Referred to Board of War.]

White-Plains, November 4,1776.

SIR: By command of his Excellency,,) ba ve tbe hononr
to acknowledge the receipt of your favours of the 24th
ultimo, and to inform you that he esteems the pIan you pro-
pose to lay before Congress for preventing more rations
being drawn than may be due, weU calculated to answer
the end. That respectmg the sick seems to him not entirely
perfect. The Captains or commanders of companies are
prohibited from drawing pay for such sick as may be dis-
charged from the Hospitals as unfit for service. If during
their stay, and before it can be known whether their case
will or will not admit of their return, it should become neces-
sary to make up a regimental IJay'abstract, in what manner
are the officers to make up their rolls? Are they to include
the sick or not? As this is a case that may and must of
necessity frequently happen, it appears to his Excellency
that the intended regulation should be more general, and
restrain the officers from including in their pay-abstracts or
roUs all the sick they send to tbe Hospitals, and the pay
due 'em previous to theil' going. In such case those who
are discharged as unfit for service, may receive their pay as
intended, and those who return to duty can obtain what was
due them, when the regiment was paid, by applying to the
Paymaster with the officers' and surgeon's certificates, or be
jnc\uded in a subsequent abstract. The inconveniences and
abuses which are designed to be remedied by those regula-
tions, his ExceIJency does not apprehend to arise so much
from necessity as incident to the nature of armies, as from
the imperfect institution of tbe present, and the great mixtUre
and diversity of troops composing it, and also from the inat-

tention of the officers, in whose appointments but too litt]e
regard has been had in choosing men of merit and honour.

The defenceless state of Pennsylvania, as communicated
by the Committee of Safety to your honourable body, is a
matter of much concern to his Excellency; which is not a
little aggravated by the part too many seem ready to take
in fa\'our of the enemy. He trusts, however! the defection
will be too inconsiderable to threaten any alarming conse-
quences. .

Before the receipt of your letter his Excellency had wrote
to the commanding officer of the Virginia regiments at
Trenton, directing him to march them forward toward Gen-
eral Greene's post, and tbere remain under his command till
further orders, unless specia] instructions har! been 01' should

be given to tbe contrary by Congressor for their particular
destination.

Agreeable to your request his Excellency has consulted
with Genera] Lee upon the best mode for employing the
French gentlemen, and of making them serviceable. The
result is, that they should be appointed to regiments by Con-
gress, according to the I'anks they have been pleased to gi\'e
tbem, and with the same pay as is allowed other officers ill

such cases. Their want of our language is rather an objec-
tion, but it is hoped they will obtain a sufficient knowledge
of it ere it be long to be of great service, and that in the
interim their advice and assistance in directing of works may
be of use where they may be stationed.

With great respect, I ha ve the honour to be, gentlemen,
your most obedient servant,

ROB. H. HAllRISON.

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO THE PllESJDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read November 14: Referred to the Board of War.]

White-Plains, November 4. 1776.

SIll: This will be handed you by Messrs. Robillard
L' Anfin and Bordes, two French gentlemen who, with
others, lately arrived at tbe eastward from Cape Franfois.
They were introduced to his Excellency by the enc1ose({
letter from James Bowdoin, Esq., which contains all tbe
information his Excellency has of them, and which, by his
direction, I transmit you. They have come, it seems, to
offer their services to the States, and will make known their
views and expectations to Congress. '

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your most
obedient servant,

ROB. H. HARRISON.

H. GLEN TO ELISHA AVEllY.

Sc}>enectady, 4th November, 1776.

SIR: Last night about tweiveo'Ciock I got an express
from Johnstown, that there was no flour fOl' the troops, and
unless I sent flour immediately, the troops ordered up that
way would come back. This I expected, as I mentioned
to you yesterday. I immediately sent off an express to
Nestickayouna, and luckily got nine wagons there, and some
few in town, and Major Fonda sent me five, who have rjd
all night. 1 got off by two o'clock eighty barrels of flour,
which makes me fee! very happy by what I did, when I
heard the troops were to come back for want of flour.
There must be some mistake, and a grand one, of Major
Fonda. He told me he bad engaged to supply all tbe
Militia as be knew of, tbis route, and no flour when only
part of the Militia was to go up. Making of contf'acts is of
dangerousnature: tbe making of them is the least, but the
performing is the principal rnatter.

By the sudden alarms and demands for flour, makes the
merchants rise with their flour. As tbe quantity I had
engaged is within a trifle forwal'ded to Forts George and
Edward, and the quantity Sent this day for Johnstown, and
as there is some considerable to be made yet in town, and
some I'eady, the merchants don't choose to let me ha ve it.
Their general cry is, "I wi\l have as much for my flour as
the merchants get in Albany;" and indeed, they tell me for
certain, you have given twenty-foLlr shiJIings. You will be
pleased to let me know this day, or to-morrow, what you
give at Albany, and if I must give that, yon will all alonrr
gi\'e what you give at Albany. '"

I am, sir, your humble servant, H G
~ . LEN.

To Elisha Avery, Esq.
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EXTRACT 01' A LETTE.R FROM TICONDEROGA, DATED NOVEM-

BER4, 1776.
Last :ltIonday we were alarmed early in the morning

by the appearance of a few of the enemy's boats crowded
with soldiers. Every man kept his alarm post almost
through the day, expecting action every moment. In the
course of the day a ilUmberof boats landed troops at Three-
Mile Point, half an hour's march from our alarm post; at
the same time some of their boats came up the lake so near
our batteries, that one boat received half a dozen shot from
one of them. We since hear they lost one man by the
shot. The next day there were some small manreuvres of
the same sort. After a few hours they reembarked forPut-
nam's Creek and Crown-Point, but, from intelligence, we
have expected them ever since. The troops here have been
constantly supplied with three or four days' provision, which
they kept cooked. And the night before last and yester-
day, about eighteen hundred men, with cooked provisions,
marched on a secret expedition, it appears since, to attack
the enemy's advanced post at Putnam's Point; however,
when they came there they found the place clear, all their
tents struck, and no one to oppose them. They marched
on to Crown-Point, found that likewise abandoned, one
vessel only lying in sight, with live-stock on board. Wheth
er they have hid themselves a little farther down the lake,
and intend to come unexpected-whether this is their policy
or not, time will determine. I rather think, as they had last
week a fair view of our camp and strength, they wisely
conclude the season IS too far advanced to do any great
things

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL 01' SA1'ETY.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety,
November 4th, 1776:

Present: His Honour the Governour, his Honour the
Deputy Governour, Eliph't Dyer, Jabez Huntington, Wil-
liam Hillhouse, Benj. Huntington, Esquires.

Andrew Martin was returned as being chosen Captain,
Enos Hawley Lieutenant, and Nathan Chapman Ensign,
of a company of householders and able-bodied men, ready
to march to join the regiment in whose limits they reside,
which is Woodbury, &c.
. Voted, To selltwenty-fivetonsof.Pig-Iron,belongingto

this State, to Aaron Ellwtt, at the pnce of £7 lOs. per ton,
at the Furnace at Salisbury, provided the same can. be
without interfering with the Cannon and Shot Foundry;
said Elliott engaging to manufacture the same into steel,
and to dispose thereof at a reasonable price, in proportion to
the cost of the pigs, to the inhabitants of this State, for
theirownuseand con,sumptiou. And ColonelJoshua Por-
ter is hereby directed to deliver the same to said Elliott,
and take the pay therefor and render his account.

Voted, To supply Messrs. Samuel Bird, Arthur Jarvis,
John Lathrop, and Pierpont Edwards, with ten Cannon,
four-pounders, and twelve Swivels.

Voted, To supply Stephen Thorp, Abel Goold, and
associates, with tweh'e Cannon, four-pounders, eight small
Swivels, half ton of Round-Shot, and one hundred weight
of Grape-Shot, as also to exchange with them eight hundred
weight of Powder, at Mr. Doolittle's works, at 5s. 4d. per
pound for good and well-refined Saltpetre, at the stated
price.

Delivered the order for Powder to Colonel John Fitch,
November 7th, 1776.

Voted, To deliver to Isaac Mills 8; Company, twelve
Cannon, four-pounders, and twelve Swivels, with Shot an-
swerable.

Voted, To supply Andrew Rowland, and Samucl Broom
8; Co., with eight Three-Pounders, double fortified, eight
Swivels, five hundred weight of Gunpowder, at 5s. 4d. per
pound, pounded weight, two hundred and forty rounds of
Shot, and one hundred weight of Grape-Shot, two ounces
each.

Order for Powder delivered Colonel John Fitch, Novem-
ber 7th, 1776.

Voted, To supply 'John Osborn, Farrington, and Put-
nam, with four Nine-Pounders, six Six-Pounders, six Three
Pounders, and two Cohorns.

Votcd, To SUjppJyLuther Stoddard 8; Company with four
Six-Pounders, ten Four-Pounders, and twelve Swivels.

Order on the foregoing delivered to Captain Isaac ~Mills,
Novcmber 27th, 1776.

Voted, To supply Messrs. Lyon 8; Company with ten
Swivels, previous to any of the foregoing Guns granted, and
the rest are to be supplied in the order in which they are
entered here.

FIartford, November 4, 1776.

A number of respectable gentlemen in Sharon, who are
out of the Militia roll, viewing it of importance to be con-
stantly prepared, and under the best advantages to withstand
the present cruel and unrighteous designs of the Britis.h
Parliament aerainstAmerica, have formed themselves into a
body, chosen°proper officers to command them, equipped
themselves, and stand ready to go forth at a minute's warn-
ing, either against the foreign enemy, or to crush any inter-
nal machination, as occasion may require. It is wished the
laudable example may be generally followed.

JOHN BARTLETT TO COMMODORE HOPKINS.

Newport, November 4, 1776.

SIR: The General Assembly of this State have ordered
that the house at present made use of as an Hospital, be
immediately cleared. I have at present under my care
upwards of twenty sick men belonging to the fleet. I know
not what to do with them without some further order. I
should think it would be best to take up somesuitable build-
ing to lodge them in, and furnish it with such utensils as
should be thought necessary, and take care of them alto-
gether. The present expense would be less than to lodge
them at private houses, and many Inconveniences be avoided.
Whatever furniture is provtded now, will he ready for any
that may have the like occasion hereafter. However, I
submit the whole affair to your superiour judgment, but beg
your order in the present case. I should be proud to be
employed by you in taking care of any of your fleet that
may at any time 61' place be so unhappy as to require the
assistance of a ~urgeon or Physician.

I am, with due respect, your most obedient and very
humble servant, JOHN BARTLETT.
To Admiral Hopkins.

Newport, November 4,1776.

Last Monday Captain Shearman Clarke arrived at an
eastern port, in fifteen days from the West-Indies, and in-
forms that he saw a letter from France a day or .two before
he sailed, advising that it might be depended on that France
would declare war against Great Britain very soon; that
the Pomona, and two other British ships-of-war, were sup-
posed to have been lost in the late hurricane in the West-
Indies, they not being heard of since.

A few days past, arrived safe at an eastern port, a Conti-
nental ship from France, having on board three thousand
stand of arms, three hundred barrels of powder, one hundred
chests of tin, dry-goods, &c.; the Captain of which, says
there were great preparations in France fOl' war, and a
declaration may be expected very soon. She had seven
weeks passage. Some very agreeable intelligence by this
vessel it is thought not advisable to make publick at pre-
sent.

Last Thursday arrived in East Passage, a large Jamaica
ship, loaded with about six hundred hogsheads of sugar,
ninety puncheons of rum, some cotton, &c., taken by the
Continental brier Cabot, Captain Hinman. She mounts
sixteen guns, bu~ we do not learn that she made any resist-
ance. About the same time, Captain Job Pearce, in a pri-
vate sloop-of-war, w~nt up the .West. Pas:age ~ith a fine
large brig, loaded wIlh fish, bemg his third prize safely
arrived.

HEN.RYB.ROWNFIELD TO M.\SSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY.

Boston, 4th November, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: By a letter from Mr. Deputy Secretary
Avery, I am acquainted with your Honours' appointment of
me for one of the Committee or Board of War. I beg lea vo
to express to your Honours the high sense I have of this
mark of your confidence and regard, as alsu .to assure you of
my attachment to my country and earnest wishes to promote
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its interests by every meaDS of which I am capable notwith- believe him fit for the task. Be waits on you to know if it
standing I find myself necessitated, on many accounts to is agreeable, and for your further orders.
decline the honour intended me by this appointment. The. Please let me know by his retum, how many barrels of
offices I hold in this town, together with my own private beef I must have salted for you, and the particulars of the
concerns, engross so great a portion of my time and attention cargo you would have put on board the Friendship.
as to be incompatible with the duties of thatstation. There- The Resolution has her floqron board, and her bread is
fore pray your Honours will dispense with my acceptance of ready. I shall put twenty hogsheads of tobacco, three hun-
an office which it is no.! in my power to execute. dred and fifty barrels of flour, and fill. up with bread, Oil

I am, very respectfully, your Honours' most obedient, board the Resolution; and twenty hogsheads tobacco, and
humble servant, H B 'one-third bread, and two-thirds flour, for the Friendshi p. , as

ENRY ROWNFIELD.. I
.

. by your former orders. If receive no other, shall obey
To the honourable CouncIl and House for the State of orders with Captain Martin.

Massachusetts-Bay. From your humble servant,

VAN BIBBER AND HARRISON TO ROBERT TOWNSHEND, HOOE,
& co.

St. Euatatia, 5th November, ]776.

GENTLEMEN: Enclosed you have invoice and bill of
loading for one hundred and sixty half-barrels gunpowder-
quantity fifty-three hundred pounds-on the propel' account
and risk of the State of Maryland.

Our Mr. lIarrison is despatching Captain Conway from
i)'fartinique, with a very valuable cargo. r hope she has
sailed, or abo~.ltsailing, at this time.

We have just madea large purchasehere of somewoollens,
muskets, and gun-flints, which we shall ship in the first of
the Council's vessels that rpay arrive here.

We cautionedyou and the Council sometime past against
sending your vessels to this island, thinking it the most
danuel'ous and difficult to get into; which we are since sorry
for,oas it has proved less here than to any other island; and
for the future advise you to send all your vessels here, for
sundry reasons,viz: this is alwaysthe best market for our
produce, particularly tobacco, which is now rising fast. All
our purchases are made here, and freight paid to i)'fartinico,
for all the goods shipped from there, and most of the cargoes
is sent from ft:lartinique here to be sold, and very high
freight paid on them; that on the whole this is the best place
by far, and grows less difficult to transact here, as the Dutch
ha~e discovered that their laws when put in force must ruin
their merchants. I am on the best terms with his Excel-
lency the Governour, and have his word and promise relative
to some particulars that give me great satisfaction, and puts
much in our powers. I was not so happy some time ago,
and very bad consequences to apprehend, on our new Gov-
enour's tal<ing the command, but we are as well fixed with
him now as we were with the former.

Weare very largely indebted here on account of the
State. Many sums now due, and many lately contracted,
that will of course be due short!y. Weare doing all in our
power to serve our country,and hope they willnot let our
credit suffer.

Weare, gentlemen, your most obedient, and very humble
servants,

V AN BIBBER & HARRISON.

To Messrs. Robert Townshend, Hooe, S; Co.

B.JOHNSON TO l\IARYLANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY.
Frederick-Town, November 5th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Captain James Mackall requested of me to
inform you, the gentleman who was commissionf'd as First
Lieutenant in his company is dead, that his Second Lieuten-
ant has resigned, being a non-associator, and the men disap-
proving him. We therefore pray you will issue a commis-
sion to William Macke, as First Lieutenant, Joseph Hill,
Second Lieutenant, and John Tltomas, Ensign, and transmit
them to me by some safe hand.

I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant,
B. JOHNSON.

To the honourableCouncilof Safetyof Maryland, Annap-
olis.

JESSE HOLUNGSWOJlTH.

To the honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.
- P.~. The carpentersare not done with any of the ves.
sels yet. I put the twenty housheads of tooacco on board
the Ninety-Two this,morning.

0

BENJAMIN NICHOLSON TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

November 5,1776.

SIR: Mrs. Chamier has reque.sted me to inquire from
YOUI'Board whether 'tis practicable for her to get to her
husband in New- York, and what steps she can take to
accomplish her desire,and give satisfaction and security to
heL' native country. All her relations are on our side, and
many of them in the Army.

I am yours, &c.,

To Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer,
Council of Safety, Annapolis.

BENJ. NICHOLSON.

Esq., President of the

GEORGE WELLS TO MARYf,AND COUNcIL OF SAFETY.
Baltimore, November 5th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Captain Martin has been speakinO' to me
about lengthening the brig Friendship, which I think I call
do. Captain Martin will acquaint you with the time, &c.
If you'll agree to have the brig done, I'd be obli"ed to you
to send me per Captain JJ1.artin, £400.

0

Please to let.me know by the return of the Captain, how
the row-galley IS to be masted, as I can't pl'Qvide the spars
until I have your orders.

I am, gentlemen, with great respect, your most humble
servant,

GEORGE WELl,S.

To the honourable the Council of Safety for the Province
of Maryland, Annapolis.

CAPTAIN DEAMS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, 5th November, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: It is impossible for me to inlist a company
of men, without you would first let me have the bounty
money; therefore, I should be mnch obliged unto you if YOll
would send me word at what time it would be suitable for
me to come and receive it, s.othat I may not be disappointed.

My men that I ha\'e discharged, that I owe the ration
money unto, think that I have cheated them out of it.
theref~re I should take it as a great favour if you would send
me a IlIIe from under your own hands, to let them know to
the contrary of it.

I should be glad you would send me word what I am to
do with the men that I have inlisted since the others were
discharged; \~hether I am to get them inspected directly,
and put them mto barracks, or how they are to be victualled.
I likewise should be glad you would send me word what the
non-commissioned officers and private soldiers are .allowed
per month. And in so doing, you will much oblige, yours
to serve,

.

FREDERICK DEAMS.

To the honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.
Philadelphia, November 5th, 1776.

JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH TO l\IARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. SIR: The Congress, apprehensive that Commissioners
.Baltimore, Novemb.er 5th, 1~76. ~romsome of the States for the purpose of appointing officers

SIRS: Tbe bearer, John G~bbo~s, has been III Baltlmore In !he Army uncleI' the new establishment, may not have
this t\\'o years, and bas b:-haved. hJms~lf sobel' and well ~s ~rrIved at th~ camp, and a~ the same time fully and deeply

far as I have heard, and IS an mdustl'louS young man; IS Impressed wIth the necessity of recruitino- the Army to its
willing to take charge of the schooner Friendship, and I full complement, have passed the enclosed resolves,author~

FIFTH SEJlIES.- V OL. IlL 33



Q; .ii
'" E:;

~..''''0 =.~U Q,I::::I

C ~I..
.. IZi ~I~ .
Q . .51~!"O;~ .
.. .. ..

I

Q 'bIJ- 0 wl10 0'-~.~ ~.~ ~!~
~.::EU,'",00 ifil_1------ - 11 11-11

- - 11111 1
- - - 112' 1
- - 1 111 1
- - 1 - - 1
- - - Ii 1 1
- - 1 111 1
---1-1

-=-1151"7T"6\S

515 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., NOVEMBER, 1776. 016

izing YOllto grant warrants to such officers as you shall sioners from that State ar,eon their way to Head-Quarters
think propel', provided there are no Commissioners from the to appoint officers, Agreeably to the former resoh'es of Con-
State to which sllch officers belong. gress. Y all will, therefore, be pleased to suspend any ap-

As it is of the greatest consequence that the Militia now pointment of officers for that State until you shall hear
in service should not leave the camp at this crisis, it is the further from Congress, or until the arrival of those gentle-
desire of Congress that you will take such steps as you shall men shall make it unnecessary.
judge best for attaining this end; and that in particular you The enclosed commission of Brigadier-General you will
should for that purpose write to such of the States as have please to have delivered to General Smallwood.
any :Militia in the government of New- York, requesting With every sentiment of esteem and respect, I am, SIr,
their assistancein the business. .

Your very humble servant, J HP 't. . OHN ANCOCK l'es.
The commiSSIOns for such officers as you shall please to G I TT7 h

.
t '.

b
.

f h I d I enera yas zng on.appoint y warrant, In consequence 0 t e enc ose reso ves, ,

shall be forwarded as soon as possible. I send some commissions, and shall send others imme.
The resolves herewith transmitted, I am to infbrm you, diately. 1\'11-.Harrison's leiters to 3d instant are come to

do not extend to the ftfaryland troops, as the Commis': hand.

Return oj tILe First VUWINlARegimcnt oj Foot in tILe service oj the UNITED COLONIES, commanded by ISAAC RIED,
Esq., November 5, 1176.
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N. B.-Lieutenant Garland and Clayton absent, wilh leave.
Lieutenant Higgim absenl, sick.
Colonel l!eade, Lieutenant-Colonel Eppes, and Major Green; ao-

sent, SIck.
Caplain Ballard, Li~utenants Sc~tt, .Moody, Woodson, and Ensign

Shannon absent, SI(~k; and EnsIgns Payne and Godwin on com-
mand.

--~
Captain Taylor.. . .. .. . .. ... .. .. .. .. . . .. .. . . .. ... -
Captain Cunningham.. . . . . .. . . .. .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. .
Captain Seayers. . . . . ... . . ;. . ... . . .. .. .. .. . . .. .. . . ... -
Caplain Fleming. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . ..
Captain B"lard . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. -
Caplain Nelson.. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . .

'"
.

Capl!lin Dickison. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . .. . .. . . . . .. . .. -
Caplain Croghan. . .. . .. .. .. .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .

Total... ... . .. . . .. . . .. .. ... ... . .. ... . . .. . .. 1
~_.-~-"--

:rI'. B.-Captain Stayers absent, with leave.
Captain Xelson absent, sick.
Caplain Croghan absenl, sick. .
Lieutenant Cummins and Ensign Blackwell on command, of Cap-

tain Taylor's company.
Lieutenant Lawson absent, with leave.
Lieutenant Crump and Smith and Ensign Burwell sick.

JNO. FLEJ\IING, Commanding Officer.

Return oj the Third VIRGINIARegiment oj Foot in tILeservice oj the UNITED COLONIES, commanded hy Colonel GEO.,

WEEDEN, camp at JOHN FUSHEE's, Novcmber 5, 1776.
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No Cap lain ap
:r

oinled to Major .fitzgerald:s company; Captain Johnson Lieuten,anl Powell sick, at X01,th Castle; Ensign Robinson sick, at Phi/a-
resil$ned, an no Captam appointed lo his company. delphia.

Captam W~st sick? at Jlarth-Castle; Cartain Lee si~k, on the Jersey's Mr. Brent, Aid-de-Camp to Lord Stirling.
side of rIver; Lieutenant ~Iercer appOInted Caplam to the Generat'1J
guard; Lieutenanl White in Virginia recruiting.

JOHN HAWKINS,Adjutant oj Third Regiment oj Vil-ginia Forces.

OFFICERS PRESENT.

NEIL McLEAN TO ROBERT MORRIS.

New Jail, Philadelphia, November 5lh, 1776.

SIR: I have fOl'these several years past been in a bad state
of health. I was last springa twelvemonthseized with a
danO'erous pain in my ~reast, and, with a view to remove it,
wasoadvised to a change of air and climate. I went from
Du.tchess County, in New- York, where I had resided chiefly

since 1769, to Rhode-Island, from thence by water to Bos-
ton, and from Boston to Nova-Scatia. 1 had directions
/i'om General Gage to assist in recruiting his Majesty's
forces there, but found so many officers on that service in
the Province, that I had nothiner to do but attend on my
health, whi?h, by the latter end oOfthe summer, was pretty
well estabhshed. I then went to Boston, intending to
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gerous to both, and can have no other effect tban to prolong
the war, or perbaps, if strained too far, may unsheath the
sword of civil discord, which may complete \Vhat the com-
mon enemy has begun, by laying waste this country, and
leave it not worth even the tyrant's acceptance. This or
independence must certainly take place~ as the spirit of lib-
erty now reigning in America can never bow clown at the
feet of tyranny, but \ViIIsooner sacrifice the blood of all her
sons. Let all consider these consequences, and avoid the
evil.

But to return. The important business that I mean the
Americans are now unfitted for by their political divisions,
is that of legislation or the framing and establishing new
governments. This is a work that requires the utmost wis-
dom of human nature, and those who perform it ought to
be divested of e~-erykind of prejudice, and governed solely
by the wisdom and feelings of humanity. Every person
concerned ought to view the whole subjects of the State
(withoUt respect to Whig or Tory) as his own children, and
then conduct himself as a humane father would do in such
case to make his posterity happy. But alas, a contrary
spirit has greatly injured these States. Where the Whigs
have prevailed, they have run into extravagant refinements,
on republican principles; and where the Tories have pre-
vailed, the spirit of monarchy has made large and danger-
ous strides; neither titted to the genius and authority of the
people. It should be constantly in mind that the govern-
ment of these States are founded ,on the authority of the
people only; and therefore, that there should be sufficient
power left in their hands always to prevent the delegated
power from becoming dangerous to their liberty. At the
same time particular attention ougflt to be paid to the genius,
manners, and customs of the people, as it is well known that
innovations upon these things have often been fatal. If I
may be permitted, then, to deliver my opinion of the genius
of the Americans, I shall say it is of a monarchical spirit; this
is natural from the government they have ever lived under.
It is therefore impossible to found a simple Republick in
America. Another reason th~t operates very strongly
against such a government is the great distinction of per-
sons, and difference in their estates or property, which co-

ON THE PRESENT STATE OF AFFAIRS IN AMERICA. operates strongly with the genius of the people in favour of
It is the misfortune of America in her great and virtuous monarchy. For these reawns I am induced to think that

struggle, to have too many internal enemies; which has a mixed government is the best that can be adopted in the
provoked her real friends to advance many extravagant respective Colonies; and most of them have adopted such;
measures, as well as that of running into many acts of oLII- but in some of them too much power is delegated from tlie
rage, dangerous to individuals as well as subversive of the people. One only has attempted to establish a simple
true happiness and prosperity of these United States. And Republick on the strictest principles, and this has met with
now that we have the most iinportant business to do that the disapprobation of all parties, which is a furtller proof of
ever came before any nation, we seem most unfit to do it. the disposition of the people i!l favour of a mixed govern-
The true friends of America have to defend their country ment.
by arms against the hostile force of the most powerful State And of mixed governments, the people will naturally be
in Europe, and at the same time to oppose the political inclined to that w~ich is most like what they have always
machinations of its inte~nal enemiesz..who are endeavotll'ing been used to, viz: a supreme executive magistrate (with a
at this important crisis to throw every thing into confusion, necessary check) and two orders in the body of legislation.
by impeding and distracting our civil polity. Such heats But these orders now are to derive their authority from the
and animosities have thus arisen, that the attention of too people only, and in a different manner from what has been
many is taken off from the general cause, and aiming only usual; it therefore requires the utmost wisdom of the legisla-
(or chief!y) at the political destruction of each other. 'Tis ture which is to constitute them, so to balance their powers as
time that this disposition should cease, and both Whigs and _effectually to secure the liberty and happiness of the people
Tories unite in adopting the best measures for tbe security, forever', the sole end and purpose of their appointment.
peace, and happiness of Am.erica. Tbese United States, Several of the Colonies have adopted dlis order, by the
notwith5tanding all that can-~e said of, or done by, the name of Governour, Legislative Council, and House of
power of Great Britain, musf'and will support their inde- Assembly. I would propose, then, (and only propose, as
pendence. What expectations, then, have either \Vhigs or this is hallowed ground on which I tread,) that the House
Tories but from the happiest formation of the government, of Assembly should always consist of at least twice the
and governments, of these States? Is it not the interest number of members that is i~ the Legislative Council; that
of all, then, that this should be completed in the best man- the House of AssembJy should be elected annually by the
ner ta promote their common happiness? In this case all people; and that after the fil'st choice one third of the
Americans should be governed by the same motive. But, for Council shall go Ol1t annually, and as many be elected
a moment, sllppose we should fail in our opposition to annually by the people to serve in their stead; that the
Great Britain; should we not then share one common lot? Governour or Chief :Magistrate in every Colony should be
Yes, I say, with a very few exceptions, both Whigs and appointed by the Continental Co~gress, to continue three
Tories would lay at the feet of a most merciless and unrelent- years, behaving weIJ; that he should ba,ve a Pri\'y Conncil;
ing tyrant, who has already rejected more humble and that such Privy Council should consist of that one third of
supplicating petitions than any other ever received from the the Legislative Council which is to go out as aforesaid, for
most loyal subjects. What, then, can America expect after the year immediately preceding the time they are to go out
b~ing subdued, but to be ruled with a rod of iron, which of office: this will make a tlew Privy Council every yea\'j
will fall eguallyon all? . that the Governour should be President of the Lggislative

From what bas been said, it appears the political divisions Council, with only a castinU"voice; that the LeU"islativ~
tbat now exist between Whigs and Tories are equally dan- Council and House of Assembly should have the soleoPQwer~

'"'

return to Newport, but was refused a pass by General
Howe, and obliged to go back again to Nova-Scotia. I
found the air and climate of that country so agreeable to
my constitution, that I determined to establish a sett]ement
there. I had several years since made a purchase of a
small seigniory in Canada, and having nothing ~o do last
winter, went across the country to visit it, and to settle
other affairs that I have been concerned in, in that Pro\'ince,
sincethe years 1164 or 1165. I just arrivedthere when I
was made prisoner by a party of the American Army, and
carried before their General, who disgorged at me the vilest
expressions of scurrility and abuse, and because 1 had not
patience to bear sllch treatment with becoming submission,
ordered me to be put in irons and to be carried in that man-
ner to Albany. I was sent from Albany to York, and from
thence to this place. Have been confined here since tbe
middle of last June; most of tbe time in a close room, with-
out bed or bed-clothes, but what the charity of a fellow-
prisoner furnished me with, and have not hitherto been

admitted to inquire why I undergo such ignominious treat-
ment, or to offer a single syllable in my own defence. I
gave a representation of my case last summer, directed to
the Congress, to Doctor Rush, at his own desire, but fou~d
no favourable effect from his application, though 1 offered
to affirm upon oath or honour the truth of every word I had
declared.

It has been reported here that I am an officer in his Ma-
jesty's Royal Emigrants. This I cannot avow or deny, as
I never had any certain notification of any such appoint-
ment. But if you will promise me leave to return to Can-
ada on my-parole of honour, and that I shall find it con-
venient to accept of such a commission, I shall engage to
get an officer of equal rank in change for me; but if 1 am
still on half-pay and incapable of service, the least regard
to honour or justice will be a sufficient motiveto discharge
me.

I have the honourto be, sir, very respectfuIJy,your most
obedient humble servant, N 1\1 LElL. C EAN.

. TQ Robert Morris, Esq.
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of legis]ation; that the Governour and Legislative Council
should be the last Court of Appeals in law and equity;
that all judicial officers* in the civil department, and general
officers in the Army and Navy, should be appointed by
joint Lallot of botb Honses, subject to the Governour's neg-
ative, and to conti!)ue during good behaviour; that all min-
isterial officerst in the civil department, and a1l inferiour
officers in the military, should be appointed by the Governour
and Privy Council, to continue seven, years, if they behave
well. These grand outlines being observed, it appears to
me a happy government might be formed in each State;
and Congress having the appointment of a Governour or
Chief Magistrate in each, would greatly promote the bond
of union so ardently wished for by many who now think a
contrary spirit too much prevails in many of the Colonies.

These few observations are submitted, with the greatest
diffidence, to the judgment of the publick, by a warm friend
to the American cause, though but a F ARMER.

Philadelphia, November 5,1776.
-

JAMES LOVELL TO CAPTAIN PROCTER.

Jerseys, November 5th, 1776.

SIR: I left Captain Francis Procter, you~ brother, on
board the prison-ship Glascow, in New- York harbour, the
3d of this month. He is in good health, has some encour-
agement of being speedily exchanged, but hopes his friends
will exert themselves to bring about that desirable event, as
much as if he }Jad not received any hints about it, for he
fears those hints are only to amuse him. He has once wrote,
and he now earnestly wishes that proof may be sent to
General Washington of his having had a regular discharge
from the Irish Artillery, and consequently that he is not a
deserter, as is sometimes thrown in his teeth. I have been
llis fellow-prisoner for months at Halifax, where he has fared
hardly, but greatly better than when under the control of
Captain Montague, who seemed to aim at his life.

I will be more particular by another opportunity, if! catch
one in my hurry. Please to inform the friends of his Corpo-
ral, Jerry Low, of Fredericksburg, that Lows is with Cap-
tain Procter, in health. He served to a saddler in Phila-
delphia, and inlisted there.

I am your friend, though unknown,
JAMES LOYELL.

To Captain Thomas PrQcter or Mr. John Handerson.

GENERAL MERCER TO THE BOARD OF WAR.

Perth-Amboy, 5th November, 1776.

SIR: Your favour of 31st October, was delivered by an
officer of the German battalion. As to the expediency of
recruiting on the new establishment, the men now on duty
are left in a great measure by the honourable Board of War
to be determined by me. I am glad there are none of the
Germans belonging to the Flying-Camp under my command
at present. All the Pennsylvanians who are to serve until
the 1st of January next, are at Fort Lee, under General
Gre(me; to him I shall refer the consideration of this affair;
but am of opinion that until he is reinforced by rhe Virginia
troops, said to be on the way from Philadelphia, the circum-
stances of his post will not admit of his dismissing fi'Omduty
there any soldiers of the Flying-Camp.

I am, sir, your very humble servant,
HUGH MERCER.

To Richard Peters, Esq., Secretary to the Board of War,
P hilqdelphia.

ROBERT II. HARRISON TO GENERAL GREENE.
White-Plains, November 5th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Your favour of the 30th ultimo, has been
received by his Excellency, and I have it in charge to inform
you that the holding or not holding the grounds between
King's Bridge and the lower lines depends upon so many
circumstances that it is impossible for hin'! to determine the

point. He submits it entirely to your discretion and such
judgment as you will be enabled t~ form from the enemy's
movements and the whole complexIon of things. He says
you know the original design was to garrison the works and

"Such as Judgrs, Justices, &c. t Such 8,SSecretary, Clerks, &c.

preserve the lower Jinesas long as they could be kept, that
the communication across the river might be open to us, at
the same time that the enemy should be prevented from
having a passageup and down the river for their ships. The
other parts of your letter have been answered on former
occasions.

I am, &c.

To Major-General Greene.

R. H. HARRJSON.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM PHILLIPS'S :MANOR, DATED
NOVEMBER 5, 1776.

Yesterday deserted to Olll' camp two of Major Robert
Rodgers's Rangers; several Grenadiers were tal{en the same
evening; have had one Hessian deserter. It is reported his
Excellency has just received particulars of the White-Plain
battle; in which, it seems, the enemy had killed foUl' hundred
and eighty, including two Colonels, three Captains, and sev-
eral subalterns; while our missing are only eighty.

GENERAL COURT 1I1ARTIAL.

At a General Court-Martial held at Philipsborough, No-
vember 5, lii6:

Lieutenant-Colonel Nathan Tyler, President.
Members: Major Clap, C~ptain Cragin, Captain Far-

rar, Captain White, Captain Newell, Captain Lamb, Major
Rand, Captain Black, Captain R£ce, Captain Page, Cap-
tain Goss, Captain Edgell:

FOI' the trial of George Coombs,Assistant Commissary,
in a charge of embezzling the Continental stores.

The prisoner being called, and tbe charge agaim\t him
read, plead Not guilty, and offered himself for trial.

The Court then adjourned to next day morning, nine
o'clock.

Wednes~ay mornfng, nine o'clock.-The Court being
met according to adjournment, proceeded to the further trial
oC the prisoner.

The witnesses being sworn, made oath as follows, viz :
Reuben Taft testifies and says, that on the 52dof Novem-

ber instant, he saw nine barrels, which he took to.be Aour,
hid under some buckwheat straw; that it was on fire, with a
quantity of buckwheat, before it came to his knowledge, and
that it was then impossible to secure it from the flames; and
that the said Combsinformed him that it belonged to the
publick stores; that he hid it there in order to secure it fi'om
the enemy.

Levi Rawson testifies and says; that on the 52dof Novem-
ber instant, he saw nine barrels, which he took to be flour,
under a quantity of buckwheat straw; that he beard Reuben
Taft inquire of said Combs how that Aour came there; that
Combsanswered he put it there, and did it to secure it from
the enemy.

George IIopson testifies and says, that the said Combs
sent for him in the evening of the 1st day of November in-
stant, and asked him what he should do with the stores in his
charge, that he was unwilling the enemy should have them;
they concluded it best to convey the stores farther up the
hill to have them more secure; and that he assisted said
Combs in conveying seven barrels of flour and two barrels
of pork under a quantity of buckwheat straw, about seven
or eight o'clock in the eveying of the said 1st of November
instant.

~.

Ezekiel 1Voodburytesti!fes and says,that he was on sen-
try at said Combs's store, in the evening of the said 1st of
November, and saw three loads of stores carried off upon an
old sleigh from thence by said Combs, at which time he
questioned him for what he was carrying away said stores'
he first answ~red it w.asnone of his busilless; but ~n bein~
further questIoned, saId Combs answered he was domg it to
secure them; that he expected the enemy wou]d come, and
that it was better to secure part than have all lost; and that
if stores were uJUnd about his house he should fare the worse
by tile enemy should they come.

The Court then adjourned to l!'riday morning, nine o'clock.

Friday morning, nine o'clock.- The Court bein!Tmet
a~cording to adjournment, proceeded to the further trial of
said Combs; and the further evidence sworn gave in as fol-
lows, viz:

William Paulding, Commissary, testifies and says, that
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on the 1st of November instant, he informed Mr. Combs
that qe expected the regiments at Tarrytown would retreat
soon, and ordered him to take the best car~ he could of tbe
stores in his charge; and as he saw no probability of pro-
curing teams, ordel'ed him to secrete and secure in the best
manner he could the residue of the stores that remained in
his hands, and that he approved of his putting the stores in
the manner he did.

The question being put, whether George Combs, the pris-
oner, be guilty of embezzling the publick stores agreeable to
the charge against him or not, the Cour! unanimously deter-
mined not guilty.

NATHAN TYLER, President.

A true sentence of procedure of the Court-Martial:
MICH'L GILL, J. A.

BRIGADIER DANIELSO~ 1'0 THE cmIMITTEE OF TRE ASSEM-

BLY OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Near Head-Quarters, NQrth-Cas\!e, November 5tb, 1776.

We received yours dated October 30th, 1776, by Mr.
John Fadon, wherein you desire to be informed of the true
situation and condition of our Army . We shall do our-
selves the pleasure to gratify you as far as possible, and you
may be assured that we have not been idle spectators the
short time we have been in or near the camp.

The Continental Army are fronted to the west, extend-
ino' their line from north to south, near Connecticut bounds,
ab"outthe extent of four miles, Lord Stirling's division on
the right and General Heath's on the left. The whole
encamped on a ridge of hills, some of them almost inacces-
sible in front, all finely covered with woods. Soldiers and
officersin high spirits, loath to give an in.ch to their enemies.
Not more sick than may be expected m so numerous an
Army. The British Army are extended in like manner
on another range of hiJls, near two miles distant, in open
view. The apparent reason of our retreat so far and so
often, is this: the enemy are labouring to out-Rank us, and
pass into the country, if by any means they might Cllt off
our supplies. The Genera], divinely inspired, has been
apprised of their design, and to avoid an action at this criti-
cal state of QUI'Army, has been playing back to give himself
more room between the Sound and the North River. Small
skirmishes happen, in which we have 'the better, and kill
three to one. .

Weare in doubt with respect to our success in continuing
our Militia for the time proPQsed. If they wiII not be pre-
"ailed upon, the General may reasonably expect to have
their place supplied. His Excellency WaS disgusted at our
Assembly's augmenting the soldiers' wages, which bas occa-
sioned our sending Mr. Partridge to Congress, as we wrote
the Assemblythe last post, and by the earnest request of
the General are endeavouring to put the encouragement of
our Assembly for continuing tbe :Militia to first day of
Pebruary next into another form, that it may not stand as
an addition to their monthly pay.. We sball soon know
our fate on that account, and when known shall imme-
diately inform.

.

Weare fully satisfied with the situation and conduct of
the Army. Most oertain there is nothing to surprise a reason-
able inquirer if he was on tbe spot. Impossible is it that
the enemy should force our front in their present situation,
and we fear never will be so infatuated as to attempt it,

_however you may hear to the contrary, but must tread their
surly steps back ere long. High living for soldiers, good
flour, beef, and pork in plenty, with grog to wash it down.

Thus far this night, and will wait on the General in the
m9rning, to satisfy your second inquiry.

- This morning, tbe 6th of November, waited on bis Excel-
leney, and after continuing long for an answer, (it being Gen-
eral Council,) the General desired us to continue OUl'Militia
in service if possible to 1st of March, for that he should
expect four thousand of them to be in service to that time.
Accordingly have presumed to issue our invitation to each
battalion of recmits fa'om olJr State, in the name of the
Assembly of the State of 'Massachusetts-Bay, to continue
t!reir service to the first day of March next. Some will
tarry, no doubt, and as soon as possible shall inform the
Assembly what number. And if one half the aforesaid
number can be pre\'ailed upon to continue, the saving must
be considerable.

This morning were informed that tbe British troops had
late]y quitted their post, and marched from tbe White-Plailt
toward New- York.

Weare in good health-great £.ltigue-a job for time, and,
gentlemen,your mostobedient very humble servant,

By order of the Committee:
- TIM. DANIELSON,Ch'n.

The Committee of the Assembly of the State of JJlassachu-
setts-Bay.

GEN. SCOTT TO NEWcYORK COMMITTEE OF ARRANGEMENT.

Camp on the Heights, near White-P]ains, November 5th, 1776.

StR: I was honoured this morning with the receipt of
yours of the 2d instant. General Clinton and myself con-
ferred on its contents. He thinks that his brigade .will not,
t;JJ!:ceptin a very few instances, want clothing. Mine cer-
tainly wi1l not, as they have but twenty-five days more to
serve. I must earnestly recommend it to the Comminee of
Safety to expedite the commissions before my brigade is dis-
charged, that there may be a chance of recruiting them, or
some of them, on the new establishment.

Nothing nt;Jw to communicate, but tbat this moment I
have received information that there is a great movement
and rumbling of carriages in the enemy's Army; tbat
they bave withdrawn their advanced guards, and quitted
one of tht;Jir encampments nearest to us. It is conjectured
they are moving westward, but nothing ct;Jrtain can be
concluded, on account of the fogginess of the weather, until
tbe return of tbe scouts which General Clintonand myself
ba\'e sent out. I shall keep this unsealed, witb intent that
if the rider should not set off before we can make discoveries,
I may impart tbem to you. A few cannon this moment
heard from a great distance.

Major Pish would be fond of accepting a majority on the
new t;Jstablishment. I can honestly recommend him as well
qualified for that rank. This I am sure of-there is not a
better Brigade-Major in the Army. Indeed I have not seen
one who can do the duties of the grand parade so well as
he, except Major Henley, and I think he does not exceed
bim. In other departments of his present appointment he
gives me great satisfaction. ,

I am, sir, with great respect, yours and tbt;Jhonourable
Committee's most obedient servant,

JNO. MORIN SCO',I'T.

To the honourable the President or Vice-President, &c., &c.

COLONli:J. MALcOM To JOHN lIfc~ESSON,

Camp White-Plains, November 5, 1776, ~
On a drumhead in the woods. 5

DEAR SIR: As I apprehend the Convention will soon be
upon the business of appointments for the new Army, I
cannot in justice either to the country or the following
worthy men, whose names I mention, omit recommending
them in the strongest manner, viz: Captain Edward Meeks,
Lieut\Jnants James Blake, Prentice Bowen, Aspinwall
Cornwall, and John M. Toght, and :Mr. John Sanford,
my Adjutant. I have had such repeated proof.~ of their
qualifications as officers, that with tbe utmost freedom I can
solicit companies for each of them. They are brave, active,
sober, and well-disciplined, and I am sure General Scott
will join very heartily in my solicitation for them. They
are willing to serve in the capacity of Captains.

Since writing the above, I find theent;Jmy bave left their
camp. The fog is fast clearing away, and I have sent out
fiftymen frommy regiment to take possessionof the Court-
House, and tbe Rangers to reconnoitre to the eastward,
and I shall detain Mr. 111£tchellat my post(which is a mile
advanced from our Army, and for eight days within musket
shot of the enemy's advanced post) until I can send more
certain intelligence. Our conjectures are various-a coun-
tryman just in says they are gone to York; if so, we shall
have a chase.

It is now past three o'clock. Tbe enemy are moved off
to our right, i. e. to the heights northwest of the Court-
House. 1 can make no farther discoveries in this quarter,
but that I am delivered from troublesome neighbours, and
have a prospect of sleep to-night. I therefore despatch
IVlr. Mitchell to General &ott, who, perhaps, will ha\'e
some intelligence.
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I have only to add that I always am, with esteem, d_ear
sir, your most obedient servant, -

W. l\I AT.c OM.

To John McKesson, Esq., Fishkill.
I would write you oftener, but real1y have not time,

being on an out-post with my regiment and the Rangers,
and very critically situated.

GENERAL GREENE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

King's Ferry, November5,1776.
DEAR SIR: Colonel Harrison wrote me you were in great

want of flour. 'Tis attended with very great difficulty to
bring it up from Fort Lee by land. Wagons can't be got
to transport a sufficient supply for your Army. At Dobbs's
Ferry there are eight or nine hundred barrels, brought from
the other side. I have directed Colonel Tupper to load a
number of the pettiaugers and flat-bottom boats and send
them up to Peekskill. Our troops are so arranged along
shore, I am in hopes to keep a passage open for this mode
of conveyance. If it can be done it will save an amazing
expense.

I found every thing in this place in the utmost confilsiolJ-
the waITons and flour detained for want of boats and assist-o .
ance to transport them over. I shaH send Captam Pond
hither as soon as I get back, to take charge of the pub]ick
stores here, and to transport the things across. Colonel
Tupper is to convoy the pettiaugers by the ships, and if
the barges are manned the boats are to be run on shOl"e,and
Major Clark, who commands a party opposite the ships, is
to frotect them.

shall attempt to transport publick stan's from Bltrdctt's
Ferry, if the enemy make no new disposition. The utmost
care shall be taken that nothing falls into the enemy's
hands.

I am informed by Co]onel Harrison that your Excellency
approves of the plan for forming the magazines. I have
directed the Commissaries of the department to lay in the
provisions as fast as possible; and the Quartermaster-Gen-
eral is exerting himself to Jay in provender.

Many of our people have got into huts. The tents are
sent forward as fast as the people get their huts complete.

Should this ferry be wanted through the winter, the land-
inlT must be altered. I can, by altering tbe road, shorten
th~ distance two miles-one by land the other by water.

. Where it now is, it freezes up very soon; where I propose it,
it is open all winter.

I am now in the State of New- York, and am informed
by Colonel Hawkes Hay, that the Militia which he com-
mands refuses to do duty. They say that General Howe
has promised them peace, liberty, and safety; and that is
all they want. What is to be done with them? This
spirit and temper should be checked in its infancy. I pur-
pose to send the Colonel about fiftymen; and have directed
the Colonel to acquaint them if they refuse to do duty
aO'reeableto the orders of the State, that I will send up a

i

r;giment here, and march them to Fort Lee, to do duty
there. I beg your Excellency's further advice.

I am informed the Virginia regiments are coming on.
I wish I could form a party sufficiently strong to make a
little diversion in the rear of tbe enemy, by the way of
King's Bridge. The Hessianshave relaid the bridges,and
been across; but yesterdaymorningI believethey aUwent
back again. What does your Excellency think of such a
manreuvre? Is it practicable-has it the appearance of
being successful if attempted and well conducted?

We have a flyingreporUhat GeneralGates has defeated
Burgoyne. We also hear that a party of Hessians had
deserted over to us. I wish to know the truth of both
reports. .

All things were quiet at Fort Lee and Yo"rk Island yes
terday, at noon.

The ~ople seem to be much alarmed at Philadelphia
from the success of the enemy. The country is greatly
alarmed at having their grain and hay burnt, yet I believe
it will answer a most valuable purpose. J wish it had been
earlier agreed upon.

I am informed Hugh Gaine, the printer, is gone into
New- York. I have ordered all the boats' stores fmlll Bur-
dett's Ferry to Hobuck, and from Powley's Rook to Bergen
Point, to stop the communication. There is a vile genera-

tion here aswell as with you. The Committee from Phil-
adelphiafor inquiringinto the state of the Army, complains
that inlisting orders are not given out. Please to let me
know your pleasure.

I am, with the greatest respect, your Excellency's obe-
dient servant, N G. REENE.
To his Excellency General Washington, Head-Quarters.

GERARD BANCKER TO WILLIAJ\I DUER.

FishkiJI, November 5,1776.

SIR: Pursuant to your order of last Friday, I have been
to Peekskill, in company with Mr. Campbell, to view the
ground on which he has begun to erect barracks. It is on
a level, dry spot, with a considerable rising on the east side
of it. Will contain barracks for about seven or eight hun-
dred men. Mr. Campbell informs me there are good springs
in its vicinity. Fuel is not very handy to it. We found
the frames up and partly boarded, for ten rooms. They
are placed in a line facing nearly west, without windows on
the east side.

We sougbt for some more suitable place north of Mr.
Robinson's mills, (which are about two miles north of the
barracksnow building,)and north of the entrance into the
Highlands, but could find no place near said entrance where
connected barracks can be built sufficient to contain one
thousand men. The most suitable place, I think, will be
just after ascending the mountain, where there is a consid-
erable quantity of cleared land, on both sides of the road.
But the descent towards the road is great from each side.
Water and fuel are convenient here; and this cleared land
is above the spot where I think it probable works of defence
wil\ be thrown up. About a quarter of a mile below this,
and southeasterly from the bridge at Robinson's mills, is a
stubble-field, that may contain barracks for one thousand
men; has a creek west of, and adjoining it; a good spring
in the road, which passes the east side of it, and fuel very
handy on a mountain across the road, east of it. The ob-
jections to this place may be, that it is a quarter of a mile
below the pass to be defended,and may, in a rainy season,
be too wet; at present it is very dry.

When I returned to the Fishkill, instead of ascending the
mountain a little north of Robinson's mills, I came up the'
valley; and found it a continued cleared meadow, nearly
five miles up its mean breadth, about a quarter of a mile;
it terminates in a wood and broken hills, through which, for
a considerable distance, there is only a foot-path.

I am, with great respect, sir, your very humble servant,
GERARD BANCKER.

To William Duer, Esq.

COMFORT SANDS TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE .NEW-YORJt
CONVENTION.

Fishkill, 5th November, 1776.

SIR: On the 18th day of January last, the Committee
of Safety of this State appointed MI'. Garret Roorback
Barrackmaster of New- York, but his commission does not
mention what payor rations he is to receive. I beg your
direction respecting this matter.

I am, sir, your very humble servant,
COMFORT SANDS.

To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., President of the Conven-
tion of the State of New- York.

WARRANT TO TAKE WILLIAM MURRAY AND CORNELIUS
THORP.

ORANGE County:
You are hereby authorized to take the bodies of 1;Villiam

lUllrry and Cornelilts Thorp, so called, and bring them
forthwith to the house of Mr. John Brewster, to answer
befol'e the Precinct Committee of a charge against them for
altering the Continentalcl,lrrency. And if aid or assistance
be needful, you are likewise authorized hereby to call ilI

for that purpose such part of the Militia as may be neces-
sary. NATH'L SATTERLY ,

ARCH'LD LrrTLE.

To Joshua :Miller, to execute this order.
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COMFORT SANDS TO PIERRE VAN CORTLANDT.

Fishkill, the 5th November, 1776.

SIR: Captain Belknap, one of the Captains of the Ran-
gers ordered to be raised in Ulster County, has applied for
the pay, subsistence, and half-bounty, of his company. The
former I have settled; the laller, want your directions about.
It appears there has been money sent to the different Coun-
ty Committees for the one-half bounty; but as the company
is not more th<\n one half full, there must be money yet
remaining in the hands of the Committee which I think it
would be best to draw out, and settle their bounty there; for
while money is continually advanced to different Commit-
tees and persons, it will be impossible for me ever to get the
publick accounts settled.

I am, sir, your very humble servant,
COMFORT SANDS.

To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., President of the Conven-
tion of New- York.

JOHANNES SLEGHT TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Kingston, 5th November, 1776.

SIR: The necessitous cries and lamentations of the good
people of this and the neighbouring townships, for the want
of salt, is the occasion of my troub]ing the honourable Con-
vention with these few lines. I am credibly informed that
Albany and Dutchess have a considerable quantity of this
necessary article in some of their stores, to supply the wants
of their inhabitants, but I don't know of a single bushel to
be had in our end of this County, although there are a great
number who have not so much to salt a pound of butter.
I am, therefore, desired to acquaint your honourable House
of this, and beg the favour of you to grant us some relief if
possible.

I am, gentlemen, in behalf of a number of the inhabitants
of this and the neighbouring townships, your obedient and
most humble servant, J SOHANNES LEIGHT.

To the President of the Convention of the State of New-
York.

JAMES YANCEY TO THE COMMITTEE OF HENNINGTON.

Mount Independence, 5th November, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Your favour of the :l4th October, per Mr.
Crain, I received, and observed the contents. General
Gates, on my request, discharged the number of men agree-
able to your desire, for the purpose of forwarding provisions.
I shan apply forassistancein mendingthe roads; doubt not
it may be completed.

Your favour of the :l8th same month, was handed me
yesterday. I ha"e sent men to Skeensborough to receive
your flour, give receipts, and forward it to me. You will
please to direct a1l the flour to be delivered to Messrs. Gore
and Crain, assistants to me, they being appointed for that
purpose.

I have sent you, by Mr. Clark, one thousand dollars, and
as soon as can be, will wait on you with more cash. Would
have sent you more at this time, but wait for a supply from
the Paymaster. My business being in some confusion,
owing to hurry, prevented my being with you before this.
I hope we may be enabled to establish a further correspon-
dence with your people. The particular attention you pay
for the welfare of your country demands its most cordial
thanks for tbe same. General Gates directs to return you
his sincere thanks for your good attention to the supply of
the Army.

I have communicated your letter to Congress, as two of
the members were with me csinceyour first letter. Sbou]d
be glad toknow what quantity of flour you can be able to
supply between this and the spring. As I may make pro-
vision for establishing a magazine there, your answer upon
this head should be glad to receive as soon as possible. It
will suit me best to see YOll; which shall endeavour to do
as soon as I can get my hurry of business a little over.

I am, gentlemen, with all the sincerity of a candid heart,
your obliged friend and most humble servant,

JAS. YANCEY.
To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety and Supplies

for the town of Bennington.

GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL SCHPYLER.

Tyonderoga, 5 November, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Within this hour I received your favour of
,the :ld instant, from Albany. The bearer will acquaint you
with the particulars of the enemy's retreat from Crown PoiTlt.
Sir John Johnson escaped with them. His Indians abso-
]utely refused General Carleton to stay any longer up the
lake, so you may sleep at ease respecting the Mohawk
river. Let tbe Tory inhabitants of Tryon County know
that I will send Captain Whitcombe and one hundreomen
to whip them into obedience the moment they are refractory.
I impatiently wait the confirmation of the good news you
sent me of the action near the White-Plains. Pray forward
the nails, the clothing, the flour, &c., &c., as fast as you
can by both communications.

I am, dear General, your affectionate, humble servant,
HORATIO GATES.

To Major-General &huyler.

ISAAC PIERCE TO CAPTAIN GEERS.

Head-Quarters, Ticonderoga, November 5, 1776.

SIR: It is General Gates's orders that you immediately
repair with the bearer, Lieutenant T/mrbcr, to Ticonderoga,
bringing with you all the money you had in your possession
belonging to Colonel Bedefs regiment. Herein fail not at
your peril.

I am, sir, your humble servant,
ISAAC PEIRCE, Aid-de-Camp.

To Captain Sltubael Geers, at Number Four.

P. S. Such goods in your possession belonging to the
regiment must immediately be delivered to the Chairman of
the Committee of Safety at Number J!'our,who will forward
them to this camp as soon as the road~will permit. I. P.

----
GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Ticonderoga, 5th November, 1776.

SIR: I have the honour to send your Excellency a copy
of my letter by the bearer, Major Stuart, to the Pre~ident
of the Congres~.

General Schuyler has this morning inrormed me of the
rumour of an action near the 1J1hite-Plains. I hope soon
to felicitate your Excellency npon having concluded your
campaign in the most brilliant and triumphant manner.

I am, sir, your Excellency's most obliged and most obe-
dient, humble servant, H GORATIO ATES.
His Excellency General Washington.

GENERAL GATES TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 15th.]

Ticonderoga, November 5th, 1776.

SIR: I have the honour to congratulate the Congre~s
upon the retreat of Lieutenant-G~neral Sir GIf.J Carleton)
with the fleet and army under his command, tram Crown
Point. Saturday last, the works being put into the best
order, the boom and bridge of communication finished, and
every necessary preparative for defence made, I determined
to send a detachment down each side of the lake, to beat
up the enemy's quarters at their advanced post on Putnam's
Point and the opposite shore. About eight at night, the
detachment, under the command of Major Delap, proceeded
down the east side of the lake, and the other, under Colonel
Connor, down the west side. Sunday morning. Major
Delap, with his detachment, took possession of Putnam's
Point, which tbe enemy had just abandoned, and imme-
diately detached a subaltern with a small party to recon-
noitre Crown Point. The officer having returned, reported
that he saw the enemy embark, a number of their vessels
under sail, and the whole preparing to get under way.
Colonel Connor, on taking possession of the post opposite
to Putnam's POillt, found that likewise abandoned. Yes-
terday, an officer and a party whom I sent to Crown Point
returned, and reported he had been at Crown Point, with
the inhabitants there; that the enemy were all gone from
that post, and the inhabitants would COlne this day to Ti-
conderoKa, to make their submission, and beg the protection
of the United States.
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I cannot help observing here, that the removal of our
Army from Crown Point to Ticonderoga was a most for-
tunate and salutary measure; for had it continued at Crown
Point after the disaster that befeJl our fleet, the enemy
miaht have cut off all our reSOUl'ces,by stationing their fleet
ab~ve the point. Desperate must then have been the sitUa-
tion of our Army.

I have the honour to be, your Excellency's most obedient,
humble servant, HORATIOGATES.
His Excellency John Hancock, Esq.

P. S. This will be delivered to YOllr Excellency by my
first Aid-de-Camp, Major Stuart, a deserving officer.

LIST OF THE WANTS OF THE NORTHERN ARMY.

Twenty-five hundred officers and soldiers for the winter
garrison of Tyonderoga and Mount Independence.

Twenty-five hundred officers and soldiers to be cantoned
upon the MolLOckand Hudson's rivers, Albany therein il1-
eluded. '

Two larue floating batteries to be prepared to be built,
one to cove~ the boom, the other, the bridge offcornmunica-
tion, and to rake the bay on the south side of Tyonderoga.

Twenty good iron eighteen-pounders,to be sent from
Salisbury works as soon as the snow will answer to trans-
port them.

Ten brass 6-inch howitzers, with sheJls and a proper
attirai1.

A plan of a good fort upon Mount Independence, to be
fixed upon and approved.

As there is an excellent bridge built over Otter Creek, at
Rutland, and a good road cut from Mount Independence,
abundant supplies might, in the winter, be thrown in from
the Eastern governments by that road.

The recruiting the new establishment to be pushed with
vigour, when the money wanted"and voted the 21st October
arl'lves.

The General Hospital for the future to be upon Mount
Independence, except in case of contagious diseases; then,
that at Fort George to be used.

A quantity of vegetables and anti-scorbutics should be
sent to Tyonderoga as soon as possible, as the scurvy is apt
to be fatal there in the spring of the year without such
remedies.

GENERAL ORDERS-NORTHERN ARMY.

Head-Q.uarters, October 14, 1776.

(Parole, WaterbuT1J.) (Countersign, Wiggl..wort".)

Lieutenant Peter Hughes, of the First Battalion of Penn-
sylvanians, is appointed Aid-de-Camp to :Major-General
Gates, during the absence of Major Walter Stewart.

As every regiment and corps are well acquainted with
tbeir alarm posts, the General expects the troops will be
alert in marching to support the works they are severally
intended to defend. He has the utmost dependence upon the
bravery and fidelity of the whole Army, and believes when
called to action they will show themselves worthy of the
noble cause they are engaged to defend. He returns his
thanks to General Arnold, and the officers, seamen, and
marines of the fleet for the gallant defence they made against
the great superiority of the enemy's force. Such magnani-
mous behaviour wiII establish the fame of the American
arms throughout the globe.

Captain-Lieutenant Gibbs Jones is to take the command
of the artillery upon the side of ~[ount Independence.
_ Officer of the day for Ticonderoga to-morrow,Colonel
Wheelock: Brigade-Major, Ryan.

Officer of the day for }}Jount Independence, Colonel
Wyngate. Brigade-Major, First Brigade.

Head-Q.Qarters, October 15, 17i6.
(Parole,Washington.) (Countersign,-.)

As there are not intrenching tools sufficient to employ
tbe whole of the men off duty, the General expects that the
commandin!T officers of regiments will order one third of
their men ;ff duty to be paraded at seven o'clock every
mornin!T for fatiaue, who are to be kept constantly at work. 0 0 . .
until ten in tbe forenoon; one thu'd more to rcbe\'e the

fil'Stparty at ten, who are to work till one in the afternoon;
.the other third to relieve the second party at one, and work

till five in the evening. This order to be constantly and
regularly obeyed until countermanded.

The General is very unhappy to see the want of that
spirit, alertness, and industry so necessary for the immediate
cOlnpl~tionof the forts and redollbts,"prevail so shamefully
in this Army. The fleet have acted a noble part. Let it
not be said hereafter that the cause of all America was in-
jured by the supineness of the Northern Army.

Captain-Lieutenant Jones, of the Artillery, will return to
the side of Ticonderoga, and Major BiggalollJ, being recov-
ered of his indisposition, wi\] resume the command of the
Artillery upon ltlount Independence.

Field Officer of the day for Ticonderoga, Lieutenant-
Colonel Ogden. Brigade-Major of the day, Browne.

Field Officer for ltlount Independence, Colonel Swift.
Brigade-Major, Second Brigade.

The guard heretofore kept in the trench lines is to be
advanced in fi'ont of the works to an eminence which will
be shown them by Colonel Wayne and ColonelDe Haas.

Head-Quarters, October 16, 1776.
(Parole, Falmout".) (Countersign, Exet )

At a General Court of the Line, of which Brigadier-Gen-
eral St. Clair was President, Captains Jonathan and John
Fassett, Lieutenant Rufus Perry, Jon[1than Wright, and
Matthew Lyon, were tried for deserting their post on Onion
river, without being attacked or forced by the enemy, and
without orders.

The Court having duly considered the evidences for and
against the prisonel'S,al'e of opinion that Captain Jonathan
Fassett, Captain John Fassett, Lieutenant Jonathan 1Vright,
and Matthew Lyon, are guilty of deserting their post with-
out orders, or without being attacked or forced by the enemy;
and that they are also, with Lieutenant Rufus Perry, guilty
of a breach of the sixth article of war, and do adjudge that
the said Jonathan Fassett and John Fassett, Lieutenant
Wright, and Lieutenant Rufus Perry, and Lieutenant ftfat-
thew Lyon, be cashiered, forfeit all their pay, (to be appro-
priated towards making good the damages sustained by the
inhabitants on Onion river on account of their unso]dierlike
retreat,) and that they be, and that each of them are, hereby
declared to be incapable of ever hereafter holding any mili-
tary commissions01'employments in the service of the United
States of America, and that their names and crimes be pub-
lished in the newspapers,

Sergeant Phineqs Ripley, Corporal Jno. Whitley, Jabez
Arnstead, Reuben Baker, John Welsh, Samuel ~j'mith,Dan-
iel Adam,~, Constant Reynolds, Zephaniah Holmes, Jona-
than Carey, George Oids, Rufus Bates, Azariah Brooks,
E. Starkweather, William Houlad, Stephen Holmes, Amos
Fassett, Benjamin Hollnes, Ephraim Smith, and Edward
Turner, were tried by the same General Court-Martial, for
mutiny. The Court, after due deliberation, are of opinioll
that Corporal Whitely, J. Amstead, R. Baker, J. Welsh,
S. Smith, C. Reynolds, G. Olds, R. Bates, A. Brooks,
E. Starkwethr:r, W. Houlad, S. Holmes, A. Fassett, B.
Holmes, J. Carey, and E. Turner, are guilty of mutiny, and
that P. Ripley, D. Adams, Z. Holmes, and E. Smith, are
not guilty; and do adjudge Corporal Whitly to be reduced
to the ranks arid receive thirty-nine lashes on bis bare back;
Amos Fassett thirty-nine lashes; Samud Sn.~iththirty-nine
lashes; and be all imprisoned one week picking oakum; the
others to receive each twenty lashes on their bare back, at
such p]ace as the General may appoint, and be kept one
week picking oakum.

The General approves the above sentences, and orders
those relating to the officers to take pl.ace immediately;
those on the soldiers to be put in execution-that is, the cor-
poral punishment at guard-relieving to-morrow in the fmt;
after tbat the Deputy Quartermaster-General will direct their
employment.

The General Court-Martial of which General St. Clair
was President, is dissolved.

Field Officer of the day to-morr()wfor Ticonderoga, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Craig. Brigade-Major of the day, Ryan.

F;eld Officer for Mount Independence, Colonel .l.7J1ott.
Brigade-Major of the day, Howell. .
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Head-Quarters, October 17, 1776.
(Parole, ftfontgomenJ.) (Countersign, Essex.)

The Commissary is immediately to issue one half gill of
rum to e\'cry non-commissioned officer and soldier now in
camp; and should the bad weather continue until evening,
he is then to issue one half gill more.

A detachment of a Captain, three Subs, three Se.rgeants,
and one hundred rank and file, to parade as soon as possible,
from Colonel Brewer's and Co]onel TVillard's regiments,
with axes, who are to proceed to cut down the trees across
the Crown-Point road.

The Quartermaster of each regiment to deliver the spare
teuts belonging to tbeir respective corps to Co]onellWorgan
Lewis, Deputy Quartermaster-General, at four o'clock this
afternoon. Colonel Lewis will give his receipt for the
same.

Mr. Robert Hops isappointed Quartermaster of the Sixth
Battalion of Pennsylvanians, in place of 1\11'.Nichols, en-
gaged with tbe Commissary.

l\h. John King is appointed an Ensign in the same battal-
ion, in place of Ensign McCoy, dead.

Field Officer of the day to-morrow fOl'Ticonderoga, Co]-
onel Ab. Brown. Brigade-Major, Brown.

Fidd Officer for ftfount Independence, Lieutenant-Colonel
Marsh. Brigade-Major, First Brigade.

Head-Quarters, October 18, 1776.
(Parol., Jeney.) (Count.rsign, Dye.)

The Commissary to supply all the empty casks he has in
store, that will hold water, to such regiments as have not
water convenient to their alarm posts. These to be kept
titled with fresh water, that the troops may have a supply
ready when wanted. A quantity of rum to be also at hand,
to ee delivered according to orders.

As the enemy can have no reasonable hope of defeating
this Army unless the troops posted in the redonbts and the
advanced guards suffer themselves to be surprised, the Gen-
eral strongly recommends it to all officers and soldiers to
exert their utmost vigilance whilst upan duty, never omitting
the smallest attention to every approach of an enemy, and
constantly giving the most vigorous opposition to all their
attempts.

Co]onel Maxwelfs regiment is without delay to join Co]-
onel Winds's regiment on the side of Tyconderoga. The
most proper ground for their encampment wj]Jbe shown
them by the Deputy Quartermaster-General.

.

The Coml11issaryto issue one half gill of rum to every
oon-commissioned officer and soldier now in camp, at one
o'clock this afternoon.

The General expects an exact obedience to the, order of
yesterday respecting the delivery of all the spare tents to
the Quartermaster-General. Only two .regiments have as
yet done their duty according to that order-St. Clair's and
(late) Bedel's.

Field Officer of the day to-morrow, Lieutenant~Colonel
Leonard. Brigade-Major, Ryan.

Field Offi.cerfor frlount Independen(;e,Lieutenant-Co]one]
Shreve; Brigade-Major, Second Brigade. -

The Commissary is to deliver fi\'e sheep to each regiment
to-morrow morning, as early as possible. The Artillery and
corps of Artificers to recei ve four sheep each. They are to
be reckoned in the allowance of provisions at their estimated
weig,ht.

The seamen belonging to the late gondola Providence are
ordered to join the immediately, under Captain Sim-
monds, on Ticonderoga.

The guards to have one half gill of rum, iss!Jcd at sllnset,
.to every non-cQmmissionedofficer and soldier now upon
duty.

Head-Quarters, October 19, 1776.
(Parole, -.) (Counlersign,_.)

Lieutenant-Colonel Baldwin, First Engineer, will take the
direction of the works upon the side of Tycondcroga, with
the following Assistants under him: Major Paine, Captain
Newlalld, Lieutenant Dollar, RndEnsign Parrit. -

Lieutenant-Colone] Pallisicr, Second Engineer, will take
the direction of the works lipan the side Qf lUount Indepen-
dence, with the following Assistants under him: Captain
Patterson, Mr. Delazeeue, and any two other gentlemen
that the Colonels upon that side sball recommend.

FIFTH SERIES.- V OL. III.

This arrangement being settled, and the particular works
to be completed determined upon, the General bas no doubt
but tbe necessary preparations for a vigorous defence will
be made, with that animated zeal becoming soldiers who are
also free citizens of America.

Such non-commissioned officers and soldiers whose arms
ba ve been wet by tbe late bad weather and cannot be drawn,
are to be drawn up in squads in proper places half an hour
before sunset, and there discharged.

The regiments who want ammunition may be supplie~d by
appl ying to Co]onel Trumbull, Deputy Adjutant-General.

The Commissary is to deliver all the empty flollr casks
and hogsheads on this side the lake, to the OI'der of Colonel
Anthony Wayne, who will be directed where to place them.

The troops to ha ve two days' pl'Ovisionsconstantly ready
dressed, until further orders.

A II the spears that can be spared from the vessels, to be
delivered for the defence of the French lines and redoubts.

The commanding officer of the Arti]lery will prov~ and
scale such guns as want it, at the same time as the musketry
are to fire.

Field Officer of the day for to-morrow for Ticonderoga,
Lieutenant-Colonel Benj. Browne. Briaade-Major, Ryan.

Field Officer for j}Iount Independence t~-morrow, Lieuten-
ant-Co]onel Conner. Brigade-l\b jor- Howell.

Head-Quarters, Ticonderoga, October 20, 1776.
(Parole, Warren.) (Counter<ign, Charlesto.n.)

The station of the Principal and Assistant Enaineers bein"
fixed by yesterday's orders, no person is to dil~ct any ne;
works, or the repairing any oJd ones, without first receiving
the Engineer's appl'Obationand orders for the same.

As it is uncertain on which of our posts the enemy
may make their principal attack, tbe Genera] desires and
expects tbat the officers and men fit for duty in the regi-
ments on botb sides the lake, will hold themselves in instant
readiness to march or embark for whatever part of the camp
may need their support.

Adjutant Hunt, of late Bond's regiment, is ordered to do
the duty of Major of Brigade to the F'irst Brigade on Mount
Independence, during the sickness of Major Stoddard.

Adjutant Walker is to do tbe duty for the Second Bri-
gade, in the absence of Major Rice.

Fie]d Officer for Mount Independence to-morrow, Lieu-
tenant-Colone] Center., Brigade-Major, First Brigade.

Field Officer for Ttconderoga, Licutenant-Colonel Rob-
erts. Brigade-Major, Ryan.

Head-Quarters, October 21, 1776.
(Parole, Oneiaa.) (Countersign, Kirklana.)

Tbe following arrangement.sof the Surgeons of the Army
are to take place in case of action, viz: Doctors Kennedy,
Barnet, Taylor, Thacher, Silsby, Packer, to attend at the
old fort, with their Mates. Doctors Johnson, Holmes,
Allison, H~arvey,and Stewart, with their Mates, to attend
at tbe place appointed, near Colonell¥aync's marquee with
all their instruments. '

All the Surgeonsand Mates on 1J[ountIndependence to
attend Doctor Potts, at the Genera] Hospital on the Mount.

Colonel M.axwell's battalion is to join and do duty with
Genera] St. Clair's brigade.

Mr. William JJ1d{indry is appointed Adjntant of Colonel
rVheeloc7c's regiment, in place of Adjutant I'rotting1tam, reo
signed.

A guard of a Sergeant and twelve privates to mount this
evening over the batteaus which are placedin the cove un-
dfr Mount Independence, on the westside. This auard will
suffer no boat to be taken without a written orde~ fa'om tho
commanding officer of a brigade, fa'om Head~Quarters, tho
Quartermaster-General,or his Assistant.

Officer of the day for Ticondero(ra to-morrow Major
De Hart. Brigade-Major, Brown.

.::J ,

Officer of tbe day for _~fOUflt L!dependence, Lieutenant
Colonel.Starr. Brigade-:\Iajor, Walker.

Head-Quarters, October 22, 1776.
(Parole, C(~diz.) . (Countersign, Spain.)

. Captain Tobias F'ernald, of C:0l~npJPhinney's regiment,
ISordered to do the duty of MajOr tn that reaimcnt in the
absence of Major Brown, sick. 0'

34
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\Vhene\'er an action harrens on the Ticonderogaside,
the wounded, after being dressed at tbe places appointed
in yesterday's orders, ar~ to be carried to Doctor Potts, at
the General Hospital on the 1Hollnt. Boats will be kept
consta'ntly rear1y at the carpenter's shop for Ihispurpose,
layillrr in tbe cove.

C(~onel Ma,'"Cwell's,Colone1 Wayne's, and Colonel Hart-
ley's regiments, are to furnish Major Stevens, of Artillery,
each ten men with a non-commissioned officel', for tbe Ar-
tillery service~ General Bricket's brigade will likewise
furnish thirty men and an officer, fOt" the same purpose.
They are to bring their camp-kettlcs from the regiments.
Tents will be furnished from store.

The two Jersey battalions are to do fatigue duty in corn-
man with the other battalions of the brigade, but their men
are to be employed in their own alarm post, only except
the parties wanted for the Artillery and Quartermaster-
General.

Field Officer of the day to-morrow for Ticonderoga,
Major Butler, Brigade-Major, Ryan. .

Field Officer on ltlount lndependence, LIeutenant-Colo-
nel ~Worthington. Brigade-Major, Howell.

Head-Quarters, October 23, 1776.

(Pa.role, France.) (Countersign, Paris.)

A Genenl Court-Martial /i'om the two brigades of Gen-
erals St. Clair and Brickett, to sit to-morrow moming, at
tbe President's tent, for the trial of such prisonersas may be
broll'fht before them. President, Lieutenant-Colonel Craig;
twel~e members, Captains.

Officer of the day to-morrow for Ticonderoga,Major P.
Frazier. BI;(fade-Major, Browne.

Field Office~on lHount Independence, Major Sherburne.
Brigade-~L~or, Hunt.

Head-Quarters, October 24, 1776.
(Parole,Ferdinand.) (Counter~ign,Brunswick.)

The commanding officers of regiments are directly to
dm w for one quarter of a pound of buckshot for every man
fit fOl' dll!Y in their respective corps.

The honourable the Conrr\'ess of the Unitea States have,
for the reward and enCOlll';rrement of ever y' non-commis-o

d
.

sioned officer and soldier who shalJ engage to serve urmg
the war further resolved to rrive , over and above the bount y, M .
of twenty doll~rs annually to each man? one complete SUIt

of clothinff, wfuch for the pI'esent year IS to consist of two
linen hun~inrr-shirts, two pair of stockings, two pair of shoes,
two pair of oOveralls,a leathern or woole,n jacket with s]ee~es,
one pair of breeches, and one leathern cap or hat, amountmg
in the whole to the value of twenty d01lars, or that sum to .
be paid to each soldiel' wb~ sha1\ procure those articles f?r
himself, and produce a certIficate thereof from the Captam
of the company to which he belongs, to the Paymaster of
the rerriment. This noble bounty of forty doJlars and one
hundr~d acres of land at the end of the war, is such an
ample and generous gratuity fro~ the ~niteq ,S'fates, that
the General is convinced no A:nencan will hesItate to enroll
himself to defend his country and posterity from every
attempt of tyranny to enslave it.

Officer of the day for Ticonderoga to-morrow, Major
Stacey. Brigade-Major, Ryan.

Officer for Mount Independence, Major Cilly. Brigade
Major, Walker.

Head-Quarters, October 25, 1776.
(Paro]e,The State,,) (Countersign,Indepcndmce.)

Seraeant Abraham Dull is appointed an Ensign in the
Second B1ttalion of Pennsylvanians, in place of Ensign
Ross resigned.

Field Oificer of the day to-morrow for lUaunt Indepen-
dence, Major Hale. Brigade-Major, Howell.

Field Officer for Ticonderoga, MajO\' Rogers. Brigade-
Major, Browne.

Head-Quarters, October 26, 1776.

(Parole, Grafton.) (Counter.,Ign, Conway.)

Lieutenant-Colonel Baldwin, Engineer for the side of
TyconderoSia, and Lieutenant-Colonel Palissier for the side

of 1~Io!lnt Independence, are every day at eleven o'clock to
send a sirrned detail of the works to be carried on, and theo

numbers wanted for the execution thereof, to Colonel
Trumbnll, Deputy Adjutant-General.

In case of a general alarm, one gun wiJl be fired from the
Jersey redoubt, to be answered by one gun {i'om the main
battery in the French Jines; which is to be answered by one
glln from the upper redoubt upon "'11ountIndependence,
when every regiment and corps are to repair to their proper
alarm post. The commanding officer of Artillery on each
side is to take care that a man is constantly ready, in
the different redoubts, to gire the signals.

Brirradier-General Arnold will take command of a1\ the
troopso and redoubts on tbe flat ground north of Ticonde-
roga, and of the vessels wbich guard the boom, the stone
redoubts upon the Point inclnded.

Brigadier-General St. Clair will take the command of
the Prench lines, advanced posts, and work in tbe rear of
the French lines.

Brigadier-General Brickett wiII post himself in tbe old
fort, and bave the defence of the covert way and works
depending thereon.

The brigades on ]tlount Independence, upon the signals
of a general alarm being fired, to repair to their respective
alarm posts and receive and obey the orders of Colonel
Stark, Colonel Patterson, and Colonel Poor. The brigade
late General Arnold's, is to be joined by Colonel .Mott's
and Colonel Sw~ft's regiments of Militia, and to be under
the command of Colonel Poor.

Fatigue parties at Ticonderoga to-morrow:
General St. Clair's brigade, 3 Captains, 6 Lieutenants,

9 Sergeants, 9 Corporals, 6 Drums, 150 Privates, for the
Engineer.

General Brickett's brigade, 5 Captains, lOLieutena~ts,
15 Sergeants, 15 Corporals, 10 Drums, 250 Privates, for
the Engineer.

Quartermaster-General's party as usual.
On Mount-Independence:
First, or Colonel Poor's brigade, 3 Captains, 6 Lieuten-

ants, 9 Sergeants, 9 Corporals, 6 Drums, 140 Privates,
the Engineer.

Second, or Colonel Patterson's brigade, 3 Captains, 6
Lieutenants, 9 Sergeants, 9 Corporals, 6 Drums, J50 Pri-
vates, the Engineer. ,

Third, or Colonel Stark's brigade, 8 Captains, 16 Lieu-
tenants, 24 Sergeants, 24 Corporals, 12 Drums, 300 Pri-
vates, to attend Colonel Poor's, for the bridge.

Field Officer of the day for Ticonderoga, Colonel De
Hrws. Brigade-Major, Ryan.

Field Officer on Mount Independence, Major Loring.
Brigade-Major, Hunt.

Head-Quarters, October 27,1776.
(Parole, Glover.) (Countersign, Reed.)

All the troops off duty to be under arms at one o'clock
at their respective alarm posts, when, upon a signal givcn
by the firing a cannon from tbe northeast angle of the covert
way of the old fort, the whole wiJl give three cheers for the

glorious sucecss with which it has pleased Providence to
bless the arms of the United States on the 18th instant, in
defeating the Army of the enemy near East-Chester.

As the enemy's attack will most probably be rash and
sudden, the General earnestly recommends to every com-

manding otilcer of a regiment, party, post, or detachment,
to be deliberate and cool in suffering his men to fire, never
aJlowing them to throwaway their shot in a random, un-
soldierlike manner. One close, well-directed fire, at the dis-
tance of eight or ten rods, wilJ do more towards defeating
the enemy tban all the scattered, random shot, fired in a
whole day. The commanding officers of ArtiIJery will (five
proper directions in this respect 10 all und(>r his comm~nd.
The good effects of a due obsen'ance of this order wiIJ, with
the favour of Heaven, secure the victory.

The Commissary to issue one half gin of rum to evel')'
non-commissione? officer and soldier fit for duty in camp,
;1t two o'clock this afternoon.

All officers who mount guards are to appear on the brirrade
parade with the men wbo mount, and to be marched ~ith
them to tbe grand parade.

The corps wbo have not drawn their buckshot, agreeably
to the orders of the 24th instan1:, are to send in their returns
immediately, and recei\'e the Same. Each corps wiJl like-
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wise make returns instantly of the number of cartridges
wanting to complete to thirty rounds.

Fie]d Officer for Ticonderoga to-morrow, Colonellrlax.
well. Brigade-Major,Brown. . .

Field Officer for .Mount Independence, lVIaJorSedgwIck.
Bri~ade-Major, Tfalker.

Detai]s of fatigue:

GeneralSt. Clair'sBrigade, -
General Brickett's Brigade, -

C. L. S.
369
246

C. D.
9 6
6 4

p,
110
115

-
the Engineers.

5 10 1515 10 285 for

Head-Quarters, October 28, 1776.
(Paro!e, York.) (Countersign, Victory.)

In case of a general attack, the Artificers are, upon an
order uiven by the Chief Engineer and Quartermaster-Gen.
eral i~lmediately to join their respective regiments.

The advanced gu~rds and the new advanced posts to be
increased as General St. Clair will direct. One half the
troops will be alert all night, the other half ready to repair
to their alarm posts when com~anded. .

Major Vermanet and Captam de la lI-Iarqznse a,re ap-
pointed Assistant Engineers, and are to be under Lleuten.
ant-Colonel Palissier, Chief Engineer.

Faticrue on both sides as yesterday.
Offi;er of the day for Ticonderoga to-morrow, Colonel

Wynds. Brigade-Major,Ryan. .
Officerof the day on the Jl:lount, ColonelPhumey. Bri.

gade-Major, Hunt.

Head-Quarters, October 29, 177G.
(Parole, Dresden.) (Counter>ign, Naples.)

The General returns his thanks to the officers and soldiers
of the whole Army for the alert and spirited manner with
which they prepared to face the enemy yesterday, and par-
ticularly to the regiments of Reed, Poor, and Greaton,for
the despatch they made in cr?ssing the lake imm.ediateJy
upon their being O!'deredto remforce the French hnes and
redoubts.

The reaiments' abstracts for the month of October to be
made Ollt~nd sent to the Paymaster-General on Saturday
mornmg.

Field Officer of day for Ticonderoga to-morrow, Colonel
Wayne. Brigade-Major, Browne.

Officer of the day for Mount Independence, Colonel Wyn-
gate. Brigade-Major, Walker. .

After Orders, four o'clock.-At.a ~eneral ~ourt-Marti~l,
of which Lieutenant-Colonel Crazg IS PresIdent, Captam
Daniels; of Colonel Wheelock's regiment, was tried for neg-
lect of duty on his post. The Court, on exar:ninat~on of
the evidences, adjudge that the neglect was entirely m the
sentries and therefore acquit him with honour.

Lieu;enant Whitney, of the same regiment, tried by the
same General Court-Martial for neglect of duty on guard,
is found !'uilty, and sentenced to be cashiered and rendered
forever lI~fit for servinO' in the American Army as an officer.

A General Court-lVlartial from three brigades on J1Iount
Independence, to sit ta-morro~ morning at t.he President's
tent at nine o'clock, for the trial of such pl']SOners as may
be brou,r[Jt before them. President, Colonel Phinney.
Member;: Two Field Officers and ten Captains. Judge
Advocate from the Second Brigade.

Fatiaue on both sides the same as yesterday.
'"

Head-Quo.rters, October 30, 1776.
(P'aro]e, ~[orris.) (Countersign, Mercer.)

FO!' the future every recommendation for a discharge of
a sick or infirm soldier' must be signed by Doctor Potts, the
Director of the Hospital, instead of the Regimental Surgeon
as heretofore.

Field Officer of the day for' Ticonderoga to-morrow,
Colonel Woodbridge. Brigade-Major, Ryan.

Field Officer of the day for Mount Indcpendence, Colonel
Wyman. Brigade-Major, Howell.

After Orders.- The Commissary is. e~'ery evening to
issue half gill of rum for each non-commlssIon.ed officet',~nd
soldier fit for duty to the Quartermasters of regIments. I he
Quartermasters will issue it .to the men at their alarm posts
in the morning.

l:Ieo.d-Quart~rs, Octob~r 3 I, 177G.
(Parole, Putnam.) (Countorsign, Lee.)

The Commissary is for the filture to issue on!' pound all?
a half of beef to each man, and one pound of flour, unlll
further orders. The deficiencies of the rations hitherto
issued by the Commissary are to be made good and paid by
him as soon as the demand can be adjusted.

Field Officer -of the day to-morrow for Ticonderoga,
Colonel Whedock. Brigade-Mojor, Ryan.

Field Officer on ~Mount Independcnce, Colonel Swif!.
Brigade-Major, Hunt.

Faticrue to-morrowan this side, the same as tbis day: On
11IountIndependence, one hundred and forJy,. with officers,
from the First BriO'ade; one hundred and fifty fi'om the
Second, and fifty fro~n tbe Third, to attend the Engineers at
the Battery at eight o'clock.

H~ai!-Quarters, November 1,1776.
(Paro]e, Boston.) (Countersign, Ward.)

The troops are immediately to get three days' provisions
ready dressed.

.

Officer of the day for Ticonderoga, Colonel Wiggles-
worth. Brigade-Major, Bl'own.

Officer of the day for Mount Independence, Colonel j}Iotf.
Brigade-Major of the day, Walker.

Head-Quarters, November 2d, 177G.
(Parole, S~ogden.) (Countcrsjgn, Clymc'r.)

The regiments of Reed, Greaton, and Poor, are imme-
diately upon a general alarm to repair to TicondeTOga.

Colonel Dayton's regiment are to occupy the Old Fort,
and such regiments who have sick there must remove them
as soon as possible.

Captain John B, Scott, of Colonel Maxwell's regiment,
tried by the General Court-Martial of which Lieutenant-
Colonel Craig is President, "for defrauding the United
States of AmeTica, by presenting a full pay-ro]] and receiving
the pay accordingly, for ungentJemanJike conduct in extort-
ing some extraordinary prices for some articles purchased for
his men, and for discharging soldiers without the Colonel's
leave." The Court, on considE'ring, find Captain Scott guilty
of defrauding the Continent, by presenting a fu]] pay-roll,
drawing the pay accordingly, and also of ungent]emanJike
behaviour in extorting extraordinary prices for some articles
purchased for his men, and do sentence him to be cashiered,
and repay the overplus money contained in the pay-ro]].

Captain Parker, Lieutenant Cheney, and Lieutenant
Osburn, of Colonel Reed's regiment, tried for disobedience
of orders, are found not guilty, and accordingly acquitted
with honour.

The General approves the above sentences, and orders
them to take place immediately; as likewise the sentences
on Captain Daniels and Lieutenant Whitney, which were
entered in the orders of the 29th ultimo, and omitted to be
approved at that time, are to take place immediately.

John Brown, soldier of Captain j}[eeker's company, in
Colonel Wynds's regiment, tried by the same General Court-
Martial for mutiny, is found guilty, and sentenced to receive
seventy-eigbt lashes on his bare back.

The General approves the sentence, and orders it to be
executed at such time and place as the commanding omcer
of the rE'giment thinks proper.

Fatigue to-morrow:

From Gt'neral St. Clair's Brigade,
From General Brickett's Brigade,

C. L. S.
369
246

C. D. P.
9 6 150
6 4 100

------
5 10 15 15 10 Q50

Fatigue on the Mount the same as was ordered the 31st.
Officer of the day for Ticonderoga to-morrow, Lieuteuant-

ColonelIrvine; Brigade-lVL~or,Ryan. .
OtJicer of ~he dar for JJ10unt Independence, Licutenant-

CoJonel1Harch; Bngade-Major, Howell.

Head-Quarters, November 3,1776,
(Countersign, New~Hamp:;hire.)

appointed an Ensign in Co!ond
(Parole, Mflssachu'sett$.)

James ftlorl'is Jones is
DeHaas's battalion.

At a General Court-Martial of the three brigades on
.



535 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., NOVEMBER, i776. 536

Mount Independence, of which Colonel Phinney is Presi-
dent, lHichaellUcGee, a soldier of Captain Downs's com-
pany, in Colonel Burrell's regiment, was tried for abusing
and threatenin!1 the life of Allen 1J;[cDonald, an inhab-
itant, is found °not guilty, a,nd therefore acquitted by this
Court.

Ebenezer Foot and George Trason, soldiers in Colonel
Burrell's recriment,triedby the sameGeneral Court-Martial,
in leavinO" ~heir posts when on sentry and getting asleep,
are both found guilty of a breach of the twenty-third article
of the rules and regulations of the Arm~y,and sentenced to
be whipped,each twenty lashes on tbe bare back.

Lieutenant' Wallingsfield, of Colonel Wingate's regiment,
tried by the same COllrt above-mentioned, "for ungentle-
manlike behaviour, in complaining that Captain Badger h~d
cheated bis men, for encouraging tbe desertion of Damel
Rand, and for leaving his arrest." The Court having con-
sidered the evidences in the case, are of opinion tbat Lieu-
tenant Wallingsf01"d is guilty of a breach of the f~rty-ninth
and fiftieth articles of war, and sentence bim to be discharged
from t he service.

Tbe General approves all tbe above sentences, and orders
that they may take place immediately.

Officer of the day to-morrow for Ticonderoga, Lieutenant-
Colonel Shreve; Brirrade-Major, Brown.

Officel" of the day for tbe 1J;Iount,Lieutenant-Colonel
Buell; Brigade-Major, Hunt.

Working partiesas yesterday.

Head-Quarters, November 4th, 1776.
(Parole, Williamsburg,) (Countersign,Virginia.)

Field Officer of the day to-morrow for Ticonderoga,
Lieutenant-Colonel A. Brown; Brigade-Major, Ryan.

Field Officer of the day for Mount Independence, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Center; Brigade-Major Walker.

Fatigue parties as pel' yesterday's orders.

Head-Quarters, November 5,1776.
(Parole, Cha,'lestoum,) (Countersign,Carolina,)

Colonel Wynds is ordered 10 prepare to embark to-morrow
mornin!1 for Skeensborough, with such officers, non-com-
mission~d officers and soldiers of the First New-Jersey bat-
talion, whose times of inlistment are expired, and who are
desirous of being immediately discharged. They will em-
bark at eight o'clock, five men in each boat. They are to
return in all the ammunition that has been delivered out to
them, this afternoon, to the Quartermaster of the regiment,
who will deliver in the whole when collected to the Com-
missary of Artillery.

Such officers, non-commissioned officers and soldiers of
the First Jersey battalion as have an attachment to their
General and an honest zeal for the service of their country,
and are willing to remain in camp till 15th instant, shall
then be permitted to depart with honour, and be allowed
pay for their return home.

Field Officer of the day for Ticonderoga to-morrow,
Lieutenant-Colonel Robert,~; Brigade-Major, Ryan.

Field Officer of the day on the 1J;lount, Lieutenant-
Colonel Starr; Brigade-Major, Howell.

Josiah Ramnant, soldier in Captain Bliss's company, of
Colonel Patterson's regiment, tried by a General Court-
Martia], of which Colonel Phinney was President, for sleep-
inCTon his post, is found guilty and sentenced to be whipped
t:enty lashes on his bare back.

The General approres the sentence of the Court-Martial,
but upon the request of tbe Court and their recommendation
of the honesty and good behaviour of the criminal in every
instance till this, he is pleased to grant bis pardon, and
orders the prisoner to be released from his confinement.

The General at the same time assures the Army, tbat
this as it is the first, shall likewise be the last instance ot
his ~ardoning a crime so dangerous as tbis of sleeping on a
post.

The General Court-Martial of which Colonel Phinney
\Vas President is dissol ved.

Colonel Stark will order the men off dflty from his
bri!1ade,and such of the Militia as are able to assist, to give
ev:ry aid in their power to finishthe palisadingof the new
fort and tbe abatis round it.

MEETING OF CmlMITTEE OF CUMBERLAND COUNTY, NEW-YORK.

The 5th of November, 1776.

At a meeting of the Committee for the Connty of Cum-
berland, the Committee appointed by this body to take

under consideration the expediency of the letter sent from
this body to the Convention for the State of lVew-York,
touching being laid to some other State, &c., &c., reported,
That whereas the Commitlee of the County of Cumberland
havina received a handbill Ii'om the Convention of the State
of Neow_ York rlcsirina this Committee to withdraw a letter,

'. ."'"1

sent to them Ii'om this body, bearing date 21st June last,
we, the Committee as aforEsaid, having taken the same-
under consideration, report, that said lette!" ought to be with-
dmwn, and that we, notwithstanding, ougbt to enjoy all the
privileges that any County in this State do enjoy, and t~at

we hold it our right to present the honourable the ProVin-
cial Concrress of this State a petition and remonstrance,
settin" forth those !1rievances tbat are the cause of uneasi-
ness ~hat subsists ~mona us, for their wise consideration

'"and redress; and, if, on proper delibemtion, it. may be thought
proper a separation should be most conducIve to the peace
and happiness of this country, we do not preclude ourselves
the privilege of presenting OUl' petition to the honourable
the Continental COllrrress for theil" wise determination. We
still mean to pay allo due deference to the State of lVew-
York, and to pay our proportion of the necessary charge of
the State.

Voted, To accept the above Report, and that a copy be

sent to the honourable Convention for the State of New-
York.

Signedby the Chairmanand attestedby the Clerk.
JAMES CJ,AY,

Chail"man of the Committee of Safety.

A true copy ii'om the Minutes:
EI.XANAH DAY, Clerk.

PETITION OF COMIIHTTKE OF CHARL'rON, WORCESTER COUNTY,

MASSACHUSETTS.

To the Great and General Court of the State of the MAS-.
SACHUSETTS-BAY:

We, the Committee of Inspection, Correspondence, and
Safety, of the town of Charlton, in the County of Worce~-
ter, desire to inform the honourable Court that we, tbe smd
Committee, have, by virtue of an act of the Assembly of
this State respectin!1 takinO"care of Tories' estates, so as it
may be preserved f~r the benefit of the Continent, and in
obedienceto said act, we, the said Committee, have taken
into our care a tract of land lying in said Charlton, wbich
beloncred to Mr. WilliamBrown, of Salem, a Mandamus
Coun~jllor, which has now fled to the King's troops; and as
we understand said land layeth in common with the hon-
ourable Judge Danford's and otbers, and as we, the said
Committee, have heretofore sent to the honourable Court
by our Representative our proceedings, and ha:e not
received any proper orders for our further proceedings ~n
the affair, and as there is great strip and waste made on saId
land we the above Committee, pray the honourable Court
for flJrth~r orders for our further proceeding, unless said
estate should be lost to the Continent.

Chariton, November the 5, A. D., 1776.

By order of the Committee:
NATHANIEL JONES, Chairman.

In the House of Representatives, November ]3, 1776.

The Petition of the Committee of Correspondence, I?spec-
tion, and Safety, for the town of CHARLTON, tn the
County of WORCESTER:

Resolved, That said Committee be, and they hereby are,
direc'ted and empowered to commence and prosecute to
final judtrment and execution, in any Court proper to try
the s'am~, any action ot' actions of trespass, against any

person or persons who ha ve, since the twenty-se~'entl! day
of June, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-sIx, or
shall hereafter commit any strip or waste in or up~n any
land \vincr within tbe said tOlVn of Charlton, belongmg to
Willi~m Brown, of Sall;1n,a Mandamus CouncilJol', untit the
further order of the General Court, said ConHl1inee to be
accountable to the General Court of this State for their
doings hereon.
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Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, November 5,1776.

Last Thursday was brought here, by Ca ptain Robert
Parke,', in the lJilcClary pri\'ateer, filted out of this port, the
ship Hero, Charles lIarford, master, with five hundred
hogsheads of rum, bound from Jamaica to Quebeck, but not
being able to get up the river, bore away for New-York,
was taken in latitude 43°, longitude 70°.

On Friday arrived the prize snow Three Fr 'e_nds,Thom-
as Russel, master, from St. Eustatia to Irelan

"
laden with

two hundred and ten hogsheads of sugar.
Same day arrived the ship Live Oale, lately commanded

by Captain Duncan, who,cJied on his passage f!"OmHon-
duras to London, laden with mahogany and log wood.
Both the above were taken near the banks of Newfound-
land, by the above-mentioned privateer.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM MAJOR-GENERAL MASSEY, cml-

MANDING HIS MAJESTY'S TROOPS IN THE PROVINCE OF

NOVA-SCOTIA., TO ALDERMAN BAKER, OF CORK.

Halifax, November 5,1776,

DE.'R ALDER~IAN: As so many of his Majesty's trans-
ports have scandalously given themselves up to the.rebel
pirates, in justice to Captain Edward Carey, commanding
his Majesty's hired transport Newcastle Jane, as well as
Captain Murdock McLean, who commanded twenty sol-
diers on board, I have the satisfaction to tell you, and you
will oblige me if you will inform Messrs. Coppingers, of the
city of Corlee, who are his owners, that about one hundred
leacrues from this port, he was attacked in the evening by a
reb~1 pirate, and after given them what is due to all rebels,
the pirate sheered off, and remained near them to renew the
enO"acrement the next morning. They bore down on the
N:t~astle Jane in the morning, and began the fight within
twenty yards of each other. The action continued for up-
wards of foul' hours, when Captain Carey observed the pirate
was satisfied he had True Britons to encounter, and seeing
him sheer off, Captain Carey took his speaking-trumpet
and called out, "All hands ready for boarding," and then
hoisted stuneJ sails to give chase; but seeing her get out her
oars and run off, Captain Carey pursued bis voyage. The
Newcastle Jane had but two round shot left; had be had
ammunition, he would have made a prize of the rebel.

LORD GEORGE GERMAIN TO GENERAL SIR WILLIAM HOWE.
WhitehaH, Novemher 6, 1776.

SIR: Being informed that his Majesty's service makes
it necessary that a packet should be despatched to-night, I
unexpectedly enjoy a very early opportuni-ty of acknowl-
edcrin<rthe receipt of your several letters of the 21st, 23d,
and 24th of September, which you entrusted to the care of
Captain Balfour. They were delivered by him in the
evening of the 2d instant, and were by me laid before the
King.

The city of New- York was an object of so great im-
portance, that the news of tbe evacuation thereof by the
Hebels, was received with general satisfaction. And I have
a particular pleasure in being commanded to inform you,
that his Majesty has in tbe strongest terms approved of your
conduct, and highly applauds the behavioUloof the officers
and men employed upon that occasion.

Tbe service of the Commander-in-Chief of the troops is
a topick upon which I could here enlarge with much justice,
and with no small degree of satisfaction, if the early sailing
of the packet did not compel me to use an unwilling
bre~~. .

Hurried, however, as I am, I cannot help observing that
the commendations which you so liberally bestow upon the
officers of the Navy, and the seamen belonging to the ships-
of-war and the transports, is the most honourable testimony
that could have been given in their favour; and I make no
doubt but they esteemed it a circumstance peculiarly fortu-
nate for them, that they were called upon to cooperate with
a General who was known to have discel'l1ment enough to
distinguish merit, and candour enough to give it its due
wt'ight, wherever it was found.

I am happy to learn that your success was attended with
so inconsiderable' a loss, and that Lieutenant-Colonel
Monckton is in so fair a way of recovery.

The attempt which was made to burn tbe town of .New-

York might wen exasperate the troops. I tl'ust that an
apprehension of condign punishment wiH detcr the infatuated
wretches from persevering in their resoh.JJions,and have
good bope that the inquiry wbich you have set on foot will
serve to discover the original promoters and abettor~ of the
villainous design.

Your short letter of September 24th requires no further
answer, than that I should express my joy on account of
the iroops having met with no opposition, either to their
lodgings upon Paulus IIoo7c, or to their taking possession of
the batteries and redoubts at that pm!. The advantages
which you have hitherto gained over the Rebels have been
rapid, and are extremely important; and I am confident
you will, in reflecting upon them, deri ve a sincere satisfac-
tion from the consideration, that the troops under your com-
mand have been able to give such signal proofs of their
bravery, and render such essential services to their King and
country, without suffering any material injury from the
enemy.

I am, &c., GEO. GERMAIN.

LORD GEORGE GERMAIN TO SIR WILLIAM HOWE.

Whitehall, 6th November, 1776.

SIR: I communicated to the Lords of the Treasmy your.
lener to me of the] 6th of August, notifying yom appoint-
ment of Captain .Mackenzie to be Paymaster of tbe new
levies, and containing your reasons for it; and I bave tbe
pleasure to send you enclosed, a copy of Mr. Robinson's
letter to 1\1r. Knox, signifying their Lordships' approbation
of that appointment.

The great importance of engaging the Southern Indians
in our interest, has not escaped his Majesty's attention;
and you will see by the enclosed copies of my letters to Mr.
Stuart, what care has been taken to supply that officer with
the means of securing the fidelity of those people, and the
instructions wbich have been given him for his conduct
respecting them. He wip, of course, receive your orders
for employing them in seconding any operations you may
think fit to direct against those Colonies; and it must gi\'e
you satisraction to find he is in so good a condition to carry
into execution whatever orders you may think proper to
give him.

SILAS DEANE TO THE SECRET CQMMITT:E;E.

Paris, 6th November, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Tbe only letters I have received /i'om you
were dated 5th and 6th of June last, five months since,
during which time vessels have arrived from almost every
part of Amaica to every part of France and Spain; and
I am informed lelter~ from Mr. j}lorris to his correspondents,
dated late in July. If the Congress do not mean to apply for
foreign alJiances, let me entl'eat you to say so, and rescind
your resolutions published on that head, which will be but
justice to the Powers of Europe, to whom you gave reason
to expect such an application. If I am not the proper
person to announce your independency, and solicit in your
behalf, let me entreat you to tell me so, and relieve me from
an anxiety which is become so intolerable tbat my life is a
burthen.

Two hundred pieces of brass cannon, and arms, tents and
accoutrements, for thirty thousand men, with ammunition
in proportion, and between twenty and thirty brass mortars,
ha ve been granted to my request; but the unaccountable
silence on your part has delayed the, embarkation some
weeks already. I yesterday got them again in motion, and
a part are already at Havre de Grace ;tnd IVantes, and the
rest on their way there, but am hourly trembling for fear of
counter-orders. Had I received proper powers in season,
this supply would before tbis have been in America, and
that under the con voy of a strong fleet. Tbe disappointment
is distracting, and I will dismiss the subject after taking the
liberty to which a freeman and an American is entitled, of
declaring tbat by tbis neglect the cause of the United States
of North America has suffered in this and the neiuhbourincr
Courts, atHl the blood that will be spilt through th~ want of
these supplies, and the devastations, if any, must ue laid at

this door.
Captain Cochran being arrived.at Nantes, I s8nt to him to

come to me. He is now with me, ann by him I send this,
with a packet of letters. He can inform you of the price
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of American p.roduce in Europe, the very advance on which
wi1l pay you for fitting out a Navy.

Rice is from thirty to fifty livre5 per Cl'lt.; tobacco, eight
pence and nine pence per pound. Flour and wheat are
growing scarce, and rising. Masts, spars, and other naval
stores, are in demand, and the more so, as a war with Great
Britain is considered as at the door.

Monsieur Du Coudray, who has the character of being
one of the best officers of Artillery in Europe, has -been
indefatigable in our service, and I hope the terms I have
made with him will not be thought exorbitant, as he was
the principal means of engaging the stores.

The rage, as I may say, for entering the American ser-
vice increases, and the consequence is, 1 am crowded with
offers and proposals, many of .them from persons of the
first rank and eminence in the sea as well as land service.
Count Broglio, who commanded the army of France the
last war, did me the honollr to call on me twice yesterday
with an officer who served as his quartermaster-general the
last war, and has now a regiment in this service, but being
a German, and having traveled through America a few
years since, he is desirous of engaging in the service of the
United States of North America. 1 can by no means let
slip an opportunity of engaging a person of so much expe-
riencf', and who-is by everyone recommended as one of the
bravest and most skillful officers in the kingdom; yet I am
distressed on every such occasion, for want of your partic-
lilaI' instructions. This gent1eman has an independent
fortune, and a certain prospect of anvancement here, but
being a zealous friend of liberty, civil and religious, he is
actuated by the most independent and generous principles
in the offer he makes of his services to the United States of
America.

Enclosed yon also ha ve the plan of a French naval officer
for burning ships, wbich be gave me, and at the same time
showed me his drafts of ships, and rules for constructing
and regulating a Navy, of which I have the highest opinion.
He has seen much service, is a person of study and letters,
as well as fortune, and is ambitious of planning a Navy for
America, which shall at once be much cheaper and more
effectual than any thing of the kind which can be produced
on the European system. He has the command of a ship-
of-the-line in tbis service, but is rather disgusted at not
having his proposed regulations for the Navy of France
attended to. His proposal generally is to build vessels
something on the model of those designed by the Marine
Committee, to carry from twenty-four to thirty-six guns on
one deck, which will be as formidable a battery as any ship-
of-the-line can avail itself of, and by fighting them on the
upper deck, a much surer one. Had I power to treat with
this gentleman, I believe his character and {j'iends are such
that he could have two or three such friO'ates immedi-. 0
ate1y constructed hel'e on credit, and manned and sent to
America; but the want of instructions or inteJligence, or
remittances, with the 1ate check on Long-Island, has sunk
our credit to nothing with individuals, and the goods for
the Indian contract cannot be shipped unless remittances
are made to a much greater amount than at present. Not
ten thousand pounds have been received, of lorty thousand
delivered in Amel"ica, as early as last "February; and I am
ignorant wbat has become of tbe effects shipped. Under
these circumstances 1 have no courage to urge a credit
which 1 have no prospect of living up to the engagements
for supporting it; but I will take Mr. lYlorris's hint, and
write a letter so]elyQJ1business,but politicks and my business
are almost inseparably connected.

1 have filled this sheet, and will therefore bid you adieu
untill begin another.

I am, with the warmest esteem, &c., StLAS DF.\NE.

STEPHEN WEST TO MARYLAND COUNCIl, OF SAFETY.
,. Woodyard, November 6th, 1776.

HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN: After thanking you for your
civility while [ was at Annapolis, I am to inform you that

I have looked into my soldiers' stockings that I purchased,
with a view of clothing my regiment. There are only one
bundred and twenty-eight pair remaining unsold, and some
of them (eighteen pair) are damaged, having been left open
to the air aod moth. The one hundred and ten pair are !Tood,
and are at your service, at seven shillings and six pe;ce a

pair. The eighteen pair may be mendeu, and you may
have them at ha1f price-three shillings and nine pence, or
I can use them myself; indeed, I can sell them all, with
thanks, among my neighbours. I send you three pail' for"
samples.

If you cbQoseto accept of my stockings,they sha1lbe
delivered to your order; and 1 hope your messengerwill
either bring the money or be authorized to give me an
order at once on the Treasurer. For however honourable
sentiments I entertain of your Board, and respect I have
for the persons of the Board of Accounts, yet I will nevel',
if I can help it, subject myself to their arbitrary determina:-
tions. I attended a whole week about an account that, if
justice had been done me, I sbould navehad publick tbanks
for; instead of which, I was delayed and injured against the
most palpable evidence, and compeHed to take in November,
when OUl' currency is not of half value, a great deal less
than I had offered me in hand by Major Marshall in June.
SL!ch is tbe reward I bave had for my publick spirit and love
of country. Yet, although1 tbus smart, I do entirely con-
fide in the integrity and candour of tbe Council of Safety.

I have about fifty good fireJocks,and some other matters.
We 'are manufacturing a species of linen cloth, that I think
if pursued, would be of great publick utility. We take the
taw of flaxand hemp, card it into roBs, open it on the great
wheel, then double and twist it, and weave it. It will make
good tents, bagging, wagon-cloths, coarse sheets, sails, &c.
'Tis soft and p1iable, and the doubling and twisting makes
it exceeding strong. Our women spin in three days two
and a half pounds each. It is carded for them. The
doubling and twisting is neW to me, and perhaps it may be
so to others; and if it prove useful, my intention will be
gratified. If the tow thread is warped and filled in with
ordinary wove, it will make good fearnaught and bedding.

I am, your affectionate servant,
STEPHEN "WEST.

To the honoat'able Council of Safety, Annapolis, with a
pa pel' parcel of stockings.

Baltimore, November 6, 1776.

Last Monday arrived here from Martinico, Captain John.
lYJartin, in the brig Friendship, mounting ten carriage guns
and forty men, belonging to this State, with a very valllab]e
cargo, consisting of three thousand two hundred weight of
gunpowder, two tierces of gun-flints, fOLlr hundred and ten
bushels of salt, a large quantity of osnaburgs, blankets, and
a considerable quantity of saltpetre, brimstone, sailors' jack-
ets, &c.; likewise drugs and medicines. With Captain
:Martin came .passengers the following French gentlemen,
viz; lIenri Dieu Donne, le Chevalier Drouant de Givri-
cour,Captain Jean Andre, Jean Antonie Coutura, Jean
Fran90is Taillason, Franfois Clinet Chirujien, Nicolas
Tronc, Fran90is Pelletier. Cyrus Copper, merchant at
Alexandria, and Daniel Tebbs, of Virginia.

CAPTAIN HAMILTON'S CERTIFICATE.

I do hereby certify, that the bearer, William Douo-lass,
has 10sthis arm in the service of this State, having b~en a
matross in my company of Artillery, thereto be!onrritw;
and he is accordingly recommended to the Conv~ti~n
thereof, as entitled to tbe provision made by a late resolve of
the Continental Congress, for those disabled in defence of
American liberty. I"T .A. :J.A:\ULTON, Captam.

New-York, November 6, J776.

Pay was drawn for tbe above William Douglass tiB the'
first day of August. A. H.

GENERAL LEE TO DR. FRANKLIN.

Camp at Philipsburg, November 6th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: The gent1eman who win de1iver you this,
was, as 1 lJnderstann, sent by Congress to General TVash.
ington. He was to have givenspecimensof his abilitiesas
engineer, and been recommended accordingly. Whether
he is a great engineer or no, 1 cannot pretendto say, as he
has had no fair opportunity of displaying his talents, The
few small workshe hasthrown up have been in haste, at tbe
same time ]abouring under tbe disadvantaO'eof not beinrr
able to explain himself to the workmen. From tbe little I
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can judge of him, he is a man of capacity and knowledge,
and I am told by his countrymen, that his fort lies in survey-
ing geographically and military a country. I know not any
kind of officer more wanted in Amer£ca than a military sur-
veyor of those parts which are likely to be the scene of action.
General Washington and myself have therefore concurred in
opinion that he should begin with the Jerseys; and ifhe gives
satisfactol'Y proofs of his talents in this line, to recommend
him to Congress for this important office. I must beg leave
to recommend him to your pl'Otection and patronage, and
request that you will furnish him with the necessary instru-
ments. And as I am so wen acquainted with your liberal
way of thinking, and manners, it will be unnecessary to
desire you to show him all possible personal civi]ities.

So far for Monsieur Imbert. You will naturally expect
something from me on our present situation. tV e have by

proper positions brought Mr. Howe to his 11eplus ultra.
He has therefore apparently given all hopes of taking us
prisoners, as I .believe he lately sanguinely promised himself.
Monsjeur Imbert, as you know French, will be able to explain
the circumstances of both armies. Tbespirit of our present
troops is upon the wide good, and if America is lost, it is
not in my opinion owing to want of courage in your soldiers,
but, tJardon me, to want of prudence in your high migbti-
nesses. Adieu! God bless you, my dear sil'_ Live long
nnd make your country and friends as happy as you have
rendered yourself admil'able in the eyes of all good and
sensible men.

Yours, most sincerely, CHARLES LEE.

Dr. Benjamin Franklin, member of the Continental Con-
gress.

A LIST OF OFFICERS IN GENERAL GREENE'S BRIGADE, APPOINTED UPO)l THE NEW ESTABLISHMENT.

Sixth Regiment.

Field Officers: Jonathan Brewer Colonel, Wm. Buckminster Lieutenant-Colonel, Nath'l Cudworth .II/ajar.

Captains. First Lieutenants. Second Liwtenants. Ensigns.
Lem. Trescott .John CJarke .Jno. Ki]bySmith ; .In.o. J\li11s,
Dan'l Whiting... .Elisha Brewer .Abraham Vvilliame .Isaac Barber,
Aaron Haynes.. . . . ... . . . . .. .. . . .N ath'[ Cllshing.. . . . .. .. . ... . . . . . Holden. . . . . . . . .. .. . . .Sam'j Willington,
Benja. Ballard .Thos. WiJlington .Abraham Tuckerman .Caleb WeIch,
Wm. Hudson Ballo.rd Alexander Sacket Rus~ell,
Abner Cranston. .Joseph Perry .Sam'] Elodget Williams,

Chapin. . . . . .. . . ... . . .. . . . Willer. . . . . . . . . .. . . ... Toogood. . . . . .. . . . . ... . . . .Char]es Dehorety,
So]e ..Noah Allen Taber .Ebenezer Smith.

Staff Officers: - Chaplain, Abr'm Tuckerman .'ldjutant, Chal'les Dehorty Quartmuastel', S!lrgeon, .'flate.

Ninth Regiment.

Field Office!'s:James M.Varnum Colonel, Christ'r Greene Liwtenant-Colonel, Arch. Crary.MaJor.
Captain,~. First Lieutenants. Second Lieutenants. Ensigns.

Sam'l Ward .Benja. Diamond .James Varnum .James King,
Christ'r Smith .Jno. S. Dexter .Micah Whitmarsh .Chandler Burlingham,
SionMartindale Lewis.. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .AmosCrandall... . . . .. . .. . .. . . . . .MichaelMoulton,
Ebenez'r Flagg .Noel AJIen... .Joseph Whitmarsh.. .James Webb,
Elijah Lewis .Lem'l.Bailey .Charles Rhoads " .PlliJip Peirce,
Nath'l Hawkins ..'Vill'm Potter .Daniel Peirce ..Elias Hull,
OliverClarke.. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .SilvanusShaw.. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .Sam'l Bissell .DeutyJerauld,
Thos. Cole .Ephraim Weedon. .Clarke Browne .Sam'l Stephens.

Staff Officers: John Murry Chaplain, Jno. S. Dexter .adjutant, Clarke Browne QUa1.tej'l1wster, Joseph Joslin S!lrgeon, Benj'n Greene Male.

Eleventh Regiment

Field Office)'s: Dan'l Hitchcock Colonel, Ezekiel Cornall Liwtenant-Colonel, Israel Angell .Major.

Captains. First Lieutenants. Second Licutenants. ErMiO'ns.
J ere 'h Olney.. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .Amos J enckes.. . . . . ... . . . . .. . . . . .Edward Slocum. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .Holim 'n Potter,

John Topham. .. .Ephraim Bowen :.. .. .Cyprean Sterry .Thos. Carlile,
Simeon Throp.. ..Jno. Spurr.. .Ebenezer Fitch ..<;:hrist'r Hopkins,
Wm. Tew... ...Moses Turner .Thos. Hughs. .'. .Ebenezer West,
Ephraim Richardson .Israel Church .Jno. Wyman .Jno. Arm,trong,
Silas Talbot "'Vill'm Allen "'Vi]]'m Humphrey. . .. ... .Jno. Thomas,
JamesWiHiams .Will'm Blanchard, .WiJ1'm Bradford .Nathan Olney,
CoggeshallOlney.. . ... .. .. . . .. .. .StephenOlney.. . . .. . . ... . . .. .JamesCbilds .. . . . ..PhilipTraffin.

Stoi!'Officers: - Chaplain, Wm. Eradford .adj!ltant, Cyrean Sterry Quartermaster, Caleb Fisk Surgeon, James 'Valeut .llfate.

Twelfth Reg£ment.
Field Offieers: Moses Little Colonel, - Henshaw Lieutenant-Colonel, James Collms JrIajor.

Captains. First Lieutenants. Second Lieutenants. Ensigns.
Jacob Gerrish .Silas Adams .Amos Atkinson .Nath'J Persons,
Jno. Baker .Caleb Lambson .Joseph Fisk , Gould,
Ahrah'm Dodge.. .James Lord... .Enoch Peltrsons .'. ..Wm. Story,
Gideon Parkes .1VIosesKent .Jared Smith Huse,
Ezra Lun! , .Stephen Jenkins .Nath 'j Montgomery ..Nath'l Mitchel,
Nath'I'Vade .Thos. Browne... .Jno. Carr .J'-'IichaelFarley.
Nath'[ Warner .Jno. Burnum .Dan'l Collins .Jona. Woodman,
Benja. Perkins ~... .Silvanus Smith .Dudley Coleman .Amos Persons.

Staff Officej's: - Chaplain, Dudley Coleman .adjutant, Elisha Story Su,'geon, Jno. Cary QUOl'tennaste)',Josiah Lord Surgeon's Male.

Twenty-Fifth Reg£ment.

Field Officers: Wm. Bond Colonel, - Alden Liet~tenant-Colonel,Michael Jackson .~/ajor.

Captain~. First Lietltenants. Second.Lieutenants. Ensigns.
Josiah HarrIs .Bartholomew Trow .Jededlah Thayer .Thos. Pntchard,
Abijah Childs J oshua Swan .Ab'l1l Hunt.. ." .Thos. Hunt,
Pheneas Cook .Peter Hobert .Aaron Richardson .Jno. Pownall,
Nathan FuHer .Nathan Smith .Jno. George .George Abbot,
Nailer Hatch .Nathan Eaton .Jno. Vezee..u .Elisha Cox,
Moses Draper ..:' .Caleb Brooks .Job Sumner.~,:... n ..Charles Ward,
Amos Walbridge .Nathan Goodale .Abijah Lincoln .Jno. Trotter,
Dan'] Eggrey .Solomon Bowman .Avery Parker .Thos. 1\larshall.

StaJ! Office1's: - Henshaw Chaplain, Abraham Hunt .'l<ljutant, George Abbot Quartermastej'.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 11th: Referred to Board of1Var.]
White.Plain., November 6th, Ii76.

SIR: I have the honour to inform YOll, that 00 yesterday
morning the enemy made a sudden and unexpected move-

ment from the several posts they had taken in our front.
Thoy broke up their whole encampmE'ots the preceding
night, and have adl'anced towards King's Bridge and the
North R£ver. The designof this manreuvreis a matter of .

much conjecture ami speculation, and cannot be [lccoltntcd



543 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., NOVE;\;IBER, 1776. 544

for with any degree of cel'tainty. The grounds we had
taken possession of were strong and advantageous, and such
as they could not have gained without much loss of blood
in case an attempt had been made. I had taken every pos-
sible precaution to. prevent their out-flanking us; which may
have led to the present measure. They may still have in
view their original plan, and by a sudden wheel, try to ac-
complish it. Detachments are constanLly out to observe
their motions, and to harass them as much as possible.

In consequence of this movemE'nt I called a council of
General Officers to-day, to consult of sllch measures as should
be adopted in case they pursued their retreat to New- York;
the result of which is herewith trans:lIitted. In respect to
myself, I cannot indulge an idea that General Howe, sup-
posing he is going to New- York, means to close the ca!ll-
paign, and to sit down without attempting something more.
I think it highly probable, and almost certain, that he will
make a descent with a part of his troops into Jersey; and as
soon as I am satisfied that the present manreu\'re is real, and
not a feint, I shall use every means in my power to forward
a part of OUl'force to counteract his designs; nor shall I be
disappointed if"he sends a detachment to the southward for
the purpose of making a winter campaign. From the inform-
ation I have received, there IS now a number of transports
at Red-Hook, with about three thousand troops on board.
Their destination, as given out, is to Rhode-Jsland; but this
seems altogether improbable for various reasons: among
others, the season is much against it. In the Southern
States they wiJI find it milder, and much more favourable for
their purposes. I shall take the liberty of mentioning that
it may not be improper to suggest the probability of such a
measure to the Assemblies and Conventions in those States,
that tbey may be on their guard, and of the pmpriety of
their establishing and laying up magazines of provisions and
other necessaries in suitable places. This is a matter of
exceeding importance, and what cannot be too much at-
tended to.

From the appTOaching dissolution of the Army, and the
departure of the new levies, which is on the eve of taking
place, and the little prospect of levying a new one in time,
I have wrote to the Eastern States, by tbe unanimous advice
of the General Officers, to forward supplies of Militia in the
room of those that are now here, and who, it is feared, wiJI
not be prevailed on to stay any longer than the time they
are encralTed for. The propriety of this application, I trust,
will app:ar, when it is known that not a single officer is yet
commissioned to recruit, and when it is considered how es-
sential it is to keep up some show offorce and shadow of an
Army.

I expect the enemy will bend their force against Fort
Washington, and invest it immediately. From some ad-
vices, it is an object tbat will attract their earliest attention.

I am happy to inform you, that in the engagement on
Monday sevennight, I haye reason to believe our loss was by
no means so considera.hle as was conjectured at first. By
some deserters and prisoners we are told, that of the enemy

,
was tolerably great; some accounts make it about four hundred
in kilJed and wounded; all agree that among the former there
was a Colonel Carr, of the Thirty-Fifth Regiment. The
force that wiJI be sent to Jersey, after I am satisfied of Mr.
JIowe's retreat, in addition to those now there, according to -

my present opinion, will make it necessary for me to go with
them, to put things in a proper channel, and such a way of

. defence as shall seem most probable to check the progress
of tbe enemy in case they should attempt a descent there, or
a move towards Philqdelphia.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your most
obedient servant, Go. W ASJllNGTON.

MumTES OF THE COUNCIL dIt WAR.

At a Council of War held at Head-Quarters, 'White-
Plains, November 6th, 1776:

Present: His Excellency General T¥ashington.
M ajor-Genera]s: Lee, Putnam, Spencer, Heath, Sullivan,

Lincoln.
Brigadier-Generals: Lord. Stirling. ltIffflin, Nixon, Mc-

Dou<rall Parsons, Scott, ClUlton.
The ];te movements of the enemy having made it neces-

sary to consider wbat may be now proper for this Army to
do, the Genera] proposed the following questions, viz:

Su pposing the enemy to be retreilting towards New. York,
will it not be proper to throw a body of troops into the Jer-
seys immediately?

Unanimously agreed in the affirmative.
It was then proposed whether it would not be proper to

detach immediately all those troops which have been raised
on the western side of lIudson's River?

Agreed; but that in such case, those regiments belonging
to the eastern side of lIudson's River should remove to the
eastern side, if the movements of the enemy and circum-
stances of this Army will admit.

Upon the question, What number of men would be neces-
sary to take post at Peekskill and the passes in the High-
lands, fOl' the defence of those posts, erecting fortifications,
&c.?

Agreed upon tbree thousand.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head-Quarters, 'Vhite-Plains, November Ist,1776.
(Parole, Belford.) (Countersign, Spain.)

Peter Buise, under sentence of death, and to be executed
this day, is reprievea untl JJ[onday, eleven o'clock.

The General Court-Martial whereof General1UcDougai1
is President, to sit to-morrow at the bouse above General
Lee's quarters, for the trial of Colonel Graham. Colonel
Foreman, of GenerallIcard's brigade, and other witnesses,
to attend.

The moving state of the Army will occasion some irreg-
ularity, but the Genera] hopes that officers of all ranks will
exert themselres to correct all abuses, particularly the fol-
lowino-:

Str~ggling from camp, or plundering parties.
Taking up and keeping horses.
Loading the teams with hea vy lumber and unnecessary

baggage.
Firing in and about the camp.
To prevent the first, the rolls are to be jj.equently ca]]ed,

at least three times a day, and the absent punished. To
pre\'ent the second, aU horses not belonging to tbe artillery,
or ammunition, or Field Officers, to be collected and sent
to the Quartermaster-General, near Head-Quarters. To
prevent the third, the Field Officers should have a general
examination of the baggage of their regiments, and all heavy
chests, tables, chairs, and other lumber, be left; 01'after this,
they will be tbrown off the wagons, wherever met with.
To prevent firing in camp, the order of yesterday to be exe-
cUted, by giving the offender ten lashes on the spot, let him
belong to what regiment he may.

A relief having come for the Ligbt-Horse under Major
Backus, that corps is now dismissed, with the Generai's
hearty thanks for their faithful services, and the cheerfulness
and alacrity they have shown upon all occasions.

Head-Quarters, White-Plains, November 2d, 1776.
(Parole, Westehester.) (COl1Dtersign,Sasse".)

The Genera] expressly forbids any person or soldier belong-
ing to the Army, to set fire to any house 01'barn, on any pre-
tence, without a special order from some General Officer.

Head-Quarters, White-Plains, November 3d, 1776.
(Parole, -.) (Countersign, _.)

The General is sorry to nnd that there are some soldiers,
so lost to all sense of honour and honesty, as to leave the
Army when there is the greatest necessity for their services.
He calls upon the officers of every rank to exert themselves
in putting a stop to it, and absolutely forbids any olEcer,
uncier the rank of a Brigadier-General, discharging any offi-
cer or soldier, or giving any permission to leave tbe camp
on any pretence whatever.

The sick of the Militia may be discharged by their Gen-
eral Officer, after he has seen them, and is satisfied of their
incapacity to do duty, but not otherwise._

The situation of the Army, and tbe season, requiring that
tbe soldiery should be as well accommodated as possilde,
especially at niglJt, tbe taking of straw, or even grain in tbe
sheaf, is not to be considered as included in the orders against
plundering.

Head-Quarters, White-Plains, November 4th, 1776.
(Parole, -.) (Counters;gn, _.)

The General desires, in express and positive terms, that
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the Bl'igadiers and Colonels commanding brigades, see every
regiment, respectively bel?nging to them, paraded to-mor-
row, (but not at the same Instant,) the rolls called over, and
every officer and soldier satisCactorily accounted for, 01' sent
after; their arms also to be examined, and a report thereof
to be made. Where ,the Brigadiers are absent, or incapable
DCacting, the Major-General is to attend to the execution of
this order.

Peter Buise, under sentence of death Cordesertion, is fur-
ther reprieved till Wednesday.

All deserters and prisOlHws to be reported to the Briga-
dier of the troops to whom they come, or by whom they are
taken, who is to send them to Head-Quarters as soon as
possible. . .'The Colonels and commandmD' officers of regiments will
remember that they stand accounfable Corthe arms received
by their respective regiments; that all their spare ~rms are
to be carefully collected, and sent to the ComnllSsaryof
Stores, or reported immediately to Head-Quarters.

Colonel Baily's regiment, now in General Nixon's bri-
gade, to join the brigade of which Colonel Glover is com-
mandant, and Colonel Reed's, now in Colonel Glover's, to
join General Nixon.

Head-Quarters, White-Plains, November 5, 1776.
(Parole,Maroneck.) - (Countersign,Goshen.)

Some barracks having been already built at Peekskill,
and others erecting Cor die reception of the troops at that
place, the General directs that the l\lajor-Genemls do select
from their several divisions all their convalescents, and others
not entirely fit for duty, and have them sent up there under
proper officers. Those men who have been sent into the
country to recruit are to be included if they are not well
enourrh to return to their duty in camp. This order is not
to extend to such sick as are 6t subjects for the hospital,
nor is it intended to countermand the orders of the 3d instant
for discharging such of the sick Militia as choose to go
home, after the inspection of the General Officer command-
iner them. The arms and baggage of such men as move
to"'Peekskill, to be taken along, as they are intended for the
security of that post. Spare arms properly put up, may
also be removed there.

The General is very sensible that the time of service of
many oCthe Militia will soon expire; but as this is the most
interestinD' and critical part of the campaign, and their de-
parture w~uJd greatly discourage the other troops and injure
the service, he doubts not their love to their country will
induce them to prolong their stay until the close of the
campaign, which must soon happen.

The several Brigadiers and Colonels commanding bri-
gades, are immediately to make report of the tools in their
respective brigades, to the Quartermaster-Genera!.

The General gives it strictly in charge to the command-
inD' officer oC every regiment, to see that the bottom of
th~ tents are not covered with earth; and that upon the
removal of the Army at any time, and upon all occasions,
tents are the first things that are put into the wagons
allowed each regiment. The Brigadier must pay attention
to this also.

The order oC yesterday with respect to Colonel Bailey
joining Colonel Glover's brigade, was founded on a mistake:
that regiment is to continue as at present. Colonel TVebb's
is to join Colonel Glover's brigade, and Colonel Reed is to
join General McDougall's brigade.

Head'Qullrt~rs, White-Plains, November 6th, li76.
(Parole, --.) (CouTltersign,--.)

As the late movements oC the enemy will require some
change oCour present .disposition, the General most earnestly
requests that the men who have been at the hospital, and
out of camp on any other account, may be immediat01y
collected and join their respective regimeuts.

It is with the utmost astonishment and abhorrence the
General is inCormed that some base and cowardly wretches
have, last night, set fire to the Court-House and other build-
inD'swhich the enemy left. The Army may rely on it, that
th~y shall be brought to justice and meet with the punish-
ment they deserve.

Mr. John Story is appointed Paymaster to the regiment
commanded by Colonel Hitchcock.

FIFTH SERIES.- V OL. Ill.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PENNSYI,YANIA COMMISSION-

ERS OF ARRANGEJ\IEr\T.

White-Plains, November 6th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Your filvour of the 23r1 Octqber, express-
ing your astonishment that recruiting orders had not been
issued to Colonel iHagaw and Colonel Cadwalader, has
been duly received. As it seems founded on assurances
gi\'en by me, I think it my duty to explain the matter,
and call to your recollection some circumstances, which
perhaps, in the hurry of business, you may have for-
got. At the time you leCt King's Bridge no one officCl',
that I recollect, was fixed on, nor was it known whether
Colonel Cadwalader would accept the regiment, if in bis
power. There was not money in the Continental Treasury
at tbat time to advance for the bounty oC even Hand's
regiment; and all tbose who were consulted, agreed tbat it
answered no purpose to attempt the business without the
money in hand.

Another thing, gentlemen, YOll will, I doubt not, agree
with me in, that it could not be the General's duty, 01' tbat
of any other General Officer, to attend lipan the officers of
tbose two battalions to know whether they would serve, or
set about the business of recrl1iting; and J am very confi-
dent tbat no app1ication was made for money or recruiting
orders; nor, indeed, could they, for tbe enemy landed
immediately after at Frog's Point. The Army immedi-
ately moved, and has been moving ever since, so that there
has not been leisure or opportunity for transacting business
of this kind. Our communication with l'J1IountWashington
has now been cut off for two weeks; and, in short, the
variety of avocations to the imll'lediate safety and interest
of the Army, under constant alarms, and the approach of
the enemy, has made that very natural to those on the spot
which may appear very mucb otherwise to gentlemen whose
short stay at such times in the camp does not enable them
to judge of the difficulties which occur upGn such occa-
sIons.

The necessity of appointing the officers who were to exe-
cute the recruiting orders will appear, when it is recollected
that at that time it was understood that ten shillinrrs was
to be allowed for every man recruited; so that the appoint~
ment must, of course, precede the service. This the Con-
gress have since altered.

I have the honour to be, &c.,
Go. WASHINGTON.

To the Commissioners of Arrangement from Pennsylvania.

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO GOVERNOUR TRU MBULI"

White-Plains, November 6th, 1776.

SIR: By a letter from Major-General Greene, who is
stationed on the Jersey side of the North River, his Excel-
lency is informed that six officers belonging to privateers,
who bad been taken by the enemy and made their escape,
report that twenty sail of transports and ships have fallen
down to Red-Hook, having on board about thee thousand
troops, and their destination, as given out, is to Rhode-
Island. His Excellency, supposing there is such an em-
barkation, does not apprebend that the expedition will be
to the eastward. He inclines to think that it will be to the
southward, and tbat something may be attempted there by
way oC a winter's campaign. However, he has tbought
proper to transmit the intelligence to you and Governour
Cooke, that you may be on your guard, and have such pre-
cautions taken as may appear most likely to counteract their
designs, in case they should attempt a descent. .

Since I had the honour oC writiQg you on the 2d, the
enemy bave attempted nothing; such vigilance and care have
been had, tbat they have been unable to pass by either of our
wings. From our present ad vices and their movements, we
have reason to believe they are upon the retreat to Ne1/)-
York, being sensibl~ tha~ an attempt to pass our posts

must be attended with dIfficulty, and a great effusion of
blood, if our people will do their duty. It is certain tlla~
they bave broke up their enl'ampments, wbich were opp0"'.
site our front, and moved southwester1y towards the J;Vo,rth,
River. Several parties are gone out to watch thei.. motions
and to harass them, if possible, in their march., "

Fr~m the retul'llS that have come i.n, I ym happy to
acquaint you that We bave reason to believe our loss in t.he
action of .Monday se'nnight is by no me"I1S S.o c~msiderable.

35
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as was apprehended at first. Weare told by some prison-
ers, that the enemy's, upon that occasion, was tolera Ie
great; some make it near four hundred in killed and
wounded-among the former a Colonel Carr, of the Thirty-
Fifth Regiment. It is the prevailing opinion, that if Gen-
end Howe is going to New- York, he has some further ob-
ject in view, to wit: that of throwing a part of his Army
into the Jerseys.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your
humble servant R H H' OBERT. ARRISON.
To Governour Trumbull, Connecticut.

[The same to Governour Cooke, Rhode-Island,]

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY.

White-Plains, November 6, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The situation of our affilirs is critical and
truly alarming. The dissolution of our Army is fast ap-
proaching, and but littJe if any prospect of levying a new
one in a reasonable time. A large part of it, under the
denomination of new le\'ies, are now on the eve of their
departure, and this at a time when the enemy have a
very numerous and formidable force, watching an opportu-
nity to execute their plans, and to spread ruin and devas-
tation among us. Impressed with the importance of these
matters, I this day laid them before a council of General
Officers, with a view of obtaining their opinion upon the same,
and of the measures which, in their judgment, should be im-
mediately adopted. The result was, that I should apply
to several of the States for supplies of Militia; and that your
honourable Assembly should be requested to furnish, as soon
as possible, four thousand as their quota, to be properly
accoutred and equipped with every necessary, to supply the
place of those who are now here under General Lincoln,
and who, I fear, will not be prevailed upon to stay longer
than the time they engaged for at first. The hope and
probability of raising a new army, within a convenient time,
are so little, and the consequences so evidently alarming, if
a sufficient force is not kept up to counteract the designs of
the enemy in the mean time, that the council and myself-
have unanimously agreed that the Militia should be engaged,
if possible, to continue till the 1st of l"tlarch, unless their
return can be sooner dispensed with. We flatter ourselves,
by that time, if not long before, such an Army will be levied
as to render any further claims upon them, unless in cases
of the most pressing emergency, altogether unnecessary.

From the experience I have had of y.onr past exertions
in times of difficulty, I know that nothing in your power to
effect wiJl be wanting; and with the greatest confidence, I
trust that the present requisition will have your most ready
approbation and compliance, being in some degree antici-
pated by the inquiry you have directed to be made into the
state of our affairs, and whether any further aid will be
necessary.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, gentlemen,'
your most obedient servant,

G UTO. H ASHINGTON.

To the General Court of 111assachusetts-Bay.

EX'fRACT OF A LETTER FROM COLONEL REED TO MRS. REED,

DATED CAMP NEAR WHITE-PLAINS, NOVEMBER 6, 1776.

A new canse of alarm has arisen since I wrote you last.
The enemy, as we suppose, finding our Army too advan-
tageously posted to venture an attack, the night before last
began to move with all their baggage. Their course was
towards the North River, which they still continue. Opin-
ions here are various: some think they are falling down
lIpon Mount WasMngton, and after carrying that post are
going into winter quarters; others, that they mean to take
shipping up the North River, proceed liP, and fall lIpon
our rear; others and a great majority think, that finding
this Army too strongly posted, they have changed their
whole plan, and are bending southward, intending to pene-
trate the Jerseys, and somo~'eon to Philadelphia. A few
hours must determine it. If the latter is the case, a part of
this Army I suppose will pass over into Jersey. My heart
melts within me at the thought of having that fine country
desolated, for it is of little consequence which Army passes.
It is equally destructive to friend and foe ,; and when I con-
sider your situation-your exposed situation, I feel peculiar

anxiety. My own opinion is, that the season is too far
advanced for any movements of consequence, but that it is
probable some excursions may be marie to distress and
alarm the inhabitants of New-Jersey, and revive the droop-
ing spirits of their friends, which begin to sink at the pros-
pect of tbe campaign closing without the entire conquest of
the Rebels, as tbey term us. However, I may be mistaken,
as I am almost singular in my opinion.

EBENEZER HAZARD TO PIERRE VAN CORTr,ANDT.

North-Castle, November 6th, 1776.

SIR: I duly received your letter of the 25th ultimo, and
would have answered it sooner, but my frequent removals of
late ha\'e kept me in so constant a hurry as to prevent it.

There is no way of complying with the resolves of the
Committee of Safety respecting the newspapers but sub-
scribing £)r them; and one year is the shortest time for
which a subscriber may enter his name. I have already
written to Boston, desiring tbat the papers printed there
may be regularly sent me, directed to the Convention of
this State. I intend writing for the others by the earliest
opportunity, and will endeavour to procure the Constitu-
tions of the different States, which have already been or may
be hereafter published. The plans of Government for
Pennsylvania and the Delaware States are in one of the
papers sent herewith; the generality of the other papers
now sent, contain either remarks upon some form of govern-
ment, or something else which may perhaps be useful to
the Convention. .

You will oblige me, sir, by procuring an order of Con-
vention for the payment of postage arising, and which may
arise, on letters for the members of that honourable body.
Every letter I send fmm the office without receivinO' the
postage, I send at my own risk; and as I have not rec~ived
the postage of letters already sent, I am apprehensive the
members wiJl not receive their letters in future quite so
soon after their arrival at the office as heretofore, unless
some such order is passed.

As I necessarily write in haste, I beg YOllto excuse
blots and interlineations. I am, respectfully, sir, your and
the Committee's very humble servant,

EBEN. HAZARD.

To the Hon. Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq.

COMFORT SANDS TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

FishkilJ, November 6th, 1776.

SIR: Here enclosed is an account of arms and accoutre-
me~ts that have been delivered to General Scott's brigade,
whIch account I have framed from the returns of Messrs.
Norwood 8r Curtenius. As these arms were to be returned
or paid for, the Convention will probably think fit to send
the enclosed account to General Scott before the time is
expired for which that brigade is inlisted, that stoppages may
be made if the arms, &c., are not returned.

I am, sir, your humble servant, C SmIFORT ANDS.

To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., President of the Conven-
tion of the State of New- York.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL GATES.

Albany, November 6, 177G.

DEAR GENERAL: Since my last I have been honoured
with a Jetter from General Washington; he is now with the
Army at the White-Plains, and tbe enemy near him. They
make every effort to out-flank him, and he as carefuJly
guards against it. Twelve hundred men and six months'
provision are thrown into Fort Washington. It has been
attacked by some Olen-of-war, who suffered so much in the
attempt that they were obliged to retire very much shat-
tered.

The General has approved the sentence of the court-
martial on Lieutenant Colonel White, Captains Patterson
and Ross, and Lieutenant Gordon, all of Colonel Dayton's
regiment, which you will please to publish in orders.

Colonel Lewis arrived yesterday. I have every thing in
proper train, and I hope he will keep it so. He shall not
want my ad\.ice and best assistance.

I hope General Carleton will in a very few days, by the
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severity of the weather, be obliged to return with the main
bogy of his Army to Canada. As soon as that e\'ent takes
place, I dare say you will send down the country as many
of the troops as can be spared. Barracks for one thousand
men will be complete in a few days at Saratoga. Car-
penters are gone to build for four hundred more at Fort
Edward, and if materials can be procured, I propose to
erect for four hundred more at Stillwater. About five
hundred can be lodged here, and I hope to have shelter for
six hundred at Schenectady.

I am, dear General, with
obedient, humble servant,

Hon. General Gates.

every friendly wish, your

PH. SCHUYLER.

COLONEL WYNKOOP TO GENERAL GATES.

Skeensborough, November 6, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: I have few soldiers at this place to
forward the business as I ought. I keep four batteaus out
constant fetching hay and corn. I would be very glad if
the General would please to order me one company of men
more, on purpose to batteau between here and Fort Ann.
The Milit.ia that has been here won't do the least thing for
me, nor can I make them do it.

I shall send you two batt~aus load of hay this afternoon.
The vessel will be loaded with\ corn to-morrow. I shall
also want more batteaus. The General has ordered me
the carpenters at this place to build barracks; they are here,
and have the barracks raised and partly boarded up.

I have two hundred head of cattle on the ground, and
expect another drove in to-day. I do not know what to do
with them all, as the pasture at this place is gone, and am
obliged to furnish a party of my men to guard them out in
the fields. I shall send the iron down with the vessel.
As for the saw-mill crank I can't find it.

I am, dear General, your most obedient,
CORNELIUS \VYNKOOP.

GENERAL GATES TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 18th: Referred to the Board of War.]
Ticonderoga, November 6th, 1776.

SIR: The Commissioners who arrived last week to this
camp, from the ~Iassachusetts-Bay, having informed me on
last ~Ionday that their Assembly had granted, over and
above the very great bounty aIJowed by Congress, three
dollars and one third per month, to every private raised by
them, I then fore:aw the fatal consequences this resolve
must produce on other soldiers who should not be aIJowed a
similar bounty by the States to which their respective corps
may belong. For this reason, having thought it my indis-
pensable duty to risk the entire loss of my popularity with
the soldiers of this Army, I did not fail to entreat the Com-
missioners to urge their Assembly to rescind that vote. But,
sir, a few hours after my letter of yesterday's date was sent
off, I learnt that the State of Connecticut had granted the
additional allowance of two dollars every month to the pri-
vates inlisted in the regiments of their own State. I shall
not attempt to fix those limits beyond which, in my judg-
ment, our new confederate Commonwealth will no more be
able, without the help of inexhaustible mines, to extend the
progress of this evil; but it is evident to me, that the cupid-
ity of our soldiery may be stimulated to such a degree as to
ruin the noblest cause that any arm)" ever was truly em-
ployed to defend. And, though Congress should procure
the rescision of every resolve that shall have passed to the
same effect, there is just reason to fear that the troops
which are now employed in opposing General Ilowe, will,
as weIJ as those in this department, be tempted to deserl, or
at least retire from the Army, for the sake of inlisting as sub-
stitutes in the Militia, and extorting sums, proportionably
larger than heretofore, from the men who may be drafted
for the service.

I am very willing to believe that the authors of the resolves
for such additional pay, did not intend to sacrifice the gen-
eral interest of our Union, to a local, temporary popularity.
On the contrary, I judge that the excessive price now given
for every article of clothing, &c., misled their compassion
for their fellow-citizens, and that their errour proceeded from
the most liberal principles, and from their not being acquaint-
ed with the measures of Congress to supply the Army.

Oh! sir, may the Massachusetts delegates in Congress be
the first to move that august assembly for recommending
that none of the States sha]], without the previous approba-
tion of Congress, a]]ow any additional pay to their respect-
ive troops in dIP, Continental service. Unless a speedy
measure be adopted to cheek this amazing effusion orbenev-
olence, I foresee that it will corrupt our soldiery, that our
enemies wj]] expose our impossibility to continue such pro-

fusions, and I fear they may succeed in undermining our
credit at home and abroad.

As my zeal alone has dictated this letter, I shall not apol-
ogize for it, but, assure you, that with the greatest respect,
I shall ever remain, sir, your Exce]]ency's most obedient
and most humble servant, H GORATIO ATES.

To his Excellency John Hancock, Esq.

GENERAl. ARNOLD TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Ticonderoga, November 6,1776.
.

DEAR GENERAL: I beg leave to recommend to your par-
ticular notice the following gent1emen, who were taken at
Quebeck, and lately returned on their parole, viz: Major
Lamb and Captain Lockwood of the Artillery, Lieutenant-
Colonel Oswald and Captain Morgan: the two last went
with me from Cambridge. They have all distinguished
themselves for their bravery and attachment to the publick
cause, and will, I make no doubt, be very useful hereafter,
and do honour to the commissions they may hold. If it is
not inconsistent witl~your engagements; I beg they may be
among the first who are exchanged.

On the 3d instant the enemy began to embark at Crown
Point, and several vessels sailed yesterday moming. Two
vessels only remain there, on board of which the last troops
were embarked. They give out their intention is to return
to Canada, and pay us a visit in the spring. I wish it may
not be a feint to put us off our guard, and to return the first
fair wind. As the season is so far advanced, I am rather
inclined to think they are in earnest to return.

I wish to hear the enemy with you have taken up their
.

winter quarters. I hope this winter wi]] effect as much for
\ us as a victory.

I am, with sentiments of perfect esteem and respect, dear
General, your affectionate and most obedient humble servant,

B. ARNOLD.

His Excellency George Washington, Esq., General and
Commander-in-Chief of the forces of the United States of
America, Head-Quarters, King's Bridge.

JOHN BARUETT TO GENERAL GATES.

Hubbardton, 6th November, 1776.

8m: The party at work on the road have accomplished
the cutting a road through from the ~Iount to Otter Creek,
and will in a day or two effect the bridging; and I think
they may be essentially serviceable to the publick the re-
mainder of their time in cutting and clearing the road be-
tween Otter Creek and Number Four, if it be your Honour's
pleasure. The parties seem much engaged to proceed, if
your Honour's pleasure to permit.

I am your Honour's most obedient humble servant,
JOHN BAURETT,

Superintendent of tlte work.
The Honourable General Gates.

P. 8. Colonel ~leeds informs me that the block-house is
almost finished at the bridge, and begs your Honour's plea-
sure whether he must continue to guard there.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF S~FETY.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety,
November 6, 1776:

Present: His Honour the Governonr, his Honour the
Deputy Governol1l',Eliphalet Dyer, Jabr.z HuntinO'ton
1'itlMiHosmer, William Hillhouse, and Benjamin Hun~£ng:
ton, Esquires.

Capbin John McCleave exhibited an account against
the State of £428 9s. 5d., which is allowed, for warres and
biJleting, and otber expense of the men, &c., on bo~rd the
row-galley Whiting, lately under his command; and voted
to draw on the Pay-Table for the same.-(Order drawn
November 7,1776, and deliveredCaptain Jolm~lcCleave.)

«<
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Voted, To give Ol'der to Colonel William Pitkin to de-
liver what Powder he has in his hands belonging to this
State to the care of John Lawrence, Esq., Treasurer, who
is hereby directed to receive the same, and store and guard
it in some secure place at his discretion.-(Copy given,
November 6, 1776, to Colonel Pitkin.)

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table for one tholJsand
Pounds, in favour of MI'. Chancey Whittlesey, of Middle-
town, to (mabIe him to pUl'chase Clothing for this State, for
the use of the troops, &c.; to render his account.-(Order
drawn 6th November, 1776, delivered MI'. Chauncey Whit-
tlesey. )

New-Haven, November 6, 1776.

A few nights since, between three and foul' hundred
troops, from the State of Rhode-Island, crossed the Sound,
and landed on Long-Island, near Setasket, where they en-
gaged a party of the troops newly inlisted into General
Howe's Army, commanded by one Smith; five or six. of his
men were killed in the action, and himself and twenty-three
of his company made prisoners, who were brought off, with
seventv-five excellent muskets. The pl'isoners are a motley
herd, about one half of them being Negroes and Indians.
O[the Rhode-Island troops one was killed and one wounded.

We heal' that near two hundred sail of the enemy's Aeet
are on this side of lIell, Gate, the chief of them lying near
lIart Island.

COMMITTEE OF GUILFORD TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

The honourable Congress of New- York,
To Samuel Brown, Dr.

To five trips of the sloop Polly, fifty-five tons burthen,
from hence to Long-Island and back to Guilford, bringing
horses, cattle, sheep, hogs, people, household goods, &c., at
£20, this currency, pe.r trip, £ 100.

Errours excepted.
Guilford, September 30,1776.

SAMUEL BROWN.

Guilford, November 6, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: On receiving YOUI'letter, dated lIarlem,
August 28th, 1776, directed to the Chairman of the several
Committees on the sea-coast, the Committee of this place
immediately called a meeting and determined to comply
with your request, as per vote enclosed and record of their
doings may appear, dated August 31, 1776.

SHIU~~L BROWN,

Cltr7c of the Committee of Inspectors in Guilford.

To the honourable Congress of New- York, now convened
at Fishkill in said Province.

Guilford, November 6, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: As I was owner of the abo\'e sloop Polly, the
Committee applied to me for her to be employed in the
above business, which was readily complied and with no
particular agreement made; and as it is almost impossible to
gi\'e any particular account of what was bought, concluded
on the above sum, which I think is reasonable, provided I
take on myself the whole charge and damage, which was
very grf~at-as one anchor of three hundred and forty-one
weight was lost by the cable being cut off with rocks, ~he
cable milch damaged, and almost the whole of the runnIng
rigging worn out, used for halters, and gone; the expense
for victualling, drink, and more especially hanels' wages,
runnina high, as we could hire no otherwise than by the
day, a~d a lighter at three shillings pel' day for shipping
cattle the whole time, she much damaged, &c.

If the within charge is thought reasonable, please to pay
the sum to the bearer, Ezra L' Hommedieu, Esq., and his
receipt shall be your discharge. We looked on the vessel
in this affair at the risk of the Congress, and if it he more
:l"reeable to pay the damage, charter, and whole expense,
I~hall be satisfied, or settle the matter in any other way that
your Honours shall judge just and right.

I am, gent]emen, your fj'iend and humble servant,
SAMUEl', BROWN.

To the honourable Congress of New- York, now convened
at Pishkill.

N. B. The Chairman of this Committee now absent at-
tending the Assembly, could not write or attest what I bave
exhibited. S. BROWN.

GOVERNOUR OF RHODE-ISLAND TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Providence, November 6th, 1778.

SIR: The General Assembly of this State have ordered
two battalions to be immediately raised, agreeable to the
requisition of the honourable Continental Congress, signified
to them in a letter from the President of that august body.

Congress recommended tbat a Committee should be
appointed to repair to the Army, and there appoint the
officers; but as your Excellency was pleased to enclose in
your favour of the 12th ultimo a list of sLich gentlemen as
would be agreeable to you to receive commissions, the
General Assembly strictly adhered to yoUt' nomination,
although Lieutenant Pendleton and Lieutenant Crandall
belong to the State of Connecticut, and Ensign lIullniwell
to Massacltllsetts-Bay. Colonel Varnum is complimented
with a commission by this State; but as General Greene, in
his lettt:'r, has signified that Colonel Varnum. will decline
the appointment, the vacancy can be filled with Colonel
Greene, who was upon the Canada expedition.

The General Assembly have not appointed any of tbose
gentlemen who are now upon their parole, hut leave tbat
trouble for your Excellency and General Greene to do, as
soon as they may consistent with honour receive commis-
sIOns.

Yom Excellency was pleased to mention tbe ad vantages
that would result to the Army by a judiciouschoiceof men
of strict honour and reputation to officer the two battalions.
The General Assembly are very sensible of the great benefit
that will arise by ha ving such men only appointed; and as
the officers in the two old battalions have been immediately
under your Excellency's command, and the two battalions
heretofore raised by this State have now joined the Army,
the General Assembly could devise no better means of effect-
ing that salutary measure 'than referring the filling up of all
vacancies in the two battalions now raising to YOUI'Excel-
lency and General Greene, which th~y ha\'e done, and
desire that the officers nominated may belong to this State,
as they suppose this to be the meaning of Congress; and
request your Excellency that those appointed may immedi-
ately inlist every man possible belonging to the four Rhode-
Island battalions, in order to complete this State's quota, and
that you would he J.!leasedto give every necessary indul-
gence to the inlisting officers that can consistently be done
to effect the same.

The Assembly requests that your Excellency would im-
mediately despatch as many recruiting officers to this State
as can well be spared from duty in OI'der to effect the com-
pleting of the batta]ion, if they cannot be reinlistpd out of the
Rhode-Island forces now in the Army. Attention will be
paid to the officers sent upon this occasion, that they be such
as are most likely to succeed in the business. The General
Assemblybeing extremely anxious that the two battalions
should be forthwith raised, have, as a further encomagement
[or the soldiers to inlist, granted a bounty of twenty dollars,
to be paid by thisState to each and every non-commissioned
officer allll private soldier who shall so inlist, over and above
the provision made for them by Congress.

Messrs. lIazard and Holden, the bearers, will deliver to
yoUI' Excellency blank commissions [or the officers, which
you will please to cause to be immediately filled and deliv-
ered to the gentlemen you approbate.

Your Excellency will be pleased to excuse the trouble
tbat the General AssembJy have laid on you f\'Omtbe neces-
sity, they not knowing who will accept of commissions.

Messrs. Hazard and lIolden are appointed Paymasters
to tbe battalions ordered to be raised by this State, and are
furnished with money to pay the extra bounty alJowed by
this .State, and are to assist in inlisting the men.

At the request and in behalf of the General Assemblv,
I have the honoul' to subscribe myself, with great estee~n
and respect, your Excellency's 11Iost obedient, humble ser-
vant,

NICH's COOKE.
General Tliashington.

State of Rhode-Island and Providence Plantlltions, ~
In General Assembly, October Sessions, A. D., 1776. \

Both Houses being resolved into a Grand Committee,
made choice of the following gentlemen as Officers in the two

Battalions 01' Regiments to be raised by this State, agreeable
to requisition of Congress:
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First Battalion.

James Mitchell Varnum, Esq., Colonel; Adam Comstock,
Esq., Lieutenant- Colonel; Henry Sherburne, Esq., .7J{ajor.

CAPTAINS: Ebenezer Flagg, Silas Talbut, Thomas Cole,
Jol]l:! S. Dexter, Simeon Martin, Jonathan Wallen.

FIRST LIEUTENANTS: Joseph Arnold, William Belcher,
Timothy Lock, Samuel BisseJl, Wilson Rawson, WiJliam
Potter, Handy, Thomas Noyes.

SECOND LIEUTENANTS: Ichabod Prentice, John Chap-
man, John Remington.

J<-:NSIGN:Zephaniah Bowen.
STAFF OFFICERS: Clark Brown, Quartermaster; Jona-

than J. Hazard, Paymaster.

Second Battalion.
Daniel Hitchcock, Esq., Colonel; Israel Angel, Esq.,

Lieutenant-Colonel; Christopher Smith, Esq.,IUajor.
CAPTAINS:Jeremiah Olney, William Tew, Coggesral

Olney, Ephraim Bowen, William Bradford, John Carr,
Abimelech Riggs.

FIRST LIEUTENANTS: Stephen Olney, William Allen,
William Littlefield, Gilbert Grant, Joseph Whitmarsh,
David Peirce, Amos Crandel, Micah Moulton.

SECONDLIEUTENANTS:Thomas Hughes, Duty JerraJd.
ENSIGNS:Ebenezer West, Holliman Potter, Thomas

Waterman, Oliver Jencks, Richard Hunniwell.
STAFF OFFICERS: Cyprian Sterry, Quartermaster;

Charles Holden, Paymaster.
A true copy,

Witness: HENRY WARD, Secretary.

CO)lhIODORE HOPKINS TO THOMAS Ct:'SHING.

Providence, November 6th, 1776.

Sm: I received yours, and have inquired, and find that
there is no light duck on boardthe ship Captainjt1anlytold
YOll of, but there is a fourteen-inch cable, of about one hun-
dred and twenty or thirty fathoms,which has never been
used, though it has been on board a year. The Captain of
the ship tells me it WilSmade in London, and he thinks it a
very aood one. I spoke to Mr. Tillinghast, the agent here,
and l~esays, if it suits you, you may have the cable for the
same weight in other rigging, or for what he gi~'esfor rigging
here, which is the extravagant price of twenty dollars pel'
hundred; but as the greatest part of it belongs to the Con-
tinent it is no great matter as to the price. If the cable
should suit you, p1ease to write to Mr. Daniel Tillinghast,
as I shall go to Newport to-morrow, and perhaps to sea
before I return.

I am, with great respect, sir, your humble servant,
ESEK HOPKINS.

To Thomas Cushing, Esq., at Boston.

NEW-IB.MPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GEN. GATES.

State of New-Hampshire, ~
In Committee of Safety, November 6, 1776. 5

Sm: The bearer, Mr. James Anderson, employed by this
State to ride express to Ticonderoga, waits on you to receive
any commands you may have on this State. Hoping suc-
cess m:1J attend your endeavours' fi)r supporting the rights of
America, in behalf of the Committee, I subscribe myself
your humble servant.

General Gates.

MATTHEW TILGU~UN TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Annapolis, November 7th, 1776.

SIR: Mrs. Chamier being desirous of going to Lord Howe's
camp on a visit to her husband, I am directed by Conven-
tion to request that you, sir, will grant her a passport to the
Americr.n camp, with a recommendation to Gerieral Wash-
ington to grant permission to Mrs. Chamier to visit her
husband, on giving her parole of honoUl' not to say or do any
thing to the injury of the United States, or any of them.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient
servant 1\ 1 '1

,
. P .,

l' ATH. ILGIH1AN, resIdent.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of Con<rress
at Philadelphia.

., ,

GEORGE WOOLSEY TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, of 7th Novemher, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Yesterdav I received a few lines from Mr.
Ridgely, by your orders, r~questing my presence at Annap-
olis, to take charge of a ten-gun schooner. He also says he
wrote me a few days ago, which I never received; if I had,
I shou1d have answered it. I am much obliged to you,
gentlemen, for your good opinion of me in giving me a pre-
ference; and I wish my health would have permitted me to

accept of it. At present I am under the care of Doctor
Weisenthall, and he will not permit me to be out at night
or get wet. Such a person I am sure is pot fit to serve the
publick in the capacity you propose for me. Within this
week I think I am something better, and he gives me hopes;
if I get able by the spring, be assured I will not draw back
my sel'vice from the publick. I expect my b~'other here

every day. On bis arrival I shall write you about him. I
know he has offered his service to the publick, and believe
he does not intend to draw back. I wish he would suit you
for this vessel, as I make no doubt of his accepting of it.
He is now at Colonel Trevcrs's, on Hooper's Island. 'Vas
sick when he went there, but expect him every day.

I am, gentlemen, your very humble servant,
GEO. WOOLSEY.

To the honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.

CAPTAIN SMITH'S COMPANY OF MATROSSES TO lIIARYLAND
COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

November 7th, 1776.

HONOURED SIR: Our present situation obliges us to re-
quest (ha ving no one in the company that win see us done
justice to,) I hope your Honour wiJJ please to consider us,
and see aUI' cause righted. Your Honour was pleased to
order us leggins and draws, which we have never received.
Hunting-shirts lIot one half of the company received. In
regard to our provisions that's allowed us by the Conven-
tion, we do!)'t receive but bare meat, bread, and beer. Our
allowance is as follows: Beef, one pound per day; bread,
one pound per day; beer, one quart per day; rum, one gill
per day. In short, we are allowed meal, pork, peas; vine-
gar, molasses, soap, salt, candles, &c., forty shillings per
month, which we don't receive but thirty-five shiJJings, which
is too Ijttle to keep us in shoes and stockings, every thing is
at such an extravagant price-shoes fifteen shillings per pair,
linen seven or eight shillings per yard, stockings seventeen

.or eighteen shillings pel' pair.
We hope your Honour will please to take Ollr cause in.

hand, and see us done justice to. If we don't meet with a
speedy redress from YOllr Honour, we mllst be under the
necessity of petitioning the Convention, as we can never
subsist this winter on the provisions we receive at present.

Your Honour's obedient and humble servants.

To the honourable the Council of Safety of ~j}faryland.

WILLIAM WHIPPLE TO JOHN LANGDON.

PhiladeJphia, 7th November, 1776,

l\iY DEAR SIR: My last was by the schooner Betsc1j by
whom through your favour I shipped twelve barrels fl~ur.
I now take the libert~ to enclose James .L"W.iller'sreceipt for
the same. Have desIred Mrs. W. to settle the jj'eirtht with
you, and shall also desire bel' to apologize for the t~ouble I
give you. I have got an order on the Treasury, and shall
honour your drafts whenever they appeal'.

I mentioned by Colonel Bartlett how matters stood re-
specting the guns, and cannot help flattering myself you'll
have them from Connecticut. The furnaces here have been
very unfortunate. The guns that were brought down before
I left this place last August, have been tried a second time,
and many of them would not st.andthe proof, so that there
is not guns in this city for one ship.

The President tells me be has forwarded the commissions
for the officers. It happened unlucky for the officersof the
Raleigh, that the rank was established before my arrival'
had not that have ~een the case, ,I am inclined to t.hink they
would have been hIgher on the list; however, tbe]r merit I
am in no doubt, will reeommend them to promotion. '

The Marine Committee have received a letter from the
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Committee of Providence, in answer to one sent them, in
consequence of wbat you wrote Colonel Bartlett, a copy of
which, also a copy of one from Governour Hopkins, (who is
now at Providence,) I shalJ procure and transmit, and leave
you to comment on them; in the mean time I'll undertake to
defend you against calumny.

I ha.v~ just received your favour, of the 21st ultimo.
Your gIVIng up to Captam Plance Ins small adventure is,
in my opinion, very right; but by some hints that have been
dropped, am inclined to think that some gentlemen suppose
you have exceeded your power. Captain Bowden, I find,
has preferred a petition, which is referred to a comqJittee.
I have a letter from Colonel Wentworth on the subject,
which 1 shall answer in a day or two. I heartily wish there
may be some method adopted whereby that gentleman may
be relieved, but must.confess am doubtful of the success of
his petition:"'-fora publick body to break their own general
rules may be attended with evil consequences; however, I
shall do all in my power to have this matter determined as
speedily as possible, and shall use my endeavours to serve
Captain Bowden, so far as (in my opinion) is consistent with
tbe publick good.

I have no news to tell you. Accounts from abroad are
very favourab1e; hope to have it in my power to transmit
you some pleasing intelligence shortly; in the mean time I
wish effectual measures may be taken to procure clothing
for the Army. Congress pass resolves and send them
abroad, but gentlemen, even those who compose publick
bo~ies, .suffe~ their attention to be so much engrossed by
their pl'1vatemterest, that the publick concerns of the utmost
importance are neglected, notwithstanding their own and
their country's salvation is at stake. Our Army are in (rood
spirits; but can it be expected that that will be the case long,
when they are almost naked? Congress have been disap-
pointed in some goods that was expected some time ago;
perhaps they will still arrive; no doubt some will. In the
mean time it has been recommended to the several States to
make all the provision they can, but I don't see that such
recommendat!on has any effect. I have wrote very freely,
but hope you II make a prudent use of it. I by no means
would discourage; my desire is to animate everyone to exert
himself in the glorious cause in which America is engaged;
for my own part I have not a doubt of success in the end,
but my wish is to put a speedy end to slaughter and devas-
tation, which already is great, but must be still greater if the
war continues, which nothing will prevent but the ~tmost
exertions of the friends to Eberty and humanity: such exer-
tions, under the smiles of Heaven, wiHrestore peace to, and
establish happiness in this western world.

Our last aecounts from the Army is favourable; General
Lee, in a private 1etter to a friend, says that Howe has but
two moves more, in which we shall checkmate him. I must
leave the explanation of this to those who understand the
game of chess. A report is just arrived that many Hessians
had deserted. If this proves true, it's a favourable circum-
stance; great pains have been taken to persuade those peo-
ple that they would be massacred if they fell into the hands
of the Americans. Those that have been taken are very
agreeably disappointed, and say that if their countrymen
were undeceived, there would be a general revolt; some
measures have been taken for this purpose, and perhaps with
effect.

Enclosed you have some late resolutions of Congress re-
peeting the Navy. Some further proposals are before Con-
gress, which I expect wiH be soon taken up.

Present my regards wherever due, and be assured of the
best wishes of your friend, &c.,

W M. WHIPPLE.

November, IOth.-General Howe not likino-the situation
::>

of ~ur Ar£?y, removed very suddenly in the night from
Whzte-Plazns, where he has been encamped. This move-
ment was a matt~r of great speculation in our Army, but
from the observatIons made on his motions, it was conjec-
tured that he intended to cross over to New-Jersey. Gen-
eral Washington has detached about fOllrthousand, under
the command of General Putnam, over the river above
him,.in ?r~er to ~ive him a proper reception on this side.
Advlcels Just arrIved that th~ enemy had retreated irom
Crown-Point. The particulars of this affair is hour1y ex-
pected by an express that's on the road.

PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, November 7,1776.

Resolved, That the Salt purchased by the Council for
the use of the inhabitants of this State shaH be proportioned
to the several Counties, as near as may be, accordino- to the
number of inhabitants in each; and that the' quantity ~llotted
to ~ach County be delivered to such persons as shall apply
for It, ,by order of the sev~r~l Committees, on their paying
the pl'1me cost of fifteen sllllhngs per bushel, to be distributed
by said Coml1li~tees amongst the people at the same price,
expense of carnage only added.

Extract from the Minutes:
JACOBS. HOWELL, Secretary.

There are in store a few waO'on loads ready to be deliv-
ered for each County.

::>

GENERAL GREENE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Fort Lee, November 7,1776.

DEAR SIR: 'By an express from Major Clarke stationed
at Dobbs's Ferry, I find the enemy are encamped right op-
posite, to the number of between three and five thousand
and the Major adds, from their disposition and search afte:
boats they design to cross the river. A frigate and two
transports or provision ships passed the cheveau-de-frise
night before last; they were prodigiously shattered from the

fire of our cannon. The same evening, Colongl Tupper
attempted passing the ships with the pettiaugers loaded with
flour. The enemy manned several barges, two tenders, and
a row-gaHey, and attacked them. Our people run the petti-
augers ashore, and landed and defended them. The enemy
attempted to land several times, but were repulsed. The
fire lasted about an hour and a half, and tbe enemy moved

o~ C?lonel Tupper still thinks he can transport the pro-
VISIons In flat-boats. A second attempt shall be speedi1y
made. We lost one man mortallY wounded.

Genera1Mercer writes me the Virginia troops are coming
on. They are nowat Trent-Town. He proposes an attack
on Staten-Island; but the motionsof the enemy are such
I. think necessary for them to come forward as fast as pos-
SIble. On York-Island, the enemy have taken possession
of the far hiB next to Spiten-Devil. I think they will not
be able to penetrate any further. There appears to be
about fifteen hundred of them. From the enemy's motions
I should be apt to suspect they were retreating from your
Army, or, at 1east, a1tering their operations.

Mr. Lovell, who at last is enlarged from his confinement
reports that Co]onel Allen, his feHowprisoner, was informed
that transports were getting in readiness to sail at a moment's
warning sufficient to transport fifteen thousand men.

The officers of Colonel Hands's regiment are here with
in~isti~gorde!s. The officers of the Pennsylvania regiments
thmk It a gl'levance (such of them as are commissioned for
the new establishment) that the officers of other recriments
shou1dhave the privilege of inlisting their men befo~e they
get orders. I have stopped it until I learn your Excellen-
cy's pleasure. General Ewing is very much opposed to it.
You'll please to favour me with a line on the subject.

I am, with the greatest respect, your Excellency's obe-
dient servant, N ' G. ATH L REENE.

To his Excellency General Washington, at White-Plains.
Favoured by GeneralMorris.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR LIVINGSTON.

White-Plains, 7th November, 1776,

SIR: On Tuesday morning the enemy broke up their
encampments which were in front of our lines, after having
remained there several days without attempting any thing.
They have gone towards the North River and King's
Bridge. This sudden and unexpected movement is a mat-
ter of much speculation. Some suppose they are going
into winter quarters, and will sit down in New- York, without
doing more than investing Fort Washington. I cannot
subscribe whoHy to this opinionmyseJf. That they wilJ invest
Fort Washingtonisa matter of which there can be no doubt;
and I think tbere_is a strong probabilitythat General I[owe
will detach a part of his force to make an incursion into
Jersey, provided he is going to New- York. He must at-
tempt something on account of his reputation, for what has
he done as ~'et with hisgreat Army?
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Persuaded that an expedition to tbe Jerseys will succeed
his arrival in New-York, with a detachment of his Army,
as soon as I can be satisfied that the present manreQvre is a
real retreat and not a feint, I shall throw over a body of our
troops, witb the utmost expedition, to assist in checkinO"
their progress. At the same time, I beg leave to recommend
to your consideration the propriety and necessity that some
measures should be taken to place your Militia on the best
footing possible, and that a part of 'em may be in readiness
to supply the place of the troops (denominated new levies)
from your State, whose time of servicewill presentlyexpire.
Your vigilance and attention I know will not be wanting in
any instance; yet there is one thing more I will take the
liberty to mention, that is, that the inhabitants contiguous
to the water should be prepared to remove their stock, grain,
effects, and carriages, upon the earJiest notice. If they are

.
not, tbe calamities tbey will suffer will be beyond all descrip-. tion, and the advantages derived to the enemy immensely
great. They have treated all here without discrimination.
The distinction of Whig and Tory has been lost in one gen-
eral scene of ravage and desolation. The article of forage
is of great importance to 'em; not a blade should remain for
their use. What cannot be removed with 'Convenience
should be consumed without the least hesitation. These
several matters I thought it my duty to suggest to you, not
doubting but you will give 'em such attention as they may
seem to deserve; and that yoUI'own good judgment wiJl
point out many more necessary regulations adapted to the
exigency of our affairs.

I do not know the state of the barracks about Elizabeth-
Town, Amboy, and Brunswick. They may be exceedingly
necessary to cmrer our troops. I think it will be advisable
to have them examined, and that you should direct such
necessary repairs to be made as they may require.

I have the honourto be, with sentimentsof respect, your
most obedient servant, G t vO. t ASHINGTON.

To Governour Livingston, New-Jersey.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL GREENE.

""Vhite-Plains, November 7th, 1776.
.

DEAR SIR: The enemy, after having encamped in full
view of us and reconnoitring our situation for severaldays,
thought proper, on Tuesday morning, to decamp. They
have bent their course to Dobbs's Ferry, inclining towards
King's Bridge. What their real designs are, we, as yet,
are strangersto; but conjecturing that too little is yet done
by General Howe to go into winter quarters, we conceive
that Fort Washington will be an object for part of his force,
whilst New-Jersey may claim the attention of the other
part.

To guard against the evils arising from the first, I must
recommend to you to pay every attention in your power,
and give every assistance you can, to the garrison opposite
to you. To guard against the latter, it has been determined
(but this as much as possible under the rose) in a council
of war to throw over a body of troops so soon as we can
with moreprecision ascertain the destination of the enemy
into the Jerseys. To facilitate this move, the Quartermaster
General has sent over for teams to meet the troopsat the
ferry above; and I should be glad to know your sentiments
of tbe place tbey shDuld be marched to as best for covering
the inhabitants and impeding their progress towards Phila-
delphia,if such a scheme is in contemplatiDn. Would nDt
Brunswick be the most likely place to answer this end? or
is it too far fromNew-York? Tbey can have no capital
object in view unlessit isPhiladelphia. Makingexcursions
only into the Jerseys, unless it is for forage, is playing no
more than a small game, but such a one as may be neces-
sary for them and distressing to the farmers; for which
reason the inhabitants should always be prepared to drive
offtheir wagons,teams,and stock, that neither of them may
fall into the hands of the enemy. Impress this speedily and
forcibly upon them. They may rely upon it, that the enemy
will leave nothing they find among them, nor do they dis-
criminatebetweenWhigandTory. Woful experience has
convinced the latter, in the movements of the enemy in this
State, of this truth.

If you have not already sent my boxes with camp tables
and chairs, be so good as to let them remain with you, as I

do not know but I shall move with the troops designed for
t~e Jerseys, persuaded as I am of their having turned their
vle~s that way. . I am Df opinion that if your magazines at
Prwcetown were mcreased and those in the vicinity of New-
York lessened, it would be better. We find great risk and
inconvenience arising from having stores near navigation.
Perhaps a magazine at Brunswick might not be amiss.
The barracks there should be got in order.

I am, very sincerely, dear sir, your most obedient,
Go. WASHINGTON.

To Major-General Greene.

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

White-Plains, November 7th, 1776.

SIR: In obedience to his Excellency's command, I am
to inform you that yesterday the General Officers met, to
ta~~ a summa,.y view D~our affairs. They appeared to be
c~ltIcal .and truly alarmmg, on account of the approaching
?ISSolutlOnof our Army, and the departure of a large part of
It, under tbe denomination of New Levies, on tbe eve of
taking place.

Impressedwith the importanceof these matters, at a time
when the enemy have a very numerous and formidabJe force
w~tching an oppor~unity to execute their plansand to spread
rum and devastation among us, the council unanimously
advised that applicatiDn should be made to several of the
States fDrsupplies of Militia to fill the places of those who
are nDW here, and in part the vacancies which will be
occasioned by the return of the levies. The hDpe and
prosp:ct of raising a new army within a convenient time
IS so !Jttle" and the consequences so evident]y alarming, if a
sufficient [S not kept up to counteract the designs Df the
enemy, that the council were of opinion that they should be
engaged, if possible, tD continue in service till the 1st of
Jtlarc~, unless their return could be sooner dispensed with;
flattenng themselves that by that time, if not long before,
such ~n arm'ywill be levied as to render any futureclaims
of their service altogether unnecessary, unless in cast) of the
most.pressing necessity.

HIs Excellency, well knowing the exertions of your State
and the difficulties you have experienced on account of the
£I'equent large drafts from it from time to time, declines men-
tioni.ngany particular Dr precise quota as necessary to be
furmshed bX.~ou, and means only to sub~it the propriety
of tl~e reqUIsItIOn, and the performance of It, to your consid-
er,atlOn, fully confiding that whatever aid is in your power
will be mDst readily granted. His Excellency thinks it
materialthat some measuresshould be adopted for the pur-
pose especially, as the Militia which lately came under Gen-
eralSaltonstallare extremely impatient to return. Two or
three of thei~ Colonels applied to him yesterday fDr tbat

~urpose.'urgmg that they had not engaged for any par-
t~cula~tIme. He ?~uldnDtgrant theirrequestin the present
sltuat[Dn of our affaIrs, but has little doubt but many of the
men, as they have already, will go off.

I have the hDnour to be, &c.,
R. H. HARRISON.

To Governour Trumbull, Connecticut.

GENERAL lIIcPOUGALL TO COLONEL DE WITT.

White-Plains, 7th November, 1776.

SIR: Since Mr. Harper and you left me, I find, that if
Henry G. Livingston, ]at8 Brigade-Major to Lord StirlinU"
should be appDinted Lieutenant-Colonel Df my old re~~
ment, those officers who are worth retaininO"in the service
w~1l .not c.DIJtinue. I therefore judge it, my duty to give you
thIs mtelbgence. As I expect my bngade will move in a
few days I cannot answer Mr. Cortlandt's letter on the sub-
ject of the clothing of the troops,till we take our next PDst.
The enemy have moved to the northward and westward
towards Dobbs'sFerry yesterday, but we have not been
able witb certainty to gather their design. They have de-
stroyed all furniture before them, and drove off the cattle
and sheep within. their reach.

Time ~villonly permit me to add, that I am, with respect,
your humble servant,

ALEX'R McDoUGALl,.
To Colonel Charles De Witt, Esq., Member of Convention

of New-York.
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cotONEL HUNTINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRl1MBULL.

Camp North-Castle, 7th November, 1776.

HONOURED SIR: A lordly mansion never contained more
health and contentment tban the little cel1, balf under ground,
that we occupy here in the fields, dwelling with my own
people. The soldiery have become very ragged, often very
dirty, and sometimes hungry, witbout the mea liS to satisfy.
They daily called to fatigue or other duty, if not to uncom-
mon hardships, yet they go to, and through all, with alert-
ness and cheerfulness-I speak of my own regiment in
particular, I wisb I could retain them in service. I am much
concerned for the Army, between the old and the new
inlistment. The old troops cannot be indulged witb fur-
loughs; they will not, I fear, inlist again without such a
privilege.

The enemy have retreated Ii'om White-Plains. It was
a happy thought, the burning of a few houses upon our
retreat from tbence. That measure convinced them they
had little to expect from penetrating the country. They
saw how much we would sacrifice to the safety of our Army
and disadvantage of theirs; at tbe same time it must have
struck terrour into the Tories and influence them in our
favour from the strong motive of interest, as they perceive
their dwellings, &c., depend on our success.

7th, P. 1}I.-The enemy are gone from their Jines on the
Sound. Do not yet learn their route; it is not unlikely they
are retuming to the city by way of Prog's Point, where they

first landed, and near where their ships have been ever
since laying; or may be, they will take a shorter way and
go down the post-road; if so we shall hear of them at Fort
Washington. We are told they insisted on taking their
good friends the Tories along with them, though much against
the inclination of the latter. They will sel'\'e them to bear
burdens, if not to bear arms. I wish more of them might fall
in their way. We do not find that the British Army show

them any favour, except here and there a particl1lar one.
A Scot soldier, of more than common understanding for his
class, who lately deseried, teIls that the British officers are
often disputing with one another on the merits of the contro-
versy; that they begin to own us to be good soldiers save
the want of a little more discipline; that the Army is very
sickly.

Eight o'clock, Thursday Eve.-,-This moment an express
from Head-Quarters, ordering Colonel Throop's regiment
to march immediately, the rest of us to be in readiness,
upon information that the enemy intend to take the passes
at the Highlands. Fellows's brigade are ordered to Croton's
.Ferry to interrupt them; Bell's brigade to foIlow.

I am, with love and respect to mother, son, &c., your
affectionate son, J HED. UNTINGTON.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER DATED NORTtI-CASTLE, NOVEMBER 7,

1776.
Since I wrote you the other day, an event has taken place

which I think wiIl finish this campaign: the enemy have
suddenly and unexpectedly decamped. The general opin-
ion is, that they are going into winter quarters at New- York;
and indeed some of the desertersor prisoners told us this
was what they intended; but I think the season is not yet
so far advanced as to render this step immediately necessary.
It is probable they wilJ take Fort Washington in their
return, or rather, that our people will abandon it, by which
means they wiIl at last become masters of New- York Island.
They have become possessedof more territory this campaign
than the last, but they will derive very lillie if any more
advantage from it, than from their possessionsin and about
Boston: of honour, they will hardly gain so much, for they
do not deserve it. .

Let us revie:-v their mighty' deeds: Two hundred sail of
British ships gained possessionof Staten-Island, a sandy
spot of very little extent, inhabited by Tories, who surren-
dered it to them without firing a gun. At Long-Island
they gained more credit, for by fighting they obtained a part
of it, but much the largest part remains in our possession
yet. The city of New- York, and every other place the
enemy became masters of, was evacuated by us, and not
oonquered by tbem, except a smaIl hill at Whl:te-Plains,
which they bought and paid a high price for (by tbeir own
accounts) in British blood. This very hill they have now
given up to us, as they did Bunker's, last campaign. In

every battle and skirmish, ~xcept at Long-Island and the
hiIl above-mentioned, we have been victorious. Now what
have they to boast of? Nothing but a little territory which
we evacuated, and by evacuating It obtained important ad-
vantages. Wi1l tbis repay the expenses of the largf'st fleet
and army Great Britain ever sent to America? Have all
the enemy's exertions effected the so-much talked-of junction
with Burgoyne, which was to produce wonders? Have they
subjugated the" rebe1liousAmericans" -the grand design
of theircominghere? Nothingof all this; hut, to the eternal
disgrace of Lord and General Howe, impartial history will
record that they crossed an ocean of three thousand miles,
with a fleet of three or four hundred sail, an army oC-near
thirty thousand men, and a very large train of artillery, to
subdue men who had been declared in tbe British Parlia-
ment to be "cowards;" and after all, marched but twelve
miles from their ships during a whole summer and part of
the fall, and then went into winter quarters. How is the
glory of Britain fa1len! how have her arms been suIlied! I
think General IIowe must feel very much ashamed of bim-
self.

Six sailors and three soldiers (prisoners) are brought in
this morning; the sailors were sent on sbore ~oget wood. I
have been talking with the prisoners. The soldiers say the
talk in their camp is, that the enemy intend attackingFort
Washington, and then retiring into winter quarters at New-
York.

I must not omit telling you of a clever exploit of some
Connecticut Rangers under Major Colburn. When tbe ene-
my attacked the lines of Harlem, these Rangers took a fore-
wheel and a hind-wheel of a wagon, and fixed an axletree
to them; upon tbe axletree they placed a keg wbich would
contain about ten gallons, mounted like a mortar; in tbis
they put a canteen with two cartridges in it, and fixed a rope
to each end of the axletree. Another perSall got a pitchfork
and wrapped some rags about it to make it look like a
sponge. Tbus equipped about forty of them marched off'
dragging their mortar with them; when tbey got witbin a
propet' distance of the enemy, the)' set fire to the cartridO'es
in the canteen, and fired a volley of small-arms. The e~e-
my observingthe keg, mistook it for a mortar, and ran away.
with great precipitation. I have this piece ?f intelligenco
from an officer who saw the whole transactIOn, and from
another who was told of it at Fort Washington. I think
the epithet of cowardsmay be justly retorted; not from this
instance only, but from otherswhichmightbe mentioned.

The Light-Horse are certainly a set of poltroons. I have
already sent you several instances of their cowardicc, such
as their retreating upon a single shot being fired at them at
White-Plains; suffering a few of our Riflemen to take thirty
sheep from them, &c., which you will easily recol1ect.

Since writing the above two more prisoners have been
taken. They are a sergeantand private of the Grenadiers.
And a drummer and fifeI' have deserted from the enem)'.
.We are this minute informed that ten more prisoners have
been taken by the scouting parties.

November S.-The enemy's left wing is at Dobbs's Fer-
ry; their right about three miles nearer New-York. Entre
nou.~,I think tbe enemy must try to strike some important
stroke which will makea noise before they go into winter
quarters. From their lying along the river I suspect thpy
intend either to enter New-Jersey, or make a push up the
North River. In either case we are ready for them.

I have heard nothing about the packet, except that some
women who livt: about two miles below the White-Plains,
at whose house some British officers lodged, heard one of
the officers say to the other that a packet had.arrived which
had brought d-d bad news. . The very next morning the
Army began to remove.

CO~IFORT SANDS TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Fish-Kill, November 7,1776.

SIR: Agreeable to an order of Convcntion of the 20th
September last to me, to prepare the publick accounts of this
State, to be transmitted to the Treasury Office of the United
States, at Philadelphia, I have to inform you that I have
used the utmost diligence to complete them, but have not
been able final1y to do it, as there still remain sOllJe few
accounts unsettled, which will be Continental. However,
have got them in such a state as to be able to settle the
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Met according to adjournment.

Present: Robert Yates, President, JamesDuane, Jacob
Cuyler, Robert R. Livingston, John Ten Broeck, John
Taylor.

A Letter fr'om Colonel Whiting, of K£ng's District bat-
talion, dated at King's District, the 24th instant, was read,

To P. V. Cortlandt, Esq., President of the Convention of (marked No.3,) giving information of a number of disaf-
the State of .New- York. fected persons in that District.

Resolved, That an officer and fifteen men, of the Albany
Ran~ers, commanded by C

.
aptain Baldwin , and now quar-

COOPERATE WITH
~

tered in this city, be immediately despatched to assist in
opposing and securing the said insurgents; and that appli-
cation be made to the Committee of Albany, under whose
directions the said Rangers are, for that purpose. Which
was accordingly done and agreed to.

Resolved, That a Letter be written to Colonel W"hitl:ng,
directing and authorizing him to raise and detain for the same
service the we1l-affected Militia remaining in that District,

, and to ca1l on the nearest Township in the IJJassachusetts-
Bay for such a number of men as will, together with his
own and the Rangers, make up one hundred; and that he
be further directed to see the men properly supplied with
provisions, agreeable to the Continental allowance, upon
which 1hey will be placed both with respect to pay and
rations. The whole body to be commanded by the said
Colonel TVhiting until he shall be superseded by a superiour
officer.

The draft of a Letter to Colonel Whiting was read and
approved of.

Ordered, To be copied, signed by the Chairman, and
sent off by express. (Front the Letter No.4.)

Mr. Avery, agreeable to request, delivered in an estimate
of Provisions at the different stations. (See the Estimate,
No.5.)

It was represented to this Committee that Dr. Henry Van
Dyck, Cornelius Glen, Berifamin French, Jacob A. Lan-
sing, John Stevenson, Henry Ten Eyck, John Van Allen,

Albany, October24th, 1776. John Visscher, of Schenectady, Major Edminston, a half-pay

In consequence of the above Resolves, brought up by R. officer, Peter Van Schaack, Peter Vasburg, Robert Oksly,

R. Livingston, Esq., the following gentlemen met at the James Dole, Baker, ;John. Tryon, are persons. disaf-

above place, to wit: Evert Banker, Robert R. Livingston, fected to the cause of Amencan Itberty, and that their stay
Jacob Cuyler, Robert Yates, John Taylor, John Ten in the County of Albany will be dangerous.
B'roeck, James Duane.

. And thereupon, Resolved, That the members of this Com-

And after having the Resolves read, thereupon pro-
mit.tee wh

h
o a

C
re me~bers O

f
f

I
the q

d
om

c
mittee of t

d
he C

b
ou,nt1'

ceeded to the choice of a Chairman, and appointed Robert
walt ~n t e

"

om~lttee. 0 t 1e sal .ounty: an su mlt ~t

Yates Chairman of the said Committee.
to t~elr con:lder~!'on (If they have Just glOun.ds of tI~elr

Resolved, That a Letter be sent to General Schuyler, and
unu'l.endly dispositIOn) to remove them out of tlJlS State un-

that R. R. Livingston prepare a draft for that purpose.
mediately... .. .

Mr. LivinfJ"ston produced a draft which beinO' read and
.Whereas It IS represented to this CommIttee that there

aO'reed to,
b

, 0
are many disaffected persons in the Manor of Livingston,.,

Ordered, To be engrossed, [front the Letter No.1,] which and its ne~ghbourhood, a~d that the I'e~aining Militia who

was sent off by express the same eveninO'. can be rehed on are few m number and 1IIy armed:

Resolv~d.further, That alIo.ther Lette~ be despatched to Resolved, That a Lett~r be wr~tten. to t~le Comm~ndjng

P. R. L1Vtngston, Esq., President of the Convention, ac- O~c.er of the Manor Reglmen~, dlrec~mg him to detam the

quainting him with the measures taken by this Committee, ~Ilhtla t!lere, and hold t.hem III re~dmess to suppress any
and suggesting what ought to be done below, and that Mr. msurrectlons among the disaffected III that part of the State,

Duane draft the same. or wherever else they may be ordered by this Committee or

Resolved further, That Mr. Ave!'y, the Deputy Commis- the Committee of Safety of tl~e State of New- York. . .
sary, be requested to render an estimate of the Provisi()ns Resolved, That the CommIttee. of the Manor of Lwzng-

at the different Posts under his direction. ston be requested to arm and equip the Company of Ran-

A Paper dated the 24th instant (marked No 2) siO'n d
gel's raised in that District immediately, and order them to

by Thomas' Esmay, a Sergeant in Colonel'
,

0
e

be q.uartered a~ or ne~r the pl~ce of rendezvous, and kept in,

reO'iment in the Manor of Rensselaerw yck Was read 0"

.
0'

read mess for Immediate servICe; and that a copy thereot
,., ,

"
,.,lVIn,.,

b L. C I I]-I, L'
.

f
information of an insurrection of disaffected persons at the e sent to . ~eutenant- 0 ~ne enry l~mgston, 0 the

Hellebergh.
Manor of Lwmgston. WhICh was accordl11glydone.

Whereupon, Resolved, That the Second Battalion of the Mr. Duane, according to order, produced a draft of a
Claverack Militia, commanded by Colonel Van Ness and Letter to Peter R. Livingston, Esq., President of the Con-
now at Schuyler's Ferry, be ordered to return to this'city, vention of the State of lVew-Yo~k; which was read and
to be ready to march for the suppression of the said insur- approved of, and ordered to be signed and sent, together

gents. And an expl'e~sswas despatched accordingly. with the several papers referred to in the said Letter. (Sel;\
Resolved, That a Spy be sent among the insurO'ents to No.6.) .

discover their numbers, motio~ls, and designs.
0' John Vanden Bergh was brought bef,)re this Committee

. Colon~1 Van Schaack havlllg recomme~ded a soldier of for examination. He is a person who lives near the Helle~
hIs battalton for that purpose, he was accordmgly despatched, bergh! and suspected to be well acquainted with the pro.
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greatest part; the remainder of them have a prospect of soon
getting, which can be forwarded to me.

I apprehend it will be necessary for me to bave an ample
power from the Convention to take with me all the accounts
and vouchers, as the Continental and Provincial accounts
are so blended in the same vouchers that no separation can
be made. I submit whether it will not be necessary for me
to have discretionary power to settle the Continental account
in the best manner I can.

I am, sir, your very humble servant,
CmlFoRT SANDS.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO
GENERAL SCHUYLER.

The Committee appointed to cooperate with General
Schuyler in devising and carrying into execution all such
measures as they shall deem most effectual for repelling the
invasion of the enemy's Army on the northern and western
frontiers of this State, do report that they have, agreeable to
order, performed the services assigned tbem, in the manner
set forth in the Minutes of their proceedings, and the several
papers numbered from No.1 to No. 41, which are submit-
ted this 7th day of November, 1776.

ROB'T YATES, Chairman.

The Committee of Safety for the State of New- York,
convened at Fishkill, by their Resolves entered into the 19th
October, 1776, appointed Brigadier-General Ten Broeck,
Evert Banker, Robert R. Livingston, Jacob Cuyler, Rob-
ert Yates, John Bleecker, Christopher Yates, John Taylor,
John Ten Broeck, James Duane, Volkert Veeder, and Wil-
liam Harper, a Committee, in order to cooperate with Major-
General Schuyler in devising and carrying into execution all
snch measures as they shall deem most effectual for repelling
the invasion of the enemy's Army on the northern and west-
ern frontiers of this S\ate; anrl that for the pl1l'pose of carry-
ing into execution the said Resolves, any four of the above
number, together with the Chairman, be a quorum.

.

with instructions, and promise of a reward of ten pounds if
he should perform the service satisfactorily.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to"mOlTOWmorning.

October 25, 1776.
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ceedings and designs of the disaffected in those parts; which
he, lipan a long examination and with great backwardness,
at last discovered. (See the Examination, No.7.)

Agreed, To despatcb a messenger to Colone] Vanden
Bergh and Captain Slillgerlandt, requesting tbeir attend-
ance on this Committee, to inform them of the situation of
the country in and about the places alluded to in tbe above
examination, and to march with Co]onel Van Ness's Regi-
ment, as guides, to those places. Whicb messenger was
despatched accordingly.

Adjourned to to-morrow morning.

October 26, 1776.

Met according to aojournment.

Present: Robert Yates, Chairman, John Ten Broeck,
Robert R. Livingston, John Taylor, Jacob CI1yler, James
Duane.

Colone] Vanden Bergh and Captain Slingerlandt ap-
peared according to request, and with therYl Lieutenant
Luke. Colonel Vanden Bergh produced returns of such
persons in his regiment who have not marched up with the
.Militia of the County; and it appears by othel' information,
that most of them are such as have collected themselves in
and about tbe Hellebergh, for the purpose of opposing by
force the measures of Congress.

Agreed upon sending a Letter to Captain John Bradt, at
Coxsackie; wbich was accordingly done. (Front the Letter
No.8.)

Colonel Van Schaack being sent for, and asked'whether
he could spare about fifty of the Continental troops two or
three days, to march under the directions of this Committee
to the Ilellebergh, and he agreeing to it, he was desired to
order them under the command of Captain Hicks, to be in
readiness as soon as possible.

Captain Baldwin was also called in, and informed this
Committee that he had only about fifteen men of his com-
pany of Rangers, which he was ordered to hold themselves
in readiness for the same purpose.

Colonel Van Ness was ordered to detach eighty men out
of his regiment for the same service, and the remaining part
of bis regiment are to remain in this city to perform the duty
of tbose troops who are ordered ont,

Resolved, That Captain Abraham Slingerlandt, of Co]-
one] Vanden Bergh's regimcnt of Militia, be ordered to
attend the above detachments, as a guide in the route they
are to take for the apprehending the disaffected persons.

Resolved, That a set of Instructions be drawn for Major
Ford and the party under his command.

'Which said Instructions being drawll and agreed to,
Orrlered, That the same be copied, and given to the said

Major, for his conduct. (See the Instructions, No.9.)

October 27, 1776.

Pl'esent: Robert Yates, Chairman, JQhn Ten Btoeck,
John Taylor, Jacob Cnyler, Robert R. Livingston.

Received a Letter from Genera] Schuyler, of the ~Gth
instant, enclosing copies of Letters from Genera]s Gates and
Arnold. (Marked No. 10, 11, 12.)

Also, received a Letter from Secretary lVlcKesson, of the
2'2d instant. (No. 13.)

Resolved, That an answer be sent to Convention; and that
copies of the Letters received fi'om Genera] Schnyler be
therein enclosed.

Which is accordingly done, ann sent by the return of the
Express. (See the draft, No. 14.)

October 28, 1776.

Present: Robert Yate.~, Chairman, Robert R. Living-
ston, James Duane, John Taylor, Jacob Cuyler, John Ten
Brocclr.

The following Lettprs were received last night and now
laid before the Committee, to wit: A Letter from General
Schuyler, d~ted the 27th Oc/obel', instant, covering a Letter
from Captam Allen, dated Fort Dayton, 21st of October;
and also another Letter from Genera] Hermkemeyer, dated
tbe 25th October, giving an account orthe situation of Tryon
COUllty, and the information they bave respecti\'ely received
of the desertion of some of tbe inbabitants to tbe enemy, and

the probability that the County will soon be invaded. The
General thereupon acquainting this Committee that he had
ordered Colonel Day tun with his regiment to halt 011 their
march until they should hear from this Committee, and that
if a sufficient body of Militia could not be sent to secure
Tryon County, tbat Colonel Dayton is to obey tbe directions
of this Committee. (S~e No. 15, 16, 17.)

Thereupon Resolved, Tbat this Committee wi]] detach
the following Troops for the defence of the western frontiers,
VIZ:
Captain Bradt's Rangers, who have performed the service

at Coxsackie, - - - 50 men.
A detachment of Captain Baldwin's Com-

panyofRangers,- - - 20
A detachment under Major Ford, of Colonel

Van Ness's Regiment of Claverack Mi]itia, 80
A detachment of Schoharie Militia, under

Captain lIager, - 55
205

Captain Hicks's and McCracken's Companies, of
Colonel Van Schaack's Continental Regiment, 120

325
If there be added to the Troops now on that

service and the Tryon Militia, viz:
Elmour's Regiment, - - - p
Nichols's Regiment,
Tryon County Rangers,
:Militia supposed at

443
150
]50

-1,000 J ,743

TIre total wi]] be, - Men, 2,068
Resolved, That a Letter be despatched by express to

General Schuyler, enclosing the above Resolves, and contain-
ing the sentiments of this Committee upon tbe propriety of
ordering Co]onel Dayton's Regiment back, and the Troops
which may be ordered to Tryon County.

Which was accordingly done. (Front tbe draft of the Let-
ter, No. 18.)

Recei ved a Letter from Major Ford. (No.] 9.)
Resolved, That an Answer be despatched to Major Ford,

requiring his return as soon as the service whereon he was
sent is despatched. (No. ~l.)

Received a Letter from John Bradt, commanding the
party at Coxsackie, whereby he acquainted the Committee
of his proceedings. (No. 20.)

Resolved, That an Answer be sent to him, requiring his
return and the party under his command to this city, as soon
as their business is accomplished. (No. 22.)

Resolved, Tbat an order be issued to the Commissary,
Mr. Avery, to victual Major Ford's party with three days'
Provision~.

Which was accordingly done, and sent up by some of the
wagons belonging to the party.

John Vanden Bergh again appearing before this Com-
mittee, and discovering nothing further respecting tbe Tories
in .and about the Hellebergh, he was thereupon dismissed,
and for his former services he was given forty shillings.

A draft of a Letter was prepared to be sent to General
1-Ierkimer, which was agreed to, and ordered to be copied
and sent, and a copy thereof ordered to be enclosed in Gen-
era] Schnyler's Letter.

Mr. Dirck Swart was caned in, in order to give this
Committee information of such particulars as he heard at
Bennington respecting two Letters which had been received
b}; tbeir Committee from Commissary Young and. Deputy
A(~illtant-General Trumbull; and the information he gave is
as follows. (See the Examination on the file subscrihed by
Mr. Swart, No. 23.)

October 29, 1776.

Present: Robert Yates, Chairman, James Duane, Rob-
ert R. Livingston, John Ten Broeck, Jacob Cuyler, John
Taylor.

Major Ford, with the party under his command, returned
from the IIellebergh, and reports, tbat be could not discover
any parties of disaffected persons assembled together; that
be bad traversed the country, and found that most of the
inhabitants had absconded; that he bas apprehended, bow-
ever, (see his Narratire, Letter,A,) John Reid, John Long,
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Gerrit Slingerlandt, Wouter Slingerlandt, Myndert Bradt,
John Seeger, Jeremiah Pemberton, John Halcnbeeclc, (who
he discharged,) Gen'it Seeger, Matthys lloghtailing, (who
he released, but retained his arms.)

Thereupon the Committee proceeded to the examination
of John Reid, John Long, and ltlyndert Bradt.

As to tbe first, upon examination, his character appears
suspicious, and therefore he was remanded to jail.

As to the second, that is to say, John Long, he appears
to have been misled; and professing his hearty repentance,
and promising a ready cQncurrence with the measures of
Congress, was thereupon dismissed upon bis promise to go
up and join his Militia regimcnt at Fort Edward. (No.
24.J

Myndert Bradt appeared to be an ignorant lad, of about
sevepteen years, but not sufficiently candid, was thereupon
remanded.

Received from General Schuyler a Letter of the 29th in-
stant, in answer to that of yesterday's date, acquainting this
Committee that he had ordered Colonel Dayton's regiment
to prosecute their march to the northward, and that about
four hundred of the Militia were ordered to march from Fort
Edward to Tryon County, to be under the command of
Generaillerlcimer or Colonel Van Schaick, whom he had
ordered into that quarter, with the two companies of his
regiment up with him. (See No. 25.)

Thereupon Ordered, That Mr. Avery, the Deputy Com-
missary-General, be made acquainted with this movement,
in order to be ready to furnish those Troops with Provisions.

Resolved further, That Captain Bradt march with his
Company of Rangers into Tryon County, and to put himself
under the command of Colonel Van Schaick, and that Cap-
tain Hagel', with the party of Militia under his command,
return to Schoharie, and hold themselves in readiness at a
moment's warning, whenever they shall receive orders from
Colonel Van Schaiclc, that they may contribute, with the
rest of their fellow-subjects, who are now in arms, to the
utmost of their power in defence of the rights and liberties
of their country.

October 30, 1776.

Present: Robert Yates, Chairman, James Duane, Rob-
ert R. Livingston, John Taylor, Jacob Cuyler.

From the information received from General Schuyler, it
is judged necessary to alter the contents of the Letter in-
tended to be sent to General HerkmyC7". Which was accord-

. ingly done, and agreed to. (See the draft, No. 26:)
Mr. Duane prepared a draft of an Answer to General

Schuyler's Letter of the 28th and 29th instant, which
being read, approved of, and copied, was despatched by
express, D. B. Van Schoonhoven, (No. 27.)

October 31, 1776.

Present: Robert Yates, Chairman, John Taylor, Jacob
Cuyler, James Duane.

Received by the return of the Expre~s sent yesterday to
General Schuyler, an Answer, (see the Letter, No. 28,) and
enclosing therein despatches for Colonel Van Schaick and
Major Cochran, in Tryon County, which were by express
irmnediately sent forward.

Also received a Letter from Colonel Whit1:ng, from
King's District, giving an account of the state of that Dis-
trict, and referring to two Affidavits brought up by the mes-
senger. (Nos. 29,30, and 31.)

:Mr. Duane was requested to prepare a draft of a Letter
to General Schuyler. Which being reported and agreed,
ordered to be copied and sent. (No. 32.)

A draft of a Letter was also produced, directed to Colonel
Whiting. Which being also agreed to, copied and sent
by Major Bush. (No. 33.)

Also, another Letter to Colonel Van Rensselaer, which
was sent by the same conveyance. (No. 34.)

November 1st, 1776.

Present: Robert Yates, Chairman, John Ten Broeck,
James Duane, Jacob Cuyler, John Taylor.

By the retUrnof the Express from the Fishkill, received
the folJowing Despatches from the Committee of Sa!ety of
J.Vew- York.

A Letter dated the 29th of October,(see the Letter, No.
35.) Enclosed therein a copy of their Resolves. (No. 36.)

Also, a copy of a Letter from Mr. Tilghman, from Head-
Quarters. (No. 37.)

Resolved, That an Agent be appointed and empowered
to purchase Wheat for the use of the Continental Army;
and that he cause the same to be manufactured into Flour,
and transported to such places where the same may be man-
ufactured, with the utmost despatch.

Resolved, That if any shall so far disregard the safety
and preservation of this country as to refuse to dispose of
their Wheat, or other commodities necessary for the Army,
on reasonable terms, (which this Committee h~ve no cause
to apprehend,) that the names of all such persons be
forthwith retUrned to the Committee of Safety or Conven-
tion of this State, in order that proper measures may be
devised for preventing the publick interest from being sacri-
ficed by the disaftection or rapacity of individuals.

Resolved, That such Agent, if necessary, be authorized
to impress Drivers, \Vagons, Teams, or Carts, or other car-
riage,for the purposeof executing with the utmost despatch
the Resolutions of this Committee.

Transmitted a copy of the above Resolutions to Mr.
Avery, Deputy-Commissary, in a Letter. (See the draft,
No. 38.)

November 2d, 1776.

Present: Robert Yates, Chairm an, James Duane, JGh
Ten Broeclc, Jacob Cuyler, John Taylor.

Captain Stephen Lush furnished this Committee with a
copy of a Letter, dated 20 Octobe-r, 1776, from Joseph
Trumbull to the Committee of Bennington. Also a copy
of a Letter from James Yancey, Deputy-Commissary, to
the said Committee, of the same date. (No. 39 and 40.)

Thereupon agreed to send for Mr. Avery, in order to be
informed whether he has given inumnation to Head-Quar-
ters, at Ticonderoga, wh~ could justify the reflections

against the County of Albany, contained in one of those
Letters; and also to know his reasons for not answeritl<T the
Committee's Letter.

0

Mr. Avery was accordingly called in, and says, that he
would have waited on the Committee before, but was, being
much engaged, prevented; that he expects and has received
considerable quantities of provisions. He was then told that
this Committee were ready to give him their assistance, and
that no exertions in the power of this State would be want-
ing to supply the Army, and that if he could point out any-
thing that would be serviceable, it should be taken into
consideration. He answered, that he would choose that an
agent should, agreeable to the Committee's proposaJ, be
appointed to purchase for manufacturing about one thou-
sand bushels of flour; that he is also in want of coopers.
Whereupon the -Committee showed him the resolves of
Convention respecting the exemption of coopers from mili-
tia duty, and that this Committee had already acquainted
the County Committee with the said resolves, and that they
had requested them to recall the coopers already gone up.
He also said that he wanted about one thousand bushels of
peas; that he does not know that he has met with any ob-
structions in transporting the provisions; that the Committee
of Albany had promised him all the assistance in their
power, but that (when he was in want of wagons when the
Militia was called) he could not get a ready assistance,
though he does not know but that the Committee did all
in their power to assist him; that he bas made no com-
plaints to General Gates, but that he has wrote to the Com-
missary that there was a difficulty in gettin<T wa<rons, because
the Militia were called up that way. Mr.oDu;{ne thereupon
read to him Mr. Yancey's letter to the Committee of Ben-
nington, as also Mr. Trumbull's letter to the said Commit-
tee; thereupon he was asked from whom this information
could arise. He said he had never given the Commissary
any othel' information respecting the want of wagons, 01' the
obstruction of their transportation, than what he has before
related, and particularly that he had laid no blame on tho
inhabitants of the County of Albany; that the Committee
of Albany bave alwiays behaved genteelly to him, and hava
r~adily offered t~leir service ~o.assist hin~; that the interrup-
tion of transportlllg the provIsIons occasIOned by the calling
out the Militia continued for a short time only. Where~

'*
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upon the Committee declared, that as nothing could work a
greater prejudice to the publick services, sowing tbe seeds of
jealousy and di~tl'l1st at so critical a conjuncture, tbe Com-
'mittee should think it their duty to make tbe strictest inquiry
into Mr. Yanccy's letter, and the informatiou and moti-.;es
which induced him to write it; for tbat as on the pne hand
they would have taken care that any person who might
have been guilty of obstructing the transportation, should
be punished with the strictest severity, so it was equally
their duty, if the ~harrre in that letter were groundless, to
ha\'e it publickly exp;sed, tbat tbe iJl impressions which it
had occasioned might be removed, and for tbis purpose
they must riquest Mr. Avery, if he could do it c?nsistently,
to furnish tbis Committee with extracts or copies of such
letters as he has lately sent to Ticonderoga upon the sub-
ject of transportation, either to General Gatcs or the Com-
missary there. He gave for answer, that he would; and
tbereu pon withdrew.

In the afternoon he alTain waited on the Committee, and
acquainted them that h: had ?ot kept copies pf the letters
which he had lately sent to Tlconderoga.

The Committee having, at their first interview with Mr.
Avery, inquired furtber what quantity of provisions t!lC
Deputy Commissary-General bad delivered over to 111m
wben he entered upon his office, answered, a sufficient quan-
tity of beef, thouO"hbut littlt: flour. The Committee tbere-
upon directed the late Deputy Commissary to lay before
them a return of the flour delivf'red over by him to Mr.
Avery, (No. 41,) which he accordingly did; from which it
appears the quantity so deli vered over, a.mounts to fourt~en
tierces and sixteen barrels of bread, SJxteen Connectlcut
barrels and three thousand two hundred and nine New- York
barrels of flour; being fifty-nine days' rations for eleven
thousand men. At the interview with :Mr. Avery on this
day, the said return was produced to him, which he perused.

General Schuyler being arrived, and upon a conference
with him respecting the situatiol) of Tryon County:

Resolved, That General Sct:Uyler be reque,sted and au-
thorized to issue his orders to the commandmg or other
officer in Tryon County, in case the enemy sbould invade
the western frontiers of this State, to cause all the Cattle,
Sheep Swine and PrO\'isions, wllich may be exposed to
their r~varres ~o be driven in and secured; or if tbat shallo ,
not be practicable, destroyed, tbat at all events they may
not £111into the hands of the enemy. And for this purpose
they are hereby authorized to impress Horses and Car-
na<Tes.

Resolved further, That General Schuyler be furnished
with a copy of the above Resolution.

The Committee entered into a conference with General
Schuyler respecting the state of supplies for tbe Northern
Army, and, among other things, inquired whetber the tra!ls-
portation of provisions had been obstructed by the callmg
out the Militia, or from any other cause? In answer, the
General informed the Committee that the Militia baving
been attended with a great number of baggage-wagons, he
had immediately given orders for detaining and employing
those carriages on the communication; that he had further
ordered all tbe Militia of the Half-Moon District who chose,
to be excused from military duty on condition that they
would assist with tbeir teams in transporting provisions,
which a great number of them accordingly did; that in
consequence of these measures the transportation, instead
of being obstructed by caJling out of the .Militia, had. been
greatly facilitated; that he. had never he~rd, nor dId he
believe, that the transportatIOn bad met with tbe least ob-
struction from any cause whatever, but, on the contrary,
that pl'Ovisions had been carried forward as soon as tbey
were ready to be delivered by the Commissary; that during
the present struggle, he had experienced so much .rea.diness
in tbe inbabitants of the County of Albany to assIst 111the
transportation, that he had in no instance been under the
necessity of impressing a single carriage.

Albany, November 3d, 1776.

Present: Robert Yates, Chairman, John Taylor, James
Duane, John Ten Broeck, Jacob Cuyler.

Rcsolved, That Cornelius Cuyler and Peter Cantine be,
and they are hereby appointed Agents to assist 1\11'.Avery,
agreeable to his request, in purchasing Wheat, and manu-

facturinrr the same into Flour, to the amount of ahemt one
thousand barrels; and also to purchase one thousand bush-
els of Peas; and that they acquaint Mr. Avery from time
to time of their proceedings, and take his directions as to the
disposition of the said Provisions, and to apply to him to
furnish them with money for that purpose.

ROBERT YATES, Chairman.

Papers re]ative to the Proceedings of the above Committee.

[No.1.]

!}Jbany, October 24th, 1776,

SIR : We are informed by 1\11'.Taylor, who is just arrived
from Cumberland County, tbat the Militia of that County,
and those of Gloucester, were ordered to hold tbemselves in
readiness to march, on their receiving intelligence that the
enemy were besieging 1~conderoga, and tbat it was their
intention to take their route through the country to that place.
We deemed it expedient to inform you of their intentions,
knowing the scarcity of provisions at that garrison. From
the affidavits transmitted you by tbe Committee of Albany,
we are led to belie~'e tbat some part of the enemy's force
propose to make an incursion in the western frontiers. We
cannot therefore but lament the necessity that calls CoJonei
Dayton's regiment to Ticonderoga, and leaves tbe guard of
the communication, on which the safety of the whole coun-
try depends, principally to tbe Militia. We submit to you the
propriety of employing active scouts, who sbould go from
the head of lIudson's River to Ticonderoga, to whom re-
wards might be offered, on their bringing intelligence of the
enemy's approacb.

W I' are, sir, &c. By order:
R. YATES, Chairman.

P. S. As we have just now received information of a most
dangerous conspil'acy of Ihe Tories in and about tbe Helle-
bergh, we have recalled Colonel Van Ness's regiment, wlto
is on his march to Fort Edward, in~order to em ploy it
against them. As soon as tbis necessary service is over,
we shall order him to march up.

Albany, October 24,1776.

SIR: Agreeable to tbe directions of Convention, we have
conferred with General Schuyler, at Saratoga, and some
of the Field Officers, on tbe subject of the new arrangement
of the Army; and have appointed recruiting officers at
proper stations, and given them their instructions.

Having despatched what was necessary in this quarter,
we should have proceeded immediately to Fishkillr had we
not been prevented by the resolutions of the Committeeof
Safety, whicb requires us to assist in a new department
here. We now wait for furtber directions, as, if we should
leave Albany, there would not remain a quorum of tbe last
Committee, of which we are members. You will be pleased
to communicate to us the pleasure of tbe Committee of
Safety by the return of this express. To avoid delay, we
ha ve borrowed twelve hundred pounds, to furnish the recmit-
ing officers with the means of proceeding immediately on
this special service, whicb we beg may be sent us by the
express.

"Ve are, sir, your most obedient servants,
JAS. DUANE,

ROB'T YATES,

JACOB CUYLER.
To Peter R. Livi~~ston, Esq., President of the Convention

of the State of .1'Vew-York.

Instructions for the Captains of the Ranging Companies.

I. Tbe Captains ought, at tbe time of receiving their
warrants, to bave taken an oath that they would respectively
once in each month make out and return a true muster-roH
of their respective companies. But,

n. As this has been neglected from misapprehension,
each Captain must now make out a muster-roll for every
month they have been jn service, and swear before tbe
Chairman of the Committee that each of the said muster-
rolls is a just and true muster-roll, and containing the names
of the officers and men under their command, and of the
time of their respective inlistments and service; whicb depo-
sition must be endorsed on each muster-roll and signed by
the Chairman of the Committee, in the words following;
"Alexander Baldwin, Captain of a company of Rangers
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raised and serving in the County of Albany, maketh oath
that the within is a just and true muster-roll of his company
of R,IO[J"ersfor the month of , (specify the month,)
containj~[J"the names of the officers, non-commissioned offi-
cers and privates of the said company, and the times of their
respective inlistm~nt and service.

"Sworn the day of 1776.
A. B."

J. B., Chairman
of tlte Committee of Albany County."

III. Each Captain must also take the following deposi-
tion before the Chairman, of which the Chairman must give
him a certificate in the following words: "I, Alexander
Baldwin, Captain of a company of Rangers, raised and
serving in the County of Albany, do solemnly declar~, t!lat
I will once in every month, or as soon after the eXpIratIOn
of any month as possible, transmit to the Convention or
Legislature of this State a muster-roll of the name of every
officer 01' private under my command, and of their respec-
tive times of inlistment and service. A. B.

"Sworn the day of 1776, before me,
J. B., Chairman

of the Committee olthe County of Albany."

" Before me,

[No.2. ]
Oetober 24, 1776.

I, the subscriber, according to orders of the Committee,
went out in order to warn the men belonging to our com-
pany that staid behind about half a mile from my house.
I saw upwards of thirty men OLla march, well armed and
accoutred; which men are livers in Rensselaerwyck, the chief
thereof belonging to our regiment. They p~blic~lf sa!d
they intended to march to the lIellebergh, where It IS saId
there were four hundred men in a body yesterday, well
armed. It is said that their club increases every day.

As witness my hand, TRos. ESMAY,Sergeant.

Albany, October 24th, 1776.

SIR: As we wiII have immediate use for your regiment
for a day or two in this neighbourhood, we request that you
will immediately march them back to this city, where you
will be informed of the nature of your service.

Weare, sir, your humble servants.
By order of the Committee of the Convention of the State

of New- York:
ROB'T YATES, Chairman.

To Colonel Peter Van Ness.

[No.3.j
King's Distriet, October 24, A. D. 1776.

SIR: By several ways I am informed that your Board
determined to send the Tories that are now at Albany to
Hartford; therefore I thought it my duty to inform your
Board of some matters as they appear within and around
our district; that the unfriendly parties have disregarded all
orders relative to the call to march to Fort Edward; that
they have since been seen to ride about in the night, and
some of their troops, with members in them, late at night;
that John Savage and Richard Power were at home since
our re[J"iment marched, and it is highly probable, in my view
and o~hers, that they determined to wrest the Tories out of
the hands of the guard, unless it be a strong one, which I
pray it may be, at least until they have passed through the
land of the ft'[oabites. The friends of the State. I got
to[J"ether as soon as I arrived, and we determined at once
toOenroll ourselves and keep in large companies without

intermission, until we can be belter satisfied that we are in
some degree secure [rom that abandoned set o[ persons
that have, and still are, unwearied in their wicked machina-
tions to complete our ruin. I hope, sir, you will at least
send us such directions as will encourage and strengthen us,
as our situation is, in my view, distressing, being kept in a
constant danger of having our arms taken [rom us, and what
next they may have the boldness to do, God only knows.
I am sensible the mode we have adopted is, and will be
attended with great expense, but as matters stand to the
northward and southward, I cannot conceive that we are
sa[e among internal enemies, unless constantly under arms.
I could wish for more of our regiment to be at home for the
'good of the whole, or some Rangers to be on this side of

the North River, but submit the
your obedient, humble servant,.
To Mr. Barclay, Chairman.

P. S. Pray if there be any
know. '

matter, and remam, SIr,

W. W BITING.

interesting news let me

[No.4. ]
, Albany, Oetober 25,1776.

SIR : Your letter of yesterday, directed to the C bairman
of the Committee of Albany, was delivered to us. We have
ordered an officer with fifteen men, to go to your assistance,
and would at the same time have you raise those of the
Militia on whom you can rely, and call upon the nearest
township in 1Uassachusetts for such a number of men as will,
together with your own and the Rangers, make up a hun-
dred. With these we hope you will be able to take up and
send the ringleaders to Fishkill, disarming the rest. Y Ot.
will take care to see the men under your command properly
supplied with provisions agreeable to the Continental allow-
ance, upon which they will be placed both with respect to
pay and ration, and give us the earliest intelligence of your
motions; and as the Rangers are much wanted in this place,
you will be pleased to send them back as soon as they can
safely be spared.

Your humble servant,
ROB'T YATES, Chairman, Sjc.

[No.5.]

FlOlII'remaining at Ticonderoga and the sever\ll stages
between that place and Albany, October 1, 1776:
At Ticonderoga, 1,020 barrels.

Lake George Landing, 360 "Port George, 588 "
Fort Edwflrd, - - 230 "Stillwater, 185 "

Already purchased in and about Albany, 1,441
Received from Mr. Schaaks, - 546
To be sent from Schenectady, 400

St. Croix, 200
To be purchased in Albany, about 700

2,383

3,287

5,670 at
200 lbs. p'. is 1,134,000

Supposealready expendedofthe above,350,000 (

20,000 men consume in 14 days, - 280,000
-- 630,000

---
504,000

[No.6.]
Albany, October 25,1776.

SIR: 'Ve met in Committee yesterday, on the arri val of
the gentlemen appointed to arrange the Army from Sarato-
ga. A number of important objects immediately enO'a[J"ed
our attention. A capital one is the supplying the Ar~)~ at
Ticonderoga and the Militia marching to their assistance.
The papers which we have the honour to transmit, will
show the steps which have been taken by the Committee of
this County to aid the Deputy Commissary-General here,
who, without their exertions, we fear, would not have been
able to procure the necessary supply. At the best, it wi1l,
on so sudden an occasion, be a difficult task. It has added
to our anxiety to learn, by a letter from General WashinO'-
ton to Mr. Livingston, that the Army in that quarter w~s
also in danger of being distressed for want of provisions.
His Excellency entreats Mr. Livingston to use his influence
to send, without delay, flour and beef for that Army towal'ds
the White-Plains, and also a number of teams-the more
the' better-to aid in removing the Army as occasion may
require. We submit it to your consideration whether, if
teams cannot now easily be procured fi'om the eastward, it
will not be advisable to order down a sufficient number
belonging to such persons in the Manor of Livingston, Kin-
derhook, and Dutchess County, as cannot be trusted with
arms. If this plan should be adopted, every owner of a
carriage should be directed to supply himself \V'ith a week's
provisions, to ease the Commissary as much as possib1e.

The spirit of disaft~ction has appeared at the lIellebergh,
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King's District, and Coxsackie, in this County, and it
requires vigorous measures to oppose and suppress it.
Notbing is more necessary than that tbe jails here sbould be
cleared of the State prisoners without delay, and the more
especially as all the Militia of this city and neighbourhood are
marched. W I' have therefore advised the County Commit-
tee to send those prisoners, with the causes of their confine-
ment, to Fishkill, by water, in order to be forwarded to one
of the neighbouring States, or disposed of as you shall judge
most advisable. It would have been imprudent in every
view to have marched them to another State at this junc-
ture, when none but the disaffected remain in the County,
and many of them are in arms and have threatened a rescue.
\Ve have found it necessary to detain a part of Colonel
Van Ness's Claverack regiment, consisting of about one
hundred and forty men, here, to oppose the designs of the
disaffected at the IIellebergh. As they are much wanted
to the nortbward, we did it with very great reluctance, and
indeed, it could only have been justifiable on tbe most urgent
necessity. It is much to be wisbed tbat Colonel Van Rens-
selaer, with part,or detachmentsof two regimentsunder his
command, could be immediately ordered up to King's Dis-
trict, to which we have been able, notwitbstanding the
importunity of the inhabitants, to send only a small detach-
ment of fifteen Rangers, commanded by a Lieutenant, and
to direct Colonel Whiting to raise one hundred men in tbe
neighbourhood and the Massachusetts Government. A
party of fifty of the Schoharie regiment, and some of the
Manor regiment, are detached to Coxsackie, where tbey
are employed in dispersing and seizing tbe disaffected who
are now in arms, and there is yet no account of their pro-
gress. We have thought it advisable to direct the few armed
and well-affected Militia of tbe Manor of Livingston to be
detained and kept in readiness for the internal service of
the County, conceiving it unsafe, when the spirit of revolt
is so prevalent in that quarter, to leave it defenceless. Tbe
information from King's District and the lIellebergh are
enclosed.

WI' are, sir, your most humble servants.
By order: ROBERTYATES, Chairman.

To Peter R. Livingston, Esq., President of the Conven-
tion of the State of New- York.

Albany, nth October, 1776.

SIR: On receipt of,yours this morning, directed to Gen-
eral Ten Broeck, we Issued our orders to the several Colo-
nels to march the whole of their regiments, with the greatest
despatch, to Fort Edward; and on inquiring of Mr. Avery,
the Commissary-General, about providing carriages and pro-
visions for the Militia on their march, and if any quantity
was stored at Fort Edward, he answered that he had no
instructions from you for providing the Militia; and as for
provisions, tbere was none at Fort Edward, and that tbe
whole of the provisions at the forts above was only a suffi-
ciency for about three weeks at most, and that the supplying
the Militia would entirely deprive the intended supplies to
be forwarded for the Continental troops. In this alarming
situation we request your immediate direction regarding the
present march of our Militia.

We are, sir, your most humble servants,
JOHNBARCLAY,Chairman pro tem.
WM. TEN BROECK,Brig. General.

Albany, 19th October, 1776.

'Tis, my request that the Committee of the County of
Albany will employ a sufficient number of persons to pur-
chase and forward on to such places as the troops now
marching for the United States as they may be stationed at,
upon the cheapest and best terms they can, cattle and flour.
for subsistence of said troops; and upon producing receipts
of the persons they purchased of, for the cost of the same,
and also receipts from the Commissaries at those places for
the delivery of said articles, they shall receive pay ii'om me
for the same, as well as for their trouble and expenses. Also,
the said Committee will furnish me with a sufficient numbet'
of wagons to transport provisions sufficient to supply the
present exigencies of the Northern Army.

ELISHA AVEIW, D. C. G.

Albany Committee Chamber, 21st October, 1776.

SIR: We ha VI'perused your request of the 19th instant,

and are of opinion that your terms are too general and ex-
tensive; for if we employ a sufficient number of persons to
purchase a sufficient number of wagons .to transport provis-
ions for our Northern Army, we should then take upon us
the wbole business of contracting and forwarding at least
the most troublesome parts, and leave you only to issue,
wbich, as our affairs are at present circumstanced, it is im-
possible for us to do, but will, witb pleasure, give you what
assistance we can.

W I' are, sir, your humble servants.
By order: JOHN BARCLAY,Chairman pro tern.

To Mr. Elisha Avery, D. C. G.
I do hereby certify tbat the above are true copies from

the originals now in the custody of the Committee.
MAT. VISSCIIER, Secretary.

[This was received enclosed in the letter pf James Duane,Robert
Yates, and Jacob Cuyler.]

EXTRACT FROM MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE AT ALBANY.

18th October.-This Board took into considerationhow,
and in wbat manner, tbe Militia now ordered to march to
the northward, sbould be supplied when tberc; and there-
upon

Resolved, Tbat tbe Commissary be sent for and requested
to inform this Board, whether he has orders from Veneral
SChuyler to supply the Militia with Provisions and other
necessaries, whilst up to the northward.

Mr. Avery appeared, and informedthis Board that he
had no orders from the General to supply the Militia. He
was then asked whether there was a quantity of provisions
in store? He answered, no large quantity. He was then
asked, how, and in what manner, the garrisons to the north.
ward were supplied? He answered, tbere \Vasat Ticonde-
roga a supply for about three weeks. He was then asked,
whether he had any contractors out in the country? He
answered, he had, and expected a pretty large supply of
cattle in a few days. The Committee then informed him
that they would assist him in purchasing and transportinrr
provisions as far as their influence would extend, and advised
him to write a letter to his Honour Major-General Sclmyler,
stating the above circumstances, and that this Committee
would write him on the same subject. And thereupon,

Resolved, To send tbe following Letter to General
Scl.uyler, viz: (Letter.)

And in order that the Commissary may the better under-
stand the intention of this Committee,

Resolved, That the Commissarybe served withthis Res-
olution.

Resolved, That this Committee will at all times,upon
application of the Deputy Commissary-General, assist him
in procuring Provisions and Carriages, as far as their influ-
ence will extend.

19th October.- The Committee again took into consid-
eration the distressing situation the Army to the northward
may happen to fall for want of Provisions; and thereupon,

Resolved, That Messrs. John Ten Broec1c, Jeremiah
Van Rensselaer, and Stephen Schuyler, be a Committee to
confer with the Deputy Commissary-General, what assist-
ance he should want in procuring and transporting Provis-
IOns.

The Committee returned and reported, that they had
waited on the Deputy Commissary-General, and requested
from him what assistance he required from this Board, and
that he had furnished him with the following written re-
quest:

The Deputy Commissary-General applied to this Board
that the Coopm' in the store, and four other persons employed
in issuing Provisions and procuring Carriages for transport-
ing the same, might be detained, and excused from the pres-
ent march with the Militia to the northward.

Resolved, That the Commissary's request be granted.
And the said persons are hereby excused accordingly, and
that the Commissary's request, with the names of the per-
sons, be delivered him; and that Nicholas :MeJ'sailles, one of
the contractors for purchasing Cattle, be added to the per-
sons excused.

The Deputy Commissary-General requested that Tennis
T. Van Veghten might be excused from marching with the



073 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., NOVEMBER, 1776. 074
Militia to the northward. as he had employed him to pur-
chase Cattle for the use of the Northern Army,

Resolved, That the Commissary's request be granted.
And the said Teunis Van Veghten is hereby excused
accordingly.

Mr. lUyndert J. Ten Eyck, one of the members of tbis
Board, being employed by the Deputy Commissary-Gen-
eral to purchase Flour and other Provisions,

Resolved, That the said lUyndert J. Ten Eyck, and such
others as are employed by the Commissary to purchase
Flour and Provisions, proceed on their business with all des-
patch, and forward the same to such places as they shall be
directed by the Commissary, with the greatest despatch; and
they are hereby empowered to detain such persons as they
shall deem necessary for the manufacturing of Flour, pur-
chasing Pro\'isions, and transporting the same.

20th October.- The Commissary appeared before this
Board, and requested them to join with him in an applica-
tion to the Convention of this State for a quantity of Flour
said to be purchased by them at Esopus, and other places
below: And thereupon

Resolved, To join with the Commissary in the following
manner: "vV e join in the Commissary's request, and beg
you will send forward, with all despatch, if not the whole
quantity, as much as can be spared, for tbis department."

21st October.-The Committee took into consideration
the Commissary's request, and conceived that his requisition
was too general and extensive: And tbereupon

Resolved, Tbat tbe foJlowing answer be sent thereto by
Captain George White, who is ordered to offer himself as a
contractor fi)r purchasing Cattle. [Front.]

Captain .White returned, and reported tbat be had offered
himself to the Commissary to purchase cattle; that the
Commissary told him be had a sufficient Dumber of contract-
ors out at present, and if he wanted any, he would apply to
the Committee.

Extract from tbe Minutes of the Comm~ttee of tbe City
and County of Albany.

:MAT.VtssCHER, Secretary.

[No.7.]
EXAMINATION OF JOHN VANDENBERGH.

John Vandenbergh, of Niskishaw, in the County of
Albany, saith, that his wife being ready to lie in, he did not
choose to march with the Militia; tbat be went witb about
twenty to the Helderbergh, to consult what they had best
to do, and took their arms witb them to defend themsel ves if
any should attempt to hurt them. Tbeir first meeting was
last JUonday, at Mr. Commons's. IIowe's Proclamation was
mentioned. Richard Ridley had it at his bouse. John
Commons said that those who thought that Congress were
in the right should go, and those who thought the King was
ri"ht should stay, but Commons said he did not know who
w~s right. At this meeting were present Commons, Adam,
Joachim, and Christian lluyck, and himself, wbo met acci-
dentally. He first went to Commons for a pound of butter,
and returned home to fetch his gun, and then went to the
Hellebergh, and consu1ted the people tbere, the company
being in all about twenty. Tbe party they mct there said
that if the examined and his company would go, they would
go; and he and his party agreed to go, and so they parted
and eacb went home. That the examined is a Whig and
thinks the Congress right. Hans Seger said he could get
soldiers if he would go for tbem, but be would not; that
they had been told that the Rangers would come and pull
down their houses, and that they were determined to oppose
them; that they heard that th!'re were four hundred To-
ries at Stighkook. He thinks that the people he met are
friends to the country, but that they won't fight if they can
help it, and so agreed at said meeting; that the reason for
not fighting for the country is, that they will not be against
the King. The persons present at the said meeting, whose
names he disclosed, are as follows: Jno. Rwd, Jacobus Oli-
ver, Adam Seegar, Joacltim, Jacob, and Christian Huyck,
Jacobll~ Loner, John Commins, Jacob Bradt, and Hans Se-
gar, Arent 'iVormer, Garrit Bradt. Commins and Read
advised him not to fight against tbe King, for if he did, he
would be ruined and sent away. Read told bim this yester-
day, Commins a month ago. That tbey were to meet in

three parties this morning to defend themselves against any
troops which should attack them-one party at the Helle-
bergh, another at the Norman's Kill, and the other at Niski-
shaw, near Albert Bratt's; about tbirty in each party, to be
commanded by John Commins and Arent Wormer. If one
party should be attacked, they were to give notice to the
other, and then all were to join in; they were to come from
the Hellebergh, Niskishaw, and the Norman's Kill; that be
has heard them say, that if the King's troops should come
into the country they would join them. Being further ex-
amined, he says that the party to be commanded by Arent
TVormer is to lie at Niskishaw, near the bouse of one Stop-

plebeen; tbat the second party are to lie at Norman's Kill,
bnt he does not know the place or commander; the third
party to lie at the Hellebergh, under the command of Al-
bertus Van Alstyne. Upon further examination, he says
Commons is to command the party at the Norman's l(ill;
that all tbe whole party kept up a correspondence with them
at Coxsackie, and tbey were to inform each other of what
passed; that there wcre two people yesterday from Stich-
kook, wben this agreement was made; that they were to
stand upon their defence till the King's troops came. Hans
Seger said he could get Indians at Schoharie to join them,
and if it came upon a pinch he would go for them; that he
believes the said several parties are now together, and it
was agreed that every man should find his own provisions.

[No.8. ]
Albany, 26 October, 1776.

SIR: vVe are much surprised that no information of your
motions has yet been given to the Committee. In order to
obtain it, we have sent this express, whom we wish YOLIto
return back with some intelligence as soon as possible. We
have accounts of about ninety Tories having collected at the
Hellebergh and its neighbourhood. If you can safely spare
any part of your force, we would be glad if you could send
the Schoharie company and the Rangers that way, as soon
as possible, the most direct route. We shall send a party
from here to meet theni.

I am, sir,
ROB'T YATES, Chairman, Sjc.

To Captain John Bradt.

[No.9.]
To Major FORD:

This Committee having received undoubted information
that a number of disaffected persons are coJlected in differ-
ent parties in and about the Hellebergh, .Norman's Kilt
Nestadher, and Beaver-Dam, with an evident design by (()rc~
of arms to oppose tbe measures pursued for the preservation
of the liberties of America, order you immediately to collect
and take under your command eighty men, detacbed from
Colonel Van Ness's regiment, one company of Continental
troops under the command of Captain llicks, and Captain
Balrlv!in's company o~ Rangers, and having paraded and
seen them properJy eqUIpped and prol"ided, you are to march
them to Coenrarlt Luke's, or James Slinger/andt's, where
you shall refresh your men till near daybreak, when you
shall again march from tbence to the" IIelli;bero-li, and
endeavour to take and disperse the disaffected wbo have
been or are now assembled in arms, or in general all others
between the a~es of fifty.and sixteen, who can give no good
reason for then' not havmg marched witb the rest of tbe
Militia agreeable to order. If they should 110t be at that
place you are to follow them to tbe Norman's Kill, Nestaha,
the Beaver-Dam, or wherever else tbey may be assembled
advising .on this ~ead .with your guide. You are always t~
m~rch wIth good !ntelhgen.t scou.ts ahead, and flanking parties,
to prevent surpnse or bemg discovered by persons lurking
in tbe woods for t.hat purp~se, ~nd t~ retain all those \\ ho you
may expect desIgn to gIve JIltelhgence of your motions.
You are to be particularly careful that the men unch~r your
command do not plunder or maltreat the inhabitants of the
country, whatever may be their political character. You
wiIJ be ~ttentiv~ to seclll'e those persons :vho.se nallles you
are furnIshed with. You are to send dally I1Itelli"l'nce of
your moti?ns to th~ Committee of Alba~y, in order ~h;)t you
may be remforced If necessary, or supplIed with provisions jf
your stay should be longer than is at present expected.

ROB'-r YATES, Ch'a£rman. .
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[No. 10. ]

Saratoga. October 26, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I am honoured with your favour of the
24t~1 instant. The affidavits transmitted me, would counte-
nance the supposition that the enemy intend an irruption on
the Mohawk's river, but I can hardly imagine they will
attempt it until they have met with success at Ticonderoga,
which I both hope and believe they will not have. I did
not, however, like to move Dayton's corps from the western
quarter, but was pressed to do it ill such terms by General
Gates that I could not prudently refuse it. Lest, however,
an accident should happen, I would advise that Colonel
Van Ness, with his regiment, should on his return from Cox-
sackie, march to Schenectady, or such place where he can
be of most service in case of an attack. Our scouts from
Johnstown, Fort Ge01ge, and Fort Edward, all agree that
there is not the least appearance of an enemy in the north-
west quarters. I enclose you copies of letters from General
Gates and General Arnold. I have had a copious eruption
since you was here; it is going off, and I find myself in much
better health.

I am, gentlemen, with every friendly wish, and with the
greatest esteem, your most obedient servant,

PH. SCHUYLER.
The Committee of Convention, Albany.

[No. 11.]
Ticonderoga. October 24, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: Your letters of the 14th, 17th, and
18th instant, are received in course, and are now before me.
The ammunition arrived safe, and in as good order as could
be wished; a most seasonable supply I assure you.

Not any of the Militia are yet come in. I hear of num-
bers being on their march, and I shall advise you as they
arrive. Colonel Dayton's are not yet on this side the lake;
I expect them every day. Our communications are free and
unmolested; and the Eastern post and travelers are con-
tinually coming to ltlount Independence by Otter Creek, and
the roads that lead from thence, no scouts of the enemy
appearing to disturb them. Cattle are pretty plenty npon the
ground, as you will see by Mr. Yauncey's return enclosed.
If you order cattle to be killed at Lake George, you
had better direct them to be salted down in barrels, and
sent over the lake in that way, for it arrives in a wretched
condition when sent in quarters fresh. I shall be careful to
have batteaus and vessels enough at Skenesborough to bring
all the provisionsyou send there. Flour seems to me more
in request than meal. You may be assured we are doing
every thing our judgment can direct or our industry accom-
plish, for receivinl{ the enemy properly. Spades, which I
have so long and so often sent for, are so much wanted that
even one single hundred would be most welcome. General
Carleton keeps very close at Crown Point, his navy at an-
chor upon his flanks. I have scouts continually down both
sides of the lake. I apprehend by this time his force is all
collected, and expect this stillness will be succeeded imme-
diately by a grand attack. Heaven grant he may be de-
feated! The Army here are in good spirits and think only
of victory. Tenpenny, eig~tpenny, and shingle nails are
exceedingly wanted, and where are the one or two thousand
bushels of turnips and potatoes you' was to send here?
They would be of the utmost benefit to the Army. If you
can send a good parcel of nail-rods our smiths can assist in
making nails.

I am, dear General, your affectionate, humble servant,
HORATIO GATES.

The HonourabJe Major-General Schuyler.

[No. 12.]
Ticonderoga. October 24, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: Your kind favour of the 17th I recei~ed
some days since. I am greatly obliged to YOllfor the friend-
ship you express on my safety and having escaped the
enemy.

I am extremely glad to hear the Militia are coming to OlIr
assistance. I believe the enemy, from the best accounts
we can collect, are endeavouring to fortify Crown Point. I
am afraid we shall oot be able to detain a 'sufficient garrison
for this place from the troops now here.

A boom will be laid across the lake this day, and a bridge'
to-morrow, from Ty to j}lount Independence. We cannot
ascertain the strength of the enemy. In a few days we shall
be ready to make a trial of their force, if they think proper
to attack us.

I have only time to add my most respectful compliments,
and that I am, with every friendly wish, dear General, your
affectionate and obedient humble servant,

B. ARNOLD.
To the Honourable Major-General Schuyler.

[No. 13.]
Fishkill, 24th October, ten o'clock at night.

GENTLEMEN:While the rider is sent for and preparing,
I have copied Mr. Tilghman's letter, received past nine
o'clock. Excuse the copy, 'tis made in haste. A letter
of Colonel Nicoll, received this evening, confirms the report
that three fellows taken in arms are condemned, and were
to be hanged yesterday. The sentence was delivered by
Lord Stirling, as President of the Court. I first heard they
were part of a small body of Tories who fired on some of
our troops, and have since heard they were deserters taken
III arms.

I have the honour
your most obedient,

to be, with great respect, gentlemen,

JOHN McKESSON.

To General T~n Broeck, James Duane, Robert R. Living-
ston, Jacob Ouyler, John Ten Broeck, Robert Yates,
William lIarper, and Paris, Esquires, &c., &c.,
Albany.

Head-Quarters, Valentine's Hill, 22d October, '1716.

DEAR SIR:W e are so constantly on the move that I am
obliged to write when I can find an opportunity. We shall
take up our lodgings at White Plains this evening, which the
General intends to make his head-quarters for the Pl'esent.
The enemy are endeavouring still to outflank us, and we
are moving rather ahead of them. Early yesterday morn-
ing an advanced party, consisting of Rodgers's Rangers, took
possessionof Mamaroneck, which our Militia abandoned with
the utmost precipitation, as usual. The General rode up
to White Plains to take a view of the country, and hearing
of this party, laid a plan to cut them off. He accordingly
detached Major Green, of Virginia, with one hundred and
fiftymen of the First and Third Virginia Regiments, and Col-
onel Haslet, of belaware, with six hundred men, to support
them. They attacked R0!5ers about daybreak, put the party
to flight, brought in thirty-sIx prisoners, sixty arms, and a good
many blankets; and had not the guides undertook to alter
the first disposition, Major Rogers, and his party of about
four hundred, would in all probability have fallen into our
hands. We don't know how many we killed, but an officer
says he counted twenty-five inone orchard. We had twelve
wounded, among them Major Green and Captain Pope;
the former in the shoulder, the latter slightly. We had re-
moved all our stores from Mamaroneck, except some onions,
so that I think they have made a losing voyage.

White Plains, 23d.-I wrote the above yesterday. We
just this moment hear that the enemy have engaged General
Lee's division. We have sent down for the particulars,
which you shall have to-morrow.

Yours, TENCH TILGHMAN.

William Duer, Esq.

[No. 14. ]
Albany, 27th October, 1776.

SIR: 'We were this day favoured with a letter from Mr.
McKesson, enclosing a copy of a letter from Mr. Tilghman.
We are certainly anxious to hear the event of the battle with
General Lee. We enclose you copies of letters received
from Generals Schuyler, Gates, and Arnold, which contain
our latest intelligence from the Northern Army. We could
wish that the Committee of Correspondence would estab-
lish expresses to this place, as good news published by au-
thority would have a very happy effect on our Army and
people.

I am, sir, ROB'T YATES, Chairman.

To Peter R. Livingston, Esq., President of the Convention
of New- York.
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[ No. 15.]
Saratoga, October 27th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Yestel'day I received a letter from Captain
Allen, and this morning another from General Herkimer,
both of which I enclose you. I think it absolutely neces-
sary that a body of troops should be immediately sent .to th.e
Mohawk's river. I have ordered Colonel Dayton, with IJIS
regiment, which is at Canist~ghenna or Half-Moon, until
they shall hear from you. If you can send such a body of
Militia into Tryon County as will in all probability secure
that part of the country, I then wish you to send orders to
Colonel Dayton to prosecute his march to Ticonderoga,
where he may be much wanted. If not, you will please to
order him back to that country. He has my orders to obey
your directions.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,
PH. SCHUYT,ER.

To the Committee of Convention.

P. S. Please to return the enclosed, as I ha\'e no copies.
..

,
[No. 16.]

Canajohary, 25th October, 1776.

HONOURABLESIR: I have to acquaint your Honour that
last Saturday ni<Tht Peter Ten Broeck, of the Fall Kill,
Ilanyost Schuyle"r, Kackyake Johnson, with about twelve
others, from the Klacebergh, went off to our enemies. I
endeavoured to inquire for their route, and found out, of a
very creditable person, a wife of one of. those runaways and
traitors, that they are gone to Oswego, In hopes to meet the
enemy there. The same ,":oman declared that the lead,ers
of this runaway party receIved a letter from our enemIes,
which mentions that within six days from the day of their
escape, the enemy would be assembled in Oswego. Sir
John shall command six hundred regulars, and twenty-two
nations of Indians ha ving joined them. An Indian squaw
was the express of the above-m'entioned letter to the Cana-
johary Castle, ~nd a ~e1t, should hav~ ?een. sent from those
nations to One~da, to InVIte them to Jom with those, threat-
ening that if they would not agree t? their proposaJ, they
(the Oneidas) should depend u pan It that they would be
attacked first, and not a child's life would be then spared.
Tbis hostile invasion, says tbe above-mentioned woman,
shall exist soon and smely upon the l1'Iohawk river.

The circumstances of OUl'present situation are so power-
less, that we are not able to resist such a force against us,
and have nothing to expect but to be slaughtered and drove
off at the enemy's pleasure. I must, therefore, lay and
recommend this to your Honour's discreet consideration,
begging that you would please to procure us 3n expeditious
succour of troops to oppose such cruel enemies, and to stop
and annihilate their fatal intentions. I must add, that I
apprehended already that if we sh~uld ~ot be assisted w~th
a sufficient number of troops, the Inhabitants, or the majOr
part of them, are inclined to lay down their arms before
they would be ~o help~essly sa?rificed. It is real!y my
opinion that now IS the tIme to lllnder the enemy to Invade
the country here, and to ravage the same. It would be a
pity to let the true patriots of tbe country in s\lch a deso-
late condition, and therefore I don't doubt you WIJlnot delay
with your needful assistance. I flatter myself of your an-
swer in a few lines per this express, and am, as always,
with great respect, honourable sir, your obedient, humble
sen'ant, NICHOLAS I-h;RKUfER.

To His Excellency Major-General Pit. ScllUyler,Fort Ed-
ward.
P. S. I understand, also, yesterday, of Oneidas passing

my house to go hunting, that most al! the O~eidas are gone
at present to hunt, and but a few cillefs left 111the Castle.

Cht;lmplain, we are credibly informed that there wa~ a con-
sultation held at Canajohary Castle amo~g the !nrhans and
several Tories, since which several of said Tones have (as
is <TeneraJlybelieved) absconded to join the enemy, viz:
one"HanJoost Schuyler, sergeant in ?ne of our Ranger ~om-
panies, Hanjoost l1askaman, a son-m-Iaw of the old wldc;>w
Ilaskarnan, and several others who were reputed to be dis
affected persons. There are likewi~e, since said consulta-
tion, passing along upwards, a consIderable n~mber of In-
dians, as though to leave the place, endeavounng, as tbey
pass, tp get clear of their paper money. U p~n the .whole,
as such multitudes of Tories, &c., have gone trom tillS part,
it is not alto<Tether unlike]y that if our Northern Army should
be unsucces~ful, we Illay soon have an invasion here; or if
not, yet since it is our part to be in readiness, I would in-
form your Excellency that we have not more than twelve
pounds of powder and a few cartridges, which, in case of
necessity, would be short allowance for one hundred and
twenty-three effective men, which is the number of this
detachment, includin<T Captain Eisinlord's company, to
which I trust your E~cellency will pay due attention, and
forward a sufficient quantity of ammunition as soon as may
be. There are likewise four swivel guns in this fort, for
which, if we had proper ammunition, they might be of use
i.n case of an attack.

I have the honourof beingyour Excellency's mosthum-
'-

~Ie servant, LATHROP ALLEN, Copto-in.

[No. 18.]
Albany, October 28, 1776.

SIR: 'Ve received your favour of tbe 27th instant last
night, and have agreed to the resolution which we have the
honour to enclose. The night before last we despatched a
d~tachment against the disaffected at the Hellebergh and
its neighbourhood, which has been attended with the wished-
for success, as they dispersed without opposition, and many
of them are taken. Captain Bradt, who was despatched
on a similar occasion to COcTsackie, writes us by express
that he had successfully performed the service he was sent
upon, and that he thinks the Coxsackie and Catskill com-
panies will be sufficient for any further business in that
quarter. Indeed, it appears to us that the report of the
disaffection there has been greatly exaggerated, since the
Committee of the DiMrict bave thought fit to discharge
even tbose who were apprehended as Tories, which, how-
ever expedient, is at least a pl'Oof that they are not thought
dangerous. These vigorous meaSl1l'es having so happily
suppressed domestick insurrections, will put it in our power
to detach the troops, which, with the forces already on the
western frontier, are particularly specified in our resolu-
tion.

You, sir, are the best judge of theil competency; and it
must, therefore, be submitted to your determination, whether
Colonel Dayton's regiment shall be sent fOl'ward to Ticon-
deroga, or be commanded to their former station. It ap-
pears to us to be of the utmost moment that an active and
spirited officer should, in the present conjuncture, be invested
with the command on the western frontier, and especially
as the apprehensions of at least part of the Continental
troops seem to be.more alarmed than the intelligence com-
municated to us can justify. Weare strangers to Colonel
Elmore. If his military character is not sufficient]y estab-
lished, we submit it to you whether Colonel Dayton, (in
case bis regiment should proceed to Ticonderoga,) Colonel
Van Schaick, or some other officer of known abilities, ought
not to be appointed for that important department. Such
of the proposed detachment as consist of Militia, will march
without delay. The two companies of Continental troops
not being under our directions, must attend your orders. If
this arrangement meets with your approbation, Captain
Lush's company of Town Guards, seventy of Colonel Van
Ness's regiment, under his command, besides the Canadian,
will remain for your duty.

Weare, &c., ROB'T YATES, Chairman.

To the Honourable Major-General Schuyler.

[No. 17.]
Fort Dayton, October 21, 1776.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY: Colouel Elmer
havin<T gone with the chief part of his regiment up to Fort
.'S'chuyler, a<Treeable to your Excellency's order, he left me
to command at this post till t11e return of Major Cochran. [No. 19. J
I thou"ht proper to inform your Excellency of the present Sunday evening, October 27.
circun~tance of our affairs, agreeable to my instructions, GENTLE)1EN: Agreeab]e to orders we have arrived at
viz: On hearing some news to our disadvantage fi'om Lake the Hellebergh, and there we have taken several prisoners,

FIFTH SERIES.- Y OL. III. 37
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amongst whom is John Reed, Pembleton, and others, seven
in the whole, chieAy under arms, and well equipped with
arms and ammunition. 'VI' had certain intelligence, as we
tbought, that there was about three hundred in one place,
well fortified. We cor1'lpeHed a pilot, and formed ourselves
in the best manner, and marched up to give tbem battle, in
high spirits, and came to the place and found it destitute of
men, wbich discouraged usgreatly, and from here we sent out
different scouts, and they bring in men pretty fast that they
find under arms. This instant we bave got new pilots, that
I hope will help us, and by tbe inteHigence tbat I have got,
I think tbat we must stay two or three days longer; and all
our men are almost out of provisions; being up night and
day, takes more provision. We must have provisions sent
to us fix our suppers to-morrow night, or go without. Some
of our t'nen are now out of provisions, and it is difficult to get
any here. I think we shall want two days' provision for
our men-for eighty-two men in our regiment, and fifty-two
in Captain Hicks's company. I desire tbat we may be
favoured with salt provisions, for fresh does not agree with
our people.

Gentlemen, I would be glad to be favoured with a letter
from YOI1,and such instructions as you shaH think proper.

I am, gentlemen, your very humble servant,
JACOB FORD.

t: To Mr. Robert Yates, Chairman of the Committee of
Albany.

P. S. Our pJace of rendezvous at present is at Oliver
Bront's, at the Hellebergh.

A LIST OF PERSONS TAKEN BY ORDER OF THE COMMITTEE OF
ALBANY.

Guns. Powderhorn. BuIJet-pouch.
do. do.
do. do.
do. do.
do. do.
do. do.
do. do.

John Reid, -
John Long, -
Gerrit Slingerland, -
W outet Slingerland,
Menord Bradt, -
John Sagor, -
Jeremiah Pembleton,
Jacob Hallenbake,* do. do. do.
Garret Sagar, do. do. do.
Matthias Houghtaling,t do. do. do.

"This man 1 t1\ought proper to send home, finding no sufficient proof
against him, but thought proper to retain ?is arms. _

t Afterwards released, but his arms retamed. -

do.
do.
do.

[No. 20,]
Lunenbergh, 27th October, 1776,

SIR: I received your favour of yesterday's date and note
the contents. In compliance with my orders I have con-
tinually ranged the woods with my company, and have
,aken several TOI'ies, whom I delivered from time to time to
the Committee here, who, it seems, for reasons known to
themsel ves, have discharged them.

The Schohary company proceeds immediately with me
and my company for the Hellebergh the shortest way,
agreeable to your directions. I have ordered the Coxsackie
company, together with Captain ~Vhitbeck's company, to
attend the orders of the Committee now met at this place,
which I deem sufficient f(:>rany business here, consequently
my presence unnecessary.

I am, sir, your humble servant,
JOHN A. BRADT.

To Robert Yates, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of the
Convention of the State of New- York, Albany.

[No.2!.]
Albany, October 28th, 1776.

SIR : We all are much pleased with your activity and spirit~
'WI' have sent up provisions, as you request, for all but the
Rangers, who find themselves. ~ business increases on
our hands, we must :beg you to ret!rn as soon as ever your
task is despatched, which we hope wi\l be very shortly.

,Vc enclose a Jetter to Captain Bradt, which we must
request you immediately to send to him wherever he may be.

I am, &c.,
By order, &c.,

To Major Ford.

R. YATES,Ch'n.

[No. 22.]
AJbany, 28th October, 1776.

SIR: Weare bappy to hear tbe favourable accounts you
give us £'om Coxsackie. As we find your company and the
Schohl!TY detachment will be unnecessary at the Hcllebergh,
where the insurgents are aJready dispersed, we must request
you to return with them immediately to this place; and are
&c.,

By order, &c.,
To Captain Bradt.

R. YATES, Ch'n.

[No. 23.]
DIRCK SWART'S INFORMATION.

Mr. Dirck Swart gives information, that pa~sin()' throu"h
Bennington all Wcdnc~day last, one of the Com":nittee oaf
that place told him that two letters had been received, one
from MI'. Trumbull, the Commissary-General, and the other
from Mr. Trumbull, Deputy Adjutant-General at Ticonde-
roga; ~he first of which mentioned that some e~j.l-mindii
people In and about Albany had stopped the provIsIons from
going up to Ticonderoga,and that they had orders to pur-
chase the wheat and send it to the mills, and to send up the
flour at any expense, even if it should be on pack-horses.
That wheat was accordingly purchased at 6\'e shillings and

si~ p~nce lawful. ,!,hat on hearing this report, some-of the
Militia who were gomg up, were much enraged and wished
Albany in flames. That tbe express who brought the letters
was a person who used to attend the store at Ticonderoga
with Mr. Aver!!. That the examinaut was invited to hear
the letters read, but declined it.

[ No. 24. ]

JOHN READ'S EXAMINATION.

John Read says that he lives aboltt ten miles from the
city of Albany; that he came over to this country last war
with Lord Howe's regiment; tbat he bas lived before at
Claverack; that he has served as a soldier for some years
in that regiment; that on the morning that he was appre-
hended he was alarmed by his wife, who told him that the
Rangers were coming; that he jumped out of bed, and with
his shoes in his hand, in order to escape; that he was after-
wards taken in the woods. Tbat at the time he left his
house t,here was no other person in his house except his wife
and chIldren, and that tbere was no other person then in the
house.

AN EXAMINATION TAKEN ON A SOLEMN PROMISE NOT TO
REVEAL HIS NAME.

John Long, of Nicadha, on examination, says, that Dirck
Becker is his Militia Captain, and being warned to "0 up
to Port Edward, that he was ready to go, and pr:rJared
himself accordingly, but on bis way he was dissuaded /i'om
proceeding by Prederick Oliver, Pl!1:lip Luke, a son of
John Luke, who were tbe principal persons that dissuaded
him, saying that they would not go to be slaughtered by the
Regulars, who would have tbis country in a month's time.
That thereupon he repaired to Arent Tl1ormer's, where
there ~v~re about one hundr~d, wbo agreed not to go up,
not to Il1Jure any person, but If the Rangers or Militia of
Alban!! came against tbem and injured tbem, they would
resist tbem. That tbey there agreed to keep scouts on the
roads, and that they should notice each otber upon any
alarm. That besides the above persons,Prederick Wormer
Prederick Crousie, John Commons. That the views of
those people when assemb]ed were to hold out until the
Regulars should come, and then tbey would join. them.
That Arent Wormer was to dir:ct one. of tbe parties, Bat
Halenbeck anotber, and Predenck Ohver the third party.

J.Vovember 1st, 1116.- The further examination of John
Long, who says tbat there was present at Arent TVormer's
in the above company, George Swans, Peter Classe, Pete;
Bradt, Staats Bradt, TVouter and Garret Slillgerlalldt
Storen Bradt, ]}lyndert Bradt, Gerrit Bradt, John Com:
mons, a principal, Jacobus Oliver, Jacob Ball, a Captain of
the Beaver Dam, which latter he was heard to declare he
would not go up at all, IIenry Waernar, Jacobus IIo,.,.!tta-
ling, Johanncs Seeger, Adam Seger, Jellis n'ceble, bJohn
Wedenman.
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[No. 25.]
Saratoga, October 29,1776.

GENTLEMEN: I am honouredwithyour faveur of yester-
dav's date. As I found that the Militia moved with the

. gr~atest reluctance from Fort Edward, I resolved to let
Colonel Dayton prosecute his marcb to Ticonderoga, and
to let about four hundred of the Militia from Fort Edward
march into Tryon County, and gave orders accordingly
early yesterday morning. Colonel Dayton is already passed
this, and I momently expect the Militia here. Although
I am quite in sentiment with you on B. Huston's informa-
tion, yet it is very possible that General Carleton may detach,
or already has detached, a part of his force (especially his
Indians, Tories, and Canadians, who would be of very litt]e
service in an attack on our lines) to the ~lohawk river. I
shall therefcjre order the Militia whom I expect from Fort
Edward, to proceed without delay to Tryon County, and to
put themselves under the command of General Herkimer,
or Colonel Van Schaick, whom I have ordered into that
quarter, and referred to you for instructions. I do not ap-
prehend tbat an attack will be made by the way of Fort
Stanwl~X; and as the garrison at that place is sufficiently
numerous, I would not advise the sending any more men
there. I do not think it would be proper to strip the city
altogether of troops, and 'you will therefore please to cause
some of the Militia to remain, and desire Colonel Van
Schaick to take the two companies of his regiment up with
him.

I am, gentlemen, respectfully, your
ble servant,

To the Committee of Convention. :

most obedient, hum-

PH. SCHUYLER.

[No.26.]
Albany, October 30,1776.

SIR: General Schuyler enclosed us a letter from you
containing your reasons for believing that the enemy pro-
posed to make an irruption into your County. We cann.ot
help thinking that the information comes through a very
suspicious channel; however, it is possible they may send
small scal ping-parties. A great force cannot come this
season; and as for the twenty-two nations of Indians, it is
too improbable to deserve the least credit. At a time when
the Militia are all called out for the defence of their country
invaded on the north and south, we' cannot help expressing
our surprise that the Militia of a County which has hitherto
been respected for its zeal and spirit, should entertain the
most distant idea of submitting to their inveterate enemy, and
that, too, before they bave seen or tried their force. We
take the liberty to remind YOLIthat thel'l~ is already in your
County, exclusive of your Militia, seven hundred and forty-
three men, which, when joined by the troops under your
command, must, we apprehend, De greatly slIperiour to any
force the enemy can send. However, we send you two
companies of Continental troops, under the command of
Colonel Van Schaick, with whom we wish you.to consult
about the proper disposition of the troops, and one company
of Rangers. General Schuyler has ordered "to your assist-
ance about foul' hundred men. The Militia who will cross
from Fort Edward are sent in compliance with YOLlrwishes,
though we really think them unnecessary if the people of
your County will exert any degree of that spirit which we
ha\'e reason to expect £'om men animated by the glorious
cause in which they are engaged. We doubt not, sir, that
you will be careful to inspire them with proper sentiments
on this subject. It would be ~dvisable for you to order one
thousand of your Militia to be raised, equipped, and sent to
their proper stations, in which case they will. be allowed
Continental pay and rations. Captain Huger, with fifty
men of the Scholwry Militia, are now sent home, and have
orders to hold themselves in readiness to march at a moment's
warning, whenever you may think it necessary to call upon
them. You will be careful to keep out scouts on every
quarter, who will be rewarded for their trouble.

We are, sir, &c.,
By order:

To General Herkimer.

and 29th instant. From the uncertainty of the western
intelli"ence, ac1ded to the importunity of General Gates,
we do'"not sea how you could well avoid sending Dayton's
recriment to the northward; and yet if there should be an
irr~'ption into Tryon County, which is not altogether im-
probable, we shall find the want of a force that can be
dependerJ upon to give them a vigorous opposition. May
it not still be prudent to detain Dayton's 'regiment at Fort
George, so that they may be in readiness to proceed to
Ticonderoga, or the western frontier, a~ the progress of the
enemy may render necessary? Colonel Van Sclwick will
march this day with the two companies of his regiment, and
Captain Bradt's company of Rangers. Captain llager,
who commands a detachment of fifty of the Schohary
Militia, we shall order to repair to Schoharie and to be
in readiness to attend Colonel Van Schaic7c's orders, on
a moment's notice. We shall also direct General Herki-
mer to detach one thousand of his best IVIilitia for immediate
service. Colonel Van Ness's detachment of about one
hundred and forty men, we shall detain here under his com-
mand, for town duty, leaving Lieutenant Conyer, who is
one of our recruiting otlicers, to assist and advise C6]onel
Van lVess in the conduct of his department, which may be
necessary on account of his inexperience in the military line.

The detachment is returned from the Ilellebergh. They
found only a few people in arms, seren of whom they ha ve
seized. The rest fled with precipitation. Defection in that
quarter has, as usual, been much exaggerated, though we
are satisfi~d tbat some designing knaves among them have
endeavoured to sow the seeds of revolt. The majority are
ignorant and deluded, and will readily return to their duty
on forrriveness of their past misconduct.

Weolearn from Major Fonda, that one Hendrick IIicks,
who pretends to be a deserter from General Carleton, is re-
turned to Tryon County, as be says, by the way of the Split
Neck, on the w~st side of Lake Champlain. Major Fonda
is of opinion tbat it is practicable for the enemy to penetrate
the western frontier by that route. He adds, that from the
expressions and conduct of the Tories in Tiger, it is evident
that they expect a sudden irruption of the enemy, headed
by Sir John Johnson. You will gi ve such weight to these
hints as you think they deserve.

We have nothing before us which can authorize our
longer continuance at this place, especially as our assistance
is much wanted in Convention, and the military arrange-
ment, which is so essential, must be delayed till our return
to Fishkill. We propose, therefore, to set out for that
place in the morning.

We are, sir, &c.,
By order:

To Genera! Schuyler.

R. YATES, Chqirman.

[No. 28.]
Sarl\toga, October 30th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN;I am this moment favoured with yours of
this date. An houragoColonelOgden arrivedfromTicon-
deroga, which he left on Monday. He br!ngs intelligence
that there are not above two hundred tents at Crown Point.
General Carleton has consequently only a small part of his
Army there. Tbis circumstance, the information of IIojf,
and the mo\'ement of the Tories in this quarter, give me
great reasons to supert that the enemy intend to penetrate'
Ly the },'Iohawk river, or to throw themselves on some part
of the communication between this and Fort George. In
this situation, it is extremely difficult to determine wbat
measures are most eligible to take. I shall, however, ven-
ture on sending down part of the Militia, Dayton's being
already near Skenesborollgh, and bis men extremely averse
to return to Tryon County. I must entreat you, gentlemen,
not to think of lea \ling Albany at tbis very critical junc-
ture.

I encloseyou 1ettersforColonel Van Schaick and Major
Cochran, which I beg you will seal and immediately for-
ward to them by express, and if you please, convey similar
orders to Brigadier-General Ilerkimer. I shall despatch an
express to General Gates to request him to send a scout.
forty or fifty miles to the westward, and if he finds that any

[No. 27.] body of the enemy have marched towards the ~"'Iohawkriver.
Albany,October30,1776. then instantly to detach three regiments at least to that qllar~

SIR: 'Ve are favoured with your despatches of the 28th tel', or more, according to the number of the enemy that hav~

""

R. YATES, Chairman.
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taken that route. Similar orders wi1l be sent to General Ten
Broec7c and Colonel Gansevoort. Thus we shall have the
most early intelligence of the enemy's movenlents, and be
enabled to take proper measures to defeat their purposes.

J am, most respectfl1l1y, gentlemen, your obedient, hum-
ble servari-t, P SH. CHUYLER.

To the Committee of Convention, at Albany.

[No. 29.]
October 29, 1776,

GENTLEMEN: Part of the number of men specified in
your letter are ready. I hope to be able to raise the whole
soon. The Rangers are repeatedly sent out in small parties,
but no discoveries of importance until this day, which is
comprehended in the information sent by Major Buck, to
whom I shall refer you for particulars; and remain, gent1e-
men, your most obedient servant,

W. B. W BITING.

To Robert Yates) Esq., Chairman of a Sub-Committee
from the State of New~ York, now sitting in Albany.

N. B. In regard to arms, if it be possible, let us have
some relief, as we at home. are very needy of powder and
lead.

[No. 30. ]

THE DEPOSITION OF ISAAC PEABODY AND SAMUEL.ALLEN.

The Deposition of Isaac Peabody and Samuel Allen, of
lawful age, who depose and say, that on the 12th inst.ant
they calJed at the house of Seth Chase, of Little White
Creek, and bearing some words dropped which induced them
to believe the said Seth an enemy of the country, they
feigned tbemsel ves to be of the same sentiments. Tbe said
Seth and other persons then there, asked these deponents
from whence tbey came; and upon ans~rinrr that they
came from Kinderhook, they said they had ~ften heard
that all tbe inbabitants there were Tories. These depo-
nents thereupon said, that the word 'rories was more prop-
erly applicable to their accusers than to themselves. The
said Seth, and the persons at his bouse, said that they were
of the same opinion. These deponents then asked them if
they bad not seen or heard pf any friends to Government
that had fled from persecution at Kinderhook and there-
about; they answered they had not. They then said that
one of their Committee had lately been to them with the
Association and requested them to sign, which they refused
to do, as they did not choose to sign any promise of what
they did not intend to perform. That the above discourse
passed in tbe house of the said Seth Chase.. These depo-
nents then rode off, and after going some distance from the
house, ~ere called back by a person whose name they after-
wards discovered to be Hough, and who bad been in com-
pany with them at tbe tavern before they left it. These
deponents then rode back, and Hough informed that after
tbey left the house,. be told the landlord tbat they (these
deponents) were fnends to Government and strangers in
the place, and be thought they bad better call them back;
whereupon he bad called to these deponents to return. He
tben invited these deponents to return to the house and
lodge there, ~nd if they were willing, they might be there
secreted; which offer these deponents declined. These
deponents then asked if their Kinderhook friends could get
through northward to Burgoyne's Army. Hough said no,
but that there was a much safer way to make tbeir escape
for that tbere were eighty men from Arlington and Sunder:
land, that were to march the next night, and there were
two of the King's Armies coming down. Burgoyne was
coming around the lake, and Sir John Johnson was to
corne down the ltlohawk rive; with the other Army, and
tbat the best way for your Kmderhook Tories was to join
that party, and they would meet the Kinrr's Army in three
da~s, and. be ~afe and out of danger. Th,~e deponents then
desu'ed him, If he had an opportunity, to rrive our Kinder-
hook friends tbis information, whicb be pro~nised he would'
whereon we bid him good night, and rode to one Samuel
Hoqge's, where we put up for the night, and upon consid-
eratIon of what had passed, we agreed that it was best
that one of us the next morning should go back to Chase's,
and the other go and acquaint Cambridge Committee of

what had passed; whereupon next morninrr we took our
different ways as aforesaid. Deponents furth~r said, that the
said Esquire Hough said they are all friends ahout; we have
got good friends in our Committee; had they not been as
cunning as the devil we should have been torn to pieces
before now, for the people down towards Cambridge were
as fierce as the devils, and we would not bave you go there,
for you will be surely taken. He furt}{er said, I did not
mean to take up arms or fight on either side, but I have been
so harassed, that I have determined tbat I will 0-0off with. '"the party to Burgoyne, and m a few days turn and let them
know what or whom I am, and that great part of tbe neigh-
bourhood was going too; that there was a number of us
met at this place (Seth Chace's) a night or two ago, it being
a place of rendezvous-it beinrr a dark rainy nirrht. We
said we believed you bad an ent~rtainingopportu~ity. He
then talked and conversed two and two.

ISAAC PEAI}OQY,

SAM'r. ALLEN.
Bennington, October 14,1776.

JOH:s" Y OUNGJ.,oVE, Chairman.

[No.3l.]

DEPOSITION OF ISAAC PEABODY.

Tbe Deposition of Captain Isaac Peabody, of lawful ao-e
?eing duly sworn, saith: That on Sunday morning, the 13tl;
mstant, he returned to the house of Seth Chase in Little
White Creek. I asked Mr. Chase if he had s~en any of
our Kinderhuok friends the night past. He answered, no.
I told bim I wanted to see Mr. Hughs, the man we dis-
coursed with last night in tbe road. He then told me Mr.
Hough told bim the discourse he had witb us, and that Mr.
Hough knew no more of the plan than wbat he had com-
municated to him. I asked him if he had for certain tbat
Burgoyne with bis Army was corning round the lakes?
He answered, that Colonel _Man had sent a pao-e to Adilw-
ton, and he was at his house night before last,"'on his retu~n
to Colonel Man, and told him that Colonel ltlan's order to
the people-of Arlington was to remain peaceable and still
if their intentions were undiscovered, till further orders fro[~
bim, for be found,. by inteJligence from Burgoyne, he would
not get, through his marcb so soon as e:cpected; but if they
were dlscoyered, to make tbe best oftheJr way to him. The
page further saith, thac tbe people of Adina-ton had made

~uc~ prepar~tions. for their marcb, that tbey ~ould not forego
It wIthout bemg dIscovered; therefore, w:ou]d march to-nigbt.
Mr. Chase tben said, the people of White Creek are secure,
they would not march till filfther order from Colonel ltJan.
He likewise said, tbat Colonel1JJan had twelve fat oxen
for the purpose of victualling the friends of Government on
their march to join tbe King's Army. And otbers bad
several more cattle for the same purpose. I then asked
him to direct me to a plan whereby our Kinde1'hook friends
could get safe to the King's Army. He tben told me tbat
Colonel ltlan ~ad gi \'en countersigns at two places, and if
these countersIgns could be conveyed to your friends they
can pass s~fe,~nd get .all it~teJligence necessary. H~ then
spoke .to his WIfe to brmg blm a paper, on which she imme-
diately came to us and takes a papCl' out of ber bosom and
gave it to her husband, and he handed it to me sayin"
Now

~
give you my life. I took the paper and r~ad it f~

be tIllS: "At Landlord Northrop's the countersirrn is
Tryon; and at Jacob Lal1sing's Ferry, the countersi"rrn is
Burgoyne." I told him for fear I sbould make a mistake in
these countersigns, I would write tbem down. Then wr~te
the~ down. He then said that upon giving these coun-
tersJ¥~s out 'ft these two places, we could be secreted, ha ve
provISions, or be helped on our way, or any thinrr we desired

t~ forward. He further said, tbat ?imon ComI! was a good
fnend to Government, and that I mJffht not be afi'aid of him .

he further said, that his house was "'a place where Colonei
ltJan's page came for entertainment, and to bring news
to the friends to Government.

ISAAC PEABODY.
Bennington, October 14, 1776.

JAMES YOUNGLOVE, Chairman.

The said Isaac Peabody, upon recollecting further, said,
that the above-said Seth Chase told him that Colonel ltlan
had given orders, in the day time to keep the woods. and
in the night to come upon the roads, and to marcb t~enty
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in a body, at the distance of one mile one body from the
other, and before and after each body of twenty men, one
man should be placed at the distance of ten rods, and if
anybody was coming after them, the rear guard was to
speak loud enough fm' those before to hear, and the parties
were then to skulk into the woods, and if any person were
tQ meet them, the advance guard to act in like manner.

ISAAC PEABODY.

A true copy from the original, examined and transmitted
by order of the Committee.

[No. 32.]
Albany, 31st Oetober, 1'776.

SIR: We were early this morning favoured with your
despatches of the 30th instant. From your last intelli-
gence it may be conjectured that no attem pt will be made
on Ticonderoga, which strengthens the apprehension of an
incursion into our western frontier. In that case, the de-
fenceless condition of that frontier will be lamented, and too
probably, by those who judge only from events, censured.
An inexperi~nced militia, if sufficiently numerous, cannot
be relied upon, especially when their fears may be raised on
account of the Indians. Under these difficult circumstances,
increased by Genera! Gates's importunity for Dayton's
regiment, though all the Continental troops (two companies
only excepted) were already at Ticonderoga and on the
communication, it is very easy to account for your embar-
rassment, in which we participate.

Peter Ten Broeck, and the four other disaffected per-
sons who have lately gone over to the enemy from Tryon
County, were, we are informed, pursued by a party of the
Oneidas, but these friendly Indians were given to under-
stand by the Onondagas that it was disagreeable to them,
and that the Oneidas should suffer if they did not desist.
We submit it, sir, whether it will not be proper for you to
send a spirited' message to the Onondagas through Major
Fonda, or in such other manner as you may judge best,
complaining and demanding satisfaction for this unprovoked
infraction of treaty, and insisting peremptorily to know
whether they are to be considered as enemies or friends,
that they may be treated accordingly. It will, at least,
show a vigilant attention to their conduct and a contempt of
their enmity, and, if it should not convert, may intimidate
and keep them in awe, not to mention the necessity of our
being apprised of the terms we stand upon with a neighbour
who, in proportion to the measure of our deception, will be
able to injure and distress us.

We have just received inteJligence that a party of Tories
of King's District and the southeast part of Rensselaerwyck,
were collecting together to>join the enemy; that they de-
termined to ClOSSthe ferry at this place under the guise of
Militia, but were to keep on the west side of the river, in
expectation of being supported by their friends, and of
meeting Indians and Canadians to conduct tbem to the
enemy; that to distinguish tbemselves as Tories they were
to club their firelocks; tbat one Palmeter was their Ca ptain,
and Showers and John Bay their Lieutenants; that if they
should be discovered they were to make a wad of their
muster-roll, and put it into the barrel of the Captain's gnn;
that Simon Warner, Barot Dyer, two Burnams, and two
Hagermans, were among tbe company; that Palmeter had
marched before to prep:lrc the way for them. Another
examination affirms that the Tories bad orders to march on
this"alann to the northward as Congress men, and to draw
provisions till they could get to Fort George, and then to
take possession of and keep it for the enemy. We can
give no opinion of the truth of this inteJligence. It is
evident that ever.f account of this nature has been greatly
exaggerated, but It may be of use nevertheless to put us on
our guard.

Before your letter came to hand, Mr. Robert Livingston
had set out on his return, and as that part of the Committee
for arranging the Army, which went to the southward, are
got back to Fishkill, we think ourselves under the necessity
of joining them. Indeed, considering the nature of our
power, \Vbicb chiefly respected tbe Militia, who are a11now
in motion, we do not see that we can be of any essential
service here.

Weare, sir, with great respect, your most obedient hum-
ble servant.

By order of the Committee of Convention of the State
~~~~~: RY. ATES.
To the HonourableMajor-GeneralSchuyler.

AUGUSTUS ODELL'S DEPOSITION RESPECTING THE TORIES.

Tbe information of Augustus Odell, who saitb,that this
morning, about ten o'clock, he was in the woods about ten
miles southeast of Albany, he came across one Showers,
who asked which way tbis informant was traveling, who
answered, he could hard]y tell; but by dropping a few words
of Tory talk, this informant soon discovered said Showers
to be a Tory. He then told said Showers he wanted to
get with John Savage. Said Showers said John Savage
was gone; that he went away day before yesterday, with
two men with him, to the northward to join the Regulars,
determining to keep the west side of the river at Fort Ed-
ward. Tben this informant asked for one Palmeter. Said
Showers said Palmeter went yesterday the same way.
Then this informer asked if there was any more men that
he could find. Said Showers said he had been witb one of
his neighbours last night and the day back just before day,
and he took his shoes in his hand and ran out into the
woods and stood still, and perceived there was a number of
men, but did not know how many that was under arms, and
perceived they were Rangers; but told the informant if he
would go with him to a house they could know, for they
were strong Tories. Then this informant went with said
Showers to the house where he (Showers) was to ask, and
he began to talk with the woman in Dutch; and this in-
formant heard the woman say fifty. Then said Showers
turns to this informer and saith, there is fifty men; and this
informer thinks that he (Showers) said they had been at old
Michelse's the last night, and was now collecting together to
go off to tbe enemy, and intend to go over Albany ferry
under pretence to join our troops, but intended to keep the
west side of the river, and expected to have friends to help
them, and to meet Indians and French to convey them to
the Regulars; and in order that they (the French) may
know them to be Tories, they were to club their muskets.
Also this informer saitb, that said Showers said Palmeter
was chosen Captain, and said Showers Lieutenant, but he re-
fused, because he did not like Palmeter's plan, for he had got
a roll of tbe men's names, and Showers asked said Palmeter
what he would do with it if he was taken. Said P'almeter
said he would roll it up and make a wad of it a.nd put it
into his gun. Also, John Boy,~ was chosen First Lieutenant.
The Second Lieutenant tbis informant has forgot his name,
aud a number that did not join the Militia was in the com-
pany; and the informant says to the best of his remembrance
two of Burnham's sons and two of IIageman's sons was in
the company. Also, this informant saith, said Showers
said he was appointed Lieutenant over seven or eight I\len
that tarry behind, and told tbis informer if he would stay
with him he should be secreted, and did not know how
soon he should marcb to join the Regulars. The above
said Palmeter marched before his company to prepare the
way for them.

AUGUSTUS ODELL.

Sworn before John Beebe, Chairman of the Committee
of King's District, October 29, 1776.

DEPO~ITION OF STEPHEN KITCHEN.

October 29, 1776.

The information of Stephen Kitchen, who saitb, that on
Friday last he saw one Simon 'Varner, and after common
compliments, said to tbis informer, "I suppose I 'may say
any thin,??". Upon which thi~ informer replted, YOlfmay.
"Then, saId Tfarner, "last mght I saw Barret Dyre in
New-Briton;" and said TVarner said, "it was orders from .an
officer above for the Tories to form themselvesinto a body,
for they expected whenour Armygot defeated at the north-
ward, the Whigs would destroy all the Tories they c,ould
tind, and that the Tories were to embody for defence." fhis
informer further says he was with the said Warner yesterday,
and told the said Warner he came on purpose to see him
and wanted to know if there was any way to escape to th;
King's Army; to which the said WarneI' replied, there was no
other way to escape but to go over the North River, and so
go aroundourArmy. This informerasked the said Warner
if Barret Dyer had been to the King's Army; and he said
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he had not, but that the said Dyer lived sometimes in New-
Briton, and sometimes north of that place with Palmatier.
The said Warner toJd this informant tbat they (the Tories)
had but a few guns now, but that Dyer told him tbat they ex.
pected some up the North River. Tbis informer asked the
said Warner if he could go to Dyre. He said he thoulTht
not, for he changed his head-quarters often. Tbe s~id
Warner toJrl this informer that Palmetier was '"..ith Dyre,
the day before he saw Dyre. This informer asked Warner
how Dyre and the rest of tbe Tories lived. He said about
and amongst the rest of their friends. Tbis informer says
Warner furtber told him that Dyre informed him how he
got away from Richmond-that he (Dyer) kept in the
woods there tiJl daylight, then came across the mountains,
and by Captain Baldwin's, and to one Goodfellows, who is a
corporal in the Grenadier company, and when he (the said. Dyre) got to Goodfellows's, he whistled, and Goodfellows
came to him. The said Warner told this informer that
John Savage bad witb him about five hundred men, and
that they had disarmed one Colonel of tbe Militia, and taken
some guns and other warlike stores from him. The said
Warner told this informer there had been a post-rider kept
from Army to Army, (viz: the King's Armies,) but lately bad
been broke up. The said Warner told this informer that there
was no orders, particular now, for the Tories from the King's
Army; but as soon as our head-quarters were smashed, the
Tories then would bave orders what to do. Tbis informer
asked the said Warner what tbe Tories would do as to guns.
We the Tories' will have all them in the district, for be
looked upon it there was Tories enough in this Government
to manage what Whigs tbere was in the same. The said
Warner told this informer the Tories had orders to march on
this alarm to the northward in the name of Congress men,
and to draw provisions till they got to Fort George, and then
take possession of tbe same and keep it. The said Warner
furtber said that there would be Tories enougb going to the
King's Army if the Militia came back, for that would be
their orders. Ifany Tory was going to be carried off, only
let him know of it. and there should not be a man carried
off, for they wouln' be rescued. And furtber tbis infQrmer
saiih that Warner told this informer, if he would come on the
hill and whistle he would show this informer people that
knew better where Dyre was then he did. The said
1Varner told this informer that John .Brigs, and Wart
that lived with Brigs, was good friends, and that Joseph
Chapman could go tbough the woods, meaning, as tbis in-
former supposes, to the King's Army.

STEPHEN KITCHEN.

Sworn before John Dube, Chairman of the Committee of
King's District, in Albany County.

Th.e request of General HowE, Governour TRYON,and Sir
JOHN JOHNSON,to raise Troops in ALBANYCounty,

, with a copy of the Oath of Secrecy and Allegiance to the
King.
By the requestof the Honourable William Howe, com-

mander of his Majesty's Forces in America, and William
Tryon, Esq., Governour in and for the Province of New-
York, and likewise by the desire of Sir John Johnson,
Bart., that a Battalion of Loyal Volunteers be inlisted in
the County of Albany to serve in and for the Province of
New- York, and for the preservation of their lives and prop-
erties, and more especially to show their loyalty and affec-
tion to his Majesty, in order to assist in restoring Pllblick peace
and tranquillity in this distressed country, as tbey cannot ex-
pect any friendship or protection from his Majesty's Forces
if tbey do not do their utmost endeavours to assist his
Majesty in subduing and conquering his rebellious subjects,
in order to bring them to condign punishment: Therefore,
for the more speedy, and in the most secret manner, a battal-
ion of Loyal Volunteers be in]isted, and each officer and
private volunteer to take an oath to keep secret every tbing
that shall be communicated to them by their superiour
officers; that J. H., Esq., is chosen and appointed Colonel
and Commandant of said battalion of Loyal Volunteers,
and each company is at least to consist of fifty !"ank and file,
with one Captain, one Lieutenant, one Ensign, and when
raised and joins his lVIajesty's Forces, each officer and pri-
vate volunteer will receive the same pay, clothing, arms and
accoutrements, as any otherinlisted American vQlunteer, and

be entitled to tbe same lands as any regular soldier. The
said Loyal Volunteers will be discharged with the first
American battalion.

"I, A. B., do swear to be true to bis Majesty Kiner
George, and to serve him honestly and faithfully in derenc~
of his person, ct'Ownand dignity, against all his enemies in
America, or opposers whatsoever; to keep secret, and to
observe and obey, the orders of my superiour officers that
shall be issued out to me from time to time. So help me
God.

" I, A. B., do swearto keepsecretall that you shall say or
read to me, and not to reveal the same to blood relation or
any personwhatsoever. So help me God."

[No.33.]
We received your favour of the instant, early this

morning. Not knowing the extent of the conspiracy of
which you gave us information, nor whether you could raise
and arm the company~we directed, with sufficient despatch,
we ordered Colonel Van Rensselaer, with one bundred and
fifty of tbe Claverack Militia, to march into King's district,
where you may soon expect to see him. As he is much
wanted for an important service in this quarter, he must be
detained no longer than the safety of the district and tbe
condition of t~le disaffected renders absolutely necessary.
After these vIgorous measures, which will convince our
i~ternal enemies both of our vigilance and our power, the
d1saffe?tedwill no doubt be intimidated and disperse, and
we tlJlnk a guard of forty or fifty men, kept in constant
motion, will be sufficient for your protection. Mr. Beles
assures us so many can be armed. We recommend it to
you to imbody them accordingly; indeed, even if it had
been otherwise, it is out of our power at present to furnish
arms and accoutrements, as you request.

By order: R. YATES, Chairman.

To Colonel Whiting.
. -

[ Letter No. 34 has been cut out.
Letter to Colonel Rensselaer."]

Its endorsement is, .. Dr. of a

[No. 35.]
Fishkill, October 29, 1776.

SIR: The Committee of Safety have received the letter
of your Committee by express, inclosing minutes of the
Committee of the County of Albany, relative to the
department of the Deputy Commissat'y-General. The
exertions which they have made to procure the necessary
supply for the Northern Army, are highly laudable, and
deserve the warmest approbation of the Committee of
Safety.

We have been loudly called upon by his Excellency
General Washington to forward a supply of flour for the use
of tbe Army at the White Plains. We have devised all
the means we can think of to prevent the Army from sutler-
ing for the want of tbat article, which you will see by our
resolutions, a copy of which we now transmit you. We
are of opinion tbat jf a similar mode was adopted to the
northwardit would be productiveof goodeffects. Weare
informed that there are several mills between Albany and
Lalce George, which migbt be kept constantly employed
in manufacturing flour for the Northern Army, if the Com-
missary-Gen~ral would engage pers.onsto purcbase up grain
al{d to have It transported to the nulls most contiguous. It
would, howevel', be needless for us to enter into a parti~]ar
detail on tbis subject. Your Committee, from bein" on the
spot, are the best judges of what further measuresowill be
necessary fot' supplying that Army, and are invested with
full powers fot' carrying into execution all such measures as
you shall think effectual for repeJling the invasions of the
enemy on tbe northern and western frontiers. Whilst we,
therefore, in tbis quarter, exert ourselves in devising and
executing whatever shall appear to us most conducive to the
publick safety, we trust that your attention and zeal will
not be wanting in giving vigour to our military operations to
the northward, and in queJling, by such means as you shall
deem most prudent, tbe insurrections of the disaffected in
that part. We highly approve of your having detained
those detachments of the Militia which you mention fot' that
purpose, but it is not in our power to order up the detach-
ment under the command of Colonel Van Rensselaer, as
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we have now in custody near two hundred and twenty dan-
gerous and disaffected persons, whom we propose removing
to Exeter, in the State of New-Hampshire. A detachment
of sev{'nty-six persons of this stamp was sent off a feIV days
ago; and from the information we have received from the
Commiuee appointed by the Convention of this State for
inquiring into, detecting, and defeating, 'all conspiracies
which may be formed in this State against the liberties of
America, we have reason to think that there will be a neces-
sity of apprehending and removing severa] other persons;
You must, therefore, be sensible that no dependence can be
put on this quarter. Should you find it necessary to em-
ploy a furtber force for the purpose of seizing and securing
the disaffected, we recommend it to you to endeavour to
raise as many men in the Alassachusetts-Bay Government
as you shall think necessary.

We transmit you a copy of the last intelligence we have
received from Head-Quarters. We flatter ourselves tbat
our accounts from the northward will .be equally favomab]e.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your and the Com-
mittee's most obedient and very humble servant,

By order: PIERRE V AN CORTLANDT, V. P.

To Robert Yates, Esq., Chairman of the Commiuee ap-
pointed to repair to Albany to confer with Genera]
Schuyler.

[ No. 36. ]

In Committee of Safety for the StElteof New-York, {
Fishkill, October29,1776. 5

Wbereas tbe Committee have been called upon by his
Excellency Genera] Washington, by a Letter from Tench
Tilghman, Esq., dated the 26th instant, to exert themselves
in devising all possible means for the expeditious supply of
Flour for the American Army, in the County of Wcstches-
~r: .

Resolved, That Henry Schenck, Esq., or such agents
as he may think proper to employ, be empowered to
purchase up Wheat for the use of the Continental Army,
and tbat he cause the same to be manufactured into Flour,
and transported to the landings most contiguous to the
places where the same may be manufactured with the
utmost despatch.

Resolved, That the names of all the persons who shall
refuse to part with their "Vheat at a reasonable rate, be
forthwith returned to the Committee of Safety, or to the
Convention of this State, in order that proper measures may
be devised for preventing the publicI. interest from being
sacrificed to the perverseness, disaffection, or avarice of in-
dividua]s.

Resolved, That Henry Schenck, Esq., or the Agents by
him employed in purchasing Wheat, be authorized to
impress Drivers, Wagons, Teams, Ox-Carts, or other
Carriage, for the purpose of executing, with tbe utmost
despatch, tbe resolutions of this Committee.

Resolved, That all the Coopers in the Counties of
Dutchess, T-Vestchester, Orange, Ulster, Albany, Tryon, and
Charlotte, be exempted from all Militia duty of what kind
soever, for the space of two months from the date hereof:
Provided, always, That the said Coopers are employed in
exercising their trades in preparing and making flour, beef,
and pork Barre]s.

Ordered, That copies of these Reso]utions be transmitted
to his Excellency General Washington, to the Commissary-
Genera], and to the Committee of the Oonvention of this
State, now sitting at Albany; and further, that the last
Resolution, respecting the Coopers, be transmitted to the
Commanding Officers of the MiJitia in the Counties above-
mentioned.

Extract from the Minutes:
HOB'T BENSON, Secretary.

[No.37.]
Head-Q,uarters, \Vhite Plains, 27th October, 1776.

SIR: I have your favour of yesterday. The General
highly approves of your plan of having Rogers's prisoners
sent up to your Convention, and will have it done out of
hand. You will receive with them several prisoners taken
about this part of the country. The one that appears to be
deepest in their schemes is James Budd, whose examination
you have enclosed. You may question him without letting

him know you have the examination; and fromcomparing
the accounts given at different times, form a judgment of the
truth. Ollr scouting parties are very active and very suc-
cessful. Yesterday they brought in five British prisoners,
and this morningtwe]ve Waldeckers. The latter are ama~ed
at the kind treatment they receive. They ~ay they were
torn away from their own country, and will willingly remain
among us. They say if their fellow-soldiers knew how kind-
]y they would be treated, and how plentifully and happily
they might live, they would lay down their arms and come
among us. We shall contrive to make a good use of tbose
fellows.

Our neighbours remain very quiet in this quarter, .but we
have beard a heavy cannonade about Fort Washwgton;
we don't know the occasion yet, but have sent down for
intelligence. You are misinformed as to the quantity of
provisions we have lost. When Gene.ral Lee removed he
was obliged to leave eighty or ninety barrels of provisions of
all kinds for want of wagons. We already make a very
respectable figure, our front lined and abutted, and some
redoubts well forwarded on our rear, impassable for horse or
foot, but through passes cf which we have possession. Send
us good news from the northward, and never fear us-we
will play our part.

I am, dear sir, yours sincerely, TENCH TILGHMAN.

To William Duer, Esq., of the Committee of Correspon-
dence, Fishkill.

True copy: ROB'T BENSON, Sec'y.

[No. 38.]
Albany, November 5,1776.

SIR: In order that this State may aid you to the utmost
in furnishing the Northern Army with' provisions, we have
agreed to the resolutions, of which we enclose you a copy,
and are accordingly ready to assign you an agent fully
authorized, to carry into effect that part which relates to the
purchase and manufacture of wheat with vigour and despatch.
If you can point out any thing more effectual, or stand in
need of further advice or support respecting your depart-
ment, we shall cheerfully assist you on the first information,
it being our intention to leave nothing undone which at this
arduous conjuncture may contribute to the important pur-
pose of supplying the Northern Army with provisions.

Weare, sir, your most humble servant,

R. YATES, Ch'n.
Mr. Avery.

[No. 39.]
Ticonderoga, Head-Q,uarters, October 20th, 1776.

.

GENTLEMEN:The late success oftbe enemies of American
liberty on this lake renders it probable, I might say certain
that this post will very soon be attacked. In that case, a~
the enemy may perhaps attempt a blockade rather tban an
immediate attack on our lines, a large supply of provis'ions
will be absolutely necessary. You are therefore requested
gentlemen, to lend all the assistance in your powel' in for~
warding provisions of e\'ery kind from Bennington to this
place by way of Skenesburgh. The badness of the road
may render it necessary to send flour, &c., on pack-horses
in bags; if no other method is practicable make use of that.
Regard not the expense. Mr. Yancey, Deputy Commis-
sary-Genera], has the General's orders to pay every neces-
sary expense and charge that may arise.

I am, gentlemen, by the General's orders your very
obedient servant, J T D

'c G 'I. RUMBULL, . . en.
To tbe Gentlemen in Committee of Safety for tbe town 01

Bennington.
The withi.n isa true copy o[ .a coPy of a lettpr taken by

me at Bennwgton, from tbe ongmal In tbe hands of the wile
of the Chairman of the Committee of that place, in conse-
quence of a request of the General Comrnittee of Albany
County.

STEPHEN LUSH.
November 2d, 1776.

\.

[No. 40.]
Ticonderoga, October 20th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: This is to inform you, that in consequence
of a number of disaffected persons in and about Albany
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to the common safety of this continent, there is great danger
of a too Ion?;delay of the contracted provisionsfor this Army
from that place, and in particular the article of flour, and
that we have not more than will answer for bread for the
Army present than about sixteen days. And as the advances
of the Army may be but slow, and in order for a blockade,
and to cut off all communications to this place-all which
makes it of the utmost importance that we have an imme-
diate supply-and as I am appointed and empowered to act
and contract for every necessary provision for this depart-
ment, by the Commissary-General, Joseph Trumbull,Esq.,
I thought it of the highest importance to make tbis pressing
appJication, that you would contract and immediately for-
ward to Skenesburgh landing all the flour that can be pur-
chased for the Army on the northern department. And
relying, gentlemen, on your publick patriotism to serve your
country, I make not tbe least doubt tbat you will comply
with this request; and as your pay, I will from time to time
furnish you with the ContinentalcUl'rency as fast as my
present hurry of business wiU permit, and beg you will for-
ward me your answer immediately, how much you will be
able to supply me with, and in what time, so that I may be
able to satisfy the Commander-in-Chief at this place with
this very important business; and you will greatly oblige
yours, with the greatest respect, your most humble servant,

JAJlIESYANCEY,D. C.

To the honourable Committee of Safety, Bennington.

The withinis a true copy of a copy of a letter taken by
me at Bennington, in consequence of a request of the Gen-
eral Committee of the County of Albany.

STEPHEN LUSH.
November 2d, 1776.

N. B. The original was in the hands of the wife of the
Chairman of the Committee of Bennington.

Return of the quantity of Flour remair!ing at the under-
mentioned stations, September 28, 1776, viz:

-----

Bread. I Flour.

Stations where remaining.

---
At Ticonderoga, as per Mr. Jlvery's

return to General Schuyler. . . . . . -
Do. North end of Lake Geo,'ge, as

per do. -
Do. FortGeorge, do -
Do. FortEdward,do.. . . . . .. . . . . . -
Do. Samtoga,as per Mr. Holme's
return .. . .... .. ... .. -

Do. Stillwater, a~ per Mr. .l1very'sre-
turn to General Shuyler.. . . .. . . . -

Forwarded from .!llbany to Half-
~foon from 28th September.. . . . . . -

Delivered over by Mr. Livingston to
Mr.Jlvely .. .... .. ... . .. . .. 14 16 54 303

___ TotaJ 14W-~I_!,209

N. B. The above bread and flour will victual eleven thousand men for
fifty-nine days.

- 1,020-
- 360

588
230

252

-
- -
- -
- -
- 185-
- 271-

WALTER LIVI:-;GSTON.

RICHARD VARICK TO GENERAL GATES.

Fort George, November 7th, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: On Sunday last, General Schuyler
being informed of the scarcity of flour with the Army, ordered
Major Rensselaer and myself to repair to the communica-
tion bet.ween Half-Moon and this place, to order the flour,
amountlllg to above twelve hundred barrels, then at the dif-
ferent posts, to be forwarded instanter.

After having given the proper orders below, I came to
tbis place yesterday, and found above four hundred and fifty
barrels lying here, for want of men to na vigate the batteaus;
and on pressing the matter to Colonel Gansevoort, he as-
$ured me thatb~ had not a man t? spare fi'om his garrison,
who are not contmually employed III procuring wood for the
general hospital, in scouts, and mounting the different guards.
Little assistance can be expected from our Militia. I would
thereforeask the liberty to request you to send a party
of men fi'om Tyonderoga, to carry the provisions across the
lake.

As the enemy have decamped, the Army wiJI be in a
situation to be mustered very soon. I have sent to the
Quartermaster-General for paper, &.c.; hope to find it at
Albany on my return thitber.

You may be assured, my dear sir, that I shall make no
unnecessary delay in entering on the duties of my office. I
hope soon to have the honour of paying you a visit.

I am, my dear General, your most obedient, humble ser-
vant. ' RICH'D VARICK.
To the Honourable Major-General Gates.

GENERAL GATES TO A COMJlfITTEI<; OF CONGRESS.

Ticonderoga, November 7th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:The enclosed letter to Mr Hancock will
give you some idea of the perplexities I have undergone from
the New-England Deputies. It will likewise convince you
that it has not, nor is yet in my power, to send you the all
that is wanted, and the all that will be wanted this winter
and tbe next campaign, for this Army.

The knowledge of military service in general, and of this
in particular, cannot be reasoned upon in abstracts; and were
it attempted, it must multiply needless debates, and perhaps
absolutely confound the business in view; I will therefore
confine myself to the sending you of a Jist of wbat should
be supplied, to stop the enemy's progress this winter and
secur~ us agai~st their ,threatenings next campaign. '

It ISthe ruhng maxim of my conduct in military opera-
tions, to suppose the enemy will do wbat he mi<rht and
sbould do. On this prinr:iple I can scarcely be d~ceived,
unless I do not do what I ought to do.

I am aJmost tire~ of applying .to Con~ress for supplies.
They mean to do nght; but, besides theIr labourinl1 under
very great difficulties to supply in due time the demoandsof
their Generals, they certainly want judicious, and very often
disinterested information. Let them put an unlimited con-
fidence in their commanding Generals respecting those mat-
!ers, an.d such only which in the nature of things it is morally
Impossible Congress should perfectly know; and if they
think it unsafe to put such trust in their Generals, let these
be instantly removed. Honour will then prevail, and its
irresistible influ.encebe felt i.nevery department. By these
means the Umted States will be well served. I think no
other road can lead us to success.

. I am, with unfeigned respect, gentlemen, your mo~ obe-
dient, humble servant, I'J . G'10RATIO ATES.

To the Hon. Messrs. Rich'd Stockton and George Cly-
mer, Esqs.
P. S. After the perusal of the enclosed, I desire it to be

sealed up and forwarded immediately after.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

New-Haven, November 7th, 1776.

SIR: I have the honour to transmit you the enclosed, the
purport of which is of that consequence and importance to
this State in its present situation that I flatter myself Con-
gress will give the earliest attention thereto, and will afford
all the needed assistance. The exposedness of our sea-
coasts whilst so formidable an Army is on our borders and
a triumphant Navy in possessionof our Sound, and the seat
of war still likely to remain in our neighbourhood, together
with the exhausted circumstances of this State, by means of
its extraordinary tJxertions in the common cause, we trust
will afford such obvious arguments in favour of our request
that your assistance will not be denied us.

And am, with esteem and regarJ, sir, your most obedient
humble sel'vant,

.
. J ONATH AN TRUMBULL.

To President Hancock.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL'S PROCLAMATION LAYING AN EMBARGO.

By the Honourable JONATHANTRUMBULL,Esquire, Gov-
ernour and Commander-in- Chief afthe State OfCONNEC-
TICUT, in AMERICA:

A PROCLAMATION.

Whereas it hath been resolved by the General Assembly
now convened at New-Haven, "that an embargo be laid
upon the ex~ortation out of this State, by land or water, (with-

out a permIt from the Governour,) of Wheat, Rye, Indian
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Corn, Pork, Salt, Peas, Beans, Bread, Flour, and every kind
of Meal, except necessary stores for vessels outward-b?und;
likewise all kind of Cloths, Linen and Woolen, fit and sUItable
for clothing for the Army, except such as shall be provided
and sent for the use of our Army or Navy; and also, that
an embargo be laid upon the exportation out of this State,
by water, of the following articles, viz: Beef, Live Cattle,
Sheep, Butter, and Cheese: Provided, this act shall not
extend to prevent any particular person or persons from
carrying or sending to such soldiers in the Army as may be
under the care and special relation of such person or per-
sons, any necessary clothing or provision they may want
for their own use and consumption:" And said Assembly
have requested me to give notice thereof:

I have, therefore, thought fit to issue this Proclamation,
hereby notifying all persons that said embargo is laid, and
requiring them to comply therewith. And I dohereby pro-
hibit all persons from transporting, by land 01' :vater, and
from shipping on board any vessel for transportation, any of
said articles, (excepting only as insaid Resol ves is excepted,)
under the penalties of the law of this State in sLlch case
provided. And I do require and enjoin all persons to exert
themselves that said Resolve be effectually carried into exe-
cution.

Given under my hand, at New-Haven, this seventh day
of lVovember, Anno Domini, 1776 :

JONTH. TRUMBULL.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety of
Connecticut, November 7th, 1776:

Present: His Honour the Governour, his Honour the
Deputy-Governour, Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez Huntington,
Titus Hosmer, Benjamin Huntington, Esquires.

Voted, To join with the Commissary-General to enter
into partnership with him for importing one hundred thou-
sand bushels of Salt, and that the writings for the same be
prepared accordingly.

GOVERNOUR COOKE TO COMMODOREHOPKINS.
Council Chamber, Providence, November 7th, ~

Saturday Evening, 7 o'clock. 5
SIR: Yours of this day is just handed me by Mr. Brownel,

and thank you for the intelligence, though had repeated
advice thereof by land from each side of the Bay, the Com-
mittee having taken up about forty prisoners of the sailors
brou"ht here by the several privateers, and believe there is
as m~ny more yet about the street. Our jail is very full,
and sending them in the country may not answer, as there
will be but few or no men there to take care of them. I
have called in all the men in this County to the defence of
the State. About five hundred men have marched for New-
port. Before I received yours, had got printed and dis-
persed a great number of the enclosed handbills, so that
should the enemy delay their attack on this part of the State
a few days, I hope to give them a very handsome reception.

I am, sir, vour humble servant, N CJ J. ICHOLAS OOKE.

To Esek Hopkins, Esq., Commander of the Continental
Navy, on board the 1f7arren,near Pawtuxet.

P. S. P]ease to let me know as soon as may be, what
number of the above prisoners shall be sent on board your
ships.

ESCAPE OF BRITISH PRISONERS FROM NORTHA.'oIPTONJAIL.
Northampton, November 7, li/6.

Escaped from the jail in J.Vorthampton, Robert Arnold
and Henry Stanhope, two prisoners, late]y Midshipmen in
the British Navy; the former a short, well-set, smart-Iook-
in", fresh-complexioned man, about thirty-five years old,
w~re a coat of a London brown colour. The latter ab-
sconded heretofore when on parole, and was retaken at
:ftiliddletown; he also is a short man, with light hair, pale
complexion, large eyes, lips and nose. Whoever will appre-
hend and secure either of said persons shall receive twenty
dolJars reward and necessary charges, from

AARON'WRIGHT, Jailer.

. FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. III.

BOSTON COMMITTEE TO ~IASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.

To the Honourable the Council of this State:

The Committee of Safety, &c., for the town of Boston,
report to your Honours, that this day was brought before
them one John Dean Whitworth, a pt'isoner, taken in arms
against the forces of the United States of America; that
the said Committee ordered the said Whitworth to be com-
mitted to the jail in this town, there to remain until your
Honours shall give orders concerning him.

In the name and by the order of the Committee, I am,
very respectfully, your Honours' most obedient and very
humble servant,

NAT. BARBER, Chairman.
Boston, November 7th., 1776.

To the honourable the Council of this State.

The guard who brought the prisoner have an account of
expenses attending the same. As the Committee have no
fund to discharge it, they have advised them to lay the same
before your HonoUl's.

Head-Q,uarters, October 3J, ] 776.

To BALDWIN:
You are to conduct Lieutenant Dean, of Rogers's Ran-

gers, to Stamford, then deliver him to the Committee, in
order to be forwarded to Boston, there to be delivered to the
General Assembly or authority deputed by them for the
management of publick affairs, to be disposed of as they
think proper.

J. REED, AdJ. Gen.

Stanford, October 31, 1776.

GENTI,EMEN: Agreeable to the General's order we, send
you the within-named prisoner to be transported to Boston.

JOHN HAIS, Jun., Com. Clerk.

To the Committee of Norwalk.

Norwalk, November ], l776.
Agreeable to the General's order we send you the within-

named prisoner to be forwarded to Boston.
THAD. BETTS, Clerk Committee.

To the Committee of Fairfield.
.

Fairfield, ]st November, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Agreeable to the within directions we send
you by Mr. Joseph Dyer and his attendants, the within-
named prisoner, Lieutenant Dean Whitworth, of Rogers's
Rangers.

Signed per order, THADDEUSBURR, Ck. Com'e.
To the General Assembly of the:ftilassachusetts~I3ay,or the

a.uthority deputed by them to manage publick affairs.

I, John Dean Whitworth, Lieutenant in Rogers's
Regiment of Rangers, do promise, upon the word of
honour of an officer, that I will comport myself as a prisoner
ought to do upon my journey to Boston; that I will not
attempt any escape from the person who shall accompany
me, or hold any correspondence with the enemies of the
American States, or do any act prejudicial to the interests
of said States.

JOHN DEAN WHITWOItTH.

NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO COfJ. WINGATE.

State of New-Hampshire, in Committee of S
.

afety, t
November 7, 1776. 5

SIR: This State has employed lVIr. James Anderson to
ride post fi'om hence to Ticonderoga, and he is to bring 'all
the)etters from the troops directed to New-Hampshire, free
of cost.

In behalf of the. Committee, I am your humble servant.

To Colonel 'Wingate.

P. S. You will notify the troops belonging to Neu:_
Hampshire of the above.

38
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BY THE KING.-A PROCLA~IATION

For recalling and prohibiting Seamen from serving foreign
Princes and States; and for granting rewards for dis-
covering such Seamen as shall conceal themselves.

GEORGE R.
Whereas we are informed that great numbers of mariners

and seafarin,g men, our natural.born subjects, are in the
service of divers foreign Princes and States, to the prejudice
of our kingdom: We have, therefore, thought it necessary,
by and with the advice of our Privy Council, to publish
this our Royal Proclamation, and do hereby strictly charge
and command all masters of ships, pilots, mariners, seamen,
shipwrights, and other seafaring men whatever and where-
soever, (being our natural-born slJujects,) who are in the pay
or service of any foreign Prince or State, or do serve in any
foreign ship or vessel, that forthwith they, and every of
them, do, according to their known and bounden duty and
aflegiance, withdraw themselves, depart from, and quit
such foreign services, and return home to their native coun-
tries. And further, we do hereby strictly prohibit and forbid
all masters of ships, pilots, mariners, seamen, shipwrights,
and other seafaring men whatsoever, (being our natural-
born subjects,) from entering, and do charge and command
them, and every of them, from hencefortb, to forbear. to
enter themselves into the payor service of any foreign
Prince or State, or to serve in any foreign ship or vessel
whatsoever, without our special license first had and obtained
in that behalf; to all which we expect due obedience and
exact conformity. And we do hereby publish and declare,
that tbe offenders to the contrary shall not only incur our
just displeasure, but be proceeded against for their contempt
according to the utmost severities of the law. And we do
hereby declare, that if any such masters of ships, pilots,
mariners, seamen, shipwri~hts, or other seafaring men, (being
our ~;uhjects,) shall be taken in any foreign service by the
Turks, Algerines, or any others, they shall not be reclaimed
by us as subjects of Great Britain. And we do hereby
promise and declare, that a reward of two pounds for every
able, and thirty shillings for every ordinary seaman, shaH be
paid any person who shaH discover any seaman or seamen
who may secrete themselves, tbat so such seaman or seamen
shaH be taken for our said service by any of our sea-officers
employed for raising men, on or before the thirty-first day of
December nex t; the said rewards to be paid for any seaman
or seamen so discovered and taken in and about London, by
the principal officel'S and Commissioners of our Navy; and
at the out-ports, by the Naval Officers, (where there are any;)
and where there are no Naval Officers, by the Collectors of
our Cu~toms, immediately upon a certificate being- produced
to the said principal officers and CommissiQriers of our Navy,
N aval Officers, or CoJlectors respectively, by the person who
may make discovery of any seaman or seamen as aforesaid,
certifying his name, and the name or names, and number of
seamen procured in consequence of his discovery; tbe said
certificate to be given by such officer as may take such sea-
man or seamen for our service.

"Given at our Court at St. James's, the eighth day of No-
vember, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six,
in the seventeenth year of his reign.

God save the King!

VAN BIBBER 8<HARRISON TO WILLING AND MORRIS.

St. Eustatia, November 8th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The present tends to inform you we have
received from Captain Samuel Pote the sum of thirteen
hundred and twenty pounds, this currency, which we haye
already appropriated to the service of the State of j"'fary-
land. For this sum we bave given our obligation, with .Mr.
Richard Gennings, merchant of this island, as security, pay-
ahle ten days after demand, with interest of ten per cent.
We have, therefore, to request, as Ca ptain Pote takes pas-
sage in this vessel for Philadelphia, you'll endeavour to take
up this obligation, which otherwise we may find difficult. to
discharge here when demanded.

The termS with him rely on you to maJw, but think you
had better give currency per currency, in specie, together
with interest accruing, than suffer a demand of the money
here. Should yon take up the above obligation, \vhich will
be rendering theStateof Maryland a singular service, please
to ad vise us thereof by first opportunity.

We are,
servants,

gentlemen, with esteem, your most obedient

VAN BIEBER & HARRISON.

Willing 8r Morris, merchants, Philadelphia.To Messrs.

VAN BIBBER lit HARRISON TO THE MARYLAND COUNCIL OF

SAFETY.

St. Eustatia, 8th November, 1776,

GENTLE:"EN: The foregoing is wbat we haye wrote
Messr~. Wzlling 8r Morris relative to the obligations given
Captam Samuel Pote for a sum of money which we had
imminent occasion for, but fearing they will not exert them-
selves in that uusiness unless they have orders from you,
therefore must entreat you on receipt of this to write to and
press then; to take up sai~ obligation, that we are incapaci-
tated to dIscharge, should It be demanded here we beinO' so
largely in advance of the publick already. We flatter ~lIr-
selves, as we have strained every nerve to serve the State on
every occasion, you will pay particular attention to our
request.

'

Time wiII not permit us to enlarge, therefore conclude
with the highest esteem, gentlemen, your most obedjen~
servants.

To the honourable the Council of Safety, State of JUar!!-
land.

'Williamsburg, Virginia, November 8, 1776.

By the last South- CaroNna Gazette, we learn tbat Gen-
eral Howe and the brave Colonel ~Moultrie were just
returned to Charlestown fi'om Georgia, and that there had
been two skirmishes to the soutll\vard, in both of which our
people were successful, but no particulars are mentioned'
that a French sloop, with a valuable cargo of warlike stores;
linens, wines, molasses, &c., were also arrived from ltIarti-
ntCO.

Arrived in York river, the sloop Jane, Booker; schooner
Success, H£ll; and schooner Rambler, Buffington; aJl
from St. Eustatia, with eight hundred casl{s o'f aunpowder
considerable cargoes of salt, cordage, and dry ggods. '

Letters of undoubted credit from 1J;Iart£nique,dated the
27th of July, say, there are now in the Frend Islal1ds
about fifteen thousand troops; that their fortifications are in
tbe best order, and that they only wait for a pretext to break
with Great Britain, which most people there imagine will
soon be found. The French are much pleased with the
Americans becoming an independent people, and highly
extol them for the struggle they are making for their liberties.
Every kind of Continental produce is much wanted in the
French Islands, and bear a high price.

Since the 1st instant, a Spanish ship arrived in Hampton
road; it is said she has come to purchase a cargo of flour, and
has on board six thousand dollars. Advices by tbis ship say,
that the French seem determined to strike some capital blow
against Great Britain in a very short time.

We hear that eight hundred North- Carolina troops are
daily expected at Suffolk, who are on their march to join
tbe Northern Army, near New- York.

A couple of vessels are gone up the Bay with nine hun-
dred barrels of gunpowder each, besides salt and dry goods.

Williamsburg, November 8, 1776.
The Officers of the Second Regiment who are now

recruiting will please to inform me irnme~iately of their suc-
cess, and so soon as their companies are comp1eted, to repair
without loss of time to Williamsburg.

Letters directed to me near Fredericksburg.
ALEX. SPOTSWOOD,

Lieutenant- Colonel of Second Regiment.

'\ViIliamsburg, November 8,1776.

AJI Marines out upon furJough, belonging to my quota, are
desired immediately to repair on board the brjO'IJlusk£to
Captain Harris. Deserted, Jesse Harden, Jos~ph llair~
low, and Thomas JJ.leriman, for apprehending each of whom
I will give three pounds reward.

JACOB VALENTINE.



597 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., NOVEMBER, 1776. 598

ARCIHBALD BUCHANAN TO ~fARYLANDCOUNCIl, OF SAFE'fY.
Baltimore, November 8,1776.

GENTI,EMJcN:I have received only five hundred pounds
towards building gondolas. They are both decked, and now
a calking, and wi1I be ready very soon. You may order
rigging and the materials as soon as you please. I want a
further sum of money, which please to pay to Mr. John
Donelson.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
ARCH'D BUCHANAN.

To the honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.

CUMBERL.~ND DUGAN TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, 8th November, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Your favour of the 6th instant have re-
ceived, desiring of me to be informed what readiness the
schoonel' Ninety- Two's in for sea, &c., of which the bearer,
Captain Kilty, cao informyou particularly; only I have to
say her cargo is all ready to go off. She has been have
down and graved with tallow, bottom, &c., but yet the car-
penters have some little to do to her. How 10IJgit will take
them, Cnptain Kilty will advise you, but I think she will
be all ckar for sea this day week. She has now in some
of your sta ves, twenty hogsheads tobacco, and two IJLlIldred
and twenty barrels Bour; the rest of her Bour I expect to
get in to-mon'ow and the beginning of next week, and then
her bread to fill up. As to a master, I imagine you won't
get your choice of an undoubted good man, without you O"ive
the consignment, which they seem all to hang out for h;re;
but by the time the vessel is loaded, I hope shall be able to
procure a man of merit, and if such applies to you, hope
you'll send him here.

I am informed YOll have some salt vessels arrived to
you, which is an article much wanted here, and the pres-
ent is principally to propose purchasing a cal'O"oof you,
which shall take immediately out of your ve~sel at the
highest price any person will give here, and shall pay on
receipt for the same, or load the vessel for you as you
may order, or shall otherwise receive the salt in my
warehouse, and retail it to tbe publick as you may think
proper to order it; in all which expect to be accountable to
you, and do your business to your. satisfaction, I hope, and
on as low terms as any person in this place. Should be
glad you would please to favour me with a line on this head,
w?ich shall. esteem a favour; and having now nearly done
wIth the Nznety- Two, shall be out of business, and do wish
you would order.me the loading of another of your vessels,
or any other buslOess you may have to do this way; in all
which I hope to act to your satisfaction.

Gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,,

CU~IB'D DUGAN.

the Council of Safety for ~JJfaryland, atTo the honourable
Annapolis.

PRESIDENT OF CON!}RE;SS ':1'0 GENERAL WARD.

Philadelphia, November 8, ]776.

SIR: I do myself the pleasure of forwarding the en-
closed resolve, by which you wi1l be informed that Concrress
in consideration of your keeping the command in the East~
ern Department, have come to the determination to allow
you the pay of a Major-General commandinO" in a separate
department, from the time of your resignatign until a suit-
able person can be appointed in your stead or the matter
shall be otherwise ordered by Concrress. '

. Wisbi~g you all possible healtll and happiness, Tam,
with senllments of esteem, sir, your most obedient and very
humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To Hon. Major-General Ward, Massachusetts-Bay.

BOARD OF WAR TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

War Offiee, November 8th, 1776.

SIR: .Mr. Lewis (a brother Delegate) has given Concrress
information that application had been made to your E~cel-
lency by a Bag from General llowe, to permit Mrs. Watts
and Mrs. B.arrow, the paymaster's wife, to go to their bus-
bands in New- York, and at the same time, requested Con-

.

gress to assist him with their authority to obtain the rc1ease of
his lady, whomthe enemy would not permit to come out.
Tbe House having referred the matter to the Board of War,
we beg,I~ave to represc;nt to your Exce!lency the propriety
of obtaInmg Mrs. Lewls and Mrs. Robwson her dauo-hter,

h
~ ,

0'
with er children, in exchange for Mrs. Watts and Mri<.
Barrow; and if you have not already permitted these ladies
to go into York, or given General Howe a pl'Omise to that
effect, tbat you will make the release of our ladies, if we
may be allowed the expression, a necessary requisite. In-
deed, should yo.u. have complied with General llowe's
request, we submit It to your Excellency whet bel' Mrs. Lewis
and Mrs. Robinson may not be asked for in return. We do
not imagine that you will be refused; but should you, we
must re?u~ to !he unhappy expedient of witbholding jn future
every simIlar mdu]gence to those ladies in our power who
may desire to visit their connexions in tbe Army. '

We are very sorry tbat our enemies have compelled us to
resolve upon ~ny thing which looks like severity, or indeed to
lay any restramt upon the fair sex; but thouah we cannot

approve the practice, we sha1l be obliged to fo1l~w the exam-
ple of bis Britannic7c Majesty's commanders.

We bave the honour to be, with the most perfect esteem
your very obedient servants,

,

BENJ'N HARRISON,

JAMES WILSON,
. EDWARD HUTLEDGE.

Wasltington, &c., &c., Head-His Excellency General
Quarters.
P. S. Should Mrs. Watts and Mrs. Barrow carry in their

baggage, Mrs. Lewis and Mrs, Robinson must have the
same indulgence. Perhaps if the ladies cannot be exchanaed
upon tbe above terms, Mrs. Lewis may be exchanged "'for
Mrs.Kempe. B. H.

J. W.
E.R.

RICHARD PETERS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

War Offiee, Philadelphia, November 8th, 1776,

J:I0NOURABL~GENTL"E;\fEN: General Schuyler is very
d~slro.usof ha~lI1g a~ answ~r to h~s letters respecting tbe
~antlcoke lndwns. rhe S'lXNatwns repeatedly complain
that. those of that nation who were left in Maryland are
detained there, contr:ary to their inclinations. Tbis idea,
though not founded In truth, creates much uneasiness and
is .constant]y held up by the Indians, in their confer~nces
wIth the General.

Co~gresshave beforewritten to your State on the subject
on whIch I have now tbe honour of addressing YOll by order
of the Board of War, but have not been favoured with an
answer, which I ha~e it in ~ommand to request you will
now be pleased to gIve, that It may be transmitted to Gen-
er?l Schuyler, and he may thereby be enabled to satisfy the
mlOds of tbe Indians on this subject.

With the greatest respect, I have the honour to be, your
most obedient humble servant,

.
RICHARD PETERS, Sec'y.

To the honourable Convention, or Council of Safety, Mary-
~n~

.

P. S: The Board have received an ?ccount of prisoners
of war III your State, and would be obliged to you for a list
of the officers of Continental troops raised in your State
their ranks, and dates of commission, and also the numbe;
of privates.

:/tIEETING OF CITIZENS QI,' PHILADELPHIA.

At a meeting of a number of the citizens of Philadelphia
in the PhilosophicalSocietyHall, the 8th ofNovember 1776'
Peter Chevalier Chairman: '

,

Resolved unanimously, That the followinO" Instructions to

the Representati~'es of the City of PhiladelPhia, in Assem-
b~y, be published for ,the consideration of the citizens pre-
VIOUS to a town-meetmg to be held at the State House
the 12th instant, at nine o'clock in the forenoon: '
To GEORGE CI,Y/tIER, JOSEPH PARKER, ROBERT MORRIS,

MICHAEL SHUBERT, JOHN BAYARD, and SAMUEL MOR-
RIS, Jun., E~quil'es:

GENTLEMEN: The late suffrages of your fellow-citizens



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c" NOVEMBER, 1776.

in appointing you to represent the City of Philadelphia in
the ensuing General Assembly of Pennsylvania, is a suffi-
cient proof that we confide in your wisdom and integrity.
We lament that the frame of Government formed by the late
Convention of the State is such that we are obliged to
charge you to use your utmost influence to prevent the
immediate execution of it. We feel, with our fellow-citizens
in every part of the State, the inconveniences of a want of
a regular Government, that shall collect and exert the
strength of the State against our powerful external and
artful internal enemies; but we choose rather to suffer these
inconveniences for a few weeks longer than submit to a
Government which we apprehend is by no means equal to
those purposes, and which destroys the great objects of
equal liberty and free Government, for which alone we
consented to draw the sword in the present contest with
Great Britain.

We require of you, therefore, to propose to the Assembly,
as soon as it is convened, to make such alterations and
amendments in the constitution formed by the late Con-
vention as are necess~ry to render it a safe, rational, and
consistent frame of Government; and we require your
particular attention to the following Instructions relative to
that important business:

First. You will consider well, that all Government is
founded in the weakness and depra\'ity of human nature,
and that the perfection of Government consists in forming
its powers in such a manner as shall most effectually guard
against arbitrary power on tbe one hand and licentiousness
on the' other; and by these means give security to every
individual for his liberty, property, and life,

Secondly. T ou are to consider well the influence of
ancient habits upon the minds of your constituents, and
therefore you are to oppose unnecessary alterations in the
late form of Government of Pennsyft'ania, confining your-
selves chiefly to such innovations as are necessary to abolish
the late regal and proprietary power of the State, and to
place the whole Executive power of the Government in the
hands of the sen.ants of the people.

Tbirdly . You are carefully to adopt such parts of the con-
stitution formed by the late Convention as secure to the
people annua~ elections, suitable division and rotation of
offices, liberty of conscience, freedom of the press, and trial
by juries.

Fourthly. You are to use your endeavour to divide the
supreme legislative power in such a manner as shall produce
wise, just, and well-digested counsels, and thus secure the
State fi'om the influence of hasty, incorrect, passionate and
pr~judiced determinations.

Fifthly. You are to urge the necessity of Judges holding
their commissions during good behaviour, as a regulation
essential to the equal administration of justice.

Sixthly. You will endeavour to form a Government in
such a manner as to leave the people at all times in a situ-
ation adequate to their wants, and by no means encroach
by any arbitrary article in the constitution upon the liberty
of succeedingyears, but aHow the sufIj'agesof the people,
collected in any way they shall think proper, to make such
changes in their constitution and laws as they shall at any
time judge essential to their freedom and happiness. You
will therefore oppose those dangerous and alarming innova-
tions in a free Government, a Council of Censors,and a
Septennial Convention.

Seventhly . You will use your influence to have such tem-
porary ordinances passed as are necessary for the safety and
protection of this State, as well from internal as external
enemies.

Eighthly . You are to remember that the consent of a
majority of the people alone can render a frame of Govern-
ment, as well as laws, valid, and therefore you will propose
that the frame of Government be submitted to the consider-
ation of the people a reasonable time, and after havinO'
collected tbeir opinions in such a manner as shall be most
expedient, you are to alter or confirm the same, asshall be
found necessary. You will then immediately dissolve
YOl1l'selves,having previously issued writs for the election of
Assembly and other officers of Government.

COLONEL 1\10RGAN TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
Fort Pitt, November 8,1776.

SIR: I have the happiness to inform Congress that the
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cloud which threatened to break over this part of tbe coun-
try, appears now to be nearly dispersed. Tbe Sir Nations,
Delawares, 1Uunsies,Mohicans, and Shawanees, who have
beenassembled here to the number of six hundred and lorty-
four, with their prineipal chiefs and warriours, have given the
strpngest assurance of their resolutions to preserve inviolate
the peace and neutrality they have engaged in with tbe
United States. About sixty or seventy families, composed
of most of the different tribes of the Six Nation.~. and a few
of the Lake Indians, but principallyof the Senecas, who
removed from near the mouths of Cross Creeks, on the
Ohio, a few years ago, and are now seated on the heads of
the-Scioto, have been the perpetrators of all the mischief
and murders committed on tbe frontiers of Virginia, since
the last treaty.

The murders which have come to my knowledge are of
two women at the mouth of Fish Creek, (where one boy is
missing,) one man opposite HockhocJcing, where four others
were wounded, and two soldiers, who were killed and
scalped within half a mile of Fort Randolph, at the mouth
of Great Kenawha, all on the banks of the Ohio. Two
days before the last-mentioned happened, the Shawanese
made it their business, as they frequently have done, to in-
form the commanding officer at Kenawlw, that a pSlrtyof
l}llingoes, as these people are generally called, were in the
neighbourhood,wi!h hostileintentions. Before any of these
murders were committed our frontier inhabitants were gen-
erally flown from their farms and evacuated the country for
two hundred miles in extent, except at particular places,
where some of them forted, and proposed to make a stand.
This flight was occasioned by the false alarms we received
in the months of August and September last, respecting the
great assemblies of Indians to attack this post, and of a
general war being inevitable. In order to put a stop to the
conduct of the banditti above-mentioned the Six Nations
have now deputed a princi pal chief and several warriors to go
and removethe wholeof them to the Seneca country; or at
least, to make tliem sensible of their errour, and engage them
to desist. Incase of a refusal, they are to rhreaten them with
a tatal extirpation, as disturbers of the general peace; in
which several chiefs of different nations have assured me they
will unite. Several principal men of the different nations
having accepted the invitation of Congress to visit them,
is a further pmof of the peaceable disposition of their tribes.
The Indians having frequently complained of our surveying
their lands, and having now pointed to a recent instance
thereof in publick council, will give Congress a good oppor-
tunity to convince them of the sincerity of our professions
on that head. For the particulars of every transaction
here, I beg leave to refer to the Commissioners who wait
upon Congress with their report.

GENERAL STEPHEN TO THE BOARD OF WAR.

Trenton, 8th November, 1776.

Enclosed are the receipts for what we have had for the
use of the brigade under my command.

Please to inform the Board that we left sick and conva-
lescent at this place: of the Fourth Battalion, 95; of the
Fifth Battalion, 130; of the Sixth Battalion, 99 ;-3Q4.

I give out that we are on our march to join tbe grand
Army. When we arrive at Brunswick, I will wait on Gen-
eral ~lercer, at Amboy, and if any thing can be done on
Staten-Island I will rejoice at the opportunity.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient, humble
servant,

ADA1\1STEPHEN.

To Secretary Peters, War Office, Philadelphia.

P. S. The brigade are moved to Princeton.

GENERAL MERCER TO THE BOARD OF WAR.
[Read Uth: Referred to the BoItTdofW"RT.]

Perth.Amboy, 8th November, 1776.

SIR: By an express just now arrived, General Greene
informs me that the motions of the enemy discover an inten-
tion of crossing o\'er to the Jersey side. About ten thou-
sand of them appeared yesterday opposite to Dobbs's Ferry.
General Washington has ordered a part of his Army to
cross the river above the enemy. I have ordered the
Virginia troops at Trenton to move on with all possible
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expedition, and shall draw together what force can be spared
from these posts to join our Army at Fort Lee. The dis-
affected inhabitants of Monmouth County, along the shores
of ~Middleton and Shrewsbury, expect daily that the enemy
will make a descent on that part of the coast. They are
forming associations to join the British troops on their
landing. Colonel Thompson, with part of his battalion of
Sussex Militia, marched two days ago to reinforce Colonel
Hendrkkson, who commands the Militia of Jtlonmouth,
with orders to secure such persons as were openly inim-
ical, and to drive off all the stock fit for use.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient servant,
HUGH MERCER.

To Honourable John Hancock, Esq.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FRmf AN OFFICER AT MOUYr W ASH-

INGTON, TO A GENTLEMAN IN PHILADELPHIA.

Mount Washington, York Island, November 8, 1776. ~
Friday night, 10 o'clock. S

This day a few of the common soldiers of the Third and
Fiflh Pennsylvania battalions gave rise to a little skirmish,
which, though trifling in itself, yet I cannot ~elp r~lating, as
it serves to point out some of the effects of dlsclplme.

The scene of this little rencountre lay on an eminence
between the termination of ltlount Washington and King's
Bridcre, ina transverse line with, and under the full com-
mand of a height in possession of our Hessian enemy.
Near the summit of this eminence, and facing some of our
works, is a large rock or natural breastwork, where a small
body of their men were posted. Two of our people had
the boldness to advance up this hill, without the least cover,
in order, as tbey said, to have a fairer shot at those planted
behind the rocky barrier. These sustained the musketry of
the Hessians and the fire of a field-piece from the neigh-
bourinO" heiO"ht. Some more of our men came Up to their

o 0

assistance. The fire upon the breastwork was now redou-
bled, and poured in upon their enemies in such a close and
well-managed succession as entirely silenced them.

The Hessian main guard, who were posted about four
hundred yards from this place, seeing th~ da~ger of t~eir
sentries turned out and marched to their reltef. I tbmk
there w~s about fifty of the enemy in motion. Our little
body was now augmented to between fifteen and twenty.
They were now at but a very small distance from the rocky
breastwork, when perceiving the route of the Hessians, they
saw that they must either give up the ground they had
gained, or intimidate the approaching enemy. At th!s crit-
ical juncture I could see tbe brave fellows form with the
utmost reO"ularity and order; and then, as if under tbe com-
mand of dJe best officer, arrange into three divisions. The
spectators on both ~ides, as if .by .mutual ~greement, seemed
willin" to trust the Issue of tl1IShttle affair to those already
in tbeOfield and in motion.

Two of our divisions immediately began a circuit round
the bend of the hill, in order, as was supposed, to get on
the rear of the enemy at the rocks, and opposite the main
guard, who were coming on, whilst the centre division ad-
vanced towards the rock, keeping up all the while a regular
fire. This little piece of instinctive, or rather mechanical
generalsbip, had a most beautiful effect. The sentries, aware
of their danger, precipitately retreated, carrying offwith them
two killed or wounded. Our men took possession of their
post, burned their huts, and secured a rifle-gun, a musket,
and blanket, which I suppose belonged to those who were
carried off. Upon gaining the contested ground, they gave
three cheers for the Congress, which was returned by their
flanking parties, and replied to by a discharge from the Hes-
sian artillery. The divisions now united, and seemed, not-
withstanding their enemy's field-pieces and superiour force
which was advancing against them, resolved on defending the
height tbey had so martially obtained. For this purpose we
could see them dispose themselves along a railed fence that
commanded the road by which the Hessian guard must pass
before they could make an advantageous attack. They were
now reinforced with a few stragglers from other regiments.
Their fire was so very well directed and judiciously man-
alYed as to keep the Hessians at bay; and at length forced
them to take shelter in an orchard nearJy opposite to our
little line of adventurers.. They held their ground till night,
and then came off in good order, and with only one man

wounded, a Sergeant Wright of the Third Pennsylvania
Regiment. He received a ball in advancing to the rocky
breastwork.

I hava been the more particular in the detail of this little
aft'lir, as it serves to show, in some measure, tbe force and
advantage of good discipline. Here a few men out of the
Tbird and Fifth Pennsylvania battalions, wbich are remark-
able for their discipline, without any preconcerted plan,
met together by cbance, and without a leader to direct them,
exhibited an epitome of generalship that would not have
dishonoured even Hannibal or Scipio. Examples of this
kind show more than any thing else the importance and
necessity of early and late inculcating the strictest forms of
discipline. It is by no means improbable that the beauty
and order of most of the animal motions arise from repeti-
tion. This, particularly in the soldiery, begets habits which
are often preferable to the greatest courage.

November 9th.-Hitherto the achievements of our little
Army on York Island have been extremely fortunate. The
genius that presides here seems to be of the enterprising
kind. Last campaign it was thought. matter of great hardi-
hood and praise to burn the enemy's guard-house at Rox-
bury, on Boston Neck, and a few houses in ChfJrlestown,
under cover of the night. But here such exploits are con-
ducted in open day.

.

This morning we found the enemy once more in posses-
sion of the rock from whence we had routed them yesterday.
About eight men, under the command of Colonel Penrose,
of Philadelphia, and Major Hubley, (lately an officer to the
northward,) resolved to dislodge them a second time. As
themen were in high spirits, and the barn and dweUing-
house which the guard occupied at but a small distance, the
Colonel proposed storming them. We soon regained the
rock, and, with surprising rapidity, the houses, notwithstand-
.jng an incessant fire from their artillery, main guard, and a
small redoubt in an orchard a{ljoiningthe guard that com-
manded the road. The Hessians were soon obliged to
abandon their posts. We killed on the spot about ten, the
rest either escaped or were burned in the houses, whic,h
some of our men, without order, immediately fired.

It is something remarkable that on our side we had only
one man wounded. Perhaps the sally was so unexpected
as to have entirely disconcerted and confused them. No
men ever behaved more resolutely or brave]y than ours.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE BOARD OF WAR.

White-Plains, November 8,1776.

GENTLEMEN: I have been favoured with yours of the
31!;t ultimo, by Monsieur Laytamai, and must take the
liberty of referring you to my former letters upon the subject
of providing for the French gentlemen who shall incline to
enter the service of the States,. To me there appears that
one of two modes must be adopted: they must either be
appointed to places in some of the regiments, or formed into
a distinct corps. The former was advised as the most eli-
gible in respect to the gentlemen who were here before. It
requires time to form an accurate opinion of the merits of an
officer, and the present situation of the Army will not allow
me to pay a particular attention to Monsieur Laytamai, or
such notice as he may wish to receive, or I to give; nor is
there any way of making his stay here agreeable.

I have the h.onour to be, with great esteem~ gentlemen,
your most obedient servant,

Go. W AS1IINGTON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL GREENE.

Head-Quarters, November 8th, 1776.

SIR: The late passage of the three vessels up the North
River (which we have just received advice of) is so plain a
proof of the inefficacy of all the obstructions we have thrown
into it, that I cannot but think it will fully justify a chancre
in the disposition which has been made. If we cannot pr~-
vent vessels passing up, and the enemy are possessed of the'
surrounding co~mtry, what valuable purpose can it answer
to attempt to hold a post from which tbe expected benefit
cannot be had? I am therefore inclined to think it will not
be prudent to hazard the men and stores at A/ount TYash-
ingtan; but as you are on the spot; leave it to you to give
such orders as \0 evacuating Jtlount Washington as you'
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judge best, and s~ far revoking the order given Colonel
Magaw to defend It to the last.

The best accounts obtained from the enemy assure us of
a considerable movement among their boats last evening;
and so far as can be collected from the various SOlm?esof

.

intelliIYence, tbey must design a penetration into Jersey, and
fall d;wn upon your post. You will therefore immediately
have all the stores, &c., removed, which you do not deem
necessary for your defence; and as the enemy ha\'e drawn
great relief from the forage and provisions they have found
in the country, and which our tenderness spared, you will
do well to prevent their receiving any fresh supplies there,
by destroying it, if the inhabitants will not drive off their
stock, and remove the hay, grain, &c., in time. Experience
has shown that a contrary conduct is not of the least advan-
tage to tbe poor inhabitants, from whom all their effects of
every kind are taken, without distinction and without the
least satisfaction.

Troops are filing off /i'om hence as fast as our circum-
stances and situation will admit, in order to be transported
over the river with all expedition.

I am, sir, your obedient, humble servant,
Go. WASHINGTON.

To Major-General Greene.
P. S. I need not suggest to yon the necessity of giving

G~neral Jfercer early infQl'tnation of all circul1Jstances, in
order that he may move up to.your relief with what troops
he has.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN VIRGINIA, DATED

HEAD-QUARTERS, WHITE-PLAINS, NOVEMBER 8, 1776.

We have certain information that the el1cmy are retreat-
incr towards King's Bridge; in consequence of which OUl'
G~neral has sent out strong parties to harass their rear. He
has acquired great honour in baffling the schemes of Gen-
eral Howe, who is mo.stcertainly disappointed in his grand
plan of surrounding our AI'my. He has been employed in
this business since the 17th of last mOnth, and has now
pushed off without having benefited his cause in the smallest
decrree. His Army have marked their march and retreat
with every act of rapine and desolation, not confining their
depredations to the Wbigs, for the Tories have equally suf-
ferred with them. It is alleged tbat it is not in General
Howe's power to restrain the Hessians and other foreigners
in his Army, it being of too much consequence to offend
them for trifles.

ROBERT BOYD TO MATTHEW CANTINE.

New-Windsor, November 8th, 1776,

SIR: I am requested by the Committee of our County to
solicit the members thereof now representing it in the Con-
vention of the State, to have the matter determined relative
to the members of the Precinct Committee being subject to
military duty. As there is some uneasiness prevailing in
the County, I beg you will use your endeavours to have the
matter fixed in absolute terms, so that it may be clearly
un,derstood whether Committees are subject to the command
of military or militia officers. .

I further request that you will endeavour to have the
matter determined what is to be done concerning recruits
who neglect to attend County Committees, after due notice
given them.

Sir, your compliance will much oblige your constituents,
also save trouble to your humble servant,

ROBERT BOYD, Jun.

To ~[atthew Cantine, Esq., one of the members for Ul~ter,
in Convention, New- York.

JOHN THOMAS TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Fishkill, November 8, 1776.

Sm: The beginning of June last, when in New- York, I
purchased a quantity of tea and sent it up to Esopus, in
Ulster County, for safety. A few days ago I went up to
fetch the tea, intending to carry it to Conntcticnt, the lJlace
where I live, and found that one Lox of it had beep opened
by persons unknown, and that the remaining part was in the
custody of the Committee. I applied t.o tllCm for it, which
they refused delivering me, until 1 could get an order from
the Convention of this State. I therefore beg the Cavour of

. .

the honourable Convention to give such directions to the
Committee that I may receive my property again, which
I humbly conceive I am justly entitled to.

I am, sir, your obedient servant, JOHNTao}[As.
To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., President of Convention.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO NJ;:W-YORK CONVENTION.

Albany, November 8th, 1776.

SIR: Mr. Livingston's furnace not being in blast, has dis-
appointed me in getting stoves from thence. That at S(I,lis-
bury is employedin castingcannon, and I am informedtliat
there is a furnace in the Highlands, where they may be
procllred. Permit me to beg the favour of you to get the
owner to cast fifty of the largest size in common use; they
are to have pipes fixed on them. I wish them to have them
done as soon as possible, and sent to this place. I shall
immediqtely order payment on receiving the account.

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient, humble servant,
PHILIP SCHUYLER.

The honourable President of the Convention of the State of
New-York.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHII'iGTON.
.

Albany, November 8, 1776.

DEAR SIR: J have the honour to inform your Excellency
that General Gates has advised me of the retreat of the
British tl'OOpS from Crown-Point. The last of them left
Crown-Point on Monday morning. Sir John Johnson is
returned with them.

I am, most respectfully, your Excellency's most obedient,
humble servant, P SH. CHUYLER.

His Excellency General Washington.
Be so good as to forward this account to Congress, as I

have not time to write, this going by the Convention post.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GE~ERAL GATES.

Albany, November 8, 1776,

DEAR SIR: I am just favoured with your letter of the 5th
instant, advising me of the departure of the British troops
from Crown-Point, an event that win give great p]easure
to the country. General 1'Va$hington continues securely
posted on the beights, near the White-Plains. Nothing
material has lately bappened there, except that the enemy's
ships sustained considerable damage in their attack on Fort
Washington.

Accounts from Boston say that a vessel is arrived there,
the master of which declares that war is proclaimed by the
French against England. He goes so far as to say that he
had himself read tbe declaration. A prisoner and deserters
from the British Army near the WAite-Plains say that such
a report prevailed with them.

As the Militia are now coming away, there will not be a
person left to assist in conveying the boards, &c" to you
from Cheshire' s. You must therefore send men to Skenes-
borough and Cheshire's. Flour is getting on very fast, and
I hope in a few days to send you more nails.

Pray cause the lake, from tbe redoubt to Mount Indepen-
dence, to be sounded, and an tbe different depths marked
down on a line, of the distance between the two.

In ten days we shall have barracks at Saratoga for a
thonsand men.

I am, dear General, with every friendly wish, yours most
sincerel y

P S' H. CHUYLER.
The Honourable General Gates.

GENERAL SCHuyLER TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Albany, November 8th, 1776.

SIR: I have the honour to advise you that General Carle-
ton with his whole Army is retreated to Canada. The
last of his troops left Crown-Point at ten o'clock on j}lon-
day morning. Sir John Johnson returned with him.. I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,

PH. SCHUYLER.

Honourable President of the Convention of the State of
New-York.
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MAT'rHEW VISCHER 1'0 NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Albany, November 8th, 1776.

DEAR S,R: Yesterday we had accounts from Colonel
Ten Broeck that Barent Roseboom, with fifteen of our Albany
Mi]itia, had been to Crown-P01~ilt, where they found some
horses and cattle, which have been brought, into our camp.
Just now Major Stewart arrived, who brings accounts that
the enemy have entirely evacuated Crown-Point, and are
returned to Canada, telling the inhabitants at that place
they would return early in the spring, when they would give
our Army hot work. Nothing Ii'omthe westward but peace.
Messrs. Gansevoort, Lush, Dr. Young, and myself, are
appointed a Committee to correspond with the Conven-
tion. Mrs. Yates and the family is well.

Yours sincerely, l\Ir UlUATTHEW \' ISCHER.

To Mr. Yates.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 15.]

Albany, November 8th, 1776.

SIR: Before this comes to hand you will probably be
informed that the enemy have retreated from Crown-Point
into Canada, an event of which General Gates advised me
by the bearer hereof, Major Steward. I have ordered such
of the Militia to be dismissed as still remain to the north-
ward and westward.

Messrs. Stock(on and Clymer are expected here to-day.
I shall communicate to those gentlemen what I think neces-
sary to be done in this department in the course of the
winter.

I have been disappointed in procuring stoves fOl"the
barracks at Mr. Livingston's iron works, which are not in
blast. Il is hardly possible to do without them, and I shall
therefore send to some other place; but as I cannot procure
sheet-iron for the pipes, I wish to have one hundred and
fifty sheets expedited to me the soonest possible.

I am, sir, with great respect and esteem, your most obe-
dient, humble servant,

P SH. CHUYLER.

LEONARD GANSEVOORT TO PIERRE VAN CORTLANDT.

Albany, 8th November, 1776,

SIR: I am directed by the Committee of the City and
County of Albany to acknowledge the receipt of the resolve
of your House by express.

By Major Walter Stuart, Aid-de-Camp to General Gates,
who just now arrived from Ticonderoga, we learn that the
enemy ha ve entirely evacuated Crown-Point, and are re-
turned to Canada, telling the inhabitants that the season
was too far advanced this year, but that early in the spring
they would return and give them (meaning our Army) hot
work.

We have received nothing from the westward, but that
every thing was peace in that quarter.

I am, most respectfully, your very humble servant,
LEONARD GANSEVOORT.

To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq.

MORGAN LEWIS TO GENERAL GATES.

Albany, November 8,1776.

HONOURKDSm: Immediately upon my arrival here I
was informed by General Schuyler that the reason of my
'being sent for was in order that I might perform the duties
of my department, he being determined to act in the Quar-
termaster line no longer; so that I imarrine I shall be de-
tained altogether at this place. I have d~ljvered the General
your memoranda of the articles wanted at Ty. He informs
me he has wrote for them some time since, and wiJl for-
ward them as soon as they arrive. When at Slcenesborouglt
I gave all necessary orders relative to the procuring proven-
der for the cattle, and hope ere this they have been complied
with; although I confess I cannot put so gt'eat a confidence
in the present commanding officer there, as I at first ima-
gined.

By express from New- York we learn that our Army and
the enemy have had many skirmishes lately ,in most of which
we have proved successful. That Head-Quarters is at

North-Castle, the two Armies in view, each endeavouring
to out-flank the other, and a general action su pposed to be
unavoidable. General Burgoyne is confidently asserted to
be at New- York, and if there is any faith in Dutchmen,
which I greatly doubt, Sir John Johnson is near the 1Uohock
rountry.

Permit me now, sir, to congratulate you on the arrival of
that happy period to which we have all looked forward with
the most anxious expectation: France has declared war with
Britain. General Schuyler last night t'eceived information
from Head-Quarters at ~Vew- York, that a vessel had arrived
at Boston, from one of the French islands, bringing the intel-
ligence; and what induces me to believe it true is, tbat a
deserter who came from the enemy says they had received
the like information. God grant that this may divert the
arms of Britain to another quarter, is tbe sincere wish of,
sir, your ever affectionate and obedient humble servant,

MORGANLEWIS.
General Gates.

BERNARD ROMANS TO GENERAL GATES.

Skene's Borough, November 8,1776.

HONOUREDSIR: Agreeable to the instructions you Were
pleased to honour me with, I have repaired to this place,
and also to Fort Anne, or Cheshire's, where I have viewed,
and, as well as the shortness of time and the want of
instruments would allow, sun'eyed the works already done
at both places, the result of which please to accept in the
following report:

At Skeenesborough the spot pitched upon appears to be
the best place on the west side of the river, or, indeed, any
where at aJl for the protection of the mills, which I take to
be in no small danger, should the enemy ever attempt to
destroy them. But tbe thing called a fort, baffles all de-
scription: It is an irregular polygon; irregular indeed; and
by its form, indefensible. with a vengeance. Add to this
that it occupies so much ground as to r-equire at least three
hundred men to defend it in every part, to which material
defect the stupidity of its plan adds not a little; lIor could
a body of men hold out in it for want of water-a well, I
fear, being unattainable within the stockado. The plan will
exactly acquaint you with its size and shape. The palisa-
does are bad; many are slabs, as are all the fraizes. The
gate is only three inches thick, of white pine. The bar-
racks forty-five foot by twenty, and of the foolish structure
called a story and a half. On the subject of the two last
al'ticles, I have told tbe commanding officers what I now
inform you of. To the first, he seems to believe that tbe gate
is thick enough; my last remark he was sensible of, but
the carpenters must go home, and the late season will not
admit of a more extensive building. The pricked lines on
the same plan will show you my opinion holV tbis piece
of ground might bave been occupied to some advantag-e.
Colonel Wynkoop seems, however, to think much of a
vigorous defence he could (with fifty men) make in the
present fort; and on the whole, that gentleman seems very
averse to have any more work done here.

The stone house on tbe east side appears to me calculated
to become a great nuisance in tbe hands of a partisan, who
might slily corne here; therefore I think it necessary to be
dismantled, or if not, I would recommend the blocking up
of its doors and windows. The small building joining,
affords one good flanker already, and if it was stockadoed
on its soutb side, as my pricked line, and part of the roof
on the north side prepared to remain as a blind towards the.
hill, while the remaining part be ready to take down in
case of attack: thus altered, this small work, in the bands
of sixty or eighty men, (notwithstanding its vicinity to the
hill,) might make an obstinate defence against a very furious
assault, especially if tbe garrison be conducted by an officer
who is acquainted with the methods of defence in such posts,
the more so as one or two ligbt cannon might be employed
to advantage in it, and as it appears to stand 00 a spot
where a well might be obtained.

The work at Cheshire's is good, substantial, and well
contrived, but its flankers ill executed. Enclosed is its plan.
The dotted lines denote how I thought of altering it; but
as I had no orders, could give no positive direction about it.
The simple line will show holV it was intended to be en-
larged, but, in my opinion, such enlargement would be -folly,
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as it is now of sufficient extent for.two hundred men. Who-
ever built the works at the mill at Cheshire's was either
well guided by chance, or had very clear ideas of the de-
fence of a piece of ground, joined to an exce1lent coup
d'oeil, but the woods must be cleared around it, without
which the mil] is in danger, in spite of the block-house.
The officer at this last place has only seventeen met) fit for
duty-a number scarce enough to work the mill. I think
that with about thirty men I could undertake its defence.
against five hundred small-arms, wll.ileprovision lasted. It
has an inexhaustible supply of water. A plan would afford
very imperfect ideas of it. I will, therefore, furnish you a
perspective of it, in case I return there. The mill seems to
me to have some sma1ldefect in its construction; it cuts,
however, many plank. When I was there, I saw from
twenty-two hundred to twenty-four hundred good bQards
at it, but Mr. Yates tells me he cannot send them down
for want of men and boats. I have not had an oppor-
tunity of seeing the returns here, but it does not appear to
me that there is much above fifty-a number very incompe-
tent to do the necessary duty of the place; if, therefore,
you choose to bave any thing more done, it will be requisite
that at least two well-conducted companies be sent to this
place.

I beg your excusing the roughness of th.e dralJgI~ts. I
could not execute them better for want of time and Il1stru-
ments.

I wait your orders, to which I sha1l pay the utmost defer-
ence in their execution.

I remain, with all possible
most obedient servant,

esteem, honoured sir, your

B. ROMANS.

To General Gates.

GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Ticonderoga, No",ember 8th, 1776.

DEARSIR: The vessels and a number of batteaus were
sent about a fortnight 'ago to Skeensborough, as you de-
sired; but an insignificant qua:ntityof flour has been received
from that post, and nothing lately from Fort George.
Major Livingston, who arrived here yesterday from tbat
place, does not give me tbe most promising hopes of a sup-
ply that way. Our demands being great, and the means
in our power here ve~ small, I entreat you wi1lexert your
utmost authority to provide us witb a sufficiency of flour.

When Colonel Trumbull left this camp, he told me he
then had a very large sum of money in hand, and promised
he would immediately send one hundred thousand dolJars
for the recruiting service. This happened about one month
ago; and, to my astonishment, he now writes to his assist-
ant here, that his cash it mostly paid off! Unless I be
immediately supplied with the double of that sum, the indis-
pensable recruiting of this Army for the' defence of these
posts during next winter, wiU be utterly defeated, notwith-
standing all the pains and generous exertions of Congress
for its accomplishment. The arrears of aU the regiments,
and the ration money so long due, must now all be cleared
off; hence you may easily judge of the demand.

The proceedings of the Court- Martial on Colonel Donald
Campbell were sent by him and sealed up, to General
Washington, for his opinion, but I have not received it as
yet.

There was not, on Tuesday, the least sign of an enemy
forty miles below Crown-Point; and the inhabitants who
daily come here from down the lake, besides several other
circumstances, give reason to believe the enemy have, in
good earnest, retired into winter quarters, but I will remit
nothing of my vigilance.

I sent yesterday a barge to Isle-aux-Noi.r:, with Lieuten-
ant Evans and a Frenchman, who has a family in Canada.
I expect the retUrn of the barge will favour me with good
intelligence, which I shall communicate to you as speedily
as possible.
To the Hon. Major-General Schuyler.

New-London, Novem1Jer 8, 1776.

Some time ago, one Samuel Glover, a notorious offender,
was taken at lUastick, on Long-Island, and is committed to
jail in this town. The following papers were found with
him: .

This is to certify that Ensign Samuel Glover is authorized
to inlist men to join my company, to complete a battalion
in his Majesty's service, for the defence of the liberty of
America.

Given under my hand, at Brook-Haven, this :2:2d day of
September, 1776. JACOBSMITH.

Brook-Haven, October 18, 1776.

SIR: In consequence of instmctions I have just r{'ceived
from Head-Quarters, you are forthwith to impress wagons
and horses fix his Majesty's service. The number is unlim-
ited; therefore do not stint the cause. If you can't get a
sufficient number of wagons, teams will answer, a driver
for every team, which you will send without loss of time
to White-Stone, near Flushing.

I beg, sir, you will exert yourself upon this occasion, and
do not omit one moment, as it seems to be critical.

J A COB SMITH,

Captain in the first Company in first Battalion,
Brigadier-General Delancey's Brigade.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO THE MARINE COMMITTEE.

Providence, November 8th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Mr. Earle, the master of the Alfred, has
applied for leave to corne to Philadelphia to see his family;
and as he has done his duty since in the service as a good
officer, have given him leave to come to you and take your
further directions.

Captain Field, in the Eagle, has made a complaint to me
against Captain Jones, for taking out some of his hands. I
have inquired so far as to findthat Captain Jones met the
privateer a coming in from a cruise, and on sending on board
found two men belonging to the fleet, and two more belong-
ing to the Rhode-Island brigade, all four of whom he took
out, and I believe some more, which can't be well accounted
for any other way than Captain Jones knew that the priva-
teers made a constant practice of carrying away the men
belonging to the fleet, thought it would put some stop to
that practice, and not be any damage to the owners, as she
was coming in from a cruise. I can't but believe that
Captain Jones did as he thought best for the good of the
publick, and I confess I shall be glad if it lpeets your appro-
bation.

I hear that the Cabot has been in at Cape Ann, and
expect her in to New-London in a few days; if so, shall try
to get her fit to join in the expedition.

I am, gentlemen, with great respect, your rnost obedient
humble servant, ESEK HOPKINS.

To the Honourable John Hanc()c7c, Esq., President of the
honourable Marine Committee at Philadelphia.

COIDIODORE HOPKINS TO CAPTAIN HINMAN.

Providence, November 8th, 1776.

SIR: I received yours of the :2d instant, an\1 congratulate
you on your success. And now to let you know that I have
received orders from the Marine Committee to proceed on an
expedition in which the Cabot is to be employed. Should
you be arrived at New-London, I desire you will get the
Cabot graved and fitted for sea as soon as possible with foul'
months' provisions on board. I have a Captain's commission
from the Marine Committee, appointing YOllCaptain of the
Alfred, but as she is out at present, shall continue you on
board the Cabot or on board the Columbus. Should be
glad to see or hear from you as soon as possible. I desire
you will on your arrival let my negro man Lo'UShiJ" come
home, and send Surrinam TVanton with him, as I have
bou<rht him at vendue.

tam, sir, your humble servant, ESEK HOPKINS.

To Elisha Hinman, Esq., Commander of the Brigantine
Cabot, at New-London.

cmDIODoRE HOPKINS TO WILLIAM ELLERY.

Providence, November 8th, 1776.

SIR: There was a negro man 'on board the Andrew
Doria named Dragon .Wanton, which I ha\'e purchased.
Should be extremely glad if you will take the trouble to
take some charge of him, and either send him to me, or see
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30 Novem'r, 1776.

M£s SEIGN£URR:Nous a\'OOSI'hoooeur de vous expedier _

ce jour Ie navire Ie Sally, cornman de par Capitaine Rawlins,
charge de plomb, poudre, fusils neufs du dernier modelle
d'infanterie de France a. I'epreuve, pIa tines a. doubles
brides, taus du rTH~mecalibres et proportions, tel que I'on
les fournit au Roi, les ayant tire de ses manufactures; ses
armes sont munis de leurs bayonettes, avec leurs fouraux de
cuire, baguettes d'acier et Un tirboLlr et tirballe. C'est de ce
modelle que nous vous fournirons les quinze mil demande
par notre contract. V ous trouverez aussi de benes platines
pareillea. ceux des fusils,bien fioies et perfectionnes. J'yai
joint des aigui1les it voilles et ordinaire avec quelques balles
de differentes especes de toilles; nous prions Ie Seigoeu,r que
cela vous arrive heureusement, esperant que vous sereZ sat-
isfaits de ]a qualite des marchaodises et munitions ainsi
que des prix que DOUSvous passons au meilleur compte pos-
sible, persuade qu'i] n'en parviendra pas au Cootinent de
meilleure qualite et it meilleur compte a moins qu'el}es
soyent fournies par _notre maison.

Nous sommes IoujOurS a. l'attente de vos navires, et nous
nous referrons aux demandes de nos premieres leUres, espe-
rant que l'interest que nous prennons pour Ie bien de votre
nation, nous meritera de plus en plus votre confiance. Nous
sommes informe que vous avez de capitaux dans plusieurs
places d' Europe. Nous vous prions de vouloir bien avail'
egard aux expeditions que nous devons vous faire, ayant
les munitions et autres effets en magasin depuis six mois,
que ce monte a un somme de 30 it 40 millivres sterling de
laquel1e nous en avons rec;us a peine six.

Vos maisons it Cadi:z qui ant des fonds considerables a.
vous, n'en ont pas encore rendu compte it M. Schweig-
houser. Rien arrive a.Nante$ depuis six mois, qu'un de vas
navires charge de grains a l'adresse de Monsieur Schweig-
hauser. Voici Ie terns ban pour vaSexpeditions, oous espe-
rons en recevoir pendant celle hyver, nous ferons tout ce
qui dependra de nons pour expedier vas capitaines aussitot
arrive.

Monsieur Ie ChevaJier de Vrakourt, Ingenieur et Officier
d' Artillerie, que j'ai deja eu l'honneur de vous annoncer,
aura ce]ui dfl se presenter chez vous et vous offi'ir ses ser-
vices. I] em porte avec lui tous les instruments et livres neces-
saires it son etat. Nous n'avons fait aucune condition ensem
b]e: ce n'est qu'apres qu'i] aura fait connoitre son merite et
ses talents pour]a guerre qu'il espere meriter vas faveurs.
II a fait toute ]a derniere guerre, s'est toujours distingue dans
toutes ]es operations, j] en a meme des certificats avec Iui,
il a servi it l'armee comme Capitaine du genie et de l'artil-
lerie, et est munis de tous ses brevets et commission. C'est
un tres bon gentilhomme de tres grand noblesse dans Ie
Luxembourg; M. son pere etoit M. Ie Comte de Vraicourt,
Directeur Geoeral du genie; ce n'est qu'en ces considera-
tions que je l'ai determine de passer au service de la Iiberte,
qu'il eotreprend avec plaisir. Je me ferai toujours un devoir,
Mes Seigneurs, 10rsqu'iI me Sera possible de vous procurer
un pal'eille sujet.

On vient de nous annoncer, que la 110tte Espagnol a fait
voile Ie 13 avec ~o mil hommes de troupes, \'on ignore sa

fLIARN£, PEN£T, & co. TO THE S£CRET COMMITT£E. destination; 1'0n dit aussUe Roi de Portugal est mort. La
Nantes, Ie 9 NoveD1'r,1776. France vient d'expedier une petite flotte pour les Colonies

MES S£IGNEURS; C'est pour avail' l'honneur de vous Franfaises, laquellevousviendl'atavantageusepour Iesbat-
assurer de mes respects, et ce\ui de vous pre-venirque j'ecris timents que vous expedie~, charge de denrees dans nos
a. Monsieur Ie Docteur Franklin, et ]e prie de vouloir bien Isles. Cette tIotte empechera les fregattes Anglaises d'ap-
vous communiqueI' ma lettre, tant pour les trois passagers pracher de si pres de nos cotes. On 1\nnonce aussi dans Ie
qui ont desire passer au Continent, que pour mes operations moment qu'un navire Americain sortant de la riviere de
particulieret oouvellesde 'France. Bordeaux, fut pris par un Anglais. Ce navire etoit (it ce

Le Capitaine Rawlens ne partira qu'it la fin de Novem- que I'on dit) charge de draps et autres marchandisesseches
bre. Nous Ie retenons dans l'esperance de recevoir encore pour aux environs de 20 mil livres sterling. II en est arrive
quelques fondsafio de ]ui donnerun plus fort chargement. en meme tems deux autres, I'un venant de la Caroline,
Nous nO\ISrecommandons toujours a. vos favcurs et aux de- charge de riz et indigo, l'autre venant des epviroos de
mandes de nos lettre premiere, esperons que vous ferez Boston. La plupart des navires Americains viennent a.
enlever cette hyver au moins les objets que nolis avons con- Bordeaux, c'est cependant Ie plus mauvais port de Fl'ance,
tracte avec VOlIS,Mes Seigneurs, et que nous a\'ons it votre tant pour les risques a courir pour l'entree que pour ceux
disposition, dans nos magasins depuis bien du terns. d'etre vendue, par quantite de maisons Anglaises et lrland-

En cas que lVI.Ie Docteur Franklin ne filt a Philadel- aises, qui y sont etablies. Ces persollnes ne s'occuperont
phia, nous vous prions de retirer sa lettre que j'ai l'honncur qu'a rendre compte chaque foisqu'il arrive un de vos navires.
de lui ecrire, et d'en prendre connoissance. Vous trouverez Vous verrez, Mes Seigneurs, que yous perderez quantite de
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that he is employed in the service with Captain Biddle, or
any other way, as you may think fit.

My brother showed me a letter of yours, in which it seems
I was roughly handled in Congress. It is true that I ~p-
plied to the Committee for blankets for slops in the slups,
but how they came by them J am altogether ignorant; how-
ever I am extremely obliged to you for supporting me.

We have no news here, nor nothing extraordinary , except
that the privateers have great luck, and getting money fast.
I wish they may not carry it so far as to be any ways detri-
mental.

I am, with great respect, sir, your friend and humble ser-
vant,

ESEK HOPKINS.

To the Honourable William Ellery, Esq., one of the mem-
bers of the honourable Continental Congress at Phila-
delp/~ia.

ESCAPE OF ABRAHAM HAlT FROM SPRINGFI£LD JAIL.

Made his escape from the County jail in Springfield, in
the State of the Massach!tsetts~Bay, in tge night after the 8th
instant, Abraham Hait, who was sent by the Committee of
New- York to be confinedin said jail for treasonableprac-
tices against the American States. He is about thirty years
of age, five feet ten inches high, of a light complexion, wore
away a blue coat and leather breeches. He says he belongs
to New-Castle,in the State of New- York; also JohnPick-
ering, who was sent by said CQmmittee to Worcester jail,
and was taken sick in Springfield. Whoever wi\1 take
up and return them to said jail shall receive five dollars
reward. THOMAS ST£BBINS,

Chairman of said Committee.
o

Springfield, November 8, 1776.

SILAS DEANE TO THE SECRET COMMiTTEE.

Paris, 9th November, 1776.

G£NTu;~mN: [have wrote you often and particularly of
affairs here. The want of intelligence retards every thing.
As I have not a word fromyou since the 6th of June last,
I am welI-nigh distracted.

That I may not omit any chance.of sending to you, I write
this, though I have long and minute letters by me waiting
the departure of Monsieur General Du Coudray and his
train, who, had I been properly and in season instruct~d,
would before this have been with you; at present I have put
much to the hazard to effect what I have.

Enclosed you have my thoughts on naval operations; and
I pray you send me some blank commissions, which will
enable me to fit out privateers from hence without any charge
to you.

A war appears at hand, and will probably be general.
All Europe have their eyes on the States of Ameru:a, and
are astonished to find month after month rolling away with-
out your applying to them in form. I hope such application
is on its way: nothing else is wanting to effect your utmost
wishes.

I am, with compliments
honourable Congress, &c.,

to friends, and respect to the

SILAS DEAN£.

cy-joint Ie discour du Roi au Parlement et aux Communes,
]equel nous est arrive aujolJrd'hui de I,ondres.

Nous avans l'honneur d'etre, Mes Seigneurs, avec un pro-
fond respect.
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navires dans ce port. Je suis meme surpris que ce soit une
maison Ju(f-Irlandaises qui soit dans cette ville a]a tete
de vos operations ]es plus secrettes: c'est la maison Delaps,
qui recevoit toutes les expeditions du Continent. On m'a dit
que cette maison a rel,;u des ordres en consequence du
Congres et de votre envoye en France, qui a toute confiance
en eux. Je desirp., Mes Seigneurs, que vous ayez taus
lieux d't~tre satisfait d'eux, mais j'ose vous dire que ce n'est
pas ce que ]a pub]ique pense. Avant qu'il ayt rel,;L1de
vos battiments il passoit pour Ie plus grand royaliste qu'iI y
ayt en France.

Nous avons it Bordeaux notre maison, Messrs. Recule
de Basmarain et Raimbeaux; nous avons pris la liberte de
vous les recommander. Nous leurs avons envoye derniere-
ment une ordre pour retireI' ]es ]ettres qui parviendrout it
notre adresse a Bordeaur, par la voix des capitaines Ameri-
cains. Nous avons joint aussi sur ce billet que si ]es dits
capitaines n'avoient point.d'adresse directe dans la dite ville
nous ]es prions de traiter avec la ditte maison, en qui ils
peuvent avoir toute coufiance. Messrs. Delaps ont ete in-
formes de cela, ils nous ont ecrit une lettre peu reflechie en
nous menal,;ant du Congres, nous sommes tres tranquilles it
cette egard et voici Ie faitte que nous avons l'honneur de
vousmander.

Nous avons l'honneur d'etre, avec ]a consideration ]a plus
distingue, Mes Seigneurs, votre tres humble et tres obeis-
sant serviteurs, PLIARNE, PENET, & Co.
Mes Seigneurs, membres du Committee Secret de l'honour-

able Congres General, it Philadelphia.

P. S. Monsieur J. D. Schweighauser a paye une somme
de 14431. lOs. pour des instruments necessaires it M. le
Chevalio' de Vraicourt, qu'il aural'honneur de vous re-
mettre, j'ai fait faire cette emplette ici, vue qu'iI m'a dit
avoir besoin de ces articles pour travailler aussitot arrive au
Continent. Vous trouverez cy-joint les quittances.

On vient ItOUSannoncer qu'un de vos corsaires Am{n'i-
cains est arrive au Cap Quibcron avec une capture de vin
de Sicurre, venant de Bordeaux, expedie sur un navire
Anglais pour Londres. Comme Ie capitaine corsaire pour-
rait avoir besoin de quelques choses, nous lui avons fait
sa voir de I'adresser it nous en J'assurant que nous ]ui don-
nerons tous ]es secours qu'il nous sera possible.

A ]a sollicitation de Messieurs Penet et Compagnie, &c.,
je donne ma parole d'honneur de passer au Continent, pour
y rendre totis les services dont je serais capable, mais sans
contracter icy aucun engagement, me reservant toute liber-
te, en cas que je ne me trouve pas bien en Amerique, soit
pour les grades, ou tous autres arrangements, qui pourl'Oit
ne me pas convenir, auquel cas les Seigneurs du Congres me
fourniront passage pour repasser en France quand je voudrais.

Sicrne:
[L. s~] LE CHEVALIER COMTE DE VRECOURT.

Je soussigne certifie que 1\1. Penet a paye, pour livres,
ustensiles, et instruments du genie, pour ]e compte du
Congres-Ie tout commandes et arrives de Paris S!1r mes
modelles-sl,;avoir: mille ]ivres d'une part, et quatre cents
quarante trois livres dix sols faisant la somme de 1443
livres 10 sols, et qu'il les fait em barqueI' sur Ie navire ]e
Sally, sur leque] je passe.

Fait a Nantes, Ie 24 9bre, 1776,

LE CHEVALIER CTE. DE VRECOURT.

[TRANSLATION. ]

Nantes, 9th November, 1776,

.My LORDs: I have the honour to assure you of my
respect, and to inform you that I write to Dr. Franklin,
and desire him to communicate my letter to you, as well in
regard to the three passengers who desire to go to the Con-
tinent, as my particular operations, and news from France.

Captain Rowlens will not sail until the latter end of No-
fJember. We keep him in hopes we shall receive some
funds, and-be able to give him a more considerable cargo.
We continue to recommend ourselves to your favour, and
refer to the demands in our first letter. We hope that you
will enable us to ship this winter at least those articles we
contracted with you for, which we have now laying in our
stores at your disposition for this long while past. In case
Dr. Franklin should not be at Philadelphia, we beg of you

to open his letter and read it. Enclosed you have the
King's speech to his Parliament, which arriv~d this day
from London.

We have the honour to be, with profound respect, yours,
&c.,

. Nantes, the 30th November, 1776.
l\fy LORDS: This day we have the honour to despatch

to you the ship Sally, Captain Rawlens, loaded with lead,
powder, new muskets according to the last mode] of the
French Infantry, with doubled-bridled locks, proof, with each
its bayonet, scabbard, steel ramrod, and screw on this same
model, will be the fifteen thousand we shall furnish agree-
able to our contract. You will also find the gun locks equal
to those in tbe muskets, well finished and perfect. I bave
added some sail needles, with some bales of different kinds
of linen, which we hope will arrive safe to you, and that
you will be pleased with the quality of the goods and the
prices, which we have charged as low as possible, and we
are persuaded you will receive none in the Continent of a
better quality and at a cheaper rate, except what may be
supplied your bouse.

Weare still in eX1Jectationof some of your vessels. We
refer to the contents of our first to you, and hope that our
sincere attachment to the interest and success of youI' States
will procure us your confidence more and more. \Ve are
informed that you have large sums of money in different
citie,s of Europe, and we beg you will consider tbe large
remIttances we are to make to you, as we have the ammu-
nition and other goods in store since six months, amounting
to thirty or forty thousand pounds sterling, of which we
have hardly received six.

Your houses at Cadiz have large sums of yours, and have
not yet accounted with Mr. 8chweighauser. Nothing has
arrived at Nantz since six months, except one of your ships;
loaded with grain consigned to Mr. Schweighauser. As this
is a good time for your expeditions, we are in hopes we shall
receive some during this winter, and we shall endeavour to
give your captains the quickest despatch.

Mr. the Chevalier de Vraicourt, Engineer and officer of
Artillery, who I have already had the honour to mention to
you, will present himself to you and make you an offer of
his services. He carries with him all the books and instru-
ments necessary to his profession. We have made no agree-
ment together: it is only after making known his merit and
military talents that he hopes to merit your favour. He
was in the army all la'st war, and was distinguished in all
the operations of it, of which he has undoubted certificates.
He served as Captain of Engineers and Artillery, and has
all his commissions. He belongs to an ancient and noble
family in Luxembourg: his father was the Count of Vrai-
court, Director-Genera] of Engineers. It is only on those
considerations that I have persuaded him to enter into your
service; and he has undertaken it with pleasure. I shall, my
Lords, always regard as my duty when in my power to
procure you such persons.

We have been this moment informed that the Spanish
fleet sailed the 13th with twenty thousand troops: its des-
tination unknown. It is also said that the King of Por-
tugal is dead. France has despatched a sma]] fleet for the
French Is]ands, which will be advantageolls to YOUl'States!
as it will be a safety to the vessels you may send to the
French Is]ands, by preventing the English frigates approach-
ing their coast. Weare also informed of an American ves-
sel which sailed from the river of Bordeaux, loaded with
broadcloths and other dry goods to the amount of twenty
thousand pounds sterling, was taken by an English \'essel.
Two ships are arrived: one from Carolina with rice, and
the other from the neighbourhood of Boston. Most of the
American ships go to Bordeaux, although it is the most
dangerous port in France, as weIl in regard to tbe entrance
of that riveI'as the danger of being betrayed by numbers of
English and Irish hOLisesestablished there, who give daily
advices of the arrival of your vessels. I fear you wiJl be
convinced of this by ]osing many vessels at and from that
port. I am also surprised that it should be an J,'ish-Jew
house that should be at the head of a]] your most secret
operations in that city: it is the house Delaps. They reo
ceive all the despatches from the Continent, and I am told
that this hOllsehas received orders also from Congress and
from yoUI' Envoy in this Kingdom, who has placed all his

. confidence in them. I wish, my Lords, that they may give
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)'0\1entire satisfaction, but I can assure YO\1it is not the
general opinion here. Before they had consignments from
America they were reported the greatest royalists in France.

We have our house at Bordecmx, by the firm of Recule
de Basmarain Sf Raimbeaux; and we have taken the lib-
erty to recommend them to you. We have lately sent them
an order to take your letters by the American ships. 'We
have also mentioned to them that if the American captains
were not consigned in that city, to do every thing in their
power, and tender them their services; which Messrs. De/aps
hearing of, have wrote us a letter, with little discretion, and
threatening us with the resentment of the Congress-but we
are very easy on that account.

My Lords, we have the honour to be your most humble
servants, PLIARNE,PENET, & Co.

To the honourable the Se,cret Committee of the honourable
Congress at Philadelphia.

P. S. Mr. J. De Schweighauser has paid 1443 livres 10
sols, for instruments necessary to Mr. the Chevalier 17rai-
court, which he will have the honour to deliver you. I had
those things bought here, as he told me he would want them
on his arrival in the Continent. Enclosed you will find the
receipts.

We just now hear that one of your American privateers
is arrived at Cape Quiberon, with a prize loaded with wine
of Segure, loaded on an English ship bound to London.
As the Captain of that privateer might want something, we
have sent to let him know we would supply him with any
thing he may want.

At the solicitation of Mr. Penet Sf Co., I engage my word
of honour that I will go to the Continent, there to render all
the services I am capable of, but without contracting here
any engagements, reserving myself at entire li.berty: But
in case I should not find myself well in Amenca, either as
to my rank or other arrangements, which might not be
agreeable to me, in this case the Lords of the Congress will
furnish me with a passage to return to France when I shall
choose it. T C C VHE HEVALIER OUJ'o."'TDE RECOURT.

, I, underwritten,do certify,that Mr. Penet haspaidforEn-
gineer's books, utensils, and instruments, on account of the
Congress-the whole coming from Paris on my models-
viz: 1,000 livres of the one part, and 443 livres ]0 sols of
the other, making in the whole 1,443 livres 10 sols, and that
he has embarked them on the ship Sally, in which I am to
go passenger.

At Nantes, Novembo' 24th, 1776.
.

THE CHEVALIER CTE. DE VRAICOURT.

VAN BIBBER I'< HARRISON TO THE MARYLAND COUNCIL OF

SAFETY.

St. Eustatia, 9th November, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:We think it highly necessary to advise you
of our draft, bearing date 8th instant, on Messrs. Willing Sf
lUorris, for four hundred and fifty pounds, Pennsylvania
currency, (for the emolul1wntof the State of ltlaryland,) in
favour of Captain Samuel Skinner. We have given them
suitable information relative to said bill, and hope it wiH be
duly honoured.

We are, with the greatest esteem, gentlemen, your most
obedient, humble servants,

who have been some time in the service, and ought to be
preferred, all that he at present aspires to is a lieutenancy,
and I believe he would be glad of being in tbe matross
service. We would, therefore, propose him as First Lieu-
tenant in the company of Matrosses now raising for this
tOlVn; to the command of which company, from the good
opinion we entertain of his abilities, we hope Mr. William
Campbell may be preferred.

'Ve are, gentlemen, most respectfully, yours,
JNO. DENT,
J. P ARNHAM.

To the honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL SCHUYI.ER.

Philadelphia, November 9th, 1776.

SIR: You will perceive from the enclosed resolve tbat
Congress, having reconsidered their vote of the 14th Octo-
ber, have agreed to give the former aHowance of one dollar
and one third of a dollar to the officers on tbe reinlistment
of every soldier in the camp. The completing the Army
at present being an object bf the utmost importance, the
Congress are desirous of adopting every means in their
power to induce the officers to fill up their respective com-
panies as soon as possible. .

The situation of the Northern Army being at this
juncture extremely critical, and your services in that depart-
ment of the highest use and importance, the Congress
wish for a continuance of your influence and abilities on
behalf of your country. They have, however, agreeable to
your request, consented that you should repair to this city,
whenever the service, in your opinion, will admit of your
absence.

Although Congress have repeatedly applied to Maryland
on the subject of the Nanticoke Indians without effect, yet
are they determined to make another application, the result
of which shall be immediately transmitted to 'you.

I do myself the pleasure to forward blank commissions,
agreeable to th.e enclosed resolves, and am to request you
will fill them up according to the ranks and times of service
of the officers, making in C?lonel Elmore's regiment such
arrangements as you shall thlIlk proper.

November l3th.-Congress has had sundry resolves from
]1fassachusetts-Bay laid before them, increasing the pay of
their troops, beyond what Congress had given. The en-
closed resolves will inform you that this measure was disap~
proved of by Congress, who have agreed that the troops
may be inlisted during the war, or for three years, as shall
be most agreeable to them.

I have the honour to be, &c., &c.,
JOHN HANCOCK, P1oesident.

To Hon. Major-General Schuyler.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, November 9th, 1776.

SIR : You will perceive from the enclosed resolve that
Congress, having reconsidered their vote of the 14th Octo-
ber, have agreed to give the former allowance of one dollar
and one third of a dollar to the officers on the reinlistment
of every soldier in the camp. The completing the Army
being at present an object of the utmost importance, the
Congress are desirous of adopting every means in their
power to induce the officers to fill up their respective com-
panies as soon as possible.

. ! ou. will please to take the most effectual steps for pun-
Ishmg, III an exemplary manner, as far as the articles of war
:will admit, all deserters from the Al'my at this timp, of trial

JOHN DENT ANDJ. PARNHAMTOTHE MARYLANDCOUNCILOF and danger. The baseness of those officers and soldiers
SAFETY. who can turn their backs ppon their country, in her present

Annapolis, November 8th, 1776. sitUation, merits the severest chastisment.

GENTLEMEN: l\lr. Hugh Gardner, of Charles County, The enclosed letter from Colonelltliles 10.1\lr. Wister of
being desirous of serving the American States in the military tbis city, I am directed by Congress to transmit..o you tilat
way, we beg leave to recommend him to your honourable you may take such steps relative to the exchange of thB
Board. From a thorough knowledge of Mr. Gardner, his gentlemen therein mentioned as you may judge proper.
strong attachment to the interest of his country, the zeal he Mr. Partridge, one of the Committee from the State of
ha~- a~ways shown i,n l~e common cause, his indefat~&able ~Massach1tsetts-Bay, h.aving .Iaid before Congress sundry
assidUIty and appllcatlon to and knowledge of mIlitary resolves of that State mereasmg the pay of their troops be-
affairs, we can assure that his merit would well entitle him yond what the Congress had given, they have come to a
to the command of a company, or, indeed, to a higher com- resolution disapproving of that me\lsure, and have aO'reed
mission. But as he is sensible that there are men of merit that the troops in the American Army may be inlist~d for

...

V AN BIBBER & HARRISON.

To the honourable the Council of Safety for the State of
Maryland.



.. .
Dates. Names. Time of sub- Price. Amount.sistence.

1776. Weeks. Days. .. d. £ .. d.
Oct. 3 David Campbell..... 4 1 7 6 1 11 0

Thomas Steuart. . . . 4 1 7 6 1 11 0
Wm. Kirk Patrick.. 4 1 7 6 1 11 0

6 Joseph Steel........ 3 3 7 6 ] 7 6
Jno. Orr..... ....... 3 5 7 6 1 7 6
Jno. Patrick........ 3 5 7 6 1 7 6
Jno. Pain........... 3 5 7 6 1 7 6

7 Jno. Tatlor....:... 3 3 7 6 1 5 6
9 Joseph ueberry... . 3 ] 7 6 1 3 6
7 Ja's Mmer.......... 3 3 7 6 1 5 6

Jessy' Logan........ 3 3 7 6 1 5 6
Rob t SIEncer... . . . . 3 3

I

7 6 1 5 6
Griffith vans.. . . . . . 3 3 7 6 1 5 6

117 ]0 10
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three years, or during the war, as shall be most agreeable to
them, subject to the terms mentioned in the enclosed re-
sol ves.

T have the honour to be, with every sentiment of esteem
and respect, sir, your most obedient and very humble ser-
vant H .,

JOHN ANCOCK,Pres~dent.
To his Excellency General Washington.

CAPTAIN HARRIS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

PhiJadelphia, 9th, 1776.

HONOTJRABLESIRS: I arrived here the Qd instant, with
seventy-six privates. A return of my company, stores, &c.,
the state of our guns, I delivered the Board of War, and
begged that those wanting repairs might be sent to the
smiths for that purpose: my request was not complied with.
To have marched to camp with guns in such order would
have been folly. 1 therefore applied to Colonel Ramsey
for money, who procured me two hundred and fifty pounds.

I have taken the liberty to enclose my account, by which
you will see there is a balance due the company, which I
beg may be sent, or an order therefor, to Colonel Ramsey.
I h<Jvebeen obliged to advance money, as the company
was in need and unwilJingto march withoutbeing paid.

I am, honourable sirs, your most obedient, humble ser-
vant,

ROBERT HARRIS.
To the honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland,

Annapolis.

Dates. Names.

DR. The State of MARYLANDto ROBERT HARRIS, F. Camp.
-~--~---~

1776.
Sept. 16 Jamei Coop ...

Matthew McElhany.
Joshua James.......
Jno. Chance........
James Treno........
Levi Low. . . . . .. . . .
Wm. Feely.........

16 A1ex'r Stevenson... .
Rob't Hannah......
Gregory White. . ...

18 Rob't Gordon.......
21 JamesBulI.........

James Harris.......
Wm. HalJ..........
Rich'd Hopkins.. . . .
Wm. Chambers.....
Patrick Nowlan. . . . .

Oct. 4 Wm. Crooks.......
Jas. Watson........
Rob't Armstrong. . . .
Michael Daugharty. .

5 Jas. Donnaly.......
Matthew Creswell.. .
Ed w 'd Daugherty.. .
Jona. Smith........
Zebedie Hicks. . . . . .
Horatio Coop.. . . . . .
Rich'dJordan.......
J as. BIaney. . . . .. . . .
Christopher Fort. . . .

Oct. 15 Wm. Lattimore.. . . .
Francis Gibson. . . . .
Jno. Davidson......

16 Dav'd Armstrong...
Barnet Rain. . . . . .. .
Tho's Roads........
Jno. Cook h",
J no. Bush. . . . . .. . . .

17 Wm.Cook.........
Alex'r Thompson...

J9 Hugh Huston.......
Wm. Gordon .

Sept.26 Wm. Cuthbert......
Jas. Munday.. . . . . .
Joseph SaU!lders....

25 John Armstrong.
'"28 Jona. Eddy.........

29 Jonn Baker.........
Jno. Lattimore. .....
AquilaDunham. . . . .

Oct. 1 Eliw'd Morgan.....
David Wavy.......

4 Jno. Haig..........
Gykes Hodges. . . . . .

16 James Rigden .
17 Jas. 'Vitgus........
18 Benj. Wailey.......
20 Tho's Capen........

David McCullough..
Able Green. . . ... . . .
Matthew SkeI.. . . . . .
Cha's Andel'son.. . ..

16
19

Sept. 16

25
28

Sept. 27
Oct. 1

2

TiIl.1e of sub- Price.slstence.

Weeks.
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
5
5
5
5
5
5
4
4
4
4
4
4
2
2
6
6
6
5
5
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
5
5
5
5
5 ..
5
5
5
4
4
4
4
2
2
2
2
2
4
4
4

Days. s. d.
2 7 6
2 7 6
2 7 6
2 7 6
2 7 6
2 7 6
2 7 6
2 7 6
2 7 6
2 7 6
2 7 6
o 7 6
o 7 6
o 7 6
o 7 6
o 7 6
o 7 6
3 7 6
3 7 6
3 7 6
3 7 6
2 7 6
2 7 6
4 7 6
1 7 6
2 7 6
2 7 6
o 7 6
o 7 6
o 7 6
1 7 6
1 7 6
1 7 6
o 7 6
o 7 6
o 7 6
o 7 6
o 7 6
o 7 6
o 7 6
4 7 6
4 7 6
5 7 6
5 7 6
5 7 6
4 7 6
1 7 6
o 7 6
o 7 6
o 7 6
4 7 6
4 7 6
o 7 6
o 7 6
6 7 6
5 7 6
4 7 6
2 7 6
1 7 6
6 7 6
3 7 6
2 7 6

Amount.

£ s. d.
2 7 0
2 7 0
2 7 0
2 7 0
2 7 0
2 7 0
2 7 0
2 7 0
2 7 0
2 7 0
2 7 0
] 17 6
1176
1176
1176
1 17 6
1176
1 13 0
1 13 0
1 13 0
1 ]3 0
1 12 0
1 12 0
o 19 0
o 16 0
;2 7 0
:I 7 0
2 5 0
1176
1176
o 16 0
o 16 0
o 16 0
o 15 0
o ]5 0
o 15 0
o ]5 0
o 15 0
0140
o 14 0
0118
0118
2 2 6
2 2 6
2 2 6
2 1 6
1 18 6
1176
1 17 6
1 17 6
1 14 0
1140
1 10 0
1 10 0
1 1 0
1 0 0
o 19 0
o 17 0
o 16 0
1 16 0
I 13 0
1 12 0

ST ATEMENT-Continued.

DR. The State of MARYLAND,in account with ROBERT HAR-
RIS, Captain of a Company for the Flying Camp, CR.

To bounty and advance 1776. CR.
to 76 men .£418 0 0 Sept. 26.-By' cash from

To board for men per the Councd of Safety. .£429 0 0
accounton the other By ditto.. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . 700 0
side 1171010

I

BY balance due 10948
To officers' wages and

rations for 1 month.. 40 0 0 £60848
To men's mileage for 91

miles... . . ... .. . 28 16 4.
To a drum and fife for

the company 3 17 6

£608 4 8

November 1st, 1776.

E. E. ROBERT HARRIS.

177~ I77~ CL
Nov. I.-To balance of Nov.8.-By cash received

contra. . . . . .. .£109 4 8 from Treasury at Phila-
9th.-To cash paid for delphia £5000

repairingguns Ba]ancedue... . . ... . . . .. 91 73
as per account. 12 ;26 _

To a musket with bayonet, £141 J 3
&c., one being wanting
for the company... . . . . 5 0 0

To officers' expenses in
raising76 men... . . .. . 150 0

£141 7 ;t

FIELD-OFFICERS OF SiX V'IJ1GrNIA BATTALIONS.

Field-Officers to the six new Battalions to be raised in this
State on the Continental establishmE'nt, vjz:

Colonels: Edward Stevens, Daniel Morgan, James
Wood, Samuel Meredith, Charles Lewis, and David Mason,
Esquires.

Lieutenant-Colonels: Christian Febiger, John Gibson,
Lewis WilJjs, John Neaville, Richard K. Meade, and
James Innis, Esquires.

Majors: William Heath, Abraham Buford, Charles
Simms, George Lyne, George Nicholas, and Holt Riche-
son, Esquires.

FI1:LD-OFFICERS FOR TWELVE 1'"!N~SYt~ ANIA nEGtMENTS.

The followingis a list of the Field-Officersforthe twelve
Pennsylvania Regiments in the Continental service:

First Regiment: Colonel Hand, yieutenant-Colonel
Chambers, Major Ross.

Second Regiment: Colonel De Haas, Lieutenant-Colonel
A. J. Morris, Major Jonathan Jones.

Third Regiment: Colonel Joseph Wood, Lieutenant-
Colonel Thomas Craig, Major William Butler.

Fourth Regiment: Colonel L. Cadwalader, Lieutenant-
Colonel D. Brodhead, Major William West, Jun.

Fifth Regiment: Colonel A. Wayne, Lieutenant-Colo-
nel F. Johnson, Major Percifer Frazer.

Sixth Regiment: Colonel Robert Magaw, Lieutenant-
Colonel , Major John Beatty. .

Seventh Regiment: Colonel William Irwine, Lieutenant-
Colonel Thomas Hartley, Major David Greer.

Eighth Regiment: Co]onelJEneas McCoy, Lieutenant-
Colonel Gp-orgeWilson, Major Richard Butler.

Ninth Regiment: Colonel James Irvine, Lieutenant-
Colonel G. Nagle, Major John Patton.

Tenth Regiment: Colonel Joseph Penrose, Lieutenant-
Colonel James Dunlap, Major Hel1l'y Beckt:r.

. "~{":~_:l'". 1 ,
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Eleventh Regiment: Colonel Richard Humpton, Lieu-
. tenant-Colonel Francis Gurney, MajOrF. Mentges.

Twelfth Regiment: Colonel William Cooke, Lieutenant-
Colonel N. Gray, Major James Crawford.

COMPANY OFFIC1tIlS OF ~LE~ENTH PENNSYLVANIA REGlMJl:NT.

A list of Captains and Subalterns in the Eleventh Penn-
sylvania Regiment in the Continental service, viz:

Captains: Samuel Dawson, John Coats, Adolph William
Hedrick, William Bradford, William Scull, William Hen-
derson, John Douglass, William M'Kissack.

First Lieutenants: William Thofllas, Samuel Cunning-
ham, Samuel Dean, George Ross, John Pearson, William
Leavers, William Mackey, Enoch Anderson.

Second Lieutenants: Maybury Jolly, Robert Patten,
Peter Jones, John Stotsberry, B~njamin Hammond, Andrew
Robinson, Henry Boogh, Thomas Lucas.

.

~

Ensigns: Alexander Carmichael, John M'Elberry, Na-
thaniel Martin, Ral ph WiIliamson, James Wilcox, John
Henderson, Jacob Fiss, Giles Hicks.

COMPANY OFFtcERS FOR TWELFTH PENNSYLVANIA REGIMENT.

The following is a list of the Offi"cersappointed by the
Council of Safety for the Twelfth Battalion of Foot, to be
raised in this State for the Continental ~rvice, to be com-
mandedby Colonel William Cook, vii: .

Captains: Henry M' Kinley, Alexander Patterson, Haw-
kins Boon, John Harris, Nicholas Miller, John Brady, Petet.
WithingtOn, William Work.

First Lieutenants: Stephen Chambers, Thomas Bran-
don, Christopher Gettig, Ha~i1aniah Lincolin, John Reily,
William M'Elhatton, William Sawyer, and John Hender-
son.

Second Lwutenants: John Carithers, Robert Kin!!;,Wil-
liam Bard, John Boyd, James Williamson, Edward M'Cabe,
Samuel Quin,and John Hays.

Ensigns: Benjamin Lodge, Jun., Thomas Hamilton,
John Stone, William Boyd, Blackall William Ball, Stewart
Herbert, Henry Stricker, Andrew Engle.

GOVERNOUR LIVINGS'1'ON TO GtNtRAt. WASHINGTON.

Elizabeth-Town, 9th November, 1776.

DEAR SIR : Your favour or the 7th instant I had the
honour of receiving last evening, being accidentally in town,
where, upon occasion of it and some other publick business,
I stayed the whole night. After sending for General Wil-
liamson, and beginning to prepare a copy of your letter for
General Mercer, the latter happened to come in person, and
was of great use in the business before us. We examined
six m"seven women who came from New- York, and though
tbey appear to be Whigs, and had part of their effects and

.
near relations amongst us, have a number of stories to tell,

, which, though probablytold with no ill intention,yet have
a natural tendency to discourage the weaker part of our in-
habitants.

For my part I am utterly aO"ainstthis kind ofcommunica-
tion between this State and New- York, and could earnestly
wish the officers under your command would be as sparing
as possible of their permissions.. The sex are mistresses of
infinite craft and subtlety, and I never heard or read of a
great politician who did not employ petticoats to accom-
plish his designs. Certain it is that the greatest politician
on record, I mean the devil, applied bimself to a female
agent to involve mankind in sin and ruin.

We had also a Hessian deserter under examination, who
is, I believe, tbe first of that people tbat has come over to
us from Staten-Island. He Wasnot capable of giving much
information, but in general says they are very sickly on
the Island-would desert in numbers if not prevented by
tbe water-were forced into the service-have received no
pay.

Respecting the subject-matter of your letter, I have in
the strongest manner recommended tbat part of it relative
to the removal of the grain, &c., to the Committee, who are
to meet upon it to-day. If they do not exert themselves in
the matter agreeable to the wishes of tbe military, I mean
to the necessity of tbe case, the milit.ary must act as pru-
dent people in such cases ought to do.

As the GovernOl.1fof tbis State is a civil magistrate, it
cannot be expected that he will act an arbitrary, that is, an
illegal part. But I doubt not all our magistrates will con-
nive as much as poosible at every thing done by the military,
which bears the evident starIJp of necessity, and cannot be
impeached of wantonness or the causeless exertion of power.
I think it is so absolutely necessary to remove tbe articles
you mention, that I have already begun to set the example.

As our Assemblymeetsnext Wednesday, I shall lay be-
fore them the importance of taking some measures to place
our Militia on the best footing possible, and tbat a part of
tbem may be in readiness to supply tbe place of the troops
denominated the New Levies. At any time of an appre-
hended invasion, I shall be ready to call out what nuinbers
of the Militia you think proper to repel it, that being an
undoubted prerogative of the Governour of this State; but
whether they will obey the orders, God only knows; and
that they will be worth but little if they do, I experimentally
know.

Our Council have passed an exceeding good Militia bill
the last session, but it did not pass the Lower House.
Whether it was there obstructed on account of its goodness,
does not become me to say. Should I be honoured with
any of your letters after Monday next, you'll please to direct
to me at Burlington.

With my sincere respects to Colonel Read, I have the
honour to be, sir, your most humble servant,

WIL. LIVINGSTON.

To His Excellency General Wasltington, at Head-Quarters.
In consequence of my orders in virtue of your requisitions

to have all the prisoners belonging to the British Fleet and
Army in this State collected at Brunswick, the enclosed is
the first return I bave received.

DR. SHIPPEN TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 12th: Referred to Medical Committee.)
Newark, 9th November, 1776.

DEARANDHONoURABI.ESIR: I think it proper to inform
the honourable Congress that I have not yet taken any of
the Continental sick on this side the North River under my
directioll agreeable to their last regulation, because Dr.
Morgan differs in opinion with me concerning the meaning
of Congress, and because General Washington desires they
may remain under his care, as you will see by the enclosed
letter from his Excellency the General, who makes nO

. distinction between my appointment in July and your
resolves in October, and, in my opinion, has not seen the
letter, "which expressly says," all the sick On this side of
the North River shall be under my care and direction.

The Congress will see by the enclosed from General
Mercer, his sentiments on the subject, and the necessity of
my receivingfurther directions"om them. I should not
trouble the Congress on this bead, but tbat I imagine they
expect I am exerting my best endeavours to relieve the
poor soldiery from the great distress they suffer daily, and
because it is impossible Dr. Morgan can pay any attention.
to tbem,as he is now busy in establishing hospitals at a
great distance on the other side of Hudson's River.

I have the honour to be, dear sir, your and the Con-
gress's obedient and very humble servant,

W. SHIPPEN,Jun.
To the Honourable John Hancock.

GENERAL GREENE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Fort Lee, November 9, 1776.

DEAR SIR : Your Excelleney's letter of the 8th this
moment came to hand. J shall forward tbe letter to Gen-
eral Stevens by express. The stores at Dobbs's Ferry I had
just given orders to the Quartermaster to prepare wagong to
remove them. I tbink the enemy will mElet witb some diffi-
culty in crossing the river at Dobbs's Ferry; however, 'tjs
not safe to trust too much to the expected difficulties they
may meet there.

By the letter that will accompany this, and was to have
gone last night by Major 1~fijJlin, your Excellency wi11 see
what measures 1 took before your favour came to band.
The passing of the ships up the river is, to be sure, a full
proof of the insufficiency of the obstructions in the river to
stop the ships from going up; but tbat garrison employ's
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double the number of men to invest it that we have to
occupy it. They must keep troops at King's Bridge to
prevent a communication with the country, and they dare
not leave a very small number, for fear our people should
attack them. Upon the whole, I cannot help thinking the
garrison-is of advantage; and I cannot conceive the garrison
to be in any great danger. The men can be brought off at
any time; but the stores may not be so easily removed, yet
I think they can be got off in spite of them, if matters
grow despl'rate.

This post is of no importance only in conjunction with
]jfount Washington. I was over there last evening; the
enemy seems to be disposing matters to besiege the place;
but Colonel Magaw thinks it wiII take them till December
expires before they can carry it. If the enemy don't find it
an object of importance they won't trouble then13elvesabout
it; if they do, its a full proof they fee! an injury from our
possessing it. Our giving it up will,open a free communica-
tion with the country by the way of King's Bridge, that
must be a great advantage to them and injury to us. If the
enemy cross the river I shall follow your Excellency's advice
respecting the cattle and forage. These measures, however
cruel in appearance, were ever my maxims of war in the
defence of a country; in attacking they would be very im-
proper.

By this express several packets from Congress are for-
warded to you.

I shall collect our whole strength and watch the motions
of the enemy, and pursue such measures for the future as
circumstances render necessary.

As I have your Excellency's permission, I shall order
General Stevens on as far as Equacanock at least. That is
an important pass. I am fortifying it as fast as possible.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient, and very humble ser-
vant, N G. REENE.
To His Excellency General Washington,at White-Plains.

COLONEL ATLEE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

New-York, November 9, 1776.

SIR: Persons in captivity, let whatever pains be taken to
make that state agreeable, are still unhappy and anxious for
a releasement.

Such, sir, at present, is my state. I have been so happy
this minute to be visited by a gentleman nf the King's Army,
to whom I am particularly obliged with the information of
the imprisonment of a certain Mr. Thomas Irving, Receiver-
General of the Quit-Hents of South- Carolina, taken by 1\11'.
Hopkins, and now in Connecticut. He was kind enough to
inform me that Lord William Campbell, with himself, had
been mentioning an exchange between .Mr. Irving and
myself, and that they doubted not, if it was agreeable to
General Washington, thal. General Flowe would readily
consent to it, and that it might be immediately effected.

I have by this opportunity taken the liberty to lay the
above before you, and if agreeable to you, sir, must beg the
favour of as speedy an answer as possible.

I am, sir, your most obedient and most humble servant,
SAM'LJ. ATLEE.

General Washington.

COLONEL MILES TO WILLIAM WISTER.

New-York, November, 1776.

DEARBROTHER:I this moment received yours with the
money sent by Mr. Foxcroft, as did all tbe otber gentlemen.
I should be extremely glad to be released from my confine-
ment here, if such a thing could be obtained, and I have
some reason to believe that if a proper application was made
to Congress, an exchange might be accomplished between
myself and Mr. Foxcroft, and perhaps Colonel Atlee or
Lieutenant-Colonel Piper would be given up for Mr. Dash-
wood. I hope no time will be lost by my friends in making
this application to Congress, and I have no doubt but Mr.
Foxcroft's interest here will effect my desire, if the request
should be made by the Congress to General Ilowe.

I am in good health, and hope all my family, fi'iends,and
acquaintances are so too.

Captain Wister is here.
I am, dear brother; yours, &c." SA~I'LMILES.

To Mr. Williarn Wister, Merchant, in Pltiladelpltia.

PETITION OF MILES OAKLEY.

To His Excellency General WASHINGTON,Commrtnder-tn-
Chief of all the Forces of the UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA:

-

The Petition of MILESOAKLEYhumbly showeth:
That by his labour and industry he had procured himself

a small piece of land at the Wltite-Plains, contiguous to the
Court-House; that on it, within the last four or five years
he built him a comfortable and convenient house and barn ;
that he kept an inn for the entertainment of travelers, which
enabled him to maintain his family, which consists of a wife
and four small children; that on the approach of the enemy
he removed his ~vife(who lay in but six days before) with
his children to the north of the lines formed by the troops
under your ExceJlency's command; that on his return to
bring off some of his furniture and most valuable effects he
f~und his.house robbed and piIJaged, his desk split to pie~es,
Ills money, books, and papers taken and carried away by
our own troops, by which means he is left without a second
bed and scarce a change of clothes for himself, his wife or
children; this your petitioner bore with resignation, not
doubting but if he should again get into his house he should
?y his industry in time retrieve his losses. But so it is, mar
It J:l~ase~our Excellency, that on Tuesday night last, your
petItIOners house and barn was by some of the American
troops burnt to tbe ground, and your petitioner and his
family left without any means whatever of obtaining a sub-
sistence. That your petitioner's losses do not amount
together to less than seven hundred pounds currency.

Your petitioner begs leave to observe to your Excellency
that he has ever been a friend to his country; that he served
as a Lieutenant in the late northern expedition under the
co~~nand of Generals Schuyler and :Montgornery. Your
petitIoner therefore begs your Excellency will be favourably
pleased to take hi!'!melancholy case into consideration, and
gi~e him such relief in the premises as to you in your great
wisdom shaJl seem just and reasonable. Your petitioner
further begs, if your Excellency should be of opinion that
the grantirrg your petitioner relief is not properly within your
department, that your Excellency will be pleased to inquire
int~ .the truth of !he facts within set forth, and give your
petitIOnersuch certificates and recommendations, either to the
honourable Continental or Provincial Congress, as you shall
think your petitioner's hard case truly deserves.

And your petitioner shall ever pray.
MILES OAKLEY.

November 9th, 1776.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read the 12th.]

White-Plains, November the 9th, 1776.

SIR: I have the honour to transmit you a copy of a letter
from General Gates to General Schuyler, and of another
paper co~tain~nginteJligence respecting the Northern Army,
and the slluatlon of the enemy in that department. They
this minute came to hand, and to them I beg leave to refer
you for particulars.

By every information I can obtain, and the accounts I
had last night by two deserters who were very inteJligent
and particular, General Howe still has in view an expedi-
tion to the Jerseys, and is preparing for it with the great-
est industry. I have detached the first division of our
troops, which was thought necessary to be sent, and which
I hope will cross the river at Peekskill to-day. Tbe
second I expect will all march this evening and to-morrow
!l10rning. I rropose to follow !nyse!f, in order to put things
I~,the best tram I can, and to wv~ !lIm ev~ry possible oppo-
sitIOn. I hope, when the two divIsionsamve and are joined
to such other force as I expect to collect, to check his
progress and prevent him from penetrating any distance
from the river, if not to oblige him to return immediately
with some loss. Whatever is in my powel' to effect, shall
be done.

I have the honour to
most obedient servant,

be, with great esteem, sir, your

Go. W ASHlNGTON.

Ticonderoga, 31st October, ]776.

SIR: :Mo1!d«y morning, between eight and nine o'clock,
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our advance guard-boat down the lake made the signal for
the approach of the enemy's fleet. In about one hour, five
of their largest boats or gondolas appeared in sight, and a
number of troops, Indians and Canadians, were seen land-
ing upon Three-31ile Point. Soon after, two of the armed
boats stood over to the east side of the lake, inclining up-
wards, as if sent to reconnoitre. When they came consid-
erably within shot, they were fired upon from two redoubts
very near the shore, and by a row-galley that is stationed
to cover the boom. They thereupon retired. In the mean
time the enemy's troops were distinctly seen to land upon
the back of the Point, and presentJy alTer, thirteen small
batteaus and birch canoes crossed from the west to the east
side of the lake into a bay, about four miles below our re-
doubts. Upon these threatenings of an attack, our lines,
redoubts, and posts, were all manned; and as the motions of
the enemy seemed to indicate they were' gathering their
main force upon the west side of the lake as if intending to
make their push there, I ordered three regiments, Poor's,
Read's, and Greaton's, from l)fount Independence, to rein-
force this side. The orders were instantly obeyed, and
nothing could exceed the spirit and alel'tness which was
shown by all officers and soldiers in executing every order
that was given. About four in the evening, the boats and
canoes that had passed to the west side of the lake, returned,
and the enemy were seen plainly to reembark at the Three-
Mile Point. I immediately ordered the guard-boat to

resume her station, and by sunset it was observed the body
of the enemy had retired.

By the information I receive daily, I Gnd that General
Carleton continues in his post, and that three large vessels
are anchored near Putnam's Point, a little below which a1l
the Light Infantry, Grenadiers, and a large body of Indians
and Canadians are encamped. Chemung-Point and
Crown-Point are also occupied by the enemy.

Yesterday I received the enclosed intelligence from
Newbury, Co'os. If Sir John Johnson did actually march
at the time' he is ~aic,lto have done it, he must be upon the
Mohawk river now; or jf he aims at Fort George, Day-
ton's regiment cannot be better stationed than there. Surely
the Oneidas will give you all the pecessary information u'pon
tbis head. But how could Sir John get back should he
meet with a check? I have seen the Mohawk river fast
frozen the 10th November.

Colonel Lewis set off yesterday morning by the way of
Skeen. He has memorandums of our wants, and will be
with you as soon as this letter. Colonel Gansevgort writes
me for spades; you must answer his demand, for I cannot."

We received the goodnews you sent us from New- York
with joyful hearts. It was immediately made publick to
the Army in tbe manner you advised.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
HORATIO GATES.

To General Schuyler.

A Return oftne Division under the command of Major-General WILLIAMHEATH.

Tbe above is agreeable to the Returns delivered to me.
Camp at White-Plains, November 9, 1776,

EBEN'R HUNTINGTON,Assis't Adj't Gen'l.

A. Return of the Regiment of Militia from the State of CONNECTICUT,in the service of the UNITED COLONIES, com..
manded by Lieutenant- Colonel STORRS, NOVEMBER9, 1776.

North-Castle, November the 7, 1776. ~

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM Jl1R. JAMES LOVELL, LATELY
RELEASED, DATED FORT LEE, 7TH NOVEMBER, 1776.

From the jealousy and caution used in regard to me while
in New- York harbour, aEd in the course of my con veyance
across Staten-Island, I \vas unable to make myself master
of aoy circumstances which can tend to form any proceed-

ings of the iIIust.riou.sassembly in which you preside, ex-
cept, perhaps, thIs sltlgle ooe, that orders were given out
on ~he first, or a day bp,fore, to prepare into a complete
readm.ess transports for 6fteen t~ousand men. The pur-
pose IS mere matter of my conjecture. If great success
should be the lot of the British Army early in this month

. ,



623 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., NOVEMBER, 1776~ 624

I conc~iv~ an att~mpt might b~ mad~to push some round
to the northward; but if defeat or disappointment continues
a little longer, I imaginea southernexpedition may be the
consequence. General knowledge collected already, or
daily arriving, to found your Councils, will fix the vahH~to
be set upon the above intelligence. I wish time may prove
that I rIlight have altogether omitted to con vey it to your
eye.

J4COB HORNBECK TO NEW-YORK CONVENTrOr<!.
.

Rochester, N~vember 9th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Forasmuch as the town of Rochester is
in great need for salt, as the season of the year is now for
killinO"their winter provision and pork for next summer, and
whenOthey can't get a supply of salt, they will be obliged
soon to turn their fat hogs out of the pen, and their fat cat-
tle among their other; to a great loss of severa] poor families;
wherefore your Committee of said town, in behalf of them-
selves and the inhabitants of Rochester, do humbly desire,
if your honourable Board have any salt to spare, you will
please to grant uS a supply; and if you have none to spare,
and could direct us where we might get salt, we would,
paying to your honourable Board, or any person else,
the price for salt, not spare any trouble to fetch the same;
and humbly desire you will please to give us your answer to
our messenger, the bearer hereof; and you will, gentlemen,
greatly oblige your most humble servants.

By order of the Committee and inhabitants of Rochester.
JACOB HORNBECK, Chairman.

To the Convention of the State of New- York.
Four ]bs. of salt, 4 ozs. of saltpetre, 2 Ibs. of sugar, 4

gallons of water.

GJ;;NERAL GATES TO COLONEL HIDE.

Tyonderoga, 9th November, 1776.

SIR: I am to return you, and the officers and men of
your regiment, my sincere thanks for the spirit and alertness
you have shown in marching to the defence of this impor-
tant pass, when threatened with an immediate attack from
the enemy. I now, gentlemen, dismiss you with honour..
I also certify that neither you, nor any of your officers or
soldiers, have received any pay from me for your services
upon this occasion. That I leave to be settled and adjusted
between your State and the General Congress of all the
United Stales.

With sentiments of gratitude and respect, I am, sir, your
most obedil;Jnt,humble servant,

HORATIO GATES.

To Co]onel Caleb Hide, commanding a Regiment of Mili-
tia of the County of Berks, State of IIJassachusetts.

[The same to Colonel B. Robinson, and Colopel.Moses Robinslm, Colo-
ne] Brownson, &c.]

GENERAL GATES TO COLONEL ASHLEY.

Tyonderog-a, 9th November, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I return you and the officersand soldiers
of the regiments under your command, my sincere thanks
for the spirit and expedition both you and they have sbown
in marching, upon the first alarm, upwards of one hundred
and fifty miles, to the support of this important pass, when
threatened witb an immediate attack from the enemy's
Army. I now dismiss you with the honour you have so
well deserved. I further certify that neither you, nor any
under your command, have received any payor reward fl'Om
me for your services upon this occasion; that I leave to be
settled by the General Congress with the Convention of
your State.

With great respect, I am, gentlemen, your most obedient,
humble servant,.

H GORATIO ATES.

To Colonel Ashley and Colonel Bellows, commanding the
regiments of Militia from the County of Cheshire, in the
State of New-Hampshire.

GI':Nf.I\AL GATES TO COLONI':r. CHASE.. .. .

Tionderoga, November 9, 1776.

SIR: I am to return you and tbe officers and men of
your regiment my sincere thanks for the spirit and alertness
you have shown in marcJ]ing to the defence of this impor-

tant pass, when threatened with an immediate attack from
the enemy. I now, gentlemen, dismiss you with honour.
1 also certify that neither you nor any of your officers or
soldiers have received any pay from me for YOur services
upon this occasion; that I leave to be settled and adjusted
between your State and the General Congress of all tha
United States.

With sI;Jntimentsof gratit\.lde and respect, I am, sir, your
mo.st obedient , humble servant ,

H G'

..,.

ORATIO A'J'ES.

To Colonel Jonathan Chase, commanding a regiment of
Militia from the County of Cheshire, in tbe State of New-
Hampshire.

GENERAL GATES TO COLONEL GANSEVOORT.

Tyonderoga, November 9th, 1776.

SIR: I am astonishedat your keepingall the batteausat
the south end of the lake, and not sending forward the flour.
By your last return, eJl:clusive of the Militia, you had two
hundred and thirty-one, officers included, fit for duty at
Fort George. I am convinced there is not an enemy within
a hundred milI;JSof your post; so you need not have any
apprehensions upon that account. It is my positive orders
you immediately despatch every boat you have, full of flour,
to this landing. Fifty men is more than sufficient for your
present garrison. Tbe bearer takes sixty men with him to
assist in bringing over the flour; and I have been obliged to
carry the boats over this carrying-place to transport him
and his party, not having one at this end of Lake George.
Despatch the large vessels as quick as possible, and con-
tinue to keep the batteaus going as long as the navigation is
open. I desire you will see the batteaus full freighted; and
as it grows late in the season, order seven men into each
batteau.
To Lieutenant-Colonel Gansevoort.

GENERAL GATES TO GENERAT. WARD.

9th November, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: The Deputies from the State of .New-
Hampshire have inforn!ed me that there is a Continental
regiment raised in that State, under the command of Colonel
Pierce Long, stationed at Portsmouth. As the regiments
fi'om that State, now at this post, have suffered exceedingly
by defeat, disease, and fatigue, it would most certainly be [or
the immediate bt:mefitof the service that Colonel Long's
regiment should b.eordered to march directly to this place,
and the three regIments commanded by Stark~ Poor, and
Reed, shall, upon their arrival, march to Portsmouth, where
they cannot only be recruited, but recovered and refreshed
after the a]most unspeakable fatigues and distresses they
have undergone. I beg you to determine upon tbis matter
without referring it to anyone but the General Court of
your State, as it would defeat every good intention to delay
it longer.
To Major-General Ward.

JOHN TRUMBULL 'J'O COLONEL PATT)<::RSON.

SIR: The General is pleased to order that the rendezvous
for your regiment on the new establishment be at Spring-
field, in the State of lUassachusttts-Bay.

To this place you will order your officers and men to
repair on the I st of January, and will tbere wait orders as
to tbe Army which you are to join.

Giveo a.t Head-Quarters, Albany, this 30th day of No-
vember, 1776.

By comm~~d C?fthe Honourable Major-General Gates.
JOHNTRUMBULL,D. Adf't Gen'l.

To Colonel John Patterson.

COLONEL BLANCHARD TO MESHECH WEARE.

Mount Independence, November 9, 1776.

SIR: We an'ived here last Saturday evening, in company
with the gentlemen appointed by the Massachusetts State,
who we accidentally fell in with at Manchester. The nI;Jxt
morning both Committees waited On Genera] Gates, who
received us with poJiteness, and laid' before him our busines~,
and solicited his assistance and protection. The Genera)
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observed that by our raising the wages the other States
would be under the necessity of doing the same, and that
inf.'1Ctit was stating the pay of all the soldiery.

The Massachusetts Committee are clearly of opinion that
the men cannot be raised in their State without the additional
encouragement, i. e., twenty shillings per month, and a blan-
ket or eighteen shillings yearly. We have heard that
Connecticut have added twelve shillings per month; and
upon the whole, the General has advised us to proceed,
though he seems not pleased with the great wages, as he
calls it.

We have, after consulting with the General, Field-Offi-
cers, and Captains of our battalions, proceeded to appoint
John Stark, Esq., Colonel; Joseph Cilley,Esq., Lieuten-
ant-Colonel; and George Reed, Esq., Major: Enoch Poor,
Esq., Colonel; Nathan Hale, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel;
and Winborn Adams, Esq., Major-Field-Officers for our
two battalions; and are preparing beating orders for Cap-
tains, Lieutenants, and Ensigns, to recruit the men. Com-
mittees from Pennsylvania and the Jerseys have been up,
and commissioned field and other officers for a number of
battalions, and are recl'Uiting.

When the shattered part of our fleet returned in the man-
ner you have doubtless heard, an attack was expected im-
mediately. The General sent expresses to raise the Militia;
upon which alarm, about one thousand or fifteen hundred
men came in from New-Hampshire, Massachusetts-Bay and
the Green-,J.7J:/.ountains,and great pains have been taken to
fortify this Mount, which is now pretty strong. A party from
the enemy, in thirteen boats, about ten days since, appeared
in sight of this place and sounded the lake, but they soon
retired.

The Canadians, Indians, and Regulars, have evacuated
Crown-Point, their numbers not certainly known, but sup-
posed to be about one thousand Canadians and Indians, and
seven thousand Regulars.

A report prevails in camp that General Burgoyne is
dead.

Two gentlemen taken in Canada last year in the regular
service, are sent down to St. John's in a boat, with a flag,
and by this means the General expects to gain intelligence
whether the King's troops intend an attack this fall. Our
parties are constantly reconnoitring the lake. Their task
has been arduous.

The General prays that the battalion stationed at Ports-
mouth would come here. He has wrote by Lieutenant-Col-
onel Cilley to Major-General Ward, at Boston, for his order
for their removal. By this means our men will be discharged
and the recruiting greatly facilitated. We fear that we can-
not inlist many at present. Provisions are plenty and good.
About thirteen or fourteen thousand men, Militia included,
draw allowance.

The two mortars that are here are ruined. There is plenty
of gunpowder and a great number of cannon. A supply of
medicines are arrived and on the way. Those we received
at Exeter are delivered according to order. We shalJ endea-
vour, or some one of us, to attend the General Court at their
next sitting. It is expected that two thousand five hun-
dred men, or thereabouts, must garrison these places this
wihter. Barracks are building with all the despatch possible.
We make no doubt but you pay the greatest attention to
the article of clothing. We have been as industrious in our
business and as attentive to our orders as possible.

\Ve are, with great respect, sir, your most humble ser-
vants J B .~, ONA.LANCHARD,for the Commlttee.
Honourable Meshech Weare, Esq., to be communicated.

P. S. The small-pox is not in camp, nor any where this
way. The days are short, and in our crowded situation do
bus!ness slowly.

thence (in company with the flag of truce which brought
away his men who are arrived at this port) for York, in order
to be excbanged for Captain Bellew's Lieutenant, wbo is a
prisoner at Germantown, near Philadelphia, by the name of
Richard Bowger. It's probable poor Burke is arrived at
York ere this. He is a worthy, brave man, and deserved a
better fate.

I bave the honour to be, with the most profound respects,
your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,

IN. BRADFORD,Agent.
His Excellency General Washington.

GENERAL WARD TO JAMES WARREN.

Boston, November 9,1776.

SIR: Enclosed is a petition I received from the officers
of Colonel Marshall's regiment. The grievance tberein com-
plained of, I think belongs to the honourable Court to re-
dress; therefore I bave enclosed the petition, and earnestly
request the grievance complained of may speedily be removed,
as it is of the utmost importance at tbis time that the State
should fulfill every engagement made to the men; if not all,
surely so capital one as their daily allowance. I fear if it
is not soon redressed the consequence will be the men will
refuse doing their duty; if they do, it will be unreasonable
to punish them, when tbe cause of their refusal was a breach
of promise on the part of tbe State.

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
ARTEMAS Vi ARD.

Mr. Speaker.

CAPTAIN EDDY TO MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY.

Cumber]and, November 12th, 1776.

Pursuant to instructions, &c., proceeded fi'om Boston,
raised a few men, and arrived at Cumberland in hi"h spirits,
when some of the inhabitants joined us, and we

0
seized a

vessel in the harbour, with a great quantity of stores, &c.,
for the garrison. And besides an officer and twelve men
that we sent back from Shepody, we have taken above
thirty prisoners, and have attempted the garrison, but can-
not take it witbout some cannon and mortars, nor can we
get off what we have taken without some help, as there is
a man-of-war in the bay. We have therefore to entreat of
tbe Province of the Massachusetts, for ourselves and for the
inhabitants of Nova-Scotia, to send some privateers into the
bay, and some troops and military stores, that we may be
able to promote tbe general cause and add another Province
to the United Colonies.

I must refer you for furtber intelligence to'Mr. Throop
the bearer; and subscribe, in the utmost haste, your Honours;
obliged, obedient, humble servant,

JONATHAN EDDY.

To the Honourable Council and Assembly of Boston.

PETITION OF THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY IN THE COUNTY

OF CUMBERLAND.

To the Honourable Court of the MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:
Whereas Captain Eddy, with a small party, has invaded

Cumberland, and taken a guard of twelve men, also a pro-
vision vessel with her guard, and a vessel from Annapolis,
with produce for this place, and has attempted to storm the
garrison, but finds it impracticable with alJ the assistance
he can raise here: And as inteHigence is already gone to
Hellifax, we are in the utmost distress, therefore beg, for the
preservatioll of our lives and the lives of om families, for
immediate help of five hundred or a regiment of men, if it
may be, with two mortars, ammunition, and provision; and
we, your humble petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever
pray.

SJl\lEON CHESTER, PETER CAMPBELL,

JOHN BRADFORD TO GENERAl. WASHINGTON. ELIJAH AYERS, JOHN BENT,

Boston, 9th November, 1776. WM. HON, \VILLIAM MASONALL,

SIR: I'\Oe received a letter from Captain William Burke, EBENEZER GAIlDNER, MICHELL BURK,

late commander of the schooner Warren, in the service of ROBERT FOSTER, OBADIAH AYERS,

the Continent, dated Halifax, 8th October, who was unfor- Committee of Safety for the County of Cumberland.
tun ate in being taken by the Liverpool ship of war, Captain Cumber]and, November 13th, 1776. _
Bellew, who has treated him with great humanity. Burke For particulars we must refer you to Mr. Throop 011
desires me to acquaint your Excellency that he sailed from whom you may depend. '

FIFTH SERIES . -V OL. III. -
40. .



627 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., NOVEMBER, 1776.

Shepparday, County of Cumberland, November 3d, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: We have sent to your care Captain-Lieu-
tenant John Walker, and twelve other prisoners taken by us
at Slzeppardy, which please to send to the westward as soon
as possible. We would have you take particular care
of Captain Walker, as he is a countryman of yoUt's, and
would be very glad of an opportunity of joining the regulars
agam.

We are all in high spirits, and our party increases daily.
We are in hopes of being strengthened further by Colonel
Shaw. If possible, b~g that you would inform the honour-
able Council of our proceedings. If you ha \'e any news
from the westward beg that you would send it to us by the
bearers.

I am, gentlemen, your humble servant,
JONA. EDPY.

To the Committee for the Township of 1Uachias.

Sheppardy, November 3d, 1776.

Captain STEPHEN SMITH:

SIR : You being in the servioe of the United States, must
beg yoUI' assistance in conveying the prisoners taken by us
to Head-Quarters as soon as possible.

I am, sir, your humble servant,
JONA. EDDY.

MARYLAND CONVENTION TO THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS.

[Read 13th November.]

. Annapolis, November 10th, 1776.

GF.NTLEi\tEN: In obedience to the order of Convention I
am to inform you that they are exceedingJy unhappy to find
that there should have been any the least difference of
opinion between your honourable body and the Convention.
That according to your desire they have reconsidered their
former resolutions for raising the quota of troops of this
State, and have, on a. very deliberate and attentive con-
sideration of the subject, come to the resolutions which I
am directed and have now the honour to enclose and trans-
mit.

I am further directed to acquaint you that the very im-
portant business of this Convention has so closely engaged
their attention that the delegation of members to represent
this State in Congress has hitherto been almost necessarily
delayed, uut that they will now be appointed, and will very
soon attend.

I am, with the highest respect, gentlemen, your most
obedient, humble servant,

MATH. TILGHHAN, President.

To the honourable Continental Congress now sitting in
P hiladelplzia.

In Convention, November 9th, 1776.

The Convention resumed the consideration of the Letter
from tbe honourable President of the Congress, and the
Resolutions of Congress laid before them yesterday, and
thereupon come to the following Resolutions:

,.

Resolved, That if the honourable Congress will specify
any Land belonging to the United States as a common
stock to be divided amongst the soldiery in their service, the
Commissioners appointed by this Convention to repair to
the camps in New- York and the Jerseys, immediately on its
being made known to them, do proceed to the <;amps and
endeavour to inlist such of the troops and Militia of this
State now there as are willing to enter into the Continental
service on the terms proposed by Congress; or if the Con-
gress will not make such specification of the lands to be
given as aforesaid, and will permit the inlistment of the
quota of troops of this State on the terms proposed by this
Convention, that then the Commissioners proceed to the
camps and endeavour to procure the inlistment of the troops
according to the former resolutions of the Convention, paying
to each non-commissioned officer and pri\'ate who shall so
inlist the twenty dollars bounty allowed by Congress, and
the additional bounty of teu dollars proposed by the said
resolutions of Convention to be allowed by this State. But
if the honourable Congress ~iIl not specify the lands as
aforesaid, and should signify a desire that the said additional
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bounty of ten dolJars should not be given, that then the
Commissioners, with the permission of Congress, proceed as
aforesaid and endeavour to effect the said inlistment on the
bounty of twenty dollars aUowed by Congress; but they are
not to engage the faith of this State to give or make good
any bounty of lands, or give any assurances whatsoever that
they will have such bounty.

Resolved, That Mr. President write to the Congress and
inform them that this Convention feel themsel ves very un-
happy that there should have been any the least difference
of opinion between them, and as desired, ha ve reconsidered
their former resolution for raising the quota of tl'OOpSof this
State, and on a very deliberate and attentive consideration
pf the subject, have come to the resolutions of this day,
which the President is requested to enclose.

That this Convention never apprehended that the Con-
gress intended this State should be obliged, in its individual
capacity, to make good the bounty of land to the soldiery,
but were of opinion, and remain firmly persuaded, that if the
bounty of land should, by authority of this State, be proposed
as a motive to induce the individuals of its quota to inlist,
this State will be bound in good faith to see that bounty
effectually granted; and therefore, as this State has no land
belonging solely and exclusively to itself with which to make
good the bounty, it is not only prudent but necessary, before
they do an act which will engage the faith of the State, to
know what land is to be applied, and on what terms, to the
designed purpose.

That this Convention are under the strongest impressions
that tbe back lands claimed by the British Crown, if secured
by the blood and treasure of all, ought, in reason, justice,
and policy, to be considered as a common stock, to be par-
ceHed out by Congress into fi\'e convenient and independent
Governments, as the wisdom of that body shall hereafter
direct; but if these (the only lands as this Convention ap-
prehend that can) should be provided by Congress at the
expense of the United States to make good the proffered
bounties, every idea of their being a common stock must be
hereby given up; some of the States may, by fixing their
own price on the land, payoff what of their quota of the
publick debt they please, and have their extensive territory
settled by the soldiery of the other States, whilst this State
and a few others must be so weakened and impoverished
that they can hold their liberties only at the will of their
powerful neighbours.

That this State is so far from having an intention to in-
crease unnecessarily the expenses of the United States, that
it hath lmiformly given every evidence to the contrary.
But this Convention, impressed with the indispensabJe neces-
5ity of establishing and keeping up a good Army, at the
same time that they could not be active in giving up a
common right of the United States, or in rendering the free.
dom of their own precarious, determined to exert the only
safe means in their power to raise the quota of this State;
nor can this Convention yet see any possibility of injury to
the common interest, from this State adopting the most
effectual means to raise its quota of troops of its own i[\habit~
ants, partly or even wholly at its own separate expense.

That this Convention bave a strong disinclination to go
into any discussion of the powers with which the Congress
is invested, being fully sensible that the general interest will
not be promoted by either the Congress affirming or this
Convention denying the existence of a fullness of power in
that honourable body, the best and only proper exercise of
which can be in adopting the wisest measures for equally
securing the rights and liberties of each of the United States,
which was the principle of their union.

That this Convention, very sincerely disposed to contri-
bute every thing in their power towards the common cause,
will, if the Congress choose neither to specify the lands to be
given in bounties nor to permit the State to give the pro-
posed additional bounty of ten dollars, endea vour to inlist
its quota of troops on the twenty dollars bounty allowed by
Congress; but if th~ event should prove a disappointment, it
cannot be imputed to this State.

That this Convention request the honourable Congress
soon to signify their pleasure in this matter to the Commis-
sioners of this State now attending in Philadelphia, that the
little time left may not be lost.

Extract lI'om tbe Minutes: G. DUVALL.

'.
.-.==-.,=.
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ADDIIJj:SS ':I'O THE INHABITANTS OF ESSEX cOUJ'nY, NEW-
JERSEY,

Newark, November 10, 1776.

The Committee of the County of Essex think it proper
to inform the inhabitants of it, that they have received intel-
ligence by a letter fi'om his Excellency General Washington,
at the "!hite-Plains, dated the 7th instant, that General
Howe, with the Army under his command, had retreated
from that place, with an intention, as he supposed, of send-
ing a detachment of his troops into the Jcrseys. The Gen-
eral therefore advises aU those who live near the water, to
be ready to move their stock, grain, carriages, and other
effects back into the country. He adds, if it is not done,
the calamities we must suffer will be beyond aU description,
and the advantages the enemy wiJI receive immensely great.
They have treated all here without discrimination: the dis-
tinction of Whig and Tory has been lost in one general
scene of ravage and desolation. The article of forage is of
great importance to them; not a blade, he says, should be
left; what cannot with convenience be removed, must be
consumed without the least hesitation. They have further
intelligence, by a letter of this day from General Merccr, at
Fort Lec, per express, that General Greene had just received
advice from Genera1 Washington that he was now fully
convinced the enemy intended to cross the North River and
make an incursion into this State, desiring we may be pre-
pared in the best manner possible to defeat the design of
t,heil' coming.

The Committee taking into consideration the present
alarming situation of this country, recommend it to aU the
inhabitants who live near the water, or the great roads lead-
ing through the country ,to remove as soon as possible their
stock, grain, hay, carriages, and other efFects, into some
place of safety back into the country, that they may not fall
into the enemy's hands.

By order of the Committee:
WILLIAM BURNET, Chairman.

COLONEL MILES TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

New-York, Noven1ber 10th, 1776,

SIR: John Foxcraft, who has been prisoner in Philadcl-
phia for some time, is now here on his parole, and from the
cionversationI have had with him, have reason to believe that
GeneralHowe will consentto an exchaogeof 1\'[1'.Foxcraft
and myself, and perhaps Lieutenant-Colonel Pipcr will be
given up for Mr. Dashwood, who is still a prisoner in Phil-
adelphia. I hope, sir, you will not only approve of, out
take such steps as may be likely to effect this exchange, so
desirable to the persons concerned.

There are also in Philadelphia, a 'Captain Forist and
two other gentlemen, 1\11'.James Shanks and MI'. Thomas
Byrne, whom their friends say will be exchanged for offi-
cers under the rank of Major. I could wish that Captain
Thomas Herbert, of the Pennsylvania musketry, might be
accepted for Captain Forist, and Lieutenant John Davis,
of the Pennsylvania Rifle Regiment, for one of the young
gentlemep, and perhaps Lieutenant Edward De Coursey,
of the JtIaryland regiment, will be given up for the other.

I flatter myself that it will be agreeable to you, sir, to
release any of youI' officers upon equitable terms, and that
you wil] take the earJiest opportunity of doing it.

I am, sir, with the utmost respect, your most obedient,
humble servant, S ' "IAM I. If lLES.

To George Washington, Esq., Commander-in-Chief of the
American Forces.

Dobbs's Perry is all moved from that pface, and f have
directed wagons to transport it to Clarke's and Orange
towns. I was at Dobbs's Ferr y last nicrht; left it at sundown'o .

-

,
saw no new movement of the enemy. The enemy landed
from on board the ships many bales of goods, supposed to
be clothing. I am sure the enemy cannot land at Dobbs's
Ferry; ,it will be so hedged up by night. The flats run off a
great dIstance, they can't get near the shore with their ships.
If the e~emy jnt~nds to effect a landing at all, they'll
~tten~pt It at Nazacs, or Haverstraw Bay. I wish these
intellIgences mav not be calculated to deceive liS. Me-
thinks if the ene~y intended crossinO'the river they would, "',n~t gIve us several da)'s to prepare to oppose them. They
mIght have taken theIr measures, lain concealed until they
had got every thing in readiness to cross the river, and then
effected it at once. It miO'ht have been so much easier
accomplished that way thanOitcan now, and so many more
advantages obtained, in getting possessionof the grain, hay,
cattle, wagons ~nd horses, that I can.not help suspecting it
to be only a femt to lead our attentIon astray. I wish it
may not tu~n out, so. H?wever, I shall exert myself as
much to be In read,lnes~~s If they had actually landed, and
make the same dIsposItIOn to oppose them as jf I was
certain they intended to cross.

I shall keep a good intelligent officer at Bergen, and
another at Rall's Ferry, to watch the motions of the ships.

Your ExceHency's letter to General Putnam this moment
came to hand. I have ordered the Quartermaster-General
to send off aU the superfluous stores, and the Commissaries
to hold themselvesin readiness to providefor the troopsat
Dobbs's Ferry and HaverstrawBay,

I have wrote to Colonel Hawkes Hay to have the road
altered at King's Ferry. I directed Colonel Tupper to send
up to that ferry all the spare boats. I had given orders for
collecting and scuttling all the boats before yoUI' Ex.cel-
lency's letter came to hand on the subject. Our numbers
are small for the duty we have to go through, but I hope our
exertions may be in some proportion to your Ex.cel1ency's
exp.ectation. Si-:,ty?r seventy sail of shipping from Frogg's
Pomt and Mornsanw, have fallen down the East River to
New- York.

In my next I will enclose YOIII'Excellency a return of
the stores of aU kinds at this post, and take your further
directions as to the disposition of them.

B~lieve me, dear General, to be your most obedient and
very humble servant,

N 'ATII L GREENE.

To his Excellency General Washington, at Whitc-Plains.

EXTUACT OF A LETTFR FROM FORT LEE, DATED NOVE)1BER
10,1776.

The enemy have not decamped, as was reported but are
s~ill at Dobb~' s Fcrry. Part of o~r Army. ha ve c~me this
sIde of the J'lver. General, 'Yashmgton wil1 cross to-day.
Deserters ?~n~rm the suspICIOns of the enemy's design to
pay us a VISItm the Jerseys; but the attempt is so danger-
ous, and so long delayed, that I can scarce!>.: believe it is
seriously in agitation. Yesterday Colonel ltIarraw's men
kill?d ,thirteen He~sia~s and ,a? officer, and stripped them.
ThIs bttle enterprIse gives Spirit to our men, and insensibly
reduces the number of the enemy. .

, GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL LEE.

SIR: The late movement of the enemy and the proba-
bility of their having designs upon the J~rseys, confirmed
by sundry accounts from deserters and prisoners renderinD'
it necessary to throw it body of troops over the N~rth R' °

GENERAL GREENE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. I Shall immediate.Jyfcollo . d th
. d f I A

wer,
w, an e cornman a tne rmy

. ~ort Lee, November 10, 1776~. which ~emains, after General HeatlL's division march13Sto
DEARSIR: Your Excellency s favour,by Co]onel Ifa~rt- Peekskzll, devol~ing upon YOII,I have to request,-

son, of the 8th, came to hand last evenmg. I am takmg That you wIll be Particularly attentive tha t II tl.
I

,
I d'

,
h

. a le
every measure m my power to oppose t le enemy s an mlJ', mtrenc lOa and other tools exce ptina tho se I' n I' m d ' t.f h

,.
I . ,

I J I '" °
,
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me Ia ~

I t ey attempt crosslOgtie J'lver IOta tIe erseys. have use, be O'ot toO'etherand delivered to tile Qu .t ~ t
b fi h d d d h '£r ' '"

0, al ermas er-.
a out ,ve un. r~ men posted a~ t e dluerent passes In the General, or Major Reed, who heretofore has been intrusted
moun tams fQI,t1fymg. About five hundred more aye march- with them.
ing fror;t .l}mboy, directly for Dobbs's, Ferry. General That yo~ will ~irect t~e commanding officer of ArtiJler
.ft-Iercer IS wIth me now. I shall send. hun up to take the to ex.ert hImself In havm g the Arm y Well su I' d '

Y
I
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cornman 0 t iese Im~e mte y. Jave Irec.te_ t \e en- mu~ket cartrIdges; for this purpose, a convenient place at
eral.to have every thlO$ removed out of t.he enemy s way, a dIstance should be fix.edon, that the business ma '0 onparticularly cattle, carnages, hay, and gram. The flour at uninterrupted._ Y g
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That no trps 00 who have been furnished with arms,
atcoutrements,or camp utensils, be suftered to depart the
camp before they have delivered them, either to the Com-
missary of Stores, or the Quartermaster-G eneral, or his
Assistant, as the case may be, taking receipts therefore, in
exoneration of those which they have passed. In a partic-
ular manner, let the tents be taken care of, and ,committed
to the Quartermaster-General's care.

A little time now must manifest the enemy's designs, and
point out to you measures propel' to be pursued by that part
of the Army under your command. I shall gi\'e no direc-
tions, therefore, on this head, having the most entire confi-
dence in yom judgment and military exertions. One thing,
however, I will suggest, namely: that as the appearance of
embarking t!'Oops for the Jerseys may be intended as a feint
to weaken us, and render the strong post we now hold more
vulnerable, or if they find that troops are assembled with
more expedition, and in greater numbers than they expected,
on the Jersey shore to oppose them ;-1 say, as it is possible,
from one or the other of these motives, they may yet pay the
Army under yom command a visit, it will be unnecessary,
I am persuaded, to recommend to you the propriety of put-
ting this post, if you stay at it~into a proper posture of defence,
and guarding against surprIses. But I would recommend
it to your consideration whether, under the suggestion above,
your retiring to Croton Bridge, and some strong post still
more easterly, (covering the passes through the Highlands,)
may not be more advisable than to run the hazard of an
attack with unequal numbers. At any rate, I think all
your baggage and stores, except such as are necessary for
immediate use, ought to be to the northward of Croton
nver.

In case of your removal from hence, I submit to the con-
sideration of yourself and the general officers with you, the
propriety of destroying the hay, to prevent the enemy from
reaping the benefit of it.

You will consider the post at Croton's (or Pine's) Bridge
as under your immediate care, as also that lately occupied
by General Parsons, and the other at Wright's Mill. The
first I am taught to believe is of consequence; the other
two can be of little use while the enemy hover about the
North River, and upon our right flank.

General Tf1ooster, from the State of Connecticut, and by
order of the Governour, with several regiments of Militia, are
now, I presume, in or about Stamford. They were t~ re-
ceive orders from me; of course they are to do it from you.
There are also some other regiments of Connecticut Militia,
who came out with General Saltonstall, and annexed to
General Parsons's brigade, and others which you must dis-
pose of as occasion and circumstances shall require; but as
by the late returns, many of those regiments are re~uced to
little more than a large company, I recommend the discharge
of all such supernumerary officers, and the others annexed
to some brigade.

As the season will soon oblige the enemy to betake them-
sel ves to. winter-quarters, and will not permit our troops to
remain much longer in tents, it may be well to conside-r in
time where magazines of provisions and forage should be
laid in for tbe Army on the east side Hudson's river.
Peekskill, or the neighbolll'hood, would, I should think, be
a very advantageous post for as many as can be supported
there: Croton Bridge may probably be another good
deposite, or some where more easterly, for the rest, as the
Commissary, Quartermaster, &c., may assist in pointing
out.

lt IIIay not be amiss to remind you, for it must (as it
ouO'ht to) have some influence on your deliberations and
me~sl1l'es, that the Massachusetts Militia stand released from
their contract the 17th this instant, and tbat the Connecti-
cut Militia are not engaged for any fixed period; and by
what I can learn, begin to grow very impatient to retUrn,
ff~W indeed of whom being left. If the enemy should
remove the whole, or the greatest part of tbeir force, to the
west side of Hudson's river, I have no doubt of your
following,with all possibledespatch,leavingtbe Militiaand
invalids to cover the frontiersof Connecticut, &c., in case of
need.

Given at Head-Quarters, near the White-Plains, this
10th day of November, 1i76.

Go. W ASIIlNGTON.
To Major-General Lee.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Head-Quarters, November 10tb, 1776"
SIR: I was yesterday favoured with a call from tbe gen-

tlemen appointed Commissioners from your State to arrange
your officers, and to adopt some line of conduct for recruit-
in~ the quota of men which you are to furnish. In discuss-
ing this subject, the gentlemen informed me that your
Assembly! to induce their men to inlist more readily into
the service, have passed a vote advancing theil' pay twenty
shillings per month over and above that allowed by Con-
gress. It is seldom that I interfere in the determinations of
any publick body, or venture to hold forth any opinion con-
trary to the decisions which they form; but upon this occa-
sion, and being requested by tbe Commissioners to give my
sentiments, I must take the liberty to mention, (especially as
the influence of that vote will be general and Continental,)
that <lccording to my ideas, and those of every general
officer I have consulted with, a more mistaken policy could
not have been adopted, or one that would, in its conse-
quences, more effectually prevent the great object Congress
have in view, and which the situation of our affairs so loudly
calls for, the levying of a new Army. That the advance
allowed by your State may be the means of raising your
own quota of m,en sooner than it otherwise would, perhaps
may be true; but when it is considered that it will be an
effectual bar to the other States raising their quotas-when
it is certain that if their quotas could be made up without
this advance coming to their knowledge; that the moment
they corne to act with troops who recei ve higher pay, that
jealousy, impatience, and mutiny, will immediately take
place, and occasion desertions, if not a total dissolution of the
Army,-it must be viewed in an injurious and fatal point of
light. That troops eml:}arkedin the same cause and doing
the same duties wiJlnot long act together with harmony,
for different pays, must be obvious to everyone. Expe-
rience has already proved it in this Army. Whether Con-
gress will take up the matter and make the advance general,
is what I cannot undertake to determine; but J conceive
there is little probability of it, as the addition of a suit of
clothes to the former pay of the privates was long debated
before it could be obtained.

I could enumerate many ill consequences which must
arise from the measure, whichare omittedforwantof oppor-
tunity. Those 1 have mentioned, I am persuaded, will
appeRr obvious to you upon reflection, and I trust, as they
were dictated by a firm regard to the service, that they
will not only have your attention, but your pardon.

I have the honour to be, in haste, sir, your most obedient
eIT~t

G ~
,

O. n ASHINGTON.
To Governour Tru';bull, Connecticut.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL KNOX.

SIR: As it is more than probable,(unlessGeneralHowe
should throw his whole force into the Jerseys and bend
his course towards Philadelphia,) that there wi]! scarce
be a junction of our troopsagain this season, it may be well
for you to consider of a propel'partitionof the fieldartillery,
artillerists, and stores for each service; and delay no time in
the arrangement and despatch of those destined for the
western side of Hudson's river.

With respect to yourself, I shall leave. it to your Own
choice to go over or stay; if you do not go, Co]onel Mason
must. Such stores as are necessary must be sent; and I
entreat that no time may be ]ost in fixing musket cartridges
for the use of the Army on the east side, whilsta sufficient
number are sent for the purpose of supplying that on the
west.

For other directions and orders in the line of your depart-
ment, I shan embrace some other opportunity. In the
mean time your own judgment will govern you; and I am
persuaded, sufficiently stimulate to the discharge of every
act by which the publick service can be benefited.

It is unnecessary to add, that if the Army of the enemy
should who]!y or pr"ettygeneraily throw themselves across
the North River, that General Lee is to follow.

Given at Head-Quarters, near the TVhite-Plains, this
10th day of November, 1776.

Go. WASHINGTON.
To Colonel Henry Knox, of Artillery.
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GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL MIFFr,IN.

Sm: As the period is fast approaching when part of this
Army will stand released from their engagements to serve
the publici" and little prospect remains of prevailing upon
them to stay longer, it becomes highly necessary for you in
time to set about a collection of (at least an inquiry after) the
tents and other stores which have been delivered from your
department, and see that they are carefully deposited in
some safe p]ace. The tents (all such, however, as want it)
are to be repaired, and put into the best order against
another season, as all other articles which may require the
like, and wiHadmit of it, also should.

Take, especially, care that all the intrenching too]s at the
different encampments not in immediate use, be all collected
and removed to some place of safety, or where Major-Gen-
eral Lee shaHdirect. I do not conceivethat there is occa-
sion to forward any with that part of the Army going to the
Jerseys; but of this you can be sati~fiedfi'om inquiry.

The uncertainty of the enemy's designs renders it almost
impossible to point out places, with any degree of propriety,
for magazines of forage, &c., dependent upon your depart-
ment. But as Peekskill, or the neighbourhood of it, is
considered as an important post, you cannot do amiss in
laying in plentifully at tbat place. And I should think
another deposit at Croton (or Pine's) Bridge, could not
be amiss, as it is represented to me as a post which ought
to be beld.

Time and circumstances may render furtber instl'Uctions
necessary; till wbich your own judgment, and General
Lee's orders, must be your government.

Given at Head-Qua(ters, near White-Plains, this 10th
November, 1776. G t' VO. f ASHINGTON.

To Brigadier-General j}li:fftin, Quartermaster-General, or
bis Assistant.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JOSEPH TRUMBULL.

Sm: The late movements of, and accounts from, the
enemy rendering it indispensably necessary that a body of
troopsshould be throwninto tbe Jerseys, it wm be incum-
bent on you to know how and in what manner tbey are to
be supplied.

This move of a considerable part of our force will of
course lessen the consumption of provisions at this side, and
enable you to increase your magazines with greater facility.
Where to point these out with precision, at this instant, I
know not, except at or rfear Peekskill, wbich, as a post of
importance, and contiguous to two garrisons, may well be
adopted as one place for a deposit, and I think near Croton
(or Pine's) Bridge may be considered -as another, as I am
taught to believe that tbis is also an important pass, and
necessary to be held.

My Pl'esent ideas are, that tbe other places for magazines
should be more easterly, at 01'near the other passes through
the Higblands. However, on this subject you will consult
General Lee, who will remain with tbe troops at or in the
neighbourhood of this camp for a while.

I should think it unadvisable to have more provisions or
stores in this camp than what may be necessaryto supply
the present wants of the troops, as /i'om the scarcity of teams
it bas been found extremely difficult to have even the tents
and the necessary baggage of the Army removed upon any
emergency, however urgent.

In case the enemy should make a pretty general remove
to the Jerseys, tbat part of the Army under General Lee
will more than probably follow, notice of which I now
give.

Given at Head-Quarters, near the White-Plains, this
10th day of November, 1776.

Go. \V ASHINGTON.

To Joseph Trumbull, Esq., Comm'y Gen'l Provisions.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO EZEKIEL CHEEVER.

SIR: As tbe Army (at least part of it) is near the period
of its dissolution, you are to exert yourself to the utmost in
recovering all the arms and other stores which have been
issued by you to the several corps (whether Continental or
Militia) in the service of the United States. Such of the
arms as are unserviceable and cannot be repaired by the

armourers of the Army, are to be packed'in chests with an
inventory thereof, and numbered, in order that they may be
sent to tbe Board of War at Philadelphia, or delivered to
.their order, for tbe purpose of repair.

All the other stores are to be deposited in careful order
in some safe place near tbe winter-quarters of tbe troops, on
the east side of Hudson's River, comprehendingtbe stores
taken from them.

You will remain on this side (that is the east side) ti1l
furtber orders, and be particularly attentive to the above
directions. I sbaH appoint some person to do this duty on
the west side of the river, whom you are to furnish with a
list of such articles as the troops there have drawn from
you.

Give particular attention to the makers of cartridges, that
there may be no want of this article; and as a part of the
Army are removing to the Jerseys, under the supposition
that tbe enemy are bending their course that way, consult
with Colonel Knox on the stores necessary for their use, and
see tbey are forwarded.

It is unnecessary to add that the troops under General.
Lee will also cross Hudson's River, if it ~hou]dbe neces-
sary, in consequence of the enemy's throwing, their force
over.

Given at Head-Quarters, near the White-Plains, this
10th day of November, 1776.

Go. WASHINGTON.

To Ezekiel Cheever, Esq., Comm'y of Military Stores.

GENERAL MIFFLIN TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Rearl12th.]

Peekskill, November 10, 1776,8 o'clock A. M.
My DEARSIR: This morning at four o'clock an express

passed this town with despatches from the honourable Con-
vention of New- York to his Excel1ency General Washing-
ton, at White-Plains. The express produced a copy of a

.Ietter from the Committee of Albany to the Convention,
whicb letter mentioned in most positive terms the evacuation
of Crown-Point by the enemy, and the retreat of General
Carleton with bis whole force to Quebeck. The enemy left
Crown-Point on }}londay, the 28th of October.

I am, sir, with much friendship, your obedient servant,
THOMAS MIFFLIN.

The Hon. John Hancock, Esq., Philadelphia.
.P. S. General Lord Stirling passed King's Ferry yes-

terday afternoon to New-Jersey, with twelve hundred men.
Colonel Hand is now embarking for Jersey with one tbou-
sand; General Bell with seventeen hundred is bere and
preparing to embark; the whole under the command of
General Putnam. General Washington is expected here
this morning. The enemy's main body was encamped yes-
terday between Dobbs's Ferry and Colone] Phillips's Mills.
If they attempt any tbing in New-Jersey we shaH be able
to face them, and I trust drub them. .

LORD STIRLING TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Haverstraw, November 10, 1776.

l\h DEAR GENERAL: I got to the landing-placeyester-
day afternoon,with Haslet's, Miles's, and part of Weedon's
with our artillery; tbe remainder arrived in the nicrht and
are now landing. The landing-place is very inconve~ie~t, as
at half tide the vessels are obliged to lay at the distance of
five or six hundred yards from the shore, which makes
tedious work with tbe few boats that are here; besides it is
open to any insult the enemy is pleased to commit. About
hal~ a ~i]e further n~rtb, and a? tbe north side of Stony
Pomt, IS a good landmg place III deep water, and easily
secured, by placing two pieces of cannon on tbe end of the
point. It will require about half a mile of new road, and a
short causeway, and a small bridge.

I hope to be able to march this'mornincr. I have ordered
a scouting party to advance ahead, and ~hundred men to
possessa gap in tbe mouQtainjust aboveKease's Landing
which it commands. Through tbis gap tbe road passes. Th;
next landing is at a place called Naiak, below the moun-
tains ?f Verdrietiga Hook, ~ut tbey will not, I thin.k, risk
a landmg ~here, as the roads IScommanded by a long chain
of mountams.
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The great pasS'throughthe Highhmdslies fourteenmiles
back from thtJ river, and will best be supported with troops
(rom Tappan; and on consulting Genera] Greene, a proper
body of troops will be sent there; but at present the first
Qbject is to prevent their landing, and therefore I shall
ba.)OtenOilto those places where it is most likely they will
attempt it.

I find General Greene has posted five hundred men with
foul' pieces of cannOn and one howitz at Dobbs's Ferry,
and that I qeli,evewili be sufficient to defeC\tany designs
they may h\lve there.

I am your ExceUency's most obedient, humble servC\nt,
STIRLING.

His Excellency General Washington.

ROBERT BOYD, JUN., TO PIERRE VAN CORTLANDT.

New-Windsor, 10th November, 1776.

SIR: This will be handed you per 1\11'.lUcClaughry,
who hC\thin his possession under guard, whom he will also
deliver to you or order, two certain felons, named, by their
information, Henry Vank and James Briggs, who were
apprehended in this place yesterday by Messrs. Jackson
and Holliday, two of the members of this Committee, for
passing false money. It apptJars that a three-dollar bill
of the emission of this State, dated 2d September, '75, is
altered into a thirty-dollar bilJ, and as such passed it.o It
is now in the hands of one of the above gentlemen, who
you may call on whenever you shall want full proof of the
matter.

I am, sir, with much esteem and due respect, your very
humble servant, J? ' B J~~(W T OYD, un.

'fo Co]onel Pierre Va,n C~rtlandt, Esq., President, in
.

Committee of Safety, Fishkill.

GENERAL sC.~UYLER TO GENERAL GATES..

Alb!lny, Novernbe.r 10, 1776.

DEA~ GE:NEJHL':Yesterday a member of the Conven-
tion of this State, immediately from F~hkill, informed us
that the enemy had retrea.ted to.New- York Islanrl. This
story comes so straight that J have very little doubt of the
truth of it. It was even said that they had ordered all the
forage which they had collected on Long-Island to be em-
barked, and that these movements were occasioned,by SQme
bad news they had received, bad to them, but I hope good
to us.

Colonel Dayton's father is dead, and h~<;presence much
wanted at home. Will you be so good as to inform him that
he may return to Jersey whenever he pleases?

Pray order all the storekeepers to make returns to the
Paymaster-Genera1, or bis deputy, of all c10thing and stores
that have been delivered to them, that proper stoppages
may be made agreeable to the resolutions of Congress.

You will also please to order that all the arms belonging
to the United States, and in the hands of sllch corps whose
term of inlistment is expired, be lodged in the hands of the
conductors. Several of the Pennsylvania and Jersey troops
have drawn arms at this place.

- I am, dear General, affectionately)'ours, &cc.,&cc.,
Pu. SCHQY,I,.ER,.

General Gates.

A List of sicle Officers and Soldiers at STAMFORI), CONNEC- ,
TICUT, recommended for discharge as are unfit for any
further service for the present campai[Jn, agreeable to in-
structions from Dr. J. MOR.GAN,Dtrector-General, by
PHILIP TURNER, Esq., Surgeon of the General Hospital.

Of Colonel TROOP'S J:legimenf.

Amaziah Spencer, Daniel Morgan, Enoz M\lrtlll K~IIog,
Daniel Spencer, Wm. Skinner, Gideon Nolton,
Caleb Gates, Isaac Higgins, Niles Taylor.
'1:h.ol\'lasB~oo1rs,

.

Colonel STORER'S.
Joshua Parker, Edmund Conant,
Isaac Palmer, John Thompson,
Stepben Fuller, Ensign Jo"Palmer,
James Spaulden, Elias Palmer,
Josillh CoIlins, James While;

Lieut. John Kingsly,
Capt. Wm. Wilson,
Samuel Fuller,
S~iriuel Turner,
JonathalJ punham,
Phineas Turner,
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Colon.el WM. DOUGLASS'S.
Eliph&1etLeadinglon, Elam Luddington.

Major ZABDIEL ROGERS'S.

Christopher Frink, Ebenezer Jones, Levi Gager,
Elijah Huntington, Joho Prior, John Munsell,
faul Harvey, Abner Smith, Jesse W oodW01;th,
Daniel Rosse, Jo. Hyde, James CWcker
Jedediah Palmer,

Colonel BALDWIN'S.

Hail Burbank.

Colonel CRESTER'S.
Benjamin Carpenter, braeI Clj.rpent~r.

ColQnel SERGEANT'S.

Josiah Lee, Pbinehas Cady,
John Troy, Elnathan Jones,
Caleb Leach, Caleb Bridg!;!,
Asa Huntley, Lewis Wood.

Colonel WYLI,YS'S.

Jonah Riseing, Ebenezer Demmock,
Enos Blal>ely, William Ros!;!,
Rossell Webst~r, John Tyler,
Ashble Gridley, Noah Owen,
Enos Hull, EJijah Messenger,
Ephraim Hurford, John Steadman,
Jonatban Clark, Samuel Killburn,
Comfort Goff, Amaza ChapmlJ.n,
Levi West, WiJIiam Nobles,
Ezra Rowe, Da.n(el Warn~r,
John Rowe, Jonah Gates.

Captain DOUGLASS'S.

Comfort Slack, Lieutenant Parka.

Colonel HOJtSFOJtD'S.
Captain Ephraim Carpenter.

Cownel SELDEN'S.
B~njaminMain, EUsha Fitch,
Joshlla Holmes, E;os.;fohnWiIlialJls.

Colonel SAGE'S.
Josiah Wood, Lieut. Dayid I:'atten.

The above-named, from amongst several hundr~d per-
sons, already examined under the denomination of sick men
are thought a burden tQ the service, unfit for duty the pre:
sent campaign, and recommended for a discharge to me by
Dr. Philip Turner, Esq., Surgeon of the General Hospital,
in whose judgment I can trust, and on whose integrity I
can rely. I therefore report them to your Excellency as
proper persons, (or a. di$Charge.

November 10, 1776.

Phinehas Downing,

Levi Fuller,
Jobn Willdship,
William Briton,
Joseph Blanchard,
Thomas Bruce,

Colonel PRESCOTT'S.

Jobn Brown,
Jonatha.n Conneck,
D!l.vid Sawyer,
John Patten,
Phioehas Gage,
Peter Davis,

1chabod Johnson,
Jonathan Trask,
Thomas. CarneJ,
Jo. Willson,
Josiah Carter,

Peter Willey,
Jmnes Swift,
Robert Williams,
Ephraim Camel,
William Miller,
Ricbard Miner,
Andrew Palmer,
Josiah Paugheage,
John Udffen,
Reuben .Wright,

Colonel TYLER'S.
Pbinehas Smith,
Christopher Foster,
Malacbl Wilkason,
Daniel Willard,
Zoath Tucker,
Natl\fln Miller,
WilJiamLester,
Timothy Donalds,
LenlUel La.ttimer,

Colonel HUNTINGTON'S.

Ebenezer Armstrong,
Demas Warner,
Hezekiah Brunson,
John Warren,
l)u,<id Fanning,
Samuel F'u[]er,.

Colonel SMITH'S.
Capt. Ralph Stoddard, Charles Randle,
Capt. Hubbard Bur- James Mills,

~ows, Elijah Phillips,
Dennison Avery, James Morgan,
David Baker, John Barber,

Colonel WARD'S.

Robert Clark,
Stephen Ransom,
John Ferrein,
Ludwick Hotchkiss,
Joseph Bo!!,rqman,
Abel Wasbings,

James Burnet,
Daniel North,.
Joseph Keeney,
WiJ\jam Hilton,
Ale.xl1.pder Glover,
James Davis,

Richard W oodron,
Joshua Wmiams,_
Eenjamin Burrows,
Elijah Hacket,
JOhn Blackman,

Gideon Cole,
Justice Blynn,
Allen Bidwell,
Charles Riley,
Samuel Lucas,
Josiah Hubbard,
Jonathan Tinker,
John Hurst,
Rdward Foster,
Eleazer Whipple,
Charles Kent,

James Dickson,

Daniel Hillyard,
ZeRo Dlldle):,

Jesse Jones,
Paul Thomas,
Amos Brooks,
Isaac Green,
William Gorse.

Thomas Lyon,
Abijah Morse,
Thomas Croseman,
David Occom,
John Williams,
Rich!lrd Grllnt,
Elijah Wilcox,
Elisha Wright,
Jeduthan Herd.

Solomon In~ham,
Elisha Messenger,
Joseph Lines,
Aaron Carpenter,
E;liphalet Abbey.

John Belwe,
James York,
James Carter,
Daniel Prentice.

Natbaniel WashbQne,
Edward Goddart,
N a,sh MitcheU,
David Searle,
EliphaletTayIer.

JOHN MORGAN,

Director-Genem[ of the Hospital, ~c.

To His Excellency George Washington, Esq.
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EXTRACT OF' A LETTER ]\ECEIVED IN LONDON, DATED DOVER,

ENGLAND, NOVEMBER 11, 1776.

Arrived the Georgiana, Kentish, from Bluesfields, in
Jamaica, after a passage of thirteen weeks and four days,
under convoy of the Pallas frigate, the Hon. Captain
Cornwallis, with a fleet of about one hundred sail of ships.
On the 18th of September, in latitude 31° 47', longitude
'75°, the Pallas made sail,and was out of sightof said ship
se\'enteen days after. On the 5th of October,the Geor-
giana was chased, and taken by an American brig-of-
war, called the Cabot, Captain Hinman, mounting fourteen
six-pounders, as many swivels, and one hundred and fifty
men. After being plundered of all their arms, powder, and
as much sugar, rum, cotton, &c., as the Americans could
convenientlv get out, they put on board the officers and
seamen belonging to the under-mentioned ships, prizes
which they bad taken, viz: the Westmoreland, Hore, from
Jamaica to London; the Lowther, Cowman, from ditto to
ditto; on the 21th of September, in latitude 41° 30' N.,
longitude 45°: the Esther, Harvey, from ditto"to ditto; the
brig Watson, Pearson, from ditto to Liverpool; and the
Clarendon, Denniston, from ditto to Glasgow; on the 2d of
October, in latitude {to N., longitude 45°. They sent on
board for the maintenance of the people three barrels of
pork, two hundred weight of bread, and two puncheonS'
of water, which were not sufficient,as they have been at
very short aJlowanceever since partingfromthe Americtpt
pirates, which was the next day. Captain Kentish spoke
with the Betsey, Angus, from Jamaica, off &ill!l, who
spared him some bread and water, or they must all have
perished.

EXTRACT OF' A LeTTER RECEIVED IN LONDOI'(, DATE:{) SOUTH-

HAMPTON, (ENGLAND,) NOVEMBeR 11,1716.

"

The brig Kingston, Captain Reveness, is this day arrived
in fourteendays from"Oporto, and brings advice of the
arrival there of the brig Ceres, Captain Squires, in seven
days from Bilboa, and that sixteen sail of American pri-
vateers were there, one of which had taken five sail of
English ships on her passage thither, among them was the
Susanna, Crawford, from Oporto forLondon, lately men-
tioned. The day Captain Reveness sailed from Oporto,
an express arrived there from his Majesty's Consul at the
Groyne, setting forth that four American privateers were
then in the harbour of Ferrol, supplying themselves for a
cruise. The same day the post from Lisbon brought advice
that a schooner of eighteen guns, sailing extraordinary fast,
had taken "evera! vessels near the Rock, one of them, a brig
laden with corn, after having taken the pilot on board.
Their colours are a red field with thirteen stripes, where
our union is placed, denoting the united rebeIlious Colonies.

MARINE COMllfI'1''i'El!: TO CAPTAIN WARN}~R.

Philadelphia, November II, 1776.

Sm: We have received intelligence that our enemies at
New- York are about to embark fifteen thousand men on
board their transports, but where they are bound remains to
be found out. The station assigned you makes it probable
that we may best discover their destination by your means,
for it will be impossible this fleet of transports can get out
of Sandy Hook without your seeing them; and we par-
ticularly direct YOll to take such stationaswill prevent a
probability of their passing you unseen. The Wasp must
act in conjunction with you, and for that purpose you will
concert with LieutenantBaldwin what is best to be done, and
give him orders accordingly. When you discover this fleet,
watch their motions, and the moment they get out to sea
and shape their course, send your boat on shore with a letter
to be despatched by express, informing Us what course they
steer, how many sail they consist of, if you can ascertain
their numbers, and how many ships-of-war attend them.
We expect tbis letter will be sent off to you by Mr. James
Searle, who is at Shrewsbury, and he will either receive
your letters and send them oft'to us by express or get some
proper person to do it. If this fleet steer to the southward,
either the Fly or Wasp, which ever sails fastest, must pre-
cede the fleet, keeping in shore and ahead of them; and if
you find they are. bound into the Capes of Delaware, run
into"some of the mlets on the Jersey shore, and send one of

yoln officers or some prdp"erpetson to usinstantIy with an
account thereof. The dullest sailet of the Fly 0'1' Wasp
must follow after this fleet, and watch their motions, and
whenever you make discovery of their destination, so as to
know it with certainty, put in for the land and send us in-
formation by express. Thqs you must watch this fleet, one
before and the other after them, until you can inform us
where they are bound. Shouldthey go for ChesapeakeBay,
put into some of the inlets on the coast and give advice to
the Council of Safety of Virginia and Maryland by express.
If they go for North-Carolina, South-Carolina, or Georgia,
observe the same cOli duct, and if they go to the northward
do the like. In short, we think you may, by a spirited
execution of these orders, prevent thel11from coming by
surprise upon any part of this Continent, and be assured
you cantiot recommend yourself more effectually to our
friendship. If you could find an (}PPol"tunity of attacking
and taking one of the fleet on their coming out it might be"
the means of giving liS am pIe intelligence: in such case send
all the papers and prisoners here expeditiously.

We are, sir, your humble servants.

Captain Elisha Watnei'.

ROBERT OGDEN TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Elizabeth-TowlI, 11th November, 1776.

SIR: As I cannot at present, without the grea.test diffi-
culty, have access to Colonel Trumbull, Commissary, under
whom I act, therefore send my son, the bearer, on porpbse
to get salt to supply my troops in my department. For pat'"
ticulars refer YOllto him. The disappointments I have met
with in not getting that article, the necessity of an imme;.'
diate supply, or the troops must suffer, fat which reasons I
don't doubt but you wiII give him all the assistance in your
power, which will promote the intere:gt of the common'
cause,and greatly oblige, honourable sir, your mas-t obedient,
humble serV"ant, R 0., OBERT GDEN.

The Honourable John Hancock.

GENERAL GRE~NE TO GENERAL W ASIitNGTO#;

Fort Lee, November 11, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: By Justice Mercerelfu~ of Staten-Island,
I am informed tbat ten thousand troops em~~rked on hoard
of a number of transports day before yesterday; Lord
Dunmore was to command, and that they wete bound for
South-Carolina. A large number of transports wel'~ geninO'
ready to sail for En!(land for stores. Mercel'eau says that
he saw a man from York yesterday, that informed him
he had been employed in constructing a number of gondolas-
to carry one eighteen-pounder; the gondolas are to be em-"
played in fetching hay ~ro?1Newark Meadows. The Light
Horse, he says, are perlshmg for waht of hay.

ftfercereau further informs me, by the way of General
Williamson, that ollr prisoners in the city are perishing for'

"want of sllstenance, having only half allowance o~ bread
and water. They are reduced to the necessity to beg, and'
instead of receiving any charity, are called damned Rebels,
and told their fare is good enough, and that they had no
business to burn the grain on Long-Island.

This moment came to hand a larITe number of letters
from the prisoners of New- York, se~eral to your Ex.cel-
lency. They came out by the way of l\tlount Washington;
the enemy remains quiet there this afternoon.

I am, dear General, your most obedient and very humble
servant, . ". NATH. GREENE:;

To His Excellency GeneralWashington,at White-Plains.
HEAD-Q,UAIlTEns, Novbnber 13, 1776.-This letter was opened by"

Gelleral L£e. , JOHN S.EUSTACE,.11.D. C.

G;E~ERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF COiWRESS.
[Read 15th.]

Peekskill, November 11, 1776.

SIR: I have only time to acknowledge the honour of your
letter of the 5th instant, and its several enclosures, and to
inform you that, agreeable to the resolves of Congress, I shalf
use every measure in my power that the moving and presliJnr
confused state of the Army will admit of, for to appoint
officers for recl'Uiting. You will have been advised befor~
this of the arrival ()f Commissioners from the Massachusetts j'
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others have come from Connecticut; but from the present
~ppearance of tbings, we seem but little if any nearer levy-
mg an Army.

~. had anticipated the resolve respecting the Militia, by
wntmg to the Eastern States and to the Jersey, by the advice
of my General Officersand from a consciousnessof the
necessity of getting in a number of men if possible to keep
up the appearance of an Army. How my applications
will succeed the event must determine. I have little or no
reason to expect that the Militia now here will remain a
day longer than the time they first engaged for. I have
recommended their stay, and requested it in general orders.
General Lincoln and the Massachusetts Commissioners are
using their interest with those from that State; but as far as
I can judge we cannot rely on their staying.

I left White-Plains about eleven o'clock yesterday; all
peace there. The enemy appeared to be preparing for their
eKpeditionto Jersey, according to every information. What
their designs are, or whether their present conduct is not a
feint, I cannot determine. The Maryland and Virginia
troops under Lord Stirling have crossed the river, as have
those from the Jersey; the remainder are now embarkinO".
The troops judged necessary to secure the several posts
thl'Ough the Highlands have also got up. I am goinO"to
examine the passes, and direct such works as may appear
necessary; after which, and making the best disposition I
can of things in this quarter, I intend to proceed to Jersey,
which I expect to do to-morrow.

The Assembliesof ltlassachusetts and Connecticut, to
induce their men more readily to engage in the servi~e, have
voted an advance pay of twenty shillings per month in addi-

_tion to that allowed by Congress to privates. It may per-
haps be the meansof their levyingthe quotasexacted from
them sooner than they could otherwise be raised, but I am
of opinion a more fatal or mistaken policy could not have
entered their counsels, or one more detrimental to the general
cause. The influence of the vote will become Continental,
and materially affect the other States in making up their
levies. If they could do it, I am certain when the troops
come to act together, that jealousy, impatience, and mutiny,
would necessarily arise. A different pay cannot exist in the
same Army. The reasons are obvious, and experience has
proved their force in the case of the Eastern and Southern
troops last spring. Sensible of this, and of the pernicious
consequences that would inevitably result from the advance,
I have pre,vented the Commissioners from proceedinO"or
publishing their terms till they could obtain the sen:e of
Congress upon the subject, and remonstrated against it in a
letter to Governour Trumbull. I am not singular in opinion:
I have the concurrence of all the General Officers of its fatal
tendency.

I congratulate you and Congress upon the news from
Ticonderoga, and that General Carleton and his Army have
been obliged to return to Canada without attempting any
thing.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your
JPost obedient servant,

Go. WASHINGTON.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head-Quarters, White-Plains, November 7th, 1776.
(Parole, Dedham.) (Countersign, Newb..TY.)

The Colonels, or commanding officers of regiments, are
immediately to parade their men, examine the state of their
regiments, and make out their pay aBstmcts in a careful,
correct manner, for the month of September.

General Wadsworth's brigade to be in readiness to remove
in a short notice to the ground on which Lord Stirling is
posted. Colonel Silliman. to take charge of the brigade
during General Wadsworth's illness.

The General Officers, Colonels, and commanding officers
of regiments, are again called upon to examine the bagO'a'cre
of the troops under marchingorders; to take care that tbe
tentsand sparearmsof the regimentare first put into the
wagons, and then the proper baggage of the regiment. No
chairs, tables, heavy chests, or lumber of a[lY kind, to be
put in, as it will certainly be thrown off and left.

No officer of any rank is to meddle with a waO"on or cart
appropriated for any other regiment, or publicku~e, as they
wish to avoid confusion, and injuring the service.

Head-Quarters, White-Plains, November 8th, 1776.
(Parole, Philadelphia.) (Countersign, Portsmo..th.)

The Court Martial of which General McDougall is Pre-
sident, to sit immediately for the trial of lVlajorAustin, in
arrest, upon charge of" burning the housesat White-Plains,
contrary to generalorders."

Colonel Graham and Captain Gerrish, tried by a Court
Martial whereof General McDougall was President, for
misbehaviour upon the approach of the enemy, are ac-
quitted.

Captain Poole, of Colonel Cary's regiment, and General
Fellows's brigade, tried by the same Court Martial, and con-
victed of shamefully abandoning his post, ordered to be
cashiered.

The General approves each of the above sentences, orders
the former to join their regiments, and the latter to depart
the Army immediately.

Head-Quarters, White-Plains, November 9th, 1776.
(Parole,-.) (Countersign,-.)
The General desires that all Colonels and commandinO"

officers of regiments, will be particuJarly attentive that n~
discharged men, or men whose times have, or are about to
expire, be suffered to carry off any arms, camp-kettles, uten-
sils, or any other kind of stores, which belong to the publick;
but that the whole be carefully delivered to the Quartermas-
ter-General (or his Assistants) or to the Commissary of
Stores, as the case may be, taking receipts therefor, in dis-
charge of those they have passed for the delivery, in behalf
of the corps they respectively belong to.

Head-Quarters, White-Plains, November 10th, 1776.
(Parole,North-CastZe.) (Countel'Hign,Bedford.)

Such officers as ha ve been commissioned by the different
States for the new Army, are immediately to set about
recruiting from the troops of such State only, upon the fol-
lowing terms: Twenty dollars bounty, a suit of clothes,
one hundred acres of land. The same pay and rations as
are now given. The service to continue during the present
contest with Great Britain.

Such ample encouragement, it is not doubted, will induce
every true lover of his country to engage in its defence, to
preserve it from the horrours of slavery and the desolation
of a cruel and barbarous enemy. No boys (under the idea
of waiters ~r otherwise) or old men to be inlisted; if they
are, they wIll be returned on the hands of the officer, with-
out any allo~ance for any expense he may be at.

COLONEL H. B. LIVINGSTON TO THE NEW-YORK COMMITTEE
OF ARRANGEMENT.

Fishkills, 11th November, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Should it be thought proper to honour me
with the command of a regiment, in order to its being
tolerably well officered I must beg leave to recommend to
your notice the followingofficers,who I am of opinion are
qualified for the commissions set opposite their names. If
you, gentlemen, should be of the same opinion, I should be
happy to see them in those stations: Major Peter Schuyler,
Lieutenant-Colonel; Major , fifth Brigade-Major
to Ge~e~l Scott, a Major; ~aptain Sacket, a Captain
to Grifin s company; Captam Rosekrans and Captain
Davis continued; Lieutenant Jonathan Titus, an old officer,
and Lieutenant Israel Smith, Captains in case of vacancies;
Lieutena.nt Ge~rge Smith,. to be a First Lieutenant, a worthy
officer of.approved resolutIOn; Woolsey, a volunteer
in the excursion to Long-Island, a Lieutenant if possible, if
not, an Ensign. A Surgeon, an Adjutant, a Quartermas-
ter and Chaplain, will be much wanted, none havinO' been
appointed to the regiment I now serve in.

0

I remain, gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant. 'HENRY B. LIVINGSTON,Lzeutenant-Colonel.
To the Gentlemen of tbe Committee of Arrangement.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 18: Referred to Board of War.]
Albany, Novemher 11th, 1776.

SIR: I am just informed by a letter from General Gates
that on Tuesday, the 4th instant, tht)re was not the lea.sf
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sign of any enemy f("'~ymiles north of Crowll-pqint. Tbat
from the inrOrrnll.tionof th~ inha~itants, who daily resort to
Ticond(;~og(l, and otber circ\l~stances, there is r~aso~ to
believe th"t the enemy have m good earnest re~lred ~nto
winter-quarters. General Gate,s has sent a flag, with LIeu-
tenant Evans, to Canada, by the relurn of which he will
probably learn what is becQnwof th\:Jenemy; and I have
desired him, as soon as he has full inrormation that they are

g?n~ into winter-quarters, to send our A~'my to :heirs. Tbis
dlstnbution I have nl\lde, Congress will see m a letter of
mine to Messrs. Stockdm <l.ndClymer.

.
General Gates presses me much for money. In my I,ast

I mentioned to what (Jur chest was reduced, haIr of wlllcb
is ordered to Ticonderoga and the other half will be ex-
pended in a very few days.
- I am, sir, with every sentiment of respect, your m05tobe-
dient, humble servant, PH. SCHUYLER.
To the Honourable John Hancock.

GtNER~L SCHUyLER TO GE;NJj:RAL WASHINGTON.
Albany, November 11, 177G,

DEAR SIR: On Tuesday, the 4th instant, no sign or the
enemy was SeeJl forty miles north of Crown-Point. Gene-
ral Gate,s has sent a flag, with Lieutenant EL'ans, by the
return of which, he will kpow if the enemy are really gone
into winter-quarters; if S9 w~ shall do the like. I am ip
hopes that in three weeks, at farthe~t, ~e shall h~ve b<lrracks.
sufficient for what troops may remam m the servICe. I pro-
pose twenty-five hundred at Ticonderoga and Mount Inde-
pendence, one hundred at Skenesborough, one hundred at
Fort Ann, four hundred at Fort George, one thousand at
Saratoga, five hundred in tltis place, five hundred in Sche-
nectady, about one hundred at John.s- Town, one hundred at
Fort Dayton, an~ four hundred at Fort Schuyler. I hope
this disposition of the troops will be agreeable to your
Excellency.

Congress bas referred to me, for approbation or disappro~
bation, the proceedings of the Court Martial on Colonel
Campbell. General Gates informs me that they are sent
to YOUI'Excellency. Will you be pleased to order them to
be transmitted to me?

I am, dear sir, very affectionately, and with perfect es-
teem, your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,

PH. SCHUYLER.

His Excellency General Wasfrington, &c., &c.

GJ;:NER.\L SCHUYLER TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Albany, November ]lth, 17i6,

SJR: We have reason to believe that the enemy will give
us no farther trouble, until another campaign takes place,
as on Tuesday, the 4th instant, not the sign of any was to be
seen on Lake Cltamplain, forty miles beyond Crown-Point.
Measures are taken to know with certainty if they are retired
into wiIHer-quarters; and if the intelligence we expect con-
firms our belief that they are, we shall then immediately do
tbe same, leaving a garrison of twenty-five hundred at
Ticonderoga, four hundred at Fort George, one hundred at
Skenesborouglt, one hundred at Fort Aim, four hundred at
Fort Edward, one thousand at Saratoga, about foul' hun-
dred in this place, five hundred at SChenectady, two hundred
at Johns-Town, two hundred at Fort Dayton, and foUl'
hundred at FQrt SChuyler. This disposition of the Army,
I hope will meet the approbation of Convention. My
reason for keeping them in this quarter is that they will be
at hand should the enemy attempt a winter expedition,
which it is probable they may do, as they can procure a
sufficiency of carriage in Canada to transport their provi-
sions and baggage.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient, humble
servant, PH. SCHUYLER.

Honourable President of Convention of New- York.

Hartford, November 11, 1776.

By letters from lJlount Independence of a late date, we
are informed that on the 28th of October a large body of the
enemy appeared in boats coming down the lake, who soon
after landed, to the number of aboutfour thousand, on Three-
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Mile,Point, in full view of Mount lndependence; soon after
which two or three boats CamedO\ynfrom the main pOlly,to
rec~nnoitre and view the boom which our people ha\'e fixed
across the lake from the old Frencl~ lines to the eastern shore
to prevent their shipping /i'om approaching our fortifications;
one of which boats came so near as to be within reach of
our cannon, when she was so warmly fired upon from one of
our redoubts, that sbe was obliged to quit her station, with
the loss of one man killed and several wounded. In the
evening after they landed they retired out of our sight, and
by a gentleman from Albany, who came to town on Satur-
day last, we are told that the whole Army under Gen~ral
Burgoyne bave left the above place, as well as Crown-Pomt;
but what route they have taken is not known.

M, LO'rBlNIERE TO D~. FR,\NKL1N.

Chatain, au Cap Cod, 11Novembre, 1n6.

MONSIEUR: Me voici en fin !lU comble de mes souhait,
puisque depuis deux jours je suis sur votre continent, et a
rneme de pouvoir parvenir jusqu'a vous sous pell it Phila-
delphie, sans avail' it courir les risques que j'ai couru depuis
mon depart de St. Pierre, ainsi que vaus Ie pourrez voir-en
parcollrant la lettre cy-jointe pour mon fils. Je vous aurai,
monsieur, la plus grande obligation de vouloir bien la lui
faire remettre Ie plutost possible, dans la supposition toute-
fois au il soit encore dans vas provinces, autrement je yOUS
prierois de va us la reserveI' jusqu'a ce que j'aie I'honneur
de vous voir; et dans Ie cas au il fut encore avec vous, j'es-
pere qUe vous aurez ]a bonte de Ie faire venir a Pltiladelphie
pOlll' Ie tems ou je pourrai m'y rendre.

J'ai sejourne it Paris et Versailles plus de deux mois,
avant de me porter a St. Z~falo,d'ouj'ai pris man embarque-
ment pour St. Pierre de Miqudl)n. J'ai eu pendapt ce
sejour nombre de conferences avec 1\'1.de Vergennes, Min-
istre des Affaires Etrangeres, ainsi qu'avec d'autres person-
narres importans en France, que m'ont pam prendre con-
sta~ment Ie plus vif interet it la reu&site de votre calJse.
Je puis meme vaus assurer que la chose alloit au point,
qu'il eut semble qu'elle les affectoit plus que lr~ur propres
aft.'1ires; mais c'est Ce dont nous nous entretiendrons plus
au long, pendant ITIOnsejour it .Philadep'hic.,. .
. Je ne vous cache pas, Monsleur, que Je deSJrerOlS beau,.
coup Ie reste de ma famille avec vous a. present, je serois
dans Ie cas d'agir beaucoup plus ouvertement, que je ne Ie
pourrai jusqu'it ce que j'aie tire Made. de Lotbinicl"e ,et ma
fille du pais au elles sont au moment; et pour y parvemr plus
promtement, man idee seroit de faire passer de suite man
fils en Canada, moi tenant sa place tant qu'il seroit absent,
qui muoi des instructions que nous pomrons lui donner,
parviendra peut-ttre it nous les amener promtement: en
attendant VOIlSdevez croire, par ]e zele que vous m'ave;IJ
connU pour Ia cause commune, que je ne m'epat'gnerai pas
sur Ie conseil, d'apres les connoissances que j'ai des lieux
sur Iesquels il me semble que vous devez diriger toutes vas
vues, aussitost que vaus aurez reduit l'ennemi que vaus ave?:
en face a ne pauvoir plus agil' offensivement; et comme il
vous reste bien peu de tems pour voir finir lacampagne, je
croirois que vous n'a vez rien de mieux it Caireavec cet et~-
nemi, que de Ie resserer Ie plus que vaus Ie pourrez, malS
de n'engager aVeC]ui aucune affaire generale; qui, perdue,
diviseroit toute votre armee Sans esperance de la pouvoir
rassembler a tems, it fui de prevenir ladesunion, que je
n'apper~ois desza que ,trop d,ansla ~o]onie~ctueJe~lCLlt,at.t~-
quee, par Ie peu que Ian m en a d1t depUls que Je SUlSIC1,
sur laquelle je savois des LOlldres qu'on comptoit pour ne
pas dire qu'on ene(ait dcs)'a certain, et qui je ]e crois a
decide Ie projet d'altaque: il vous est necessaire plus que
jamais, je Ie pense, de \'OUSconduire it la Fqoius, poussaut
toujours vas vivres derriere VaLIS,et devastant Ie pays que
vous abandonne; par ce moyen vaus etas certains de Con-
sommeI' votre ennemi, qui ne pouvant se raffi'aichir ni 5e
recruter dans votre pais, se reduira dans Ie cours de l'hiver
it ul) nDmbre bien peu respectable; et vous savez mieux
que moi, qu'il est impossible a l'Angletel're de fournir Une
seconde armel', it une depense aussi .exbOl'bitant~ que

- cel1e-ci.
J'aurois bien souh<1itte, monsieur, etre muni, avant mon

depart de Boston, ?'OI'dres assez precis pour, voleI' Ie p,l,u~-
tost possible jl1squ'a VQUS,avec deux domestlques que J al,.
et Illes eql1ipages.
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J'ai l'honneur d'ctre, a~ec I'attachement te plus partieu-
lier, et la plus grande consideration, monsieur, votre tres
humble et tres obeissant servitenr,

LOTBINIERE.

To the Hon. Benjamin Franklin, Esq., &c., &:c., &c., at
Philadelphia. '
P. S. De la Baye de Boston, pret a arriver a cette ville

ce Mardi, 7 heures du soil', 19 Novembre, l776.
N'ayant J1utrouver ni paste ni occasions certaines pour

Boston a Harrwich, au j'ai sejol1rnemalgre moi du Lundi an
Samedi de la derniere semaine, non plus qu'a Plymouth, OU
un vent force de nord ouest nous a retenu jusqu'a ce ma-
tin, j'ai ete reduit a porter moi-meme la presente lett~e
jnsql1'ici. Si nous arrivons ce soil' a Boston, comme Je
J'espere, je la ferai pass~r de suite

~
la paste

~.
autrement ce

sera demain des Ie matm, et on m assure qu II sera encore
tems a 9 heures. Je ne sai combien j'aurai, monsieur, de
jours a attendre votre reponse; je prevois n'etre en etat de
laisser Boston que lorsque je ]a recevrai, car la goellelte qui
m'a apporte de St. Pierre a Chatain en est it peine partie,
et ma chaise n'en poura sortir que dans 6 ou sept JOUL'S
pour Ie plustost, qui sera Ie terns. on vraisemblablement
cette goelette y ~rrivera, devant passe~ it Well-,FZe~t (au .Cap
Coli) au elle dOlt rester 3 au quatr? Jours :, amsJ,Je crOls, ne
rien hazarder, vous annonl1ant que Je ne ]alsseral cette ville
qu'apres avoir eu de vo~ non velles. Vous savez, monsieur,
cOl1lbien je vous suis attache et a quel point je vous con-
sidere. C. L.

Je profiterai du tems que je resterai it Boston pour voir
la suite des ouvrages, tant it la ville et au dehors, que dans
la baye, s'il m'est possible de parcourir Ie tout, et s'il m'est
permis de Ie faire. Je vous en dirai mon sentiment, lors-
que j'aurai l'honneur de vous voir.

Boston, 20 Novembre, 1776,

J'apprend a Finstant que Monsieur Franklin est partl
paul" se rendre ,e~ France. J'a~l"ai,une.o~lj~a,tioninfini a
Monsieur Ie President du Congres, a qUi J al I honneur de
presente~ ~IO~respect" de faire usag~ de,cette lett,re comme
si clle IUIetOitaddressee, et de voulOirbien suppleeI' au de-
faut de Nt. Franklin pourtant ce qu'elle contient. J'espere
qu'il voudra bien m'bonorer d'un mot de response.

J'ai Fhonneur d'etre son tres humble serviteur,

[TRANSLATION. ]

Chatham, Cape Cod, November 11th, 1776,

SIR: I am at last arrived at the completion of my desires,
beinersince two days arrived on your Continent, and on my
way"'to join you at Philadelphia soon, without the many
dancrersI have been exposed to since my departure from St.
Pie~re, which you may see by perusing my letter to my son.
I shall be greatly obliged to you, sir, to deliver it to him as
soon as possible, if he is yet in your Province, otherwjse I
beeryou will keep it until I have the honour to see you; and
if he is yet in your Province, I beg you will be so kind as to
send for him and keep him with you, that I may find him
at my arrival.

I have resided at Paris and Versailles above two months
before I went to St. ]}falo, where I embarked for St. Pierre
and Miguelon. Dl'lring my residence at Court, I have had
several conferences with Mr. De Vergennes, Minister of
Foreign Affairs, as well as with many otber important per-
sons in France, who have appearE'd to me greatly concerned
in the success of yotll' cause. I can even assure you that
they appeared more concerned about it than of their own
affairs. We will talk further on this head when I reach
Philadelphia.

I do not conceal £'om you, sir, that I really wish the rest
of my family were now with you; in that case I would act
more openly than I sha1l be able to do until I can get Mrs.
De Lotbiniere and my daughter from the country they are
now in. And in order to succeed as soon as possible in this,
my idea would be to send my son immediately to Canada;
and I would fill ,his place during his absence; and on the
instructions we might give him, he migbt succeed in bringing-
them with him. In the mean time I shall not be sparing of
my advices, as you know my zeal for the common cause,
and the knowledge I have of the places where your views
ought to be directed, as soon as you ca\! oblige your enemy

L.

to act only on the defensiv~. And ,as you have now I.ittle
time to continue this campaIgn, I thmk your. best ,way IS to
close them in as much as you can, and aVOId any general
action which, jf lost, would divide your Army without hopes
of ga;hering them in time to prevent the disunion whic~ I
perceive but too great in the Colony attacked, and whIch
they depended on so much in London, not to say that they
had a certainty of it, and on which I believe tbey forllled
their plan of attack.. It is tl!is I think ne~e.ssary m?"e than
ever to act like Fabws, keepmg your provIsions behmd, and
destroyinO' the country you abandon; by those means you
may be s~re of destroying yonI' enemy, who, not being able
to refresh themselves nor recruit in your country, will be
reduced in the course of the winter to a small number; and
you know better than I, that England cannot for another
year support such an exorbitant expense as that of the
last.

I could wish, sir, to be furnished, before Ilea ve Boston,
with precise orders to go to you with the greatest diligence,
with two servants and my baggage.

I ha ve the honour to be, with the most particular attach-
ment, and the greatest consideration, yours, &c.,

LOTBINIERE.

P. S. At the Bay of Boston, November 19th. Not find-
ing at lIarwich either post or opportunity for Boston, nor at
Plymouth, I have been ob]jged to bring this letter myself.
I do not know how long I shall be obliged to wait for your
answer, but I think I shall not be able to leave Boston
before I receive it, for the schooner in which I came from
St. Pierre to Chatham is lJardly sailed from thence, and my
post-chaise will not be here before six or seven days, there-
fore I can certainly inform you that I shall not leave this
until I receive your answer. I shall during my stay at Bos-
ton view the works of the city and the bay, if I am permit-
ted, and will tell you my opinion of them.

On the back of the packet is wrote:
Boston, November 20th, 1776.-This instant I am in-

formed that Mr. Franklin is sailed for France. I beg the
President of the Congress would make use of this letter, as
if directed to him, and supply the place of Dr. Franklin in
regard to its contents. I hope he wil! honour me with an
answer.

I have the honour to be, &c.

M. LOTBINIERE TO HIS SON.

Chatham, au Cap Codd, Ie 10 Novembre, 1776.

Me voicienfin, man cher fils, a memede vous voirsons
peu, non sans avail' couru les risques les plus evidens de ne
vous jamais revoir, il y a dix jours, puisque nous avons
pense peril' d'un tres gros vent de ,nord ouest sur la barre
de Pest nord est de l'Isle de Sable, a plus de 3 lieues et l
au large de la pointe de cette isle, et hier ayant ecbappe
comrne miraculeusement it un vaisseau de guerre qui nous
donnoit chasse vel's Ie soleil couchant, qui a passe it 7
heures t tout au plus a -1 de mille de nous sans nous voir,
quoique nous l'apperl1ussions tout entier et gros comme une
montagne, converte de voile n'ayant pu double Ie Cap
Codd pour nous rendre a Well-Fleet qui n'en est qn'a 8
lieues, et dela a Boston dans la goe!ette qui m'a porte de
St. Pierre de Miquelon, nous avons relache ici pour nous
mettre it I'abri du vent du nord, force qu'iI fait; et ne
voulant plus courir les risques, au moment de rejoindre la
partie la plus precieuse de ma famille, de m'en voir eloigne
peut-etre de Focean entier si j'etois pris, au au mains de
perdre mes equipages qui sont un objet assez consirJerable,
s'il nous faJIoit jetteI' encore, je prends mon parti de me
rendre d'ici par terre it Boston, avec mes malles, porte-
manteaux, &c., et mes deux domestiques; il n'y aura pas
Ie moyen que ma chaise de paste, qu'on ne peut degageI'
de la caJIe qu'apres que la cargaison en sera tire, qui courl'a
les risques ; et si elle peut ecbapper, aussitost que la goelette
aura joint Boston, je la ferai descendre et me mettrai en
route pour New- York et Philadelphie des Ie lendemain.
Je ne vous cache pas mon fils que je serai assez Batte de
voir Boston, taus les ouvrages qui y ant ete faits de part et
d'alltres pendant que les Royalistes y lhoient, et ce que
I'on ya fait depuis pour la meUre it J'abri de toute insulte-
ainsi que la baye depuis ]a tour qui est pour guider parson
feu les vaisseaux qui s'y presentent.
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vous avez du recevoiril y a pres d'un mois et t, par
une petit\;1goeJette de Nantouket qui partoit de St. Pierre,
une lettre de moi qui vous annom;oit mon arrivee prochaine
au continent: je vous marquois de faire ,savoir a votre mere
et reste de ma famille mon arrivee a St. Pierre depuis Ie 5
de Septembre dernier, e~ la resolution ou j'etois de venir Ie
plustost possible a ce continent pOllr tacheI' de vous
degageI' promtement de votre captivite: Jussai-je, mon cher
fils, n'obtenir votre liberte qll'en me livrant pour VOllS,si elle
ne depend que de cet offre de ma part au Congres, vous ne
languirez pas long tems a la recouvrer. Si vous eussiez
voulu me croire aussi prevoyant que je I'etois, et que vous
eussiez vouln suivre Ie conseil que je vous ai donne dans
deux ou trois lettres I'annee dernier~, etant desya convaincu
de tout ce qui devoit avoir lieu, vous vous seriez tenu aussi
tranqllille sur vos biens que je vous marquois de Ie faire, et
auriez retenu ces saiIlies d'honneur et d'envie de VOllSfaire
connoitre par la partie militaire, vous reservant pour une
meilleure occasion: vous vous fussiez epargne bien de la
peine, ,bien des pertes, et a moi line inquietude mortelle
pour vous et Ie reste de la famille que j'avois confie avos
soins, et que vous avez abandonne a leur triste sort, sans
savoir ce qu'elles deviendroient, vous n'y etant plus. Si au
lieu de vous livreI' a cette bravour folie pour Ie moment ou
vous I'avez mise en action, vous vous fussiez rendu en
Europe avec votre seeur, comme je vous Ie marquois, vous
vous seriez mis Fun et I'alltre bien en surete, et ne pouviez
etre expose it allcuns repraches de certains de nos anciens
officiers, qui ont su pousser dans Ie peril tous nos jeunes
gentilshommes, et ont en grand soin de s'en tirer, ou pour
mieux dire de ne s'y point exposer: car c'est la j'en suie
certain ce qui vous a decide, et si vous voulez etre de banns
foy comme je vous ai toujours vu, vous m'en ferai I'aveu
dez notre premier entrevue sans que j'aie la peine de VOllS
en parler quoiqu'il en soit, apres beaucoup d'inquietude, de
perils, et de peine, me voici enfin a portee de retrouver
sous peu ma famille, et je I'espere dans Ie meme etat ou je
I'ai laisse. Me voici a meme de rendre a ma patrie les
services les plus essentiels et les plus grands, si ceux qui
I'habitent veulent enfin m'ecollter, leur faisant envisageI'
dans ce dernier moment leurs vrais et uniques interets, ce
que j'ai toujours fait, assurement bien au depens des miens,
et malheureusement sans succes jusqu'ici : j' espere cependant
cette fois, parceque j'aurai a leur dire de particulier, qu'i]s
pourront renoncer it un zeJe aussi peu raissonne que celui
qu'ils ant montre jusqu'ici: ceci je vous prie man fils pour
vous seul ou vous etes, et qu'aucun de vos amis n'en ait pas
Ie plus petit soup<;on,jusqu'it ce que nous ayons degage et
mis en surete toute la famille, et c'est ce que je desire que
vous fassiez Ie plustost que vous Ie pourrez apres m'avoir
vu. :Millecomplimens it vos camarades qui seroient it votre
portee, et me croyez, comme certainement vous n'en sauriez
douter, votre bon pere, et Ie meilleur de vos amis,

LOTBINIERE.

Je n'ai pas Ie tems de relire ma lettre, ne sais trap quelle
suite elle a, mais vous savez que je suis ici, que je me porte
bien, et c'est je Ie crois de quoi vous contenter.

A Monsieur, Monsieur Lotbiniere fils, &c., &c., &c.

for you and the rest of my family, which I had entrusted to
your care, and which you have abandoned to their hard
fate, without knowing what might become of them in your
absence. If instead of giving yourself up to a bravery,
foolish in the case in which you have employed it, you had
gone to Europe with your sister, as I wrote to you, who
would have been both secure, and not exposed to any
reproaches of certain ancient officers, wbo have had the
talent of exposing our young gentlemen to the danger, and
keeping themselves out of it, for this is I am sure what
inducedyou; and if you have tbat good faith I have always
found in YOll,you will confess it to me on our first interview
without my having the trouble to speak to you about it.
However that be I am now, after many dangers and troubles,
near joining with my family, and hope to find them as I left
them, and inclined to render my country the greatest and
most essential services, if those who inhabit it wiJI at last
listen to me, by showing them in this last moment their true
and only interest, which I have always done, and certainly
at the expense of my own, though heretofore without suc-
cess. I hope notwithstanding that, at this time by the
particular reasons I have to lay before them that they may
renounce to so unreasonable a zeal as that they have hereto-
fore shown. This I write for you alone in the place you
are in j and let none of your friends have the least suspicion
of it, until we have disengaged all our family, and put them
in safety, and this what I desire you may do immediately
after our interview. My compliments to your comrade; and
believe me to be, &c., L OTBINIERE.

LIST OF FIELD AND OTHER OFFICERS OF THE FIRST AND

SECOND BATTALION RAISED IN NEW-HAMPSHIRE, AP-

POINTED NOVEMBER 11, 1776.

John Stark, Esq., Colonel.

~

Joseph Cilley, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel. First.
George Reed, Esq., Major.
Enoch Poor, Esq., Colonel.

~

Nathan Hale, Esq., Lieutenant- Colonel. Second.
Windborn Adams, Esq., Major.

Captains:
Benjamin Titcomb,
James Norris,
Fred. Mordent Bell.

Colonel POOR'SBattalion:
James Carr,
Elijah Cloyce, (First Lieutenant,)
John Drew,
Samuel Blodgett, (Second Lieutenant.) ,

Benjamin Giles for the Committee.
Captains: (Colonel STARK'SBattalion:)

Amos Morrell,
Joseph Wait,
Ebenezer Frye, First Lieutenant,
Isaac Farwell, Second Lieutenant.

CAPTAIN ABBOT'S ORDERS FROM TH'E COMMITTEE TO TICON-
DEROGA,11TH NOVEMBER,1776.

To Captain JOSHUA ABBOT:
You are hereby empowered immediately to inlist a com-

pany, to consist of eighty-six able-bodied effective men
~ncluding ~on-commissioned officers and privates, as soldie~
m the ser~lCe and for the defence of the United States, upon
the establIshment fixed by the honourable Con<rress with
such additional encouragement given by tbe Stat~ of New-
Hampshire: To continue in that service till the end of the
present war, unless sooner discharged by Conoress' and
that you cause said men when so inlisted to pas; muster as
soon as may be, the non-commissioned officers to be ap-
pointed by the Captain, and subalterns of each company
to make return.

JONATHAN BLANCHARD,

STEP'N EVANS,

D. GILMAN,

Committeefrom the State of New-Hampshire.

[TRANSLATION. ]

Chatham, Cape Cod, November 10th, 1776.

I am, my dear son, in hopes of seeing you soon, not with-
out having been exposed to imminent dangers, &c. [To the
24th line no consequence.] You must have received a let-
ter from me about a month and a half ago, by a Nant1J£ket
schooner, which sailed from St. Pierre, which informed you
of my near approach to this Continent. I told you to inform
your mother and the rest of my family of my arrival at St.
Pierre, the 5th of September last, and of my resolution of
coming to this Continent as soon as possib]e, to relieve you
from your captivity, even in giving myself for you. And if
this offer from me to the Congress is admitted of, you will
not languish long in recovering your liberty. If you had
believed me, and followed the advice I gave you last year in
two or three letters, you would have been convinced of what
has happened. Yau would have remained quiet on your
est~te, and, ~a\'e .re~trajned thos.esalli~s.of honour and !he The General Assembly of the State of New-Hampshire
desire of dlstmgmshmg yours~lf III a military way, reservmg having appointed the subscribers a committee to repair to
yourself for a fitt.eropportulllty. You would have sp.ared Ticonderoga, to officer and raise two battalions for the
yourself many pams and losses, and me a mortal unea~lIless Continental service, and by their resolve have empowered

'*'

.
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~aid committee to pl"Omiseand engage the same encourage-
ment to the nOl1-commissionedofficers and soldiers, in addi-
tion to the encouragement given. by the Continental Con-
gress, as the State of Massachusetts-Bay do give, which is
as follows:

That each non-commissioned officer and soldier who
shall inlist into the Continental service as aforesaid, shall be
entitled to receive from the treasury of this State twenty
shillings per month, to be paid him or his order every six
months during his contiliuance in the service, in addition to
the pay and encouragement already granted by Congress,
provided Congress shall not make any addition to their
wages on or before the 19th of September last; and in case
the Congress shall make an increase of wages less than
tWenty shillings per month, this State will supply the defi-
6ency, and cause the same to be paid them as aforesaid.

JONA. BLANCHARD,
STEPH'N EVANS,
D'D GILMAN,

Committee from New-Hampshire.

The following are extracts from the Resolves of the Conti-
nental Congl'eas;

That Congress make provision for granting Lands to the
Officers and Soldiers who shall engage in service, and con-
tinue therein tp the close of the war, or unti1 discharged by
Congress, and the I'f~presentativesof such Officers and
Soldiers as shall be slain by the enemy, viz: .,

That twenty Dollars be given as a bounty to each Non-
Commissioned Officer and Private Soldier who shaH inlist to
'serve durinrr tbe present war, unJess sooner discharged by
ConO"ress. "'To each Non-Commissioned Officer and Soldier
one 11IIodred acres.

That a suit of Clothes be annually given to each Non-
Commissioned Officer and Private Soldier, to consist for the
present year of two linen hunting-shirts, two pail' of overalls,
a leathern or woolen waistc<Jat with sleeves, one pair of
breeches, a hat, a leathern cap, t\vo shirts, two pair of stock-
ings, and two pair of shoes; amounting in the whole to the
amount of twenty Do]hlrs, or that to be paid to each Soldier
who shaH procure those articles for himself.

H. F. GRA:SD TO THE COMMITTEE OF SEC:RET CORRESPOND-
ENCE.

Amsterdam, 12th November, 1776.

GENTLE~IF.N: I have been orderedby Mr. William Car-
michael, who is gone from hence to Hllmburgh, to direct a
packet of letters foryou to Mr. Van Bibber, at St. Eustatia,
and to have the honour of writing to you by the same op-
portunity, to send you the King's speech to his Parliament,
which arrived by the post to-day, ~ut which had been for-
warded by express.

Notwithstanding the progress of the King's Army, and
the conquest of New- York, the English funds are low.
You may judge of them by the course, herewith sent, of the
8th and 11tho There are only venders, and not one pur-
chaser; from whence it is that there has been no transfers
for three days, which is a thing without example in a season
critical like the present.
, It has been remarked, that the agents who have sold out
most from the funds, or taken the lead for the fall, are those
who act for persons in place in England, who are best
acquainted with what passes in the Cabinets.

The SlJddenand. forced armaments which is going fOl'-
ward in England at a fleet of observation, is regarded here
as a proof of some important discovery; and all sensible
men see that the independence of America is an interesting
stroke for the HOlfsecifBourbon.

I promised'Mr. Canrdchael to give you all the intelli-
gence which I should think to be deserving of attention, and
I shall not neglect any opportunity of doing it. I suppose
he gives you accounts of the ideas with which I have fur-
nished him, and at the same time of my earnestness, and that
of my honse, under tbefirm of Monneca, Fizeaux Sf Co.,
to serve you ih every case where you shall honour us with
YOUI' orders.
. I speak and understand Ellgli.~h; but I do not write it
well enough to venture to corresp~nd with you in that lan-
gl1'age,and I am persuaded you will comprehend me better
in .French.

I shall esteem myseJf happy if I can give you proofs of
my zeal, and merit yolir confidence. If you do me the
honour to write to me particularly, my address is, To Sir
George Gtand, under eaveI' to my house.

'

I am, with most profound respect, gentlemen, your most
humble and most obedient servant, GRAND.

I send this letter to the owner of a vessel, the Fair Ju-
dith, Captain Mathys lIanssen, who sails to-morrow ((,I'St.
Eustatia, enclosed in a box, to Mr. Van Bibber, from
whom he has promised to furnish me with a receipt at his
arrivaI.
To the Secret Committee, &c.

WILLIE JONES TO C.OLONEL WALKER.

Halifax, N. C., November 12th, 1776.

DEARSIR: I send you herewith some papers from Mr.
Galphin, relative to Indian affairs. It appears from them
that he has bad much difficulty to keep tbe Creeks quiet
hitherto;. and it still remains a doubt whether his labours
will not prove fi'uitless at last. Should the Virgirtian$
mee~ with success against the Overhill Cherokees, it may
possibly have a proper effect all the Creeks.

Mr. Galphin seems to think it necessary to hold another
Congress with these last in the spring. This might answer
very we]] if a supply of goods, sufficient for presents, could
be obtained. You will be pleased to forward Mr. Galphin's
letter to Congress, that they may see his sentiments on the
subject.

I believe I shall resign as Commissioner for Indian aff.'lirs,
as I have recollected a man who li\'es two hundred miles
nearer to the seat of business than I do, who is very well
qualified for that purpose.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient and very humble ser-
vant ,

WILLIE JONES.

To Colonel Walker.

GEORGE GALPHIN TO WILLIE JONES.

Silver-Bluff, October 26,1776.

DEARSIR: I take this opportunity byCaptan Alston to
acquaint you how our affairs stand here with the Indians.
I never had an opportunity to write you since you left
Augusta till now. I have been obligedto go four times to
Ogeechy since the Congress,to meet Indians there, furthey
durst not come through the settlements. I am just returned
from there. The villains that run off from Georgia teU
the Indians so many lies, and our enemies at Pensacola, it
distracts them. They were, it is said, very near raisinrr an

I . 0

army toga and cut off t 1e Creeks. They sent down to me
to know if it was true. I toJd the fellows it was all a lie,
and they must pay no regard to what our enemies told them,
and keep to the talk they had at Augusta.

The people upon the ceded land have kiUed another
Creek since you went away, and say they will kiJ! them
wherevertbey meet them. '

Enclosed is a petition and a letter of Doctor Wills. He
got aU the people in the ceded land of no property to siO'n
it, but it was taken no notice of. If he could get peol~le
enough to have joined him the time of the Congress, I was
told by a man that was in the plot to have seized alJ the
ammunition, and to have fell upon the Indians and killed
them, and declared war with them. .

As I could get no white man that would venture himself
up to tbe Creeks with a talk, I keep' three 01'fom Indians at
my cow pen over Ogechy, to go up with talks, but I was
told some of the people upon the ceded land said they would
come down and kill them, for they wanted war. I was
obliged to send them home, so YOllmust think I have a hard
task to keep the Creeks our friends, when both our enemies
and the people that should be our friends want us to be at
war with them. Our enemies have plenty of ammunition
and every tbing else to give them, and we have lJothinrr to
give them. They have every temptation to break with'"us,
and yet I think I could keep them peaceable, if it was not for
the people upon the ceded land. I think I have settled the
killing this last Indian with them, but if th~ kill any more
1 do not know how to settle it, but I have sent them word
not to come over the Ockones till times is better.

The first talk Stuart sent up for the Creeks to go down

..
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to Pensacola,they would not go, for they said he and his
beloved men told them nothing but lies, for they brought
fifty horse-loads of ammunhion in to the Creeks, which they
said was to be given to them, and they sent it off to the
Cherokees. But he sent again --andgot the trader in his in-
terest and gave some of the headmen pl'esents before they
went down. So I suppose there will four or five hundred
go, men and women. I have sent a fellow there, that is to
come down as soon as he returns, to acquaint me with an
that passes there; got down by this time, I suppose. In about
three weeks tbey will be returned home. Their temptations
is so great from that quarter few white men would stand out
so well as they do, lor the Commissary and Brown gives
every feHow ammunition that asks for it.

When the Cherokees broke out with us I knew they
would send to tbe Creeks to join them. I went out to
Ogechy, and sent off a fellow with a talk to the headmen
not to join them. I sent a long talk, too tedious to mention;
but it had the desired effect, for there had one of the head-
men of the Cherokees got into the Creekssomedays before
my messenger, and had prevailed upon a bundred and odd
of the young feHows to go with him. They were got a
day's Illarch from the town, when the fellow I sent up as
soon as be d,"livered the talk I sentby him to the headmen,
they sent runners after them and called them all back again.
Just as I got bome Captain TFilliamsan, that commanded
our !lrmy in tbe Cherokees, wrote me of the Cherokees
sendin<r to the Creeks for assistance, and to send off to the
Creek: if possible to stop them; but had done that before
I received his. He has done every thing in his power in
the Cherokees. He has destroyed all their corn, and burned
their towns, and marched to the Middle Settlements, where
he m~t the North-CaroHna army. Between tbem they
destroyed all tbe Middle Settlements. If the Virginia army
against tbe Overhills bas done their part as well, the Che-
rokees bas paid dear for their breaking out with us.

When Colonel Williamson went to the Middle Settle-
ments he sent word to the Georgians to go and destroy a
little town, called Chate, that was in Georgia. About
eigbty gunmen lived in it. Abmit the same time I had in-
telli"ence of Brown setting off from the Creeks with fifty
hors~-loads of ammunition for the Cherokees. I wrote Mc-
Rae to send an express to Captain Marberry, to get a party
of me~ to intercept it; but just about that time tbey bad
killed the Creek fellow, and Marberry could not get one of
these people to go with him that wants to declare war
against the Creelcs-I may say Chickasaws and Choctaws,
that is fifteen thousand men, for they have all made peace.
Nor would not go to destroy that little town Chite. Cap-
tain Williamson upon his return from the Middle Settlements
was obliged to go and destroy it himself. These people that
want a Creek war so much now, when tbe people wou]d
run away they would get a great deal of plunder, and after-
wards they IVould \'Un off as they always do at e\'ery little
alarm in the snmmer. Brown and two more white men got
about two hunr!red of the disaffected Indians in the Upper
towns to come with them against the frontiers. When they
came to the Lower towns, they tbought to get more there to
join them; but the Lower towns' people told them they
could not tbink of going against tbeir friends that had given
them such good talk the other day, and desired they might
teturn home again. The young warriors and some others
of the headmen told them jf tbey did not, as soon as tbey
rais\Jd white people down here they would go to Pensacola
and raise white people there, and give them war upon every
quarter. And they turned them all back again. If we can
but keep them peaceable till the spring,and the gentlemen
of the Continental Congress enable us to hold anotber con-
gress with tlwm in Mayor April nex.t, I hope we should be
able to frustrate tbe designs of our enemies. Weare now
just like a parcel of carpenters set to work to build a house
without one single tool.

I received a Jetter tbe other day from the gentlemen of
Congress in Savannah, informing me it was the desire of tbe
gentlemen of the Continental Congressfor eitherMcRae or
me to carry some of the principal men of the Creeks to
Philadelphia; but it is not possible to cal'rY any at this

. time of the .year; but in case we could hqJd a congress
with theli1 in tbe spring we might carry some of them, and
perhaps our offers there would be better then they are at
present. .

Please to forward what inteHigence I have sent you to
Mr. Walker, and remember me kindly to him. I should be
glad to see you both here in the spring; but we should have
OUl' congress at Ogechey. I would be gald to hear from
you both if any opportunity ofle..ed.

I am, deal' sir, your most obedient and humble servant,
GEORGE GAI.PHIN.

This letter imports that the villains who run away from
Georgia endea vour to persuade the Creek Indians that the
white people are preparing to make war upon tbem; that
the enemy at the Floridas and British King's eml1lissaries
are endeavouring to stir them up against us; that the people
who are settled upon the ceded lands in Georgiaare desir-
ous or a war with the Creeks, and have killed some Indians,
and threaten to kill them wherever they meet them; that
this makes it dangerous for tbe Creeks to come through the
settlements, which oc('.asionsa difficulty of communication.
The writer gives as a r('ason the desire the people on th~
ceded land have [or an Indian war, that they expect the
neighbourinR' inhabitants would remove in haste and con-
fusion and leave much of their effects behind them, which
would fall into the hands of the ceded land settlers. It also
imports that the Indians have great temptations to commence
hostilities against us, because tbe enemy give them every
thing, while we have notbingto give. That they neverthe-
less remain peaceable, and lIot only refusedaid to the Cher-
okees, but threatenedthem if they persistedin assistingthe
enemy against us. That thewriter is of opinion a cPllgress
of Indiancomrnissinners and Indian chiefs should be held in
April or May, in order to prevent an Indian war. That
the numbers are fifteen tbousand men, and that the writer has
great difficulty in keeping them quiet. It also imports that
the Congress at Savannah had recommended to bring some
lndian chiefs to Congress; but that it was im practicable to
do it in the winter senson.

The Information of GEORGEBARNES and JOHN LAMBETH,

upon oath.
Ogechey, October 21st.

They say that one Killeresh came up to the Creeks, and
told them there was an army coming up to cut off their
nation and Pensacola; and William Oats came up shortly
after,and confirmedit, and told them that the white people
had wounded an Indian and took him into one of theil' forts
and hanged him up and cut him to pieces; that some of
the principaJ men of the Cussitawswas goingdown to Sa-
vannah, and when Oats got as far as the Buzzard-Roost, he
told the Indians the army would be up shortly after him, by
the full-moon, to cut them off; they, upon hearing this, sent
ofr to the Cussita'Ws,to the headmen not to go down, Half-
breed Tom Gray was at the Cussitaws, and it was told
Brown, he brought up a talk from Savannah. Brown set
off with a party of men to take him or kill him. Wben
they came to the Cussitaws with their army, the Indians
told them they did not understand their coming there in
arms; they wouJd not deliver Gray_ He got off in tbe night,
and is gone down. Brown, when they came away, could not
walk; be had either a boil or an imposthume. It was as big
as a man's fist; so it will be some time before he can leave
the nation, and we do not believe any of the Lower towns
lndians will go with him, except some of the Paint people.
No white man can leave the Indian country except he runs
off. Brown has sent a white man cmled Savana Jack to
the Upper towns, to see if the Indians will come, but we
believe there will but few come, except some of the
SallGnna!ts. There is a great many of the Indians gone to
Pensacola to get presents; and all the traders that is gone
down there with their skins is to have twenty-five pounds
sterling forevery horse back to the l111tion,to be loaded with
presents for the Indians that stay at home. Bailey, a trader
tbat lived at Augusta, said, as soon as he returned from
Pensacola he would come down upon the frontiers and carry
off negroes al1dhorses, and bring down Indians with him.
When Tale and Brawn was setting the Ifldians on to como
to war against the white people in Georgia, the hand-
some fellow of the Oakfuskays said, if the Indians came
here to spill white blood, he and his warriors wouJd go to
Pensacolaand kill white people,and be at war with all the
white people. Some made answer that Tale was a beloved
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man. He said who made him a beloved man? He is noth-
ing but a wood-chopper-meaning he was a carpenter.

An Information oj JOSEPH bONMONGER,upon oath.
Ogechey, October 21st, 1776.

This is eleven days since he left tbe Lower Creeks, where
he see Captain Brown, with about eighteen or twenty men
tbat was witb him and ahead of him, and that he heard
Brown and some of his men say, that there was some of the
Upper Creeks coming down to meet them on Augustine
path, below the Lower Creeks. He expected to get some
of Lower towns to go with him, but this deponent says be
came off to alarm the settlements, so he does not know
whetber any of the Lower Creeks went off or not. Brown
sent after him and catched him at Flint river, but that night
he got away and laid two days in a swamp, and in six days
got in here. He heard Brown and some of his people say
they were going to meet an army from Augustine; and
these white men that was with him, was mostly men run
away from this Province, and was to pilot the army into
the frontiers of Georgia, and drive all before them. He
thinks it was at the river St. JJ;Iarythey were to meet. He
heard Brown and three other white men say that was in the
battle in the Cherokees, one of the white men said he killed
two Liberty men; that Brown returned before he got to the
Clterokees, as he found the Indians was drove from their
towns, and tbat it was talked in tbe nation, tbat there was
a petition going about among the white people to sign, to
declare war against the Creeks, and to cut them all off; and
he met an Indian feJlow and all his family, with his cattle
and hogs, at the Oakmulgays, going to the nation. He lived
several years at the Oakonies. He left his potatoes undone,
and his corn in the corn-house. He asked the Indian what
made him leave his place. He told him he had throwed
it away. Brown was to meet the Army the latter end of
next month. He says he heard one of the traders say that
Mr. Stuart had sent up a talk to tbe Creeks to stay at home,
and take care of their wives and children, for tbe wbite peo-
ple from these parts was corning to war against them. He
says he beard them three white men that came from the
Cherokees say that they took two white men prisoners tbe
day of tbe battle; one of them they delivered up to the In-

.
dians, and they put him to deatb, and the other got away
from them. He heard in the Creeks, that General Lee and
his Army was gone back to the northward, and tbat the
King's troops had taken two places to the northward, and
that he was sent for in a great hurry. He says he heard
Brown say that tbe Army would be about two tbousand or
twenty-five hundred men that was to fall upon the frontiers
of Georgia, and that Brown offered him two pounds sterling
per month to go with him. He says he came in company
with Brown from the Upper towns, and there was no
Indians with him, and that be brought ten horse-loads of
ammunition, which was part of the ammunition he was
carryingto the Clterokees.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GOVERN OUR HENRY.

Philade]phia, November 12, 1776.

SIR: The Secret Committee of Congress having char-
tered and loaded in the State of Virginia the Aurora, on
account of tbe Continent, and the voyage on which she is
bound being a most important one, I have it in cbarge from
Congress to request you will give all the assistance in your
power to expedite her sailing, by issuing such orders as you
shall judge proper for manning and despatching her with
the greatest expedition.

1 have the honour to be, with tbe utmost esteem, sir, your
most obedient and very humble servant,

J ORN HANCOCK, President.

His Excellency Governour Henry, Virginia.

.
PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GOVERNOUR LIVINGSTON.

Philadelphia, November 12, 1776.

SIR: I am directed by Congress to transmit you the
enclosed resolve, and to request your attention to it. The
dangerous intercourse between our~nemies in New- York
and Staten-Island and the internal ~nemies of America in

different parts of New-Jersey, calls for the immediate inter-. position of Govemment to suppress it. You will therefore
be pleased, in conjunction with your Council and Assembly,
to take such measures for this end as you shall judge most
expedient.

I bave the honour to be, with the utmost esteem, sir, your
most obedient and very humble servant, --

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

His Excellency Governour Livingston.

PETITION OF JAMES McCONNAUGHYTO CONGRESS.

[Read in Congress 12th November, 1776: Referred to the Board of
War.]

To tlte honourable tlte Continental Congress of the UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA:

Tlte humble Petition of JAMES MCCONNAUGHY,most hum-
bly showeth :

That your petitioner purchased from Captain William
Keith a servant man named John &ollay, who had tbree,
years and six months to serve, but found means afterwards
to make his escape, much to your petitioner's loss. Your
petitioner baving reposed too much confidence in him, (he
is an artful fellow, and made himself tolerable well ac-
quainted with tbe country, and a dangerous person to our
present cause,) he inlisted in the Twenty-Sixth Regiment
of Regulars, then in New-Jersey, was taken prisoner at St.
John's, in Canada, and is now confined as a prisoner of war
in the barracks at Lancaster. Your petitioner bas been
already at a considerable expense and loss of time in defence
of American liberty. Therefore humbly prays your Hon-
ours will be pleased to grant him an order to obtain. his
servant again. And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will
pray.

JAS. MCCONNAUGHY.

COLONEL THORNTON TO MESHECH WEARE.

Philadelphia, November 12,1776.

HONOUREDSIR: The 3d instant we arrived safe in this
city, and the 8th inoculated for the small-pox. I have
attended the Congress every day yet. Tbe ferries over
North River were so obstructed by the enemy, we were
obliged to cross at a place called Peekskill, where I saw
Co]onel Tash, who used me exceeding well.

This day tbe Congress was informed by his Excellency
General Washington that the enemy decamped from Wltit,e-
Plains, and were landing on tbe Jersey shore; and he was
taking every precaution to prevent them from penetratincr
into the country.

0

By a letter from General Gates, dated the 3 Ist of Octo-
ber, the enemy a few days before appeared in order of battle,
and on his preparing to receive them, returned to their
camp.

For better and further information and news, I must refer
you to the newspapers, and you won't find more falsehood
in them than is passing through this city. Before my arri-
val tbe Hon. Colonel Bartlett was sent off, and I had not
the pleasure to meet him. The Hon. Colonel Wltipple i~
well. Please to take the trouble to present my cornpIi~
ments to every member of tbe honourable Council and
House, and accept the same from him who has the honour
to be your most obedient, humble servant,

MATHEW THORNTON.

To the Hon. Mesltech Weare, Esq.

N. B. No danger by this Jetter.

GENERAL GREENE TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Fort Lee, November 12th, 1776.

SIR : Your favour of the 4th and 5th of this instant came
duly to hand. You may depend upon my transmitting to
Congress every piece of intelligence that comes to hand
that is wortby their notice.

By one Justice ltIercereau, a gentleman that fled from
Staten-Island, I am informed tbat there are ten thousand
troops embarked for South- Carolina, to be commanded by
Lord Dunmort This inteJljgence he obtained by a gen-
tleman yesterday from the the city of lVew- York, a man of
credit aod truth. Mercereau is a v~ry good friend to tlle .

.._""0 .-~,=
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cause, and a sensible man; and he says from several ways
this account is confirmed. Perhaps the numbers are not so
great as reported. lUercereau further informs that a large
fleet are at the watering-place, on Long or Staten-Island,
all ready to sail for England. It is reported the fleet con-
sists of one hundred sail.

By several accounts of different people from the city, it
appears our prisoners are in a very suffering situation.
Humanity requires that something should be done for them.
They have only half allowance of bread and water, but this
I suppose is exaggerated.

The enemy at Dobbs's Ferry, whel'e they have lain for
several days past, decamped this morning, at nine o'clock,
and took the road towards King's Bridge. They made
an appearance at the ferry as if they intended to cross the
river. I believe they are disappointed in their expectations,
and at a loss what measures to pursue.

We have had several skirmishes with the He,~sians on
York-Island, within a few days; killed and wounded, be-
tween thirty and fort)' privates and one officer. Day
before yesterday our people had an interview with the Hes-
siafls; they acknowledged they were greatly imposed upon
by their PrinL:e, and promised to desert that night, but none
came over.

A considerable part of the troops on the other side are
coming over into the Jerseys, and his Excellency General
Washington with them. I expect General Howe wjl\
attempt to possess himself of Mount Washington, but very
much doubt whetber he will succeed in tbe attempt. Our
troops are much fatigued with the amazing duty, but are
generally in good spirits. The Hessians say they are on
half allowance. The Light-Horse are said to be perishing
for want of provender.

I have the honour to be your most obedient and very
humble servant, N GATHANAEL REENE.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Con-
tinental Congress, at Philadelphia.

GENERAL LEE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Camp at Phillipsburg, November ye 12th, nine o'clock, P. M,

DEARGENERAL:This instant came express from Colo-
nel Tupper, (stationed opposite to Dobbs's Ferry,) one
David Keech. The substance of his intelligence is as
follows: That the enemy began their march at nine this
morning, down the river, with their baggage, artillery, &c.,
&c.; that the man-of-war and two store-ships had jU3t set
sail, and were making down-I mean tbose which came up
last. The three sbips still lie off Tarrytown and Sing-
Sing-two at the former, one at the latter. Keech says the
whole Army have quitted Dobbs's Ferry, and imagines the
rear have by tbis time reached King's Bridge.

I am far from being satisfied with the conduct of our
scouts. I do not think they venture far enough, for they in
general bring back very lame, imperfect accounts. But I
have projected a plan for breaking in, at least, upon Rogers's
party, and believe I shall succeed.

The sentence on Austin is, that he should be repri-
manded; but I have ordered a new Court-Martial, with a
charge of wanton, barbarous conduct, unbecoming not only
an officer, but a human creature.

General Lincoln and the ,Massachusett,~ Committee are
using their efforts to detain the Militia. Whether they suc-
ceed, Heaven only knows. Hitchcock and Varnum do not
recollect the recommendation of General Greene; but I
have ordered 'em to give me a list of those whom they think
ought to be recommended; for it is now too late to refer to
Greene, as tbe Commissioners are expected every hour.

I wish to God you were here, as I am, in a manner, a
stranger to their respective merits. When the list is made
out, I shall inform myself, (as well as.:I can,) if their recom-
mendation is impartial, and proceed accordingly.

I am, dear General, yours, most sincerely,
CHARLES LEE.

To his Excellency General TVashington.

COLONEL HASLET TO GENERAL RODNEY.

November 12, 1776,

I received his Excellency's orders to take possession of

the hill [Chatterton's Hill] beyond our lines, and the com-
mand of the Militia regiments there posted; which was done.
We had not been many minutes on the ground, when the
cannonade began, and the second shot wounded a militia-man
in the tbigh, upon which the whole regiment broke and fled
immediately, and were not rallied without much difficulty.
Soon after General ~[cDougall's brigade took post behind
us. Some of our officers expressed much apprehension
from the iire of our friends so posted. On my application
to the General, he ordered us to the right, formed his own
brigade on the left, and ordered Brooks's }lassachusetts
Militia still farther to tbe right, behind a stone fence.

The troops being thus disposed, I went up to the top of
the hill, in front of our troops, accompanied by Major Mc-
Donough, to reconnoitre the enemy. I plainly perceived
them marching to the White-Plain, in eight columns, and
stop in the wheat-fields a considerable time. I saw their
General Officers on horseback assemble in council, Irnd soon
their whole body face about, and in one continued column,
march to the hill opposite to our right. I then applied to
General ~McDougall again to vary his disposition, and ad-'
vised him to order my regiment farther onward, and replace
it with Colonel Smallwood's, or order the Colonel forward,
for there was no dependence to be placed on the Militia._
The latter measure was adopted. On my seeing tbe
enemy's march to the creek begin in a column of their main
body, and urging the necessity of bt'inging our field. pieces
immediately fOl'ward to bear upon tbem, the General ordered
one, and that so poorly appointed, that myself was forced
to assist in dragging it along the rear of the regiment. While
so employed, a cannon-ball struck the carriage, and scattered
the shot about, a wad of tow blazing in the middle. Tbe
artillerymen fled. One alone was prevailed upon to tread
out the blaze and collect the shot. The few that returned
made not more than two discharges, when they retreated
with the field-piece. At this time the jUaryland battalion
was warmly engaged, and the enemy ascending the hill.
The cannonade from twel ve or fifteen pieces, well served,
kept up a continual peal of reiterated thunder. The Mili-
tia regiment behind the fence fled in confusion, without
more than a random, scattering fire. Colonel Smallwood
in a quarter of an hour afterwards, gave way also. The
rest of GenerallUcDougalfs brigade never came up to the
scene of action. Part of the first three Delaware compa-
nies also retreated in disorder, but not till after several were
wounded and killed. The left of the regiment took post
behind a fence on the top of the hill with most of the offi-
cers, and twice repulsed the Light Troops and Horse of the
enemy; but seeing ourselves deserted on all hands, and the
continued column of the enemy advancing, we also retired.
Covering the retreat of our party, and forming at the foot
of the hill, we marched into camp in the rear of the body
sent to reinforce us.

GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL.

At a General Court-Martialheld by orderof Major-Gen-
eral Lee, for the trial of Major Austin, Philipsburg, Novem-
ber 12, 1176, Colonel Hitchcock, President.

Members:
Colonel Read, Captain Ledyard,
Colonel Webb, Captain Olney,
Lieut. Colonel Nixon, Captain Ball,
Lieut. Colonel Wesson, Captain Bond,
Major Angel, Captain Pelton,
Major Brooks, Captain Jones.

Captain Andrew Peters, Judge Advocate pro tem.
The Court proceeded to the trial of Major Austin, who

was ordered in arrest by the General, charged with wanton,
cruel, barbarous treatment of helpless women and children,
not only unworthy the character of an officer, but of a human
creature.

The prisoner being arraigned before the Court, and de-
manded whether he was guilty or not guilty of tbe charITe
alleged against him, he pleads, Not guilty.

0

Mrs. Adams being sworn, says, that on the ni<Tbtof the
5th instant, there came a party of men into hel'"house on
White-Plains, and immediately set the house on fire, When
she went out of the house, some of the men beITanto carry
things Ollt of the house, when she asked theOmwhy they
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took those things. Then Major Austin spaKe, and told her
he should carry tbem to the General's, and alleged General
Sltllivan' s ord~rs for it. That her sister took Major Austin
by the anTI crying, and he said to hel', '~hat the devil do
YOli take me by the arm for? Because, said she, you are an
ufficer, and can prevent such treatment. Then her mother
told Majol' Austin she hoped he would not burn her house
too; on which be told her there was another house above
that she might go into; after whicb Major Austin told his
men to go and set the other houses on fire as quick as they
could. Mrs. Adams furtber says, tbat when they first came
to the house, they told her to get her things out of the house
as quick as possible; that she attempted to take some things
out of a bed-room, when some of the men told her to bE)
gone or they would blow her through; that the party would
not suffer her to dress her children, but drove them out of
doors naked; that she asked Major Austin why he could
not save her house, and burn the otbers; he replied, Because
you are an damned Tories, and there was a damned Tory
taken out of your house this night. That after some of her
things were carried out of doors, some of the men insulted
her with ill language, (in the presence of Major Austin,) such
as damned Tories, &c., threatening to blow bel' through.

Elisha Dunham being sworn, says that on the night of
the 5th instant he was on guard, and stood as sentinel at
the time the houses were burning, which was at about one
hundred rods distaoce from him; that he heard the crying
of women and chiJdren ~s he thought.

TJlilliamHarrop being sworn, agrees with Elisha Dun-
ham.

Tbe Court then adjourned tiJl nine o'clock to-morrow
mormng.

November 13th.

The Court met according to adjournment.
Serfl'eant Churchill being sworn, says, On the night of the

5th in~tant, that he had been on a scouting p;,!l'tywith Major
Altstin, and on their return the Major ordered him back
with five men to thE)houses which they burnt, and told him
to take good care of whatever things he got; to keep tbem
safe, and brinO' them off to his markee; that when he came
to the house, he asked Mrs. Adams what time of night it
was; he thE)n asked her for a candle, &c., and told her hE)
must burn the house, and they must get their things and
children out of the house, but told them not to be frighted,
for hE)should not hurt them; and before tht; housewas set
on fire,he and his party did carry someof the thingsout of
the house, such as bedding, wheat, &c.; tbat Major Austin
told the womenthey mightgo to a red housene;,!rby, and
if they would, his men shouJd carry their things for them;
that he heard no ill language towards the women Ii'omany of
the party, neither in the house or out of doors, during the
whole time they were Ihere; that the women cried and
seemed to be in great distress, but he told them they should
not be hurt.

Tilley How being sworn, says, whE)n they came to Mrs.
Adams's hOUSE),they asked thE) peoplE) what time of night
it was, and asked them for.a candle, and told tbem they
must burn the house; that he immediateJywent to carrying
thingsout of the house; that hewaited for the aged woman
to O'etup and dress herself; he then took both featber bed
ami straw bed 00 which she lay, and carried them out of
doors; that he laid down the straw bed and the feather bed
upon it, and told her to lie down on it; that he assisted in
carrying things out for about half an hour, as near as he
could judge, beforE)the h?use was set on fire, and then a
straw bed wasset on firem the houseby some of the men;
that during the whole affair he heard no abusive language
from any of the party towards the women or children; that
a girl seized Major Austin by the arm crying, and held him
fast; the Major asked her what the devilshe beldhim by the
arm for; she replied, you are an officer and can prevent
the l~ousebeing burnt; the Major then replied he could do
nothinO'as long as she held him by the arm, but if she would
let hi~ go, he would SE)t his men to carry her things to
another house and make a fire for them. Fljrther says, that
what things were tied up in two blankets were carried to
the Major's markee, and all the rest were. left with. the
women; tbat the house tbe aged woman deS!fGd her dungs
might be carried to was on fire when the Major first cam!;J
to "Mrs. Adams's house.

.

6li6

James Lin~er b~ing sworn, agre!Js with the two last
witnesses.

'
Captain Keith b~ing sworn, says he was present with

Major Austin -tbrough the whole of the time the houses wer!J
burning on the night of tbE) 5th instant1 and agrees with
SE)rgeantChurchill and Tilley How.

The question being asked Major 4us#n, whether he had
any orders for burning said houses, he confessed he had [19
orders for it, but alleged as an excuse his b'eing in company
with some of the General Officers just before the houses
werE) burnt on the Plains, and heard General Putl1;amsay
he thought it would bE)best to burn all the houses,&c., and
finding there was bousesburnt on the Plai,tS soon after, he
thollght it his duty to burn the said housesas he did.

.

The Court having considered the case of the prisoner,
Major Austin, are of opinion that he is guilty of a breach of
tbe twenty-first article in thE)fotll'teenth section of the ruJes
for the go\'ernment of thE)Forces of ~he Unite,dStat~s of
AmcriCll, and therefore sentence him to be discharged from
thE)service.

Attest; DAN. HI'l'CHCOCti:, Presidl;nt.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAl. LEE..

Peekskill, November 12th, 1776.

DUR SIR: Enc1o$ed you will rE)ceive a copy of slJOdry
resolutions of Congress, which came to hand since J left thl}
Plains. They will discover to you tlwir opioion as to thE)
necessity of taking thE)[IIost early measures to levy the new
Army. The resolvE)s caonot have any operation but il)
the instance of the Rhode-lsland regiments, Commissiooi:)rs

having come from the States of ]J1(1$SaChltselts and COnTp:c-

ticut, and being on the way from Maryland. They will be
superseded, too, if any have al'l'ived £I'om Rhode-Island;
therefore tbe resolutions arE)under that condition.

As it is of the last importancethat the recruitiog service
should be begun, I must request, if the Cornmissiooel's are
not arrived from Rhode-Island, that you will caJl upon Col-
onel lIitchcock, who will inform you of the officersrecom-
mended t() that State by GeneralGreene, &c., and give
orders to them to begin their inlistrnents immediately, on the
terms and conditions allowed by Congress. Such of them
as agree to stay, and will undertake tlw business, wiJl bE)
commissioned according to the rank assigned 'em in that
recommendation. I have not got it by me, having sent it
away with my papers before I came frOIl1lIarlem.

In respect to the Militia, YQU will try your inBuence to
get them to remain; perhaps the requisition from Congress
for that purpose may have someeffect, though I have but
little expectation that it will.

The enclosed letter for Colonel Darby you will please
to send in by the first Bag.

I cannot conclude without reminding you of the military
and other stores about your encampment and at North- Cas-
tle, and to press tl1I)removal of them above Croton Bridge,
or such other places of security as you may judge proper.
Geneml HOUJehavingsent no part of his force to Jerseyyet,
makes tlw measuremore necessary,as he may perhaps tUI'[!
his views another way, and attempt their destl'Uction.

I have directed Colonel Putnam to examine the passes in
tbe HighJandseastward of this place, and to lay OUtsuch
works as may be necessary to secure 'em, When you
remove YOUI' present encampment, you will assign such a
number of men to the several posts as you shall deem suffi-
cient for their defence.

I hope tlw tri~1of Major Austin for burning the houses
will not be forgot; publick justice requires tllat it should be
brought on as soon as it can.

I am, &c.,
Go. W ASUINGTON.

To Major-General Lee.
.

GENERAL W ASIHNGTON TO GENEllAL. JTE.ATU:

SIR: The uncertainty with respect to tbe designs of the.
enemy renders any disposition ofQur Army at thjs time a
little unsettled; but, for the present, your division, with such
troops as are now at Forts Constitution, ~'iJ'Iontgomery, and
Independence, are to be under your command, and remain
jOj,hj~quarter for the security of the abo\'e posts and the
passes thrQugh the HigbJands from this place, and the one
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on the west side of Hudson's river. Colonel Tash's regi-
ment is meant to be included in this command.

Unnecessary it is for me to say any thing to evince the
importance of securing the land and water communication
throuuh these passes, or to prove the indispensable necessity
of usfnu every exertion in your power to have such works
erectelfor the defence of them as your own judgment, assist-
ed by that of your Brigadiers and the Engineers, may show
the expediency of.

To form an accurate judgment of the proper places to
fortify in order effectually to secure the two land passes
above:mentioned through the Highlands, requires a consid-
erable degree of attention and knowledge of the roads and
ways leading through the hills. These you must get from
information and observation, as my stay here will not allow
me to give any direction on this head with precision. , You
win not only keep in view the importance of securing these
passes, but the necessity of doing it without delay, not only
from the probability of the enemy's attempting to seize them,
but from the advanced season, which will not admit of any
spade-work after the frost (,wh5ch may be ~ai]y ex~ected)
sets in. Lose not a moment s tIme therefore, IIIchoOSIngthe
grounds on the east and west side of the river, on which. your
intended works are to be erected. Let your men desIgned
for each post be speedily al1otted, and by your presence and
otherwise do every thing to stimulate the officers (respec-
tively commanding at each) to exert themselves in forwarding
them.

The cheapest kind of barracks must be erected, contig-
uous to these places, where no covering now is fOl'the men.
These may, I should think, be built of logs, and made warm
at very little cost. In apportioning your men to the dif-
ferent posts (those to be established as well as those already
fixed on the river) I advise your keeping the corps as much
as possible together, and also desire that in this allotment
you will consult your officers and such gentlemen as have
it in their power (from their superiour knowledge of the
country) to afford you good advice.

Independent of the barracks which may be found neces-
sary for the men at the p~sts before-mentio~ed,~ sh~uld
think others ought to be bUIltat such plac~s III thIs nelgh-
bourhood as the Quartermaster-General and Engineer shall
point out, as this must, from the nature of it, be considered
in an important point of view, and as well adapted for win"
tel' quarters for part of the Army as any other place can be.
If, contrary to the generally-recei \'ed opinion, General Howe's
remove to Dobbs's Ferry was only intended as a feint, to
draw off part of our force from the place which we last occu-
pied, and should make an attempt upon General Lee, you
are to give him all the aid you can, taking care at the same
time to keep guards in the posts and passes you occupy.

For the speedy and regular punishment of offences, you
are hereby authorized and empowered, whilst you remain in
a separate camp, to hold General Court-Martials, and carry
the judgments of them into execution, in all cases what-
soever.

Be particularly careful of all intrenching tools, tents,
(seein" that the bottoms of them are not covered with dirt,)
and, above all, take care that no discharged soldiers are suf-
fered to carry away any of the publick arms or accoutre-
ments. Apply to the Commissary of stores for a list of those
things furnished to the respective Colonels of Regiments,
and see that they account for them before the men are dis-
missed. In like manner should every thing had of the
Quartermaster-General be delivered up.

Keep persons employed ih making of cartridges, and
be particularly attentive that the stores are taken care of,
and the powder kept from receiving damage; also prevent
the soldiery from commilting any kind of waste and injuries
to private or Pllblick property.

The men who composed the detachment under Colonel
Lasher are aU to join their respective corps.

Given at Head-Quarters, at Peekskill, this 12th day of
November, 1776. Go. WASHINGTON.

To Major-General Heath.

order to ha ve the contingent charges of said County settled;
and as some difficu1ties might arise from the former mode,
have concluded to submit it to the opinion of the honourable
Convention of the State of New- York, for numbers of poor
people depend on it for the support of their families. The
Supervisors beg the opinion on the same from the honourable
House, for which they shall be ever in duty bound.

THO'S OUTWATER, Clerk.

To the Honourable the Convention of the State of New-
York at the Fishkills.

TENCH TILGHMAN TO ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON.

PeekskiIJ, 12th November, 1776.

DEARSIR : Yours of the 9th did not get to hand till this
day. Your remarks I think very judicious. I shall commu-
nicate them to Mr. Duer, who has a full opportunity of
talking the matter over with the General.

I shall refer you to him for our various opinions of the
intended operations of the enemy. You will hear them with
more satisfaction through him than from, dear sir, your most
obedient servant, T TENCH ILGHMAN.
Robert R. Livingston, Esq.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL GATES.

Albany, November 12,1776.

DEARGENERAL:Our affair~ below are in a perplexing
situation. The enemy have collected their force at Dobbs's
Ferry; brought up more ships above Fort Washington, and
all their boats. It is imagined they either will attempt to
penetrate into New-Jersey, or to make a push to get up
Hudson's River: the latter is believed to be their intention.
We have not batteaus or any craft to convey our troops
from one side of the river to the other. A demand has
been made on me, and I shall this day send all I have here.
You will not want for flour, for I shall immediately build
others.

From the accounts just received from Tryon County, it
is probable we shall be attacked in that quarter also. You
will, therefore, without any delay, send down such of the
Jersey and Pennsylvania battalions whose term of inlifit-
ment is expired. These to be sent down the country to
assist in opposing the enemy.

I have the fuUest confidence that on this alarminu occa-
sion the soldiers will most cheerfully continue in the ~ervice
a few weeks longer, and save their country. Let them
come by the way of Fort George; I shall have sloops io
readiness here to convey them down to the Highlands.
You will also detach one regiment at least (more if they
can prudently be spared) to meet the enemy in Tryon'
County.

Colonel Lewis goes off this instant to convey fifty bat-
teaus out of Lake George into Hudson's river. You will
therefore cause more batteaus to be brought into that lake.
General St. Clair or General Maxwell to march with the
regiments destined for the southward.

I am, dear General, your most obedient, humble servant,
PH. SCHUYLER,

General Gates.

GENERAL SCHUYLER'S ORDERS TO COLONEL DEROUS!HE.

Head-Quarters, Albany, November 12th, 1776.

SIR : You wiJI immediately man as many batteaus as
are at this post, with such of the Canadian corps as are
now in town, and proceed with them without a moment's
d~lay:to Fishkill; Upon yOU! arrival at that place you
wIll mstantly walt on the PresIdent of the Convention of
this State and conform to his directions as to your further
procedure.

By order of the General:
JOHNLANSING,Jun., A. Sec'y.

To Lieutenant-Colonel Deroussie.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO CAPTAINWHliipLE.

ORANGE COUNTY COMMIT';I'EE TO NEW"YORK CONVENTION. Newport, November 12th, 1776.

OrangeCounty,November12th,1776. SIR: Captain Bowden has waited on me here, and says
The Supervisors of the County of Orange, at their meet- that he is innocent of seducing the people to retake the

ing, do find it necessary that something should be done in ship, and I think it would be hard to censure a man for a
FIFTH SERIES.- Vox.. III. 42



659 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., NOVEMBER, 1776. 660

few dirty fellows that we know to be villains. You there-
fore have my consent that you give him an order on Mr.
Langdon for so much of his adventure as you shall think
proper, and I will ratify the same as though I had done it
myself.

I am, sir, your humb1e servant, ESEK HOPKINS.
To Abraham Whipple, Esq., Commander of the ship

Providence.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO JOHN BRADFORD.

Newport, November 12th, 1776.

SIR: Captain John Plants, who was a passenger in the
Royal Rrchange, has two hogsheads of rum on board this
brig, Lord Lifford, under your care, and as he will want a
sufficiency to bear his charges while here, should be glad
you will deliver him the two hogsheads of rum, and it will
be agreeab1e to the officers and men belonging to the tieet,
and I make no doubt but it will be agreeable to the Con-
gress.

I am, sir, your humble servant, ESEK HOPKINS.
To John Bradford, Esq., Agent for the Continental Fleet

in the State of ~Massachusetts-Bay.

CAPTAIN J. PAUL JONES TO THE MARINE COMMITTEE.

Alfred, 12th November, 1776, ~
. Off the Coast of Cape Breton. 5

GENTLEMEN: I had the honour of writing to you from
Rhode-Island 30th ultimo, with an account of my late
cruise, and copies of my letters down to the 30th of Sep-
tember. I sailed from thence 6rst current, and have met
with contrary winds and strong weather for some time
past. I have not, however, met with any material disaster.
I took the brigantine Active last night, f!'OmLiverpool for
Halifax, with an assorted cargo on private account, and
this morning I fell in with and took the ship ~JllIellish,of
three hundred and 6fty tons, fi'om London for Qu.ebeck,
with a cargo c<,!nsistingentirely of clothing. This prize is,
I believe, the most valuable ship that hath been taken by
the American arms. She made some defence, but it was
trifling. The Active, by the best accounts I can learn,
was worth six thousand potlnds sterling when she left Eng-
land. I found sixty men, women and children on board
the Mellish, several of whom are persons of distinction. I
have taken them all on board here, and shall now endeavour
all I possibly can to effect the principal part of my duty
and relieve our ill-treated fellow-citizens at Cape Breton.
The loss of the ~lellish will distress the enemy more than
can be easily imagined, as the clothing on board of her is
the last intended to be sent out for Canada this season, and
all that hath preceded it is already taken. The situation
of Burgoyne's army must soon become insupportable. I
will not lose sight of a prize of such importance, but will
sink her ratherthan suffer her to fall again into their hands.
I send the Active into port, and she conreys this. There
are among the prisoners forty seamen and soldiers, with
their officers.

I am, with much esteem and respect, gentlemen, your
much obliged, very obedient, and most humb1e servant,

J. P. JONES.

The Honourable Marine Committee, Philadelphia.

CAPTAIN JONES TO LIEUTENANT SPOONER.

Alfred, 12th November, 1776, ~
Off the Coast of Cape Breton. 5

SIR : You are hereby appointed commander of our prize
the brigantine Active, fr'om Liverpool for lIalifax. Y 011

are directed to proceed with all possible despatch for the
State of North-Carolina, and to deliver your charge (the
brigantine Active with my letters) unto Robert Smith, Esq.,
the agent at Edenton. I request you to be very careful

to keep a good look-out to prevent your being surpl'ised or
retaken; and yo!!..m.ust by no means break bulk, or destroy
any part of the cargo or stores except what may be abso-
lute[y necessary for your subsistence during the passage.
If you find it impossible to reach and get into iyorth.
Carolina, you are at liberty to go into any other of the
United States of North America. I wish you a safe and

speedy passage, and am, sir, your most obedient, very
humble servant,

J P JOHN AUL ONES.

To Mr. Walter Spooner, Lieutenant of the ship-of-war the
Alfred, and Commander of the Alfred's prize the brig-
antine Active.

N. B. When off the bar of Ockricoc7c you are to hoist
a jack or ensign on the under part of your jib-boom as a
signal for a pilot, and hoist your ensign union down.

CAPTAIN JONES TO ROBERT SMITH.

Alfred, off the Coast of Cape Breton, ~
12th November, 1776. 5

SIR: I am happy in this opportunity of acknowledging
the great obligation I owe to Mr. Hewes, by addressing my
prize, the brigantine Active, to you. I have seen and do
esteem yourself; but I knew your brother James well,
when I was myself a son of fortune. You will perhaps
hear from me again in a short time. Meanwhile you may
promulgate that I have taken the last transport with cloth-
ing for Canada; no other will come out this season, and
all that have been sent before her are taken. This will
make Burgoyne" shake a cloth in the wind," and check
his progress on the Jakes. I have taken a private adven-
ture of Captain Foxe's (in slops) for the use of my seamen,
and should he be allowed his private trade, you will please
to give him any credit he may occasionally want under 6fty
pounds sterling, till I write you more particular1y on the
subject.

I have the honour to be, with much esteem, sir, your
most obedient, very humble servant,

JOHN PAUL JONES.

To Robert Smith, Esq., agent for the State of North.
Carolina.

VAN BIEBER &; HARRISON TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

St. Eustatia,13th November, 1776.

GENTLEMEN : We have this day drawn on you in favour
of Mr. John P/!lrrott, for four hundred dollars, for which
draft we received specie from him, and flatter ourselves it
will be duly honoured. We can assure you Mr. Parrott's
cash came very opportunely to our assistance,having more
engagements on account of the pub[ick now due than we
can ccnveniently pay.

Weare, with much esteem,gentlemen, your most obedient
servants,

VAN BIBBER & HARRISON.

To the honourable the Connci[ of Safety of ltlaryland, An-
napolis.
P. S. No mention was made by either of us whether

hard specie was to be paid in ~laryland or not, but hope
you will satisfy the bearer of the bill. V. B. & H.

THOMAS SMYTH TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Annapolis, November 13th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN : Your not getting here this morning before
I leave town prevents me from having the pleasure of seeing
you. ..

The sooner you send the salt for curing the one hundred
barrels of beef, which you have empowered me to purchase,
the belter, or the best beef wiH all be sold; and at the same
time it will be necessary to send me about £250.

Permit me to remind your Honours of the application of
Mr. Alexander Murray, for the command of the Province
schooner now at Mr. Steuart's yard. Should you favour
him with the appointment, his brother, Doctor Murray, will
immediately inform him thereof; and

I am, with much respect, gentlemen, your most obedient
servant,

THOMAS SMYTH.

To the honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

BENJAMIN RU~JSEY TO DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER.
Philadelphia, 13th November, 1776.

SIR: Congress ha ve this day given an answer to the reso-
lutions of ollr State, which being an entire new one, we
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have despatched to the proper place to be considered. They
resolve that the troops may be inlisted for three years, and a

~bounty of twenty dollars only to be given; or during the war,
and one hundred acres of land be arlded to the bounty.
They will not specify where the land lies belonging to the
United States.

Our instructions run that they are to be- inlisted during
the war; of course when our State accedes to it we can
proceed. Congress has got rid of the difficulty with r.espect
to the land, and has not closed in with eithe[ of the proposi-
tions made by'our State, nor receded entirely from their own
resolution. But if they have escaped, they embarrass us.
What can we do with our Regu]ars? They arein]isted during
the war. Must we inlist them again in the service of the
State for three years? I imagine our State wi\1 not incline
to do so; if they do, we ought to have instructions on that
head.

King brought only one of the bundles of commissions up;
, there are not more than enough for four battalions. There

are five of the Flying-Camp and two of the Regulars. The
German and Rifle companies will make the eighth. Surely,
then, you have not sent commissions enough.

I should be obliged to you to send up a copy also of the
resolves of Congress relative to the raising the eighty-eight
battalions, as we have not got it, and would be as little
troublesome as possible to the Congress.

Four thousand of our troops, under General Putnam, have
crossed the North River to reinforce General Grer-ne,who
has six.thousand under his command, to prevent the enemy
plundering the Jerseys or penetrating to this place, and I
suppose they will be followed by a more considerable
number if the enemy pass that river.

Very litt]e of the transactions of Convention have trans-
pired here. You are exceedingly concise on that head.
You tell me they are still engaged about the Constitution.
I should naturally have concluded they were so. But pray
wbat sort of a Constitution have they framed? How far
monarchical, aristocratick, or democratick? bow far a mix-
ture? how balanced each power? It is a matter of great
importance to a subject of a State that power should be well
and equa\Jy balanced.

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
BENJUIIN RUMSEY.

The Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq., An-
napolis.
H we stay bere mucb longer tbe Flying-Camp wi]] come

near us, or to us.

BENJAMIN RUMSEY TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, November 13th, 1776.

SIR: A man who has contracted to furnish Mr. Green, on
account of our State, with forty reams of paper, called on
me the other day and informed me that they were ready;
that Mr. Green had directed him to send them down by
water; but reflecting on the orders given by the members of
Congress from our State not to bazard a former quantity by
water, he was apprebensive that be should do wrong to risk
them now, a thought which did not strike him till aftel' the
departure of Mr. Green, and that he would on notice send
them ,by wagon. I forgot in my two former despatches to
mention it, but informed him he would receive a line from
our State relative to it.

I am, sir, YOUI'most humble servant,
BENJAMIN RUMSEY.

To the Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq.,
Annapolis.
One hundred sail of transports, under sufficIent convoy,

have sailed from New-York to the southward.

State for salt for curing the same, they have referred us to
Congress for orders to tbem wbat proportion of salt, that is
already imported, or may be imported, be rleJivered us for
that purpose. As this is the most suitable time for procllring
and salting both beef and pork, which, if now neglected,
the Army must suffer, therefore request an answer as soon
as convenient.

I am, in behalf of Mr. Carpenter Tf1harton and self,
your Honours' most obedient, humble servant,

THOS. LOWRY.
Philadelphia, November 13, 1776.

ADDRESS OF THE GRAND JURY OF BURLINGTON COUNTY, NEW-

JERSEY.

To the Honourable SAMUEl,TUCKER, Esq., one of the
Judges of the Supreme Court Jor the State oj NEW-
JERSEY:

The Address oj the Grand Jury oj the County oj BUR-
LINGTON,in the said State:

Having for some time past witnessed an mterruption of
the free enjoyment of our civil liberties by the hand. of
British tyranny and usurpation, the Grand Jury for the
County of Burlington cannot forbear expressing their un-
feigned satisfaction at tbe opening of tbe Supreme Court of
the State of New-Jersey. The Constitntion, as lately
formed by the honourable Convention of this State, gives
us the utmost satisfaction, and, as we believe, the County
we represent. 'We flatter ourselves that, in due season,
under the Divine protection,we sha\Jbe enabled to baffle
the designs of our cruel enemy, and reap the benefits thereof.
Conscious, however, of the goodness of our cause, and the
rectitude of Ollr intentions, the Grand Jury for the County
of Burlington are determinedto do theirpart forthe support
and relief of their much-injured country.

We congratulate you, sir, on your appointment as one of
the Judges of the SupremeCourt of this State. We have
no doubt of your integrity and assiduity, and can only wish
your country had called you to so important an office in
times less perilous and dangerous. But, sir, let the peril and
difficulty of the times be a criterion to distinguish who are
real friends to their country and who are not.

Signed by order of the Grand Jury:
W. POTTS,Foreman.

November 13, 1776.

ANSWER OF JUDGE TUCKER.

GENTLEMEN: I most cordia1ly thaOnk you for your address.

Your firmness in the cause of freedom is very agreeable to
me, and am happy to find the Grand Jury for the opulent
County of Burlington are determined to support their rights
as freemen under our new and happy Constitution, in which
they may rely on every assistance in my power.

Your good opinion of me affords me sensible pleasure,
and bope my future conduct wi1l be sucb as will meet with
the approbation of every freeman in the State of New-
Jersey.

November 13, 1776.
SA~tUEL TUCKER.

RICHARD DALLAM TO RICHARD PETERS.

[Read 15th, 1776. J
New-Brunswick, November 13th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I have just received your favour by return
of my express, and in answer inform you tbat this mornina
received a letter from Fort Lee by express, to send up
there forty thousand dollars immediately, and informing me
that a large body of troops were sent over on this side the
North River, who would be under the necessity of applymg
to me for their pay, wbich I shall not hesitateto do, though
not properly under my department, unless forbid by Con-

PETITION OF ~HOMASLOWRY. gress. The Flying-Camp men are for the most part on
To the Honourable the Contznental Congress: this side, and a brigade of Virginians, who inform me are

Mr. TVharton and myself being appointed by Colonel in want of pay. Under these circumstances you will know
Joseph Trumbull, Commissary-General, to purchase and the sum of fifty thousand dollars will be of but ]ittle use,
cure beefand pork in the States of New-Jersey,Pennsyl- and you will therefore order a much larger as soon as
vania, and ]}laryland, in consequence of which we have possible.
purchased a large number of cattle, which are now on I am, sir, your very humble servant,
hand and must be killed immediately, as there is no pasture RICHARD DALLAM,D. Q. M. Gen'l.
for them. Having applied to the Council of Safety of tbis To R. Peters1 Esq., See'y to the War Office.

...
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Return oj the Forces encamped on the JERSJI:YShore, commanded by Major-General GREENE,November 13, 1776.

Return of Detachments and Out Guards, furnished from
FOBTLEE, November 14th, 1776.

NATH. GREENE, Major-General.

HUGH HUGH:ES TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE NEW-YORK CON-

VENTION.

[November 13, 1776.]

SIR: By order of General Lee, I am to acquaint you
that the enclosed return contains an account of stock brought
from below the lines, which the General thought it his indis-
pensable duty to have driven off, lest the enemy might avail
themsel ves of so desirable an opportunity. He desires that
you would please to cornmunicate the affair to the Conven-
tion of this State in order that proper care may b!}taken of
them.

I have sent this by the Lieutenant, who was a party to
driving the cattle, that he might inform more particularly
the situation, &c., of them.

I am, with the greatest respect, sir, your most obedient
and very humble servant,

HUGH HUGHES, Ass't Q.M.G.
To the Hon. President of Convention.

COUNCIL OF WAR, NOVEMBER 13TH, 1776.

At a COllncil of Will' held at Peekski.ll, NQvember 13th,
1776 in order to consider the nature and situation of the
groun'ds and different posts in the Highlands, and a proper
disposition of the troops to each of them, present: MaJor-
General Heath, Brigadier-Generals James Cli~ton, George

NATH. GREENE, it/ajor-General.

Clinton, John M. Scott,
Colonel Duer.

What number of trooes will be necessary to secure the
post on the west side of Hudson river?

The unanimous opinion that foul' hundred men be posted
at or near Sidnum's Bridge, across the Ramerpough.

What number of troops are necessary for the post above
Peekskill Landing?

The unanimous opinion that one brigade is necessary for
the last-mentioned post.

What number of troops are necessary for the post to the
northward of Peekskill Bridge? This post, and the post at
the gorge of the mountains, are to be considered as involved
in each other.

The unanimous opinion that the remaining troops of the
division be posted at the last-mentioned post and their
dependencies.

.

The unanimous opinion of Council that the troops for the
west side of the river be taken from General Parsons's
division, and that Colonel Huntington and Colonel Tyler's
regiments be assigned accordingly.

The unanimous opinion of Council that General Clinton's
brigade be posted on the height above Peekskill Landing,
and that the three regiments of General Parsons's brigade,
viz: Prescott's, Ward's, and Wyllys's, together with Gen-
eral Scott's brigade, take post at the gorge at the south
entrance of the mountains.

That a quantity of drugs and medicines which are at the
house of Doctor Hickford, be immediately secured.

~JJ1orriss, Colonel' Putnam,

GENERAL HEATH'S ORDERS TO COLONEL HUNTINGTON.

S~R: You will as soon as possible embark your own
regiment and Colonel Tyler's, with their tents and baggage,
(and also Captain Bryant's company Qfartillery,) on board
the boats at Peekskill Landing, and proceed to Haverstraw,
on the west side of Hudson's river. You are there to
procure teams for your tents, baggage, &c., and march the
regiments to the entrance of the Highlands, near Sidnum's
Bridge, at Rampaaugh river, where you will encamp
your men, and with all possible despatch, endeavour to
get the troops covered, in the cheapest and best way that
you can. I think that log-houses, if timber is plenty, will
be best. You are also to turn your attention to the fortify-
ing of the pass. Mr. Kechin, an engineer, will be sent to
your assistance for that purpose. Your own good judgment
and knowledge of discipline renders it needless for me to say
any thing on that head, being confident that you will see
that good order is kept. You will take particular care that
as soon as the men get covering, the tents are collected and
stored. '

Given under my hand, at Peekskill,
1776.

To Colonel Huntington.

November 13th,

W. HEATH.
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GENERAL SCHUYLER TO ROBERT H. HARRISON.

Albany, NQvember 13th, 1776, nine o'dock at night.

SIR: I am this moment favoured with yourS of the 9th
by Mr. Bennet. It gives me great pleasure to learn that
General Howe encounters so many. difficulties. I have
great hopes that the sanguine expectations of our enemies
will meet with disappointment.

I have sent ten or eleven batteaus to Fishkills, to be
forwarded to the Army, which have probably arrived th'ere
this day. Six more of a larger size go to-morrow, and
yesterday I despatched Colonel Lewis to Lake George to
bring fifty from thence, and I leave this at four to-morrow
morning to go and expedite them. As the enemy are
certainly retired into Canada, I have ordered such of the
Pennsylvania and Jersey regimentswhose terms of inlist-
ment are expired, ft'om Tyonderoga. They will probab!y
leave it to-morrow ; and I make no doubt but that they wIll
cheerfuJly continue to serve with his Excellency for some
time. It is what I have requested of them. I hope these
measures will m.eetwith his Ex.cellency's approbation. You
will please to convey my best respects to him.

I am, sir, with esteem, your most obedient, humble ser-
vant, PH. SCHUYLER.
To Robert H. Harrison, E5q., Secretary, &c.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL GATES.

Albany, November 13, 1776.

DEARSIR: Congress have resolved that Colonel Ogden
should complete his regiment. He goes to Ticonderoga to
try what men he can recruit there. I think every engine
should be set at work in order to engage an Army. The
money is daily expected here, and a supply will be sent
you as soon as it anives.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
PH. SCQ1:/YLER.

Hon. General Gates.

ISAAC PARIS TO THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONVEN':fION.

Tryon County Committee.Chamber, November 13th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:It is lamentable that we have occasion to
inform you that Captain John Winn stands charged with
killing one of his men by a push with the muzzle of his gun
into his belly. Having examined several witnesses, it
seems to appear that he is guilty; in consequence whereof,
we have thou<tht proper to commit him to Johnstown jail,
to the care ;f the commanding officer of that post. We
therefore pray that you in your wisdom may, as soon as
possible, give such directions in the premises as you think.
proper..

Weare, gentlemen, with esteem and respect, your obedi-
ent, humble servant,

By order of the Committee: ISAACPARtS, Ch'n.

To the honourable Con.vention of the State of Ne,w-York.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety of
Connecticut, November 13, 1776:

Preseot: Ris Honour the Governour, Eliphalet Dyer,
Jabez Huntington, Samuel Huntington, Jedediah Elderkin,
and Nathaniel Wales, Jun., Esquires.

Advised on sundry matters, and adjourned to the 14th
instant.

November 14th.-Met according to adjournment.
Present the same as yesterday, and with addition of

Benjamin Huntington and William Hillhouse, Esquires.
Voted, That an order be drawn on the Committee of the

Pay-Table for £24 lOs., in favour of William Wheeler, for
his service and expense as Commissary of the north end of
Lake George, Anno, 1775.

His Account is as follows:
Dr. The State of Connecticut to William Wheeler, in capa-

city of Commissary at the north end of Lakr; George by
order of ColonelBenjaminHinman, by warrantdated 3d
July, 1715.

To five months and two-thirds in that service, at
£6 per month, - - - £34

Supra is credit.
By pay as a soldier, received from Captain Na-

thaniel , on his pay-roll four and two>-
thirdsmonths, - - 9100

--
£24 10 0

Order drawn November 14th, 1176, deliveredMr. Wil-
liam Wheeler.

The above order is to be charged in account against the
United States of America, for the regiment commanded by
Colonel Hinman for said service.

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table for £15 6s. 5d., in
favour of Lieutenant John Beadle, for expense of the guard
under his commandin bringing a numberof Tories from
Stamford to this place, and time. (Order drawn 14th
November, and delivered to Lieutenant Beadle.)

Thomas Mt(mford, Esq., exhibited an account of some
Small-Arms and three bo1ts of Duck, to amount of £38
14s., which is allowed, and voted to draw on the Pay-Table
for the same, it being £20 14s. for the Guns and Bayonets,
and £ 18 for the Duck. (Order delivered Thomas Mum-
ford, Esq., November 14th, 1776.)

Memorandum: To rectify the mistake about fourteen six-
pound Cannon, for Mr. Thomas Mumford, which ought to
have been thought of some time past.

Voted and Resolved, The Committee of Inspection of
the Town of Leban~n be, and they ire herebydirectedand
authorized to take the care and custody of the Prisoners sent
here under guard from Stamford, as being persons danger-
ous to the State, and to disposeof and govern them in the
best manner they can, as their prudence shall dire«t, until
further orders from the General Assembly, or the Governour
and his Council aforesaid.

NOTIFICATION FOR MEETING OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF

CONNECTICUT.

State of CONNECTICUT-By the Governour.
To the Honourable the Deputy Governour, Assistants, Rep-

resentatives, and SecretaTYof this State:
Business ofjmportance requiring your speedy attention

and consideration, you are hereby noticed tQ att.end and
meet in General Assembly, at the Court-House in Hartford,
in said State, on Tuesday, the nineteenth day of November
instant, at ten of the clock in the forenoon, then and there to
advise and consult on such matters and business as shall be
laid before you.

Given under my hand in Lebanon, the 13th day of
November, 1716. JON'TH TRmmuLL.

Windham-Captain Jabez Huntington, Captain Ebene-
zer Mosely.

Mansfield-Mr. Const. Southworth, Mr. Edmund Free-
man.

Coventry-Captain Ebenezer Kingsbury, Mr. Abraham
Burnap.

Ashford-Captain Benjamin Clark, Captain Elisha
Wales.

Stamford-Captain Isaac Pinney, Captain Samuel Da-
vIce.

Wellington-Captain Timothy Pearl, Mr. MosesHolms.
Seventy-two miles travel, 1776, November 14th and 15th. Notified

these Representatives p. Elisha White.
1776, November 16th. Order given for 24 shillings for service.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL '.1'0 GENERAL WASHINGTON.

. Lebanon, November 13th, 1776.

SIR: Your favours of the 6th, 7th, and 10th instant, are
received, and am much obliged to your Excellency for the
early notice given me in that of the 9th, of the supposed
embarka60n of about three thousand of the enemy, and of
their destination.

Yours of the 7th, advising of the approaching dissolution
of a large part of our Army is truly alarming, and that
season drawing near am sensible will be most critical, and
that every method possible ought to be taken in order in
some good measure to supply the deficiency which must
happen by their dismission: for which purpose, as well as for
a reconsideration of the matters referred to in yours of the

o 0 10th, has induced me to call the Assembly of this State, to
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meet at Hartford on Tuesday next. The reasons you have
therein lYivenof the !!"reat inconvenience which may happen
by addi~g to the w;\ges of the soldi~ry to be raised in this
State beyond the encouragements gIVen by Congress are
indeed obvious, and which effectually operated to prevent
our AssemblYtakin£ such a step until the Committee of the
Massachusetts passed New-Haven for the Army, and there
gave out to sundry of our members that tha.t ~tate had given
the additional enconragement of twenty shlJlmgs per month,
and that New-Hampshire undoubtedly had done the same.
That beinlY the case, we were induced to resume the subject
and make ~he addition, being sensible it would be im.possible
to raise. our quota on terms inferiour to those gi~en by o~r
neighbo=uring States. Tho' we are apprehensIve that It
will be attended with much greater difficulty to recede from
the additional encouragements than if they had never been
given.

. .
The earliest notice shall be given you of the resolutIons

of our Assembly. ,

Hope our Army may be established on a firm and united
footing.

I am, with great esteem and regard, sir, your most obe-
dient, humble servant,

JON'TH TRUMBULL.

General Washington.

THOMAS SWORDS TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Preston, 13 November, 1776.

SIR: As I have not heard from Albany since I had the
pleasure of seeing you, must acquaint you that my mind is
much distressed not only on account of my present disagree-
able situation, but also on a[:count of my tender and nume-
rous family, which I have not seen for near eight months, nor
do I know what situation they are in. Duty and love calls
me to them. If! can be permitted to go and see them shall
return, upon the faith of a man of honour, according to the
rules that may be prescribed, if not further enlarged by the
Albany Committee. If this request can be granted, which
I hope in God it will, shall most punctually adhere thereto.
I am short of clothing for the ensuing season and several
other necessaries, not to mention the distresses my family
must labour under.

Doctor Downer has paid me the amount of your order,
and now in want of a further supply, for which shall give an
order on the Paymaster-General of his Britannick Majesty's
forces at New- York, or any merchant in the city of Albany.
I hope you will take it into con~ideration and make my case
your own. '"'

I am, sir, your most respectful, humble servant,
THOMAS SWORDS.

To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO CAPTAIN HINMAN.

Newport, November 13th, 1776.

SIR : You are to make all the despatch you .can to get to
Boston, and get the Cabot fitted for sailing as soon as possi-
ble, and get such provisionson board as will last three or four
months, if to be had, and join me perl' as soon as possible.
If I should be sailed before you get here, I shall leave direc-
tions here for you to follow, and where to join the fleet.

I am your friend and humble servant,
ESEK HOPKINS.

To Elisha Hinman, Esq., Commander of the Cabot.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO JOHN BRADFORD.

Newport, November 13th, 1776.

SIR: I am directed by the Marine Committee to prose-
cute an exp~dition in which the Cabot is to be joined.
These are therefore to desire you to assist Captain Hinman
with a sufficient quantity of provisions, and money sufficient
to enable him to get his vessel fit to come round here with
all the expedition possible, as the season requires despatch.

I am, with great esteem, sir, your humble servant,
ESEK H.oPKINS.

To John Bradford, Esq., Agent for the Continental Fleet
ipthe State of Massachusetts, at Boston. .

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM AN OFFICER ON BOARD THE
ALFRED, OFF THE COAST OF CAPE BRETON, TO A GEN-
TLEMAN OF DISTINCTION IN THE STATE OF RHODE-
ISLAND, DATED NOVEMBER 13, 1116.

W I' have met with contrary winds and stormy weather

for this week past, ever since we passedHalifax. We have,
however, taken the brigantine Active, from Liverpool, on a
private account for Halifax, a prize worth six thousand
pounds sterling prime cost; but we have besides been
remarkably successful in taking the ship Mellish, a transport
from London for Quebeck, laden entirely with clothing, the
last to be sent out this fall. And as all that hath formerly
beed'sent to Canada are taken, this last blow will make
Burgoyne shake a cloth in the wind, and check his progress
on the lakes. This transport sails very fast; she was lately
called the Thunder-Bomb, and is now rebuilt, mounted with
guns, and made some little defence. As we think her of too
much importance to be lost sight of, we pl'Opose to man her
well, and keep her with us till our return, which we hope
will be very soon. We will sink the Mellish rather than
suffer her to fall alYain into their hands. We have taken in
her between sixtyOand seventy prisoners, several of whom
are officers, and people of condition.,

JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, November 14th,' 1776.

SIRs: I sent you by a vessel yesterday one hundred bar-
rels of bread and eighteen casks of powder, for Colonel
Hooe, and a guard with the boat to carry your salt. But
she went to the point to take in the salt, as I thought, but
went off without taking it, and I fear much to your preju-
dice. But you may depend it shall come with the next boat.
We are going on as well aswe can. I hope the Resolution
will be with you Sunday next, and .the schooner Friendsltip
by the middle of next week. The brig is here done, and
ready for flour. The butchers are sa1tin4gthe beef. The
sails are making for such as want small sails,and thingsare
going tolerable. But the consumption of cash is great, with
so many sundry things doing. Pleasesenda sum of money
by the bearer Captain Stone. I will do all I can for you,
and remain your humble servant,

JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH.
The Honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.

I thought you had staves, but can find none to dunnage
the vesselswith; am forced to buy them.

HUGH LYON TO MARYLAND COUNCIl. OF SAFETY.

November 14th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The Committee of Observation for Prince
George's County having your letter of the 29th October
before them, requesting the exchange of Bristol shot for the
like quantity of lead, the Committee at present cannot
inform you what quantity they have on hand, as part of said
shot have a1ready been exchanged for lead. However, an
inquiry shall be made, and information given you as soon
as may be, if the quantity they have on hand should be
worth while sending; and am, for and on behalf of the Com-
mittee, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,

HUGH LYON.
The right honourable the Council of Safcty, Annapolis.

ISAAC VAN BIBBER TO MARYL.\ND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

November 14th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: There is arrived by Captain Hill, whose
vessel comes to the -address of Usher and myself, also in
Captain Booker, whose vessel comes to my address, two
large parcels of powder for the Council of Safety of Mary-
land, of which parcels I apprehend you are advised by the
shippers; part of which powder we have delivered to Mr.
lIopkins, your magazine-keeper, and part the country peo-
ple took out as soon as the vessel came to. tbe wharf, and
put in a warehouse at Fell's Point, in order to come at the
salt, which powder we want your instl'llctions about. There
is ten per cent. on freight due. I have been selling powder
consigned to me, for seven shillings and seven shillings six:
pence.



669 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., NOVEMBER, 1776. 670

Please to give me your instructions, and direct where I
must apply for the freight, and you will much oblige your
humble servant, I V BSAAC AN IBBER.

To the honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO MARYLAND CONVENTION.

Philadelphia, November 14, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The enclosed letter from Mr. Searle, a
gentleman of honour and a fi'iend to the cause of America,
containing the most important intelligence, I am commanded
by Congress to forward to you with the utmost expedition.
The uncertain destination of the fleet therein mentioned,
makes it absolutely necessary that you should be informed
of their sailing, tbat you may make every preparation in your
power .to defend yourselves in case of an a.ttack.

I most ardently entreat your attention and exertion on the
present occasion, and have the honour to be, gentlemen,
your most obedient and very humble servant,

~.

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To the honourable the Convention of the State of Mary-
land, at Annapolis.
By an express just received, General Carleton with al1

his forces has retreated to Quebeck. You will please to
forward by a fresh express the despatches for the Southern
States.

Long-Branch, New-Jersey, Wedn
.

esday Morning.)
Twelve o'clock. S

DEAR SIR: About ten o'clock this morninO' appeared
round the point of Sandy-Hook a number of ~essels out-,
ward-bound. They are still coming Ollt in great numbers.
As I unfortunately have no glass, I cannot as yet distinguish
their motions.

I shall detain the express; however, one hour longer, that
I may endeavour to form some judgment of their numbers
and course.

One o'clock.-I do not think it prudent to detain the
bearer any longer. The ships come out but slowly at pres-
ent. About one hundred sail appear round the Hook, and
appear to be standing to the southward, wind at northwest.
I observe one or two that appear to be very large. Do me
the favour to send word to Mrs. Searle, that I set out for
Philadelphia this afternoon, and shaH be there on Friday
at noon.

I am, sir, your affectionate and obliged friend and servant,
JA~IES SEARLE.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, November 14th, 1776.

SIR: The enclosed letter from Mr. Searle, a gentleman
of honour and a friend to the cause of America, I am com-
manded by Congress to forward to you with the utmost
expedition. The uncertain destination of the fleet therein
mentioned makes it absolutely necessary that you should
be informed of the intelligence as soon as possible, that you
may make such dispositions of the troops under your com-
mand as you shall judge proper.

I have the honour to be, with every sentiment of esteem
and respect, sir, your most obedient and very humble ser-
vant .,

JOHN HANCOCK, Prestdent.

To His Excellency General Washington, Commander-in-
Chief of the Forces of the United States, &c., at White-
Plains, or elsewhere.

[The same to the Commanding Officer in- New-Jersey, and to his
Excellency GO'lernour Livingston.]

Long-Branch, Wednesday morning, 12 o'clock'.

DEAR SIR: Your letter to me by the express was de-
livered about an hour ago. I have despatched Lieutenant
Cook, of the Militia quartered here, with two letters enclosed
for Tom's river. The commanding officer here imme-
diately upon my application gave direction to Mr. Cooke to
proceed down with tbe letter. Mr. Cook is a very careful
young man, and has a brother at Tom'~ river, (hearty in
the cause of freedom,) who will give any assistance that

may be necessary. I gave Mr. Cook full directiol) how to
proceed, in order to get the letter conveyed, 01'rather deliv-
ered by himself to the Captains, and have also desired him
to get any assistance to the Captains if they should want to
forward accounts to Philadelphia.

About ten o'clock this morning appeared round the point
of Sandy-Hook a number of vf.sselsoutward-bound. TjJey
are still coming out in great numbers. As I have unfor-
tunately no glass I cannot as yet distinguish their motions.
I shall detain the express one hour longer, that I may
endeavour to form some judgment of their number and
course. .

One o'clock.-I do not think it prudent to detain the
bearer any longer. . The ships come out but slowly; at pre-
sent about one hundred sa.il appear round the Hook, and
appear to be standing to the souihward, wind at northwest.
I observe one or two that appear to be very large. Do me
the favour to send word to Mrs. Searle that I set out for
Philaddphia this afternoon, and shall be there on Friday
noon.

I am, dear sir, your affectionate and
servant,

obliged friend and

J AMES SEARLE.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO THE ASSEMBLIES OF THE SOUTH-

ERN STATES.

Philadelphia, November 14th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:The enclosed letter from Mr. Searle,.a gen-
tleman of honour and a friend to the cause of America, con-
taining the most important intelligence, I am commanded by
Congress to forward to you with the utmost expedition. The
uncertain destination of the fleet therein mentioned makes it
absolutely necessary that you should be informed of their
sailing, that you may make every preparation in your power
to defend yourselves in case of an attack. I most ar,dently
entl'eat your attention and exertion on the present occa- .
sion; and have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most
obedient and very humble servant, .

,

JOHN HANCOCK, Pres't.

Assembly of Delaware.
[Same to Convention of .Maryland, Assembly of Virginia, Convention

of North-Carolina, Assembly of South-Carolina.]

BOARD OF WAR TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

War-Office, November 14th, 1776.

SIR: The Congress having received information that a
considerable part of the enemy's fleet had sailed from
Sandy-Hook to the southward, and judging that immediate
steps were necessary to be taken for the preservation and
defence of this city, were pleased to vest us with all their
powers to effect tbis important business. As General
Jtlijflin has a considerable influence in this place, the Board
judge it for the interest of the service that he be imme-
diately ordered to this city, where his exertions we doubt
not will turn out to the advantage of our cause.

Your Excellency will therefme be pleased to give him
directions upon the subject as soon as possible, provided
you shall be of opinion that he cannot be more usefully
employed in any other place, which we beg leave to
submit to you. If the enemy should bend their way to

'this part of the Continent, we doubt not that your ~xcel-
lency will yield us every possible assistance.

With every sentiment of este:ern,we have the honour to
be, your Excellency's most obedient and very humb]e
servants,

BENJ. HARRISON,

JAMES WILSON,
E. RUTLEDGE,
FRANCIS LIGHTFOOT LEE.

His Excellency General Washington, Commander-in-Chief
of the Forces of the United States.

BOARD OF WAR TO THE ASSOCIATORS OF PENNSYLVANIA.

War-Office, November 14th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Congress have received intelligence that a
fleet of the enemy, consisting of several hundred sail, were
yesterday discovered near Sandy-Hook, steering to the
southward. It is highly probable that their destination is
for Delaware and the city of Philadelphia. It is needless
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to observe that the utmost vigour and desp,atch are neces-
sary to counteract .the desig~s o~the enemy and ?efend this
city, the preservation of whICh ISof very great Importance
to the general cause. Congress have directed us to co-
operate with the Council of Safety of this State in concert-
inD' measures proper on the present emergency, and have
in~ested us with their fuH power to carry such measLlres
into execution. In discharge of the tmst committed to us,
we think it our duty to recommend it to you, in the warmest
and most earnest manner, immediately to put YOLlrselvesin
array and march by companies and parts of companies, as
you can be ready, with the utmost expedition to this city.
Its safety and the interest of the United States point out

.

the necessity of your strongest exertions.
~ General Washington, at the head of a considerable part

of his Army, is advancing southward, but Ilotwiths,tanding
all the despatch he can possibly make, the enemy may
arrive before him. If they shaH be opposed with proper
spirit and sufficient numbers at their first approach, there is
the greatest reason to expect that their views will finally be
defeated, and they will experience, to their cost and dis-
grace, that on no part of the Continent they can make an
impression. They have been already obliged to abandon
Crown-Point and retire into Canada.

It is vain to hope for lenity from your inveterate foes.
Their tender mercies are cruelty. The property of those
who have acted as their friends is not safer than that of
those whom they consider as their enelpies. Devastation
of every kind marks their footsteps.

Congress will do eve~y thing in their power to strengthen
"

you. Expresses for thIS purpose are already sent off to the
neighbouring States.

Every thing dear to freemen is now at stake. The
freemen of Pennsylvania will undoubtedly discover the
spirit and zeal which their country expect and their critical
situation demands.

Attest:

BENJ!MIN HARRISON,
JAMES WILSON,
EDw'D RUTLEDGE,
FRANCIS LIGHTFOOT LEE.

RICH'D PETERS, &c'ry.

MARINE COMMITTEE TO JOHN WEItEAT.

November ]4, 1776.

SIR: By the recommendation of George WaltQn, Esq.,
one of your Delegates in Congress, we have appointed you
Continental Agent in the State of Georgia.. In that station
it will fall to your share to supply all Continental cruisers
or other vessels in the Continental service with provisions,
stores, and necessaries; to assist the Captains and officers in
whatever may be needful; to advance them moneys, give
them advice, and in all things take care of the interests.of
the U1Iited States. If any prizes are sent into Georgia by
the Continental cruisers, you are to receive them, libel and
prosecute to condemnation; then make publick sale of ves-
sels, cargoes, and all effects that are condemned; and for your
guidance we send you a pamphlet containing the rules and
regulations in these respects; and we shall also send you at
a future day copies of our official letters to all our agents
along the Continent.

You will receive this by an advice boat belonging to the
Continent, called the Georgia Packet, intended to be an
advice boat between your State and the Congress. She
has been loaden this voyage by your Delegates with stores
for your State, and we expect you will credit us a hand-
some freight for the same. We desire you may receive
these goods with despatch, and as the Secret Committee of
Congress order a cargo back, we hope you will use equal
despatch in shipping it. Lieutenant Bu£k, who commands
this schooner, is ordered to put all the letters he carries into
the post office; and we desire you will inform.the post-
master he is to charge the same postage as if they had come
by land, for we expect in this way to raise something
towards defraying the expense of these packets in future,
although at present the letters will be very few. You will
please to advertise for letters back by this packet, and, as
soon as you can, despatch this schooner back for this port.
You will keep a regular account of your disbursements for
this schooner, and if any balance arises in your favour we
will pay your drafts on us for the amount.

We hope you will not suffer Captain Bw:kto lose any
time nor stand in need of any assistance that you can afford
him. .

We are, sir, your humble servants.
John Wereat, Esq., Georgia.

MARINE COMMITTEE TO LlEDTENANT BUClt.

November 14, 1776.

SIR: The Continental scho~ner Georgia Packet, under
your command, being now fitted, manned, and ready for
sea, you are to proceed with said schooner and cargo for
Savannah, in Georgia, and on your arrival there, deliver
the cargo put on board said schooner by the Georgia Dele-
gates to such person or persons as they may have directed
it to. Any letters you carry are to be put into the post-
office. This you must particularly attend to, and delivel'
none of them to any person but the Postmaster there.
You are to apply to John Wereat, Esq., Continental Agent
at Savannah, who will load the schooner back ","ith such.
goods as may be ordered by the Secret Committetof Con-
gress, and you are to receive on board a full loading from
him. You are to advertise for letters to be sent back in tbe
schooner, and receive all that shall offer, which are to be
put into the post-office here. When the schooner is re-
loaden at Georgia, and you have received your despatches
from Mr. Wereat, you are then to make the best of your
way back for this port. We expect diligence and despatch
from you, both at sea and in port. You are to be careful
of the schooner, her stores, and materials, kind to your offi-
cers and men, but attentive to strict discipline ana duty.
If you have the good fortune to make any prizes, send them
into any safe port in the United States, addressed to the
Continental Agent, and use your prisoners well. Should
you find it impracticable or dangerous to get into Savannah,
you may put into any other safe port in the State, and do
YOl1rbusiness there; and if on your return you find this port
shut up by the enemy, you may put into any of the inlets
of New-Jersey, and give us notice, that we may direct what
is to be done.

Wishing you success, we are, sir, your very humble ser-
vants.
To Lieutenant Isaac Buck.

COUNCIL OF SU"t1'Y or PENNSYLVANIA To :QOARD OF WAR.

November 14, 1776.

The Council of Safety present their compliments to the
honourable the Board of War, and request them to order
Captain Strahbogh, and his company of artillery, sent to
Fort lJ'lontgomery by request of Congress, to return imme-
diately, as we shaH be in great need of artillerymen,and
they are the most expert belonging to this State.
To the honourable Board of War.

PENNsYl.VANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO LANCASTEIl COMMIT-

TEE.

In CQunciiofSafety, November ]4, 1776.

~IR: We have taken the liberty to enclose a number Qf
letters fOf the Colonels of the several battalions in your
County. As they contain intelligence of the utmost import-
ance, we rely on your publick spirit and"acti\'ity in the com-
mon cause to forward them with the greatest despatch per
express as directed. We have enclosed you a copy of tbe
letter for your perusal.

By order of Council, I have the honour to be, with
respect, sir, your very. humble servant,

TRos. WHARTON,Jun., President..

To William Atlee, Egq., Chairman of the Committee of
Lancaster County, at Lancaster.

First Battalion, G. Ross. Letter delivered to Lieutenant Colonel Re;gart.
Second Battalion, C. Grubb. Letter sent by Colonel Greenwalt, who

engages to deliver it.
Third Battalion, T. Porter. Letter sent by Mr. James JtIarshall, who

engages to deliver it.
Fourth Battalion. J. B!lrd.
Fifth BattaJion, J. Craw/m'd. Letter sent by John S. Gaymaker, who

engages to deliver it.
Sixth Battalion, B. Galbreath. Letter sent by Jaeob Erisman, who will

deliver it to Captain Peden.
Seventh Battalion, ."1. Slough. Letter delivered to <AJlonelSlough.
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Eighth Biftta1ion, P.
.

Grubb. Letter sent by Win;am Campbell, Quar-
termaster of Colonel Grubb's Battalion, who engages to deliver ~t to-
day.

Ninth Battalion, P. Greenwrdl. Letter delivered to Colonel GreenwaU.
Tenth Battalion, J. Verree. Letter sent by Isaac Irwin, (member of

Committee,) who engages to deliver it.
E1eventh Battalion, T. Green. Letter sent by Colonel Gremwalt, who

engages to send it to Lieutenant-Colonel Hedrick.

In Council of Safety, Philaaelphia, November 14, 1776, ~
Twelve o'clock, Thursday. 5

SIR: We have certain intelligence that the enemy has
actuall y sailed from New- York three hundred ships for this
city, and that great numbers had got out of the Hook at
twelve o'clock yesterday, and were steering towards our
Capes. As you value the safety of your country, and all
that is dear and valuable to men, we most earnestly solicit
your immediate assistance, and that you will march. all YOUl'
battalion to this city without the least delay.

As nothing but the most hasty marching of the Militia
will enable us to make a stand, it is hoped that your battal-
ion will manifest their usual spirit, and come forth on this
trying occasion with the alacrity that will do tbem honour.
If you can collect any shO\'els, spades, grubbing-hoes, and
pitching-axes, beg you will bring them forward, and the
people shall be paid for them a full price. Three or four
good wagons to each company will be of service.

By order of Council: .
THmIAs WHARTON, Jun., President.

MARYLAND cmlMIsslONERS TO MARYLAND CONVENTION.

Philadelphia, November 14th, 1776.

SIR: On receipt of yours of the 10th instant, we waited
on the honourable Congress. Tbis morning receiv~p a
letter and resolutions of Congress-the enclosed are copies.
To uS new difficulties arise-among others a grand one:
Whether our regulal' troops (who are already engaged during
the war) should now be inlisted for three years. As we con-
ceive the. subject-matter of these resolves to be new, we
wait for further directions from the honourable Convention
of our State.

As time grows short, we have sent off the express with
the utmost despatch.

Weare, honourable sir, with great respect and esteem,
your most obedient, humble servants,

JAS. LLOYD CHAMBERLAINE,
THOS.CONTEE,
BENJAMIN RUMSAY,
JOHN HANSON, JR.

The Hon. Matthew Tilghman, Esq., President of the Con-
vention, Maryland.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO THE COMMISSIONERS FROM
MARYLAND.

Philadelphia, November 13, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: In consequence of a letter to Congress this
day received from the honourable Convention of ltlaryland,
enclosing sundry resolutions of tbat body relative to the
raising tbeir quota of the new levies, I have it in charge to
furnish you witb the resolutions of Congress, passed yester-
day, admitting the new levies to jnlist for three years, and
at the same time to inform YOll that if theinhabitants of the
State of Maryland will inlist to serve during the continuance
of the present war they already have theJaith of the United
States of America pledged for the land to be granted to
such soldiers.

The resolutions referred to you have enclosed, and con-
tain the sense of Congress 'IS to the mode of the new inlist-
ments.

I am, with esteem, gentlemen, yonr very humble servant,
JOHN HANCOCK, President.

Honourable Commissioners from Maryland for appoint-
ing officers and promoting iolistment in the Army at
Camp. .

the same Army, it would mu~h retard, if not total1y impedet
the inlistI:Jlent of the latter, and produce discontent and
murmur, unless Congress should equal1y increase the pay of
these, which it is the opinion of this Congress would univer-
sally be reprobated .as an immoderate expense, and com-
plained of as a grievous burlhen by those who must bea.r it,
and therefore that the Committee from the State of Mas-
sachusetts-Bay be desired not to inlist their men on the
additional pay offer.edby the Assembly of that State.

Upon reconsideration, the Resolution of the 16th September
last, for raising eighty-eight Battalions to serve during the
present war with Great Britain, Con<rressbein<rof opinion
that the readiness of the inhabitants ot these St;tes to enter
into the service for limited times in defence of their inval-
uable privileges, on all former occasions, gives good gronnds
to hope the same zeal for the publick good will appear in
future, when necessity calls for their assistance; and, lest the
uncertain length of time wbich forces raised during the con-
tinuance of the present war may be compelled to serve,
may prevent men from inlisting who would otberwise readily
manifest their attachment to the common cause, by en~lTinlJ"
for a limited time:

<><> ~

Therefore, Resolved, That all Non-Co~missionedOffi-
cers and Soldiers who do not incline to en<ralTetheit, service
during the continuance of the present wa~, ~nd shall inlist
to serve three years unless sooner discharged by Congress,
shall be entitled to, and receive all such Bounty and Pay
as are allowed to those who in list during the continuance
of the present war, except the one hundred acres of land,
which land is to be granted to those only wbo inlist without
limitation of time; and each recruiting officer is required to
provitle two distinct inlisting-rolls, one for such to sign as
in list during the continuance of the war, and the other for
such as inlist for three years, if their service shall be so long
required.

.

By order of Congress:
.

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

GENERAL DE LANCEY'S ORDERS.

Whereas many of the drivers of wagons of the different
Counties on Long-Island, who were impressed from time to
time into his Majesty's service, are deserted and run away,
which occasions many of the horses being lost and neglected,
this is, therefore, to inform all masters of such wagons and
teams, and their drivers, that if. they do not immediately
return to take care of their wagons and teams, and do
their duty as drivers, that the Quartermaster-Gener~1 will
not be answerable for; the loss of any of the wagons or
teams.

Dated at General De Lancey's Head-Quarters, at Oyster-
Bay, November 14, 1776.

OLIVERDE LANCEY,Brig. Gen.
WILLIAM SHERIFF,

Deputy Quartermaster-General.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO TIlE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

General Greene's Quarters, November 14, 1776.

SIR: I have the honour to inform you of my arrival here
yesterday, and that the whole of the troops belonging to the
States, which lay south of lIudson's river, and which were
in New-York Government, have passed over to. this side,
except the regiment lately Colonel Smallwood's, which I
expect is now on their march. That they may be ready
to check any incursions the enemy may attempt in this
neighbourhood, I intend to quarter them at Brunswick,
Amboy, Elizabethtown, New-Ark, and about this place,
unless Congress should conceive it,necessary for any of them
to be stationed at or more contiguous to PhiladelpMa. In
such case they will be pleased to signify their pleasure.
Tbere will be very few of them after the departure of those
who were engaged for the Flying-Camp, and which is fast
approaching. The disposition I have mentioned seems to
me well calculated for the end proposed, and also for their
accommodation.

IN CONGRESS,November 12th, 1776. The movements and designs of the enemy are not yet un-
Resolved, as the opinion of this Congress, That if the derstood. Various are the opinions and reports on this head.

Soldiers to be raised by tbe State of ltlassachusetts-Bay be From every information, tbe wbole have removed from
inlisted on the terms offered to them, which are.more advan- Dobbs's Ferry towards King's Bridge; and it seems to be
tageous than what are offered to other Soldiers serving in generally believed on all hands that tlie investing of Fort

FIFTH SERlES.- VOL.III. 43
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Washington is one object th8eyhave in view. But that
can employ but a small part of their force. Whether they
intend a southern expedition must be determined by time;
to me tbere appears a probability of it, and which seems to
be fiwoured by tbe advice we have, tbat many tl'ansports are
wooding and watering. General Greene's letter would give
you the suhstance of the intellig{'nce brought hy Mr. Merse-
reau fromStaten-Island,in this instance,wbich he returned
before it carne to me. .

Enclosed you ha ve copies of two letters frgm General
Howe, and of my answer to the first of them. The letter
alluded to and returned in his last, was one from myself to
Mrs. 1Vashington, of the 25th ultimo, from whence I con-
clude that all. the letters which went by the. Boston express
have come to his possession. You will also perceive that
General Howe has requested the return of Peter Jack, a
servant to Major Stewart, to which I bave consented, as he
was not in the military line, and the requisition agreeable
to the custom of war. This servant having been sent to
Philadelphia with tbe Waldeclcers and other prisoners, I
must request the favour of you to have him conveyed to
General Greene by the earliest opportunity, in order that he
may be returned to his master.

Before I conclude, I beg leave not only to suggest, but
to urge the necessity of increasing our field artillery very
considerably. Experience bas convinced me, as it has
every gentleman of discernment in this Army, that while we
remain so mnch inferiour to the enemy in this instance, we
must carryon the war under infinite disadrantages, and
without tbe smallest probability of success. It has been
pec'JliarlY owing to the situation of tbe country where their
operations have been conducted, and to the rough and
strong grounds we possessedourselves of, and over which
they had to pass, that they have not carried their arms, by
means of their artillery, to a much greater ~xtent. When
these diffic'ultiescease by exchanging the scene of action to
a level, champaign country, the worst of consequences are
justly to be apprehended. I would, therefore, with the
concurrence of all the officers whomI have spoke to upon
the subject, submit to the consideration of Congress whether
immediate measures ought not to be taken for procuring a
respectable train. It is agreed on all hands that each
battalion should be furnished at least with two pieces, and
that a smaller number than one hundred of three pounds,
fifty of six pounds, and fifty of twel ve pounds, should not be
provided in addition to those we now have. Besides these,
if some eighteen and twenty-four pounders are ordered, the
train will be ,more serviceable and complete. The whole.
should be of brass, for the most obvious reasons: they will
be much more portable,not half so liable to burst, and when
they do, no damage is occasioned by it, and they may be
cast over again. The sizes before described should be par-
ticularly atteuded to; if they are not, there will be great
reason to expect mistakes and confusion in the charges in
time of action, as it has frequently happened in the best
regulated armies. The disparity between those I have
mentioned, and such as are of an intermediate size, is
difficult to discover. It is also agreed that a regiment of
artillerists, with approved and experienced officers, should
be obtained jf possible, and some engineers of known reputa-
tion and abilities. I am sorry to say, too ready an indul-
gence has been had to s~veral appointments in the latter
in.stance, and that men have been promoted who seem to
me to know but little, if any thing, of the business. Per-
haps this train, &c., may be looked upon by some as large
and expensive. True, it will be so; but when it is consid-
ered that the enemy having effectedbut little in the course
of the present campaign, will use their utmost efforts to sub-
jugate us in the next, every consideration of that sort should
be disregarded, and every possible preparation made to
frustrate their unjust and wicked attempts. How they are
to be procured, is to be inquired into. That we cmlnot
provide .them among ourselves, or more than a very small
proportion, so trifling as not to deserve our notice, is evident;
therefore I would advise, with all imaginaLle deference,
that without any a~atement of ollr own internal exertions,
application should be immediately made to such persons as
can and may be willing to supply them. They cannot be
obtained too early, if ~oon enollgh, and I am told they may
be easily had from France and Holland. '

MI'. Trumbull, the Commissary-General, has frequently

mentioned to me of late tbe inadequacy of his p:y to his
trouble, and the greai risk he is suuject to on account of the
large sums of money which pass through his hands. He has
stated his case with a view of laying it before Congress, and
obtaining a more adequate compensation. My sentiments
upon the subject are already known; but yet I shall take
tbe liberty to add, tbat I think his complaintto be well
founded, and that his pay,'considering the important duties
and risks of his office,by no meanssufficient,and that the
footing he seems to think it should be upon himself, appears
just and reasonable.

A proposition having been made long since to General
Howe, and agreed to by him, for an ~xchange of prisoners,
in consequenceof the resolutions of Congress to that effect,
I shall be extremely happy if you will give directions to the
Committ.ecs, and those having the charge of prisoners in the
several States south of Jersey, to transmit me proper listsof
the names of a]\ the commissioned officers, and of their non-
commissioned and privates, and their respective regiments.
You will see by his letter, he supposesme to have effected
some delay, or to have been unmindful of the propositionI
had made.

I propose to stay in this neighbourhoorl a few days, in
which time I expect the designs of the enemy will be more
disclosed, and their incursions be made in this quarter, or
their investiture of £ort Washington, if they are intended.

I have the honour to be, with great esteem, sir, your
most obedient servant,

Go. WASHINGTON.

Head-Quarters, 8th November, 1776.

SIR: A servant lately attending upon Major Stuart, of
the Forty-Third Regiment of Foot, named Peter Jack, is
supposed to have fallen a few days ago into the bands of
some of YOUl"partieS". This man not being in the capacity
of a soldier, I hope if found among your prisoners that you
will permit him to be returned to his mastel', as is customary
in like cases.

I beg leave to take this opportunity of remonstrating
againstthe delay on your part in the exchange of prisoners,
after what has passed on that subject, for the execution of
which I must own myself the more anxious, as I understand
many officers in your power are still exposed to the confine-
ment of common jails. I am also informed that a few
stragg1ing soldiers lately fallen into your hands have been
sent into Jersey, instead of being immediately exchanged,
which, after your agreement to this measure and the custom
of war, I had every reason to exp~ct.

I am, with due regard, sir, your most obedient servant,
W. HowE.

General Washington, &c., &c.

Head-Quarters, November 9th, 1776.

SIR: Yesterday evening I recei\'ed the favour of your
letter of the 8th instant. Major Stewart's servant having
never represented himself as a person not inlisted in your
Army, he was considered as a prisoner of war, and sent as
such to Jersey. But upon your information tbat he was
not in the capacity of a soldier, I will give immediate direc-
tions for him to be. brought back, that he may return to his
master.

This servant was charged with a letter of a private and
delicate nature; bljt Major Stewart may be assur'ed the
contents neither were nor shall be permitted to transpire.

I regret that it has not been in my power to effect the
proposed exchange of pTisonersbefore tbis time. As soon
as the proposition was agreed to, I wrote to the Governours
and Conventionsof the differentStates where the prisoners
were, to have them collected and sent to the most conve-
nient places in the neighbourhood of the two armies. Their
dispersed situation for their beller accommodationhas been
the reason of the delay; at least I cannot ascribe it to any
otl'er cause. It has not arisen, sir, from any design on my
part, and I am persuaded the difficulty of drawing them
together must be evident to you, especially as it was early
suggested in some of my former letters.

As to the charge of your officers being confined in
common jaiJs, I bad hoped that )'ou were satisfied by my
assurances on this head Qefore. It is not my wish. that
severity should be exercised towards any whom the fortune
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of war has thrown or shaH throw into our hands. On the
contrary, it is my desire that the utmost humanity should be
shown them. I am convinced that the latter has been the
prevailing line of conduct to prisoners. There have been
instances in which some have met with less indulgence than
could have been wished, owing to a refractory conduct
and a disregard of paroles. If there are othet' instances in
which a strict regard to propriety has not been observed,
they have not come to my knowledge, and if you will, be
pleased to point them out, and to particularize the names
of the officers, the earliest inquiry shall be made into the
complaint, and the cause removecJ, if any exists.
, With respect to the stragglers who have lately fallen into
QUI'hands, I cannot, upon the best considel'ation, discern
hO\v the agreement subsisting between us can be affected by
sending them to places from whence they may be easily
collected upon a general exchange.

That the custom of war requires, or that the interest of
our Army would admit of a daily exchange of prisoners, are
points on which we are so unhappy as to differ in sentiment.
The opportunities of conveying intelligence, and many other
consequences flowing from such an intercourse, seem so very
obvious, tbat, upon further reflection, I flatter myself you will
\hink with me on this subject. But if otherwise, it might
have been exemplified on your part, in the immel.!iate return
of such stragglers from our Army as have fallen)nto your
hands, which would have justified an expectation of a similar
conduct from us.

I am, sir, with great respect, &c.,
Go. WASHINGTON.

To Lieutenant-General Howe.

Head-Quarters, 11th November, ]776.

SIR: The enclosed letter having been intercepted and
brought to me, I am happy to return it, without the least
attempt being made to discover any part of the contents.

I was yesterday favoured with your answer to my letter
of the 8th, and am perfectly satisfied from your assertion
that the delay in the exchange of prisoners has not arose
from any disregard to the agreement on your part, but from
the neglect' of those to whose care the arrangement of them
has been t'ntrusted. Give me leave at the same time to
observe, that this measure,naturally so desirable to the par-
ties concerned, must be in a great degree interrupted if a
general exchange should remain an object to the prejudice
of prisoriers near at hand, who, upon the shortest notice of
their ranks or numbers, might be relieved by an equality of
those in my possession; and as I caOllot fore3ee any objec-
tion to an exchange taking place immediately, so far as may
be conveniently effected, and as often afterwards as the
prisoners more remote shall arrive, I am willing to hope for
your concurrence in promoting the same.

"Xou are pleased to say the usage of war does not allow
of an immediate exchange of prisoners; which I can by no
meansagree to, the contl'3ry being ever the custom of armies,
betweenwhich an exchangeof prisonershas been deter-
mined as far as the nature of business may permit. And
in respect to stragglers fromyour Army, since you have been
pleased to say I might have set you the example of return-
ing them, I am to inform you that no persons under that
description have fallen into my hands. Such men as have
lately been taken in arms, aswell as those who have been
longer in confinement, are safely detained for the arrivalof
your prisoners, ill consequence of assurances received fi'om
you 011that subject.

I most undoubtedly could point out several instances
wherein the King's officers have not been treated with the
lenity and humanity they had a right to expect; but I am
unwilling to dwell. upon a subject of complaint, which I am
fully satisfied will, as far as it lays in your power, be
removed.

I send, at the request of Major Stuart, the enclosed letter;
and am, with due regard, sir, your most obedient servant,

W. HowE.

application, you had ordered my sen'ant to return, and

politely promised that the contents of a letter found UpOIl
him should not transpire. Gi\'e me lea\'e, ~sir, to return you
my most sincere thanks for this fav~r, which interests and
personally obliges your obedient and humble servant,

CHARLES STEWART. '

11 November.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL LEE.

General Greene's Quarters, November 14th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: As all exchan~e of prisoners is likely to take
effect as soon as the nature of the case will admit, and as ill
the course of the transaction it may possibly happen that all
attempt may be made by the enemy to redeem their prison-

.ers by men who were never engaged in om service, I must
request you immediately to direct the Colonels or command..:
ers of regiments in your division, to make out an exact list
of the particular officers and privates who have been killed,
taken prisoners, or are n~issing, in tbe respective regiments
and companies to which they belong, specifying the names
of the whole, and the time when each officer or private wag
killed, taken prisoner, or missing. This list, as soon as it is
completed, you will transmit to Head-Quarters.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
Go. W o\SHINGWN.

Major-General Lee.

P. S. I now enclose you a copy of the recommendation
of the officers for the State of Jlhode-lsland, which was
furnished by General Greene, and transmitted by me to
Governour Cooke some time since. If the Commissioners
have not yet arrived from thence, you will be pleased to
direct the officers therein nominated, who choose to serve,
to recruit as fast as possible out of their own regiments, and
agreeable to the general orders isued at the White-Plains,
before my departure.

[The same to Major-General Heath, except the P. S.]

GENERAL NIXON TO GENERAL HEATH.
PhilJips's Manor, 14th November, 1776.

HONOURED SIR: The Committee from our State of the
Massachusetts-Bay are now waiting for that arrangement of
officers which you and I began and got partly through
with.

They want an arrangement only to complete seven'
battalions from this department. And as there is another
Committee gone to the Northern department, those, officers
belonging to the regiments who are included in our ar-
rangement mnst be struck out; and witbont your assist-
ance, it catJnot be done, as I don't know who they be. I
mentioned it to General Dee tbis morning, and he desired
me to send off immediately to your Honour to corne down
as soon as possibly.

Dear sir, I should be extremely glad you would come,
the sooner the better, for I look upon it to be a matter of
the uttermost importance. If the service would admit of it, I
would have waited upon your Honour.

_ I am, dear sir, with the greatest esteem, your Honour'g
most humble servant,

,

JNO. NIXON.

To the Hon. Major-General Heath.
P. S. Mr. Blaney, from Roxbury, I understand, has got

a letter foryou fi'omyour lady. He arrivedyesterday.

COLONEL HUNTINGTON TO GENERAL HEATH.

Haverstraw, 14th November, 7 o'clock, P. M., 1776. ,

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR: I arrived with the two,
regiments under my command in two hours after I left Peeks-
kills. Teams were engaged that evening by Colonel Hay,
but did not come_ to us till two o'clock this afternoon, and
tben only as many as to carry the tents and part of the other
baggage. The remainder will go on to-morrow morning.
The detachment, including tbe artificers and rangers, are
on their way four miles from the ferry, and will reach th!}
place of our destination to-morrow night. I was told at first
I had fifteen miles to march from tbe Kills; after sailing

MAJORSTEWARTTO GENERALWASHINGTON. seven miles down tbe river, they tell me it is twenty miles.

SIR: I this morning received a note from his Excellency ColonelHay, who is two miles on the road, says it is twenty.
the General, acquainting me that, in consequence of bis In short it appearslike a Jack-with-a-Ianthorn,that removes

.,

To General Washington, &c., &c.
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' '(rom your approaches. It is with difficulty I can satisfy the
people on the road that I have not lost my~way, as they
perceive me out of the current of the Jate marching troops.
H I must de,part from tl1eBritish enemy) it is some consola-
tion to rne that I may come as a ban:ier to the frontiers
against the Iudians; but to be serious, (you forgive the

- digression,) I will do the best to answer your expectations.
a'he Engineer, Machin, was with me this day, and will meet
me on the day after to.morrow at the place. Colonel Hay

can supply me with beef, but cannot say as to flour. He
is going with me as a guide, and thinks he shall be able to
prOCure flour near our post. The men are in good spirits;
and I am, with esteem, YOUtHonour's most obedient ser-
vant, JED. HUNTINGTON.
Major-General Heath.

Colonel Hay has been very kind
hearty friend to our cause.

and obliging, and is a

~,-.-
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Major Proctor's train of Artillery from Philadelphia: I Captain, 2 Lieutenants, 2 Sergeants, 2 Corporals, and 4B Privates.
Colonel Knox's train of Artillery: one Captain-Lieutenant and nine men.

JAMES CLINTON, Brigadier-General.

REGIMEN'rS.
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The number 01 .Musket Cartridges and Flints delivered to different detachments at diJ!erenttimes, &rc.
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To Brigadier-General James Clinton, Second New-York Regiment, from 10th July to the 7th of November.. .....
To Colonel Humphrey's Regiment. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . '. .. . . . . .. . . .. . ... . .. . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . ....
To Colonel Woodhull's Regiment. . . .. . . .. .. . . .. . . .. .. . . .. . . .. . .. . . .. . . .. .. .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .. . .. .. .. . . .
To Golonel Pawling's Regiment. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. .
1'0 Colonel Thompson's Regiment. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .

"
. . . .. . . .

To Colonel Snyder's Regiment.. . .. .. . . . . .. . ... ... . . .. . . .. . . ... . . .. .. .. .. . . ... . . . .. . . .. .. . . . .
"

. . .. . . .
Delivered by order to Delavain, Captain of the Rangers ........................
Delivered Major Dobbs, by order, &c , ...............

MEMORIAL OF EBENEZER HAZARD.

[Read November 18: Referred to the Board of War.]

To the honourable the Representatives of the UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, in General Congress assembled:

The Memorial of EBENEZER HAZARn, Postmaster for the
District of N EW-YORK, respectfully slLOweth:, .

That your .memoria1istwas appointed Postmaster for the
district aforesaid, by the Postmaster.General of the United

..

JAMES GLIN'rON, Brigadier-General.

States, on the 5th October, 1775, since which time he has
sedulously, and, he has reason to think, satisfactorily dis-
charged the duties of the said office.

That by a resolution of Congress an allowance was made
the Postmasters for commissions and incidents, of twenty per
cent. upon the first one thousand dolJars, and of ten per cent.
upon the remainder of the sums of money annualJy received
by them for postage.

That in consequence of the want of a foreign trade the
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allowance upon the money 'rec~ive"d at youI' memorialist's
office durin~the year past amounts to no mote than £ 107
19s. 3~d., New- York currency.

That as the sum above-mentioned would not admit of
your memorialist's employing an assiSUult, he devoted his
"hole time to it, and thus Was prevented from engaging in
some mote lucrative employment which I'equired less con-
finemeilt.
. That being obliged to leave the City of New- York, and
CInder a necessitl of keeping his office near Hearl-Quarters,
he has been subjected, by the late frequent remo~als of the
Continental Army, to extraordinary expeme, difficulties, and
fatigues, having paid an exorbitant price for every netes-sary
of life and bee'rJobliged for want of a horse, which could not
be procured, to follow toe Army from place to place on
foot.

That your memorialist flattel'S himself that should your
Honours attend to the representation made, it will immedi-
ately appear that the sum of £107 19s. 3~d., New-York
currency, is by no means a compensation for his services;
but that, on the contrary, he must be a considerable loser.

That he apprehends it to have been the design of Con-
gress that the Postmaster of so important and capital a
district as that of New- York, should not diminish his private
pl'Operty by his assiduity in serving the pubfick, but that he
should receive a decent maintenance from his office.

Your memorialist therefore is induced to state his case to
Congress, fully relying upon their justice for such further
allowance as to them shall appear to be a compensation for
past services, and during the present exigency, as will render
the office an object worthy of the same strict attention which
has hitherto been paid to it.

. And your memorialist, &~.
North-Castle, Novel1V>er 14, li76.

EBENEZER HAZARD 1'0 REV. JOItN WiTHE:~I'()ON.
Norlh-Castle, NovemberH, 1776,

REVEREND ANDDEAR.Sn~: Confiding in your friendship,
I make 110apology for troublmg you with the enclosed; but
beg a little of your attention to it, and that you will be kind
enough to favour me with your influence in support of an
application which appears to me to be reasonable, and which,
I doubt not, you will view in the same point of light.

It is difficult to be sufficiently explicit ih a memorial with-
out justly incurrJng the charge of tediousness; I shall there-
fore be a little more particular now, with respect to such
articles as may appear to stand in need of it. An applica-
tion 10 Mr. Bache, the Comptroller of the Post-Office, may
satisfy Congress respecting the first. He may, perhaps
me~tion my remov~1 from New-York to Dobbs's Ferry:
wlllcb I know he disapproved of; but my conduct in this
I imagine will be fully vindicated by the followinO' resolu-. . '"tlOns,VIZ:

"
1

,.

11committe

.

e of Sa
.

fety (or the State of New-York, ~
, August 30th, 1776, 5

" Resolved unanimously, That it is the opinion of the
Committeeof Safety,that Mr. Hazard, Postmasterfor the
district ofNew- York, should immediatelyremovehis office

'to some convenient place near Dobbs"s Ferry, till further
orders from the Postmaster-General.

" Signed by order: -

"ABM. YATES, Jun., President."

Upon the second article I shall only observe, that the
word" incidents" nsed in our quarterly accounts (I foraet
whether it is in the resolveof Congress)certainlycan m:an
nothing more than those incidentswhichare usual in time
of peace; slIch as office rent, firewood, sealing-wax, &c.,
and cannot justly be construedto includethe extraordinary
expenses occasioned by the present war, which could not
ha ve been foreseen at the time of the institution of a Post-
Office by Congress.

. My quarterly accounts in the hands of Mr. Bache will
prove the third article. Tbe fourth is self-evident; and the
Congress will easily see the truth of the fifth. The neces-
sity of keeping the office near Head-Quarters arose Ji'om the
importance of the General's despatches, and his being near
the centre of the Army, who are almost the-only persons for
whom letters now come per post. The General has doubt-
less informed Congress of his different removals. 10 each of

these I have followed him; and 1 am sOfryI have reason tq
say, that so little attentionhasbeenpaid to me as a genlle-
man, or respect shown to the Con'gress'scommission \Vith
which I am honoured, that I have been ob]iged to fol]oW'
him onffiot. I do not mean even to hint a reflection upon
th.e General, w,hom I esteem and tespect. Furnishing me
wIth a horse did not belong to his department; but those
whosebusineJsit was have not treated megenteelly, How-
ever, lest it should be said that I was unfaithful in my office,
and to convince his Excellency of my readiness to oblige
him, and serve the publick, I submitted to this indianity,
and th~ fatigue consequent. upon it, although it wa~ not
my busmess, as a Postmaster, to follow the Army like a
sutler.

Wherever an Army goes the demand for every article of
life ~sgreatly il\creased and the prices of them rise in pro-
portIon. So extravagant is the charge here that I am now
at nine shillings expense- peCtdiem for my own and my
servant's victuals only. Clothes, washing, &c., are distinct
cbarges and proportionably expensive; so that what I have
asserted in the sixth article must appear very clear. Indeed
those who know the expense of living in a city, will need
no more than the bare mention of the sum I have received
for the year past to convince them that it would not maintain
me even in peaceable times, (the" incidents" then amounted
to, £ 11 6s., each quarter, or £45, 4s., per a~num ;) and ~'et
thIs I must depend upon for a mamtenance In these days of
terrible extortion, as my whole time is so taken up by the
office that I can attend to nothing else. However, 1 am
confid~nt. that Congr~ss will not injure the publick service
by ,an Ill-Judged parsImony, b~t will support the dignity of
theIr own ~f?cers, and b~ a sl1ltab~eliberality enable them
to attend dIligently to theIr respectIve offices. This encour-
ages me to lay the matt:r before them, and to hop~ for
SllC~ an a!!o\Van~e as will prevent my being a loser by
servmg the pubhck, and at the same time will afford hie
sorne CO'lnVMsation for'MY time'and trouble. Should the
memorial be referred to a committee of which you are not
a member, perhaps"'it may be proper to furnish them with
this letter. However, this I leave to you, and shall be glad
to be favoured with a line, informinO' me what is done o~ like
to be done respecting this mallei". <;>.

.. ...

'

The enemy are retreating toward's New- York. Those
who were at Crown-Point have gOM back, it is said, to Que-
beck. We can account for the extraordinary manreuvres
only by supposing them to be made in consequence of ne\vs
from England; but what this is we cttnnot learn. Britain
will derive no great honour {rom the explbits of her heroes
this campaign.

I am, reverendand dear sir, YOUl'saffectionately,
EBEN. HAZARD.

GENER!L llEAT1:f TO GENERAL GJi;ORGECLINTON.
Peekskill, November 14th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Being informedtha. the honourableC~nven-
tion of,the State of New" .York bav~appojnted a committee
to receiVethe recommendations of such officers(riow in the
Army) a? the General.Officers of their own Slate may think
best qual~fie~ to s~rve It) the Army of the free United States
QI Ame1'1,caJt1theu'next Army, from our intimacy for some
tIme, and my constant observation of the con~tlct of the
offic~rs o~ ~y division, ,I flatt~r myself that you will not
take It amiss If! should hmt a WIshtbat you would take notice
of an offi?er who, I think, has done great honour to himself,
to y~JU,511',and the, State to which he belongs, and great
s~rVJcet~ the Pllbhck-I mean your Brigade-Major Paw-
bng. HI~ modesty~ integrity, assiduity in duty, and spirit,
so often dIscovered m my owt'!,presence, compel me (from
a realreg:ard to a g?od and faithful officer and the publick
cause ~hlCh sta~ds I,n ne,ed of SLichgentlemen) to wish his
promotIOn, and It will gIve me singular pleasure should. it
hap~en. You v.:ill excuse this, sir, when I assure you that
noth~ng but a desIre that merit may be distinguished and the
publtck cause promoted, that has led me to mention this to
you.

ram, d'ear sir, with esteem, your most humble servant,
W. HEATH.

To General Georgt Clinton.
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GENERAL GEORGE CLINTON TO WILLIAN DUER.

PeekskiJI, 14th Novemb~r, 1776.

DEARSm ~ AgreeabJe to promise, I now enclose you a
list of the officers of Colonel Dubois's regiment wl~ served
under my brother last campaign before Quebeck, and most
of the summer in my brigade. Those marked thus * have
actually served under me, and I can with great justice
recommend them to the Convention as active, brave officers.
I imagine should Colonel Dubois's regiment be continued, it
would be most agreeable to them to retain their present
appointments; if not, it will be a publick loss to leave them
out of the service, and, in my opinion, it would be great
injustice to such of them as wish to continue in it.

You have also a list of such of Colonel Dubois's officers
who were not in the service to the northward last campaign,
but have for some time past served under m~ with propriety
and been useful officers. I can't with justice omit recom-
mending my Brigade-Major Pawline, in a special manner,

as a most useful, active, brave officer, well deserving the
rank he now sustains in the Army. The character you have
heard of him from some of our General Officers, particularly
from the Major-General of the division in which I have
served during the whole campaign, and whose certificate in
his favour I now enclose you. will lead you to agree with
me that if he can conveniently, he ought to be providedfor
in such manner as will induce him to continue in the ser-
vIce.

I have many other brave officers in my brigade, who have
mllch merit, and I doubt not but they would be \vi1ling to
continue in the serv.ice of their country in the military line;
b~t as tlleYhave not been in the Continental service, I have
omitted mentioning theirnamcs, as I have been informed
Con vention means first to provide forsuch as bave; in which
case there \ViIInot be room left for them in the four regi..
ments to be raised in this State.

I am, yours sincerely, GEORGE CLINTON.

Return of Regiment of Foot, in service of UNITED STATESOF AMERICA, under command of Colonel GRAHAM.
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CaptainStoughtonburgh.... ... .. .. . .. . . .. "
.. .. . .. . .. . .. . .... .. .. . .. 1 1 - - - - 3 2 2 22" 4 5 1 34 - - 19

CaptainPlatt.. .. . .. .. .. ... .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... .. '"
. .. .. . .. .. .. . ... - - - 1 1 1 - - - - 3 1 3 11 - 3 5 - 22 - ] 31

CaptainBarlow - - - 1 1 - - - - - 323 17 439 1 37 - - 16
Captain Hearmanel. . . . . .. . . . . ... . . ... . . . . ..

,

. .......... ; ..... - - - 1 1 1 - - - - 3 2 3 15

~

4

1

. 2

1

9 - 33 - - 20
CaptainStewart... .. .. .... . ..... .. .... .. ..... .. . ..... . .. .. . - - - 1 - 1 - - - - 3 2 2 10 4 5 9 - 30 - - 23
CaptainB.Steenbergh.. .. . .. '"

.. .. '" ~.".. .. .... .
'"

.. .. .... .. - - - 1 - ] - - - - 3 1 3 17 1 1 8 - 30 - 1 23
CaptainTeUer - ~..-:..2.2.2~..-: :.-=..~-=.2~ 1110-=~ 28..-: :.

25

Total , " 1 1 11 6 61 7 1 III 12414~2b 134,25'~91521 5:255 - 2 16]

N. B.-Captain Pain~ sick, a~sent; Captain.Stoughtonburgh sick, absent; Lieuten.ant lIardenbergh, of Captain Ste!"art's Company, sick, absent;
two Sergeants of Captiun Teller s Company sICk, one absent, one present; Captain Graham on furlough; Captain Stewart's Sergeant, sick, in
camp, and Drummer.

PEEKSKILL, November 14, 1776.

Silas .adsit, William Harris, carpenters in Captain Paine's Company.
Lieutenant Ebenezer Mott, Sergeant Philip Cooper, Philip Platt, David

Jennis, carpenters in Captain Stoughtonburgh's Company.
Jlsa Palmer, Sam'l Goodrich, carpenters in Captain Barlow's Company.
Samu.el Maffett, Elijah. Canfield, carpenters in Captain Platt's Com-

pany. ,.
John Gl1ffe, Zachariah Hear, Eliphald Owen, carpenters in Captain Ilear-

manel s Company.

COMPANIES.

OFFICERS PRESENT.

C~-. d
I

S.R' Non-ommlsswne. taJl' Com'd.- -

Wanting
to

complete.
!lank and File.

JACOB GARRIGUE TO COLONEL BilASHER.

PeekBkiIl, November 14, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Agreeable to request I have inquired for the
sheet-iron to make pipes for stoves, agreeable to General
Schuyler's orders, and find there is none to be had here, but
understand there is a quantity (say half a ton) at North.
Castle, under the care of Mr. Bowen, at North- Castle, where,
if you send after, make no doubt you may get it.

I am, sir, your humble servant, J GACOB ARRlGUE.

To Colonel Brasher, member of the Convention for the
State of New- York, at Fishkill.

November 29,1776.

By a late letter from the HonourabJe General Schuyler,
he earnestly requests that at least as much of the abov~-
mentioned sheet-iron may be forwarded with all possible
despatch to Fort Montgomery, and from thence to the
Forrest of Deane, as will make the doors for the said stoves,
that they may be fixed. He by other means hopes to supply
pipes, which is humbly mentioned, for the advancement of
the publick service. JOHNMcKEsSON.

JONATHAN TRUMBULL, JUN., DEPUTY PAYMASTER-GE;NERAL,
TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Albany, 14th November, 1776.

SIR: Several sums of money presenting, I have taken

MORRIS GRAHAM, Colonel.

Sergeant Joseph Rogers,PeterP. Y. .atten, Joes! Weather, carpenters in.Captain Y. Steenbergh's Companr.
Lieutenant Betts, in Captain Teller s Company, carpenter.
Sergean~ Benjamin Cutberth, Corporal Ebenezer Davis, David .Robins, of

Captain Stewart's Company, carpenters.
Lieutenant Knickerbacker, of Captain lIearmanel's Company, mason.
John lIennion, of do.,.mason, sick, in camp.
.andrew Weekes, of do., mason, with Colonel Brewer's men, at Fishkill.
Sergeant Kimble Prince, of do., mason.

the liberty, in the present low state of the military chest, to
receive them, drawing bi\Js on the Treasury for the same.

Ha ving no instructions therefor, I have presumed on the
measure, and. beg to know whether the practice in future
will be agreeable, that Imay not counteract the pleasure of
Congress. ~

I am, with great esteem and sincerity, sir, your most
obedient humble servant, J TONA. RUMBULL.

Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of Continental Con-
gress.

BRIGADIER PALMER TO JOHN AVERY.

Boston, November 14th, 1776.

SIR: M.y most respectful compliments attend the hon
ourable Council and House of Representatives for the honour
done mein an appointment in the Board of War; but as
the honourable House have declined making an estaulish-
ment fo~ the members of that Board, and .as I have spent
all my tIme for several years past, and most of my estate in
support of the cause of liberty, my family now calls for :ny
more particular attention, and therefore I tlatter myself that
I shall be excused serving in the Committee of War, without
the charge of wa.nt of patriotism.

I am, sir, yeur mJst humble servant,
J. PALMER.

Mr. John Avery, Deputy Secretary, Boston.
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Boston, November 14, 1776.
Thursday afternoon last ~a?1e to town, and th.e same

evenin<T was commiued to Jail, John Dean Wh~tworth,
eldest ~on of Doctor Miles Whitwo'rth, now at Waltham.

. He with a nUlllber of others, Tories, IlfJder the cOlJJmand, .
'of the well-known Major Rogers, were taken pnsoners In

the late skirmish at White-Plains.
Saturday last arrived here, a pri~e brig, laden with ~sh,

taken by the Captains Skimmer and T.ucker,; and !,hday
last arrived at Marblehead a large prize-ship, havlIlg on
board forty-eight hundred quintals of fish. She was sent in
by Captain Hathor~e.,

'On Sunday arrIved here a pnze, taken by Captal.n
Daniel Waters, laden with staves, bound from Nova-Scotza
for the West-Indies.

We hear that Captain John Lee, of S.alem, llas taken
another ship from London, a very valuable prize, and sent
her into a neiLYhbouring State.

Yesterday °the Captains Skim.mtr an,d T~cker returned
here from a cruise, and brought III a bngantllle from Erse,,

in Scotland bound to New-York, ladened with a valuahle
cargo of w~olens, shoes, &c., &c., said to be worth fifteen
thousand sterling.

A SOLDIER TO THE INDEPENDENT SONS OF AMERICA.

Our losses this year are small when compared with the
advantarres we have gained, and it would be extreme folly,
even in the weakest American, to suppose our cause did not
continue to rise. The complete triumph of liberty undoubt-
edly draws nearer every hour. When we review, the state
of America, and that of our enemy, we behold emInent and
growing advantages on the part of our coun.try. ~he
valour and discipline of our troops are con~tal1tly lI,llp~OVIng,
as every late action with the enemy t~stlfies; tillS CIrcum-
stance, considered with that of our supenolJr numbers, affords
a bricrht prospect of success. It was always supposed that
the e~emy would have the greatest advantage in t~e begi~-
ning of the war, and it must be acknowledged, (with gratI-
tude to Heaven) they have done much less, and our
success has been'much greater than might have been ex-
pected.. A t this period we h~ve SQ ma~y eXperienced
men of tried valour, such magazlIles of warhke stores, such
a military system formed, such a discipline~ Militia (as no
other nation can produce,) and such a ulllQn aod fervour
of spirit in support of the righteous cause of oU,rcountry" as
must damp the I?urderou~ spirit of our enemies, and give
vigour to every virtuous mllld. Wh.en we survey our na~al
departments, such are our preparations, such ollr amazlIlg
progress in fitting out ar~ed vessels, and so wonde,rful our
success ih taking the ships, the persons, and the J'lches of
the tyrants, that e~en ollr in~del ,~nemies are almost ready
to exclaim, "God IS on our sIde!

Another happy circumstance in our favour is the~fruitflll
season and plentiful harvest with which. Heaven hath
blessed our country. In truth, so numerous are the favours
of Providence and so encouraging our prospect of success,
that we ha\'e'much greater cause for thanksgiving than for
petitioning; and it is unmanly, unchristian, and u~w?r!hy
of any free mind, to disc?ver .the least. degree of tI/111(1Ity.
Our difficulties and sufferlllgs In supportlllg the great cause
of liberty have been !ittle_ if compared. with what other
nations have suffered 111defence of their freedQm. The
Switzer~ fought sixty battles in defending their li~erties, and
finally drove all the murdering tyrants out ?f the~I' country,
set up il/de~end~nt States, and hav~ flou\'lshed JI1freedom
to this day, J[Jspite of all the tyrants In Europe. They are
a striking proof of the superiour virtlle and strength of a
free people, for their whole countrr is not larger than the
Massachusetts State, nor half so frUItful, nor any ways com-
parable for happiness of situation and commercial advan~
tages. What, then, may not the United States of America
accomplish ? We may rationally suppose, upon a survey
of the present state of all ~ations, that these Vni.ted States
will make swifter progress JI1 arts and arms, and 111all t?at
adorns al1d dignifies human society, than any people or nation
ever yet have done. .

The tyrants of Britain, and ,the villainous slaves whom
they can hire, are all the enemIes we have to enco~nter;
the rest of the wodd will be our friends. As we wish to
injure no people, other nations will naturally be our friends,

some from interest, and others (whose interest is ~o ~ays ,

concerned) from motives of humanity. As Amcr!c? ISso
very extensive, capable of supporting so many mtll~onsQf
inhabitants more than she has at present, and as the \'IJ'tuous
part of mankind love- freed?n:, they will transpl~nt them-
selves from the slavish dormllIonsof Europe to tins land of
liberty, whereby the industry, the virtue.' and the wisdom of

. the world will centre in these free and mdependent States.
Such being our field of hope, such our prospect of happiness,
not only lor ourselves but for millions of others, by what
name shall we call that foll)' which would abate your ardour
and discourage your efforts to m~intain the entire independ-
ence of America 1 A SOLDIER.

Boslon, November 14, 1776.

COLONEL HURD TO MESHECH WEARE.

Haverhill, 14 November, 1776,

SIR: Since the receipt of a letter ~'om.your Committe~ to
the Committee here who have the dIrection of the Ranglllg
companies, they have ordered most of the ~eQ, out upon
the publick roads to work on such places as twas thought
most needed repair, and they are yet so employed, except
those who are kept out upon scouts. We had thoughts of
sending a numberover to Ticonderoga, but by the latest
intelligence, it is said the AI'JI1Y there have been so stron~ly
reinforced by the Militia of all the neighbouring Counties,
that our men could not be wanted. If they had been, Gen-
eral Gates who knows of Major Hoisington having two
hundred a~d fifty men unQer command on New- York side,
would certainly have ordered him to march them over,
especially as they are inlisted to serve durin~ the War.
Whereas the time our men was engaged for ISso nearly
expired, we thought 'twould answer little purpose to send
them; nor did they much incline to go, unless we could
assure them of a larp'er bounty.

The last reports from the lake are, tbat the regular
Army has decamped from Crown-Point, and retreated (sup-
posed) towards St. John's jsome imagine they may take .a
circuit round by tbe river St. Lawrence to Lake Ontarzo
and Oswego, with intention to come towards Albany by the
:Mohawk river; yet one would think the season of the year
will hardly admit of so long a march. We woul? rather
hope that they have been. disc~ura~ed from ma~Ing any
attempt upon Ticonderoga, findmg It so .wel! fortified, and
gone back into Canada to take up their wJI1ter quarters.
But as General Gates has seot off a large detachment to
watch .their motions, we may soon know the certainty of
this maUer. I wish they may not out-general us, as it seems
they do at New- York in spite of all our numbers. By a
person direct from thenc.e, we hear that t~leyhave drov~ our
troops from King's Bndge, got possessIon of the heIghts
and all the lines with little opposition-all but Fort Wash-
ington, which is much in danger. How to account for this
we know not, unless it be that General Washington may
have instructions from Conaress not to hazard a general en-
gagement, lest the event ~light be fatal to the American
cause. In this view'tis prudent to retreat. .

'If your Committee should think ,proper,. by the advlces.
YOllhave, to continue any part of the compames here.thm,ugh
the wioter, 'tis proper the officers should know theIr rnmcls
soon as the time is nearly expired. For my own part, I
think one company may be sufficient, unless we should have
any thina alarmincr from the northward more than at pres-
eot appe~rs. I h~pe for the pleasure of seeing you at ihe
ensuina sessions. Pray my respects to the gentlemen of the
Comn~ttee; and am, sir, your most obedient servant,

J. HURD.
Hon. Meshech Weare,Esq.

P. S. We have no I,ind of difficulty among
gentry here since the remova! of Colonel Porter.
'of them dare to make any stIr.

the Tory
Not one

POWER GIVEN TO M;ICHAEL HODGE, OF NEWBURY.

In Committee of Safety, November 14,1776.

M1~chael Hodge, of Newburyport, in the County of Essex,
in the State of Massachusttts-Bay, Esquire, is hereby ap-
pointed and constituted an agent or attorney, for and in
behalf of the State of New-Hampshire, to sell any caooo~
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at Newburyport belonging to said New-Hampshire, or to
prosecute any person who has unjustly taken, or wrongfully
detains, any cannon belonging 10tbe afores.aidStale of New-
Hampshire, and to prosecute the same unto final judgment
8-nddetermination in any court of judicature in the name and
behalf of the said State of New-Hampshire, with full power
of substitution.
.' Signed, sealed, and delivered the day and yeilr above
written, in behalf and by order of the Committee,

M. W It"!l&, Chairman.
In pres()nce.of

S. BROOK,
$. BROOK,Jun.

ORDER TO DISPOSE OF THE NEW-YORK TORIES.

~tl\t~ 9CNew-Hampshire, in Committee of Safety, l
November U, 1776. 5

The Committee, taking into consideration what is neces-
sary to be done with a number of persons sent into this
State by order of the State of New- York! and af~ef inquir-
ing of the officers who conducted them, and recelvmg such
information as they could give relating to the crimes charged
against them, (the Convention of New- York not having as
yet transmitted any thing relative tbereto,) bave determined
that at present, and until some information arrives from the
State of New- York, that Silve,ter Stone, Daniel Daushty,
George Daughty, Adam. Weaver, Daniel Hoffman, James
Parker, Thomas Bullis, George Blanchard, and Timothy
Daughty, be CQmmitted to the prison in Exeter, having the
liberties of the yard in the day time only; and that all the
other persons may provide their own lodgings any where
within six miles of the State-House in the town of Exeter,
except in the town of New-Mar~et, at no time goi.ng beyond
those limits; and that they stfictly observe theIr conduct
relative to political affairs, and by no means endeavour to
use words or arguments to people they may conv~rse wi~h
tendincr to hurt the interest of the States of AmeT"lca, or III
opposition to "the present contest with Great Britain, on
pain of immediate imprisonment.. ..
" Any of the above persons bemg of the SOCIety called
Quakers, (not, of the number ordered to prison,) observing
tbe above caunon, may go to the towns of Dover, Hampton-
Falls; Seabrook, and Kensington, if they think fit, and take
quarters with the people there of said Society. Every person,
when he has provided himself with I?dgings, is to ta~,e care
to retum his name and the name of hJS landlord, and 10 what

. town he resides, to General Folsom, at Exeter.
1\'1. WEARE, Chairman.

State Qf l'\e.w-Hampshire, in C
.

. ommitt
.

ee 9f ~!lfety, !-. .
Novembef 23,1776. 5

Ordered That Silvester Stone, Daniel Doughty, George,

D
..

O

.

ug~ty
.

~nd
.

Ada
.

m Wea
.

ver, person
.

s sent to thi
.

s State
frqm. 1Ve:.v~ York Conventior as epem~es to the rights ?f
America be s~nt to the town of Nottmgham., and Dav~d.
RQ,ffma;, Jarne~ Parker, Timothy Doughty, and George
Blanchard, be seQt to the parish of Deerfield, to be put out
ill such fa.mili~ by the respective Selec~men as will take
tpem to board, or hire them to labour; said persons observ-
ipcr on pain of imprisonment, not to use words or argumepts
toOpeopIe they converse ~ith tending against the measures
Qanying on by the Amerzcan States.

oaS~R,VATIONS o~ 'J;HE CONTEST WITH MIERICA.

London, November 15, 1776.

When I see friends and foes veerin'g about with every
momentary event in publick d~ngers, I am ~ure that fi,~ed
principles of judgment are wantmg. The unIOnof a foreIgn
with a civil war, where the success of each separately would
be doubtful is a period so portentous that I assume that
liberty of s~ntiment which every wise State ought to culti-
vate. I shall speak, therefore, of, our, pros.lJect~,.appeali~g
to histQry for those. events and sltuatlon~ m CIvil wars In
wbich private experience may seem wantl~~ to uS". .

I. The probability and issue ~f the cIvil war {which I
shall first notice) must be first estImated fi'om val'lous con-
siderations. .

1. The degree of determination in the insurgents is th6
first of them.

.

It has appeared, then, to a people, free and

wise as ourselves, tbat without hope of relaxation, we have
attempted discretional taxes,.standing armies, the subversion
of tbeirgovernments at will, the corruption of justice, and
the creation of novel and harassing offices. It has appeare.d
to them that to support these purposes we lay waste tJlelC
country, destroy their trade and shipping, call in mercena-
ries,invite the revenge of slaves, and authorize allies who
massacre even wom.en and children. It has appeared to
them Ihat we now govern by the formidab1e principle of our
fears; checking population, denying privileges, and prcpar-
ingan enemy of hostile politicks and religion, through con-
tiguous countries, too rich and extensive for the free. Such
are the grievances and apprehensions fOl'which we are to
calculate the resentme.nts; and since, compared with the
people, (I speak advisedly,) the motives fall short of none
that ever animated a revolt, in the same measure will be
their determination. Though contempt were not shown for
their manners and courage, nor threats to their religion,
personal passions necessarily complicate with the publick,
and the spirit of a people reaches far greater extremities
than are ever seen in.private strifes.

2. Their courage is the next point. Because a people
have been in circumstances too comfortable to feel tile in-
ducements which usually fill armies; because a few militia
(crowded with European substitutes 'and used to woods)
has seemed at times bashful upon regular service; because
farmers and tradesmen have shunned the folly of duels; and
their mobs, like other mobs, have dared less than they threat-
ened, the Americans have been called cowards. It is often,
that upon high authority, a fl'eenation has been held wanting
in spirit,but never have they been provedso. .I willbelieve
in history rather than in courtiers., particularly when the
mistakes of courtiers have made a part of that history.

3. What, then, is their discipline and skill? I answer, thas
the business of a soldier is, in general, simple. Idle, even
to a proverb, he rarely takes it as a science; and in prac-
tice, unless in sieges or in parties, (whatever preparation h6
may have undergone,) few have been engaged in more than
two or three actions. For proof, how quickly does an army
renovate itself? How many and how long are the intervals
of peace, wounds, sickness, keeping ganisob and quarters?
Ami in this profession, experience is got only in proportion
to the chance of not surviving it. While the Americans
have the same system of wal" and are free, intelligent, and
capable of fatigue, though no revolution could at once make
them polite or learned, they may at once be made military.
Many are the examples. In fact, neyer had successful
revolt more time to ripen. They have waited eighteen
months for their enemy in the field; subordination fast
settling itself, and every recruit found a ready-made soldier.
They wiII not advance the less, because they think them-
selves ignorant; and as no lessons are better taught than
those o( adversity, the errours (en'ours not fatal 0[\ their side
and on lheir plan) of one campaign will be corrected in the
ne~t. Action purging away their bad officers and conduct,
and" every nation profiting in that it mo~t intendeth ;" like
the Dutch, they may at last give new improvements to war.
Those who are wise, know that" affairs make men jn and
that in times of danger, and in Republicks, merit is always
pressed forwards, in preference of aHiance or of wealth.

4. Their numbers (admitting apostacy) are still sufficient
for their cause. They count a people equal to oQe fourth
of our own, and defend with the whole force in their coun-
try; while we attack with only that forc_ewhich we can
support out of it. The miseries of invasive war rest chiefly
upon commercial nations. I-IercuZes prevailed not Qver
Antl1<us,till he kept him aloof from his parent soil. They
are near their wives, and we know have increas~d even ill
war.

5. But tQ consider their possible means. The half of
any society may provide food enough for the whole; that
other half (amounting to at least a million) may supply
recruits, arms, clothing, and other necessaries. Their zeal
has already made rapid efforts towards this distribution, and
every new distress will accelerate it. Nothing. is easier
than for a people (like the world, or like China) to live
from within itself. Making arms is the work of a clumsy
Russian or Swede, manufacturing powder the business of
an hour's teaching; and if they cannot wea \'e wool enough,
they will find warmth enough in the skin. Those who
thought that a IIHiritime people, with five hUQdred leagues
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of stormy coast, could want these supplies, had never read
the history of smuggling or despair. Furor arma ministrat.
Giving up their trade and luxuries was a. measure or peace;
or, in other words, (and to show how httle the h,story of
quiet times can assist us,) they began the war with distresses
which would have forced any common war to a conclusion.
But setting aside the protits drawn from our expenses and
solid coin, their privateering brings a clear balance of that
gain, which fanned the naval power of the Dutch. It is
now their only trade; aod

6. Their situation commands the richest source of our
reVenue-our commerce with the West-Indies. Their other
advanta~es of situation a-re, their being placed three thousand
miles distant, across an ocean, with coasts boisterous, foggy,
and at times inaccessible; so that a despatch cannot be
received from thence under four weeks, nor a fleet returned
under ten; making together three months and a half in
favourable seasons. Their cuuritry is, moreover, fifteen
hundred miles long, amI of indefinite breadth, filled with
woods and passes, having few roads and only one river
naviO'able to the sea* up the richer country. Or in other
worls, we are doomed to infinite delays, difficult carriage,
immense maO'azines, (with entrepots, garrisons, and con-
voys,) pet'pe~ual ambuscades, the distant division of our
forces, and only a partial application of the regular conduct
of war. And all this, without mention of the de\'ouring
expense, and the novelty of the climate to the north and
to the south!

7. But it is here time to think whether a reconciliation is
hopeless. Let me ask, then, shall we resign our sdpremacy,t
our standing army by which to preserve it, or our attempts
to make them weaker? If we do not, eitherof thesecauses
singly is sufficient to confirm a revolt or to renew it. But
further, shall we change our Ministers or Parliament, court
favourites 01' counsels? Is it as easy to satisfy them, as
formerly; now, when their suspicions are alive and wounds
sore; now, Britons have become strangers in the land, and
their younger men, instead of affection, are educated in
hatred and horrour? Have not too many tasted the sweets
of power, and does not its rotation promise it to more? '"Vas
there ever a contest that bad morepride to animate it? All
Europe for spectators, and nations more numerous than
those of Europe to take their fate from it; in fine, when in
tbe midst of awful dangers,I see deliberations to encounter
IJ"reater; when the turnsnot of war on]y, but of negotiations
~ere foreseen; and when individuals have effected the
necessary revolutions in their families and manners, and
deserted their professions for arms; I am sure, that as inde-
pendence was not lightly taken up, so neither wiII it be
lightly laid down. But our terms; what are they? After
tricks and disappointments, and the sword of strife drawn
for death, they looked for terms affectionate and specitick.
But the ultimatum (its reserve for supremacy excepted)
concealed at home; declarations issued with niggardliness
abroad; and at last a revisal proffered, which may carry
duplicity and exaggeration, as well as relief, have proved
that we wish to give nothing; and defer surrender, only
that accidents may relieve us. Rumours of peace, like
those of war, will be frequent, and the most sincere negotia-
tions may become fruitless; but can such terms amuse
them? Yet by the help of them they may chance to
amuse us.

8. Well, then, we must conquer them! A whole cam-
paign nearly spent in sending a force from Europe to tbeir
frontiers; and two such successful movements of the lIowes,
producing only a few mixed deserters, are not encouraging
circumstances. Two victories, and the war nOI ended, or
rather, not begun! When lIannibal had slain almost halt
the citizensof flome, he saw the waIls of their city without
possessing it. But America has found her Fabip,s, before
she fought her Canncc. Delay and defence are proved her
system; Yet must all our chances be prosperous, because
the tirst drawn are prizes? The Prince of Orange's first
Army was first dispersed in the first campaign, and Alva
erected a trophy for the rebellion he had quieted. The
State's first coin bore a ship witbout oars or sails, buffeting

"
H"dson's river. The rest are obstructed by faIls or rapids.-See

The TopographicalDescription of .2m,,'ica.
'tSee the King's later speeches, and his answer to the last London

petition.
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amidst waves, with the inscription, "Where the rates win
dri ve us, is unknown." iJ'laurice's first successes in the
open field (though fun of youd], enterprise, and ta]ents)
were not till thirteen years after assuminghis first command.
Yet, in spite of intermediate jea]ousies and divisions, in spite
of defeat and despair, of murmurs and refused contingents;
after subjecting- themselves to various foreigners, twice
submitting to Philip, and almost annual negotiations; the
poorest and least populous provinces sat down in independ-
ence and peace, the first nation in the world fanheir size.
If I am told that they hadSUPPOI't,I answer tbat they gave
as well as received it; and perhaps, on the whole, (as some
have thought,) rather suffered than bem~fited from allies.
And is America (though less needing it) without hope?
America, to whom a diversion in Europe becomes reJief-
cheap, unequivocal, and safe? America is never conquered
till she desponds; and when she most desponds, the mere
failing of advantage on our side may reanimate her to resist-
ance and hope. '

9. But grant them conquered: how shall we maintain
them? Setting aside the danger at home, of tumingfl'Om
trade to dominion, and changing the poisesof the State ;
the fatal properties also\ of mercenaries,* and the risk of
distant Generals forming systems for themselves, (I think
in one of tl?em we already see a spirit that may warn .us,)
do we consider .the ext.entof t~e countrywe are attemptlOg?
An e~tent.' wInch as It untits H f~r general conquest, so it
does hkewlse for general possessIon. But further: "Who'
gives the ~ower of blood, gives blood." A rape, an insult,
(I carry historyalong with me,) begets revenrre; reven£5e
punished begets ii'e-sh revenge; and at Jengt1~ somewhere
some successful avenger stands fOl'th the beginner of his
country's liberty. And tbis will not happen the later,
because the conquerors are encouraged to hatred ant) con-
tempt, and feel no obligation to observe the laws- either of
honouror of war. Yet, again: The countrymust feed thes~
conquerors; but those who bear taxes for themselves, will
not ~ear from those who, by me~ns o~them, are able daily,
and ]~ the eyes o~aIJ, to exult In theIr oppression. Hem,
then,. IS a ~ew motIVe to enra~e; a~d were all other pretexts
wantmg, liberty, says Machwvel, hberty to a nation ooce
free, is always a pretext to revolt. But there is yet a deeper
alarm than all behind. At present, on this side the Missis-
sippi, they have one hundred and seventy acres of land per
hea.d, where we, in E~gland, have only seven'; and marriages
amidst plenty becommg general, early ~nd productive, they
lIiust soon outgrow our force. OppressIOn may retard their
progress, wbiJe it increases tlteir hatred; but grow they must,
though a Pharaoh were their despot. Can we destroy (for
who can watch a wilderness) their axes and spades, or make
the womb barren? Or can we atte(i1pt Spartan cruelty in
that country, where they may fly from or subdue it? Mas-
sacres and extirpations often succeed against victors' but
unless partially, gradually, or in small district$, never against
a set~Ied people. To transplant th~ n~tives, would be taking
the lioness from her den. Our faIth In the proposed influ-

~nce of corrupt~on is so natural? that we forget ~e are to apply
It to a commllOlty of separate mdependent individuals, under
no general influence, but of their own feelings and opinions.
They are neither led by powerful families, nor great officers
in church or in State; the governmentsto be corrupted are
~ot o~e, but many; and luxury, b~side!l its late proscrip-
tIon, 1S of slow progress among solitary farmers. And if

-military Co]onies (hitherto tried only on limited countries or
against an infcriour people) are trusted to; I answer, f:oOl
the c~anges m. Canada, that they keep pace with settlers,
only In proport~on as they are not miJi.tary. Should they
succeed accordmg to bope, (and retam their CouralJ"e in
that climate, for generations!) how long would soldjer~ fear
the ,Power of Great Britain? But. if computed at only
an eIghth part of the conquered, how Immense must be their
numbers? And where can such who are worthy of confi-
dence, be collected as suddenly, as they will suddenly be

"" As fo: mercenary forces, aU examples show, that whatsoever
estate or prmce doth rest upon them, he may spread his feathers for 'a
tIme" but he w!ll mew them s,?on after.,"-B~CO'n's Essay on Empire.
.Machwt.elh~s sal~ many g?od thmgs on this subject in the 12th and 13th
c,hapter ?f hIS Prmce. H,therto we have u~ed mercenaries under par-
ticular c!rcumstance~, with safety, but not without inconvenience W \)
now empJoy them in their worst form, and must look to the'con~e.
quence.

44
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wanted ?* To know from history the difficuJtirs of their
eituatioll, call the nati"($ only Picts, Indians, Tartars, or
Banditti; or rather call them Irish; and recollect that
Ireland, a .compact limited country at our very gates, with
a colony SIXhundred years old, requires twelve thousand
land forces chiefly to preserve its internal police. And
were all done that is impossible, how shouldwe morebenefit
the manufactures of England, than by a peaceable trade?

But Ireturn to a subject more popular and better under-
stood.

II. What, then; are the prospects of a foreign war?
1. When I find that France and England have been

settled enemies lor seven centuries; that each has in turn
subdued the other's country; each encouraged

C
the, others

rebellions and divisions; and that parity of strencrth and
difference of manners hil\'e made their jealousy, iversion,
and contempt, hereditary; I have events enough before me
to mark the general temper of France. And whatever of
those national irritations Spain wants towards England,t
are made up by the per~onal resentments, of its King.
These dispositions are now particularly exasperated by de-
feats in, late wars, and concessions in late treaties; by the
recollectionoftbe petty States we have protected from them;
'lnd the youth or folly (so liable to that first errour of
Princes, the use of power) now seated upon these thrones.
What, therefore, wiJl bc-

2. Tbe supposed interest and aim of these kingdoms
in tbe present situation of our affairs? Apparently to seize
the moment of our weakness, for recovering their losses and
their pride. New conquests and new commerce rise to
tempt tbem, togf~therwith the destruction of our navy in its
sources; and since Britain and America when united,
threatened to overwhelm them, they may weaken each by
expense, and by the Joss of the other's alliance. The
anxiety of France for ages back to possess America, shows
her sense of its connection with Europe, and with power.
If America, a peaceful Republic, is so formidable separately,
how dreadful mllst it be when in continual connection with
England! "

3. It will now hel p us if we considerwhat has been the late
conduct of our enemies. Did they not first cajole Britain
on one hand by reprobating rebels and professing peace; and
on the other hand, supply America with arms and intelli-
gence, encouragement and trade? And now when we seem
irrecoverably separated, from oUr Colonies, and cover no
longer necessary, we find large armaments every where on
foot. They had no other line of poJicy to pursue, sup-
posing their intentions hostile. An earlier part might have
alarmed Britain into concessions, a later part might have

disheartened America.
4. If it be objected that our late successes \ViiI disconcert

their schemes, I reply, that they want those misconceptions
which are to magnify them into more than the common
fate of war, and seem able enough to distinguish between
the primary events there and their consequence. It is
enough, perhaps, for the common enemy tbat the civil war
has paired off more than one hundred thousand men /i'om
our fo~ce, and a still larger proportion of our revenue; and
that the privateers and frigates, which distressed their trade
in former wars, are now employed jn the mutual destmction
of our own. At all events, tbis objection wi!llast no longer
thau the fact does on whicb it is founded.

But they are too poor for a war we say. And were not
we too poor to lose our Colonies? Was not Philip too.
poor for England's invasion; Philip, with debts whose
interest exceeded the capital, troops lIlutinying for want of
pay, and a civil war in the Low Countries raging beyond his
power to suppress? Our enemies are not too poor to do
us mischief, however it may distress themseltoes; and who

rests his safety on the chai1ce of wisdom pre\'ailing over pas-
sion 1 Of the same rank is the arglJi1Jent ari~ing from the bad
example their interference may have to their own colouies:
It ought to prove (contrary to all fact and all rule) that
discords are never fomented in rival States; rebels never

".N'ew- England a10ne wou]d require one hundred thousand people.
The proportion I have slated is certainly not too great, as we find from
the numbel's necessary to awe the spiritless am! ignorant .8ftican in the
West- ladies. -

t Towards Portugal (Englanrl's Province, as it has been qaIIed) aII of
~hem subsist.

supported, never countenanced /i'om without. As to France,
she possessesnone but sugar colonies, whose slaves unfit
them for independence. And Spain does not quarrel with
England; her rupture is with Portugal, and she pretends
old grounds for it. But who ever beard of a war being
stopped for want of a reasondifferept from the true one?
~ell, but Portugal is to be given up. And does France
then arm to assist Spain only, or berse]f? (for Portugal
cannot be meaned for France.) What are the F;astand
West-Indies, lIanover, and Holland, Jtlinorca and Gibral-
tar,"'" but marks for the ambitious? A war invited by
weakness is not "put off because cessions increase' tbal
weakness. When the Saxons made tbreatening profitable
to the Danes, they encouraged its repetition, and still be-
came the victims of invasion. That we shall have peace,
because the Minister protests it, is no proof till Ministers
feel themselves obliged to use sincerity with the publicI,.
There is q Ihousand reasons for the Minister's silence. But
armaments are beyond assurances, and ought to' make us
doubt at homf', as he doubts abroad.

5. Tbe events of a foreign war, should it take place, are

found in the history of past times; tbe publick stocks, so
insensible to an American war, have learned to anticipate
and feel them. A funded debt increasing even in peace;
the whole regular force in .England inferioul' to a garrison,
(the garrison General Washington disJodged from Boston;)
the Irish troops some thou,sands below their peace com-
plement; the na vy not manned; our militia not imbodied ;
our distresses in trade now begun; and no compromise with
our Colonies. May God protect us! for our danger will
be most imminent.

Such, then, is the opinion Ihave of our country's prospects.
When I see how ]ightly such ideas prevail with others, I
am at times inclined to think myself misled j but if this be
not prophecy, I mistake if it is not history.

Some readers may suppose me insane; others will recol-
lect me only till the next Gazette victory; but I trust there
is bere and tbere a prudent man scattered thr@gh the
crowd, who will feel himself touched with these arguments
amidst the shouts of phrensy, and say with me, Nemo fel~
dici polest ante obitum.

A B Sy- TANDER.

ARTHUR LEE TO C. W. F. DUM'AS.

London, November 15th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: The indispensable business of my profession
has hitherto prevented me from complying, as I wished,
with the desire of your very obliging favours.

You will have seen, by tbe proceedings of Parliament,
how decided tbe King is ill prosecuting the American war.
For, in truth, he alone is Minister, and bis will governs with
absolute sway. At tbe same time the powers which he
has given to Lord Howe appear, from his declaration in
America, to be most ample. That, however, I rather
attribute jO what is deemed the art of government, tban to
any pacifick or redressing intention. We can never forO'et
theperfidyof makingLord Botetourt declare to the Asse7n-
bly, that the revenue acts should be repealed, when in fact
no such thing was intclJded or done; and the Secretary of
State being ordered to tell the agents of Congress that his
Majesty had received their petition very graciously, and
fmlll the importance of it would lay it before his two HOl1ses
of ParliamcJlt, wben, at the same time, the same Secretary
wrote, by his Majesty'scommands,to all the Governoursof
America, denominating that very Congress an illegal meet.
ing, their grievances pretended, and ordering them to pre-
vent their meeting again. These facts are too.decisive to
leave a doubt of the credit that is due to the promises of
this Court, and, at thisvery time, they are abusing the
Howes for negotiating; the languageof Court being, " We
sent them to use their hands, and they are employing their
heads."

The Rockingham part of the Opposition are determined
upon seceding irom Parliament, in which Lord Shelburne"
Lord Camden, and the Duke of Grafton refuse to accom-
pany them for two reasons: ]st, Because the feelings of tbe
publick are not high enough for so decisive a measure; and,

.0 si angulus ille-qui mine denormatagellum.
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2dly, Because the others willnot agree to make the great
fundamental abuse of the Constillltion', as well as the tem-
porary miscondnct of Government, the groundwork of that
secession. In a word, because they will not declare that the
object of the measure is to obtain the abolition of corruption,
and not merely the change of those wbo minis~er it. Tbis
schism will, however, reduce opposition so as to leave tbe
Court at perfect ease from that quarter.

I thank you for tbe magnanimity of your sentiments to-
wards our friends, on the supposition that the late occur-
rences are events of consequence. I am by no means of tbat
opinion. After the affair of Long-Island, the loss of New-
York was inevitable; but is not the successful army still
arced and kept at bay, by that over which it is supposed
to have obtained these decisive advantages? Could any
one expect more from a new-raised army than tbat it should
force the disciplined invaders, almost equal in numbers, and
much superiour in equipments, to win its way by inches?
Where, then, is the ground for despair, when our friends
are looking the enemy in tbe face, and he does not dare to
attack them? Of two things, sir, you may be satisfied, that
the advantage on Long-Island. was obtained neither by
the su periority of the troops nor of the General, but by his
having bribed the officer who commanded tbe first pass,
who giving up his post, without suffering a gun to be fired,
enabled Clinton to march in the night and take the left
wing of the Americans, so as to put them between two fires,
from much superiour nuinbers, witb an immense train of
artillery. The other fact is, that the officer who brought
the last despatches declares that the American lines upon
New- York Island cannot be forced, but with a certainty of
so much loss as cannot be hazarded. General IIowe will
therefore try his former art of treachery and corruption, from
which alone I am satisfied we have any thing to fear.

The talk of the Cong:ress having sent Deputies to Staten-
Island to negotiate with Lord Howe, is not, that I know of,
authenticated. Adieu, A LRTHUR EE.

SIL,\.S DEANE TO C. vy. F. DI,TMAS.

DEAR SIR: I am still indebted to you for your favours of
the 29th ultimo and the 15th instant, to which I should
earlier have replied, but for a slight indisposition, and much
chagrin at some unfa vourable news. However, I am recov-
ering in health, with which my spirits retlll'n, and I keep
ever in my mind the motto de Republica nil desperandum.
I counted the cost when I entered the lists, and balanced
private fortune, ease, leisure, the sweets ofdomestick society,
and life itself in vain, against the liberties of my country;
the latter instantly predominated, and I have nothing to
complain of, though much to grie\'e at, occasioned by the
miscarriage or delay of my full powers for open and publick
application. I sent you a memoir on American commerce,
and wish to know your sentiments on that subject. The
vessel detained at Bilboa has been dismissed, and the Com-
missary reprimanded for her detention, and ordered to Jend
the captain every assistance he needed. Tbisis a great
point gained. I must suspend saying any thing on the pro-
posals of officers for entering the service of the American
States, as also any thing further on the other artists I wrote
about, until I receive intel1igence, which I hourly have long
expecied, and which I think cannot possibly be far off, as I
despatched a vessel early in September, express, with an
account of my situation, and that of affairs here; besides, a
war is evidently at hand here in Europe.

MI'. Carmichael warmly described the kind reception yon
{l"ave him, and your zeal for the interest of the United
States, and friendship for me, which he might have spared,
as every'one of your letters demonstrates the sincerity and
disinterestedness of your friendship, as well for my country
as for myself; and as you value your being the fir31 plenipo-
tentiary of the American States, I equally value myself on
your friendsbip and correspondence in the part I bav.e the
honour of acting with you in this important scene, and am
happy to think, that to the present or coming actors.in, br
spectators of, the foundation and rise of this State in a new
world, our correspondence will show tbat onr sentiments
ever coincided. Be not discouraged, my deal' friend,
America must come off in the end triumphant, and under
new and unprecedented laws, liberty, and commerce, be

""

the happy asylum for the. sons of men in future ages.
Whatsoever disappointments I may meet "'ith, I never will
despair of my counfry, for which [ shall count it my glory
to suffer all things, if it t'eceive any advantage therefrom,
and if not, I shall at least enjoy the pleasure, the unalienable
pleasure, resulting from a consciousness of having done all
in my power for its happiness, and connectedly for the hap-
piness of mankind in general.

The temper of the times is in favour of Americq, and it
is. now as fresh and striking an object to Europe as when
first discovered and called tbe N ew World. It is among
my principal mortifications, that I cannot have a few days
at least personal con versation with you; but the situatic;m of
affairs here will not allow of a moment's absence, which
Mr. Carmichael, I doubt not, eXplained to you. Witb
persons in publick or private, whQ are -friendly, ye~ equally
apprebensive of consequences, willing to aid, yet timid, and
at the same time not well _acquainted and informed, the
task you are sensible is as laborious [\S delicate, and at It.
time when events bear down arguments, one cannot be
released a moment from the closest attention< to every' thing
rising real or imaginary. Your lady's kind preparfltions
for me, Mr. Carmichael most affectionately mentioned,
and I will, life permitting, the moment I can quit Paris, in
person acknowledge, as far as words are capable of express-
ing, how sensible I am of this more than hospitable kindness.
since to provide for and receive the stranger on arrival is the
duty of hospitality, !lut here is a work of superemgation,
and though no Roman Catholick myself, yet so catholick
as not the le3s to love and esteem genemus actions on all
occasions. My most respectful and affectionate regards.,
with my ardent wishes for your mutual felicity, attend you.

I am &c. D'
, SIL,\.S EANE.

P. S. Pray, for what sum per annum can a young mall
be educated at Leyden, adhering to the strictest economy?

GENERAL LEWIS TO BENJAMIN H,\.RRISON.

WillillTr\sburg, November 15,1776.

SIR: I take the liberty of enclosing you a copy of a few
lines I send to the War Office relative to forage. If it
should be denied to the officers which you see listed, it win
greatly distress them, or even lay some of them under the
necessity of disposing of their horses; and how they are to
do their duty on foot, is more than I can devise. I beg YOII
to take the trouble of having the matter put out of doubt
and making me acquainted with the determination on that
head.

We have no news in tllis quarter, but what I believe to
be forged and propagated by Tories. Yesterday they had
General Washington mortally wounded, and twelve thousand
of his Army killed.

I am, dear sir, your mostobedient and very humble ser-
vant .,

AND'W LEWIS, Bng. General.

To Colonel Harrison, Esq., Member of Congress.

GENERAL LEWIS TO THE BOARD OF WAR.

Williamsburg, November 15th, 1776.

SIR:
Deputy Adjutant-General, Director-General to the General
Major, Hospital,
Bri~ade-Major, Aid-de-camp,
Adjutant, Paymaster-General,
Mustermaster, Deputy Quartermaster-General.

Colonel William .Finnie, Deputy Quartermaster-General,
tells me that the Quartermaster-General informed him, that
forage is not to be issued to any, except General Officers.
The duty necessary to be performed by the officers above-
mentioned, lays them under the necessity of using horses,
and keeping them constantly in readiness; therefore it's
absolutely necessary tbey be allowed forage.

I wish for the determination of the honourable Congress.
on this head as soon as possible.

I am, &c., ANDREW LEWIS, Brig. Gen~ral.

To Richard Peters, Esq.

'VilIiamsburg, 15th November, 1776.

The following gentlemen are appointed Field-Officers to
the six new battalions to be raised in this State on the Con-
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tinental establishment, viz: Colonels: Edward Stevens,
Daniel Morgan, James. Wood, Samuel JJle~edith, Charles
Lewis, and David lJ'Iason, Esquires. Lieutenant-Colo-
nels: Christian Febi[(er, John Gibson, Lewis Willis, John
Neaville, Richard k. .Meade, and James fnnis, Esquires.
Majors: William Heath, Abraham Buford, Charles Simms,
George Lyne, Gcorge Nicholas, and Holt. Richeson, Es-
quires.

-
MA.RYLAND COUNCIl. OF SAFETY TO RICHARD PETERS.

'

Annapolis, 15 November, 1776.

SIR: Weare honoured by your [wour of the 8th instant,
and upon the strictest inquiry cannot find that any Indians
of the Six Nations are detained in Maryland contrary to
their inclinations. Two or three strangel's came and joined
the Nanticoke hldians some timE;)ago, who stiJl remain witb
them, satisfied and well treated,. Therefor(:J the idea ca!}-
not be founded in truth, and we are sorry it should create
any uneasiness arhOngthe Indian.~.

In compliance with tbe request of the Board oeWar, we
enclose you a list of tbe officers of Continental troops raised
in this State, with the ranks, dates of commissions, and
number of privates, which we hope upon examination will
be found right.

We send you enclosed a bill of lading for some powder
arrived in Captain Hill, at Baltimore-Town, which we
have requested Mr. Isaac Vanbibber to have care taken of
till you !Jiveorders about it. The bill of lading and letter
to Tho':nas lUumford, Esq., dime under cover to us.
Please to forward the letter.

'Ve are, your most obedient servants.
To the Board of War, Philadelphia.

DORCHESTER COUNTY (MARYLAND) COMMITTEE TO THE

COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

In Committee of Observation, Dor~hester County, ~
November 15th, 1776. 5

GENTLEMEN: In obedience to an order received fi'om
the late Convention, we had several evidences before us,
whom we examined concerning certain depredations and
outrages committed by Captain Richard Andrew, of Caro-
line County, and a number of people whom he headed,
par.t of them inh'abitants of that County, and others inhab-
itants of this County; and on evidence it appeared that they
searched the dwelling-house and out-houses of Mr. James
Sulivane for salt; that finding only five or six bushels there,
they took none of that, but proceeded to Colonel James
Murray's, on Hunting-Creek, which is a]so in this County,
and there got from Mr. Murray tlw key of a house in
which some salt was, and took from thence, by their account,
fourteen and a half bushels of salt, for which they offered
to pay Mrs. Murray fourteen and one-half dollars; that
she refused to take tbe money, on whicb they left tbat sum
in 'the house, and went off with the salt.

On receiving this information we ordered the evidence
to appear again on a certain day, to which day we sum-
moned those of the aforesaid company who reside in this
County, and appeared to have been the most active in the
outrage, to appear to answer. Some of them appeared
agreeably to summons, and behaved orderly, and offered
some excuses for the .non-attendance of the others; under
these circumstances, and as some of the most material
witnesses did not attend, we postponed the hearing of the
matter till Wednesdqy next, when we ordered the parties
char!Jed and witnesses to attend us, which they promised
to d;. The parties charged came on TFednesday, but, con-
trary to our expectation, they came headed by Captain
Andrew, and upwards of one hundred armed men to support
them; and the company behaved so riotous and disorderly
that it was out of our power to proceed in the business, and
their coming so unexpectedly it was impossible for us to
collect a force sufficient to stop them befi)re they returned
in the evening. Many of the men swear they will support
what they have done at the hazard of their lives, as it seems
they have associated to do, and by their declarations against
the present measures of the country, and in favour of the
King, show themselves entirely disaffected to our cause.

If these men were all we had to contend with, it is prob-

able our Militia might be sufficient, but from the best
information we can obtain, we are of opinion they have a
very formidable number to protect them from Caroline,
TVorcestel', an'd Sussex in Delaware; and as (since these
outrages) several companies in this County have taken salt
nearly in the -same way, which will of course stop them
from opposing them, if they do not join them, we are
unanimously of the opinion that it is very improbable there
can be in General Hooper's brigade a sufficient number of
the Militia raised, who would On the present occasion take
up armS to slippress and stop the progress of these rioters
and their adherents, and bring the offenders to justice; and
we therefore think it . !post prudent to decline making the
attempt, as a failure would be very det'rimental to our
cause, and give strength and spirits to their party and
friends. And have sent this by our express hired for the
purpose, to inform your Honours of what.we have done, and
what we apprehend is our real situation; and we would
beg leave to submit to your judgment whether it would not
be proper, under our present circumstances, to send men to
bring these offenders to justice; who, having neither con-
nexions or acquaintance with them, may be relied on, and
will probably much better go through the business. It is
becoming a matter of great importance, and we are appre-
hensive if itis not soon checked, \vill probably go a great
way towards destroying tbe peac~ and good order of the
greatest part of this Shore.

We cannot omit the opportunity (in behalf of those
people of our County who have yet remained quiet under
their great distress for salt) to inform your Honours that the
want of that absolute necessary of life is so great in this
County that many families for months past have not had a

.

spoonfulof salt. Others havegot a quartor a few handfuls
by begging from those who could badly spare any.

The people hearing of quantities of salt going to Baltimore,
have some of them applied there for relief, but have very
few of them got any, it being generally taken for the
inhabitants of the Western Shore, before those this way can
get there to apply. Under these circumstances they are
much distressed, and if these unhappy people find they have
no chance of being supplied equally with those on the other
Shore, we know not wha.t may be the consequence; per-
haps they may at length grow desperate rather than perish.
'\Ve therefore are moved in pity towards our distressed
County men to apply to your Honours for such relief as
may be in your power to grant them'; and as w,e hear there
has lately arrived vessels at Baltimore with quantities of salt,
if your HOlJourswould be pleased to order that a part of
that or any other salt that may arrive be bought and sent to
us for the relief of the inhabitants of this County, we will
engage to be answel'abJe for the price set on it, and will
undertake to have it delivered at the same price as far as
it will go in small quantities to the distressed people; this
being done we are persuaded it wiJI not only be of great
advantage to the people, but that they, seeing measures are
taken to relieve their wants, will have their minds made easy
and will go on much more spirited and cheerful in doing
their duty in their respective stations than they now do.

We shaH be obliged to your Honours for an answer by
the return of ollr express, and are, with great esteem, gen-
tlemen, your. very obedient servants.

Signed by order of the Committee:
JOHN DICKINSON, Chairman.

The honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.

JA~1ES MURRAY TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.
'. November 15tb, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Mr. Thomas Sparrow was applyigg to me
about taking a slim of money to deliver out occasionally for
such recruits as he should procure. It did not suit me, as
I should be out of tQwn most of this fall andwinter probably.
I appJied to Major Thomas Muse, of Cambridge, who said
he would take charge of it, and deliver it out agreeable to
such <;Jirectionsas your Board should give or send him.

The Major, if a stranger to your Board, is a gentleman
of fortune.

I am your ve.ry humble servant,
JAMES MURRAY.

HonQurable Council of Safety of :Maryland, Annapolis.
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GENERAL HOOPER TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Cambridge, 15th November, 1776.

SIR: Some d;sorders having bee!) committed in this town
on Wednesday last, by a number of people assembll'd
together for the purpose of protecting those lately concerned
in robbing the inhabitants of this County of their salt, I have
judged it necessary, witb the advice of the Field Officers of
tbe two battalions in this County, to order out a part of tbe
Militia, of one hundred men, to guard the magazine of am'"
munition lodged here; out of whom I mean to have fifty of
tbem, most to be depended on, selected for the purpose of
guarding the magazine wbile the present emergency requires
it, and I shall continue them on guard, if the necessity should
still exist, unless otherwise ordered by your Board.

And as it will he necessary to get some provisions to
subsist the guard while stationed here, I must request you
will send by the bearer fifty pounds for that purpose, for the
expenditure of which I sha1l account with your Board.

I am, wiih respect, sir, your most humble servant,
HENRY HOOPER.

To the honourable the President of the Council of Safety of
Maryland, at Annapolis.

PRJ:SIDENT OF CONGRESS TO THE SOUTHERN STATES.

Philadelphia, November 15th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Since despatching the expl'f~ss yesterday,
with intelligence that a fleet of above one hundred vessels
had left New- York, the Congress have received a letter from
General Greene containing further accounts, a copy of
whicb, in obedience to tbBir commands, I now enclose. It
appears from tbis information that Lord Dunmore is to take
tbe command of a fleet bound for the southward, said to be
for South- Carolina; but as it is by no means certain against
which of the Southern States the expedition is designed, it
is higbly necessary you should be on your guard. I sha1l not
detain tbe express only to add that you will make such use
of this intelligence as tbe importance of it requires.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient
and very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK, Pres'ident.

Convention of Maryland.

P. S. Since the foregoing Congress have passed a resolve
respecting tbe disposition of tbe troops in North-Carolina,
which I enclose, and to wbich I beg lea ve to refer you, as
also to the resolve respecting the inlistrnent.

[Same to Assembly of Virginia, Convention of Haith-Carolina, As-
sembly of Sol,Lth-Cal'Olil~a.]

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO THE EASTERN STATES.

Philadelphia, November 15th, 1776.

GENTLE~EN: In consequence of sundry votes of the
Assembly of Massachusetts-Bay being laid before Congress,
they have come to the enclosed resolves, wherein you will
perceive they ba ve disapproved of t he measure of increasing
in anyone State the bounty given by Congress, on the
reinlistment of the troops, as having a manifest tendency to
lay the foundation of discontent in tbe Army. They have,
however, upon revising the resolUtion of the 16th September,
agreed to engage for three years such of the soldiers as may
decline inlisting during the continuance of the war.

In the present exigency of our affairs every measure
should be adopted that will assist in filling up tbe Army,
the compJeting of wbich is an object of the Utmost impOl'-
tance. The Congress have therefore determined that tbose
troops who will engage for three years shall be entitled to
receive tbe same bounty and pay with those who in list
during the war, except the one bundred acres of land, which
are to be given only to those who \viII inlist without limit-
ation of time.

As the resolves of Congress for raising eighty-eigbt battal-
ions for the defence of the American States was positive
that they should be engaged during the war, General Wash-
ington, in a conference with Mr. Partridge, did not think
himself at Jiberty to consent to the troops being inlisted on
any other terms until the sense of Congress could be obtained
in tbe matter.

[N. B. The foregoing paragraph was inserted only in the
letter to the Massachusetts-Bay.]

It being a matter of the highest importance that you

should be informed of dJe resolves herewith transmitted, a:5
soon as possible, in order that the service may not be in-
jured by any of tbe soldiers declining to engage during th.e
war who would otherwise be wi~ling to inlist for a limited
time, I bave forwarded the enclosed by express; and have
the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient and very
humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK,President.
Assembly of New-Hampshire.

[The same to Assembly of .Massachusetts-Bay, Assembly Rhode-Island,
Assembly Connecticut.]

BOARD OF WAR TO LANCASTER (PENN.) COMMITTEE.
,

War Office, November 15,1776.

GENTLEMEN: The Board of War bave directed me to
let you know they have received information that many of
the British prisoners of war residing in different parts of tbe'
United States are not only extremely insolent, but are
guilty of practices o(...a very dangerous tendency. They
are not satisfied with procuring and conveying intelligence
secretly, but are constantly spreading false rumollrs with the
design of damping the spirit of the friends to their country.
This is not only contrary to their parole, but may be,attended
with consequences fatal to our cause. You wiJI therefore
please strictly to inquire into the matter, and confine any
British prisoner who is found speaking on any political
subject relative to the dispute between Great Britain and
the United States, spreading false news, speaking in dero-
gation or otherwise injuring the credit of the Continental
currency, or conveying any intelligence wbatSQever. Many
of tbe gentlemen bave behaved unexceptionably, yet too
many hold themselves but slightly bound. by any engagements
they have entered into.

I am, your very obedient servant,
RICHARD PETERS, Secretary.

Committee of Lancaster.

PETITION OF JOSEPH COWPERTItWAITE.

To the Honourable Continental Congress:
0

Messrs. Lowry and Wharton, CommIssaries, havinO"ap-
pointed me as agent to take care of all the salt that's allotted
them {i'omthe Council of Safety of this State for the use of
tbe Army only, and to cure beef and pork for that use, and
all that I have received of them is eight hundred busbels,
which has been sent to tbeir different agents in tbecountry
for curing provisions for that purpose. I bave now on hand
between four and five hundred cattle, that tbey have bought
and paid for, and no grass for them. r beg to. know from
your honourablebody wbat I must do. '

From your humble servant,
Jas. COWPERTHWAITE.

Philade]phia, Nov~mber 15th, 1776.

.f0UNCIL OF SAFETY OF PENNSYLVANIA TO BOARD OF WAR.

In Council of Safety, PhiladelphIa, 15th November, 1776.

. GENTLE~IEN:The Generals, on viewing the ground
between this city a~d Chester, judge it highly necessary to
have a number of 1Ightcannon, mounted on travelinu car-
riages, provided immediately. If the Board of W a~ shall
think proper to give an order for the eight six-pollnders
be10nging to the sloop Hornet, to be delivered to Colonel
MijJlin for that purpose, this Board will order them to be
mounted as soon as possihle.

By order of Council:
THas. WHARTON,JUN., President.

To the honourable Board of War.

PHILADELPHIA COUNTY CO~IMITTEE.

Philade1phia, November 15,1776.

The members of the Committee of the County of Phila-
delphia are requested to meet at ten o'clock on Friday, the
29th instant, at the Cone.ytogoe Wagon, in Market Street
in order to. receive the salt allotted for .the said County by
the CouncIl of Safety, and to proportIon it to the several
townships. Those townships where no Committee-men
have been chosen, are desired to appoint proper persons to
attend at the same time. The townships also that have
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neglected to apply for their proportions of Fisher' and
Shewell's salt, are to take notice that unless they make
applieation on the above-mentioned day, they will be
excluded {i'om said proportions.

JOHN JA~ISON TO LANCASTER (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE.

November 15th, 1776.

SIll: Please to send by the bearer, John Black, the
quota of salt coming to the township of Moundoy, with such
directions for the division of it as YOll think necessary. The
said John Black will pay for the salt.

\Ve are, sir, your very humble servants,
,

JOHN JAJlUSON,

ABRM. SCQTT.

Standing CommitteeTo William Atlee, Chairman of the
[or the «ounty of Lancaster.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE BOARD OF WAR.

Genera] Greene's Q,uarters, November 15, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: On1f7ednesday evening I received the
favour of YOllr letter of the 8th instant, in consequenceof
which I stopped the flag that was going in with the ladies
you mention, pointing out to them tbe necessity [of the
measure, and recommending them to write to their husbands
and connexions,to obtain General Howe's assurances for
the release of Mrs. Lew1:s and MI's. Robinson and her
cbildren, with their baggage, as the condition on which they
will be permitted to go in themselves. These terms I can
only extend to Mrs. Barrow and Mrs. Kempe, who had
never obtained my leave. Mrs. Watts had, and my pro-
mise that she should go in. The whoJe, however, were
prepared to go, when the letter reached Newark. The
mode I have adopted seems most likely, and the only proper
one, to procure the enlargement of our ladies, which I wish
for much.

I am, gentlemen,with great respect, your most obedient
servant G W' O. ASHINGTON.

To the honourable Board of War.

GENERAL WAsHINGTON TO THE BOARD OF WAR.

Hackil\sack, No.vember 15th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Having given my promise to General
Howe, on his application, that Peter Jack, a sen'ant of
Major Stewart, who was sent to PhiladelJ7hia with the
Waldeckcrs and other prisoners, and who has nothing to do
in the military line, should be returned to his master, agree~
able to the usage of war in such cases, I must take the
liberty to request the favour of you to have him conveyed
to General Greene by the earliest opportunity, tbat he
may be forwarded to his master in compliance with my
promise.

I also wish that you would have all the British prisoner~
collectedthat you convenientlycan, and sent to me as soon
as possible, with the Hessian prisoners, that I may exchange
them. The retUrn.of the latter will, I think, be attended
with many salutary consequences; but should it be made
without that of a large proportion of other troops, it wiJl carry
the marksof design and occasion precautions to be taken to
prevent the ends we have in view.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen,your most obedient
sen'ant, Go. WASHINGTON.

GENERAL GREENE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Fort Lee, four 0.'clock.

DEAR SIR: Enclosed you have a letter from Colonel

Magaw; the contents will require your Excellency's atten~
tion. ..

'I have direct~d Colonel Magaw to defend the place
until be hears from me.

nmve ordered General IIeard's brigade to hasten on. I
shall go to the Island soon.

" I am, dear sir, your Excellency's obedient servant,
N. GREENE.

To his Excellency General Washington, Head-Quarters.

Moul\t Washington, 15th No.vember, 1776.

DEAR 'GENERAL: A flagof trucecameout just now from
!(ing's Bridge. The Ad.iutant-Generalw~s at the head of
it. I sent down Colonel Swoope. The Adjutant-General
would hardly give two hours for an alternative between
surr~nde'ring at discretion, or every man being put to the
sword. He waits for an answer. I shall send a proper
one. You'll, I dare say, do what is best. 'Ve are d,eter-
mined to defend the post or die.

ROB'T l\IAGAW, Colonel Com'g.
To General Greene.

15tb November, 1776.

SIR: If I rightly understood the purport of your message
from General Howe, communicated to Colonel,Sll!oope, this
post is to be immediately surrendered or the garrison put to

the sword. I rather think it a mistake than a settled reso-
lution in General Howe to act a part so unworthy of himself
and the British nation.

But give me leave to assure his Excellency tbat, actuated
by the most glorious cause that maukind ever fought in, I
am determined to defend this post to the very last extremity.

RQ~''f MAGAW.

To tbe Adjutant-General of the British Army.

GENERAL COURT-MAR,T1A4'

At a General Court-Martial held n~ar Peekskill by order
of Major-General Heath, on the fifteenth day of November,
Anno Domini l1i6. Colonel Pawling, President.

William Hitchcock, Judge Advocate.

Members :
Lieut. Colonel Moulton, Captain Hyet,
Major Van Rensselaer, Captain Falkner,
Captain 1Jloor, Captain Hermans,
Captain Allen, Captain Woad,
Captain Scott, Captain Delavan
Captain Wool, Captain Swartwdut.

Lieutenant Benjamin Adams, of Captain Pettibone's
company, Colonel Willis's regiment, cbaro.ed by Major
Holdridge with having deserted his re'rime~t on the 26th
October last, when at Fort Independenc~: The prisoner on
his arraignment pleads Not guilty.

Captain Mills, of said regiment~ being duly sworn,
deposeth: That the day before tbey left the fort at the
request of the prisoner,he appJied to the Major to' obtain
liberty for him to go home; that it was refused' that he
saw no more of the prisoner after that till he Saw l1im with
the regimen't in this place; that the prisoner when he asked
permission was very unweIJ,and then upon the sick returns'
tbat GeneralParsons a few days before had ordered all th~
sick to go, or be conveyed away; that he informed the
prisoner of this order, who said he would not go just then;
that he does not know whether the prisoner did or did not
go afterwards in consequence of said order, or whether he
did or did not obtain lea v(')o[ absence after the first request;
that he has not the least reason to suppose the Lieutenant
meant to desert, but that he went to recruit his health and
that be re~urn~d voluntarily to the regiment; and l~stly,
that the said LIeutenant has always maintained the charac-
ter of a very good soldier, and that he has been the main
support of the company.

The Court, after tbe most mature and full consideration
of. the evidence, are of opinion. that the prisoner is not
gUIltyof the charge alleged agamst him, and that he be
acquitted accordingly. LEVI PAWLING.

Approved: Per W. HEATH, Mqjor-GenerlJl.

EBENEZER HAZARD TO JOHN McKESSON.

North-Cast]e, November 15, 1776.

DEAR SIR: The enemy have got below Dobbs's }'f3rry .
it is said ten thousand have embarked at New-York and i~
is supposed they are bound to the West-Indies. A f~w days
ago a few regulars landed a little to the east o[ Stamford,
and stole two cows. A Tory conducted them to his house.

No other news. Your rider never calls upon me now.
Enclosed is a paper and Massachusetts Address for Con-
vention. Adieu, EBEN. HAZARD.

To John McKesson, Esq., Fishkill. '
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General Return oj the Forces of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,serving in the Northern Department, under command
of the Honourable Major-General GATES.
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RJ;:COMMENDA.TlON OF LIEUTENANT DOTY.

Mount Independence, November 15,1776.

Whereas Lieutenant David Doty, of Colonel Burrell's
regiment, has obtained leave of Major-General Gqtes to
join the State of New- York, and is desirous of continuing
in the service of the United States of America, and has the
General's liberty to leave the regiment which he last served
in, would therefore recommend said Lieutenant Doty to said
State, as a worthy officer, and one that has performed his
duty to universal satisfaction in the offices of both an Adju-
tant as well as that of a Lieutenant; and. that so good an

. officer may be continued in the service, is botl} the earnest
wish and desire of your humble ~ervants,

.
NATHA'L BUELL, Lieut. Colonel.
JOHN SEDGWICK,lYIajor..

NEW-YORK CONVF;NTION:i'o COLONEL DEROUSIE.

. Fishkill, November 15th, 1776.
SUt : You will proceed with the fifteen batteaus under

your charge, to Peekskill.s, and there deliver them to the
order of Major-General Heath.

I am, sir, your humble servant.
By order:

PIERRE YAN CORTLANDT,Vice President.

To Lieutenant-Colonel Derou,sie. .

JoaN TRUJ!I;UULL, D)<::PUTY ADJUTANT-GEN)<::JU,L, TO THE

BOARD OF WAR.

Head.Quarters, Ticonderoga, 15th November, 1776.

GENTJ;.EMEN:By the General's command I send you a
general return of the Army in the Northern Department,
and of the Militia who joined the Army on tbe defeat of the
fleet. And likewise, the particular return of the corps which
compose the Army. Those of the Militia I o(Ilit sending
on account of their imperfections.

I am, gentlemen, your obedient, humble servant,
. JOHN Tl;tuMBuLL.

Honourable Board of Ordnance and War.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety of
Connecticut, November 15th, 1776:

Present: His Honour the Governour, Eliphalet Dyer,
JerJ:hElderkin, William Hillhouse, Nathaniel Wales, Jun.,
and Benjamin Huntington, Esquires.

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table, in favour of Captain
William Coit, for the sum of one thousand Pounds, for the
use of the Ship Oliver Cromwell, and to be in acCount.
(Order delivered William Coit, November 15th, 1776.)

On application of the Committee of Inspection of the
Town of Preston, in behalf of sundry Prisoners from the
State of New- York, committed to their charge, representing
those Prisoners are destitute of Clothing and other neces-
saries for the approaching season:

Voted and Resolved,That Alexander Campbell,William
Pem.berton, and Thomas Swords, be permitted to pass fl'Om
Preston to their respective homes, under the Cllreand in-
spection of any of said Committee who shall be agreed
upon to attend them on their journey and back again, at
the expense of said Campbell, Pemberton, and Swords, they
givingtheirparolefaithfullyto return agai~witb said attend-
ants to Preston, unless released from their confinement by
order of tbe same authority that sent them here, and also
lIot to do or say apy tbing against the United States oj
America.

And it is further Resolved, That Walter SCott, Samuel
Gardner; Henry Westenhausen, John Duzenbury, Owen
Conner, Benjamin Greenman, and Jacob Zimmerman, also
have liberty at their own expense to return to their familIes
for the purpose of gaining some sustenance, they first giving.
their parole to wait on the authority that sen.t them here
for further orders concerning them, and faithfully to return
back to Preston within six weeks from this time, unless
release!} by the same authority that ordered their confine-
ment; and also not to do or say any thing against the United
States oj America during the present war. Not to proceed
till the 525lhof November instant; to attend on the Govern-

our in their journey; that if any thing happen in the mean
time, these orders may be revoked and they returned again -

to Preston. (Copy given to Benjamin Coit, Esq.)
Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table, in favour of Doctor

Joshua Elderkin, for one thousand Pounds, to enable him
to purchase Clothing, &c., for this State, and render his
account. (Order drawn November 15th, 1776, delivered to
Mr. Wales.)

,

Voted, An approbation of an order drawn by his Honour
the Governour, November 9th, 1776, in favour of Captain
John Deshon, on the Pay-Table, for two thousand Pounds,
and to render his account.

Voted, An approbation of an order drawn by his Honou~
the Governour, November 9th, ~776, for two thousand
Pounds, in favourof Mr. Nathaniel Shaw, Jun., for publick
use, and to render his account. (Said order was on the
Pay-Table.)

Voted, To approve an order drawn by his Honour the
Governour, November 11th, 1776, on Messrs. Elderkin and
Wales, in fa\'our of Mr. Nathan Pendleton, forfifty pounds
of Powder, at five shillings four pence per pound.

It being represented to this Board, that MI'. John, Ba-
palje, in confinement at Norwich, is destitute of Clothing and
necessaries for his support for the approaching season and
that he is desirous of returning to his family to gai~ the
same; and also that he has it in his power to furnish some
Connecticut soldiers, imprisoned at New- York, with cash,
upon,theil' drawing in his favour on their friends, &c., there,
provided he could be suffered to visit his family and estate
on Long-Island, which he wishes to do: . .

Voted and Resolved,That the said Rapalje hath liberty
to return t? his family on Long-Island, for the purpose
above-mentIoned, and to remove from thence such of his
familyashe desires to the town of Norwich, to residewith
him, he giving his parole of honour for his faithful return to
the Committee of Inspection as s06n as he can, within six
weeks from the time he goes from Norwich, and .that he
will n.ot do or. say .any !bing against t?e United States of
Amenca, or give mteillgence or advICe concernin!T the
affairs or matters of said States, during his absence'"from
Norwich; and he isdesired to supply Colonel Samuel Selden,
Captain Jonathan Brewster, Lieutenant Nathaniel Gove,
Sergeant..Roger Coit, Lieutenant Jabez Fit;,h, and such
pther prisoners from tbis State as he can, willI cash, &c.,
upon their friends or some other persons undertakin!T to
answer their bills for the same ; he bath also liberty to pro-
cure and bring to Judge Jones and otherswith him in Nor:.
wich, such supplies of Clothing and sustenance as they
want.

Voted, To give liberty to the Committee of Inspection
in .~orwich t~ suffer two Prisoners, residing at Captain
JF.lyahBackns s, to go on theirown expense to their respec-
tive h~mes, in the State of New- York, to obtain supplies
for. their support .r0r the e?suing winter, upon their giving
their parole to said Committee not to do or say any thing
against the United States of America during the present
war, and tbat they will not give tbe enemy any intelligence
or advice concerning the affairsof said States, or any of tbem,
and that they will return again to the care of the Commit-
tee of Norwic.h within six weeks frorI) this time, unless
suffered to remain at borne by the same authority who first
sent them here.

Voted, To give orders to Colonel Jedediah Elderkin apd
Nathaniel Wales, Jun., Esq., to go to New-London, and to
do every thing in their power to send out the Ship Oliver
Cromwellon a cruise, and make report, &c. (Order given
November 15th, 1776.)

Voted and Resolved, To appointJedediahElderkin and
1Vathaniel Wales, Jun., Esquires, to examine into the trllth of
a representationthat Captain Kenedy, of a ship loaded out
fromNew-York with Wheat, bound to France, is manned
with captivesand prisoners,taken by privateers,and. that
said Captain Kenedy is of a suspected character, and it. is
S!Jpposed.that tbe said ship and cargo will in all probabil-
ity fall into tbe hands of the enemy, said Elderkin and
Wales to take such affidavits and other evidence as they
think proper and material, and make report to .the Gm"ern-
our and Council of Safety, with all convenient speed.
(Order given for the above purpose, November 15th, 1776.)

Voted, To give orders to Mr. Brown, of Providence, to
deliver to Messrs. Elderkin and Waleswha.t Sulphur they
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shall want, now in his care, belonging to the Continent,
agreeable to the resol ve of Congress of the 15th of October
in that behalf.

Voted, To gi\.e order for a quantity of Cheese, &c., in
the hands of Nathan Stedman, said to be engrossed, and to
be held, to be proceeded with according to law, against
en <rrossin". ( Warrant <riven November 15th , 1776, directed

::> 0 ~
to the Sheriff of New-London County.)

Doctor Samuel Lee, of Windham, is appointed Surgeon
of the Ship Oliver Cromwell, and his two apprentices are
appointed second and third Mates under him, in the order
of their standing as apprentices, at the wages of three
Pounds per month each.

CERTIFICATE GIVEN CAPTAIN FONDA.
Slate of New-Hampshire, in Committee of Safety, ~

November 15, 1776. \
This certifies that Captain A. Fonda, of the State of New-

York, has guarded by order of said State (as he says) sev-
enty-four persons, and delivered them int? the c~stody of
this Committee, under the character of beltlg unfnendly to
the States of America; which persons are for the present
disposed of, until SOmeinf()fmation concerning them may be
transmitted to us from the Convention of New- York.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.
Philadelphia, November 16th, 1776.

SIR: Since my last nothing material has occurred here;
nor have I any thing in charge from Congress, except to
request that you wil! negotiate an exchange of the Ifess,ian
prisoners at Elizabeth- Town under the care of Mr. LudwIck,
as soon as possible. They have been treated in such a
manner durin" their stay in this city, that it is apprehended
their going ba";k among their countrymen will be attended
with some good consequences.

Your favour of the 11th November came duly to hand,
and was laid before Congress.

I have the honour to be, with the most perfect esteem
and respect, sir, your most obedient and very humble sel'\'ant,

JOHN HANCOCK,President.

His Excellency General Washington.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM WILLIAM WHIPPLE TO JOHN

LANGDON, DATED PHILADELPHIA, 16TH NOVE}IBER, 1776.

You bave here enclosed the late resolutions of Con-
gl'essso f.1r as they have gone respecting the Navy. I
hope for some further alterations, but you know things of
this sort lTIust be done by degrees. The encouragement
now given to officers and men in the Navy are, in my
opinion, as great a~ they. can 'possibly. e~pect, .and I h~pe
will be to their entire satisfactIOn. It IS IlTIposslble to give
you an idea of the sitUation of the armies, they being in
perpetual motion. Our people always. h~ve the advantage
in skirmishes. That belllg the case, It IS undoubtedly for
our interest not to come to a general battle, which, in my
opinion will be avoided. A considerable fleet, about one
hundred sail, left Sandy-Hook last Wednesday: it's sup-
posed they are empty transports fo~'Europe. A ship arr!~ed
from France a few days since with arms and ammulllt!on
onl y

'
several others were to sail in a few days after her with,

i'1 G
.

1other articles. God send them sale. Ive me eave to
con <rt'atulate on Carleton's retreat from Crown-Point. What
a <r1~riol1scampaign those boasters have made! I think it
wITl make a CTrandfi,rure in the annals of Britain.o 0 .

This goes by an express, who se!S off to-morrow mornmg.
I shaH keep it open, that if any thmg should turn up worth
communicating, will give it to you j in the mean time be
assured that I am your sincere friend and humble servant.

of one of the letters left open for you, we Ilave no doubt,
will induce you to pay the utmost attention to it.

By order of Council:
THO. WHARTON,Jun., President.

. To the Committee of Inspection of Lancaster County.

1st. Colonel G. Ross, Letter delivered to Lieutenant-Colonel R~igart.
2d. Colonel C. G,'ubb. Sent by .!lnthony W~lty, express.
3d. Colonel B. Galbr~ath. Sent by.Hnthony Welty, express.
4th. Colonel James Bt,,.d. Sent by .,qnthony ~Velty, express.
5th. Colonel James C?'Uwlord. Sent by Major Boyd, who engages to

deliver it to Captain Jl'Ie1wr, of C?'UIlif'o,.d'sbattalion.
6th. Colonel Thomas Podf1'. Sent by Willi,am Gill, of his battalion,

who engages to deliver it.
7th. Colonel Slough. Letter delivered to Colonel Slough.
8th. Letter sent to Colonel Peter Grubb, by Captain JlJ01;gan, of his

battalion.
9th. Colonel Greenwalt. Letter sent by .!lnthony Welty, express.

10th. Colonel John Fer'l'ee. Sent by Major Boyd, who engages to de-
liver it to Captain Whitehill, of Fm'ee's battalion.

11th. Colonel Grun. Sent by .!lnthony Welty, express.

Council of Safety, Philadelphia, November 16th, 1776.

SIR: The fleet which sailed from New- York, and took its
course to the southward with the appearance of a design to
enter this river, after keeping that eourse for some time,
suddenly altered it, and are gone to the eastward, so that
every reason to apprehend their intending to attack this
city is entirely removed, and it is therefore unnecessary for
the Associators to march for the present. The Council re-
quest you wi1lgive this notice to YOUI' battalion,and return
the thanks of this Board to the officers and men who have
exerted themselves on this alarming occasion, by preparing
for a march to tbis city or its neighbourhood, and given such
unquestionable proof of their virtue and firm patriotism.
The expenses which have occurred in consequence of this
alarm will be most cheerfully and readily paid j and you
may be assured that the earliest inte1ligence will be given
you of every danger of an attack upon this State, as it is the
virtue and firmness of the Associators alone which can pre-
serve us free and independent.

By order of Council:
THO~1AS 'V HARTON, Jun., President.

GENERAL STEPHEN TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
[Read 18th.]

Amboy, 16th November, 1776.

Sm: I received the honour of your letter directed to
Brigadier-General iJ'fercer, who had left this place before my
arrival.

By several different channels I am informed that the fleet
wbich sailed fromNew- York harbour on Wednesdaycon-
sists of transports, discharged or sent to Ireland for provis-
IOns.

One hundred sail of Dutch, Danish, and English trans-
ports have laid at the watering place for upwardsof ten days,
waiting a convoy. Three ships of war have taken them
under their care. It appeared to us here, and to my detached
parties in South-Amboy, that the fleet steered no farther to
the southward than was necessary to avoid the shoals pro-
jecting from Long-Island. We at last observed them to
steer east northerly, and are certain that the fleet consisted
of upwards of one hundred and forty-three sail.

I acquainted General Greene of their sailing, and had I
suspected any danger from them, would have marked with
greater attention my advice of it to Mr. Secretary Peters.

The few troops under my eommand shall be always ready
to act occasionally.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your most
obedient, humble servant,

ADAM STEPHEN.

GENERAL WASn{NGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
[Read November 19.]

PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO LANCASTER cml- General Green,e's Quart-ers, 16th November, 1776.
MITTEE. SIR: Since I had the honour of addressing you last, ~

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, November 16,1776. important event has taken place, of which I wish to give
GENTLEMEN: Enclosed are a number of letters to the YOll the earliest intelligence. The preservation of thB pas-

commanding officers of the l\lilitia in your County, which sage of the North River wa.s an objeet of so mut::h conse-
we reqnest you to fOl'ward to them jm.mediately after the quence, that I thought no pams .01' expense too great for that

receipt by express. We need not pOInt out to you the purpose, and therefore, after sendmg.offal! the valuable st.ores,
necessity of using expedition in that matter, as the perusal except such as were necessary for Its defe!,J.ce, J deterrmned,
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ngreeable to the advice of most of the General Officel's, to
risk something to defend the post on the east side, ca!led
Mount Washington. When the Army moved up in conse-
quence of General Howe's landing at Frog-Point, Colonel
ltJagaw was left on that command, with about twelve hun-
dred men, and orders given to defend it to the last. After-
wards, reflecting upon the smalIness of the garrison, and the
difficulty of their bolding it, if General Howe should fall
down upop it with his whole force, I wrote to General
Greene, who bad the command on tbe Jersey shore, directing
him to govern himself by circumstances, and to retain or
evacuate the post as he should think best, and revoking the
absolute order to Colonel lUagaw, to defend the post to tbe
last extremity. General Greene, struck with the importance
of the post, and tbe discouragement which our evacuation of
posts must necessarily ha ve given, reinforced Colonel ftlagaw
with detachments from several regiments of tbe Flying-
Camp, but chiefly of Pennsylvania, so as to make up tbe
number about two thousand.

In this situation things were yesterday, when General
Howe demanded the surrender of the garrison, to whicb
Colonel Magaw returned a spirited refusa1.* Immediately
upon receiving an account of this transaction, I came from
Hackensack to this place, and had partly crossed tbe North-
River, when I met Genera] Putnam and Genera] Greene,
who were just returning from thence, and informed me that
the troops were in high spirits, and would make a good de.
fence; and, it being late at night, I retUrned. EarJy this
morning Colonel Magaw posted his troops partly in tbe lines
thrown up by our Army on our first coming thither from
New- York, and partly on a commanding hi!! laying north
of ltlount ff'ashington, the lines being aJl to the southward.
In tbis position the attack began about ten o'clock, which
our troops stood, and returned tbe fire in such a manner as
gave me great hopes the enemy was entirely repulsed.
But at this time a body of troops crossed lIarlem river in
boats, and landed inside of the second lines, our troops being
then engaged in tbe first. Co]onel Cadwaladcl', who com-
manded in tbe lines, sent off a detachment to oppose them;
but they, being overpowered by numbers, gave way; upon
which Colonel Cadwalader ordered his troops to retreat, in
order to gain the fort. It was done with much confusion;
and the enemy crossing over came in upon them in such a
manner that a number of them surrendered. At this time
the Hessians 'advanced oa the north side of tbe fort in very
large borlies. They were received by the troops posted
there with proper spirit, and kept back a considerable time.
But at length they were also obliged to submit to a superi-

"On the 16th the British made their attack on Fort Washino-ton.
General Knyphausen, with a .heavy column of Ilessiam, advanced. by
KinO"s Bridge. They were dIscovered by the Americans from the hin-h
gro~nds, north of Fort Washington, as the day broke, and cannonad~d
from the field-pieces rlaced at this advanced post. The Hessian column
divided in two; the n~ht ascending the strong broken ground towal'ds
Spitten-Det,il .Creek; tile left n~arer to the road, towards the Gorge.
The firstobtamed the ground wIthout mueh dlilie-ulty; but the .!llnn'icans

.made a most noble opposition a~ainst the latter, and, for a considerable
time, kept them frpm as~ending the hill, making a terrible sIauo-hter
among them; but the great superiority of the assailants, with an u~aha-
ting firmness, finally prevailed; their loss was greater here than at any
other placc. Meanwhile the British crossed Haarlem Creek in two
different places, charged and finaJly routed the Americans on that side,
and possessed themselves of the strong post of Laurel Hill, on the other
side of the road fj'om Fort Washington, and not very distant from it;
Lord Percy at the same time advancing with the troops under his com-
mand on the island towards the fort on that side. The .lJmc,icans, now
generally driven from their out-works, retired to the fort, which was
crowded fuJl. A sIngle shell now dropping among them must have made
dreadful havock.

Genera] TJTashington was now a spectator of this distressing scene,
from the high ~ank at F01,t Le~, on the opposite side of the Hltdson;
and havl11g a wIsh to communicate somethlOg to Colonel Jllagaw, the
tommanding officer at Port fVashington, Captain Gooch, of Boston, a
brave and dal'ing man, offered to be the bearer of it. He ran down to
the river, jumped into a small boat, pushed over the river, landed under
the bank, ran up to the fort, and delivered the message; came put, ran
and jumped over the broken ground, dodging the Hessi(tn.~, some of
~hom .struck. at him with their pieces, and others attempted to thrust
him with their bayonets; escapmg through them, he got to his boat,
and returned to Fort Lee. The B,itish had summoned Colonel .Maijaw
to surrender, and were prepa!ing their batteries to play on the fort,
when Colonel .l\fagaw thought It best to surrender the post, whic!. he did
according-]y, between two and three thousand men becoming prisoners.
The loss in killed and wounded on the .'lmerican side was inconsiderable'
but the loss in prisoners was a serious blow indeed. The prisoner~
were marched to New- Y01'k, where, being crowded in sugar-houses,
(many of them bei!1g militia fro~ the Jersey F]ying-Camp, who had
been sent over to rem force the garrison, and were qnused to a soldier's
life, J?uch less t? the.poi.sonous stagnant. air of a crowded prison,) they
fell sIck, anil daily died m a most shockmg manner. It was common
on a morning, for the car-men to come and take away the bodies fo:
burial, by loads '-Ileath.

ority of numbers, and retire lindeI' the cannon of the fort.
The enemy, having advanced thus far, halted, and immedi-
ately a flag went in with a repetition of the demand of the
fortress,as 1 suppose. At this timeI senta billet to Colonel
Magaw, directing him to bold out, and I would endeavour
this evening to bring off the garrison, if the fortress could not
be maintained, as I did not expect it could, the enemy being
possessed of the adjacent grounds. But before thisreacbed
him, be had entered too far into a treaty to retract. After
which, Colonel Cadwalader told another messenger who
went over, that they had been able to obtain no other terms
than to surrender as. prisoners of war. In this situation
matters now stand. I ha\'e stopped General Beall's and
Genera] Heard's brigades, to preserve the post and stores here,
which, with tbe other troops, I hope we shall be able to effect.
I don't yet know the numbers killed or wounded on either
side, but from the heaviness and continuance of fire in some
places, I imagine tbere must bave been considerable execu-
tion. The loss of such a number of officers and men, many
of whom have been trained with more than common atten-
tion, will, I fear,be severely felt; but when that of tbe arms
and accoutrements is added, much more so, and must be a
furthel' incentive to procure asconsiderablea supply as pos-
sible for the new troops as soon as it can be done.

I have the honourto be,with great respect, sir, your most
obedient servant. Go. WASHINGTON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL LEE.
General Greene's Quarters, November 16th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: You will perceive by the enclosedresolves
that Congress have entered into some new \'egulations
respecting the in]istment of the new Army, and reprobating
the measures adopted by tbe State of ltlassachusetts-Bay
for raising their quota of men.

As every possible exertion should be used for recruiting
the Army as speedily as may be, I request that you imme-
diately publish, in orders, that an allowance of a dollar and
one-third of a dollar will be paid to the officers for every
soldier they shall inlist, whether in or out of camp; also,
that it will be optiona] in the soldiers to in]istduring the
continuance of the war, or fi)l' three years, unless sooner
discharged by Congress. In the former case, they are to
receive all sucb bounty and pay as have been heretofore
mentioned in orders. Those who engage for the latter
time, (that of three years,) are not to receive the bounty in
land. That no mistakes may be made, you will direct tho
recruiting officers from your division to provide two distinct
inlisting rolls, one for those to sign who engage during the
war, tbe other for those who inlist for three years, if their
service shall be so long requested.

I am sorry to inform you that tbis day, about twelve
o'clock, the enemy made a general attack upon our lines
about Fort Washington, which, having carried, the ga~rison
retired within the fort. Colonel frlagaw, finding tbere was
no prospect of retreating across the river, surrendered the
post. We do not know the loss of killed and wounded
on either side; but I imagine it must have been pretty
considerable, as the engagement at some parts of the lines
was oflong continuance and heavy; neither do 1 know the
terms of capitulation. The force of the garrison, before the
attack, was almost two thousand men.

Before I left Peekskill, I mged to General lIeath the
necessity of secming the pass througb the Highlands next
to the river, as well on that as this side, and to the forts
above. But as the preserving of those and otbers which
lay more easterly, and wbich are equally essential, is a
matter of the last importance, I must beg you to turn
your attention that way, and to have such measures adopted
for their defence as your judgment shall suggest to be
necessary. I do not mean to advise the abandoning your
present post contrary to your own opinion, but only to
mention my ideas of the importance of those passes,and
that you cannot give too much attention to their security
by having works erected in the most advantageous places
for tbat purpose.

J am, dear sir, yours, &c.,

To Brigadier-General Lee.

P. S. The enclosed letter, for Governour Tmmbull, you
will pIcase to transmit by tbe first opportunity.

[The same to Major-General Heath.)

Go. W ASHlNG1'ON.

--
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IN CONGRESS, November 7th, 1776.-Rcsolved, That
the Resolution, passed the 14th of October last, that the
allowance to officers of one and one-third of a dollar for
inlisting soldiers be nof extended or given on the rein':
listment of soldiers in camp, be repealed.

November 12, 1776.-Resolved, (as the opinion of this
Congress,) That if the soldiers to be raised by the State of
Massachusetts-Bay be inlisted on the terms offered tD
them, (which are more advantageous than what are offered
to other soldiers serving in the same Army,) it would much
retard if not totally impede the inlistment of the latter, and
produce discontent and murmur, unless Congress should
equally increase the pay of these; which, it is the opinion
of this Congress, would universalIy be reprobated as an
immoderate expense, and complained of as a grievolls burden
by those who mllst bear it; and therefore, that the Com-
mittee from the State of JJlassachusetts-Bay be desired not
to inlist their men on the additional pay offered by the
Assembly of tbat State.

Upon reconsidering the resolution of the 16th of Sep-
tember last, for raising eighty-eight Battalions to serve
during the present war with Great Britain, Congress being
of opinion that the readiness of the inhabitants of tbe States
to enter into the service for limited times, in defence of their

invaluable privileges, on all former occasions, gives good
ground to hope the same zeal for the publick good wiJl
appear in future when necessity calls for their assistance;
and the ~ncertain lengt,h of time which forces raised during
the contmuance of the war may be compelled to serve,
may prevent many from inlisting \vho would otherwise
readily manifest their attachment to the commOn calise by
engaging for a limited time; Therefore,

Resolved, That all nOll-commissionofficers and soldiers,
who do not incline to engage their services during the con-
tinuance of the prespnt war, and shall inlist to serve tbree
years, unless sooner discharged by Congress, sha]] be entitled
to and receivc all such bounty and pay as arc allowed
to tbose who inlist during the continuance of the present
\var, except the one hundred acres of land, which is to be
granted to those only who inlist witbout limitation of time.

And each recruiting officer is required to provide two
distinct inlisting rolls; one for such to si"n who inJist
during the continuance of the war, and the ~ther for such
as inlist for three years, if their sef\'ice shall be so 10nl1'.

1
0

requlrec.
By order of the Congress:

Copy:
J OlIN HANCOCK.

ROBERT HARUISON.

OFFICERS PRESENT.

Return of the Continental Troops under the command of General LEI:.
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to since
completc. last Return.
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- .--.. -

Calibres. Numbers.

9 5 Mounted on Garrison Carria~es.
6 21 Mounted on do.'"
4 4 Mounted on do.'

Total, 30 Mounted.
9 258 Round Shot.
6 333 Round do.
6 73 I-oz. Balls in canisters.
6 52 Grape Shot in wooden bottoms.
6 40 Bar Shot.
9 20 Chain Shot.
6 14 Star Shot.
9 262 Filled Cartridges.
6 438 Filled do.
4 200 Fj]]ed do.
4 162 Round Shot.
- 1,000 .Vads.
9 12 Cartridge Cases.
6 10 Cartridge Cases.
4 9 Do. do.
- 20,000 Musket Cartridges.
- 2,600 Musket Balls.
- 36 Lint Stocks.
- 3 Budge Barrels. C

- 20 Powder Horns. ;
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A Return of Artillery Stores and Ordnance at FORT
CONSTITUTION, November 16, 1776.

cmUnSSARY HUGHES TO GENERAL WOOSTER.

North-Castle, the 16th of November, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: By order of General Lee I send forty-
five ox-teams to forage at ])Iarroneski, &c., especiaUy at
Mr. Jay's, who has requested that it might be taken.

Wherever there is any booty belonging to Tories that have
f!:one to the enemy, they are to take aU, but from OUl'friends
they are to take but a part. The General desires your
Honour would furnish a guard and fatigue party to assist
them, as they are to return as soon as possible.

1 am, dear General, with great regard, sir, your most
obedient,

HUGH HUGHES, Assistant Quartermaster-General.

P. S. Please to excuse this hasty scrawl.

TUWTHY DANIEI.SON TO TRISTRAM DALTON.
North.Cast]e, November 16th, 1776.

SIR: Some time since we wrote the Speaker of the
House of Representatives respecting the embarrassment we
met with from General Washington at our first arrival in
camp. That caused our sending Mr. Partridge immedi-
ately to Congress. This evening he rctmned with the
enclosed resol ves and letter from the President.

The Army, before our coming, were notified of tbe terms
proposed by our Assembly for the inlistment of OUf
quota of troops, and should we now endea vom to inlist tbem
on the Continental plan, appears to us (wel'e it contained in
aUf commission) entirely fruitless. In tbis unhappy dilem-
ma, we shall wait the determination of the General Assem-
bly, only appointing the officers of seven battalions as soon
as we can obtain a recommenda,tion from the General;
which, though daily applied for, tbrough his multiplicity of
business has not been completed, but expect it to-morrow.

With all the rhetOrick we are masters of have earnestly
invited the 1\1ilitia to tarry till tbe first of March, but could not
prevail upon them. They are so determined to return that
the General could not obtain the express consent of one balf
of them to tarry even four days. Yet it is likely the greater
part will continue that short time. On the whole, what is
best to be done, the wisdoln of tbe General Assembly cannot
determine. Had the ])Iassachusetts put this encouragement
to their soldiers on some other footing than in addition to
monthly pay, it would not have been so exceptionable to
the General or Congress.

After we shall have agreed to the recommendation for
appointing officers for seven battalions, the Assembly may
think proper to call us, (to save a considerable expense, as
Connecticut has done,) and intrust the receiving the returns

and filling up the commission with the General Officers
now in the Army belonging to JJIassaclmsetts-J3ay.

Colonel Sartell is the bearer of this, and time will pass
heavily till we receive the determination of tbe General
Assembly, as we can do but little. Your orders, therefore,

wiJl be r~adily and cheerfully complied with, sirs, by your
most obedIent very humble servants.

By order of the Committee appointed to inlist men at
New- York belonging to tbis State:

TIMo. DANIELSON, Chairman.

The Hon.1'ristram Dalton, Esq., Speaker of the House of
Representatives of Massachusetts-Bay.

1'0 ,
You are hereby empowered immediately to inJist a Com-

pany,. to consist of eighty-six able-bodied and effective
men.. 1l1?luding no~-commissj()ned officers and privates, as
soldiers 111tbe service of and for the defence of the United
American States, upon tl~e est?LlislJlnent ,fixed by tbe hon-
ourable Congress, to continue In that service till tbe end of
the pres~nt war, or the t:rn; of tbree years; and that you
cause said men, when so In11sted, to pass muster as soon as
rnay be; .the non-commissioned ofilcers t~ be appointed by
the captam and subalterns of each respective company.

day of , 1176.
( Committee of
S'Massachusetts-Bay.

State of Massachusetts-Bay, October ]9. 1776.

The. foHowing are extracts fi'om the Resoh'es of Congress,
transmitted to the General Assembly of this State, viz:
That ~\V~nty Dollars be given as a bounty to each Non-
Commissioned Officer and Private Soldier who sball inlist

t~ serve during the present w:;\r,or three years, unless sooner
dIscharged by Congress.

,!,hat Congress .make provision for granting Lands to the

Ofh~ers and ~oldlel's who shall engage in the service, and
contmue therem to the close of the w~r, 01' until discharged
by Congress; and to the representallves of such Officers
and Soldier~ a,s shaH be slain by the enemy, viz: To each
Non-Comml~s]oned Officer and Soldier, one hundred acres.

Tba~ ~ SUIt of Clothes be annually given to each Non-
ComnllSslOned Officer and Private Soldier; to consist for
tbe present year of two linen hunting.shirts, two pair of
ov~raIJs, a leathern or woolen waistcoat with sleeves, one
pall' of breeches, a h.at or leatbern cap, two shirts, two pair
of hose, and two pftlr of shoes, amounting in the whole to
the .value of twenty dollars; or tbat sum to be paid to each
soldier wbo shall procure those articles fc)r himself.

A true extract from the Resol ves of Congress:
Attest: JOHN AVERY, Dep. Secretary.

PhiJadelphia, 13lh November, 1776.

G ENTLEnlEN: Agreeable to ~y promise to Mr. Partridge,
I now enclose you the resolutions of Concrress in consc-
qu~nce ~f your application, whe:er~y you wITI percei\'e it is
theil' desIre that you wouId not mhst the men on tbe addi-
tional pay oftercd by tbe Assembly of llIassachusetts; they
have, however, agreed tbat tbe men be in listed for three
years under the former encouragement, except the one
hundred ac.re~ of la~d, which is not to be given to any bllt
those who Hl~lstdurmg the war. I beg leave to reC\>!'you
to tbe resolutions enclosed, and bope you will not find much
~ifficulty in obtaining ~he men. I know your best exer-
tIOns will not be wanting. I am so exceedingly engaged
that I can't add, but that I am, with great esteem gen-
tlemen, your most obedient servant,

,

JOHN HANCOCK.

Honourable Commissioners from Massachusetts-Bay.

. ,I .shall be exceeding gJ,ad to hear of yoUI' stlccess in
Inllstmg; and when your leisure wiJl admit shal1 be obliD"ed
for a line. '"

I sha1l be much obliged to you to forward the enclosell
letter to General Ward.

A LIST OF FIEJ,D-OFFlCERS APPOINTED BY THE cmBUTTEF..

William Shepard, Colon!'l, Ebenezer Sprout, Lieutenant-
Colonel, War!wm Parks, ]\ifajor.

John Bailey, Co]onel, BenJamin Tupper. Lieutenant-
Colonel,Andrew Peters, Major.

.

Thomas Nixon, Colonel, Calvin Smith, Lieutenant-Col-
onel, Joseph Thompson, Major.



713 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., NOVEMBER, 1776. 714

James Tfesson, Colonel, James Millin, Lieutenant-Col-
onel, Ezra Badlam, Major.

Meshech Jackson, Colonel, John Brooks, Lieutenant-
Colonel, Joseph Swasey, Major.

Rufus Putnam, Colonel, Da'vid Henley, Lieutenant-
Colonel.

Attest: TIMo. DANIELSON, Cft. of tlw Com.

The Committee of the General Assembly of the State of
Massachusetts-Bay, appointed to repair to the Army at or
near New-York, to officer and inlist seven battalions out of
the Continental Armytbere, have attended that service,
and report as follows:

Tbat on the :30th day of Octooer last, we arrived at
Head-Quarters, near White-Plain,y. We applied to General
Washington to recommend th,e officers of tbe State. He
referred us t<;>tbe General Officers of our State. After layin<T
before the Commander-in-Chief our beatintr orders he much
disapproved of the measure, which causedo OUI'se~dintr Mr.
Partridge to Congress, as we early informed tbe Asse~lbly.
Immediately applied to Generals Heath and Nixon for the
recommendation referred to above. But the Army were so
engaged, near three weeks expired before we obtained it,
even with every day's applieation. Our commissions being
condemned as iJi concerted, by bis Excellency and Con-
gress, caused us to doubt oftbe propriety of proceerlintr; but
considering the necessity of endeavouring to in]ist ;en on
the encouragement of Congress, in order to examine that
august assemhly that the fti[assachusetts~Bay were fond of
raising their quota on Continental terms, caused us to arlvise
with tbe gentlemen then present (who were members of the
General Assembly) what mode to pursue; with whose advice
we thought proper to attempt the inlistinO' soldiers on the
terms of Congress, upon which we presumetl to dispense willI
our commission and make the alterations that appear by the
encJosed curtailed and interlined beating orders, which made
it necessary to make the delineation as in the enclosed inlist-
ment. As the soldiers upon the above terms would be little
able to ,provi?e his own arms, we soon were persuaded, by
converslllg with officers of all ranks, that it would by no
means answer to form the inlisted men into companies, till
the officers that received the beating orders had full oppor-
tunity to complete their respective companies, by sendinO'
subalterns into the country, or ,otherwise, for that purpose~
tberefore concluded to neglect It.

A small number are inlisted on tbe plan of Congress, but
the troops hastening across the North River to reinforce
there, the Colonels could not make a return of the numbers.
After our return [rom Peekskill, on the North River, to
Quaker Ridge, we sent the remains of the beatinO" orders
inlistments, and some of the commissions, to General 11eat<
with letters, the copies of which are berewith enclosed.
W e thou~ht propel', as we proceeded on different encour-
agement than was expected by the Assembly, to officer but
six battalions; the regiment then being small, more cannot
be expected to fill up. A list of said six battalions of fie]d-
officers is herewith cnclosed. We ha~'e given tbe officers
and soldiel'Sassmance, that if tbe State of JJ[assachusetts-
Bay made any additions to the soldiers' payor bounty, tbose
that inlisted on. the Continental establishment before that
took place, sbould be allowed tbe same. We have done all
in our powcr to answer the expectation of tbe General
Assembly respecting us, and bave in no case deviated from
the tenour of the commission, but when we imacrined it
absolutely necessary for the general good. ,V e ar~ on om
return, supposing we could be no longer serviceable to the
State by continuing to rove aflel' the Army; wbich we bope
will meet with tbe approbation of the General Assembly.
All which is humbl y submitted, .

By tbe order of ihe Committee:
TuIO. DANIELSON, Chairman.

WaJJingsford, in Connecticut, December 7,1776,

In the House of Representatives, December 25, 1776,

Read, with the papers accompanying it, and ordered that
tbe same be committed to Major Goodman, Judge Cush-
ing, and Colonel JJletcalf, with such as the honourable
Board shaH join, to consirler and report what is proper to
be done relating this matter.

Sent up for concurrence:
SAM'L FREE:/.IAN, Speaker p. t.

In Council, December 25, 1776,

Read and concurred, and Artemas fVard and John Whit-
comb, Esquires, are joined.

JNO. A VERY, Dep. Secretary.

Hartford, December 9, 1776,

Sm: In this place we met Major Go~dma1l, with his dis-
patches. After holding a consultation on w hat we had
don~, a~d the matter ,of his embassy, thought proper to
advIse bun to return with his paper to the General Assem-
bJy, as a short delay would not be attended with ill conse-
quences.

The enclosed papers contain our report, and we are, with
great respect, YOUI' Honour's most obedient, very bumble
servants.

By order of the Committee:
THlO. DANIELSON, Chairman.

JOHN McDONALD TO C01\DUTTEE OF NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Nine Partners' Mine, 16th November, 1776.

SIRS: In compliance with the contraet fi'om under your
h~nds, dated October last, respecting the sinking- into the lead
m1tl~ here, twelve f,~et in ,depth, and extend the same thirty
feet 111 length and three III breadth, with such directions as
I thought best to pursue the veins, &c. 'Vhen at my entry
Mr. Ezra Thompson here measured twenty-four feet in
length from the west to the east, which course heinlT and are
the il:c.lination of the veins, and perfectly appearel'the most
promlsl~g prospect to work. There wrought and blasted the
rocks with the men Temployed, until the veins beeall1e mixed
with di,ffer~nt kinds of t,tgly rocks, which brought to disap-
pear, Yle]dll1g any quantity worthy of pursuinO" to advantaO'e
and I therefore prosecuted into several vein~ goiner to tL~
southward, cross fro,m th~ said dimensio.n, and therei~ digged
out about ?e,"enty-sl1c weight of ore dUrIng the driving, auout
thre: feetmlength, ten and a half feet in depth, and twelve
[~et III breadth, and at conclusion of the same, the ore almost
dIsappeared. At my pL1l'suit in the said thirty-four feet
]en~th fi'om the west t.o tbe east, raised about twenty-six
weight of ore, after willch spent the half of the time. The
nearest estimation of the lead ore, is nine hundred w(;'ight.

Gent,lemen; I. am ,on the, motio~ to continue working
further mto, s,mklng elght~en lIlches III depth, and drive the
same about, elghte,en ,feet J,nlength, which may instl'llct any
pers~n ha vmg skIll In mmery to learn the sufficiency and
deficIency of the same, a,nd before the performance thereof,
I expect an answer of this report from your HonoUl's, letting
me know wb,ether or not to proceed any further into the
present openmg, twenty-four feet in length, above-men-
tione?, As for, my, own part, I am already very thoroughly
convlIlced that It \vIII not be so advantageous as to clear the
tenth par~ ~xpen~e of working. Thf'refore, with all possi-
ble expedition WrIte to, me and Mr. Thompson, if you intend
th~t I ~hould make tnals elsewhere here or return to the
F1shkdls. The main trials is drivinO' a level torrether with
sinking, cros.-cutting, raisin~,&c., which will 'cos~ any com-
pany of adventurers about SIXthousand pounds I)('fore they
could make tbe complete and proper trials. Money will
be very acceptable to pay my workmen's waITesand other
articles which I stand indebted [or. Your o~ders will be
most punctua]]y obeyed.

Ten days hence there will be finished about the half of
the bar<rain.

Sirs, )'our most obedient and humble servant,

JOHN McDONALD, Alincr.
To William Harper, Henry Wisner, Jonth. Landon, Mat-

thew C~ntine, and Matthew Adgate, <lnd members of
Convention.

P. S, If the trial does not turn out better fi'om the
present state it now is, within the 28th of this month I shall
pos,sibly,be desired by )'~ur HO~lOllrs to giv,eup th: prose-
c,utmg mto any further tl'lals, WIthout the aloresaid diminu-
tIon.

The bearer is one ,Mr, Herrick from this place, who is
an honest man, to brIng back the return of tbis. I don't
cl:oose tbat ~our Honours should sink great sums in improper
tnals. I adIeu, J OHN McDoNALD.
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Captain Bissell's

.. .... do - Joseph Chapma
.. .... do 0 Ebenezer'Vrig
'0.... do - Howard Moult
.. .... do 0 Freegrace Billin
.. .... do - Nathan Barney
.. .... . do Abner Belding,
.. .... 0 do Seth Belding.. .
00.... . do Daniel Church.
00.... - do Lemuel Demin
.0.... - do George Edward
00.... - do

I

Thomas Gt'een.
.. .... - do Jesse Judson..

'0 .... 0 do I David Lindsey
.0.... 0 do i Michael Mitche
.0.... 0 do Samuel Moulto

::t: ::: 0 do Joseph A. Min
- do Giles N ott.. . .

.. .... - do .Tames Price. . .

.. .... 0 do .Tonathan Price

.. .... - do Benjamin Ripn

.. .... 0 do Timothy Ris!e
00.... 0 do Joel Skinner...
.. .... 0 do Danie] Thomas

- Robert Wallas.
18

do
Captain B

o' .... -
00.... do. - Jona. Brewste
o. .... do . Theophih.ls Hu
.. .... 0 do Jabez Avery...

'0 .... 0 do William Butta
.0.... 0 do Simon Armstro

'0 .... . do Jesse Barnet ..
.' .... . do Joseph Ellis...
.. .... 0 do Asa Fox......
O. .... 0 do Samuel Fuller.
...... . do Elijah Hammo
~....... .. . do Solomon Huntl

'0 .... 0 do Sanford Berrie
.. .... 0 do Luther .Taphet.

"
.... . do John Lewis...

.. .... . do Thomas Matte

.. .... 0 do Rufus Parke. .

.0.... . do Amasa Pride. .

.0.... 0 do Jehiei Pettis...

.. .... . do Roger Packard

.. .... . do Samuel TaIIma

.. .... - do .Tohn Vandeus

.. .... 0 do Calvin V{aterm

.. .... 0 do .Tohn 'Williams

.. .... - do

.. .... . do
I

Captain Perri v,

"
.... 0 do Timo. Percival

... .... . do Nathaniel Gov

.. .... . do .Toe]Gi!!et....
- Roper Coit. . . .26 Urmh HungerD

do 0 Rous Bly.....
,;.' ::::1 i Samuel Agard.

..I....
do -

I

Daniel Barthol
do - Silas Bates.. . .

.-1-... - dol .TohnBray....
- do David Brown.... .... . do Solomon Carri... .... . do John Curtis..... . .... - do .Tohn Dutton. ... . .... . do Daniel Freema.. . .... - do GadFuller... ..., .... . do AbelHart.. . .. .. .... - do Jason Hart...... .... . do

i Timothy Isha.. . .... . do Azariah Lothr.. . .... . do John Moody.... . .... - do Timothy Perci.. . .... . do I saac Potter. . ... . .... . do Elijah Rose. ..... .... . do Elijah Stanton.

::r:: . do Benjamin Tub!. do Abraham Yarr

:::V:
. do J esse Roberts.. do
. do Captain Fit
. do

- do Eben. F. Bisse
... .... . do Cornelius Russ
.. . .... 0 do Eleazer House
.. . .... . do Hezekiah Hay
.. . .... 0 do Samuel Bordm
.. . .... . do Aaron Porter..
.. . .... . do Elisha Boardm
.. . .... . do Robert N ewco
.. . ..,. . do John Atwood.
.. . .... - do Orias Atwood.
.. . .... . do William Crad

- Ira Clark....
33 Roderick Clar

Lemuel Fuller.
... .... do 0 Abner Fuller..
.. . ....j do . Roger Tyler..
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List of Officers and

RETURNS OF KILLED, WOUNDED, AND MISSING, IN SEVERAL ACTIONS.

Men killed, taken prisoners, or missing from the Seventeenth Regiment, in the
ISLAND,27th August, 1776.

action on LONG-

~-~--

Names. Rank.

Captain Tyler's Company.

Joel Clark .'Lieutenant-Colonel..
Solomon Orcut .iFirst Lieutenant.. .
Cornelius Hipgins ,!Ensign ......
Elisha Hopk1lls .IAdjutant..........
Silas Holmes 'iSui-geon's Mate....
BartJet Lewis. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .:Sergeant. . . .. . . .. .
Elisha Benton. . . .. . . .. . . .. . ..1 do... . ... . . . . .. .
ReubenBates.. . . . . .. . . . .

"
. . . Corporal. . . .. .. . . .

OliveJennings do..............
Joseph White do ,....
Jesse Swaddle.. . . . . .., . .

"
. . . do.. . . . .. . . .

Joseph Arnold. . .. . . . . .. . . . . . Private.. . . .. . .. . . .
JoelBallard do..............
AzariahBenton . . . . .. .. . . . do.. . . . .. . . ,
Lemuel Lewis.. . .. . . . . .. .. . . . do. . . ... . . . . ... .
SethRider do..............
John Smith ,.. do..............
Jeremiah ISparks , do .........
Jonathan Witherd. . . . . .. . . . . .i do.. . . . . . .. .
Josiah Benton ,i do. .......
Luke KimbalL ,.,' do ......
Jonathan Barnard.. . . . . .. . . . . . do. . . . . . . .. .
James Lindsey.. . ... . . .. . , . . . do. .. . . .. . . .

Captain Jewett's Company.

Joseph Jewett Captain...........
J abez Fitch, J un... . . . . .. .. . . . First Lieutenant... .
J 9hn K:insman .. . . . . .. .. .. . .. Ensign... . . .. .. . . .
StephenOtis Sergeant..........
RufusTracy do..............
RoswelGraves ... do..............
Nathan Raymond '

I

Corporal..........
PelegEdwards... . .. . . .. .. . . . do.. . . ... . . ... . .
JoshuaBlake .Private............
Billa Dyer... : do..............
TheophilusEmerson do..............
JasparGriffin .. . . . . .. .. . . . do. . . .. . . . . ,. .. .
ElishaMiller do.. ............
AdamMitchel do..............
Charles :Phelphs. .. . . .. .. .. . . .

1

do.. . .. . . . . .. . . .
Silas

.

Phelps . .. .. .. . . .. . . . do.. . . . . .. . . .,. .
OJiverRude do..............
Ebenezer Smith do..............
Jacob SterJing" ...1 do .......
Timothy Tiffany do..............
pete

.

r 'Vay .

1

do..............
LebbeusWheeler... ... . . .. . . . do.. . . . ... . . ... .
Nath"n Wood do..............
Davidyarrington .

1

do..............
Duron Whittlesey. .. . . . . .. . . , do. . . . . ... . . . . . .
William Eluther do ,.......
Zadock :Pratt.. . . .. . . .. , . .. . . . do. . . . . .. . . .
Eliphalet Reynolds... . . ..

"
, . . do. . . . . .. . . .

RufusCone...... do..............
Captain Trowbridge's Company.

Caleb Trowbridge. .. . . .. .. . . . Captain.. . . . . .. .. .
Thomas Fanning.. .. . . .. .. . . .,2d Lt. & Q.uartenn
Anthony Bradford. . . .. . . .. . . .I

\

EnSign.. . . . . . .
DanielInga1ls., Sergeant..........
DanielFarnham.. . .. .. . . .. . . . do.. . . . ... . . .. , .
MosesSmith do.,............
George Gordon.. . . .. . . . . .. . . . Corporal. . . .. .. . . .
Levi Farnham.. . . . .. . . . . .. , ..1 do. . . .. . . . . ....
Silas Bottom.. . . . .

'"
. . . .. . . .IDrum Major. . . ..

WilliamBed]ock .Private... ........
AlexanderBrine ... do ......
JosephClarke do.............
Jonh Colegrove do.............
Luke Durfee.. .. . . .. ... . .. . . . do... . .

'"
, . .. .

George Forster.. . . .. . . . . .. . . . do.. . . . .. . . ....
Caleb Green... .. . .. do... ... .
JohnGardner ~o.............
Ebenezer Keyes. . . .. . . . . .. . . . do.. . . .. . . . . .. ,
John Kingsbury. . . .. . . . . .. . . . do. . . .. . . . .
Robert Lithgow. . . .. . . . . .. , . , do. . . .. . . . . ....
BenjaminLounsbury do.............
Ishmael Moffit do.............
Joseph Munsur do ........
Damel l\1:alone.. .. .. . . . ... .. . do. . . .. . . . .
SolomonMears.., do.............
John Pollard do ......
Stephen Potter.. .. .. . .. . .. . .. do.. . . . .. .. ....
Joseph Russell.. .. . .. . . . . .. . , . do. . , .. . ..
Allen Richards do.............
Monday Smith.. .. . . .. .. .. . ,. do. . . . . ... . . ...
DavidSaunders... .. .. .. .. ... do. .. .. .. .
JohnTalmage do.............
WilliamTurner.. . .. . . . . .. . . . do. . . .. . . . .
John Thomas. . .. . .. .. .. .. . . . do.. . . . .. . , ....
SamuelWhite... do ......
John Winter.. . . . . .. . .. . .. . .. do.. . . . . . ..

Captain Ozias Bissell's.

OziasBissell.. . . . .
'1
Captain. . . .. . .. ..

Solomon Makepeace. . . . . .. . . .,Second Lieutenant

es. Rank. ""OJ

~

-Continued.

n Ensign '.' do
ht.. . . .. . . .. . . Sergeant. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .
on do ....
gs..., f' Private... f ""... . .' .
.... .... .. .... do... .. ... .. . .. ..
.. . . . . .. , . . ,. . do. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .

do ....
do !....

gs'.:::::::::::: ~~:::::::::'::.::::!::::
do ,.....
do , ..........

... . .. .. .. .. .. do.. . .. .
1 do....................
T\... . . .. .. .., . do. . . . . ... . . ... . . . . . . .
ot . do ..[ 1
.. .. . . .. .. . .. . do. . . . . .. .. .. . .. ..' . . .
.. ,. do. ..,... .1....

do 1....
or do....................
y.. . .. .. .. .. .. do.... . .. .. . .. . .. .
... do ...........
.. . .. . .. .. .. .. do... .. ... .. ... .. . .. ..

f do ~......
rewster's.
r. . r... . . . .

"
. . Captain. . . . . '. . . . .. do

ntington.. . . .. . Sergeant. . . . . .. .. . ..I. . . .
. . .. . . .. . . , . . . Corporal. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .

n.. . .. .. .. ... . do.... .. .. ....
ng . .. . . . . .. .. Private. . .

'. '. ... . . . ~ . . . . .
. . . . .. . . . . .. . .

1

do,...................
do ....

1 do ..

I

....
. .. . ... .. . .... do.... .. .."... ... ....
nd . do.... .. .. .. .. .. ..
ey do .j....k.. .. . .. .. ... . do.. .. . .. . . . . . . . .

do ...........
do ............

rson .. . . . .
"

. . do. . . .. . . . . ... . , . . . . . .
. . . . . . . .., . do. . . . . .. . ... . . . . . . . . .

, .,.. do ...............
.. .. .... .. do.... .. ..
. . . . . . .. . . . .. . do.. . . . .. . . .. . . .. .
n... do. . . ...
en.. .. . .. . do.. .. .. ... .. ....
an.... ... do.. . .. . .. ..

do....................
II's Company.

.. . .. . . .. . . .. . Captain. .. . .
'"

. . . . . . . .. do
e.. , .First Lieutenant... ... . ... do
.. . . .. . . . . .., . Ensign.. . . . . ... . . . . . . . ., do
.. . . .. . . . .. .. . Sergeant.. . . .. .. .. .. . . .. .
ord... .. . '" .. do.. .. .... . . . .. .... .... ... . .... do... .... .. .. do
. . . . .. . . . . .. . . Private.. . . .. . . , .. . . . . . . .
omew. . . , . ... . do. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . .
.. . . .. . . . .

'"
. do. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . .

.. . . .. . . . . . . . . do. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . .

.. ... ... .. do.. ... .. .. . .. ... .
ngton do ..,... ....

do ..I....
.. .. .. .. . .. .. . do... ... . ... .. . .. .

n ,. do ..............
.. . . .. . . . . . , . . do. . . .. . , .. . . .. . . . . . , .

do....................
..

'"
. .. .. do... .. .. .. . . .. .. .

m do....................
op do....................

,. do ....
val do....................

do....................

:: '. : '.: '. : : '. ..'. : : ~~'. '. : :: : : : : :: : : :

,

::::
1

)S. . . . . .. . . . .. . do. . . .. , . .. . . .. . . . . . . .
ington . do . ....
.. .. .. . .. . .. .. do.. . .. . . .. ...

.

ch Bissell's.

n .Captain.. , . ... do
elL. . . .. . . ... . Sergeant. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .

do....................
don do....................
an

"
. . .. . . ... . Corpora]. . . . . ... . . . . . . . .

. . .. . . .. . . .. . , do. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . .
an.... .. .. .... do.... . ... . .. . ... .
mb.. Drum .............
.. . . .. . . . . Private.. . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .
. . . . .. . . . . . . . . do. . . .. , . .. . . .. . . . . . . .

dock. .. . . . . .. . . do. . . . . .. . . . . .. , . . . . . .
. .. . . .... . . do... . . .... .. . . . . .

do.... ,.. .............
do.... . .. .. . .. . .. .
do .
do... I..t t... "".

k . .. . .. .. .. .. .

1

..............

...t..........
..t............ ,
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I

I.
g I.sn

~ ::J
0; .-

E-< :;a
--

do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do

26

do
do
do
do

- ,
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do

22

do
do

do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do

24

do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do



bn bl>.,,;
'"

c: .,,; C c:
Names. .~Names. Rank.

'" '" '"
Rank.

'" '" '"."i
'" ."i '"

. ~co ~f2 co
~E-t E-t

- - -
Capt.F. Bissell's-Continued. Capt. Hubbard's-Continued.

Carmi Higley. . .
"

.. . . . . ., , , . Private..... ......... .... - do Eleazer Brooks.. . . .. . . . . .. . . Private... . . . . .. . .. . . .... - do
ErastusHumEhy..........,., do.............,. . - do SamuelBuck,Jun........... do............... . .... - do
Jonathan Hal aday............ do. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . - do CorneliusCoverling.... .....

'I
do......., ....... . .... - do

John WiJlson................ do. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . - do Aaron Drake.. . . . . .. . . . . .. , ,I do.
"

. .. . . . . .. . . . . . .... 0 do
John White... .... ........... do. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . .... - do Benjamin Hills..............1 do. . . ... . ..... . . . . . ..... - do
John Fletcher..............., do. .. .. , . .. . . .. .. . .... - do AlexanderIngham....... .'... do............... . .... - do- Elias Leet. . . . ... . . .. . . . . ... . do. .. ... . .. .. .. . .. .... - do

Captain HUbbard's. 21 Levi Loveland... . . .. . . . . . . . . do.............. .. .... - do
ElijahRoberts............... do....... .... ... .. .... - do

Jonathan Gillet.......... ..... First Lieutenant...
''1''''

do - Reuben Shipman. . . . .. . . .. . . do. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . ..... - do
Elihu Lyman................ Ensign.................. do - Samuel Strictland . . . . .. . . ,. . . do... ............ . .... - do
William Talmage.. . . .. . . .. . . rergeant. . . . . .. .. ... , . . . - do SethTurner.. . . . . ... . . . .... . do............... . .... - do
SamuelSkinner.. . . .. . . . . .. . . , do. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . - do Nathan 'Whiting............. do. .. . . .. .. . . .. . . . .... 0 do
WiJliam Parsons... . . .. . . .. . , . do. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . , . . . - do Job Wetmore. .. . . . . . . . .

'"
. do................ . .... - do

EhenezerCoe....... .......'.1 do.. .... .............. - do IB

- 1 -- 6 -- 4 -- 1 -- 6 -- 1 -- 1 -
1 - 188

--~-

Killed. ~-Takenl~ Time when killed,
prisoners, Issmg.

taken, or missing

1 October 28, 1776.
2 September 15, 1776.

1 October 28, 1776,
1 Septembe,' 15, 1776.

1 October 28, 1776.
1 October 28, 1776.

1 October 28, 1776,
1 October 28, 1776.

4 October 28, 1776.

1 September 15, ]776.
1 October 28, 1776.
1 October 28, 1776.

10 2 4

RUD. RlTZEMA, Colonel.

-
,

~Company belonging to. Killed. Taken. Dis- Missing. Time when,charged.

Captain Pond................,... 1 - - - October18th, 1776.!CaptainWarren..............,.. 1 - - - October 18th, 1776.
'Captain Peters. . . .., . . . . .. , .

"
. . . 1 - - - October 18th, 1776.:CaptainPayson.................. 1 - - - March 9th, 1776. .
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List of Officers and Men killed, taken prisoners, or missing, from Seventeenth Regiment-Continued.

List of ft'Ien taken at MONTRESSOR'S ISLAND, 23d September, 1776.
David Spencer , Tyler's Company .Missing.
l\1atthias Button , ,.. Brewste"'s , do.
Ralph Lines , Percival's do.

~----------.---- -~-~-

Missing.

--~
---------- -~-- ----

I

~illed.1~Taken.

Lieutenant-Colonel. . . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .
Captains. .. .. . . .. .. .. . . ... .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . , .. .. . . ... . . . ... . . . .. .. . . .. .. . . .. .

'"
. .. . .. . ..

First Lieutenants, , ... .. .........
Sec.ona Lieutenant.. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . ., . . .. . . . . .. . . . .

"

, . .. , . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . ,. . . .. . . . . .
Ensigns. . . .. . .. . ... . .. , . .. .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .. .. . . .. . . .. , . .. .. .. .. . . .. , . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. .. .. . . .. . . .. . ..
Adjutant. . ... . . ... . ... .. .. .. . . .. , . .. , . .. . , .. . . .. . . .. .. .. .. .. , , .. , ... .. ... . .

'"
.. . , .. . .. . .. . ... .. .

Surgeon's I\fate.. .
'"

. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. . .. . ... ... . . . . .. . . .. , . .. . . .
NOll-Commissioned and Privates ;....

----------- -------- ~.. .--

CAMP, SIDMAN'S BRIDGE, RAMAPAUGH RIVER, .N'ovembej' 17, 1776.

Ralph Lines, put into a former Return as missing, is since found in Hospital, which makes the total of this one less than the other.

JED. HUNTINGTON,Colonel Seventeenth Regiment.

A Return of the killed, taken prisoners, and missinJ[, of the Third Regiment of NEW':YORKForces, commanded by
Colollel KUDOLPHUS llITZEMA.

---

Companies. ]\lIen's names.

Captain Denton's Reynolds Cumpton, ,..,..
Captain Riker's. . . ... . . . . .. . . . . .. . .. Peter Cline. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . ~Thomas Steward. . . .. . . . . .. .. . . .. . . . 5

Philip Gen tleman .. . . ... . . . . .. . . . . .. . , .
Captain Hardenbergh's. . . . . .. . . .. . . . Thomas Cropper. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .

H eury Darren, Corporal.
'"

. . . . ... . . . . .
Captain Horton's Peter Burges..........................

Stephen Shilley. . . . . .. . .. .
"

. . ,. . . ., . . .
Andrew Holt.. . . .. . . . . , , . . .

"
. . .. . . . . .

Captain Hutching's John Ryder .

}

J oh]) Parker. . , .. . . .. . . ... . . . . .. . . . . .
Noah Mott. . . ., . . .. . . .. . . .. .. ..

"
. . .

Stephen Bends .. ,
Henry Jehue ,........

Captain Pelton's. , ...' AbrahamUnderdunk ,.,.. .....
Late Pearce's. . . .. . . ... . . . . .. . . .. . . .' Eliphalet Holmes. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . ..
Captain Hobby.. .. . ... . . . ... . . .. . .

'I .

None.

Total. . . .. .. . .. ... . .. . .. . . . . 'j , . . .. . ... .. . ... . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . ... . ,
"

IN CAMP, NEAR WHITE-PLAINS, October 17th, 1776.

A Return of the killed, missing, Sfc., in the Thirteenth Regiment, commanded by J. READ, Esquire.
, ,--.-----

-~--

Men's names.

Samuel Cole. . . ... . . . . ... . . .. . . .
Daniel Deland, . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .
Ezekiel Fuller. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .
Foster Cobb. . . .. .. ... .. . . .. . . .

JOSEPH RI<:AD, Colonel.

A Return of the missing in Colonel SILLDHN'S Regiment in the 1'ctreat from N EW- YORK, on the 15th of September, 1776.

Captain Benjamin's Company-John Brown, Joseph Beers, John Me- Captain Mead
's Company-William Morrison, Timothy Kn app.

graw. Captain Drown's Company-George Mills, John Waters, John Mc-
Captain Reed's Company-Daniel Gorham, Daniel Smith, Reuben Kinsey, Charles Powers.

Salmon. Captain Northrup's Company-Joseph Trobridge.
Capttlin Hubbell's Company-Caleb Pitts. Captain Hurd's Company-Asa Atwood.

Missing and killed in the action below W HlTE-PLAINS, October 28th, 1776.
Captain Benjamin's Company-Corporal Hezekiah Ward. Captain Northrup's Company-Jered Hine.
Captain Reed's Company-David Sherwood. Captain Bostwick's Company-Richard Johnson, John Farrind, killed.
Captain Hubbell's Company-Sergeant David Hendrick.

...

Certified per G. S. SILLIMAN,Colonel.
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A Return of the men killed, missing, and taken prisoners, belonging to the First N EW-YORK Regiment.
--~ --- ---

Companies. Men killed. Men missing. Men taken prisoners. When.

Captain Johnston's. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . John Malone. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . .
',' . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . .

'"
28th October, 1776.

Ed ward KImmons. . . . . . . . .. . . .

~
'

Samuel Knott 00 17th September, 1776.
Edward Fowler................

CaptainLedyard's. .. .. . . . . . .. . .: .. .JosephMcr-arrolJ ~ 19thSeptember, 1776.Simon Van Winkle 5 ................................
George Dan iel. . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .

~

Andrew Sally 00 . .. .. .. .. ... 26th September, 1776.
Michael0 'Farrell. . . .. . . .. . . .. .

Captain 'Viley's William ~mith, (Sergeant) ~ 15th September, 1766GeorgeKing, (Drummer) 5
Robert Stymeson . .. ... ~ 28th October, 1776.WilliamMcAlpine.. . . .. . . .. . . . 5 ................................

Captain Hayatt's.. .. .. . . . .. . . . . . .. . .. . .. . . . .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. . . .. .. .. . .. . . Thomas Sill. . . ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .

~

Hugh McIntosh 15th September, 1776.
HenryBrasher, (Drummer,)....CaptainSteenrod's .. ... . ... .. ... . . ..... . . ... ... .. . McKenny,(Corporal)...

~

Jacob Jones, (Private) 15th September, 1776.
Michael Warner...............

Captain Forbes's John Causton....................
Hugh Kelly. . . . . ... .. .. . . .. . .. . .
Thomas Gardner,. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .
JedediahBeckwith...............
JamesHitchcock .. .....
PeterQuain, (Corpora])..........
JohnFife ..............
John Harway 00. . . . .
DavidJenkins...................

_Cornet Bleeker's. :.~-'..: :..'..:-:-'-'-=--'-~~=-=--=---'-'-::
.-'

John DevanE.<>.:t~_:~-,~~-,__~8t~5~ctobl~r, 1776. __

16th September, 1776.

A Return of both Officers and Privates killed, taken, and missing, in General SAMUEL HOLDEN PARSONS'S Brigade.

N=~.

I

R,.k. ,- or wha, Regimffi'.
-

Comp'. y.. C..~l"~. Tim' Whffi.

Jo~eRh Stephens... . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .Private. ... . .

I

ICOIone] Prescot. . . ... . .
"

Capta~n Darby. . .
"

.. . . .. Missing.. .. Septe
.

mber 1:', 1776.
Wll,Jam Murphy ! do do Captam Newell do October21,1776.
MosesLord ) do do do do do.
Jonas Warren .iSe~geant do Captain Nuting do September 15, 1776.
R,chard Jayelds PrIvate 1 do do do do.
Moses 'Vhitney do .,Colonel Ward Captain King ,... do August 27,1776.
James Barker do do do do do.
Jame« Johnston do do do do September 15,1776.
SimeonElwe)! do do CaptainBarnes do do.
Joseph Evans. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . do. . . .. . . . do. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . Captain A llyn... . . .. . . .. . Killed.. . . . .. Septemher] 4, ] 776.
Cornelius Warren do do Captain BanIel Missing.. .. August 27,1776.
Aaron Rood do do do .(Killed September 23,1776.
JoeISmith... .,

\
sergeant do .CaptainBurr... .

.

'
.ITaken .00

1

September IS, 1776.
Joshua Chamberlin do do do do do.
David Wells .. Private .. do do do February 14, 1776.
John Byrns do do do Missing.. ..1 September 15, 1776.
William Belcher. do do do do do.
John Hamilton do do do do do.
Lemuel Collens.. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . do. . . .. . . . do. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . Lieutenant Cleveland.. ... . do.. . .. . . . do.
Jonathan Bradley do do Lieutenant Ward's do do.
Ebenezer Tombs.. do do do do ' September 23,1776.
William Gaylord... . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . do. . . .. . . .'Colonel W ylly 's.. . . .., . . . Captain Pettibone . . do. . . .. . . .

1

Augus
.

t 27. 1776.
Ahirah Hills do do. .. do do September 15, 1776.
John Adams do do do .

1

1 do ..
I

do.
Daniel Johnson do do do do do.
William Leslie dO 1 do do do do.
WIlham McGuyer do do "' do do 1 do.
John Taylor... . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . do. . . .. . ..1 do.. . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . do.. . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . do. . . .. . . .! September 23, 1776.
Charles -Wi]son do 1 do Captain Huntington do i Septemher 15, 1776.
Eliezur Lov~land do .

1

do Captain Scott do 1August 27,1776.
'Villiam Tryon.. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .prummer do. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . Captain Sumner. . . ... ... . do. . . .. . . .! September 15, 1776.
George Cotton .,Corporal do do dp 1 do.
John Lucas .. .'Private.. do ... do Killed ! September 23, 1776.
Joel T~y]or. .1

1

do 1 do Captain Wright. Missing.. ..1 August 27, ~776.:Frederlck Buckley. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . do. . . .. . ..1 do do. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . do.. . .. . . .' Septemberla, 1/76.
Samuel Irickey do do Major Holdrige .KiJ1ed.. August 3,1776.
Abner Rider do do do Missing.. .. August 27,1776.
Sherman Shadduck.. .. .. .. do ... do do do do.
Elijah Smith... do do do do do.
Joseph Watrous do do do do do.
Da'1Ie] Moss do do do do " September 15,1776.
John Allen Clay do do do do 1 do.
Elias Stillwell, Jun do do do 1 do 1 do.
LottJoy. do r do do do ! September 23,1776.
Joseph Bymgton do... do do do 1 do.
Robert Lusk.. do 1 do Captain Mills do 1August 27,1776.
Jonathan Ingham do .

1

do do do do.
Theodore Stedman... .

1

do do,: do do September 23, 1776.
Abner Clark... do do do do.. do.
Thomas Wright. , 1 do do do do do.
Levi Wells ..:~~:..:_.: ~__:.~,Major....~_.L~'.:.'-'-".'~~--'-'-'--'_:..::~~..:.:.:_:..'..:-::..:.:!'~en..~:..:.:.:,__A.!:1.~ust 27,1776.
I do hereby certify the above and foregoing is a true Return agreeable to the Retums made me by the Colonels of the different Regiments above

mentioned.
PEEKSKILL,Nownber 17, ]776. JEDEDTAH HYDE, It/ajor of Brigade pro tern.

Return of the Officers and Privates killed, missing, and taken, in tlte Pourteenth Regiment, commanded by JONATHAN
GLOVER, Esq.

--~----------- ------ ~-
. --

Companies. Names. Rank. When killed. When take~ When missing.

I

At what place.

Captain GJOVEr.. Wormsted Trefry Private September 16, 1776.. .
j

York Island.
do. . . . . .. . . . .. BenjaminBowden... . do. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .1 do. . . . . .. . . . . . do.

-~-
CAMP, NORTH-CASTLE, November ]9, 1776. JOHN GLOVER, ColQnel Pourteenth Regiment.

" ",.'"

..
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A Return of the killed taken prisoners, and missing, in the Brigade of Foot in the service of the UNITEDSTATESOF,
Am:RIcA, commanded by Brigadier-General NIXON.

====--0.-.=-:.
-- -

Names. Company belonging to. Why absent. Place where. Time when.

Fourth Regiment, commanded by Lieuten-
ant-Colonel NIXON.

Captain Micaijah Gleason Captain Gleason Killed Harlem September 16, 1776.
Sergeant Josiah Waight . .. .... . . .. . do.. .. . .. . . ... . . . .. . do... .. . . .. .. .. .. .. . do... .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . do.
Corporal John Manny do do do .. do.
James Townshend, Private Captain Barnes do do do.
Thomas Ryne .do do.:... Take_nprisoner ~o do.
James Thompson... ..do Captam Thompson.. .. MIssIng.: Mtle Square October 24,1776.
Peter Piller .do Captain vVheeler Take:! prIsoner Harlem September 15,1776.
Daniel Shirley ..do... do ... r

.

MiSSing .

I

Mile Square October 25, 1776.

Ninth Regiment, commanded by Colonel
VARNUM.

Lieutenant Noell Allen.. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. . Captain Flagg.. .. . . Killed.. . . .. . . .. .. .. .. . Harlem... . . ... . . .. September 16, 1776.
DennisLines,Private . ... . .. .. . ... .CaptainLane.... .. . . .. do... .. .. .. .. .. . . ...1 do do.
John McCoy... .do Captain Cole do do do.
Samuel Britton. .do. . .. . . . .

"
. . .. . . . . . Captain Gooch. . . . . . . . do.. . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . do. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . do.

Twelfth Regiment, commanded by Colonel
LITTLE.

Sergeant John McLarty. CaptainLunt. . . ... . . .. Taken prisoner. . . .. . . . Harlem... . . . . .. . . . September 16, 1776.
Corporal Ezekiel Woodward.. . . .. . . .. . Captain W amer . . . do. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . Mile Square.. . . . .. October 25, 1776.
JohnMcDarmitt,Private.. .. . .. .. . do... . . .. . . .. .. .. .. . do. . . .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . do. . . .. . . .. .. .. .. . .. do.
James Phipps .do Captain Parker ?o Long Island August 30,1776.
Peter Barthnck . . . .do.. .. .. .. .. . . ... . . do... . . .. . ... .. .. .. . KIlled... . .. . . .. .. .. ... do.. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. August27, 1776.
Archelaus Pulejfer..do Captain Wade Taken prisoner do do.
Fr~ncis Cogswell. ..do do.: ~o: Mile Square October 25,1776.
Elijah LewIs. . . . . ..do.. . . .. . . .. ., .. . . . Captam Dodge. . . . . . . . Mlssmg . . . . .. . . . . .Long Island... . . .. . . ... August 27, 17/6.

Eleventh Regiment, commanded by Colonel
HITCHCOCK.

SerO'eant John Porter Captain J. Olney ... Killed ... Harlem................
Ja~es White, Private do do do..................
Joseph West.. ..do. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . do. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . do.. . .. .. .. .. . ... . .. do. .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . ..
Jona. Barritt. ...do do Taken prisoner Mile Square............
Thomas Tellum.do do .

1
do do..................

Lieutenant Blunt. .,' .. .. . Captain Few... ! do Long Island .. .
Thomas Jones, Private , do .,KIlJed , Harlem ....
John Cain ..do : do ..IMissing 'I do..................
John Chadwick. .do do Taken prisoner .,Mile Square............
Thomas Willey. .do do do...,. do , ....
SamuelLeeman..do do do... do ..............
James Blanchard.do.. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . Captain KimbalJ.. . .. ... Killed.. . . .. . . .. . . .. . .. .. . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .
DavidWilson.. ..do do do Harlem ,..
Richard WalJen. .do , do Missing Long Island............
John Elliott. .. . ..do.. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. Captain Symond ... Killed.. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . do. . . .. . ... .. .. .. .. .
Nath. Ramson.. .do do Taken prisoner do..................
John Patten. .. ...do do Missing do................
Ensign Thomas..do Captain Talbot ..

I

Lost in afire-ship ......................
Philip Hogan, Private do Missing Harlem................
JosephLewis... .do.. .. do... ... Takenprisoner... .. ... MileSquare............
Benjamin Bird. ...do do , do , do..................
John Willis ..do , do .1

1

do do..................
Cal~b ~erenden ..do.. . . .. . . . ... . .

'"
.. Captain C. Olney.. . ... . Missing., . . . ... Long Island... . . ..., . . .

BenJamm Foster..do do do do ,...........
Daniel Williams ..do.. . ... .. . . .. .. .. .. . do.. . .. . .. . .. .. .. .. . do. .. .. . . .. . . .. . . . .. do. . . .. . . .. .. .. . . .. .
London Citizen, a negro do do do..................
William Deputrin oo Captain Bowen... .[Taken prisoner ... do..................

Total: Killed, 16; taken pnsoners, 19; mlssmg, 11-46.

September 16, 1776.
do.
do.

October 26, 1776.
do.

August 27, 1776.
September 16, 1776.

do.
October 26, 1776.

do.
do.

September I, 1776.
September 16, 1776.
August 27,1776.

do.
do.
do.

September 15,1776.
October 26, 1776.

do.
do.

August 27,1776.
do.
do.
do.

'do.

JNO. NIXON, Brigadier-General.

CAMP PHILLIPS'S MANOR, November 18th, 1776.

Return of both Officers and Privates killed, taken, and missing, of General GEORGE CLINTON'S Brigade, dated PEEKS-
KILL, 17th November, 1776.

~
~--------

----------..-

Names. Of what Regiment. Company. Time when.

Captain Van Wyck, kil1~d Colonel Swartswout ,.: .' 31st October, 1776.
Thomas McKu:cheon, killed , do , ;.. Cap tam Sehenck...: 27th October, 1776.
Robert KIlJpatnck, taken , Colonel Graham Captain Barlow ,. 22d Oetober 1776
He.n~richus O?ster~oudt, killed Colonel Pawling .,Captain Hardenbugh 23d September, 1'176.
Wdham P!lem!', killed. .. do , .ICaptain Canlmes' 1st November, 1776.

~redJ<;~wIn, ktlled b}' accl~n.!:~ ~~__~~._:_~._~~.~~.. Captain Conklin~-.:::.:..:..:.~. 5th November, 1776.
I do hereby certify the above is a true Return agreeable to the Returns made me by the Colonels of the different Regiments.

ALBERT PAWLING, JJ1ajor of Brigade.

Return of the killed, wounded, prisoners, and missing, in tlte Brigade commanded by GURDONSALTONSTALL Esquire
Brigadier-General. '

,
~ ~--_._--------_._----

~~------------------

Men's names. Regiments. Companies. Killed.
I'v ounded.1 Prisoners. Missing. Time.

Jacob Meech Lieut. Col. Ely's Captain Coit ........
Elisha Burrows. . . . . .. . . . do.. .. . . . . .. . . do.. . . . . ... ...
Amos Thompson ColonelBaldwin Captain House......
James Dickey, Sergeant.. do Captain McConneL...
AndrewBurlmg... . . . ... . do.. oo. . ... . . . do. . . .. . . .. . . .
Abijah Sterns do Captain Houghton....

1
1
1

28th October, 1776,
30th October, 1776.
30th October, 1776.
30th October, 1776.
29th October, 1776.
28th October, 1776-

----
TotaL oo , 1 1 2

N. B. .I.lndrew Burling killed by our own sentries at White-Plains.

2

NORTH-CASTLE, November 19th, 1776.
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Regiments. Company. Men's names. Rank. When kilIed. When taken When missing. At what place.

Sergeant's... .,Pope's........ Hooper. . . . . ,. . . ... . . .. . .. . . Sergeant. . . . . . .............. .............. October27th.. .
Farrington's.. . Thelancey . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . Private.. . . . .. . .............. September 14.. .............. Long-Island.

Patch.................. ..... do......... . .............. September 14.. .............. do.
Burton..................... . do....... .. . .............. September 14.. .............. no.
Herbert. . . .. . . . . ... . . .. . . . . . do......... . .............. September 16. . .............. York-Island.
O'Brian. . . ... . . . . .. .. .. .. . .. do........ .. .............. September 16.. .............. do.
AJe;;;:ander................. .. do-........ . .............. September 16. . .............. do.

IAndrews.. . . . . ... . . .. . . .. . . . do......... . .............. November5... .............. White-Plains.
Wyl1y's...... Barnes...................... do... ....... .......\...... August 30..... .............. Long-Island.

C. Barnes.. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . do......... . .............. September 15.. .............. do.
Brown. . . . . ... . . . . .. . . . .. . . . do........ .. .............. ... .do........ ............... do.

Keith's....... . Fowles. . . . . ... ., . . .. . . ... . . . do ......... September 13.. .............. .............. Horn's Hook.
Hackett. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . do......... .September 16.. .............. .............. York-Island.

Pery's....... . Hathway................... . Corporal.. . . . . September 16.. .............. .............. Horn's Hook.
Kimbal..................... Private.. . . ... . September16.. .............. .............. do.

Chester's.. .. . .............. Maygot. . . .. . . ... . .. . .. . . . . . do..........

1

Cheney... . . .. . . . . ... .. .. . . . do......... .
Marret..................... . do......... .
U~ham..................... . do......... .
F ing . . . . . .. . . . . ... . . . . .. . . . do......... .
Aldernan.. . .. .... .. .. .. . .. . . do......... . August27th... . Long-Island.Humphry. . . .. . . ... . . .. . . . . . do....... ... ............ ..............
Gillet. . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . do........ ..
Martin. . . ... . . .. ... . . . . .. . . . do......... .
Shawn. . . . . .... . . . . .. . . .. . . . do......... .
Sasanan . . . . . .. . . . , .. . . .. . . . do......... .
Tassett. . . . . .... . . . .. , . ... . . . do......... .
Sanger............... .. ..... Corporal..... .
Tucker.. . . . . .. . . . . ... . . .. . . . Private... . . . . . October28.. White-Plains.jBeckwith................... . do......... . .. . .. . . ., . . .. . ..............

I

Hernnan.................... do... .......
Stone's.. . . . . . . .. .. .. .. .. .. . How... .. . .. . . .. ... . . .. . .. .. Adjutant..... . ctober 19... . .............. . . . .. .. . . '. . . . Frog's Point.
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A Catalogue of prisoners and persons killed and missing belonging to General SCOTT'SBrigade, November 17th, 1776.

Persons' names. Rank.
Company to which be- Regiment to which be-

longing. longing. Casualties. Time when happened.

Moses Hatfield. .. . . ... . . . . . Major. . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . Colonel Drake. . .. . . . . . Prisoner. . . . In attack upon M. Island.
Abraham Van Dyck Captain r Colonel

Lasher do In retreat from New-York.
Robert Troup.. .. . . .. . . .. . . "Lieutenant. . Captain Dickson.. . . . . . do... . . . . .. . . . .

'"
. . . do. . . .. . . . On Long-Ishwd.

Edward Dunscomb do Captain WilIcox do do do.
Jers. Hoogland do & Adjt. : do do do.

Brevoort.. . . . . ... . . .. do.., .. . . . Captam Van Dyck.. . .. do... . . . . .. . . . . . . do. . . .. . . . In retreat from New-York.
William Neaven ; Ensign Captain Stewart Colonel Malcom do do.
Abraham Wandall .iSergeant do do do.
Nich's Pitt Drummer... do do do.
William Deguee Drum-Major. do do do.
Peter Ackerman Fifer ,.. ... do , do do.
Ephraim Soppir Corporal Colonel Drake do September 15th.
John Patchen... . .. . . . . .. . . .Private. . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . Colonel Malcom.. . . . . . do.. . .. . . . Retreat from N ew-York.
James McEndor do do do do.
Hays Reynolds do do do do.
Henry WesseIls do do do do.
Jacob Haywin do do do... do.
Jacob Shupe do do do do.
Frederick Regan do do do do.
John Ricketts... . . .. .. .. .. . dQ..... . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . do. .. ... . .. .. .. . . .. . do.. . .. .. . do.
William Montgomery do do do do.
Thomas Sullivan... . . . . .. . . . do... . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . do. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . do. . . .. . . . do.
BenjaminBulson do do do On Long-Island.
John Langdon .

1

do do do do.
Isaac DO

,

ty. . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . Fifer... . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . do.
,

. . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . do. . . .. . . . Retreat from N ew-Y ork.
Abraham Blank do. do do do.
George Knox. .. ... . . .. .. . . . Adjutant. . . . . .. .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .. . . 'ICoJonel Harden... .. . . . do.. . .. . . . do.
Joseph Hocks Private Colonel Drake Missing 15th September.
Stephen Jessup do do do do.
George Glading.. do do do do.
Nathaniel Lobdell.. . . .. . . . .. do... .. . . . Captain SIassan... . . . . . do. . . .. . . . . .. .. . . .. . do. . . .. . . . do.
PeterOrsmon do do do do.
IsaacConcklin... ... .. .. do..... .. .. .. . .. do..... .. .. ... .. do... .. .. . do.
Jarvis Tucker do. do do do.
James Rosel1 do do do do.
Robert Lon~ do do do do.
Stephen HaIght.. . . .. . . .. . .

' I

do .. " .. .. .. .. .. ... .. do.. . .. ... .. do... ... .. do.
Thaddeus Weed do do do do.
Richard Whig-ht do do do do.
Thomas Williams.. . . . .. . .. do... . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . do.. . .. .. . . .. . . . . .. . do. . . ... . . do.
CornelinsMahJ.ne.... ... .. .. do. ... . ... .. .. . .. do.. . .. .... .. .. . do.. .. do.
WiIliamDavis do do do do.

Colonel La$her having made no Return, there are no privates belonging to his Regiment mentioned in the aforegoing catalogue.

NICHOLAS FISH, Brigade-Major.

Return of the Officers and Private men killed, taken, and missing, in the Brigade commanded by Colonel SARGENT,since
January 1, 1776.

A Return olthe late Colonel SELDEN'S Regiment, now commanded by Colonel LATTIMORE, No~'ember] 7, Ji76.

1 chief Colonel, 2 First Lieutenants, 2 Second Lieutenants, 5 Sergeants, Second Lieutenants, Charles Williams, John Wheately.
3 Corporals, 19 Rank and File. Sergeants killed or taken on that day: John Steadman, Edwa,.d Pa,.ker,

September 15th, A. D. 1776.-Dead and missing on that day: Timothy TeJ!eny. One Sergeant wounded on the guard at Tuckho hill
Samuel Selden, Colonel. in their retreat-Sergeant Stephen Gates.
First Lieutenants: Benjamin Brewslon, John Comstock. Corporals missing on that day: Luther Geer, James Stai1',Z"bish TVinship.

p,.ivates killed or taken on that day:
Edward Church, dead, Peter Duke, killed or taken,
Thoma~ Copot', prisoner, Ebenezer Packet, do.
John Nonsuch, do. Fortain Q.uamono, dead, 16 Sept.
Byal Lord, kiIled or taken, Jacob Tuomiwos, killed or taken,
Llger Lord, do. Jediah Richards, do.

RANSFORDROSE, Ad. G'l, in behalf of Lieutenant-Colonel LATTmoRE.

Jonathan 'Vood, J,ilIed or taken,
Caleb Chestor, do.
Nathan Beeby, do.
Daniel Oso-ood, do.
Reuben Chapman, do.

Able Moses, killed or taken,
Asher Raide, do.
Zeblun Benneat, do.
John Foog, do.



----
. ...

Companies.

I

Men's names.
I

Rank. Killed. Taken prisoners. Missing. When ki~le~, taken,
or m}ssmg.

Captain Wadsworth...... .IJob Church ell. ................... Private.. . . 1 ................ .......... September 16th.
DavidHoskins. . . ... . . . . .. . . .. . . . do...... 1 ................ .......... do.Captain Bridgham......... ZebedialSampson..... ........ ... do..... . 1 ................ .......... do.Able Tharasher. .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . do..... . 1

~~;,:.~i~i:~;t~~~;ri~,: i~i~.:
:

do.Captain Bradford.. . . . . .. . . . Asa Hunt....................... do..... . 1 do.Elisha Samson................... wounded 16th Septem
CaptainHamlin's.......... William Weathers... . . .. . . .. . . . . . wounded 16th Septembel', died Septemb er 24th, 17 76.
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A Return of the killed, taken, and missing, of General FELLOWS'S Brigade, from the time of their entering service to the
23d of November, A. D. 1776.

Killed. Taken. Missing.

In Colonel HOLMAN'S Regiment.
Samuel Palmer September 15th .....................
WilJiam Hayward .. October 28th ...................
ElijahGrigory... . .. . . .... .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . .. ... .. . ... .. .. ,. .. .. ... .. September15th... . . .. .. .. .. . ..
George Dunn. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . .

"
.. .. . . . . . October 28th.. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .

"
. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . .. . .

Zebeus Washburn. . . .. . .. . .. . . . . ... . . . . .. . .. . . do. . . .. .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . ... . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .
Joseph Chamberlain... . . .. . . .. .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . September 15th. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . ,. . . .
John Wheton do ...........
Daniel Gilbert. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . ... .. .. . . . October 2-8th.. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . .. .: . . . . .. . . .. .. .. . . .. . .'. . .
PerleyBrown.... .. .. .. . . .. .. ... .. .. .. .. . .. do... . .. . .. . .. . .. ... ... . . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . ..
ReQben Morey .. .. ...........
Eleazer Wheelock.. . . ... . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .
Thomas Rawson.. . . .. . . . ... . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. .. .. . . ... . .. .. . . . . . . . . .. .. .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . ... . . .
Ster.hen Jones.. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. , . .
AblJah MetaJph October 28th ,..
James Crista. . . .. .. .. . . . ... . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . September 16th. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . ... ... . . .. . . .
Sergeant Benjaman Warl'en.. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . October28th.. . . .. .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. .. . . .. . . ... . .. . . .. . . .. . . .
Daniel Hobart. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. .. ... . . .. . . . . . do. . . . . .. . . . . ... . . . .. . . . . . . .. .. .. .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .
SamQel Wiilington. .. .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . ... . . .. .. . do. . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . n . . H . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .

In Colonel CARY'SRegiment.
)J edediah Dean, Fifer. . . .. . . .. . . .. .. ... . . .. . . . . . September 15th. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .

ElijahWilber.... .. ... . .. . .. .. .. .. ... .. ... .. ... -I-. . . . .... . ... .. . . ... . . . .... .. .
~~h~J~~e:k'e:::::::::::::::::::::::::: : ::::::::: :'. :: : ::::::::::::::: :1::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::
Benjami~ Seekins. . . .. . . . ... .. .. .. .. . . .. . ... . . . September 13th. . . .. . . .. . . .. . .

-I-. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .
Ezra SmIth.. .. .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . ... . . .. . . .. . . , . . do. . ... . . .. . . .. . . ... . ..

'.' . . . . .. . .. . .. . . . . .. .. . . .. . . . . .

Jacob Pipe:~. ~~~~'~e~.~~~~~:~ .~:~:~:~t: .. . . ... ... . . ... . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .I. .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . .. . . . .. September 15th.

David HOQghton.. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . .
"

. . . . . . .. . ... . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .
1

. . . . . .;., . . ,. . . , . .. . . . .
'"

... . do.
Stanton Brown.. . . .. .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . .. .. .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . do.
Ephraim Rugg.. . . . . .. . . .. .. .

'"
. .. .

'"
. . . .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .1.. . . . .. . . . . ,. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . do.

Jonathan Stone .lSeptember15tll................
David Cutting. .. .. .. .. . . .. . .. . .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. ... ..I do. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .
Francis Manwell.. .'October8th ...
Joseph Church. . . . .

"
. . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . October28th. . . . ., . . .. . . .. . . . . .1.. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .

Total,34. JOHN FELLOWS, Brigadier-General.

September 15th.
dC1.
do.
do.

September 15th.
do.
do.

A Return of the killed and wounded in General WADSWORTH'SBrigade in the skirmish on the 28th of October last.

Killed. Wounded.

.;
'"0;

.~...
P-t

4
---- ---------

Colonel Silliman. . ... . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .
ColonelSage.......................................
ColoneJ Selden... . . .. . . .. . . .. .. .. .. . . .. . .. . .. . . .. . . .
Colonel DOQglass 3

Total ~1-7-1~I-l~-2 1 16

Test: BENJAIIIINT ALLMADGE, Brigade-Major.

1 1 1 1 1

1

1 6
1

9

1

A Return of the killed and missing of the Nineteenth Regiment. Camp at PHILLIPS'S MANOR,November 23d, 1776.

Names. Ra.nk. When kiJIed. When missing.

---
Nathan Hale... . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . .. . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . Captain.. .. .. .. . . . 22d September.
Amasa Garrett Sergeant. .'28th October.
Seth.Sturdiv.a~t Private -1 15th September.
DavIson 'VIlhmas.. .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .. .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . do.. . . . .. . . ... . . 16th September. . ... .
David McFa]] do 15th September.
John Barsh.. . . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . do.. . . . .. . . .. . .. .

"
. . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . 15th September.

'Villiam Jones do 15th September.
James Hay do ]5th September.
Ai Tmner do 15th September.
Stephen Upson do ]6th September.
Nathaniel Smith.. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .~. . .. . . . . . do.. . . .. . . .. . . . 28th October.
Daniel Downs.. . . . . .. . ... . . . . .. . ... . . .. . . . . .. . . .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . . .. . . . do... . . .. . . .. . . . .28th October.
Elisha Nichols do ,

/

28th October.
Joel Taylor ::~~ ~::.:.:.:.:.:: :.: ~ I do :...28th October.

CHARLES WEBB, Colonel.

Return nf Officers and Snldiers killed, taken prisoners, and missing, in the Twenty- Third Regiment, November 18th, 1776.

«:
JOHN JACOBS, Lieutenant-Colonel.



=
Companies. Men's names.

I

Killed, taken, or missing. Time when. Extraordinaries.

Captain Johnson........... Gideon Tomlinson. . . . . .. . . . Missing. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . September 15th.
Elias Perkins. . . . . .. . . . .

"
. . do. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. ... . September 15th.

Elnathan Norton............ do. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . September 15th.
Captain Russell. . . . . .. . . . . . Thomas Gould ............. Wounded. . . .. . . .. .. .. . September 16th... . . . . Since dead of his wounds.

Stephen Johnson............ Killed. . .. . ... .. . .. . . .. . OctQber 28th.
Captain Peck. . . . . .. . . .. . . . Benjamin Paine. . . . . ... . .. . . Missing. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . September 15th.

Jonathan Atwater........... Killed................. . October 28th.
Thomas Turner ............ do.. . . . ... . , .. .. .... .. October 28th.
Peter Gabrielle. . . . . .. . . . .

"
. Taken.......,......... Septetnber 15th....... Since made his escape.CaptainLewis.. . . . ,.. . . . .. TitusMi)(.. . .. . . .. . . .. . . . .. Killed.................. September16th.

Captainprentice...........1 Nathanielyale.............. Taken...... .......... August29th.
CaptainBrocket... .. . ... ... None..........".......... . . ... . . .. .. .. . . ..

"
..

"T'
. ..

"
. .. . .. . . .. .. .. .CaptainBunnell,........... WilliamMeriams.....,..... KilJed.......... ........ September16th.

CaptainHiggins. .. .. . ..... None..................................."...................."...,.....
,-- -,.--.--- _.~-- --------.-- -

Killed.

.;... .;.; s:::
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A Return oj the killed, taken prisoners, or missing, in the Regiment of Foot commanded by W M. DOUGLAS,Esq., Colonel.
Commissioned officers: Phineas Po,'ler, Major, taken prisoner, September 15th, 1776.
Non-commissioned: John Beach, Sergeant in Captain Lewis's Company, missing, September 16th, 1776.

WM. DOUGLAS, Colonel.

A Return of the killed, taken, and missing, of the Third Regiment, commanded by Colonel SHEPARD,their names, com-
panies, dates, and casualties.

~

---~ ~--- ---.----~-, ~.

Rank. NameB. Companies. DateB. Casualties.

Private.. . , . .. . . . James Cannon. . . . . .. .. . . . Captain Curtiss. . . .. . September 14th. . . . . . Missing in the retreat from N ew-Y ork.
Do... . . . . HenryFisher... .. .. . .. .. . do.. . .. .. .. ... . .. . do... . .. .... .. . do.

Sergeant.. . . .. . . . James Scott. . . . .
'"

. . . ... . . . . . Bolster... . . .. . . .. . , . October 18th.. . . . . .. . Killed at East Chester.
Do Charles Adams do do do.

Private... . . .. . . . Thadills Kemp. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . do. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . , do.. .. . . .. . . . . . do.
Do .. .. .. . . .. . John Hig([en~.. . . . . ... . . . . Balls.. . . . .. .. .. . October16 . ... .. . Missing.
Do ... . .. . .. . . Amasa Tllleson.. . . .. . . ... . . . . . do, . . . . .. . . . . .. . .

./November 5.. . . .. . . . do.
_.~--=..:~:.'._~ ~'-l!e~D': Chace.. ~":_"" Harwood ... Novemb~:.i'.:.: :...:~.!\:il~~.i~the whale-boat.

Killed 4, missing 4-totaI8. N. B. No Field-Officersin Camp.
N ORTI/-CASTLE, November 19th, 1776. SETH BANISTER, AdJutant.

A Return of the killed, missing, and taken prisoners, of General McDoUGALL'SBrigade on the 28th.

Late McDougall's..
Colonel Ritzema...
Colonel Reid's.....

- ---------- -~~---
Missing. Taken Prisoners.

-~- -"-.-- -~~-~-- ,,-

Totals.. ....
--~.._.

Return of the killed, taken prisoners, and missing, in the Twenty-Sixth Regiment.

Companies. Men's names being privates. Time when missing. The place where.

Captain R. Dodge.. ..
"

. .. .. ..
"

.. . . . John Shepard.. .. . . ... . .. . ... . .. .. .. .. . . . September 15th, 1776 .. .. .. . N ew-Y ork.
Captain Petteng-tll... . ... . . .. . . . . .. . . . John Merry. . . .. . . .. , . .. .. .:~.'...'..'...' do.. . . .. . . .. . .. . . .. . . . do.

JAMES WESSAN, Lieut. Colone! Twenty-Sixth Regiment.
NORTI/-CASTLE, November 20th, 1776.

A Return of those killed, missing, or taleen, in the late Colonel GAY'S Regiment, since tlICYjoined the Continental
Army at NEW-YORKon the 7th of July last, specifying their names and the office they sustained.

Lieutenant-Colonel Selah Hem.t, taken the 15th September; Captain
Samuel Weels, taken 15th do.; Lieutenant Timothy Galord, killed or
taken 15th do.; Lieutenant Thomas Cutting, taken 15th do.

Captain Jonah Gillett's Company: Israel Wamer, 30th of August; Lulher
Center, 15th of September; Reuben King, 15th do.

Captain Rogers's Company: David Douglas, 15th September; James Daley,
17th September.

Captain Goodwin's Company: Sergeant Robert Roacl, 15th September;
Corporal Jacob Doud, 15th do.; .Mm.tin Beach, 15th do.; Jibraham Bea<;h,
15th do.; John Carr, 15th do.; Clemenl.tIaxfield, 27th August; Nartin
Nash, 27th do.

Captain Bradley's Company: Daniel B,'ewster Curtiss, 15th September;
Eli Taylor, 15th do.

Captain Wolcott's company: Hakaliah Foster, 15th September.
Captain Wells's Company: Joseph Bidwell, 27th August; Simeon Owan,

.15th September.
Captain Wils!,n's company: Corp.oral Ha~kaliah P,'eston, 15th Septem-

ber; Hezeklah Lee, 15th do.; Ehsha Lontts, 15th do.; James T,'lle,', 15th
do.; Prospe,' Johnson, 15th do.; Slephen Russell, 15th do.; Danicl Bacon
15th do.; Ben,jamil~ Frisby, 27th August.

'

The within-named persons are all taken or killed iR said Regiment.

PIIILLIPSnOROUGH, November 17th, 1776. Certified per me: JOHN ALLYN, Adjutant.

A Return' 0.(' the names of Officers and Soldiers who have been killed, taken P risoners, 01' are missino- belonerino- to'J
l

. 0' b bCo onel SAGE'S Regunent.

In Capta!n P~rso,:s's Company: John Berrey, taken 15th r.September. September; Lieut~na.nt Jonathan Buck, missing, 15th September;
In Captam D~xon, s Company: John F~enr1JGreen, tal~en l;)th September. Ebenezer Brooks, mIssIng, 15th Sep~en:ber; Simeon Stephens, m'issing,
In CaptaIn B,rge s ,Company: CaptaIn !onathan B,rge, wounded 28th 15th Septemb<;r; Jimasa Grover, mlssm~, 15~h September.

October, and SInce dead; Jibel Horbns~ w.ounded 30th August, and In Capta!n Parker s ?ompany: George Wlnte, mISSIng, 15th September.
SInce dead; Sergeant Heyman Baker! mIssmg 15th September. In Captam Churchell s Company: .~loses Pelton, klI1ed, 15th September;

In Captain Crosby's Company: Captam Stephen Crosby, dead, 15th George Dean, taken, 15th September.

COMFORT SAGE, Colonel.
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A Return of men killed, missing, and taken, in Colonel TYLER'SRegiment.
-.

-

Men's names. ""C
'"~

bD
c
OJ
OJ

~
Corporal John Smith. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . ... . . . . .. . . . . .

1

1 - -
Jonathan Huntley 1 - -
Solomon Avery .

1

1 - -
Antony Wo]f. 0... ..0...0...0...0 '0..00.. 00 0 0 .0 0 00 1 - -
Guy McIntosh ... 1 - -
Charles Charles - 1 -
John Fanoy - 1 -
Thomas .Lawrance.. . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . - 1 -
Daniel Cole - 1 -
SamuelEverett.. . .. . . .. .. .. .. . . .. . .. . ... .. . .. .. .. . ... .. .. .. . . .. .. ... ... . ... .. . . ... .. . . - 1 -
StephenJones... . ... . .. . ... .. ... . . .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . ... .. .. .. .. . . ... .. .. . ... .. . - 1 -
Robert Ashbo 1 - -
Amasa Pebody - 1 -

Total. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. .~:J 6
_--;:; :--

N. B. Major 9hapman kiIled September 15th; Lieutenant Cleveland, taken September 15th.

--
September 22d.
September 29th.
September 17th.
August 27th.
September 24th.
Septem ber 22d.
September 15th.

do.
do.

August 27th.
September 22d.
September 16th.
August 27th.

.-

JOHN TYLER, Colonel.

A Return of the killed, wounded, and missing, of General McDoUGALL'SBrigade, on the 28th October last, at
WHITE-PLAINS, WESTCHESTER County.

Return of killed and missing in General CLINTON'SBrigade.
~-------

Regiments.

~

------

Killed. Taken.

-----------------
Shepard .
Glover. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. . . .
Webb....... . .. . ..... .. . ... ... ... 1 1 6
Bar;1ey 7
Bading ___ -~~~~

I

~~~_~
_u__n.'!'~l<l1..::'--"-:.-.:-''-.-'-:~ II-= =--=- 3 - ]51 -

2 2

CAMP AT NORTH-CUTLE, NOl'ember 23d, 1776. JOHN GLOVER, Commandant.

l\L-\GAW'S BATTALION.

Colonel Robert Magaw. Major Batey. Captains MiHer, Decker,
Vansant, Richardson, Steward, Lieutenants Crawford, Dever, Law-
rence, Young:, Phile, Rudolph, Helm, Jenny, Wilkey, Finley, Morg-an,
Standley. Ensigns Vanhorn, Hovington, Beaty, Gibbins. Doctor
McHenry.
. CADWALAD~R'S BATTALION.

Captains 'Vest, Graydon, Lennox, Biles, Tuder, Edwards. Liel1-
tenants Westcnat, Forrest, Davison, Betting, Tilton, Bicker, Broi'd-
head, Knox, Woodside, DU!;llid, Ensigns Stideford, Old, Mcintire,
Chickley, Weaver. Doctor Hodge. .

ATLEE'S BATTALION.

Captain Dehuff. Lieutenants Caldwe]], Ward, Weidman. Ensign
Whitehead.

The following is a list of the PENNSYLVANIAOJfice1's who were upon YORK-IsLANDwhen the engagement began near
MOUNT \V ASHINGTON..

Swoop's BATTALION.

Colonel Swoop. Captains Smycer, Trett, McDonald, Stake. Lieu-
tenants Shugart, Robeson, Patton, Claytnn, Holsinger, Davis, Welsh.
Ensigns Barnet, Myers, How. Doctor Fu]]erton.

WATTS'S B1I,TTALION.

Major Galbreath. Captains McElhatten, McFarland, Carnb1e, Sni-
der. Lieutenants McClure, Halliday, Blackney, Darlington, Crawford,
Hunter, Recece, McFarland, Johnson. Ensign McElhatten.

MONTGOMERY'S BATTALION.

Lieut~nant-Colonel Thorn,as Bul1. Captains Wa]]ace, McCleur,
Hetherhng, Culbertson. LIeutenants McClellan, Smith Anderson
Thames. Davis, W. \Vynn, T, 'Vynn, Lindsay, Cloud, White. Ad:
jutant'Voodbridge. Ensigns Paul, Vaughan, Hopkins.

List oj the Officers killed and wounded at FORT WASHINGTON.

KILLED. WOUNDED.

Colonel Ba.r;ter,of Buck.. County, Penn!1yl"ania. Colonel Rawlings, slightly in the smaII of the leo-.
Colonel Jrlille,.,of the Fifth Pennsylvania Battalion. :M,ajor Williams, slightly in the upper part of th"'ethigh.

\ Lieutenants Harrison and .iVinTannihill, of Colonel Rawlings's Bat- LIeutenant Hanson, of Colonel Rawlings's battalion in the .shoulder'
talion, .Marylrtnd. the ball cut out and like to do weil. '

,

.Some few other 0!Kcers, whose names could not be recoHected, very
slIghtly wounded.
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JONATHAN TRUMBULL, JUN., TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Albany, 16th November, 1776.

SIR: I am just informed by the Secretary of the "\Var
Office that there is a resolution of Congress directing me
to transmit to them, as soon as possible, an account of all
moneys passed through my hands, &c.

Agreeable to this information I send an abstract of
moneys received and issued by me, so far as I have been
able to complete it. This abstract was preparing for set-
tlement with Commissioners of Accounts. Want. of returns
from Ticonderoga prevent its being complete to tbis day.
I am advised the chest <Itthat post is empty.

Had I been acquainted that it was the expectation of
Congress that returns should be made to them, I should
readily r.omplied before this. My instructions, so far as I
have ever been favoured with any, have only referred me to
Major-General Schuyler. In this line I have hitherto con-
ducted myself.

I fear it will be difficult to make complete returns so often
as weekly, from this department; it being so scattered, and
having no direct mode of conveyance between the posts, we
are obliO'ed to make lIse of such opportunities as present,
and ar: worthy of confidence. This sometimes occasions
considerable intermission. In these circumstances perhaps
Congress may judge it sufficient to have returns as often as
every two or three weeks.

I should be extremely glad to be informed from time to
time of the expectations of Congress respecting my duty,
that I may in all thingsconformto their pleasure.

I am, with much esteem and respect, sir, your most obe-
dient, humble sef\'ant, J ONA.TRUMBUU..

Honourable John Hancock, Esq.

GENERAL MAXWELL TO GENER.\L GATES.

Ticonderoga, 16th November, 1776.

SIR: The promotion I have been honoured with, has at
present abstracted me in some measure from my regiment,
with which I thought to go home.

The situation of my private affairsat home, and my health
beinO'much impaired for some time, would have justified me
aski~O'leave to go down the country some time ago, had not
our e~emy been hovering about us till lately. I had entered
into tradesome better than two years before I engaged in
the present service. I then threw down every thing I was
concerned in, in the most confused manner, and stepp~d to
the relief of my country; I therefore hope the situation of
QUI'affairs here now will enable you to give me leave to go
down the country to settle them, and you will much oblige,
sir, your very humble servant, W 1\'1M. ifAXWELL.

To the Honourable Major-General Gates.

ENGLISH PRISONERS ESCAPED FROM PRISON.

Fifty Dollars Reward.-Whereas Major Christopher
F/'ench, Ensign Joseph Moyland, and John Bickle, belong-
inO'to the British Army, Peter Herron, a Tory,and Cap-
tain Jacob Smith, who was taken lately on Long-Island, in
arms, aU escaped from Jail last night to join the British
Army: (Said Frent;h is little in stature; said Moyland and
Herron are tall and slim; said Bickle is middling sized and
of a ruddy countenance:) All persons, and especially all
officers, civil and military, are requested to assist in pursu-
inO'and taking said prisoners. Whoe\'er shan take up and
refum either of said prisoners to Hartford Jail, shall be
entitled to a premium of ten dollars and necessary charges,
paid by

EZEKIEL W ILLtAMS, Sheri.ff.

Hartford, November 16, 1776,

STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS-BAY.

A Proclamation for a Day of publick Thanksgiving and
Prayer.

As it is the duty of individuals who believe their concerns
to be under the supreme direction of tbe greatest and best
of Beings, to make due acknowledgments thereof unto
Him both by prayer and praise: so it is ,the duty of such
believers, and of Christians more especially, to unite in a

publick and solemn manner both in praying to the same
Sovereign Disposer of all things to save them from evil, and
to bestow on them such things as unerring wisdom sees best
and most conducive to their happiness; and also to offer
their praises and thanksgiving to Him for the salvations and
blessings whereof we are joint partakers:

The paying that acknowledgment to that God whose
kingdom ruleth over all, bath been practised by religious
societies in all ages, and in particular by the people of this
land: In conformity t<;>such lauda!Jle elC<\mples,and from a.
deep and grateful sense of the many favours conferred upon
this deg~nerate people, amidst the judgments of war, which
are sent in the earth, that the inhabitants thereof may learn
righteousness:

We have thought fit, with the advice of the Council, and
at the desire of the House of Representatives, to appoint, and
hereby do appoint Thursday, the twelfth day of December
next, to be kept as a day of pub]ick Thanksgiving and
Prayer throughout this State; calling ministers and people
of every denomination then to COt1\'ene,and with grateful
de.votion to offer solemn praises to the all-gracious Author
of every good, for the various invaluable bene6ts conferred
on, and continued to this State in particular, and to the
United States of America in general; especially, that whilst
British avarice openly claims, and British tyranny vigor-
ously endeavours to wrest from us the free exercise of those
rights which Heaven' alike bestowed upon all mankind,
without which human life is less a favour than the grave,
he has giyen these States a just sense of their worth, and of
the impossibility of resigning those rights to man without the
guilt of rebellion against God; treason to the present, and
treachery to an future generations: That he has united these
States in a resolved vindication of those rights, even to the
last extrernity; has given them a general council of patriots
wise to direct; raised Generals, faithful to execute the meas-
lIres necessary for their defence; and animated so many of
the sons of America to grasp the sword, and with a manly
cheerfulness endure the fatigues of war, in support of that
freedom which is the birthright of all: He led them by the
hand from step to step, until we have seen these States
compelled through oppression to assert their active riO'htto
freedom and independence in an united declaration ~hich
the impartial world must justify: Has preserved the Com-
mander-in-Chief of our forces and so many of our officers
and soldiers amidst so many and such imminent danO'ers-
has mercifully restored health to our camp-has e~abled
our armies to make such a stand as has hitherto baffled the
effort of our inveterate foes, and, as yet, defeated their main
design; hath protected our frontiers from the sword of the
wilderness, and our sea-coasts from the depredations of an
hostile fleet-and even from the sea, where our visible
strength was least, has wafted to our shores most valuable
cal"goesof warlike and other stores, necessary forour defence
and support at the very time when most needed-has
returned adventurers on that element generally enriched and
victorious-and has detected very dangerous conspiracies
when at the crisis of their execution-that he hath com-
pelled tbe enemy, after having been for many months in
possession of our capital, precipitately to evacuate it-that
he hath also freed the capital from the contagious and mortal
distemper with which it hath been visited; and that there
hath been so great a measure of health enjoyed through the
land-that he hath caused the earth to yield its increase so
plentifully, that we are supplied with the necessaries and
comforts of life; and above all, that he hath continued to us
the enjoyments of the Gospel, and the religious liberties and
privileges we are blessed with, notwithstanding our misim-
provement of them. And with these thanksgivingswe exhort
all ranks to mmgle deep humiliation under the calamities we
are yet suffel'ing-and genuine repentance for those sins that
have brought them upon liS. And to add tbeil" fervent
pray~rs for the continuance of t~le mercies we enjoy, and
the gift of those we need; especIally, that all our publick
councils, and the General Congress in particular, may be
inspired with the wisdom, unanimity, and firmness necessary
for their important departments-that the life and health
of our General, his officers and soldiers, may be precious in
God's sight-that our brethren every where may be spirited
to take the field, when called in so great a cause-that all
the movements of our armies may be ordered in Divine
mercy-that they ma)' be victorious in every engagemellt-
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that our foes may be defeated in aJl their hostile designs,
and driven fwm our land; and permitted no more, either by
bribery or corruption, to sap am civil and religious rights, or
by fire and sword to waste and destwy us-that peace may
be restmed on a just and permanent basis, and the rights
and 1iberties of America secured to the latest generations.
That this people may be placed under the wisest and best
form of Government: That the Union of the American
States may be established by a confederation never to be
dissolved-that the spirit of God may be plentifully poured
out, and an universal reformation of heart and life may
speedily ensue-that the Gospel may be propagated through
all na~ions-and America may ever be peculiarly entitled
to the name of Emanuefs Land.

And all servile labour is forbidden on said day.
Given at the Council Chamber in Boston, this sixteenth

day of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand
seven hundred and se\'enty-six.

JAMES BOWDOIN, MosEs GILT.,
JEREMIAH POWELL, WILLIAM PHILLIPS,
ARTEMAS WARD, BENJAMIN AUSTIN,
CALEB CUSHING, HENRY GARDNER,
JOHN WINTHROP, DANIEL DAVIS,
THOMAS CUSHING, DANIEL SEWELL,
ELDAD TAYLOR, DANIEL HOPKINS,
SAMUEL HOLTEN, FRANCIS DANA.
JABEZ FISHER,

By their Honours' command,
JOHN AVERY, Jun., Deputy Secretary.

God save the United States of America!

CHARLES CUSHING TO SAMUEL FREE~IAN.

Pownalborough, November 16th, 1776.

SIR: I here enc10se you copies of the records of the Com-
mittee of Correspondence, &c., of this town, relating to the
Rev. Jacob Bailey, the Episcopa1 itinerant Missionary here,
who is dec1ared an enemy to the rights of America by said
Committee, in OTder that the General Court may take the
matter into consideration, and take such effectual measures
thereon as the Court in their wisdom shall think proper for
discountenancing such dangerous principles and practices as
he has been adjudged guilty of by said Committee.

The reason he gave why he would not read the Dec1ara-
tion was, because that he had taken the oath of allegiance in
the year 1760 to King George the Second; and he said
that tbe same oath was still binding upon bim to pay the
same allegiance to George the Third; and he further said
that if the King should break his oath, by which he was
bound to govern his subjects agreeable to law, yet his sub-
jects who were under the oath of allegiance were still bound
by the same, to pay him the same allegiance as though the
King had govemed his subjects strictly agreeable to law and
his oath, and nothing could absolve the subject from their
allegiance, let tbe Kin~'s conduct be as bad as possible.

If this doctrine bejust, what becomes of all the old officers
in the United States that ha ve taken the oaths of allegiance?
Have they all incurred the guilt of perjury? If they have, it
would have been better to have wom fetters and chains, and
endured the greatest tyranny that George the Third, his
Ministers, and the devil could impose. But those sentiments
are erroneous and false, and have no foundation in truth and
righteousness. And I dare say that the General Court will
take care that such divinity should not prevail. If they are
connived at, the States sapped in their foundation.

Amongst the enclosed are a copy of his reasons wbich he
signed, for not reading the Declaration. But he was not so
particular as to say that the oath he was under was made to
King George the Second, for which reason I thought propel'
to observe tbe same to you as aforesaid, (the oath of alle-
giance is not to the King and his successor,) together with
wbat he said upon his examination. You will see by the
resolves that be was charged with praying for the King.
The evidence in support of that was his own confession.
Further, he did not duly observe the days of fasting. He
had a proclamation last May, two Sabbatbs before the fast,
but never read it to. bis peop1e. He met \\ith his people
on the day, but what they fasted for, they could not te]],
and he did not inform tl1em; and it is certain he did not
observe the contents of tbe proc1amation. He never prayed
for the success of our arms as therein directed. It was on

account of those clauses in the proc1amation in filvOur of our
1and, that he did not read it, I conclude. He never failed
of reading proclamations from the Go\.ernour, when they
came in season, and proc1amations before that from the Con-
gress be treated with contempt. He would not even observe
the day. He gave bond agreeab1e to the third resolve,
which bond I here enclose you. Should be g1ad you would
deliver it to the Treasurer, and in case he shou1d not appeal'
agreeable to the last resolve, that then he may be cited to
appear agreeable to the conditions of the bond, if the
Court should think proper to send for bim. Also you bave
enclosed an account of the Committee leasing Ollt an estate.

The part that Colonel Lithgow and you and I were
to take care of, some of them want to be piled up anew.
Should be g1ad you would eonsult C010nel Lithgow, and
write down orders to Luke Lombard, who lives near to them,
to do it.

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
CHARLES CUSHING.

To Samuel Freeman, Esq.

At a meeting of the Committee of Correspondence, In-
spection, and Safety, of the Town of Pownalborough, j)Jlay
24th, 1776:

.

Upon the complaint against the Rev. Jacob Bailey, for
being unfriendly to the cause of liberty:

Resolved, 1. That the said Jacob Bailey has in divers
instances since the year 1774, discovered an undue attach-
ment to the authority claimed by Great Britain over tbe
United Colonies, and thereby has given great reason to
believe that he does not wish success to oUt"struggles for
freedom.

2. That he has been guilty of a criminal neglect in not
reading Proclamations issued by the Continental and Pro-
vincial Congresst>s, for days of publick fasting and prayer,
and thereby throwing contempt upon said Congresses, and
virtually denying their authority.

3. Therefore, Resolved, Tllat the said Jacob Bailey give
bond to the Treasurer of the Colony, in the penal sum of
forty pounds, with one 01' more sureties, conditioned that the
said Mr. Bailey appear bef(Jre the General Court of this
Colony, when called thereto by said Court, to answe.. for
said conduct, and in the mean time that he should not aid
the despotick measUt"es of our unnatural enemies, or by any
ways or means directly or indirectly assist them in their
designs of enslaving the said Colonies, m in any measure
whatever counteract the good designs of the said Colonies
in obtaining their liberty aud freedom from the tyrannick
measures of Great Britain; and that the said .Mr. Bailey
shall observe and obey all the orders, resolves, and laws of
the said Court, and of the Continental Congress, and in all
things behav-e himself peaceab1y towards the people and
government of this Colony.

A. true copy. Attest:
CHARLES CUSHING, Chairman.

At a meeting of the Committee of Correspondence, &c.
for the Town of PownalborougA, October 28th, 1776: .'

Th~ComflJittee baving received information that the Rev.
JacoQ~.~ailey bad refused to read the Declaration of the
right honourable the Continental Congress for independency,
and also tbat the said Jacob still continues upon every
Lord's day to pray in publick for George the Third, KinO'
of Great Britain, as our King and Governour, accordino- t~
the Liturgy of the Church of England, theyaccordi;,,]y
summoned the said Mr. Bailey to appear befiJre them, ;'nd
after a full hearing and consideration of the evidence, a.s a]so
of the defence of tbe said Bailey, they

Resolved, 1. Tbat the said Jacob Bailey did refuse to
read the said Declaration, in contempt of an order of Coun-
cil for this State requiring him to read the same.

2. Resolved, That the reasons assignt>d by the said Jacob
Bailey for not reading the said Declaration, and which he
has filed with the Committee, have a direct tendency to
undermine the foundation of the United States of America.

3. Resolved, That it appears to this Committee that the
said Jacob Bailey still persists in praying for the Kin" of
Great Britain, on every Lord's day, in publick, as the Kincr
and Governour of these United States; thereby approving
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of his tyrannical measures against these States and the
bloodshed in which they are invol ved.

4. Resolved, That the said Jacob Bailey is, in principle
and practice, a most inveterate and dangerous enemy to the
rirthts and liberties of these United States.

05. Resolved, That the said Jacob Bailey appear before

the General Court of this State, on or before the second
Tuesday of the next session of the said Court, to answer for
this conduct relatin[J" to the crimes afore-mentioned, and too .
any other matters that may then and there appear agamst
him.

CHARLES CUSHING, Chairman.

A true copy. Attest: CHARLES CUSHING, Chairman.

Knowa11 men by these presents, That we, Jacob Bailey,
of Pownalborough, in the County of Lincoln, clerk, and
David Bailey, of Pownalborough, aforesaid, yeoman, are
holden and stand firmly bound and obliged unto the Hon-
ourable Hellry Gardner, of Stow, in the County of Middle-
sex, Esq., Treasurer of the Colony of the 1J;lassachusetts-
Bay, in the sum of forty pounds, to be paid unto the said
Henry, Treasurer as aforesaid, or his successors in said
office; to the true payment whereof, we bind ourselves, our
heir;;, executors and administrators, jointly and severally,
firmly by these presents. Sealed with our seals, dated the
twenty-eighth day of May, A. D. 1116.

The condition of this present obligation is such, that
whereas, on the 24th day of ilfay, A. D. 1176, the Com-
mittee of Correspondence, Safety and Inspection, of the
town of P ownalborough, aforesaid, did pass three Resol yes
in the words foJ\owing, viz:

"1. That the said Jacob Bailey has, in divers instances
since the year 1174, discovered an undue attachment to
the authority claimed by Great Britain over the United
Colonies, and thereby has given great reason to believe that
he does not wish success to our struggles for freedom.

"2. That he has been guilty of a criminal neglect in
not reading Proclamations issued by the Continental and
Provincial Congresses for days of publick fasting and
prayer, and thereby throwing contempt upon said Con-
gresses, and virtually denying their authority.

"3. Therefore, Resolved, That the said Mr. Jacob Bailey
give bond to the Treasurer of this Co]ony in the penal sum
of forty pounds, with one or more sureties, conditioned that
the said Mr. Bailey appear before the General Court of
this Colony when called thereto by said Court to answer
for said conduct, and in the mean time that he shall not aid
the despotick measures of our unnatural enemies, or by any
ways or means directly or indirectly assist them in their
designs of enslaving the said Colm,ies, or in any measure
wbatever counteract the good designs of the said Colonies
in obtaining their liberty and freedom from the tyrannick
measures of Great Britain; and that the said MI'. Bailey
shall observe and obey all the orders, resolves and laws of
the said Court and of the Continental Congress, and in all
things behave hiI?self peaceably towards the people and
Government of this Colony."

Now, if the said Jacob Bailey shall appear before the
said General Court of this Colony when called thereto by
said Court to answer for said conduct, and in the mean time
shall not aid the despotick measures of our unnatural ene-
mies, or by any ways or means directly or indirectly assist
them in their designs of enslaving the said Colonies, or in
any measure whatever counteract the good designs of the
said Colonies in obtaining their liberty and freedom from
the tyrannick measures of Great Britain; and further, if he,
said Jacob Bailey, shall observe and obey all the orders,
reso]ves and laws of the said Court and of the Continental
Congress, and in all things behave himself peaceably to-
wards the people and Government of this Colony, then this
ouligation to be void, otherwise to remain in full force and
virtue. JACOB BAILEY,

DAVID BAILEY.

Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of
OBADIAH CALL, Jun.,
CALEB BARKER.

GENTLEMEN: I was very unwiJIing to give any offence
by refusing to read the Declaration for Independency,

neither was I desirous of bringing myself into any further
trouble. But when I came seriously to examine the so]emn
oaths I had taken and the nature of my subscriptions, I
found I could not comply without offering great violence to
my conscience, and incurring, as I apprehend, the guilt
of perjury. I concluded that nothing more. could be
expected in the affair than passive obedience and non-
resistance; and if an active compliance was required, I
must persist in my neglect and patiently submit to the
penalty, resolving, with the Apostle, that it is my duty to
obey God rather than man. I would further observe, that
my conduct has been agreeable to that of my brother cler-
gymen of the Church, who have all (except Mr. Pm'ker)
neglected to read the paper for Independency, and I may
add, if rightly informed, several Congregational Ministers
have done the same, notwithstanding they were under the
like obligations. I have consulted the mOsteminent writers,
and find that both divines and civilians agree with the
Psalmist, that an oath ought to be observed as sacred
(except the matter of it is unlawful) tbough a man swear
to his hurt, and that rather than break it he should abide by
any consequences which may attend his steadfast observance
to it. I had the oaths administered to me in the time of
divine service on a Sunday, at the church at St. James,
in the presence of a muJtitude of spectators, where I was
required to repeat every word, laying my hand at the same
time on the Holy Gospels; after which I signed a declara-
tion to the same purpose ex animo, and then was ordered to
St. Martin's, the King's Parish Church, where I took the
sacrament as a confirmation of my oath.

Gentlemen, a church or place of religious worship oU[J"ht
to be sacred to truth, and no minister ought to publish :ny
thing but what he really believes agreeable to the truth.
And if he declares any thing against the conviction of his
own mind, let who wm be the author or director, he must,
I think, be high]y dishonest, and disregard any dictate of
honour, conscience, and integrity. Now if I firmly believe,
as I have solemnly sworn, that no authority bas power to
absolve me from my oath, and I find the Declaration con-
tains such an absolution, I cannot read it without the
grossest dissimulation. I both act directly against my oath
and deal deceitfully with the present Government. If after
swearing expressly, as I have done, that the Pope, for
instance, has no authority to absolve me from my oaths, I
should in a place of sacred worship, against my belief, in
obedience to any other authority dedare that the Pope has
absolved me from my oath of allegiance,would not every-
body conclude that I bad broken ~y oath? Again: sup-
posing I had taken an oath of fidelity to the Congress and
had solemnly renounced all other power that should attempt
to subvert their authority, and afterwards the Army, for
instance, was to set up in opposition to the Congress and to
proclaim their General King of America, ahd should order
me to publish such a proclamation in a place of publick
worship, could I honestly comply?

Gentlemen, I have lived a considerable time in the world,
and bave passed through a variety of scenes without being
considered heretofore as a seditious, injurious, revengeful,
or malicious person. There are several people in this
neighbourhood and this very town, who knew my life and
conversation when very young, and I presume jf called to
give testimony would declare that my general conduct was
sober, peaceable, and inoffensil'e.

At college I was known to two of the gentlemen present,
and defy them to charge me with any crime, and I appeal
to the college records, from which it will appear I was
never punished during my residence there in tbe space of
fouL'years. I afterwards kept a publick schoo] in several
places, from each of which I carried ample testimonials of
my good behaviour to Engla,nd, when I went there for an
ordination,and besideswas fullyrecommendedby a lar[J"e
number of principal gentlemen and near thirty clergym~n
of different denominations; and since my residence in the
eastern country I think none can justly charge me with
being treacherous, turbulent, designing, or factious. \Vho
have I knowingly defrauded? Have I studied to injure any
one in his lawful business? Have I endeavoured to foment
or encourage pri\'ate quarrels, or officiously intermeddled
with the religious, civil, or domestick relations of my neigh-
bours? Have I laboured to create discord in families, or
contended with anyone in the law, even to recover a just
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debt? Have I taken allY thing from the poor and necessi-
tous, or sought to enrich myself at the expense of others?
I can lay my hand upon my heart and dec]are I never
attempted to render a human being miserable, or took
pleasure in afflicting an unfortunate fellow-creature.

And pray, gentJemen, what have I done t? injure the
Amerioan cause? Have I taken up arms III favour of
Britain 7 Have I gone into any publick meetings to defe~d
or establish the pretensions of either the King or Parlta-
ment? Have I prevented anyone from inlisting i~ the
service? Have I by word or writing conveyed any mtel-
ligence to the enemy? Have I e\'er aUempted to ~scape
out of the country, even when I had an opportul1lty~ or
have I aided, abetted, or assisted the invadp,rsof Amerzca 7
Why, then, am I charged with being an enemy t? my
country? What is my cl'if!le,? Is it those c?nnectIons I
cannot dissolve? I am c1'llmnal only for actmg as every
honest man ought to act in the same circumstances, in rather
choosing to suffer the penalty (if any such is annexed) to
an order of Council, than to feel the eternal reproaches of
a guilty conscience.. I would obsc!ve further, that sup-
posing I was really III my ~ea.rt unfr~endly to the co~n.try,
(which I absolutely deny,) It IS not In my, powe~ to II1Jure
it. Can any person without money, without mfluence,
without authority, without opportunity, in such a remote
corner, do any thing to obstruct the wheels of ~overnment,
or to determine the operations of the war? Is It not there-
fore ungenerous and a little inhuman ,to ~en~er anyone
uneasy, who has neither power nor mclmatlon to hurt
you?

Gentlemen, I sincerely wish to see the prospe~ty of my
country, and am willing to submit to t~e ~uthorJty of the
present Government in all lawful and Illdlfferent matters;
but to declare myself absolved /i'om my former 'oath of
allegiance I am con\'inced is neither lawful nor indifferent.
I aCknowledge that I have not complied with the order of
Councilaiia havenecrlected to read the paper for Inde-
pendendy; but I.assur%tlJ,atrefusal ptoceed~d ~ot from any
contempt of theIr authority, but /i'om a prmclple of con-
science, and I arn willing to throw myself upon the mercy
of those honourable gentlemen, and to submit to whate\"er
punishment they shall be pleased to in~ict.

,

October 28th, 1176.- The aforegomg are submitted to
the Committee of Correspondence for the town of Pownal-
borough, as my reasons for not reading the Declaration for
Independency.

JACOB BAIf,EY.
A true copy.

Attest: CHARLES CUSHING, Chairman.

SIMEON DWIGHT TO MASSACHUSETT5COUNCIL.

Western, November 16th, 1776.

I send you enclosed a letter I received by express /i'om
the Committee of Correspondence, &c., &c., of the town of
lUendon, wherein your Honours ma~ observe that they
inform me that your Honours have Illformed them by a
letter, that you had ordered me to remove the prisoners in
J.t1endon,&c.

I beg leave to inform your Honours that I have receiv,ed
no such order, but shall be ready to obey when I shall
receive'it.

I am yonI' Honours' obedient and most humble servant,
SIMEON DWIGHT.

To the honourableCouncilof the State of Massachusetts-
Bay.

immediately, to some other to\vn, where they may not be so
much acquainted. In so doing you will oblige yours, &c.,

JOHN TYLER, GIDEON ABREE,

JOSEPH GIBBS, HENRY BENSON.

JOHN ALBREE,

C-ommittee of Correspondence, Inspection, and Safety,
for the town of JJfendon.

To Simeon Dwight, Esq.

CAPTAIN J. PAUL JONES TO THE MARINE COMlIrITTEE.

Alfred, off the coast of Cape Breton, ~
, 16th November, 1776, 5
GENTLEMEN:Ene\osed you have a copy of my last letter

from this coast. We have manned the JJlellish and mounted
her with ten guns. I have given the command to Lieuten-
ant Brown.

We this morning took the snow Kitty, of London, bound
from Gaspee for Barbadoes, with oil and fish, &c. By her
I understand that the harbours in that district had been frozen
up for some time before she sailed. This is by no means
an encouraO'incraccount to me, as it lays me under theo 0 . .
greatest apprehension that the port of my destmatJon mar
be in the same condition; besides the stormy and contrary
winds still prevail, and the Providence and Alfred keep
each a pumpgoing. I will,however,pu)'snethe expedition
while there is a possibility of success. I have hopes of
being in one of our ports by the 10th December; meanwhile
I have the honour to be, with much esteem and respect,
gentlemen,your very obliged,very obedient, and most hum-
ble servant,

J. PAUL JONES.
To the honourable the Marine Committee, Pltiladelphia.

CONDITION OF THE SLOOP PROVIDENCE.

To HOYSTEED HAC'KER, Esq., Commander of Sloop PRO-
VIDENCE:

We, the subscribers,take this method to acquaint you
of the present situation of ollr vessel and crew. Since the
afternoon of our chasing the brig which we made prize of,
we have leaked in such a manner as to obJige us to keep
one pump constantly going, owing to our being obliged to
carry sail hard, and the wind bJowing very fresh, which
strained her very much, the last night being obliged to
lay to, by reason we could not carry sail, as we kept both
pumps c01=lstantlygoing. Should we meet with a severe gale
of wind, it is our opinions both pumps would not keep her
free unless we scudded. We bavea quarter part of our
hands sick, and the prizes We have will still reduce Our
numbers, as they are of great value. Should you think
proper to continue us f.1rther to the northward, we are ready
and willing to do every thing in our power for the good of
the expedition, but we are of opinion it will too much
endanger the vessel.

ADAl\! W. THAXTON,SecondLieutenant,
WILLIAM E.4.~L, Master,
JOSEPH ALLEN, Acting Lieutenant,
WILLIAM WEAVER, Chief Mate,
JEREMIAH INGRAHAM,Second'lJ'Iate,
W ILLIAl\!ALLEIN, Midshipman,
WILLIAM WARDWELL, do.
STEPHEN RUST, do.
DANIEL LaRRANCE, do.

On board Sloop Providence, lat. 450, long, 580 45'.
November 14, 1776,

N. B. The First Lieutenant being on board the prize
ship.

Mendon, 13th November, 1776.

SIR: The Committee of Correspondence, &c., of the
'. .town of ~Mendon, have received a letter from the honourable By J. Paul J~nelj,Capt~m of the.4merzca'll slup of war the

Council of this State, informing us that they had ordered Alfred, selllor officer III th0 ongmal fleet, and TCQmrnan-
'ollr Honour to remove all the prisoners in ~Mendonto the del' of the present squadron off the coast of ~e1Vfound-

iown of Grafton; and the Committee have been waiting land:
impatiently ,fortheir remova~

.
for th~ following reason: that SIR.: You ~re herebyappo!ntedcommander

o~ our prizeis, that they have got acquamted WIth all parts of the town, the slup JJlellzsh; and as she ISnow manned, eqUIpped, and
or the people in all palts of it, and some persons in said armed for war, you are to endeavour to keep company with
town seem to favour their cause; and further, persons from me and observe and obey all signals made on board here.
different neighbouring towns come lurking round them, for You receive herewith a copy of signals foryour govern-
what reaSOnwe are not able at this time to assign, but we ment. Should we fall in with any of the enemy's ships of
believe forno good intent. And we think it best for the good war, you are directed to give us all possible assistance, and
and safety of this State that they be removed from this town you are to [allow all future directions which you may
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receive from me. Should you unfOl'tunatc!y be separated
from the squadron you are to proceed with all possible des-
patch for the most convenient port within the United States
of America. 1 would advise you to proceed through Nan-
tucket Shoals to Rhode-Island. Your careful attention to
tbese things will secure my regard.

Given on board the ship Alfred, November15th, 1176.
By order of the senior officer:

JAMES HOGAN, Secretary.

To Philip Brown, Esq., Commander of the ship Mellish.

By J. Paul Jones, Captain of the Americ~m ship of war the
Alfred, senior officer in the original fleet, and comman-
der of the present squadron off the coast of Jllewfound-
land:
SIR : You are hereby appointed commander of our prize

the snow Kitty, latc from Gaspee for Barbadoes, with a cargo
of fish and oil, &.c. You are directed to navigate her with
all possible expedition into the most convenietlt port within
the United States of America. I would advise you, if it
can be done without much risk, to make Rhode-Island your
port. Be very careful with her cargo and stores, and keep
a good look-out to prevent her being surpl'ised or retaken.

Given on board the ship Alfred, November 15th, 1716.
J. PAUL JONES.

To Joseph Allen, Commander of snow Kitty.

J. PELLETIER TO ~L<\RYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, November 17th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:As I bave been obliged to take four hogs-
heads of tobacco for the sale of my drugs, you'd innnitely
oblige meto let me put it on board of Captain John ]}[artin,
of the brig Friendship, as I cannot get payment ill any other
way. If you, gentlemen, should not approve of my putting
it on board the said brig, it will be of great loss to me.
Should there be any thing that I can be of service to you
in, shall do it with great p1easure.

I am, gentlemen, your obedient, humble servant,
J. PELLETIER.

The honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.

JOHN MARTIN TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, November 17th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:This my second opportunity of informinO'
you of my situation. I am much distressed for sailors. Th~
merchants in this place give from twelve to fifteen pounds
per month, and if I don't give as much, I can get no sailors.
I am told Captain Stone is going to take the brig. It is a
thing that I am unacquainted with, and would be glad of
an answer to this letter.

The brig wants an anchor one hundred weight, cable
ten inches. She never bad any but the old anchors and
cables from Captain Stone's sloop. I want two hundred
four-pound shot, three hundred three-ponnd shot, and some.
swivel balls; some cordage for back stays, &.c. I shall
advise this morning with Captain Nicholson, and ask him if
I must keep tbe brig till I get an answer from Jour honour-
able Board.

I am, gentlemen, your humble servant,
JOHN MARTIN.

The honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.

MARINE COM~nTTEE TO LIVINUS CLARKSON AND JOHN DOR-

SIUS.
November 17,1776.

GENTLEMEN: Upon the recommendation of your friends
here, we have appointed you Continental Agents in the
State of South-Carolina. As such yon are to suppJyany
of the ships or cruisers with whatever provisions, stores, or
necessaries they may be in want of, when they put into, or
arrive in any of your ports. If repairs are necessary, we
depend on you to employ the best tl'adesmen, and see that
the business is done with despatch. You will, in short, do
all things in this department that you think will serve the
continent and promote the service of the Navy, and you
must send us proper certificates, signed by the Captain or

principal officer of each ship or vessel, of your expenditure,
and your drafts on this Board for the amount will be du1y
honoured. It is a standing order to all our men-oC-warand
cruisers, to send tbeir prizes addressed to the Continental
Agents at the ports where they arrive. If any such come
into South- Carolina, yon must receive the same into your
charge, prosecute them in the Admiralty to condemnation,
make the sale of them at publick vendue, pay all charges
justly attending each prize, and credit us for such. part as
appertains to the continent, agreeable to the ru1es and
regulations, a book of which shall be sent you. The
shares belOtlO'inO'to the officers and crews of the captors,
you must di~d; amongst them agreeable to the said rules
and regulations; and to this justly and equitably the com.
mandel's must furnish you with complete and certined]i~t
of tbe officers and men entitled to a share of each prize, and
the share or shares they are respectively entitled to; and
you are to pay aJl persons concerned their shares as soon
after sale is made as you possibly can, and return to this
Board duplicates of all your accounts and proceedings.

Weare, gentlemen, your very humble servants.
Messrs. Livinus ClarT.so~and John Dorsius.

CLE:!dENT BIDDLE TO THE PRESIDENT 0]' CONGRESS.

[Read November 19, 1776.}

Brunswick, 17th November, 1176, eight o'clock, p. m.

Sl!t: The annexed letter, containing the disagreeable
intelligence of the reduction of Fort Washington, arrived
this hoUt'. I have it in command from my Lord Stirling,
who is now here, to assure you that thexe are at this place
and within a few miles, eight regiments, (exclusive of Gen-
eral Stephens's brigade at Amboy,) who are ready to march
where the service may require, or to cover the country from
any attempt of the enemy to land on this coast. His Lord-
ship has good informationthat the fleet which sailed out of
the Hook did not exceed one hundred and fifty'sai], and
that tbey were empty and bound for England. He will
write to Congress fully to-morrow. The four regiments
quartered here amount to nineteen hundred, and Colonel
Hands's brigade, between Elizabeth-Town and Wood.
bridge, about twelve hundred.

I have the honoLlrto be, with great respect, your most
obedient, humble servant,

CLEMENT BIDDLE.

TENCH TILGHMAN TO ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON.

Head-Quarters, Hackensack, November17, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Yours of the 13th found me this day in the
neigbbourhood of this place, where we are fixed for the
present. I wish I had better news to communicate, but
we suffered a heavy stroke yesterday in tbe loss of Fort
Washington and its garrison, consisting of about two thou-
sand men, who chiefly were made prisoners of war; wbat
were not, fell in the action. The lines were bravely de-
fended; but what could two thousand men do against Gen-
eral Howe's whole Army, who poured in upon them from
every quarter? The loss of the post is nothing compared
to the loss of men and arms, and. the damp it will strike
upon the minds of many. We were in a. fair way of nnish-
ing the campaign with credit to ourselves, and I think to
the disgraceof Mr. Howe, and had the Generalfollowedhis
own opinion, the garrison would have been withdrawn im-
mediately upon the enemy's falling down from Dobbs'!
Ferry. But General Greene was positive that our forces
miaht at any time be drawn off under the gunsof Fort Lee.
Fatal experience has evinced the contrary. Whether the
enemy will make any other move this season, is matter of
speculation. 1Ve are posting the Army on this side the
river, alongfromNewark to Amboy, as placeseasy of com-
munication with each other, and through which the enemy
must pas~,if Philadelphia or any p]ace southward is their
aim. Troops will be left at the passes leading from the North
River into Jersey and New- York, to prevent supp1ies from
going to the enemy. We left Mr. Duel' at Peekskill. I
shall continue to write to you as I find opportunity. I
imagine we shall make Brunswick oUt' head-quarters.

I am, dear sir, yours, m ENCH T.L ILGHMAN.

To Robert R. Livingston, Esq., of the Committl~e of Cor-
respondence.
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GENERi\L WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULT"

General Greene's Quarters, November 17th, 177/).

SIR: With much concern I beg leave to inform you of
an unforttlnate event that has taken place. Yesterday,
about twelve o'clock, the enemy made a general attack upon
our lines on IIarlem Heights, which having carried, the
garrison retired within the fort. Colonel Magaw, who
commanded, finding the works invested on every siue bv a
large part of their Army, and that there was but little or' no
prospect of effecting a retreat across the North River, sur-
rendered the post. We do not know the loss of killed al1d
wounded on either side, but I imagine it is pretty consider-
able, as the engagement at some parts of the lines was of
long continuance arid heavy; neither do I know the terms
of capitulation. The force of the garrison before the attack
was about two thousand men. The importance of the
North River, and the sanguine wishes of all to prevent the
enemy from possessing it, have been the causes of this un-
happy catastrophe.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your
most obedient servant, G UTo. n ASIIINGTON.

P. S. You will be pleased to transmit this intelligence to
Governour Cooke, with a requisition to him to send it to
the Massachusetts State.

As an exchange of prisoners must be natural1y desired by
both parties, I shall be glad to know if those in your State
are ready, and of your sentiments, by the earliest opportu-
nity, as to the mode, whether it will be best by water or by
land. G. W.

EXTRACTOF A LETTER FROMFORT LEE, NOV. 17, 1776.

The true reason of our 10ss of Fort Washington, I be-
lieve, was the extensiveness of our lioes. We had too f~w
men to oppose the different attacks, and yet, when collected
together, too many to garrison the fort. Captain Gouge,
who was the messenger from General T'Vashi/1gton, says
Fort Washington was so crowded that it \vas difficult to
pass through it, and as the enemy were in possession of the
little redoubts around it, they could have poured in such a
shower of shells and richochet-balls, as would ha ve destroyed
hundreds in a little time. And the flag arriving at this
moment with the promise of the preservation of their bag-
gage, and safety to their persons, in case of a surrender,
prudence dictated that it should be given up. The fault
lay in retiring so s?on to the fort, not in surrendering it. I
have been computmg the number, and can make no more
than twenty-two hundred rank and file, besides officers. .

The enemy have. been busy all day in removing the
stores at Fort Washmgton, and have burnt several bouses,
for what reason we cannot conjecture. As this post, which
was intended to keep the communication open, has now
become useless, it wiJI probably be abandoned as soon as
the stores can bp- removed. Whether the Army will move
higher up the river or westward into the country I imagine
is not yet agreed on.

GENERAL NIXON TO GENERAL HEATH.

Camp Philipsborough, 17th November, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I received your favour of tbis day, together
with Colonel Sargeant's return, and shall endeavour to
make the alteration in the returns, agreeable to your desire
in YOUl'Jetter.

I have, dear sir, the mortification to inform you of the
reduction of Fort Washington by the Ministerial troops
yesterday, the particulars of whieh I have not as yet got.

I wish you hea1th and prosperity, and am, with the
greatest esteem, your very humble servant,

JNO. NIXON.

Major-Generailleath.

in one of your ships, being an excellent officer. I \"ill
warrant my reputation on his conduct. I-Ie will not stay
in the regiment if he does not get his rank, beinu now a first
Third Lieutenant, and several officers we expe~t to be pro-
moted before him. I was an eye-witness to his behaviour ill>

the late action; and to James Barret, our Sergeant-Major,
a man worthy of a commission. I would freely give my
commission up to have all commissioned officers as oood
men as he .is. It is the first time I have asked a fa \'o~r of
the. Congress, exce pt when I oflered to serve my country.
wlllch I once thought the greatest honour, in their distress,
but now bave no more than to wish you harmony and
success.

Believe me to be, gentlemen, your friend and servant,
JOHN JOHNSON.

To Abraham P. Lou, Esq.

WILLIAM PALFREY TO GENERAT, WASHINGTON.

Peekskill, 17 November, 1776.

SIR: I would beg leave to acquaint you that, agreeable
to your orders, Iha ve fixed my office a.t this place, and
should be extremely glad to be informed whether I am
to pay any warrants but what I receive from your Excel-
lency.

General Lec has sent me several, which I bave paid, but
am afraid the business is not conducted with the reuularity
it used to be under the inspection of your Secretary:

MajorLee, of Glover'sregiment, has drawn pay as Major
of brigade, as well asMajor of the regiment. Tbis, I think,
cannot be.right; but as a warrant came from GeneralLee,
I could not refuse the payment. I am told by General
Heath's Aid-de-Camp, that as be acts in a separate depart-
ment, he also has a right to draw warrants. As I would
wish to conduct prope-rly, I beg your Excellency's direc-
tions on the subject.

.

Wben you write again to the Congress, be pleased to in-
form them tbat I have now only tbe last remittanceof five
hundred thousand dollars on hand. The demand will soon:
be great, when the troops are dismissed; and Colonel
Trumbull informs me that between this and the last of
Decembcl', be shall want a million of dollars.

I have no directions from your Excellency with respect
to the paymeDt of the Militia. You'll be pleased to inform
me whether I am to pay them or not.

I am, most respectfully, your Excellency's obedient and
humble servant,

W~I. PALFREY, P. ]}f.G.
To his Excellency General Washington, Commander-in-

Cbief of the Forces of the Unitcd States oj America, at
New-Jersey.

ORDERS TO LIEUTENANT-COLONEL DE ROUSSI.

SIR : You wil] repair with your detachment and boats
to King's Ferry, where you will remain until further orders. .

You wj]\ order your boatmen to ferry over the IludsolJ
river aU s;lch officers and sol?iers belonging to tbe Army
of the Umted State.~ QJ Amenca, as may from time to time
have orders or permission to pass the river, and also all
borses, wagons, and baggage, belonging to the Army. You
are not to permit any soldier belonging to the Army to pass
unless he can produce a pass, signed by a proper officer.
You will also observe such directions as bave been uiven ill

charge to the officer whom you relieve.
b

Giv~n under m] hand, at Peekskill,this 17th day: of
j\ovember, 1/76. W H ;1;1 G. EATH,lr,. ,

To Lieutenant-ColonelRegnier De Roussi.

An account oj Ammunition delivered to Coloncl DE Rous~
ST, CANADIAN Detachment.

CAPTAIN JOHNSON TO ABRAHAM P. LOTT.
Peekskill, November 17th, 1776.

Heights at White-Plains, November 17, 1776. . Received of l\I~jor-General IIeath four I~undred and

HONOURED SIR: I expect in a little time to return to
elgbty mus~et cartridges, for the use of my.regnnent.

a private Jife. I should be wanting to my country if I did
REGNIE DE ROUSSI, Lwut. Colonel.

not recommend objects worthy of your notice, viz: Lieu- November 28th, gave Colonel De Roussi an order for
tenant John Johnson as capable of being Captain of marines' six pounds of loose powder.

'"
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H. GLEN TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Schenectady, 17th November, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I have sent off all the batteaus I bad to
Albany, according to your request, except a few that was
gone to Fort Schuyler with beef, soap, and candles. The
barrac\{s goes on finely now; since the Militia bas come
home, I have plenty of hands.

Since your departure from Albany, it seems Mr. Abra-
ham C. Cuyler, my brother-in-law, is come home from
Jlartford, when I was sent for in ,or<;lerto acquaint the
County Committee therewith, which I accordingly did, with
a petition from Mr. Cuyler to the Committee for leave to
remain with his famity by giving security for his behavioUl'.
But it was rejected by the Committee, and was ordered to
go back to the Governour of Connecticut. Mr. Cuyler, being
informed of his going back, it seems there is a conclusion
for my sister and four sma11children to go with him; and
by a second consideration of the Committee, their resalve
is, that Abraham C. Cuyler will be brought down by an
officer and a party of men to the New- York Convention at
Fishkill, there to have a hearing; and as Mr. Cuyler has a
failing most of people are subject to, of being too passion-
ate, I wouJd beg leave for to go down with him, if the
General could spare me for about eight days, in order to
see if leave could not be obtained for him to remain with
his family.

I am unfortunate that I have some near relations differs
with me in sentiment about the times, though I am deter-
mined to stick to the principle I set out upon to the last,
let the consequences be whatit will, as I have that humanity
and have a feeling for a sister and four young ones. I am
of opinion, should it be possible for me to be from home for
about eight days, to go with him and get some careful per-
sons to look after the works of the barracks, that I might be
of service; that I might persuade Mr. Cuyler to take up with
such restrictions or security as may be proposed by our Con-
vention for him to remain with his family, which might be
occasion of his famiJy not breaking up. I am in hopes to
be back, should I get leave, before the arrival of the troops
in winter-quarters. I send the bearer 00 pnrpose, and shall
expect your aoswerby him.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant,

To Major-General Schuyler, Saratoga.
H. GLEN.

MEMORANDUM FOR HON. MAJOR-GENERAL HORATIO GATES.

Camp Ticonderoga, Novembel' 17th, 1776.

Whereas C\lptain John Hulings, of the Second Penn-
sylvania Regiment Foot, has been in a bad state of health
since .his comin.g into Canada? and incapable of doing any
duty m the regiment, he obtamed before my return to this
place, a fl1l'loughfor two months, and went for Philadel-
phia. He took with bim all 'his company books and
accounts, thereby rendering it impossible for any officer in

, the regimentto settle with his men, who are now entering
complaints against him. The above facts are well known
to General St. Clair, who was of opinion he ouo-htnot to
continue in the service.

<:>

Captain John Bresban, of the above regiment, is become
extremely disagreeable to the whole corps of officers, by
fi'equ~ntly gettin~ drunk with his privates, and in many
other mstances (disagreeable to mention) has behaved unlike
a gentleman and a soldier.

J08. WOOD, Col. ~d. P. R.

STATE OF TROOPS AT TYONDEROGA, 17 NOVEMBER, 1776.
WOOD'S.

Commissioned officers.. . ... 32 Sick, present. .. .. . . . 136
Staff officers 31 Sick, absent 53
Fit for duty 179 On command 19

- 450
WAYNE'S.

~ommissione~... ... 36 Sick,p~esent. .. 144
Non-commissIOned. ... 44 SICk,absent... ... .. .. 22
Fit forduty. . . . . ... .. . ... 261 Oncommand ".... .. .

"
53

- 560
1ftVINE'S.

Commissioned 25 Sick, present 182
Non-commissioned.... . ... 27 Sick,absent.. . . . .. . . 62
Fit forduty. . .. . .. . ., 199 Oncommand... .. . . . . ..,. 26

- 521

WIIITCO~m's.

Commissioned... 29 Sick, present , 83
Non-commissioned ,. 27 Sick, absent , 54
Fit fo\' duty. . . . .. . .. 178 On command. . . ... . . . . .. . 70

- 4U
DAYTON'S.

Commissioned.. . . . .. . 36 Sick, present. . . .. . .. . ... . 24
Non-commissioned.. . . .

'"
48 Sick,ahsent... 49

Fit for duty. .. .. . . ... . ... 445 On comnland.
.. . ., .' . . ,... 11

- 613
BURftEI.L'S.
24 Sicl{,absent. .. .. .. .. ..

'"
31

31 On command.. . .. '" 51
81 Qnf\Jrlough ~.., 28
66 311

Commissioned. . . . . ... . . ..
N on-comt1lis~ioned.. . . .. ..
Fit forduty..............
Sick, present. . . .. . . .. . . ..

2\J02,
Artillery-Staff-Artificers-A regiment from PQrtsmQuth, in Ne~

Hampshire.
'

Bond's , .eM.) 279
Porter's. . . . .

'"
. . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. (J\<1.2. . . .. . ... .. .. . .. 270

Reed's. . . .. .. . . ... . .. . . . ... .. . . .. ex. Ham.) . . . .. . .. .. 251
Bedel's ... .(Ha

.

m.

~

"..32

.

5
Stark's (., ... ." ~5
Poor's (

" 407
Greaton 's. . . .. . . . n . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . (Mass.). . . .. . . .. . ... 283
Patterson's.. . .. .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .. .. (

"
) p . ... . .. 331

Phinney's (
"

)for Ft. George 356
- 2791

De Haas's ~

~

472
Wynd's Timee)!:piredand m1\rched. 285
Maxwell's 350

- 1107
'"Vayne's .(P.) 480
Wood'.s (")... 388
Da yton's . .. .. . .. . .. .. . . .. . . .. . . .. (J er::rey) . . . . . .. . . . .. 531

Irvme's.. . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . ..,
'"

. . .(P.). . . .. . .. .. .. 470
Burrell's .(C.) 262
Whitcomb's , .(M.) 388

. . - 2519
Wingate and Wyman's .1020
Swift and Matt's, by Skens .. .. . .. . . .. .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . .. 907

Brewer's 568
"Villard's. . ..

'"
. . .. -.. .. .. . . .. . . . . .. .. . . ..; . .. .. . .. ... 576

J. Reed's. . . .. .. ... . .. . . .. .. . . .. .. . . .. . . .. ... . .. ... . .. 531

Wigglesworth's. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. .. .. . . .. . . . . .. . ... 4] 0

'Vheelock's.. . .. . '"
. . .. .. .. . . .. . ... .. .. ... 552

W oodhridge 's. . . .. . . . . . . .. ... . . .. . . .. . . .. . .. . . . ."
.. 542

- 5106

II ,529

LOSSES SUSTAINED IN CANADA BY UDNY HAY, (LATE OF

Q.UEBF.CK, TI\\IBER MERCHANT, NOW ASSISTANT D. Q.. lIT.

GENERAL TO THE NORTHERN AMERICAN ,ARMY,) IN THE

YEARS '15 AND '76. .

Three hundred tons of ship timber, left .at St.. Erras, in the
spring, worth at Quebeck 2s. Pl'.foot, ~ £ I,~OO0 0

Forty tons of do. left on the banks of Lake
Champlain, worth Is. per foot, - - ~ ~ 80 0 0

Left fourteen horses in the woods, of which has
never heard that one was saved, worth thirty
dollars each on an average,

One pair of very large oxen strayed away and
lost, which cost

Horse harness and tools left at a house on the
lake, and was lost thereof I believe to the
amount of -

Left at Wolfe's Cave, when I abandoned Que-
beck, fifteen hundred merchantable pipe
staves, worth then £40 per M. - - -

Five thousand wreck do., for which had been
offered sixty doHars per M.

Twenty empty rafts, between eighty and sixty
feet long each, which had agreed to deliver
at six dollars each on an average,

All the anchors, ropes, cables and sai]s, with
which was accustomed to carryon the busi-
ness, worth at least

168 0 0

22 0 0

50 0 0

60 0 0

1~O 0 0

40 0 0

240 0 0

£1,988 0 0

N. B. This is exclusive of all the household furniture left
in Quebeck, and a large quantity of oak timber now lying
in the woods, amounting to at least three hundred tons, be-
sides a quantity of planks sawed for huilding two gondolas.

UDNY HAY TO GENERAL GATES.

HONOURABLESIR: The favours you have bestowed on me
on many occasions, that readiness you have always showed
to assist every person who you had reason to .believe was_3
true friend to the noble-ca~lse in which we were aU engaged,
induces me to hope you will Jay the above account before
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the Qonourable the Continental Congress of these States,
not as a cll1im made by me for losses sustained, as every
shil1ing's worth of it originated from acts of my own free
will; but radier as a narrative of actual facts, which, should
I hereafter be found to deserve it, may iDduce that honour-
able body, on some future day, to provide for me in a way
which, witho!lt being any incumbrance to the publick,
may, in some measure, compensate for the heavy loss I have
sustained. And that the reality of those losses may appear
more clear, must beg leave to give you a short sketch of the
manner in which they were occasioned.

The first article in the above account, viz: the three
hundred tons of ship timber, was carried down as low as
St. Erras, but arrived there too late to be carried over the
rapids of Chamblee that spring, owing to General Carleton's
having refused me the liberty of getting that assistance, either
in meD or provisions, which I had provided for that purpose,
not for aDYparticular grudge he bore me as an iDdividual,
but from my being represented to him as a person too much
biased in favour of the,general American cause to be trusted,
or in aDYrespect assisted; aDd next fall, when the waters
were agaiD sufficiently bigh, though I offered the best
security the city of Queb~ck could afford for my good beha-
viour, was by Lieutenant-Go\'ernour Cramahc refused the
liberty to go and save my property, which at that time could
very easily have be.!)ndone. The consequence was that this
spring the greatest part WaS drove off by the ice, the rest
either fell into the enemy's hands or was destroyed byour-
selves. In short, sir, every article I lost in the above account
proceeded from my being deprived of that liberty of looking
after my own affairs, which a person less suspected than
myself could easily have obtained; nor can you be surprised
I was watched with a jealous eye, when I acquaint you tbat
the business I followed occasioning me yearly to employ a
great number of the lower class of Canadians at and about
Quebeck, it was well knownI must have a considerablein-
fluence over them, and tbat opinion was strengthened by a
leading man of that class ip the suburb of St. Rock$, inform-
ing tbe Adjutant-General of the British Militia, at that time
very assiduous in raising men for Colonel ~IcLean's regi-
ment, that he and many more were ready to take up arms,
provided I would agree to march at their head; this occa-
sioned an immediate application to me 01)that sllbject; but
I thank my God neither fear of punishment, nor offers of
reward, were ever able to prevail on me to sign a paper,
appear on the parade, or take lip the arm against that cause
in which I am determined religiously, zealously, and consci-
entiously to discbarge the duties of whatever station I may
be placed in, as far as ever my abilities will permit.

As to the prices of the articles charged, Mr. John Ben-
field, of Quebec7c,merchant, now at Congress, is'a very good
judge, having had a considerable connection in that branch
for several years past.

I hope you will excuse this trouble, and be]ieve me to be,
with a just sense'of aUyour favours already conferred on me,
and with due respect, sir, your most obedient and very hum-
ble servant, TT

1-1L-PNY AY.
Major General Gates.

Endorse.d: Geper;>.l GateS recommends Udny Hay to be made Brevet
LieutenA.nt-Colori~1 and Assistant D. Q. M. Genera], stationed at Ti-
conderoga. -- 'VILLIA~I CUJON.

Preneh Secretary and Interpreter to the
Northcrrt .Department.

RAWLI~S LOWNDES TO SOUTH-CAROLINA ASSElI-ffiLY.

Charles-Town, November 18, 1776.

SIR: As I am elected a member of tbe General Assem-
bly for the Parish of St. BartholQmew, I take the liberty,
thus early, to acquaint the House that I decline serving, as
I shall be absent wheo tbe House meets. I humbly hope
this my refusal will be accepted, that so the Parish may ha ve
an opportunity of electing another person in my room.

I am, with the greatest respect, sir, your most bumble
servant, RAW.LOWNDES.
The Honourable the Speaker.

ClESAR RODNEY TO COLONEL PATTERSON.

Dover, November the 18th, 1776.

SIR: At the request of the members of Council and As-

sembly, delivered me by Mr. Collins, I sent to the care cf
Thomas ftilcKean, Esq., in Philadelphia, by John Palmer,
shallopman, sixty bIanket3 and all the clothes of any kind
wha.tsoever that could be procured here suitable for tbe
Delaware battalion. They were packed io three hogsheads
and accompanied with a letter to Mr. Wheal!. Bllt as the
collectors of those articles bad not then made me their return
in proper order, I could not send them the invoice and
account of tbem. I)Jave now enclosed you a general account
of them and the charges thereonz all which Thave presently
charged to this Government as directed by Mr. Collins:

On 1Honday, tbe 4th of this month, one George Gibson,
who says he is a Captain in the First Virginia Regiment, was
sent by the State of Virginia and General Lee O{)an expe-
dition to New-Orleans, and was passed through here with
letters from the Go\'ernour of that place to Congress, applied
to me 10 assist him with horses and a '!mall matter of cash.
I procured horses to send him a part of the way, let him
hay!')six pounds, which was all he asked, and have enclosed
you his receipt for it. As the money was advanced for the
publick sf:Jrvice,I should be obliged tQyou to procure it again
for me. Before I let him haVf:Jth!1m(:mey, he showed his
credentials, signed by MI'. Pendleton and many other gentle-
men of note in Virginia.

,-.

Yesterday and tbe day before, I had two letters from
General Mc¥enley, with copies of other ]etters enclosed,
informing that a great number of vessels had. sailed from
Nt:w- York; that it ,,:as exp~cted .t)lat t~ey in'tendedup
Delaware, to pay Phdadelphw a VISIt. Qn the receipt of
this piece ofintelligcDce, I immediately issued and sent orders
to all tbe Field Officers in tbis and Sus~~xComity,<tosee tbat
tbeir several battalions were immediately prepared, with their
arms, accou.trements, &c., to march wi!en an.d wh,er~,t~ey
shouldreceiveorders for that purpose. Tbls I dId III dis-
charge of my duty as commanding offi~e.r;buthet\Vcen you
and I, I no more believe they are COl1)jDgat th!s season of
the year to attack Philadelphia than I. believe ihey<intend
besieging the moon.

I am pleased to find by the postscript of MI'. Hancock's
letter, th[1t Carleton and his forces have retreated. When-
ever you have any tbing, either publick Qr priv_ate,worth
co,mmul)icating, and sbould be fortunate enough to steer
clear of those violent lazy fits that sometimes s,eizeyou) I
should be much obliged to you to let ill,!)haye' it.

I am, with much respect, your most obedient, bumble
servant

<,
CESAR RODNEY.

BO;\IlD OF WAR TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

War Office, 18th November, 1776.

SIR: Tbe HancockandAdams, loaded from France with
military stores and other articles for the use of the Continent
was taken by a Rhode-Island privateer, and carried il1toth~
port of Dartmouth, in New-England. 'The muskets, pow-
der, lead, and gun-flints, are to be de]ivered by virtueof the
enclosed resolution of Congress, to the order of ihis Board.
We have wrote to the Committee of Bedford, in whose
district Dartmouth lies, to deliver to your order such of the
before-mentioned articles as you shall direct.

We have tbe honour to be, with great esteem, sir, your
very humble servants, B ' H

.
ENJ N . ARRJSON,

JAMES WU"SON,'

FRANCIS LJGHT;FOOT LEE.

General Wa$hington.

IN CONGRESS,November 15, 1776.-The Secret Com-
mittee having reported that the Cargo imported in the Han-
cock and Adams, which has been carried into the port of
Bedford, in Massachusetts-Bay, consisted of the foIlowiD<T
articles: 72chests of Arms, 311 barre]s Gunpowder, 338
pigs of Lead, 9 casks of Guh-Flints, 1 case of Pins, 133
barrels of Tin-P]ates, 5 cases of Iron-Wire, 70 «asks of Salt-
petre, 10 bales of Merchandise :

Resolved, That the Muskets, Powder, Lead,and Gun-
Flints, be delivered by the Committee of Bedford to the
order of tbe Board of War, who are ,to inform th!')General
of these stores, and direct tbe whole or any part to him that
may be wanted for the use of the Army, with an injunction
not to put the Muskets into the hands of any but those
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We, tbe subscribers, arbitrators chosen by Andrew Cald~
well and John Bayard, in hehalf of themselves and the other
owners of the p,rivateer sloops of war Chance and Congress,
and Isaac Cox, 10 behalf of the owners of the sloops Draa-on
an,d Molly and twenty negroes taken by the privateers af~re-
said, to settle and determine what damages, or if any should
be allowed to. the owners of the vessels and nerrroes afore-
said; having h~ard tIle allegations of the parties,Odo award:

'I hat the saId sloops Dragon and ]}lolly, together with the
twenty negroes, be delivered up to the said Isaac Cox as
factor for the owners, and that the said Andrew Caldwell
a~1dJohn Bayard pay to bim three bundred and twenty-
eIght pounds, current money of this State. The vessels to
be delivered in like order and condition as when taken
reasonable wear and tear only excepted. '

THOMAS FITZ5D1MONS,

SAMUEL HOWELL,

THO!\lAS WHARTON, Jun.,
BHARPE DELANY.

soldiers who inlisted under the late resolves and regulations
of Congress.. Extract fromthe Minutes:

CHARLES THO~ISON, Secretary.

RICHARD PETERS, Secretary.True copy:

ME~IORIAL OF ISAAC cox IN BEHALF OF ALEXANDER FRAZER

AND OTHER INHABITANTS OF PROVIDENCE.

[Read 18th November, 1776,]

To the honourable the Delegates of the Thirteen UNITED
STATES OF NORTH AMERICA,in Congress assembled:

The Memoria! of ISAACCox, of the City of PHlLADELPItIA,
merchant, zn behalf of ALEXANDERFRAZER and of JOHN
KEMP andAN'I'HONY KEMP, of the Island O/PROVIDENCE,
merchants, respectfully showeth:

That some time in the month of August last two sloops,
called the Dragon and Molly, were seized and taken at or
near the ~sland of Providence aforesaid, by Captain Craig
and Captam Robeson, commanders of the private sloops of
war called the Congress and the Chance and broucrht into
the port of Philadelphia. '

0

That the said Captains Craig and Robeson also seized
and took on board the said t\Vo sloops ca1Jed the Dragon
and lUolly, twenty negro slaves, and brO\1"ht them also into
the port of Philadelphia. That the sailtwo sloops caHed
tbe Dragon and the lJlolly, and the said twenty negro
slaves taken and found on board tbem, are, and at tbe time
of the seizure and capture aforesaid were, the property of
the said Alexander Frazer and of the said John and An-
thony Kcmp. That the said Alexander Frazer and John
and Anthony Kemp now al'e, and at the time of the seizure
and capture aforesaid were, inbabitants of the Island of
Proviaence aforesaid.

.
That the said two private sloops of war beloncrto and

~ere fitted ?ut by ~ndrew C~ldwell and John Baya~d, oftbe
cIty of Plnhdelphw aforesaId, merchants, and divers other
persons inhabitants of the State of Pennsylvania.

y our m~mQrialistfurther showeth, that tbe said two sloops
caHed. the D(agon an.d the M?lly, remained in the port
of Phllaaelphw a consIderable tIme, and that no libel was
filed 01'any proceedings whatever were had acrainst them in
order to try the legality of the captures afores~id.

That YOlif me!110rialist having received a letter from the
said AleJX,l?lder Fr(J,zer, one of the owners aforesaid, inform-
ing yonr memorialist of the seizul'es and captures aforesaid
and of the property of the said sloops and of the said twent;
negroes taken and found on board them, applied to the
owners of tb.e said, two private sl?ops of war, and rcquested
them to dehver h..n up the sald two sloops called the
Dragon TInd tbe lJIolly, and the said twenty neuroes in
behalf of their said owners, and to a1Jow and pay re~son~ble
damages for the captUres aforesaid and the detention conse-
quent th~rGto.

That after some little time the owners of the said two
private sloQPs of war agreed with your memorialist to submit
the det.ermination of the justice and propriety of the ca ptures
IIfore:;a1dand the quantum of damages, to referees indiffer-
ently chos~n; who, havin,g me,t and considered the proofs and

. tbe allegatIons of the partlCs, did a\vard," That the said sloops
Dragon and Moll!!, together with the twenty negroes, be
delivered up to the said Isaac Cox, as factor for the owners
and that. tTlesaid Andrew Caldwell and Jl)hn Bayard d~
pay, &c., as by the award of the said referees hereunto
annexed may appear." ,

That the.said..two ~Ioops called Dragon and Molly were
delivered to YOUI'memorialist in pursuance of the award
afor.esaid, a'~d are no~v fitted and ready to depart tbe port of
Phdadelphza aforesaid, and to return to their owners' and
as your memorialist apprehends it necessary to obtain' some
permit Or certificate from tbe honourab!e the Conrrress in
order. to prevent, any arrest or ~llolestation from the ~hips of
war 1Uthe serVICe of the Unzted States and from private
ships of war fitted Qut by the inhabitants of these States
your memoriaJist humbly prays your Honours to take thi~
case into consideration, and to grant to the said sloops letters
of safe conduct to the. port of Providence aforesaid or such
certificate or permit as to your Honours may se~m meet,
&c. ISAACCox.

Philadelphia, 30th October, 1776.

MEMORIAL OF BENJAMIN EYRE.

To the honourable the Continental Congress:
The 1tlemorial of BENJAMIN EYRE, of PHILADELPHIA

Z' .
h '. smpW/'lg t:

Humbly representing, that his petition of the 24th October

last" preferred. to your Honours, for the payment of certain
services by hun done, together with his bill of charlJes for
the same services, has been by your order referred ~d the
Board of Treasury: ~nd they, by stati,ng. that account upon
a postUlatum or prmclple by them for slmJlar cases adopted
have reduced your memoria]ist's said account to a sum les~
than half that which he thinks his said services are worth in
justice and reason, the difference between his said bill and
the tax~tion thereof made by the Board ?f Treasury is clearly
appearmg on the face oC the synopsIs of both accounts
hereunto subjoined.

~our memorialist s?lemnly d~sclail11sall those vague pre-
tenslO~s and presllmptlOns of artists and tradesmen, in filVour
of their own knowledge and. deserts. He only begs leave
to make one or two observatIOns upon the reduction account
of tl~e Board of Treasury, and.to appeal from their settlement
of Ills account to the wisdom and justice of the Delerrates of
tbe States of America.

0

1. ~i~st, and principally, because your memorialist's charge
of b11l1dmg row-galleys at a certain price per ton is made
agreeable to tbe usage and custom of shipbuilders in the Old
and New ~Vorld. But your Board of Treasury reduces and
cOnfines 111mto accept of daily wacres and rations' which
rule of ascertaining the quantum ~eruit could n~ver be
established against the constant custom without a previous
contract between the employer and the workmen. And that
th~ resolve of Congress to pay the journeymen carpenters
tlmteen pounds and the master builders double that sum pel'
month, and to allow them stated rations, was made a month
after yonI' memorialist's setting out for New- York, and could
have no retrospect to bind I:im, 01' fi.x ueon him an express
contract, .when h~, at the deslft3 of Bl'lgadwr-General MiJIlin,
and on IllS promIse that he should be handsomely rewarded
left Philadelphia without making any contract at all. '

2. Secon?I~, bec~use the,Board of Treasury bave allowed
YO~I'memorl~hst rations, which he ca? in no wise accept of.
When he arrived at New- York, he dId not choose to live in
tbat great ,town l.ike as in a camp 01' barracks; be hired a
bouse, furtllshed It, and kept regular house and one horse
constantly el,nployed in the publick service,;11 which in the
dearness of tHne has actually cost him mOre tban fiftecn shil-
lings per day; and tbis he spent th~ freer as ~e n~ver expected
to be at any charge to the pubhck for hIS dally expenses
but to be paid for his work by the ton. '

Therefore YOllr ~emorialist most humbly submits to your
Honours whether IllS cha~ges of twenty-five shiJlings per ton
for three row-gaJleys fimshed, and fifteen sbillinrrs for the
o?e not fi.nished, are to? high? He, left. his ow; yard and
his work 111hand unfinIshed, by wlllch, If he bad staid at
home he migbt weJl have earned mor~ than what he has
charged for his work abroad.

And your memorialist, as in duty, &c.,
BENJAMIN EYI~E.

PhiJadelphia, November 18th, 1776, Philadelphia, November 18, 1776,
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THE SYXOPSIS IN THE WITHIN MEMORIAL REFERRED TO.

A.
Benjamin Eyre's charges.

To building three Row Galleys, 60 feet keel, 18 feet beam, 6 feet hold,
68 tons each, at 25 shillings per ton £255 00 0

To one Boat left on the stocks, at 15 shillings per ton.. . . .. 51 00 0
To 27 days' acting as an Assistant to the Quartermaster

General,at30shillingsperday 40100

£346 10 0

B.

The Board oj Treasury's allowances.
For 134 days' servIce In constructing Row Galleys, as builder, at £26

permonth,is4monthsI4days £1l628
For 134 days' Rations, 3 rations per day, is 402 rations, at

8 pence per ration 13 8 0
For going to amI coming from .N'ew-York, in lieu of rations,

at 3;{ pence Pennsylvania currency, allowed 200 miles. . 3 2 6
For horse-hire and traveling expense'! going to ./llbany to

engage boards for the Army, at 15 shIllings, Pennsyh'ania
currency, per day, 27 days employed in the service 20 5 0

For 134 pints of Rum, being 16 6-8 gallons, at 9 shillings.. 7 10 9

£160 8 11

EDWARD SHIPPEN AND OTHERS TO THE COUNCIL OF SAFETY
OF PENNSYLVANIA.

Lancaster, the 8th November, 1776.

The bearer hereof, Mr. ])i[arcusYoung, being desirous of
an ensigncy in the German battalion, we, the subscribers,
members of Committee for the County of Lancaster, beg
leave to mention, that he is of a very reputable and worthy
family in the borough of Lancaster; that he served during
the last year's campaign in one of the Rifle companies, and
accompanied the M.ilitiaof Colonel Ross's battalion during
their march and stay at the camp in the Jerseys. That
from all report he hath bdJaved like a spirited good soldier,
and we hope will prove himself worthy of such command
as it may be thought proper to honour him with.

EOW'D SHIPPEN, JOHN WHITMOR, Jun.,
MATHIAS SLOUGH, SEBASTIAN GRAFF,
AOAM REIGART, WILI.IAM ATLEE,
ANDREW GRAFF, J. YEATES.

To the honourable the Council of Safety of the State of
Pennsylvania.

Lancaster, November the 26th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: This wi1l be handed to you by my brother,
Marcus Young, who is gone to Philadelphia with a recom-
mendation for an Ensign's commission in the German bat-
ta]ion (of which I informed you heretofore.) He would be
very glad of having your name affixed to his recommenda-
tion. I \vould further mention to you that there wiJl be a
vacancy in a few days, for a second lieutenancy in Second
Battalion; Frederick Geiser, a Second Lieutenant, who a
few days a~o married John l?arpenter's daughter, is going
down to resign, and has mentIOned to me that 1i:larcllsmiaht
stand a good chance for getting in as youngest Second Li~u-
tenant, to which I think he is as much entitled as most.
Your assistance, which 1i:larclts will ask of you, shall be
thankfully acknowledged by, sir, your most humble servant,

SEBASTIANGRAFF.

To Jasper Yeates, Esq., at Philadelphia.

December 2d, ]776.

DEA~ SIR: If it is possible ,to do any t~Jing for this young
man, with respect to an enslgncy or beutenancy in the
German battalion, you would do me a particular favour in
affording him your assistance. His youth is the only objec-
tion against him, but of that he will mend every day, .

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, J Y. EATES.
To R. Peters, Esq.

GOVER~OUR LIVI~GSTQN TO THE .PRESIDENT 01<' COYGRESS.

Burlington, 18th Noyember, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Yours of the 7th and 14th I have had the
honour to receive, and shall pay all possible attention to the
requisitions therein contained. Should I be honoured with
any other despatches from you during the sitting of our

Assembly, which will probably last about a month, you will
please to direct to me at Burlington.

\Vithsentiments of the sincerest respect, I am your most
humble and most obedient servant, UT L. HILL. IVINGSTON.

The Honourable John Hancock, Esq.

LORD STIRLING TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Brunswick, November 18th, 1776. ~

DEARSIR: In consequence of the retreat of the British
Army from the Wltite-Plains, General Washington ordered
me to march with the van of his Army towards this p]ace.
I crossed Hudson's river in the HiO'h]ands with eiaht reai-o ~ b
ments of foot, three of which I have left at Rahway and the
other five I brought to this place yesterday. The loss of
Fort Washington will leave the enemy at leisure to think
of other movements, and it is not improbable they may at-
tempt to push through this country towards Philadelphia.
I shall theret()\'etake every step which may occur to me as
necessary to defeat such a design. The reports that have
been circulated of their having embarked a body of men on
b~ard of a fleet which sailed a few days ago is without found-
ation. That fleet consisted of about one hundred and
fifty sail of empty transports and store ships, under covoy
of Admiral Shuldham in the Bristol, with two frigates.
These ships are chiefly bound to Ireland for provisions.

I have no particulars of the loss on either side at Fort
Washington, but I ha\'e no doubt that the enemy have
dearly paid for the possession.

With the highest esteem and \'egard, I am, your most
obedient, humble servant, STIRLING.

To the Honourable John Hancock.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL PALFREY.

Hackensack, November 18th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I just now received the favour of your letter
of the 17th. I confess I <Jid not expect that any warrants
wo~]d hav.e been presented to y?u for pa~ment, except those
which I signed myself. The mconvemences which miaht
arise, if several persons in the same Army were allowel to
dl'aware obvious, and such as might produce great uneasiness
and injustice to the pub]ick. All who applied to me were
told that the abstracts were to be deposited with you and
sent down in order to be signed by me at once, or that they
would be completed by my signature, if brought at differ-
ent times. I cannot allow dO\lblepay to Major Lee or any
other officer. It is expressly against the resolves of Con-
gress. The Militia will be paid on making out proper ab-
strarts, and such as are satisfactory to you, as otber troops
are. You must inform their officers that they should be
very particular in not charging for a longer time than the
men were in actual service, and the abstracts shguld be cer-
tified by their Brigadiers or Colonels commandant.

As I cannot conceive it will be for the publick goud that
warrants s!JOuldbe drawn by different officers, and tu prevent
further mJstakes on that account, I request that you wiII
remove YOUl'office near my head quarters, and pay no war-
rants hereafter but such as come from me, givintT notice of. -

-..
,'''-,- ,.:::I

your removal. I shall mentIon to Congress the demand~
that will be on you, desiring that provisiOllmay be made for
the same.

I am, &c.
To Lieutenant-Colonel

eral.

Go. W AS»INGTON.

William Palfrey, Paymaster-Geri-

Hartford, Decemberl6tb, 1776.
Messrs. ~Uills and Hicks, late printers inBuston, have

opened an office in New- York, in company with one Howe
where they print a weekly paper, f!'Om one of which th~
following paragraphs are extracted:

.

" New- York, November 18.- The ships fitted out from
England, for the supp]y of the Fleet and Army with neces-
sary stores, such as wines, spirits, woolens, and linens, &c.,
have also supplied the town in great abundance.

"The 9th instant, a fleet of victualers, with five hun-
dred recruits, arrived here from CQ1'ke,in eight weeks; they
were dogged for several days on this coast by a briO' and
schooner, supposed to be rebel privateers.

.. t>
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(,
Tuesday last about one hundred transports sailed from

Sandy-Hook for GreatBritain, under convoy of his Ma-
jesty's ships Fowey and Active. In the former his Excel-
lency Lord Dunmore took his passage for England.

"Last Wednesday a country carter was tal,en into custody
for having in his possession an English horse belonging to
the train, and another horse was taken f/'Om a gentleman's
negro, but the fellow giving a. good account of himself, and
it appearing that his master had not the knowledge to whom
the horse belonged, he was suffered to go home with a repri-
mand."

GENERAL GREENE TO GEJI,'ERAL WASHINGTON.

Fort Lee, November 18th, 1776.

DEARSIR: The much greater part of the enemy marched
off from Fort Washington and above King's Bridge this
morning. Their route appeared to be towards New-York.
One of the train of artillery came across the river last night
on.3. raft. By his account the enemy must have suffered
greatly'o~ the. north side of Fort Washington. Colonel
Rawlln~~ s regiment was posted there, and behaved with
great spmt. Colonel ft'fagawco1Jld not get the men to man
the lines, oth~rwise he would not bave given up the fort.

I !un send1l1goff the stores as fast as r can get wagons.
I have sent three expresses to Newark for boats, but can
get no return of what boats we may expect fi'om that place.
T.he stOres here are large, and the transportation by land
Willbe almost endless. The powder and fixed ammunltrOJ'I
I have 5e11toff first by land, as it is an article too valuable
to tr!Jst uPQnthe water.

Our Bergen guard were alarmed last night, but believe
without much reason.

.

I am, dear sir, your obedient servant,
NATHANAEL GREENE.

To his ExceTIency General Washington, at Hackensack.

GENERAL ,HEATH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

PeeKskill, November ]8, 1776.

DEARGENEtU.L: On the 12th instant I called a council
to consider and determine upon the posts most important
and proper to ,be occupied by our troops. There were
present Brigadier-GeneralsJames and George Clintonand
Scott. (Ge.t'feralMorris, Colonel Duer, and Colonel Put-
nmn,whom linviied to sit with us.) After deliberation,it
was thought best to make the following disposition of the
troops at this-post for the present, viz: Two rerr;ments to
take post .on the"west side of Hudson'srfver, at th~ enHance
of the Highlands, near Sidnum's bridge, at RamffpauO'h
-river';onebr!gade on the heights above Peekskilliandigg,
and~he rem~r?der at the gorge of the mountains,beyond
Robmsan's bndge.

r have 'sent Colonel Huntington's and Tyler's reO"iments
to Sidl1:u,m'sbridge; General George Clinton's brig~deon
the heights above the landing; and the remainin0" three
regimernsof General Parsons, viz: CoJonei Pr~scott's
Ward's, and Wyllys's, and General Scott's brigade, to th~
gorge of _the mountains, by Robinson's bridge. Barracks
and works are erecting at each of those places.

Yesterday the President of the Convention of the State
of New- Yorlfdirected to me Colonel De ROU$si,with his
Cartadiattoetachment, who left Albany a few days since,
in a nUlllQerofbatteau,;; a return of the detacbment is with
the returns sent to the Adjutant-General. I have ordered
the detachment to King's Ferry, to do duty at that place,
ao they are well acquainted with boats, until I know your
Excellency's pleasure as to their destination.

Three Colonels, three ~ieutenan.t-Colonels, three Majors,
and about twenty Captams, appomted by the Committee
ofd\e State of Connecticnt to serve in the new Army, have
declined the service; the vacancies are to be fiJled

.

up on
Wf;dnesday next. General Parsons has importuned me
for leave to attend the Governour and Council, which I have
granted, and hope for your Excellency's approbation.

I have just received by the express fi'om your Excel-
lency the disagreeable news of the loss of Fort Washington,
the rumour of which had just before spread here. I much
regret the loss of so many brave and good officers as there
were in the battalions at that post.

I have been using my utmost endeavours to get a return

of the killed, taken, and missing, in the several regiments of
my division, but cannot send it cOll)pleted, as Colonel
Lasher, of General Scott's brigade, is as yet unable to
ascertain those of his regiment. Such as r have received
I ba \'e sent; the others shall be transmitted to your Bxcel-
lency as soon as I c;ln obtain them. _

I have taken tlte liberty to enclose an abstract for three
months' pay, and ask the favour that your Excellency
would be pleased to sign the warrant.

The Colonels and Paymasters of tbe regiments here are
complaining of the great distance which they are obliged
to go to obtain warrants for the payment of their abstracts.
I have pmmised them that I would lay the matter before
y.our Ex?elleIlcy, and solicit so!ne easier expedient if con-
sIstent wIth your Excellency's pleasure.

The chain which has been extended across the river
above this place has broke twice. '1 must confess that
from my first hearing of the intention, I expected no real
advanlage from it.

General Clinton, with some gentlemen from the Conven-
tion of the State of New- York, an~ to explore and sound
the river to-mOlTOW.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, your Excel-
lency's mosthumbleservant, W H. EATH.
To his Excellency General Washington.

GENERAL HEATH TO GENERAL JAMES CLINTON.
, Peekski]], November 18, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I have just received the disagreeable news
of the reduction of Fort Washington the day before yester-
day, but have not as yet had the particulars. The enemy
will now have the possession of the river below us; and it
behooves us to exert every power to render the river
impassable at the Highlands. r beg, therefore, that you
wouJd endeavour to complete your works and tbe obstplc-
tions in the river as fast as possible. .

I am, dear sir, with esteem, your humble servant,
W. HEATH.

To General James Clinton.

PETER GARSON TO GENERAl. HEATH.

PeekskiIl, November 18th, 1776,

Sm: Agreeable to your directions I have taken an aC-
count of the flour at Peekskill landing, and find four hun-
dred and ninety barrels, weighing about one hundred and
ninety pounds apiece, and expends daily about twenty
barrels.

I am, sir, yours at command,
PETER GARSON,D. C.

To the Honourable General IIeath.

DR. McKNIGHT TO GENERAL IIEATH.

Peekskills, November 18, 1776.

l\-lAy IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR: Your just sense of the
necess~ty of establishing. a part of tIle General Hospital at
the Kdls, for the receptIon and proper accommodation of
tbe sick of your division, bas caused me to make inquiry for
house~ which might be proper for that purpose, but could
find none that, in my opinion, would answer that cnd so
weJl as tbe cburches, wbich are by no means at present
fitted for it, nor will be until fire-places 01' stoves are pro-
vided, previous to the reception of any; and bunks or cribs
for them to lie in are absolutely necessary for their comfort-
able acco~m?dation, which ought to be imm~diate]y fitted
or made wlthm the churches or any other bUildin<T'should
be made choice of. Captain Adams of the mecb~nicks is
the only proper person to see and order the necessary alter-
atipns, as also the making of tbe bunks.

Should this meet with your approbation, you will be
pleased to give Captain Adams his orders.

Your Honour's most obedient, humble servant,
CHA'S McKNIGHT, Jr

To Hon. Major-General JI.eath.
.

ELIHU MARVIN TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Orange County, November 18,1776.

GENTLEMEN: Whereas complaints were made to the
Committee against one Corne7ius Thorpe and one Murrlce ,
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alias Sanford, for passing Continental bi1lsaltered from two
to ten dollars and from seven to ten, the Committee sent
immediateJy after them, and found said lJi1urricein Bruns-
wick jail, then pUt'suedand bl'Oughtsaid Thorpe back, who,
when examined, confessed he had altered four bills and stole
a saddle in Oxford, and that he and said lJfurrie stole two
horses in the Jerseys and sold them in Orange County;
whereupon I comrnitted said Thorpe to Goshen jail, and
gave orders to the keeper thereof to keep him safely till he
~as delivered thereupon by the County Committee or some
other lawful authority.

I therefore beg for the direction of the honourable Con-
vention what shaH be done in the matter. The young man
is poor and not able to help himself with necessaries.

I have sent two of the bills to the honourable Convention
by Esquire Little, which was passed by said Thorpe and
Murrie. The owners of the said bills are Besaleel Seely
and Joshua Miller, who beg to be made whole, for the bills
stand them in tell dollars each.

For further information inquire of Esquire Little.
I am, gentlemen, with great esteem, your very humble

servant, ELTHU MARVIN, Chairman.

To the honourable Convention of the State of New- York.

This is to certify, to a1l whom it may concern, that
Joshua Miller persona1ly appeared before us, and on oath
did declare that he received a two dollar bill from H/illiam
Sanfm'd which was aJtered to a ten dollar bill, and that
said Sanford had passed a seven dollar bill to one Besaleel
Sealy which was altered to a ten dollar bill. Said Sanford.
being present was asked concerning the above charge, con-
fessed the whole to be true.

JNO. LLOYD, Justice.
Lucus SCHENCK.

To the Committee of Oxford, Orange County.
South-Amboy, Middlesex. County, 9th November, 1776.

PIERRE VAN CORTLANDT TO ROJ;lERT BOYD.

Fishkill, November 18, 1776.

SIR: It gi\'es the members of the Convention very great
concern to be informed that some of the soldiers who are
discharaed and returning from the northward, after serving
their co"untry with fidelity, are treated inhospitably and re-
fused accommodations, though they are sick and unable to
travel. Beside the inhumanity of such ungenerous usage,
nQthing can more effectually injure the publick service, as
it must discourage at this critical time the inlistment of the
Army, on which the preservation of America, next to Divine
power, ever depends. We beg, therefore, that you will
immediately give orders that these and all other soldiers,
under the like circumstances, be treated with kindness and
hospitality, and assisted to the places of their residence.

I am, in the name of the members of the Convention, sir,
your most humble servant,

P. V ANCORTLANDT, Vice-President.

To Robert Boyd, Esq., Chmrman of the CommIttee at
New- Windsor.

P. S. The charge of such soldiers as are unable to pay
wi]] be advanced by the Convention.

ROBERT BOYD, JUN., TO PIERRE VAN CORTLANDT.

New-Windsor, November 18th, ]776.

HONOUREDSIR: Your kind favour of this day, per Mr.
Cooper, just now came to hand, and note the contents. Am
much afraid there is too much reason for the complaints you
mention, which I am extremely sorry for. The peopJe of
New-Windsor have always appeared extremely fi.jendly to
the American cause, but fear they are now catching the
spirit ot the times, taking every opportunity to get money,
even though to the disad\rantage of the grand cause in
which we are embarked. Yesterday morning I was applied
to by some of Colonel Winds's regiment, who are sick, in
order to be forwarded to Elizabeth- Town. 1 immediately
went over, and as wagons are very scarce in our ncighbour-
bood, thought the most eligible way wou]d be to transport
them by water to Haverstraw; and for that purpose en-
gaged a small boat and two young men to work her, in order
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to convey them, as I was going some distance in the coun-
try. After my departure, some misunderstanding took place
between the persons that was to go in the boat in order to
work her, which prevented their going; and this morning
the b9atman, who is unwell and unable to go in her, unrigged
her and laid her up t<)rthe winter. Jheard nothing of the
matter till this evening, some of the people came to me with
complaints. As it was then too late, put the matter off
until morning, when I was resolved to see the people righted
some way or other. In the interim I ha\'ereceived your
letter, which in future shall be arule for my conduct, and
you may depend that every thing in my power shall be
done agreeable to your request.

I am, sir, with all respect, your
servant,

most obedient, humble

ROBERT BOYD.

Colonel Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq.

JOHANNES sLEIGHT TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Committee Chamber, Kingston, November 18th, 1776.

SIR: The inhabitants of this County, tiJi within a few days,
have been distinguished for their firmness and attachment to
the resoh'es of Congresses and Committees; in short, have
been as peaceable, we flatter ourselves, as any people in this
State; butit is with regret that we are under the disagree-
abJe necessity to inform you that we are daily alarmed, and
our streets filled with mobs from different .partsof the County,
breaking of doors and committing of outrages, to the disturb-
ance of the peace and oftbe good people of this town, owing,
as we have reason to believe, to the misfQrtune of having
that detestable article ca1Jed tea stowed here, which is taken
by them and divided or distributed in suqhmanQer.as~hey
think fit. We have heretofiJre assured the good people that
your Congress would pass a resolve for the disposal of tbat
article lodged here; and it is asserted, (by what authority we
know not,) that your Congress had passed.a resolve to that
purpose, but that before the publication thereof repealed or
made void the same, which the people whom we have had
before liS assign in justification of their c,onduc~ in. the prem-
ises. We now entreat you to advise us how and in what
manner we shaH suppress these distllrbances. We wiJl not
presume to dictate to your honourable House, but are well
assured that if a resolve was to be passed establishing a price
and ordering a disposalthereof,wouldtend to the interestof
the proprietors and the peace of the good people of this
Sta te.

Weare, sir, wit!! great respect, your very humble and
obedient servant.

By order of the Committee:
JOHANNESSLEIGHT, Chairman.

The President of the Convention of the State of New- York.

A SPEECH OF OJISTARALE, THE GRASSHOPPER, AN ONEIDA

CHIEF, TO COLONEL ELMORE, COMMANDANT OF FORT

SCHUYLER.

BROTHER: I informed General Schuyler some time ago
that I was going to Niagare on publick business, and upon
rny return he should hear from me. I have been no furtber
than Cayogon; I am just now returned from my journey.
I was advised by the sachems there to proceed no further,
as the principal business I had in view when I set out from
home was in a great measure answered by tbe intelligence
I received at Cayogon. I was there informed by Indians,
who came from Niagare, that the several tribes of Indians,
particularly the Chippewas, Ottawas, and Cherokees, who
had been convened at that post, were all dismissed and
gone to tbeir respective homes; that Colonel Butler had
invited them to return aud improve tbe season for hunting,
for he should not proceed to Albany the ensuing winter,
the season being too far advanced-should take up winter
quarters at Niagare, and also that the commanding officer

at that post had fo\' some time been dangerously sick and
his life despaired of; that Colonel Butler had also sent to
all the Seneka's villages to repair to Niagare, and such as
needed should receive powder for their fillI hunt, but no
other of the Confederacy east of the Senekas were invited

to receive the King's bounty, and this reason given for it:
"they had countenanced the Bostonians and wished them
to succeed." These Indians also informed me that Colonel
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Bntler had beeT). very much a1armed with a report that
General Schuyler was on his march with a vast body of
troops to lhat post, on which account he had agreed with a
party of Indians to escort him to Detroit in case .Niagare
should be attacked, and tbe Go\'ernonr of Canada could
not send timely relief. The Indians say they had not two
hundred regular sol,dieT> in tbe garrison exclusive of Tory
deserters who had fled there for refuge.

'Tis my opinion tbat you will have no tronble from the
enemy tbis way till tbe next spring, I desire you will
send tbis intelligence to General Schuyler as soon as may
be, as I promised him, upon my return, he should hear
from me. Tbe Cbiefs join in tbis petition. Yon may
also Tet General Schuyler knolV that it is my opinion tbe
Senekas have all agreed to side with the King of Great
Britain; but tbe Cayogas and Onondagoes (exeept a few)
are friendly to the Americans, and regard the treaty at
Albany and German-Platts. One thing I bave to acquaint
you witb: that some of us sachems and warriours of One1:da
have severely reprimanded the Muhauk warriour (called
Karahkontes) and his party for killing one of Colonel Day-
ton's scouts on this side Oswego, and taken another prisoner.
We should have interposed bad we known their design
when one of Karahkontes's party passed through Kanog-
da rage , and OUI'friendly disposition was manifested in what
we did a few weeks after this happened. When Tehon-
asgwwkte, tbe Onondago chief, sent us word tbat Karah-
konte and his party were on their way to Oneida to take
our minister and tbe gunsmitb, ~two of our sachems and
three warriol1l's set out instantly far Kanahsorage, and there
met tbe beCore-mentioned Mohawk, and forbid his coming
into Oneida or any of his party.

We have not yet seen the other Indians who took two
of Colonel Dayton's men that were fishing at Fort Bull.
The Senckas and Onondagoes told us that William, a son
of the late Sir TVillimn, commanded the party, one Seneka,
called Onuhsockle, one Onondago, called Kanehsaron, and
two others,said to be jj{essesage,~.We were sorry for the
loss of these men, but it was not in our power to prevent
it. I hope General Schuyler will find us Oneidas to be fast
to our covenants; our belt of union is strong. Yau will
give my complimentsto General Schuylerand the thirteen
United States. 0 JIST ALARE-GRAssHOPP ER.

Interpreted by
SAMUELKIRKLAND, ]}lissionary.

N, It Sent to Mr. Trumbull, P. l\'I. G. for the Northern
Department, for his perusal.

Fort Schuyler, 18th November, 1776,

GENERAL WOOSTER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Saw-Pitts, 18th November, 1776,

. Sm: This will be han~ed your Honour by my son, who
ISat present one of my Ald-de-Camps, and as such entitled
to the rank of Major, but as he is desirous of servino- in the
standing Army, requests that he may be appoint~d first
or second Captain in Colonel Chester's reaiment if there
is room, or in some other regiment belonain~ to th~ State of
Connecticut.

0 0

I have at present about fi\'e hundred tlIen out of the
Tenth, Thirteenth, and Sixteenth Regiments, whereas I oucrbt
to ha~e ~wo th.ousanrJ, for it is very certain that the ene~y
have It In theIr power to send men sufficient to take or
drive us off the ground any day, as they are but tbree
hours' mal'ch from U3; therefore it is very neeessary tbat
some effectual measures be taken to call oul tbe .Militia
when Ol'dered.

I am, Sir, with due regard, )'our Honour's most obedient
and very humble servant, D 'lXrAVID n OOSTER.

To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq.

WORCESTER COUNTY (MASSACHUSETTS) CmlMITTEE,
In Committee Chamber, Worcester, November 18,1776.

As expedients are no I,onger wise, prudent, and politick,
than the reasons on which they are founded exist and
effects are reversed by a mutation of causes; as the de~ands
of our c?untry ~re ~ontinually variating, and the eomplexion
of pubhck affam; Il1cessantly altering; as our dangers and

OUl'fears suh,ide by the approacb of the encmy, and their
arts of division have produced unanimity; as the resol ve
of the State on the 8tb of il'Iay, 1775, was a tcmporary
provision, and has had its operation; as the resolution of
our predeees.sors in office, disarming and eonsigning to this
town a

.
number of its inhabitants, was expressly to prevent

their joining our. avowed enemies, aod to deprive them
of tbe means of obstructing mea,'3ures adopted for the
cOll1rnon defence; as the suffering, senrile, spurned attend-
ance 011 a passing camp, the fate of parricides, who have
joined the adversary, must deter a1l but the mad from
repeating tbe experiment; and the recent epistolary lament-
ations of disappointed refugees* extorts the poet's cry,

" Ye .gods! if there be a man I hate, let attendance and
dependance be his fate:" as this day's speetadet of
wretched deluded objects, the ruined exiled grovelings,
spued out from a sister State, is a serious waming to per-
sons sportingwith the feelings of an whole continent, be
they whom, where, or what they may, and the Worcester
jail fiJled with tbe same engaging geniuses, will remain a
standing memento of future dangers to the unfriendly; as
the Congress for the continent have supposed that there
were some from weakness deceived, others from apprehen-
sions that British power was irresistible, fi'igbtenerl into
opposition, and have recommended such as subjects for
kmdness, reason, and reformation; as the privilege of
repent}ng is one of the most precious indulgences incident
to errmg mortals, and when attended with an amendment
of principle and practiee is happy for the man, useful to
society, and pleasing to Heaven; as. some of the sus-
peeted are loud in proclaiming their affeetiQn for their
country, their grievances from a disarmed con6ncment, and
their readiness for exertions in the o-eneral strucrrrle' as
early in the dispute, when the expedie~cy of meas~~es'was
the topick of the day, possibly a mere difference in opinion
\Vasthe too slender grounds of some hasty suspicions, and
a ~ubsequent eh?nge of sentiment and conduct may have
laId the foundauons for forgiveness and friendship, which
are equally Christian and political duties; as an Army,
potent en?ugh to have marie all Europe tremble, and a
fleet sufficICntly fiery to have set the seas on flames, have
been able in a summer's campaign only to effect the pos-
session of lines deserted .from policy, a few e\'acuated
to\\"ns, the retreat of a pICket guard, and tbe rout of an
advanced detaehment, or a ramblina party, by the weicrht
of solid columns and heavy artillery, tbe timorous and fhe
doubting must bave beeome courageous and resolved: As
the disaffected from principle have not now tolearn from
the enemy's not attacking OUt' main Army, or ~ffec:ing a
progress into tbe country, from their hugging tlw borders
of the ocean under the cover of their hQstilearks, that the
conquest of America is an event never to be expected:
As under such eirclImstances, joining the regulars would
be perpe~lIal exile, po\'e~.ty, slave~y, and death, and coop-
eratmg with fi'eemen, WIth Amencans, would be rational,
manly,triumph,freedom,andglory: As the presentslrllO'ole
is bottomed on sueh princip1es as ought to make every ~oan

a party, and the limes is hastening when there can be no
neuters, no drones in the hives: As the rc-strainino- an
Englishman to a single town is in derogation of co~mon
right, depriving him of his arms, an infraction on liberty,
and record~ng.him a Tory, sta'?pi,ng him witl~ infamy, and
cannot be Justified but upon pfll1clples of pubbck uecessity:
As a preparation for war is a duty enforced by the laws of
our being, and the weapons of death are necessary for the
preservation of our own and the lives of our nei"hbours
that the deceiver and tbe deceived, tbe tirnol'ol1s~nd tb~
obstinate, the dissembJerand the undersi"nino-, the abusive. .

~ ~

and the well-meaning, the ambiguous and the honest, may
all ha\'e a fu]], fair, and ample opportunity of lJ'ivin" full.
fair, and ample assnranees of their fi'iendship t~ indepen~
dencr, and tl!~ir readiness to assist and join their country-
men 111oppositIOn to both open and secret enemies: That
the discon~ented mal be disarmed of every objection, that
every bamer to theIr duty may be removed, and suitab1e
e~1?OUr~gement tendered; an~ finally, as more effectual pro-
VISlOn IS made, and now makmg, both for the restraint and
punishment of him who dares. to be a dangerous man, and
makes war upon the rights and interest of risinIT States

~ 0'
"Vide tbe late letters f,'om England.
t !.his day above one .hundred Tories passed through this town under

a nuhtary guard on their way to Exeter.

"
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either by avowed exertions or concealed machinations; and
as no good reason can be given for continuing the mere
existence of the resolve made by our predecessors afore~
said:

Therefore Resolvedj That it is inexpedient that the
resolution of the late Committee of this town, disarming
and confining a number of its inh.abitants, be any longer in
force; that such persons once more be put upon a standing
with the rest of their fellow-countrymen; that they be
aHowed the privileges of Englishmen, of fi'iends to their
country, of passing where and when they p]ease; until
they evidence by their conduct and behaviour a different
character; and tliat such as have arms in the possession of
the Committee may receive the same by making application
to :Mr. Baldwin, their Chairman.

2dly. Resolved, That it be recommended to all true,
firm, and tried fi-iends to their country, to endeavour to
convince persons of every degree, character, and complexion,
that the cause we are- engaged in is of too much dignity to
be sullied by rashness, too important, too seriously important,
to be weakened by tumult, divisions, and party strife; that
liberty receives strength and vigour from prudence and
consideration; that justice, equity, regularity, and, in some
instances, moderation ate her closest friends; that she
courts virtue as her bosom companion, and shuns vice as her
dangerous enemy;. and therefore equally a voiding feverish
fits of political heat and cold, banishing from their breast
all personal prejudices, private piques, narrow opinions,
illiberal distinctions, and unbecoming jealousies; displaying
a magnanimity proportional to the importance and danger
of the struggle, cultivating harmony of sentiment and una-
nimity of councils; and carefully distinguishing between the
friend and the foe; that it is wisdom (acting discreetly, firmly,
unitedly, and spiritedly) to receive all such to their favour,
friendship, and confidence, who will give ample and satis-
factory assurances of their readiness to join in the defence
of their l11ucb-injured country, and their steady persevering
attachment to her glorious cause, at the same time to
exercise a vigilant attention to those who continue notori-
ously in oppo~itiQn; those who secretly influence under the
principles of an affected neutrality, and those who may
labour to conceal themselves under tbe despicable cloak of
a cunning rIuplicity, if any such there be.

3rdly. Resolved, That it be recommended to the good
people of this town that they use their utmost endea VOlll'S
immediately to equip themselves with every implement of
war, as the necessary means of defence from a foreign
attack, or an internal insurrection.

Per order of the Committee of Correspondence, Inspec-
tion, and Safety, of lVorcester.

NATHAN BALDWIN, Chairman.

also for said accounts. And the inhabitants are further
informed that a schedule is delivered the said Committee,
containing the method in which they are to proceed in ascer-
taining the same.

The heads of each column being as follows:
Column I. Names of the sufferers, and of the publick

buildings destroyed, or otherwise damaged.
Column 2. Number and value of dwelling~houses, and

other buildings, wholly destroyed.
Column 3. Expense of repairing dwelling-houses, wharfs,

and other buildings, partly destroyed.
Column 4. Expense of repairing the meeting-houses, and

other publick buildings, made use of as barracks, &c.
Column 5. Damages sustained in lands on tbe Neck,

Common, and where their WOl'ks were erected, and the
fences in every part of the town. '

.

Column 6. Value of household furniture destroyed, dam-
aged, 01'carried away, by the officers and others, as appears
by attested accounts lodged with the Committee.

Column 7. Number and value of vessels and car"oes
seized and taken.

0

Column 8. Value of stock, hay, grain, houses, and other
buildings, on the islands in the harbour, taken, destroyed, or
damaged.

Column 9. Value of merchandise, and other effects, taken
from the inhabitants, as per account of paiticulars.

Column 10. Value of salt thrown into the sea, liquors
stove, and other articles destroyed. .

Column 11. Yearly rent of dwelling-houses and other
buildings occupied by the officers, or improved as barracks,
some of which were contracted for, and others taken by
force, and no rent paid by either.

Column 12. Yearly rent of houses occupied by the
inhabi!ants that removed out of town, many of which still
remain empty, as the occupiers are not returned.

Column 13. Number and value of arms taken from the
inhabitants, lodged in the State House, and destroyed, by
General Howe's orders.

Column 14. Va\ue of cannon and stores taken out of the
batteries, or destroyed, and the town's stock of powder.

Column 15. Charges of transporting furniture and families
into the country and back to Boston.

Column 16. Sum total of the losses and dam8ges.

SAMUEL DEXTER TO THE CLERK OF 'J'HE HOUSE OF REPRE-
SENTATIVES OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Woodstock, November 18th, 1776.

SIR: I hope1 shall not be thought chargeable with neglect
of the trust reposed in me, first by what was then called the

Provincial Congress, and afterwards by the General Court,
although I am not at present possessed of any of the letters
or other papers of the late Governour ~fIutchinson, and con-

l'>IEETINGOF INHABITANTS OF BOSTON. sequently amunable to comply with the orderof the honour-
At a meeting of the freeholders and other inhabitants of able House of the 4th instant, forwarded to me by Jonathan

Boston, at! ft[onday, the 18th of November instant, it was ftIetcalJ, Esq.
voted that the following Handbill be printed and deli\'ered When I came to this town, to visit my fumily, whom, at
to the inhabitants, for their government in giving in to the their irresistible importunity, I consented should remove
Committee an account of the damage they have received hither, it was not my determination to remain so long in this
from a savage enemy, viz: unsettled situation; but Providence so ordered it that the

The honourable Continental Congress and the General bodily disorders which forbade my taking a seat in the House
Assembly of this State having resolved that a just and well- of Representatives last year, increased upon me to that
authenticated account of the hostilities committed b\' the decyree that J ventured abroad but very lillIe durin" the
.MinisterialTroopsand Navy in America sinceIHarch, i775, gr:atest part of the following winter. 0

be collected, with proper evidence of the truth of the facts Before I came to this place I committed all the books and
related, the number and value of the vessels, inward and papers with which 1 had been intrusted to the care of the
outward bound, which have been seized by them, as near as Rev. William Gordon, of Roxbury, whom their Honours of
can be ascertained; also the stock taken by them Ji'om the the House well know to be a gentleman trustworthy and
different parts of the continent: The inhabitants of the to\\n patriotick. I-Ie still has them in keeping, and I purposed
of Boston are hereby notified, that Committees are appointed they should remain with him till my return to Dedham, with
for each Ward to ascertain the value of the buildings wholly my family, which I had made preparation for, and s!lould,
destroyed, and the expense of repairing such as were partly with submission to Providence, have effected some time in
destroyed; also to receive fi-om such persons as have been this month, had I not been prevented by the prevaJency of
sufferers, a particular account in writing, and on oath, of the small-pox, which I judged myself an unfit subject for
the losses and damages they have suffered, either in mer- under my present comp]aints. '

,

chandise, furniture, plate, money, or other personal estate. My expectation is that I shall return sOOt\i but in the
And those who have been sufferers by the Army or Navy mean time Mr. Gordon will cheerfully obey the-{Ji~ectjonof
are desired to get their accounts ready for the CorrlWittee on the honourable House, if applied to, by their order, fi)f any
or before the 10th of December next, when the C~rnittee papers that may be wanted. I have not at this distance of
will attend this business, and caJl upon the inhabitants for timt:'" perfect recollection of my seeing amonCO'them letters
the number and value of the buildings destroyed by them, from Colonel Israel Williams to Mr. Hutchins~n; although _

*
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I am inclined to think I did. One from the' latter to the
former I well remember to have seen in one of the books,
wherein he mentions" the Dedham Councillor" as writing
,. nonsense in the El'ening Post," (so he was pleased to call
it,) with a view to confute the reasoning in his Ibng speech
of January, 1773. Whether he was right in his conjcc,ture
or not, he knew I detested his principles of Government.
Alas that I ever should have been so much mistaken as to
entertain, though so long before that period, and but for a
short time, a favourable opinion of a man whom a1lAmerica
are bound to execrate.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
SAMUEL DEXTER.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE TO EXAMINE TWO TRUNKS AT

COLONEl. TAYLOR'S.

The Committee appointed to examine two trunks said to
be at Colonel Taylor's, at Milton, belonging to the late Gov-
ernoUl' Hutchinson, and to take the same into their safe-
keeping if any thing should be !ound th«;rein whereby the
interest of this Colony may be III any wIse affected, have
waited on Colonel Taylor, who informed your Committee
that he had several trunks in his possession brought from the
late Governour Hutchinson's house. He was willing to open
them, and that tIlI;ir contents should be fully examined, but
added, that a few days past a Committee from the House
had been there on the same erran.d, and had taken out of
his possession every paper which in their opinion in any
wise affect the interest of this Colony. That being the case,
your Committee thought it quite needless to inspect them.

B. LINCOLN. Per order.

IN COUNCIL, September 11th, 1775-Read and accepted.
P. MORTON, Deputy Secretar1l;

IN COUNCIL,September 6, I775-0rdered, That Colonel
Lincoln and Colonel Palmer be a Committee to examine
two Trunks, said to be at Colonel Taylor's, at ~Milton,
belon<rincr to the late Governour lIutchinson; and if they
shall °find therein any papers or other things whereby the
interests of thi" Colony may be in any wise affected, they
are to take the same into their safe-keeping until the further
order of this Board.

PEREZ MORTON, Deputy Secretary.

ABM. VAN BIBBER TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Se Eustatia, 19th November, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I have this day wrote you fully, and only
mean by this to advise ,You that I hav~ this day draw? on
you in favour of Captall1 Thomas Dallzng, payable at sIght,
for four hundred donars, which draft I flatter myself wiJl be
punctually honoured; and I am, with much esteem, gentle-
men, your most obedient servant,

ABM. VAN BIBBER.

Safety for the State ofThe bonomable the Council of
Maryland.

VAN BIBBER & HARRISON TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.
St, Eustatia, 19th November, 1776,

GENTLEl\[EN: I have by different opportunities lately
advised you of the change and turn that has taken place
here by Government in favour of the American States.

Now our fIacy flies current every day in the road.
The merchants here are always complaining of Govern-

ment until they would give as much protection and induJ-
genc; here to us as the French and Spaniards do. The
orders from the States and great West-India Company to
this Governour, for the prohibition of the export of powder,
and other warlike stores, expires the 28th instant. It's
made publick, and, the ~overnour is daily exp.ressing the
greatest desire and mtentlon to protect a trade with us here.
Indeed, they begin to discover .their mista!{e, and a!e now
very jealous of the French's r,unmng away with all their trade.
All kinds of goods and warlike stores are very plenty here,
and much more reasonable than they are at the French
Islands, and all your goods purchased here, and at ~ yery
great expe?se and risk too, th.ey are up to ~[artznzque,
to be reshipped to lIlaryland m your vessels as they aJI
arrive here.

Your flour, bread, and tobacco, js all sent down here to
be sold, as this is always the be5tmar~et for your produce,
especially tobacco, which Ihis is the only l1l<lrket for. All
these goods <Ire bmthened with a very heavy freight from
~[artinique here, and never fail to suffer great abuses on
tbe way; hogsheads broken all to pieces, and tbe .tobacco,
have loose ashore, &c., &c. Indeed, its lessened III value,
fiftyper cent. All this I have often mentioned in sundry
of my last letters to your honourable HOllse.

I have enclosed all my own pri\'ate aeCOlJnts by three dif-
ferent vessels. I hopeyou ha\'c roceivedsome of tbem, and
flatter myself they will be approvedof, as I must aSSIIl'e
YOll I never omitteddoing any thing that has ever been in
my power tbat could serve my country.

Sirs, on 1\11'.Crockett's arrival here, I intended to have
returned home, and left him to settle my aftairs here, but
my circumstances are sncb that our creditors would not
consent to my leaving this place until our debts are dis-
charged. I shall endeavour to content myself unti! it may
suit you to enable us to wind up wbat we have done for
our State here, and will render, every service in my power
during my stay; though I must inform you that I dislike
my station, and would be happy if it was to be in my
\10Wer to leave it very soon. I have endeavoured always
to encourage all the trade and speculations that was possible
to any [,art of the Continent, and particularly to our State,
as perhaps you have observed, and I bave engaged into
some concerns very largely in order to induce others to
speculate to our State, viz: in particular in, two ships
ordered to be purchasedin Baltimore, and load out from
there j one of them I engaged to be a fifth, and the other a
fourth concerned. This was purely to serve my country,
and my engageIT}ents otherwise will scarcely admit of my
bein" concerned. This I inform you of with an expecta-, 0 .
tlon that you would take the nsk, profit or loss, off my
hands. The plans of the voyages are good, and we will
attend to and see them well managed, &c.

:Mr. John Crockett is to return, and is the bearer of this.
He is weJlacquaintedwith all matters here that you may
wish to be advised of, and to him please to be referred.
Should he at any time want a sUm of money to execute
any ordershe may receive, I hopeyou will not hesitate to
let him have it, as I assure you, gentlemen, that he will
not call upon you for it, unless it is to execute orders that
he may receive from me or through my recommendation,
&c. I shall in future send my letters under cover to Mr.
Crockett, who win immediately wait on whomsoever you
may direct him to with them.

Our Mr. R. H. is at Martinique, and has lately des-
patched several of your vesselswith very valuable cargoes,
&c.

I am doing all I can to send home salt, and have borrowed
many large sums of money in order to join with merchants
here to hold part of their vessels and cargoes, to induce
them to send in sall. We never had any orders to join
your honourable House into partnership, or perhaps we
sbould have chose to interested you before ourselves.
Indeed, as the saying is, we are making one nail drive
another, and shoeing the horse, for when we we!"e able
to payoff one debt it gave us credit for twice as mllch,
which credit we always modestly made use of.

Captain Robertson, of the Continental brig Andrew
Doria, arrived here three days ago, and saluted the fort
with eleven guns. The sal ute was returned from the fort
with eigbteen-pounders, and the Captain most graciously
received by his Honour the Go~'ernoUl', and all ranks of
people. £t's esteemed bere by the first gentlemen a favour
and honour to be introduced to Captain Robertson. All
American vessels here now wear the Congress colours.
Tories sneak and shrink before the honest and brave
Americans here. Robertson aod his officers and crew
make so good an appearance in every respect, and such
good order observed, that it gives tbe greatest pleasure to
the friends of our States, and strikes the Tories with tel'l'our
and confusion.

Gentlemen, we have the honour to be, respectfully, your
very humble servants,

VAN BIBmm & HARRISON.

The honourable the Council of Safety for the State of
Maryland.

. ~-'::' ~==.~
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PATRICK HENRY TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

WilJiamsburg, November HJth, 1776.

SIR: Enclosed is a bond from Major Simms and his
securities, who are sufficiently able for duly accounting for
the recruiting money necessary to raise one battalion, of
which he is appointed Major.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient, humble
servant, P. HENRY, President.
The Hon. Mr. Hancock.

Know'all men by these presents, that we, Charles Simms,
of the County of Yohogania, James Wood, of the County
of Frederick, and Abraham Hite, of the County of Hamp-
shire afe held and firmly bound unto the Honourable John
Han~ock, President of the American Congress, to and for
the use of the American States, in the sum of twenty-
nine thousand six hundred dollars, to the which payment
well and truly to he made to the said John Hancock, his
executors, administrators, or assigns, in trust to and for
the use of the said States, we bind ourselves, our heirs,
executors, and administrators, jointly and severally, firmly
by these presents.

T
Sealed with our se~ls.'a~d dated this

ei"hteenth day of :;'ovember, Anno Domull 1/16.
°The cqndition .of the above obligation is such, that

whereas the said Charles Simms hath received a letter from
the Governour of Virginia to the Virginia Delegates in
ConO'ress recommendin<r to Conp-ress to advance to him,o , 0 ~
the said Charles S;mm$, fourteen thousand eight hundred
dollars, for bounfy money of one of the six additional
battalions to be raised in. Virginia: If, therefore, the said
Charles Simms shall receive the said money, or any part
thereof, and shall render a just account of what of the said
money he shaH disburse in the aforesaid service according
to order of the QQngress, and refund any surplus that may
remain in his hands, then the above obligation to be void,
or else to remain in ftJlI force. CHARLES SIMMS,

JAMES WOOD,

ABR'l\1 HITE.

Sealed and delivered in the presence of
ARCH'D BLAIR, Chairman.

ARCHER &. HARRIS TO MARYJ..ANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY.
Harford County, November 19th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: We have sent to Baltimore town amOl.!nt
of eivht hundred and sixty-five and three-eighths yards of
hemp linen, and deposited it with 1\11'. John Smith for
your order. Before it should be used agreeable to our en-
gagement with the. honOl-1rable Convention, we hope you
will order it .to b!} valued,. Enclosed we send you a bill
of what it cost us in manufacturing per yard, with the cost
of sending it to Baltl~more, without a farthing profit. Mr.
Smith will send it to you at Annapolis, should you require
it.

'We are, gentlemen, with the greatest respect, you most
obedient and very humble servants,

ARCHER & HARRIS.

To the honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.

JAMES TILGHMAN TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.
Colonel Tilghman's, November 19th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Your favo\lr of the 14th instant, notifying
my reappointment, and desiring that I would join the Board
as soon as possible, I received only this morning. Had it
reached me sooner I should have taken the earliest oppor-
tnnity of answering it, to obviate any inconveniences which
might arise /i'om the want of your full complement of mem-
bers.

The repeated honours I have experienced from the
Convention merit my warmest acknowledgments, and afford
agreeable testimonials of their approbation of my conduct
as a member of the Council; and I could wish it were still
in my power, without making too great a sacrifice, to remain
of that body , as the fullness of my gratitude would, per-
haps, be better manifested by a continuance in that depart-
ment than any professions I can make; but as that cannot
be effected unless under such circumstances as scarcel y lea ve
it optional to act or not, and in my opinion will justify a

temporary retirement with one who has been so long and
constantly engaged in the service of the publick as I have,
I am obliged, however reluctant]y, to decline a further
continuance, and to request you to accept this as my resig-
nation. When I was last in company with the President
of the Convention, I desired that he would do me the
favour to signify to them the impracticability of my remain-
ing longer at your Board, and to request for me that I
might not be in the nomination; but I presume, as I am
in, it escaped his memory from the hurry of business, and
was not intimated to them. I am persuaded if it had been
they would have dispensed with my acting any longer in
that station, and cheerfully indulged me with the recess,
which I am now constrained to take.

I ha~'e the honour to be, most respectfully, gentlemen,
your obedient, humble servant, J TAS. ILGHMAN.

The honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.

BOARD OF WAR TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

War Office, November 19th, 1776.

SIR: I am directed by the Board of War to inform your
Excellency that they have given orders for the immediate
collection of all the prisoners in New-Jersey, Pennsylvania,
and those in the more southern States. They are to be
sent to Fort Lee, agreeable to your Excellency's desire;
but a considerable time will elapse before the whole can
possibly arrive. There are a great number in Virginia,
whose journey will be long. BUt perhaps it may be better
that their arrivals at Fort Lee should happenat different
times, lest their too great numbers might be disadvanta-
geous.

It would be much better if your Excellency could be
furnished with lists of all the prisoners, that you might at one

view be enabled to settle the arrangement of the exchange;
but although frequent attempts have been made by the
Board to obtain such lists from the several States, their en-
deavours have hitherto been for the most part ineffectual.
Such accounts of prisoners as are in the possession of the

Board shall be sent, imperfect as they are.
Measures are taken to restore Major Stewart's servant,

Peter Jack. He was permitted to go to Princetown with
Doctor Witherspoon, who bas been wrote to on the subject
and desired to send the man to your Excellency at Hacken-
sack. Many prisoners have been desirous to inlist, and
some have been accepted in our service. Is it your opinion
that these people should return? or will it not be dangerous
for them so to do? The enemy have inlisted great numbers
of our people, who were prisoners, and it is but justice that
we should retaliate. Offers, however, from prisoners to
engage in our service have in general been refused.

1 have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, your
very obedient and most humble servant,

RICHARD PETERS, Secretary.

His Excellency General Washington.
.

P. S. An officer from camp informs that Fort Lee is
about being evacuated; if so your Excellency wilJ no doubt
alter the place of destination of the prisoners.

SAMUEL CHASE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, November 19th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I arrived here yesterday afternoon. I have
seen our Commissioners. Congress, in answer to the three
propositions from our State for raising our quota, have given
a copy of a resolve, relative to the Massachusetts-Bay, who
has, I am informed, offered thirty shillings a month extra
for the privates, in which Congressagt'ees to give twenty
dollars bounty to each soldier who will inlist for three years.
Our Commissioners are much distressed.

On Saturday last Generaillowe with his whole Army
surroundedFort Washington. We had two thousandmen
in the fort. There were two lines outside of the fort. A
large body of our men marched out to the further lines, and
sustained tbe attack with great bra very, until a party of the
enemy enclosed them within the first lines on the back of
ollr troops. Our forces then retreated into the fort, and soon
afterwards surrendered. It seems agreed here, that tbe fort
was injudiciously defended, and not with the bravery that
might have been expected from the officer, ColonellUagaw,
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who commanded, and the troops, which consisted of ~Magaw's
and Cadwalader's battalions, and a party of the Plying-
Camp, chiefly Pennsylvanians. If the fort ha~ held ou~ till
the morning, General Was!tington had expectatIons ofbrmg-
inO"off the men. Howe\'er, two thousand men could not, I
suppose, withstand an army of at least five times their nunl-
bel's. Thus we have lost two thousand of our best troops,
and some of our best officers, with provisions and stores for
four months.

Be pleased to send us the fOl'm of Government when
published. I write this in Congress.

Your obedient servant, SA~HJET.CHASE.

The honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland, An-
napolis.

,

RICHARD PETERS TO MARYLA~D COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

War Office, Philadelphia, 19th November, 1i76.

GENTLEMEN: An exchange of prisoners having been long
agreed upon, but prevented fro~ taking effe~t by the ~en-
cral's being constantly employed In counteractmg the desIgns
of the enemy, it is now desired that no longer delay may be
used.

General TfTashino-ton writes very pressingly for all prison-
ers of war to be sel~t to Fort Lee, in New-Jersey, addressed
to the care of General Greene, commanding officel' there.
You will therefore be pleased immediately to collect all the
British prisoners in the State of j}Iaryland, and have them
properly escorted to Fort Lee, th~t an equal n,urnb~r of our
suffering countrymen may be relieved from Impflsonment
and distress.

By order of the Board of War. .
I have the honour to be, your very obedient servant,

RICHARD PETeRS, Secretary.

Honourable Council of Safety, Maryland.

Be so good as to send lists of the priso.ners to the War
Office, with an account of all expenses Incurred by your
State on the score of prisoners. Please to have the officers
conveyed separate rrom t.he privates, am! let bo.th take a
route by which their com 109 through Phzladelphw may be
avoided,

[Same to honourab1e President and Counci1, De1aware,]

1\rE~JOR1AL OF MAJOR LAMB.

[Read November 29,1776. The General directed to include him in the
next exchange of prisoners.]

To the honourable Congress of the UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA:

GENTLEMEN: Although the enemy have, contrary to my
expectations, liberated me from the dre~ry hOl'rOl,u'sof a pri-
son and suffered me to return to my famIly and fnends, I am
still' subject to their power an~ control, liable to be called
upon to surrender myself a pl'l~oner whenever' they ple~se,
and restt'ainer! by the sacred ties of hono~r from drawmg
my sword again in defence of my country ~,Il exchang~d for
some officer of equal rank. E~tremely an~lOus ,to be rehe.ved

from this truly painful and disagreeable situation, I waited
on General Washington immediately after my arrival (j'Oln

Quebeck, earnestly soliciting his interest with your Honours
for that purpose; but as I. have.not yet heard th~~ SUC!1 an

event has taken place, OWlOg, I ImaglOe, to tbe Cl'lHcal situa-
tion of the two armies, I take the ]iberty to address your
Honours on that subject, humbly requesting that I may be
inclur!ed in the next exchanO"e of prisoners. And as I have
unfortunately been p're\'ented by the fate of war from vIking
up arms again this campai~n in support of t!1e freedo.m and
independence of the Amerzcan States,. and bemg consclou,s of
havinO" done no more than my duty 10 my former exdrtlons
for th~ publick good, I can ha ve no claim to your Honours'
particular attention! yet as I have been forme:ly honoured
with your approbation of my conduct, and a smgularmark
of your confidence by an appointment to the chief command

of the Artillery in the Nortl1crn Department, I flatter my-
self that I have not been neglected bX YOLlr Honours iu the
new arrangement of the corps of ArtIllery.

I have the honour to be, with every sentiment of grati-
tude, duty, and respect, gentlemen, your most obedient and
very bumble servant, JOHN LAMB.

Philade1phia, 19 November, 1776,

E. BIDDLE TO WILLIAM ATLEE.
Reading, November 19, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I take the liberty of troubling you in bopes
of rendering a service to some gentlemen prisoners here,

who by their unexceptionable conduct have acquired the
good will of the inbabitants here.

You will readily think that so great a number of prisoners
as are crowded in so small a place as this must subject them
to many inconveniences, especial])' as they almost all are at
housekeeping and must furnish themsel\'es. Two families
are particularly in want of servants, and unless it is inconsist-
ent with some instructions to or rule of your committee, I
should take it as a favour if you would tlse your influence
for John Linoch and John Fallis, (two soldiers,) with their
wives, to be sent here. Captain Anstrl,tt!tel' applies for the
former, Dr. Gill and Lieutenant &h()lts for the latter.
They find it difficult to get even wood cut, and the two latter
are ob]iged to cook for themsel Yes.

I have given myself and you this trouble from no motive
but that of humanity.

I am, sir, with great regard, your most obedient servant,
E. BIDDLE.

To William Atlee, Esq., Lancaster.

GENERAL WASHlNGTON TO THE PREsIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 23d.]

Hackensack, November 19th, 1776.

SIR: I have not been yet aule to obtain a particular
account of the unhappy affairof the 16th, nor of the terms
on which the garrison surrendered. The intelligence that
has come to hand is not so full and accurate as I could wish.
One of the artillery, and whose information is the mostdirect,
who escaped on Sunday night, says the enemy's loss was
very considerable, especially in the attacJ{ made above the
fort by the division of Ilessians that rnarr.hed from King's
Bridge, and where Lieutenant-Colonel Rawlings, of the late.
Colonel Stevenson's regiment, was posted. They burnt
yesterdayone or t\\'o houses on the heights and contirruous, 0

to the fort, and appeared, by advJCes from General Greene, to
be moving in tbe evening their main body down towardsthe
city. Whether they will close the campaign wiihout attempt-
ing something more, or make an incursion into Jersey, must
be determined by the events themselves.

As lort Lee was always considered as only necessary in
conjunctionwith that on the east sideof the river, to pl'eserve
the communication across and to prevent the enemy from a
fi'ee navigation, it has become of no importance by the loss
of the otber, or not so material as to emp]oy a force for its
defence. Being viewed in this light, aild apprehending that
the stores there would be precariously situated, their remo-
val has been determined on to Boundbrook, above Bruns-
wick, Princetown, Springfield, and Acquaykinac bridge, as
places that will not be subject to sudden danger in case the
enemy should pass the river, and which have been thought
proper as repositories for some of our stores of provision and
forage.

The troops belonging to the Plying-Camp, under Gen-
erals Iland and Beal, with w bat remains of General Erwin's
brigade, are now at Fort Lee, where they will continue until
the stores are got away. By the time that is effected their
term of inlistment will be near expiring; aod if the enemy
should make a push in thisquarter, the only troops that there
willbe to oppose 'em willbe Hand's, [laslel's, the regiments
fromVirginia, and that lately Smallwood's,the laHer greatly
reduced by the lossesit sustained on Long-Island, &c., amI
sickness. Nor are the rest by any means complete. In addi
tion to these, I am told there are a few of the Militia of this
State which have been called in by Governour Livz:ngston.
1 shall make such a disposition of the whole at Brunswick,
and at the interri1ediate posts,as shall seem most likely to
guard against the designs of the etJemy,and to prevent. them
making an irruption 01' foraging with detached parties.

The enClosed letter [r.om CoJonels Miles and Atlee will
show Congress the distressed situq~ion qf our prisoners in
New-York, and will become greater everyday by the cold
inclement season that is approaching. It will be happy if
some expedient can be adopted, by which they may be
furnished with necessary blankets and clothing. Humanity
and the good of the service require it. I think the mode
suggested by these gentlemen for establishing a credit appears
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as likely to succeed, and as eligible as any that occurs to
me. It is probable that many articles that may be wanted
can be obtained there, and upon better terms than elsewhere.
In respect to provisions, their allowance perhaps is as good
as the situation of General Howe's stores will admit of. It
bas been said of late by deserters and others, that they were
rather sr,ant.

By a letter from the Paymaster-General, of the 7th, he
says there will be a necessity that large and early remittances
should be made bim. The demands when the troops now
in service are dismissed will be extremely great. Besides,
the bounty to recruits will require a large supply; and he
adds, tbat the Commissary-General has informed him that
between this and the last of Decembel', he shall have occa-
sion for a rnillion of dollars.

~lst.- The unlJapPY affilir of the 16th has been succeeded
by further misfortunes. Yesterday morning a large body of
the enemy landed between Dobbs's Fary and Fort Lee.
Their object was evidently to enclose tbe whole of our troops
and stores tbat lay between the North and Hackensack rivers,
wbich form a very narrow neck of land. For this purpose
they formed, and marched as soon as tbey had ascended the
high grounds, towards the furt. Upon the first information
of their having landed and of their movements, our men
were ordered tomeet them; but finding their numbers greatly
superiour, and that they were extending themselves to seize
on the passes ove~ the river, it was thought prudent to with-
draw our men, which was effected, and their retreat secured.

We lost the whole Qf the cannon that was at the fort,
except two twel ve-pounders, and a great deal of baggage,
between two and three hundred tents, about a thousand
barrels of flour and. other stores. in the Quartermaster's
department. . This loss was inevitable. As many of tbe stores
had been removed as circumstances and time would admit
of. The ammunition had been happily got away. Our
present situation between Hackensack and Passaick rivers
being exactly similar to our late one, and our force here by
no means adequate to an opposition that will promise the
smallest probability of success, we are taking measures to
retire over tbe waters of the latter, when the best disposition
will be formed that circIJm.stances will admit of. .

By Colonel C(1dwalader, who has been permitted by
Generaillowe to return to his friends, I am informed the
surrender of the garrison on the 16th was on the common
terms as prisoners of war. The loss of the Hessians about
three hundred privates and twenty-seven officers killed and
wounded; about forty of the British troops, and two or
three officers. The Joss on our side but inconsiderable. I
beg leave to refel"you to him for a more particular account,
and also for his relation of the distresses of our prisoners.
Colonels ftliles and Atlee's letter, mentioned above, upon
tbis subject, was through mistake sent from bence yesterday
evening.. The mode of relief proposed by them was a credit
or supply of cash, through the means of Mr. Franks. This
seems to be doubtful, as he is said to be in confinement by
Colonel Cadwaladel', provided it would have been otherwise
practicable.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your
most obedient servant, .

G UT
_

o. n ASHINGTON.

P. S. Your favour of the 16th was duly received. My
letter to the Board of War on the subject of the return of
thr;: Waldecl.;ers, I presume you will have soon.

GE;.lERAL WASHINGTON TO .JOHN AUGUSTINE WASHINGT0N.

Hackensack, 19 November, 1776.

D.~AR BROTHER: At the White-Plains the enemy ad-
vanced a second time upon us, as if they meant a general
attack; but finding us ready to receive them, and upon such
ground as they cou]J not approach without loss, tbey filed
off and relUl'lled towards New- York. As it was conceived
that this manceuvre was made with a design to attack Fod
Washington, or to. tbrow a body of troops into the Jerseys,
or, what might be still worse, aim a stroke at PAiladelphia,
I hastened over to this side, with about five thousand men,
by a circuitous march of about sixty-five miles, which we
were obliged to take, on account of the shipping Ihat opposed
the passage at all the lower ferries. But I did not arrive in
time to take measures to save Fort TJ1asltington, though
here myself a day or two before it surrendered, which hap-

pened on the 16th instant, after making a defence of about
four or five hours only. We have no particular account of
the losson either side, or of tbe circumstances attendincr this
matter. The wbole garrison, after being driven fron~ the
outer lines, and returning within the fort, surrendered them-
selves prisoners of war, but have given me no account of the
terms. By a letter wbich I bave just received from General
Gl'eene at Fort Lee, I am informed that" one of the train'
of artillery came across the river last night on a raft. By
his account, the enemy have suffered greatly on the north
side of Fort Washington. Colonel Rawlings's regiment
(late Hugh .'S'tephenson's) was posted there, and bebaved
with great spirit. Colonel frlagaw could not get the men
to man the lines, otherwise he would not have given up the
fort,"

This is a most unfortunate affair, and has given me areat
mortification; as we have lost not only two thousand "'men
that were there, but a good deal of artillery, and some of the
best arms we had. And what adds to my mortification is,
that this post, aftel' the last sbips went past it, was held con-
trary to my wishes and opinion, as I conceived it to be a
hazardous one; bUt, it ha ving been determined on by a full
council of General Officers, and a resolution of Conrrress
having been received strongly expressive of their desire "'that
the channel ~Jf the river, which we had been labouring to
stop for a long time at that place, might be obstructed, jf
possible, and knowing that this could not be done unless
there were batteries to protect the obstruction, I did not care
to give an absolute order for withdrawing the garrison, till I
could get round and see the situation of things, and then it
became too late, as the fort was invested. Upon the passjna
of the jast ships, I had given it as my opinion to General
Greene, under wbose care it was, that it would be best to
evacuate the place; but, as the order was discretionary, and
his opinion differed from mine, it unhappily was delayed too
long, to my great grief; as I think General Howe, considering
his army and ours, would have had but a poor tale to ten with-
out it, and would have found it difficult, unless some southern
expedition may prove successful, to reconcile the people of
England to the conquest of a few pitiful isTarids, none of
which were defensible, considering the gl'eat number of their
ships, and the power tbey have by sea to. surround and
render them unapproachable.

It is a matter of great grief and surprise tome to find the
different States. so slow and inattentive to that essential busi-
ness of levyjl~gtheir quotas of men. In ten days fromthis
date, there wIll not be above two thousand men, if that
number, of the fixed established recriments on tbis side of
l!udson's river to oppose Howe's ~vbole army, and very
httle more on the other to secure the Eastern Colonies
and the important passes leading tbrough the Highlands to
Albany and the country about the lakes. In short it is
impossible for me in the compass of a letter to give yo~ any
idea of our situation, of my difficulties, and of the constant
perplexities and mortifications I meet with, derived from the
unhappy policy of s~lOrt inlistments, and delaying them too
long. Last fall or wlllter, before the Army, which was then
to be raised, ",:as set. about, I repr~sented in c1ear and explicit
terms the evils whIch would anse f!"Omshort in]istmt)nts
the expense ~!]ich must attend the raising an army e~'ery
year, the futilIty of such an army when raised; and, if I
had spoken with a prophetick spirit, I could not ha ve foretold
the evils with mor~ accuracy than I did. AI,I the year since,
I have been pressll1g Congress to delay no tIme in enaacrina

I Id "
'" '" <>

men upon suc 1 terms as wou II1sure success, telling tbem
that the longer it was delayed the more difficult it would
prove. But the measure was not commenced till it was too
late to be eftected, and tben in such a manner as to bid
adie.u to every hope of getting an ~rmy, from which any
services are to be expected; the dIfferent States without
regard to the qualifications of an officer, qual'relJi~cr abollt
the appointments, and nominating sllch 1\Saie not 6t to be
shoe-blacks, from the local attacbments of this or that mem-
ber of Assembly.

I am wearied almost to death with the retrocrrade motion
of things, and I solemnly protest that a pecuni~ry reward of
twenty thousand pounds a year wou!dnot induce me to
undergo ~vl~at.I do; .and afler all, perhaps! to lose my char-
acter, as It IS ImpossIble, under such a varIety of distres,ina
circumstances, to condurt matters agreeably to pUblick
expectation, or even to the expectation of those who employ
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me, as theY\'irill not make proper allowances for thediffi-
culties their Own errors have occasioned.

I am glad to find by your last letter that your family are
tolerably weJl recovered from tbe indisposition they laboured
under. God grant you all health and happiness. Nothing
in this world would contribute so much to mine as to be
once more fixed among you in the peaceable enjoyment of

.my own vine and fig-tree. Adieu, my dear sir; remember
me affectionately to my sister and the children, and give my
compliments to those who inquire after your sincerely affec-
tionate bl'Other.

GENERAL LEE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Camp, November 19t~, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: The recommendation of Gen. Greene
which you transmitted to me, threw the officers to whom
I communicated it into so great a flame of discontent, that
I ventured, notwithstanding your orders, to besitate. . They
accused him of partiality to his connexions and townsmen,
to the prejudice of men of manifestly superiour merit; in-
deed, it appears from tbe concurrent testimony of unbiased
persons, that some of the subjects he recommended were
wretched; in short, I was so stunned with their clamour that
I delayed till the arrival of the Committee, for which I ought
to ask your pardon, but at the same time think the delay
has been salutary.

My objections to moving from our present post are, as I
observed before, that it would give us the air of being
fi'ightened; it would expose a fine fertile country to their
ravages; and, I mQst add, that we are as secure as we
could be in any position whatever. We" are pretty weJl
disencumberedof our impediments,which I propose de-
positing on or about Crumb Pond, which, (though I confess
.I have not reconnoitered the place,) from its situation, must
be full as safe, and is much more centrical than Pet!kskill.
If on further examination it has any material disadvantages,
we can easily move from thence. As to ourselves, (light
as we are,) several retreats present themselves. In short, if
we keep a good look out, we are in no danger; but I must
entreat your ExceJlency to enjom the officr.Jrs posted at
Fort Lee to give us the quickest intelligence if they observe
any embarkations of troops in the North River.

Our scouts are of late grown more vigilant, and make
prisoners. The Militia,accordingto their laudable custom,
would not stay a moment beyond thei"r usual time. Oh,
General, why would you be over-persuaded by men of
inferiour judgment to your own? It was a cursed affair.

Yours, most aftectionately,
CHARLES LEE.

To His Excellency General TYashington, Hackensack.
P. S. The returns of the soldiers of the different regi-

ments,now in the hands of the enemy, according to the
mode you require, are not yet made out, but will soon, and
sh all be sent.

GENERAL GEORGE CI.INTON TO ROBEttT YATES.

Peekskill, November 19th, 1776.

DEAR Sat: I am favoured with yours of yesterday,
in answer to which I can only say that the two lists of
officers, to wit: that of Colonel Dubois's regiment, which
I enclosed to l\rr. Duer, and the one which your Secretary
copied yesterday, contain the names of all the officers under
the degree of Field-Officers in my brigade, who I can at
11resentrecommend for the standing army, and I believe
inany of them, were they appointed, would not accept.

I have no Ensigns in my brigade. I have some good
Sergeants, but bow well qualified for a higher office I can't
answer,nor do I km)wwhether they would incline to con-
tinue in tbe service. I hope. I have no officer now above
a Second Lieute'nant who would accept of a second lieu-
tenancy in the' standing forces. If I am so unhappy as
to have recommended any such, be a'ssured I have been
deceived in the men. Do, if there are any such, be good
enough to strike them out of my list. There is a certain
young Mr. SamuelHunt, sonof Captain Hunt, near New-
Rochelle, who I have had occasion to employ on Long_
Island this summer. He is very sensible, active, faithful,
and well educated; I believe he would accept of a second
lieutenancy, and I wish it offered him.

James Duboys, son of lUatthew Duboys, of New- Wl:ndsor,

was named as a Second Lieutenant in Duboys's regiment.
He had a brother a Captain in the service last year, who be-
ha\'ed well and is since dead. I believe it would answer to
appoint him. The men who were with his brother would
incline to inlist with him. Many other young fellows in the
country may be found who will answer, and incline to serve,
but I don't at present recollect their names.

I am your mQst obedient servant,
GEO. CLINTON;

To Robert Yates, Esq.
Since writing the above, Colone] Graham and Swart-

houdt have furnished me with the following namesof per-
sonsfor Second Lieutenan,t,to wit: Quartermqster'George
j}lorellOuse; Second Lieutenant Ebenaer Mott; Second
Lieutenant Benjamin Bogardus; Second Lieutenant
Lawrence; Second Lieutenant Ostrander; Secpnd Lieu-
tenant William Bunshooten; Second .Lieutenant,
Horton.

I can't conclude without mentioning, as my opinion, as
well as that of most of our principal Qfficers,. that the
acceptance of the officers I have recommended, should
they be appointed, as well as the raising of rTIen out of my
brigade, will much depend on the Field-Officers who may
be appointed; and from Colonel Dubois'$being Q)1nexedto
my brigade, and having served with many of them last year,
I am convinced they have strong attach/nen~s toward him,
and believe him to be a good officer. '

JOHN S. EUSTACETO GENERAt.SULLIVAN.
Head-Quarters, North-Castle, 19th November, 1776.

SIR: -I am directed by General Lee to request (as he is
going this morning to the Saw-Pits) that you wi]] act in
his stead till he returns, and give the necessary orders for
your division. .

In any thing respecting Tories, that you will act accordinG"
to your own discretion.

. 0

I am, sir, respectfully, yours,
JNO. S. EUSTACE, A. D. Camp.

Major-General Sullivan.

COLONEL RUFUS PUTNAM TO GENERAL WASJIINGTON.

Peekskill, Noyember 19th, 1776.

SIR; Since your Exce]]ency left this place I have been
to Anthony's Nose, and I believe there is no danger of the
enemy's attempting to possess it, nor will ii be necessary
we should occupy it. I have also been a tour up Peeks-
kill Hollow, about eleven miles northeastward, then through
the Highlands into the Hshkill country and down to the
North River, then returned by the post road, which 1 found
to be good; but tbe pass I went up in for ten miles no
carriage can possibly get through; and a few men in a
short tilUe will make it impassqble fOI'a horse. About
four miles further east is another passthrough the mountains,
but I am il1formed by good authority it is much worse than
the last-mentioned one. I am told there is another pass
about twenty miles from the Peekskill landing, leading -
fi'omBedford through the Highlands, which is said to be a
good road. I mean to see it as soon as possible. I am
fully convinced your Excellency will find it necessary to
keep a post at Croton's bridge,which if you design,some
care should be taken of building barrack and store there.
I lIIean to get a general knowledge of the country as far
east as Horse-Neck, and northward through the Highlands,
a draft of which, as soon as possible,I shall forward,not
waiting for an actual survey, as that will take up much
time.

I am your ExceJlency's most obedient, humble serv:ltlt,
RUFus PUTNAM.

To his ExceJlency General Washington.

GENERAL HEATH TO COLONEL VAN CORTLANDT.

Peekskill, November 19th, 1776.

DEAR SIR; A safe repository for a considerable quantity
of military stores is much wanted at or near Fishkill. If
you can find such an one, and put Cotonel Cheever, the
Commissary of ArtiJlery Stores, in possession of it, you will
greatly serve the pub]ick cause, and ob]ige your most
obedient, and very humble servant,

\V H. EATH.
Colonel Van Cortlandt.
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GENERAL HEATH TO DR. MORGAN.

Peekskill, NQvember 19th, 1776.

SIR: There are at this three brigades of troops, besides
the garrisons of the forts lJfontgomery and Constitution,
making in the whole upwards of five thou5and men, and
neither general hospital, or surgeon belonging to the general
hospitaJ, at the post. The morning that his Excellency
General Washington left this place, I mentioned to him tbe
case of the sick. His Excellency replied that he intended
to have mentioned the sick, but tbat it had slipped his
memory, and that I must apply to you.

The daily complaints from the Colonels of the several
regiments in the division, of the sufferings and distresses of
their sick, renders it my indisp!'nsable duty to apply to you
for assistance and relief, which I desire you would afford
immediately, as the neglect of the sick will prove very pre-
judicial to the inlistment of a new army.

I am, dear sir, yours affectionately,

Doctor Morgan.
W. HEATH.

GENERAL COURT MARTIAL.

At a General Court Maltial, held near Peekskill, in the
State of New- York, by order of Major-General Heath, on
the nineteenth day of November, Anno Dom. 1776, Colonel
Pawling President, William Willcocks Judge-Advocate.

Members.
Lieut. Colonel Moulton, Captain lIyet,
Major Van Renselaer, Captain Hyet,
Captain Darby, Captain Hermanse,
Captain Barns, Captain Wood,
Captain &ott, Captain Delavan,
Captain Wool, Captain Swartwout.

John Rinchart, of Captain Smith's company, Colonel
Swartwout's regiment, charged by Captain Little with having
abused the General (General Clinton meaning) at his door.

Captain Little testifies that he saw the prisoner in at
Mandevil's; that he was very drunk; that he was very press-
ing for liquor, and seemed to give entertainment to the
company. That he afterwards saw him at the door paw-
ing the General, as though he wanted to speak to him;
that the General pushed him down and ordered him under
guard.

The Court adjudge the prisoner not guilty of any abuse.
David Brown, John Hussey, Justice Waistcot, and John

Elliot, of Captain Cronk's company, Colonel Thomas's
regiment, charged with desertion.

The prisoners on their arraignment severally plead Not
guilty.

Captain Cronk, being duly sworn, deposeth, that the
prisoners went away without leave. That they were all
unwell at the time; that they returned voluntari]y to the
regiment; that they have always been particularly staunch
friends to the cause of America, and that they are very
good.soldiers.

Roger Bussell, for Justice Waistcotand John Hussey,
testifies that they were unwell and unfit for duty during the
whole time of their absence; and that he had been sent for
to attend Brown, but did not go.

The Court adjudge the prisoners guilty of having left their
company without permission. B~t considering that they
appear to have been very good soldIers, and closely attached
to the interests of this country, only sentence them seve-
rally to forfeit one haJf a month's pay; said moneys to be
applied as directed in and by the fourth ~rtjcle of war,
sixth section.

William Bqntly, of Captain King's company, of the
Twenty-First Regiment, charged with desertion.

The prisoner on his arraignment pleads Not guilty.
Lieutenant Albert, of Captain King's company, testifies,

that the prisoner had been in the wagon service by permis-
sion; that he was dismissed from it; that he did not join his
company till a month afterwards.

The prisoner, on his defence, confessed that he had de-
serted from Captain King',y company.

The Court find the prisoner guilty. The Court sentence
the prisoner to receive, thirty-nine lashes on the bare back.

. LEVI PAWLING.

I do approve of the foregoing sentences.
_ W. HEATH, Major-General.

FIFTH SERIES-VOL. III.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO TJ1E PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
.

[Read 28th.]

Saratoga,N ovember 19th, 1776,

SIR: I am this moment honoured with your fa vour of the
9th, continued to the 18th instant, enclosinO' sundry resolu-

tions of Congress. "
I am greatly obliged by the leave Congress has granted

me to repair to Philadelphia. I shallhowevernot make use
of i~ until ev;ry .matter in this department that may require
my mterventIon IS completely settled.

The Legislature of the iJ'Iassachusetts-Bay doubtless
meant to promote the service when they made so capital
an addition to the pay of the men to be reinlisted. It has,
however, unfortunately already had a contrary effect, and
almost altogether prevented recruitin<Jon the Continimtal
aJlowance. The Committee for tha~ State have already
been at Ticonderoga, and I am informedby gentlemen
from thence that the arrangement of officers is already made,
and many men engaged on the terms they offered. I am
nevertheless in hopes that the resolution of the 12th instant
permitting inlistments for three years only, will in a grea~
measure prevent all the bad consequences of that unhappy
measure,

The l\1iliti~, besides the great quantity of provisions they
consumed whilst they were to the northward, distressed us
still more by bringing away with them every carria<Jeem-
ployed ill transporting provisions from Fort Edward toFort
Georg,e and Fort Ann, so that ollr troops have been one
day without floUl', although we had it in great quantities at
Fort Edward, from whence I returned last night. I hopeby
Sunday next to have near two thousand barrels of flour at
the north end of Lake George and Ticonderoga.

The ~e,nnsylvania and New-Jersey regiments, whose
terms of mhstment ,,:as expired, ,are on the way to Albany,
from ,whence th:y wlIl,go down III sloops, and, if necessary,
remam some tllne WIth General Washington. Colonel
Stark's and Colonel Poor's regiments, with that lately be-
longing to Brigadier Reech, (the three amount to about five
hundred men,) came across Lake George yesterday. They
were sen~ for to ~1arch into Tryon County, in consequence
of some mformatIon I had from two Indians who had left
General Cadeton's Army, which I afterwards discovered to
be without foundation. Two of the regiments I have left at
Fort George, to forward on the provisions, and the third
will ,ta,k,e up their quarters in the, barracks here, until every
POSSibIlItyof tl?e enemy s returnmg to Ticonderoga is van-'
Ished, after which I shalI be uncleI' a necessity of permittinO'
them to return to their respectiveColonies,without which th:
officers declare they wilI not be able to complete their regi-
ments.

I think it would be well if ConO'ress was to order the
different States to send up the new:raised men the soonest
1?0ssible, that Ticonderoga and the other parts might be re-
lieved befme the term of inlistment expires of those t!'Oops
that are to garrison them, and that we may have a body of
troops, at hand should the enemy attempt an expedition in
the winter.

Enclose lOU a copy ?f an inte:cepted letter from a iJ'Io-
hawk, at ~zagara, to hIs brother IIIthe iJ'Iohawk country.
. I sb.allorder to tbe va]ue of about fifteen hundred pounds,
III Indwn.goods, to J[ort Stanwix, to be there disposedof at
such a pflce as to give no umbrage to the Indians, and that
the States may not I~se ~bove four hundred pounds upon
t~em; and I hOl?e this will do as well as making them a
direct pr:sent, which would probably amount to treble that
sum, besIdes the enormous expense of maintaininO' them at
Albany. 0

, General Gates is momentlyexpected here. On his aT-
!'IvaI I shall do myself the honour to advise you what troops
are left to gan'ison the different posts.

I am, with the most respectful sentiments, sir, your most
obedient, humble servant,

PH. SCHUYLER.

A true copy of .a Letter wrote by AARON KANONARON, a
MO,H~WK. Cluef from NIAGARA, to his brother DAVID,

1'eszdzng m the lower MOHAWK village.

I write this day, 28th October, 1776. You shall now be
informed of our situation this waX; for which purpose we
send back KarIJah (a y?ung Moha1;Vk so called) from Nia-
gara, and I wish we mJght be certIfied what you are doinrr

~
0
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your way. Our eyes are fixed upon Canada. The com-
mand of the Governour there determines our conduct, but
we are assured he is well disposed. He will not punish such
as are behindhand of others in coming in or joining them,
and although you reside in the midst of Bostonians you are
loved by all the Britains and by all the different nations
of Indians. It is only expected of you that you do not take
an active part with tbe Bostonians while you reside in the
midst of them. The only reason why they don't arise this
way and destroy all around you, is your situation, viz: resi-
ding in the midst of Bostonians. The Indians universaIJyare
firmly united with you on the King's side. The Cherokees
are of your sentiment. Let this strengthen your minds with
the disposition of the Governour of Canada. He purposes
in the first place to take possession of Ticonderoga and this
way, and then New- York. They are to meet in Albany;
then the Indians, one and aIJ, are to proceed and make their
way thither. I hope no misfortune will befaJl you in the
mean time. These are all the important matters I have
now to communicate. Let these sentiments possess your
minds, my younger brothers, and be assured of their taking
place. I must however observe, at our grand meeting at
Niagara, consisting of Ottawas, Chippaws, and others, with
some of the Six Nations, many of the Indians were discour-
aged by disappointments. They were eager to rise and
fall upon the frontiers, but the commander would not con-
sent to it, solely on account of your situation, being sur-
rounded by Bostonians. In this God has mercifully spared
us, especially my country (tbe Mohawks.) This conduct
of our commander I attribute to the Divine disposal. Let
Colonel Butler re~ejve many thanks from you for his friendly
administration. He is well, and the one tbat is with him.
[The Indian does not specify whether the one here men-
tioned be the commander or some other.]

Let no offence be taken that I don't return as soon as
expected. The commander will not part with me. I am
of great service to him.

AARON KANORRARON.

Fort Schuyler, lith November, 1776. Translated by
S. KIRKLAND,Missionary.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PIERRE VAN CORTLANDT.

Saratoga, November 19th, 1776.

SIR: I am honoured with your favour of the 8th instant,
nnd am greatly obliged by the measures taken to furnish the
stoves. Should no sheet-iron be sent to Mr. Patrick, in
consequence of your application to the commanding officer
at Peekskill, I wish him to be directed to make the £1001'-
hinges and latch, as r can have them completed here, expect-
ing a sufficiency of sheet-iron from New-Jersey, both for
that and for the pipes.

I am just advised that Colonel Wigglesworth, who went
.with a flag to General Carleton, is returned, and he brings
assurances that tbe enemy are retir~d into winter quarters;
we are doing the Same.

r am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient, bumble
servant, PH. SCHUYLER.
Pierre V. Cortlandt, Esq., Vice-President, &c.

COLONEL WOOD TO GENERAr~ GATES.

Ticonderoga, November 19, 1776.

SIR: This will be delivered you by Captain Bayard,
who has command of the recruiting party. Him you will
please to supply with what money you shall think necessary
for his purpose. Should be glad you would send me an
order on the Paymaster for money, to recruit at this place.

Your Secretary, Mr. Clajon, has the papers relative to
Captains B:eslau and Huling, mentioning their being unfit
for the service.

r should be much obliged to you for leave of absence, in
writing.

I shall not think of leaving tbis place until matters are
settled with respect to the enemy's corning, and my regi-
ment provided for. Then should be glad to join the recruit-
ing parties at Philadelphia, to provide the recruits with
necessaries. Weare all quiet here. If any thing material
occurs I shall not fail to communicate it. Interim, remain,
sir, your most obedient, humble servant, Jos. WOOD.

GOVERXOUR COOKE TO MASSACHUSETTS ASSEAmLY.

Providence, November 19th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I enclose you a copy of a letter from Major-
General Lee, which I received last night. As the contents
are very important, I have no doubt of your paying the
greatest attention to it. I have to request your Honours to
give the necessary orders to the Militia in the southern part
of your State to march to our assistance, in case of an attack,
with all possible expedition, and for giving such other aid
as shall be necessary.

.

This letter will be delivered you by Captain Topham,
one of those brave men who were taken prisoners at Que-
beck.

I am, with every sentiment of esteem and respect, your
Honours' most obedient and humble servant,

NICH'S COOKE.

General Court lYlassachl.'setts-Bay.

Camp North-Cast]e, November 14th, 1776.

DEARSIR: There is no doubt of a considerable force
being embarked or about to embark in Staten-Island. They
give out that South- Carolina is their place of destination;
but as it is not impossible or improbable that they have some
designs against Rhode-Island, either on a pillaging scheme
or perhaps with a view of establishing winter-quarters for a
part of their troops, as they find themselves straitened at
New- York, I think it my duty to apprise your Honour of
their preparations, that you may be upon your guard, either
by removing your stock, fortifying yourselves, or in short by
taking such measures as your wisdom shall dictate for the
welfare of America and your particular security.

I beg my respects to the gentlemen of your Council, to
the Province at large, and that you will personally be
assured, that I am, dear sir, with the greatest truth, your
most obedient, humble servant, C LHARLES EE.

JOHN AVERY TO MESHECH WEARE.

Boston, November 19, 1776.

SIR: I am directed to transmit an authenticated copy
of a resolve relative to a Convention of the several States,
respecting further emissioos of paper currency, and for sup-
porting the credit thereof.

I am, sir, witb great respect, your Honour's most obedient,
humble servant,

Hon. Meshech Weare.
JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

In the House of Representatives, November 16, 1776.

Resolved, That the Honourable Tristram Dalton and
Aaron Orne, Esquires, with such as the honourable BOill'd
shall join, be a Committee to meet Committees from th~
General Assemblies of the States of Connecticut, New-
Hampshire, and Rhode-Island, at Providence, in Rhode-
Island, the tenth day of December next, provided said
Assemblies think proper to appoint such Committees, then
and there to hold a conference respecting further emissions
of Paper Currency on the credit of any of said' States;
also on measures necessary for supporting the credit of the
publick Currencies thereof: And the said Committee (if the
Committees of the other Stat~s so met agree thereto) be
empowered to, communicate to the other United States of
America the intention of their Convention, and mge that
some measures be taken by them to the same purpose, and
to give liI~e information to the honourable the Continental
Congress, and propose to them whether the regulation of
the Currencies is not an object of necessary attention, and
to report as soon as may be.

And it is Ordered, That the Secretary immediately
transmit authenticated copies of the Resolve to the General
Assemblies of tbe several States aforementioned.

Sent up for concurrence:
J. WARREN, Speaker.

IN COUNCIT"Novembel" 16, 1776: Read and concurred,
and Thomas Cushing joined on the part of the Board.

Consented to by the major part of the Board.
JOHN AVERY, Dep. Sec'y.
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NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMJ'tIlTTEEOF SAfETY TO GENERAL WARD.
State of New-Hampshire, in Committee of Safety, at Exeter, (

November 19, 1776. 5
SIR: Y Oll will find by the enclosed copy of a vote of

our General Assembly, No.1, that on the 11th June last
it was determined to raise a battalion on the Continental
establishment, agreeable to a resolve of the Continental
Con !Tress,and would then have pursued the measure had
not; requisition immediately followed to raise two battalions
of Militia to recruit the Canada Army, therefore postponed
that matter until the Canada recruits were raised. In
September the affair was a!Tain taken up, as you will see by
the vote No.2, and offic~rs were appointed to in list the
men about four hundred of which have been raised amI on,

- - -

.

~

duty at our lines about two months. By hurry of b~smesg
in raising troops for New-York, and many otbercontmgen-
cies the sendin!T the names of the proposed persons for
field-officers to Congress has been omitted until now.

In behalf of the Committee, I am your humble servant,
MESHECH WEARE, Chairman.

Honourable General Ward.

COLONEL LONG TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Portsmouth, November 19, 1776.

GENTLEUEN: I am exceerlingly sorry to be obliged to
entreat your Honours to take into consideration the distresses
of the soldiers inlisted in the regiment under my command.
Before tbis time they expected to have received some
money to lay in their stores for the winter, &c.; and I
really expected to have got them some of the Pay~aster
for the Eastern department, to whom I sent, who smd he
could not pay any onless ordered by General Ward. But
upon application made to him, the messenger was answered
that he had no knowledlTe of us, therefore could not comply
with the request. If they cannot get any it is impossible
for me to get requisite duty done, I baving repeatedly told
them they would not be neglected.

I am, with due respect, gentlemen, your most obedient,
humble servant,

PIERCE LONG.
Honourable Committee.

or permission in that behalf first obtained from his Majesty
or bis Privy Council, upon pain of incurring and suffering
the respective forfeitures and penalties inflicted by an act
passed in the twenty-ninth year of his late Majesty's reign,
entit]ed "An act to empower his Majesty to prohibit the
exportation of Saltpetre, and to enforce the law for empower-
ing his Majesty to prohibit the exportation of Gunpowder,
or any sort of Arms and Ammunition, and also to empower
his Majesty to restrain the carrying coastwise of Saltpetre,
Gunpowder, or any sort of Arms or Ammunition." And
the Lords Commissioners of his Majesty's Treasury, the
Commissioners for executing the officeof Lord High Admiral
of Great Britain, the Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports,
the Master-General of the Ordnance, and his Majesty's
Secretary at War, are to give the necessary directions herein,
as to them may respectively appertain.

STEPH. COTTRELL.

CHARLES GRAHAM TO STEPHEN STEWARD.

Lower-Marlbro', 21st November, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Mr. Forbes was at court. He says he can
engage ten to twenty thousand pounds of beef, at the prices
you mention, three to three and a half pence, but it must
be for next week, as the people who have it will not feed it,
and witbout feeding the beef wilJ fall away now. He can-
not engage to cure it. You must send salt and casks to
take it away. Tbere is a good deal of pork in that neigh-
bourhood; some ask three shilJings, others say they will take
market price. If YOllwill give directions he will engage
that too. He has no one to assist in looking after the
curing of meat, and therefore any commission on tbe pur-
chase will not make it worth his while to undertake that
part of the business.

T. King carried your letter and the cash to Kinsey on
Tuesday night. Mr. Forbes had no inclination to go to
Virginia. I shaH be glad to hear from you, and you must
give Mr. Forbes notice to engage the beef.

Dear sir, your ready servant, CHARLES GRAHAM.

Mr. Stephen Steward, West River. .

MAJOR DEAKINS TO RICHARD RIDGELY.

Montgomery County, 2 November, 1776.

SIR: Samuel Wade j}lagmder, Captain, and James Wal-
lace, First Lieutenant, of a Militia company in the Twenty-
Ninth Battalion, having resigned their commissions, or rather
declining to act, the said company met and appointed John
Johnson Captain, Jesse Wilcoxon (who was before their
Second Lieutenant) First Lieutenant,and Abraham Young
Second Lieutenant. You wiH therefore please make out
their commissions,and send tbem per firstopportunity.

I am, sir, your very humble servant,
WILL. DEA~INS, Jun.,

Second ~lIIajorof the 1'wenty-Ninth Battalion.

To Mr. Richard Ridgely, Clerk of the Council of Safely,
Annapolis.

ORDER IN COUNCIL, (ENGLAND.)

At the Court at St. James's, the 20th day of November,
1776. Present, the King's Most Excellent Majesty in
Council.

Whereas the time limited by His Majesty's order in
Council of the 2] st of August last, for prohibiting the
exporting out of this Kingdom, or carrying coastwise,
Gunpowder,Saltpetre, or any sort of Arms or Ammunition,
will expire on the 23d of this instant November: And
whereas it is judged expedient that the said prohibition
should be continued for some time longer, except in tbose
cases where (for ~be benefit and advantage of trade, and
for the use and defence of ships trading to foreign parts,
and of the transports and victualling vessels employed in
his Majesty's service) his Majesty, by his several orders in
Council of the 13th and 27th of October, and of the 6th
and 22d of November,1775, of the 5th and] 9th of Feb- CAPTAIN STONE TO MARYLAND COITNCIL OF SAFETY.
ruary, and the 23d of August, and 25th of September last, Baltimore, 21st November, 1776.
has thought proper to permit and allow the exportation of, HONOURABLESIRs: Last ti,ne I had the honour to attend
and canying coastwise,Gunpowder, Saltpetre, Arms and your body, I took tbe liberty to represent the !Treathardships
Ammunition, under certain conditions and restrictions men- I should be under if my vesselshouldfall into the handsof
tioned in the said orders; his Majesty doth therefore, by the enemy, Ot'be lost by any casualty or stress of weather
and with the advice of his Privy Council, hereby order, in her passage to the West-Indies, or back. As I am in
require, prohibit, and command that no person or persons no manner secured, and as your Honours would not give
whomsoever (except the Master-General, Lieutenant-Gen- any security or satisfaction in case of loss,I was constrained
eral, or principal officers of the Ordnance for his Majesty's to apply to Baltimore County Court for a writ of replevin,
service) do, at any time during the space of three months, to endeavour to secure some indemnification. The writ of
to commence fi'omthe said 23d dayof this instant November, replevin was delivered to the Sheriff of thisCounty to serve'
presume to transport into any parts out of this Kingdom, in consequence of which he went to the Point where my brj~
or carry coastwise any Gunpowder, Saltpetre, or any sort lay, with intention to executethe writ, accompaniedby the
of Arms or Ammunition, or ship or lade any Gunpowder, appraisers and myself; when the Sheriff was most violently
Saltpetre, or any sort of Arms or Ammunition, on board opposed by Captain Martin, the crew, and othershe had
any ship or vesseJ,in order to tmnsporting the same beyond collected for tbe purpose, threatening to shoot, wound, or
the seas, or carrying the same coastwise, except in the destroy him or any other person who should come on board,
case:)comprisedwithin the aforementioned orders in Council although the Sheriff acquainted Captain l~lartin that he
of the 13th and 27th of October, and the 6th and 22d of was not to come on board in any ilJegal manner, but that
November, 1775, of the 5th and 19th of February, and the he had a proper writ of replevin issued forth of Baltimore
23d of August, and 25th of September last, without leave County Court. After the Sheriff bad delivered the vessel

,.,
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to me, by laying his hands on the gunwale, (which,~'as t.he
only manner he could make delivery,) Captain Martzn with
some others cast the vessel loose from the wharf, and carried
her into the str~am, at such a distance as put her out of my
reach, and still forcibly detains her. 1 therefore have
thought proper to inform your. Hono~1fs of the .whole
proceeding, and to request you wl~1permit no .P?rson It1If!1e-
diately under you to so grossly vIOlate the cIvil authort~y,
which you have declared should be held sacred and unvlo-
lated. As Captain Martin has in this instance in a most
daring manner opposed and pl~t at .defiance the ciyil autl~or-
ity, I hope yonI' Hononrs wIll g.Ive the most Immediate
and positive orders to him to de!Iver t?e vessel. to me, or
not suffer him to depart the Provmce wIth her wIthout IllY
consent until the matter is settled; and not in a manner
under y~nr own sanction countenance a proceeding of so
danO'f'Tous a nature. 1 repeat again that it much distresses
me "to have taken this course, and nothing but a view of
securing myself should ever have. compelled m~, as I saw
no other remedy, to secure myself In case of accident.

In hopes of your speedy and favourable answer, I have
the honour to be, with greatest respect, sirs, your most obe-
dient, humble sen'ant, W ILI,IA~ISTONE.

To the honourable the Council of Safety of the State of
ltlaryland, Annapolis.

P. S. Had I not been much indisposed I would have
done myself the honour to have attended you myself.

CAPTAIN NICHOLSON TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, November 21st, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I received yoms of the 17th yesterday,
and have now to iuform you that Mr. Turnbull returned
fourdays since from the Eastern-Shore, where he has been
detained by sickness. He thinks he will have the accounls
ready by Sunday or ltlonday next, when I shall certainly
come down to Annapolis with him to endeavour a settlement.
Mr. Turnbull left Purser Morris very ill behind him. Was
he here should bring him likewise; but as your suspicions
have alarmed me, I shall lose no time in endeavouring to
convince you I do not intend wronging the Province.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,
JAMES NICHOLSON.

'1 he honourable Council of Safety of Maryland, Annapolis.

CUMBERLAND DUGAN TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Thursday, November 21st, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The bearer, Captain Kelty, waits on you for
some canvas to make a foresail for the schooner Ninety-
Two, which sail we now find wanting. It is a very great
misfortUne for us a1l that this sail should be wanting, as it will
cause a detention .of two days longer to the vessel, and no
Jonger, as the sail maker says he'll engage to complete it
after he gets the canvas in less than two days.

The reason of this sail being now out of the way is
owing to the ship Defence, who took all the Ninety- Two's
sails a considerable time ago, on some occasion of putting
them with many other sails int? her gratings, and this sail is
somewhere mislaid that nobody can tell where. I hope this
stoppage will not. do much damage, Lei~g in hopes that. a
new foresail for tills vessel, whose other salls are all old, wIll

. answersomegood purposes; howeveram wi]]ing to make
an a]]owance for it that YOllmay think just and reasonable.

The last of the Ninety- Two's cargo left me last Monday,
being now entirely full. Her cargo is six hundred and
twenty barrels of flour, two hundred barrels bread, one
hundred and forty-six kegs fine bread, twenty hogsheads
tobacco, and about three thousand of your hogshead and
barrel staves, invoice and bill of lading of which shall render
you as soon as I get this foresail and the vessel away from
here. Captain Kelty has shipped some people, and I have
pllt in a man for mate, that should not a better man offer
send as master. This is a man whose family lives here, well
attached to the cause, but do wish for a more active smart
man; however, Captain Kelty says he seems to behave
exceeding well.

I am, gentlemen, in great haste, as the bearer waits while
I write, your most obedient servant, C. DUGAN.
To the honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.

HENRY HOLLINGSWORTH TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Head of Elk, 20th November, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: By Captain Norris I have sent you a
parcel of arms. As 'tis now a long time since 1 have heard
from Mr. Winters, I have made so free as to trouble your
Honours with them. Have sent the bin enclosed. I should
have been down to Annapolis 10ngsince, had not the ser-
vice, (which my whole time has lately been spent in) obliged
my stay here; but I hope in a few days to be so much at
liberty as to have the honour of waiting on your Honours,
and flatter myself of giving satisfaction, and also to receive
more liJIIinstructions relative to the large wan-pieces. Your
Honours will observe that I havehad two of them stocked;
one I thought fit to rifle, in order that you might form a
judgment which would answer your purpose best. The
musket-barrels are such as the last fifty I sent to Mr. Win-
ters, which he acknowledges are excellent. The bayonets
are as good as I can get made, after many changes and much
expense and trouble. The finishing of them has been
entirely out of my power, as it would require several filers
and an overlookel' to be with them, which I am by no means
equal to, as I have had half a dozen finished by a YOllng
man who ofters to undertake some, and have sent them for
your Honours' inspection among the two hundred. If they
win do, suppose I can have some finished. Am gOilig on as
usual with the large and musket-barrels and such bayonets
as those now sent.

And have the honour to be your Honours' most obedient,
humble servant, H H 0. OLLINGSW RTH.

To the honourable Councilof SafetyofMaryland, Annapolis.
P. S. The arms are left at lVIr.Rook's store.

Bill of Arms sent to the Council of Safety at ANNAPOI.IS,
by Captain NORRIS, November 20, 1776.

To 50 Musket Barrels. To 200 Bayonets,
12 large Wa1l-pieces, chambor'd,

To 1 large do. stocked, iron mounting,
To 1 large do. rifled, brass mounting.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO THE PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL
OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, NQvember 20th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I have it in charge from Congress to trans-
mit you the enclosed resolve, and to request your attention

to it. From the great importance of it in earrying on the
war against our enemies, I am persuaded you will take
immediate measures for complying with it in the most
effect1Jal manner.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient
and very humble servant, J H P

.
d tOlIN ANCOCK, rest en .

Honourable Council of Safety of Pennsylvania.
N. B. The voteof Congresswas sent to the Couneil of

Safety of Pennsylvania at the same time.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO NEW-YORK AND NEW-JERSEY.
Philadelphia, November 20th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I have it in charge from Congress to for.
ward the enclosed vote, and to request your attention to it.
You will perceive therein the sense of Congress on the
necessity of pursuing the most immediate and vigorous
measures for furnishing the troops as soon as possible for the
new Army. As our enemies will no doubt take the field
early in the spring it becomes us to be prepared to meet

them, and for this end, to exert oursel ves the approaching
winter to complete the Army agreeably to the new estab-
lishment. I have the honour to be, gentlemen, YOllr most

obedient and very humble sen'ant,

JOHN HANCOCK, Pre.yident.

Honourable Convention of New- York.
[Same to honourable Assembly of New-Jersey.]

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO THE STATES.

Philadelphia, November 20th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I have it in charge from Congress to for.

ward the enclosed res01ves, and to request your attention
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to them. From their great importance in carrying on the
war against our enemies, I am persuaded you will take im-
mediate measures for complying with them in the most
effectual manner.

You will perceive from the vote of Congress, herewith
transmitted, the sense of that body with regard to tbe neces-
sity of furnishing the troops for the new Army as soon as
possible. As our enemies no doubt wiIl take the field early
in the spring it becomes us to he prepared to meet them,
and for this end, to exert ol1l'selves the approaching winter
to complete the Army agreeably to the new establishment.

I hal'e the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient
and very humble servant,

JOHN HANj::OCK, President.

To the States of New-Hampshire, Massachusetts-Bay,
Rhode-lsland, Connecticut, Delaware, Maryland, Vir-
ginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina, Georgia.

IN CONGRESS, November 19, 1776.-Resolved, That
Letters be immediately sent to Councils of Safety, Conven-
tions, or Legislatures of Pennsylvania and the States to the
southward thereof, desiring them forthwith to lay up maga-
zines of Military Stores, Ammunition, and Salt Provisions,
in the safest and most convenient places in the said States
respectively, for the use of such Continental Troops and
Militia as it may be necessary to bring into the field in the
ensuing winter for the defence of these States.

Congress deem it necessary, upon every principle of pro-
priety, to remind the several States how indispensable it is
to the common safety that they pursue the most immediate
and vigorous measures to furnish their respective quotas of
Troops for the new Army, as tbe time of service for which
the present Army was inlisted is so near expiring that the
country may be left in a condition in a great measure
defenceless unless supplied by new levies.

IN CONGRESS,November 21, 1776.-As the necessity of
obtaining an Army immediately to oppose the designs of the
enemy is so evident and pressing as to render it proper to
give all possible faciJity to that business:

Resolved, That eacb State be at liberty to direct their
Recruiting Officers to inlist their men either for the war or
for three years, upon the respective bounties offered by
Congress, without presenting inlisting rolls for both terms,
according to a former resolution, keeping it always in view
that in the opinion of Congress the publick service will be
best promoted by inlistments for the war, if the recruiting
business is not retarded thereby.

By order of Congress:
JOHN HANCOCK, President.

PENNSYLVANIA COl!NCIL OF SAFETY TO THE PRESIDENT OF
CONGRESS.

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, November 20th, 1776.

Agreeable to request from the honourable Congress, the
Council have inquired into the affair respecting the escape
of prisoners from the jail, and find nothing material, except
some information from Mrs. Conolly, wife of Dr. Conolly,
of an intended escape of her husband. Upon examination
no person appears concerned with him.

The Council represent that Mrs. Conolly, in consequence
of revealing her husband's intentions, has been so ill used by
him as makes it impossible to live with bim but on the worst
of terms, and therdore begs permission to go to her family
at Pittsburgh.

This Board apprehend such liberty will not be attended
with ill consequences, and recommend her case to the hon-
ourable Congress.

By order of Council:
THOS. WHARTON,Jun., President.

To the honourable Congress.

PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO LANCASTER COM-
J\IITTEE.

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, November 20,1776.

GENTLEMEN: Enclosed is a copy of a letter from the
Board of War respecting the prisoners of war in this State,
to the contents of which the Council request your immediate

attention, by forwarding them agreeable to the directions,
as soon as possible, and make such provision for them on
the road as the Congress have a\1owed. After they are
gone you are desired 10tra(lsmit an exact account of what
expenses have been incurred during their residence in your
County, in order that they may be settled.

By order of the Council:,

THos. WHARTON, Jun., President.

To the Committee of Inspection for Lancaster County, at
Lancaster.

War Office, November 19, 1776.

GENTLEJ\IEN:General Washington having very press-
ingly requested Congress that all British prisoners of war
should be collected and sent to Fort Lee, in New-Jersey,
to be exchanged, you will be pleased immediately to give
directions that all such prisoners in this State be forthwith
sent under proper escorts to General Greene, commanding
at that fort. The officers should go separately from the
privates. Those prisoners who were captivated in North-
Carulina are not meant'to be included. They should take
the route directly from their respective places of residence
to Fort Lee, and should not be suffered to pass Philadel-
phia. You will be pleased to direct the Committees to
furnish you with accounts of aJI expenses disbursed for
prisoners, which with those laid out by you and the late
Committee of Safety of this State, you will transmit to the
Board of War, by whose order I write on this subject.
The Board would most earnestly recommend the most
speedy compliance with their request, but are conscious that
motives of publick concern as well as private humanity will
induce you to fall upon immediate measures to relieve our
distressed fellow-citizens from bondage, and restore them to
their country and friends.

I have the honour to be your most obedient servant,
RICHARD PETERS, Sr:,cretary.

Honourable the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania.

CHESTER COUNTY (PA.) COMMITTEE.

In Committee ofInspection and Observation ~.
for Chester County. 5

On motion, Resolved, That Colonel Moore, Major Evans,
Major Davis, Captain Gardner, and Colonel Thomas, be,
and are hereby, appointed to settle the distribution of the
Money drawn for the use of the distressed families of Asso-
ciators in this County: Therefore the gentlemen who were
appointed to contribute to the relief of such families, are
desired to meet us at the house of Jacob James, in Goshen,
on Friday, the 29th of November instant, at ten o'clock in
the morning, with their Accounts.

JAMES MOORE, JOSEPH GARDNER,

W ILLIAM EVANS, RICHARD THOMAS.

CALEB DAVIS,

On motion, it was unanimously Resolved, That the Com-
mittee of Inspection and Observation for Chester County 1ge
dissolved, and they are hereby dissolved.

By order of the Committee:
CALEB D,\VIS, Secretary.

November 20, 1776.

SIR: Understanding the township of Heidelberg have a
right to a quantity of salt, and I being a committee-man of
the same, request you will send me up by the bearer, Hans
Rodt, wagoner, the complement due to us, together with
mentioning what quantity each family, or the head of each
famil y, is entitled to.

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
HENRY P. HARDT.

To William Atlee, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of
Lancaster.

GENERAL MERCER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 2211.]

Elizabeth-Town, 20th November, 1776.

SIR: InteJligence was brought me last night by a person
who has been some time in New- York, but commonly resides
on Staten-Island, that the enemy intend to reduce Fort Lee,
and then to march through the Jerseys to attack the city of
Philadelphia.
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All the transports that draw the least water are preparing
to take in troops. Their destination was only conjectured to
be against Philadelphia or South- Carolina. The transpor~s
darry fascines on their quarters. Houses are taken up III
New- York to barrack ten thousand men; but it is given out,
and firmly believed in the Army, that they will not go into
winter-quarters, before another attempt is made to reduce
some part of the coast.

,

The person who broucrht me the above intelligence is
engacred to retUfl1to Newo. York. I hope to see him in two
days~ and be able then to give fuller information. One
expedition is said to be intended to the northward and the
other to the southward.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most humble servant,
HUGH MERCER.

The Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of Congress.

WILLIAM GRAYSON TO GENERAL LEE.

Hackensack, November 20th, 1776.

Sm: His Excellency has directed me to write to you,
and acquaint you with the late movements of the enemy.
They landed this morningbetweenDobbs'sFerry and Fort
Lee, as it is imagined, at a place called Closter Dock, nearly
opposite to Philips's house, and (as the General has been
informed) in great numbers, and an advanced party of them
have proceeded as far as a hill two miles above the liberty
pole, about a mile and an half above General Greene's
quarters, where I left his Excellency. The road leading
from thence to the bridge above Hackensack, as well as the
bridge, is open for our troops to retreat; and from p~esent
appearances, it is expected they may be got off wIthout
the loss of many of them. What their object is cannot at
present be clearly ascertained; but it is imagined the
getting possession of Fort Lee is one part of their design;
however, it is possible, and perhaps probab!e, they may
have other and more capital views. .

His Excellency thinks it would be advisable in you to
remove the troops under your command on this side of the
North River, and there wait for further orders.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient
servant, W. GRAYSON.
To :Major-General Lee.

COLONEL HAR1USON TO GENERAL HEATH.

Hacensec, November the 20th, 1776.

DEARGENERAL:His Excellency received your favour of
the 18th this morning. He doubts not but the disposition
you have determined to make of the troops has been matUrely
weighed, and will be well adapted to the important purposes
you have in view and the general security. I would submit
it to you, whether the pass through the Highlands, on this
side the ri~'er, should not be instantly secured. You will
readily suggest the reason on reading the conclusion of my
letter. Your own discretion must direct the mode of em-
ploying Coloriel De Rotlssi and his deta<;:hmenttill you
receive further orders on the subject. As General Parsons
is a very judicious and good officer, and his presence may
have a happy influence in the appointment of good officers.
I can almost assure you the liberty you have granted him
wil1 be approved by his Excellency.

The particulars of the unhappy affair of the 16th, nor
the terms of sun-ender, have not been yet obtained. One
of the train who escapedon Sunday night says the enemy
sustained a great loss in killed and wounded,. especiaIJy
among the Hessians. Lieutenant-Colonel Rawlings, who
was posted on the pass above the fort leading from King's
Bridge, maintained his ground for a long time, (be said
between two or three hours,) keeping up a close and heavy
fire during that time. God grant it may have been a dear-
bought victory.

You will receive the warrants. The complaint of the
officers about their' abstracts cannot be helped; none but
one person can with any propriety draw \varrants in the same
army. Nor would the trouble be great if several were
]odued with the Paymaster and went down to be signed at
0I1eotime. If that mode is not pursued, it can only take a
trusty agent two days to complete the business. We can-
not have things as we wish; we must take them as they are
found. Circumstances must govern always.

An express arrived this morningjust as your letter came
to hand, advising that a great number of the enemy had
landed between Dobbs's Ferry and Fort Lee. The fact is
true, as isconfident]y believed. Their advanced party is said
to be within five or six miles frQmtJJisplace. Their imme-
diate object is most probably to shut in our troops, &c., be-
tween the North and lIeckenseck rivers. I trust they will
be disappointed. His Excellency has been gone ever since
the advice came, which has left me in the dark how to write
you. I must be done. I believe I have mentioned in short
terms what he would have said himself. He hinted as
much.

I am, dear General, in haste, yours,
ROB'-r H. HARRISON.

To Major-General Heath.

WILLI All! GRAYSON TO GENERAL HEATH.

Hackensack, November 20th, 1776.

SIR: His Excellency has directed me to write to you, and
acquaint you of the late movements of the enemy. They
landed this morniog between Dobbs's Ferry and Fort Lee,
(as the General has been informed,)in great numbers,and
im advanced party of them proceeded as far as a bill two
miles above the liberty pole, at the cross roads, where I left
his Excellency. The road leading from thence to lIacken-
sack bridge, as well as the bridge, is open for our people to
retreat, and, from present appearances, it is expected they
may be got off without loss of many of them. What their
object .is cannot at present be clearly ascertained, but it is
imagined the getting possession of Fort Lee is one part of
their designs; however, it is possible they may have other
and more capital views.

You will be pleased to hold YoUl'selfinreadiness to march
at a moment's warning, and to forward this letter to Lord
Stirling and General Stephen, who are to make the same
preparation.

I am, with great respect, yoUI'most obedient servant,
W. GRAYSON,A. D. C.

To Brigadier-General Mercer.

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO GENERAL SCHUYU:R.

Hackensack, November 20th, 1776-10 o'cJock.

SIR: I this morning received the honoUl'of your letter
of the 13th instant by Mr. Bennet. The contents I com-
municated to his Excellency, and have to inform you that
there is no necessity for the batteaus you mention caminO'
to Fish7cills, all the troops belonging to. the States sQutb oOf

Hudson's river, and which were in the Army under his im-
mediate command, having already crossed, and there being
a sufficient number of vessels there to answer such further
transportation as may be necessary at this time. As the
enemy have returned to Canada, his Excellency hopes no
inconveniences will result from the return of the Pennsylva-
nia and Jersey regiments; at the same time he would have
been more happy to have heard of their inlisting again, and
continuing in the service. He fears a similar conduct will
be observed by the rest. As the term of their inlistment ii
expired, they had a right to claim their dismission; and he
does not apprehend that an attempt to restrain or continue
'em against their inclinations, would have been attended
with any valuable consequences. They may be here of
some service; from the present appearance of things their
aid may be extremely seasonable, if they wiJl give it.

In respect to the disposition you propose for quartering
the troops, his ExceJlency doubts not but that it is perfect]y
good, and such as will be well adapted to their accommoda-
tion and the general security.

The proceedings of the Court Martial upon Colonel Camp-
bell were transmitted to Congress, and never returned to bis
ExceJlency. All we have heard of the matter since is that,
by a resol ve of tbe 16th ultimo, the commander in the north-
ern department is desired to affirm or reject the sen tence, as
he shall judge proper upon mature deliberation.

Before this reaches you, you will have heard of the loss
of Fort Washington, and of the captivity of the troops who
garrisoned it-about two thousand. The particulars respect-
ing this unhappy affair, or the terms of surrender, we have not
yet obtained. I can only inform you that on Saturday, the
16th, about eleven o'clock, the enemy made a general attack
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upon the lines on the heights, which having carried, our men
retired within the fort; it being invested on all all sides, was
surrendered that evening. The loss sustained on either side
is uncertain; but we know the lines were warmly disputed
in some parts, particularly on the pass above the fort leading
from King's Bridge. In that quartE'r the engagement was
of long continuance and heavy, and by the information of
one of the train who escaped on Monday night, attended
with a considerable slaughter of Hessians. The firing there
Jasted, it is said, and was incessant, from two-and-a-half to
three hours. The artillerist adds, that Lieutenant-Colonel
Rawlings, who was posted in that part, maintained his
ground a long time within three or four rods of the enemy,
and at length was obliged to give way on account of their
infinitely superiour [lumber and a constant succession of
troops. His Major, Otho Williams, Esq., is reported to
have fallen. Our loss in killed is supposed to be incon-
siderable.

Ten o'cloc7c.-This minute an express from Orange- Town
advises that some of the enemy have landed below Dobbs's
Ferry. A smart firing is also heard below Fort Lee, to-
wards Berlfen. It is' probable the immediate object they
have in view is to shut in such of our troops and stores as
lay between IIackensack and Hudson's river. I trust they
will be disappointed. They seem determined to push mat-
ters, and the weather is most favourable for 'em.

I am, sir, &c., R H II. . ARRtSON.
To Major-GeneralSchuyler,NorthernDeparttoent.

GENERAl, HEATH TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

PeekskiIJ, November 20,1776,7 o'clock in the evening.

DEARSIR: I have just received intelligence from Tapan,
by express, that a body of the enemy have landed on the
west side of Hudson's river, nearly opposite to Colonel
Philips's house.

If General George Clinton or General Scott are at Fish-
kill with the honourable Convention or their Committee,
beg the favour that you would acquaint them with this,
and desire them tp repair to this place without a moment's
loss of time.

I am, sir, with esteem, your most obedient and very
humble servant, W H. EATH.
Colonel Van Cortlandt, President of the honourable Con-

vention oJ the State of New- York.

DR. MORGAN TO GENERAL HEATH.

P~ekskill, November 20, 1776.

Doctor Morgan proposes to General Heath the quarters
be fitted up immediately for a General Hospital for the
reception of the sick at Peekskill.

~ r
They ought to be tloored above, so as to make two

:;1J~stories each, and to have a stack of chimneys carried

~
~

lup in the middle.
If convenient quarters are not provided for the sick, and

they canoot be obtained unless the Commander-in-Chief of
the division gi\'es orders and enforces them effectually, every
attempt to establish an hospital will prove ineffectual.

To call for the establishment of a General Hospital for
Surgeons to attend, and takec.are of the sick, and not to
strengthen their hands, so as to enable them to do their duty,
is the certain way of plunging them into insuperable difficul-
ties, which must bring reflections on them, which it is not
in their power to wipe off, but by showincr the defect lies
not at their door.

0

Wherever a General Hospital is established, it is neces-
sary that the Commissary in that department furnish the
necessary hospital stores, in sufficient abundance, so that the
Surgeon on drawing for them be immediately provided with
flour or bread, fre~h-meat, salt, vinegar, rum, soap, candles,
vegetables, Indian-meal, oatmeal, barley, rice, chocolate,
coffee, tea, sugar, wine, butter, &:c.

It is also necessary where other attendants cannot be had,
as nurses, waiters, labourers and cooks, out of the Army,
that fatigue men be appointed by the commander in suffi-
cient number.

It is fUlther required that bed-bunks be made, and straw
always in readiness, for the sick, and a carpenter or two be

employed sole1y in the business of the General Hospital, in
making coffins, tables, and utensils of various kinds.

From the Quartermaster-GeneraI's store should be pro-
vided blankets, bed-sacks, platters, kettles, spoons, knives
and forks, and other articles of the like kind. .

Besides these several requisites, which depend not on the
Director-General or Superintendent of an hospital, it is neces-
sary for the better management of the hospital, that all the
Regimental Surgeon~ and Mates be kept to their posts, attend
their regiment, and make weekly returns of their sick to the
Director"General, when present, and in his absence to the
Surgeon of the General Hospital, that provision be always
made in time for the sick; to qo which, it is necessary that
the state of the sick be constantly known.

It is further necessary that all the Surgeons of regimenis be
informed that the Congress have resolved, whenever the sick
require any further provision than their rations, they are to
be reported immediately to the General Hospital and received
into it, and that no issuing store will be opened to supp]y the.
sick remaining under their care with provisions from the
General Hospital.

The weekly returns of the Regimental Surgeons to be in
the form already given out to them; and if any Surgeon
neglect being punctual in giving in his weekly returns, he
should be reported to the commanding officer.

That it may be known who are deficient therein, the
Director-General or Surgeon of the General Hospital, should
be furnished by order of the commandant with a list of the
regiments, and the names of the Surgeons in that division.

With every sick the Regimental Surgeon sends to the
General Hospital, there should be a report, joined with the
appJication for admission, addressed to the Surgeon of the
General Hospital, signed by the Surgeon or Mate of the
regiment, and by some commissioned officer belonging to tbe
company or regiment, specifying when the sick WaS taken
ill, and what was done; specifying, also, what blankets,
clothes, &c., are sent with the sick.

When this regularity is observed it will be seen and
known who do their duty, and who not, so that when com-
plaints are made of the sick being neglected it may be known
at whose door the fault lies.

Agreeable to General Heath's desire, these things are
pointed out, and a Surgeon with three or four Mates shall be
ordered to Peekskill to improve and take care of the General
Hospital.

JOHN MORGAN.

NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO THE PRESIDENT OF

CONGRESS.

In Committee of Safety for th~ State of New-York, !
Fishki1l, November 20, 1776. 5

SIR: I have the honour to enclose you resolutions of the
Committee of Safety, respecting tbe more effectual obstruc-
tion of Hudson river. No object appears to them of more
importance, when they consider either the safety of this State,
the supply of the Continental Army, or the preservation
of the communication between the Southern and Eastern
States. Experience has evinced that if the navigation had
been rendered impassable opposite to Fort Washington, it
must have been attended with infinite advantage; amonO'
which, even tbe security of the garrison, and military store~
at that fort is not the most considerable; indeed, it is no
presumption to suppose that after the fruitless attempt of the
British Army to penetrate the country through theWhite~
Plains, they must have closed the campaign, at least in this
quarter, with disappointment and disgrace. Their Sllccessin
reducing the fort revived their spirits; and the evacuation of
Fort Lee in consequence of it opened a passage for them
into the defenceless parts of New-Jersey.

In projecting the obstruction between Anthony's Nose, on
the eastern shore, and Fort lJI}ontgomer!f,we endeavoured to
avail ourselves of the model of that which had proved effect-
ual in the river Delaware, and were assisted by the advice
and experience of Captain Hazelwood. But the great length
of the chain, being upwards of eighteen hundred feet, the
bulk of the logs which were necessary to support it, the
immense weight of water which it accumulated, and the
rapidityof the tide,having batHed all ourefforts,it separated
twice after holding only a few hours; and we have too much
reason to despair of its ever fully answering the important
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purpose for which it was constructed. A like disappoint-
ment, we are informed, happened at Portsmouth; the chain
intended to obstruct the navigation of that harbour proved
equally ineffectual.

These considerations have induced us to explore the depth
of the river throughout the High1ands, in which a Committee
of Convention have been assisted by General George Clin-
ton. The distance and depth of water at the north entrance,
which, on this experiment, is found to be the fittest place,
will be seen by the enclosed p1an. It is proposed, with the
approbation of the honourable Congress, to obstruct the
navigation in this part by caissons, which it is conceived
wiIl be very practicable. The Convention wish on account
of General Washington's distance fi'om this place, and the

multiplicity of business with which he is encumbered, that
the direction of this work may be committed to Major-Gen-
eral Schuyler, who we believe every way qualified to ensure
its success. Timber and stone can be conveniently procured;
and when the campaign terminates, t11etroops cantoned in
this part. of the country may be employed in rotation to
assist in the work. But no time is to be lost in preparing
the materials, and we shall wait with anxiety for the deter-
mination of the honourable Congress on a subject which, in
the opinion orihe Committee, is of the utmost moment to
the United States. If the enemy persevere in their plan of
subjugating these States to the yoke of Great Britain, they
must, in proportion to their knowledge of the country, be
more and more convinced of the necessity of their uecoming
masters of Hudson's river; which will give them the entire
command of the water communication with the Indian
nations, effectualIy prevent all intercourse between the East-
ern and Southern Confederates, divide our strength, and
enfeeble every effort for our common preservation and
security. That thiswastheiroriginalplan,and that General
Carletonand General Howe flattered themselveswith the
delusive hopes of uniting their forces at Albany, every intel-
ligence confirms; and it appears to the Committee that they
wiII not give up this grand object until they shall finally
relinquish the project of enslaving America. The Com-
mittee take the liberty to submit tbese reflections to the
honourable Congress. If they are well founded, an early
and vigorous preparation to oppose the progress of tbe enemy
in tbis quarter must be indispensable, and the defence and
security of Hudson's river, the principal object of that prepa-
ration.

We are informed tbat some merchants in tbe Eastern
States are pursuing the scheme of transporting flaxseed to
France, to be shipped, as it is apprehended, from thence to
Ireland. If it is necessary to make Great Britain feel the
distresses of the war, by obstructing the manufacture of
linen, tbis project will demand the attention of Congress;
and, in the opinionof this Committee; nothing Jessthan the
entire prohibition of the exportation of flaxseed wiJl afford
an adequate remedy. Another very important advantage
must arise from such a measure-it will encourage the linen
manufacture in these States, to whicb, of all others, they are
the most competent. However severe the sudden reverse of
fortune which we have lately experienced, however melan-
choly the loss of our metropolis, sea-coast, and four of our
counties, and tbe aspect of that part of our State which has
been plundered and desolated by a retreating enemy-barbar-
ous beyond all description-and however great the number of
our ruined friends who are left naked and destitute in an
inclement season, a country without commerce, or the means
of affording them cIothing,-I bave tbe satisfaction to assure
you tbat the ~ortitu.de of this State, and. their zeal for the

glorious cause In wlllch we are engaged, IS not abated; on
the contrary, we are prepared to meet even severer misfor-
tUnes, with a spirit and firmness becoming the generous advo-
cates for liberty. Unbappy am I to add,that amidst all our
suffering the Army employed for the protection of America
have not refrained from embittering even the calamities of
war.' At a time when the utmost resources of this State
were laid open to their wants, and the members of Conven-
tion personally submitted to the labour and fatigue which
were necessary on a sudden emergency, and after frequent
losses of provisionsand barracks, to supply two numerous
armies, augmented by the Militia, with e\'ery article which
they required, the court-house and the remains of the village
at the White-Plains, which had been spared on the retreat
of our forces, was, after the enemy had in their turn retired,

wanton!y destroyed, without the orders and to the infin ite
regret of our worthy General. Besides, in spite of aJi his
Excellency's efforts, wherever our troops have marched, or
beenstationed, they ha\'e done infinitedamage to the posses-
sions and farms, and pilfered the property of the people. I
am directed, sir, to submit it to the honourable Congress,
whetber some effectual remedy ought not to be provided
against such disorderly and disgraceful proceedings. The
soldier who plunders the country he is employed to protect is
no better than a robber, and ought to be treated accordingly;
and a severe example ougbt, in the opinionof the Commit-
tee, to be made of the officer who, without any necessity, or
his GenerOlI's permission, set fire to tbe court-house and other
buildings at the White-Plains. He is guilty of tbe crime of
arson, and if he cannot be punished by the articles of war,
ollght to be given up to the laws of the land. If so glaring
a violation of every sentim,ent of humanity should be passed
over in silence, if the Army is not seasonably restrained from
such acts of barbarity, the consequence must be fatal to tbe
cause of a people whose exalted glory it is to be advocates
for the rigbtsof mankind against the tyranny and oppres-
sion of lawless power. The resolutions which the Com-
mittee of Safety have passed upon this subject are herewith
transmitted.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your most
obedient and very humble servant.

By order:
PIERRE V AN CORTLANDT, President.

The Honourable John Hancock, Esquire, President of the
Congress of the United States of America.

PASS FOR GYSBERT OSTERHOUT.

Gysbert Osterhout, the bearer hereof, is hereby appointed
one of the subalterns of the party sent to work at the Bar-
racks at Fishkill, according to resolution of Committee of
Safety for the State of New- York, of the 6th November,
instant.

Dated 20th November, 1776.
ANTHONY VAN BERGEN,

Colonel of the Militia Reg't in the County of Albany.

COLONEL JACOB BAYLEY TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Newbury, November 20th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I am sensible that the intent of raising- the
Rangers in this State was not only to secure the frontiers,
but, on any emergence, might be called to any post to assist
and defend, &c. Now, if our rangers have not "hat was
engaged them, viz: bounty, six months' pay, and bil1eting,
we have no right to command them, and if that payment is
not made we must not expect them on any duty; and if
General Gates, who doubtless stands in need of tbem, sbould
call for them, he must be disappointed. Where tbe blame
lays I can't say; however, it is my opinion, that the Major be
paid according to his rol1s, if authentick ~ afterward he may
be called to account, if he has been faulty, otherwise the

wbole had better now be dropped; better now than whe£l
one or two months more time is spent to no pur'pose.

Excuse me for this, and give me leave to inscribe myself
the publick's and your very humble servant,

JACOB BAYLEY.

RICHARD STOCKTON AND GEORGE CLYMER (COMMITTEE) TO
THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Albany, November 20th, 1776,

SIR: 'We did oursel ves the honour of writing you on the
26th of last month from Saratoga; and after waiting in vain
a few days, in expectation of advice from General Gates,
aO'reeable to his letter to us of the 24th, we thought it our
d~ty nevertheless to proceed on to Ticonderoga. We con-
tinued there during the first two days, in hourly expectatio£l
of sharing in the glory of our Army in a successful opposi-
tion to the attack of General Carleton, but we were disap-
pointed, and instead thereof, had tbe pleasure of knowing
that he had totally evacuated Crown-Point. Of this great
event you will have received authentick accounts before this
can reach you. We returned here tbe evening before the
last, and this morning we received from General Gates tbe
enclosed letter, together with some despatches for ours,elves.
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The letter he requested might be immediately forwarded to
you by express. Weare acquainted with the contents of it,
and had a conference with the Commissioners from the
Massachusetts-Bay, in company with General Gates, before
we left Ticonderoga. We did not fail to represent to them
in the strongest terms our apprehensions of the fatal conse-
quences of the measure adopted by their General Court, and
advised them by all means to suspl(nd the declaration of
their powers until Congress should be advised of this extra-
ordinary step. We left them apparently undetermined, and
as to what has followed, General Gates's letter will fully
inform you.

Having gone through the business committed to us by
Congress, as far as it has been in our power, we propose to
set out to-morrowan our return, if the weather shall permit;
in the mean time, with the greatest respect, we have the
honour to be, sir, your most obedient and most humble
servants,

RICHARD STOCKTON,

GEORGE CLYMER.

To Mr. President Hancock.
P. S. This moment fresh accounts from General Gates

inform us that he had sent boats forty miles down Lake
Champlain, and no appearance of the enemy.

COLONEL WAYNE TO GENERAL GATES.

Ticonderoga, 20 November, 1776,

My DEARGENERAL: We shall be hard pushed for time and
materials, to put this place in any tolerable state of defence;
however, nothing will be wanting on my part to render it
tenable. I have this morning prevailed on the commanding
officers of the regiments (who can't get batt~us imme-
diately) to turn out the whole of their men to assist in fixing
the pickets, whilst those from the garrison are employed in
procuring provender, boards, bricks, &c.

We have little to fear when once we get into the works,
by keeping a good look-out, provided we are properly sup-
plied with provisions, clothing, soap, &c., &c., articles which
you know are much wanted. I need say no more on this
head.

Colonel White has given his honour not to challenge or
offer any violence to Captain Varick, until their friends
have had an opportunity of settling the affair in an honour-
able way.

I wait impatiently for your orders how to proceed, which
you may rely on being punctUally observed, by your most
obedient and very humble servant,

ANT'y WAYNE.

O:J You'll tr.y to relieve us as soon as possible. Colo-
nel White is on his way across the lake, and liberated,
according to your orders.

the same, whereby their said offices according to law are
become vacant: .

The town thereupon proceeded to choose others in their
room.

Colonel Jabez Bowen is chosen President of the Town-
Council, in the place of George Taylor, Esq., aforesaid;
Benjamin A'Iann, Esq., is chosen a member of the Town-
Council in the place of the said Job Sweeting; MI'. Paul
Allen is chosen one of the Town-Audit, in the place of the
said Job Sweeting.

SUMMONS OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE AMERICANS

TO THE GOVERNOUR OF FORT CUMBERLANJ).

To JOSEPHGORHAM,Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel Command-
anto! the Royal Fencible Americans, commanding at
FORT CUMBERLAND:

Tbe already too plentiful effusion of human blood in the
unhappy contest between Great Britain and her Colonies
calls on everyone engaged on either side to use the utmost
efforts to prevent the unnatural carnage; but the impor-
tance of the cause on the side of America has made war
necessary, and its consequences, though in some cases
shocking, are yet unavoidable. But to evidence that the
virtues of humanity are carefully attended to, to temper the
fortitude of a soldier, I have to summon you, in the name
of the United Colonies, to surrender the fort now under
your command to the army sent under me by the States of
America. I do promisethat if you surrenderyourselvesas
prisoners of war, you may depend upon being treated with
the utmost civility and kindness; if you refuse, I am deter-
mined to storm the fort, and you must abide the consequences.
An answer is expected in four hours after you receive this,
and the flag to return safe.

I am your humble servant,
JONATHANEDDY, Commanding Officer.

Head-Quarters, November 20, 1776.

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL GORHAM'S ANSWER TO THE ABOVE
SUMMONS.

Fort Cumberland, November 20, 1776.

I acknowledge the receipt of a letter signed Jonathan
Eddy, commanding officer, expressing a concern of the
unhappy contest at present subsisting between Great Bl'itain
and tbe Colonies, and recommending those engaged on
either side to use their endeavours to prevent the too
plentiful effusion of human blood, and further summoning
tbe commanding officer to surrender this garrison.

From the commencement of these unhappy contests I
have felt for my deluded fellow-subjects and countrymen of
America, and for the many innocent people they have
il1\'oluntarily involved in the horrours of an unnatural rebel-
lion, and entertain every humane principle and aversion to
the unnecessary effusion of Cbristian blood; therefore com-
mand you, in his Majesty's name, to disarm, and recommend
your surrendering self and party to the King's mercy; and
further desire you would communicate the enclosedmani-
festo to as many of the inhabitants as you can, and as
speedily as possible, to prevent their involving themselves
in the same dangerous and unhappy dilemma.

Be assured, sir, I shall never dishonollr the character of
a soldier by surrendering my command to any power but
that of my Sovereign, from whence it originated.

I am you humble servant, J GOSEPH ORHAM.

PROVIDENCE (RHODE-ISLAND) TOWN-MEETING.

At a town-meetingof the town of Providence,legally
warned and assembled on the 20th day of November, A.D.
1716, .Colonel Jabez Bowen Moderator.

It is Voted, That Colonel John ~Mathewsonand Theodore
Foster, Esq., be, and they hereby are, appointed to wait
upon George Taylor, Esq., President of the Town Council,
to know whether he has, or is willing to subscribe the Test-
Act, as required by law; and to make report as soon as may
be.

It is also Voted, Tbat Captain David Lawrence and
Captain JosephBucklin be appointed to wait upon Job
Sweeting, Esq., to know whether he has, or is willina to, To Jonathan Eddy.
subscribe the Test-Act, and to make report as soon as ':nay
be.

And the said Colonel Mathewson and Theodore Foster, MARYLANDCOUNCILOF SAFETYTO THE PRESIDENT OF CON-

reported that they have been to the house of George Taylor, GRESS.

Esq., and he not being at home, they could not see him. In Councilof Safety, November 21st, 1776.

And the said David Lawrence and Joseph Bucklin report SIR : Your favour of the 15th, by express, we only re-
that they have waited upon Job Sweeting, Esq., who re- ceived this forenoon, and immediately sent off a fi'esh
turned them for answer that he would presently attend this express to Virginia.
town-meeting.. Despatches have been sent to the Militia officers throuo-h-

And the said Job Sweeting, Esq., who is a member of out this State to hold their different corps in readiness'" to
the Town-Council, and one of the Town-Audit, havinO" march upon the shortest notice.
appeared before this meeting, and refused to subscribeth~ It gives liS concern to find, from information just now
Test-Act, and the town having received sufficient informa- received fi'om Dorset and Caroline Counties, on the Ea.~t
tion that George Taylor, Esq., had also refused subscribing Shores, that there are likely to be disturbances in those

FIFTH SERIES.- V OL. III. 50
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Counties, for want of salt, it is said, of a serious nature.
The progress tbe disaffected have made we have not time
to transmit by this opportunity without detaining your
messenger, but we shall send duplicates of the informa-
tion we received to our Delegates by to-marrow's post, who
probab1y will arrive in Philadelphia almost as soon as this
bearer.

For, and on behalf of the Council, I have the honour to

b!'J,:;ir, JOu!'" most obedient, humble servant,
DAN. OF S. THO'S JENIFER, President.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESSTO GENERAL WASHINGTON.
Philadelphia, November 21st, 1776.

Sm: I have the honour to transmit the enclosed resolves
in obedience to the commands of Congress. They are so
explicit that I shan only request your attention to them.

You will perceive from the vote of Congress the sense
of that body with regard to the necessity of furnishing the
troops for the new army as soon as possible, a copy of
which I have forwarded to the respective States agreeably
to the orders of Congress. I have also written to the States
southward of Pennsylvania, inclusively, urging them to lay
up magazines of military stores and salt provision, for the
use of the Army and Militia, in case it should be necessary
to call them into the field the approaching winter. As our
enemies will doubt1ess open the campaign early in the
spring, it is absolutely necessary we should prepare for
them, and exert ourselves to fill up the Army agreeably to
the new establishment.

The Congress, to remove every objection, and in hopes
of forwarding the recruiting service, have res01ved that the
troops may be engaged for three years, without presenting
inlisting rolls, both for that term and during the continuance
of the war, as ordered by a former resolution.

I have the honour to be, with every sentiment of esteem
and regard, sir, your most obedient and very humble ser-
mnt .,

JOHN HANCOCK, Preszdent.

His Excellency General Washington.

The enclosed letter from Mrs. Graydon for her son I
should esteem a favour you would order to be conveyed, if
any opportunity.

JOHN GIBSON, JUN., TO COUNCIL OF NEW-HAMPSHIR}~.

Treasury Office, Philadelphia, November 21,1776.

HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN: The Commissioners for ad-
justing the aecounts of the Army at New- York and the

Jerseys under the command of General Washington, are
now engaged in executing that business, and are in imme-
diate want of all the accounts of advances made by the
several States for paying and subsisting the said Army. I
am ,therefore to request you to order an account of such
advances by your State to be forthwith transmitted to the
Commissioners, that the proper stoppages may be made
and the State reimbursed accordingly.

When tbe accounts are prepared you will please to order
them to William Denning, Thomas Smith, and James
Stephenson, Esquires, or either of them, at Head-Quarters
at New- York, 01' the Je1"seys.

I have the honour to be, in the name of the Superin-
tendent of the Treasury, honourable gentlemen, your most
obedient servant,

JOHN GIBSON, Jun., Auditor-General.

To the honourable the President and Council of the State
of New-Hampshire.

[Same to thePresident and Council of the State of .Massach!lsetts-Bay.]

SAMUEL CHASE TO }IARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, November 21st, 1776-Thursday evening.

GENTLEMEN: Congress have not received any further
particularsof the lossof Fort Washingtonthan the account
published November 19th. Captain Ramsey arrived here
this afternoon. I am informed by Doctor Rush that he
relates the affair in this manner, /i'om Colonel Cadwalader,
who is released by the enemy without any parole, on the
request of General Prescott, for the civilities and attendance
of his fatber (the Doctor) on the General when a prisoner

in this city: That Fort Washington could not contain any
thing near the number of am' troops ordered for its defence.
That there were two lines thrown up, tbe first at a consid-
erable distance fi'om the for~; that the second (and by far
the strongest and capable of holding all the garrison) much
nearer to the fort. Our troops were posted chiefly in the
first lines, and were there attacked by the British troops.
At this time a large bqdy of Hessians crossed Ha1"lem river
and landed within the second lines, there not being any
lines, breastwork, or forces, to oppose them. As soon as
this movement of the enemy was discovered, a body was
sent to oppose them. Of the British troops, there were
only forty privates and one Captain killed; of the Hessian8
there were two hundred privates killed, and twenty-seven
officers kiIJed and wounded. Of our troops only thirty
privates, and a Colonel Baxte1", and a Captain. ~Iiller, of
Penns.ylvania, killed. Twenty-two hundred of our troops
are prIsoners.

The fort was victualled for tbree months, and amply sup-
plied with cannon and all military stores. If this account
be true, we have again blundered. Our loss is certainly
very great. Doctor Rush says that General Washington
is abandoning Fort Lee.

All is well at Ticonderoga. I have this evening received
an exact accountof the enemy'snaval forceon Lake Cham-
plain: One ship, 16 guns; one snow, 16 do.; one schooner,
14 do.; one do., 12 do.; one do., 12 do.; one sloop, 10
do.; bomb-ketch; one large floating battery, 24 to-pounders;
twenty gondolas, of one gun each, 12 and lO-pounders;
fifteen batteaus for boarding, one gun in each, 3-pounders;
manned with one thousand men.

I have seen your opinion to our Commissioners, that they
should proceed and inJist our troops for three years. I am
apprebensive you do not see the opinion and object of Con-
gress in its fullest. extent. The Congress will agree that
Maryland may raise her troops for three years, but have
declared,and now hold, our State bound to contribute her
proportion of the expense attending the procuring of lands
for the officers and soldiers furnished by other States for
the war.

We have proposed and urged on Congress that the ques-
tion as to the procuring lands at the expense of the United
States, and our claim that the back lands acquired from the
Crown of Great Britain in the present war, should be a
common stock for tbe benefit of the United States, and
should remain open for the determination of some future
Congress.

We have proposed tbat any State which may raise its
quota for the war and give a bounty in lieu of land should
indemnify tbe United States from any claim from their
officers and soldiers wbo received an allowance in lieu of
land, and tbat such State should not be chargeable to tbe
United States for any part of the expense attending the
procuring of lands for tbe officers and soldiers of tbe other
States who shall furnish troops for the war. Both these
propositions have been rejected. This day a resolve passed
that each State be at liberty to inlist for the war or three
years. What our Commissioners will do I know not, nor
can I advise them. I am amazed at tbe obstinacy of Con-
gress.

The paper for our money is shipped this day. Mr. Paca
arrived this morning, so that we are now represented; but
if Mr. Rumsey should go to camp, we shall soon be without
a representa\ion.

"I am, gentlemen, with respect and tegard, your most
obedient servant, S ' CA~l L HASE.

To the honourable Council of Safety of JJfa1"yland, Annapolis.

DOCTOR WITHERSPOON TO RICHARD STOCKTON.
Princeton, November 21, 1776.

SIR: I beg the favour of you when at Philadelphia to
lose as little time as possible in getting some orders given
about the sick. In passing through this town I spoke to
John Hill two days ago, who promised to take care of
them, provided some money was sent up for the necessary
expense. I gave him reason to think that would be done,
and perhaps it would be best to give some money into
Mr. Kels~y's hands to supply John llill as it is needed.
Whether it should be done in this way, or the appointment
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immediately of a Deputy Quartermaster to stay here, I
leave to you; but the case is clamant and affecting, and very
well known to you. I have left some little affairs to finish
in PMladelphia, for which I may perhaps be ill a day or
two next week, but cannot be certain.

There was sent to me this day the enclosed list of medi~
cines ordered for tending the sick, which, if they are
furnished, it seems Doctor Bainbridge, whom I did not see,
has offered his assistance. You may do in this as you think
best; but nursing and attendance and shelter to them are
absolutely necessary.

Wishing you a good journey, I am, dear sir, your
obedient, humble servant, JNO. WITHERSPOON.
To the Hon. Richard Stockton, Esq.

LORD STIRLING TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

.Brunswick, November 21st, 1716.

DEAR SIR: I have this moment received a letter from
Colonel Grayson, informing that General Washington had
received information that the enemy had landed a large
body of men on the west side of Hudson's river, about four
miles above Fort Lee; in consequence of which I am
putting all the troops in this State in readi'~ess to march at
a moment's warning. But from what l\-IaJorltlentges, the
bearer hereof, informs me, I think there is room to doubt
whether the intelligence be well founded; however a few
hours will determine whether it be so or not.

I am, with great respect, your most obedient, humble
servant, STIRLING.
To the Hon. John Hancock.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL LEE.

Hackensack, November 21st, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL:It must be painful to you, as well as
to us, to have no news to send you but of a melancholy
nature. Yesterday morning the enemy landed a large body
of troops below Dobbs's Ferry, and advanced very rapidly
to the fort called by your name. I immediately went over,
and as the fort was not tenable on this side, and wein a nar-
row neck of land, the passes out of which the enemy were
attempting to seize, directed the troops, consisting of Beall's,
Heard's, the remainder of Ewing's brigades, and some other
parts of broken regiments, to move over to the west side of
Hackensack river. A considerable quantity of stores and
some artillery have fallen into their hands. Wp, have no
account of their movements this morning; but as this country
is almost a dead flat, we have not an intrenching tool, and
not above three thousand men, and they much broken and
dispirited, not only with our ill success, but the Joss of their
tents and baggage, I have resolved to avoid any attack,
though by so doing I must leave a very fine country open
to their ravages, or a plentiful store-house, from which they
will draw voluntary supplies.

Your favour of the 19th is just come to hand. I approve
of your step with respect to the Rho de-Island officers. As
I am unacquainted with their merits, I was obliged to leave
the determination of the matter much to General Greene,
boping, I confess, that he would make an arrangement ac-
ceptable to his countrymen. However, I am well satisfied
with what you have done, and must leave it upon that footing.

With respect to your situation,I am very much at a loss
what now to determine. There is such a chanO"eof cir-.

°cumstances since the date of your letter, as seem to call for
a change of measures. Your post undoubtedly wjll answer
some important purposes; but whether so many or so great
as your removal, is well worthy of consideration. You
observe, it prevents a fine fertile country affording them
suppliys; but now they have one much more so and more
contiguous. They have already traversed a part of that
country, leaving little behind them. Is it probable they
will return? If not, the distance must be too great in winter
time to render it effectually serviceable. Upon the whole,
therefore, I am of opinion, and tbe gentlemen about me
concur in it, that the' publick interest requires your coming
over to this side, with the Continental troops, lea\'io""Fel-
lows's and Wadsworth'sbrigades to take care of th\'J°stores
during their short stay, at the expiration of which I suppose
they will S\'Jtout home.

My reasons for this measure, and which I think must
have weight with you, are, that tbe enollJYare evidently
changing the seat of war to this side of the North River;
that this country, therefore, will expect the Continental
Army to give what support they can, and, failing in this,
will cease to depend upon or support a force from which no
protection is given to them. It is, tberefore,of the utmost
importance that at least an appearance of force should be
made to keep this Province in the connection with the
others. If that should not continue, it is much to be feared
t.hat its influence on Pennsylvania would be very consider-
able, and more and more endanger our publick interest.
Unless, therefore, some new event should occur, or some
more cogent reason present itself, I would have you move
over by the easiest and best passage.

. I am sensible your
numbers will not be large, and that, perhaps, it may not be
agreeable to tbe troops. As to the first, report will exag-
gerate them, and preservean appearanceof an army, which
will at least have an effect to encourage the desponding
here; and as to the other, you will doubtless represent to
them, that in duty and gratitude, their service is due where-
e\'er the enemy make the greatest impression or seem lo
intend so to do.

The stores at North-Castle, Croton Bridge, and King's
Ferry, are to be removed to Peekskill, so as to be under
General Reatlt's eye. This, we hope, there will be time
and means to do.

Colonel Putnam, who has been surveying the country,
thinks the bridge at Croton I'iver a very important place,
and that troops would be necessary there. You will please
to regard it accordingly, by leaving or ordering one regiment
Ulere.

I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
Go. WASHINGTON.

To Major-General Lee.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR LIVINGSTON.

Aquackenonk Bridge, 21st November, 1776.

SIR: I have this moment arrived at this place with Gen-
eral Beall's and GenerallIeard's brigades from Maryland
and Jersey, and part of GeneralEwing's fromPerrnsylvania.
Three other regiments, left to guard the passes upon Hack-
ensack river and to serve as covering parties, are expected
up this evening.

After the unfortunate loss of Fort WashinL;;ton,it was
determined to evacuate Fort Lee in a great measure, as it
was in a manner useless in obstructing the passage of the
North River without the assistance of Fort Washington.
The ammunition and some other stores were accordingly
removed; but before we could effect our purpose, the
enemy landed yesterday morning, in very considerable
numbers, about six miles above the fort. Their intent
evidently was, to form a line across from the place of their
landing to Hackensack bridge, and thereby hem in the
whole garrison between the North and Hackensack rivet's.
However, we were lucky enough to gain the bridge beforu
them, by which means we saved all our men, but \Vera
obliged to leave some hundred barrels of flour, most.of our
cannon, and a considerable parcel of tents and baggage.
Finding we were in the same danger of being pent up be-
tween lIackensack and Passaic rivers that we had been
between the North and Hackensack, and also finding the
country, from its levelnessand openness,unfit for makinO"a
stand, it was determined to draw the whole of our force o~er
this side of the river, where we can watcb the operations
of the enemy without danger of their surrounding us, or
making a lodgment in our rear. But as our numbers are
still very inadequate to that of the enemy, I imagine I shaH
be obliged to fall down towards Brunswick, and form a
junctionwith troopsalready in that quarter under the com-
mand of Lord Stirling.

As the ternl of the inlistment of the Flying-Camp, be-
longing to Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Maryland, is neaf'
expiring, it will occasion so great a:diminution of my Army
that I submit it to yom' judgment whether it would not be
proper for you to call together such a number of Militia as,

,

in conjunction with the troops I shall have left, will serve
to cover the country, and stop the progress of the enemy
if they should still attempt to penetrate. If the weather
continues favourable, I am apprehensive they will attempt

.
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to make amends for the slowness
beginning of the campaign.

I have the honour to be, with
most obedient servant,

of their operations the

great respect, sir, your

Go. \V ASHINGTON'.

To Governour Livingston, New-Jersey.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL ATLEE.

Head-Quarters, November 21st, 1776.

SIR: I am favouredwithyours of the 9th instant. I can
so we]) conceive the desire that persons in captivity must
feel for releasement and a return to their friends, that I do
not wonder at your anxious endeavours to procure your own.
If Mr. Thomas Irving, Receiver-General of South-Carolina,
(who 1 do not look upon in the military line,) can receive
any assurance from General Howe that he will exchange
you for him, I certainly can have no objection. This pro-
position cannoi with propriety go ii'om me to General Howe,
because by the terms of our cartel, exchanges can only be
proposed between officers of equal rank; but either side
may deviate ii'om the rule if they please, as was the case
of Governour Brown for Brigadier. Lord Stirling. If,
therefore, you and Mr. lrving can obtain General Howe's
consent for your reciprocal exchange, I will, immediately
upon receiving his approbation of the measure, send for Mr.
Irving, from Connecticut.

In consequence of a joint letter from you and Colonel
Miles, respecting the deplorable condition of our prisoners in
New- York, for want of clothes and other necessaries, I have
laid the .matter before Congress, and have recommended it

to them to provide a proper fund for their support. As to
the scanty allowance of provisions, I would hope that it pro-
ceeded from the state of Generalllowe's stores, and not
from any desire in him to add famine to the misfortune of
captivity.

I am, sir, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.

To ColonelSamuel J. .Atlee,Pennsylvania Militia,prisoner.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM GENERAL LEE TO COLONEL

REED, DATED NOVEMBBR 21, 1776.
I have just received your letter dated Hackensack, by

Cornelius Cooper. His Excellency recommends me to move
with the troops under my command to the other side of the
river. I apprehend that this advice is fQunded on the pre-
sumption that we have the means of crossing at or near
Dobbs's Ferry, or that my corps is moved up the country
near to King's Ferry. There are no means of passing
Dobbs's Ferry; and as we remain where you left us, the
round by King's Ferry would be so great that we could not
be there in time to answer any purpose. I have tlwrefore
ordered General Eeath, who is close to the only ferry which
can be passed, to detach two thousand men, to apprise hi:'!
Excellency, and await his further orders, a mode which I
flatter myself wi]) answer better what I conceiveto be the
spirit of the orders than should I move the corps from hence.
Withdrawing our troops from hence would be attended with
some very serious consequences, which at present would be
tedious to enumerate. As to myself I hope to set out to-
morrow.

- -~--'---'-

Return of the Brigade commanded by Brigadier-General GEORGE CLINTON, dated PEEKSKILL, 21st November, 1776.
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GEO. CLINTON, Brig'r Gen'l.

-_. Return of the Regiment of Foot in the service of the UNITED COLONI~S, commanded by Colonel ISAACNICOLL.
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PEEKSKILL. November 21st, 1776.

Commissioned.

COMPANIES.

Rank and File.

ISAAC NICOI,L, Colonel.
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.JOSEPH REED, ADJUTANT-GENERAL, TO GENERAL LEE.

Hackensack, November 21st, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: The letter you will receive with this
contains my sentiments with respect to your present station;
but besides this, I have some reasons for most earnestly
wishing to have you where the principal scene of action is
laid. I do not mean to flatter nor praise you at the expense
of any other, but, I confess, I do think that it is entirely
owing to you that this Army and the liberties of America,
50 far as they are dependent on it, are not totally cut off.
You have decision, a quality often wanting in minds other-
wise valuable; and I ascribe to this our escape from York-
Island, from King's Bridge, and the Plains; and I have no
doubt, had. you been here, the garrison of .Ai/ount Washing-
ton wou]d now have composed a part of this Army: and
from all these circumstances, I confess I ardently wish to
see you removed from a place where I think there will be
little call for your judgment and experience, to the place
where they are likely to be so necessary. Nor am I sin-
gular in my opinion: every gentleman of the family, the
officers and soldiers, generally, have a confidence in you.
The enemy constantly inquire where you are, and seem t.o
be less confident when you are present.

Colonel Cadwalader, through a special indulgence on
account of som~ civilities shown by his family to General
Prescott, has been liberated from New- York without any
parole. He informs that the enemy have a southern expedi-
tion in view; that they hold us very cheap in consequence of
the late affair at j}Iount Washington, where both the plan of
defence and execution were contemptible. If a real defence
of the lines was intended, the number was too few; if the
fort only, the garrison was too numerous by half. General
Washina'ton's own judgment, seconded by representations
from us,bwould,Ib.elieve, have saved the men and their arms;
but unluckily, General Greene's judgment was contrary.
This kept the General's mind in a state of suspense till the
stroke was struck. Oh, General! an indecisive mind is one
of the greatest misfortunes that can befall an army: how
often have I lamented it this campaign!

All circumstances considered, we are in a very awful,
alarminO' state, one that requires the utmost wisdom and
firmness"of mind. As soon as the. season will admit, I
think yourself and some otbers should go to Congress, and
form the plan of the new army, point out their d?fects to
them, and, if possible, prevail on them to bend their whole
attention to this (Treatobject, even to the exclusion of every
other. If they \~ilI not, or cannot do this, I fear all our ex-
ertions will be vain in this part of the world. Foreign
assistance is soliciting, but we cannot expect they will fight
the whole battle.

I intended to have said more, but the express is waiting,
and I must conclude with my clear and explicit opinion that
your presence is of the last importance.

I am, with very much affection and regard, your very
affectionate, humble servant,

JOSEPHREED, Adjut. Gen.

Major-General Lee, at the White-Plains.

COLONEL E. HUNTINGTON TO THE COM~nTTEE OF LITCHFIELD,
CONNECTICUT.

Peekskill, 21st November, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: By Genmal Heath's order, I have sent to

Your care one SerO"eant Jt]cClowd, who is a prisoner of war;
" ' h 'was taken on the 17th instant, !IIgh t e enemy scamp.

You will please to have him so taken care of that whenever
a chan!Te of prisoners shall take place he may be had.

I an~ gentlemen, with respect, your obedient and humble
servant,

E. HUNTINGTON,Assistant A(y'utant-General.

To the Committee of Safety of Litchfield.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM COLONEL JEDEDIAH HUNTING-

TON TO HIS SON, DATED CAMP, QIST NOVEMBER, 1776.

I am now at Sidman's bridge, on Ramapough river, in
the Precinct of Haverstraw, Orange County, New- York,
twenty miles in a southwesterly direction from Peekskill, on
lludson'sriver, twenty miles from l/ackensack town, which
lies on the river of that name, that empties itself into New-

ark Bay, about ten miles below Hackensack town. We
hear to-day that the enemy are at Hackensack new bridge,
two miles below the town, and that our Army have taken up
the bridge to prevent their passing. lexpect to be stationed
at this place all winter. Have orders to build barracks for
my men, which I am doing with logs. They make homely
but very warm habitations. Your uncle David was glad
to sleep in them in his journey to Susquehanna. I am in
good health.

GENERAL JJEE TO JAMES BOW))QIN.

Camp at Philipsburg, November 21st, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Before the unfortunate affair of Fort rVash-
ington, it was my opinion that the two armies.-that on the
east and that on the west side of North River-must rest
each on its own bottom; that the idea of detaching and
reinforcing from one side to the other, on every motion of
the enemy, was chimerical; but to harbour such a thought
in our present cit'cumstances is absolute insanity. In this
invasion, should the enemy alter the present direction of
their operations, and attempt to open the passage of the
Highlands, or enter New-England, I should never entertain
a thoU!Thtof beinO' succoured from the western army. I
know i't' is impossible. We must therefore depend upon
ourselves. To Connecticut and Massachusetts, I shaH look
for assistance. The time of service of the men who com-
pose the little corps under my command is near eXpiring.
The enemy's troops are well clad for a winter campaign.
Should they attempt when the winter sets in to open the
communication of the Highlands, or enter New-England,
I know not what we have to oppose 'em. Some ,means
must be devised to raise your regular battalions, for as to
your Militia, they are grown more detestable than ever, not
from the bad quality of the men, for they are certainly
good, but from the wretched character of the officers,
particularly the lower sort, who want every attribute of
soldiers and citizens. They want spirit, patience, constitu-
tion, integrity, and publick virtue of course. If your men
run away you may be assured that the way is led by the
officers. There are, notwithstanding, some worthy subjects
amongst 'em, but the bad preponderates so enormously that
little confidence can be placed in your Militia. I must
repeat, therefore, that I hope not only the legislative body,
but the whole gentlemen of the New-England Provinces,
will exert themselves to forward the completion of the
Continental regiments. For Heaven's sake, sir, contrive to
send us some blankets, otherwise we must dissolve away
before the time of our natural death. I hope the cursed
job of Fort Washington will occasion no dejection: the
plact! itself was of no value. For my own part I am per-
suaded tl1at if we only act with common. sense, spirit, and
decision, the day must be our own.

Adieu, dear sir, and believe me to be, most respectfully,
yours, CHARLESLEE.

To the President of the Council of Massachusetts.

WILLIAM BRADFORD TO MESHECH WEARE.
General Lee's Quarters, November 21, 1776.

MAY IT PT,EASEYOUJ;tEXCELLENCY: Hurry of business
at present prevents the General from writing himself. He
has desired me to apologize for tbe same, and to inform
your Excellency that there is the greatest probability of the
enemy's paying you a visit very soon, a deserter having
just come from the enemy, who declares 'twas in orders
they should embark this day. Their design is, we imagine,
to obtain secure winter quarters for themselves and shipping.
Yesterday they landed, by the best intelligence we can get,
about five thousand, in the Jerseys, four miles from Dobbs's
Ferry. The particulars, since they landed, we have not
learned. This manreuvre don't look like embarking, but
the deserter appears so confident in his assertion that the
General thought proper to acquaint your Excellency of it
immediate] y,

I am, sir, with respect, your obedient, humble servant,
WILLIAM BRADFORD,

Aid-de-Camp to General Lee.
By General Lee's orders.
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GENERAL LEE TO GENERAL HEATH.

Camp Philipsburg, November 21st, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL:I yesterday received your note, for
which I thank you; but had before received the intelli-
gence of the enemy'shavinglanded in the Jersey. Colonel
Reed has written me a shoit billet that I do not weJl under-
stand.'*' I shall be obliged to you for some account of the
condition and progress of YOllrbarracks, and what number
of men they are or will be capable of lodging, and what is
the state of your defences, should you be attacked; as of
likewise your numbers, and how they are stationed. If yOll
have any sketch of the country, be so kind as to favour
me with it; and am, deal' General, yours most sincerely,

CHARLESLEE.
General Heath, Peekskill.

GENERAL LEE TO GENERAL HEATH.

Camp, November 21st, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL:I have just received a recommenda-
tion-not a positive order-from the General to move the
corps under my command to the other side the river.
This recommendation was, I imagine, on the presumption
that I had already moved nearer the Peekskills. There is
no possibility of crossing over Dobbs's Ferry, or at any
place lower than King's Ferry, which to us would be such
an immense rOlmdthat we could never answer any purpose.
I must therefore desire and request that you wiII order two
thousand of YOllrcorps, under a Brigadier-General, to cross
the river, apprise the General, and wait his further orders.t
As soon as we have finished a necessary job I wiJl replace
this number from hence, which job will, I believe, be finished
to-morrow.

I am, dear General, yours,

General Heath.
CHARLES LEE.

GENERAL HEATH TO GENERAL LEE.

Peekskill, November 21st, 1776-10 o'clock at night.

DEARGENERAL:I am now to acknowledge the receipt
of your favours of this day's date, the fonner of which I had
answered early in the evening. With respect to the latter,
upon having recQurse to my instructions, I find they are such
as not to admit of moving any part of the troops from the
posts assigned to me, unless it be by express orders fi'om his
Excellency or to support you in case you are attacked. :My
instructions, among other things, are as follows:

"Your division, with such troops as are now at Forts
Montgomery, Independence, and Constitution, are to be
under your command, and remain in this quarter, for the
security of the above posts and the passes through the High-
lands from this place and the one on the west side of Hud-
son's river. Unnecessary it is for me to say any thing to
evince the importance of securing the land and water
communication through tbese passes, or to prove the indis-
pensable necessity of using every exertion in your power to
have such works erected for the defence of them as your
own judgment, assisted by that of your Brigadiers and Engi-
neer, may show the expediency of. You will not only keep
jn view the importance of securing these passes, but the

".N'01Jember 2Oth.-J ust at evening 1\n express, which General Heath
had sent down to General Washington before he had any knowled~e of
what had happened, returned with. a most alarming account of ~hat
he had seen with his own eyes, viz: that the .!lmericans were rapidly
retreating, and th.e British as rapidly pursuing. The Adjutant-General
[Reed] wished to write to General ~ee, but he had neither pen, ink, or
paper, ~ith.him. The Li~ht-Hors~man had a rough f>iece of wrapping
paper In his pocket, aM the AdJutant-Gel1eral had an old pencil.
Brmging these two to~ether, he wrote to General Lee: "Dear General,
we are flying bef()re the British. 1 pray"-and the pencil broke. He
thfJn told the Light-Horemau to carry the paper to General Lee and tell
him that he was verbally ordered to add, after 1 pray,

"
you push and

join us." The Light-Horseman, when he arrived at General Heath's
was both fatigued and wet. He requested that one of his brother
horsemen might proceed to General Lee; but he was told that no other
could discharge the duty enjoined on him by the Adjutant-Genera!, and
that General Lee might wish to m!lke many inquiries of him. He was
therefore refreshed and pushed on. General Lee, instead of moving his
division, or any part of it, wrote General Heath by the returnin~ ex-
press, the following letter.-Heath. "

t Upon receiving this letter from General Lee, (for General Heath did
not receive the least hint from General Washington to move any part
of the troops under his command by the express who brought the order
to [,ee,) he took up his instructions from General Washington to see if he
might dare to make any detachment; upon which he wrote General
Lee the following answer to his letter.-Heath.

necessity of doing it without delay, not only from the prob-
ability of the enemy's attempting to seize them, but from the
advanced season, which will not aumit of any spade-work
after the frost (which may be daily expected) sets in. Lose
not a moment therefore in choosing the grounds on the east
and west side of the river, on which your intended works are
to be erected. Let your men for each post be speedily
allotted," &;c.

After instructions so positive and pressing, you will readily
agree, that it would be very improper in me to order any ot
the troops from posts to which they are so expressly assigned,
and from business which in bis Excellency's view is so very
important. Add to this, their present disposition is such,
that to collect any thing near the number you mention would
occasion as great delay, and cause maqy of them to march
nearly as far, as if sent immed,iately from your quarter.

I am, dear General, with esteem, yours respectfully,
W. HEATH.

General Lee.

HENRY OUTHOUDT TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Catskill, November 21, 1776.

SIR: By a resolution passed the 9th October last, we find
that we and others are appointed to purchase at the cheapest
rate, in tbe County of Albany, sundry articles mentioned in
said resolution, for the use of the Army. We have, although
we lately received the notice of au!' appointment, made all
the inquiry in our power whether we could purchase any of
the said articles, and find that we can get the following, to
wit: shoes at the rate of twenty shillings per pair; woolen
hose from ten to twelve shillings per pair; felt hats from ten
to twelve shillings each; mittens from three shillings and six
pence to five shillings and six pence; check from thirty-two
to forty shillings per shirt, beside the making jcoarse woolen
cloth, linsey-woolsey, and blankets, not to be had in our
district.

As the prices of the above articles are much above the
common price, we have not engaged any except a few pair
of mittens, until such time as we could receive advice from
the Convention.

.

If any of the above articles will suit at the rates mentioned,
Wesuppose we can purchase for the value of five hundred
pounds, and have them ready to be delivered to any person
appointed for said purpose within a short time. Should the
honourable Convention resolve to order us to purchase for
any sum, we should be glad to have the money sent to us
by the first safe opportunity, with directions of Convention in
the premises.

With due esteem, remain, sir, your humble servants,
HENRY OUTHOVDT,

ANTHONY V AN BERGEN.

To the President of the Convention of the State of New-
York.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 7th December.)

Saratoga, November 21st, 1776.

SIR: Generals Gates, Arnold, and Bricket, arrived her()
yesterday. Being informed that very few of the men would
reengage unless they had furloughs granted them to return
home, and that the greater part would not engage at all
before they got into the States from whence they came, and
apprehensive that the garrisons to the northward would with
difficulty be detained after the expiration of the term for
which they were inlisted, I called a council of General Offi-
cers on the subject, the determination of which I do myself
the honour to enclose, together with copy of my orders in
consequence thereof. But as I am still apprehensive tbat
a sufficient number of tmops will not reach Ticonderoga by
the ]ast of December, without some other spur, I could wish
that Congress would order the different States to hasten their
troops up to such places as I have directed.

Colonel Wigglesworth, who went with the {lag,is returned.
Enclose you a copy of a scandalous paper deJivered bim.
He brought with him Sergeant Younglove, of Dayton's, who
was taken near Oswego in August last. Younglove says
the enemy are certainly gone into winter-quarters; that he
saw Sir John Johnson at Montreal a few weeks ago; that he
was afterwards informed that Sir Jolm had sailed for New-
York.
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November 24th.-Colonel Warnerwas with me some
months ago, and showed me a copy of a resolution of Con-
gress appointing him Colonel of a regiment to be raised, and
applied to me for money to recruit. As I had not the least
information /I'om Congress tbat such a regiment was to be
raised, I declined giving him a warrant nntil I should receive
orders fi'om Congress. Mr. Sherman waited upon me SOme
time after, as Paymaster to the regiment, to whom I gave
the same answer; and this morning Colonel Warner and
Mr. Sherman again called upon me on the same business.
As Congress have not sent me any orders on that head, and
a,sI do not know that the State of New-York has appointed
him to one 0\ the four regiments to be raised therein, I have
again declined to order him money until I receive the reso-
lution of Congress through the proper channel.

Notwithstanding the resolution of the Board of General
Officers mentioned in the former part of this letter, 1 have
ordered General Gates to detain the troops at Albany until
I receive information from General Washington of his situa-
tion, as it may be necessary to send the troops down there.
I wish, however, there may be no occasion, as it win greatly
retard the recruiting for the new Army.

As I cannot without ihe consent of Congress leave this
department without a General Officer, I have ordered Gen-
eral Gates to remain at Albany, the others being already
gone down.

Enclose you two papers put into my hands by the Pay-
master-General of this department. 1 really think there is
reason in the observations made in them, and it is beyond
doubt that his duty is much more than that of the Paymaster
at New- York; and as he is a gentleman of strict honour and
delicate feelings, I think the publick should not lose him, and
therefore hope for something in his favour.

25th.-I have this moment received the account of the
Joss of Fort Washington, and sha1l send the troops that are
passed and passing, to the Commander-ill-Chief, as he may
stand in need of them.

I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient, hu.mble
servant, PH. SCHUYLER.
To the Hon. John Hancock.

At a Council of War, held at Saratoga, the 21st November,
1776: Present, the Honourable Major-General Schuyler,
Major-General Gates, Brigadier-General Ar.nold, Brigadier-
General Bl"icket.

Resolved, unanimously, That there is great reason to
be!ieve that very few of the soldiers now in service will
reengage, either during the war or for three years, unless
they are permitted first to return to the different States in
which they were inlisted; and that as the term for which
the troops now in sBl'viceare engaged will expire on the
last day of December next, that it win be prudent and of
the greatest advantage to the publick service that a1l, ex-
cept such a number as is sulficient to garrison the fortresses
in the northern department, should be immediately sent to
their respective States, with orders to recruit with a1l expe-
dition, agreeable to the resolutions of the honourable Conti-
Dental Congress; and to send all the recruits so to be raised,
under proper officers of the respective corps they may
belong to, in such time as to arrive at the places to be
assigned for their quarters on or before the first of January
next, to relieve such as may remain, and whose term of
inlistment will then expire.

P SHILIP CHUYLER,
HORATIO GATES,
B. ARNOLD.

J. LANSING,Jun., Secretary.

GENERAL SCHUYLER'S ORDERS.

Saratoga, November 21st, 1776.

SIR: As the term for which most of the troops now in
garrison at Ticonderoga, and other posts above, wiJl expire
on the last day of December next, and it would be extremely
imprudent to leave any of the u[fper posts with less troops
than are now assigned to them, you wi1l march your
regiment (whose term of inJistment also expires on the last
day of December) to the State of New-Hampshire, and
there recruit the same with the utmost expedition. What-
ever number you may have recruited about the latter end of

December, you will order to march under one of your field-
officers in such time as that they may reach Ticonderoga jf
possible by the first of Janu.ary, to relieve part of tlie garrison
of that place. You wiII please send me returns every
fortnight of tbe state of your regiment, that I may be enabled
to take measures for sending other tmops to the northward
in case there should be a deficiency from your quarter.

I am, &c.,
P

.

H. SCHUYLER.

GENERAL PHILIPS'S ORDERS RELATIVE TO FLAGS OF TRUCE.

The boat from Ticonderoga, caHed a flag of truce, may
be sent back with the persons who came in it. It is
unnecessary to say more to these people than to repeat that
his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief does not permit
flags of truce, or any communication with the American
Rebels, un]ess coming to implore the King's mercy. The
allowing these Rebels in this boat to return, and not made
prisoners, is an instance of the clemency of his :Majesty's
officers to these unfortunate people, but it is recommended
to them to be careful bow they venture within the posts
of the Army, as they will be treated as spies.

Camp at St. Jobn's, November 15th, 1776.
.

'V. PHILIPS, M. General.
To Captain Schanlcs, commanding the Naval depal'lment

at St. John's, to be sent by him to Lieutenant Longcroft;
and a copy of this may be given to the Rebels.

GENERAL HERCHKEIMER TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF
ARRANGEMENTS.

Canajoharie, November 21,1776.

HONOLTRABLEGENTLEMEN: I recommend Captain John
Eisenlord, of Colonel Van Dyke's regiment, as a weB
qualified gentleman for his rank and station, and would be
glad if he would be nominated and appointed as a Captain
in the new arrangement during war, by your Honours'
choice and authority. I am convinced that he will behave
further satisfactory to the States in genera], as well as to
our County in particu]ar.

I am, respectfully, bonourable gentlemen, your obedient,
humble servant,

NICHOLAS HERCHKEIMER.

To the honourable Committee of Convention for the new
arrangementof Continentalservice,in the State of New-
York.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM Q.UEBECK, DATED NOVEMBER

21, 1776.
On Friday night last General Carleton arrived here from

the Army, and on Monday he was waited on with the fol-
lowing Address by a committee of gentlemen appointed for
tbat purpose by their feHow-citizens: .

To his Excellency Sir GUY CARLETON, Knight oj the
Bath, Captain-General and Commander-in- ChieJ oj the
Provinces of QUEBECK, General and Commander-in-
Chief of his 1lCajesty's Forces, Erc., Ere., Ftc.:

:MAYIT PLEASE YOUREXCELLENCY: We, his Majesty's
faithful and loyal subjects, the gentlemen, merchants, and
citizens residing in Quebeck, most sincere]y congratulate your
Excellency on the signal victory obtained by the forces under
your command o\"er the Rebel fleet on Lake Champlain.

Impressedwith a just and lively sense of the excellence
of our glorious Constitution, we are determined under all
circumstances to preserve it inviolate. Firm]y attached to
our roost gracious Sovereign, and truly sensible of the inesti
mable blessings we enjoy under the protection of his Gov-
ernment, we behold with sorrow and indignation tbe mad
attempts of factious men on either side the Atlantick, by
who~e diabolical machinations the greatest part of tbisCon-
tinent is plunged into the horrours of a civil war.

With gratefulheartswe acknowledgethat the peace and
tranquillity we now enjoy is owing (under Providence)
to the determined resolution, steady perseverance, and
unshaken constancy, which, during the tedious siege of this
city, shone in every part of your Excellency's conduct. If
we, on our parts, have been in any degree conducive to the
preservation of the garrison, we are happy in the reflection
of having done an act of duty to our King and country.
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We take the liberty to request your Excellency will
assure our most gracious Sovereign, that we will, to the
utmost of our power, on every occasion, with our lives and
fortunes, protect, maintain, and support his Royal person,
his family, and Government.

Permit us also to add our gratulations on your safe return
to this city, where we truly wish you may enjoy, without
interruption, those endearing and domestick blessings of
which you bave been so long deprived, by the duties insep-
arably annexed to your publick character.

[To this Address, which was signed by those, and those
only, who assisted in the defence of the garrison last winter,
his Excellency returned the following Answer:]

GENTLEMEN:I return you thanks for this dutiful and
affectionate Address. You may assure vourselves it will not
be less agreeable to me to represent, than it must be grateful
to our Sovereign to know, the loyalty and firm attachment of
subjects whose actioIls have so well evinced the sincerity of
their professions.

I have no doubt that you will on every occasion exert the
same ardour and spirit in the cause of the King and Govern-
ment, as WaSso manifest in the trial to which you were so
lately put.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety,
Hartford, November 21st, 1776: Present, his Honour the
Governour, the Deputy Governour, Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez
Huntington, Wm. Williams, William Hillhouse, Thomas
Seymour, Benjamin Huntington, Esquires.

Appointed officers to supply the places of those that
refused to serve in the eight Battalions now to be raised for
Continental service.

Hartford, November 22d, 1776.

Present, his Honour the Governour, his Honour the Dep-
uty Governour, Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez Huntington, Wm.
Williams, Wm. Hillhouse, Thomas Seymour, Benjamin
Huntington, Esquires.

Voted, That the General Officers from this State, together
with the Colonels of the Continental Regiments, now to be
raised for CO)1tiOJ;Jntalservice, be desired to arrange the
Captains, Subaltern, and Staff Officers, appointed by this
State to serve in said Regiments, in due order, and make
return of their doings to his Honour the Governour, that the
same may be considered and established by this Board.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO JOHN LANGDON.

Newport, November 21st, 1776.

SIR: I. wrote you a letter some ~ime ago, acquainting
you that It appeared to a Court-Martial that Captain Bow-
den, of the brig Royal Exchange, had some hand in forward-
ing a mutiny on board, and for you to stop his ad~'enture
until that matter was cleared up. Since the Captain has
been here, and declares his innocence, and I wrote to him
by Captain Whipple, that whatever he gave him an order
to. receiv~ should be satisfactory to me; but on seeing Cap-
tam Whtpple and the officers belonging to the fleet, they
do not seem satisfied with giving him money; however,
should think it but humanity for you to supply him with
three or four hundred dollars, to enable him to subsist while
here, and it will be agreeable to me; and I do not think the
Congress or the people of the Navy will take it amiss. I
am now almost ready, and expect to sail in a few days; in
the mean time, I am, with great respect, sir, your humble
servant,

ESEK HOPKINS.

To John Langdon, Esq., Agent for the Continental Fleet
in the State of New-Hampshire.
P. S. Captain W/fipple, his officers and men, are going

out directly; but I supposethey will leavesomepower for
their prize money with some person here that will advance
tl1em some part of it.

Boston, November 21,1776.

The prize brig laden with clothing, taken and sent into
this port by Captains Skimmer and Tu,cker, had on board

664 dozen men's shoes; 41 dozen women's shoes; 548
dozen siJk, worsted, and yarn stockings; 228 pieces milled
piaiding ; 6 dozen men's shammy gloves; 11 dozen milled
gloves; 62 dozen worsted and yarn gloves; 1 dozen silk
gloves; 11 dozen milJed mittens; 40~' pieces linen; 247
dozen ruffled shirts; 18 dozen plain shirts; 57 dozen check
shirts; 3,052 yards blanketing; 74 dozen plaiding breeches;
lQO dozen pIaiding waistcoats; 7 dozen milled waistcoats;
16,429 yards osnabrigs; 2,436 yards white and blue napped
cottons; 1,525 yards dowlass; 25 reams writing paper; 18
dozen worsted caps; 116 pounds sewing thread; 994 yards
bed ticking; 231 yards brown Holland; 100 dozen printed
handkerchiefs; 19 dozen check handkerchiefs; 77 table-
cloths; 1,989 yards sheeting; 205 yards diaper; 14 pieces
long lawn; 7 pieces cambricks; Q31 pounds nun's white
thread; 36 pounds whitened.brown thread; 192 pounds
osnabrigs thread; 112 pieces printed cloth; 54 dozen fine
thread night-caps; 9 dozen cotton ditto; 33 pounds white
thread, sorted; 6 dozen men's shambuck breeches; 6 dozen
ditto,Iamb; 5 dozen gl"Ounded lamb ditto; 27 casksnails,
sorted; 10 boxes candles; 30 boxes soap; 30 hogsheads
porter; 149 piecessail-cloth,containing5,781 yards; 150
firkins butter; 65 dozen bottles red port wine; 114 ditto
sherry; 106.dittoLisbon; and 50 bushelsbarleyi-amount
of invoice, £2,50:3 2s. 8~d.

Last Sunday a prize brig, with two hundred and fifty
hogsheads fish; and Jtlonday a prize snow, laden also with
fish,were sent into Newburyport by Captain Geddens, in
the Civil Usage. They were from Newfoundland, bound
to Europe.

The Ticonderoga post informs, that there have been
to several scouting parties out under St. John's, but could
make no discovery of tbe enemy. -

.

In discharging a cannon at some of the enemy's ships
that were on the 5th instant endeavouring to pass Fort Lee,
at New- York, it missed fire, wheu the brave, (though very
young,) the intrepid, and the gallant Captain Hardy Peirce,
of this town, stepping nimbly before it, to give orders, it, on
a sudden, went off, when he received the whole charge in
his body, which put a period to his existence.

Captain JtlcFarlan left Broad Bay last Saturday week
with a sloop load of wood for this place, and was the next
day taken by the enemy, who took all his hands out but
himself, and put five men on board, and ordered her for
Halifax. The Captain, unknown to the men, let out all
the water; and when it was discovered th.at all the water
was gone, and a storm coming on, and the men not being
acquainted with the coast, left the care of the sloop to the
Captain, who likewise was owner, and took so good care of
her as to bring her into Long-Island, in this harbour, last
Tuesday se'nnight, where he delivered the prisoners, who are
since brought to town, and committed to jail.

ABISHA WASHBURN TO HUGH ORR.

Salisbury, November 21st, 1776.

SIR: Agreeable to your request I have been to Sheffield,
and viewed the situation that is proposed for the building
of a furnace for the making of cannon there. I think the
place will answer for that purpose, and that a furnace
convenient for the same may be built on the spot that I
have viewed. Wood is very near and plenty, and I
imagine the water will never fail. These are essential
artiCles, and the encouragement for being well supplied
with them there is great.

If it is determined by your State to go on with this
undertaking, I should think that some preparation this
winter would much forward the business next season. My
compliments attend yourself and family.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
ABISHA WASHBURN.

To Hugh Orr, Esq.

REPRESENTATION OF JOHN ALLEN, OF NOVA-SCOTIA, TO

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL, RELATIVE TO THE MICKMAC

AND ST. JOHN'S TRIBE OF I_NDIANS.

The honourable Council Board for the MASSACHUSETTS
State, AIIIERICA:

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS: The ltlicmac Indians
having empowered me to represent to your Honours their
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situation, their reasons for not complying with the treaty
entered into by some of their young men, and your Honours
desiring it might be done in writing, J shall endeavour, froal
the different minutes I have taken, to state the different
movements, which I presume may be further satisfactory,
their reasons for not assenting to the said treaty, and their
present situation, as accurately and intelligible as my time
and hurry of mind will permit.

After hostilities were commenced between America and
Britain, they appeared very sullen in their form and be-
haviour. This created much anxiety in the minds of the
people of Nova-Scotia; both sides seemed jealous of their
intentions; even the Acadians, their most intimate friends,
were ,str:J,ngers to their designs. They did not, as usual,
frequent the different towns, but kept close to their respective
villages, only now and then particular ones from the several
tribes meeting'to consult.

In the summer, 1775, the General Assembly of lVova-
Scotia passed an act to prevent powder going coastwise
without a special license from Government. This re-
strictipn occasioned ammunition to be very scarce in the
different settlements. It aftected none more than the
Ind.ians, whose subsistence depended on this commodity.
The Indians were greatly enraged at the proceeding, and
all the art and the insinuations of our politicians could not
for some time satisfy them. Several persons belonging to
Government, observing how highly the Indians resented
the matter, and no doubt dreading the consequences of
affrooting them, made it known to Governour Legge, who
immediately (with advice of Council) issued out, in a pri-
vate manner, a kind of citation, desiring all the chiefs to
attend near Halifax, in order for a conference, promising at
the same time to furnish them with sufficient ammunition
for the winter. Most of them attended at one time, and the
rest soon after, on hearing of the treatment of the first set.
Mr. Legge, at the conference, endeavoured to stigmatize
the Americans as much as possible, calling them the most
scurrilous names, stated the matter as much as he could in
favour of Britain, requested them to take up arms and
oppose the Rebels, and harass their back settlements, men-
tioning those particularly adjacent to Nova-Scotia. What
the result of this conference was I never could particularly
learn. The Indians have since said tbey utterly refused,
notwithstanding it was very certain they received ammuni-
tion, provision, and clothing; and it was obvious to every
person who saw them after, was well satisfiedwith the
business they had transacted. This conference occasioned
great alarms through the country; that is, those who were
well-wishers to America. Reports were daily propagated
to amuse the inhabitants, that the Indians were to be
embodied in the spring, and distributed through the Province
to keep in awe tbe disaffected.

The inhabitants in general bein.g well-affected to the
cause of America, occasioned the powers of Government to
exert their authority in curbing (as they said) the progress
of rebellion, passed several severe acts against American
principles. The House of Assembly being so modeled
they could get no he]p or redress from them.

TlIe County of Cumberland and the settlement of Cobe-
guide, preceiving tbe intention of Government, and being
for some time considering how to join with the Continent,
began to consuJt for immediate safety. Cumberland in
particular seemed most assiduous, determined if there were
any way practicable, to throw off the grievous yoke of
Bn:tain, which had so galled them since their first settle-
ment, and form under the banner of America. These
proceedings procured them most inveterate enemies. Mes-
sengers were despatched incog. among them, (the Indians,)
to urge them to come and destroy us j and, indeed, some of
them seemed very well pleased with the scheme During
this, the hurry of business was such,and my indisposition,
being lately recovered from the small-pox, I could not
myself get among the Indians, I sent some French to hear
what they intended doing.' I had the happiness of receiving
such satisfactory answers that I had no reason to expect

lany difficulty would happen from thence at tbe present,
intending early in tbe spring to pay them a visit. But in
the month of klarch we were again alarmed, that there had
been a general meeting of all the tribes from Bay of Cheleur
to Cape Sable, for what end we could not learn. Soon after
I heard tbat some were coming to Cumberland, authorized
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by the whole, in order to do something. This prevented
my intended journey. Soon after tbe arrival of the British
troops at Fort Cumberland advice came to me ihat a
number of Indians had been at the. garrison, had a confer-
ence with Colonel Goreham,and were returned loadedwith
provisions, clothing, and ammunition. I immediately pro-
ceeded with all expedition to Bay Vert~, where I only
found one of the chiefs, just setting off. I had a great deaf
of conversation with him, but could not understand what
his business was with Goreham. He was very precise in
his behaviour sometimes, and cross, which did not a little
surprise me, from the intimacy wbich always subsisted
between us. These movements created great fear among
the country people,so much so that despondency seemed tQ
take the place with some. '

In June three chiefs came to my house one morning,
who acquainted me they had come to converse ,on the state
of affairs, and consult what method was best to take, pre-
senting me at the same time a letter from General Wash-
ington. Tbey further said that Goreham had invited them
to come and see him, which they intended doing, asking
my advice how they should behave when at the garrison;
and finding by their conversation, theit. well wish to America,
and their determinationto go in, I advised iIlem to go at
once, so that I might have an opportunity at theif returning
to hear what had passed. I took from them General
Washington's letter, to keep tin they came back. They
also delivered me a letter from one Carte, at it'lerimicke, to
Colonel Goreham, l'ihich I opened, and mentioning to them
of Mr. Washington's letter, and something of their situation,
they snatched it out of my band and burnt it. They re-
fused drinking any thing tin their return from ihe garrison.

In the evening they returned very sober, told me that
Goreham had asked them several questions about the state
of Canada-if they did not think the Rebels of America
were bad men? whether they would not take up arms to
oppose them? He told them they sbould have every thing
they wanted, such as good clothing, provisions, money, and
ammunition, and. desired them to consider of the affair
among themselves; but if they would not take up arms in
favour of the King, he expected they would not take up
arms against him. Goreham dismissed tbem after giving
ammunition and provision.

Next morning we conversed pretty largely on matters;
they said General FVashingt(ln's letter had given universal
satisfaction. They adored him as a saint, for the reason
that thoughhe was harassedwith war himself,still he teJ]s
us (says tbey) "to be at peace, and if we want help he
will grant it and defend us. That for this their incessant
prayers were for his success." They further told me that
they had turned out one of their chiefs because he spoke
disrespectfully of General Washington. They expected a
truck-house would soon be erected on their shore, and
that they had sent John Baptist and klantua to answer the
Jetter, and tell their good wishes towards their brothers the
Boston men. But (say they) "we do not comprehend
what all this quarreling is about. How comes it that Old
England and New should quarrel and come to blows?
The father and son to fight is terrible. Old France and
Canada did not do so; we cannot think of fighting our-
selves until we know who is right and who is wronl1." In
answer,I told them that I intended to have goneOamonl1
them to have a conference respecting these matters; bu~
on hearing of their coming I postponed it, and that I was
now ready to instruct them in any tbing I knew; and,
in a brief manner, acquainted them with tbe nature of the
dispute; which ~apparently gave them much satisfaction.
They said it was very well, but I must go and explain it to
the whole, who would assemble for that purpose any where
I pleased to meet them. I told them I had wrote to New-
England a state of the Province; had particularly men-
tioned their situation, and that when an answer came, I
should attend at Coquen, twenty-five leagues from Bay
Varte, but would be glad they wou]d send word when ready
themselves, intending at that time to persuade them to a
treaty, take up the French Commissioners, and procure
them others from the States.

Soon after the courier,which I sentto klachias, retumed j
instead of receiving any satisfactory answer, as I was in
daily expectation of, they told that the man who had been
entrusted with the pacl,et to the General Court of the
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~Massachusetts State, was landed from a man-of-war at St.
John's, was thrown overboard, by which I was not only
frustrated in my plan for reducing. the Province, but at a
loss what to say to the Indians, and perform my promise to
them. We were a150 during this period attacked on every
side by various false reports, to excite the inhabitants to
keep peaceable, or to fi'igbt them to compliances with the
mandates of Government. A scene of trouble and confu-
sion seemed impending over the country. The few strag-
gling Indians who appeared in tbe settlements gave great
attention, and it appeared obvious their minds were too
fluctuating to put any real dependence on their fidelity.

I found my situation too precarious to continue in the
country, and rather detrimental 10 tbe peace of tbe com-
munity, as several express orders had come to apprehend
me, and by the advice of my friends determined to take
shelter in tbese new States.

T was veryal)xious to have a conference with the lndians
before I Jeft the country, but found it very difficult, as the
different roads and avenues were guarded to the place I
promised to meet the Indians; nor was I certain of meet-
ing them, and how they stood affected at the time. I waited
some time longer, wben two Indians arrived for me. I im-
mediately took some Frenchmen who were piJots, througb
tbe woods,and set ofr tbe next day for Goguen,distanceby
land about twenty leagues. I was somewhat detained in
my journey by a tree falling in the night, when one of my
Frenchmen received such a wound I imagine is since dead.
It took him four days to get to inhabitants. Before my
arrival at Goguen, I met some young Indians, who were
coming to meet me. They informed that John Baptist and
Matua had returned, and had a great packet with them, but
that it much displeased the chiefs, and asked me if I was
not COmeto request them to take up the hatchet; I answered
no; wbich seemed to please tbem much. This somewhat
surprised me. I waived saying any thing more to tbem.

On my arrival I was received very kindly by tbe different
Indians, but perceived gloomy countenances. After telling
them some news which they seemed anxious to know, I
desired to meet next day, at ten o'clock. The Frenchmen
where I lodged understood the language well; acquainted
methat John Baptist and Matua had been to New-Ellgland,
and had entered into a treaty; that it very much displeased
the chiefs, even so much tbat Baptist and Mantua, from fear,
(as he supposed,) told them that they were imposed on, and
had signed things that were not read to them, and that he
understood from their different conversations, they were
determined not to agree to the treaty.

They all assembled the day after, twenty-one in number;
and asked them if there were any more of the chiefs expected.
They answered that they appeared there in behalf of the
whole Mickmac tribe, at the desire and by the authority of
the absent chiefs, as well as in behalf of their own particular
tribes. I then addressed them, that agreeable to promise
made Joseph Sapscruort, I had come to have a conference,
not with any authority from the United States, but as a
member of the same community with themselves, to deter-
mine UpOIlsomething for our safety and welfare,and that I
expected soon to be on the continent, where I intended
making known tbeir situation. They were very glad (they
answered) that I appeared as one of themselves, and would
be glad to know of things, but that they were very angry
and uneasy about some proceedings of John Baptist and
:Mantua. I told them we would not enter upon tbat till
we had discussed some other affairs about the dispute with
America and Britain. They desired me to proceed. I

. accordingly gave a short historical account of matters from

the beginning of the settlement of America, the reasons of
the first emigrants leaving Europe, the different charters
of the Colonies, the unjust demand of Britain, and breach
of faith, the usurped authority claimed by Britain, the dif-
ferent steps taken by tbe Americans for redress, and finally
the desigri of establisbing civil and religious liberty, their
power and strength. They listened with the greatest atten-
tion, and at the end of every sentence gave their assent.

As I presume it .may appear more intelligible to your
Honours, I shall Wl'lte it down, as the conversation hap-
pened, by way of dialogue.

An. You have now heard the nature and rise of the
dispute: do you think Great Britain had a riaht to treat
America in such a manner? 0

In. If it is as you set forth, No.
An. Do you justify the Americans in their opposition?
In. Yes.
An. Then what objections have YOIl against the treaty

si"ned by some of your own tribe; why would YOllnot join
with them in defence of that liberty wherein you are con-
cerned yourself? ,

In. Because we never authorized those persons to do such
a thina. Some of it we cannot perform. Our situation
is sucl~ that it must be of fatal consequences to families
should it (even if we were willing) be known; and these
men say they were imposedon, and we are determinedto
retu rn it.

An. I cannot allow that YOllr men were imposed on, for
I know the gentlemen who made the treaty were different
kind of persons. I desire that John Baptist and Matua
may be examined before me.

Jno. Baptist. I don't believe they intended to impose
11pon us, but as I was tbe only interpreter, I believe we did
not understand one another.

An. You hear this; and I expect that reports of being
imposed on, be not propagated. What do you intend to do
with the treaty?

In. We intend to carry it to Fort Gumberland or Hali-
fax, and show it, and let them know we intend to send it
back, for fear tbey will send their big vessels in our rivers
and prevent us fromfowlingand fishing.

An. This will be very wrong. You may affi'onta power
that is far superiour-the New-England ITan. If you are
determined to send it back, I will take it, and deliver it to
the govern ours of the :Massachusetts.

In. This we would be very glad of.
An. Since this is your determination concerning the treaty,

I would ask some questions.
In. Very well.
An. Would you be willing, if in your power, without

distressing your families, to help your brothers the New-
England men?

In. Weare afraid to tell you what we would do in that
case. We receive our present support from Old England.
We want not to molest any, but to keep in friendship with
all.

An. Would you screen any person who should Aee for
safety among you who might be drove form their dwellings
by the Britons?

In. We would not hurt them.
An. Do you incline to help Briton against our country-

men the Americans?
In. No.
An. Would you rather traffick with the United States than

Britain?
In. Yes, very much; but we have been greatly imposed

on by the traders and fishermen from New-England.
An. Would you incline to assist the other inhabitants if

they join with tbe United States?
In. When we see a sufficientpower in this country we

will tell you what we will do. We know nothing certain
about things. We know we must submit to the strongest
power. They then presented General Washington's letter,
saying" There is what we will stand to. George Washing-
ton wrote that we might continue in peace if we pleased,
for which he must be a good man. We will pray for !Jim j
and if our messengers had acted as they ought, and what we
had instructed them with, we should now have been happy,
and not have given any suspicion to our brethren in New-
England."

An. Would you have aIJ these matters made known to
the governours of the }}[assachusetts State?

In. Yes, certainly.
Matua. I think there shouldbe a copy of this conference,

that we might show it to the Englishmen,that they may be
convincedwe don't want to quarrel.

Ins. Very good.
An. I think j}[atua has a great deal of impudence to

make such a proposal. AfLerputting us into such confusion,
I cannot be of your opinion, nor think it expedient such a
thing should be done. I told you before that I came not
with authority from the States, but only as one of yoursel ves,
and that what we talked upon there should be kept secret.
And I promise YOIl tbat I will communicate sufficient to
prevent any hurt coming on you by the Englishmen for any
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thing done here; and I expect from you that you will not
gire them any encouragement by haring a correspondence
with them, but keep them at a distance.

In. We understand all this, and think it very good. We
will take your advice, and trust you will do what you
can to help us, and not have us de~troyed by the Old
Englishmen nor be thought enemies by the New-England-
men.

An. I thil}k you do right to be at peace in your situation,
and am sure yoU\' brothers the New-Englandmen want you
should. Their young men acted foolishly, but forgive them.
Be quiet and easy; you will by and by see what great
things God will do for you and us. Have YOllany thing
more to say?

In. Yes, we would be glad YOll would write a letter to
the governours of New-England, which we will sign.

An. Please choose some person among YOll to dictate.
Joseph SapsC/"uort was chosen. He dictated what is

wrote in their letter, as exact as the style of their language
would any way admit.

An. Have you any thing more to mention?
They recapitulated over the contents of the letter again,

with this addition: "You may tell them that we will send
two chiefs in the spring. Are obliged to our brothers fOT
their good offers, particularly the truck-house at ~lachias;
but tell them it is no service to us, even should we have
things for nothing, the distance is so great. We give our
love to all our brothers in New-England, and particular to
our good friend and brother George Washington. We wish
you a good voyage, and tbat God will take care of YOlland
bring you back safe."

I distributed among them about twenty weight of tobacco,
being all I could bring. After smoking a pipe together,
they very affectionately took leave of me, and departed for
their different settlements the same evening.

From this conversation your Honours might reasonably
suppose the Indians were very sincere; but from their differ-
ent manceuvres and behaviour, which I have seen by many,
I have the greatest reason to suspect their fidelity. They
think among themselves it is a great qualification to use
deception in these affairs, and are led thereby to practise
dissimulation, and use every art to gain their ends. 'Where
they perceive an opportunity to get something, they will
exert e\'ery faculty to obtain it, although they are endued
with some good properties and capable of improvement.
The Prench and English, and I am sorry to say the latter
in particular, have greatly inculcated (within my remem-
brance) every vice and immorality, and impaired any virtue
they were possessed of. The great respect shown them from
time to time from different sides, emulates a spirit of ambition.
They think that they are of so much importance that many
events depends upon them. I doubt not but your Honours
are well acquainted with the nature of Indians in general,
but the ]}1ickmacs of Nova-Scotia are somewhat different
from most others. Their living aJtogether on the sea-coast,
and that being of considerable extent, mostly settled by
!English, the Indians are generally actuated according to the
Importance of the person or influence anyone has who lives
amongst them. The greatest number of these persons are
zealous Government men, so called in that Province; and,
indeed, I know not one in trade but the Prenchmen settled
at Coguen, but what are enemies to America. Some of these
merchants are men of great property, and supported also in
these times by Government, who use every means to gain
them over. I hare received repeated intelligence of their
persuading the Indians to take up arms, propagating every
kind of news in favour of Britain and detrimental to Amer-
ica. The Indians, who are credulous to a degree, will
listen to every report, and generally belie\'e it, and think
every thing true that is told them.

I IVould take the liberty to inform your Honours that a
plan has been formed (though not made publick) to raise a
body of light troops from Newfoundland, Cape-Breton, and
Nova-Scotia, who, with the Indians they expect to raise in
Cheulieur-Bay and confines of Canada, to penetrate in con-

junction \vith others from Canada, by the river St. John's,
into the easterly parts of this State, to prevent and stop the
lumber trade. The personal knowledge I ha ve of their ways,
(though acknowledged by them as a friend,) I think them
to be a most dangerous set of neighbours, and liable to do

!Treat damaO'e if there is not scrme step taken with tbem.e I:> .
They are pernicious either as friends'or foes m tiJese limes;
though not brave, are capable to take advantages and com-
mit the greatest cruelties. There is some few merits esteem,
as honest, upright men, but there being no government among
them, they are only as ciphers in point of authority. But,
notwithstanding all their bad qualities, there is a method to
win them. A.ny one acquainted with their disposition, and
havinO' fortitude and perseverance to put up with their foibles,
and u~e such arO'uments necessar y as they think their minds

b
I

.
are proper to receive it, showing a good example, any t ling
in reason may be done with thel)1. These circumstances
(should it not be expedient to reduce that Prorince at pre-
sent) I would recommend to your Honours, as my bumbJe
opinion, that some person acquainted with them as before-
mentioned should be employed as a superintendent, or some
other dignified office, and to keep as constant as possible
among them, acquainting them from time to ,time \~ith. the
different news, and how things passes; by tillS, their dIffer-
ent mo~'ements may be known; to have a truck-house
erected in the most suitable place that he thinks for the
benefit of the States and aO'reeable to the Indians. This
wou]d be the means of keeping them quiet or from assisting
Great Britain.

I would observe to your Honours that something of trade
with the .7}!Iickrnacswould turn to considerable account, there
being great quantities of furs collected there; more particular
as the staple commodities might be procured in Not.a-Scotia,
which consequently would not be so expensive as transport-
ing every thing from the Continent. I wou]d beg liberty
further to observe to your Honours, that a plan might be
very easily laid to procure from Nova-Scotia great quantities
of goods, which, at this time, to the clothing the Army, &c.

Your Honours may by this time think me lengthy, and
find fauJt at my troubling you at this busy time with such_ a
detail of things, and the many repetitions used, but presumed
it might appear more clear in forming a judgment of the
Indians' instability.

Should it be approved of, or any part of it satisfactory, it
would be esteemed a pleasure; if otherwise, your Honours
will please indulge me so far as to attribute it to a hear~
warmly attached to the liberties of America, and ever ambi-
tious when thouO'ht to be performinO' the least atom which
might have a te~dency of promotingeits happiness and pros-
perity.

I am, with the most profound duty and respect, your
Honours' most obedient and devoted humble servant,

JNO. ALLAN.
Boston, November 21st, 1776.

FRIENDS, BROTHERS, ANDCOUNTRYMEN:In the spring
of the year we received, with joy and gladness, a very kind
letter from our friend and brother his Excellency George
Washington.

What he said therein gave us great satisfaction, and de-
termined we were to continue in that friendship, with the
same faith as he possessed towards us, and to keep the
chain bright forever.

A few days ago an alarm was spread among us that
another paper was come to require us to take up the
hatchet. We met thereupon, and found that some of our
young men had been with you in the character of chiefs,
and made a treaty to go to war contrary to our desire.
And, as we understand from them, was not rightly under-
stood.

Our situation and circumstances being such at present,
our natural inclinations being peace, only accustomed to
hunt for the subsistence of our families, we could not com-
ply with the terms; our number being not sufficient among
other objections. And as it was not done by our authority
and consent of the different tribes, we are necessitated to
return it.

Still depending upon the promise of our brother Wash-
ington, and relying upon the friendship of all our brothers
and friends your way, we hope and trust no offence in
sending it back, and protesting at the same time that the
chain of friendship is still subsisting between us on our
side, and that we hope forever. A further accollnt of our
situation will in our name be delivered by our brother and
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countryman, John Allan, Esq., bearer of this. Our love
and fi'iendsbip be witb you all.

Weare your friends and brothers,
his

JOSEPH X SAPSAROUCH,Chief of Miramichi.
mark.

his
JEANE BAPTISTE X ALY~IPH, ChiefofRechiboucton~

mark.
his

AUGUSTINE X MICHEL, of Rechiboucton.
mark.

his
THOMAS X ATHENAZE, CMef Of Chediac.

mark.
his

JEROME X ATHAUAZE, Of Chediac.
mark.

his
BAPTIST X ARGUIMON, Chief of Chiguemiton.

mark.
his

JEAN X NOEL ARQ.UIMON, of Chiguemiton.
mark.

his
CHARLES X ALEXIR, Of Cape Sable.

mark.

At Coquen, September 19th, 1776.

INDIAN PETITION.

To the honourable Council and House of Representatives
of the MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

We, the petitioners, humble showeth, we being inhabit-
ants to the Province of ~Massachusetts-Bay, and friends to
the United States of America, did on the 25th day of Oc-
tober, set out on our hunting business, in order to support
ourself and family, on the branches of Union river, where
we use to hunt for our support. At our arrival at the
branches we found all the hunting grounds taken up by
Englishmen from Deer-Island and Bagaduse, which is great
disappointment to us; having no other way to support ourself
and family, we beg your Honours would take our circum-
stances into consideration, and do something to prevent the
Englishmen from hunting, or we and our family will suffer,
as we are afraid to go back in the limits of Canada as we
use to do.

Gentlemen, your attentions to the above will oblige your
friend and humble servant,

his
JOSEPH X PLOARQ.UA.

mark.
his

ACTON X NOCKTUMBARURAR.
mark.

his
JOSEPH X RORAN.

mark.
his

SER X CARTIS.
mark.

Witness:
JOHN RAY.
JOSEPH JEWETT.

Union River, November 2, 1776.

A SHORT STATE OF THE INCONVENIENCES TO WHICH THE

TROOPS ON THE EASTERN SHORE OF VIRGINIA ARE PAR-

TICULARLY SUBJECT.

[Read in Congress November 22d, 1776. Referred to Board of War.)

The publick store in Williamsburg has never been suf-
ficiently furnished with goods to supply all the troops.
Those on this station have in a great measure been de-
prived of the benefit of it, as the most necessary are con-
stantly engrossed by the soldiers more immediately on the
spot. The establishing a store to supply the troops on this
station would certainly be a wise measure, as it would not
only be a great relief to the soldiers, but might be attended
with considerable profit to the Continent, which at present
is enjoyed by petty adventurers, who almost ruin the
$o]diEjrs by supplying them with worthless articles at most
exorbitant price. .

Without tbe ad\'antage of sending the sick to the general
hospitaJ, (which is evidently our case,) the provision made
for that of a regiment is entirely insufficient, their allowance
of medicines being by no means adequate to our necessities,

and proper attendance and many essential necessaries beinO'
entirely unprovided for.

...

, The regulations of Congress in respect to their officers
and soldiers receiving cash instead of their rations is a par-
ticular hardship on the troops here. Since they have not,
nor can they be, supplied with Continental rations, the
articles not being at present to be had, it is but just and'
reasonable they should receive an equivalent.

The situation of this country makes it abso]utely neces-
sary t~at the troops should occupy eight or nine posts, some
of whICh are between eighty and ninety miles apart, and
although the Field Officers of the regiment are under the
necessity of frequently visiting these stations they are not
allowed so much as forage for their horses.

ORDER OF THE COUNCIL OF VlR(HNIA.

In Council, Williamsburg, November 22d, 1776.

Colonel Aylett, the Deputy Commissary of the Conti-
nental Army, having represented to the Board the imprac-
ticability of supplying the troops with sl1ch rations as are
prescribed by Congress, which besides, if they could be
procured, would not be likely to give that satisfaction to
the troops here which may be expected from the rations
which have been usual, and which it is supposed may be
furnished as cheap as the former:

Ordel"ed, That the Governour be requested to write to
our Delegates in Congress stating the substance of the
above representations, enclosing an account of the rations
allowed by this State, and recommending the adoption
thereof for the Continental troops serving in this country.

A copy; ARCH'D BLAIR, Clerk.

RESOLVES OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES OF VIRGINIA TRANS-

MITTED TO THEIR DELEGATES.

November 20th, 1776.

VIRGINIA Sess.
Resolved, That it be an instruction to our Delegates in

Congress that they use their endeavours to oblige all per-
sons who now are, or hereafter may be, entrusted with any
sum or sums of money under the appointment of the General
Congress, to give sufficient security for the performance of
their several trusts and faithfully accounting for the same.

Resolved, That instructions be sent to our Delegates in
General Congress to propose to Congress the taking into
Continental pay so many of the troops of Horse raised in
this Commonwealth as shall consent thereto, and to agree
that the expenses already incurred thereby shall be a Con-
tinental charge.

Resolved, That instructionsbe sent to our Delegates in
General Congress to propose to Congress the defraying out
of tbe Continental Treasury the expenses of the expedition
against the southern Indians-an expedition which it is
conceived should be a Continental charge, and to procure
necessary supplies of money to be sent hither for that
purpose.

Resolved, That instructions be given to our Delegates in
General Congress, to propose to Congress that two of tbe
six additional battalions of Infantry late]y ordered to be
raised in tbis Commonwealth for the Continental defence,
may be stationed on the western frontiers for the defence
thereof, and that the said two battalions may be of tbose
consisting of men to be raised in that part of tbe country.

JOHN TAZ~WELL, C. H. D.
Agreed to by the Senate:

JOHNPENDLETON,C. S.
A true copy.

ADDRESS OF THE OFFICERS OF THE SEvENTH VIRGINIA

REGIMENT TO COLONEL WILLIAM CRAWFORD.

We beg leave to take tbis method of expressing our sense
of the wannest attachment to you, and at the same time
our sorrow in the loss of a commander who has always
been influenced by motives that deservedly gain" tbe un-
feigned esteem and respect of all those who have the
honour of serving under them. Both officers and soldiers
retain the strongest remembrance of the regard and affection
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you have ever discovered towards them; but as we are
well assured that you have the best interest of your country
ever in view, we should not regret, however sensibly we
may feel the loss of you, that you have chosen another
field for the display of your military talents. Permit us,
therefore, to express our most cordial wish, tbat you may
ever find a regiment no less attached to you than the
Seventh, and that your services may ever be productive of
benefit to your country and honour to yourself.

COLONEL CRAWFORD'S ANSWER.

GENTLEMEN: Your very affectionate and polite Address
demands my warmest acknowledgments, which I beg leave
to return to you in the strongest terms of gratitude and affec-
tion. Be as:;ured the officersof the Seventh Regiment will
ever share my tender regard; and I have great hopes that
they will continue to merit the highest esteem of their
insulted and injured country. My kind wishes will ever
attend the lowest so)dier in the regiment.

My own abilities are small, but I have this serious satis-
faction, that they have been, and shall continue to be,
exerted to the utmost in defence of American liberty, justice,
and the rights of humanity.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most humble
servant, W. CRAWFORD.

SAMUEL CHASE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

PhiladeJphia, November 22d, 1776-Friday morning.

GENTLEMEN:I received from Major Gist the enclosed
return of the Independent companies and Smallwood's bat-
talion.

I have seen Captain Ram.~ey, who relates the particulars
of the surrender of Fort Washington, in the manner I com-
municated to you in my letter of yesterday evening. Of the
~Marylandtroops, Colonel Rawlings, Colonel Williams, and
about two hundred of that battalion are prisoners. Williams
was wounded. With their men they defended a pass against
the Hessians for two hours, and killed two hundred of them,
and not, as I mentioned, after they landed across Harlem
river. Of General Beall's brigade one hundred and sixty
are prisoners, and Captain Ling's company, he being sick
in the Jerseys. Captain Hardman, of Frederick, and his
company, are prisoners. In all the troops raised in our State
above four hundred are prisoners.

It is reported General Howe medjtates an attack on this
city.

I am, gentlemen, with respect and regard, your obedient
servant

-

,
SAlIIDEL CHASE.

The honourable the Council of Safety of ~Maryland,An-
napolis.

ADDRESS OF PENNSYLV.ANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

In Council of Safety, November 22, 1776.

To the Freemen of the City and Liberties of PHILADELPHIA:
FELLOW-CITIZENS: It is our duty to inform you that our

enemies are advancing upon us, and that tbe most vigorous
measures alone can save this city from falling into their
hands. Consider your situation, and determine what part
you will take. There is no time for delay; and by your
conduct the Continent will be influenced. We therefore
entreat you, by the most sacred of all bonds-the love of
virtue, of liberty, and of your country-to forget every dis-
tinction, and unite as one man in this time of extreme
danger. Let us defend ourselves like men deterrnined to be
free.

And we do most earnestly request that you will meet
your fellow-citizens at the State-House to-morrow momin",
at ten o'clock, there publick]y to determine what measur~s
we shall pursue. The bells will be ordered to ring, and
the most publick notice possible will be given of this meet-
mg.

By order of Council:
DAVID RITTENHOUSE, Vice President.

LANCASTER (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE.

At a meeting of the Committee of Observation, Inspection,
and Correspondence, for the County of Lancaster, at the

house of Adam Rcigart, the 22d November, 1776, present,
William Atlee, William Bowsman, Mathias Slough, Ed-
ward Shippen, George Moore, Henry Delluff, Sebastian
Graff, Adam Reigart, Andrew Gra..ff, Christopher Craw-

ford, Lodwick Lowman. William .4tlee in the chair.
Mr. Lowman mentions that lately in Philadelphia he

received fi'om the Committee of Safety sixty bushels of Salt,
for the use of this County; that he gave orders there for
hogsheads to be purchased for it, and for sending it up, and
that a wagon with three hogslieads of it is now arrived, and
requesting the price may be fixed, a store provided, and a
person appointed to measure it out.

Upon consideration the expenses attending the same are
settled as follows, viz:

Hogsheads, per bushel, Os.6d.
Carriage at 2s. per bushel,- - 2 0
Wastage, 1 bushel in 15, per bushel, 1 0
Storage,measuring,&c., per bushel, - - 1 0

4 6
To which add the prime cost of the Salt, - 15 0

So that 19 Q is
fixed as the price to be paid here for the Salt per bushel, it
being supposed the hogshead wiH sell for as much as will
pay their porterage and cooperage; and Mr. Christopher
Crawfo1"d agrees to provide a store for it, and measure it
out, and is to receive for it at the above rate; and when all
delivered out, is to settle his accounts with the Committee.

Mr. Crawford is requested to exercise his own judgment
in the delivering it out, having respect to the families of
those who apply, but is not to deliver to anyone house-
keeper above half a bushel, and is to keep an alphabetical
list of those who receive Salt from him, as more is expected,
and the same person should not receive twice.

Ordered, That Mr. Atlee, out of the publick Continen-
tal Moneys in his hands, pay to Mr. Lowman £4 78., for his
expenses in his journey to Philadelphia, at the request of
the Committee in August last, to negotiate business with
the Congress, &c.

01"dered, That Mr. Atlee pay Lewis Peter and George
Lindeberger, for one hundred and thirty one thousand one
hundred bricks furnished by them for the barracks and works
carrying on there, out of the Continental moneys in his
hands.

In Committee, Lancaster, the 22d November, 1776.

The honourable the Council of Safety of this State
having, agreeable to tbe request of the Boa I'doCWar, directed
that the prisoners of war should be collected and forwarded
under proper escorts to a place appointed by his Excellency
General Washington for their reception, to be exchanged,
and the Committee of this County being desirous to carry
the said order, so far as respects the prisoners in their charge,
into execution as expeditiously as possible: Therefore all
prisoners of war who have left and are absent from the bar-
racks in Lancaster are required immediately to repair there j
and all members of Committee in the County, officers of the
Militia, and others who are desirous to release their distressed
fellow-citizens fi'om bondage, and restore them to their coun-
try and friends, are desired to be active in forwarding in the
prisoners of war who may be in their districts, townships,
and neighbourhoods, immediately to Lancaster, that they
m~y be conducted to their place of destination for exchange
without delay; and all such as shaH venture to harbour or
conceal any of the prisoners of war after this notice and
request, will be marched with them to Head-Quarters, to be
disposed of as the General shall direct. -

COMMITTEE OF READING (PENN.) TO LANCASTER COM~nTTEE.
Reading, November 22,1776.

GENTLEMEN: The Committee here desire that when
you send tbe prisoners of war from Lancaster to Fort Lee,
you would not send them through this town, or (if you must
send them this way) that you send them in parties or com-
panies not exceeding one hundred at a time. .We also
desire you would provide wagons anti other things neces-
sary for the conveying the prisoners now with you all the
way to Fort Lee, as we cannot take upon us to do any
thing but for those who are now in this town.
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It being ordered that officers and privates go separately,
it is apprehended that if prisoners with you come this way
this order cannot be strictly executed.

By order of Committee.
I am, gentlemen, your most humble servant,

J AMES READ, Chmrman.
Committee Lancaster.

P. S. We wish yoo woold forward the substance of this
letter to York and Carlisle, that we may have nothing to
provide here but for the prisoners we send off, for we will
not provide for more.. .

ALLEN MCDONALD (PRISONER) TO THE PRESIDENT OF CON-

GRESS.

Reading, November 22d, 1776.

HONOURABLESIR: By the order to Mr. Read, Chairman
of the Committee here, about the exchange of prisoners, it
seems the gentlemen from North- Carolina are excepted. I
and my son are the only prisoners here fi'om that quarter,
and are both in the regular service, the one a Captain, and
the other a Lieutenant, in the Emigrants. I entered the
King's service in the year 1745, as my commission will at-
test, and have been in the service of my King and country
in different capacity since, so that I look on myself and son
in a different light from the North-Carolina militia. There-
fore believe we are entitled to be arranO"edin the class of
regular officers. This 1 submit. to youOrbetter judgment,
and beg you will forgive this freedom and trouble ft'Om,
honourable sir, your very humble servant,

ALLEN McDoNALD.

P. S. The allowance of five dollars per week to me, my
son, and servant, would be serviceable in clearing off our
small debts here, as we cannot do so without receiving it,
being ten weeks ltlonday next, being paid to the 17th Sep-
tember.

ALLEN McDoNALD.

JOHN GIBSON TO THE COUNCIL OF DELAWARE.

Treasury Office, Philadelphia, November 21, In6.

HONOURABLEGENTLEMEN:The Commissioners for ad-
justing the accounts of the Army at New- York and the
Jerseys, under tbe command of General Washington, are
now engaged in executing that business, and are in imme-
diate want of all the accounts of advances made by the
several States for paying or subsisting said Army.

I am therefore to request you to order an account of such
advances by your State to be forthwitb transmitted to the
Commissioners, that the proper stoppages may be made, and
the State reimbursed accordingly.

When the accounts are prepared you will please to order
them to William Denning, Thomas Smith, and James Ste-
phenson, Esqs., or either of them, at Head-Quarters at New-
York or tbe Jerseys.

I have the honour to be, in the name of the Superintend-
ents of the Treasury, honourable gentlemen, your most obe.
dient servant,

JOHN GIBSON, Auditor-General.

To the Hon. George Read, Esq., New-Castle.

GENERAL LEE TO THE PRESIDENT OF MASSACHUSETTS

COUNCIL.

Camp nea.r Phillipsbourg, 22d November, 1776.

SIR: Indecision bids fair for tumbling down the goodJy
fabrickof American freedom,and,with it, the rights of man-
kiod. 'Twas indecision of Congress prevented our havinO"
a noble army, and on an excellent footing. 'Twas inde~
cision in onr military councils which cost us the garrison of
Fort TfTashington, the consequence of which must be fatal,
unless remedied in time by a contrary spirit. Enclosed I
send you an extract of a letter from tbe General, on which
you will make your comments; and I have no doubt but
that you wj]J conctlr with me in the necessity of raisinO"
immediately an army to save us from perdition. Affair~
appear in so important a crisis, that I think even the resolves
of the Congress must no longeI' too nicely weigh with us.
We must save the community in spite of the ordinances
of tbe Legislature. Tbere are times when we must com-
mit treason against the laws of the State for the salvation of
the State. The present crisis demands tbis brave, virtuous

kind of treason. For my own part, (and I flatter myself
that my way of thinking is congenial with that of Mr. Boi-
doin's,) I wiJ! stake my bead and reputation on the pro-
priety of the measure. To come to the point: I request
and conjure YOlt,therefore, to waive aJ! formalities, and devise
some means of completing not only your regiments pre-
scribed to the Province, but add, if possible, four companies
to each regiment. We must not only have a force sufficient
to cover your Province and these fertiJe districts from the
insults and irruptions of the tyrant's troops, but -sufficient to
drive 'em out of all their quarters in the Jerseys, or allis
lost. Disaffection is daily increasing in Pennsylvania, wbich
must be checked by a tremendous superiority. In the
mean time send up a formidable body of Militia to supply
the place of the Continental troops, which I am ordered to
c~nvey over the river. Let your peopJe be we]] supplied
with blankets and warm clothes, as I am determined by the
help of God to unnest 'ern even in the dead of winter. Let
me hear from you soon.

Yours most affectionately and respectfully,
CHARLES LEE.

For Heaven's sake lose no time in sending up the Militia,
and a number of shoes, stockings, and blankets, for tbe
Army. If ~Massachuset(s and Connecticut do not now exert
themselves, they must, and indeed ought to be, enslaved;
but if they act with tbe necessary vigour and virtue, I will
answer for their success.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM GENERAL WASHINGTON TO

MAJOR-GENERAL LEE, DATED HACKENSACK, NOVEMBER

21, 1776.

It must be painful to you as well as to us, to have no
news to send you but of a melancholynature. Yesterday
morning the enemy landed a large body of troops below
Dobbs's Fl,;rry, and advanced very rapidly to the fort called
by your name. I immediately went over, and as the fort
was not tenable on this side, and we in a narrOw neck of
1and, the passes out of which the enemy were attempting to
seize, I directed the troops, consisting of Beall's, Heard's,
the remainder of Ewing's brigade, and some other parts of
broken regiments, to move over to the west side.of Hacken-
sack river. A considerable quantity of stores, and Same
artillery, have fallen into their hands. We have no accounts
of their movements this morning. As tbis country is almost
a dead flat, and we have not an intrenching tool, and not
above three thousand men, and they much broken and dis-
pirited, not only with our ill success, but the loss of their
tents and baggage, I have resolved to avoid any attack,
though by so doing I must leave a very fine country open
to their ravages, OJ'a plentiful storehouse from which tbey
will draw vohmtary supplies.

A true copy-attest: JOHNAVERY,Dep'y Sec'y.

SOUNDINGS OF HUDSON RIVER, IN THE HIGHLANDS.

In consequence of a letter received by us, the subscribers,
members of the Secret Committee, from the Committee of
Safety, dated the day of November instant, when we
were at Fort Jtlontgomel.Y fixing the chain across the river,
enclosing an extract from a letter of General Sc1wyler's,
requesting the Convention to have the river sounded in dif-
ferent pJaces in the Highlands, we have sounded the river,
beginning between Verplank and Stoney-Point, thence
northward through the Highland to Pollapel's Island, and
find no part of the river in that distance less than eighty
feet deep in the mainchannel, till within a short distance
of the Island. From the Island to the western shore, found
by measurement the distance to be fifty-three chains. The
channel near the middle of the river at that place is about
eigbt chains broad and fifty feet deep; from the channel the
water shoals gradually on both sides to the flats, which are
about eightor ten chains broad,reckoningboth sides. 'This
above-described place is the only one, in our opinion, that
it is possible for an obstruction to be made by docking,
effectually to impede the navigation of Hudson's river, at
any place above the south part of the Highlands.

HENRY WISNER,

GILBERT LIVINGSTON.

To the Committee of Safety.
November 22d, 1776.
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AUGUSTUS LAWRENCE AND SAMUEL TUDOR TO THE NEW-

YORK CONVENTION.

Poughkeepsie, 22d November, 1776.

GF,NTLE~IEN: Enclosed we send you an order to us from
the Marine Committee of Philadelphia, which order we
conceive to be of the utmost importance; and as they have
heretofore directed us to ad vise with your honourable House
in matters of consequence, request your advice in the
premises. Beg you would return the order, as we have not
had time to take a copy.

Weare, gentlemen, with great respect, your most obe-
dient, humble servants,

AUGUSTUS LAWRENCE,

SAMUEL TUDOR.

The honourable the Convention of the State of New- York.

INSTRUCTIONS TO THE OFFICERS APPOINTED TO RECRUIT IN

NEW-YORK FOR THE SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF

AMERICA.

The honourable Continental Congress having reconsi-
dered the resolution of the 16th September last, for raising
eighty-eight battalions to serve during the present war with
Great Britain, and being of opinion that the readiness of
the inhabitants of the States to enter into the service for
limited times, in defence of their invaluable privileges on all
former occasions, gives good ground to hope that the same
zeal for the publick good will appear in future, when neces-
sity calls for their assistance, and the uncertain length of
time which forces raised during the continuance of the war
may be compelled to serve, may prevent many from inlist-
ing who would otherwise readily manifest their attachment
to the common cause by engaging for a limited time, have
therefore, on the 7th instant, resolved to admit into their
service non-commissioned officers and soldiers for the space
of three years. The encouragement you are to offer is so
great as will, it is hoped, give you a choice of men and
insure you success, to wit: A bounty of ten dollars in
money to every non-commissioned officer and soldier already
inlisted for three years, and who has received the Conti-
nental bounty of ten dolIars, and to every other recruit a
bounty of twenty donars; and also, to each a suit of clothes
yearly, to consist for the present year of two linen hunting-
shirts, two pair of hose, two pair of overalls, a leathern or
woolen waistcoat with sleeves, one pair of breeches, one
hat or leathern cap, two pair of shoes, amounting in the
whole to the value of twenty dollars more. But each non-
commissioned officer or soldier who shall procure those
articles for himself, and produce to the Paymaster of the
regiment a certificate thereof from the Captain of the com-
pany to which he shall belong, shall be entitled to ~eceive
the twenty dollars in money; besides which, every non-
commissioned officer and soldier who shall inlist during the
'war is to receive at the end of the war one hundred acres
of land as a further encouragement.

2dly. You are to be careful to inlist none but healthy,
able-bodied men, who shall engage to serve in the Army of
the United States of America during the present war, or
for the term of three years, unless sooner discharged by
Congress.

3dly. Y OLlare required to provide two distinct inlisting
rolls, one to be subscribed by such who shall inlist during
the continuance of the war, and the other by such as shall
in list for three years if their services shall so Ipng be re-
quired.

4thly. You shall take the age, size, complexion, colour
of hail' and ey'es, and natural or accidental mark of every
recruit, with an account of the place of his birth and occu-
pation.

5thly. You shall embrace all opportunities to have the
recruits drilled and disciplined, and for that purpose you
shall despatch them without delay to such station or place
of rendezvous as shall be appointed for that purpose.

6thly. To every recruit at the time of inlistment you
shall administer the oath prescribed by tbe articles of war
published by the Continental Congress.

7thly. You shall appoint four active and capable recruit-
ing Sergeants to assist you in this service.

Sth]y. If you shall reinlist for the war or for three years
any non-commissioned officer or soldier who is at present in
actual service for a shorter time, you are to give in his

name and description to the Captain to whose company he
shall then belong, who is to take particular charge of him,
that he be delivered over to his proper officer at tbe end of
the service for which he may so be preengaged, or sooner
if required.

9thly. You are to have your men mustered by the Com-
missary of :Musters the first opportunity after inlistment, in
order tbat they may receive their fulI bounty, five dollars of
which only you shall pay to each recruit as an encourage-
ment at the time of inlistment.

IOthly. For this purpose you shall receive from the
Treasury of the State of New- York the necessary sums, of
the expenditure of which you shall keep a regular account,
and transmit it to the Treasurer at Fishkill.

After the articles of war are read to the non-commis-
sioned officer or soldier inlisted by the inlisting officer or
the commanding officer of the troop or company, the follow-
ing oath (or affirmation, if the recruit is conscientiously
scrupulous) shall be administered to him before the next
Justice of the Peace or Chief Magistrate of any city or town
corporate, not being an officer of the Army, or, where re-
course cannot be had to a Magistrate, before the Judge
Advocate:

"I swear (or affil'm as the case may be) to be true to
the United States of America, and to serve them honestly
and faithfulJy against all their enemies or opposers what-
soever; and to observe and obey the orders of the Conti-
nental Congress, and the orders of the General and officers
set over me by them."

By order of the Committee of Arrangement:
ROBERTHARPER,Chairman p.t.

To Brinton Payne, Esq., Captain.

CAPTAIN COPP TO GILBERT LIVINGSTON.

Johnston-Ran, Novemuer 22d, 1776,

SIR: Being informed that the regiment in which I now
serve is shortly to be disbanded, and probably I may be out
of office unless the interposition of my fi'iends may prevent
it, and as I hear there are four regiments to be raised for the
State of New- York, in consequence therefore of the good
opinion you was pleased to entertain of me while I had the
honour of boarding with you at Mr. Scott's, in New- York,
and of your willingness to promote my interest, I now
take the liberty of requesting the favour of you to use your
influence with the Convention in my behalf for an office in
one of the above regiments. Of my military character, Col-
onel Weisenfels, and others with whom I had the honour to
serve, can give you a particular account. In other re-
spects I flatter myself I am not altogether unknown to several
of the members of the Convention.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
JNO. CoPP.

To Gilbert Livingston, Esq.

RECOM~IENDATION OF CAPTAIN EISENLORD.

Fort Dayton, November 29th, 1776.

I do certify that Captain John Eisenlord, in Colonel Van
D!Jk's regiment, has behaved himself in his station as a gen-
tleman becoming to his rank, and as a good soldier, very
capable for the service, agreeable to his present appointment
during my command at the fort above-mentioned.

ROB'T COCH1tAN,~Major.

MAJOR FONDA TO ROBERT YATES.

Cahnawaga, 22d November, 1776.

I have been considering about persons proper for officers,
according to your desire, and am of opinion (without any
private view or interest) that Captain 1I'IcKeen and Ebene-
zer French, now his Lieutenant, Albert Van Dewark his
Second Lieutenant, and Garrit Pottman and Major Robert
Cochran, who is an active good soldier-those persons I
know are good men and true to the cause, and will mak{}
good officers as any that I know of, and if they had warrants
would soon be able to raise a quantity of men. Major Coch-
ran would choose to be in the Rangers, as he is well used to
that business, and understands the woods as well as any man-

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
JELLIS FONDA.

R. Yates,Esq.
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NATHANIEL GRISWOI.j) TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Lyme, November 22.1,1776.

GENTLEMEN:By direction from Governour Trumbull, at
the request of the Committee of. Inspection for th~ town
of Lyme, in the State of Connectlcut, have to acquaInt you
that about the 1st of October last, five cows with' fifteen
yearlinO"caule were, by order of Co1onelH. B. Livingston,
brought from Shdter-Island to Saybrook, and by order. of
the Committee of Inspection for that town, carried over the
river and landed at Lyme, with direction to be kept there
till further orders. Those cattle are said to have belonged
to W. Nichols, Esq., of Long-lsland. They cannot be
kept in the place where they now are during the winter;
indeed, it is supposed to keep them longer wot,lld be a loss
to the owner, or those to whom the avails belong. It is
therefore desired you would please without loss of time to
give orders relative to the sale and disposal of said cattle,
to account for the avails, &c. A line directed to the Com-
miuee of Inspection of the town of Lyme, in the State ~f
Connecticut, wm undoubtedly answer the purpose. If]t
were superscribed to my care will faithfully endeavour to see
your orders fuUy executed.

I am, with great esteem, gentlemen, your most obedient,
humble servant, MATTH'WGRISWOLD.
To the gentlemen of the Convention of the State of New-

York.

DECLARATION OF MILES DELWOOD.

New-Melford, November 22.1,1776.

The dec1arationof 1I-lilesDelwood, before the Committee
of this town: The beginning of my being inimical to my
country was when Major Skeens first carne to my house,
NOl'ember5th, 1175, about eight o'clock at evening, in com-
pany with one Mark Prindle. I went up stairs with Skeens
to ]ight bim to bed, wben be opened his business to me as
follows: He asked me if I was not a mind to save my estate?
My answer to bim was, By all means, but bow shall I do it?
Said Skeens then made me take an oath not to inform wbere
he was before he should get out of the country. I swore I
would not. Then be told me he wasyoung MajorSkeens,
and boped I was friendly to the King, and for my promise
in keepinO'him secure in so critical a moment be would save
my estate~for therewould be two hundred thousanrl .Regulars
here in the spring, and that one half the country was on the
King's side, and tbat be, said Skeens, bad connection with
one Robberson,over in the Pasture, in tbe State of New-
York. Said ]}liles saith he has not seen the above Skeens
or Prindle since.

March, 1776, one Levi Rich, whobelongedonboard one
of the King's ships, came to said Miles's house, directed to
him by the abore Skeens. Said Rich told him Major Skeens
sent his love to bim, and still remembered him. Said Rich
told him all loyal subjects to the King would save tbeir
estates, and that he had been in all the towns round about
and had been an actor in sundry combinations in seeking
Tories, and he told bim (said Jtliles) that Fairchild, of Read-
ing, bad a Captain's commission, which he got on board one
of the King's ships, and that Theophilus Stebbins and Josiah
Stebbins, of Buckfield, bad been on board said ships sundry
times.

November 21st, 1776, in the morning,a man came from
Dover, his name not known, to the above Jtliles, and desired
him to take in at a late hour of night twenty men, who were
going to the eastward, but said Miles denied him.

GENERAL WARD TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Boston, November 22d, 1776.

SIR: The Continental regiment stationed in New-Hamp-
shire, I have ordered to Ticonderoga,agreeable to Ge.neral
Gates's request, which is contained in the enclosed letter.
I should not have ordered tbat regiment to march without
first receiving directions from tbe Congress, or from General
Washington, but from tbe necessity of the case, wbich did
not appear to admit of delay; and being also informed it
would be agreeable to that State.

I am, sir, your obedient, humble servant,
ARTEMAS WARD.

P. S. November 23d. This moment I received your

favour of the 8th instant, enclosing a resolve of Congress,
for which I am to acknowledge my obligation.

Ticonderoga, November 9th, 1776.
.

DEAR GENERAL: The Deputies from the State of New-
Hampshire bave informed me that there is a Continental
reO'imentraised in that State, under the command of Colonel
Pierce Lon<Y'stationed at Portsmouth. As the regiments
from that Sfa'te, now at tbis post, have suffered exce~dingly
by defeat, disease, and fatigue, it would most certaml)' ~e
for the immediate benefit of the service that Colonel Long s
regiment should be ordered to march directly to this place,
and the three regiments commanded by Stark, Poor, and
Reed, shall, upon their arrival, marcb to Portsmouth,where
they can not only be recruited, .lmt recove~ed and refreshed,
after the almost unspeakable fatigues and d'str~sses they h~ve
undergone. I beg you to determine upon this matter wltb-
out referring it to anyone but the Geperal. Court of yo~r
State, as it would defeat every good mtentlOn to delay It
longer.

I am, &c.,
To Major-General Ward.

HORATIO GATES.

GENERAL WARD TO MESHECH WEARE.

Head-Quarters, Boston, 22 November, 1776.

SIR: I am favoured with your letter of the 19th November.

In consequence of your informations respecting Colonel
Long's reO'iment together with a request from General Gates,
that the ~eO'ime~tmiO"htbe sent to Ticonderoga, I have
ordered Col~nel Long to marcb his regiment to that post
with the utmost expedition. He is directed to apply to your
State for sucb assistance as is necessary for his march.

I am, sir, your obedient, humble servant,
ARTEMAS WARD.

Honourable Meshech Weare,Esq.

JOHN AVERY TO TH~ PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Coune-il Chamber, Boston, November 22d, 1776.

SIR: I am directed to acquaint the President of the hon-
ourable ConO"ress of the sums advanced to the Sieur Gaiault,
Chevalier, a~d Sieur Conleaux, on account of the Congress;
which you'll perceive by the enclosed resolves tbat I have
now the honour to transmit to you.

I am, sir, with great esteem, YOl1rHonour's most obedient,
humble servant,

JOHN AVERY, Dep. Sec'y.

The Honourable John Hancock, Esq.

LORD HOWE TO JlfR. STEPHENS, SECRETARY TO THE ADMI-

RALTY.

Eagle, off New-York, November 23,.1776.

SIR: The General thinking fit to move with a large part
of the Army to the right of the Rebel forc~s, who were
preparinO' to establish themselves for the wmter on the
heiabts :bove King's Bridge, as well as on tbe north part
of York-Island, the embarkation of the troops in the flat-
boats and small vessels provided, was made from Kep,'sB,ay
in tbe njtJht of the lIth of last month, under the d]rectlon
of Comn';'odore Hotham, with the Captains of the ships from
which the boats were manned, as in the former instances,
and the troops were landed in the morning on tbe peninsula
of Fro<Y"sNeck, in the Sound, about ten miles eastward
from New- York, without 0l1position.

A thick fog prevailing when the bo~ts entered the danger-
ous passage through Hell-Gate, every III consequence was to
be apprehended; but it [ortunately ha pp.ened tbat no .other
injury was sustained besides tbe oversettmg of an artillery
boat, by which accident two field-pieces and three men
were lost.

It had been some time before resolved, in order to prevent
the enemy from receiving supplies by tbe North Rive/', to
send a detachment of ships above their work:; at Jeffery's
Hook, on York-Island, and the opposite shore of Jersey,
between which tbey bad been lately making fresh attempts
to block the channel. Captain Parker, in the Phrenix,
was again chosen for this service, with the Roebuck and
Tartar. The wind did not permit the ships to pass the
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enemy's works until the 9th. By the accounts I have a
few days since received from Captain Parker, I find the
ships had suffered much in their masts and rigging; the loss
of men, as in the enclosed return, was' less considerable.
Of four of the enemy's galleys chased from their stations
behind the lines of sunken frames and vessels placed to
obstruct the passage of the river, two were taken; one
mounting a thirty-two-pounder with swivels, the other two
nine-pounders and two four-pounders. The two remaining
galleys, with some small vessels, being favoured by the tide
and weather, escaped the ships in shoal water, where they
had sufficient protection from the shore, which was in the
enemy's possession.'

The General judging it necessary to make a second
movement with the troops he conducted further to the east-
ward of Frog's Neck, the Light-Infantry, Grenadiers, and
oth~r corps of the first embarkation, were again taken into
the flat-oottomed boats, and landed the 18th on Pell's
Neck, separated from Frog's Neck by Hutchinson's River.
The rest of the Army, which had only that narrow stream
to pass, were conveyed over with the artillery and baggage
a few hourS after, and the second division of the Hessians,
that ,came under convoy of the Diamond the 19th, were
carried lip in the flat-boats, and landed the 23d on Myer's
Neck, the post of communication with the fleet last est,ab-
lished nearer to New-Rochelle. This position of the Army
requiring further provision to be made for keeping the inter-
course open by waleT with York-Island, the Rose and
Senegal were added to the frigates and small armed vessels
before stationed in the Sound for that purpose.

It is incumbent on me to represent to your Lordships on
this occasiQn,and I cannot too pointedly express the un-
abating perseverance and alacrity with which the several
classes of officersand Seamen of the ships-of-war and trans-
ports have supported a long attendance and unusual degree
of fatigue consequent of these different movements of the
Army. Captain Phipps, and the detachment of seamen
under his command, who were further appointed to assist in
the service of the artillery upon an emergency, have ac-
quired much credit by their spirited conduct on that day.

The enemy, retreating on every occasion as the Army
advanced, were forced from the White-Plains (where they
seemed prepared to make some stand) into the North-
Castle district, and have finally retired with the greatest
part Qf their forces behind the Croton River, whereby the
communication was open from York-Island with the conti-
nent by King's Bridge.

On the 16th instant the General directed an attack to be
made on their Jines adjacent to Fort Washington, a regular
work constructed upon the high grounds above Jeffery's
Hook. It was ~ppointed to be carried on from the side of
New- York, off King's Bridge, and two separate embark-
ations from the continent aCross the East River. Thirty
flat-boats were ordered up to King's Bl-idge by the North
River the night of the 14th, under the direction of Captain
Wilkinson, (who has distinguished himself very much in
the different parts of this and the subsequent operation,)
assisted by Captain ]}lolloy. The batteaus, mostly manned
from transports, were commanded by Lieutenant Botham,
of the Brune, Lieutenant Loggie, of the Mercury, and the
Agent, Lieutenant Henry.

Tbe troops embarked in the boats had a considerable fire
to sustaio from the enen]y in their passage across the East
River, and at their landing; but having surmounted every
obstacle, under the further disadvantage of a very steep
ascent, to gain the flank of the enemy's lines, and the otber
attacks succeeding at the same time, the fort was com-
pletely invested in the evening. Tbe Rebels, in number
about tWQthousand seven hundred, were thereupon induced
to surrender prisoners of war, and several pieces of cannon,
with a considerable proportion of military stores, were taken
in tbe fort and outworks.

Captain Wilkinson's presence being deemed most mate-
rial with the flat:boats, the Pearl was left under the direc-
tion of the First Lieutenant, Scot, to be placed for covering
the march of the Hessian troops, and, to Aank the enemy's
lines on the side of the North River, in which service his
behaviour was much approved. The same commendation
is due to the officers and seamen in the boats; only one of
the last was killed, and five wounded, the loss of men at
the landing having happened chieAy amongst the troops.

FIFTH SERIES.- VOL.III.

Twenty more Aat-boats which were sent up the North
River under Captain Phipps, passed the enemy's forts
undiscovered in the night of the 18th, and a detachment
from the Army, commanded by Lord Cornwallis, being
landed on the Jersey shore the 20th, in the morning, above
the enemy's redoubts, opposite to .Jeffery's lIook, and un-
perceived by the Rebels for some time, they soon became
possessed of the redoubts without loss. Some few of the
enemy were kiJIed, and about seventy taken, with many
pieces of artiJ1ery and a large quantity of ammunition and
stores.

The sudden effect of these two unexpected attacks seems
to have made great impression upon them.

In my report to their Lordships upon these several trans-
actions, particular notice is due to the ability testified in
the direction and conduct of many difficult and very fa-
tiguing services which Captain Fergusone, of the Brune,
was charged with preparatory to, and in the progress of, the
various movements of the Army, from the time of the first
descent on York-Island to this period. Lieutenant Botham
of the same ship, and the agents, Lieutenants Knowles and
Henry, (the last more especially,) having had a considerable
share in the arrangement as well as execution pf such ser-
vices, are likewise entitled to a particular distinction on this
occasion; and the unwearied spirit of the seamen, from the
transports as well as ships-of-war, in dragginO"the artillery
up the difficult heights for sustaining the Infantry on their
landings can never be exceeded.

I have thought ii necessary for the speedy conveyance of
the General's despatches on the present occasion to appoint
the Tamar for that purpose, having had the sloop cleaned
and refitted here for her passage to Europe, in the best
manner that the materials to be provided in our present cir-
cumstances would permit. Captain Mason is directed to
the port he can first most conveniently gain in England,
and to wait to receive their Lordships' commands for his
further proceedings.

RETURN OF THE KILLED AND WOUNDED ON BOARD HIS
MAJESTY'S SHIPS PASSING THE BATTERIES THE 9TH OF
OCTOBER,1776.

Phronix-One Midshipman, two seamen, one servant,
killed; one boatswain, one carpenter, eight seamen, one
servant, one negro man, one private marine, wounded.

Roebuck-One Lieutenant, one Midshipman, two sea-
men, killed; one Midshipman, two seamen, one corporal of
Marines, wounded.

Tartar-One Midshipman, killed; one Lieutenant of
Marines, wounded.

Total-Nine killed; eighteen wounded.
H. PARKER.

VAN BIBBER & HARRISON TO ~IARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

St. Pierre, November 23d, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: We wrote you on the 2d instant, by Cap-
tain Conway, who sailed the 4th, with a cargo consisting of
muskets, powder, woolens, linens and salt, to the amount of
£3,944 19s. 10d., this currency, which we hope are all or
will be soon safe in store with you. We have received your
favour of the 29th ultimo by Captain Patterson, who we have
supplied with sundry necessaries for his vessel, amounting
to £72 183. 3d. per receipt.

Weare glad to find you were loading out some vesse1s
for us. Our creditors are growing importunate, and unless
paid off soon, will be exceedingly, clamQrous and trouble-
some. We can with truth affirm that no men can be more
desirous to serve their coun-try than we have been and still
are; and we would immediately ship to the amount of the
£25,000 in such articles as we could get, was there a pos-
sibility of raising money of bills, but there is not the least
chance of procuring a penny that way. Every man who
has money here knows too well the advantage of sendinO" it
home in goods..

0

This being the case, our sale dependence must be on
remittances from you, which we doubt not of your disposition
to forward as quickly as possible. So soon as our old scores
are rubbed out we can with more confidence and facility
dip a little farther for you, though it would be greatly for
your advantage to get beforehand.

Linens are in great abundance. Powder we are quite
52
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overstocked with, and some small-arms may be bought.
But WP-know of no brass cannon or howitzei's, and woolens
are yet scarce.

We
.

have
.

~just received a parcel of goods from Bordeaux,
from MI'. ft'IcCreary, among which are some woolens. We
would wiIJingly forward them to you by Captain Patterson,
but he being' lumbered and bound on a cruise, cannot take
them. They shall go by the next opportunity that we
like.

The Elizabeth, Captain Sangier, got safe into Charles-
town, and soldyour powder there with the cargo, and has
since arrived here with a fine parcel of rice and indigo. It
has been determined by the opinion of some merchants, that
we should take an interest in the expedition in proportion to
the amount of the powder, and we are in hopes of getting
fourteen or fifteen hundred pounds for you if a ship arrive'S
that was purchased and loaded with rice in part of the
returns. At any rate we expect to save the capital, and
you'll please to make a blank charge of it against us until
the voyage is settled.

Tobacco is raising fast in St. Eustatia, where several ships
are loading with it for Holland, and begins to sell well here.
But flour and corn are very low, and will keep down towards
the spring. Such a cal'go as Captain Conway brought us
last, will generally answer best, especially if the quality of
the tobacco was to be more large, black, and thin. We hope
soon to b.e advised of the arrival of Martin and Conway;
and are, very sincerely,sirs, your very obedient servants,

VAN BIBBI~R& HARRISON.

To the honourable the Council of Safety of the State of
Maryland.

ST. PIERRE, MARTINIQUE, November 24th, 1776.-Re-
ceived of Van Bibber &' Harrison seventy two pounds
eighteen shiIJings and three pence, this currency, for the use
of the schooner Dolphin, belonging to the State of Mary-
land. This being one of three recei pts for the same.

W ILLIAM PATTERSON.

£72 18 3.

M. AUDIE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

De Baltimore, Ie 23e 9bre, 1776.

MONSIEUR: J'ai eu 1'honneur de vaus apprendre par ma
precedente 1'etat de mes affaires, et l'embarras OU je me
trouve pOUl'avail' des batiments. Etant persuade, monsieur,
que VQus m'honorez de votre protection, j'espere que vous
m'accorderez la permission d'embarquer vingt-cinq barrils. farine, sur ]e brigantin ['Amitie, Capitaine Martin, com.
J'ai eu l'honneur de vous ecrire par ma precedente. Soyez
persuade que je vous en serai reconnoissant tante ma vie.
En attendant cette faveur, j'ai l'honneur d'etre tres respec-
tueusement, votre tres humble et tres obeissant serviteur,

AUDIE.

To the honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, &c.,
. honourable Council of Safety.

[TRANSLATION.]

Baltimore, 23d November, 1776.

SlR: I have had the honour to inform you in my last, of
the state of my business, and of the embarrassment in which
I find myself in procuring vessels. Being persuaded, sir,
that you honour me with yoUI'favour, I hope that you will
<Trantme permission to ship twenty-five barrels of flour on
board the brig l'Amitie, [Friendship,] Captain Martin com-
mander. I have had the honour to write you by my pre-
ceding [opportunity.] Be assured I shall be grateful to you
for it all my life.

In expectation bf this favour, I have the honour to be,
very respectfully, your very humble and very obedient
servant, AUDIE.

To tbe Hon. Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, &c., honour-
able Council of Safety.

SAMUEL CHASE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Philadelpbia, November 23d, 1776-Saturday.

GENTLEMEN:Since I wrote you on yesterday I saw a
letter from General Mijfiin, from Elizabeth. Town, dated

the 21st instant, in which he writes that the enemy crossed
the North River, below Dobbs's Ferry, in foul'hundred boats,
and stole a mal'ch to Fort Lee, which the garrison evacuated,
leaving a11their artillery, cannon, stores, provisions, and their
baggage.

We have not heard from the Army since the General's
letter of the 19th. The alarm of a fleet sailing from New-
York with troops is without foundation. About one hun-
dred and fifty transports and store-ships sailed under convoy
of Commodore Shuldham, in the Bristol and two frigates,
and are supposed to be bound to Ireland for provisions.
This information comes Ii'om General Howe..

On yesterday I procured a statement of our treasury
as a few days ago: Emitted, $20,000,000; expended,
$16,817,737 i-in treasury, $3,182,263. This is Jor your
private information and not to be made publick.

The Congress have resolved to increase their Nqvy. Two
frigates, of thirty~six guns, are to be built in our State.

:Many of the Congress, some true friends, are uneasy a.t
the powers of the Delegates of Maryland. They are appre-
hensive if made known, they will reach Lord Howe and
encourage him; and if the Courts of Europe should see them,
it would prevent a foreign alliance. Some reasons are given
to counteract this opinion. I do not see why they should
not be published in the journal. The powers relate to peace
and war, and can be of no service to the publick. I wish
you wou]d consider this subject.

.

In eight days the inlistment of the far greater part of our
Army expires. I greatly doubt if we shall be able to prevail
upon the troops to enter into the service~ I have some
hopes of obtaining our wish from Congress. Our commis-
sioners will proceed on to-morrow, I believe; however,
whether they do or not is a secret.

I am, gentlemen, with respect and regard, your obedient
servant, SMtI'LCHASE.
To the honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland, An-

napolis.

BOARD OF WAR TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

War Office, Philade1phia, November 23d, li76.

aIR: I am directed by the Board of War to acquaint yonI'
Excellency that, agreeable to your request, directions were
given to those who had the charge of prisoners, immediately
to march them in companies to Fort Lee. But having
received information that that post has been evacuated, they
have countermanded the orders, and directed that they be
sent to Brunsu,ick, of which I beg leave to advise your
Excellency; and have the honour to be your very obedient
and [I)ost humble servant,

RWHARD PE'rERS, Sec'y.

His Excellency General Washington, Head-Quarters, New-
Jersey.

TH03IAS WHARTON oro GENERAL WASHINGTON.

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, 23d Novembet., 1776.

SIR: The uncertain intelligence which we have received
respecting the movements of Generaillowe's Army and the
evacuation of Fort Lee, renders it absolutely necessary for
us to apply to your Excellency for further and more per-
fect information concerning these movements; and we earn-
estly request your Excellency will inform this Board if it is
your judgment that he intends for this State; and such other
matters relating to this great object as Y011may think proper
to commul;licate. The v.ast importance of this inquiry will
excuse the trouble we give your Excellency at this critical
and interesting moment.

Weare, with the utmost respect, your ExcelJency's most
obedient, and very humble servants.

By order of the Council:
THos. WHARTON, Jun., President.

To his E1Ccellency General Washington.

P. S. The bearer hereof, ~lr. John Dunlap, is a citizen
of character, and in whom the utmost confidence can be
placed; it is on that account that we have applied to this
gentleman to undertake this business, as your Excellency
may communicate very freely, either by letter or verbally,
any information you think may be useful for us to know.

T.W.
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WILliIAM GOODRICH TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Slate-Prison, 23d November, 1776.

HONOURABLEGENTLE~IEN: 1 now have to inform you
that 1 received a sum of money from Mr. Duffield, who
owed me the same upwards of two years ago, which has
beentaken from me by order of the honourable Council of
Safety, who has since said they have nothing to do with
the same, which obliges me to trouble your Honours, humbly
begging you will order the money to be delivered to me
again, as I am in want of it, partly to send to my father and
mother, who is in the back country, and I do suppose are
in distress for the want of many necessariesthat they have
not been used to do without; the remainder 1 wanted to
purchase many necessariesthat my brother and self is in
want of at present, such as winter clothes, as we had
nothing but summer clothing with us when taken. The
compliance with this request will much oblige, gentlemen,
YoUl's&c..

" ' \VILLIAM GOODRICH.

To the honourable Continental Congress.

EXl'RACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN PHILADEL-

PHIA TO HIS FJUEND IN BALTIMORE, DATED NOVE~mER

23, 1716.
A letter from General ltJijflin arrived last night by

express, which gi\'es us an account that Fort Lee was
evacuated by our people and taken possession of by the
enemy last Wednesday evening. Our troops brought off
all their stores, arms, ammuniiion, &c. Colonel Cadwal-
ader, in a letter to his father,saysthat between thirty and
forty of our men were killed in the engagement in the lines
before Mount Washington. There are two affidavits and
letters in town which give an account that the enemy's loss
was sixteen huodred killed on the field, and twice that
number wounded, many of which mortally; so that Howe,
with his Hessians, &c., bought Fort Washington at a dear
pnce.

Yesterday came into purt a fine large well-built Guinea
ship. Her cargo consists of gold dust, rum, sugar, &c., &c.,
last from Jamaica, bound to England, taken by the l11ont-
gomery privateer, commanded by James ltlontgomery,Esq.,
belonging to this State.

Same day arrived five vessels from St. Martin's, loaded
with salt, fruit, &e.
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the Militia, but find f!'Om inquiry that there are not more
than from four to five hundred on the different posts.

'1 have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient servant,.
.

Go. WASHINGTON.

Abstract of the Return of the Troops now at and near
NEW-ARKfit for duty.

General Stevens's Brigade, - -
General Bealfs, (term expire 1st December,) -
General Heard's, (same,) -
Colonel Hands's" - - - -
Colonel Smallwood's Regiment, - - - -
Colonel Durkee's, (time expire 1st January,) - -
Colonel Hutchinson's, (term expire 1st January,)
Colonel Bradly's, (time expire ]st December,) - -
General Ewing's, (time expire 1st January,)
Lord Stirling's, -

600
- 1,200

800
600
200
250
100
60

600
- 1,000

5,410

GENERAL WASHINGTON T.O GOVERNOUR LtVINGSTON.
Head-Q,uarlers, Newark, 23d November, 1776.

SIR: The critical situation of our affairs, and the move-
mentsof the enemy, make some further and immediate
exertions absolutely necessary. In order that you may
have the fullest representation, and form a perfect idea of
what is now necessary, I have desired Colonel Reed to wait
on you, and must refer you to him for particulars.

I am, with great respect and regard, sir, yom most
obedient and very humble servant,

Go. WASHINGTON.

To Governour Livingston, New-Jersey.

COLONEL HUNTINGTON TO GENERAL HEATH.
Camp Ramapaugh, 23d November, [776.

HONOUREDSIR: I expect to be here the 1st of January
without any men, unless something more is done to encour-
age the new inlistment. Some would engage now if they
could have furloughs. Will it not be best to let some go
home now, that they may be returned by the time the
others go, for go they will as soon as the term expires?

1 shall not be able to do more than complete a musketry
line this season; the barracks will take up the rest of the
time. Three or foul' pieces of small artillery may by and
by be advantageously planted at this pass.

A considerable number of troops, sick and wel], are come
up this way from our army below, and are gone to Fish-
kills. .They have no passes. 1 should think of stopping
them if I had co\.ering or provisions for them.

I beg leave to repeat my wishes that some officers and
men may go home on furlough immediately.

1 am, with esteem and respect, your most obedient,
JED. HUNTINGTON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read the 25th.]

Newark, November 23d, 1776.

SIR: 1 have not yet heard that any provision is making
to supply the place of the troops composing the Flying-
Camp, whose departure is now at hand. The situation of
0\11'affairs is truly rritical and such as requires uncommon
exertions on our part. From the movements of the enemy
and the information we have received, they certainly will
make a push to possess themselves of this part of Jersey.
In order tbat you may be fully apprised of our weakness
and of the neeessity there is of our obtaining early succours,
1have, by the advice of the General Officershere, directed
General Miffiin to wait on you. He is intimately acquainted
with our circumstances, and will represent them better than
my hurried state will aHow. I have wrote to General Lee
to come over with the Continental regiments immediately
under his comnrnnd. Tbose with General Heath I have
ordered to secure the passes through the Highlands. I
have also wrote to Governour Livingston, requesting of
him such aid as may be in his power, and would submit it
to the consideration of Congress whether the application
should nQt be made for part of the Pennsylvania Mi]itia to
step fonh at this pressing time. .

Before 1 conclude, 1 would mention, if an early and im-
mediatesupply Qf money could be sent to Mr. Dalhmn, to
pay the Flying-Camp troops, it mighthavea happy effect.
They would subsist themselves comfortably on their return,
provide many necessaries, of which they are in great want;
and moreover, it might be tbe means of irtducinO'many,
after seeing their friends, to engage again. °

I expected on coming here to have met witb many of

'*'

Major-General Heath.

GENERAL LEE TO GENERAL HEATH.

Camp, November 23d, 1776.

SIR: By your mode of reasoning, the General's injunc-
tions are so binding that not a tittle must be broke through
for the salvation of the General and theArmy. I have
ordered Glover's brigade to march up towards the Peeks-
kills to put the passage of the Highlands out of danger;
but 1 intended to take fwo thousand from your divisionwith
me into the Jerseys; so I must desire that you will have
that nUll1ber in readiness by the day after to-morrow, when
1 shall be with you early in the forenoon; and am, sir,
your most obedient servant,

CHARLES LEE.
Major-General Heath.

GENERAL HEATH TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Peeksl,ill, November 23,1776-

Sm: If you have on tbe file of the honourable Conven-
tion a copy of tbe encouragement offered by the honour-
able Continental Congress to such as shall engage to serve
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in their next Army, I should be much obliged to you for a
copy thereof. ,

I am, sir, with respect and esteem, your most obedient
and humble servant, W H. EATH.
Honourable Pierre Van Cortlandt.

EXAMINATION OF SEVERAL PRISONERS.

PeekskiIJ, 23d November, 1776.

John McLean formerly lived in Harford County, Mary-
land, a soldier in Captain Peter Codains's company, First
Battalion of that State; was taken on Long-Island the day
Lord Stirling was defeated, and was put on board one of
the enemy's sloops; was compelled to inlist in Colonel
Rogers's Rangers, with whom he has been till last Satur-
day night, when he deserted from them at Williams's
tavern, at West-Chester, came to Rye, and was taken up
by General Wooster's Militia, without arms, and sent to
General Lee, and by him sent forward to Croton, and by
General Fellows fi'om thence to this place. Three other
persons, who say they were also taken at Long-Island, at
the same time, came off with him, having previously agreed
to do so the first opportunity. He did not know them
before he joined Rogers, though he has reason to believe
they were in the American Army and taken at the same
time he was. Many others intend deserting.

Michael Quin formerly lived in Pennsylvania, in Cum-
berland County, a soldier in Captain Miller's company,
Colonel lIand's regiment; was taken the same time above-
mentioned and disposed of in the same manner. Was ill-
treated, and inlisted with Captain Williams, in Rogers's
Rangers, with intent to desert. That he agreed to desert
with the three others who came in with him, and did so at
the time and in the manner above-mentioned. Did not
know any of his comrades before he met with them in
Rogers's llangers, but believes they were taken the same
day he was. Nearly the whole company he belonged to

in the Rano-ers intend deserting as soon as th.ey can.
He was confi"nedfor buying paper money, as was also his
comrades. They purchased fourteen dollars in paper, for
one silver dollar.

Luke Kearn formerly lived in Philadelphia, came to see
his brother, who was in the York Militia, on Long-Island;
joined Captain Craige's company, Colonel Hand's regi-
ment; though not inlisted was taken at the time above-
mentioned, and in every other part of his account agrees
with the other two before examined.

James Brol.n formerly lived in Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania, formerly belonged to Colonel Hand's regi-
ment, but the time of his inlistment being expired, inlisted
in Captain Lane's company of new levies, on Long-Island;
was taken the time above-me,ntioned. Agrees in his ac-
count as to every other particular with the other three per-
sons before examined.

The prisoners appear to be very candid and honest in
their account of matters; and it is my opinion they ought
to be sent forward towards their respective companies or
homes. G EO. CLINTON.

COLONEL HARDENBERGH TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Camp near Peek's Kill, November 23.

SIR: I have some tim_elast summer received a parcel of
arms, cartouch-boxes, and belts for the use of my regiment
as part of General Scott's brigade, in the service of the
United States, belonging to the State of New- York. And
as the time of my engagement, agreeable to resolves of
your honourable House, is now nearly expired, I would be
glad to know in whose hands to deliver said arms, so that I
may be released of them. I would beg your Honour to
appoint a person near the place to receive it, and let me
know by a line, and you will very much oblige yours, &c.,

JOHN HARDENBERGH, Colonel.

To the President of the State of New- York.

A Return of the Men in Garrison at the Forts l\IoNTGmlERYandCONSTITUTION.

FORT MONTGOMERY, 23d November, 1776.

Providence, November 23, ]776.

Captain John Tillinghast, in the privateer sloop Indepen-
dence, belonging to this place, has taken and carried into a
safe port a ship of three hundred tons, mounting sixteen
carriage guns, three and four pounders, eight swivels, and
having on board thirty men, atllong them a Sergeant, Cor-
poral, and eleven private soldiers. She was bound from
Cork to the Army at New- York, laden with a valuable
carrro of provisions, &c. Captain Tillinghast engaged her
aboOuttwenty minutes and then boarded her, when the men
were soon drove from their quarters, leaving the Captain alone
to defend the ship. Captain Tillinghast was shot through

" Coopers.
JAMESCLINTON, Brigadier-General.

the body by a musket-ban, hut is recovered. Three of his
men were likewise wounded, and two killed. On board the
prize the Sergeant and two soldiers were killed, and the
Captain and six men wounded. Another ship of fourteen
guns, ~nd ~ ~rig mounting eight swivels, were. in company.
Captam Tdhnghast exchanged a few broadsides with the
former, after securing his prize, when they thought proper to
sheer off. The cargo of the prize consists of 11,970 weiaht
of beef, 47,880 weight of pork, 14,625 weight of butter,
48,750 weight of oatmeal, 140,280 weight of flour, 44,800
weight of bread, 1,200 bushels of peas, one ton of powder a
quantity of cannon-baJI, six tons of cordage, &c. A lar~e
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number of provision ships were to leave Cork soon after the
above vessels sailed, most of them armed, and to sail ten or
twelve in company.

Thursday, Captain Avery, in a schooner, arrived here from
Nantz, in France, laden with woolens, &c., on accout of the
United States. He left Nantz the 11th of October, and
inJorms that the Empress of Russia had aO"reedto furnish
~reat Britain with a body of troops to ser:e against Amer-
zea. And that a great naval atmament was preparing at
Brest, said to be destined to intercept the Russian fleet in
the Baltic.

NEW-HA)IPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO NEW-YORK CON'-

VENTION.

State of New-Hampshire, in Committee of Safety, ~
November 23, li76. 5

SIR: By two different guards, viz: Captain Fonda and
Captain Robinson, from the State of New- York, has been
delivered into the care of this Committee about two hundred
persons, sent by the Committee appointed for inquiring into
and detecting conspiracies against your State; also the
votes and resolves of said Committee relative to the confine-
ment and care of said persons.

Pursuant to said resolutions we have ordered sixty-seven
of said persons to be confined in several prisons in this State,
and the remainder have liberty to provide their own lodgings
and support themselves by labour, or otherways, in several
towns allotted to them, under cautions and restrictions for
their behaviour.

We must acknowledge the civil and polit~ behaviour of
the gentlemen from }lew- York who had the care of the
prisoners, in particular Mr. Benson, in whom appeared the
gentleman and generous disinterested supporter of American
liberty.

The persons committed to our care, we shall proceed
with according to the resolves of your Committee until further
information.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, November 24th, 1776.

SIR: Yon will perceive from tbe enclosed resolve the
steps whi?~ Congress have thought pl"Oper to take in the
present Cfltlcal state of our affairs.

In order to give you aH possible assistance in keeping the
Army tOl?ether at this juncture, the Congress have appointed
a Committee to repair to Head-Quarters to cooperate with
you in the business. They will set out to-morrow morn-
ing; at which time the blank commissions, ordered to be
sent by the enclosed resolve, shaH be forwarded.

Y 011will please to order from the Northern department
such of the troops as were raised in Pennsylvania and New-
Jersey, to join the Army immediately undel' your command.
Should there be a necessity for supplying their places, the
Eastern States are to be applied to for that purpose.

. The Congress being desirous of exchanging Mr. Franlc-
bn for General Thompson, you will please to propose the
matter to General Howe, agreeably to the enclosed resolve.

. I have the honour to be, with every sentiment of esteem
and respect, sir, your most obedient and very humble ser-
vant, J H .OHN ANCOCK,Prestdent.

Your favour of tbe 21st is received and laid before Con-
gress.

The Committee appointed to devise measures for rein-
forcing you, have taken sundry steps for that end of which
the Committee that s~ts out t?-morr~w will infon~ you, and
make you fully acquamted with particulars.

The bearer hereof wiH proceed immediately to General
Schuyler, with despatches, and will convey any commands
from you to the Northern department.
His Excellency General Washington.

EDWARD RUTLEDGE TO JOHN JAY.
Philadelphia, November 24,1776.

J.\:lYDEAR J,\y; I expected 10nO" ere this to have been
seated quietly at horne;. but the p~ogr~ss which the enemy
had made, and seemed likely to make, mto your country in-
duced me to suspend my resolution which I came to several
months ago, and assist with the whole of my power (little

enough, God knows) a State which appeared to be marked
for destruction. The storm, however, has passed away;
and though I have reason to dread its bursting upon the
heads of my countrymen, I cannot but most sincerely con-
gratulate you upon the event. I wish you may improve the
time, and if you can concur with me in sentifgent, it will be
improved in the following manner. Let Schuyler, whose
reputation has been deeply wounded by the malevolence of
party spririt, immediately repair to Congress, and after estab-
lishing himself in the good opinion of his countrymen, by a
fair and open inquiry into his conduct, concert with the
House such a plan as he shall think will effectual1ysecure
all the upper country against the attacks of the enemy; which
plan being agreed to by the House, give him full power to
effect it, and send him off with aH possible despatch to carry
it into execution. Let steps be taken to place real obstruc-
tions in the North River, at least in that part of it which can
be commanded by Fort Montgomery, and the other fort in the
Highlands. If these things be done, and that soon, your
country, I think, will be safe, provided YOllestablish a good
Government, with a strong Executive. A pure democracy
may possibly do, when patriotism is the ruling passion; but
when the State abounds with rascals, as is the case with too
many at this day, you must suppress a little of tbat popular
spirit. Vest the F.xecutive powers of Government. in an
individual, that they may have vigour, and let them be as
ample as is consistent with the great outlines of freedom. As
several of the reasons which operated against you or Liv-
ingston's lea\'ing the State are now removed, I think you
would be of vast service in Congress. You know that body
possesses its share of human weakness; and that it is not
impossible for the members of that House to have their
attention engrossed by subjects which. might as well be post-
poned for the present, while such as require despatch have
been-I had almost said-neglected. This may be tbe case
with the measures which should be taken for the defence of
your State. It is therefore your interest and your duty, if
YOllare not prevented by some superiour pub1ickconcern, to
attend the House, and that soon; you have a right to demand
their attention, and I trust they wiII give you early assist-
ance.

Every intelligence from New- York for the last ten days
convincing me that the enemy are preparing to attack tbe
State with a large body of troops, I shaU take the wings of
the morning and hasten to my native home; where I shall
endeavour to render my country more service in the field
than I bave been able to render her in tbe cabinet. I
have therefore little time to write, and none to lengthen this
letter. I could not, however, think of quitting this part of
tbe continent without writing you what appeared to me to
be of consequence; especially when I consider that it is pro-
bable, at least possible, that this may be the Jast time I may
have it in my power to give you any evidence of my affec-
tion. I shall add no more than that you have my best

.wishes for your happiness, and that if I fall .in the defence of
my country it will a1!eviate my misfortune 10 think that it
is in the support of the best of causes, and that I am esteemed
by the best of men. God bless you. Adieu, my friend.

Yours sincerely, E R. UTLEDGE.

RICHARD HENRY LEE TO SAMUEL PURVIANCE, JR.

Phi!adeJphia, 24th November, 1776.

DEARSIR : You have imputed to the right cause my not
answering your former letter sooner; it was indeed multipli-
city of business.

Vcry long before your recommendation of Mr. Plunket
came to hand, a Captain Disney had been appointed Cap-
tain of Marines on board the Virginia, upon the recommen-
dation of Mr. Stone. The Congress have determined to
build in Maryland two frigates of thirty-six guns each, and
I make no doubt but that one at least of these will be built
at Baltimore. I suppose when the committee meets on
Tuesday next, that directions concerning the building the
new ships will issue to tbe respective States. Not a word
has been yet said in Congress touching a quarrel with Por-
tugal, nor wjJlany such thing happen, I imagine, unless tbey
should confiscate any of our vessels.

It will give us much pleasure to learn that Captain
Nicholson is ready for sea, and I think we can furnish bim
from bence with one such anchor as you mention. Captain
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Biddle's frigate, Randolph; of thirty-two guns, is now com-
pletely ready, except that she wants men, which we hope
hope to remedy when the vessels daily expected arrive.
The Virginia and the Randolph cruising together might
bring ns in SOmeof the enemy's scattering frigates that now
go about very badly manned, in juring our trade extremely.
I wish, therefore, that every effort were strained to get the
Virginia ready. Our enemy's Army has been pretty busy
since they retreated from the White-Plains. Already they
have got possession both of J}lollnt Washington and Fort
Lee, and they talk, 01'the Tories talk for them, strongly of
their aiming at this city. I £'lncy they will find some diffi-
culty and not a litttle danger in the accomplishment of this
part of their plan.

My compliments, if you please, to the Rev. Mr. Allison
and my other friends in Baltimore.

If the 'rories do not mend their manners, be more modest,
and less noisy, they will shortly be hauled over the coals
in such a manner as will make the country too hot to hold
them.

I am, sir, YOUl'most obedient, humble servant,
RICHARD HENRY LEE.

List of new ships to be immediately undertaken: New-
Hampshire, one ship of seventy-four guffS; Massachusetts,
one ship of seventy-four guns and one of thirty-six guns;
Pennsylvania, one ship of seventy-four guns and one of
eighteen guns; Maryland, two ships of thirty-six guns;
Virginia, two ships of thirty-six guns.
To Samuel Purviance, Jr., Esq., Baltimore.

P. S. November 25, 1776.-1 thank you for your favour
of the 22<:1,with its enclosures, and will answer your letter
by next post, not being able now to do it with proper effect.
1 know WBwant vessels, both on charter and to purchase,
in Virginia and ~Maryland. But more of this hereafter.
General Howe seems intent on this city. R. H. LEE.

BENJAMIN RlJMSEY TO MARVLAND cotJNCIL OF SAFETY.

Philadelrhia, November 24th, 1776. ~
('V rote In the midst of company.) 5

Sm: We have continued in this place until this day,
in which we shall set off for the camp, not being able to
proceed before, neither under the letter nor spirit of our
commission.

Our Convention had certainly two capital objects in view:
that as the Congres-s had engaged the faith of the United
States to furnish the soldiery with the bounty of lands, which
they were to purchase, it followed by implication that the
United States had none belonging to them in common, but
must purchase of particular States, who claimed a monopoly
in them, and of course might ruin those States who had
none. Her -view then was to have those lands declared a
common stock, as being purchased (if ever purchased) by
the joint blood and treasure of the Confederacy, or find no.
land, to her ruin. The first satisfaction sbe received on this
bead was rhat she might inlist for three years, and give the
twenty dolIars bounty, but must give the soldiers the alter-
native to inlist during the war on the first conditions-open-
ing two rolls for the purpose. This not pleasing, they
resol ved again that the Commissioners may proceed to inlist
for three years upon one ron alone, keeping it aJways in view
that it was better to inlist during the war, if it did not retard
the service.

This resQlution keeping up the first bone of contention,
the land, and by implication that the States had none stilI
not answering expectation, the Congress further resol ved
that any resolutions that had passed should neither operate
to weaken or strengthen the claim of the United States, or
any of them, to any back land, by which this point, that has
given such uneasiness in our Province, will be saved, and be
disc'ussed hereafter in our future Confederacy.

The second point they had in view was the point of tax-
ation, which they thought unequal, being rated on s]aves as
we]) as whites.

This has been expressly named as the mode as to six
millions of dollars. As to fourteen more, the same declaration
is made as in the article of land, that the proportion of sink-
ing it shall be adjusted hereafter on each State, and that
nothing heretofore done sha]) strengthen or weaken such
inquiry or question.

Our Province having in some measure obtained a satis-
faction on these two beads, nothing now remains to consider
wbether, the Convention having empowered us to proceed
and inlist for and during the war On the twenty dollars, we
can go on the terms of three years, and the same bounty
being for a less term; and in this point we are pretty gene-
rally agreed to depart from the letter to preserve the spirit.

lart Lee has followed the same fate as Furt Washington~
except that our powder and men, with two twelve-pounders,
escaped. We lost one thousand barrels of flour and three
hundred tents. Better than four hundred of the Maryland
troops were taken in and about Fort Washington, where
Major Price, writes our brethren C9mmissioners, fell as wen
as Colonel Williams of the Rifle battalion, bravely fighting
in his country's cause. ~

I am greatly surprised that these Britons are so bent on
surprising, and that we should. be so often so surprised on
Long-Island, York-Island, White-Plains, Fort Washing-
ton, and now Fort Lee. Though. the enemy crossed at
Dobbs's Ferry they became not visible ti]) within sight of
the fort; in short, there are so many of them that I shall
be an wonder and surprise, or learn, in the poet's phrase,
nil admirari. I am afraid you have not sent commissions
enough.

1 am, sir, your most humble servant,
BENJAlIUN RmISEY.

Thomas JeniJer, Esquire, at An-The Hon. Daniel of St.
napolis.

RESOLUTIONS OF CO::\fMITTEEFOR REINFORCING GENERAL

WASHINGTON.

In Congress, November 23,1776.

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed, with
full powers to devise and execute measures for effectually
reinforcing General Washington, and obstructing ihe prog-
ress of General Howe's Army; and that they proceen im-
mediately on this business.

The Members chosen: Mr. Wilson, Mr. Smith, 1\11'.
Chase, Mr. Clymer, and MI'. Stockton.

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

The Committee before-mentioned have come to the fol-
lowing Resolutions: . ,

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Commanding
Officers of the several Battalions of Associators in Pennsyl-
vania immediately to call together the Battalions respec-
tively under their command, and to select Ollt of ellch
Battalion one Company, or, if possible, two Companies of
Volunteers.

That each Company consist of seventy-six Privates, one
Drummer, one Fifer, four Corporals, and four Sergeants,
under the command of a Captain, two Lieutenants, and one
Ensign.

That the Field Officer of each Battalion, or such of them
as shall be present, with the approbation and concurrence of
the Volunteers appoint the Commissioned and Non-Com-
missioned Officers of each Company.

That the Companies be engaged in the serrice of tho
United States till the tenth day of March next, unless sooner
discharged by Congress, and be entitled to a pair of shoes
and stockings,and to the same rations and the same monthly
pay withthe other Troops on the Continental establishment,
to commence from the time of their enroJIment.

That the form of the enrollment beasfollows: "I
hereby promi.se and engage to enter into the service of the
United States, and to serve them tiJl the tenth day of .March
next, unless sooner discharged by Congress, and to observe
and obey the ordersof Congress,and the ordersof the Gen-
erals and the officers set over me by them."

That in order to supply the Companies with arms, accou-
trements, and other necessaries, the Field Officers of each
Battalion, or any of them, be empowered and directed to
purchase, and if they cannot purchase, to impress, arms,
cartouch-boxes, blankets, shoes, stockings, and otl}f~rneces-
saries for the use of the said Companies.

That the articles impressed be appraised by persons to be
appointed by the Field Officers, or any of them, fOL' that
purpose.

That the Field Officers, or any of them, give certificates
of the value of the articles so purchased or appraised, which
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certificates shall be deemed sufficientvouchers to the persons
to whom they shall be given, or to their assigns, for the
respe.ctive sums therein mentioned, and shall be paid at the
Continental Treasury.

That the Captains march their Companies with the utmost
expedition, and join the Army under General Washington.

That the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania be empow-
ered and directed to form the said Companies into Battalions;
and to adopt such further measures as they may find neces-
sary for the march and equipment of the said companies;
and particularly to collect in the city of Philadelphia and
its neighbourhood, blankets and other necessaries for their
use, and to seize such articles, pqying the value of them, if
they cannot otherwise be procured.

That one month's pay be advanced to each volunteer
upon his enrollment; and that the Council of Safety be
supplied with money for this purpose.

That the Council of Safety be requested to forward by
express the foregoing Resolutions to the Commanding Offi-
cers of the several Battalions of the State of Pennsylvania.

JAMES WILSON, JAMES S~nTH,

GEORGE CLnIER, SAMUEL CHASE.

Philadelphia, November 24,1776.

PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF SAFE,TY TO COMMANDERS OF
BATT ALlONS.

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, November 24,1776.

SIR: General H(Jwe, afterhavingreducedFort Washing-
ton, and obtained possession of Fort Lee, is now directing
his operations against New-Jersey. There is much reason
to believe that his views extend to the city of Philadelphia.
The forcesin ;N,'iw-.Je.rseymay be insufficient to oppose his
progress. Itis therefore indispensably requisite, for the pres-
ervation of this Stat~, and the support of the general cause,
that troops be immediately raised to reinforce General Wash-
ington. The rneasur!Js adopted for this purpose you will
learn from the resolutions enclosed. In this time of danger
it is unnecessary to use arguments with freemen, who are
determined never to lose that character but with their lives.
We have entir~ confidence that yo~, and the battalion under
your command, will, upon this occasion, give the strongest
proofsof vigour and patriotism.

A judiciolls choice of the officers wil1 do hononr to the
volunteers, and produce essential advantages to the service,
for it is our opinion that the volunteers ought to have the
election of tnem; and we recommend to you the utmost
circumspection and care, not only in the persons you may
recommend to them, but also in the manner of doing it. As
this Council Canonly have in view the interest of the whole,
you may safely assure the people of our care and attention
in the appointment of the Field Officers, so as at the same
time to forward the service and as mnch as possible to
give satisfaction to the people.

A Paymaster will be appointed for each battalion, and
the volunteers may depend on having theil' pay regularly.
The ColQnel Qrcommanding officer ought to muster each
company, and send a certificate thereof to this Board.

Money is forwarded to in order to advance the
month's pay; to him you will please to apply for what
money will be necessary in your battalion for that purpose.

By ol'deJ"of the Council:
DAVID RITTF.~HOUSE, Vice President.

To the Colonel or commanding officer of
the Battalion of

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL LEE.

Newark, November 24th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: By the negligent and infamous conduct of
the post rider, the eastern mail of Friday was brought to
Hackensack and there stopped to fall into the hands of the
enemy. Of this event I have thought it proper to give you
the earliest notice, supposing the mail may have contained
some letters from you of a publick nature, that you may
guard against any advantages the enemy may expect to de-
rive from this accident.

From your letter to Colonel Reed, you seem to have
mistaken my views entirely, in ordering troops fi'om Gen-
eral Heath to cross Hudson's river to this side. The impor-
tance of the posts and passes through the Highlands is so

infinitely great that I never thought there should be the
least possible risk of losing 'em. Colonel Reed's second
letter will have sufficiently eXplained my intention upon this
subject, and pointed out to you that it was your division I
want to have over. As the enemy have possessed them-
selves of the usual route by Dobbs's Ferry and Hackensack,
it will be necessary that you should be careful in choosing
some back way, in which you and your troops may corne
secure. I doubt not but they wi)] take measures to
intercept you, and therefore am" induced to request your
caution; I also wish you to send me frequent expresses on
your march, that I may know how to direct it, and how to
provide for the same.

I am, dear Sil',&c.,
To Major-General Lee.

Go. WASHINGTON.

GENERAL W A5HINGTON TO GENERAL LEE.

Newark, November 24th, 1776.

DEARSIR: I wrote you this morning of the probability
that some of your letters to me had fallen with the mail
into the enemy's hands. My apprehensions on that head
have been since confirmed by direct intelligence from their
camp. I am informed that a letter from you is confidently
said to have come to. their hands, and that measures are
taken to intercept your march. To prevent them from
effecting this object, I havejudged it proper to acquaintyou
of this accident, and of their design; at the same time I
must request that you will take every precaution to come
by a safe and secure route. I am told by those who have
an intimate knowledge of the country, that after you leave
Haverstraw the western road by Kakiate will be proper for
you to take. But I will not undertake to prescribe anyone
in particular, only observing, that you will by all means
keep between the enemy and the mountains.

Before I conclude, I would wish you to leave under the
care of General Heath, the two twelve-pounders on travel-
ing carriages. They will be safe with him at Peekskill.
The brass twenty-four I would have you bring, provided it
can be done without great inconvenience.

I need not urge the necessity of your gaining intelligence
of the enemy'ssituatiooin the courseof your march; I will
be silent on that head; nor need I mentiou. the propriety of
your sending frequent expresses, to advise of your approaches.
Hoping and trusting that your arrival will be safe and happy,
I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant,

Go. WASHINGTON.

To Major-General Lee.

P. S. The expresses should come by tbe western road
otherwise they may fall in with the enemy. Enclosed you
will receive a copy of sundry resolves of Congress, which
you will publish in orders.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL FORMAN.

SIR: Having received in formation that there is danger of
an insurrection of Tories in the County of Monmouth, and it
being highly necessary that the most speedy check should
be given to a measure of so pernicious a tendency, YOlr are
hereby ordered to march with the regiment under your
command into the said County of ]}Ionmouth, and on your
arrival there, you are authorized to apprehend all such per-
sons as, from good information, appear to be concerned in
any plot or design against the liberty or safety oCthe United
States. And you are further authorized immediately to
attack any body of men whom you may find actually aSSem~
bled or in arms for the purpose aforesaid; and if you should
find thcir numbers supel'iour to yoU\' force, you have full>
authority to call in and take the command of such a number
of Militia of the State of New-Jersey as you may judge
sufficient. I would recommend to you to be cautious in
proceeding against any but such as you have the fullest
grounds of suspicion, and not suffer your men to give the
least molestation to the property of any in the course .of
your march. If you find any stock of cattle or provision
that you may judge in danger of falling into the hands of
the enemy you are first to desire the inhabitants to remove
them; and upon their refusal you are to have it done your-
self, giving the owners certificates of the quantity, that they
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may, if they please, can upon the Quartermaster or Commis-
sary~General for pay.

Given under my hand at Head-Quarters, at Newark, this
24th day of November, 1776.

.

Go. WASHINGTON.
To Colonel David Forman, New-Jersey Militia.

GENERAL LEE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Camp, November 24,1776.

D.:AR GENERAL: I have received your orders, and shall
endeavour to put them in execution; but question much
whether I shall be able to carry with me any considerable
number; not so much from a want of zeal in the men, as from
their wretched condition with respect to shoes, stockings,

and blankets, which the present bad weather renders more
intolerable. I sent Heath orders to transport two thousand
men across the river, apprise the General, and wait for
further orders; but that great man (as I might have expected)
intrenched himself within the letter of his instructions, and
refused to part with a single file, though I undertook to re-
place them with a part of my own. I should march this
day with Glover's brigade, but bave just received intelligence
that Rogers's corps, a part of the Light-Horse, and another
brigade, lie in so exposed a situation as to present us the fair-
est opportunity of carrying them off. If we succeed it will
have a great effect, and amply compensate for two days'
delay. ,

I am, deal' General, yours most sincerely,
CHARLESLEE.

OFFICERS PRESENT.

Return of the Forces under the command of General LE.:, November 24th, ] 716.
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.f1rtillery.-In General Lee's Division, General.iVixon's BriO'ade: 1 Howitzer, 1 Captain, 1 Captain-Lieutenant, 1 Lieutenant, 2 Sergeants, 2 Bom-
bardiers, 2 Gunners, 18 Matrosses. Colonel Glov~r's Brigade: 3 Field-Pieces, 1 Lieutenant, 2 Sergeants, J Bombardier, 1 Gunner, 12 Matrosses.

In General Sullivan's Division, General JtIcDougall's Bngade: 2 Field Pieces, 1 Captain-Lieutenant, 1 Lieutenant, 2 Sergeants, 28 Matrosses.

A. SCAI\BJELL,Deputy Adjutant-General.

Commissioned.
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GENERAL LEE TO COLONEL REED.
Camp, November 24th, 1776.

My DEAR REED: I received your most obliging, flattering
letter; lament with you that fatal indecision of mind which
in war is a much greater disqualification than stupidity, or
even want of personal courage: accident may put a decisive
blunderer in the right, but eternal defeat and miscarriage must
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attend the man of the best parts if cursed with indecision.
The General recommends in so pressing a manner as almost
to amount to an order, to bring over the Continental troops
under my command, which recommendation or order throws
me into the greatest ,dilemma from several considerations.
Part of the troops are so ill furnished with shoes and stock-
ings, blankets, &c., that they must inevitably perish in this
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wretched weatlwr. Part of them are to be dismissed on
Saturday, and this part is tbe best accoutrerl fix service.
What shelter we are to find on the other side of the river is
a serious consideration. But tbese considerations should not
sway me. My reason for not having marched already is,
that we have just received intelligence that Rogers's corps,
the Light-Horse, part of the Highlanders, and another
brigade, lie in so exposed a situation as to give the fairest
opportunity of being carried. 1 should have attempted it
last nigbt, but the rain was too violent, and when our piec~s
are wet you know our troops are hors du cOlnbat. Thls
nirrht I hope will be better. If we succeed we shall be well
co"mpensated for the delay; we shall likewise be able
on our return to clear tbe country of all the articles wanted
by the enemy. In every view, therefore, the expedition
must answer.

I.ba VI'just recei\'ed a most flattering letter from Don Luis
Venzaga, Governour of New- Orleans. He gives me tbe
title of" General de los Estados Ullidos Americanos," which
is a to]erable step towards declaring himself our ally in pos-
itive terms. The substance is, that he is sensible of tbe vast
advantages which must rE'sult from the separation to his
master and nation; that he cannot positively enter into a
regular system without consulting his master, but in the
mean time be will render us all the service in his power. I
only wait myself for tbis business of Rogers and company
being over. I shall then fly to you; for to confess a truth,

I really think our Chief will do better with me than without
me.

r am, dear Reed, yours most sincerely,
CHARLESLEE.

GENERAL HEATH TO GENERAL LEE.

PeekskiIJ, November 24th, 1776.

SIR: Be my mode of reasoning as it may, I conceive it
to be my duty to obey my instructions, especially thos6
which are positive and poignant; and tbat to deviate from
them, even in extreme cases, would be an errour; though
perhaps an errour on the right side. I can assure you, sir,
that I have the salvation of the General and Army so much
at heart tbat the least recommendation from him to march
my division, or any part of them, over tbe river should hav6
been instantly obeyed, without waiting for a positive order.

My conduct must be approved or censured as I adhere
to, or depart from, my orders; and as it is my duty I shan
strictly abide by them, until they are countermanded in such
manner as will justify a deviation from them to him who
instructed me and to the world.

I shall be happy in being honoured with your company
to-morrow; and am, with respect and esteem, your obedient,
humble servant, W H. EATH.

General Lee.

A Return of four Brigades under the command of lUajor-General HEATH,~4th November, 1776, PEEKSKILL.
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Errours excepted. EBICN'R HUNTINGTON,Assis't Adj't General.

Commissioned.

COLONEL HUNTINGTON TO GENERAL HEATH.

Camp Ramapough, November 24th, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: I am credibly informed that great num-
bers of the inhabitants between this and Hackensack have
been to the enemy and obtained letters of protection, partic-
ular]y one Christyam Andrew Zabriskie, who says that an
express from General Lee to General Washington has been
late]y intercepted by the enemy, who had information of it
from the Tories. By the best information the greatest part
of the people between this and the enemy's camp are
friendly to them and will do them aJl the service in their
power.

If I had men to spare I should send a strong party to
inspect their conduct. I just now hear that General Lee is
making that way, which 1 bope is true.

I am your most obedient and humble servant,
JED. HUNTINGTON.

General Heath.

P. S. Have just had six men taken up by the guards for
endeavouring to inveigle a soldier by giving him money.

Staff.

return merit, in my opinion, no smaJl attention. His hOUSG
in the city, which rented for seventy pounds per annum,
with some valuab]e furniture in it, has been reduced to
ashes; his farm in the country entirely destroyed by our
own troops, and thirteen slaves most probably captivated
by the enemy. He is therefore reduced to abject poverty.
As to his political sentiments, conected not only from private
conversation, but from his preaching, he appears to be a
zealous friend to the American cause. I must therefore, in
justice to him, take the liberty earnestly to recommend him
for Chaplain in the New- York brigade.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
JNO. MORINScon'.

To the honourable Committee of Arrangement.
P. S. Mr. Corne has met with the accident of a breach in

his mill-dam, the repair of which will require his presence.
He has therefore requested me to interpose my good offices
for continuing his stay on parole a week longer than was
originally intended.

Yours, &c., J.M.S.

GENERAL SCOTT TO NEW-YORK; COMMITTEE OF ARRANGE- COLONEL LIVINGSTON TO COM1\IITTEE OF ARRANf1EMENT.
MENT. Peekskill, 24th November, 1776.

Camp near Peekski1l,November24,1776. GENTLEMEN: I am just informed that Lieutenant-Colo-

GENTLEl'<rEN:When I consider the misfortunes of the nI'l Hulbert has gone to Long-Island, and that it is very
Rev. Mr. Tetard, I can not refrain from recommending improbable that he will accept of his commission. Should
him to your Committee, as I Aatter myself you will pay this be the case, I must beg ]eave to recommend :Major Fish
some attention to his case, in forming of the staff of the as the most eligible person I can think of as Major to the
New- York brigade. Our Provincial Congress were pleased regiment. He is a young man of spirit and abilities. Three
to appoint him to the offices of Chaplain and Interpreter, Captains, Sacket, Jackson, and Smith, accept, and are now
with the rank of Major, in the Canada service. He will recruiting. As we are at a loss for a Chaplain, it may not
produce to you General Arnold's certificate, as a testimony be improper to acquaint you that one Mr. Peter Tetter, a
of his good conduct. The losses he bas met with since his clergyman and gentleman who formerly made one of Gen-
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eral "Montgomery's huniIy as Interpreter in Canada, has now
lost his all, (it being in the hands of the enemy, at King's
Bridge,) is very desirous of being appointed Chaplain to
one of the four regiments now raising to serve during the
war. The goodness of his disposition, and his attachment
to General Jtlontgomery. induce me to solicit his appoint-
ment. Ensign Joshua Drake resigns.

I remain, gentlemen, with respect and esteem, your most
obedient, humble servant,

HENRY B. LIVINGSTON,
Colonel 4th New- York Regiment Continental Troops.

To the Committee of Arrangement for the State of .New-
York. .

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL GATES.

Saratoga, November 24, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: As it is more than probable that I
should be exceedingly blamed if I left this department with-
out a General Officer to command it in my absence, and
all having left it except you, I am under the necessity of
detaining you until the return of some other General Officer.
You will therefore remain at Albany until further orders.

Please inform Colonel Lewis that more carriages are
wanting on the portage between Fort Edward and Lake
George, and that he is to send up thirty immediately. Or-
der him to send up fifty hal's of iron, proper for shoeing
what are commonly called log-sleds, which are making here
to transport cannon with in winter.

I am, .dear General, sincerely, your most obedient, humble
servant, .

PH. SCHUYLER.
The Hon. General Gates.

COLONEL WILLETT TO ROBERT YATES.

Danbury, November 24,1776.

SIR: I have received your account of my appointment
by the Committee of Arrangement for the State of New-
York, who you inform me have been pleased to take notice

of my former rank and services. I can by no means think
of re1ilsingto attend to the voice of my country at so critical
and important a period as this. I shall therefore with cheer-
fulness receive the appointment with which I am honoured,
nor shall my best endeavours he wanting to render to my
country every service I am capable of.

Some business I have undertaken for the Quartermas ter-
General of the Continental Army has engaged my attend-
ance at North-Castle to-morrow, after which I shall im-
mediately attend the Committee of Arrangement at the
Fishkill. And am, in the mean time, with sincere respect,
sir, your most obedient, humble servant,.

MARINUS WILLETT.
To Robert Yates, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of Ar-

rangement for the State of New- York, at the Fishkill.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO COLONEL PICKERING.

State of Massachusetts Bay, Council Chamber, ~
November, 1776. 5

To TIMOTHY PICKERING, Colonel:
In pursuance of a resolve of General Court of this State,

you are hereby ordered forthwith to disc.harge the officers
and men belonging to Captain Benjamin Ward's company,
stationed at Salem, and to deliver all the ammunition and
mj)jtary stores of every kind which have been improved by
said company, belonging to this State, to Richard Ward,
Commissary, who is hereby directed to receive the same
and make return thereof to this Board, as soon as may be.

CAPTAIN MARTIN TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, November 25th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I received yours of the 21st, and as you
did not write to me concerning the sailors' wages, I thought
it my duty to acquaint your honourable Board, that the few
vessels now fitting out in this place gives from eleven to
twelve pounds per month for common hands, and officers'
wages is what they please to ask; Mates have fifteen pounds
per month. As I shall have but few seamen this passage,
I think it requisite to have an officer of Marines. It is much
wanting in a harbour; and at sea they serve to work the

guns. If you think it proper, I shall be glad Mr. Bond
may have the preference.

I can't ship a sailor for want of articles, and then, as I
agree with them, I can make them sign, and be on the sure
side. When I get the articles, I can get men in great
plenty, by telling them I shall have a commission; and I
hope, as I had the promise last voyage, amI as I sail for low
wages, and refused good offers in vessels that have made
fortunes, this voyage I hope according to promise to have
a commission, and do some good for myself and country.

Captain Stone carne the 18th instant, with the bailiff
and a parcel of men to take the brig, but I defended her
with four men, and still keep possession, though the Slwriff
put his hands on the side, and said he delivered her as Cap-
tain Stone's property. Something strange that, a man to
deliver a thing he can't get possession of.'

I am, gentlemen, your humble servant,
JOHN :MARTIN.

To the honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.

JOHN HAAS AND OTHERS TO lIlARYLANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY.

November 25th, 1776.
GENTLEMEN: "Te have been applied to by the guard

who have the Plisoners from Carolina now in charge, for
their pay. Mr. lIarrison, in whose hands money was
lodged, is from home, and the gentleman who he left to
transact business in his absence, has paid away a1l the
money Mr. Ilarrison left in his hands. The guard in gen-
eral are men in low circumstances, and we think are, and
must in little time be mu~h distressed, unless you will be
kind enough to pay them. Private gentlemen have already
advanced money to support the prisoners. You will
undoubtedly be of opinion that it is necessary to send some
money to pay fOI' the victualling of them. .

Weare, gentlemen, with great respect, your obedient
sen'an ts,

JOHN HAAs, CHRIS. EDF:LIN,
MILFORD RAMSEY, ADAM FISHER,
C. BEATTY, JOHN ADLTJM,
B. JOHNSON, CONRAD GIWSII.

To honourable the Council of Safety, Annapolis.
Mr. Stock also hopes you will be pleased to allow the

enclosed account for the victualling some of the soldiers.

Captain JOHN REYNOLDS in account with ANTHONY STOCK.

1776, August 11 tho To boarding six of his men £C)reight
days-amount to six weeks and six days - - £

FREDERICK COUNTY, set:
October 81, 1776;

Then came Anthony Stock before me, the subscriber,
and made oath on the Holy Evangelist of Almi1;hty God,
that the above account is just and true, to the best of his
knowledge.

Sworn before JACOB YOUNG.

JAMES TILGHMAN TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAI'ETY.

Colonel Tilghman 's, November 25th, 1776.

GENTLEME;'<:I received the enclosed letter from Doctor
Pine, by yesterday's post, and as it greatly concerns our
soldiery, have thought proper to lay it before your Board.
The Doctor is a man of veracity, and what he advances
may be relied on. A discrimination of that nature among
soldiers cannot be submitted to, and is enough to check the
ardour of the bravest man upon earth.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, gen-
tlemen, your most obedient and humble servant,

JA. TILGHMAN.

The honourable Counc]) of Safety of Maryland.

Camp at White-Plains, November 7th, 1776.

DEAR Sm: I arrived here on Jtlonday, the 28th of last
month, about four in the afternoon, while our people were
engaged in a very hot battle, the particulars of whieh I
suppose you'll hear before this comes to hand. Colonel
Smallwood's battalion suffered a good deal; the Colonel
himself wounded in two places; the number of killed and
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wounded, as the report is in the camp, amounts only to
about ninety, but from the wounded I saw myself in the
hospital and adjacent houses, there must at least be an
hundred and twenty or thirty wounded; the number of killed
I don't know.

Tbe day after I came here I waited on Doctor Morgan,
Director-General of the hospitals here, for medicines, &c.
He told me he had nothing to say to the 'Maryland troops,
and that it was not his business to supply the Regimental
Surgeons with medicines, and that it must have been a mis-
take of the Convention or Council of Safety of 1Uaryland,
to send their Surgeons here without them and think they
were to be supplied here. Upon this, I went to Colonel
Smallwood, who is about fifteen miles /i'om this, neat' the
hospital, and told him the case, and what condition I found
the sick i~, both the Regular and Flying-Camp, Maryland
troops, wIthout the least morsel of physick of any sort,
although a great many of them in a very pitiable condition,
upon which tbe Colonel gave me a letter to DoctOl' Morga,n.
The Doctor then told me I might have some few thinfTs,
if I could go to New- York for them, which is about eigl~y
miles from this. I told him by the time I went there and
got back, that the time of most of the Maryland troops
would be expit'ed. He told me he could not help it, and
that medicines were very hard to be got. I should be glad
this matter was communicated to th6J Council of Safety.
Since I came here I have been of what service I could to
the ~Maryland troops; all their'Surgeons are over in the
Jerseys with their sick, and a great number are still sick
here.

The companies to which I was appointed are not yet
come. here, nor can I hear any thing of them. I am just
now with Colonel Smallwood's battalion and Independent
companies. I go up to-day to the Flying-Camp, who are
about sixteen miles from this, to inquire into the state of
their sick, and see if I can, by any possible means, get some
medicines for their relief.

I should be glad rou let me know first opportunity,
whether I am to contl!1Ue here, 01" how I am to proceed jf
these companies do not come up. The enemy went off
from this night before last; it is conjectured they are to
attack Fort Wasltington, which is about twenty miles from
this, and then go into winter-quarters.

We expect to move from this every hour. I have been
exceeding hearty since I came here. The camp seems to
ag.ree very weJl ,,:,ith me. We have got plenty of every
thlllg. I shall wnte you fuller and more particular in a day
or two.

'

I am, dear sir, in haste, respectfully, YOllr very humble
servant, JOHN PINE.

To James Tilghman, Esq., Annapolis, ~~Iaryland.

PENNSYI.VANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO LANCASTER COM-

MITTEE.

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, November 25, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The-,enclosed letters to the several Com-
manding Officers in your County YOllare requested to for-
ward immediately by express.

By order of Council:
DAVID RITTENHOUSE, Vice President.

To the Committee of Inspection of Lancaster County.

Lett;,r received, Wednesday evening, about six o'eJock, 27 Novem-
bel', 17/6.

1st Battalion, Colonel Ross, delivered to Lieutenant-Colonel Rei~art,
2£1

"
Curtis Grubb, sent by John Phleigrr, expHss.

b

3d
"

Thomas Porter, sent by Chl-istian ZOI'TI,express.
4th" James Burd, sent by John Phleiger, express.
5th" James Craufvrd, sent by Christian ZOI'TI,express.
6th" B. Galbreath, sent by Jvhn Phlei~er, express,
7th" .'fl. Slough, de]ivered to Colonel :"lough.
8th" P. Grubb, sent by John Phlrigel', express.
9th" P. Gnenwalt, sent Ly Jo!lIt, Phlriger, express.

]Oth" Jo!tn Perree, sent by Chnstwn Zorn, express.
11th" Tunothy Green, sent by John Phleiger, express.

Expresses sent oft' 1Vednesday evemnO', about seven 0 'clock 27th
Jl'ovember,1776. "

,

COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS TO GEORGE READ.

Philadelphia, November 25, ] 776.

SIR: The enclosed resolutions will inform you of the
steps adopted in this State for the immediate reinforcement

of the Army under the command of Gene'ral Washington.
We wish for assistance from the State of Delaware, and
call not doubt their alacrity in furnishing every aid in their
power, in this hour of common danger.

We know not to whom our application ought to be made,
bm we earnestly entreat your influence and exertions with
the proper authorities of your State, to send a speedy assist-
ance of five hundred volunteers if possible, on the same
terms and times of service with the volunteers of this State.

Weare, sir, with great regard, your most obedient and
humble servants, J -tvA~IES , ILSON,

GEORGE CLYMER,
SAM'L CHASE.

To the Hon. George Read, Esq., at Newcastle.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL ATLEE.

Head-Quarters, 25th November, 1776.

SIR: I lately received a letter from you, but having sent
it forward among other papers, I cannot recollect the date.
I do not at all \Vonder at your earnest desire to return to
your family and friends; and you may be assured that every
thing in my power, consistent with the resolutions of Con-
gress, shaJl be done t.o procure your speedy release. If
General Howe shall please to give his assent to the exchange
of Mr. Irving, of South- Carolina, for you, I certainly shall
have no objection. The reason why tkle proposal cannot
with propriety go fi'om me, is, that Mr. Irving is not in the
military line, and, by the terms of our cartel, officers of equal
rank only are to be proposed for each other; but either side
may dispense with this rule, if they think fit, as was the case
in the exchange of Governour Brown (not in the military
line) for Brigadier-General Lord Stirling. Therefore, what
you al'e to do is, to obtain General Ilowe's assurance that
Mr. lrving will be received in exchange for you; and upon
this being signified to me, he shall be immediately sent for,
that the exchange may be carried into execution.

I received a joint letter from Colonel Miles and you,
respecting the state of our prisoners for want of clothes and
other necessaries. I have laid this before Congress, and
desired them to procure a credit in New- York for their
sllpply. In respect to the short allowance of provisions, I
can only attribute it to the state of General Howe's stores;
for I have too high an opinion of his humanity to suppose
that he would willingly add the calamity of famine to that
of captivity.

I am, sir, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.
To Co!. Samuel J. Atlee, Pennsylvania Militia, prisoner.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL I\HLES.

Head-Quarters, 25th November, 1776.

SIR: I lately had the pleasure of a letter from you, but
I am unable to answer it as particularly as I could wish, for
want of the letter itself, having sent it forward among other
papers. From the best of my recollection, you mention
that you had reason to believe that an exchange might be
procured of John Foxcrafl, Esq., for yourself, and Mr~
Dashwood for Colonel Piper, and another gentleman, whose
name I do notremember, for Lieutenant De Courcy. If
you can obtain General Howe's assent to these several
exchanges, I shall on my part most readily comply; but as
the gentlemen you have mentioned are not in the military
line, the proposal cannot with propriety go from me, as by
the terms of our cartel, officers of equal rank are only to be.
proposed for each other. But General Howe has dispensed
with this rule in one instance, by giving up Brio-adier-Gen-
eral Lord Stirling for Governour Brown, though°not belong-
ing to the Army; and jf he pleases again to accept of
gentlemen in the civil department for those in the military;
I, as I said before, shall have no objection.

I have, in a letter to Colonel Atlee, taken notice of a
joint letter fi'om yourself and him, respectino- the miserable
state of our prisoners in New-York for want of clothes and
necessaries.. I. have wrote to Congress on the subject,
recommend\lJg It to them to procure a proper credit ill
New-York for their supply, but I have not yet received an
answer from them.

'

I am, sir, yours, &.c., Go. WASHINGTON.

To Colonel Miles, Pennsylvania Militia, prisoner.

.
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COLONEL HARRISON TO GENERAL HEATH.
Newark, November the 25th, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: I am directed by his Excdlency to
acknowledge his receipt of your letter of yeste-rday, and to
inform you the disposition of the troops mentioned in YOl1\'
former letter has his approbation.

In respect to the troops intended to come to tbis quarter,

h!s ,~xcellency never mean~ that they should be from your
dIVIsIOn. He has wrote Geneml Lee since so fully and
explicitly upon the subject, that any misapprehensions he

m~y have been under at first must be now done away. He
wIll most probably have reached Peek's Kills before now

with his division, and be pushing to join us. No new event
has taken place.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
ROB'T H. HARRISON.

To Major-General Heath.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FHOM NEWARK, DATED NOVEMBER

25, 1776.

I bave just time enougb to inform you that there is very
good intelligence that the enemy intend to make a pushlor
~hi{adelphia. We bear part of their force is embarked,
eIther to go up the Delaware and make their attacks on
both sidesat once, or else to amuse the Southern States, and
prevent their sendiQg any assistance to Philadelphia. We
have not force enough to oppose their march by land, We
look to New-Jersey and Pennsylvania for tbeir Militia, and
on their spirit depends the preservation of America. If in
this hour of .adversity they shrink frorn danger, they deserve
to be slaves Indeed. If the freedom that successwill ensure
us, if the misery that awaits our subjection, will not rouse
them, why let them sleep on till they wake in bondage.

COLONEL GUY JOHNSON TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN.

New-York, November 25,1776.

My LORD: The last letter I had tbe honour to address

to your L?rdsbip was of the 9th of August, giving an account
of my arrIval at Staten-Island, and of such particulars as I
had been able to obtain respecting Indian affi\irs. Since
which I have, by General Howe's orders, waited the event
of sucb OJ~litary ?perations as migbt enable me to proceed
to the Indwns with such presents and marks of the King's
bounty as are absolutely necessary at our interview; but

altbough the advanced season, when these operations com-
menc~d, tbough conducted wit.h mucb success and rapidity,
has hitherto prevented tbat wlsbed-for opportunity, I bave
the pleasure to assure your Lordship tbat the Indians bave
faitbfully observed the promises tbey made to me, rejected
all the proposals of the Rebels, and a considerable number
of tbem proceeded on service. And notwithstandinD" the
artifices practised by the Indians of the Oneida vilfao-es
influenced b~ their New-England missionary KirkZ:nd;
tbe enclosed I~tercepted letter,~ communic,atedto me by
Lord Howe, wIll show the fidelity of the Szx-Nations and
evince their attention to me. '

In my last interview witb your Lordship I took the liberty
to obser.ve that whatever measu,resbad b~en ~esolvedon by
tbe Indwns, were about that tIme carrym!T mto execution
and that I bad a confidence in the treatiesb made before m~
at Ontario with the Six-Nations and Hurons &c. of De-
troit, and with the rest in Canada, notwithstandino-they were

,so surrounde~ by dec~ivers possessed of tbe ba~k country,
that even thmr neutrality was an object of some importance.
But I hope they will appear in a much superiour light, and
tbat I shall ere long be enabled to collect such necessaries
as they want. To pave the way for their future operations
I have, wi~h t~e approbation of General Howe, lately de~
spat.ched.(m dIsgUIse),one of my officerswith Joseph the
lndwn cblef, (who. deslr~d tlllS service,) to get across tbe
country to the Szx-Natwns; and from their activity and
kn0:-vledgeof the way, I ?ave hopes of their getting tbrough
und1sc?vered, a~~ of their preparing the Indians to coope-
rat~ with our milItary movements; but the many difficulties
which retarded the Northern Army disappointed our hopes
of a junction until the hunting season now come on when
the Indians must necessarily provide winter stores f~r their

"From six Oneida Chiefs to General &huylei', dated May 22, l'i76.

families. This done, I think I can answer for them, from
my confidence in G('neral lIowe's enab!in!T me to !Yct what
is necessary for tbe Indians, as I hear that the arri~]es sent
out 1~5t ye~r are milch damaged and deficient; nor sbould I
n1£'ntlon tl1IS matter, but that it is an essential consideration
in afli\irs with India11s.

The Rebels on the frontiers of this Government have
taken uncommon pains to prevent the success of his M ajes-
ty's arms from coming to tbe ear of the Indians, and have
destroyed tbe effects of all tbe loyal party tbere. Mine have
been to~ally plundered and my negroes carried off; but I
am ~enslble ~hat this must be the fate of any man in office,
particularly m such a one as mine; and tberefore I little
regret it 50 long as I preserve your Lordship's favour and am
enabled to serve his Majesty with a zeal and loyalty dis-
pJeasing to his enemies.

I hope to be bonolll'ed with your Lordship's comm
on any occurring subject; and I am, wirh (Treat respect my
Lord, your Lordship's most devoted, humble servant, '

G. JOHNSON.

P. S. A gentleman of my acquaintance, who made his
escape {i'omSchenectady, is just arrived, and informs me that
about six weeks since a large belt came down to the Onei-
das and ltlohock3 from Niagara, from the Si,r;-Nations and
otbers, desiring to know the state of the Jatter, and tbat as
the whole Con~ederac~ bad acted during tbe campaign
agreeable to their pronnse to me, they wished to stren"tben
tbe hands of tbe Lower Nations, and desired their ar~end-
ance at a general meetinO" to concert further measures' and
tbat if they found themsel \'es obstructed by the Rebel~, the
Upper Nations would come down and open tbe road for
them. G. J.
The Right Honourable Lord George Germain.

EXTRACT OF A I,ETTER FROM AN ENGLISH OFFICER AT NEW-

YORK, DATED NOVEMBER 25, 1776.

. I ~eferyou to the publick ,ac,counts of our rapid SlJcc~sses
10 this part of tbe world. It ISJmpossible I can in this letter
follow tbe Army tbrougb its ,manc.eu~res: Fo:t Washing-
ton, and tbe grounds around It, fell WIth inconsiderable loss'
on our side, notwithstanding it had every ad\'antage of art
and natun~.

Colonel Cadwalader was second in command in this for-
tress. He is t~l~ :~n of a physician at Philadelphia, who
show~d some clVlhues to General Prescott wben prisoner;
of thIs the General made mention to Sir William llowe
who was pleased to order his immediate release wiillOu~
parole, or even injunctio? not to serve tbe Congl'e~s. This
was a handsome comp]lment to General Prescott and is
one of tbe number1ess instances of generosity that ~aJ'k the
cbaracter of our Commander-in-Chief.

Lord Cornwallis is carrying all before him in the Jerseys.
Two forts, of equal strength with Fort WashinfTton have
f~lIen into his bands; ten thousand stand of a~ms,' forty
pieces of cannon, several mortars, and stores innumerable
have tbe Rebels abandoned to us, retreatin!T most precipi:
tately toward Pltiladelphia.

b

In short it is impossible but that peace must soon be
the consequence of our success. An embarkation of seven
thousand men will be completed to-morrow: as to its desti-
nation no one c~n even form tbe, least conjecture, £<)1'tbe
utmost secrecy ISobserved. Whilst one supposes it is in.
tended against Rhode-Island, others with equal probability
say it is to sail up the bay of DelawaTl~, and second Lord
CornwalHs's attack on Philadelph£a. General Clinton has
the command of this enterprise. Lord Percy "oes second
and General Prescott tbird. b'

COLONEL HUNTINGTON TO GENERAL HEATH.
Camp Ramapaugh, November 25,1776.

HONOURED S~R:Every m~n, and I was going to say
every ~oman, wnhm a large cIrcle of this place who stand
for Whlg~, and: for aught, I kno\~, are really such, are con-
stantly dlstressmg me ":Itb theIr fears and apprebensions
from the enemy and Tones. They are confident tbe latter
bave so mucb knowledge of the country as to guide a body
of troops any where a1?o~lg, tbe, mountains. Their anxiety
has gone far towards IOtlmldatlOg some of my own troops.
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A considerable part of the inhabitants between this and the
enemy have been conversant with the enemy since they
came tOeHackensack, and have had meetings among them-
selves. I communicate what intelligence I get, for your
information, and not because it at all appears important to
your Honour's most obedient humble servant,

JED. HUNTINGTON.

General Heath.

26th.- Y OUl'order of yesterday came to hand last niuht at
two o'clock. Colonel Tyler marched at daybreak for~Top-
pon. I hear a large number of wagons are on the road
loadedwith flourfromTappan, coming this way. It is said
Bergen County is to raise a regiment to join the British
Army, and that one Buscart, or some such hard name, is
appointed Colonel, and that they have given a specimen of
their valour by shooting a Whig, one Zabriskie.

GENERAL SCOTT TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Haverstraw, November 25,1776.

SIR: Upo.n. some alarming accounts from Colonel Hay
of a probablhty that the enemy would attempt a landinu
from their shipping, and of the defenceless state of th~
country, as well as the danger that many well-wishers would
be reduced by fear to a submission, General Heath thou"ht
proper to send m.eover 'yith my brigade. Upon my arri~al
here I heard a dIstant firing, supposed to be at Acquaclmeck,
where I am assured our Army were determined to enuaoe
the ~nemy this day. I am told the firing began earl/ tl~is
mornmg. I hope to be able to communicate somethinll'
agreeable to you, which, if in my power, I shall not fail t~
do by express.

~he sole.~esign of this le!ter is most earnestly to request
the m~erposltionof Convention to prevent the disbanding of
my bl'lgade on S~nda!J next. I have sent an express to
General Heath wIth a request to send me two more regi-
ments and a fieldpiece 01'two. But what will that succour
avail if tl~eservice i~ to last only. till Sunday 7 , I hope my
request WI]( not be Imputed to mterested motives when I
assure y~u of my desire to serve my country one month
longer without pay. I flatter myself the officers will be
ashamed to refuse their service. If our Convention would
th~nk proper to furnish me with a bounty for tbe men, I
thmk I can hold them. You cannot think sir of what
infinite consequence it will be to this part of th~ country.
Without some proper support, if our troops below should
not succeed, the country below the mountains must submit
to the enemy. If my views can be seconded by Conven-
tion, and General Hea~h should ,c,o.mply with my requisition,
I flatter myself that, with the 1\1Jlllia of the County, numbers
of them I am sure wi]( join me if we countenance them by
so.me suitable support, I may fa]( in the rear of the enemy
wIth two thOl~sand men. You may easily judge that if
Gener~1 Washzngton keeps them well employed in front, the
expedient I.propose may be successful; at least if I can be
strengthened, I am determined to risk it, if I should fa]( in
the attempt. In shortl sir, our cunctandas have put me
out of patience.

.

Let me not forget to te]( you that thirty men were inlisted
last 8nnday into the enemy's service. And can you think
sir, that two thousand men marched southward from this'
would not check the growirig miscbief? Be pleased, sir:
to make my respectful compliments acceptable to Conven-
tion; assure them of my readiness to obey a]( their com-
mands; reward the expresses. I keep no accounts-with the
publicI<. Believe me to be, sir, with undissembled respect
and esteem, yours and the publick's devotedly,

IN. MORIN SCOTT.

To the President of the honourable Convention, State of
New-York.

GENERAL LEE TO JAMES BOWDOIN.

Camp at Phillipsburg, November ye 25th.

DEAR SIR : Would it not be prudent to order all the
Continental stores to a more centrical place than Boston 7
Worcester, for instance, I should think would be a conveni-
ent place. There is another reason for this measure: should
the enemy take it into their heads to send a fleet before
Boston, in the confusion, when every man is attentive to his

own affairs, the publick is tota](y neglected. The small-
arms should likewise be moved. For Heaven's sake, sir,
devise some means of furnishing us with blankets. Can no
method be found of putting a stop to the enormous and
impious extortion of the merchants on the soldiers?

I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant,
CHARLES LEE.

The Honolll'able James Bowdoin.

COLONEL HAY TQ GENERAL HEATH.

King's Ferry, November 25th, 1776,

DEARSIR: I have just now received intelligence that the
enemy landed last night from their ships a parcel of their
men at the place ca](ed Nyack, about ten miles from this
place. I must therefore request that you will be so good as
to send us over proper guards, or we who have been faithful
friends to our country must fall a sacrifice to a cruel and
unrelenting enemy. I will esteem it as a particular favour
if you will order the Captain of the Tow-ga](eyto receive
a few of my most valuable effects, and carry them to New-
Windsor, if we are obliged to move /i'om this place. A
number of the Tories from Ramapaugh have gone over to
the enemy, and have told persons that they meet on tbe road
that they intended to condu~t them up to Co]onelllunting-
ton, and surround him and his party. Pray excuse this
scrawl; and I am, in great haste, your most obedient, humble
servant, A H II.. AWKES AY.

To Major-General Heath.

COUNCIL OF WAR.

Peekski]], November 25th, 1776.

At a Council of War held at General Hea,th's quarters,
this day, report, Major-General Heath, Briuadier-General
George Clinton, Brigadier-General Scott.

0

A Letter from Colonel Hay being read, intimating that a
party of the enemy had landed at Nyack, and that a num-
ber of disaffected persons had gone over to the enemy,
declaring as they went that they would conduct the ene~y
to the pass in the mountain, and cut off our troops:

The Council are unanimously of opinion that General
Scott with his brigade shouldimmediatelyrepair to Haver-
straw, to cover the stores at that place, and to prevent the
advance of the enemy into the passes of the Highlands,
should they attempt it.

W. HEATH,
GEO. CLINTON,
JNO. MORIN SCOTT.

ORDER TO GENERAL SCOTT.

Peekskill, November 25th, 1776.

SIR: Upon receipt hereof you will immediately move
with your brigade over to IIaverstraw. You will post your
men in such manner as to cover the stores on that side of
the river and to prevent the advances of the enemy into the
passes of the Highlands, should they attempt.

I am, sir, YOUI'humble servant, ur Hn . EATH.

Brigadier-GeneralScott.

JOSEPH TRUMBULL TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 26th December.]

North-Castle, 25th November, 1776.

SIR~ I have this day drawn on you a set of bills for fifteen
hundred and fatty-nine dollars and two-thirds of a dollar
payable at four days' sight, the value of which I have re~
ceived in cash of General Morris, for use of the Army, and
hope the same will be paid and placed to mv account
accordingly. '

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
. Jos. TRUMBULL.

Honourable John Hancock, Esq.

COLONEL HAZEN TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read Dec. 9,1776. Referred to Committee on Northern Army.]
Albany, 25th November.

SIR: 01) receipt of the orde~ of Congress to recruit the
regiment I have the honour to command to its original
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establi;shment, and after having received a sum of money for
that purpose, in consultation with Lieutenant-Colonel Antill,
it was thought best that I should proceed from Philadelphia
to this place and Ticonderoga, and from thence down
through the Eastern States on the recruiting service, while
Colonel Antill was first to wait on General Washington,
and by his approbation appoint some recruiting officers in
bis army, and from thence make a tour through some of
the Southern States, which, notwithstanding we were rather
late in that service, left a fair prospect of success, at least
to those of our brother officers. But I was unhappy to
find on my arrival here a barrier thrown in the way of
my recruiting in the Eastern States, by their giving an addi-
tional encouragement to soldiers o\'er and above what I was
authorized by Congress to offer. I however delayed no
time proceeding, with General Schuyler's approbation, to
Ticonderoga, in hopes that by the appointment of some
officers there on the ground, and those wh:) could be well
recommended, I might stand an equal chance to recruit
out of the Southern regiments at that place. On my arrival
here I found myself again disappointed, as the commanding
officers of those regiments were averse to such a measure,
and would not consent to their soldiers inlisting into any
other corps, until regularly discharged, which Geneal Gates
did not think fit to overrule. I hope that some immediate
measures will be taken to put the Army of the United States
on an equal footing, which will not only leave me an oppor-
tunity of raising the regiment from the different States agree-
able to the resolve gf Congress, but will prevent in your
Army the greatest discontent, disorders, jealousies, and con-
fusion, from which the worst of evils can only be expected.
I hope Lieutenant-Colonel Antill will be successful in his
department; and should we be so fortunate as to recruit the
regiments under an the present disadvantages, I must take
this early opportunity of requesting the favour of Congress
that we may serve the ensuing campaign under the imme-
diate command of General Washington. I have many rea-
sons to back tbis application, not now necessary to trouble
Congress with.

Ha ving foretold the fate of our Northern army and fleet,
at least the lossof Canada and the fleet on Lake Champlain,
from the knowledge I have of the northern department, from
the fortune I have sacrificed by the active part I have taken,
and lastly from the rank I have in your Army, I will once
more venture to give my opinion of our situation in that
quarter, and the necessary precautions to be taken for its
defence. It has been wisely determined that we should
keep the superiority of a naval force on Lake Champlain,
and for that purpose a fleet at a great expense was provided.
It has been defeated, the losses great. The consequences
may be fatal; for if the war continues, and the enemy enabled
to carry it on with spirit, they will most probably make a bold
push from Canada, as they have now an open inlet to our
!rontiers in that part of the country. They have already a
formidable army of British troops and hirelings in Canada,
which most probably will be augmented early in the spring.
They may collect a large number of savages, who will be
the most useful troops to them-an inveterate enemy, and
might harm and distress, if not depopulate, the frontiers of
our Eastern States. They may imbody the Canadians,
who will not dare resist any order from military authority.
Therefore if we guard Ticonderoga only, the enemy may
early in the spring take possessionof Crown-PQint, encamp
a large army at that place, and by the assistance which
they may have from the Canadians, and without retarding
their other operations, repair that fortress in such a manner
as will render it next to improbable for us to dispossess them.
They will then have the entire command of Lake Cham-
plain, and serve as advantageous communications, leading
directly into the fromier of the New-England States. In
vain will you man your lines at. Ticonderoga, that American
grave, as that will guard a part of the frontiers of the State
of New- York on Crown-Point, is surrounded with ]arge
settlements, numerous are the inhabitants in a plentiful
country for provisions. From Crown-Point to Nitmber Four,
on the Connecticut river, is about eighty miles, an open road
and settled country. From the mouth of Onion river, on
Lake Champlain, to Cohaus on the Connecticut, is about the
same distance. An this country totally unguarded, of easy
access to the enemy, and it is too much to be feared many
of the inhabitants disaffected j at least they will be so if they

find themselves neglected. I am therefore clearly of opinion
that our frontiers in that quarter will never be secured, until
we are once more mastersof that lakej that Crown-Point
is far belter situated for the protection of om frontiers in
general than the post we have taken at Ticonderoga, and
that it is the proper barrier against Crmada. It was by the
ablest General and best engineers ever considered as such,
and built for that purpose. The old fortress may be easily
put into a good posture of defence, and by us at a little
expense; for until we are perfect masters of that navigation

- we must in the summer season keep up a large army of
observation in that quarter, who mTIYas well be employed
in raising necessary fortifications and preparing a naval force
as to lie idle. The enemy is now secure, guarded by their
naval force, which leaves them the advantage of carrying
on either an offensive or defensive war. If the former, a
reinforcement, as I before observed, will probably be sent
into this country, savages and Canadians assembled, and a
vigorous push made, which will require a large army of
observation in that quarter. If tbe latter, they may, unknown
to us, withdraw their troops from Canada, or the most
considerable part of the Army, and bring them to act in
some other part on the sea-coast, while your Army may be
waiting for them at Ticonderoga. I say this may be done
unkl)own to us, if we may judge by the intel1i&encewhich
we have received from Canada the last campaign. If we
can raise a fleet superioUl' to that of our enemy, and once
more make ourselves master of that water carriage, we shall
then have nothing to fear from that quarter; but, on the
contrary, turn the tables On Ollrenemies, and our Army at
that place may be small, and the enemy's large to watch
our motions, or otherwise Canada would not be secured to
them. If we should attempt to raise a fleet 'and fall short
of the superiority, yet the labour and expense may not be
lost, as naval armaments are a great protection to land forces,
in such an advantageous situation as Crown-Point. They
will there protect in a great measure the fortifications on the
land, being so many moving battalions, and the land batte-
ries will most effectually protect the Navy. They may act
in conjunction, defend and secure each other, if properly
conducted.

You will here see I lla~'e given my opinion of this impor-
tant matter, and have endeavoured to lay down some reasons
in support of it, simple as they are, naked and unadorned.
I can only say my motive is good, which I bope will atone
fOt,the liberty I have taken on this occasion. The whole
may be summed up in a few words, viz: Crown-Point is
the proper barrier against Canada. We ought to take
possession of that post and rebuild tbe fort. A respectable
army you must have in tbat quarter, a formidable fleet you
ought to have. A moment's time you have not to lose in
making the necessary preparations, or fatal may be the
consequences. I will only add, Crown-Point is ahealthy
climate; Ticonderoga a sickly one, a proof of which you
had the last campaign. This is a matter of consideration.

I have tbe honour to be, with the greatest respect, your
most obedient and most devoted bumble servant,

MOSES HAZEN.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq.
'

ALBANY COMMITTEE TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Albany Committee Chamber, November 28th, 1776.

DEARSIR: Frequent representations have been made to
the Board of the abuses committed on flam' by the manu-
facturers of it, in this County, and several other parts of the
State, not only in tbe quality but the weights thereof; in
the latter, so much, that barrels have been found deficient
a hundred weight. This being so intolerab]e an imposition
on the publick, that we are constrained to mention it to you,
and pray that some effectual means may be devised by the
Convention to prevent such practices for the future. We
beerleave, with great deference, to submit to you whether a
res~lve from your House, declaring that no flour shou]d be
purchased or sold in the State, under a certain penalty,
without having the brand of the manufactUrer thereof
marked on the barrel, would not, in some respects, obviate
the abuse.

On the late alarms to the northward, when the Militia of
this County were called forth, particularly from the district
of Saratoga, many of the inhabitants, from whom a con-
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tra.ry line of conduct was expected, deserted, and have
since joined the enea1Y at Crown-Point. Some of them
have left fami]ies in the greatest necessity and want, others
have left estates sufficient to maintain their own families and
more. The poor, we are apprehensive, must fall a burthen
to the district, unless provided for by the Convention. It
has been agitated in Committee whether the estates of all
should not be seized and disposed of, for the maintenance
of the whole indiscriminately. This we also beg leave to
mention to you, that the Convention may act therein as
they judge most expedient.

\Ve are, most respectfully, sir, your very humble servants.
By order:

J B C'l
.

OHN ARCLAY, Itmrman.

To the Convention of the State of New- York.

COLONEL WAYNE TO COLONEL HURD.

Ticonderoga, 25 November, 1776.

SIR: The enemy retreated from Crown-Point with their
whole force, about three weeks since. One or two regiments
of them are stationed at the Isle-au-Noix, one at St. Johns,
and one at Chamblee; the remainder are cantoned from
~Iontreal to Quebec.

A strong garrison remain here during the winter which
win be reinforced early in the spring. But I have no di-
rection respecting matters in your quarter. I shall write to
General Schuyler on tbe occasion. If you should be able
to gain any intelligence oCthe enemy's motions tbat would
affect this post, it cannot be too early conveyed to, sir, your
most obedient, humble servant,

ANT'y WAYNE, Col. Com't.
Colonel Hurd.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO JAMES BOWDOIN.

Hartford, November 25th, 1776.

SIR: In a letter from General Lee of the 21st instant,
he says,

"
I shall begin with my application immediately.

For Heaven's sake contrive to procure us blankets. Wl.ite
to .M.assachusetts if you have none yourselves." A large
quantity is wanted for the use of the Army. This State have
not a sufficiency for the supply of the men sent from it,
which necessitates us to apply to yours. If in your power
we trust you'll forward a quantity to the Army with the
utmost despatch and alacrity. Inform wbether some cannot
be supplied to furnish troops raised and ordered to march
immediately from this State.

Your speedy answer will much oblige your most obedient,
humble servant, J ' TON TH. RUMJJULL.
Hon. James Bowdoin.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO JAMES BOWDOIN.

Hartford, November 25th, 1776.

SIR: In answer to a resolve of your Assembly proposinO'
a convention of the several States respecting further emis~
sions of paper currency, and for supporting the credit thereof,
am desired by the Assembly of this State to advise that the
proposal would be very agreeable, and might have very
salutary effects; yet as we understand that the honourable
Continental Congress have taken the subject into consider-
ation with a purpose to act upon it, we are fearful lest a
convention as proposed at this time would give umbrage to
the other States, and cause some unhappy jealousies, which
might prove detrimental. We have already passed sundry
acts for the purpose of securing the credit of our currency,
by making the Continental bills and our own a tender in
all payments; also by stating and regulating the prices of
the necessaries and conveniences of life, and enforcing the
same, the rapid and exorbitant rise of which has a great
tendency to depreciate the currency; copies of which seve-
ral acts wiIJ, if desired, transmit you when leisure permits;
wherefore this State beg leave for the present to decline
the motion made.

I flm, with great truth and regard, sir, your obedient
humble servant,

J ON'TH. TRTJMJJULL.

To the President of the Council of the State of Massa-
chusetts-Bay.

IN COUNCIL, December 6th, 1776.-Read, and resoJved,
that the Committee appointed by this Court to confer with
such Committees as may be appointed by the General As-
semb]y of the States of Connecticut, New-Ilampshire, and
Rhode-Island, respecting further emission of Paper Cur-
rencr, also on the measures necessary for supporting the
credit of the same, be and hereby are directed to proceed
upon said conference, the foregoing letter notwithstanding.

Sent down for concurrence.
JOHN AVERY, Dp'y Sec'y.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, December 6,
1776.-Read, and non-concurred, and ordered that Mr.
Pitts and Judge Sargent, with such as tbe honourable
Board shall join, be a Committee to write to the State of
New-Hampshire and the State of Rhode-Mand, informing
them of the reasons the Committee of this State do not
proceed on that business.

Sent up for concurrence.
SAM'L FREE~IAN, Spk'r p. t.

IN COUNCIL, December 6, 1776.-Read, and the Board
reconsider their Resolve of tbis day, and concur with the
honourable House in vote, and Francis Dana, Esq., to be
joined on the part of the Board.

JOHN AVERY, Dp'y Sec'y.

New-Haven, November 27,1776.

Friday last, a flag-of-truce schooner arrived at New-
London, fi'om New- York, with a letter from Lord Howe
to Governour Trumbull, proposing an exchange of the Navy
prisoners, confined in this State, for an equal number of the
State's subjects, which are prisoners on board the English
fleet.'*'

LORD HOWE'S INSTRUCTIONS TO LIEUTENANT BARKER.

Eagle, off New-York, November 15, 1776.

Lieutenant Barker is to repair in the piJot tender, with a
flag of truce, to the port of New-London, in Connecticut
having charge to negotiate, on the part of Lord Howe, with
the principal inhabitants, or persons of the greatest authority
in that Colony, an exchange of prisoners, officers for officer;
in each class, and sailors for sailors, accordinO'to the enclosed
list of American prisoners now on board ~he fleet. Mr.
1VilliamHowland is permitted to attend Lieutenant Barker
in view to forward the proposed exchange by such mean~
as his knowledge of the country and principal inhabitants
shall suggest. Mr. Howland is permitted to land fromthe
tender, being by his parole engaged to return with Lieuten-
ant Barker, to receive the benefit of the general exchanO'e
if it take place, or otherwise to remain under the circu7n~
stances of restraint from which he is temporarily released
for the purpose before mentioned.

HOWE.
Lieutenant Barker.

J. HUNTINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

November 25, 1776.

'Ve, your Honour's Committee, appointed to consider of
the ap,plication lI!ade by Lord Howe, for exchange of pris-
oners In the Manne or Naval department, now report it as
our opinion, that such an application to this State is alto-
gether improper and inconsistent; and that the same ouO'ht

~o bave bee~ made to ~is Excellency Ge.ne.ral Washington
In the first Illstance, wIth whom a neO'otlatlon of this sort. .

0 ,
between h'J? and Lord Howe, has already been proposed;
and that 1118Honour the Governour be desired to advise
General Washington of this singular application, and of the
opinion of this Assembly thereon; and that he also signify
to Lord Howe, or the commander of the £laO',throuO'h whom
the application was made, as he shall judO'e pr~per, the
impropriety of said application to this State: assiO'ninO' the
pendency of the negotiation aforesaid.

0 0

Signed per order: J. HUNTINGTON.

"[t appears, by a letter dated New-London, November 22<1 1776 fmm
Jedediah Elderkin and .,v'athaniel TVales, Jr., to Governour ~umbuli that
upon the 22d day aforesaid, about one o'clock, a small schooner ~ith a
fla~ appeared in New-London harbour, whick g-reatly surprised the
citizens. She came within about one mile of Fort Trumbull lay to
and lowered sails, with her flag up. A whale-boat was sent to he;
with armed men, to go on board of her, and soon returned with Captain
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WILLIAM FRANKLIN TO MRS. FRANKLIN.

Middleton, November 25,1776.

My DEARESTLIFE: I had last Saturday the happiness
of receivingyour dear long letter of the 5th and 6th instant.
The one dated the 16th of September, (which I had given
up as lost,) got safe to hand a few days before. But I ha\'e
not yet been so lucky as to receive that which you mention
to have wrote on the S20thof October. Perhaps it may find
its way here some weeks hence. Since the new regulations
in the post office, never was there greater confusion in the
management of any business. I wrote a few lines to you
by Mr. A. O. about a fortnight ago, just to let you know
that I was well. I am much concerned that that fellow F.
should report I had been extremely ill, as 1 know the uneas-
iness it must bave occasioned you. I had only a slight
cold attended with a little fever, which went off in a few
days.

If the old gentleman has taken the boy with him, I hope
it is only to put him in some foreign university, which he
seemed anxious to do when he spoke to me last about his
education. As the Cobhams are all'eady sent to PoweU's,
I would not have them removed. Had I known D. had
solicited the matter you mention, I should not have desired
you to send him any money; but I suppose it is now too late
to stop it.

You have been lucky in your jockeyship. I am sorry,
however, for the poor gentleman's loss, which I much won-
der at, as Whitefoot always appeared as sound a horse as
any I had.

I wishMr. Mercer had continued in Amboy, as his polite
attention to you must have greatly lessened the distresses of
your present situation. ,

I hope your fears about poor Mr. Bonnel are groundless.
I shall be extremely concerned if he does not recover from
his present indisposition. Remember me kindly to him and
bis wife.

It gives me pleasure to hear that Mrs. Burnet is in Am-

Howland. Several gentlemen from Groton and New-London, with Messrs.
Elderkinand Wales, examined Captain Howland. He informed them that
on the 1st day of November, 1776, he sailed from Bedford, in Nassachusetts,
for Surinam, loaded with horses, candles, &c., and was taken soon
after he sailed and carried to New- York, where himse]f and his men
were put on board of a ship which had one hundred and forty prisoners
on board, in one berth between decks, on two-thirds a11owance, where
the prisoners were very sickly, and many of them died. And that he
used his influence to procure the fllll> of truce to go to Connecticut to
endeavour to effect an exchange of prIsoners; that he left New- YO/'k the
Monday previo

.

us, and that the news of taking Fort Washington arrived
in New- York on the day before; and he saw the prisoners come in, about
three thousand seven hundred men, and stated that the garrison surren-
dered at the moment the enemy were about to take it by storm. Cap-
tain Howland had with him a copy of his parole.

Another boat went to the flag from the fort and brought a letter for
the Governour of CQnnecticut. Several gentlemen were sent on board,
directed to request Lieutenant Barker for a copy of his instructions from
Lord Howe, wbicb he readily gave, and :politely remarked that be was
distressed for the prisoners, that they were in want of clothing and mucb
interested for an exchange. Lieutenant Bm'ker had a list of all the pris-
oners, and offered to give a copy, but stated that he came for the pris-
oners in the naval department alone. They queried the Lieutenant why
application had nQt been made to General WashinJfton for the exchange.
Re replied tbat they did not know where to find ueneral Washi11gton, as
he changed bis 10catiQn SO often.

Messrs. Elderkin and Wales stated that they had been informed in
New-London, that a numbe)' of sea captains and other officers, who had
been taken on board merchantmen and private ships of war, who were
brought intQ Providence and places adjacent, by armed vessels, about
sixty in number, had purchased a vessel at Providence, fQr tbe purpQse
of returning to Europe, some Qf whom were frQm New-London, and were
BOOnto'sail. On the arrival of the flag at New-London, Mr_ Elderkin,
&c., immediately informed GovernQur Cooke, of Rhode-Island, of the con-
dition of our prisoners, and sent to him copies of Lieutenant Barker's
orders, Howland's parole, &c., and intimated to him the propriety of
stopping the offieers (who had been ta.ken prisoners) from saihng; that
Captain HOlOlllnd WIJ,Sat New-London, who was not permitted to view
the forts, &e., or going to Har(ford, as he was a stranger. The flag with
Lieutenant Barker and the men, &c., were kept under guard, to wait
and 1earn the pleMtlre of Governour Trumbull upon the subject,

The General Assembly appointed Colonel Erastus Wolcott and Cap-
tain John Deshon to ad vise and,determine on the expediency of en tering in te
anynegotiatiQU with Lieutenant Barke,' on the exchange of prisoners in
the marine department, with power, if they should judge best, to inquire
after and obtain such marine prisoners as they should be enabled; and
to agree on time, place, and manner of exchange, and to treat with said
Barker as they shol!ld think prudent and best.

Lieutenant B(lrker, at the tIme he first sent Captain Howland on his
parole on shore, sent by him a letter, dated Pilot Tender, New-London,
November 22d, 1776, directed to the Governour, or principal inhabitants
of New-London; in which he stated, that he was empowered by Lord
Howe to negotiate respeeting the exchange of prisoners on bQard the
fleet at New- York, and requested an interview; and stated that he sent
him on his pllrole for three days, to accelerate the exchange. By Cap-
tain Howland's parole, it appeared he was authorized to negotiate for
exchanges of prisoners, either in Coimecticut or Rhode-Island, on board
the fleet, for an ell.ual number of British prisoners, officers for offieers in
each class, and srolQrs for saiiors.-IIinman.

boy,as she willhelp to enliyenyour little.soci~ty. My best
re'uards to her and to Mr. S. and the-ladles wltb you. Let
M~s. A. know that I received her message in yours of Sep-
tember16, and that I nowdesire my particularcompliments
to her. Keep up your spirits, my dearest life, and assure
yourself of the unalterable affection of your ever faithful
husband, .

W. FRANKLIN.
P. S. Thomassendshisdllty to you, and love to Kitty

and the servants. You need make no apology about pen
or paper. The fault, however, if any, i" not so much in the
first as in the latter. Write if you choose it on the folio gilt
paper which I used for my despatches. But YoUl'letters are
all as fair and legible as I could wish.

GOVERNOUR COOKE TO MASSA.CHUSETTS ASSEMBLY.

Providenee, November 25th, 1776.

GENTLE~IEN:The enclosed resolutions of Congress were
transmitted to me by General Lee, with a request tbat I
would immediately fi)l'ward them to you. I accordingly send
them by express, and beg leave toassure tb~t I am, with
great respect, your Honours' mostobedientand most hum-
ble servant, N .' CICH S OOKE.

Tbe honourabJe the General Court of ~Iassachusetts-Bay.

IN CONGRESS, November 7tb, 1776.-Resolved, That
the Reso]ntion passed the 14th of October last, "that the
allowance to Officers of one and one-third Dollar for inlist-
iug Soldiers be not extended or given on the reinlistment 01
the Soldiers in camp," be repealed.

November 12th, 1776.-Resolved, (as the opinion of this
Congress,) That if the Soldiers to be raised by the State of
]}lassachusetts-Bay he inlisted on the terms offered to them,
which are more advantageous than what are offered to other
Soldiers serving in the same Army, it would much retard, if
nct wholly impede, the inlistment of the latter, and produce
discontent and murmur, unless Congress should equally
increase the pay of these, which it is the opinion of this
Congress would universally be reprobated as an immoderate
expense, and complained of as a grievous burtben by those
who must bear it, and therefore that the Committee from
the State of ~fassachusetts-Bay be desired not to inlist their
men on the additional pay offered by the Assembly of that
State.

Upon reconsidering the Resolution of the 16th Septem-
ber last, for raising eighty-eight Battalions to serve during
the present war with Great Britain, Congress being of
opinion that the readiness of the inhabitants of the States
to enter into the service for limited times, in defence of their
invaluable privileges, on all furmer occasions, gives good
ground to hope the same zeal for the publick good will
appear in future when necessity calls for their assistance;
and the uncertain length of time which forces raised durino-
the continuance of the war may be compelled to serve~
may pre\'ent many fl"Om inlisting who would otherwise
readily manifest their attachment to the common cause by
engaging for a limited iime :

Therefore Resolved, That aU Non-commissioned Officers
and Soldiers who do not incline to engage tbeir services
during the continuance of the present war, and shall inlist
to serve three years unless sooner discharged by Congress,
shall be entitled to and receive all such bounty and pay as
are allowed to those who inlist during the continuance of the
present war, except the one hundred acres of land, which is
to be granted to those only who inlist without limitation of
time.

And each Recruiting Officer is required to provide two
distinct inlisting rolls, one for such to sign who inlist during
the continuance of the war, and the otber for such as inlist
for three years, if their service shall be so long required.

By order of the Congress:
JOHN HANCOCK, President.

CO~iMODORE HOPKINS TO THE MARINE COMMITTEE.

Newport, November 25th, 1776.

G£NTLEMEN: I received yours of October S23d, and

bave ordered the Cabot round from Boston. The Hamden
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is nearly fitted. The new ships' and the Columbus are
ready, but not yet fully manned. If they are not manned
when tbe Cabot arrives, I believe I shall take tbe officers
and men out of the Columbus, and attempt to put your
orders in execution with all the despatcb in my power.
Captain Falconer, by whom this comes, will be able to in-
form you more fully in respect to our circumstances.

Enclosed you have a copy of Captain Jones's letters, which
I received last evening by Mr. Walter Spooner, tbe master
of the Alfred, who arrived yesterday at Bedford, in tbe
Active, prize. I hope the sbip with tbe clothing may arrive
safe, as that will be of great advantage to the States, by
supplying the Army. Mr. ~}JOoner informs that the ship
has some quantity of arms, and says he heard the Captain
say her cargo was worth sixty thousand pounds sterling. I
think it win be necessary for you to send orders for the
Alfred, Providence, and Columbus, if she should be left
behind, directing them how to be employed. It may be best
to direct them to the care of my brother, to forward them
to wbatever port they may come into. I hope you will
give some directions in respect to supplying the sailors out
of the prize goods, as tbey will not be able tq do duty well
in tbe winter without, and it is with difficulty we are able
to supply thcm with any.

I have not been able to find a small vessel fit for a tender,
and think of making use of the Hamden for that purpose.

I am, with great regard, gentlemen, your most humble
servant, ESEK HOPKINS.

To John Hancock, Esq., President of the Marine Committee,
at Philadelphia.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO LEONARD JARVIS.

Newport, November 25th, 1776.

SIR: I received yours by MI'. Spooner, and am to in-
form you tbat it will be for the publick good and agreeable
to the orders of the ]}larine Committee, that you keep all
the clothing-, and other things that are fit for th~ use of the
Army or Navy, until you rec~iv~ flfrther orders. The an-
chors, cord, and, indeed, every thing that will be wanted by
the publick, should not be sold.

You will please to send me, as soon as possible, a copy
of the invoice of the brigantine Active's cargo, as there may
be some things tbat are very much wanted by th~ fleet
now neal" ready to sail. In behalf of the officers and people
of the Navy, I now desire you to take care of their part of
the several prizes under your care until we send for the
same.

I am, with esteem, sir, your humble servant,
ESEK HOPKINS.

.To Mr. Leonard Jarvis, Dep'y Agent for the Continental
fleet at Dartmouth.

the defence of this island, and ordered an the independent
companies to march in, to continue tiJl tbose men are
embodied.

NOAH aooD~IAN TO JAMES BOWDOIN.

Boston, November 251h, 1776.

The Secretary has just acquainted me that I was some
days since appointed by the General Court a Major in.one
of the regiments to be raised in the Continental Army. I
am much obliged to the Court for the honour they have
done me in this appointment; but such is my other engage-
ments, that I cannot possibly accept tbe appointment.

I am, sir, with great esteem, your humble servant,
NOAH GOODMAN.

JOSEPH GREENLEAF TO JAMES WARREN.

Boston, November 25th, 1776.

SIR: I have ventured to stop a number of biJls of credit
which had been altered and offered for larger sums than
their real value; but as they are neither counterfeit, nor
uttered knowing them to be such, the possessors, notwith-
standing their innocence, are sufferers, by being deprived of
the real value of their bills, and myself made liable to an
action for depriving them of tbeir property, which I have
presumed to do, to prevent furtber frauds. If you would
propose to the honourable House a resolve indemnifying
the magistrate in such conduct as above-mentioned, order-
ing him to stop alJ such bills, and to deliver them to the
Treasurer of the State, that persons who shall inadvertently
take such bilb may receive from him the real worth of the
bills, I imagine it would be productive of much good.
The bills thus received by the Treasurer <if this State's
biJls) might be destroyed, the Continental and bills of other
States, no doubt, they would redeem upon the same terms,
if applied to by your honourable House.

I am, sir, your humble servant,
Jos. GREENLEAF.

JOSIAH BARTLETT TO WILLIAM WHIPPLE.

Kingstown, November 25th, 1776.

My DEARSIR: I arrived here on th~ 9th instant, after
a very agreeable journey, and better in health than when I
left you, and am now (Dei gratia) in a comfonable state
of health; as I hope this will find you and your worthy col-
league. As to news of the movements of the armiesat
New- York, they are so various and contradictory that I
hardly know any thing that is to be depended on since I left
you. However, I think it cannot be long before tbe cam-
paign must be closed and the armies retire to wintet. quar-
ters. The report of the day is, that the British Army has
crossed over Hudson's river into the Jerseys, but whether

Newport,November25,1776. true or not is very uncertain here. By accounts from the
Thursday a schooner frorn France went up the bay; Northern Army, it appears that General Carleton and his

she bt'inO"sadI'ice that a declaration of war was expected army are returned into Canada, and so there is an end of
every m~ment; also that there were very great confusions the campaign there. Major Cilley is come with a request
in Ireland; that the British Court were about sending from General Gates that the regiment stationed at Ports-
some foreign troops to that island, which increased the mouth may be sent to him, and Colonel Poor's regiment,
uneasiness of the people; that there was the greatest who have undergone the fatigue of the campaign, be sent
preparations in France fot'war ever known; and that the home to recruit; but, as the officers are not commissioned,
British Ministry bad applied to the Court of France for and there is no order of Congress, or of General Washing-
leave to march a body of Russians through that kilJgdom ton, fortheir removal, I know not what will be done about it.
to embark them in the ]}lediterranean, for America, but The mcn ~eem very loth to be sent to the. northward, as
were absolute]y forbidden. there are very grievous complaints of the soldiers suffering

Last evening arrived in town MI'. Spooner, late Lieu- not only by sickness and atotal want of medicines, but for
tenant of the Alfred, and informs that he arrived at an provisions and clothing, and that by the exorbitant prices
Eastern port, in a brig of which he was prize-master, taken of the necessaries sold by tbe sutlers, they have been obliged
by the ship Alfred and the sloop Providence, having on to expend tbe whole of their wages to prevent them from
board a cargo of stores, cloths, &c., to the amount of six starving. I really fear we shall be unable to procure an
tbousand pounds sterling, at prime cost, mounting six car- army for that department, unless effectual care is taken to
riage-guns, and bound to New- York; also that tbe Alfred bave them better supplied, and cheaper than they have been
and Providence had taken a very valuable ship, mounting the year past. I really think an inquiry ought to be made
sixteen carriage-guns, having on board forty seame-n and how it happened that tbe sick soldiers could not have any
passengers, and thirty recruits for the British Army, who, medicine from the physicians, of any kind, when I know
it is not doubted, are arrived in port by this time. large quantities have been sent tbere. And I could wish

We hear the honourable General Assembly of this State, such persons were appointed to supply the Army as sutlers
who met at East-Greenwich last Thursday, have voted one with things at tbe prime cost, and any necessary expense
thousand more men, to be raised as soon as possible, for of dealing them o4,t, and be paid by the pub]ick.
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The Convention of New-York have sent our State a
present of above two hundred Tories, to be taken. care of
by us; some of them to be confined in close jail, others
confined to certain lirnits on their parole.
. The extravagant rise of things, especially merchants'

goods, has raised a great clamour in the country, and has
given a handle to some restless persons in the County of
Ilillsborough to call a convention of the Committees of the
several towns, to meet at Dracut, the 26th instant, to re-
dress this and some other grievances. I am informed they
have had one meeting, and have now sent to the greatest
part of the towns in the State, and to a great number in the
.Massachusetts, and expect a very grand meeting. What
will be the consequence I know not; but am much afraid
of some bad effects, and am very sorry that the infamous
conduct of some traders, who pretend to be great Sons of
Liberty, should give any just grounds of complaint to the
people.

1 bope soon to receive a letter from you, and hope YOIl
will inform me of every interesting particular that you are
at liberty to communicate,both foreign and domestick. I
suppose the Reprisal has sailed; and I hope got clear off
the coast, Has Pennsylvania settled Government, and
how? Has 1lIaryland formed a Constitution? I am very
anxious to know how things go on. Here all is doubt and
uncertaimy.

Please to give my best ,'egards to Colonel Thornton and
his lady, who, I hope, are safe arrived and well. Remember
me to Miss Susy, Captain Dean, Mr. Boyle, &c.

I am, widl great esteem, your affectionate friend and
bumble servant, JOSIAHBARTLETT.

SILAS lYE ARE TO T'HESECRET COM~nTTEE.

Pal'is, 26th November, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:I send you enclosed an open letter for his
Excellency Mr. Hancock, which, after perusing, please to
seal and deliver. This will save me the saying the same
things in this letter respecting the bearer, Mr, Rogers, who
will give you good information; and I have only to ask your
patl'Onage and introduction of him, as a young gentleman
deserving the same, and who has ever interested himself in
the canse of his country, with zeal and firmness, and wiB,I
trust, be of eminent service, as he advances in years and
experience. He has assiduously studied the theory of war
since I have been here, is ingenious at drawing and desiO'n-
mg, and un.derstanding something of the French language,
will prove, I am confident, a valuable acquisition.

I have the honour to be, &c., S DILAS EANE.

SILAS DEANE TO THE SECRET COMMITTEE.

Paris, 26th November, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:This serves only to enclose and explain
the within state of the commerce of Leghorn, which was
given me by the Envoy of the Grand Duke of Tuscany,
a gentleman of universal knowledge and a warm friend to
America, and, indeed, to all mankind. I have the honour
of his acquaintance in an intimate degree, and havinO'com-
municated to him a memoir, setting forth the pa;ticu]ar
state of tbe commerce of America, with the history of its
rise and incre.ase, and .its present importance, it being copy
of what I dehvered this Court, he marked the articles in
demand in general, and those in particular as you will see
in the enclosed, after which he enumerated their articles for
exportation, which, in my turn, I mark and observed upon
8S before you, I have only to add, the Grand Duke has
taken off aJJ duties on the American commerce to give it
encouragement., This, indeed, is done rather privately to
prevent complam~sof ot~e~ powers of seeming partiality;
when I add to tIm, that It]S agreed on all hands, ships of
war may be purchaged at Leghorn ready fitted for sea
cheaper than in any other port in Europe, I think a O'ood
acquaintanceought to be cultivatedwith this State.

0

I have the honour to be, &c.,
SILAS DEANE.

JOHN ARCHER TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Harford County, November 26th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN; As I understand some 9f the gondolas are

nearly ready, for which your honol1l'ableBoard has the
appointment of officers, I would therefore beg leave to re-
mind you of two gentlemen who have been recommended
to you by sundry persons who are well acquainted with
them. Their names are Captain Bennett Matthew$ and
John Stevenson, of Harford County. Captain Mathews is
well acquainted with the sea, and is a gentleman of integrity
and attachment to the American cause, He applies for a
Captain's commission. J{).hnStevensonis a worthy deserving
young man, as well acquainted with military discipline as
most young men in our country. He applies for a First
Lieutenancy; and should your Honours think proper to
appoint him, he would be desirous of serving under Captain
Mathews. They are both nativesof this Province.

I am, gentlemen, with great respect, your Vel'yhumble
servant, JOHNARCHER.

The hononrable Council of Safe.ty in Annapolis.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.
Phi]adelphiil, November 26th, 1776.

SIR: In consequence of your despatches by General ZJfif-
flin, who arrived here on Sunday evening, the Congress
the next day carne to the enclosed resolves, which. I do
myself the honour of forwarding, i!J obedience to their
commands. They will inform you of the steps taken to
reinforce your Army at this juncture.

The urgency of affairs wiIJ, I trust, induce the Militia to
exert themselves in a proper mannel' on this occasion', as it
is extremely evident that nothing but such an exertion will
be effectual in our present situation.

The Congress have ordered General Mifflin to stay in
this city until you shall require his attendance at Head-
Quarters, being wen convinced that his influence, which is
very considerable over the Associators of this place, wi!! be
employed to spirit them on to the most vigorous measures,

I have the honour to be, with every sentiment of esteem
and respect, sir, your most obedient and very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK,President.

His Ex.cellency General Washington.

GENERAL MIFFLIN TO GENERAL WASIUNGTON.
Philadelphia, November 26,1776-9 o'clock, A. M.

l\b DEAR GENE.\lAL: At ten o'clock last evening I re-
ceived your letter of the Q4th instant, and will make proper
applications of your Excellency's sentiments on tbe probable
movements of the enemy.

I ca~e into this town at eig?t o'clock Sunday evening,
and walled on Mr. Hancock with your letter immediately
after my arrival. Yesterday morning I was admitted to
Congress, in general committee, and went as far in my rela-
tion of the. \yretc~led ~ppointments of the Army, the danger
ous and cntlcal sItuationof the Jerseys and Pennsylvania,
and the necessity of immediate vigorous exertions to oppose
MI'. Howe, as their sensibility and my own delicacy would
justify. After some debate, a requisition was made to the
Assembly now sitting, and Council of Safety of Pennsyl-
vania, of their whole Militia; and resolutions formed for the
purpose of establishing wholesome and necessary recrulations
for this and the next campaign.

0

I received orders /i'om Congress to remain in this town
until your Excellency judged it necessary for me to join the
Army. Those orders were in consequence of the divided
and lethargic state of my countrymen, who appeared to be
slumbering under the shade of peace, and in the ful1 enjoy-
ment of the sweets of commerce.

In t~1eafternoon I waited on the Committee of Safety,
and wIth much success addressed their passions. The
Assembly are to meet this morning. Theil' lesson is pre-
pared by the Committee of Safety and some of their leading
members, who say matters wi]) now go on well.

It is proposed to ca]) on every man in the State to turn
out. Such as refuseare to be fined five poundspermonth,
the fines to be distributed among those who inlist.

To-morrow the city Militia is to be reviewed. If they
appear in such numbers as we expect, 1 am to give them a
talk well seasoned. The German battalion move from
hence to-morrow. Three regiments from Delaware and
Maryland are to follow them to Brunswick as soon as pos-
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sible, by which I fear the shores of Delaware at and near
.J.Vew-Castle \~ill be much exposed, provided .Mr. Howe
attempts to disembark in this river.

Your Excellency's opinion on the designs of the enemy,
am;l the best means to oppose them should they divert
your attention in Jersey and attempt an impression on this
State by means of their ships, will be necessary from time
to time. The Light-Horse of the State of Virginia are
ordered to join your Excellency's Army. The principal
military stores are to be removed from hence. Five hun-
dred thousand musket-cartridges will be sent to Brunswick.

A prize ship carne in yesterday. She had on board,
when taken by a Congress packet, twenty thousand hard
dollars, nine thousand of which were lost by an attempt to
heave them on board the packet at sea.

I have ordered one thousand wagons to be collected, if
possible, near this city, to remove, when occasion requires,
the most essential artic1es belonging to the publick.

I sent Colonel Harrison's letter to him last evening.
Mrs. w.'s letter is in the post office, and will be forwarded

by post at eleven o'clock this day.
I am, my dear General, with much attachment, your

obe.dient servant, THOMAS MIFFLIN.
His Excellency General Washington, at or near Newark,

West-.fersey.
The CQuncil of Safety, I am just informed, open the

campaign this day by moving the principal Tories in and
near the city.

SAMUEL CIJASE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Pbiladelphia, November 26th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:In my last I expressed some hopes of pre-
vai1ingon Congressto give our State some satisfaction as to
the back lands, and the mode by which the proportion of the
expenses of the War was to be paid by each State. In this
expectation I was delayed and disappointed for two days,
by Mr. Jenifer's mentioning that our Commissioners had
your orders to proceed. By an obstinate perseverance the
enclosed resoJutiol1wasobtainedlastSaturday; on Sunday
afternoon our Commissioners left this city. On yesterday
the Commissioners from Congress, of which Mr. Paca is one,
also set off for the camp. Much depends on their success.

The reduction of Port Washington and easy possession
obtained of Fort Lee, has greatly encouraged General Howe,
and probably induced him t~ carryon the campaig~ much
longer than he would otherwIse have done. There ISgreat
rea~on to believe that his views extended to this city. On
Saturday evening General MijJlin arrived in this city.

. Our Army under the c~mrnand of General fVasltington,
III the Jerseys, are about SIX thousand, of which the service
of about fifteen hundred expires on Sunday next. General
Lee has about eleven thousand effectives on the west side
of North River, of which the il11istment of about three
thousand expires on the same day. The enemy have about
twenty-one thousand effectives. They can spare about
sixteen thousand, and have a sufficient garrison to maintain
New- York. General Howe has six tbousand in the Jerseys
opposite to Newark. In this State it is proposed to call ou~
all the Militia of four Counties and this city, immediately,
for six weeks. Chester, Bucks, Northampton, and Phila-
delphia Counties, are the nearest to the Jerseys; and it is
also propose.d to call out a company of volunteers from each
battalion in this State, to enroll till 10th lUarch next. The
preservation of this State and the Jerseys, and in great
measure the common safety,will depend on the successof
this requisition.

New-Jersey is also called on for aid, and Delaware is
solicited; and if our State could afford any assistance in time
an application would also be made to her. '

If th~ pre.sent cloud shoul~ be happily dispersed, the
new levies wIll be the first object of your attention. We
can neither prosecute the war nor obtain honourable terms
of peace without an army. The inlistment will be only for
three years, on the bounty of twenty dolJars, and tbe usual
clothing, or. the twenty dollars in lieu thereof, by the re-
solves of Congress. I am informed tbat tbe recruitinrr offi-
cers are entitled to ten shillings for each man inlisted and
passe.d,and. ten shillingsper week for provisions,till the
recruits alTlve at some place where they can be furnished
by the Continental Commissaries.

We have certain intelligence that a number of ships of
the smallest draught'of water, sufficient to carry ten thousand
troops, are now lying ready in the North River, with fas-
cines on their sides. The destination of this fleet is uncertain;
some conjecture to land a body of troops at South-Amboy,
which is very probable, if tbis city is the object witb Mr.
Howe; others guess Virginia or South- Carolina. The
latter is the most suspicious, because if they succeed against
Charlestown they can pass the winter there. A few days
will relieve us frorp conjecture.

I submit to you the propriety of ordering the Artillery
companies at Baltimore town and Annapolis be exercised
daily, if the weather will permit; and at least three times a
week. Practice alone can make artillerists. In our Army
we destroy as many of our own troops as the enemy.

Your letter of the 2d I received by yesterday's post. We
have paid for the paper. There are not four hUl1dreddoliars
in Mr. Paca's hands. Would it not be proper to tran;;mit
the account to Congress, or by some means lodge money
here to exchange our money?

I delivered the resolves relative to Virginia to the Dele-
gates of tbat State. .

I am, gentlemen, with respect, your obedient servant,
SAM'L CHASE.

To the honourable Council of Safety of Maryland, Annap-
Qlis.

PhiJadelphia, November 26, 1776.

Yesterday the ship Sam, lately commanded by Samuel
Richardson, was sent into this port. She was taken on her
passage. from Barbadoes to Liverpool, by the Continental
sloop Independence, Captain Young, was mounted with four
guns, and had On board twenty thousand dollars, two tons
and a half of ivory, one hundred bars of iron, &c.

Port Lee having been evacuated by our troops, and the
stores removed to a place of security, part of the British
Army we heal' took possessionof it last Thursday. -

We hear that part of General Howe's i\rmy has ad-
vanced a few miles into the State of New-Jersey,.and that
he is preparing with the remaining body of his troops to
effect a landing in that State. General Washington is busy
preparing to receive them, and if properly reinforced with
the Militia of New-Jersey and the neighbouring States, we
hope will be able to check their progress. We also hear
that General Lee is a~vancing to join General Washington
with a reinforcement from the Continental Army in the
State of New-York.

The honourable Congress have promoted M. de Roche
de Permoy, a brave and experienced officer, and formerly a
Colonel in the Prench service, to the rank of Ii Brigadier-
General.

On PVednesday one hundred sail of vessels left Sandy-
lIook, and put to sea, but whether they have troops on
board is uncertain. Various are the conjectures of their
destination, but the prevailing opinion is that they are
empty transports, and are bound to Ireland for provisions
for the British troops.

LANCASTER (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE.

At a meeting of the Committee of Observation, Inspec-
tion and Correspondence, at the house of Adam Reigart,
the ;26th November, 1776: Present, Wm. Atlee, Lodwick
Lowman, John Miller, Henry Dehujf, Christopher Craw-
ford, Jacob King, ~Michael Musser, Wm. Bowsman, A.
Reigart, George Moore, ltlathias Slough. William Atlee
in the chair.

Mr. Geo. lJloorc,Mr. William Bowsman, and Mr. Casper
Shaffner, are appointed a Committee to settle the Account3
of the Bricklayers employed in building the addition to the
Barracks, and make report to this Committee. They are
also to report to the Committee the quantity of bricks
delivered by Peter Albright and Lewis Peters and GeorO'B
Lindeberger, to the Barracks for those buildings.

Q

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER,
Newark, November 26th, 1776-3 o'clock, P. M.

SIR: By command of his Excellency I have the honour

to transmit you the enclosed resolves of Congress, tbe
.
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original of which this minute came to hand; and I am
to request you, in his name, to have the purport of it com-
plied with, by sending down witb all possible expedition the
whole of the troops belonging to the States of Pennsylva-
nia and Jersey, which are in the Northern Department, to
join the Army under his immediate command. You will
please to order them to fall in on the communication leading
from New- York to Philadelphia, at Brunswick, or between
that and Princeton, and to direct their march by a back and
secure route, that it may not be liable to be intercepted by
the enemy. I have mentionedBrunswick, supposing and
hoping tbat we shall be able to make a stand there, if not
before. However, his ExcelJency begs you wi!l direct the
commanding officers of those t!'Oops to send him frequent
expresses to advise of their approaches, by which means
their destination may be explicitly pointed out; at present it
is conjectural. It must depend on circumstances.

I have not time to add ml)cn; therefore shall only inform
you that the enemy are in possession of Hackensack, and are
now pushing this way. From report they are this side
tbe Passaic. Their number is not ascertained, but it is
supposed considerable. Tbey were marching in four beavy
columns yesterday evening.

I have the honour,&c., R. H. HARRISON.
To Major-General Schuyler, Northern Department.

P. 5. Tbe officers must inquire the situation of our Army
and tbat of tbe enemy fi'om time to time, and regulate tbeir
movements accordingly, and in such a manner as not to run
the most distant shadow of risk in falJing in with the latter.

GOVERNOUR TItYON TO LORD GEOItGE GERMAIN.

New-York, 26th November, 1776.

My LORD: I have been honoured with your Lordship's
despatches No.5 and 6, with their enclosures. The dupli-
cates were delivered by Mr. Kemble; to all whicb I shall
pay due regard.

I have communicated to the principal inhabitants of
Staten-Island, by an extract fi'om your Lordship's des-
patcb, bis Majesty's approbation of the loyal and affec-
tionate conduct of the people of that island, and his most
gracious assurances of paternal regard for, and constant
protection of, tbem ; but as tbat island, from the present ope-
rations of the war, is not in a state of absolute security,
and has withit1 these few weeks been visited by some
parties of the R~bels, I have not thought it prudent in the
present moment, to make a publick declaration of the Royal
disposition in tbeir favour.

As the Militia law is in force I am getting proper lists of
officers, as also of Magistrates, that tbe civil government
may have its full operation as soon as it is judged proper to
reestablish it with all its powers.

Mr. White, one of his Majesty's Council, arrived here
with the last division of the Hessl~ans,and is very useful to
me from his influence among the citizens, in such regulations
of police as are left. me in my restricted sphere of execu-
tive power, arising from the present necessity of the times.

Tbe Liberty Pole erected some years ago in this city,
and whicb remained as a monument of insult to Government
and of licentiousness to the people, was last month, by my
recommendation to the inhabitants, very properly and
very quietly taken down and removed by them.*

I am, with all possible respect, my Lord, your Lordship's
most obedient and very humble servant, .

WM. TRYON.

Lord George Germam.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM AN ENGLISH OFFICER, DATED
NEW-YORK,NOVEMBEIt26, 1776.

On Saturday last we attacked Fort Washington, on the
Island of New- York, the strongest post that ever was occu-
pied by an army. Tbe difficulties we had to surmount are
almost incredible; hills covered with wood, and almost

"N EW-Y ORK, (RoYAL GAZETTE,) September 16, 1780.- The gentlemen
who supped at the late Widow De Ie Jflontu"nie's, on the 17th of Sep-
tember, 1776, (after taking down the Liberty Pole,) are informed in this
publick manner, that thetr bill for the supper and liquor sti]] remains
unpaid, If the iron that was about the Pole remains unsold, the subscri-
ber will recommend a purchaser, and if the bill is not paid very soon,
the subscriber will be under the necessity of publishing the names of
the gentlemen that supped on that occasion. JOlIN AMORY.

perpendicular; ii'om the fall of the leaf the fi)otinginsecure;
in short, there was every thing to favour the Rebels in point
of ground. We attacked the south and east sides of the
ground; tbe H.essians, in two columns, made their attack
on tbe north. Hannibal, in his passage over the Alps,
could not have met with ground or difficu1ties more for-
midable than wbat tbe Hessians had to go over. Tbey
behaved with distinguished bravery; tbeir General solicited
to act separately with his troops, and headed the left
column. Notwitbstanding the impediments, they preserved
their order amazingly. Lord Percy led on the troops under
his. command with great spirit, and forced the Rebels'
works with very little loss; bis Lordship's hOf$e was
twice wounded, but fortunately be received no hurt. The
Rebels all ran into the fort, where they had three thousand
firelocks charged. Our men stood laugbing at them as tbey
passed, crying out, "Make room for the soldiers1" They
hung out a flag of truce, and asked leave to surrcnderwith
the honours of war. They were sent word by Lieutenant-
General Kniphausen, that if they did not surrender in thirty
minutes, the fort should be stormed, and every man pUt
to drath; they instantly complied with the terms, marched
oLitof the fort, and grounded their arms. We made two
thousand five hundred and eighty-six prisoners, with new
clothing for two battalions. At twelve at night they were
marched prisoners to New- York.

In two nights after this we went over to the Jerseys, and
took }tort Lee witbout Joss, and made two thousand prison-
ers, who, like their friends at Fort fJ1ashington, laid down
their arms loaded. .

Too much cannot be said in favourof General Ilowe.
If the ardour of the troops could be restrained, he would
crush this rebe]Jion without spi]Jing much blood. Lord
Howe, in his department, does every thing to support the
General ; and it is hut justice to say, the Navy has contrib-
uted greatly to the successes we met with. 50 !Treatis the
affection of the Army for their Genera!, that I a~ confident
they would cbeerfully keep the field the whole winter,
without murmuring, if lie thought proper to employ them.

The people of Pennsylvania have refused to obey an
order of Congress for levying money; and they have sent a
man, who calls himself Lord Stirling, with a body of the
Rebels, to coerce them; but lam in hopes we shalJ be able
to give a good account of them in a few days, as we are now
between them and Philadelphia. The Rebels throw up
great works, but never stay to defend them.

We have taken on the Jerseys all Washington'sbagga!Te,
and great quantities of publick stores. Tbey are so J1}u~h
alarmed at Philadelphia, tbat they are quitting the town.

GENERAL LEE TO GENERAT~ WASHINGTON.

Camp Philipsburg, November ye 26tll, 1776.

DEAR GENERAT~:It never was my idea to leave the
Highlands unguarded, but only for expedition's sake tbat
Heath sbould detach two thousand of his corps immediately
over the river, and to replace these two thousand hy tb'e
same number the most lightly accoutred from tbis body here
till the main body with their baggage, cannon, &c., could
move. I conceive tbis movement could be attended with
no risk, as he has now notbing to guard but the Western pas-
sages, for there is nopossibiJity of their approaching by the
eastern, baving, as I can learn, no vessels on ,the eastern
river to transport their cannon, and the road at King's
Bridge by land is now almost impracticable. Tbe want
of carriages, and this disappointment with respect to Heath,
but above all, the alarms we have been thrown into by tbe
activity of the Tories and the important consideration of
leaving this country in a tolerablestate of secmity on my
departing, have stilt detained me here. The enemy kept a
very considerable part of their force on tbis side of King's
Bridge tilt yesterday, so considerable, indeed, that from
what we saw, we conceived the numbers transported to the
Jerseys not near so great as you were taugbt to think.
Tbis, and the apprehension of tbeir gleaning alt the forage
of tbis district, contributed to the other considerations I have
mentioned, have detained me so much longer than I could
have wished. Yesterday they drew themselves in, and
at the same time we made a sweep of the countl'Y, from
Philips's house. Part of the Army have moved on; I
set out to-morrow. No Militia have come in to cover the
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country. I have wrote most pressing letters on this subject
to Trumbull, and hope they wiJl have effect. I have been
equaJly urgent with Mr. Bowdoin, for blankets, shoes, &c.;
indeed, our soldiers are not in a movin(J"condition, but
seem well disposed and engage themselvesbbeyond expecta-
tion. But we are in great want of money for bounty. I
have been under the necessity, without authority, to draw
for this purpose. Several deserters, come out to day, inform
us that a considerable embarkation is made for Amboy.

I shall take care to obey your ExceJlency's orders in
regard to my march, as exactly as possible; and am, dear
General, yours, C LHARLES EE.

To his Ex<:;ellency General Washington, Newark.

GENERAL LEE TO GENERAL HEATH.

Camp PhiJipsburg, November ye 26th, 1776.

SIR: I perceive that you have formed an opinion to
yourself, that should General Washinf{ton remove to the
Stra.itsof ltlage?lan, tbe instruc.tionshe l~ft with you upon a
partlc~lar occasIOnhave to aJl Intents and purposes invested
you w]th a com~and separate from, and independent of,
any other supenours-that General Heath and General
Lee are. only t~o l\-lajors-~en~ral, who perhaps ought to
hold a fflendly Intercourse with each other, and when their
humour or. fancied iftterest prompts, may afford mutual
assistance, but that General Heath is by no means to considel'
himself obliged to obey any orders of the second in com-
mand, This idea of yours, sir, may not ouly be prejudicial
to.yourself, but to the publick. I could wish, sir, before
tlungs go any further, you would correct the notion. I
enjoined you to send two thousand men over the river, and
informed you that I would repl~ce 'em with an equal num-
b~r. Th.ls wa~ the only mode In my power of complying
wIth the intentions of the General; but it seems your dan(Ter
~as so imm~nent and your instl'Uctjons so positive, that
ll1steadof takmg a step which both duty and common sense
dictated, you are so kind as to advise me to send the troops
from hence, the two days' march from hence to Peekskill,
and the want of wagons, with the badness of the roads
making no sort of difference; but I must inform you, sir:
that we could not have been (such are our circumstances)
in less than five days at Peekskill; and that five days may
turn th~fateof an empire. If any misfortuneshouldhappen
from thIs refusal, you must answer for it. If any misfortune
had happened to your present post by the detachment of
these two thousand men from your corps, the blame would
have fallen upon me; but enough on this subject. I shall
therefore conclude that the Commander-in-Cbief is now
separated from us; that I of course command on this side
the water; that for the future I will and must be obeyed.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
CHARLES LEE.

To :Major-General Heath.

JOSEPH TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

North-Castle, 26th November, 1776.

J\ly DEARGENERAL: Enclosed is a warrant on the Pay-
master-General, for one hundred thousand doIlal's, which I
b~g you to sign and send me by the bearer. I expect he
wtll find Colonel Palfrey removing into Jersey, and there-
fore have put a receipt on the back, that he may take the
money from him, and bring it on here to me.

I am, with the greatest respect, your Ex;cellency's most
obedient, humble servant,

. , Jos. TRUMBULL.
HIs Excellency General Washington.

COLONEL LIVINGSTON TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF ARRANGE-

MENT.

Camp, North-Castle, 26th November, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I am now with General lJfcDouU'all and
h

6 ,
ave, seen some ~f tbe officers you have been pleased to

appomt to the re~lment you, gentlemen, have been pleased
to .honou: me with the command of. Of tho~e, Captain
W~ley, Lleu~enant J, lIarton, Lieutenant Thomas Lefoy,
re~lgn. It IS.also very uncertain whether Major Ledyard
will serve. James Bownel, who is appointed an Ensirrn
I am under the necessity of requesting you to change,ba~

General ltlcDollgall accuses him of throwing away his
arms in tiQle of action, which at least argues a want of
presence of mind that every officer ought to be possessed of.
However, this' you are better judges of than your humble
servant H B L. ' ENRY . IVINGSTON,

Col4th N. Y. Reg't of C'l Forces.
To the GentJemen of tbe Committee of Arrangement.

N. B. If no Paymaster should be appointed for the regI-
ment, I beg leave to present fOl'your approbation Mr. John
Lawrence, formerly Paymaster to the First Re(J"iment of
New- York troops.

0

INTELLIGENCE FROM NEW-YORK.

Examination of David lIunt, of West- Chester a known
fi.jend to America, taken by Brigadier-General ltlcDollU'all,
November 26, 1776, viz:

b

Mr. H.unt says that he left New- York on rVednesday,
the 20th Instant. That he understood from the inhabitants
and soldiers, tbat fifteen thousand were to embark, and that
the transports were preparing for them; but their desti-
nation was not known; that he also understood summer
clothes were making for the officers; that there were not a
great number of troops then in the city, the most of which
were Hessians; that provisionsin general were scar<:;eand
dear, flour in particular, and all kinds of verretables' that
our officers who are prisoners with the enemy bwere w~lkinlT
about, but the soldiers were closely confined, and allowed
but h~lf allowance; that the prisoners were very sickly,
and dIed fast; that he returned to We~t-ChesteT about three
o'clock on 'V~dnesday last; that General Howe's head-quar-
ters at that time were at Jam,es De Lancey's Mills; that
there were there at the same tIme, General Agnew, Adju-
tant-GeneraIPatterson, and Sir William Erskine, the Quar-
termaster-General. That he saw the Hessian encampment
at. West- Chester, between our late hospital there and the
mills, and understood there were ei(J"bt thousand Hessians
there, but did not irna~ine there bwere so many; that
he saw a number of H~ghlandcrs and British troops en-
camped on the east of the IIessians; that many of the
egemy's troops died at West- Chester; that on Sunday
morning last, General Howe and the staff moved off for
New- York, and on ~(onday General Agnew, with his bri-
gade, and the Hcsszans, struck their tents at six in the
morning, and were ordered to march at seven; that Mr.
Hunt left West- Chester at six o'clock yesterday evening,

and that from what he could coHect, the Rangers were then
there. That they had collected twelve hundred sheep, nine
hundred hogs, and several hundred cattle, and drove them
on Willett's Neck, and since gone off to New- York.

GENERAL HEATH TO GENERAL "WASHINGTON.

Peekskill, November 26th, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: I have to acknowled(J"e the honour of
the receipt of yours of the 24th instant. f do not recoHect
to have sent any letters by the Friday's post who lost his
mail in an infamous manner. '

I have also received {i.om Colonel Harrison tbe resolves
of the honourable Continental Con (Tress of the 19th instant
with a signification, of y~ur Ex~e!lency's pleasure 11m:

they should be pubhshed m orders, which shall be done
to-morrow.

I have for several days been exerting my utmost endea-
vours to secure the stores on the west side of the river anu
have ~b.epleasure to acquaint your Excellencythat, tlu:ough
tI?~ vIgllanc~ of Colonel Tupper and his party, the pro-
VISIO~S,wa~hke and naval stores, near the river at Tapan,
Slot s landmg, &c., have been safely brourrht off. althou<rh
the ships fired a number of cannon-sbot atthe b~ats

b

Major Clark, who was posted at Tapan, inform'ed me
yesterday ?y letter, that there was at that place a consider-
able quantity of flour, and that he was ordered to join his
reg~ment. I immediately sent order to Colonel Tyler's
regIment to march down to Tapan, and to impress aU the
teams bet:veen Colonel Huntington's post and that place,
and to bnng off the flour, part to tbe entrance of the
mountains and part near to King's Ferry.

In !h~ afternoon I received a le~ter. from Co]onel Hay,
acquamtmg me that many of the disaffected in that vicinity
had gone to the enemy, some of whom had hinted that
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they would conduct the enemy up and cut off our troops;
upon which, having consulted my Brigadiers, I ordered Gen-
eral Scott's brigade over the river, to cover the provisions,
to support Colonel Huntington in case of need, or possess
the mountain on the back of Fort Montgomery. I have
also stationed the Lady Washington galley at the ferry, to
prevent insults from the enemy's boats or tenders.

General Mijflin's goods have been brought over to this
place.

A survey of the river an,d soundings has lately been
taken, and is now before the Convention of the State of New-
York.

General Clinton is confident that obstructions may be
effectually made by the sinking of blocks. I have wrote
the Convention that if they should think it practicable, and
ihould make the attempt, I will assist them all in my power.~
The place proposed is some miles above Fort Constitu-
tion.

Our numbers in a few days will be much diminished.
General Scott has wrote to the Convention to encourage his
brigade tq continue a short time longer in the service, and
thinks he shall be able to persuademany of them to tarry;

. but sad experiencehas taught me to expect but little from
soldiers after the expiration of tbe time of tbeir engagements.
I think the recruiting of a new army will be success/iJ! if
the men can, by and by, somehow or another, a few at a
time, be indulged to go home, wbich seems to be a darling
object with them.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, your Excel-
lency's most humble servant,

W H. EATH.
To His Excellency General Wasldngton,Newark.

GENER,4.L HEATH TO THE NEW-YORK CONVE:I>'TION.

Peekskill, November 26th, 1776.

SIR: The time to which the several regiments of General
Scott's brigade stand engaged expire on Saturday next, as
does that of the garrison at the forts Montgomery and Con-
stitution, and Colonel Tash's regiment of Militia from the
State of New-Hampshire, wbich is now at this post. I also
expect that part of the other troops now here will be
ordered to march southward. Should this be the case, a
pass of vast importance (and now enhanced by the loss of
Fort Lee and the enemy having the entire possession of the
river up to the fort) will, I think, be much exposed. I
think it my duty, therefore, to give you this hint, that if his
Excellency General Washington has not wrote to the hon-
ourable Convention on the subject, such measures may be
adopted as the honourable Convention may think proper.
( think that if the several regiments whose time is now ex-
pired, could be prevailed upon to continue a little longer, it
would greatly promote the service. But of this I despair,
having been too often convinced that it is bard to persuade
them.

If any of the before-mentioned troops have received arms,
accoutrements, or ammunition, from the State of New- York,
I submit it to yO\]whether it would not be expedient to
appoint some person or persons to receive them from the
soldiery.

I have not received any thing lately from the southward,
either particular or interesting.

I am, sir, with respect and esteem, your most obedient and
very humble set'vant, 'UT Hn. EATH.
Honourable Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq.

GENERAL HEATH TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Peekskill, November 26th, 1776.

SIR: Since I wrote you in the morning, I have received
letters from his Excellency General Washington; and as
they do not contain the least intimation that any part of the
corps undermy commandare to movefromthis post,I shall
assiduously pursue the plan of sec,uring the passes through
the Highlands.

I have been informed that a survey of the rivet' and
sounding has lately been taken and laid before the honour-
able Convention; and if it appears that the obstruction of
the river is practicable, and it should be thought advisable
to attempt it, I shall cbeerfulJy afford all'the assistance in
my power.

I am, sir, with respect and esteem, your most humble
servant, W. HEATH.
Hon Pierre Van Cortlandt.

GENERAT, HEATH TO COLONEL CJlEEVER.

Peekskill, November 26th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I desire you would immediately furnish me
with a list of the number of arms, accoutrements, and the
quantity of ammunition which has been dellvered to the
several regiments of General &ott's ,brigade,viz: Colonel
Lasher's,lUalcom's, Drake's, and Humphries's or lIarden-
bergh's; and also Colonel Tash's regiment of Militia, be-
longingto the State of New-Hampshire, if the latter has
received any. The time to which the before-mentioned
regiments are engaged expires on Saturday next. I think
it will be proper for you, or some other person or persons
under you, to be at this post on Thursday or Friday next,
to receive the arms, &c., or at least to take the necessary
steps for the reception of them.

I am, dear sir, yours affectionately, W. HEATH.

To Ezekiel Cheever, Esq., Commissary of Artillery Stores.

GENERAL GEORGE CLINTON TO NEW-YORk CONVENTTON.

Peeks~ll, November 26,1776.

DEAR SIR: Can you tell me the reason why COlwention
have not been good enough to answer my letter concerning
the obstructing the navigation of Hudson's river across
Polopin's Island? I have taken a good deal of care to sound
and measure it, and think it very practicable, and I am sure it
is a matter of the utmost moment to the publick, and to this
State in particular; and not a moment's tim~. therefore ought
to be lost in effecting it. Had Convention taken up the
matter immediately, and applied to General Heath for aid,
he would have furnished three hundred men at 'least, and
tools to set about it. He could have done it, cQnsi~tent with
his instructions from the Commander-in-Chief, and' I had
prepared the way for it; but fear it is too late now. We
have been under marching orders these three days past, and
only wait the directions of General Washington. Should
they be to move, all is over with the river this season, and I
fear forever. Had the men been employed in that business
they would not have been taken fr'om it.

General Lee four or five days ago had orders to move
with his division across the river. Instead of doing so, he
ordered Generailleath to march his men through, and he
would replace them with so many of his. General Heath
could not do this consistent with his instructions, but put his
men under marchinO"orders, and wait his Excellency's orders.
None have gone o;'er yet, except Scott's brigade, which this
mornincr moved to Haverstraw;-a strange way of cooking
busines~. We have no particular accounts yet from Head-
Quarters, but I am apt to believe retreating is yet fashion-
able. Yours sincerely, GEORGE CLINTON.

To John McKesson, Esq., at Fishkill.

ORDER TO THE ASSISTANT Q.UARTERMASTER-GENERAL.

Peekskill, November 26th, 1776.

SIR: I am directed by General Ileath to request you to
furnish him immediately with a list of the number of tents,
POlS, kettles, &c., which have been delivered from the
Quartermaster-General's store to General Scott's brigade
and Colonel Tash's regiment of Militia. The Colonels of
tbe several regiments are Lasher, Malcom, Dralfe, and
Humphries. Though probably Colonel Hardenbergh, of
Colonel Humphrey's regiment, may have drawn for utensils,
as the regimenthas been at differentposts.

Your humble servant, ISRAELKEITH, A. D. G.
To the Assistant Quartermaster-General at Peekskill.

STATE OF THE srcK OF COLONEL BRADLEY'S REGUIENT.

Fishkill, November 26, 1776.

The present state of Colonel Bradley's regiment is as
follows: Killed or taken at the reduction of Fort W(lshing~
ton, the Lieutenant-Colonel, lIobby, 4 Captains, 10 Subs,
I Sergeant-Major, 10 Sergeants, 11 Corporals, 6 Drums
and Fifes, 238 privates. Colonel Bradley gone home sick;
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Major Dimon at Albany_ The last weekly ~eturn only
eighty-eight present ~t for duty. At the evacuatIon of Fort
Lee some of them killed and taken-the exact number not
yet known, at this sudden retreat, in a confused manner,
without carriages; some of the well ordered to get off the
sick to some place of safety, scattered overthe country, at
different places, and different numbers at a place; the
enemy furiously advancing to Hackemwck and P~rU1~us.
General Putnam and General Greene ordered the sIck Im-
mediately to be conveyed into the country, to some place
of safety, out of the way of the enemy. Accordingly we
have collected toaether the sick of the regiment, together
with the well along with them, came to New- rVindsor, and
by the direction of Colonel F~azier, after the sick. bei?g
examined by a doctor he provIded, came to the Fzshhll,
directed to Colonel Welch.

BENJ'N MILL, Captain.

I P t
D B L

. t resen .
IMON ERRY, zeutenan.

Behind, with part of the sick, Lemuel Benedic, Lieuten-
ant.

N. B. Applying to Colonel Huntington on the way, he'
advised to get the sick over to this place.

REV. JOHN ~I;\SON TO ROBERT HARPER.

Peekskill, November 26, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I intended to have sent vou a concise disser-
tation upon the subject of our late con~ersation at Fishkill,
but the constant burry and innumerable other inconveniences
of a camp Jife put my mind, not accustomed to t~lese scenes,
into such an unsettled state, that I was seldom III a temper
fQr attempting this necessary service. Bein!? still in the same
situation, I can send you only a few loCt argumentorum,
without illufjtration or arrangement. These are the sacred
riO"htsof conscience and the policy of indulging even such
of its scruples as appear whimsical; the solemnity of an
oath, and the requisites necessary to make us feel its hound-
inO"energy; the exceptionableness of the English mode of
m~king oath, as originating from superstition, as not con-
tainin~ an explicit appeal to Heaven, and as being offensive
to th: greatest part of the Pro

.

testant Church; the visible
tendency of the Scot's mode to impress the conscience of the
swearer, and to draw from him a discovery of the truth, and
the sanction it receives from the concurring practice of God,
anO"els,and the best of men in the ages of inspiration. I
might add other considerations, but if these were set in a
fuHli<rht, the evidence against the English, and in favour of
the &ot's mode of making oath, would, in my opinion, be
demonstrative. I hope the honourable Convention, in set-
tlinrr the ConstitUtion of this State, will at least make the
Scot's mode as legal as the English. At the same time I
hope they will take steps for stemming the torrent of profan-
ity and vice, that disgraces our country and exposes it to
the vengeance of Heaven, especially profane cursing and
swearing, and the open violation of the fourth commandment,
and that they will declare clergymen of every denomination
ineliO"iblefor a place of authority in the civil department.

N~xt week I return to my family near Bound- Creek
impressed with the melancholy reflection that my congre-
gation is dispersed; that I have little prospect of being useful,
whilst every visible source of supporting a rising family is
dried up. I do not, however, despond. My all-sufficient
God will provide, and wiHnot, I hope, suffer me to be alto-
gether useless. I am open to his direction, and wait for a
cal1 to serve him in the station of a Chaplain for the Army
or any other consistent with my office. May God direct
you and make you eminently useful in your present station.

I am, dear sir, your obedient servant,
JOHN MASON.

To Robert Harper, Esq., Fishkill.
P. S. Give me leave to beseech you to urge in Conven-

tion the absolute necessity of making every preparation for
rendering our river unnavigable by ships of war through the
Highlands. I believe you will scarce be able to read these
hasty, unconnected sentences.

GENERAT~ SCHUYLER TO GENERAL GATES.

Saratoga, November 26,1776.

DEAR GENERAL: Notwithstanding my orders to the C01-
onels or commanding officers of the several regiments passed

this, to repair to their respective States, and you will please
to order them to join his Excellency General Washing~on
with all possible despatch; as also the others that may amve
at Albany from Tyonderoga, sending recruiting officers to
the different States they came from.

If the express that brought Mr. Harrison's letter is already
returned, you wil1 please to send the enclosed by another.

Prav urO"eColonel Lewis to send up more wagons and.0.
the bedding for the garrison at Tyonderoga.

Stark's and Patterson's leave this to-day. Sloops should
be provided for them.

I am, dear General, sincerely yours, &c., &c., &c.,
PH. SCHUYLER.

Hon. General Gates.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY. .

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety,
Hartford, November ~6th, 1776: Present, his Honour the
Governour, the Deputy Governour, Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez
Huntington, William Williams, Titus Hosmr:r, Benjamin
Huntington, William Hillhouse, Tkos. Seymour.

Voted, to accept and establish William Cone for Cap-
tain, Nathaniel Sparrow for a Lieutenant, and. Gideon
Ackley, for an Ensign, for a Company of householders and
others, not in the .Militia1'011,who have formed themselves
into a Company in the town of East-Haddam; and his
Honour the Governour is desired to commission them ac-
cordingly.

Voted, to accept and establish Nathaniel Ackley to be
EnsiO"nof a Company of householders and othe.rs in East-
Haddam; and his Honour the Governour is desired to
commission him according1y.

BENJA~IIN BIRDSALL TO '],'HE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

New-Haven, November 26th, 1776.

GENTI.EMEN OF THE CONVENTION OF THE STATE OF

NEW-YORK: I think myself bound in duty to let you know
the several transactions past, and the present unhappy situ~
ation I am now labouring under, in the unnatural contest
between Great Britain and America. In the first of the
disputes, for a jnst cause, I took the part of America, and
continued it for a long time, through many difficult and
danO"erouscontests aO"ainstmy friends, relations, and almost
aU ;ects and ranks ~f denominations, in particular in my
own County. I was appointed one of the County Com-
mittee, and from that a Lieutenant-Colonel in the Second
Battalion in OUI'County; and while in the service of the
Committee, it took me almost al1 my time in service with
the Committee, and attending the different companies, with
many adjournments to choose their officers for the Militia,
I being appointed as a sub-committee for that purpose, and
continued it until the whole districts were divided and the
officers chosen; and was, by the request of the inhabitants,
eight or ten days with a petition from the inhabitants to the
Convention at the White-Plains, concerning the removing
the stock from the island. In all which time I bore my
own expenses and received nothing for any of the service.
And as for the service of a Colonel, myself and two more
officers were appointed, and ordered by the County Com-
mittee to secure all tbe boats on the south side, from Rock-
away to Huntingtown line, which is eighteen miles distance.
Seven miles I collected all the boats together and secured
them by a sentry, one hundred and six in number; and if
the other eleven miles distance had been as well secured,
by collecting the boats together and a guard kept over them,
it would have cut off the communication betwe.en our south
and the man-of-war, and saved one hundred and odd hay
boats that the Tories carried off to the Ministerial fleet, and
sold them for their service. Well, when the quarter draft
from the Militia upon Long-Island was made out, Suffolk
County had the commanding officer of the regiment, Col-
lonel Smith, in his full rank, with full pay. Now, if I know
any thing about the arrangement of officers, the next in
command ought to have been a Lieutenant-Colonel out of
one of the three regiments of Kins.'s County, or the first or
second in Queen's; but the first colonel, John Sands, was
appointed, and must take the rank and pay of LieUtenant-
Colonel, and the Second Major of Colonel Rampson's regi-
ment, in his full rank and pay, and BenJamin Birdsall, a
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Lieutenant-Colonel, to take rank and pay with the Captains,
under command ofa Second Major. The arrangements
of the officers in Colonel Smith's regiment appears to me
as remarkable, almost, as the conduct was bad in the Field
Officers in breaking up the regiment the manner in which
they did. This appointment of Colonel Smith's regiment
was noticed by some certain Field Officers who had been
up to Hampstead, and being acquainted with me, I was
fixed upon, some few days before the King's troops landed
upon Lon~-lsland, to go through with a number of men,
on the sou'rhside, from Rockaway to Huntingtown, eighteen
miles distance, to destroy or secure aJl the boats, and bring
in all the fat cattle in the lines, to General Greene, and
after, in his absence, General Sullivan; which I executed
without .favour or affection, (and. among my neighbours
and relations,) until the King's troops landed upon Long-
Island; and then I was obliged to press six wagons and
twelve horses among my nearest neighbours, to carry down
the ba(T(]aaeof about two hundred of onr troops that was
sent fo~Obyexpress by General Sltllivan to march within
the lines; and as soon as we got down within the lines, I
was sent by General Sullivan immediately up about thirty
miles, with a small party of men, after seventy-odd fat cattle
that we left collected together. I went and brought the
cattle in safe, round the north side of the island. lVlonday
nicrht and Tltesday morning before day the engagement
b:gan, when I took my post ur~nthe lin~s, and continued
till Thursday afternoon and 1!rzday mornmg, slln about an
hOllr high. By General Putnam's orders I went O\'er to
LoneY-Island with six boats to fetch a number of horses and

<:> .-

other things, until the Regulars came down, fired four shot
upon two. of the boats a little behind; and from that I
broucrht up the rear of Co~onel Smith's regiment, (sick men
from°New_ York without money,) which would have been
left had it not been for me; which I hope may be made
manifest in your presence, the three field officers and my-
se]f face to face before you, which may right many other
transactions that ouaht not to be left in darkness.

I am now joined in Colonel Livingston's regiment, where
is about sixty-eight of Colonel Smith's men. I have left a
wife and six children ulJon Lont;-Island, and all I have is
under the command of the King s troops. It is not in my
power to relieve them. I set out with heart and hand to
risk my life in defence of our cause, and I am still willing
to do it. Tbe continuance of the war is promising so fair,
tbat I will now offer myself at your service to engage in it
so long as the war may continue. Place me in my rank,
give me a chance to execute my conduct, and I doubt not
but it may be said there is one man upon Long-Island and
in Queen's Cou.nty has taken up the cause of his country
from first, and has continued in it firm and steadfast to the
last, for the support and protection of his family, and to the
honour and welfare of his country. I have taken up a
considerahle of time, though with pleasure. I cannot satisfy
myself in letting you know enough. I have this to con-
sider: I am here upon the main shore, and at present at a
loss. Am I under pay that will support me, or am I not?
If I am not under pay, it is time for me to look out. Well,
I must go to work and provide me victuals and clothes;
well, I shall labour discontented, work every day for low
wages; my family is near to me; I am afraid they fare bad;
a wife and children is hard to part with; well, if! attempt
to go to see them I am taken up, confined, and perhaps
sent away or massacred. WeJl, what station of life am 1
in? If I am engaged in the cause, my mind is fixed; 1
know what I have to do, and I know my subsistence; I
am content; my mind is bent to promote the cause where-
in I am engaged, But if a man's income is extraordinary
high or too low, to moderately maintain him, it will too much
draw his mind and attention from the business he is engaged
111.

I have wrote a long translation which I make bold should
came to your knowledge. I write but seldom; excuse me
~f I have in any part occasioned any insult upon your
Honours; it is not what I mean to do; but you are the
guardians of our rights, and to you, and you alone, I have
to make my address. I wish you weIJ, and that a perfect
union among you may be and continue, to the honour and
welfare of America, and that you may appoint such men
in our State to lead and command, that wiil ever dispute
and defend the American ground, inch by inch, over and

over again, until a final defensive war may end, and remain
to us all well, and forevet more continue.

,From your humble servant, BENJAMINBIRDSALL.

MEMORIAL AND PAROLE OF FREDERICK PHILIPS.

To the honourable the Congress or Committee of Safety
of the State of NEW-YORK:

The Memorial of FREDERICKPHILIPS, humbly sheweth:
That on the 9th day of August last, your memorialist

was, by order of his Excellency General Washington, taken
ioto custody at his own house, and immediately sent prisoner
from thence to New-Rochelle, where he was closely con-
fined under guard for eleven days, and from thence removed
to the State of Connecticut. A parole (a copy whereof is
hereunto annexed) was presented to him, which he signed,
and agreeable thereto has ever since been confined to this
town and a small district round it. That your memorialist
has thus been deprived of his liberty without any particular
matter being alleged against him, or even having'an oppor-
tunityof offeringany thing in hisown defence. . He there-
fore cannot help thinking tbat General Washingtonmust
have been induced to take this step in consequence of some
misrepresentations. .

That your memorialist has already suffered great hard-
ships and inconveniences,and if not permitted to return
home before the severity of the winter sets in, must still
suffer many more, which, in his advanced stage of life and
infirm state of health, he is ill calculated to undergo; but
that all the personal inconveniences he has felt, and is likely
further to feel if not relieved, are far from making so deep
an impression on his mind as the circumstance of being
separated from his wife and numerous familr, and thereby
prevented from superintending his own affaIrs, particularly
the education of his children, whose tender years require the
most watchful attention of a parent's care.

Your memorialist therefore prays that your Honours will
be pleased to take his case under consideration, and afford
him relief, by restoring him again to his liberty; or if that
cannot be granted at present, that he may be indulged with
leave to reside at his own house, (within such limits as you
should think fit to prescribe,) under a parole similar to that
which he has already given.

All which is humbly submitted
sideration.

Middletown, November 26, 1776.

to your Honours' can-

FRED. PHILIPS.

P AROLE.-I, the subscriber, being apprehended and sent
by General Washington to the care of his Honour Gover-
nour Trumbull, in order to be kept safe, and being ordered
by his Honour the Governour to reside within the limits of
the town of it/iddletown, in Connecticut,upon my giving
my parole,-I therefore do hereby engage and promise to
the Governour and Company of the State of Connecticut,
upon the honour, faith, and credit of a gentleman, faithfully
to abide within the limits of said town of it/iddletown, until
further orders shall be had from his Honour Governour
Trumbull thereon; and in the mean time I engage and
promise not to correspond, either directly or indirectly, in
any shape whatever, with any person or persons unfriend1y
to these American States, and will abide such orders and
directions as shall be gifen from time to time by tbe Com-
mittee of Inspection for said town, wbere I shall reside as
aforesaid, as witness my hand. Dated at lIartford,
Angust 28th, 1776.

N. B. Said partyis granted to go to Wethersfieldand
Durham, as occasion may be.

FREDERICK PHILIPS.

HENRY WARD TO SPEAKER OF NEw-nA~IPSHIRE HOUSE OF

REPRESENT ATIVES.

Providence, November 26, 1776.

SIR: By order of the General Assembly I transmit to
your Honour the enc10sed resolve.

I am also directed by his Honour the Governour to ac-
quaint you that a privateer belonging to this place arrived
here tbis morning, who took a light transport ship, being one

.of one hundred and thirty sail bound from New- York to
Great Britain and the West-Indies, under convoy of three



865 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., NOVEMBER, 1776. 866

ships of war, and which, without doubt, is the same fleet
that we received information was takin<Ton boarda bodyof
troops at Staten-Island.

0

I am, very respectfully, sir, YOUl' Honour's most obedient
and most humble servant,

H WENRY ARD.

Honourable Speaker of the House of Representati \'es of the
State of New-Hampshire.

[Same to Council of Massa4husetts.]

RHODE-ISLAND ACT FOR APPOINTING A cmnnTTEE TO TREAT
ABOUT PAPER CURRENCY, 21 N(WEMBER, 1776.

At a General Assemb]y of the Governour and Company

of the State of Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations,
begun and holden in consequence of warrants issued by his
Honour tbe Governour at East-Greenwich, within and for
the State aloresaid, on Thursday, the twenty-first day of
November, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hun-
dred and seventy-six:

Whereas the General Court of the State of the iJ'Iassa-
chusetts-Bay, by a resolve of the 16th of this instant, No-
vember, have appointed a Committee to meet Committees
from tbe General Assemblies of the States of Connecticut,
New-Hampshire, and this State, at Providence, on the tenth
day of December next, in case sucb Committees be by the
said Assemblies appointed to bold a conference respecting
furtner emissions of Paper Currency on tbe ctedit of any 0 f
the said States, also upon Treasures necessary for support-
ing tbe credit of the publick currencies tbereof, &c.:

It is therefore voted and resolved, That tbe Honourable
William Bradford, Esq., Colonel Jonathan Arnold, and
Henry ~Merchant,Esquires, be, and they are hereby, ap-
pointed a Committee to meet the said Committee from the
State of tbe ~Massachusetts-Bay, at the time and place and
for the purposes in the aforesaid resolve mentioned: Pro-
vided, The States of Connecticut and New-Hampshire
sball think proper to appoint Committees for the same pur-
poses; and that tbe Secretary immediately transmit copies
of this Resolve to the States of the ]}[assacltusetts-Bay,
Connecticut, and New-Hampshire.

A true copy. Witness: HENRY WARD, Secretary.

travelling so far on foot, a wagon and horses have been pur-
chased for the sole purpose of conveying them along.

In the name and by order of tbe Council, I have the
honour to be your most obedient, humble servant,

JERE. POWELL, President.

His Excellency General Washington.

State of Massachusetts-Bay, Council Chamber, ~
, November 26, 1776. S

ftfajor FRANCIS SHAW:
You are hereby directed immediately to repair to:Head-

Quarters, at or near New- York, to his Excellency General
TJ7ashington, with the lndians under your care, and make
report to him of your proceedings respecting them, and take
his further commands thereupon.

WORCESTER (MASSACHUSETTS) COMMITTEES.

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety, &c., from a
majority of the Towns in the County of Worce.~ter,held
by adjournment at the Court-House in said Worcester,
November 26, 1776:

Voted, That the members inform the Convention what
were the general sentiments of the inhabitants of tbeir re-
spective towns concerning a resolve of the House of Rep-
resentatives on the 17th of September last, respecting the
formation of a system of Government.

Lancaster, Princeton, Hardwick, Oakham, Rutland,
Paxton, Uxbridge, Shrewsbury, Harvard, Soutltborough,
New-Braintree, T1linchendon, consented, subject to tbe ap-
probation or rejection of the people.

Oxford dissented, by reason of unequal representation
and brethren absent.

Sutton, Bolton, Sturbridge, Holden, Nortltbridge, dis-
sented for unequal representation.

Worcester postponed acting on said resolve till the third
]}Ionday in December next, to have the voice of their breth-
ren in the Army.

Leicester dissented, presuming the people were excluded
the right of approbation or rejection.

Dudley, Charlton, objected to the present House.
Petersham, the same, and against any Council.
Brookfield consented, with right of approbation or rpjec-

tion, and Government to be established by a future House.
Mendon, not to comply with said resolve.
Spencer, the same, the Court not being in a proper

situation.
Templeton, Fitchburg, Douglas, objected to the present

Court.
Northborough, Upton, Westborough, Ashburnham, had

no resolve, nor acted thereon.
Grafton, did not act thereon.
Westminster, had no resolve, or acted thereon.
Voted, That a system of Government is necessary to be

establisbed in this State, so soon as it may be done with
safety.

Whereas the honourable the Continental Congress have
thought fit, with the consent, and for the safety, peace, and
happiness of the American States, to declare them free and
independent on the Crown of Great Britain, &c., and
have recommended to said States the forming such systems
of Government as may be most agreeable to their respectiv6
situations and circumstances: And whereas the present
House of Representatives, to bring forward this important
business, have asked the consent of the people to empower
that body, with the Council, to form such a system of Gov-
ernment for this State: The Committee of Safety, &c.,
from a great majority of the towns in the County of Worccs-

JllASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. ter, convened at the Court-House in said Worcester, on
State of Massachusetts-Bay, Council Chamber, ~ Tuesday, the 26th of November, 1776, for the purpose of

November 26,1776. 5 reconciJing the various sentiments of tbe inhabitants re-
MAY IT PLEASE YOU.REXCELLE~CY: The bearer, 1\1ajor specting said request, and preserving-unanimity in the County;

,Shaw, bas at J~ngth arrlve~ here, with a few Indians inlisted and also, considering the loose and disjointed state the people
m~o the Contmental s:rvlc~. W.e are sorry he has met of the lUassachusetts-Bay have been in for divers years
wIth no better suc~ess Ill. tlm busmess; however, tbe few past, in which time many errours have crept in and been
there are, \~e conceJve, wtll be of this service if no other, to supported with the remains of the late constitutions; that
keep tbe trl?es /i'om whence they came in a state of amity. the evils are daily increasing, and in all probability will

~he Indl.ans \\:~en here wer~ fond of returning back continue till a fixed and permanent form of Government be
agam to their familIes, but were mformed tbat we had no established: Therefore, to prevent (as much as in them-
power to grant them any such leave, but they must attend selves) anarchy and confusion, and the undue influence or
upon your Excellency; and as they made some objection to power of individuals in monopolizing incompatible offices

FIFTH SERIES-VOL. III. 55

GOVERNOUR COOKE TO MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY.

Providence, November 26th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I think it my duty to transmit to you by
express the enc]osed copy of a Jetter I have this eveninO'

received from General Lee.
0

The ease with which tbe enemy may transport troops to
any of the United States ought to excite us to the most
vigorous efforts to make the necessary preparations to repel
them wherever they may attempt a descent.

This State hatb ordered a regiment to be immediately
raised, to consist of six men in every bundred upon the
alarm list, which will make about six hundred and eighty
men; and are endeavouring to render the :Militia more useful
than it hath yet proved. But from the inability of the State,
especially in its present exhausted circumstances, our prin-
cipal dependence, under God, mllst be upon the neighbourin<T
States. It gives me great satisfi1Ction, tbat in case of such
an event, we have tbe most perfect reliance upon the State
of the ]}[assachusetts-Bay.

I am, witII great esteem and respect, your Honours' most
obedient and most humble servant,

NICH's COOKE.
Honourable General Court of the iJ'fassachusetts-Bay.
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in the hands of particular persons on the one hand, and on
the other to strengthen the hands of Government against an
unnatural enemy, ancllay a permanent foundation for safety,
peace, and happiness, for this and stlcceeding generations;
said Convention have come into the followingvotes, &c.,
with intention to Jay tbe same before their respective towns
for their consideration:

Whereas an .act passed in the late General Court, making
the representation of the State very unequal and unsafe, this
Convention is of opinion that the present General Court is
not the most suitable body to form a system of Government
for this State; moreover the business being of the greatest
importance, will require more time and closer attention than
can be spared by a House of Representatives, from the
ordinary and daily concerns of the Sta:te:

Therefore Voted, That a State Congress, chosen for the
sale purpose of forming a Constitution of Government, is
CiI

.

in
.

t
.

h
.

e opinion of thi.sConvention) more eJigible than an
House of RepresentatIves.

Voted, That it be recommended to our respective towns
that they instruct their Representatives to exert their influ~
ence that writs be issued from the General Court, empow-
ering and directing the towns to choose members to form a
State Congress, by a mode of representation agreeahIe to the
last charter, and as practised in the year 1775, for the pur-
pose of JC)Jminga plan of Government, which, when formed,
to be laid before the people for their inspection, approbation,
rejection, or amendm~nt, (if any tbey have to propose,) and
when approved by the people, that said Congress soJemnly
establish the ~ame, issue out writs for convening a legislative
body agreeable to said Constitution, and dissolve.

Voted, That the proceedingsof this COI1\'entionbe sub-
mitted to the consideration of the other Counties in this
State, and request the favour of their sentiments on the
subject.

Voted, To publish the foregoing in the Boston, lVorces-
ter, and Flartford Newspapers, also in handbills.

By order of the Convention:
JOSEPHHENSHAW,Chairman.

SILA!;! D-eAl'IE TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Paris,27th Noven)ber, 1776.

SIR: The bearer, Mr. Rogers, is a native of Maryland,
whom I fortunately met with in the hotel I some months
lodged in. He is in Paris, finishing his education, and
by my advice accepted of the office of A id-de-Camp to
Monsieur Du Coudray, and accompanies him out to Amer-
ica. I have received many kindnesses from him, and con-
fident of his integrity, intrusted him with many thi~O's to
relate to you viva voce, especially should my despatches
fail. ~e has a general knowledge of the history of my
proceedmgs, and what I have had at times to struggle with.
As he speaks French tolerably, he will, I conceive prove a
valuable acquisition at a time when such numbe:s of for-
eigners are crowding to enter your service.

I am, wishing him a speedy and safe arrival, with the
most profound respect for the honourable Congress, &c.,

SILAS DEANE.

SILAS DEANE TO THE SECRET COMMITTEE.

Paris, 27th November, 1776.

GENTLEMEIC In a former letter I mentioned a naval
entel'(~ri~e, whi?h might at first appear roman tick, but the
more It ISconsidered the less danger I shall be in of being
taxed On that score. Admiral Montague lately returned
from the Banks, where the fishermen have had a wretched
season of it, .in consequence of the American privateers.
He left two smalI sloops-of-war there, of fourteen and six-
te(!n guns. In cammon years they leave six or seven thou-
sand of their labourers or fishermen there as in a Prison

~ .,. ,

through the wmter, employed in takinO' of seals re pairinO'. 0 ,
b

of boats, stages, &c.; these are unarmed, and ever dissatisfied
to the.Jastdegreewith theirsituation. Two frigatesarriving
early 10 February, would destroy the fishery, for one if not
two years, and obtain an acquisitionof a finebodyof recruits
for your N~vy. I hav~ conferred with some persons here
on tI~e. subject, wh~ ?,ghly approve the enterprise; but I
submit It to your OpJl1lOn,aftel" urging despatch in whatever
is done or attempted on that suoject. The resolution of the

Court of Spain, in the caseof Captain Lee, at Bilboa, gives
every encouragement to adventurers in these seas, where
the prizes are valuable, and where you have constantly
harbours at hand 01) the coast of France and Spain to repair
to, and refit in, and where constant and certain inteJligence
can be had of the situationof the British shipsof war, as
weB asof commerce. I need not add on a subjectso p1ain,
and at the same time so important, but will only remind
you that the Dutch in the space of two 01'three years after
their first revolt from Spain, attacked the Spaniards so
successfully and unexpectedly in every qnarter of the globe,
tbat tbe treasures they obtained tbereby enabled them to
carryon the war. Let me repeat, that if you empower me,
or any other person here, you may obtain any number of
ships of war on credit from individuals, on paying interest
five per cent. until paid. The King will probably bave llse
for his; and besides, to let his go would be tLe same as a
declaration of war, which, in form at least, wiJl for some
time be avoided.

I write on different subjects in different letters as they
rise in my mind, and leave you to lIse. as you judge best,
my Sybil Leaves; and am, gentlemen, &c.,

SILAS DEANE.

A«UII,A HALL TO MARYLAND COUNCII, .OF SAFETY.

November 27th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: As Captain Bennett Mathews has made
application to your Honours for a Captain's place in one
of the gondolas now building, and as Captain Alexander
Cowin and Mr. Archibald Buchanan has one nearly ready,
and wants a Captain to take charge of her; and as I am
well acquainted with Captain llrlathews, and know him to
he a good seaman, and a sobel' man, beg leave to recom-
mend him as a proper person fOl' such a place, and shall
take it as a favour if your Honours should think proper to
give him a berth.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,
A «un, A HALL.

The honourable Council of Safety of Maryland.

THOMAS SMYTH TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Chestertown, November the 27th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I have not yet received any salt for curing
the beef and pork you gave me orders to purchase j and
unless it arrives soon the season will be over beforeI begin
to plll'chase any of those articles. Tbere is a good deal of
pork to sell in this quarter, though the owners ask a very
high price. You']! please to hurry ovel' the salt intended
for me. UnJess it arrives soon it will be needless to attempt
any purcha~es here this fa]1.

I hope the Defence is safe arri\'ed. I have been uneasy
for her safety, as she has exceeded her proposed cruise.

I am, with much respect, gentlemen, your most obedient,
humble servant, T SHOS. MYTH.

The honourable the Council of Safet}', in Annapolis.

JAMES MURRAY TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Cambridge, November 27th, 1176.

GENTLEMEN: As I have heretofore had the honour of
an appointment from your Board to the command of a bat-
talion of Militia of your State, permit me to return you
thanks for that mark of your esteem.

I have filled that station as long as I find it con venient

under its present regulations, and must therefore beg leave
to resign.

Your obedient, humble servant, JAMES MURRAY.

The honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.

MEMORIAL FROM JOHN SERGEANT.

[Read November 27, 1776: Referred to the Committee to whom was
committed the letter from ThQmas Cl\shing, Esq.].;

To the honouraMe Continental Congress: The Petition
and Memorial of JOHN SERGEANT, JJlissionary to the
lJtloheknnnu7c Tribe of INDIANS atSTOCKBRIDGE, humbly.

sheweth :
That tbis tribe has been strictly connected with the Sir:

Nations, the Indians in Canada, and more especialJy with
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several of the Western nations, for more than a century past,
and has been much respected by them.

That far from desiring to remain neuter in the dispute
between Great-Britain and America, they have made them-
selves acquainted with the merits of the controversy, and
have taken an active part in our favour, inlisting their young
men in our Army, while their counsellors and sachems have
carefully sent belts of wampum by their messengers to the
Six Nations, to the Canada lndians, and to the Shaltwall-
nese, on the Ohio, addressing in such terms as they judged
would have the greatest tendency to attach them to the
interr.sts of the United States. As your petitioner was their
missionary, they naturally resorted to him for advice and
direction, and held all their councils at his house, which has
occasioned ao expense to him that was disproportionate to
his circumstances; but which, if the honourable Congress
should think he ought to bear, he will cheerfully submit to
from his earnest desire to contribute his mite to the general
cause in which America is engaged. He therefore humbly
submits it to your wisdom, whether it would not "be for the
interest of America to preserve the attachment of an impor-
tant tribe, which is so well affected towards us, and so ex-
tensively connected with the other nations around us, by
making provision for his continuance among them as their
missionary, as his salary from England is now cut off, and
as they believe that the Congress have given them reason to
expect it in the speech lately made to them by your Com-
missioners, and your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever
pray.

THE MEMORIAL OF MR. THOMAS DENEF.

[Read in Congress November 27,1776: Referred to the Board of War.]

To the honourable the Delegates of the UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA,in Congress assembled:

The Memorial of 1J;[r.THOMASDENEF,humbly sheweth:
That your memorialist is only two days in this country

to meet .MI'.Romand de l'lsle, whom he finds appointed
a Captain of Artil1ery, and under whom he has served in
France, and been since employed in lUartinico. He hum-
bly offer~ his services to tbe honourable Congress, and
desirous of again serving under tbe command of the said Mr.
Romand de l'Isle. Would take it as a particular mark of
favour to be appointed his Lieutenant.

AI1 which is humbly submitted to the consideration of
the honourable Congress.

THOMASDENEF.

LANCASTER (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE.

At a meeting of the Committee of Observation, Inspection,
and Correspondence, at the house of Adam Reigart, the
27th November, 1776:

Present, William Atlee, Mathias Slough, Lodwick
Lowman, Henry Dehuff, Christopher Crawford, John
Miller, Adam Re~l5art. William Atlee in the chair.

It being found difficult to provide Wagons to go with the
Prisoners from hence to Elizabeth- Town, agreeable to the
directions of the Council of Safety and Board of War, owing
to the badness of the roads at this season of the year; the
known scarceness and dearness of food for horses in the
Jerseys, the Committee, that they may ca~ry the orders
received respecting the Pl'ison~rs into execution with expe-
dition, as requested, find themselves under the necessity of
offering such a price to the farmel's as wiH enable tbem to
undertake the journey; and therefore agree, that for every
wagon and four hcrses and driver \vhich shall go in the
service shaH be paid thirty shil1ings per day from Lancaster
to Elizabeth- Town, where they are to deliver tbeir loads,
and from thence six days sbaH be allowed to return home.

GOVERNOUR LIVINGSTON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Burlington, 27th November, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I have directed General Williamson to order
all the Militia of tbe Counties of Bergen, l:Ssex, "Morris,
Somerset, Middlesex, and Sussex, (baving myself ordered
that of Ilunterdon,) immediately to march andjoin the Army

1
__h___

---"
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raising four battalions, of eight companies eacb, and ninety
men, to be inlisted tiJItbe first of April, which will be carried
into executIOn with all possibJe despatch. "

I can easily form some idea of the difficulties underwllich
you labour, particularly of one for which tbe publick can
make no aHowance, because your prudence and fidelity to
the cause will not suffer you to reveal it to the pubEck, an
instance of magnanimity superiour, perhaps, to any that can
be shown in battle. But depend upon it, my dear sir, the
impartial world wiH do you ample justicebefore long. May
God support you under that fatigue, both of body and mind,
to. which you must be constantly exposed.

J am, with sentiments of the greatest respect, your most
obedient and mos"t humble sen'ant,

WIL. LIVINGSTON.
His Excellency General Washington.

P. S. The printed copy is what I issued some days ago
to our Colonels, before I knew whether there would be a
necessity for their marching.

An Act .for the raising of four Battalions, consisting each
of ei.:rhtCompaniesof seventy-six Privates,

.

one Drummer,
one J!'ifer, four Corporals, and four Sergeants, and offi-
cered with one Captain, two Lieutenants, and one En-
sIgn.

"The men to enter as Volunteers out of the Militia, to
have a bounty-of six dollars, and be entitled to one pair of
shoes and one pair of stockings.

The four Battalions to form one Brigade, under Brigadier-
General Williamson, and to continue in service until the 1st
day of April next.

The men at liberty to inlist in any of the fOllr Battalions
to be raised in this State under the new establishment, and
to serve during the war.

GOVERNOUR LIVINGSTON TO THE SEVERAL COLONEr.S IN NEW-

JERSEY.

Burlington, November, 1'776.

SIR: General Howe, after having been presented with the
fairest opportunity to come to a general engagement with
the brave troops of the United States at the fVhite-Plains,
thouIThtproper to decline a battle, and suddenly retreated
towa~dsNew-York. In his return thither he invested with
a numerous army Fort WashinU'ton,and by the mere dint
of numbers, possessed himself of that garrison with consider-
able slaughter on his side, reported to be equal to the number
of prisoners he took in the fortress. This being the only
thincrof consequenceeffectedby the British arms during a
sum~er's campaign, (the Americans have had the advan-
tage in almost every skirmish,) the enemy, despairing of
conquest, seems determined to plunder; and, reduced to the
greatest straits for want of forage and provisions, will, as
there is reason to apprehend, endeavour to make an in-
cursion into this State to supply those necessaries. To
check their progress, General Washington (whose fame is
deserved]y above applause) has transported a considerable
body of Continental troops to the eastern parts of this State,
who, with the assistance of our Militia, will doubtless be
able to give them such a reception as their rashness de-
serves.

As the war in which we are engaged is founded on the
principles of seJf-defence and self-perservation, and to save
ourselves and posterity fi'om the most ignominious slavery,
and is therefore, on the part of America, the most just and
glorious, and warranted by the immutable law of God; as
we have pledged our words and honour to support the cause
with our lives and fi)l'tunes, and have now an opportunity
to evince to the world that such assurances were not the
inconsiderate effusions of the boasting bravo, but the cool
deliberations of the determined hero, now glorying In being
called out to manifest his valour and avenge the indignities
offered to his injured country; as the eyes of all Europe are
fixed on the brave Americans, as a people resolved, at aU
hazards, to maintain tbat independence which British jus-
tice and British cruelty compelled them to adopt; as we
ought not to be unwilling to do for our descendants what
our ancesters have done for us, nor can be so base as to
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which it is in our power to make ;-it is expected that the
Militia-of .J.¥ew-Jerseywill not forfeit, by any unworthy con-
duct. the fa~'ourablesentiments entertained of their prowess;
but that, ambitious of emulating the fortitude of their gallant
brethren of Soltth- Carolina, who have acquired immOl'tal
honourby repelIing the enemy's attack on Charlestown, they
will show, on this important occasion, a spirit becoming a
people disdaining slavery:.and ready to risk their lives in the
cause of freedom, of virtue, and posterity. In full confi-
dence of not being disappointed in those expectations, you
are hereby directed to have the battalion under your com-
mand ready to march on the shortest notice.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Newark, November 27,1776,

SIR: I do myself the honour to acknowledge the receipt
of your favours of the ;21st and ;24th, with their several.en-
closures. The execution of the resolves has been, and wiJl
be, attended to as far as in my power. I have W1'oteto
General Schuyler to send down, as early as possible, the
troops in the Northern Department from this and the State
of Pennsylvania. The proposition for excbanging Mr.
Franklin for General Thompson, I shall submit to General
Howe as soon as circumstances will aUow me.

I have nothing in particular to advise you of respecting
the enemy, more than that they are advancing this way.
Part of toem have passed the Passaick, and I suppose the
main body that they have on this side the North River,
would bave done the same before now, as they are coming
on, had their progress not been retarded by the weatber,
which has been rainy for several days past. I have scouts
and detachments constantly out to harass them and watch
their motions, and to gain, if possible, intelligence of their
designs.

Colonel Miles, who has been permitted to go to Phila-
delphia for a few days by General Howe, will deliveryou
this, and inform you of the distresses of our prisoners, and the
necessity of effecting their exchange as far as we ha\'e pris-
oners to give in return, By a letter from the Board of War
on the subject of an exchange, they mention that several of
the prisoners in our hands have inlisted. It is a measure I
think that cannot be justified, though the precedent is fur-
nished on tbe side of the enemy; nor do I conceive it good
in point of policy; but as it has been done, I sballleave it
with Congress to order them to be returned or not as tbey
shall judge fit.

I have the honour to
most obedient servant,

be, with great respect, sir, your

Go. WASHINGTON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL LEE.

Newark, November 27th, 1776.

DEARSIR: I last night received the favour of your letter
of the 25th. My former letters were so full and explicit, as
to the necessity of your marching as early as possible, that
it is unnecessary to add more on that head. I confess I
expected you would have been sooner in motion. The
force here, when joined by yours, will not be adequate to
any great opposition; at present it is weak, and it has been
more owing to the badness of the weather that the enemy's
progress has been checked, than any resistance we could
make. They are now pushing this way; part of 'em have
passed the Passaic. Their plan is not entirely unfolded,
but I shall not be surprised if Philadelphia should turn out
the object of their movement. The distress of the troops
for wallt of clothes I feel much; but what can I do?
Having formedan enterprise against Rogers, &c., I wish you
may have succeeded.

1 am, dear sir, with great esteem, your most obedient
servant, Go. WASHINGTON.
To Major-General Lee.

COLONEL HARRISON TO GENERAL I{EATH.

Newark, November 27th, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: The situation of affairs on this side
Hudson's river requiring that we should have the assistance
of the division under General Lee, his Excellency requests
that YOllwiII mention to General Scott the expediency of

his brigade's continuing in service with you, for fi~teen or
twenty days more than they first engaged for. The ]mpol't~
ance of the measure will be obvious to General Scott, and
his Excellency is well assured that his exertions will be
employed to influence his troops to stay. Manyadvanta-
ges wi\] be derived from it. On tbe other hand, their depart-
ure at this time, when the weather is so favourable to the
enemy's plans, may be foUowed with sundry bad and alarm-
Illg consequences.

I am, sir, vel'y respectfully, your most obedient servant,
ROBERT H. HARRISON.

The Honourable Major-General Heath, at Peekskill.

GOVER~OUR TRYON TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN.

New-York, 27th November, 1776.

My LORD: The enclosed plan of Fort Ge01-ge, [in tIle
city of New- York,] with the works on the lower battery and
the intermediate buildings, will exhibit a plat of ground
which I esteem, upon a settlement of the present war, would
be extremely advisable to be secured as Crown Janel.

The fort, with proper buildings, might contain the King's
arsenal and armory ; and when all the buildings and bar-
racks now standing"are demolished, a proper esplanade migbt
be marked out for the soldiery, and a handsome range of
barracks constructed for as many men as might be thought
proper for a ~tanding garrj~on. .

The in habltants who claim the property Jll the hOllses and
lots in .Pearl street and buildings adjoining, might probably
be satisfied out of the Rebel tenements within the city, upon
confiscation.

By this arrangement, YOllr Lordship will observe, the sol-
dier would be kept distinct from the citizen, and the com-
mercial interest of the town not in the least injured, as no
docks or wharves have ever been built where the line at
works border on the East and North River. AIl the ground
witbin the dotted black line, from 1T7titehall to the Nort/~
River, is proposed to be reserved to the Crown for the pur-
poses above-mentioned.

I am, with all possible respect, my Lord, youI' Lordship'i3
most obedient p,nd very bumble servant,

WM. TRYON.

Lord George Germain.

GENERAL LEE 'IO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COUNCIL.

Camp PhillipsboWg, 27th November, 1776.

SIR: As the wbole fate of America depends on the
speedy completion of the new Army, all considerations ought
undoubtedly to be postponed to this object. The officers
(and indeed it must necessarily be so) are of opinion that
notbiner impedes the recruiting of the Army so much as the
presen~ rage for privateering; that unless this is in some
measure checked, it js in vain to expect any success. I
would therefore humbly refer to your consideration whether
it is not expedient to lay a temporary embargo on privateers
until the regiments of each State are completed. Our situ-
ation is so de]icate and alarming, and the absolute necessity
of the Army's being raised without delay so obvious, that
you wiII excuse the liberty I take in proposing the only
mode which occurs to me.

I am, with the greatest respect, your most obedient,
CHARLESLEE.

To the honourable the President of the Council of the State
of New-Hampshire.

[The 8~me to the Hon. James Bowdoin, President of tbe Council of the
State of .Massachustlts-B"y; and to the Hon, Jonathan Trumbull, Esq.,
Governour of Connecticut State.]

GE~ERAL HEATH TO GENERAL SCOTT.

Peekskill, Novemher 27th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I received your favour of yesterday's date
late the last evening, and would have wrote you an answer,
but had jllst received despatches from Head-Quarters, and
an express being in waiti.ng to go t~ that place, my time until
midnicrht was taken up III completlllg my letters..

I n~\Vthank YOIlfor tbe intelligence you have given me.
As to the report of an attack on yesterday, I rather think it
to be without foundation, as the express who came fi'om
Head-Quarters heard nothing of it. I have recei\'ed a
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signification of his Excellency's approbation of the disposition
of my division, and that he never meant that any troops
should march from my post.

Our present situation will not allow me to send over any
more troops at present, and r imagine that General Lee's
division will very soon pass over. I shaH order Captain
Treadwell over with a field-piece, if the enemy should
attempt to advance. You wiH secure the passages through
the mountains, sending a regiment or two to reinforce Colo-
nel Huntington. You will please to inform the inhabitants
that every assistance shall be afforded them; and you are
desired to prevent any abuses by the destruction of fences
or property of any kind.

I wish your app1ication to Convention may answer your
expectations. Sad experience has taught me but little is to
be expected from those whose time of inlistment is expired.

General Clinton willorder twoor three of hisLight-Horse
to attend you for the purpose of carrying expresses, &c.

I am, dear sir, with respect and esteem, your most humble
servant, W. HEATH.
General Scott.'

ORDERS TO CAPTAIN TREADWELL.

Peekskill, November 27th, 1776.

SIR: Upon receipt hereof you are immediately to move
over the river, with the three-pounder, and a proper number
of men to work it, and join General Scott's brigade, where
you will remain until further orders.

I am, sir, your humble servant,

Captain Treadwell.

W. HEATH.

CAPTAIN SACKET TO ROBERT YATES.

PeekskilJ, 27th November, 1776.

SIR: By desire of Colonel Livingston, I have to inform
you that Lieutenant Ebenezer lUau, who was appointed to
our regiment, has declined serving. Joshua Drake's resig-
nation, who was appointed Ensign to my company, Colonel
Livingston informed me he had reported to you. I desired
the Colonel to recommend some other person to you, to
supply the place of Mr. Drake, but he told me any person
I should think capable would be agreeable to him, and did
not doubt a recommendation from me would be sufficient,
a'3it was by his desire. I therefore take the liberty to men-
tion to you MI'. Gilbert Strang, as a very fit person for an
officer. His abilities render him capable of making a figure
in military life, and I doubt not his exerting himself for his
country's good. I should take it a particular favour to have
him appointed ensign to my company, for which purpose he
now waits upon you.

With due respect, I am, sir, yonr most obedient servant,
SAMUELSACKET,Captain 4th Regimemt.

PIERRE VAN CORTLA"NDT TO GENERAL HEATH.

In Committee of Safety for the State of New-York, ~
Fi~hkiJI, November the 27th, 1776. 5

SIR: I have the honour to transmit to you the enclosed
resolutions, respecting a party of Colonel Bradley's regi-
ment who lately came to this place. Several of the mem-
bers have taken the liberty to advise one of the Lieutenants
to repair to Peekskill, with such of his men as are fit for
duty. I presume he waits for a more formal command.

We have directed a physician here to take care of the
sick until your directions are received. This small villaae
is so crowded, that it is badly calculated for a hospital, a~d
we fear the present mode of relieving the sick will be very
expensIve.

I am, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant,
PIERRE VANCORUANDT,Vice President.

The Honourable Major-General Heath.

In Committee of Safety for the State of N ew York, ~
Fishkill, November27th, 1776. 5

'Whereas, this Convention is informed that about one
hundred Soldiers, belonging to Colonel Bradley's regiment,
from Connecticut, under the care of Lieutenant ,
are come to this place, without orders, some of whom are
said to be sick; and a pp]ication being made to this com-
mittee to provide a physician for them:

Resolved, That Doctor Graham be authorized to visit
and take care of the said sick Soldiers fur three days. That
a letter be immediately despatched to General Heath, in-
forming him of the above circumstances, and that he will
give his directions for disposing of such of the men of the
said Regiment now at this place as are in health, and for
taking care of the sick.

Extract from the Minl1tes :
JOHN McKESSON, SecretaI'll.

GENERAL ST. CLAIR TO GENERAL GATES.

Esopus, November 27th, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: Your favour of the Q5th I receivedlast
night by Mr. Hughes, and immediately sent an express to
New-Windsor to stop the Jersey regiments that were gone
on to that place, and for which I am setting out this mo-
ment. I shall not fail to do every thing in my power to
inspirit the troops; but I doubt very much they will not
easily be kept together. I hope to get them to General
Washington's Army, and if they once come in sight of the
enemy they will be satisfied.

A report prevails that there was an action near Hacken-
sack on Thursday last, in which the enemy were worsted,
with great loss on both sides. If we have kept our ground,
'twill raise the spirits of the troops.

I wish you an agreeable journey, and am, with the great-
est esteem, dear General, your most obedient servant,

An. ST. CLAIR.

GENERAL GATES TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 6th December, 1776.]

Albany, 27th November, 1776.

SIR: I have the honour to request your Excellency to
acquaint Congress that Colonel Wigglesworth returned the
lith instant to Tyonderoga witb tbe flag of truce I sent by
him to Isle-au-Noi. He brought the enclosed insolent
paper, and three of our prisoners, one an 'Ensign (Good-
love) of Colonel Dayton's regiment, who was taken upon
a scout to Oswego in September Jast.

Assured, on the information of Colonel Wigglesworth, that
the enemy's fleet was disarmed and laid up, and their troops
marched into winter quarters, and considering tbe miserable
state of our magazine of provisions, I determined to move
the Army by degrees towards Albany, to be ready to be
marched thence into winter quarters, or be at hand to suc-
cour the southern Army, as occasion might require, having
previously, by General Schuyler's orders, sent Brigadier-
General St. Clair, with De Haas's aod the First and
Second Jersey regiments, to Albany. The folJowina eight
Continental regiments will be here in a day or two: Bond's,
Porter's, Bedel's, Stark's, Poor's, Greaton's, and Patter-
son's. Vessels are providing fOl' them here to transport
them without delay to .New-Windsor, and I shall propose
to march them to General WasMngton's Army.

The ten Militia regiments under General Bricket, whose
term of inlistment expires next Saturday, will march by the
following routes to their respective States: Wingate's and
TVyman's, from New-Hampshire, by the new road that leads
from the foot of ]}lount Independence to Number Four;
SlI

.

'ifi
.

t's and ]}lott's, of Connecticut, go by Skeen$borollgh
and Bennington; Brewer's, Willard's, Read's, Wiggles-
worth's, Wheelock's, and Woodbridge's, march to this town,
and go through the Green Woods to their State, provided the
exigency of afl:'airs to the southward does not make it una-
voidably necessary to request their further service that way.
I bave tbat confidence in them to believe that, with the
assistanceof General Bricket, I shall be ableto prevailupon
most of them to embark for New- Tf'indsor,provided the
river is not closed with ice before they get here. The first
of these are but just arrived at Fort George, all the boats
on that lake having been hitherto employed in transporting
the Continental regiments above-mentioned.

An express I have just received from T!fonderoga, ac-
quaints me that Lalce Champlain is closed with ice, as low
as Three-]}file Point, so tbat all is secure in that quarter
until the beginning of lUay.

As I doubt not but Congress will take proper measures to
replace the regiments whose term of service expires tbe 31st
December next, and which are now part of the garrison of
T!fonderoga. The following are the regiments destined
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for that service: Wayne's, Wood's, Dayton's, Irwin's, Bur-
rell's, and Whitcomb's. Dayton's is engaged until ~[arch;
Bnrrell's tillFebruary; and the rest until the last of Decem-
ber. I have fixed Colonel Wayne in the command at Ty-
onderoga. He is a capable, good officer, and bas health
and strength fit to enCQunterthe inclemency of that cold
inhospitable region.

General Arnold, who is now here, is anxious,after his
very long absence, to see his family, and settle his publick
accounts. Should the motions of the enemy make l1ispre-
sence necessary below, I know his zeal for the service will
outweigh all other considerations, and induce him to take the
route that leads to them. .

I have this instant received an order from Major-General
Schuyler, to embark with the eight Continental regiments
above-mentioned for New- Windsor. The vessels are some
of them ready, and two regiments will embark this day.

I am, sir,your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,
HORATIO GATES.

GENERAL ORDERS-NORTHERN ARMY.

Head-Q.llarters, November 6,1776.

(Parole, Franklin.) (Countersign, Lynch.)

The General directs that each regiment and corps cut
and fetch their own fire-wood for a few days, till the Assist-
ant Deputy Quartermaster-General can collect a sufficient
quantity to begin issuing that article in a proper and regular
manner. Boats and axes will be furnished to those who
need them for that purpose. In the mean time the guard
at the wood-yard is to suffer no officer or soldier to take
any wood, without producing a written order from the Assist-
ant Deputy Quartermaster-General.

Second Lieutenant Nathaniel Donnell is appointed First
Lieutenant of the company of Pennsylvania Artillery, vice
Lieutenant Willow, resigned.

Second Lieutenant Barr to be Second Lieutenant, vice
Lieutenant Donnell, advanced.

Mr. A. Caldwell, Conductor, ti:>be Second Lieutenant,
vice Lieutenant Barr, advanced.

James Barr, a soldier of Captain Hayne's company, in
Colonel Whitcomb's regiment, tried by the General Court
Martial, of which Lieutenant-Colonel Craig is President,
on an appeal from a Regimental Court-Martial, for quit-
ting his regiment without a discharge and enlisting in another
regiment, is acqu1tted.

Zebedee Harman, Mate, William Pownall, Boats\vain,
William Tripp and Nicholas Colbert, Seamen, of the fleet,
tried by the same General Court Martial for mutiny, wi~h-
ing the enemy might come, and saying they would not fight
against them on board the vessels, are also found guilty and
sentenced-Z. Harman, Mate, to be broken and return to
his former regiment, and there do private's duty; Pownall
to receive seventy-eight lashes on his bare back and do duty
as a private in his former regiment; Tripp and Colbert
each to receive seventy-eigbt lashes on the bare back, and
return to their duty on board. The General approves their
proceedings, and orders the corporal punishment to be inflicted
this afternoon; the criminals to be whipped from vessel to
vessel, receiving R part of theil; punishment on board each.

Field Officer for Ticonderoga to-morrow, Major De
Hart. Brigade Major, Ryan.

Field Officer /OrMount Independence, Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Worthington. Brigade Major, Hunt.

Head-Q.uarter8, November 7,1776.
(Parole, Wibon.) (Countersign, Sherman.)

The General returns his thanks to the officers and sol-
diers of the First New-Jersey Battalion, who remain with
tbe Army, for the honoorand publickspirit they showed in
disdaining to follow the infamous example of their Colonel,
and the deluded soldiers who followed him yesterday. The
General would inform them, that the drums were beat by
his order, in derision of the few who had the baseness to
quit their post in this time of danger.

Officer of the day for Ticonderoga to-morrow, Major
Rhea. Brigade Major, Brown.

Officer of the day on Mount Independence, Major Sher-
burne. Brigade Major, Walker. ,

The batteau guard to be increased to-morrow to one
subaltern and twenty-one privates. They are to place sen-
tries at the wood-yard as well as the boats.

Head-Q.uarters, November 8, ]776.
(I'orolc, Gerry.) (Countersign, Chase.)

The Majors of Brigade will be particularlycareful that
the weekly returns to-morrow are complete and correct,
noting all alterations since the last retufn, all vacancies, and
absencesof officers,&c.

The Colonels of Militia will likewise d"liver in to the Dep-
uty Adjutant-General at orderly time to-morrow, exact
returns of their corps.

Field Officer of the day for Ticonderoga to-morrow
Major Butler. Brigade Major, Ryan. '

Field Officer for :Mount Independence, Major Cilley.
Brigade Major, Howell.

Head-Quarters, November 9, ]776.
(Parole, Grafton.) (Countersign,Cumberland.)

Field Officer of the day for Ticonderoga to-morrow,
Major P. Frazier. Brigade-Major, Brown.

Field Officer of the day on Mount Independence, Major
Hale. Brigade-Major, Hunt.

The foJlowing promotions are ordered to take place in
Colonel Poor's Regiment:

Second Lieutenant Nathaniel Mc Clintock, Adjutant, vice
Adjutant Parsons, dead. Ensign Colcord, Second Lieu-
tenant, vice Lieutenant Parsons, dead. SerD'eantJ. Meloon
Ensign, vice Lieutenant Colcord,advanced~ Second Lieu:
tenant J. Huntoon, First Lieutenant, vice Lieutenant
:Matthews, cashiered. Ensign Robert Pike, Second Lieu-
tenant, vice Lieutenant Huntoon, advanced. Sergeant-
Major Frost, Ensign, vice Ensign Pike, advanced.

Head-Quarters, November ]0, 1776.
(Paro!e, Falmouth.) (Countersign, Norfolk.)

A vein of prodigious fine black flint-stone being discovered
upon Mount Independence, the General desires the com-
manding officers of regiments will make inquiry if there are
any old countrymen in any of their corps who understand
hammering of gun-flints. Upon such a person or persons
being found,he or they are to be se,nt to the General at
Head-Quarters.

The General Court-Martial now sittIng are immediately
to try the officers and soldiers accused of stealing and killing
Mr. Adams's bullocks. Mr. Adams and Mr. Dow, with all
other evidences, are to be summoned to attend the court.

Field Officer for Ticonderoga to-morrow, Major Stacey.
Brigade Major, Ryan.

Field Officer for Mount Independence, Major Loring.
Brigade Major, Walker.

Head-Qllurters, November 11, 1776.
(Parole, Roxbury.) (Countersign, Cambridge.)

The following promotions are ordered to take place in the
Second Pennsylvania Battalion, viz:

First Lieutenant Samuel Moore, Captain, vice Captain
Craig, promoted. First Lieutenant James Christie, Captain,
vice Captain Butler, promoted. Second Lieutenant Ross
Currie,First Lieutenant, vice Lieutenant ftfoore, advanced.
Second Lieutenant John Craig, First Lieutenant, vice Lieu-
tenant Christie, advanced. Second Lieutenant Henry
Epple, First Lieutenant, vice Lieutenant Chilton, resi!med.
Ensign James Armstrong, Second Lieutenant, vice Lieu-
tenant Currie, advanced. Ensign George Hoffner, Second
Lieutenant, vice Lieutenant Craig, advanced. EnsiO'n
Marshall, Second Lieutenant, vice Lieutenant Epple, ad-
vanced. Mr. Abner Dunn, Ensign, vice Ensign Arm-'
stronf!, advanced. Mr. James Otis, Ensign, vice Ensign
HojJner, advanced.

Field Officer of the day for Ticonderoga, Major Rogers.
Brigade Major, Brown.

Field Officer on Mount Independence, Major :Moore.
Brigade Major, Howell.

Head-Q.uurters-, November 12,1776.
(Parole, Hamilton.) (Countersign, WaUccT.)

Lieutenant-ColQnel White, Captain PattersQn, Captain
Boss, and Lieutenant Gordon, of Colonel Dayton's regi-
ment, tried at a late General Court-Martial held at Albany.
whereof C.olonel Van Schaack was P.resident" for being
concerned m the embezzlement of certam effects belonging
to Sir John Johnson, the court, after due examination,were
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unanimously of opinion that the charge against the prisoners
was malicious and groundless, and therefore acquit them
with honour. His Excellency General Washington has
approved the proceedings of the court-martial, and ordered
this testimony of his approbation to be ins~rted in the gen-
eral orders of the Northern Army.

. No officer whatever of any corps is to recruit fi'om the
regiment commanded by Colonel Dayton.

Major Hay, Captain Bush, of the Sixth Pennsylvania
Battalion, and Mr. Sickles, of the First Jersey Battalion,
are appointed to settle the prices of the goods brought from
Canada, tbat the regiments who received of said goods may
be a,ble to settle their accounts and payment of them.

The General Court-Martial of which Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Craig was President, is dissolved.

FieId Dfficer of the day for Ticonderoga, Colonel Wayne.
Brigade Major, Ryan.

.

Field Officer for Mount Independence, Major Sedgwick.
Brigade-Major.

Head-Quarters, November 13, 1776.
(P. , Warwick.) (Countersign, Bristol.)

The First Battalion of the Pennsylvanians and the First
and Second of the Jersey Battalions, to be taken off duty
and prepare to embark for Fort George as soon as the bat-
teaus are arrived that will be appointed to carry them over
tbe lake. The commanding officers of regiments are to be
answerable for any damage that is done to any of the huts
or buiJdings belonging to their respective corps, The troops
that retUm home shouId be careful to preserve every thing
that can in the least degree be useful to those who remain

.

here.
Those corps which leave the Army are to return in all

their ammunitionto the Commissaryof Artillery.
Tbe guards are to be lessened agreeable to a detail given

~o the Majors of Brigade this day.
Field Officer of tbe day for Ticonderoga, Colonel Wayne.

Brigade Major, Brown.
Field Officer on Mount Independence, Major Sumner.

Brigalle Major, Wafker.

Head-Quarters, November 14, 1776.
(Parole,Putnam.) (Countersign,York.)

Colonel DeHaas's battalion and the First and .Second
Jersey Battalions to embark to-morrow morning, at sunrise,
for Fort George. The General thanks a]) the officers and
soldiers of those regiments now upon this ground, for tbeir
readiness in complying with his request to remain three
weeks for the defence and security of ,this post after their
term of service was expired. The General in a particular
manner acknowledges the good services of lVIajorDeHart
and the officers and soldiers of the First Jersey Regiment,
who bad the honour and virtue not to follow their Colonel
to winter quarters.

Colonel Greaton's, late Colonel Bond's, and Colonel
Porter's regiment, to be ready to embark fOl'Fort George
to-morrow afternoon, provided there are then a sufficient
number of batteaus to transport them over tbe lake.

Such artificers belonging to any of the corps going into
winter quarters as are willing to remain at this post until the
barracks, &c., are finished, arc to be permitted to do it.
Colonel Baldwin, Chief Engineer, wi]) pay and discharge
them when business so necessary to the publick is completed.

Field Officer of the day for Ticonderoga, Colonel Whit-
comb; Brigade-Major, Brown.

Field Officer for Mount Independence, Colonel Phinney;
Brigade Major, Hunt.

Head-Quarters, November 15,1776.
(Parole, Littleton.) (Conntersign, Thoma..)

Captain Neilson's company of Riflemen is to be joined
to and do duty witb the Fourth Battalion of Pennsylvanians,
commanded by Colone! Wayne.

Colonel Greaton's, late Colonel Bond's, and Colonel
Porter's regiments are not to march until further orders.

Colonel Stark's, Poor's, and Reed',~ regiments, will be
ready to marcb to-mot'row morning, at eigbt o'clock, to the
landing at Lake George, where boats are provided to trans-
port them over the lake.

Field Officer of the day to-morrow morning for Ticonde-
roga, Colonel Woodbridge.

.
. .

Field Officer for ltIount Independence, Colonel fJ.'yngate.
Brigade Major, Walker.

Head-Quarters, November 16, 1776,
(Parole, Cha".) .. (Conntersign, Carroll.)

Any non-commissioned officersQr soldiers inlisted from
the regimentswho are eo gaged to serve until the last of
December, are not to have furloughs before. their present
term of service is expired; but any who are inlisted from
the ten regiments of Militia, whose term of service expires
the last day of this month, sha]) imroediately thereupon
receive furloughs from the commanding officer of the regi-
ment they engage to serve in for Qne mm1tb from .the date
of said furlough. This is to be a standing order not to be
departed from,

A General Court-Martial,taken from the two brigades
on the Ticonderoga side, to sit to-morrow morning, at nine
o'clock,at the President's bouse,for the trialof SI,II::hprison-
ers as shall be brought before us. President: Colonel
Wood. Members: two Field Officers and ten Captains.
An Adjutant and Orderly Sergeants from the two brigades
to attend alternately.

Field Officer of the day to-morrow for Ticonderoga,
Colonel Dayton; Brigade-Major, Brown.

Field Officer for Mount Independence, Colonel TJ'y.
man; Brigade-Major, First Brigade.

After Orders.-James Witherspoon, Esq., is appointed
Major of Brigade to Brigadier-General Maxwell, and is to
be obeyed as sucb.

HeRd:~uarters, November 17, 1776.
(Parole, Lynch.) (Countersign, Franklin.)

Colonel Greaton's, late Colonel Bond's, and Colonel
Porter's regiments are to march to-morrow morning to Lake
George, where boats will be provided for their immediate
embarkation.

Captain Joseph Bloomfield is appointed Deputy "Judge-
Advocate of this Army.

Colonel Wood being unweIl, Lieutenant-Colon-e! White
is appointed President of tbe General Court-Martial in his
place.

Field Officer of the day for Ticonderoga, Colonel Wood-
bridge; Brigade-Major, Ryan.

Field Officer on tbe Mount, Colonel Swift; Brigade Ma-
jor, Walker.

Head-Quarters, November 18,1776.
(Parole, The Congress,) (Countersign,Independence.)

The following regiments are to hold themsel yes in readi-
ness to marchand embark at Lake George as soon as boats
can be provided for that purpose:

.

First division: Patterson's, Phl~nney's and Beaders.
Second division: Read's and Wigglesworth's.
Third division: Wheelock's and Woodbridge's.
Fourth division: Brewer's and Willard's.
Fifth division: Swift's and Mott's.
The sixth division, consisting of Wingate's and Wyman's,

to march by the shortest and best road to the State of New-
Hampshire.

Colonel Anthony Wayne will immediately take the com-
mand of the remain ing regiments, Light Infantry, Artillery,
Artificers, &c., which are to compose the garrisons of Ticon-
deroga and ltlount Independence.

ltlichael Ryan, Esq., is appointed Brigade-Major for the
garrisons of Ticonderoga and ltlount Independence, and to
be obeyed as sllcb.

Colonel Wayne will immediately order Major Persifer
Frazier, Captain Thomas Moore, and Captain Bunner, to
appraise, on oath, all the articles of clothing in the garri-
son of Ticonderoga, belonging to the United States, and
order the same to be delivered to George ]}Jeasam, Esq.,
Commissary-General of Clothing, taking his receipt for the
same, which is to be delivered to Colonel. Wayne, to be by
him sent to the Treasury Office in Philadelphia, pursuant
to an order of Congress

The clerks of the different dry goods stores are to attend
upon this occasion.

Captain Talbot and Lieutenant Ertvin have permission
to be absent from the regiment.
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WILLIAM EDMISTON TO GENERAL GATES.
Albany, November 27,1776.

DEARSIR: 1 must request you will be so kind as to pro-
cure me leave to go to General Howe, on my own pri\.ate
aff:lirs, and I wiJI return at any specified time. I have the
more reason to expect this indulgence, as I was not taken
in arms, nor acting agamst the States of America, and more
especially as the conduct of the King's Generals, viz:
Howe and Carleton, has set so good an example, by suffer-
ing Generals Thompson, Sullivan, Waterbury, with number-
less other officers, who were a1l taken in arms, not only to
return to their own private affairs, but to remain tlwre until
an exchaJ1gecan take place. These matters considering, I
therefore flatter myself you will do every thing in your power
to obtain my request; as you are very sensible that my
interest is suffering, and that the legislative body of these
Colonies cannot, nor do not, mean to levy war against indi-
viduals, but against the united body of the British nation.

I have the honour to be, dear sir, your most obedient and
most humble servant, ur E. "ILLIAM D~nSTON.

HENRY Q,UACKENBOSS TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Albany, November 27th, 1776.

SIR: In consequence of a resolution of the Committee of
Safety for the State of New- York, bearing date the 9th
Ot-tober last, I have purchased sundry goods agreeable to
the enclosed bi1lof parcels, and shall be glad you favour [11e
with the amount which accompanies the enclosed bill of
parcels.

Your order respecting the delivery of said goods shall be
punctually observed by your humble servant,

HENRY QUACKENBOSS.

Honourable President of the Convention for the State of
New- York.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL GATES.

Sa.ratoga, November 27, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: Colonel Trumbull delivered me your
favour of yesterday's date. If the mast(:)rsof sloops will not
freely take down the troops, Colonel Lewis must make use
of coercive measures to oblige them, for the service must not
suffer through the ill-timed wilfulness of any person what-
ever.

Five hundred barrels of flour were still left at Fort Ed-
ward on the ;l4th, and I fear very little is gone since, as
many of the wagons are come away, and none gone up. If
the garrison of Tyonderoga suffer for want of a proper
supply, the blame will fall on Colonel Lewis, as it is his
business, not mine, to forward provisions.

As my presence is much more required to the northward
than anywhere else, I cannot go down. at present. As
General Chevelier de Fermois will probably be up before I
lihall set out for Philadelphia, and as you are anxious to
go with the troops, you will please to embark with the last
of them.

I am, dear General, very sincerely,
humble servant,

Honourable General Gatcs.

your most obedient

PH. SCH(iYLER.

PROVIDENCE (RHODE-ISLAND) TOWN-MEETING.

At Ii town-meeting of the town of Providence, legally
warned and assembled, on the ;l7th day of November, A. D.
1776, Colonel Jabez Bowen Moderator.

Whereas the General Assembly at their last session passed
an act ordering a regiment of men to be immediately raised
for the defence of the State, to consist of six men out of
every hundred throughout the State able to bear arms, and
directed that town-meetings should be caHed to carry said
act into immediate execution; and this meetiniT beine, assem-. .

r-> /::)

bled for thIs purpose:
It is Voted and Resolved, That tbis town will immedi-

ately raise forty-three men, including officers, being tbeir
quota of the said regiment, pursuant to said act of Assem-
b]y.

And as an encouragement to the men immediately to
inlist into said regiment:

It is Votcd and Resolved, That every person who shall

inlist himself as a private soldier into the said regiment pur-
suant to said act of Assembly, shall be allowed twenty dol-
lars as a bounty, and that tbe Town Treqsurer be directed
and empowered to hire the sum of two hundred and fifty
pounds for this purpose.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO GOVERNOUR COOK}:.
Newport, November 27th, 1776.

SIR: I sent an officer with my orders to take up and
bring on board the fleet some deserters who inlisted out of
the Army, and received their month's pay; and he took up
seven at Warwick, and brought as far as tbe fuHing Inill,
where a number of the inhabitants got together, and took
the men away from him. The names of tbe men taken
away are as follows: John Joyce, John Allen, Benjamin
Howard, Abel Bennet, George Burgess, Wm. Jafres, and
Job Bridge. And the followingmen have likewise deserted:
Benj. Weldale, Joseph Braymour, Arthur King, Decrfy
Spraigue, Daniel Fones, Win. Chadseg, David Relph and
William Jacklyn. '

I make no doubt but your Honour will give the necessary
orders to,have them taken up an~ sent on, board the ships.
If you wIll please to let me know If you will (rive orders for
the above purpose, you will oblige your humble servant.

I send you by Creetman two officers in the s(:)rvice of
George the Third, which you will order taken care of as you
think fit.

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
ESEK HOPKINS.

To the Honourable Nicholas CooKe, Esq., Governour of the
State of Rhode-Island, at Providence.

Narrative of Mr. LAMONT'SObservations during the time he
was a prisoner in MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,viz: from the
2;ld OjSEPTE)ffiER tilllhe ;l7th of NOVEMBERlast. Mr.
LAMONTcommanded a ship from GLASGOW.

Upon the 6th of November two Continental men-of-war
lay at Newp~rt, Rhode-Island; the one carries thirty-six
twelve ami eighteen pounders; the other thirty-two nine
and twelve pounders, nearly manned, with every thinO'else
on board fit for the sea, which they were to scour;f the
English frigates. Between that place and Providence I
was told there were upwards of fifty privateers, of differ~nt
force and burdens, but chiefly small. From Plymouth there
are ten small privateers, and a brig called the Independence
of fourteen guns, belonging to the Province. '

There sailed from Boston, in the months of October and
November, at different times, about fortv privateers amonlTst
which was the ship Zachary Bailey, "forr,nerlyof Lond~n,
now the Boston, of twenty-four guns; she sailed about the
1st of November upon her cruise, which was intended be-
twixt Cape Finisterre and Madeira. She took under her
convoy the ship Hope, Lumsdale late master, who was taken
wi.th powder an? stores for the B,ritishArmy, and a large
brIg, both of whICh were loaded wIth fish and lumber for the
French West~Indies. About this time arrived a sloop and
brig, belonging to this Province, from Cape Nichola Mole
with molasses and rum, each of which had a French as welj
as New-England master on board, with several French
officers for the Continental Army; and near this time also
arrived a French sloop with warlike stores, and another at
Newbury; these were cleared for the Island of St. Peter,
as well as the other two.

About the 20th of October the BQston, a thirty gun frigate,
came round fromNewbury to Boston, to fit out under the
com~and C?fCaptain McNe~l; she was navigated by thirty
Enghsh saIlors, whom they Impressed for that service only;
about one hUl.1dred New-Englanders embarked in this ship;
the French officers bore some command, and one of their
independent companies acted as marines. Soon after. her
guns were shipped on board a sloop, and sent roun"d to
N~wbtlry, to be put on b?ard another Continental frigate
fimshed there, to carry thirty-sIx gons, which is daily ex-
pected in: sbe fits out at Boston.

Out of Newbury, Beverly, Salem, and JJfarbleltead are
several privateers upon a cruise, besides the jWassacltll;etts
a Provincial brig of sixteen guns, six-pounders, commanded
by a Captain .~'outer. At these places a !Treat many others
are filting out, viz: at Beverly, the Alfred, formerly of
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Bristol, to carry twenty guns; at Salem, a brig built for one
Campbell, but seized, when launched, as English property;
this brig is to carry sixteen six-poundet.s; with many other
sm,all privateers, sloops, and schooners, of eight, ten, and
twelve guns. At Boston, a ship, formerly the Britannia,
was burnt down to the wale, but now rebuilt, and is to carry
thirty guns, which are not all procured; it was said she was
to go to France to finish her outfit, and afterwards to cruise
in a southern latitude for Indiamen. At this place are aJso
the Isaac, formerly of Liverpool; she is to carry twenty-four
guns, which are not yet procured; and the Anna-Bella,
formerly of Glasgow, taken with troops; she carries eighteen
six-pounders, and was ready for sea the 20th of November,
with many other brigs, sloops, and schooners. There were
also fitted for a voyage to Virginia and France, the ships
formerly Lord Howe and George of Glasg,ow, the Anna-
,Maria, Lady Juliana, Picarl-Y, Earl of 1!.rrol, and Cam-
den, of London; and two others at Salem. The Julius
Ca;sar,of London, Captain Uzald, who, though shemounted
ten iron guns, showed eighteen wooden ones, andhadtwenty-
seven men, all ready to engage, struck to a force far inferiour
without firing one gun; she is now fitting out as a privateer,
to carry eighteen 01'twenty guns.

The Congress, wben they issued commissions for priva-
teers, made a law, that persons taken in prizes should have
their privatead\'enture restoredthem. This was observed
to a great many taken at first, and stiJl is by Continental
and Provincial vessels; but this act was amended by leav-
ing something discretionary to the captors, since which they
generally find some way to avoid giving them any thing; and
it was resolved in Council, and recommended to the Commit-
tees, to send a1l prisone~ into the country, as far from any
post road as possible, and there, such as cannot maintain
themselves are made to work for their Jiving. Mates of
ships taken, and seamen, are not suffered to depart. They
say they don't impress them into their service; it is true they
don't Jay vio]ent hands upon them, and force tbem on board
their vessels of war, but take a more effectual way, which is
this: they pay them what wages are said to be due them, in
their paper money, on which the poor fellows set no value,
but, sailor-]ike, spend it as fast as possible. When this is
gone, they must starve unless they enter on board their pri-
vateers, which are always ready to receive them. I don't
doubt several enter before it comes to this extremity, but the
greater part do not.

There is another six-and-thirty gun fi'igate buildinO" in
Piscataqua,the finishingof whichwas retarded by the \~ant
of iron, but they have lately got a amall supply from Phila-
delphia, and some ready manufactured, in the Julius Casar,
fromLondon.

~
was toJd there were also building upon

the lakes two fngates to oppose General Carleton in the

shall encourage all the men we can spare' to go. The in-
habitants of that unhappy country, upon the appearance of
Captain Eddy were reduced to the shocking dilemma of
being either plundered and butchered by their fr'iends, or of
incurring the highest displeaslll'e of their own Government;
the latter alternative tbey preferred, and now lie exposed to
the rage of an abandoned Administration, of their wicked
instrument. They also inform us that they have high
expectations from our Court, and that Colonel Shaw will
soon arrive to their assistance \vith a sufficient arrl1ament.
We earnestly request your Honours, therefore, in your
great compassion, to send them speedy relief.

"Ve are, your Honours' very humble servants.
By order of the Committee:

WM. TUPPER, Clerk.

To the Honourable Council and House of Assemb]y of the
State of Massachusetts-Bay.

SILAS DEANE TO THE SECRET COMl\HTTEE.
Paris, November 28th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Your favour of 7th August last, covering
copy of yours of the 8th July, I received, though the original
never came to hand. This letter also enclosed the Decla-
ration of Independency, with instructions to make it known
to this and the other Powers of Europe, and I received it the
7th instant, though tbe vessel that brought it had but thirty-
eight days passage from Salem.

This letter was very far from relieving me, as it enclosed

what had been circulated through Europe for two months
before, and my pretending to inform this Court would be
on]y a matter of form, in consequence of your orders, which
were expressed in the style of any common affair. I cer-
tainly prefer, and must on all occasions use, simplicity of
style as well as manners; but something is due to the dignity
of o]d and powerful States, or, if you please, to their prejudices

in favour of long-accustomed form and etiquette. And as
tbe United States of America, by this introduce themselves
a.mong the established Pow.ers, and rank with them, it must
of course be expected that at the first introduction, or the
announcing of it, some mode more formal, or, if I may say,
respectful, would have been made use of, than simp]y two
or tbree Jines from the Committee of Congress, in a letter
something more apparently authentick, not that either your
power or the reality of your Jetter could be doubted. I
mention this as something deserving of serious consideration,
whether in your appJications here and your powers and
instructions of a publick nature, it is not always proper to
use a sea]? This is a very ancient custom in all publick
and even private concerns, of any consequence; further, to
keep a proper intercourse with Europe, it is by no means
sufficient to write a single letter, and leave it to be forwarded
when the Captain of the vessel thinks of it, or has nothing
else to do; duplicates of every letter should be lodged in
every port, in the hands of faithful and attentive persons, to
be forwarded by the first conveyance toany part of Europe.
Had tbis been practised since my leaving America, instead
of receiving but two sbort letters from you, I might have
had intelligenee every month. Let me urge you, from the
danger our affairs have been in of totally miscarryingfor
want of intelligence,to pay some attention to this in future.
As tbe copy was dated tbe 8th July, I took occasion to
observe that the bonourable Congress had taken the earJiest
opportunity of informing this Court of tbe declaration of
their independency, and that the variety of important affairs
before Congress, with the critical situation of the armies in
their neighbourhood, and the obstructions of their commerce,
had prevented that intelligence which ba'd been wished fol',
but tbe present serve to show the early and principalatten-
tion of the United States to this Court; and as their inde-

WILLIAM TUPPER TO THE MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY. pendency was now in form declared, the queries I had for-
Machias, November 27.1776. merJy put in consequence of my first instructionsmight

HONOUREDGENTLE~IEN: The Committee of Safety for now be resolved, and I hoped favourably. To this I was
the County of Cumberland,in Nova-Scotia, have represented answered, unless France, by a publick acknowledgment of
to us the extreme difficultiesthey have laboured under by your independency, makes war on Great Britain in your
means of theirjoining with Captain Eddy's party, and have favour, what service can such acknowledgment be of to the
very importunately requested all possible aid from us and United States? You are known here; our ports are open
every body able to afford tbem the least assistance. And and free for your commerce,and yourships are protectedin
though we do not altogether approve of Captain Eddy's them, and greater indu]gences allowed than to any other
going there in so]oosea manner, and with so small a party, nations. If Franceshouldbe obligedto makewar on Eng-
yet we are disposed to help them so far as we are able, and land, it will be much more just and honourable, in the eyes

FIFTH SERlES.- VOL. III. 56

sprmg.
I was greatly mortified in attending their Court of Admi-

ralty in Salem, at a trial, where a prize ship was claimed by
some people in the country. The counsel for the privateer
produced a register taken out in the name of Lane, Son ~
:Fraser, London, in proof of her being British property.
The counsel for the claimers affirmed that the reO"ister was
only a sham one to prevent her being taken byEnglish
men-of-war, and that the property still rested in the claim-
ers. The counsel for the privateer demanded to know how
any such sham register could be procured, seeing that an
oath was always made, that the personsnamed in the regis-
ter were the sole owners thereof; to which the counsel for the
claimers replied, that he could get the people in England
to perjure themseh'es, or do any thing, for money. After
long disputing, the ship was decreed to the claimers, and the
cargo to the privateer.
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of the world, to make it on some other account; and if made
at all, it is the same thing to the United States of America,
and in one important view better for tbem to have it originate
from any other cause, as America will be undet" the less
immediate obligation. Furtber, France bas alliances and
cannot reso!\'e a question which must perhaps involve her in
a war, without previOllslyconsulting them; mean time the
United States can receive the same succours and assistance
from France without, as well as with, such an open acknow-
ledgment, perbaps mllch more advantageously. To this
and such like arguments I had the less to reply, as you
informed me that articles for a propo$ed alliance with France
were under consideration, and tbat I might SOOnexpect
them. I was further told that the Swiss Cantons, though
in every respect free and independent States for several
centuries, had not to this hour been acknowledged as such
by any pub1ick act, by anyone Power in Europe, except
France, and tbat neither the Revolution in the United Prov-
inces or Portugal, had been attended with any such acknowl-
edgment, though the Powers of Europe in both cases lent
their aid. I replied that I could not urge a formal acknowl-
edgment so long as the same ends could be obtained, and
without tbe inconveniences hinted at; besid~s, as I daily
expected further instructions, would reserve myself until
their arrival.

The apprehensions of the United States negotiating has
done liS mut;h damage, and tbe interview at New- York said
to bave been between a Commissioner of Congress and the
two brothers, however politick tbe step in America, was
made use of to QUI'prejudice in burope, at this Court in
particular, as it has been for some time asserted by Lord
Stormont and otbers, that a negotiation would take place,
and as far as this is believed, so far our cause has suffered,
and oU\'friends staggered in their resolutions. .My opiuion
is, that the House of Bourbon, in every branch, will be our
friends; it is thdr interest to humble Great Britain.

I am again haunted with 'Williamson, who certainly has
the confidence of some well-meaning people with you, and
as certainly betra.ys it; for he is pimping into every corner
of F,.a.nce, to s~e what is doing, under the pretence of being
a. zealol1sAmerican; and every month or six weeks slips
back to London with his budget, which he unlades at Lord
North's. J dare 110thave him attacked as a spy, as he would
in such case .bl:Jimmediately defended by Lord Stormont,
and J. might be troubled to prosecute; I can only, therefore,
wam you, aQd all Americc1ns,against him. Yesterday it
Wq"roundly affirmed at Versailles that a Jetter was received
in LondvJt from Philadelphia, in which it was said I had
wrote advis.ing the Congress to negotiate, for that I could
obtain no assistance from Europe. You can bardly conceive
bow dill1gerol1seVen such reports are, and how prejudicial
every step that look~ 1i1~eccmfirmingthem.

The importance of America ill every point of view ap-
pears more <lodmore striking to 3.11Europe, but p3.l'ticuJarly
to this kingdom. Enclosed I send you the size of masts
and spars, with the price, which, if it will answer, may be a
certain article of remittance, as may other naval stores; but
I dare not contract with the Marine,as I have nOpowers
therefor, and. am unacquainted with the rate they were
t1sually e,cported to England. A wide field is opening, as
the .Am~rimn I;.QmmBrceis to be free, and I have had many
applications-from many parts on the subject, though few are
disPQsedtQ ~entL!reuntil the close of this campaign, which,
jf it is I]Qtdl:1ci"i~eI\gainst us, our wants will be supplied
anotherseasonat as cheap a rate as ever, but I trust never
more on th.e pld t~rms of long credit.

I am well-njgh harassed to death with applications of
officers to go out (orAm~rica. Those I have engaged are,
I trust, in general, of the best character; but that I should
engage, 01'rather take from the hands of SOmeleading men
here, sOme-one or two. in a number not So accomplished,
cannot be surprising, and may, considering my situation, he
pardonable. But I have no suspicion of any such in my
department of consequence.

I havebeenoffefl~d troops from Germany on the following
general terms; Officers to recruit as for the service of France,
and embark for St. Domingo from Dunkirk, and by aJter-
jng their route land in the American States. The same
has been proposed from Switzerland, to which I could give
no encouragement, but submit it to your consideration in
Congress, whether, if you can establish a credit, as I bave

before hinted, it would not be well to purchase at Leghorn
five or six stout frigates, which might at once transport some
companies of Swiss, a quantity of stores, and the whole be
defended by the Swiss soldiers on their passage? Or if you
prefer Germans, which I reaIly do not, the vesse\smight go
from Dunkirk.

I daily expect important advices from the north, respect~
ing CQromerce at least, having sent to the King of Prussia,
in consequence of a memorial he' ordered his agent here to
show me, and to propose some queries to me, a state of the
North American commel'ce at large.

I have presented memorial after memorial here, until in
my last 1 think I have exhausted the subject, so far as
the present time, having in my last given the history of the
controversy,obviated the objections made against us, and
pointed out the consequencesthat must ensue to France and
.~'pain if. they permitted the Colooies to be subjugated by
their old hereditary enemy. It consists of fifty pages, and
was, after being translated, preseoted to his Majesty and his
Ministers, and I was assured was favourably received and
considered. I presented it about two weeks since, and
whether it has hastened the preparatiODsor not J cannot
say. The Ministry were pleased to say that J had placed
tbe whole in the most striking point of view, and they be-
lieved with greatjustice. I could wish to send you copies
of these, but I have no assistant except occasionally,and
the uncertainty of my situationwill not permit my engaging
for any thing certain to one who might deserve confidence,
and tbose who are deserving are but few. r would advise
in concerns in tbis and other Kingdoms, to have very little
concern with natives of Great Britain, never if to be avoided,
but prefer foreigners. It is more safeand more politick. I
say foreigners, but all are foreigners alike in one sense-I
except Messrs. Delaps, who are, though of Irish extract,
born in France, and have their whole connections here.

Bread will be scarce before the next harvest. Flour is
nOW twenty-two to twenty-three livres per cwt., and to-
bacco is as I have before mentioned. And I promise myself
you will not let slip so favourable an opportunity of making
remittances to advantage. In expectation of your sending
over frigates to convoy your ships, and of your giving some
instructions on what I have wrote you of operations in these
seas, r design being at Bordeaux in ]}larch, when I shaJl be
able to give you the needful directions in any such affair;
but at any rate send out a number of blank commissions for

.,}J'fivateersto be fitted out in Europe under your flag. The
prizes must finaJly be brought to you for condemnation, and
the principal advantage wiJl remain with you.

r bave wrote largely, and on many subjects, yet fear I
have omitted something. If so, must when I write again
recoJlect,on lesser subjects.

I wish I had here one of the best saddle horses of the
American or Rhode-Island breed. A present of that kind
would be money well laid out with a certain personage.
Other curious American productions at this time would,
though trifles in themselves, be of consequence, rightly timed
and placed. I mentioned Mr. Rittenhouse's orrery in a
former letter, and I think Arn()ld's collection of iI]sects, &c.,
&c., but I submit any step of this kind to your mature judg-
ment.

Mons. Du Coudray will be with you by the receipt of
this, with stores complete for thirty thousaod men. The
extraordinary exertions of this gentleman, and his character,
entitle him to much from the United States, and I hope the
sum I have stipulated witb him for, will nQt be considered
extra vagant, when you consider it ismuch less than is given
in Europe.

Baron De Kalb I consider as an important acquisition, as
are many other of the officers whose characters I may not
stay to particularize, but refer you to Baron De Kalb, who
speaksEngHsh,and to MI'. Rogers, who are generallyac-
quainted with them. As to sea officers, they are not so
easily obtained, yet some good ones may be had, and in par-
ticular two; one I have already mentioned, the other is quite
his equal, with some advantages. He was First Lieutenant
of a man-of-war round the world, when Captain Cook sailed
that voyage, and bas since had a ship, but wants to leave
this for other service, where he may make a settlement and
establish a family. These two officers would engage a
number of younger ones. Sbould tbey embark I send here-
with the plans of one of them for the burning of ships. I
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rancan, aTldsent to the port of Toulon, shall be paid for at
the same price, with ten per cent. advance.

Conditions.

ART. 1ST. The masts, small masts, and spars, shall be
obtained from New.England. They shall be well selected
and of good dimensions; they shall be sound, well-propor-
tioned, straight, free from large knots and plugs, as far as pos-
sible. They shall be stripped of their bark, and shall be as
recently felled as it shall be possible to find them. The
masts shall be sent of the length prescribed, without being
cut 01'shortened.

ART. 2. The masts shall be three times aSmany feet long
as they are palms thick in diameter at the large end; and
the diameter shall be taken at one-sixth part of the propor-
tionallength of the mast from the large end, so that a mast
78 feet long, which must have 26 palms diameter, shall
be taken and measured at 13 feet from the large end;
they will have at the sma1l end two-th!rds of the diameter
of the large end; thus the masts of 26 palms at the large
end will be 11l pa]ms at the small end; and the diameter of
the sma1l end shall be taken and measured at three times
as many feet from the large end as there shall be palms in.
thickness; that is to say, for a mast of 26 palms, the diam-
eter of the sma1lend shall be taken at 78 feet from the heel;
and so for all the others.

ART. 3. Ifin the measurement of a mast the small diame-
ter and the length of the mast are not proportionate to the
large diameter found at the sixth part of the mast, the
said mast shall be rece}vedonly for the large diameter which
shall be found proportIOnateto the ]ength, and to the small
diameter; and the excess of masts in palms in diameter at
the small end, and the excess of feet in Jenrrth shall be paid
for according to the rate and the usages of the ports.

ART. 4. In masts of large dimensions, of 22 palms and
upwards, the deficit of 5 to 6 feet in the length, and of 1 or
2 palms in the proportion of the diameter of the large to the
small end, will not cause any reduction; provided always

931 00 tha t in the total of the cargo there are not more than one-
third of the large masts deficient in proportion.

ART. 5. The masts which shall be oval at the place
where the diameter is taken, shall be measured according to
the mean proportion of the largest diameter to the smalJest.

ART. 6. Half palms over and above the palm of 13 lines

333 00 shalJ be counted as entire palms; and nothing shall be
counted under a half palm; so that a mast which shall be

196 00 18~ palms and upwards shall be received for 19; and being
152 00 only 18 palms ,the small progression shall be observed for

the feet accordlllg to the length.
123 00 ART. 7. It shall not be required to furnish masts of 25

93 00 palms and upwards, unless they shall be found of good
quality, and if they be furnished exceedina 29 palms, they
shall be paid for 350 livres for each palm ~ver.

ART. 8. The masts and other munitions.,as well as the
ships which shall transport them, shall be exempt from an
duties formally due; and all necessary passports shall be
issued to this effect.

ART. 9. The masts and other munitions shall be proved,
examined, and measured, by proper officers, according to the
usage of the Navy, and in the manner prescribed by the
regulations; and the said munitions which shaH be found to

6 10 be of good quality in the required proportions shall be re-
ceived in the magazines and paid for at the above prices.

5 10 ART. 10. Those considered inferic:JUr,but which shall be
4 00 proper to be applied to various useful purposes in the ports,

1 05 shall be received there with the reduction and at the ap-
praisement which shalJ be fixed by the officers of the ports,

2 00 it being well understood that.if they be appraised below their
value, the furnishers shall be at liberty to. take them back
and dispose of them as they may think proper.

ART. 11. All defective and absolutely useless munitions

2 00 shall be rejected.
ART. 1~. The four deniers per livre appropriated to the

1 16 Navy pensioners, shall be chargeable to the furnishers, as
well as the fees for receipts and examinations.

submit it to the honourable Congress, who are sensible of

~h: variety.and magnitude of the objects berore me, wlwther
It I? not of Importance to despatch some one of its body to
assIst me or to take a part in his own immediate direction.
I say SOl?~ one of its body, as it will give dignity-rather
support It In a proper manner, when you send persons known
to possess your fulJest confidence, and the advice and assist-
ance of sllch a one in Europe would be of service to me,
though he were, or I were, occasionally at ~Madrid 01'Berlin.
Having obtained some knowledge of the languaae and an
acquaintance with those in power here, as weltas others,
what abilities I have, which are ever devoted to my coun-
try, can be employed here to the best advantage at present;
but I submit my thoughts to your determinations, and am,
with great truth and sincerity,

SILAS DEANE.

SUPPLIES OF MASTS AKD OTHER TIMBERS FROM TIlE NORTH,

NAMELY:

]}lasts,

Of 29 palms,* at three thousand and thirty-eiaht
livres, _ _ _ _ _

- -
_ _

- -
0 _ 3,038 00

Of28 palms, at two thousand eight hundred and
ninety-onelivres, -

. - -- - - -2,891 00
Of 27 palms, at two thousand six hundred and

twenty-seven livres, - -2,627 00
Of 26 palms, at two thousand two hundred and

forty-four livres, - 2,244 00
Of 25 palms, at nineteen hu'ndred and eleven

livres, - - - - 1,911 00
Of 24 palms, at sixteen hundred and sev~nteen

livres, - - - - - - - - - - - - 1,617 00
Of 23 palms, at thirteen hundred and sixty-three

livres,- - - - - - - - - - - -] ,36300
Of ~~ palms, at eleven hundred and twenty-seven

hvres, - - - - - 1,12100
Of 21 palms, at nine hundred and thirty-one

livres,- - - -
Of 20 palms, at six hundred and eighty-one

livres,- - - - - - - - - - - -
Of 19 palms, at five hundred and thirty livres, -
Of 18 palms, at three hundred and eighty livres, -
Of 17 palms,at three hundred and thirty-three

livres,- - - - - - - - - - - -
Of 16 palms, at one hundred and ninety-six

livres,- - - - - - - - - - - -
Of 15 palms, at one hundred and fifty-two livres,
Of 14 palms,at one hundredand twenty-three

livres, -
Of 13 palms, at ninety-three livres, - -

Small Masts,
Of l~ palms, at seventy-eight livres, - -
Of 1I palms,at sixty-eightlivres,- - - -
Of 10 palms,at fifty-ninelivres, - - - - -
Of 9 palms,at forty-ninelivres, - - -
Of 8 palms, at thirty-nine livres,
Of 7 palms, at twenty-nine livres, -

Spars,
or 5 to 6.pal!TIs,from forty-fourto forty-eight

feet, at SIXlInes ten sols, - - - - - -
Idem, from thirty to forty feet, at five livres ten

sols, - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Idem, from three to four palms, at four livres, -
l\Ianchesde gastes,at twenty-6vesols, - - -
Logs sfJuared,fj'om12 to 18 inchesthick,and18

to 40 feet long, at 40s. the solid foot, - - -
Side pieces or planks of different ]enrrths and

br;.adths, sought for a,t Riga, !!etersbl1rg, and
Thbl1rg, from 5 ,to 2 mches thick, exclusively,
forty sols the solid foot, - - - - - - -

Small side-pieces, of 2 inches and under of re-
quiredlengths,- - - - - - : - -

From Dantzic, Hamburg, and Stetin, thirty-four
sols,- - - - - - - - - - - - -

Planks of 9 feet and upwards by 14 to 16 lines
thick,at 34s.thesolidfoot,- - - - - - 1 14

Planks of less than 9 feet, at 32s. the solid foot, - 1 12
The munitions which shall be destined for the ]}[editer-

-The palm is thirteen lines, making one inch one line.

681 00
530 00
380 00

78 00
68 00
59 00
49 00
39 00
29 00

1 14
CONVENTION BE1;'WEEN SILAS DEANE ANDVICOMTE DEII{AUROY.

Nous soussignes, Charles Louis, Vicomte de Mauroy,
Cheva]ier du Rousseau de Fayol, et de Sonneville, ont I'hon-
neur de proposer leur service au tres honorable Conrrres des
Etats Unis de l' A!nerique aux conditions suivante. '"

*
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Le Vicomte de ltlauroy, sera fait major general de I'armee
allx meme appointement, prerogative et honneurs que les
officiersAmericains du meme grade et il aura un supplement
de traitement comme etranger, par lequel il s'en rappol'te a
Ja discretion des Etats.

Illuy sera fouroy av.antson depart de France une samme
de douze mille livres, argent de France, la moitie it titre de
gratification, et !'autre moitie comme une avance sur ces
appointements, les dits appoiotell1ent comrnan<;ant it cOl1l'ir
de ce jour.

. Les sieUt'sChevalier du Rosseau de Fayal et de Sonne-
fJilleserant acceptes comme ses aides-de-camp, Ie premier
avec ranO'de Lieutenant-Colonel, et Ie second avec Ie rang
de Majo;' tous deux avec les appointernent attribues it ces
divers grades, les dits appointement comrnan«;ant a courir
de ce jour.

n sera fourny a chaqu'un de ses aides-de-camp, avant
Jeur depart, une somma de trois mille, au au mains de deux
mille quatre cent livres, argent de Fmnce, pour leur equipe-
ment, moitie it titre de gratification, moitie a compte sur
Jeurs appointernent.

Dans Ie cas au les Etats Americains Unis ne ratifiroient
pas en tout point Ie present arrangemeut, que leur faix fut
faite avec les Anglois it I'arrivee des susdits, ou que des pre-
texte possible les contraignient de revenir en France leur
retour se fera sans difficulte, et les Etats leurs fourniront la
somme necessaire pour la depence de leur retour en Europe.
A ses conditions les susdits denomines promettentde servir
les dits Etats avec tout Ie zele et la fidelite possible, de re-
connolstr_e I'autorite du tres honorable Congres comme
puissance legitime, et de luy obeir ainsy qu'aux. chefs par
luy commis, en tout ce qui leur sera commande pour le.ser-
vice, la defence et la conservation de leur pals.

En foyde quoy nous avons signe Ie present. Fait itParis,
Ie vingt Nov6mbre, mille sept cent soixante seize.

V IC'n: DEMAUROY,
DE ROUSSEAlJ, Ch. de Fayolle.
DE SONNEVILLE.
SILAS DEANE, Agent for the most honour-

able the Congress of the UNITED STATES
OF NORTH AMERICA.

Received of Silas Deane, at Paris, November ;;!6th,six-
teen thousand eight hundred livres on account of the above.

VIC'TE DEMAUROY.

[TRANSLATION. ]

W'e, the undersigned, Charles Louis Vicomte de It-fauroy,
Chevalier du Rousseau de Fayol, and de Sonneville, have
the honour to propose their service to the very honourabJe
Congress of the United States of America, on the following
conditions:

The Vicomte de ltlauroy shaH be made Major-General
afthe Army, with the same pay, prerogatives, and honours,
as the American officersof the same rank, and he shaH have
in addition pay as a foreigner, which he leaves to the discre-
tion of the States.

He shall be furnishedbeforehis departure fromFrance
with the sum of twelve thousand livres, money of France,
one half thereof as a bounty, and the other half as an ad-
vance of his pay; the said pay commencing to run f!'Omthis
day.

Messrs.Chevalierdu Rosseau de Fayol and de Sonneville
shall be accepted as his Aids-de-camp, the former with the
rank of Lieutenant-Colonel,and the latter with the rank of
Major, both with the pay apportioned to these ranks, the
said pay commencing to run frotn this day.

There shall be furnished to each of his Aids-de.camp,
before their departure, the sum of three thousand or, at least
two Ihousand four hundred livres, money of France, for their
equipment, one half as bounty the other half on account of
their pay.

In case the American United States should not ratify in
the whole the present agreement, [or] should they have
made peace with the English on the arrival of the afore-
said persons, or should they, fram any pretext possibJe,
constrain them to return to France, their return shan be
accomplished without difficulty, and the States shall furnish
them the money necessary for the expenses of their return to
Europe. On these conditions the aforesaid persons promise
to serve the said States with all possible zeal and fidelity,

to recognize the authority of the most honourable Congress
as a power legitimate, and to obey it, as well as the officers
by it appointed, in all that shall be ordered to tbem for
the service, defense, and presprvation of their country.

In faith whereof we have signed the present. Done at
Paris, the twentieth November, one thousand seven hun-
dred and seventy-six.

VrcoMTE DE MAUROY,
Du ROUSSEAU, Chevalier de F AYOLLE.
DE SONNEVILLE.
SILAS DEANE, Agent for the most honour-

ablethe Congress of the UNITED STATE!
OF NORTH-AMERICA.

Received of Silas Deane, at Paris, November ;;!6th, six-
teen thousand eight hundred livres, on account of the above.

VICOMTE DE~IAURQY.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO THE BOARD OF WAR.

In Couneil of Safety, Annapolis, November 28th, 1776.

GENTLE~IEN:Your letter of the 19th instant we have
received, and in consequence thereof have given directions
for marching the Pl'isonersas soon as possible, in order that
an exchange may take place. We have likewise ordered
the accounts of expenses incurred to be furnished us, and
you may depend upon their being transmitted to your Board
immediately after we receive it.

Weare, gentlemen, your most obedient servants.
On behalf of the Council:

DAN. OFS. THOS. JENIFER,President.
The honourab]e the Continental Board of War, at Phila-

delphia.

THOMAS SPARROW TO ~IARYLAND' COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Cambridge, November 28th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Major Thoma.qltIuse was dead' and buried
before I reached Cambridge. I delivered the letter (which
was directed to him) to the Committee. Captain Joseph
Daffen, one of the Committee, has offered to act in tbat
business, if you, gentlemen, should approve of him.

I have a great prospect of success, having had many good
men for the service offered. Could do nothing, not having
the money, nor knowing, if I had it, what to advance, the
last proceedings of Convention not being in this County.

I am, with the greatest respect, your humble servant,
THOS. SPARlww.

The Council of Safety of Maryland.

WILLIA)J HARRISON TO lIJARYLANI;> COUNCH, OF SAFETY.

Georgetown, Kent County, 28th November, 1776,

HONOURABLESIR: I had the pleasure before I left our
American camp, which was on the 19th instant, to receive
a line fram you, a favour which I am extremely sorry [

could not before this acknowledge. At the time I received
it, I could not procure the necessatT materials for writing to
you, ink and paper being then not to be had on any condi-
tion; and since that time [ have been endeavouring to get
to Annapolis, where I expected to have had the satisfaction
of conversing with you on the situation of our Army, &c.;
but I h" ve been unexpectedly disappointed on that head, as
I have not been able to lay my hands on Captain Veazey's
papers, which concern the publick. They made my busi-
ness to Maryland. They would have made my principal
business to 4nnapolis, could I have recei\'ed them in time
from Veazey's father, who, through mistake, has got them.
I wrote for them immediately on coming down, and Colonel
Veasey wrote me in return that I shouldhave them assoon
as he received them fmm ApoqU1:mini, where they were
with his son's baggage; however, as the time for which I
have leave of absence is nearly out, I must hasten back,
though with the prospect of returning immt>diate1y,when I
hope I shall get the papers, and wait on the Council with
them. .

The occurrences which we experienced before the 9th
instant, from the date of my last to )'OU, I make no doubt
you have been weJl informed of; the principal one I need
only mention to you, which was the battle at the White-
Plains. In this affair, as in too many more of a similar
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nature, our Generals showed not equal judgment to that of
the enemy. We were badly disposed to receive the attack
of the enemy's small-arms, and unfortunately much exposed
to their artillery, which flanked us so heavily as to render
the post tenable but a short time. The matter was ended
by a confused and precipitate retreat on our part, with the
loss of ninety men killed and wounded, including in the
number four officers-Captains Scott and Bracco killed,
Lieutenants Waters and Goldsmith wounded. Of the above
number forty-six of our regiment. I forgot to say that
Colonel Smallwood was wounded slightly.

Since the en<ra<Tementof the White-Plains, you hear we
have been unf~t~nate enough to lose Fort TfTashington,a
capital stroke against us, in my opinion, as we shall soon find
it very difficult to keep up a communication between the
Northern and Southern Provinces. Had we been able to
hold the fort during the winter, Wf':certainly should have
been able to stop the river in such a manner as to be im-
passable to shipping in the spring. We could also have
built other ((Jrtson the Jersey side of the river, which would

. considerably aid and assist the forts we already have; but,
alas! we must no longer think of holds and fortresses on the
North River.

Th'ere are, I hear, various opinion~ respecting the taking
Fort WashinO'ton; some think it was too easily surrendered,
others sayou~men behaved well, and that it could not pos-
sibly be helped. I have not been where I could hear any
thing respecting the order of our men at that place, the only
intelligence I have is -in a letter froIII an officer of our corps.
He tells me that the greatest part of our men engaged the
enemy one mile at least from the fort, at the stor,kade or
rear line, (described in my last to you;) that while they were
engaged there a considerable body of the enemy passed
over the Spiten Devil, or Harlaem creek, and, by a quick
movement, possessed themse1vesof all the passes between
our men at the lines and the fort; the consequence was that
they surrendered immediately. There were, I make no
doubt, othel' movements of the enemy to the northward of
the fort, as per newspapers, but he mentions to me nothing
more. It seems the garrison consisted of upwards of two
thousand men. I am surprised, then, that they would leave
the fort at any rate. It appears to me to have been rashness
to have left it at such a distance as they did. It requires
little foresi<rhtto know, that as General Howe had his whole
armament ~thand, he would make a vigourous effort, if any
at all; and as he was furnished with conveniences for pass-
ing Harlaemcreek, was it to be thought that he would
confine his attack to one place? However, I am underta-
king to judge perhaps without having the truth of things.
This I think very certain, that it would have taken five
thousand instead of two thousand men to have defended,
against General Howe's Army, the lines which it is said our
men attempted to defend.

I am now on my way to camp. Where I shall find it
God knows! Ifany thing worth your notice comes within
my observation, I shall write you with pleasure.

I had the pleasure of seeing two of the honourable Com-
missionersfrQlI)this Province at Philadelphia, :Messrs.Han-
son and Chamberlaine; but as I had made a resolution
before I saw them not to engage again in the service, I had
little conversation with them on the subject of appoint-
ments. I thank you kindly, sir, for the favourable opinion
you have of me, expressed in your last. I wish it may ever
be more in my power than it now is to confirm it.

I am, honourable sir, your most obedient servant,
,V M. HARRISON.

COLONEL WHIPPLE TO MESHECH WEARE.

Philadelphia, 28th November, 1776.

SIR: Enclosed you have a resolution which Congress
wish may be executed as soon as possible. What quantity
can be procured in New-Hampshire you are a much better
judge of than I can be; but I am sure the Army will dis-
pense with all that can be obtained. I could wish to be
informed of the success of the resolution transmitted you
some time ago forprocuring clothing, I hope every exertion
will be used to furnish the soldiers with these necessary
articles.

Colonel Bartlett can inform you of the state of the Army
when he passed through it; since which, I have no reason

to think there has been any alteration for the better with
respect to clothing. The disposition that the State that
I have the honour to represent has hitherto discovered,
leaves me no room to doubt that proper measures will be
pursuea to effect these purposes, as well as completing her
quota of the new Army.

General Howe is on this side Hudson's river with eight
or ten thousand. It's thought by some that he intends to
march this way j if so, I flattermyselfwe shall givea good
account of him, as proper dispositions are making for his
reception.

Accounts from abroad are very favourable, though of such
a nature that I am not at liberty to communicate them.
We have nothing to do but to keep a sufficient Army in
the field to oppose that of the enemy one campaign more,
and it's over with them.

I am, with every sentiment of respect, your most obedient
servant,

WM. WHIPPLE.
HonourableMeshech Weare,Esq.

P. S. My colleague is now confined w'ith the smal1-pox,
but is on the recovery, and I expect will be ou~ in a very
few days.

Philadelphia, November 28, 1776.

At eleven o'clock this forenoon, a very large and general
town meeting was held in the State-House yard. The
members of the General Assembly and the Council of
Safety were present, Mr. Rittenhouse, Vice President of the
Council, being in the chair. The intelligence which has
been received of the probability of General Howe having it
in contemplation to invade this State, was laid before the
citizens, and they were informed that the Congress requested
the Militia of the City, and several of the Counties, a,nd part
of the Militia of each of the other Counties, to march into
New-Jersey; the people expressed their cheerful approba-
tion of the measure by the most unanimous acclamations of
joy ever observed on any occasion, and the Militia are or-
dered to be reviewed to-morrow, at two o'clock in the after-
noon. General Mifflin addressed his fellow-citizens in a
spirited, animating, and affectionate address, which was
received by them with marks of approbation which showed
their esteem for, and confidence in, the General.

ADDRESS TO THE ASSOCIATORS OF PENNSYLVANIA.

The time is at last come in which the salvation of this
country depends upon the exertions of the individuals of this
State. The enemy have collected their strength, and are
determined, if possible, to spend this winter in Philadelphia.
For Heaven's sake let all disputes about frames of Govern-
ment subside for the present, or we shall be obliged to re-
ceive a Government from the sword of a proud and success-
ful enemy. The Congress, the Council of Safety, and the
Generals of our Army, call us to arms. The Heights of
Charlestown and the Plains of Abraham, made rich with
the hlood of our countrymen, call us to arms. The honour
we have lost by the reduction of Long-Island, New- York,
Fort Washington, and Fort Lee, calls us to arms. Let us
recollect the many resolutions we have entered into to sup-
port our liberties with our lives and fortunes. The eyes of
the whole world are upon us. All the freemen that are to
exist in the world to the end of time are interested in the
controversy; nay, God himself, although for wise and just
reasons he delays our deliverance, is not indifferent to the
struggle.

For God's sake, then, let us not dishonour our country,
human nature, and our God, by a shameful surrender of
our liberties. Let us remember that our enemies are now
approaching upon that ground on which they can receive
no protection from their ships, and on which, too, we ha\'e
always anticipated success over them. What apology shall
we make to our brethren in Massachusetts-Bay, Virginia,
and South-Carolina, who have driven the royal banditti
from their coasts, if we suffer them to get possession of the
vitals of the continent? Such an event would render the
name of a Pennsylvanian as infamous as that of an ancient
Cappadocian. But there is more than infamy in the evils

which now threaten us. Jails, dungeons, racks, and gibbets,
are now before us. No age, sex, or character, can protect
us from the insolence and rage of our wicked internal and
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bloody-minded external enemies. Arise, then, my dear
countt'ymen, and let us "play the man for the cities of our
God." Our houses and our fields, the inheritance of our
ancestors, or the deal'-bought fruits of our own industry, call
us to the field. Our wives, our children, our aged fathers
ami mothers, ca1l us to the field. They now look up to us
with weeping eyes for safety, and expect salvation only from
the instrumentality of our swords. Come on, my dear coun-
trymen ! let us go forth in the strength of the God of amlies
to meet our enemies; and let the words of the inspired
prophet sound perpetually in our ears, "Cursed is be that
doeth the work of the Lord deceitfully, and keepeth back
Ilis sword from blood."

H A~IPDEN.

COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGItESs.

Burlington, New-Jersey, November 28th, 1776.

SIR: Near three months ago, I laid before the Committee
of honoUl~ableCongress appointed to form and regulate the
new Army, my intentions of relinquishing the office of Ad-
jutant-General at the close of the campaign. The reasons
I then assigned, and which I should intrude upon your time
to repeat, appE'ared to me so weighty that I conceived it a
duty to the publick and myself to represent them in the
earliest and fullest manner.

As the season wiJ] not admit of further military opera-
tions, (unless the enemy should attempt an incursion into
this Province to harass and distress us, in wbich case I shall
most cheerfully devote myself to any further service,) I beg
leave to enclose the commission, with the highest sense and
wat'mest acknowledgments of the favour done me.

I am, sir, your most obedient and very humble servant,
J as. REED.

To the Honourable John Hancock.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM WOODBRIDGE, NEW-JERSEY,

DATED NOVEMBER 28TH, 1776.

Having inteJligence last evening that the enemy had ad-
vanced near the town of Second River, (four miles from
Newark,) we were ordered to be under anus early this
morning. About seven o'clock the retreat began, and after
a very tedious march we arrived at this place at sunset.
We hear the enemy were on their march towards the town
soon after we left it; their numbers we do not exactly know.
Weare informed that there are seventeen regiments and
thirty-six pieces of artillery;. but with all this force they
make their approaches very cautiously, and seem willing to
wait till we evacuate a place rather than to drive us from
it.

We march for Brunswick to-morrow, where we shall
wait for the assistance we expect from this Province and
Pennsylvania. If we receive none, or but a little, the hor-
rours of war wi1l,I fear, be transported nearer home than is
consistent with the safety of America.

GENERAL rtlERCER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Elizabeth-Town, 28th November, 1776.

SIR: Having understood that it is res0]ved by Congress
to form a I'egiment, consisting of four battalions, to be fur-
nished with officers of approved merit, I beg leave to recom-
mend for preferment Lieutenants Nathaniel Burwell and
.Mathew Smith, of the First Virginia Regiment. They
are of respectable families, have served ever since troops
were raised in Virginia, and both as officers and gentlemen
have on all occasions merited the regard of tbeir superiours
in command.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most humble servant,
HUGH MERCER.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq.

GENERAL MERCER TO LORD STIRLING.

1\Jy LORD: Major Ross attended a British officer to their
advanced guard, which is at the Six-Mile Run from Bruns-
wick. About fifteen fires were at that place. The conver-
sation tended to show the intention of the enemy is to pro-
ceed immediately to Philadelphia. General Howe joined
the Army' to-day. By two women who escaped from the
enemy and came here to-day) it should seem that General

Howe had a considerable. reinforcement with him, and they
talked of marchinO" from Bound-Brook, as well as from
Brunswick, by different roads. Mr. Reid, who conducted
the British prisoners to General Howe, brought tbe officer
with him, whom Mr, Ross conducted back to his camp.

I have the honour to be, your Lordship's obedient servant,
H. MERCER.

To the Right Honourable the Earl of Stirling, Brigadier-
General.

Christian lIutman left Brunswick yesterday afternoon,
two o'clock. Was there but a few minutes. Saw the
town was fulJ of British troops. The Hessians he did not
see. Was told tbey were in rear.

William Hunt was also there; went"'up one street and
come down another; saw every house was full of red-c~~ts ;
cannot tell their numbers; was informedthat the Hcsszans
were at Bound-Brook. Saw no cannon, but understood
they wereon other side the river.

Nicholas Hooper was also there at the same time, and
says much the same.

Betty lUiller, wife of Jeremiah "Miller, of Colonel ""tliles's
Second BattaJion, says she left Brunswick yesterday after-
noon; the British troops in Brunswick; Hessianson the
other side-in the whole they said some six, eight, and
others ten thousand; that General Howe arl'i\'ed at Bruns-
wick the day before yesterday; that ~hey expected six
thousand more to arrive yesterday evening; that they had
intel1igence of General Lee's approach with eighteen thou-
sand; that a part of General Howe's Army was gone some-
where, in order to surround us; tbat tbey all talk that they
will quarter this winter at Philadelphia; that General Clin-
ton is sailed, some say to Carvlina, others to Philadelphia;
that tbeir cannon are partly at the barracks and part on the
other side of the bridge.

Abram Sleight was in Brunswick yesterday, till three
o'clock, p. m. Numbers reported about eight thousand at
and near that place; more between that and Elizabeth-
town, to the amount of twenty thousand; that General
Howe was arrived; that the Rebels should not quarter this
winter at Prince town or TrenMvn, for that they would drive
them out; that sixty days would be allowed for them to
make their submission. He saw two field-pieces on the
George Road; had no opportunity ofseeing what was about
the barracks.

j}Iujor l-Iendrickson says a ship loaded with rum, wine,
sLIgar,and otber storesbelongingto the enemy, is drove on
shore at Deel Beach, near Shrewsbary; that Colonel Hen-
drickson with his Militia have taken care of her and the
cargo.

EPHRAIM BLAINE TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONG:IlESS.

Kittaning, 28th November, 1776,

HONOUREDSIR: I find provisions will be very expensive
to lay in at this post, the roads are so exceeding bad to it,
and many waters in the way) will occasion great difficulty
in laying in a sufficient quantity of flour, and there will be
an additional expense of slaughter-houses, repair in the store
house, stuff to hew out, and barrels to make. I have pur-
chased a quantity of beef and pork, and am daily engaging
flour.

The cash I received is far short from being sufficient to
procure a stock of beef, pork, and flour. Have drawn an
order in hwour of Captain John Boyd, upon your Honour,
for four thousand dollars, wbich please pay him; which sum
be is to forward me by first opportunity; and am, honoured
sir, with due respect, your most obedient and very humble
servant,

EPH. BLAINE,

To John Hancock, Esq., President of CongL'ess.

GOVERNOUR TRYON TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN.
New-York, 28th November, 1776.

. 1\1Y LORD: It is with the most sinO"ularsatisfaction I have
the honour herewith to transmit to y~ur Lordship copies of
the Addressesof the City and County of New- York, and also
of King's and Queen's County, to the King's Commissioners,
testifying their wishes to return under the King's peace and
Government.
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The dissolution of the Committee of Suffolk County and
tbe Committees of the several townships in the same, with
the revocation of all their proceedings and orders under the
Congress, was effected at my particular recommendation to
them for that purpose; copies of all which are herewith
transmitted. When the pressure of the Rebel Army is re~
moved from this Province, I have the strongest expectations
that a like spirit will be adopted through the Colony. .

On my reviewing,the 4th instant, while with the Army,
such part of the Militia of Westchester County as was with-
in the protection of the King's Army, and which amounted
to upwards of five hundred men, I foulJd them impressed
with a loyal dispositionto Government;. but from the vicinity
of the Rebels, and the uncertainty of the Royal Army
giving them continued support, I could not think it expedi-
ent at that time to invite them to take up arms, or to petition
the King's Commissioners, as either measure at that period
would on the removal of the troops bring down instant
destruction to their properties and families; indeed, what
with the conflagrations of the Rebels, and the marauding of
both armies, the inhabitants of that country are reduced to
great distress. .

I must beg leave to offer my congratulations to your
Lordship on the repeated and honourable achievements of
the British andlIessian troops. Another campaign, pressed
with equal vigour, I trust will restore tranquillity and union
to the British empire.

I am, with all possible respect, my Lord, your Lordship's
most obedient and very humble servant,

W ~I. TRYON.

Lord George Germain.

SIR WILLIAM HOWE TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN.

New-York, 28th November, 1776.
My LORD: I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt

of Yoll!' Lordship's despatches of 11 th, 12th, and 21st June,
four different letters of 22d August, enclosing one to Sir
Guy Carleton of the same date, and his Majesty's warrant
of :l2d June, respecting appointments to vacancies in this
Army; I received them by the Perseus and Diamond, on
the 22d and 23d of Octob"er.

Truly sensible of the honour which the King's approba-
tion reflects upon my past conduct, I humbly beg your
Lordship may express to his Majesty the fullness of my
gratitude for so flattering a mark of Royal condescension,
with the strongest assurances that I shaH invariably continue
to exert my utmost abilities in the execution of his Majesty's
commands, and for tbe interests of the service with which r
am intrusted.

Give me leave at the same time to return my unfeigned
thanks for your Lordship's extreme politeness in communi-
cating this most acceptable testimony of his Majesty's pleas~
ure.

I am, &c., W. HowE.

INTERCEPTED LETTER TO SIR GREY COOPER.

New-York, October 28,1776.

SIR: On the 25th of September I had the honour of
writing you, merely from a sense of gratitude, as I am sen-
sible I cannot communicate any thing material from here,
and know you receive intelligence from the first and best
source. Willing, howe\'er, to contribute what I can, I
would say that I have lately enjoyed an opportunity of
seeing and examining many refugees from divers parts of
this extended Continent of America. From these persons,
their letters and documents, it appears that the subjects
of the new States in the United Colonies are already so
harassed, fleeced, and pillaged, by an unremitting extortion
and oppression, that they are weary and sick of independ-
ency. From arms being only trusted in the hands of
desperadoes and their followers, and other circumstances of
bondage, they are so completely contrQlled as not to be
capable of exerting any effort of vigour whatever. That
the new levies (eighty-eight battalions) cannot be raised,
even with the aid of compulsion; that the Congress paper
bills are debased beyond the rate of a hundred; that for some
time past the Congress of Philadelphia has been very thin,
and that the arch, Dr. Franklin, had lately eloped
under a cloak of Plenipotentiary to Versailles. From these

aCCOlJntsit seems as if the tyranny now established was so
perfect or violent that if left to itself must ol'erturn. Con-
sternation has seized the sea-coast on the approach of Gen~
era] Burgoyne, which strikes the sea-coast with terrour.
Against all tbese and other circumstances of advantage,
many obstacles and difficulties of various kinds and degrees
are to be placed, which stubborn, perverse, and desperate
leaders will not fail to improve on every occasion. Never~
theless, upon a deliberate view and consideration of the cir~
cumstances of America, in its latitude and longitude of real
distress and misery without and within, I cannot hesitate in
saying she must yield or he conquered. Wben the prospect
from miJitary action (which is fair and promising) opens, so
as some judgment may be formed, I shall tbink seriously of
returning to London, and of waiting upon you.

With the greatest respect.
Sir Grey Cooper.

P. S. The reduction of Fort Wasftington, and progress
of the t\'Oops in New~Jersey with the Earl of Cornwallis,
has struck Pennsylvania with terrour, and the guilty are
fleeing from Philadelphia; of which you will re'ceive ample
and certain intelligence fi'om others. I have received let-
ters from Mr. Stewart, Collector of New-London,Septem-
ber 24th and 30th; and since, I have heard 'of bim by an
exchanged prisoner of distinction, who saw him well a fort-
night ago. He Jeadsa hermit's life, determined to wait the
event; but never omitsservingthe captivesin thatColQny
with discretion, where the shadow of liberty is not. Dr.
Franklin is now said to have embarked from Chester, on
the river Delaware,in a vessel of force, but poorly manned,
destinedfor Martinico. He is said to have realizedCon-
gress paper into gold, amounting to tbirty thousand pounds
sterling. Congress paper has greatly sunk in nominal value
since the King's troops entered Jersey, and in many places
of that Province remote from the Army is n"t current at any
rate. Samuel and John Adams, of Boston, are said to bave
embarked also from thence to Martinico.

GENERAl, SCOTT TO GESERAL HEATH.

Camp at Haverstraw, 28th November, 1776.

My DEAR GENERAL: I think it my duty to convey to
you every intelligence in my power. In doing this I gratify
my own zeal in the glorious canse, and hope to commend
myself to that opinion which I shall always wish to hold in
the estimate of a gentleman so well attached to it as YOll
are.

Since I had the honour of writing to you I received an
answer to the letter I wrote to Colonel Huntington, to know:-
of him whether he wanted any aid from me, informing me
that he wanted none at present, as he expected Colonel
Tyler back to him in a day or two.

Upon information that about ten tons of lead were lying
at Tapan, I wrote to Major Clark, desiring bim to convey
it by land to one Smith's, on the. sOl!th side of Verdridger
Hook, to which place I have sent flat-bottomed boats with
a guard to bring it to the ferry, just above where I am quar-
tered. I think I saw the boats returning this day a little
before dinner; but, to my surprise, I have not yet had a
report from the officer of the party of his doings. I intend
to send it to you unless you should direct otherwise. I
therefore beg your immediate direction.

I have received an answer to my despatches to our Con~
vention, which have produced resolves, that however the
merit of my brigade may be, do me personally infinitely
more honour than my poor deserts could entitle me to. They
have also thanked me for my offer to serve one month longer
without pay, and have sent me fifteen hundred pounds, as a
gratuity to my brigade, to induce them to continue so long
in the service. Upon receipt of them I paraded the brigade,
published the resol ves of Convention, and endeavoured by
a speech to animate them to close with the terms; and to
remove all suspicions that my arguments proceeded from
motives of interest, I closed all by offering my mo~)th's pay
as a small pittance in addition to tbe gratuity given by the
Convention to non-commissioned officers and soldiers. The
brigade baving been drawn up in a circle, r left them for
near an hour to free consuJtation, and in tbe interim ordered
them liquor, not to .intoxicate, but merely to refresh them.
On my return to the centre of the circle I addressed myself
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to the officers,with an e;!{hortationthey wouldset an exam-
ple to the men, and concluded with requesting those of them
who cho.se to imitate my example to join me in the centre.
Upon thIS,to my great satisfaction, all the field-officersbut
one, who pleaded indisposition, and all the other commis-
sioned officers,except seven, joined me. I then directed the
officers in their proper departments to furnish me with returns
of the non-commissioned officers and privates willing to
continue in the service, at twelve o'clock to-morrow. The
result of the whole shall not fail to communicate.

But, sir, should the who]e brigade continue, what shall 1
be enabled to do with them? They will be of litt]e service
unless reinforced by the Army or Militia. I am sorry that
neithel' the promised field-piece and three Light-Horsemen
are come. I want both much. Be pleased to inform Gen-
eral Lee, without loss of time, that Cooper, whom he sent
with despatches to General Washington, has, with the des-
patches, fallen into the hands of the enemy, and is now
confined in Hacki1lsack. The inhabitants of the lower parts
of this County and the upper parts of Bergen County, are
going to the enemy daily in great n\]mbers-some carting for
them, some going into their service, and others waiting on
them for protections. The Tories insolent and numerous.
These evilsT might in a great measure prevent could I be
reinforced.

We have accounts tolerably certain that the body of the
enemy from Hackinsack downwards are about eight tbou-
sand; that ihe van of those have passed over Pesaick, at a
fording place above Acquacknock Bridge; that our Army
is increasing, lies posted on the west of Newark, near the
mountains; that another body of the enemy have landed at
Amboy, eight thousand; that Lord Stirling and General
Beall's brigades had not yet joined General Washington,
but that two southern brigades had joined him. I have
constantly kept horsemen riding down towards the enemy
to procure mej~telligence; but I much want the Light-
Horsemen for this purpose. Rest assured, sir, that I shall
seek the best information and make it my business to give
you repeated accounts of every thing material in my power
to collect.

J am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
JNO. :MORIN SCOTT.

Honourable Major-General Heath.
P. S. I this moment received the enclosed, and have

therefore Sent a written to Colonel Tyler, at Tapan,
to remain there with his regiment till he receives my further
directions.

GENERAL SCOTT TO THE NEW-YORK cmUIITTEE OF SAFETY.

Camp at Haverstraw, November 28,1776.

SIR: On receipt of your packet, with the fifteen hundred
ponnds, which I have not yet had time to COllot,I paraded
the brigade, formed them into a circle, read the resolves of
the honourable Committee of Safety to them, pressed them
upon the men with some arguments of my own, concluded
with an offer to add the small pittance of my month's pay
to the generous gratuity of the Committee. I then left them
some time for free deliberation; and on my return to them,
with a design to pique the honour of my officers, pressed
them, by a short exhortation, to set an example to the non-
commissionedofficers and privates, in discovering their reso-
lution to continue with me in the service, by joining in
the centre. The scheme had so far the desired effect, that
all the field-officersbut one, who pleaded indisposition, and
all the other commissioned officers but five, and two Adju-
tants, joined me. I then charged them in their different
departments to eKert themselves with the non-commissioned
officers and privates, and to make returns to me by twelve
o'clock to-morrow; What the event will be 1 know not;
but I shall communicate it without the loss of a moment to
you. In the mean time I shall withhold lhe money till I
receive your direCtions; I therefore do not send a receipt
for it, because perhaps 1 shall be so mortified as to be
ohliged to return it with my own hands.

But supposing my whole brigade should resolve to con-
tinue in the service, how little will it avail! I have to guard
the shore, and the passes through the mountains; and have
not men to spare for scouts. I want Light-Horsemen to
bring me inlelligence of the enemy, and more troops to send
to engage the enemy's Light-Horse and curb or punish the

numerousTories in the southerncontines of this County
and the northern parts of Bergen County. Those villains
are extremely insolent; insult our few friends, assist our
enemy in their rapine, cart for the enemy's Army, inlisl in
their service, and go to them for protection; in short, I must
have immediate assistance from the Army or Militia, or 1
shall have nothing to comfort me but tbe sense of an ardent
desire to do my country effectual service.

For further news, 1 have none encouraging. I have this
afternoon had tile uncomfortable information, that an express,
sent by General Lee with despatches to General Washins-
ton, has fallen into the hands of the enemy with his dIs-
patches, and is now in cOnfinement. .It is reported, and
with grounds that induce my belief, that the enemy between
Hackensack and Acquacknock, consisting of about eight thou-
sand, are now in motion to the southward, and have passed
a fording place above ACljuacknock Bridge. It is also said
that tbey have landed eight thousandat Amboy. General
Washington is on tbe west side of Newark, near the moun-
tains; his troops increased by a junction of Militia and
two brigades from the southward; but that Lord Stirling
and General Beall have not yet joined them. We have a
good many friends still remaining at Tapan. They shoulq
by all means be protected. I expect daily to hear of some-
thing decisive. Be assured, sir, I sball not [ail to convey
every material intelligence. .

Permit me, sir, to conclude with {he most unfeigned ac-
knowledgments to the honourable Committee for the unmer-
ited honour tbey have done me by tbeir resolves~ which I
shall be studious by my future conduct to make some better
tille; and to assure you, sir, that I am, with aU imaginable
respect, their and your most obedient servant,

JNO. MORIN SCOTT.

The Honourable Chairman Committee of Safety.

COLONEL A. HAWKES HAY TO JOHN McKESSON.

Haverstraw, November 28lh, 1776.

SIR: I make bold to send you the enclosed account, and
beg you will get it passed, and receive the money for me,
and send it down by the first safe opportunity. I have often
sent it to Fishkill, but never could find Mr. Sands there.
The people who trusted Captain Keas with the necessaries
are very impatient for their money, and I do assure you that
it hnrts the cause very 'much,and 1 cannot now purchase
any provisions for the Army that pass through this place
without advancing the cash. I must also trouble you to
add for Captain Keirs what sum the Committee of Safety
may think proper to allow him for his great trouble.

I am, dear sir, your very humble servant,
A. HAWKES HAY.

To John McKesson, Esq.

Haverstraw, 15June, 1776.
Captain Karce to John Staples, debtor, on accou'tIt of Con-

gress-
2 hhds. Rum, 222ga]]ons,at 9s.4d .£103 ]2 0
67~ ga]]onsof Spirits, at 12.1... .. . .. . ... .. . 40 13 0
5t.i do. of Gin,at 13s... . .. ... .. . .. .. 3 149
7Xf do. of Rum, of J'n Waldron, al9s. 4s. 3]0 0

15199
To 1 case of Gin. . ... ... .. . . .. . . . . .. .. . ... . ... . 4 10 0

£155 19 9

DR. The Convention of the Slate of New-York, to the
Precinct of Haverstraw, in Orange County, for sun-
dt'ies supplied the Guards while the ships of war lay
in the Bay of Haverstrawand Nyack, fromthe 12th
July to the 21st August, 1776-

To Samuel Yeomans, for 2 Sheep, at 18s.. .. .. . . . £1 16 0
To John Vander Voord,for 4 do., at ]9s. 3]6 0
To Benjamin Benson, for 2 do., at 18s. .. . ..... 1 16 0
To Joseph D. Clark, for 1 do., at 18s. 0 18 0
To John Coe, for half ton of Hay 2 0 0
To .i'rriehaelVander Voord, for half ton do. . . .. .

"
2 0 0

To the Widow Noyelles, for half ton do 1 16 0
--£14 2 0

To Potatoes. . . . . .. . . . . ... . . . .. . . . . ... . . . .. . .. 0 2 6

To 11}{Ibs.Butter,at Is. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . .. 0 11 9
To ] 9 bushels and 1 peck Indian Corn, at 4s.. . .. 3 17 0
To 6 bushels and 1 peck of Oats, at 2.1.9d 0]7 0
To 3 bushels Bran, at Is. 4d. . . . . . .. .. . ... . . . .. 0 4 0
To 3 bushels of Salt of the Widow NoyeUes,at lOs. 1 10 0
To .!1bmha,nFen, for ]62;.({ Ibs. Mutton, at 3Ji.. 2 6 7
To TheodQ1"'UsSneedeker, 81Xf Ibs. Mutton, at 3X;. 1 6 9

-10 158~



897 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &:c., NOVEMBER, 1776. 898
To Susanna Knapp, for 40 meals Victuals, at 9d..
To do., for 13 Ibs. Mutton, at 3)1,)d...
To do., for 12lbs.Bread,at 2d... . . .
To do., for 1 Sheep, for Lieutenant

Van H01Jten's party. . . . . .. . . ... . . . . ... . . .
To Boarding 5 of the Light-Horsemen 3days....
To Pasturing their horses, at 9d. . . . . .. . . .. .
To 136 meals of Victuals for Colonel Hay's party.
To 121 Ibs. Mutton, at 3),~, of 81tsanna Knapp...
To 57 Ibs. of Bread of do. do., at 2d. ..........
To James De Clark, 294 Ibs. Beef, Hide and Tal-

low, at 4 !~. . . . . ... . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .

To do., 3221bs. do. do., at 4~
'l'p do., for 346Ibs. do. do., at 4J1i
To do., for58Ibs.Beet,at 4d.. . . . . .
To do., for124Ibs.Beef,at 4d......
To Jeremiah Williams, for 179 Ibs. Beef, at 3d.....
To Daniel VQQ,'hi~,for sundries for Captain Wood-

hull's company 1 12 0
To d'o., for do. for Cp,ptain Isaac Smith's

company 3 18 10
To IIarman:ttS Tall/nan, for Captain Woodhull's com-

pany .
To Daniel Vorhis, for Captain Lent's company...
To do" for Captain Belt's company.....
To James De Clark, for Boarding men of Johnson's

company 0 12 6
To Ilarmanus Tallnwn, for Colonel Hay's party. . 5 8 8

-3016
To Daniel Vorhis, tor 10 cwt. Wheat Flour, 19s.. 9 10 0
To do., for Lead and sundries 2 12 8
To the "\Vidow Noyelles, for Pasture for Captain

Woodhull's horses ... 1 10 0
To do:, for Captain Sellbury's com-

pany'shorses.. .. .. .
'"

. .. .. .. 1 17 6
To Paulus Vander Voord, for a load of baggage to

Nyack.... .. ..... .. . .... . .. ... 0 16 0
To hiring of Horses of the Widow Noyelles 1]2 0
To G. W. Riers, for Horse hire . .. . . . .. 0 10 0
ToCartageofPork... .. ... .. .. . .. .. .. ... 0 4 0
To John Staples'account for Liquors. . . . . .. .. . . .155 19 9
To the Widpw Noyelles,for 10Ibs. Candles. . . . .. 0 10 0

-- 165 11 11To do., 14Ibs. Tallow, at 9d. . . ... O.10 6
To 311bs. Bacon, at 7d., of do 0 18 1
To 141bs. Lead, ofdo.,at 6d 3 10 0
To 14 Ibs. of do., J. W. Kim 0 7 0
To 34 lbs. of Powder, of do., at 6s. ., 10 4 0
To Johannes Tallman, for 60 Ibs. Mutton, 3~ 0 19 8
Touo., for 16 Dinners for Captain

.Moffett'scompany 016 0
To John J111ison,for the sic)!:peopJe.. . . . ... .. . .. 6 14 6
To chargesonBurying.. . ... . .. .. .. . . . ... ... .. 0 16 0

24 15 9
To 3 Boards, for a breau tray. . . . . .. . .. . ... . . .. 0 3 6
To 1,000 Briek, at 30s:, for oven 1 10 0
To 6 bushelsLime,at 2s. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . .. 0 12 0
To paid Thomas Grifferts, mason 0 15 0
To John Wilson, for ItJ Ibs. Mutton, at 3)1i 0 5 3
To Doctor Osborn,as per bilJ. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .

"
3 18 3

To Roloff Van IIouten, for 34 cwt. Wheat Flour
at 17s 28 18 0

To do., for 5}4 cwt. Rye Meal, at ]2s. 3 3 0
To do., for 2 cwt. fine Flour, at 19s.. I 18 0
To do., for baking the Flour... .. ... 9 0 0

50 3 0
To do., for carting Flour and Bread.. 3 0 0
To John Ryde!', for 17 Dinners for Captain .lffqJ!ett's

company.... . .. .. . . .. ... ... .. . 0 17 0
To George Bainson, for] 3 Dinners for do. . . . .

'"
0 13 0

To Colonel Sherwood, for 3,340 Ibs. Beef. . . .. . .. 55 13 4
To Philip Servant's account for Victuals. . . .. . . .. 3 2 6
To John Vanderbilt, 719Ibs. Wheat Brep,d, at 274d. 6 14 8

H3 Ibs. Rye do., at 2d.. 1 8]0
To Roloff Van Houten's.!lccount for Boarding..

I'
2 6 10

To .ilbraham Pew, for 64 Ibs. Bread .. 0 9 0
To Resolved Van Houten, for 3J1i Ibs. Butter, at Is. 0 3 6
To RoloffVanHouten,for, at 4d.. . . . .. . .. 2 11 8
To

.
do., for 13.YzIbs. Butter, at 9d.. 0]0 IJ1i

-- 77 9 5M
To JamesDeClark,for a horse Express. . . . . .. . .. 0 6 0
To 661bs.Beef,ofColoneIHay,at4d 120
To Jlrian Underdonk, fQrBread and Butter for Col-

onel Hay's. party .........
To Jacob Polhemus. . . . . .: . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .
To John Wille/ron,accounts....................
To Sarah U,i.derdotik. ... . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .
To Jlfichell Corneelson,50H Ibs. Mutton, at 3J1id..
To 8 cwt. of Wheat Flour, of Cornelius Van Horn,

at 18s .. ... ... .. . .... . . .. .. .. ...
'" 7 4 0

-- 15 3 4%
£423 8 8%

To Paulus Vander Voord, omitted.. 14 0

1 10 0
o 3 llJ1i
020

o 18 0
1 13 9
o 11 3
520
1 15 3}~
096

5 10 3

609
699
o 19 4
2 1 4
249

17 16 0

1 14 0
2]5 4
443

o 14 0
088
370
1 7 0
o 14 8),4:

~.-

This is to certify that the above Account is just, and that
.

J have in my possession vouchers for every article in this
Account.

A. HAWKES HAY, Commanding Officer.

Constitution and this place will be but five companies of my
reO'iment, and several of them say their time is out.

'\Ve .are much in want of about thirty pounds of twenty-
penny nails for to cover part of the barrack on the south side
of the creek. If there is any of them in store at Peekskill,
please to order that quantity to Major Pawling, who has
promised me to send them up here.

I am, sir, your Honour's most obedient, humble servant,
JAMES CLINTON, Brigadier-General.

P. S. I expected to have seen you here before this time.
.

FREDERICK ROORBACK TO THE. NEW-YORK CONVENTION.
, New-Windsor, November 28th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:My request is to know whether the hon-
ourable house of Convention will let the house_of Mr.
Barclay's. I should be glad to know the conditions by the
bearer, my son, as I .want a place. I would have done
myself the honour to have waited on the honourable House
in person, but being indisposed, hope you will not take it iJl
I take this method. If the condition suits, I shall send an
immediate answer.

I am, gentlemen, with the
humble servant,

-greatest respect, your very

FREDERICK. ROORBACK.

MRS. MARGARET INGLIS TO JAMES DUANE.

New-Windsor, November 28,1776.
SIR: The humanity you so eminently possess, I plead in

excuse for the favour I am about to ask; which is to requesc
you will exert your good offices,as far as you can with pro-
priety, to procure leave from the honourable the Provincial
Congress of this State for me to return to New- York, with
my family and furniture, from which I h,ve been absent near
fourteen months, which has reduced me .to great difficulty
and distress, with three helpless infants, besides the pain of
being separated from my husband in those distressing times
when we have need of every friend to cQmfortgs.

I am encouraged to make this application, as I have lately
heard that several ladies that were in Jersey have been per-
mittpd to return to New~ York \vith their fairijJjesand furni-
ture, particular]y Mrs. Antell and Mrs. Barrow, which makes
me flatter myself that I shall ha'"e the. same indulgence, of
which I, and I am confident Mr. Inglis will ever retain a
grateful sense. Should leave be granted, of which I have the
strongest hopes, J must also beg the permission of a sloop
to carry myself and family from New-Tfindsor, under such
restrictions as the honourable Congress shall approve.

As the winter is advancing fast, I must beg you wi]] let
me have your answer as soon as possible.

Please present my best compliments to Mrs. Duane.
I am, sir, with great respect, your very humble servant,

MARGARET INGLIS.

To the Honourable James Duane, Esq., at Fishkill.

WILLIAM MILLER TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.
.

Harrison's Precinct, November ye 28th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:As you verbally ordered me to get the
records of this our County, and them secure in some safe
place, I found at my return that John Thomas, Jr., Esq., had
been so thoughtful of the security of the County, as to apply
to General Wister for a guard, and go down to New-Rochel
and take the records into his care, and give his receipt. Now,
gentlemen, the records is at Mr. Thomas's, and at his risk,
as he had no order. He, as well as I, desires some written
order may be sent fi'om your body respecting the said
records, and you may depend it will be complied with.

A matter has lately turned up which I am a stranger to,
and desire your advice; which is, in what manner an execu-
tor is to be qualified to take an estate into their hands and
dispose of it, as there is no court of probates in, this State;
and as I have been appointed an executor to an estate which
has much need of settling, would desire your directions as
soon as conveniently you could give it; and in so doing you
will do justice to the estate, and greatly oblige, gentlemen,
your very humble servant,

W '!\'fM.If ILLER.

To Colonel Pierre V. Cortlandt, President of the Con-
vention of the State of Ncw- York.

GENERAL JAMES CLINTON TO GENERAL HEATH.

Fort Montgomery, November 28th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Colonel Snyder's regiment has left this gar-
rison to-day, and Colonel Humphrey's regiment I expect wil!
leave us next Sunday, as their tirnes will then be out that they
engaged for; an~ all the men that will be left at both Fort

FIFTH SERIES.- V OL. III. 57
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PIE.ij.RE VAN CORTLANDT TO GENERAL HEATH.

November 28th, 1776.

Sm: The Convention of this State, impressed with a sense
of your politeness and attention to them, have directed me,
in the strongest terms, to retm'n their thanks for yom several
favours, the intelligence communicated, the anxiety you
express for the better security Qf this State, and the success
of our common cause, by obstructing IJudson's river, and
preserving the important communication between the Eastern
aod Southern GQvernments. We have taken into consider-
ation the plan suggested by Brigadier-General Clinton for
obstructing the river opposite to Pollepel's lsland; and con-
ceiving it to be practicable, we are determined, with the
permission of Congress, to proceed with the utmost vigo~r
to carry it into effect. The assistance you so cheerful1yand
obligingly promise will be very essential, and we shall, fi'om
time to time, avail ourselvJ:Js,of it.

With great pleasure we received the resolution of his
Excellency General Washington.

The necessity of securing the passes in the Highlands is
so IJrgent, and the motions and designs of the enemy so mis-
terious and uncertain, that it would have given us infinite
pair) had the troops in your division been withdrawn. We
entertain no doubt of his Excellency General WasMngton's
attention to this great object; and trust that, at all events,
a force wjl\ be maintained, both at the lower and the oblong
pass, as well as on the western shore, sufficient to baffle any
enterprise which may be formed by the enemy.

Nothing shaH be wanting on our part to prevail on the
troops of this State to continue in the service for one month
longer. We bave,upon this subject, agreed to the resolu-
tions which we have the honour to transmit; and we are not
without strong hopes tbat they wjl\ have their effect.

Many of our l\Tilitia have been furnished with arms and
aCCOUtremeutsbelonging to the State; for the return of which
the respective Coloriels are answerable. To prevent the
loss or embezzlement of those essential articles, which it is
out of our power to replace, the utmost care is necessary.
We have, tlJeref6re, enjoined Lieutenant-Colonel Harden-
burg, by this opportunity, to deliver all thepublick arms in
the hands of his battaliQH.at this place on the dismission of
tbe Militia; andto communicate this injunction to such of the
other FieldOfficers as are chargeable with publick arms;
and We entreat you to give alJ the weigbt to this direction
which may be proper to secure its efficacy.

I am, with great respect, sir, your most ob~djent, humble
servant. By order of the Committee of Safety;.

PIERRE V AN CORTf"ANDT, Vic_, President.

The Honourable Major-General Heath.

CONNI'CTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meNing of the Governour and Council of Safety,
Haitford, November 28th, 1776,-

Present, His Honour the Governour, His Honour the
Deputy Governour, El~Jh't Dyer, William Williams, Titus
IIosmer, Benjamin Huntington, and Thomas Seymour, Esqs.

Agreed, on per~itting Mr. Irving, a p!,isoner, taken by
Commodore Hopkms, to go to Congress, on his parole, for
l1isexchange or liberty to return to his family on parole, as
the Congress shall see cause to order.

Voted, to assign the case of JusttM Miles, a person inimical
to the United States of America, to Mr. Chapman Grant,
of East-Windsor, who is hereby authorized to keep and
govern the said lUiles, in such a manner as he thinks pru-
dent, till further orders from the General Assembly or this
Council.

Voted, to replace 4 cwt. and 3 quarters of Cannon Powder
to Mr. Titus Hosmer, due to him for Powder, supplied by
him for use of the Lead Mines in Middletown, and to give
an order on the Treasurer for the same. (Orner drawn and
delivered Mr. Hosmer, November 28th, 1776.)

Voted, that the list of Officers now appointed to fill up
the vacancies of Field Officers, Captains, and Subalterns,
occasioned by refusal of like officers in tbe eight Battalions
to be raised in this State, for Continental service, be drawn
off, fairly transcribed, and transmitted to Major-General
Spencer,and that the Generalsfromthis State, in _ the ser-
vice, be desired and empowered, with the assistance of the
Colonels, to arrange said Officers into Regiments and Com-
panies; and in case any of said Officers shall decline to

accept the offices to which they are appointed, that the
Genera] Officers aforesaid be desired to recommend other
persons duly qualified to supply their places, and transmit
such arrangement and recommendations to his Honour the
Governour; and that they fill and deliver proper Commis-
sions to sllch Officers as have accepted, or shall accept, the
offices to which they have been or are appointed.

GOVERNOUR COOKE TO COMMODORE HOPKINS.

Providence, November 28, 1776.

SIR: I received yours of yesterday by express. Am
sorry to find by tbe contents that any of your officers have
been obstructed in their duty in picking up the deserters
from the ships. ShaH use my ,endeavours to give all due
assistance to tbe officers of the fleet in picking up their
deserters. If the offenders can be found out, shall endeav-
our that they be brought to justice.

From, sir, your most humble servant,
NICHOLAS COOKE.

To Commodore Hopkins, in Newport.

COLONEL FRANCIS TQ JAMES BOWDOIN.

Dorchester, November ye 28th, 1776.

HONOURABLESI1~: P~rmit me 10"request of you the
favour of returning the honourable Board my most hearty
thanks for the honour done me in appointing me Colonel of
one of the new regiments now raising for the defence of
these States. It will ever be my greatest solicitude to
honor the station in which they are pleased to place me,
and hope I may be so happy as to do real service to my
country.

I have the honour to be, with great esteem, your most
numble servant,

E ' FBEN R RANCIS.

To the Honourable the President of the Council Board.

GENTLEMEN:I am under the disagreeable necessity of
informing the honourable Board that the non-commissiooed
officers and pri\'ates in the regiment which I have tbe honour
to command will not consent to continue in the present
service upon the encouragement offered by the bonourable
House of this State. -

I am, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
EBF.N'R FRANCIS, Colonel.

'1'0 the honourable the Council of the State of the ~'tlassa-
chusetts- Bay.

Dorchester, November 28th, 1776.

N. B. It appears by the report of the officers that the
men will tarry upon the same encouragement given the
Militia, and will not tarry any thing short of that.

JOHN ADAMS TO JAMES WARREN.

Braintree, November 28th, 1776.

SIR: I had this moment, between two and tbree o'clock,
the honour of your lettel"of this day's date, requil'ing my
attendance on tbe honourable House of Representatives.
Some particular circumstances render it inconvenient for me
to set off this afternoon, but to-morrow morning I will do
myself the honour of waiting on the honourable House.

Mean time I am your humble servant,
J ORN ADAMS.

Honourable James Warren,Esq.

SILAS DEANE TO THE SECRET CmUIITTEE.

-Paris, 29th November, 1776.

GENTLElIIEN: The several letters you will receive with
this will give you some idea of the situation I have been in
for some montbs past, though after all must refer you to
Mr. Rogers to be particular upon some subjects. I should
never bave completed what I have but for the generous,
the indefatigable and spirited exertions of Monsieur Beau-
marchais, to whom the United States are on every account
greatly indebted; more so than to any other person on this
side the water. He is greatly in advance of stores, clothing-,
and the like, and therefore am confident you will make]Iim
the earliest and most ample remittances. He wrote you by
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Mr. McCrery, and wi1l write you again by this conveyance.
A nephew of his, a young gentleman of family, education,
and spirit, makes a voyage to America with Monsieur Du
Coudray, and is ambitious of serving his first campaigns in
your service. I recommend him, therefore, to yoU!' partic-
ular patronage and protection, as wPiI on account of the
great merits of his uncle as on that of his being a youth of
spirit and genius; and just entering the world in a foreign
country, he needs protection and advice paternal to coun-
tenance and encourage him. This I have confidently as-
sured his uncle he will constantly receive f!'Omyou, and am
happy in knowing you will fulfill my engagements on tbat
score, and in whatever department you may fix him, that
you will recomm~nd him to the pat!'Onageof some person
on whom you may rely to act at once the friendly and the
paternal part.

.

A particular account of the stores shipped may probably
not be ready by this vessel, but m,ay go by the next or
some succeeding one, as several will sail after this on the
same errand.. . .

Let me by every letter urge on you the sending in season
a quantity of tobacco, of rice, and of flour or wheat. These
are articles which cannot fail, and are capital ones; lesser
are not to be admitted. Twenty thousand hogsheads of
tobacco are this instant wanted in France, besides the de-
mand in otber kingdoms.

I think Monsieuf Bwumarchais wrote you under the firm
of Hortalez Sr Co.; iTso you will address him in tbe same
style; but as I must proba1Jlyremain here until the arrival
of these articles, I can regulate that on the arrival of your
despatches.

I have advised these stores being shipped for some of the
New~England ports northeast of New-Port first, and if
failing of making a. port there to stand for the Capes of
Delaware, or for Charleston, South- Carolina, as the most
likely route to avoid interception. I cannot, in a letter, do
full justice to Monsieur Beaurnarchais, for bis great address
and assidl!ity in our cause. I can only say he appears to
have undertaken.it on great and libera1 principles, and has
in the pU!'suitmade it his own. His interest and influence,
which are great, have been exerted to tbe uJmpst in the
cause, Qf the Unit~d ,State:s,and I hope the consequences
will equal his wishes.

I have the hormur to be, &c., SILASDEANE.
My rnost respectful compliments wait on the honourable

Congress. You will doubtless oblige Mrs. Trist by telling
her, her husband and Captain Fowler were in good health
the middle of last month.

SILAS D.EANE TO THE SECRET COMMITTEE.

Paris, 29th November, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:I have recommended several officers to
your service, but none with greater pleasure, scarce any
one with so much confidence of his answering great and
valuable purposes, as the bearer, Colonel Conway, a native
of Ireland, advanced in this service by his merit. His views
are, of establishing himself and his growing family in Amer-
ica. Consequently he becomes olir countryman, and en-
gages on the most certain principles. Tbis gentleman has
seen much service. His principal department bas been that
of training and disciplining troops and preparing for action;
and from his abilities, as well as from his long experience,
is considereq as one of the most skillful disciplinarians in
France. Such an officer must be, I conceive, of vel'y
great service; and his generously confiding in the honour-
able Congress for such rank and appointments as they sbaH
confer, entitles him still more to our immediate attention
and notice. I have assmed him of the most favourable
reception, and am confident be will receive the same.

Colonel Conway brings with bim some young officers of
his own training, which know well the English language,
and may be of immediate service in the same important
department of discipline.

As Colonel Conway has been long in service, (though in
prime of life,) I am confident you would not think it right
he should rank under those who have served under him in
this kin~dom, which will not be the case if he fill tbe place
of an Adjutant or Brigadier-General, for which I am well
assured he is every way well' qualified.

I have advanced him, as per receipt

his expenses and appointments or wages, and told him he
may rely on yom granting him one of the above ranks in
the Continental forces. Should, the honourable Congress
have a new body of troops to form in any part of the Con-
tinent, this gentleman might take the direction of them to
very great advantage, and may, I presume, be equally so
in the sta"tionyou may appoint him in the main Army.

I have the honour to be, &c.,
S DILAS EANE.

Williamsburg, November 29,1776.

On Tuesday last the remains of our late amiable and be-
loved fellow-citizen, the Hon. Peyton Randolph, Esquire,
were conveyed in a hearse to the College Chapel, attended
by the worshipful brotherhood of Freemasons, both House's
of Assembly, a number of other gentlemen, and the inhabit-
ants of this city. The body was received from the hearse
by the gentlemen of the House of Delegates, who conveyed
it to the family vault in the Chapel, after which an excel-
lent oration was pronounced from the pulpit by the Rev.
Thomas Davis, in honour of the decea5ed, and recommend-
ing it to the respectable audience to' imitate his virtues.
The oration being ended, the body was deposited in the
vault, when every spectator payed their last tribute of tears
to the memory of their departed and much-honoured friepd ;
may we add, to whom he was a father, an able counsellor,
and one of their firmest patriots. The remains of this worthy
rnan were brought thither f!'Om Philadelphia by Edmund
Randolph, Esq., at the earnest request of his uncle'satIlicted
and inconsolable widow.

Williamsbmg, November 29, 1776.

On Tuesday night an expressarrivedfrpmColonel Chris-
tian, with despatches to his Excellency, advising of his
having returned with his Army from theChero7cee country,
after concluding a treaty of peace with. Oucanastofa and
three other chiefs, on tbe part of the whole nation, in their
capital of Chote, the particulars of which areas follows, viz:
All captives in their towns, white or black, to be delivered
up; those belonging to Virginia by the 10th of February,
at the Long-Island; and such as were taken from the States
of South-Carolina and Georgia, at ar nearKeQwee, as soon
as possible; besides the horses, cattle, and property ore very
kind they have taken from the inhabitants, or their value, to
be ascertained by Commissioners on hoth sides, who are
to meet for that purpose at the Long-Island. No white
people to be entertained by the Cherokees, after they are
demanded to be delivered up to the States of Amf'rica. All
matters relating to lands, boundaries, trade, agents, and people
residing amongst the Cherokees, alfiances, marching armies
through their country, and bui]ding forts therein, to be
wholly submitted to the Virginia State, with any number
of their own chiefs, not exceed,ing five, to determine. War
to cease, and peace, harmony, and brotherly affection to
take place. For the faithful peJformance of these articles,
they agreed to deliver up fifteen hostages, such as Colonel
Christian should demand of them; to be exchanged yearly
for such others as the Virginia State may require to be put
into their hands.

Colonel Christian thaught proper, before he set Ollton
his return home, to make an example of three towns under
the influence of a chief called the Dragon Canoe, who was
the principal cause of the war; and one other, called Chil-
howey, where a white prisoner of ours was lately burnt.
These he utterly destroyed, but did no other damage to the
Indians, whose perfidiousconduct, on IJIany accasions, might
ha \.e justified a more rigorous chastisement. It is to be
hoped, however, that the Colonel's humane treatment of the
savages, when he had it so much in his power to distress
them, will render abortive any future macbinations of sllch
incendiaries as Stuart and Cameron to stir them up to war
against the United States.

Captain Guest arrived in town this week fromColonel
Christian's camp, who, we are glad to learn, has fully made
appear, by sundry depositions, his inviolable attachment to
his country during his residence with the Indians.

Williamsburg, November 29,1776.

Three salt vessels, and a French brig from Cape Franfois,
enclosed, towards with a valuable cargo of woolens, linens, and other dry goods,

.
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besides sa1t, are safely arrived at Hampton. The ,Captain
of the French vessel informs, that there are four frIgates of
his nation cruisino- off the Cape to protect the American
trade; that upwa~ds of twenty more French vessel~, with
large cargoes of goods, may be daily expected at d1fferent
American ports; that a large fleet of men-of-war was shortly
expected at the Cape, under the Duke De Chartres; and
that the French Islands were full of troops, all which arrange-
ments render it highly probable that we may soon hear some
important news from tbat quarter.

JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, November 29th, 1776.

SIRs: I have this day, I believe, paid all the bills and
advanced aU the money for both Captains and hands for the
schooner Friendship and the JYinety-Tw? ~he sums are
great indeed. They all promIse they Wtll,saIl to-!1lOrrow.
I wish it may be. the case.. I have paid Capt~m K?lty
thirty pounds, I believe for h.lsown use and by bls advl?e,
and the scarcity of hands. I have got .the mate of t~e prIze
snow to ship himself mate of the Nznety-Two, with one
of the hands, and paid him t~e w~ges due, which '~as
£32 138.4d. The billsbrought II1agamst every vessel, wIth
the sailors' and captains' wages, is so very bigh tbat it reaJly
scares me every day the sums pai~, and ~ see no way to
shun it nor do I see any chance of It groWII1gbetter.

I ha;e beef enough salted, and have the promiseof pork;
but what to do I know not, for the people have got to know
that I have some salt which is yours, and they are threaten-
ing to put the laws down, and declare tbey will have the
salt out. I never saw the people so desperate. I can hardly
pass the street

.

s; and
.

.. you may as well reason with the wind.
I cannot purchase a bushel «w no person, for if any man
gets mQrethan twohushels they suspect him of making some
unjust Ilse of it. If they say much more about the salt, I
will send some of it down to Yotl. I propose to-morrow to
send some more into every butcher's hand. I really wish
the people had salt.. Captain ~Martinwill be loaded about
Wednesday, I think; but if he sails .Mondayor Tuesday
week, I sl1_allthink. myself well off, for it is impossible to
make the despatch I could wish.

I am desired to ho]dmyself in readiness to march for
New- Yor7corJerseys ]}!onday or Tuesday next. If I must
march, I reaJ1ydon't.know what will become of your busi-
ness, and a number of other people's; but, as. my country
calls, I Sllppose I ought to obey. As to gfttlOg '.n0re salt
for you, I declare iris out of my power; nor do I thmk there
is a man in town that would choose to put twenty bushels
of salt ina warehouse at this time and it be known. I shall
do my best for you.

.

From yoor humbleservant,
JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH.

Honourable Council of Safety at Annapolis.

JESSE HOLLJNGSWORTH TO MARYLAND COU.NCIL. OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, November 29, 1776.

SIRs: Enclosed YOllhave a charge, which I have paid
for two hands on board the Ninety- Two. Please let the
Captain have it. ., .

Captain Rogers I have paId for J}!tkell Mackenzer £]
4s. lOd. Please to charge him with it, and you will oblige
me. He was taken by the constable. From

JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH.

I paid for Mikell Mackenier, 28t~:of the ,mo~th, £2 L2s.,
for bis board. So that I have paId for hIm III the whole,
£3 16s. 10d.

JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH.

CAPTAIN CONWAY TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

November 29th, 1776,

GENTLEMEN:I take the pleasure to acquaint you of my
safe arrival from .Martinico, in the sloop Molly, Having a
long passage, twenty-two days, up as high as Point L.ook- .
Out, as the winds keep to the north so long, I knew I could
not get up the Bay soon. I thought I had better send the
letters by express, having one of my sailors acquainted with
the road. I shall lose no time and make tbe best of my way

with the sloop up to Annapolis. Seed nothing to interrupt
my passage at the Capes.

From YOUl'obedient <\ndhumble servant,
THOlllAS CONWAY.

The honourable Council of Safety in Annapolis, Maryland.

MARINE COMMITTEE TO CAP'!' AIN WARNER.

November 2!), }776,

SIR: We have sent Doctor Smith to take charge of the
wounded men belonging to tbe Fly; and since tbe vessel is
no longer in condition for prosecuting her cruise, you ,ar~ to
return with her into this port as quickly as you can, brmglOg
with you the wounded men and the Surgeon now sent to
take care of them.

'Ve are, sir, your very humble servants.
Captain Elisha Warner;

PETITION OF MAJOR LAMB TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS.

[Read 29 November, 1776.]

To the honourable Congress of the UN[TED STATESOF
AMERICA.

GENTLEMEN:Although the enemy have, contrary to my
expectations, liberated me from the dreary, !Jorrours,of a
prison, and suttered me to return to my famIly ~nd £I'lends,
I am still subject to their power and controul, lIable to be
called upon by them to surrender myself a prisoner when-
ever they please, and restrai[}ed b~ tl?c sacred ties of
honour from drawing my sword agam m defence of my
country till exch~nged for som~ officer of,theirs. Ex!remely
anxious to be relieved fromthis truly pamful and dIsagree-
able situation, I waited on General Washington immediately
after my arrival from Quebeck, earnestly soliciting his inter-
est with your Honours for that purpose. But as I have
not yet heard that sucb an event has taken place, owingI
imagine to, the critical situation of the t\\'o ar~ies, I t~ke
the liberty to address your Honours on that subject, humbly
requesting that I may be included in the next exchange of
prisoners. And as I have unfortunately been prevented by
the fate of war from taking up arms again this campaign, in
support of the freedom and independence of the American
States, and being conscious of having done no more than
my duty in my former exertions for the pubJick good, I can
have no claim to your Honours' particular atten.tion; yet,
as I have been formerly honoured with your approbation of
my conduct, and a singular mark of your confi(~ence,,by an
appointment to the chief command of the ArtIllery It1 the
Northern Department, I flatter myself that I have not been
neglected by your Honours in the new arrangement of the
corps of Artillery.

I have the honour to be, with every sentiment of grati-
tude, duty, and respect, gentlemen, your most obedient and
very humble servant,

J LOHN A~m.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL LEE.

Brunswick, November 29th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I this morning received your favour of the
26th. Your letters to Governour Trumbull for a reinforce-
ment of Militia were exceedingly proper, though I doubt
much whether they can be obtained, as they have suffered
many inconveniences in the course of the present campaign;
nor was the application to Mr. Bowdoin for c]othes, &c.,
less necessary. I am happy to hear the men disco\'erso
much readiness to engage in the service; and that there
may be no objection fat" want of bounty m~ney, I have
directed the Paymaster-General to advance It to such of
the Colonels as apply, and who are appointed and agreed
to continue. I imagme you have settled wi,h the Com-
missary a plan for being supplied with provisions on your
march; that will be highly expedient ; I wi1luse my exer-
tions.

I am, dear sir, yours, &c.,
To Major-General Lee.

Go. WASHINGTON.

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO COLONEL TRUMBULL.

Brunswick, November 2!)th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: His ExceJlency received your favour of the
26th. . The warrant which it enclosed has been properly
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signed and delivered to the boy who brought it, that he
may receive the amount of Colonel Palfrey, should he be
coming this way. If he is not, and should still be at Peeks-
kill, and you are there, I have directed the lad to deliver
it to you.

I have nothing very particular to communicate to you.
We left Newark yesterday morning, and in a little time
after, the enemy entered; we arrived here.

I am, dear sir, yours, &c.,
R. H. HARRISON.

To Colonel Joseph Trumbull, Commissary-General of Pro-
VISions.

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO COLONEL PALFREY.

New-Brunswick, November 29th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: The critical situation of our affairs making
it necessary that every measure should be adopted that can
possibly facilitate the recruiting service and raising a new
army, his Excellency is willing that you should advance,
from time to time, to such Colonels as you know are ap-
pointed, and who agree to serve again, such sums 'of money
as they may conceive to be necessary for paying the bounty
of twenty dollarsallowedby Congressto each private who
shall inlist; keeping in view that they are not to go beyond
the amOllnt which. the whole bounty to a regimentwill be.
You will make this known to the Colonels who are within
the above description, and take thp-irreceipts for whatever
money they obtain, on the back of which his Ex,cellency
will sign a warrant whenever you present tbem. This
scheme is toe:x:pedite matters.

The enemy are now at lVewark, if not advanced farther.
I am,dearsir,yours,&c., R. H. HARRISON.

To Lieutenant-Colonel William Palfrey, Paymaster-Gen-
eral.

COLONEL TYLER TO GENERAL HEATH.

Tappan, November 29,1776.

DEAR GENERAL: I am here with my regiment, and have
got away the stores agreeable to your Honour's orders.
Major Clark is gone with his party this day. I have the
orders this day from General Scott to tarry here till further
orders. My regiment has not tbeir baggage with them, nor
their cooking utensils, which makes it very difficult to be
here, but shall tarry until furtber orders. I believe tbe
people in general tbat are friendly have got away their val-
uable effects. Should be glad your Honour would take the
matter into your wise consideration, and give such orders as
you think proper, which 1 sball be fond of executing.

Am in haste your humble servant,
JOHN TYLER, Colonel.

To General Heath.
Have sent Ensign Doramme, who took three horses below

the enemy's lines yesterday. The Ensign will acquaint
your Honour about the affair. Thought proper to acquaint
yourself concerning the horses;and send the officer.

J.T.
By the
towards

P. S. Purpose to keep a good look-out, &c.
best information I can get, tbe enemy are making
tbe southward.

EBENEZER LOCKWOOD TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.
Pound-Ridge, November 29th, In6.

SIR: These are to inform you that I have been at Stam-
ford this day, and was informed by several gentlemen tbat
might be depended on, that there is but a few of tbe ene-
my's ships up the Sound, and them but small ones, thought
to bave no troops on board of them; and they think the
enemy will not land there tbis year, except it be to. plunder
off some of their stock that may be down on their necks of
land.

Tbere was landed from a brig and tender tbis day a
number of men at Greenwich, a place about two miles
below the post-road, near Stamford, where (as was sup-
posed) they tbought to have taken off a number of sheep,
but they were disappointed, for some boys drove them off,
while the inhabitants fired on the enemy. The enemy soon
returned to their ships. Tbe enemy got off only fOllr poor
calves, under the coverof their cannon. A poor bargain.

Tbe ships soon went up the Sound to tbe east, out of sight.
The men, both old and young, came down in large numbers
when they heard the cannon, and from several miles back,
and seemed to be in high spirits. So on the whole I think
things appear more favourabJe than I expected in this part.
Mr. ]}[ills is to set out to come to you on Monday next. I
bope to be with you about the middle of next week.

From your humble servant,
E L.

BEN. OCKWOOD.

Pierre V. Cortlandt, Vice President of the Convention of
tbe State of New- York, at the Fishkills.

GENERAL HEATH TO GENER,AL SC01'T.
Peekskill, November 29th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I have received your favour of yesterday's
date, and thank you for the intelligence it contains.

The lead I would have forwarded to this place. ,I con-
gratulate you on the success of your application to the hon-
ourable Convention, and the probability that many of YOllr

brigade will continue with you a month longer.
I would bave Colonel Tyler's regiment continue at Tap-

an until tbe stores and provisions are all moved off; after
which I think it would be best for him to return to bis post,
though I should be glad to hear from tbat quarter before he
returns.

I imagine that ere this reaches you the field-piece and
light-horsemen will have joined you. I n:ms.t desire you to
be particularJy careful that tbe arms, accoutrements, ammu-
nition, tents, tools, utensils, &c., which have been de1ivered
to tbe several regiments of your brigade, belonging to the
Pllblick, are returned before the men are discharged. You
will call upon the commanding officers of the several regi-
ments to attend to this matter, as they are charged with
them in the publick books.

I am, dear sir, with respect, your most humble servant,
W. HEA'rH.

General Scott.

CERTIFICATE OF DELEGATES OF TRV.ON COVNTY.
Fishkill, November 29th, 1776.

Wbereas we are informed that it has been reported tbat
Captain }UcKean and Lieutenant French had last summer
disc barged their company without any leave, order, or author-
ity: We do hereby certify, that the abQve report is false and
groundless; that tbe said company bas been kept up in
service; that we have lately seen the said officers and the
company, and know, of our own knowledge, that tbe said
company was in service on the 21st ins.tant, when we were
on our way to Fishkill. We do further. certify, that the
said Captain McKean and Lieutenant Frenl;h are good and
worthy officers,iri our opinion. We further certify that Cap-
tain Jacob Seber's company is dispersed, which ma)' 'proba-
bly have given rise to the report that Captain McKean
had discharged bis company.

JOHN MOORE,

WM. HARPER.

DOCTOR CHAUNCEY GRAHAM TO GENERAL HEATH.. .
Fishkill, 29 November, 1776.

MUCH HONOURED GOOD SII~: Though I had tbe pleasure
of addressing you by a line on your late promotion to a
Major-General, yet as I suppose my letter miscarried, I
had not the honour of an answer, yet oft have inquired of
your health and success, and have as often had the p1easing
satisfaction to hear well of hoth. I should have done my-
self the honour to \'isit you before this time, had not a scene
of multiplied business prevented.

I must now, dear sir, inform you that upwards of one
hUl)dred of tbe men under your command have fled hitber
from the Army in the Jersey, sixty-five of whom are sick,
some dangerous, though but few, an at present unfit for
duty. The Committee of Safety of this State have pllt tbem
an under my care as a physician. Would therefore heg
your direction and orders respecting them, which you may
depend will be punctually obeyed. If any medicines can
be spared, should be glad the enclosed may be sent as near
as possible. I know you will excuse my freedom, and trust
you will honour me with your commands, which will oblige
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him who is, with affection and esteem, your most obedient,
humble servant. Excuse haste.

CHAUNCEY GRAHAIII.

Honol1rable W. Heath, Major-General.
P. S. If you know where my kinsman Dr. Graham is,

you wil! advise in your next.

J. TRu~mULL TO GOVERNOUR TRU~ULL.
Albany, 29th November, 1776,

SIR: I arrived at this place on SatU1'dayeve last, having
at length the happiness to leave Ticonderoga, not with dis-
grace. , .The troops who were ordered IlltO wlllter quarters, are
now embarking at this place for the assistance of General
Washington, at the Jerseys. I shall attend them"and after
that, perhaps come home.

General Schuyler, unaccountably to me, has been. pleased
to desire me to exchan<Teoffices with Colonel LewIs, Quar-
termaster-General. \Vhat his meaning is I am at a loss.
He affects to flatter me with commendations, which I know
not the meaning of. What should you think of the ex-
change?

My best respects attend my mother and the family, and
every friend.

I am, sir, your dutiful and affectionate,
J. TRillmuLL.

Honourable Jonathan Trumbull.

December 2d. I embark to-morrow. J. T.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meetinO' of the Governour and Council of Safety,
Hartford No~mber 29th, 1776: Present, his Honour the
Governou~, the Deputy Governou~, E,liphalet, Dyer, H;~l-
liam Williams, Titus Hosmer, BenJamzn Huntzngton, Thl-
liam Hillhouse, Thomas Seymour, Esquires.

Voted that his Honour the Governour be desired to give
orders to' the Commissaries that have been employed to pur-
chase ClothinO'for the use of the soldiers from this State in
the Continent;l Army, to forward such Clothing as they have
provided, to the Army, and d~Jiver tbe sall!e to tbe Quar-
termaster-General, or his AssIstant or Assistants, or some
other proper pers?ns appointed by th,e General Offic,ers,
taking proper receIpts; and also that 1115Honour be desIred
to give orders to ~ave the ~um an~ other refreshments pro-
vided for the soldIers of tllIS State 10 the Army, forwarded
towards the western parts of tbis State;. and also that his
Honour be desired to write General Washington, and
desire hirri to aovise with such General Officers from this
State as are near him, and point out a plan by which the
resolve for supplying. the sol~iers from this State ~ith, re-
fi'eshments and clothmg at prIme cost, may be carned mto
execution.

Wednesday, December 4th, 1776.-Colonc1Dye!',Col?-
nel Williams, and Mr. Wales, attended to do busmess III
the Council of Safety, &c.

Thursday, December 5th, 1776.-qolo?el Dye~, Col-
onel Williams, Mr. Wales, and Beryamm Huntzngton,
attended to do business in the Council of Safety, &c.

JOSIAH WATERS TO JAnIES BOWDOIN.

New-London, 29th November, 1776,

SIR: I wrote you a few days since, enclosing a letter
from Captain Prince, as also a list of prisoners on board the
Whitty, prison ship, at New- York. I have now ~he p}eas-
ure of acquainting you that a cartel is seltled for sal~ prison-
ers, the excha:nge to be upon, or as near as possible, the
10th day of December next, at Huntington Bay, on the north
side of Long-Island.

This information I conc1uded would be acceptable to you
and otbers the friends of tbose at present in captivity. A
desire, therefore, in some measure to relieve their anxieties
will, I presume, be admitted an apology for the fi'eedom
taken by sir their and your most humble servant,. , ,

JOSI. \V AT~RS, Jun.

New-London, November 29, 1776,

Tuesday night last, one John Goggin", late Boatswain of
the bomb-brig, (who with three other prisoners lately broke

out of PVindham jail,) was fou,nd on board a ,brig ,in this
harbour. He gives the foJlowmgaccount of.s~,d pmone,rs,
viz: That the night after breaking out of Jail, they, with
the help of one Leu'is, who was taken in a prize vessel, .

stole a canoe near Norwich landing, with which they at-
tempted to cross the Sound to Long-Island, but at the
entrance of the race, near Gull-Islands, the canoe overset,
when all of them except Goggin were drowned. Tbeir
names ~are: Edward Sneyd, (late commander of the, bomb-
brig,) William Cook, John Russel, and LewlS.

JAMES JAUNCY, JUN., TO ROBERT R. LIVINdsTON;

Middletown, in Connecticut, November 29,1776.

SIR: I use the privilege of our former acquaintance in
addressing you on a subject w!th which you must be in
some measure acquainted. It ISnow almost four months
since I was taken, with several other gentlemen, and sent
into this government. My father and mother ar; in the
same situation, and at this place also, so that there IS.nO one
to take care of our furniture and other valuable effects, to
the amoUnt of several thousand pounds, which are at Flat-
bush on LonO'-lsland, and at Horse-Neck, Westchester.
Tbe'case of o~r family is peculiarly hard, as I believe it is
~he only one of which all th~ i~dividualshave been,appre-
hended and restrained of theIr lIberty for so long a time on
a mere suspicion of being unfriendly, in suppOrt of which
suspicion, also, no proof whatever has been adduced. Our
case is also particular in another respect: before I was taken
at Westchester, and as soon as I heard ij. party was in pur-
suit of me I wrote to Mr. Gouverneur Morrh, requesting
him to inf~rm m() what was alleged against me, either with
respect to my conduct in th~ officeI held ip the Co!on,Yor
in my private capacity. HIs answer contamed n~ mtllna-
tion of any charge whatevel'; on the contrary, he mformed
me that he had communicated my letter to the Convention,
that their attention at that time was entirely engrossed by
several important matters which was then before them, and
that as. soon as they were despatched they would consider
my requests &c. I have, notwithstanding, been detained a
prisoner ev~r since, without having any thing further in
answer to what I alleged.

The favour, sir, I have now to ask of you is, that you
would move the Convention that we may be allowed to
return to our own homes. Our family ha\'e already suffered
greatly by their removal, and they must do so more and
more every day that they are d~tai~ed. I flatter ~yself,
sir, that you will, both ii'om prl~clples of hu~anlty and
justice endeavour to effect our discharge, In whICh case I
shaJ\ ~Iways properly acknowledge the obligation.

I have the honour to be, your most humble and obedient
servant

J J' JAIIIES AU~CY, un.
To Robert R. Livingston, or in his absence to James

Duane, Esq.
I forgot to mention, that we understan.d that on ollr ap-

plication being made to General Wash~ngton for our dis-
charge, he answered that all matters of thIs sort were referred
to the Provincial Convention.

Saw-Pitts, (in Rye,) Connecticut, November 29,1776,

When his Honour Governour Trumbull recommended it
to the householders in the State of Connecticut, who are not
obliaed to do military duty, to form themselves into com-
panies choose their own officers, and equip themselves for
the defence of these States, a numBer of aged gentlemen, in
the first society in the town ofWateJ'bury,imbodied them:"
selves and nominated their own officers, who were honoured
wilh commissions; and when the regiment of Militia to
which they belong were ordered to New- York, agl'eeable
to a late resolve of the General Assembly, this company
was the first in the recriment that marched and reached the
place of rendezvous.

0

It is now at this place, and consists
of twenty-four men; their ages, ,added together, are a
thousand years. They ar~ all marrIed .mel~,and ~hen they
came from home left bebmd them their WIves,with a hun-
dl'ed and forty-nine children and grand ch!ldrep. ~ne of
them is fifty-eight y~ars of age, has ha~ mnetee~ ch!ldren
and twelve grand children; fourteen of h,IS,own chIldren are
now Jiving. A wortby example of patrIotism. Let others
go and do likewise
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TO THE FRIENDS OF THE AMEIUC.<\N .PRISONERS IN NEW-YORK.

This may inform all persons who have friends, prisoners
of war, in New- York, that Major Wells, one of said pris-
oners, is corne to Connecticut, on his parole, to collect
hard money for the much-distressed and suffering officers
and soldiers. The money and letters are to be left with
Landlord Betts, of Norwalk, Captain Benjamin, of Strat-
ford, Landlord Beers, of New-Havcn, Mr. Hezekiah Wyl-
lys, of Hartford, and at his own hou~sein Colchester; and
must be ready by the middle of December, with proper
directions, and they will be carefully carried, and punctually
delivered.

N. B. The letters must not be sealed, nor contain any
politicks.

MAJOR BATT TO LIEUTENANT-COLONEL GORHAM.. -. .

. Fo,t Cumb~rland, Nova-Scotia, Nov~mb~r 29,1776.

SIR: PUl'sua,ntto your orders I marched at half an hour
after five o'clock to attack the Rebels, with Captains Bran-
son and Pitqairn's companies of Light Marines, Captain
Studholm, Lieutenant Bodawain, Lieutenant Starmar,
Lieutenant. COlHI,Or,four sergeants, and sixty-four rank and
file of our regiment. We took tbe right hand road, leaving
Dankli .and Gays' houses on the left, and continued QU~
route along the. edge of the marsh, under the hill, which
prevented our b.E;ingseen. or heard by the enemy. 'Y~en
there was sufficient daylight to enable ~s clearly to dIs~m-
guish objects, we began to ascend t,he hili. . In a sho:t tu.ne
the advanced guard heard the Indwns talkmg at their wig-
wams, and finding we were wholly undiscovered, I detached
Captain Branson's company to fall upon their right flank,
and Captain Pitcairn's on their left, whilst I pressed forward
in the (:entJ~.\:VithO,u,rdE;tachment; but just as we reached
the top of the hin I heard them beat to arms, on which
the men gave a loud hu:zzaand ran like lions. The villains
tired at ps (f.Q!11.right and. left of the road leading to Eddy's
head-quarters, which we surrounded.

The Rebels who occupied the house darted out of it at
our approach, and fired. as they fled, leaving only a negro
man behind, who beat the dram. "\Vepursued, however,
as fast as we c9u,ld. The uex;t house we entered was the
rende;;:vousof their wretched committee, and owned by one
Gardiner; this I burnt, with every Rebel's house and barn
for six miles., including the whole French settlements at
Bloody Bridge; every man be]onging to which was tbis
day inaction againstus. All the housesI destl'Oyedcon-
tained the CQ\11fortsand many of the luxuries of life, with
numbers of spare arms; and the barns of the French were
receptacles for quantities of salt provisions, flour, rice, and
peas, besides grain of different kinds-drcumstances which
denoted mature ideas of war.

In.sight ofth~ FI"enchvillage of Bloody Bridge stands
the settlement of .Jolly Creur, about a mile distant. After
the men had taken. a little refreshment, I intended to have
crossed the marsh, and laid the other nursery of rebellion
in ashes; but recollecting the superiority of the detachment
under my command, and the correction the enemy had just
received, I determined to return to the fort to give them
time to reflect on their infamy and madness, to wait the
operation of executive justice, and the offer of merey and
oblivion. Indeed, notwithstanding the resentment which
their condpct as Rebels .highly merits, I should not have
added fire to the sword had they not introduced that calam-
ity, by wickedly burning all the buildings near the fort.

Our regiment had One man killed and four wounded.
The marines had one man wounded in the body; and when
the doctorapplied the bandage the ball fell out. The loss
of the enemy cannot be ascerta,ined. We did not search
for !heir dead, the thickness of their cover rendering it
exceedingly difficult to find them; but in the pursuit we
saw two Indians and one white man, who had received the
just wages of wanton and unprovoked rebellion.

The behaviour of officers and men was equal to the cause
that inspired. them, and the cheerfulness with which the
marine light companies underwent the fatigue of the service
deserves tht) highest encomium.

I have the.hoI.lOur to be, sir, with respect, your obedient
and most bumble s~rvant,

THOMAS BATT, Jlajor R. F. Americans.

Lieutenant-Colonel Gorham.

HENRICUS GODET TO THE PRESIDENT OF CO~GRESS.

(Read 26 December.]

St. Eustatius, November 30th, 1776.

SIR: With this opportunity, I once more take the liberty
in offering any services that may lay in my powe:, in con-
tributincr towards the establishment of a beneficIal corre~
sponde;cy. With regard to your supplies, therefore, take the
necessary steps, and I make no doubt but it wil] be agreeable.
I have communicated a plan and every necessary step that
may attend to an accomplishment,to Captain Isaiah Robi~
son, who will be able to give a proper idea of matter.

I conclude, with much esteem, your most obedient servant,
HENRICUS GODET.

To John Hanc.ock, Esq., Philadelphia.
P. S. For the want of money from your part, make am~il"$

dull.

ME MORTAL AND PETITION OF JOHN NO;BLE TAYLOR.

(Referred to the Board of War, November 30, 1776.]

To the honourable the Members of the Continental Congres$
of AMERICA:

The Memorial and Petition of JOHNNOBLEl' An,OR,of the
Island of BE~~UDA,Esquire, humbly sheweth:

That your memorialist, designing to emigrate to the Conti-
nent of America, has (untjl he can withdra'f a cOQsiderabJe
interest from England) purchased a IQ.caJ!QI;lcO[ltiguoustQ
the banks of the Mississippi.

That your memorialist was last summerbol!IJd from \:Jence,
via Antigua, to England, in tht) brig the FqnlJY, of this
island, previous to his intended emigration; btH w.as inter-
rupted on hig voyage by an American privateer and carried
to Old Providence; from whence, by permission of his
Honour GovernOt,lr()ooke, he rett,lmeclto tilis ishmd on the
10th of last montb.

Tha~ your memoriaJist still wishes to go.'to England, as
weU to put his interest there on sl.!c,ha,(qpting as to be
speedily withdrawn from thence, as'to furnish himself with
some family and other necessari~s. ,

Your memoriplist therefore humbly petitions your Honours
that he may be indllJged with your permission, (ratified and
granted to him by your passport at ih\) fQPthereof,) as weU
to go from hence to England and to.re~Umhere from thence
with his family, dependents, and baggage, as to proceed
from hence to the riyer .Mississippi witb thgi:!ame~nd a loaq
of salt from Turk's Island.

And your memorialist and petitioner shnll, as in duty
bound, forever pray, &c.

J N T. QHN. 'Wl!E .AYLOR.

We, whose names are hereunder written, do certify, that
John Noble Taylor, Esquire, has been many years a resident
of this island, and that the facts by him iri this. memorial,
stated, are literaJly true; as witness our hands.

BermlJda,l November, 1776,

HENRY TUCKER,

RICHARD JENNINGS,

J NO. JENNINGS,

HENRY TUCKER,

JOHN MOORE, Clk.,

THEODORE GODET,
THOMAS Dlf;KJ:NSON,
JAMES Tuc~ER,
WM. HALL, Sen.,
JOHN HARVEY,

SAM'L l-!ARVEY.

WILLIAM AYLETT TO RICHARD HEN:I\r L"J;l!:.

Williamsburg, November 26th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I received your very obliging fa vour of the
12th instant, but was much embarrassed .a.t receiving no
certain instructions whether to adopt the Continental ration
01' those confirmed by Congress in this State under the late
contracts. I waited on the Governour and Council with my
opinion in writing, and a]so on the General, which was in
both instances approved, as you will observe by the enclosed
papers. I therefore proceeded, as a nu~ber of peopl,e.were
attending, in consequence of my advertisement, from dIstant
parts of the country, to receive proposals,by the Virginia
ration; and indeed I was necessitated (as the season of the
year for laying in provisions was so far advan~ed and some
of the old contracts nearly out) to do som~thmg, but you
will observe, by a copy of the contract here enclosed, that
I have reserved to the Congress the power of directing any
alteration they may think necessary. My plan and reason~
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being fully express!)d in one of the enclosed papers, to which
I beg leave to refer, it is unnecessary to recapitulate them
here. That part respecting laying ina sufficient stock oLpro-
visions for oU\'five regiments, in the neighbourhood of New-
YQrk, I shall suspend (until next post) carrying into execu-
tion, taking it for granted I sha1l then hear furthet' from you
on the subject. I had some months ago engaged a hundred
beeves and four hundred hogs, to be in readines3, lest 1
should not have it in my power to contract. These 1 have
employed proper persons to barrel. The pork cost twenty
shil1ings net, the beef two pence, and the salt fQr curing
fifteen shi\1ingsper busbel, though I have engaged two thou-
sand bushels at 12s. 6d., which is not yet arrived but is
hourly expected. I expected to have contracted at seven
pence half-penny. Had I let the business to the lowest
bidder, I believe I could have got it done at that rate for
part of the regiments, but the great scarcity and high price
of salt, and the apprehensions of a great demand for provi5-
iom, and the daily accounts received from the northward of
our paper money declining in value, by its being exchanged
for silver and gold, at from seventy-five to one hundred per
cent. advance, has alarmed people here exceedingly, and
upon the whole I thought it would not be sound policy to
press hard to lessen the price of the ration, which I am certain
I could not have succeeded in for a1l the troops, and that a
di3parity in the allowance would have operated to the dis-
advantage of the troops. I therefore, after much negotiation,
opened my instructions to the contracting parties, cautioned
them not to think of engaging but with firm resolution to
comply punctuaJly in every instance; and besides a bond
taken of them, 1 have inserted a clause that may perpetually
stare them in the face, that if they transgress in any instance,
their bond, which is for fifty thousand pounds, shall be for-
feited.

You will be pleased, sir, to lay these papers before the
proper Board, and let me know how my conduct is approved
of. I can only say, I have done for the best, and if my
poor servicesmeets with approbation,I sha1l esteem it the
better of my reward.

I have no reason, from any offers that were made the day
of contracting, to believe I could have obtained any contract
for less than eight pence, as none of them were less than
eight pence half-penny, untill showed my instructions; but
I have other reasons to believe that one or two people would
have taken each a single regiment at seveJ;l pence half-
penny; but besides not liking the men se well, the
expenses of wagonage (which will be saved by having the
provisions at a1l the stations the property of one company)
would have been greater than the saving a half-penny a
ration on one or two regiments, besides the bad consequences
to the troops, of being probably not so wel] fed.

I am, with great respect and esteem, dear sir, your
obliged and affectionate humble servant,

'VILLIAlIl AYLETT.
To Richard Henry Lee, Esquire, in Congress, Philadelphia.

Since writing the above have made a contract, a copy of
which is here enclosed, for a hundred thousand pounds
weight of bacoJ1,at five pence per pound, two pence under
what our navy agents have contracted at, and have des-
patched a proper person to purchase hogs for a thousand
barrels pork, which, with the nine regiments contracted for,
and the Eastern-Shore regiment about to be contarcted
for, will, except fresh provisions, complete the preparation
for fifteen regiments complete, togetber with a quantity
beef, I have had barrels; but we must have money for this.
My office was upwards of two thousand pouuds in debt
before the l<\stsupply came, after paying which I could only
get four tho\1sand pounds towards all these engagements,
and you know, sir, this is the season for laying in supplies,
and without money nothing can be done. I wish I had
received a power for engaging provisions for the Eastern
Army. I think the continent would have saved greatly by
it, from the accounts I have of tbe high prices to the north-
ward and eastward.

In Council, Williamsburg, November 22d, 1776.

Colonel Aylett, the Deputy Commissary of the Conti-
nental Army, having represented to the Board the imprac-
ticability of supplying the Troops with such HatiQns as are
prescribed by Congress, which besides, if tbey could be

procured, would not be likely to give that satisfaction to
the Troops here, which may be expected from the Rations
which have been usual, and which it is supposed may be
furnished as cheap as the former:

Ordered, Tbat the Governour be requested to write to
our Delegates in Congress, stating the substance of the above
representation, enclosing an account of the Rations aIJowed
by this State, and recommending the adoption thereof for
the Continental Troops serving in this country.

A copy. ARcH'D BLAIR, Clerk.

Articles of Agreement this day entered into between W.
AYLETT,D. C. G. for the Continental TroQPs in VIR-
GINIA,and GEO. PURDIE, Qf ISLE WIGHT County, wit-
nesseth:
That Geo. Purdie agrees to furnish the said Aylett with

one hundred thousand pounds weight of good merchantable
bacon, well cured and smoked, delivered at Smithfield, or
some convenient landing on James River, one half of which
to be delivered in April, the balance in May next; but if it
should be inconvenient to said Aylett to receive it before,
the whole is to be delivered in ft-fay, for which the said
Aylett agrees to pay the said P.urdie five pence per pound
current money on the delivery. Witness our hands this
27th November,1776.

W A -D- C G. YLETT, . . .
GEQ. PURDIE.

Terms upon which the following Continental TroQPs in
VIRGINIAare to be Victualed the ensuing year, tQend
the first day of DECE1UBER,1777.
The Second Regiment to commence the first day of De-

cember next. The Seventh ditto, except so many of them
as are or may be stationed at York, until the 20th day of
February, to commence the said first day or December next,
and after the said 20th day of February, the whole are to
fall into this contract, or sooner if they are removed from
York before.

The Eighth Regiment to commencethe said firstday of
December next, unless ordered to the northward. The six
regiments about to be raised on Continental establishment
in this Commonwealth, to commence as soon as the whole,
or any part of them, are raised.

The troops to be fed two days in each week with bacon,
two days with salted beef or pork, at least one half of the
former, and three days with fresh beef, or other fresh pro-
vision, for every week during the continuance of this COII-
tract, at the following rates, to wit: Bacon, fourteen ounces
per ration; beef or pork, either salted or fi'esh, one pound
and a quarter per ration; mutton, one pound per ration;
and one pound and a quarter of flour, or one and a half
pound of sifted mea!.

Butter to be provided for the sick, at eight ounces per
ration, at which rate it is to be issued whenever it is con-
venient to the contractors to supply it, and the troops to
demand it instead of the other rations.

Sugar, molasses, rice, coffee, and some wine, to be pro-
vided for the sick, and to be issued in lieu of other rations;
so that the contractors be no losers by it, when ordered by
the Surgeon or commanding officer.

Peas, beans, and potatoes, to be issued three times in
each week, instead, or in part of flour, so long as they can
be had, at the rate of two and a half bushels of peas or
beans to one hundred pounds of flour, or one and a half
pounds of potatoes instead of a ration of flour, if the com-
manding officer requires it, or vegetables in lieu thereof, so
as that the contractors shaH be no losers by it, (meaning
the vegetables.)

Vinegar, one gill per man per week, to be issued on
drawing days, in the same manner with other provisions.

Salt, one gill per man per week.
The provisions to be all good in kind; a council of offi-

cers, appointed by the commanding officer, judging it other-
wise, it is to be thrown upon the hands of the contractors.

The provisions when once carried to any particular sta-
tion where troops are quartered, for their particular ~lseat
that station, by ordm"of the commandingofficer,and it be-
comes necessary to remove them from tbence, the contractors
are to have the use of publick wagons, agreeable to a resolve
of Congress.
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The troops ordered to the south side of James River, not
exceeding two regiments, are to be fed by Messrs. Baleel'
and Ifardy, under a former contract, till tbe first day of
March next. '

This contract not to extend to the Eastern Shores, or
beyond the Blue Ridge of Mountains, unless it be agree-
able tQ the contractors.

If the afore-mentioned troops, or any part of them, are
ordered out of this State of Virginia, the contractors are to
continue to supply them on their march through, or into
any of the United States, until they meet with a proper
Continental Commissary, to whom they are to resign the
supplying of them, and the contractors are to be found
wagons for carrying such quantities of provisions as the
commanding officer shall direct.

If upon the removal of any of the afore-mentioned troops
from any station where provisions are laid in, to any other
station where provisions are also laid in, by any of the con-
tractors'induded in this agreement, it is to be at the option
of the commanding officer, whether any or how much pro-
vision sbaH be removed fi'om one station to the other, or if
to any other place, the commanding officer shall direct from
what station the provision shall be carried, to save as far as
may be the expense of wagonage.

If upon the removal of any of the afore-mentioned troops
out of this State, or beyond the Mountains, 01' to the East-
ern Shore, a larger quantity of pro\'isions are left on hand
than the commanding officer may judge necessary for those
that remain, the contractors are to deliver such supernume-
rary provisions as are sound and merchantable to the Com-
missary-Genera], who is to pay the same what they cost,
with all reasonable expenses.

If the honourable Continental Congress should disapprove
of the ration herein contracted for, or direct any othet, kind
of rations, this contract to be void, if the contractors do
not choose to supply the rations that they may direct, and
they are to have their provisions taken off their hands, with
a1l reasonable expenses, as conditioned for in a foregoing ar-
ticle.

No excuse to be admitted for any bn'ach of these articJes,
but an absolute forfeiture of their bonds to be taken for their
compliance, except it should only be for a few days, and
proceeding from some unforeseen accident.

The contractors to be furnished with such sums of money
as may, from time to time, be necessary for the carrying on
oftheit, business. Joseph Hawkins, James Barbour, George
Pickett, John Craig, Henry Field, William Robertson,
Richard Hardy, and James Grigsby, do hereby aO"reewith
William Aylett, Deputy Commissary-General in Vi1-ginia,
to furnish the troops mentioned in the foregoing instrument
of writing, agreeable to the terms therein expressed, accord-
ing to the true sense and meaning thereof, and for which
they have gi,'en bQnd for their performance. And for
which the said William Aylett hath agreed to pay them
eight pence per ration, Virginia currency.

In witness whereof, the panies aforesaid have subscribed
their names, this 23d day of November, 1776.

It is further agreed, that the necessary provision for the
Army shall be at the risk of the contractors, except taken
by the enemy in the field of battle or in garrison.

"VILLTA~IAYLETT, D. C. G.,
Jos. HAWKINS, H. FIELD, JUN.,
JAS. BARBOUR, JAMES GRIGSBY,

JOliN CRAIG, WILLIAM ROBERTSON,

GEO. PICKETT, RICHARD HARDY.

The firm, HAWKINS, FIELDS, HARDY & Co.

sioners and contractors being principa1ly the duties of my
office, I presume that it wi1l he taken for granted I have
faithfuJly executed that part of my duty, for a reexamining
every provision return will employ a great deal of time, and
I could have no interest in permitting impositions to take
place, unless I had entered into a wicked combination with
the commissaries or contractors, and under that idea no
settlementwould be ever final. I have iiJlthe accountsof
the respective contractors fairly stated, with the number of
rations issued each day, to whom, and by whose order, and
double receipts to every sum of money paid, to be lodged
with the accounts and vouchers to be sent to Congress, and
the other to remain in my own hands. I wish you, sir, to
have. this matter of reexamining the vouchers or provision
returns, clearly expressed in the instructions' sent to the
Commissioners, as it will be a prodigious saving of time in
settling my accounts; lor unless I can be confided in, in re-
spect to auditing' those accounts that I have no other interest
in than to see that they are honestly and fairly stated, I am
a very unnecessary officer; for if the Commissioners are to
reexamine them, they might as wen do it in the first instance,
and save the expense of a Deputy Commissary-General;
however, if it is thought necessary, I have all the returns
properJy arranged and numbered, and will most cheerfully
go through with it, but it will take up a great deal of time.
r have supposed that producing these accounts, with proper
receipts for payment, would be as much as would be required
of me; but it may not be amiss to l'eexamine part of them,
to see that I have attentively discharged the trust reposed
in me; but the face of every account will show this, as there
are none of them but will show the most.exact scrutiny
having been bestowed on them, from a number of correc-
tions to each.

Dunmore has not yet made his appearance here, though
our Governour and Council are taking every precaution to
give him, if he comes, a proper reception. Many detach-
ments of the Mi1itia are already in Williamsburg, and I am
come up to send a hundred men from this County, who are
to march on :Monday next. Our recruiting business is like
to be retarded for the want of money. It will be weH to
send a sufficientsum for this purpose,for laying in a suffi-
cient store of provisions as soon as possible. It certainly
would be a great saving to the Continent to lay in a large
quantity of provisions of pork and beef here, though it is
almost too late now to procure beef on low terms.

I am, respectfully, dear sir, your obliged aod affectionate,
W. AYLETT.

To Richard Henry Lee, Esq.
I would apologize for the abundance of trouble I have

given you, but when publick interest or private fi'iendship
is the motive, I know apology is unnecessary.

JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, November 30th, 1776.

Sms: I have a large parcel of powder, that Captain
~Iart1~nbrought in,that he says is forPhiladelphia. Please
let me know what I am to do with it. I shall have all the
tlour for Captain .Martin delivered this day fi'om the milJs.
I would be glad to know if I ought to continue the mills
grinding for me, as it is some disadvantarre to let them
engage wi~hother people. There are seve~l prize vessels
here. Wdl you want any of them? The prize schooner
has .some.rum on board.

. I will.give ten shillings per gallon
for It a]), If you can or WI])se]) It. Please write me on this
matter; the powder in particular.

From your humble servant,
JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH.

The honourable Council of Safety, at Annapolis.
King 'Vil1iam, November 30th, li76.

DEAR SIR: Since writing the letter that encloses this, I
have received your favour by our Attorney-Genera], with
my account enclosed, and am glad to hear that the Conti-
nental officers are to be saved the trouble and expense of STEPHEN STEWARDTO MARYLANDCOUNCIL0].' SAFETY.
attending at Philadelphia to settle this account. I imagine November the 30th, 1776.
the Commissioners will receive full instruc~ions in what GENTLEMEN: I have enclosed you Mr. Graham's letter.
ma~ner to pro.ceed, and wh~ther they: ~re mmutely to ex- You wilJ see by it I desired him to inquire of Mr. Forbes
amme all the InI1.umerable htt]e provIsIOn-vouchers that I how much beef and pork he could purchase, and at what
hav~ already audIted and settled, or only to examine my priee. I only got 11r. Graham's letter yesterday. I could
receipts, and see that the ,accounts are properly stated, and not answer it before you had seen it. Now I shalJ be
s[ln~s.ofmoney I I.lave receIved prop~rJy accoun.ted for. Ex- obliged to you to write me whether I shall engage Mr.
ammmg and settling the accounts wIth the vanous Com mis- Forbes to purchase.a quantity for the Province. I would

FIFTH SERIES-VOl,. III. 58
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have waited on you but am very unwell with the rheuma-
tism. If it is agreeable to you I will send some salt, and
get somebody to take care of the beef. I mean to pay Mr.
Forbes five per cent. for the trouble of buying and paying
for the beef and pork. I hope the guns are de]ivered the
Captain of the Province brigs. Did not choose to deliver
the small gnns from the brigs till they were sold. The
JeniJer lays ready rigged, and no Captain nor sailors.
Its a pity your fine vessels should be lying by the wal1s. I
wish the Province would sell the schooner to me; I would
give £1,500 for her. Uyou want to see me for any thing
please to write me, and I will come up. I shall be much
obliged to you if you wil1get one of yoUl'clerks to buy one
hundred pounds of tallow, or what they can get, and send
down by the vessel that brought the guns.

I am, your most obedient servant,
STEPHEN STEWARD.

To the honourable Council of Safety.

WILLIA* RU!\ISEY TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

November 30th, 1776.
, MAYIT PLEASEYOURHONOURS: Were I to consider my
business, which is difficuJt to transact, that I must load a
sloop for sea before the frost, and not an article of her cargo
purchased, I am afraid it would be an insufficient reason
for my not appearing before your honourable Board, because
private ought to give way to publick concerns.

If your HonouTs are acquainted, I have larO"equantities
of wheat at different creeks in our bay, to beObrollght up
and carried across to Appomattox for merchants in Phila
delphia; that from the difficuJty of procuring craft and
wagons, no person but myself can superintend these affairs.
It wil1serve probably as an apology for my not attendinO".

The levy court will come on the middle of Decemb'""er.
If I am absent a number of poor must suffer, especial1y as
Colonel Veazey and Captain Hyland will be at Annapolis,
and perhaps other Magistrates detained at home by sickness,
bad weather, or other accidents.

But there may be an attack on the Delaware. If I leave
the County it may be said, "He has shielded himself in
the Council of Safety."

If depredations should be made by the enemy on that
neighbouring State, from the vicinity, interest, and generosity
of the battalion in which I am engaged, they will certainly
march to their assistance, and will as assuredly expect my
presence. In our present situation we want rather hearts
than heads, while your Honours are at the helm.

These last reasons have more weight with me than any
other; indeed, it gives me pain to decline any appointment
of the Convention, or so polite an invitation from your
Honours, which, if it were not for the above cogent objec-
tions, would be a mandate to your Honours' most obedient,
humble servant, \VM. RUMSEY.
The honourable Council of Safety for Maryland.

THO~fAS }lOND TO }lENJAMIN RUMSEY.

At an Election held at the Upper Cross Road.~, Novem-
ber the 30th, 17j'6. Benjamin Amos, Captain; Joshua
Amos, First Lieutenant; Abraham Williams, Second Lieu-
tenant; Joseph Hitchcock, Ensign.

Judges, present: Charles Baker, ]}loses Johnson, Joseph
Jones.

SIR: The above gentlemen being chosen by the com-
pany, I would take the liberty of recommending them to be
as fit to fill these'stations as any in the company.

I am, sir, your humble servant, THOS. BOND.
To Colonel Benjamin Rumsey.

November the 30, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I hereby desire that the commissions may
issue agreeable to the choice of the people. As I was an
Ensign in the company before the officers that belonued to
it went to the camp, and have now made choice otme as
their First Lieutenant, I am glad to serve them.

I am, yours, JOSHUA AMOS.

To the Committee of Harford County.

JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, November 30th, 1776.

SIRs: Captain John Carey is in want of a mate, as he
informs me. There is a good-looking young man that came
mate of a prize schooner taken by Captain Cook, that is
willing immediately to enter with Captain Cary as mate,
but Captain Cook will not release him without your orders.
So wouJd have you write him. I have done all in my power
to get him, but it don't seem satisfactory to Captain Cook.
As I have wrote YOllso ofteu this way I add no more.

From your humble servant,
JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH.

The honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.

He has a boy, apprentice to himself, which he expects
with him. Please name it to Captain Cook. I have ap-
plied to Captain Cook in person. He says he must have
your instructions. Has not seen Mr. Nicholson, the Judge
of the Court of Admiralty, as yet, nor do I think Mr. Nich-
olson will undertake in this case. So please to be full in
the matter.

December Jst, 1776.

SIR: If you can spare Captain Cary the mate of your
prize schooner, and a boy that is his apprentice, the Coun-
cil will be much obliged by your doing it.

I am, &c.
Captain Cook.

SAMUEL CHASE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

PhiJadelphia, Saturday morning, November 30th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:By a resolve of Congress of the 12th of
October, 1775, "Each Captain and other commissioned
officer, while in the recl'l1iting service of this Continent or
on their march to join the Army, shall be allowed two dol-
lars and two thirds per week for their subsistence; and that
the men who inlist shall each of them, whilst in _quarters,
be allowed one dollar per week, and one dollar and one
third of a dollar when on their march to join the Army for
the same purpose."

The resolves enclosed will show the allowance by Con-
gress for recruiting. I have given you this trouble on a
presumption that the allowances by Congress were unknown
at the time recruiting orders issued in our State.

I am directed by Congress to call your immediate atten-
tion to their request some time ago to our Convention, to
make inquiry of some Nanticoke Indians, which the Six
Nations allege came into our State, and have not since been
heard of, and they express fears for their safety. Be pleased
to inquire of Mr. Duvall for the letter fi'omCongress on this
subject, and take effectual measures for a speedy inquiry.
I should imagine the Committee for Dorset County could
make the proper inquiry.

Congress have not heard from General Washington since
the 27th, when he was at Newark. Young Bradford
writes that our Army left lVewark on the 26th, in the morn-
ing, and were at Brunswick yesterday.

I am, gentlemen, with respect, your most obedient servant,
SAM'L CHASE.

The honourable Council of Safety of Maryland, Annapolis.
The enclosed letter was delivered to me open. Our

troops are perishing for the want. of shoes and stockings.
Can't you send some for the use of our friends?

COLONEL HAUSSEGGF.R TO RICHARD PETERS.

Branch Creek Powder-Mill, November 30th, 1776.

SIR: I arrived here yesterday, about four o'clock. I found
good convenience for the men to live in for some time, until
barracks can be built. The guard and wagons are not yet
arrived, on account of the bad road. This powder magazine
is very small; it will soon be fulL

I am just going to Readingtown, to see to get ten thou-
sand feetof board to finishthe barrack. Mr. Pew, theclerk
of this work, is also to set out to get the scantling, &c. Sir,
please to order Mr. Towers to send one dozen axes, spades,
shove]s, grubbing-axes, four hand-saws, two augers, six gim-
Jets, kettles, dishes and spoons. If you please to order Cap-
tain Woolperthe will get the other articles.
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A guard is here very necessary-if you please to order
Captain Wolpert with the remainder of his company. So
soon as an opportunity, one wagon sent here. I enclose you
the draft of tbe barracks as are to be built immediately.

Sir, I remain by remembrance, many compliments to the
rest of the gentlemen of the honourable Board. Sir, your
very humble servant,

N ICHL. HAUSSEGGER, Colonel.

To Richard Peters, Esq., Secretary of the ,""'ar Office at
Philadephia.

PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO THE LANCASTER COM-

MITTEE.

In Council of Safety, PhihJ.delphia , November 30, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:It is highly expedient that the prisoners in
your barracks be forwarded as fast as possible to tbe Jersey,
in order for an exchange. The account received hy Con-
gress and intimated to this Board, of the situation of our
men, prisoners at New- York, demands the utmost exertion
to get them out of the hands of our enemy. We hope there-
fore you will send them off as fast as possible, in such man-
ner as you shall think most expedient.

By order of Council:
DAVIDRITTENHOUSE,Vice President.

To the Hon. Committee of Lancaster County.

First Division with Captain Henry, returned 15th Decem-
ber, 1776.

Wagons.
Jolmi'ltlandebachs, (Lancaster,) 15 days, at 30s. - £QQ 10 0

came in Sunday morning.
Philips Bushong, (Lampiter,) 15~ days, at 30s. - 23 5 0

came in Saturday noon, and went home witb his horses,
and returned Sunday morning.

Benjamin Bowman, (Lampiter;) came in Friday morning,
went home with his horses, and returned Sunday morn-
109.

Abraham Longenecker, (Lamp iter ;) came in Friday morn-
ing, went home with his borses, and returned Sunday
mortling.

Christian Frick, (1Uanheim,) 16 days, - 24 0 0
came in Saturday morning, went home with his horses,
and returned Sunday morning.

John Leib, (JJIanheim,) 16 days, - - 24 0 0
eame in Saturday morning, went home with his horses,
and returned Sunday morning.

You will be the objects of scorn and reproach! You will
be a hissing amongst the nations, and the despised of the
world. He is an .American, he dare not be free, will be a
pro\'erb translated into every language. But this is not all:
You will see your cities laid waste, or, if presen'ed, not
preserved for your use, but for the use of those ~ho toiled
not in the building. Those apartments wherein you have
long enjoyed all the endearing sweets of domestick happi-
ness, will become confused scenes of the riot and debauch-
ery of unlicensed strangers-and, shocking thought! your
wives and daughters may perhaps be compelled to admin.
ister to their unruly joy! These are not the creatures of
an over-heated imagination; they are but too probable
realities; they are evils which you will yourselves be instru-
mental in realizing, if you do not now exert every possible
effort to ward them off. Be pot deceived; you are on the
brink of a precipice; the abyss is dark and deep; an abyss
of unfathomable woe! But your virtue, and your virtue
only, can erect a wall of defence so finn and stable that the
powers of Hell shall not prevail against it! Away, then, with
all petty contests. Step forth like men-you must know,
you must feel, that your cause is good. It is founded in
virtue. It is founded in the common ri!>'htsof mankind.
Let it be supported, then, in such a manu:r as such a cause
deserves.

Be not dismayed; your enemies are far from being invin-
cible! What as yet are their great exploits? What their
boasted triumph? They have never repulsed you with
equal numbers on equal ground; they are not able to do it.
If you have lost some men in this contest, they have lost
more. Your resources are at hand; theirs at a great dis-
tance. Stir up yourselves, then, and chase these plunderers
from your beloved country. Then, and not till then, can
you call that beloved country your own. JVforeneed not
be said; circumstances speak for themselves, and every
incentive that called forth the spirit of heroism in every age
now calls upon you--calls aloud upon you. Obey the
sacred voice, and be forever free.

E P AMINONDAS.
Philadelphia, November 30, 1776.

.

LANCASTER (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE.

At a meeting of the Committee of Observation, Inspec-
tion, and Correspondence, at the house of Adam Riegart,
the 30th November, 1776,-

Present: William Atlee, Edward Shippen, Lodwick
Lowman, Michael lJ'Iusser, Christopher Crawford, John
Miller, William Bowsman, George Moore, Adam Reigart,
Matthias Slough, Jacob Kriegh, Andrew Graff, Sebt.
Graff. William Atlee in the chair.

TOTHE PEOPLEOFPENNSYLVANIA. The Officers appointed to guard the Prisoners to the

'Vould to God I had the eloquence of Cicero and the Jerseys for exchange, represent that this severe season of the
powers of Demosthenes! Would to God I possessed those year, some liquor of some kind, either rum or whisky, is
irresistible abilities which in former ages animated the mul- necessary for the men. It is therefore considered and agreed
titude in the cause of virtue, and spurred them on to noble that they be allowed half a pint a man per day, which the
deeds, which have bid defiance to oblivion, pierced through' officer will provide for before he sets off, and carry with the
the gloom of ages, and triumphed over tottering towers and baggage-wagon, to deal out to the men. Also, that the
cities mouldered into dust! Freely would I exert all the wagoner, after their provision is out, eat with and draw pro-
force of reason, and all the influence of language, on this visions with the guard at the publick expense.
pressing, this important occasion. I would address you, my The Prisoners represent to the Committee that the allow-
dear countrymen !-I do now address you, by all you hold ance of half a ration for a woman, and half a ration for a
most dear, to exert yourselves to the uttermost in this trying child, agreeable to their former allowance, will not be suffi-
crisis of your affairs. What have you done? Yall have cient for them on their march, and pray the sentiments of
solemnly declared that you will not submit to be hewers of the Committee whether some further allowance ought not to
wood and drawers of water to any nation under Heaven. be made to them. They say that heretofore many of the
You have so]emnly declared you will not, but through ex- single men who worked with the inhabitants suffered their
treme necessity, yield up the fruits of YOUl'labour to the provisions to go to their rooms in the Barracks, which enabled
imperious hand of the spoiler. If you mean any thing by the women and ehildren to subsist, but as they shall now
these declarations, why not exert yourselves in the deter- everyone have occasion for their rations, the women and
minate halll'? Can any truth be more certain than this, children must suffer. The Committee taking their request
that it is in your power by one manly effort, to cut off, or into consideration, are of opinion, that tbe honourable the
at least repel and disable, the enemies of your peace? aQd Congress will not censure them for requesting Mr. Simons,
by that means leave your country free; leave YOU!"darling the agent for the contractor, to increase the allowance forthe
offspring free; and have your memories embalmed by the women and children dUl'ingtheir march, in manner following,
immortal blessingsof a grateful posterity. Rouse, then, your- to wit: By aUowing the women a full ration, and for the
selves, ye noble spirits! Now, if ever, show yourselves to children half a ration, and direct the Chairman to request
be worthy of that honour and happiness which is designed that allowance be made them, and to charge the addition to
for you, if you have but the virtue to lay hold upon it. the States.
Should you now yield yourselves up to fruitless despair, or, There being a great number of wagons necessary to trans-
by an ignominious lassitude, suffer your exulting enemy to port the baggage of the prisoners and the women and children,
cry Victory! Victory! what must be your miserable ]ot! and the distance being so great that the wagoners cannot

'*'
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carry a sufficient quantity of fodder to last them to the end
of their journey, and at the same time carry a proper load,
it is the opinion of the Committee, that persons be appointed
to go forward to provide feed for the wagoners, that they may
not be detained by the way, and to superintend the different
brigades and parties of wagons, as their wagon-master, 011
the march; and Fmlerick Sheffer is appointed to that
service, he agreeing to execute it to the best of his abilities,
and to fino his own horse, and provide himself and horse in
all provisions necessary at his own expense, at the rate of
fifteen shillings pel' day; which it is agreed shaJl be allowed
him for his troubJe, services, and expenses, during this service.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Brunswick, Saturday, November 30th, 1776,

SIR: I have been honoured with your favour of the ~6th,
and with itsenc!osures, by which r perceive the measures
that have been adopted for forwarding a reinforcement of
Militia. Their arrival is much to be wished; the situation
of our affairsbeing truly alarming, and such as demands the
earliest aids. As General MijJlin's presence may have a
happy inRuence on the dispositionand temper of many of the
Associators, I shaJl not direct his return so lona as he can be
done without, and tiJl it becomes indispensably necessary.

On Thursday morning I left Newark, and arrived here
yesterday, with the. troops that were there. It was the
opinion of alltbe Generals who were with me, that a retreat
to this place was requisite and founded in necessity, as om
force was by no means sufficient to make a stand against the
enemy, much superiour in number, with the least probability
of success, and whose advanced guards were entering the
town by the time our rear got out. It was the wish of all
to have remained there longer, and to have baited before we
came thus far; but upOn due consideration of oU\' strength,
the circnmstances attending the inlistment of a crreat part of
our little fi)rce, and the fi'equentadvices that the"'enemywere
embarking, or about to embark another detachment for
Staten-Island,with a viewof landingat Amboy to cooperate
with this, which seemed to be confirmed by tbe information
of some persons who came from the island, that tbey were
collecting and impres~ing all tbe wagons they could find, it
was judged necessary to proceed till we came here, not only
to prevent their bringing a force to act upon our front and
rear, but also that we might be more convenient to oppose
any troops they might land at South-Amboy, which many
conjectured to be an object they had in view. This conjec-
ture, too, had probability, and some advices to support it.

I hoped we should have met with large and early succours
by tbis time; bl!t as yet no great number of tbe Militia of
this State has come in, nor have I much reason to expect
that any considerable aid will be derived from the Counties
which "lie beyond this river, and in which the enemy are.
Their situation will prevent it in a great measure from those
parts where they are, provided the inclinations of the people
were good. Added to this, I have no aSSurancesthat more
than a very few of the troops composing the FJying-Camp
will remain after tbe time of their engagement is out; so far
from it, I am told that some of General Ewing's brigade,
who stand engaged to the 1st of January, are now going
away. If those go whose service expires this day, our force
will be reduced to a mere handful.

From intelligence received this morning, one diwisionof
the enemy was advanced last night as far as Elizabethtown,
and that some of their Quartermasters had proceeded about
four or five miles on this side to provide barns, &c., for their
accommodation, Other accounts say another division, com-
posed of Hessians, are on the road through Springfield, and
are reported to have reached that place last night. I do not
know how far their views extend, but I doubt not they mean
to push every advantage resulting from the small number
and state of our troops. I early began to forward part of
the stores from this place towards Philaddphia. Many are
gone, the rest we are removing, and hope to secure.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
Go. vV ASHlNGTON.

P. S. I have wrote to Governour Livingston, who is
exerting himself to throw in every assistance, and to have
guards placed at the ferries to prevent the return of the
soldiers who are I)ot discharged.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE BOARD OF iVAR.

Head-Q,uarters, Brunswick, 30th November, 1776.

GENTLEbIEN:
.
I am to acknowledge the receipt of your

favolll'sof the 18th, 19th, and 23d instant, which, from the
unsettled situation of our affairs, I bave not been able to
answer before.

That of the 18th eneloses a list of stores taken in the
Hancock and Adams, Continental ship, and carried into
Dartmouth, .New-England, with a resolve of ConnTess to
deliver the muskets, powder, lead, and flints, to m; order.
As the other articles of the cargo will be full as useful to the
Army as those included in the resolve, I would advise that
directions be given to have the whole cargo removed from
Da:tmouth .to some secure place in tbe neighbourhood of
Phdadelphza, and tbere deposited till called for. It is by
no means proper that so great a quantity of military stores
should be lodged with the Army, especiallyat present,as
we know not to-day wbere we shall be obliged to remove
to-morrow, and that win in all probability be the case while
tb~ enemy continue with a light army on this side the North
Rwer.

In answ~r to that part of yours of tbe 19th, in which you
ask my a?VICeas to the propriety of inlisting prisoners of war,
I, would .just observe, that in my opinion it is neither con-
sistent with the rules of war, nor politick. Nor can I think
tha~ because ?~r enemies have committed an unjustifiable
actlO~ by entlcltlg, and in some instances intimidating, our
men mto their service, we ought to follow their e~ampJe.
Befo,re I had the honour of yours on this subject, I had de-
termmed to remonstrate to General Howe on this head. As
to tbose few who have already inJisted, I would not have
the~n again with,drawn and sent in, because they might be
suby:,cted ~opUllIshment, but I would have the practice dis-
contmued III future. If you win revert to the capitulation
of St. John's and Clwmblce, you will find an express stipu-
lation against the inlisting the prisoners taken there.

~
,remarked that the inlistment of prisoners was not a

pohtlCk step; my reason is this, that in tinle of danger 1 have
always obse:ve~ such persons most backward, for fear, I sup-
pose, of fallmg mto the hands of their former masters, from
whom th,ey expect n? mercy; and this fear they are apt to
commullIcate to theIr feIlow-soldiers. Th~y are also most
re~dy ,to d~sert wben an action is expected, hoping by car-
rymg mtelhgence to secure their peace.

I met Captain lIesketh on the road, and as the situation
?f his ~amily did ~ot admit of delay, I permitted him to go
unmedmtely to l'.ew- York, not having the least doubt but
General Howe will make a return of any officer of equal
rank who sball be required.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, gentlemen,
your most obedient servant,

Go. 'W ASHINGTON.

Honourable Board of War.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR LIVINGSTON.

Head-Q,uarters, Brunswick, 30th November, 1776.

SIR: I have the pleasure and bonour of acknowledgincr
the receipt of yours of the 27th. General Williamson gi~-e~
me small encouragement to bope for much assistance fi'om
the Militia of this State; indeed, some of the Counties, if
they were wil]ing, are intimidated from coming in, as the
enemy have possession of the country. I hope the four
regiments to be raised to serve till the 1st of April will be
quickly full, as more dependence is to be put upon them
than common Militia. The time of General Heard's briaade
of Flying-Camp men, for this State, and that of Ge~eral
B,ea!l's, from iUaryland, expires this day; so that tbe Army
wIll by that means suffer a very considerable dil11inntion.
But,w~at is ~till worse, although most of the Pennsylvanians
at'¥ mhsted tlJl the 1st of January, I am informed that they
are deserting in great numbers. I tberefore entreat tbat
you would, without loss of time, give orders to the officers
of Militia on the roads and the ferries over Delaware, to
take up and secure every soldier tha,t has not a regular dis-
charge or pass. In order to effect tIllS, propel' guards shoulU
be immediately posted.

I thank you most sincerely for your feelings for me at this
time and upon this ?ccasion. I wiH not, ~owever, despair,
but look forward wIth a hope that such remforcements will
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yet arrive to my assistance as will enable me to prevent our
common enemy from making much further progress.

I am, with every sentiment of respect and esteem, your
Excellency's most obedient servant,

Go. 'V ASHlNGTON.

To Governour Livingston, New-Jersey.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO ADJUTANT-GENERAL REED.

Brunswick, November 30th, 1776.

DEARSIR: The enclosed was put into my hands by an
express from the White-Plains. Haying no idea of its
being a private letter, much less suspecting the tendency of
the correspondence, I opened it, as I bad done all other
letters to you, from the same place and Peekskill, upon tbe
business of your office, I conceived and found them to be.

This, as it is the truth, must be my excuse for seeing the
contents of a letter which neither inclination or intention
would have prompted me to.

I thank you for the trouble aod fatigue you have under-
1T0nein yourjourney to Burlington, and sincerely wish that
your labours may be crowned with the desired success. My
best respects to Mrs. Reed.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant,
Go. W ASHlNGTON.

To Joseph Reed, Esq., Adjutant-General, Burlington.
P. S. The petition referred to 1 keep.
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GENERAL SIR WILUAM HOWE TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN.

New-York, November 30,1776.

l\h LORD: The service in which I have been employed
since the departure of Captain Balfonr, with advice of the
reduction of New- York, would not allow of an earlier time
to send an ac?ount to your Lordship of the progress made
from that penod.

The very strong positions the enemy had taken on this
island, and fortified with incredible labour, determined me
to get upon their principal communication with Connecticut,
with a view of forcing them to quit the strong holds in the
neighbourhood of King's Bridge, and, if possible, to brinO"
them to action. "

All previous arrangements being made, the Army em-
barked on the 12th of October, in flat-boats and other craft,
and pressing through the dangerous na vigation of lIell-Gate,
in a very thick fog, landed on Frog's Neck, near the town

of West-Chester, about nine in the morning, the Carrysfort
frigate being placed to covel' the descent. The presence of
Lord Howe, the activity of Commodore Hotham, most of
the Captains of the fleet, and of the Navy officers in general,
were infinitely conducive to the King's service in this diffi-
cult movement; only one artiJ!ery boat was overset, having
three six-pounders on board, which were lost, and three men
drowned.

Lieutenant-General Earl Percy remained with two bri-
gades of British, and one of the Hessians, in the lines near
IIaerlem, to cover New- York.

The Army remained in this situation until the stores and
provisions could be brought up, and three battalions of Hes-
sians dra",n from Staten-Island, which, together with some
bad weather intervening, occasioned a delay ~f five days.

On the 18th, several corps reembarked in flat-boats, and
passing round Frog's Neck, lan-ded on Pell's Point, at the
moul\1 of Hutchins()n's River; af~er which the main body
crossed the mouth of that river to the same place, advanced
immediately, and laid that night upon their arms, with the
left upon a creek opposite to East- Chester, and the right
near to Rochelle.

On the march to this ground, a skirmish ensued with a.

small party of the enemy posted to defend a narrow cau"e-
wa)', who were pursued for a mile, when a considerable body
appearing in ii-ant behind stone-walls and in woods, SOme
companies of Light-Infantry and a part of the Chasseurs
were detached to dislodge them, which they did effectually.
Lieutenant-Colonel .Musgrave, commanding the First Bat-
talion of Light-Infantry, and Captain Evelyn, of the Fourth
Regiment, were both wounded; the latter is since dead,
and much to be regretted as a gallant officer, but Lieutena.nt-
Colonel l1fusgrave is in a fair way of recovery. Three
soldiers were killed and twenty wounded. The enemy's
loss upon this occasion was a Lieutenant-Colonel killed, a
.Major wounded, and about ninety men killed and wounded.

The part of the Sixteenth Light Dragoons that arrived
with Lieutenant-Colonel Harcourt on the 3d instant, (one
transport being still missing,) and the whole of the Seven-
teenth Light-Dragoons,joined the Army on the 20th.

On the 21st, the right and centre of the Army moved to
a position about two miles to the northward of Rochelle, on
the road to the White-Plains, leaving Lieutenant-General
Heister, with two brigades of Hessians and one of British,
to occupy the former ground. Lieutenant-Colonel Rogel's,
with his corps of Rangers, was detached to take possession
of Mamaroneck,where the carelessness of bis sentries ex-
posed him to a surprise from a large body of the enemy, by
which he lost a few men killed or taken; nevertheless, by
a spirited exertion, he obliged them to retreat, leaving behind
them some prisoners, and several killed and wounded.

The Sixth Brigade, commanded by Brigadier Agnew,
was moved tbe 22d to sustain the post of :Mamaronec7c. On
the same day, Lieutenant-General Knyphausen, with the
second division of Hessians and regiment of Waldeckers,
having arrived the] 8th at New- York, landed at Rochelle,
was ordered to remain there to cover the disembarkation of
stores and provisions.

Upon the movement of the Army to Froa-'s Neck, the
enemy detacher! a corps to White-Plains, and quitter! their
position about King's Bridge with some precipitation, leavinO"
two thousand men for the defence of Fort Washington~
extending their force behind the Brunx, from Valentine's
Hill to White-Plains, in detached camps, every where in-
trenched; their left by this means covering an upper com-
munication with Connecticut, aswell as the Toad along the
North River, it was judged expedient to move to lf1hite-
Plains, and endeavour to bring them to an action.

Lieutenant-General lIeister, with his corps, having orders
to join on the march, the Army moved in two columns on
the 25th, and took a position with the Brw~x in front, the
riO"htof the line being at the distance of four miles from the
White-Plains; upon which the Rebels immediately quitted
their detached camps between King's Bridge and White-
Plains, assembling their whole force at the latter place,
behind intrenchments that had been thrown up by the
advanced corps. The Army marched by the right in two
columns towards White-Plains early on the 28th, Lieuten-
ant-General Clinton leading the right, and Lieutenant-Gen-
eral Heister the left column. Before noon all the enemy's
advanced parties were drove back to their works by the
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Light-Infantry and Chasseurs, and the Army formed with
the right upon the road from Mamaroneck to the White-
Plains, about a mile from the centre of their lines, and the
Jeft to the Brunx, near the same distance from the right
flank of their intrenchments. A corps of the enemy was
formed on a commanding ground, separated from the right
flallk of their intrenchments by the Brunx, which also, by
changing its course nearly at right angles, separated this
corps in front from the left of the King's Army. Colonel
Raille, who commandeda brigadeof Hessians on the left,
observing this position of the enemy, and seeing a height on
the other side of the Brunx unoccupied by them, /i'omwhence
their flank might be galled, took possession of it with great
alacrity, to the approbation of Lieutenant-General Heister,
who was acquainted with this movement by Sir William
Erskine. Upon viewing the situation, orders were given
for a battaJion of Hessians to pass the Brunx and attack
this detached corps, supported by the Second Brigade of
British, under the command of Brigadier-General Leslie,
and the HessianOrenadiers sent from the right commanded
by Colonel Donop; giving directions at the same time for
ColonelRaille to charge the enemy's flank as the Hessian
battalion advanced to them in front; but there being some
difficulty in passing the Brunx, the Twenty-Eighth and
Thirty-Fifth Regiments, who were the first to support, passed
it in a place most practicable, and formed on the opposite
side, though under the enemy's fire, with the greatest steadi-
ness ; ascended the steep hill in defiance to all opposition,

.and rushing on the enemy, routed and drove them back Trom
their works. These two battalions were closely supported
by the Fifth and Forty-Ninth Regiments, who showed the
same zeal to distinguish themselves; the Hessian Grenadiers
also coming up, and passing the Brunx, ascended the height
with the greatest alacrity and in the best order. This mate-
rial post being gained, the Hessian Grenadiers were ordered
forward upon the heights within cannon-shot of the intrench-
ments, the Brunx from its winding course being still between
them and the enemy's rigbt flank; the Second Brigade of
British formed in the rear of the H~ssian Grenadiers, and
the two brigades of H~ssians on the left of the Second
Brigade, with their left upon the road leading from Terry-
Town to White-Plains. The right and centre of the Army
did not remove from their ground. In this position the
troops lay upon their arms tbat nigbt, and with very little
alteration encamp~d next day. The officers and men of
tbe British and Hessian Artillery deserve much commend-
ation for their actin) services on this occasion.

The killed, wounded, and prisoners taken from the enemy
durinO' the course of this day is said to be not less than two
huud;ed and fifty. The loss of his Majesty's troops and
allies was small, as your Lordship will observe by the
general return, considering the strength of the ground from
whence the enemy was forced; though the loss of Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Carr, of the Thirty-Fiftb Regiment, who died
the next day of his wounds, is much to be lamented.

The enemy drew back their encampment on the night of
the 28th; and observing their lines next morning much
strenfTthened by additional works, the designed attack upon
them" was deferred; and the Fourth Brigade, left witb Lord
Percy, with two battalions of the Sixth Brigade, were ordered
to join the Army. Tbese battalions having joined on the
30th, in the afternoon, a disposition was made for the attack
next day; but the nigbt and morning proving very wet it
was postponed. In the mean time the Rebels h<\ving intelli-
gence by a deserter of their danger, most prudently evacu-
ated tbeir camp in the night of the 1st of November, after
settinO' fire to all the houses in and near their Jines, mdst of
whicl~ were cOllsumed, and retired with their main force to-
wards North- Castle, lea ving a strong rear guard upan the
heiO'hts and in the woods, for one mile back from their in-
tre~chrnents, the possession of which was immediately taken,
and the Hessian Grenadiers remained upon tbe ground.
All these motions plainly indicating the enemy's design to
avoid coming to action, I did not think the driving their
rear O'uard further back an object of the least consequence.

Li~utellant-Geoeral Knyphausen being ordered on the
28th of October to leave the regiment of Waldeck at
Rochelle, and to move witb the six battalions of Hessians of
his corps towards King's Bridge, took post at Ml:le Square
and Valentin~'s Hill, and on the 2d of November encamped
on the Island of New- York, near to King's Bridge; the

enemy quilting the heights of Fordham upon his approach
retired to Fort .Washington. The Army WaS ordered on
the 3d to provide three days' forage; and the nex.t day
MajOl'.General Grant marched with the Fourth Brigade to
J}liZe Squmoe and Valentine's HilZ; the Sixth Brigade to a

. bridge over the Brullx, in West- Chester, near De Lancey's
]tlills; and the Waldeck regiment took post at another,
tbree miles above the former, on the same river. On the
6th the Army encamped at Dobbs's Ferry, upon the North
River. .When this movement was made the Rebels came
down from their strong holds,burning what they had not
before destroyed at White-Plains, and distressing the in-
habitants by small parties in a most wanton degree. The
park of Artillery moved to King's Bridge on the 7th, under
a strong escort, with a detachment of Chasseurs, to join
Lieutenant-General Knyphausen. Four battalions of Light
Infantry, and the remainder of the Chasseul'S, with four
field-pieces, took post next day on the communication to
King's Bridge. On the 10th a brigade of Hessii:mswas
sent as a reinforcement to Lieutenant-General Knyphauaen.
On the 12th the Army marched in two columns towards
King's Brido-e, and encamped the day follQwing upon the
heights of Fordham, forming a line with the right to the
Brunx, upon the .West-Chesterroad, and the left to the
North River.

During the continuance of the Army at Dobbs's Ferry
the enemy sent a large detachment over the North River,
by King's Ferry, to Jersey, and were employed in intrench-
ing at Croton Bridge and White-Plains, and building bar-
racks at those places, and at Peek's Kill, near the foot of
the Highlands, for their winter habitations.. Lieutenant-
General Knypha1tsen had for some days established bis post
on the York side of King's Bridge, within cannon-shot of
Fort Washington, which was covered by very strong ground,
and exceeding difficult of access; but the importance of tbis
post, which, with Fort Lee on the opposite shore of Jersey,
kept the enemy in comm<\nd of the navigation of the North
River, while it barred the communication with York by
land, made the possessionof it absolutely necessary. Prepa-
rations were therefore made for a general attack, and thirty
flat-boats, under the direction of Captains Wilkinson and
JJ:lolloy, passed up the .North River on the night of the 14th,
undiscovered by the enemy. Every tbing being prepared,
and. the attack fixed for the morning oCthe 16th, Lieutenant-
Colonel Patterson, Adjutant-General, was sent the 15th to
summon the commanding officer to surrender, and to warn
him of the consequences that must attend a general attack;
to which he replied,he woulddefend himself to the last ex-
tremity. Four attacksweredeterminedupon, the firstunder
the command of Lieutenant-General Knyphausen against
the enemy's left, on the side of King's Bridge, in two
co.Iumns,formed by detachments from tbe IIessians of his
corps, the brigade of Raille, and regiment of Waldeck~ The
second by the First and Second Battalions of Light Infill1tl'Y,
and two battalions of Guards, under the command of Briga-
dier-General Mathew, to land by Raerlem creek upon the
enemy's right, from thirty flat-boats; which attack was to
be supported by the First and Second Grenadiers and
Thirty-Third Regiment, under the comm1jnd of Lord Corn-
wallis. The third atta('.k, intended as a feint, by the Forty-
Second Regiment, to be embarked in batteaus in a creek
oppositeto ColonelMorris's house,and upon the left of tbe
enemy's lines towards New- York. The fourth by Lord
Percy, with tbe corp5 under his command, on York-Island,
to assault the right flank of the enemy's intrenchments on
that side.

The field artilJery and batteries being properly disposed
for the three attacks on the side 9f King's Bridge and
IIaerlem creek, Lieutenant-General Knyplwusen moved
forward about noon, but having a very thick wood to pass,
in which the enemy was very ad mntageously posted, it was
some timebefore he could penetrate; from which difficulties
his corps was for a considerable time exposed to the fire of
three pieces of cannon. As soon as this attack began the
Light Infantry moved, and ]anded under a brisk fire, before
and after they had quitted the boats, from a party of the
Rebet; posted behind rocks and trees; however, by getting
up a vcry steep, uneven mountain, with their usual activity,
they soon dispersed the enemy. The GU<;1.rds,fol1owed by
the Grenadiers and Thirty~Third, landed without any loss.
Intelligence in the mean time being received that Lord Percy
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had carried an advanced work, orders were sent Lieutenant-
Colonel Stirling, commanding the Forty-Second Regiment,
to endea\'our to land, and for two battalions of the Second
Brigade to support him. Upon which he immediatly ad-
vanced in his boats through a heavy fire, with great perse-
verance, and forcing his way up a steep height, which was
well defended by a body of the Rebels, he gained the
summit, took one hundred and seventy prisoners, and pene-
trating across the island, facilitated Lord Percy's success
against the enemy's lines opposed to him, which his Lord-
ship passed.

Colonel Raille, who led the right column of Lieutenant-
General Knyphausen's attack, having, after a considerable
opposition, forced the enemy from their strong holds, pushed
fmward to their advanced works, and lodged his column
within one hundred yards of the fort, from whence he
sumrnoned them to surrender, upon which they readily desired
to treat.

Lieutenant-General Knyphausen's column having more
impediments to encounter in passing through the wood,
could not join the right column until they had got up to the
fort. The enemy upon his appearance, surrendered prison-
ers of war, to the number of two thousand seven hundred,
including officers, besides the prisoners made by the Forty-
Second Regiment, The enemy had three officers and fifty
men killed, and six officers and ninety men wounded, in the
different attacks.

Fort Lee being the next object for the entire command
of the North River, and a ready road to penetrate into
Jersey, an addition of boats under the command of Captain
Phipps was sent by the Admiral to King's Bridge, in the
night of the 17th, without being discovered by the enemy.
~he firs~division for.embarkation landed next day, at eight
o clock III the mormng, about seven miles above the fort,
while the second division marched up the east side of the
river, by which movement the whole corps, as per margin,*
were landed, with their cannon, by ten o'clock, under the
command of Lieutenant-General Earl Cornwallis. The
seamen distinguished themselves remarkably upon this
occasion, by their readiness to drag the cannon up a rocky
narrow road, for near half a mile to the top of a precipice,
which bounds the shore for same miles on the west side.

Lord Cornwallis immediately began his march, and had
not the enemy at Fort Lee been apprised of hls moving
towards them by a countryman, after he had proceeded
some distance, he would h,ave surrounded two thousand
men at the fort, who escaped in the utmost confusion
leaving all their artillery and a large quantity of stores and
provisions, their tents standing, and kettle upon the fire.
His Lordship encamped that night near the fort, making use
of the enemy's tents.

The next day Major-General Vaughan, with the Li"ht
Infantry and British Grenadiers, was detached to the n~w
bridge upon Hackinsac river, and a detachment of the Six-
teenth Dragoons, under the command of Colonel Harcourt
was sent over to Fort Lee. This detachment, with som~
companies of Lig?t .Infa~try, scoured the country on the
22d, as fat. as Pzsazck ftver, and found the enemy had
abandoned all the intermediate country, their advanced
guard being at Aquakinunc. On the 24th, the Second and
Fourth Brigades of British, and one battalion of the Seventy-
First Regiment, joined his Lordship, who, leavin(r the Second
Brigade at Fort Lee, advanced with the main body on the
25th to t~e new b~idge. On the enemy retiring from New-
ark, as hts LordshIp approached, he took possession of that
place on the 28th, and is now following them retreating
towards Brunswick. '

I cannot too highly acknowled"e the active services of
Lieutenant-General Clinton on ev~ry occasion the support
I have at all times received from the other Gen~ral Officers,
and the zealous ardour of all ranks whatsoever during the
course of this campaign. '

The Hessian troops, under the command of Lieutenant-
Generals Heister and Knyphausen, have also exhibited
eveJ'f good di~position to promote his Majesty's interests,
and Justly ment my acknowledgment of their services.

1 have the honour to be, &c., &c.,
W. HOWE.

* First and second, battalion.s, of Light In.fantry, two companies of
Chasseurs, two battalIons of Bnttsh and two dItto of Hessian Grenadiers
two battalions of Guards, Thirty-Third and Forty-Second Regiments.'

GENERAL SIR WILLIAM HOWE TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN.
New-York, 30th November, ]776.

My .LORD: The troops being upon the eve of going into
winter cantonments, I trouble your Lordship with this
separate letter respecting the succeeding operation of the
present campaign, and with some particulars relative to the
next.

Lieutenant-Generals Clinton and Lord Percy are under
orders to sail with the first fair wind .to tak~ possession of
Rlwde-Islan,d, hav}ng a force excee~ing six thousand rank
and file, which I Judge to be sufficient for the operation;
and although the expedition may miscarry, from the late
season of the year, yet, on account of the great importance
of the object,' I have hazarded the consequences of a disap-
pointment from that cause, not doubting of success if the
weather proves tolerably favourable. In this opinion I am
strengthened by the cheerfulness with which it is undertaken
by the two Genera]s to be employed, and from the little
preparation the enemy has made to defend it, by the latest
intelligence received.

In consequence of my expectation that Lord Cornwallis
will shortly be in possession of East Jersey, I propose to
quarter a large body of troops in that district, without which
we should be under much difficulty'to find covering, foraue
and supplies of fresh provisions for the Army. The planoof
the enemy, by their publick orders, is to destroy all species
of forage and stock as they retire before his Majesty's troops,
which I am hopeful they will not have time to accomplish'
and their further design seems to be, to retreat behind th~
Rariton river, or perhaps behind the Delaware, to cover
Philadelphia.

By the best information from the northward, I learn the
Army from Canada was obliged, by the severity of the
weather, to repass the lake from Crown-Point on the 5th
instant, from which event, and a consideration orthe difficul-
ties that Army must meet with before it reaches Albany in
the course of next campaign, it is reasonable to conclude
this will not be effected earlier than the month of September.
In that persuasion, I would humbly mention my ideas for
the opera~ion~ of the ~ext c~mpaign, ~ith the force they
may reqUIre, III order, If possible, to fimsh the war in one
year, by an extensive and vigorous exertion of his Majesty's
arms.

1st. An offensive Army of ten thousand rank and file to
act on the side of Rhode-Island, by taking possession' of
Providence, penetrating fi'om thence into the country
towards Boston, and, if possible, to reduce that town; two
thousand men to be left for the defence of Rhode-Island
and for making smllll incursions, under the protection of th~
shipping, upon the coast of Connecticut. This Army to be
commanded by Lieutenant-General Clinton.

2d. An offensive Army in the Province of New- York
to move up the North River to Albany, to consist of nof
less than ten thousand men, and five thousand for the defence
of New- York and adjacent posts.

3d. A defensive Army of eight thousand men to cover
Jersey, and to keep the Southern Army in check, by (riving
a jealousy to Philadelphia, which I would propose to ~ttack
in autumn, as well as Virginia, provided the success of
other operations will admit of an adequate force to be sent
against that Province. .

. South-Carolina and Georgia must be the objects for
wlOter. But to complete tillS plan, not less than ten ships-
of-the-Jine will be absolutely requisite, and a reinforcement
of troops to the amount of fifteen thousand rank and file
which I should hope may be had fi'om Russia, or fi'o~
Hanover, and other German States, particularly some Han-
overian Chasseurs, who, I am well informed, are exceed-
ing good troops.

By this calculation, the Army in the southern district
would consist of thirtv-five thousand effective men toJ .

'.'oppose fifty thousand that the Ameru:an Congress has voted
for the service of next campaign.

The enemy, though much depressed at the success of his
Majesty's arms, are encomaged by the strongest assurances
fi'om their leaders of procming assistance from foreieru
Powers, for which end it is understood that Dr. Franklin
is gone to France, to solicit aid from tbat Court. I do not
presume to point out a way of counteracting him; but were
that effected, and the force I bave mentioned sent out it. ,
would stl'lke such terrour through the country that little
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resistance ',"ould be. made to th~ progress of his Majesty's
arms in the Provinces of New-England, New-York, the
Jerseys, and Pennsylvania, after the junction of the Northern
and Southern Anllies.

.

As the Army must, at all events, be much divided in
the ensuing campaign, I beg leave earnestly to solicit your
Lordship for an additional battalion of Artillery, for the good
effects of which I can be responsible from the great terroul'
of the enemy on all past occasions where the Artillery has
apreared. A few light six and tllree-pounderswill also be
wanted on .this plan of operations.

I beg leave, at the same time, to request an additional
number of officers to tbe Guards, who, when complete,
have only three to Qoehundred men, whereas in some com-
panies there are only two; and although the men behave
with great spirit, yet the temptations of plunder are so great
that it is not in the power of a few officers to keep the men
under restraint.

The date of the King's warrant for my appointments to
vacant commissions being on the 22d of June, and super-
seding the authority given in your Lordship's letter of the
12th of said month, I shall not presume to post to any
vacanciesthat may happen in the detachment of Guards;
neither would it be in any degreeessential.to the interests
of his Majesty's service that I should exercise this power,
since the number of officers would not be thereby aug-
mented.

The remountand additional horses for the Light Dra-
goons I hope may be sent out early, as the good services
they have performed this campaign, and the dread the
enemy have of them, has been fully experienced upon every
occasion. I therefore beg leave to request that three hun-
dred horses, with saddles and accoutrements, may be sent
out in March for this service, and I could wish to have them
from Ireland, as m()re hardy and moreaccustomed to get
over fences than the horses from England.

Colonel Prescot, commanding at St. Augustine, has
requested to have the rank of Brigadier-General upon the
American service, and knowing him to be a worthy, good
officer, I beg leave to recommend him to his Majesty's
favour.

I also beg leave to reeommend Dr. JYlorris, physician,
who has served this and the last campaign to general satis-
faction and with great credit to himself, to be Inspector of
the Hospitals of this Army. As it must be much divided in
the course of this winter and the next campaign, I appre-
hend such an appointment in his favour will be for the
interest of his Majesty's service.

I am, &c., W. HOWE,

PROCLA~IATION BY LORD HOWE.

By RICHARD Viscount HOWE, of the Kingdom of IRELAND,
and WILLIAM HOWE, Esq., General of his Majesty's
Forces in AMERICA,the King's CommiSS1:onersfor restor-
ing peace to his .M(ljesty's Colonies and Plantations in
NORTH AMERICA,Sfc.:

Proclamation.

Whereas, by our Declarations of the ]4th of July, and
19th of September last, in pursuance of his Majesty's most
gracious intentions towards his subjects in the Colonies or
Provinces of New-Hampshire, ltlassachusetts-Bay, Rhode-
Island, Connecticut, New- York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania,
the three lower Counties on Delaware, ltlaryland, Virgini(l,
North-Carolina, South-Carolina, and Georgia, all persons
speedily returning to their just allegiance were promised
a free and general p11.rdon,and were invited to accept not
only the blessings of peace, but a secure enjoyment of their
liberties and properties, upon the true principles of the Con-
stitution: And whereas, notwithstanding the said declara-
tions, and the example of many who have availed themselves
of the assurances therein made, several bodies of armed men,
in open contempt of his Majesty's proffered clemency, do
still continue their opposition to the establishment of legal
government and peace; and divers other ill-disposed persons,
pursuing their own ambitious purposes in the exercise of a
lawless influence and power, are using fresh endeavours, by
various arts and misrepresentations, to alienate the confidence
and affection of his Majesty's subjects; to defeat every plan
of reconciliation, and to prolong the unnatural war between

Great Britain and her Colonies: Now, in order to the more
effectual accomplishment of bis Majesty's most gracious
intentions, and the speedy restoration of the publick tran-
quillity j and duly considering the expediency of limiting
the time within which such pardon as aforesaid shaH be
granted, and of specifying the terms upon which only tbe
same shall and may be obtained: We do, in his Majesty's
name, and by virtue of the powers commiued to liS, 11ereby
charge and command all personswhatsoever, who are assem-
bled together in arms against his Majesty's government,
to disband themseh'es and return to their dwellings,there to
remain in a peaceable and quiet manoer; and we also charge
and command all such other persons as are assembled
togetber under the name of General or Provincial Congress-
es, Committees, Conventions, or other associations, by what-
ever name or names known and distinguished, or who, under
the .colour of any authority from anysLlch Congress, Com-
mittee, Com-ention, and other association, take upon them to
iS5ne or execute any orders for levying money, raising troops,
fitting out armed shipsandvessels,imprisoning, 01'otherwise
molesting his :Majesty's subjects, to desist and cease from
all such treasonable actings and doings, and to relinquish all
such lIsurped power and alJthority, so that peace may be
restored, a speedy rernissionof past offences quiet the appre-
hensions of the guilty, and all tbe inhabitantsof the said
Colonies be enabled tQ reap the benefit of his Majesty's
paternal goodness in the preservation of their property, the
restoration,of their commerCe, and tbe security of their most
valnable rights, under tbe just and moderate authority of the
Cro\yn and Parliament QfGreat Britain: And we do hereby
declare, and make knowil to a1l ,men, that every person,
who withm sixty days from the day of the date hereof,
shall appear before the Governour, 01' Lieutenant-Governour,
or Commander-in-Chief, in any of his Majesty's Colonies or
Provinces aforesaid, or before the General or Commanding
Officer of his Majesty's forces in America, 01' any other
officer in his Majesty's service having the command of any
detachment or parties of his Majesty's forces there, or before
the Admiral or Commander-in-Chief of his Majesty's fleets,
or any other officer commanding any of his Majesty's ships
of war, or any armed ves.sel in his Majesty's service, within
any of the ports, 113\'enS, creeks, or upon the coasts of
America, and shall claim the benefit of this Proclamation,
and at the same time testify his obedience to the laws, by
subscribing a declaration in the words following: "I, A. n.,
do promise and declare, that I will remain in a peaceabJe
obedience to his Majesty, and. will not take up arms, nor
encourage others to take up arms, in opposition to his
authority," shall and may obtain a full and free pardon of
a\l treasonSand misprisionsof treasons,by him heretofi)1'6
committed or done, and of aU forfeitur~s, attainders, and
penalties for the same; and upon producing to us, or to
either of us, a certificate of such his appearance and declara-
tion, shall and may haveand receiveslJchpardon made and
passed to him in due form.

.

Given at New- York, this thirtieth day of November,
1776. HOWE.

W. HOWE.
By command of their ExceJlencies:

HENRY STRACm;y.

[It was remarked, as extraordinary, that the oath in this Proe1amation
says not a word about Parliament, or Legislative authority, which was
the caus~ of the war; but that it requires purely an implicit submission
to the King, and to him alone.)-Rem.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER RECEIVED IN LONDQN, DATED NEW
YORK, NOVEMBER 30, 1776.

Our Army moulders away amazingly; many die by the
sword, many by sickness, brought on by the bad provisions
we have had fi'om Ireland; others by the inclemency of the
weather; and I am afraid great numbers will not see tbe

winter over. This climate, and such provisions as we ha ve,
(for the Pro~'ineials clear the country as they go of all kinds
of necessaries of life,) agree with none but those who are
inured to hardships, and are brought up with the most
ordinary food. I wish Government would look after the
contractors, for without we are snpplied with w ho]esome
necessaries of life, it cannot be expected.we shall long fight
their battles.



929 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., NOVEMBER, 1776. 930

GENERAL SCOTT TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Camp at Haverstraw, November 30th, 1776.

SIR: By exprp,ss last evening fi'om General Heath, I
received an extract of a letter from Head-Quarters to him,
dated 27th instant, in which it is mentioned that your
Excellency is assured of my exertions to influence my troops
to continue in service with General Heath fifteen or twenty
days longer.

You have doubtless, sir, been apprised by that gentleman
of the reason of my coming hither. But lest it should be
otherwise, give me leave to mention, that an application to
him, by Colonel Hay, of this place, a gentleman uncom-
monly spirited in the publick cause, representio~ the exposed
state of this part of the country by reason of the vicinity of
the enemy, and the great number of Tories between this
and the enemy's Army, be thought proper to consult with
his Brigadiers on the subject, who advised him to throw a
body of troops across the river. This measure being
approved by him, he inquired what troops should be sent,
upon which J offered my ~ervicewith my brigade. On the
25th, in the evening, I received my orders for crossing, "to
cover the stores on this side the river, and to prevent the
advances of the enemy into the passes of the Highlands,
should tbey attempt it." Early in the morning I moved, and
arrived here about the middle of the day; and on inquiry
found Colonel Hays's fears too well grounded. Therefore,
after making the necessary disposition of the troops, and on
considering that the few remaining days of service would
put it out of my power to answer the end for which I c~me,
I immediately wrote a most pressing letter to our Conven-
tion, requesting them to conjure the troops, in the strongest
terms, to continue one month longer in the service, and to
offer them a gratuity to induce them to do it. HOIyever,
before my letter had reached the Convention, they had
taken up the subject, as you will see by No.1, enclosed,
which came to hand yesterday. The Convention, however,
on receipt of my letter, came to the resolves, No.2. Upon
receipt of them I paraded the brigade, formed them into
a circle, and from the centre published the two sets of
resolves, and in the best and most animated manner I could,
urged a compliance with tbem. I then retired and left
them to free consultation; and on my return, desired the
officers, who chose to continue with me in the service, to
join me in the centre, at the same time offering my month's
pay to the non-commissioned and privates, as a further
encouragement to them tb follow the example of their
leaders. All the commissioned officers present, except five
Captains and subs and two Adjutants, immediately joined
me. This circumstanee gave me flattering hopes; but,
alas, sir, I have been deceived; for upon ordering the officers
to bring me in returns of those who are willing to continue,
which they have done, I am convinced that I cannot retain
thirty. However, I shall immediately put the passage of
the letter above alluded to into brigade orders, hoping that
your Excellency's application, and the short term you
propose, may have the desired effect.

You will be waited upon, sir, by some of my officers
with their abstracts. I am sony to inform that the detention
of their pay has been made a great handle by the leaders of
the opposition. I therefore earnestly beseech your Excel-
lency tu despatch the warrants, as the men will wait till the
officers return, and they are directed to ride night and day.

I take the liberty to enclose the abstracts for myself and
Major Fish, on which J ueg your Excellency's warrant.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, J'our Excellency's
most obedient servant,

JNU. Mom", SGOTT.

His Excellency General Washington.

In Committee of Safety for the State of New-York, ~
FishkiIJ, November 25th, 1776. 5

Whereas the period of service of the brigade of Militia of
this State, under the command of Brigadier-General /:)cott,
as well as that of the detachment of Militia stationed in the
Forts in the Highlands, commanded by Colonel Snyder, will
soon expire; and whereas, from the invasion of this State in
different parts, and the measures necessary for its protection
and secUl'ity, an unavoidable delay has been occasioned in
the inlisting and raising the four Battalions of troops in this
State for tbe Continental service; and whereas our merciless

FIFTH SERIES.- VoJ.. Ill.

enemy, W?O have laid was~e with unrelenting fury such
parts of tlJISState as unhappily became a prey to their ven.
geance and rapacity, have been encouraged by a season
uncommonly favourable, and the hopes of the diminution of
the Continental forces and the Militia, on account of the
expiration of their times of service, to protract their military
operations, and to proceed in spreading ruin and desolation
throughout such parts of this injured country as they find
defenceless and open to their barbarous incl1l'sions; and the
further services of the said brigade and detachment of Militia

.
being (i'om these important considerations indispensable; and
forasmuch as, from the present motions of the enemy, it is
highly probable that all the Militia of this State will speedily
be called forth into actual service; this Committee of Safety
do therefore

Resolve, That in their opinion the said BriO"adeand De.
tachment of Militia ought to continue in ser~ice until the
last day of December next, on the same pay and rations
which have been hitherto provided for them, unless. from
the situation of the enemy, they can be sooner discharD"ed
with safety.

0

And this Committee are persuaded that when they se-
riously reflect on the situation of their bleedinO"country, the
miseries to which their friends and their fa~lies must be
exposed by the further progress of their inhuman enemy
and the disgrace of deserting the service at so critical ~

period; when they consider that their retiring can procure
them but a few days of ease, inglorious in the enjoyment
and bitter in reflection, since it mllst invite tneir inveterate
foes to pursue and seek them out in their very retirement;
when they remember the righteous cause in which they are
engaged, in common with a whole Continent, and the ines-
timable value of. the blessings of freerlom and security for
which they .contend; and wl~en,.finally, they contemplate
the glory which must be acqUIred In bravely defendinD"their
country against the hand of tyranny and oppression~ their
fathers, their families, their relations, and their fi'iends, from
rapine, plunder, and slaughter, and their females from indig-
nities worse than death i-from motives so powerful; from
every argument of interest, honour, duty, and self-preserva-
tion, as well as experience of their courage and patriotism
this Committee entertain not the least doubt but that th~
officersand privates of the said Brigade and Detachment will,
with the utmost cheerfulness and alacrity, comply with this
resolve, and continue to exert and distinguish themselves as
brave, steady, and virtuous citizens and soldiers, and thus
recommend themselves to the protection of Heaven and the
regard aQd gratitude of their distressed country.

Ordered, That copies of this Resolution be immediately
transmitted to General James Clinton and General Scott
and that the same be puulished at the head of every Re(1'i~
ment in General Scott's Brigade, and of every Company °of
the Detachment commanded by Colonel Snyder.

Extract from the Minutes:
JOHNMcKEsSON,Secretary.

In Committee of Safety
.

for th~ State of New-York, {
Fishkill, Novemb~r 27,1776. 5

Resolved, That the thanks of the Representatives of this
State be given to Brigadier-General Scott for his patriotick
offer of continuing in service for the space of one month
without pay, in order to stop the ravage of a cruel enemy.

Resolved, That Brigadier-GeneralScott be authorized
and requested to continue in service for the space of one
month, and that he be entitled to the same appointments
with the other Brigadiers-General in the Continental ser-
vIce.

Resolved, That the thanks of the Representatives of this
State be given to the Officers and Men of General Scott's
Brigade for the spirit, alacrity, and perseverance which they
have exercised in defence of their injured and invaded
country.

Resolved, That the sumof £ 1,500 be givenas a gratuity
to the Non-commissioned Officers and Privates in]isEed in
this State, who at present compose General Scott's Brigade.
and General &ott and the Colonels of the New- York ReO"i~
ments in his Brigade are requested to dispose of the sa~16
in such a manner as they shall deem most equitable and
advancive of the publick interest.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State transmit th6
59 .
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said sum of £1,500 to General Scott, taking his receipt for
the same.

Extract from the Minutes:
JOHN McKESSON, Secretary.

GENERAL SCOTT TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Camp at Haverstraw, November 30th, 1776.

SIR: Since I had the honour of writing to you last, I have
had a return of those in my brigade wilJing to continue a
month in the service, their number too trifling to be men-
tioned.

Having, however, received last night an extract (a copy
of which is enclosed) from a letter from Head-Quarters to
General Heath, I put it in brigade orders this day, with
some arguments for a compliance, which I fear will prove
ineffectual, as I am informed Lieutenant-Colonel Harden-
bergh and some of his men are already gone off, and many
others of the brigade are in a state of motion. I have also
taken care to put out in orders what I thought necessary for
securing the supplies furnished to my brigades by the State.
I hope the Colonels will attend to them. I expect to be at
Fishkill on lJ'IQndaynight; for I am sure nothing less than
an altnighty power will hold my. briO"ade.

I have this_day wrote to General TVashington an account
of the steps taken by the Convention and myself to detain
the brigade a little longer in the service. This I thought
necessary for the justification of both. I am told with cer-
tainty, that two brigades from the other side are to cross
immediately. I therefore most sincerely regret the obsti-
nacy of my soldiers. A body of four or five thousand men
to faHon the enemy's rear, would probably, while General
Washington, who is confidently reported to be fifteen thou-
sand strong, engaged them in front, might probably do signal
service, especiaIIy if the foHowingaccount be true, which I
had from a Major Clark, who had a command of a party
to cover theremoyal of tbe stores fi'om Tapan, which is
completed, and he now on his way to join General TVash-
ington's Army. It is safe for him in his march to take a
detour. He is now on it. His letter to me is dated yes-
terday, at the New-City, at the Court-House. He says,
"two persons, who made their escape from the enemy yes-
terday, one of whom was taken at Fort Washington, the
other at Fort Lee, bring certain inteHigeflce, that upwards
of ten thousand of the enemy embarked under the command
of General Clinton last Slmday, on board their transports,
and sailed, the place of their destination not known, said to
be Carolina or Rhode-Island, (query, if not to Capes of
Delaware;) seven thousand remain at Hackensack and Fort
Lee, under command of Lord Cornwallis, who is ordered to
England immediately. Dunmore already gone. General
Howe remains at present in New- York. A great number
of the enemy were killed at Fort Washington, chiefly Hes-
sians. Doctor Pell confirms this, who came to my quarters
yesterday from FQrt Lee."

The embarkation we have had an account of from differ-
ent quarters. I begin now to credit it. I am well informed
that the enemy are moved so far down that lIackinsack is
guarded by Tories, of which this country is full, whose inso-
lence I would have undertaken to correct, had I been able
to continue in the service.

If I should collect any further intelligence, I shall, I sup-
pose, be the bearer of it in person.

I have the honour to be, sir, yours and the Convention's
most obedient servant,

JNO. MORIN SCOTT.

The honourable the Chaimlan of the Committee of Safety
for the State of New- York.

Extract referred to-Letter dated 27th instant.

"His Excellency requests that you will mention to Gen-
eral Scott the expediency of his brigade's continuinO"in
service with you, [meaning Generallleath,] for fiftee~ or
twenty days more than they engaged for. The importance
of the measure will be obvious to General Scott, and his
Excellency is well assured that his exertions will be em-
ployed to influence his troops to stay. Many advantaaes
will be derived from it. On the other hand, their depart~re
at this time, when the weather is so favourable to the
enemy's plans, may be attended with sundry bad and
alarming consequences."

HENRY WISNER TO PIERRE VAN CORTLANDT AND WILJ~IAM

DUER.

Goshen, 30th of November, 1776.

SIR: When I got near home, I found that several of my
neighbours had collected a drove of cattle together, amount-
ing to some more than four hundred and fifty, which they
had sold for the use of the American Army, and are to drive
them to some place in Jersey, there to be salted for the use
of the Flying-Camp.

And as it is so uncertain where our enemy will stop, or
where the beef may be kept safe in New-Jersey, I have
taken the liberty to suggest to you, whether it wiJI not be
best to have them killed and salted in some proper places on
this side the Highlands. I have also made bold to advise
that they be not drove any farther till I may hear from you
on the subject. I am informed the British troops were near
Newark day before yesterday. . If you should be of my
opinion, you had best to send immediately.

Write to Stephen Gilberd,whowiU be with the drove at
Gerrit Miller's, in Smith'. Clove.

I am, gentlemen, your humble servant,
HENRY \V ISNER.

To Pierre Cortlandt and William Duel', Esq~.

GENERAL SPENCER TO GENERAL HEATH.

Camp at North-Castle, 30th November, 1776.

DEARGENERAL: I have sent under guard to receive your
direction and further determination, two prisoners, taken on
suspicion of unfriendliness to these States, viz: Captain
Benjamin Vermillia and John Vermillia. For particulars
relative to them, I refer your Honour to the account given in
the enclosed papers; and am, with great respect and esteem,
your Honour's most obedient, humble servant,

.

J O. SPENCER.
P. S. December 5, 1776.-Having delayed sending the

above persons until this time, I have sent to your care a
number of others also, with the above. Three of them was
taken yesterday by a scouting party, viz: Thomas Ellis,
Benjamin Booth, and William Patterson. They owned
they had joined the enemy. I suppose were going home on
a mischievous design. There is a number of others I con-
clude will likewise be sent forward with these. They are
all supposed to be so very dangerous to these States as ren-
ders it very needful to confine them. Suppose they will all
be sent forward to the Convention of this State, but that is
submitted to your wisdom. I received intelligence yesterday
from General Wooster, that he had discovered about se\'eoty
sail of men-of-war and transports off lJ'lerrimack and New-
Rochelle, Gtanding to the eastward with a fair wind. Their
destination is uncertain, probably for NewPQrt, as they keep
under the Long-Island shore. In conseqmmGeof General
Lee's desire, I have ordered the regiment commanded by the
late Colonels Seldon and Gay, consisting of four hundred
men, to march this day to join your command. J. S.

GENERAL LEE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Peekskill, November ye 30th, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: I received yours last night, dated the
27th, from Newark. You complain of my not being in mo-
tion sooner. I do assure you that I have done all in my power,
and shall explain my difficulties when we have both leisure.

.1 did not succeed with Rogers, and merely owing to the
timidity or caution of the enemy, who contracted themselves
into a compact body very suddenly. I am in hopes I shall
be able to render you more service thao had I moved sooner.
I think I shall enter the Province of Jersey with four thou-
sand firm and willing troops, who will make a very important
diversion. Had I stirred sooner, I should have only led
an inferior number of unwilling. The day after to-morrow
we shall pass the river, when I shall be glad to receive
your instructions; but I could wish you would bind me
as little as possible, not. from any opinion, I do assure
you, of my own parts, but from "IIpersuasion that detacbed
Generals cannot have too great latitude, unless they are very
incompetent indeed.

Adieu, my dear sir. Yours, most affectionately,
CHARLES LEE.

His Excellency General Washington, Elizabeth- Town.
P. S. I have just been speaking witb General lIeath,
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the strictness of whose instructions a good deal distress me.*
I could have replaced the few I require, by men who are
able to do stationary duty, but not to make expeditious
marcbes. My numbers will in consequence be fewer than
I promised.

GENERAL I,EE TO JAMES BOWDOIN.

Camp Croton Pond, November 30, ]776.

DEARSIR: The affairsof America are in a more alarming
situation every day. The enemy have passed the Passaic;
unless, therefore, the New-England Provinces exert them-
selves not only vigorously, but essentially, we are lost. Gen-
eral Washington has ordered me with the Continental troops
over the river. This measure may be necessary for the
safety of the Jerseys, or perhaps even for Philadelphia, but
the hardships that the meo must encounter at this season of
the year will, I apprehend, prevent very considerably, jf not
entirely, the recruiting the new Army; and unless an Army
is formed, and immediately, YOllmust submit to the yoke
prepared. If tbis Army cannot be formed in the mode pro-
posed, by volunteers, whieh at best is a V~rYbad mode, it
follows that some other must be adopted. The scheme that
I would propose is what ought to have pointed itself out at
first; it is that which all eountries have adopted; for when
the soldiers of a community are composed of volunteers, war
becomes quite a distinct profession. The arms of a Republic
gets into the hands of its worst members. Volunteers being
composed in general of the most idle, vicious, and dissolute
part of every society, the usual catastrophe is, that they
become the tools of some General more artful than the rest,
and finally turn the arms pnt into their hands for the defence

. November 30th.-J ust before dinner General Sullivan arriverl at Gen-
eral Heath's quarters; and in the afternoon General Lee arrived. He
called at the door, when Genera1;IIeath waiting upon him, requested him
to alight; he asked ifhe could have a cup of tea, and was answered that
he should have a good one. Upon commg into the house, before he sat
down, he wished to speak in prIvate, which being instantly granted, he
told General Heath that, in a military view, or,- to use hIS own words
exactly, "In point Qf law, you are right; but in point of policy, I think
you are wrong. I am going into the Jerseys for the salvation of .america;
I wish to take with me a larger force than I now have, and request you
to order tWQthQu~and~ of your men to march with m~." General Heath
answered that he could not spare that number. He was then asked to
order one thousand; to which he replied, that the busine~smightas well
be brought to a point at once-that not a single man should march from
the post by his ord~r. Geneml Lee replied, that he would then order
them himself. He was !ln~wered, that there was a wide difference be-
tween the twQ; that General Lee was acknowledged by General Heath
to be his senior; but, as he had received positive written instructions
from him who waS superior to both, he would not himself break those
orders: If General Lee was disposed to counteract them, its being done
by him could not be imputed to any other person; and that he knew the
Commander-in.Chi~f did not intend any of the troops should be removed
from that post, having expressed it not only in his instructions, but also
in a letter just received from him. On the letter being shown to General
Lee, he observed, "The Commander-in-Chiefis now at a distance, and
does not knQw what is necessary here so weJl as I do;" asked if he
might be favoured with the return-book of the division. Major Hunt-
ington, the Deputy Adjut~t-General, was directed to hand it. General
Lee ran his eye Qver it, and said, "I will take Prescott's and Wyllis's
regiments;" and turning to Major Huntington, said, "You will order
those two regiments to march early to-morrow morning to join me."
General Hwth turning to the Major, said: "Issue such orders at your
peril!" and then turning to General Lee, addressed him: .. Sir, if you

come to this post, and mean to issue Qrders here, which will break those
positive ones which I have received, I pray you to do it completely your-
self, and through your own Deputy Adjutant-General, who is present,
and not draw m~, or any of my family, in as partners in the guilt."
General Lee replied, "It is right. CoJonel Scammel, do you issue the
order;" which he did, and Huntington communicated it.to the regiments,
who were now posted at the gorge of the mountains, near Robinson's
bridge, afterwards called the Continental Village. Matters carried thus
far, General Heath turned to G~neral Lee again: "Sir, I have one more
request to make, and that is, thut you will be pleased to give me a cer-
tificate, that you exercise command at this post, and do order from it
Prescott's and Wyllis's regiments." Lee replied,

"
I do not know that

I will comply with rour request." General CUnton, who was present,
ohserved, "Gen~ra Lee, you cannot refuse a request so reasonable."
Upon which General Lee wrote as follows:

"PEEK'S KILL, Decembej' 1st, 1776.

"
For the satisfaction of General Heath, and at his reqnest, I do certify

that I am cOJ?rnanding of!icer at this present writing', in this post, and
that I have, III that cupaClty, ordered Prescott's and Wyllis's regIments to
march.

"CHARLES LEE, Major-General."
General Lee, stepping out on the piazza, observed to an officer: "Gen-

eral Heath is right." Early the next morning the regiments moved
from their cantonment towards Peekskill; but before they had reached
it, General Lee, now ready to pass into the Jerseys, rode up to General
Heath's door, and calling him, observed, "Upon further consideration,
I have concluded not to take the two regiments with me-you may order
them to retnrn to their former post." General Lee took with hIm into
the Jerseys some as good troops as any in the service; but many of them
were so destitute of shoes, that the blood left on the rugged, frozen ~round,
in many places, marked the route they had taken; and a consIderable
number, unable to march, were left at Peekskill.-Ileath.

=II'

of their country, against their country's bosom. This has
and must be the fate of every people who have not wisdom
enough to make, and virtue enough to submit to, laws which
ob1ige every citizen to serve in his turn as a soldier. It
may be answered that your Militia is established on thi~
principle. But your Mi1itia,from the incompetency of their
officers, or some other vice in its constitution, manifestly
does not answer the purposes. I would therefore take the
liberty to propose, as the Army will probably not be raised
by volunteers, and as an Army so composed is at best a
very dangerous remedy, that you should fill YQurregiments
by drafts from your Militia. Let every seventh man be
obliged to serve in the regular regiments for one year, and
you will have an Army immediately, excellent in all re-
spects, formidable against the external enemy, and less
dangerous to their fellow-citi~ens.

I hope to God your Governments have energy sufficient
to accomplish the point; and I hope your gentlemen of the
first distinction and property have patriotism to lead the way
in submitting to so necessary and wholesome a regulation.
If you have not, there are only two things left to your choice:
either to call in the troops of France and Spain, or submit
unconditionally to the tyranny of Britain. If your gentle-
men lead the way in cheerfully obeying the summons of thp,ir
country, I am myself persuaded the people will cheerfully
follow. For God's sake, sir, convince them of the neces-
sity. Suffer not a spark of whatever virtue amongst you to
be latent. Now is the time to call it all into action.

In this pious work, that God Almighty may assist you, is
the most fervent prayer of one who is, dear sir, most truly
yours, CHARLESLEE.
To the Honourable James Bowdoin.

N. B. Our want of blankets and stores is every day
more crying. I would be mueh obliged to you, as this
scheme will be applicable to New-Hampshire, to send them
a copy.

EXAMINATION OF TWO DESERTERS FROM NEW-YORK.

Peekskill, NQvember 30th, 1776.

William Doning and John Beaver, both of the Third
Battalion, Pennsylvanians, were taken at Fort Washington
16th instant, and escaped from New- York the 722d,testify
that the enemy are making a large embarkation of troops,
as is reported, for Carolina. That a number of cannon,
twenty-four-pounders and downwards, were moved down to
the wharves. That thirteen large transports and frigates
hauled off on the 727th,and that the soldiers said they had
troops on board, and that they saw troops, and frequently
heard them march by the French Church, in which they
were confined. That two brigades, to wit: one of British
and one Ilessians, were to remain at Fort Washington this
winter, and one brigade in the city. Tbat there were five
or six thousand men in tbe Jerseys. That the talk was that
they should be reinforced the next spring by a body of
Russian troops, when they will give us a sweat, &C.

COURT MARTIAL.

At a General Court :Martial, held at the house of John
Manduel, on Saturday, the 30th of November, anno Domini
1776. Present: Co]onel Ward, President; Colonel Ham-
mon, Major TVoods,Captain Nuting, Captain it/oss, Cap-
tain Reynolds, Captain Scott, Captain 8umney, Captain
Brown, Captain Perce, Captain Hunter, Captain Barlow,
Captain Pain. Captain Godwin, Judge-Advocate. Presi-
dent and members sworn.

Francis Looly, prisoner, hrought before this court on a
charge for sleeping on his post. The charge being read to
the prisoner, pleads guilty. The court taking the matter
into mature deliberation, and from several circumstances
appearing to this court, are of opinion that the prisoner is
incapable of being any service to the United States, in the
capacity of a soldier, by reason of his nonage and other
inabilities, do order that he be fined the sum of ten shiJIings,
New- York currency, and be dismissed from the service.

T. WARD,President.
The General approves the sentence, and remits the fine.

W. HEATH.
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JOHN McKESSON TO GENERAL HEATH.

Fishkill, November 30th, 11 o'clock, P. M.

SIR: I have been so unfortunate as not to obtain General
Scott's letter recei\'ed this morning, from the gentleman to
whom it was then committed, and therefore the extracts
referred to in the enclosed resolutions are not transmitted by
this conveyance. General Scott in that letter mentions his
want of Light-Horse to bring him inte1ligence, and earnestly
desires more aid of Militia or otherwise, that might enable
him to prevent the disaffected from aiding the enemy, curb
their rapine, and protect our friends in Orangetown and parts
adjacent from insults, &c.

In the recess of the Committee of Safety, I have the
honour to be, with great respect, sir, your most obedient and
humble servant, JOHN McKEssON, Secretary.
To the Honourable Major-General Heath.

RESOT_VESOF CONVENTION OF THE STATB OF NEW-YORK.

In Committee of Safety for the State of New-York, ~
Fishkill, November 30th, 1776. 5

Resolved, That Mr. Cuyler and Mr. Duer be authorized
and requested to employ such and so many persons as they
shall think fit to purchase and collect three hundred Felling
Axes; that they have power to impress the same where
there is more than one in a family, paying the full value, or
offering to retUrn the Same on or before the first day of Jan-
uary next; and that they advance such sums of money as
they shall think necessary for the purpose, which this Com-
mittee will repay; that the Axes so obtained be delivered
to General George Clinton, or his agent, taking a receipt
therefor as so many Axes delivered into the Continental
store.

Resolved, That the persons so employed set out on this
business immediately, and return all the Axes they shall
obtain this day to General George Clinton, or his agent, at
New- Windsor, by seven o'clock on Sunday morning, or as
soon after as possible; that in order to compensate their
extraordinary fatigue, one shining will be paid to each agent
for every Ax~ delivered, over and above his wages and ex-
pense of carnage.

Resolved, That John Teller,John Elmendorph,Jeremiah
Clarke, and Nicholas Brewer, Junior, be appointed agents
to collect within.one week as many Boats, Scows, and Craft
as are fit for carrying Stone; that they have power to hire
or impress the same, Ferry Boats excepted, permitting the
owner of every Boat with sails to put one hand on board if
he shall choose it, giving a receipt therefor, which receipt
shall describe the Boat and specify the hire agreed for; that
they be delivered to General George Clinton, or his agent,
at New- Windsor, with all possible despatch; that on such
delivery to General Clinton, they be respectively appraised
by three reputable freeholders, and a similar receipt taken
therefor by the persons delivering the same.

Resolved, That Mr. Gilbert Livingston cause the Spars
and Timber purchased by the Secret Committee to be imme-
diately rafted to New-Windsor, and delivered to General
George Clinton, or his order, and that a receipt be taken
therefor.

Resolved, That Mr. Gilbert Livingston be empowered
to cause three tons of Iron, of one inch and a half and one
inch and three-quarters thick, an equal quantity of each, or
such other quantities and sizes of Iron as General Clinton
may direct, to be delivered at New- Windsor as soon as
possible.

Resolved, That Mr. Cuyler, Mr. Contine, and Colonel
AllMon, be a Committee to supply such further necessaries
as General George Clinton may apply fOl', in order to per-
fect the obstructions of Hudson's River; that they be em,
powered to draw on the Treasurer for a sum not exceeding
four hundred Pounds to defi'ay the expenses thereof.

Resolved, That all the Troops of this State who are not,
by the terms of their inlistment, confined to particular Coun-
ties, except those in the Counties of Charlotte, Tryon, Cum-
berland, and Gloucester, be ordered down to Fort Constitu-
tion, and be annexed to General George Clinton's BliO"ade
till the 1st day of January next, and that Letters be w~itte~
to the Chairman of the County Committees, where the
Troops are under their direction, requestinO" them to enforce
this Resolution.

0

Resolved, That the Militia of Orange and Ulster Coun-

ties hold themselves in readiness to march at a moment's
warning to oppose the invasion of the enemy on the west
side of Hudson's River, and that Brigadier-General GeorfJ"e
Clinton issue orders accordingly; and that they march li}r
this purpose on receiving the orders of .Major-General Heath,
provided such orders shaH be given withiu one month.

Resolved, That Mr. ftlechin be authorized and requested
to alter and fix the Chain intended for tbe obstruction of
lIudson's River in such manner and at such place as he
may think best calculated to answer the purpose for which
it was intended; and that this Committee will advance the
money necessary to defj'ay the expense thereof.

Resolved, That a copy of such parts of General Scott's
Letter of the 29th instant as relates to the present siwation
of his Briga~e and that part of the country, be seot to Major-
General Heath, and that General Heath be requested to
give such relief to General Scott as the particular circum-
stances of that part of the country may require.

Extract from the .Minutes:
ROB'T BENSON, Secretary.

DR. GRAHAM TO GENERAL HEA'1'IJ.

FishkilJ, 30 November, 1776.

MUCH HONOURED GOOD SIR: I wrote you yesterday that

I had sixty-five invalids of yom' men under my care in this
pJace, per order of the Committee of Safety of this State.
I am now at the Barracks, where they lie. The Captain
and One Lieutenant are now of the numoer, which in the
whole now amount to eighty-five. You wiII be good enough
to send me your orders. I think sundryof them had better
be sent home.

I am, dear sir, your much obliged humble servant to com-
mand,

CHAUNCEY GRAHA~f.

Honourable Tv. Heath, .Major-General.

COLONEL VAN SCHAICK TO THE NEW-YORK CONVBNTION',

Albany, November 30th, 1776.

SIR: We having accidentaIJy met, agreed to address a
few lines to the Convention, begging they would take in
considerationthe necessity of allowin0" colours to the battal-
ions raised in this State during the ;ar, as we cannot hear
that any provisionis madeforthem by Congress; we would
also beg leave to suggest to you that we are at a loss to
know where we shall furnish ourselves with drums and fifes.
As we conceive both these matters to be of some importance,
inasmuch that we may appear at least as respectable as our
neighbours, we beg your answer, with the sense of Conven-
tion upon the subject.

Weare, most respectfully, sir, your very humble ser-
vants,

GOOSE VAN SCH.HCK,

PHILIP CORTLANDT,

PETER GANSEVOORT.

To Peter R. Livingston, Esq., President of the Convention
of th€ State of New- York.

JOHN LANSING, JUN., TO JAMES DUANE.

Saratoga, November 30th, 1776.

SIR: I find my name on the list of officers for the new
levies as a Lieutenant. As it is to you and Mr, Yates I can
only be indebted for this appointment, I beg leave to tender
you my best and sincerest acknowledgments for your kind
intervention in my favour; and though I shan decline accept-
ing the commission, as General Schuyler has been pleased
to honour me with the office of Secretary, yet I sball ever
retain the most grateful sense of this, as well as tbe many
other obligations you have repeatedly laid me under.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, sir,
your most obedient servant,

J L JOlIN AN SING, un.
To the Honourable James Duane, Esq.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 7 December, 1776.]

Hartford, November 30th, 1776.

SIR: I am now to acknowledge the receipt of yours of
the 15th instant, and the enclosed resolve, which will be
attended to in this State.
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The General Assembly, in their sessions in October last,
appointed John Lawrence, Esq., of Hartford, Treasurer of
this State, Commissioner of the Continental Loan Office to
be opened and kept here, pursuant to a resolve of Congress ;
and I have now to request that the proper loan bills may be
sent him by this express, that he may enter upon the execu-
tion of his office; and also that the twenty thousand dollars
to be advanced to this State by order of the Committee of
Congress for suppJying the Army with cI~thing may, to
save the hazard and expense of transportatIOn, be ordered
to be paid out of the first money he may receive in said
office. And as we have already sent to the Northern Army
c10thina nearly to the amount of that sum, and have pur-
chased"'and are purchasing other large quantities, I take the
liberty to request the sum to be advanced and paid us on
this account rimy be increased to thirty or forty thousand
dollars, if the state of the Continent[ll Treasury will per-
mit.

I also beg leave to Inform that the General Assembly,
pursuant to another resolve of Congress, have appointed
:Mr. Epaphras Bull, of Hartford, Commissary of Prisoners
of War in this State.

As the extensive sea-coast of this State, whilst the enemy
are in possessionof Long-Island and New- York Island, are
eminently exposed to their descents and ravages, which may
greatly disable us from affording assistance to the Army in
men and provisions, I am directed by the General Assembly
to apply to Congress, and request that two battalions of
Continetital troops may be stationed at p!"Operplaces in the
towns on our sea-coast, to protect them from sudden inva-
sions. When it is considered that every man in this State,
capable to bear arms, and liable to Militia duty, bas f!"Om
time to time in the summer past, been called to assist the
Army, to the great prejudice of the State, and that our sea-
coast hath hitherto been fortified and defended at our own
great expense, when the neighbouring States, not in a
greater danger of an attack than we now are, and for a con-
siderable time past have been, were covered and defended
by Continental troops, I flatter myself our request will appear
neither premature nor unreasonable.

At this advanced season there is great reason to fear the
new Army will not be raised in time, before the term of
service of the present Army expires. To prevent the incon-
venience that may be apprehended should this event take
place, the General Assembly, on General Washington's
request, have ordered four battalions immediately to be
inlisted in this State, to join the Army, and serve under his
command, until the 15th day of March next. The utmost
care will be taken to haye them inlisted, equipped, and upon
the ground, before the dissolution of the present Army takes
place.

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient, humble ser-
vant, JONTH.TRUMBULL.
His Excellency President Hancock.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Hartford, November 30th, 1776.

SIR: I am now to acknowledge the receipt of your sev-
eral favours of 6th, 7th, 10th, and 17thinstant, and for the
intelligence they contain. By the non-appearance of the
enemy on ours or the Rhode-Island coast, gives us great
hopes that for this winter we may remain quiet in this
quarter, though it becomes us always to be vigilant. It
equally affords me the most sensible satisfaction to hear that
our losses are less than were at first feared, particularly those
of ]t[onday, mentioned in yours of the 6th, and wish the
losses of the enemy, and among the rest of a Colonel Carr,
might induce them .to desist from the further prosecution of
so unjust a \.Val'. Your conjecture of General Howe's in-
tention to make an excursion on the Jersey side, before he
goes into winter quarters, is undoubtedly well founded. May
all his designs to distress us prove abortive.

Impressed with the critical situation the Army must be in
at the departure of the new levies, I have laid the matter
before the Assembly, with your own observations on that
head. They have, from the necessity of the case, notwith-
standing our late exertions, and the repeated drafts made
upon us, ordered four battalions to be raised and marched,
as soon as may be, until the fifteenth of Jtlarch next; in

mean time, every nerve shall be strained to engage and for-
ward our quota of the new Army. To this purpose every
encouragement and measure is taking here, and flatter my-
self what has been done will not interfere with the general
service. Am fully sensible that the applications of the
Militia for repeated dismissions, must have given you much
trouble and concern; but hope in future you will be' relieved
in those respects. The .Militia are certainly a respectable
body of men; but without constant employ, they will grow
impatient; but ha \'e no doubt every reasonable allowance
will be maae ,in their favour. 'rhead.vance pay of
twenty shillings, over and above what was allowed by Con-
gress, which you made mention of, has been since recon-
sidered. The wages of the troops must at least be similar,
and if any further are made them in that way, it should be
general, and by order of Congress, for the reasons you men-
tion.

The loss of Fort Washington, with so many of our brave
men, is indeed a most unfortunate event. But though we
are to consider and improve this, and like disappointments,
as the just chastisement of Heaven for our many transgres~
sions, yet are we by no means to despair-we are in this
way to be prepared for help and deliverance. This intelli-
gence is forwarded to Governour Cooke and the Massachu-
setts State, according to your desire.

I shall immediately forward all the clothing and blankets
that are or can be obtained. The utmost pains are taking
to furnish these and every other supply in our power for the
distressed troops, for whom we most sensibly feel.

To prevent any impositions, and to encourage our own
troops in future, our State has undertaken to furnish and
deliver them all kinds of refreshments, not found by the
Commissary-General, at prime cost. To carry this into
execution we suppose a general store must be provided, a
Receiver-General appointed, as also proper persons (perhaps
the Paymasters) in each battalion, to receive and issue for
such battalion, and some general phin formed that thes'e
supplies may be considered as under the care and protection
of the Army; also pass through such hands as shall stand
accountable, and at same time the pay secured and stopped
ii'om the troops in hands of the Paymaster for use of this
State. I have stated the same thina to the General Officers
ii'omthis State, and desired them to ~onsult your Excellency,
and obtain the proper directions for eff€cling the undertaking,
and advise me of it, that when these stores arrive we may
know how and where to apply.

I am, with great truth and esteem, sir, your most obedient,
humble servant, J TONTH. RUMBULL.

His Excellency General Washington.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL LEE.

Hartford, November 30th, 1776.

SIR: Your favours of the 21st and 22d instant, were duly
received, and now answer, that for the reasons and events
you mention, do fully concur in the sentiment, that we must
very much, if not altogether, depend upon ourselves on this
side the river for preventing the enemy from penetrating this
way. In this view of the matter, the Assembly have or-
dered four battalions for march as soon as possible, properly
equipped and furnished, to continue till the 15th of March
next; in mean time our quota of regulars will be raising and
forwarding. The most effectual measures have been taken
to engage officers of the stamp you mention; much certainly
depends upon it, and flatter myself there will be no further
cause of complaint upon that head. The forming of officers,
as well as men, is a work of time.

We have the highest sense of your zeal, vigilance and
labor, for our common safety and prosperity; and in turn
assure you of every reasonable exertion to aid your endeav-
ours; we have consequently ordered a considerable supply
of clothing, blankets, &c., immediately to be forwarded, and
are determined, with a due dependence upon the divine Dis-
poser of events, not\vitbstanding our late disappointments,
and the additional loss of the fort by your name, to main-
tain our cause to the last extremity.

I am, with great esteem and regard, your most obedient,
humble servant, J TONTH. RUMBULL.

The Honourable Major-General Lee.
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DR. TURNER TO GENERAL SPENCER.

Stamford, 30th November, 1776.

HONOURABLESIR: We are in a most crowded situation,
with the sick of the Army swarming as if there was no end
to them for several days past, and continue so to do. I
most earnestly recommend it to your Honour to grant dis-
charges for the persons hereafter named, and to point out
some method whereby many others may get their discharges
without troubling your Honour any further at such distance
from this place, their friends constantly soliciting certificates,
and think it a great burden that they have to go so far, as
to camp and back, before the discharges can be completed.
There is not less than six or seven hundred invalids now in
town, and I dare say not one quarter of them, if they were
now in camp, would be of any further service this cam-
paign.

Zac. Goldsmith,
JRmes Linsey,
Jo. Trobes,
Edward Master,

Colonel Sergeant's.

Joshua Hubbard, Abel Blood,
James Churchill, John Edmund,
Benj. Leonard, Samuel Fletcher.
Simeon Blood,

Colonel Glover's.
J esse Snow,
Sam. Thompson,
Philip Craw,
10.0ber,

John Thompson,
Allen Richardson,
Enos WiIlkins.

Amos Brooks,

Benj. Craft,
John Ritchway,
Wm. Parsons,
Jho. Morse,

Colonel Prescott's.

Jed'h Felt, Chelpy Perkins.

Colonel Lippit's.

Amos Wood.

Colonel Ward's.

Benoni Bates,

Louden Benton,
Jo. Clark,

Ammi Kembal, Wm. Rice.

Colonel Huntington's.

Elisha Case, Jacob Bennet, David Mitche11,
Belcher Starkweather, Eleazer Scott, Nathaniel Martin.

Colonel Tyler's.

Nathan Tinker,
Simeon Saunders,
Ezekiel Huntly,
John Hambleton,
Silas Wood,
Samuel Heth,
John Gold,
James Shipman,

Israel Geer,
Rohert Dunbar,
Jere. Wright,
David Palmer,
Eli Crosby,
Aholiab Branch,
Lemuel Waterman,
E]jsha Fanning,
Philip Allen,

Eleazer Allen,
John Randall,
Abner Huntly,
Wm. Chandler,
Elnathan Hurd,
John Cole,
Zeb. Miner,
Amos Miner.

Colonel Willys's.
Isaac Case,
Ebenezer Isom,
John Roberts,

Colonel Selden's.
Benj. Billings.

Colonel Chester's,

John Curtis.

I am, sir, your Honour's most obedient, humble servant,
PH. TURNER.

To the Hon. Joseph Spencer, Esq., Major-General.

Daniel Goodsill,
John StillwiJ],
John Row,

Elijah Risley,
Cornelius Dunham,
Serg't Whitney.

North-Castle, 2d December, 1776.

The within-named persons are discharged from further
service in the Continental Army this campaign.

By order of Major-General Spencer:
WM.PECK, Aid-de- Camp.

Providence, November 30,1776.

Captain West, in the privateer Joseph, has taken a trans-
port ship that left New- York in company with one hundred
and thirty sail, all in ballast, bound to Europe, under convoy
of three men-of-war. Captain West has also taken a Gui-
lleaman that had been captured by a Philadelphia privateer,
and twice retaken by the enemy. The privateer that first
took her, it is said, found a large sum of money on. board,
which was secured.

Captain Hacker, of the sloop Providence, in the service
of the United States, in company with the ship Alfred, has
taken a ship fromEngland, bound to Quebeck, with twelve
thousand suits of clothing, four thousand stands of arms, a
quantity of powder, and other warlike stores, also a brig
from England, bound to Halifax, laden with provisions,
&c., to the amount of six thousand pounds sterling. The
brig is arrived at a safe port, and the ship was left in com-
pany with the Alfred.

STATEMENT OF NICHOLAS MARTINDALE .AND GEORGE M'CREE.

In justice to Captain Samuel Tucker, of the Hancock,
in return for his civilities, we do hereby certify, that on the
~9th day of October last we was taken in the brig Lively,
bound from Air to Newfoundland, by the lIancock, in the
Continental service, and brought into this port on the 13th
current. That Captain Samuel Tucker, commander of the
Hancock, allowed us to remain on board the Lively till her
arrival here, where we was treated with all.manner of civil-
ities and good usage. Mr. Tucker he IIOtonly give liberty
for Mr. McCree, the master, mate and hands of the Lively
to take all their clothes and private adventUres, &c., for
their own particular account, but after some of the sailors
had been robbed of some goods and cl~thes by his people,
which were missing for some days, he was at the pains to
search for the goods, &c., which he found andde1ivered,
and such part as could not be found, he generously paid the
fuIl price for out of his own pocket. He likewise has been
at all manner of pains since we arrived, to introduce us to
such gentlemenas could be of any service to us, and has
done every thing in his power to make matters as easy and
agreeable to llS as possible in our present situation.

Given under our hands, as witness. our subscriptions, at
Boston, this 30th day of November, 1776.

Commander of the Lively, NICHOLASMARTINDALE.
Owner of her cargo, GEORGEMCCRE.E.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

November 30th, 1776.

SIR: We have the honour to enclose you, by order of the
General Assembly of this State, the petition and plan of
Messrs. Fanuiel and otbers, French gentlemen, together with
the proceedings of the Assembly thereon, and to recommend
them to the immediate notice of the honourable Congress,
as the Assembly are of opinion, that the plan of those gen-
tlemen may be adopted and improved by the Congress to
the great benefit of the United ~tates. They hope the
Congress will take the matter into speedy consideration, as
the gentlemen have been here upon considerable expense,
waiting the success of their application, and seem desirous
of entering into their service.
Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the honour-

able Continental Congress.

DANIEL SARGENT TO ELLIS GRAY.

Newburyport, November 30, 1776.

SIR: I received your favour by Mr. Spear, and have
bougbt about one hundred and fifty hogsheads merchantable
fish for eleven pounds, and eleven pounds eleven shillings a
hoO"shead,which hope will be agreeable. You will please to
se;d me orders what to do with it, and send the money as
soon as you can, as the privateer is in, and the people will
want their money.

From your humble servant,

Mr. Ellis Gray.
DANIEL SARGENT.

MEETING OF COMMITTEES OF CUlIfBERLAND AND GLOUCESTER,

NEW-YORK.

Putney, October 23d, 1776.

Agreeable to the Resolves of tbe Provincial Congress of
the State of New- York, the Committeesof the Countiesof
Cumberland and Gloucester did meet, and proceeded and
appointed, and do recommend to the honourabJe Congress of
the State of New- York the names of the following gentle-
men tobe commissioned in the Ranging Companies, under
the command of Major Joab Hoisington, who were sworn
to the faithful discharge of their respective offices, agreeable
to the above resolves, October 23d, 1776.

Before me :
JAMESCLAY, Chairman of tl~e Committee.

Benjamin Wa'it, Captain; Elisha Hawley, Zebulon
Lyon, Lieutenants.

Abner Seelye,Captain, in the roomof CaptainDay, who
has resigned; Benjamin Whitney, Jehial Robbins, Lieuten-
ants.

John Strong, Captain; lIicdad Benton, John Barns,
Lieutenants.
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Jostph Hatch, Captain; Simon Stevens, Amos Chamblen,
Lieutenants.

JAMES CLAY, Chairman.

JAMES CLAY TO SUB-COMMITTEE OF TOWN OF PUTNEY.

Putney, September ye 26,1776.

GENTLEMEN:Colonel Williams has earnestly requested
me to call the County Committee and the Field Officers
together, in order to procure arms for those that ha'nt got
none, which the County Committee have already done in
their instructions to our Delegates; and Colonel .Marsh
informs me that he was like to get a grant of money from
the Provincial Congress sufficient to procure three hundred
arms for tbe benefit of the County, and should have got
them, had it not been for that letter which Mr. Philps and
some others did prevail upon the Committee to send to
New- York, together with some other informations tbey
have received, wbich made them believe that we were
a going to revo1t from them; since which, they will do
nothing for us until they can be assured that we have no
such intent.

Now, by the advice of a number of the members of the
County Committee, I earnestly request that you would call
your town together, that you may know their minds as a
body, or as individuals, whether they intend to revo1t from
the State of New-York or not; and be p]eased to send the
proceedings of your town to Westminster by your County
Committee, at their next sitting, on the first Tuesday of
November next, that the County Committee may be able
to send to the Provincial Congress the minds of the inhab-
itants of this County in tbis important affair.

I beseecb of you, and of every member of this commu-
nity, to act candidly and uprigbtly in an aft'lir of such
importance as this is, at this critical time. Your compli-
ance with the above request will greatly oblige a number
of the County Committee, and your humble servant,

JAMES CLAY, Chairman.

To the Sub-Committee in the Town of Putney.
P. S. I sent a letter to the Sub-Committee of every town

in the County, desiring tbem to meet as above-said and
make returns, and but fi~'etowns met.

JAMESCLAY,Chairman of the County Committee.

HERTFORD COMMITTEI1 TO JAMES CLAY.

Hertford, October 29th, 1776.

SIR: Agreeable to your request of September 26th,
1776, we have called the town together to know their minds
relative to the separation from the State of New- York. We
find tbe major part for a separation on tbe principle of first
appJying to the State of New- York for it before it be carried
to the Continental Congress.

AARON WILLARD,

WILLIAM GALLUP,

PAUL SPOONER,

Committee of said town of lIertford.
To Capt. James Clay, Chairman of the County Committee

at Westminster.

STATEMENT OF JAMES CLAY.

Mr. James Clay, Chairman of the Committee of Cumber-
land and Gloucester, informs, tbat Major Hoisington, on
Wednesday, the 31st day of July, called at the informant's
house and read a resolve of Convention of the State of
New- York, respecting the raising a number of Rangers in
said Counties, and requested said Clay to send out citations
to the Committee of Cumberland County, to meet those of
Gloucester, the Tuesday following, at Windsor; and that he,
said Hoisington, would warn the Committee of Gloucester
to meet him at that time and place; to which said informant
objected, observing there being twenty-two towns in Cum-
berland County, and many of them remote from the place
of meeting, togetber with the great distance from Gloucester,
rendered it in a manner impracticable to collect tbe Com-
mittees of tbe two Counties in so short a time. Said Clay
demanded the resolves, or a copy of them, as he had not
been furnished with any instructions from Convention rela-
tjve to tbe affair; which said Hoisington refused, and urged
said Clay to call the Committee, representing the pressing

necessity, in such terms as prevailed on said Clay to comply
with his request. Accordingly the Committee were called,
and met at Windsor aforesaid, there being nine members of
Cumberland and one of Gloucester. Said Clay refused
proceeding on business, there, not being a II?ajorityof mem-
bers of the Counties, as saId Clay was mformed that a
quorum of each Committee was necessary to transact this
business, in conformity with the resolve of Convention,
which resolve Major Hoisington then read, but refused to
let the same lie on the table; said Hoisington at same time
insisted a majority was not necessary. After the greatest
part of a day's debate, in which said HoisinlJton took a
great share, it was resolved to proceed on busmess. The
members then present chose the said Clay Chairman of the
Committee, and proceeded to appoint tbe officers, as is more
at large in transactions of said Committee. That next
morning said Hoisington insisted on said Clay's signingthe
warrants for the officers appointed the evening preceding,
which said Clay complied with, but did not swear said
officers, as he, the said Clay, did not know it was necessary.
Hoisington having kept the resolution of Convention in his
possession, said Clay heard it read once only during the
sitting of the Committee. Mr. Clay further informs, that
he asked Major Hoisington, who was to govern this affair
or order those men out on duty? Said Hoisington answered,
he had the ordering of them himself, and that he was under
no control, but ordered them as he thought best; and that
since the signing the warrants, said Hoisington had never
applied for any instructions from said Committee, nor did
said Clay ever understand that the Rangers were under the
command of the Committee.

JAMES CLAY, Chairman.

MAJOR HOISINGTON'S EXAMINATION.

Being asked why he refused giving Mr. Clay a copy of
the resohres, denies his ever refusing Mr. Clay the resolves,
or a copy of them, and that he never refused letting said
resolves lie on the table. That his reason for insisting on
the Committee being called together so speedily was to
expedite the raising of the Rangers, knowing the alarming
situation the frontiers were in. That the Committee regu-
lated their own affairs, and if his opinion was erroneous
relative to a majority not being necessary, the Committee
mi"ht have overruled it. That Mr. Clay asked what post
th;Rangers should occupy, and who had the direction of
the places they were to be stationed. That Major Hoising-
ton answered that Congress had left that matter with him,
and that Mr. Clay asked no other question relative to that
affilir, and that he does not recollect the substi)m:;eof what
passed between him and Major Joel Marsh, and that Mr.
lUarsh's not accepting of his commission rendered him a
person not interested; consequently the discourse which
passed between them was immaterial.

STATEMENT OF CAPTAIN HATCIJ.

Captain Hatch, of Major Hoisington's detachment of
Rangers, saith, that he never received any orders from
Major Hoisington to raise men on any other terms than those
prescribed by Convention. That the Major observed to him
at the same time, if he wanted two or three men to fill up
his company, he imagined there woul<fbe no risk in inlisting
them for six montbs, as they could be replaced before the
expirationof that time. Captain Hatch furtherdeclares,he
has no men in his company inlisted for any shorter term
than that directed by Convention; and the inlistment to
which his men bave subscribed is as follows:

"
\Ve, whose names are under written, do acknowledge

to have voluntarily inlisted ourselves under Captain Joseph
Hatch, who is raising a number of Rangers for the defence
of the Counties of Cumberland and Gloucester, of whom
Joab Hoisington, Esq., is Commander-in-Chief."

Captain J:latch furtber declares, that his men understood
by said inlistment that they were not to march out of said
Counties, nor to be stationed elsewhere; tbat tbe Counties
of Charlotte, Ulster, Orange, and Tryon, were inserted in
the above-mentioned inlistment, which were erased by order
of the l\lajor on Captain Hatch informing him he could not
inlist men under such rules. At the same time the said
Rangers consider themselves bound in duty, as friends to
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America, to go to the assistance of any invaded part of
Charlotte County, in like manner as the Militia, and to
return to their former station as soon as said invasion or im-
minent danger is over. A~d further, as Captain Hatch
inlisted those men to remain in the Counties of Cumberland
and Gloucester only, he is well apprised his men will not
serve on any other terms than is above mentioned; that as
soon as the apparent danger of those Counties does subside,
they are immediately to be discharged. That the whole of
his company were inlisted on the above-mentioned terms,
and that Major Hoisington eXplained the circumstance in
the.manner above related. Captain Hatch understood from
several of the Committee, that the. Rangers were not to
march out of the two Counties. This information was given
in presence of Major Hoisington.

EXAMINATION OF LIEUTENANT LYONS.

Lieutenant Lyons, of Major Hoisington's detachment,
]:>eingexamined, saith, that Major Hoisington encouraged
the inlisting of men for a limited time, and that all that
passed between him and the Major on that subject was in
presence of Major Joel J'larsh, and that the informant in-
listed thereon four men fOl' six months, in consequence of
the direction from the Major. That he cannot recollect
what further passed, it being some time ago.

CERTIFICATE OF ELISHA HAWLEY.

These may certify, that I, Elisha Hawley, Lieutenant of
a Ranging company, promise Christopher Hall shall be
dismissed from the service by the 1st of March next.

ELISHA HAWLEY.

Witness:
August 12th, 1776.

These may certify, I saw Christopher Hall receive forty
shillings bounty, for the seven months, and no more.

Test: LEM'L SMITH.

LEMUEL SMITH.

CERTIFICATE OF JACOB KENT.

This certifies, tha t at the desire of the Committees of the
County of Gloucester and sundry of the Committees of
New-Hampshire, Jacob Bayley, Esq., did detain a large
number of men he had engaged to make a road to Canada,
after he desisted from that work, which was the first part of
July, until some time in September, as guards, building forts,
and scouting parties, which we thought was at that time
absolutely necessary, because at that time we could not
expect any other help.

JACOBKENT, Chairman pro tem.

MESHECH WEARE TO COLONEL JACOB BAYLEY.

Colony of New-Hampshire, ~
in Council of Safety, July 18, 1776. 5

To Colonel JACOBBAYLEY:
The Committee are in expectation that you will accom-

plish your desire of keeping in Continental pay, by order of
General Washington, the sixty men employed by you to
clear a road to Canada; and as you have thought fit to
desist working on said road, that you employ them as scout-
ing parties to guard the County. But if you should be
directed to disband them, you are hereby empowered to inlist
fifty men, to be under the pay of this Colony, until the first
of December next, unless sooner discharged, and see that
the men fairly choose a Captain, Lieutenant, and Ensign, to
command them; said company, if raised, to take orders from
time to time fr:omyourself, Colonel John Hurd, and Colo-
nel Charles Johnston, to direct their conduct. Said men to
receive thirty shillings bounty and forty shillings per month
wages.

By order of the Committee.
servant,

I am, sir, your most humble

1\1.WEARE, Chairman.

OATH TAKEN BY THE OFFICERS OF HOISINGTON'S RANGERS.

You and each of you solemn1y swear, that you will faith-
fu\ly discharge the trust reposed in you as officers in the
Ranging companies under the command of Major Joab
Hoisington, and that you will make a true and just return

of your doings agreeab1e to the resolves of the Provincial
Congress, which has now been read to you: So help you
God.

Sworn October 22, 1776.
JAMESCLAY,Chairman.

AFFIDAVIT OF JOEL MARSH.

Cumberland, ss :
.

Joel Marsh, being duly sworn, saith, that soon after Major
Hoisington's arrival from New-Yorlc with his commission,
he, the deponent, waited on said Hoisington, being appointed
a Captain under him. When in conversation he observed
to said Hoisington, that he did not choose to take a commis-
sion because he thought it would be very difficult to raise
men for an unlimited term; on which Hoisington answered,
it would not be difficult, as he would as soon inlist some until
next March as not, and give them forty shillings bounty;
that by that time perhaps the war would be at an end, and
the surplus of the bounty would remain to the officers; that
if men were wanted after that he could raise others; and
that he would risk tbe consequences. The deponent further
saith he saw John Strong, a Captain in the Rangers, inlist a
man until next J'larch, or about that time, as near as he can
recollect, and tbat he is credibly informed that many of said
Rangers are inlisted on the same plan. And further saith
not the deponent.

Sworn before me in Hertford, 14th November, 1776.
SIMONSTEVENS,Justice of Peace.

AFFIDAVIT OF SERGEANT MASON.

Sergeant Elisha Mason, of Major Hoisington's detach-
ment of Rangers, being duly sworn, saith, that he inlisted
in Captain Waite's company to serve tiJI the first of March
next, as a Sergeant, and that he has inlisted one man for the
same term. That Major Hoisington told him it was not
material if some of the men were inlisted. till the first of
:March, it being a dangerous time, and that they were im-
mediately wanted, and that he thought others might be re-
cruited in their stead; and that Major Hoisington assured
him that he should be discharged at that time. That he
asked the Major concerning billeting money; who told him
there was none allowed the soldiers; that he (the MajOl')
would suppJy them with provisions, which caused an un-
easiness among the soldiers. That the next day after their
march the Major told them the subsistence money belonged
to them, and jf they would give him that which was due to
them for subsistence from the time they inlisted till they
marched, together with that which would become due to
them, he would supply them with provisions, camp-kettles,
&c., during the service. That upon this Captain Waite
told the men that bonds should be drawn and signed for the
£1ithful perfOl'mance, to which tbey agreed. That he saw
a written paper given by Lieutenant Hawley to Christopher
Hall, a private in Captain Waite's company, purporting that
he should be discharged the service some time in J'Iarcll
next. EUJAH MASON.

Sworn before me November 15, 1776.
SIMONSTEVENS,Justice of the Peace.

DECI.ARATION BY JACOB KENT AND OTHERS.

Newbury, November 18, 1776.

We, whose names are underwritten, under the solemnity
of an oath, declare, that on the sixth day of August last, at
a meeting of the Committees of both Counties in Windsor,
and Major Hoisington being requested the resolves of Con-
gress, he gave them to the Chairman, who ordered the Clerk
to read them. That being done, a motion was made
whether they should proceed to appoint the officers; on
which debates arose, whether they could without there
being a majority of the Committees of both Counties; on
which they desired the resolves to be read; and they
were, several times; and Major Hoisington did not debar
the Committee, or any other person present, in our hearing,
the perusal of the resolves.

JACOB KENT,

~

JOHN STRONG, Committee.
ELISHA HAWLEY,
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AFFIDAVIT OF LIEUTENANT WHITNEY.

Lieutenant Benjamin Whitney being duly $worn, $aith,
that he was present at the time the Committees of Cumber-
land and Gloucester Counties met at l¥indsor, in order to
appoint the officers to the Ranging companies in said
Counties, when he heard Captain Clay, Chairman of the
said Committees, desire :Major Hoisington to let the resolves
of Convention, relative to raising said Rangers, lie upon the
table for persnal; upon which said Hoisington took up said
resolves, and turned away without giving an answer, as tbi$
deponent recollects; and further saith not.

BENJAMIN WHITNEY.

Sworn before me, this 20th day of November, 1776.
JOHN SESSIONS.

STATEMENT OF JAMES CLAY.

Westminster, 21st November, 1776.

James Clay, Esq., informs, that on the 7th day of Au-
gust last, Heman Allen, Doctor Fay, and Colonel ivlarsh
came as a Committee from the other side of the Gree~
ltlountains to Windsor, when the Committees of Cumber-
land and Gloucester were sitting at that place, and begO"ed
to be admitted before the Committees. Soon after they wOere
admitted, and read se\'eral papers, some of which ascertain
the bmmdaries they proposed for a new State, and invited
the Committees to sign a paper they had prepared. Mr.
Allen, at same time, told this informant that he had con
suited with several members of the Continental Conaress,
who advised them to coUect the sense of the people o~ the
subject. . That the informant asked $aidAllen if he sup-
posed the Continental Congress would take up the affair at
this time, in case the people did sign; that said All<;nan-
swered No, but that some members of Congress advised
them to petition, for if we submitted to the mode of Gov-
ernment now forming in the State of New- York, we should
be tied so that we could not get off in a future day.

JAMES CLAY.

AFFIDAVIT OF LIEUTENANT WHITNEY.

Under the solemnity of an oath, I declare, that at the
time when I heard Captain Clay ask :Major Hoisington for
the resolves of the Congress, after his reading them over
was at a publick house, an hour before the Committe~
formed, in order to transact business; and it is more likely
than not that he did no.t hear. <?aptain Clay, as said Clay
spoke very low, and :MajorHozszngton was on the opposite
side of the table, and turning round. Further declare, that
the Clerk gave me my inlistment, which was his own hand-
writing,and MajorHoisington sent a copy of the resolves
of Congress to Westminster.

BENJAMIN WHITNEY, Lieutenant.

Not'ember 21st, 1776, sworn before me:
SIMONSTEVENS,Justice of the Peace.

MAJOR HOISINGTON TO CAPTAIN DAY.

Newbury, September 19,1776.

SIR: I have received positive orders for Captain Waite's
company to go with Colonel Barret on Crown-Point road
from General Yates, owing entirely to a wrong representatio~
of both the footing on which we are raised, as well as our
neglect of publick service; and to convince him of his errour
I have sent him the resolves of the Corwress, and a lette;
setting forth our present situation and ;ervices; likewise
wrote to him, that if one of these companies of RanO'ers'
raised and ordered to reconnoitre the woods, must goOand
work at roads, that yours must do it. But my determina-
tion was, and still is, that not one of them ever shall; there-
fore, notwithstanding my order for you to go on tbat road
sent by Captain Waite, these are to desire and order you no;
to go, but prepare to march to this place as quick as possilJle.

These from yours to serve, JOAB HOISINGTON.

To Captain Elkanah Day, at TVestminster.

CAPTAIN DAY'S AFFIDAVIT.

Captain Clay, Chairman of the County Committee at
the town-house in Windsor, being met to appoint o(fi~ers
for Major Joab Hoisington's department of Rangers, on the
6th of Angust, 1776. Captain Clay desired Major Hois-
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ington to introduce the business. He then took out his
papers, read his commission; likewise, read his orders and
nstructions fi'om the honollt'ab]e the Provincia] Conrrress.
After some conversation, said Clay desired said Hoisi~gton
to let his orders and instructions lay on the table for further
perusal, but the Major seemednot inclined; said they be-
longed to him; and accordingly, as it appeared to me, with
some temper, put up his orders, &c., walked from the table.
Captain Clay likewise, after the Committee had proceeded
to choose him, the said Clay, Chairman, objected, and said
he did not see the propriety of proceeding to business with-
out a quorum. Mr. Hoisington, as I. remember, urged
going on business, and said he did not look upon it abso-
lutely necessary that a full quorum sh~uld be together, but
that they might proceed, and do the business with pro-
priety, with the members then present; and likewise, that
any assistance that I lent :MajorHoisington, by drawing
any recruiting orders for the officers, &c., was in a private
capacity, and not as Clerk, or as a membel' of the Commit-
tee, and at. his especial instance and request.

ELKANAH DAY.

Sworn before me, tbis 21st day of November.
JOHN SESSIONS.

AFFIDAVIT OF CAPTAIN WAITE AND OTHERS.

Windsor, November 29, 1776.

'Ve, whose names are underwritten, under the solemnity
of an oath, declare, that at the time of the appointment 01
officers in Windsor, that Major Hoisington read the resolves
of Congress, and gave them to others, who read them over
several times; and Major IIoisington seemed desirous to
lead the people into the knowledge of what the Congress
had done for the country, and the nature of the service
expected of the Rangers immediately under his instruction.

BENJ. WAITE, BENJ. BISHOP,
ELISHA HAWLEY, REUBEN DEAN.
W 1I,L'M HUNTER,

Windsor, November 29th, A. D. 1776.

Whereas Major Hoisington requests of me, as Chairman
of tbe Committee of Windsor, to administer the oath of
Almighty God to the within-named subscribers, wherein, by
strict examination, they acknowledge this to be the truth,
the whole truth.

NATH'L STONE,
Chairman of the Committee oj Windsor.

AFFIDAVIT OF CAPTAIN WAITE AND OTHERS.

Windsor, November 30th, 1770.

Whereas Major Hoisington requested of me, as Chair-
man of the Committee of Windsor, to administer the oath
of. Almi.ghty GO? to the within naI?ed sub~cribers, Benja-
mm ~Vaztand Ehsha Hawky, where1O,by strict examination
they acknowledge this to be the truth, the whole truth. '

NATH'L STONE,
Chairman oj the Committee oj Windsor.

Newbury, November 20th, 1776.

\Ve, whose names are underwritten, under the solemnity
of an oath, declare, that after the appointment of the officers
at Windsor, that Major Hoisington requested of the Com-
mittee an inlistment, with the warrants, and the Clerk of
the Committee drew some, and gave them to the officers
appointed. B ' w C .

ENJ N AIT, aptam,
ELISHA HAWLEY,

JOHN STRONG.

JOHN SESSIONS TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

GENTLEl\fEN: I here exhibit to your Honours an account
of the expenditure of tbe money sent from Convention to
de~ray ~he.charges of your Committ~e, who were employed
to mqllIre 1OtOthe state of the Rangmg companies in Cum-
berland and Gloucester, &c.; is as follows, viz:

.My own e~pense in going to Cumberland and returning to
ConventIOn, - - - - - - - - - - £2 0 0

Expenses of Committee at Westminster and
Hanover, collecting information, &e.,

Paid an express for going to Albany, - -
Paid a man for collecting papers relative to a

newState,- - - - - - - - - -

17158
500
2 2 0



:Men's names. When inlisted. First month's
wages.

Captain Be~amin Wait. . . . . . August 6th, 1776. £8 0
Lieutenant .Jisha Bawley. .. . do. 6, do. 5 8
Lieutenant Zebulon Lyon.. . . . do. 6, do. 5 8
Sergeant Wrn. Runter....... do. 8, do. 2 8
Sergeant Sam 'I Messer.. . . . . . do. 16, do. 2 8
Sergeant Elijah Mason.. . . . . . do. 7, do. 2 8
Corporal Matthew Hammond . do. 7, do. 2 4
Corporal Bezaleel Gleason. .. . do. 23, do. .2 4
Corporal.Phineas Saunders.. . do. 7, do. 2 4
Samuel Stone. . . . . ..,. .... . . . do. 7, do. 2 0
Solomon Emmons............ do. 7, do. 2 0
Simon Athorn............... do. 9, do. 2 0
Ezekiel Hawley.... . . .. . . . . . do. 9, do. 2 0
John Heath................. do. 9, do. 2 0
Jonathan Cady. .. . . .. .. .. . . . do. 16, do. 2 0
Elisha Flowers. . . . . .. . . .. . . . do. 16, do. 2 0
Eldad Hubbard...... ,... n.. do. 19, do. 2 0
Asa Smead. . . . . ,.. .. . . .. . . . . do. 22, do. 2 0
Matthew Miller.. . . . .... . . . . . do. 27, do. 2 0
Joseph Haynes:......... .... do. 30, do. 2 0
Israel Olrnstelld. .... . .. .. . . . . . do. 30, do. 2 0
Ebenezer Hempstead......... do. 30, do. 2 0
Jonathan BarpmlIIJ........... do. 8, do. 2 0
David Hl,lnter............... do. 8, do. 2 0
John Billings................ do. 10, do. 2 0
Christopher Hall. . . . . . . . . . . . do. 12, do. 2 0
Lemuel Colton .. . . . .. . . .. . . . do. 12, do. 2 0
Lott Hoddgrnan............. do. 13, ~do. 2 0
Thomas Hunter............. do. 3, do. 2 0
Moses Whipple .. . ... . . .. . . . do. 23, do. 2 0
Phinehas :Newton............ do. 23, do. 2 0
Jacob Hall. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . do. 23, do. 2 0
Eleazer Leeland............. do. 23, do. 2 0
Oliver Williarps.............. do. 7, do. 2 0
John Kill\lm. .. . .... . . . . .. .. . do. 7, do. 2 0
Aden Dyke. . . . . ... . . . ... ., . do. 7, do. 2 0
James Sanderson. ............ do. 7, do. 2 0
James Call, Jun. .. . . .. . . . . . . do. 7, do. 2 0
John Watkins. . ; . . ... . . .. . . . do. 12, do. 2 0
Sylvester Buggley........... do. 27, do. 2 0
John Lowren. . . .. .. . . . . .. . . . do. 12, do. 2 0
Nathaniel Abbot.............. do. 19, do. 2 0
Bliss Hoisington. . . .. . . . .. . . . do. 7, do. 2 0
James Call.;....... ......... do. 7, do. 2 0
Asa Can. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . do. 7, do. 2 0
William Anibal.. .. . .. .. . . . . . do. 16, do. 2 0
Isaac Hoisington. . . .. . . ..... do. 7, do. 2 0
Zebina Curtiss. . . n .. . . ... . . . do. 22, do. 2 0
Benjamin Tl,lmaJek. . . . . ... . . . do. 16, do. 2 0
Peal Susar.. . . . . .. . . ,. . . .. . . . do. 16, do. 2 0
Wilde WIllard.. . . . .. . . .. . . . do; 18, do. 2 0
Lot Whitcomb.............. Sept 'br 11, do. 2 0
John Newton. . . .. . . . . . ... . . . do. II, do. 2 0
Nathaniel Pafe.............. do. 11, do. 2 0
Asa Chedel, un............. do. 11, do. 2 0
Thomas Freeman............ do. 11, do. 2 0
Benjamin COJr. . . . . ... . . .. . .. do. 11, do. 2 0
Timoth y KnoJr. . . .. . . .. . . . . . August 17, do. 2 0
Phinehas Powers............ do. 25, do. 2 0
Ebenezer Howard.. . . . . .. . . . do. 7, do. 2 0

--
£134 12
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Paid to Esquires Tayler and Bleelcer,
Paid to Esquire Stevens, -

948

10
8

£45

5 6 A Muster Roll of Captain. JOHN STRONG'S Company of
3 2 Rangers, under the command of JJ;IajorJOAB HOISINGTON.

6 4 First month's
Men's names. When inlisted.

Equal to one hundred and fifty-one dollars and one tenth.
Now remains in my hands (excepting a tenth) forty-nine

dollars. Your Honours will please to direct how said money
shall be disposed of.

From your most obedient and very humble servant,
JOHN SESSIONS,

Chairman of the above Committee.
To the honourable Convention of the State of New- York.

LIST OF MA.rOR HOISINGTON'S OFFICERS.

Names of the commissioned officers under the command
of Major Joab Hoisington, appointed and recommended by
the Committee of Safety for the Counties of Gloucester and
Cumberland, are as follows, viz:

Benjamin Wait, Captain. Joseph Hatch, Captain.
John Strong, Captam. Dr. Elkanah Day, Captain.
Elisha Hawley... .lst Lieutenant in Captain Wait's Company.
Zebulon Lyon .2d Lieutenant in said Company.
Eldad Benton .lst Lieutenant in Captain Strong's Company.
John Barnes .2d Lieutenant in said Company.
Simeon Sterens.. .Ist Lieutenant in Captain Hatch's Company.
J1mos Chambelain .2d Lieutenant in do.
.Nitthaniet JVhitney.lst Lieutenant in Captain Day's Company.
JehielRobbins... . .2d Lieutenantin do.

A true list, examined by me :
JAMES CLAY, Chairman.

A Muster Roll of Captain BEN.rAMINWAIT'S Company of
Rangers, under the command of .Major JOAB HOISINGTON.
September 14, 1776.

Captain John Strong.. .......
Lieutenant Eldad Benton.. . . .
Lieutenant John Bllrnes......
Sergeant Eleazer Andrews. . . .
Sergeant James Harwood. . . . .
Sergeant Ephraim Patterson. .
Corporal Ebenezer Call.. . . . ..
Corporal Samuel Root... . . . . .
CorporalElishaSmawley.....
AndrewPowers.............
IgnatiusSprague.. . . . ... . .. .
JamesCady.................
AbijahLampfield............
Luke Lampfield . . . . . ... . . . . .
Thomas Richardson. . . . ... . . .
Phinehfls Rust.. . . . .. . . .. .. .
Oliver Rust. . . . . ... . . . .. . . . . .
WilliamFreeman............
Seth Foard. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .
ThomasDavies..............
Levi Andrews. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .
NoahFoard.. ....
Rich 'd Young. . . . . .. . . . . . . . .
Hezekiah Foard.. . . . . .. . . . . .
Samuel Crook. . . .. . . . .. . . . . .
Se~ber Beebe.. .. . .. .. .. .. . . .
Paul Foard. . . .. . . ... . . .. . . . .
ThomasGragg..............
Bezekiah Fuller. . .

'"
. . .. . . .

Andrew McAlister. . . ... . . . . .
John Sawyer... . .. . . .. . . .. . . .
John Sawyer,Jun...........
David Arwin. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .
Enos Sawyel'. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .
IsaacGragg ...........
Seth Johnson. . . . .. . . ... . . .. .
JamesSmawley.............
James Waterman. . . n. . . . .. .
Jeremiah Percival............. .

ElishaBrown.. . n ... . ... .. .
John Crary. . . .. . . ... . . .
John Lovejoy. . . . . .. . . . .. . . .
JonathanBenton.............
JosephHaveris..............
ElishaWaterman.... . .. .
William Evans. . . . . .. . . . . .. .
Elisha Kent. . . . . ... . . . . .. . . .
John Stockbridge............
AmosKent.................
Moses Parson. . . . .

"
. . . .. . . .

David Write. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .
Robert Simpson.. . . .. . . .. . . .
OliverHand n.. n. n
Will'm Martin..............
Joshua Young. . . . . .. . . ... . . .
Jesseyoung.................
Caleb Young. .. . . .. . . . . .. .. .
Ephraim Root. . . ... . . .. . . . ..
J olln Sambourn. . . .. . . . n
David Weeks................
AmosPalmer. . . .. . . . . .. .
Joshua Clark. . . . . .. . . ... ... .
Andrew Lovejoy. . . .. . . .. . _.

August 6th, 1776.
do. 13, do.
do. ]3, do.
do. 6, do.
do. 14, do.
do. 14, do.
do. 15, do.
do. 14, do.
do. ]6, do.
do. 7, do.
do. ]5, do.
do. 15, do.
do. 15, do.
do. 15, do.
do. 17, do.
do. 17, do.
do. 17, do.
do. 21, do.
do. 14, do.
do. 14, do.
do. 14, do.
do. 14, do.
do. 14, do.
do. 14, do.
do. 14, do.
do. 14, do..
do. 14, do.
do. 22, do.
do. 22, do.
do. 22, do.
do. . 22, do.
do. 22, do.
do. 22, do.
do. 22, do.
do. 22, do.
do. 16, do.
do. 16, do.
do. 16, do.
do. 16, do.
do. 16, do.
do. 16, do.
do. 16, do.
do. In, do.
do. 16, do.
do. 113, do.
do. 18, do.
do. 18, do.
do. 18, do.
do. 18, do.
do. 18, do.
do. 18, do.
do. 23, do.
do. 23, do.
do. 23, do.
do. 23, do.
do. 23, do.
do. 23, do.
do. 23, do.
do. 29, do.
do. 29, do.
do. 30, do.

Sept'br 11, do.
August 16, do.

,vages.
--

£8 0
5 8
5 8
2 8
2 8
2 8
2 4
2 4
2 4
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0

COImnTTEE FOR A.RRANG~NG RANK OF OFFICERS OF NI!:W-

YORK TROOPS.

Fishkill, November 15, 1776.

At a meeting of the Comlbittee of Arrangement for the
State of New- York: Present, Rob't Yates, (Chairman,)
Jameg Duane, Clwrle$ De J1'itt, John Jay, Robert I-Iarper,
William Duer, Jacob Cuyler, Lewis Graham.

The Committee proceeded to the consideration of tl16
state and rank of the Officers who served in the year 1775,
and in the present year, directed their Chairman to make
out a rank roll of all the Ufficers who have or do now. serve
in the State of New- York, and then adjourned until the
next day.

November 16, 1776.

Present as before, except Mr. Jay.
A rank roll, according to order, was produced by the

said Chairman, and carefully compared with the papers
from whence the same was taken, and thereupon proceeded
to the appointment of the Officers on the New Arrange-
ment, having a due regard to the recommendations which
the members have received fi'om the General Officers in the
Southern and Northern Armies, as follows:

In 1775. In 1776.
GooseVan Schaick,Esq., Col.. .2d Col .Colonel.
Philip Van Cortlandt, Esq., Col. .4th Lt. Col.4th Lieutenant-Colonel.

C d M .
~

Lieutenant-Colonel to
Peter Gansevoort, Es q ., 01 2 aJor.. G e V S h

.
k. DOS an calC.

Benry B. Li vingston, Esq.. Col. .4th Capt.. Lt.CoI. in the 2trBattalion.
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In 1775. In 1776.
Fred'kWeisenfels, Esq., Lt. Col.lst Capt.. .Lieut. Col. in 3d Battalion.
Marinus Willett, Esq., Lt. Col. .5th Capt.
Corneliu

.

s Van D
.

yck, Esq., Lt. ~
6th Capt.. 5c.0l. of the draft of Mili.Colonel... ... . .. .. .. ...

'" 5 ( tIa of County of.t1lbaIlY.
John Hulbert, Esq., Lt. Col... .11th Capt.

W
'

]]
'

G " h E M . I . h C 5 Appointed a Major in1 lam Olort, sq., aJar.. Jt apt. ( Col. Dubois's regiment.
Christopher P.T ates, Esq., Maj. .Uth Capt.
Robert Cochran, Esq., M1Ijor...
Benjamin Ledyard, Esq., Major.33d Capt. .2d Capt. in 1st Batta]ion.

They next proceeded to the appointment of Captains, in
the following order:

Rank in 1775. In 1776.
John Johnson .9th Capt... .lst Captain in the 1st Battalion.
John Grennel........
Joseph McCraken. ...26th Capt.. .1stCapt. in Col. V. Schaick's Re~'t.
John Graham. . . . . . .34th Capt.. .3d Capt. in Co). Nicho]son 's Reg t.

8 ~ I S . k t 8th I t L
.

t ~Appointed a Ca]Jtain in Canada
a",ue ac e .S leu. ( by General MOJltgomery.

J oh!! Davi~. . . .. . . .. .11th 1st Lt. .3d Captain in the 2d.Ba~taIio~.
Andrew Fmk .14th 1st Lt. .Capt. m Col.V. Schalck s Regiment.
Elias Van Bu!)shooten.15th 1st Lt.. 2d Capt. in Co!. Dubois's Regiment.
Charles Graham... ..16th 1st Lt.
Aaron Austin .17th 1st Lt. .2d 1st Lieut. in Dubois's Regiment.
Samuel '1'. Pel!.. . .

"
.2Oth 1st Lt. .A volunteer in the service.

Elijah Hunter .241h 1st Lt. .Captain.
Benjamin Pelton.. . . .25th 1st Lt. .7th Captain in the 3d Batta]ion.
Thomas De Witt... .27th 1st Lt. .3d Captain in Dubois's Regiment.
Cornelius T. Jansel!...3.5th 1st Lt. .8th Captain in the same Re~iment.
Benj. Hicks . .Heis 4th Capt. in CoI.V. Scbaick s Reg't.
David Van N.ess. . . . . ... . . .. . . .. .6th Captain in the same Re~iment.
John Wiley .4th Captain in the 1st Battalion.
William JMkson.................
Ab'm Swartwout.. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .
8am'l Van Veghten .2d Captain in the 4th Battalion.
John H. Wendell . . .. . . . . .3d Captain in the said Batta]ion.
Gerrit Veeder .6th Captain in the said Battalion.
Richard Platt .lst2d Lieut. .6th Captain in Dubois's Regiment.
Nathan Strong .lst 1st Lieut. in the 3d BattaJion.
Jonathan Hallet .2d 1st Lieut. in the 3d Battalion.
Benj. Walker .3d 1st Lieut. in the 1st Battalion.
Edward Lownsberry .3d 1st Lieut. in the 3d Batta]ion.
Henry Tiebout . .. . . .. .. . . .. . . . . .7th 1st Lieut. in the 1st Battalion.
Israel Smitn... n .4th l'8t Lieut. in the 2d Battalion.
Jonathan Titqs.. .. . .. . . .. .n . . . .8th 1st Lieut. in the 2d Bl\ttalion.
James Gregg .lst 1stLieut. in Dubois'~Regiment.
John Houston .17th 2d Lt.

List of Officers of the late Co!one! McDoUGALL'S Regiment,
who served in CANADA,and are not provided for.

Captain Marinus WilIet; a good officer.
CaptainWilli!lm Goforth; e~teemed a very good officer.
First Lieutenant .Aaron AorsQn, of Captain Cheesman's; esteemed a.

very ~ood officer.
First Lieutenant Jonathan Piercy, of Captain Q,uackenboss's; esteemed

a very good officer.
First Lleut'nt Matthias CJarke, of Lyon 's; esteemed a very good officer.
Second Lieutenant Rana]d S. McDougalI, of Goforth 's; esteemed a brave

officer-mn.de prisQnerin Canada.
Second Lieutenant John Houston, of Cheesman's; esteemed as a brave,

vigilant, active officer, by Genera] Arnold.
Second Lieutenant Danie] Gano, of Varick's; a good officer.
Second Lieutenant Garret Van Wag~enen, of Q,uackenboss's; esteemed

a good officer.,-made prisoner on Long-Is]and.
Second Lieut.Nicholas Van Rensse]aer, of Gmham's; Van Schaick's;

esteemed as a brave, good officer.

Captain Varick's compliments. Agreeable to promise,
he sends Mr. Duane a list of sllch New- York Officers as are
not provided for, with the characters they sustained in their
Regiments, as he has been repeatedly informed.

Monday morning, October 26, 1776.

For Mr. Duane.

A List of the Officers who served in CANADA last winter,
in Colone! CLINTON'S Regiment.

Lieutenant-C010ne], John NichoJson;* Major, Louis Dubois.
Captqins.

David Dubois, Ezeldel Cooper,*
Elias Van Buntschooten, Thomas De Witt.

H,'st l.ieutenants.
James Greg~,
Albert Pawling,

Second Liwtenants.
Evans Wherry," Nf\thanie] Conklin,

-Thomas Nicholson,* Henry Vandenburgh,
Samuel Cooke, Surgeon; John R. Stephenson, Mate; William Bel-

knap, Q,uartermaster."
Those marked tln~s ", are provided for by a new Regiment raised in

Canada.
Richard Platt, First Lieutenant, lately in McDougall's Regiment,

recommended.

Jacobus S. Bruyn,
Robert Johnstoll,"

Cornelius Jansen,
Philip B. Bevier,

William Martin."

Henry Dodge.

A List of O/!!cers who served in the late campaign in
CANADA, wtth their proper rank, according to the first
arrangement-LEWIS DUBOIS'S Arrangement.

Field-Officers: Lewis Dubois, Colonel; Jacobus Bruyn, Lieutenant-
Colonel; WilJiam Gof(Jfth, Major.

Captains.
Marinus Willett. . . _. .. . . . . ... . . . . .. . . .2d in First Regiment.

WilJiam Goforth.. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .4thin First Regiment.
Lewis Dubois.., .4th in Third Rei\'iment.
Jacobus Bruyn .7th in do. do.
David Palmer .10th in Fourth Regiment.

First Lieutenants.
William Gilleylen.. .2d in First Regiment.
David Dubois .2d in Third Regiment.
Samuel Sackett. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .2d in Fourth Regiment.
Elias Van Bunschooten .. . . .. . . . ... . . . . .4th in Third Re~iment.

AaroI)Aors,on... . . . .. . . .. . ... . . . . .. ., .5th in First Regiment.
Samuel Pell... . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .5th in Fourth Reg:iment.
Thomas De Witt .7th in Third RegIment.
Jonathan Pearse .8th in First RegIment.
Cornelius T. Jansen. ..' .9th in Third Regiment.
Matthias C]ark , .10lb in First Regiment.

Second Lieutenants.
Richard P]att .lst in First Regiment.
James Gregg.. ... .2d in Third Regiment.
John Houston .5th in First Regi:nent.
Isaac Van Wert.. . . . . . . . .. .. .. . . . . .5th in Fourth Regiment.
Daniel Gano. . . . .

'"
. . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . ..6thin First Regiment.

Albert Pawling .7th in Third Re~iment.
Garrit H. Van Wagenen .8th in First Regiment.
Philip D. Bevier... . .. .. . .. . .. .. .. .10tl1 in Third Regiment.
William Matthewman. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .10th in Fourth Regiment.
James Dow. . . ... . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .appointed /!,tSt. John's.

Captains. .

Philip D. Bevier, 5th;
Richard Platt, 6th;
Albert Pawling, 7th;
Cornelius T. Jansen, 8th.

First Lieutenants.
James Gregg, 1st; Gerrit Van Wagenen, 5th;
Aaron Aorson, 2d; Henry Vandenburgh, 6th;
Jonathan Pearse, 3d; Nathanie] Conklin, 7th;
Evans Wherry, 4th; Henry Dodge, 8th.

Second Lieutenant Danie] Gano, 1st.
Isaiah Wool, Lieutenant Fireworker, Captain Lamb's Company of

Artillery.

David Dubois, 1st;
Elias Van Bunschooten, 2d;
Thomas De Witt, 3d;
Isaiah Wool, 4th;

General MONTGOMERY'S Arrangement.

Oflicersof Third Regiment of New-Yorkers that were promoted:
Lewis Dubois ..appointed Major November 25, 1775.
Jacobus Bruyn .appointed Ist'Captain Nov. 25, 1775.
David Dubois :: .appointed Captain Nov. 25,1775.
Elias Van Bunschooten .appointed Captain N ov. 25, 1775.
Thomas De Witt.. . .. ... .. .. .. .appointed Captain N ov. 25, 1775.

Samuel Sacket, Lieutenant in Fourth Regiment, appointed Captain
November 25th, 1775. ,

Isaiah Wool, of Captain Lamh's Company O
.

f Artillery, appointed
Captain-Lieutenunt thereof, November 25th, 1775.

List of the Officers' names of the N~w-YORK Troops.
No Fie]d Officers.

Rev. Israel Evans, Chaplain; Andrew Taylor, Adjutant, (a good offi.
cer;) Mr. Curtis, Surgeon.

1.
John Johnson, Captain; a careful officer, but, in the opinion of his bro-

ther officers, unfit for a field officer.
Leonard BJeecker, 1st Lieutenant; not so careful or attentive as might

be wished.
Theodorus Fow]er, 2d Lieutenant; a to]erable officer.
Gilbert Livingston, Ensign; a young officer.

2.
Benjamin Ledyard, Captain; a good officer, fit for the Majority.
James H. Hughes, 1st Lieutenant; capable of making a good officer,

but young and inattentive.
Wi]]iam Dunn, 2d Lieutenant; a sober officer, but rather too old.
WiIliam Munday, Ensign; a good Ensign.

3.
David Lyon, Captain; a tolerable officer.
Benjamin Walker, 1st Lieutenant; a sensible, active officer, fit to take

charge of a company.
Cornelius Becker, 2d Lieutenant; too heavy and inactive for an officer.
James Bonne], Ensign; will make a 2d Lieutenant.

4.
John Wiley, Captain; a good officer if he will continue.
John Johnson, 1st Lieutenant; a tolerable officer, but sickly.
Henry Dow Trip, 2d Lieutenant; too heavy and illiterate for an officer.
Samuel Young, Ensign; of too rough a make for an officer, better qual-

ified for the Navy than the Army.

5.
Ezekiel Hyatt, Captain; wanting authority to make a good officer. He

has deceived the Convention in inlisting the men for six and twelve
months, instead of doing it for the war.

Caleb Hobby, 1st Lieutenant;

l

These three wish to decline the ser-
Joseph DeJport, 2d Lieutenant; vice. They will be of no loss to
Isaac Pienier, Ensign. it.

6.
Cornelius Steenrod, Captain; has committed the like deception with

Captain Hyatt.
Isaac Titus, 1st Lieutenant; (Th t fit" th

.
Benjamin Jones, Ensign. 5

ese wo are un lor e service.

7.
'Villiam A. Forbus, Captain: wishes to decJine the service.
Henry Trebout, 1st Lieutenant; a good officer, fit to take charge of II

company.
James Fairly, Ensign; the oldest in the regiment, fit for 2d Lieutenant.

8.
Thomas Lefoy, 1st Lieutenant; entitled to be second; oldest now in the

regiment; a good officer.
,.,
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'ViI1iam Tapp, 2d Lieutenant; a good officer, fit for 1st Lieutenant.
Hugh McConnel, Ensign; too careless and trifling for the service.
Lieutenant John Huston,,, Lieutenant of my regiment last year; a

brave, careful officer, well qualified to take charge of a company.
Willi~m Glenny, a Sergeant; will make an Ensi!?n; a man of good edu-

catlOn.
'

A list of the O.fficers in the Second N EW- YORK Regiment,
raised in the Colony of N EW- YORK, for the defence there-
of, in the Continental service.

James CJinton, Colonel; promoted August 9th to Brigadier-General.
Henry B. Livingston, Lieutenant-Colonel. Peter Schuyler, Major.

1st Captain Daniel Griffing. 5th Capt. John Belknap; middling.
1st Lieutenant Benj. Marvin. 1st Lieut. Zachariah Hasbrouck.
2d Lieutenant Nathaniel Norton. 2d Lieut. Henry Pawling; good.
Ensign Jacob Conklin. Ensign David Hunter; indifferent.

2d Cap!. James Rosekrans; good. 6th Capt. Ab'm Swartwout; good.
1st Lieutenant Thomas Lee; good. 1st Lieut. Simeon Tryon; good.
2d Lt. Dan. Lawrence, indifferent. 2d Lieutenant Eli Parsons.
Ensign Henry Swartwout; do. Ensil>n Gilbert Livingston ap-

pOInted September 1st.

3d Captain John Davis.
1st Lieutenant William Havens.
2d Lieutenant Edward Conklin.
Ensign Silvanus Conklin.

7th Capt. Increase Childs; mid'g.
1st Lieutenant John Lloyd; good.
2d Lieu!. Sam'l Dodge; indifferent.
Ensign John Ponderson; do.

4th Capt. William Jackson; 1i'0od. 8th Captain Daniel Roe.
1st Lieut. Israel Smith, appomted 1st Lieutenant Jonathan Titus.

PaymMter; good. 2d Lieutenant George Smith.
2,1 Lt. Peter Elswl)rth; indifferent. Ensign Benjamin Titus.
Ensign Isaac A.Rosa; do.

Adjutant Judah Harlow. Doctor, Petrus Tappan; good.
Quartermaster Nehemiah Carpen- Mate, Van de Linden.

ter; good.

Note.-The officers of the 1st, 3d, and 8th companies, I
am not much acquainted with them, but I believe they are
good officers.

JAID:S CLINTON, Brigadier-General.

I understand that Childs's Company, part of Rosekrans's
and Swartwout's Company, are inlisted during the pleasure
of tbe Congress. Jackson's and Belknap's only for a year,
but they may all claim the same.

List of the Officers' names of the Third Regiment of NEW-
YORKCont~nental Forces, commanded by Colonel Ru-
DOLPHUS RITZEMA.

No Chaplain.
F'ield Officers: Rudolphus Rit~ema... .Colonel.

Frederick Weisenfels. . . . . .. . . . . .Lieutenant-Colonel.
Andrew Billings.. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .Major.

Staff Officers: J onatban Hanett .Adjutant.
Robert Provost. . . . . .. .. . ... . . . . .Quartermaster.
Kinslock Woodruff .Surgeon.
Daniel Minima .Mate.

First Company.

Daniel Deubon, Captain; a good officer, but inactive, and had better
quit the service.

Nathan Strong, First Lieutenant; a very good officer.
James Miller, Second Lieutenant; an excellent officer, and would make

a very good Captain, to which office we recommend him.
Cad mil Moore, Ensign; sickly.

Second Company.
Abraham Riker, Captain; a I>0od officer, but inactive, of a sickly con-

stitution, and had better qUit the service.
Jonathan Hallett, First Lieutenant; a very excellent officer; is Adju-

tant of the Regiment, and will make a very good Captain, to which
offiee we recommend him.

Daniel Pelton, Second Lieutenant; an active officer, but wants solidity;
absented himself without cause twice.

Jonathan Holmes, Ensign; a very indifferent officer.
Third Company.

Cornelius Hardenburgh, Captain; cashiered by a general court-martial
. for defrauding his men.
Edward Lounsberry, First Lieutenant; an excellent officer; would

make a very good Captain, and we recommend him as such.
Charles Newkirk, Second Lieutenant; a good officer.
Jeremiah Clark, Ensign; a good officer.

Fourth Company.

Jonathan P. Horton, Captain; a very indifferent officer, and had best
be discontinued.

Joseph Youngs, First Lieutenant; a very low-lived fellow.
Isaac Sherwood, Second Lieutenant; a good officer.
James Brundage, Ensign; indifferent.

lVlh Company.

David Hobby, Captain; a bad officer, and at present under an arrest,
and wi1l in all probability be cashiered.

James Miller, First Lieutenant; a bad officer.
Peter Benedict, Second Lieutenant; a very good officer.
Caleb Lawrence, Ensign; indifferent.

Sixth Company.

Amos Hutchings, Captain; of a low turn, and had better be dismissed
the service.

Patten Jackson, First Lieutenant; may be continued.
Robert Wood, Second Lieutenant; a good officer.
John Johnson, Ensign; a good officer.

Seventh Compa'llY.

Benjamin Pelton, Captain; an excellent officer.
Elihu Marshall, Second Lieutenant; a good officer; will make a good

Adjut,mt.
Thomas Cole, Ensign; very indifferent.
David Baldwin, First Lieutenant; a very indifferent officer; the oldest

Lieutenant in the regiment, and acting Captain to Pearce's company,
who is dismissed the seryice.

Eighth Company.

Nathan Pearce, Captain; dismissed the service by General Washington.
John Dusenberry, First Lieutenant; a bad officer.
Zephaniah Platt, Second Lieutenant; a good officer.
Josiah Thornton, Ensign; dismissed the service; a very bad officer.

SIR: Well knowing the importance of good officers in a
corps and army, and how much we stand in need of a
change in this respect, as we have been called upon (at the
least the Colonel has) by his Excellency the General to
give the characters of the officers of our reg-iment, that such
as are fit may be continued in, and those that are unfit may
be dismissed the service, we have, notwithstanding the deli-
cacy of tbe subject, readily complied with it, and do hereby
declare upon honour, that the characters we have wrote
above opposite to the officers' names in our regiment is, to
the best of our judgment, true. That we have done it im-
partially, without favour, fear, or affection, and that those
gentlemen whom we have recommended to captaincies are
well qualified to execute them. We further declare tbat
the underwritten Sergeants are qualified for subalterns'
commISSions.

Weare, sir, respectfully, your humble servants,
RUD. RITZE1\H., Colonel.
FRED'K WEISSEN}'ELS, Lieutena.nt-Colonel.
ANDREW BILI.INGS, Major.

Sergeants recommended to Subalterns' Commissions.

Peter ::;Jacket, Sergeant-Major; will make a very good
Adjutant or a good Ensign. Levy Dewitt, a good Quarter-
master, Quartermaster Provost being appointed Paymaster
to the regiment, and can't hold but one commission.

Andrew White, Thomas Bushfield, Peter Dolson, Wil-
liam Nothingham, Timothy Smith, T. Jcrrick Beekman,
Joseph Hanning.

Ensign Weissenfels, of Colonel Nicholson's regiment,
we shall be happy in having him removed to the regiment.
Lieutenant Houghston and Lieutenant Pearce, of General
McDougall's first regiment, will make very good Captains;
are excellent officers, and unpro\'ided for.

To Brigadier-General ~McDougall, Present.

Arrangement of Officers of Colonel V AN SCHAICK'S Regi-
ment.

Lieutenant-Colonel. . . . . .. . . . . . .Peter Gar1sevoort, Jun.
Colonel. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . ... . . . . .Goose Van Schaick.
Major. . . . ... . . . . ... . . . .. . .. , .Eleazer Curtis, Connecticut.

Joseph McKraken; not fit to be a Major, (v. g.) .lst Captain.
John Barns, (bad) , .2d First Lieutenant.
Luther Bissel, (dead). . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. .8th Second Lieutenant.
John McClung,(bad) " .2d Ensign.

James Van Rensalaer, ..2d Captain.
Ebenezer Hill, (bad) .5th First Lieutenant.
James Clark, (bad) .2d Second Lieutenant.

Andrew Fink, (v. g.) .3d Captain.
Henry Deffendorff, (middling) .3d First Lieutenant.
Tobias Van Veghten, (v. g.) ..1st Second Lieutenant.
John Denny, (v. g.) ..3d Ensign.

Benjamin Hicks, (v. g.) ..4th Captain,
Guy Young, (bad) " .Ist First Lieutenant.
Manning Van D. Heyden, (indifferent) .4th Second Lieutenant
Jonathan Brown, (indifferent) .4th Ensign.

Job Wright, (b.) .5th Captain.
Holtham Dunham, (indifferent) .6th First Lieutenant.
George Sythes, (good Adjutant, very good)... .5th Second Lieutenar;t.

Palmer, (indifferent) . .5th Ensign.
David Van Ness,(goOtl) .6th Cp.ptain.
Peter T. Vosburgh, (indifferent) .7th First Lieutenant.
John T. Van Ess, (indifferent) .6th Second Lieutenant.
Nicholas Kettle, (scoundrel) ".. ... .. ..6thEnsign.
Robert Edmunston (bad) 7th Captain.
Michael Ryan, (indifferent).. .8th First Lieutenant.
Ch. Conyn, (good) 7th Second Lieutenant.

Moses Martin, (middling) ..8th CII-ptain.
Chas. Parsons, (good). .4th First Lieutenant.
William Moulton, (bad) ..3d Second Lieutenant.
Thomas Hoit, (bad)... .1st Ensign.

Peter B. Tears, (g.) .Adjutant.
Henry Van ,V oert, (good) .Quartermaster.

Budd, (bad). . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .Ii?\!rgeon.



,
953 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., NOVEMBER, ]776. 954

Arrangement of the Officers of Colonel V AN SCHAICK'S
Regiment, in the year 1776.

Goose Van Schaick .Colonel.
Peter Gansevoort. . . .. .. .. . . .. . . .. . . . .Lieutenant-Colonel.
Peter B. Tears .Adjutant.
Henry Van Woert .Quartermaster.

Budd.. . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .Surgeon.
Captains: Joseph McKracken, Andrew Fink, Benjamin Hicks, David

Van Ness.
First Lieutenant: Charles Parsons.
Second Lieutenl\nts: Tobias Van Veghten, Nanning V. D. Heyden,

George Sythes, Philip Conyn.
Ensign: John Denny.

The following is a catalogue of the names of the Officers
belonging to Colonel LASHER'S Regiment.

Field Officers.

Colonel John Ll\sher; a good officer, and ought to be promoted, for he
has lost his aU, his four houses being burnt.

Lieutenant-Colonel Andrew Stockholm.
Major James Abeel.

Commissioned

Capt. Abr'm Van Dyck; prisoner.
Lieut. Parsons.
Lieut. Brevoort.

Officers.
Capt. Beekman.
Lieut. Sickles; a very good

officer.
Lieut. Lawrence.

Capt. Banker; a very good officer.
Lieut. Beekman.
Lieut. Hoagland; prisoner.

Capt. Dickson.
Lieut. Fortin.
Lieut. Troup, prisoner.

Capt. Dickerson.
Lieut. Warner.
Lieut. Mesler.

Capt. Wm. Wilcox; good officer.
Lieut. R. Shufman; good officer.
Lieut. Edw'd Dunscomb; prisoner.

Capt. Van Zandt.
Lieut. Johnson.
Lieut. Stymetz.

No Captain.
Lieut. Vreedenburgh.
Lieutenant Codwise; an active

and assiduous officer.

Capt. 'Wright;
officer.

Lieut. North.
Lieut. Hicks.

an exceeding good

List of Colonel MALCOM'S Officers.

Field Officers.

Colonel William Malcom; an exceeding good officer.
Lieutenant-Colonel Stoutenburgh; sickly.
Major James Alner; a good officer.

Commissioned Officers.
Captain Jon. Blake.
Lieutenant Jos. Cheesman.
Lieut. James Black.

Captain J. Wool.
Lieutenant H. Rutgers.

No Captain.
Lieutenant Foght.
Lieutenant Bowen.

No Captain.
Lieutenant J. Fish.
Lieutenant J. Thompson.

Captain Smith.
Lieutenant N evens.
Lieutenant Myers.

Captain Brasher.
Lieutenant Moffatt.
Lieutenant Coles.

Captain Edward Meeks.
Lieutenant Elliott.

Captain J. Meeks.
Lieutenant S. Fleming.
Lieutenant 1. Sandford.

Captain Mitchel.
Lieutenant CornwaU.
Lieutenant Lawrence.

Captain Stewart.
No Lieutenant.

Colonel LASHER'S Regiment.
Captain Wright, Captain Beekman, Captain Banker, Captain Wilcox.
Lieutenant Ralph Thurman, Lieutenants Robert Troup and Dunscomb,

Lieutenant Ethan Sickles; all good officers.
Lieutenant-Colonel Hulbert, of Colonel Samuel Drake's regiment, a

good officer.
Captain Deane, a good officer.

Colonel RITZEMA'S Regiment.
James Miller, 2d Lieutenant, 1st company,

~

Jonathan HaUet, 1st Lieutenant, 2d company, Captains.
Edw'd Lounsberry, ]st Lieutenant, 3d company,
Nathan Strong, 1st Lieutenant; a very good officer.
Elihu Marshal, 2d Lieutenant, a very good officer, Adjutant.
Zeph'a Platt, 2d Lieutenant; a good officer.
Robert Wood, 2d do. do. do.
Peter Benedict, 2d do. do. do.
Isaac Sherwood, 2d do. do. do.
Cha's Newkirk, 2d do. do. do.
Jeremiah Clark, Ensign, do. do.

Capmin Wright, late of Colone] Lasher's regiment, in
my brigade, has distinguished himself as much by his cool,
intrepid spirit, as by his zealous attachment to the American
cause, and his modest, discreet, and prudent behaviour. I
strongly recommend him as a man who will do honour to his
country in the rank of Captain in the new establishment.

JNO. MORIN SCOTT.

Officers for the four Continental Regiments ofN EW-YORK.
First.

Alexander McDougall, Colonel, RudoJphus Ritzema, Lieutenant-
Colonel, Donald CampbeU, Major; John Brogden, Adjutant.

1.6.
.

Benjamin Ledger, Captain. John Johnson, (ap.) Captain.
James Jarvis, 1st Lieutenant. William Brown, 1st Lieutenant.

Hughes,2d Lieutenant. Abraham Brasher, Jr., 2d Lieut.
~ ~

John Q.uackenbush, Captain. Marinus Willet, (ap.) Captain.
Jonathan Pearc

r. '
1st Lieutenant. William Gilliland, 1st Lieutenant.

James Campbel , 2d Lieutenant. Leonard Bleecker, 2d Lieutenant.

3. 8.
Jacob Cheesman, (ap.) Captain. Abr'm A. Van Wyck, (ap.) Capt.
Aaron Austin, 1st l.ieutenant. William Leary, 1st Lieutenant.
John Houston, 2d Lieutenant. John Beeckman, 2d Lieutenant.

4. . 9.
Fred'kVanWeisenfels, (ap.) Capt. Richard Van Varck, Ca('tain.
John Alex. McDougal, 1st Lieut. David Van Horne, 1st Lieutenant.
Stephen Steel, (ap). 2d Lieutenant. Daniel Gano, 2d Lieutenant.

5. 10.
Gershom Mott, Captain. William Goforth, Captain.

Pelton, 1st Lieutenant. James W. Pane, 1st Lieutenant.
Timothy Hughes, 2d Lieutenant. Parker McDougal, 2d Lieutenant.

John L. Linn, Surgeon.
Third.

James Clinton, (ap.) Colonel; Edward Flemming, (ap.) Lieutenant-
Colonel; Cornelius D. Wynkoop, Cap.) Major; George i:nossen, (ap.)
Adjutant; James Hamilton, Q.uartermaster.

1. 6.
Daniel Griffen, (ap.) Captain. John Grinnell, (ap.) Captain.
Benjamin Marvin

.

, (ap.) 1st Lieut. Wm. Phelps,Jun., (ap.) 1st Lieut.
Nathaniel Norton, 2d Lieutenant. Philip Conklin, (ap.) 2d Lieut.

~ ~
John Hulbert, (ap.) Captain. Andrew Billings, Captain.
John Davis, (ap.) 1st Lieutenant. Ezekiel Cooper, 1st Lieutenant.
William Havens, (ap.) 2d Lieut. John Langdon, 2d Lieutenant.

3. 8.
John Nicholson, Captain. Daniel Denton, (ap.) Captain.
Isaac Belknapp, 1st Lieutenant. Baltazer De Hart, (ap.) 1st Lieut.
David Dubois, 2d Lieutenant. Jonas Bellows, (ap.) 2d Lieut.

4. 9.
Elias Hasbrouck, (ap.) Captain. Lewis Dubois, Cap.) Captain.
Cornelius T. Jansen, 1st Lieut. Elias Van Bunshooten, 1st Lieut.
Albert Pawling, (ap.) 2d Lieut. Cornelius Adriance,,(ap.) 2d Lt.

5. 10.
Jacobus S. Bruyn, (ap.) Captain. Robert Johnson, Captain.
Thomas De Witt, (ap.) 1st Lieut. Martinus Goetchins, 1st Lieut.
James Gregg, 2d Lieutenant. Philip Du Bois Bevier, (ap.) 2d Lt.

Samuel Cooke, Surgeon.
Fourth.

James Holmes, (ap.) Colonel; Philip Cortlandt, (ap.) Lieutenant-Colo-
nel; Barnabas Tuthill, (ap.) Major; Benjamin Chapman, Quarter-
master.

1. ~
Henry B. Livingston, (ap.) Capt. Nathaniel Woodard, Captain.
Jacob Th

.

omas, (ap.) 1st Li
.

eut. Abraham Ricker, 1st Lieutenant.
Roswell Wilcox, (ap.) 2d Lieut. Morris Hazard, 2d Lieutenant.

~ ~
Daniel Mil1s, (ap.) Captain. John R. Livingston, (ap.) Capt.
Elijah Hunter, 1st Lieutenant. Leonard Ten Broeck, (ap.) 1st Lt.
Johl\ Bayley, 2<1Lieutenant. Andries Heermanse, (ap.) 2d Lt.

~ &
Jonathan Platt, (ap.) Captain. Henry G. Livingston, (ap.) Capt.
David Dan, (ap.) 1st Lieutenant. Samuel Van Veghten, 1st Lieut.
Manning Bull, 2d Lieutenant. Wm. Matthewman, (ap.) 2d Lt.

~ ~
Ambrose Horton, (ap.) Captain. Jacobus Wynkoop, (ap.) Captain.
David Palmer, 1st Lieutenant. Anthony Welph, (ap.) 1st Lieut.
Samuel Tredwell Pell, 2d Lieut. Thomas Lefoy, 2d Lieutenant.

5. 10.
Rufus Herrick, Captain. Joseph Benedict, Jun., Captain.
Charles Graham, 1st Lieutenant. Samuel Sackett, (ap.) 1st Lieut.
Jesse Thompson, 2d Lieutenant. William Wilcox, (ap.) 2d Lieut.

Ebenezer Haviland, Surgeon; Isaac Smith, Surgeon's Mate.

Second.
Myndert Roseboom, (ap.) Colonel; Gosen Van Schaick, (ap.) Lieu-

tenant-Colonel; "Lucas Van Vel!;hten, Major; Barent J. Ten Eyck,
(ap.) Adjutant; John W. Wendell, (ap.) Q.uartermaster.

1. ~
"Peter Yates, (ap.) Captain. John Frey, (ap.) Captain.
Helll'y Van Veghten, (ap.) 1st Lt. Anth'yVan Veghten, (ap.) ]st Lt.
Gideon King, (ap.) 2d Lieut. Matthew Warmood, (ap.) 2d Lt.

2. 7.
Stephen T. Schuyler, (ap.) Capt. Joseph McCracken, Captain.
Barent Roseboom, (ap.) 1st Lieut. Moses Martin, 1st Lieutenant.
Dirck Hansen, (ap.) 2d Lieut. John Barns, 2d Lieutenant.

3. 8.
Peter B. Roman, (ap.) Captain. Joel Pratt, (ap.) Captain.
My.ndertA. Wemple, (ap.).1stLt. Benjamin Chattenden, (ap.) 1st Lt.
Jelhs A. Fonda, (ap.) 2d Lieut. Israel Spencer, (ap.) 2d Lieut.

4. 9.
John Fisher, (ap.) Captain. Hezekiah Baldwin, Captain.
Benjamin Evans, (ap.) 1st Lieut. Nath'l Rowley, 1st Lieutenant.
Joseph Fitch, (ap.) 2d Lieut. Roswell Beeby, 2d Lieutenant.

5. 10.
Corn's Van Dyck, (ap.) Captain. Elisha Benedict, Captain.
Corn's Van Slyck, (ap.) 1st Lieut. Samuel Fletcher, ]st Lieutenant.
Guy Young, (ap.) 2d Lieutenant. Alexander Brink, 2d Lieutenant.

John Williams, Surgeon.

'The eldestofficerof Lucas Van Veghtenand PeterYate. i. to be Major,and Ibe
other Captain.



955 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., NOVEMBER, 1776. 956

One company of Artillery, consisting of one hl10dred men,
including officers,to be drafted out of the within list, and that
John Lamb be appointed an additional officer, to have the
command of that company: John Lamb, Captain; Thomas
Ivers, Captain-Lieutenant; John Crane, 1st Lieutenant;
Martin Johnson, 2d Lieutenant.

If any Captain in Albany County should refuse the ser-
vice, that vacancy to be filled up from Cumberland County,
who have given up their nomination in favour of Elisha
Benedict.

Second or Albany Regiment.
Goose Van Schaick, CoJonel. . . . . .in the room of Myndert Roseboom.
Peter Yates, Lieutenant-Colonel.. . in the room of Goose Van Schaick.
Peter Gansevoprt, Jun., Major. . . .in th'e room of Lucas Van Veghten.

1. 6.
John Fisher, Captain. Hezekiah Baldwin, Captain.
Benj. Evans, Lie~tenant. Nath'J Rowley, Lieutenant.
Jos. Fitch, do. Roswell Beeby, do.

2.
Corn's Van Dyck, Captain.
Corn's Van SJyck, Lieqtenant.
Guy Young, do.

3.
Barent J. Ten Eyck, Captain, in

the room of Peter Tropman.
Dirck Hansen, LLeutenant.
John G. Lavsipg, dp.

4.
John Fry, Captain.
Anthony Van Veghten,Lieut.
Matthew Warwood, do.

7.
Joseph McCracken, Captain.
Moses Martin, Lieutenant.
John Barns, do.

8.
Elisha Benedict, Captain.
Wm. McCune, Lieutenant.
Alex'r Brink, do.

9.
John Graham, Captain, in the room

of Peter Yates.
Gideon King, Lieutenant.
Nicholas Van Rensselaer, do.

10.
Joel Pratt, Captain.
Benj. Chittenden, Lieutenant.
Israel Spencer, do.

5.
George 'Vhite, Captain, in room

of Stephen J. Schuyler.
Jervis Mudge, Lieute,nant.
Eleazer Grant, do.

Henry Van Woerdt .Quartermaster.
John Ti!lrmu) .Adjutant.
Stephen i}IcCrea. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. .. . .. .Surgeon.

A List of the Officers of the four Battalions raised in the
State of N EW-YORKin the year 1776, for the defence of
the said State.

First Battalion.
Captains: John Johnson, Benj. Ledyard, John Wiley.
First Lieutenants: Leonard Bleecker, James H. Hughes, Benj.

Walker, Henry Tiebout, Tho's Lefoy.
Second Lieutenant: Wm. Tapp.
Ensigns: Gilbert R. G. Livingston, Wm. Munday, James Bonnel,

James Fairly.
Andrew Taylor, Adjutant. Mr. Curtis, Surgeon.

Second Battalion.
Henry B. Livingston.. . . . .. .. . . ... . . . . .Lieutenant-CoJonel.

Captains: John Davis, 'Vm. Jackson, Ab'm Swartwout.
First Lieutenants: Wm. Havens-a man of honor, but very illiterate,

but a submissive officer; Israel Smith, Simeon Tryon, John Lloyd,
Jonathan Titus.

Second Lieutenapts: Nathan'J Norton-the same as Wm. Havens;
Edward Conklin, Henry Pawling, George Smith.

Ensigns: Sylvanus Conklin, Gilbert Ja's Livingston.
Iudah Harlow, AdjUtant. Petrus Tappen, Surgeon.
Nehemiah Carpenter, Quartermaster . Van De Linde, Surgeon's Mate.

Third Battalion.

Fred'k Weisen(eIs,.. .,.. . . . . .. .. . .Lieutenant-Colonel.
Captain: Benj. Pelton.
First Lieutenants: Nathan Strong, Jonathan Hallet, Edward Louns-

berry, Patten Jackson.
Second Lieutenants: James Miller, Cha's Newkirk, Isaac Sherwood

Peter Benedict, Robert Wood, Elihu Marshall. 'Ensigns: Jeremiah Clarke, John Johnson.
Jonathan Hall~t, Adjutant. HQnIoGk Woodruff, Surgeon.
Rob'tProvost. Quartermaster. Dan 'I Wemina. do. Mate.

Fourt.h Battalion.

Philip Van Cortlandt .Lieutenant-Colonel.
Captains: Sam'j Van Vep'hten, John H. Wendell Gerrit Veeder
First Lieutenants: Jno. Hooghkerk, J no. C. Ten Broeck, Adiel Sber-

wood, Barent Staats Salisberry.
Second Lieutenants: John Ball, Jno. WeIch, Levi Stockwell, Isaac

Bogert.
Ensigns: Jno. Qstrander, Wm. Scudder.

Teunis Van Waganen, Adjutant. Haviland Surgeon.
Tho's Williams, Quartermaster. George Graham: Surgeon's Mate.

In Committee appointed by the Convention of the State
of New- York for arranging the Officers of the four Bat-
talions directed to be raised in this State by the General
Congress, and for executing their Resolutions relatil'e there-
to:

Captain Platt requests of this Committee that
Zephaniah Platt, may be omitted in the present

his son,
arrange-

ment, as his private affairs render his continuance at home
indispensable.

Resolved, That Captain Platt's request though as
his son is recommended as a good officer, they wish it had
been convenient to him to have continued in tbe service.

21 November, 1776.

WILLIAM HARPER TO COM~nTTEE OF ARRANGEMENT.

GENTLEMEN OF THE COMMITTEE OF ARRANGEMENTS: If

there should be a vacancy for a Lieutenant' in' Captain
McKen's company, I would recommend Joseph lIarper,
who has served under said McKen this last campaign, at his
own expense, as a volunteer, on purpose to qualify himself
for the same, and is capable of inlisting a number of men,
and would be very agreeable to Captain JfcKean and Lieu-
tenant French. But if there cannot be a provision made
there, I would request some other place.

From, gentlemen, your humble servant.
WM.H;\RJ'ER.

LEONARD GANSEVOORT TO ROBERT YATES.

DEARSIR: Mr. Jacob John Lansing being anxious to
inlist into the Army of the United States, if he could be
provided for as an officer, this desire has been signified to
General Schuyler by Mr. Philip Van Rensselaer, who
informs me that the General begged him to request me to
recommend him to your Committee; and as Mr. Cuyler
and yourself are as well acquainted with Mr. Lansing as
myself, I presume it is needless for me to mention his quali-
fications.

Mr. Henry Van Veghten also mentions to me that he
would witb alacrity enter the service if he could be suitably
appointed.

Messrs. Leonard Gansevoort, Jun., and John Tob's Ten
Eyck, have also requested me to transmit you their names
as Regimental Paymasters. The former has been recom-
mended to Congress some time ago by Colonel Van Schaick
to that post for his regiment.

I am, most respectfully, your and the Committee's most
obedient and very humble servant,

LEONARD GANSEVOOftT.

To Robert Yates, Esq.

ROBERT YATES TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Fishkill, November 28th, 1776.

SIR: The Committee of Arrangement have been informed
by tbe members of Tryon County that Captam ,McKeen
and his Lieutenants, Ebenezer French, Albert Vander Werke,
and Gerrit Pottmom, instead of ha\7ing discharged his com-
pany are still in service, and at the same time recommended
those officers as well qualified to continue in service. With.
out relying, however, too much on recommendations which
probably may be partial 01"interested, the Committee have
directed me to apply to you for further information. If they
are officers with qualifications such as Congress requires by
their late resolves, the Committee will, without hesitation,
place them on the present establishment; and the more so,
as the County of Tryon may probably conceive that it has
not been sufficiently noticed. The Committee, as soon as
they can complete the arrangement, will furnish you with a.
copy.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest esteem, sir,youl'
most obedient, humble servant,

Ron'T YATES, Chairman.

J. A. lIfAGEE TO ROBERT YATES.

Fishkill, November 29th, 1776.

SIR: I would presume to recommend my brother Peter
:Magee for an officer in thI'Jnew recruits, now a Second Lieu-
tenant in the Army at Fort C(Jnstitution, in the company
of one Mr. Bently, and in the regiment whereof Henry V.
Rensselaer, Esq., is Major. I would choose, sir, to refer to
Major Van Rensselaer and Major Peter Schuyler.

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
J. A. MAGEE.

To Robert Yates, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of
Arrangement.
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Meeting of the Committee of Arrangement, December
6th, 1776:

Resignations.
Captain Samuel Veghten, (Goos-e Lieutenant-Colonel Hulbert.

Van Schaick.) Lieutenant Jan1es- M. Hughes.
Captain Garret Veder, (Goos-e Lieutenant John Johns-on.

Van Schaick.) Ensign Joshua Drake, (Captain
Captain John Johns-on. Sackett's company.)
Captain Richard Platt. Ensign Joseph Hanning.
Captain Elijah Hunter.

Recommendations.

Ensigns.
--, (Ph. Livingston, Esq.)
Gilbert Strang, (Captain Sacket.)
George Deniston Grey, (Cy. Gen.

Clinton.)
James Barret, Sergeant-Major of

McDougal's, (by Captain John-
son.)

Moore, (Tryon.)
Simon Crygier~
Paymaster Provost.
Leonard Gansevoort, Junior.
John Tob's Ten Eyck.

Abraham Ricker.
Captain Copp, (Capt. Vascifel!.)
Captain McKean, (the Contin~n-

tal Deregates.)
Theodoria.s Fowler.
John Brogden.
Lieutenant Hugh McClennan.
Lieutenant John Nicholls-,
Lieut. :French, (Tryon County

Delegates. )
Lieut. Peter Magee, (Lieutenant

of Militia No. 1.)
Jeremiah Lansingh.

In Committee of Arrangement, Fishkill, December 12, 1776.

Present: Robert Harper, Chairman pro tem., Colonel
Duer, Mr. Duane, Colonel De Witt.

Resolved, That Captain Abraham Ricker and Captain
John Copp be appointed Captains in one of the four 'Bat-
talions of this State; also that Thomas McKane be appointed
a Captain in the same.

Lieutenant-Colonel Hulbert has informed Colonel Duer
and Mr. Duane that he had resigned, and would not any
longer continue in service.

A Letter from lVathaniel Hazard, December 9th, 1776,
informing of the. resignation of Mr. John Gunnel; and of
Mr. Slaus Hobart's recommendation of Nathaniel Platt for
a Captaincy.

A Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Hulbert, December
9th, 1776, informing the Committee of his resignation, at
the same time recommending Benjamin ]}larvin as an officer
of merit, for a Lieutenancy.

A Letter from Captain John Johnson, November 17th,
1776, recommending Lieutenant John Johnson for a Cap-
tain of Marines, and Sergeant-Major James Barret as worthy
of a commission.

A Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Weisen.fels,of Decem-
ber 2d, 1176,informing of the resignations of Captains John
Johnson,Richard Platt, Bri~ade-Major,andElijah Hunter;
also Lieutenants James M.Hughes and John Johnson; rec-
ommending Captains Copp, Gershom "~Iott,John Brogden,
and Lieutenants Hugh McClellan and John Nicolls; also
Simon Crygier -[or an Ensign. '

A Letter from Jelles Fonde, of 22d November, recom-
mending Captain ]}fcKane, First Lieutenant Ebenezer
1!'rench,Second Lieutenant Albert Van DewG1'ka, Garret
Pottman, and Major Robert Cochran, which last he says
would choose to be in service as a Ranger.

A Letter from Samuel Sackett, Captain, of :27th Novem-
ber, informing of the resignation of Lieutenant Ebenezer
Mott, Joshua Drake, Ensign; also recommending Mr. Gil-
bert Strang as a very fit person for an officer; requesting
that he may be appointed Ensign to his Company.

A Certificate from Messrs. William Hm'per and John
Moore, of the 29th .November, I'ecommendinrrCaptain Mc-
Kane and Lieutenant French as good and wOorthyofficers;
also of the dismissionof Captain Scban's Company.

A Letter fi'om Rev. John ]}Iason, November 26, 1776,
requesting a Chaplaincy in one of our Battalions.

A Letter from Ja. Cuyler, Esq., 9th December, informing
that Mr. ValkenDurgh, who was left out of the arrangement
on declining to SE:rve,is now willing to continue in service,
and recommending bim as a good officer; also that Mr.
Samuel Thorn will accept; and that Mr. Henry Devan-
dorph, who WaS mentioned to us as indifferent, has done
some extraordinary services, for which he recommends him
for a good officer.

A Letter from Colonel P. Gansevoort, of the 3d Decem-
ber last, recommending IIenry Colbraith and .J}IcClannen
for Ensigns. He bas sent them out to recruit.

A Note frQIDGeneral James Clinton of the 6th Decem-
ber instant, recormnending George Dennison for an Ensjrrn
in Captain Gregg's Company. 0

A Letter from James Magee, of 29th November,1776,

recommending his brother, Second Lieutenant Peter Magee,
foran appointment on the new establishment.

A Letter from Surgeon Benjamin Curtis, of November 3d,
1776, wherein he resigns his office.

A Letter from Robert Provost, December 7th, instant,
appointed a Paymaster by General Washington, requesting:
to be continued.

A Letter from Major Benjamin Ledyard, December 12th,
recommending Theodosius Fowler as First Lieutenant to
Captain Walker. .

A Letter from Gen'eral Jame,~ Clinton, of December ~d,
1776, recommending Captain Rosecrans and Lieutenant
Lee.

A Letter fmm Colonel Van Schaick, December 5th, en-
closing the resignation of Captains Samuel Van Veghten and
Garret Veeder; also of Second Lieutenants John Lansing
and Bartholomew Van Valkenburgh; and of Ensigns John
Vernon, John J. Ten Eyck, Abraham G. Lansing, and
Peter 8. Schuyler. The Colonel infqrmsthat Major Chris-
topher P. Yates, First Lieutenant John R

. .

oO
E
O'h7cirk

.

,Second;
Lieutenant Abraham Hardenburgh, Secondi~utenant Wil-
liam Scudder, Second Lieutenant John Ostrander, First
Lielltenant Adire Sherwood, and Ensign: Peter J. Hooge-
boom, had returned him no answer. .

Lieutenant Cornelius Bicker, recommended by Captain
Anthony Rutgers, December14tb, to be provided for in tb~
new arrangement.

Ezekiel Cooper went First Lieutenant with Captain
Billings to Canada; when the Regiment was discharged at
Montreal, was appointed Captain by General ]Jfontgomery,
served at Quebeck last winter, was appointed Captain this
spring, and now serves on the Mohawk tiver~

In Committee of Arrangements, Fishkill, D.eeember 14th, 1776.

Present: Robert Harper, Chairman, Mr. Duane, Mr.
Jay, Colonel Duer, Colonel De Witt.

Resolved, That Captain Abraham Ricker be, and he is
hereby, appointed Captain in the First Company of the
Regiment commandedby Colone]Cortlandt, in the roomof
Captain John Johnson, who has resigned; and that a copy
of this Resol ve, with his Instructions, be immediately sent
him by the Chairman, together with the names of his subal-
tern officers.

Resolved,That Recruiting Instructions be immediately
given to Captain John Copp, for inlisting a Company in
Colonel Van 8chaick's Regiment, and that this Committee~
pledge themselves that he shall be placed in such rank on'
the Continental establishment as he is entitled to from his
former commission.

Resolved, That Captain Robert McKane be, and he is
hereby, appointed Captain of.,.a Company in Colonel Van
Schaick's Rerriment; and thafthis Committee pledge them-
selyes that h~ shaH be placed in such rank on the Conti-
nental establishment as he is entitled to from his fanner
commISSIon.

Resolvedunanimously, That Jaco5 Morris, Esq., be,
and he is hereby, appointed a Major to the Regimeht coni-
manded by Colonel Duboise.

Resolved, That Amos Hutchins, Esq., be, and he is
hereby, appointed a Captain of a Company in Colonel Du-
boise's Regiment; and tbat a copy of this Resolve, his In
structions,togetherwith the nameSof his subaltern officers,
be immediately sent him by the Chairman.

Resolved, That James Stewart, Esq., be, and he is
hereby, appointed a Captain in the Regiment of Colonel
Duboise.

Resolved, That Philip Duboise Bevier, Esq., be, and
he is hereby, appointed a Captain in the Regiment com- .

manded by Colonel Duboise.
Resolved,That Brinton Payne, Esq., be, and he is

hereby, appointed a Captain in the Regiment of Colonel
Duboise.

Resolved, That William J. Smith, Esq., be, and he is
hereby, appointeda Captain in the Regiment commanded
by Colonel Duboise.

Resolved,That Henry Godwin, Esq., be, and he is
hereby, appointed a Captain in the Regiment corrimanded
by Colonel Duboise.

Resolved, That Samuel English be, and he is hereby,
appointed a Second Lieutenant in Colonel Duboise's Regi;.;
ment.
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Resolved, That Edward Weaver, Gent., be, and he is
hereby, appointed an Ensign in Coronel Duboise's Regi-
ment.

Resolved, That Thomas Lewis, Gent., be, and he is
hereby, appointed an Ensign in Colonel Duboise's. Regi-
ment.

Resolved, That Henry J.
he is hereby, appointed an
Regiment.

Resolved, That Nathaniel Birdsall, Gent., be, and he is
h~reby, appointed an Ensign in Colonel Duboise's Regi-
ment.

Resolved, That Jacobus Sleght, Gent., be, and he is
hereby, appointed an Ensign in Colonel Duboise's Regi-
ment.

Resolved, That Thompson, late a Sergeant in
Colonel Humphrey's Regiment, be, and he is hereby, ap-
pointed an Ensign in Colonel Duboise's Regiment.

Resolved, That Henry Duboise, Esq., be, and he is
hereby, appointed Adjutant to the Regiment commanded
by Colonel Duboi.se.

.

Resolved, That John ftfcClaughery be, and he is hereby,
appointed Quartermaster to Colonel Duboise's Regiment.

Resolved, That Albert Pawling, Esq., be, and he is
hereby, appointed Aid-Major to the Regiment of Colonel
Duboi.~e,with the pay of a Major in the Continental ser-
vice, and with the rank he is entitled to by his former com-
mission in Colonel Duboise's Regiment.

Resolved, That Recntiting Instructions be sent to the
respective Captains and Ensigns above appointed, and that
a copy of the Resolution appointing each of them respect-
ively be endorsed on their respective Instructions.

Resolved, That application be made to the Convention
for an advance of the sum of , out of the Treasury
of this State, towards the bounty for recruiting the said
Regiment.

Resolved, That Doctor John Coats be appointed Sur-
geon to the said Regiment.

Resolved, That Dennis Tappen be, and he is hereby,
appointed Paymaster to said Regiment.

Resolved, That Colonel De Witt be requested to trans-
mit to Major Pawling the resolution of his appointment, and
to inform him that it is the earnest wish of the Committee
of Arrangement that he may accept the same.

Resolved, That Henry Pawling, whoisappointeda First
Lieutenant in Colonel Gansevoort's Regiment, be removed
to the Regiment to be raised and appointed by Co]onel
Duboise, and that he hold the same rank there that he was
entitled to by a formercommission. .

A Letter from General George Clinton, of this date, re-
commending Lieutenant LaJJ?rence to an appointment on
the New Arrangement: -,;

Resolved, That Lieutenant Andrew Lawrence be, and
he is hereby, appointed a Lieutenant in the Regiment of
Colonel Duboise.

A Letter from John McKesson. Esq., recommending Mr.
Alexander McArthur and Mr. John L Myers to appoint-
ments on the New Arrangement.

Resolved, That Mr. Alexander ~JtIcArthurbe, and he is
hereby, appointed a Second Lieutenant in the Regiment of
Colonel Duboise.

Resolved, That Simon Crygier be, and he is hereby,
appointed an Ensign in the Regiment commanded by
Colonel Cortlandt, and in Captain Jonathan Hallet's Com-
pany.

Vanderbergh, Gent., be, and
Ensign in Colonel Duboise's

In Committee of Arrangement, Fishkill, December 18tb, 1776.

Present: Ro!/t 1Im'pur, Chairman pro tem., Colonel
Duer, Colonel De Witt.

Jacobus A. Rosa, Ensign, now of Captain Jackson's
Company, in the late Regiment of General James Clintvn,
recommended by said General as an Ensign in Captain
Israel Smith's Company of Colonel Livingston's Regiment,
and Second Lieutenant Peter Elsworth in the room of
Lieutenant Lee, should he resign. First Lieutenant Lee
also recommended by the General to a commission, pre-
serving his rank, in any of tbe new Regiments.

A Letter.recei~'ed from Captain Ben. T¥alker, requesting
that, as he ISunwelJ, Subalterns may be appointed imme
diately, and clothing given to his men.

General J. Clinton recommends Andrew Harkness, a
Sergeant in Captain Jackson's Company, for an Ensigncy;
said Harkness is a good pensman and arithmetician.

The General informs, that John McClaugery WQuldsuit
an Ensigncy better than the Quartermastership be is now
appointed to tbe 14th instant; and that the present Quar-
termaster, Jeremiah Carpenter, in the said Regiment, will
accept, and in the General's opinion is ml.Jchbetter qualified.

In Committee of Arrangement, Fishkill, December 20th, 1776.

Resolved, That Mr. Josiah Bagley be, and he is hereby,
appointed an Ensign in the Regiment commanded by
Colonel Gansevoort.

Mr. Gansevoort recommends Silas Grey as a good officer
and is worthy 'the notice of the Committee; that Colonel
Gansevoort would be happy in having him appointed a
Second Lieutenant in his Battalion. ..

ltlemorandum.-John Houston, now the 8th Captain in
Colonel Gansevoort's, was a Second LieuteI;1antlast year.
Jonathan Pearcy, now First Lieutenant in First Company
of said Regiment, was a First Lieutenant last year, and
returned from Canada in June last.

Agreeable to the proposal sent to Captain Rosecrans, of
his choosing whether he should go into Colonel Duboise's
or Livingston's Regiment, he has chosen the former.

Resolved, That he continue in Colonel Dubois's Regi-
ment.

Resolved, That lIenry Swartwout, Edward weaver, John
ltIcClaughrey, Jacobus Sleght, Henry J. Vanderberg, Na-
thanielBirdsall, and Thomas Lewis, be, and the)' are hereby
appointed, Ensigns in the regiment commanded by Colonel
Dubois.

Colonel DUBOY's Officers on the New Arrangement.
Captains.

Philip Dubois Bevier, Wm. 1. Smith,
Brinton Payne, Harry Godwin.

Jacobus Rosecrans,
Amos Hutchins,
J ames Stewart,

Second Lieutenants.
Samuel English. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .Alex'r McArthur.

Ensigns.
Henry Swartwout, Henrr, J. Vanderberg, Thompson,
Edward Weaver, Nath I Bi,'dsalI, John McClaughery.
Tho's Lewis, Jacobus Sleght,

Henry Dubois Adjutant.
Nehemiah Carpenter. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .Quartermaster.

Resignations of Officers received by the Committee of Ar-
rangement from the day of to the 14th day of
December, inclusive.

Van Schaick's.
Garret Veder, Captain,
SamuelVan Veghten,
John Lansingh, Junior,

1st Lieutenant,
John Verner, Ensign,
John J. Ten Eyck,
Abraham G. Lansingh,
Peter J. Schuyler.

December 22d, 1776.-Colonel Duboys requests tbat the
Rev. John ltIason be appointed a Chaplain to his Regi-
ment.

December 23d, 1776.-ResoZved, That Samuel Lewis be,
and he is hereby, appointed an Ensign in Captain Abraham
Swartwout's Company and Colonel Gansevoort's Regi-
ment.

December 23d, 1776.-Resolved, That Lieutenant Thom-
as Lee be, and he is hereby, appointed a Captain in the
Regiment commanded by Colonel Duboys.

December '3d, 1776.-Resolved, That the fonowing be,
agreeable to the request of Colonel Duboys, tbe rank roll of
his Regiment; and that the Officers do hold their respec-
tive ranks in the Continental establishment, agreeable to
their former commissions:

Cortlandt's.
Richard Platt,
EJijah Hunter,
John Johnston,
James M. Hughes, 1st

Lieutenant,
John Johnson, 2d Lieut.

[.ivi11gston's.

Lieut. Colonel Hulbert.

Jacobus Rosecrans, 1st Captain,
Henry Dodge, 1st Lieutenant,
Samuel Dodge, 2d Lieutenant,
Henry Swartwout, Ensign.

Amos Hutchins, Captain,
Patton Jackson, 1st Lieutenant,
John Forman, 2d Lieutenant,
Edwal'd Weaver, Ensign.

Captain, resigned,
Henry Vanderberlj, 1st Lieutenant,
James Betts, 2d LIeutenant,
Henry J. Vanderberg, Ensign.

William 1. Sinith, Captain.
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James Stewart, Captain, Henry Godwin, Captain,
John Burnet, 1st Lieutenant, Andrew Lawrence, 1st Lieutenant,
Alexander McArthur,2d Lieuten 't, Ebenezer Mott, 211Lieutenant,
John McCloughery, Ensign. Thomas Lewis, Ensign.
Philip Duboys Bevier, Captain, Thomas Lee, Captain,
Thomas Brinkley, 1st Lieutenant, Henry Pauling, 1st Lieutenant,
Samuel English, 2d Lieutenant, Nathaniel BirdsaIl,2<1Lieutenant,
Ja.cobusSleght, Ensign. Thomas Beyux, Ensign.

Memorandum.-Colonel Duboys requests that the same
sum be granted him as was to the other Colonels. He has
dra wn £ 1,500 already of that sum, and wants £ 1,500 more
immediately.

December 24th.-Second Lieutenant Daniel Lawrence
applies for to be taken as an officer in the New Arrange-
ment. He entered a Second Lieutenant in Rosecrans's
Company last Pebruary; was a Lieutenant of the Militia
before; can be re.commended by General J. Clinton. Mr.
McNeal

.

re
.

commends as a stQut'
l.

oo
.

d officer. Mr. Sackett
knows him, as also Mr. Gilbert ivingston.

28th.-Resolved, That Barent J. Ten Eyck, Esq., be,
and he is hereby, appointed a Captain in the Regiment
commanded by Colonel Goose Van Schaick.

30th.-Resolved, That Jeremiah C. Muller, Gent., be,
and he is hereby, appointed an Ensign in the Regiment
commanded by Colonel Van Schaick.

Memorwidum.-Jonathan Piercy was the eldest First
Lieutenant in the first four Regiments, and then said to be
the first man to be preferred to a company.

January Ist.-Mr. Timothy Smith, of Goshen, (an En-
sign,) resigns. HtJ will recommend an Ensign in his stead
if agreeable.

January 'ld, 1777.-Mr. Harpur proposes the following
Resolve for the approbation of the Committee of Arrange-
ment, viz: That First Lieutenant Jonathan Piercy, who
was the eldest Lieutenant in the first four Regiments of
this State, be, and he is hereby, appointed a Captain, in the

room of Captain Brinton Payne, of Colonel Duboys's Regi-
ment, who has I:esigned; and that he, the said Piercy, shall
preserve the rank he is entitled to from his former com-
mlSSJon.

Resolved, That MI'. Christopher Hutton be, and he is
hereby, appointed an Ensign in the Regiment commanded
by Colonel Gansevoort, and in Captain Henry Tiebout's
Company.

January 1st, 1777.- Timothy Smith, Ensign, told the
Chairman be had declined serving, and Joshua Hubbard, a
good-looking young fellow, desires to be put in his room;
said Hubbard was a Corpoml in Captain Ghas. Graham's
Company, and from Suffolk County.

Captain Jacob Wright recommended by General ScQtt as
an excellent officer for a Captain on the New Arrangement.

Timothy Hughs, Nath'[ Henry, [,ieutenants in Colond
Nicholson's Regiment, alsQ Lieutenant Guy YQung, for
Lieutenants; and Jonathan Brown, Prancis Shaw, and

Bennet, for Ensigns, recommended by Colonel Van
Schaick.

Jeremiah Lansing recommended for a Paymaster to
Colone] Gansevoort's Regiment, or any other, by the Pres-
ident, General Ten Broeck.

Captain Dan'[ Griifin, 1st Captain in J. Clinton's Regi-
ment, recommended for Lieutenant-Colonel to Colonel
LivingstQn's Regiment. He is before Lieutenant-Colonel
Hulbert in rank. He and Benjamin Marvin petitioned the
Convention on the 23d December, I7i4.

Sergeant Will'm Erskin recommended by Captain God-
win as an excellent fellow for an Ensign, and requests him
for his company.

Doctor Wm. Mead recommended to CololJd Cortlandt's
Regiment by Mr. Jay, Captain Pell, and others, as a good
Surgeon. He has lodged a.certificate of bis examination by
Doctor Bard with the Convention, by the hands of Mr.
Tompkins.

DEBATES IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS AND HOUSE OF COMMONS ON MEASURES RELATING TO AMERICA, DURING

TH.E SESSION Oli' PARLIAMENT COMMENCING ON THURSDAY, THE THIRTY-FIRST DAY OF OCTOBER. 1776.

HOUSE OF LORDS. as to give the strongest hopes of the most decisive good
Thursday,October31st,1776. consequences; but, notwithstanding this fair prospect, we

The King came to the House of Peers, and opened the must, at all events, prepare for another campaign.
session with the following Speech to both Houses: "I continue to receive assurances of amity from the sev-

eral Courts of Europe, and alJA.usingmy utmost endeavours"My Lords and Gentlemen:
to conciliate unhappy djfferen~s between two neighboming"Nothing could have affordedme so much satisfaction
Powers; and I still hope, that all misunderstandingsmayas to have been able to inform you, at the opening of this
be removed, and Europe continue to enjoy the inestimablesession, that the troubles which have so long distracted my
blessings of peace. I think, nevertheless, that in the pres-Colonies in North America were at an end; and that my
ent situation of affairs, it is expedient that we should be inunhappy people, recovered from their delusion, had deliv-
a respectable state of defence at home.ered themselves from the oppression of their leaders, and

returned to their duty. But so daring and desperate is the" Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
spirit of those leaders, whose object has always been do- " I will order the estimates for the ensuing year to be laid
minion and power, that they have now openly renoonced before you. It is matter of real concern to me, that the
all allegiance to the Crown, and all political connection important considerations which I have stated to you, must
with this country: they have rejected, with circumstances necessarily be followed by great expense. I doubt not, '

of indignity and insult, the means of conciliation held out however, but that my faithful Commons will readily and
to them under the authorityof our commission,and have cheerfully grant me such supplies as the maintenance of
presumed to set up their rebellious Confederacies for inde- the honour of my Crown, the vindication of the just rights of
pendent States. If their treason be suffered to take root, Parliament, and the publick welfare, shaH be found to require.
much mischief must grow fj'om it, to the safety of my loyal" My Lords and Gentlemen:
Co]onies, to the cornmerce of my Kingdoms, and indeed to

" In this arduous contest, I can have no other object but
the present system of aH Europe. One great advantage, to promote the true intere~ts of all my subjects. No people
however, wiH be derived from the object of the Rebels ever enjoyed more happiness, or lived under a milder GO\'.
being openly avowed and clearly understood: we shall ernment, than those now revolted Provinces. The improve-
have unanimity at home, founded in the general conviction ments in every art of which they boast, declare it; their
of the justice and necessity of our measures. numbers, their wealth, their strength by sea and land, which

"I am happy to inform you, that by the blessing of they think sufficient to enable them to make head against
Divine Providence on the good conduct and valour of my the whole power of the mother country, are irrefragable
officers and forces by sea and land, and on the zeal and proofs of it. My desire is to restore to them the blessings
bravery of tbe auxiliary troops in my service, Canada is of Jaw and liberty, equally enjoyed by every British subject,
recovered; and although, from unavoidable delays, the ope- which they have fatally and desperately exchanged for all
rations at New- York could not begin before Ihe month of the calamities of war, and the arbitrary tyranny of their
August, the success in that Province has been so important chiefs."
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DEBATE ON THE LORDS' ADDRESS OF THANKS,

His Majesiy having retired,
The Earl of CARLISLE said, tbat be rose with great re-

luctance, knowing bis own incapacity, either to take the
lead On sO important an occasion, the most so this country
ever before experienced, or to pay tbat just tribute of tbanks
due to the gracious speech from the Throne, a speech, he
would venture to affirm, replete with the strongest marks of
sound policy, royal wisdom, and paternal tenderness, for the
prosperity, happiness, and freedom of all bis subjects. His
Lordship observed, that tbe nation bad been brought into
Its present critical and dangerous situation, by the arts of
designing, ambitious men; and he could not, while he
lamented the influence the leaders in America had over
their deluded, infatuated brethren, hel p remarking, that the
present daring and open hostilities commenced, abetted, and
avowed, which preceded their declaration of independency,
would never have happened, if that disobedient, traitorous
spirit had not been fomented, nourished, and strengthened
by a set of men in this country, who, deserting its interests,
shamefulJy sacrificed them to tbeir personal views of faction
and ambition. He said, the ground taken on this occasion
became dangerous in proportion to its plausibility; for it
was, indeed, hardly conceivable, that the people of Ame-
rica, who owed so many obligations to the parent State,
who were at once bound to it by every tie of gratitude and
interest, and every bond of union which nature and affec-
tion could render sacred, would ever break and cancel them
all without any real provocation: but the event had proved
the contrary; and as the noble Lords on the other side of
the House founded their opposition on the idea, that Ame-
rica never did aim at independency, he trusted now that
the question had totally altered its nature, the consequence
of such alteration would be an unanimity as complete, as he
was assured it would be decisive, in restoring peace to this
distracted and divided Empire.

.

His Lordship commented on several parts of the speecb
from tbe Throne, particularly on the zeal and bravery of the
King's troops, the recovery of Canada, and the late success
on LonO'-Island. He spoke with warmth upon the inso-
lence or the Rebels (as he called them) in refusing to treat
with the Commissioners appointed by his Majesty. He be-
stowed several harsh expressions on the conduct and beha-
viour of tbe Congress; spoke of the necessity of vigorously
exerting ourselves in tbe course of the ensuing campaign, in
order to repair the repeated injuries, and to heal the wounds
the constitution and interests of this country have recei\'ed
from its base and unnatural children; and concluded with
assuring their Lordships, tbat he did not entertain a single
doubt but that ample reparation would be obtained, and that
the whole wou.ld in the end~rminate to the mutual happi-
ness and advantage of both "f!"ountries.

His Lordship then moved an Address to the King.

Earl F:WCONBE!iGseconded tbe motion. His Lordship
observed, that the question between Great Britain and
America was changed; the' original one, relative to taxa-
tion, no longer existing. The alternative was now, whether
we should forever relinquish America, and submit to the
consequences \vhich ,must inevitabll ensue, from our giving
up all future pretensIons to a supenority over that country?
or, considering tbe great and important stake for which we
are contending, make one vigorous effort to brinO' its deluded
inhabitants back to a proper sense of their duty? He was
for the latter.

The Marquis of ROCKINGHA)[condemned, in very strong
terms, the contents of the speech, which he treated as the
speech of the l\finister. He remarked on the fonowing pas-
sage in the speech: "No people ever enjoyed greater hap-
piness, or lived under a milder government, than those now
revolted Provinces, the improvements in every art of which
they boast .declared it; their number, their wealth, their
strength by sea and land, which they think sufficient to make
head against the whole power of the mother country, are
irrefragable pro~fs of it." This passage, his Lordship con-
tended, was a vIrtual censure of the present Administration,
and pointed out the impolicy of forcinO' such a people into
rebellion. It proved, beyond question~ the great advantages
of a mild Government, and the evils resulting fi~oma cruel
and oppressive one. He presumed that Ministers would

hardly pretend to say, that it was the present system of

measureS under which this people throve, and rose to that
pitcb of opulence and strength, they themselves had given
so lively and apt a description of; if it was not, but that it
evidently impeded instead of augmenting this state of do-
mestick prosperity, it followed of course, that America owed
its greatness to a system of mild Government; and that a
direct deviation, or total abandonment of that s-ystem, was
wbat gave occasion to the present cruel and unnatural civil
war. He said, whatever colour might be now given to the
present state of affairs, taxation was the original cause; and
he still continued to tbink, as he had always declared him-
self, that the only sure constitUtional taxes which could or
ought to be drawn from the Colonies, would be the monopoly
of their trade; and the other great advantages drawn from
their constitutional dependency and connection with the
parent State; and though the right were de\lrly on our side,
nay, even that there were some degree of necessity for ex-
ercising it, yet when the real disposition of the people came
to be known, their resources, strength, and numbers, came
to be revealed, and the enormous expense of prosecuting
sucb an expensive war, at so great a distance, was properly
considered; moti\'es of expediency in the first instance, and
considerations of the possible impracticability of such an
attempt, united, would induce him for one to consent to any
reasonable terms of accommodation. What, said bis Lord-
ship, do Ministers tell us this day? They come forward,
and, through the medium of the speech, write a panegyrick
on their own conduct. I will put the whole of their defence
on this short issue, witbout entering into particulars: I will
leave the decision with themselves. [ask them, in the
whole course of tbeir extensive reading, know ledge, experi-
ence, or to the utmost stretch of their belief, whether they
ever heard, or can now be persuaded to think, that a whole
people, so numerous, and living under so many different forms
of Government, though members of the same political body,
ever unanimously confederated to join in a revolt, under a
mild, wise, and equitable administration of publick affairs
re~atiye to America? His Lordship arraigned besides the
prmclple on which the measures have been all along con-
ducted and supported, that of unconditional submission.
He said, the idea was abhorrent to the subjects of this free
Government; that Englishmen, whatever their local situa-
tion may be, know no obedience to any tbing buttbe laws;
and that when the protection of the laws was taken away
in several instances, particularly by the Capture Act, when
they were declared open enemies, and put out of the King's
peace, it was impossible for them to do otherwise than they
did. If they declared th~emselves independent, it was long
after they were declared enemies; and for his part be could
not possibly see what degree of obedience was due, where
publick protection was openly withdrawn.

His Lordship then moved an amendment to the Ad-
dress.

The Duke of MANCHESTERdrew a parallel between the
present state of the Britt'sh empire, and that of ancient
Rome in its decline. He observed, in one, as the other, the
mere forms of the constitutionwere preserved long after
every effort of despotism and arbitrary power were felt in
their fu]]est extent. Imperial Rome oppressed her provinces
and dependencies, like Britain; her subjects bowed under
the yoke of the most insupportable oppression, like that en-
deavoured to be inflicted on our colonists; and he did not
hesitate to foretell, that as in one instance the distant subjects
of that proud, overbearing mistress of the universe, by the
injustice and severity of her government, forced her prov-
inces to resist her lawless power; so in the other, tbis cOUn-
try had alienated the obedience and affection of her Ampri-
Clln subjects, which would bring on a dismemberment of the
empire, and probably terminate in a total dissolution of this
Government.

His Grace remarked on that passagein the speech (the
whole of which he imputed to the Minister) relative to as-
surances of aJnity, said to be received from the several
courts of Europe, in .a very pointed manner. He said, it
contained the most improbable information that could be
well conceived, unless -we supposed, that tbe framers of the
speech, and those who advised the present naval armaments,
thought differently on the same day; or were not tbe same
persons; for if assurances were given, and that. tbey were
to be depended on, why have recourse to that mode of

..
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manning our Navy, a press, which was known to be fraught discoverthe source of our presentcalamities,and to devise
with so many hardships and inconveniences, and" hich remedies the best suited to their cure and removal.
should never be resorted to, but in seasons of difficulty and Lord CARDIFF [Lord 1}[ountstuart] declared the Colo-
danger? If, on tbe other band, those assurances of amity nists to be exceedingly ungrateful. He said, from their first
were not to be relied on, why deceive the publick and Parlia- emigl'ation from this country they had manifested a most
ment in Sogrossand flagrant a manner? Why de]ude them disloyal and republican spirit; in proportion to the favours
into a dangerous repose? Why tell them, on the eve of a we had heaped upon them, the protection we had afforded,
rupture, that we were in a state of perfect tranquillity? But the encouragement we had given them in free ports, bounties
his Grace insisted, that we ought not, in the present situa- and premiums, and the blood and treasure \ve had spilt and
tion of affail's, to trust either to assurances, however strong, lavished in the.ir service, they had been disobedient, turbu-
or reasons however plausible, when facts were so evidentJy lent, and ungrateful; that our strength and finances had
against them. He had, he said, the most undoubted informa- been wasted in defending and covering them from a dan-
tion, that whatever those assurances might be, they ought not gerous and superior enemy during the late war, to a degree,
to be relied on ; a matter having come to his own knowledge, he feared, tbat would not shortly, if ever, be recovered; and
or at least it came so well authmticated, that he was per- now the return we met with was, to be involved in a bloody,
f~ct]y satisfied of its being indisputably true. He would just expensive contest, on the issue of which tbe dearest interests
mention Hfor the present, presuming, if it were false it would of this country were staked, perhaps its very exsitence as a
be contradicted, in which case he would quote his authority; great commercial and m'aritime Power. He trusted, how-
if it were not, then it would remain at least a strong circum- ever, such being the provocations on our part, and such the
stantial contradiction to tbat part of the address. The fact unparalleled baseness on theirs, tbat the spirit of the British
was, that a gentleman, on whose veracity he could depend, nation would be roused, so as to take the necessary meas-
assured him, that he had been at Havre-de-Grace some ures for their ~ffectual chastisement. He .could not, he said,
short time since, where he saw a vesselpublickly loading agree with the amendmentproposedby the nobleMarquis,
with fire-arms and other military stores for the tlse of the for many cogent reasons; but for none more than that it
Provincials. If, in the language of the speecb, the Americans brought matters forward which, at least for the present,
were to be esteemed Rebels, and if rebels in arms were to be formed no part of tbe question. If Ministers had neglected
looked upan as open enemies, the fact now alluded to was their duty; if they suffered themsel ves to be deceived; if
an irrefragable proof, that France was in tbe first stage of they misled Parliament; those might be all proper objects
.open enmity with GreQt Britain. of inquiry at a suitable and convenient season. That was

His Grace then contradicted the substantial information of not the subject of the present Address. The only mailer
the speech on another ground. He said, tbat it was now no now under discussion, or worthy of debate, was, What is
secret, that a fleet had lately sailed from Cadiz, with a con- the present state and condition of our Colonies? What are
siderable body of land forces on board. This armament the resolution and final determination of our subjects in
must be destined to carryon hostilities against us in some America? Have not tbey declared themselves an inde-
part of the western world, or for South America, or to be pendent Sta~e? Are not they in arms in support of that
employed against tbe Portuguese. Supposing the fanner not independency? Have not they pulled off tbe mask, and
to be the case, no doubt could be entertained of the latter, avowed themselves open enemies? Tbe question of taxation
which cameexactlyto tbe samepoint; because,ifPortugal alludedto by the nobleMarquisis now totalJy lost, 01'buried
were attacked, Britain must consequently be involved in a in an obstinate and loud appeal to arms. They no longer
war, unless we broke our engagements witQ Portugal, and think it necessary to conceal their real sentiments; they
sacrificed our dearest interests to the blind rage of making have put us to defiance, and th(\ event must inevitably be
a conquest of oUl' fellow-subjects in America. We were the full assertion of our legislative authority over them, or
bound by treaty, he insisted, to support and defendPor- submittingto foreverrelinquisbit. Shouldthe latter be the
tugal; oUl'interests, as well as our solemn engagements, case, then farewell to the importance of tbis country. The
compelled us to it. The difference was therefore very little, state of Europe, be observed, had undergone an almost total
whetber France or Spain broke with us openly, or in this change since the first establishment of those Colonies. Sev-
roundabout,indirect manner, the consequenceswouldbe the eral considerableacquisitionsof tenitory had been made by
same: we should in ~h!3endfind ourselves engaged in a war the great States, who may be supposed to be the rivals
with the united force of the House of Bourbon. Portugal of our power and greatness. The wea1th and additional
had already given us the highestinstancein their powerof strength which we have hitberto derived fi'Omour Colonies
tbeir friendship; they had forbid tbe Provincials fi'omenter- have enabled us to retain our consequence and superiority
ing their ports. Had France or Spain done so? The con- in the grand European system.Wbat, then, would be the
trary was notorious. If, tben, taking the question in eitber probable effect, merely on consideration oLseJf-preservation,
light, as an attack of Spain on our ally, or the open encour- but that, stripped of so ample a support, we sbould dwindle
agement given to our subjects now in arms against us, he so as, in tbe first instance, to lose our importance in that
wished to know from Administration what requisitions bad system, and, in the end, to become a Province of the first
been made on our part, to bring the Courts of Versailles and ambitions Power who might think proper to attack us? For
JUadrid to an explanatiQn on tbose very important points; instance: France, our natural rival and enemy, is a vast,
what was the effectof those requisitions; and what we had extensive, opulent country, fun of inhabitants, fertile in soill
now finalJy,at so critical a period, to depend on? His rich in native produce,and renderedmoreso by the industry
Grace concluded by observing tbat no reliance was to be of its people; it is compact in itself; its strength is easily
had at any time on the paGifickassurances of those courts, collecter!; bow, then, can it be expectedthat Grf,atBritain
much less when tbeir conduct contradicted them; tbat there- and Ireland, inferiour in every respect, and divided and
fore a tame acquiescence in whatever measures they might broken by seas, could withstand so formidable a Power, if
think proper to adopt, or an immediate war with tbose those sources of wealth and strength derived frolll our Col-
Powers, was inevitable, which, considering the present dis- onies were to be cut off, which must be the case should we
tracted and almost exhausted state of, tbis country, threat- tamely permit America to remain independent.
ened no less than its total ruin. He bad foreseen this from This, his Lordship presumed, was the true point on which
the beginning; he had often foretold it. He was in future tbe deliberations of this day would turn. It fairly included
detennined tQ lament it in silence, as all fmther efforts, he this short question: Whether, by fQregoing our superiority
perceived, would be in vain; however, as the last attempt, over America, we were at tbe same time wiJIin<rto take
he very readily joined in the amendment moved by hisnoble such a resolution, with all the consequences now described,
friend [the Marquis of Rockingham.] Tbe speech was no which he contended must follow? He said, besides tbis
more than ~ recommendation of the same ruinous system of grand, this leading inducement to a vigorot;lsexertion of our
measures, which bad brought us into our present perilotls and whole strength, tbere were many collateral circumstance~
trelJ1end~ussituation. If. the amendl.nent was agr~ed to, it which gave bim hopes that the general impressions of de-
would gIve the House tune to consldel' and dense s()me spondency attempted to be made by tbe noble Marquis and
means of averting the innumerable dangers with which we the noble Duke who spoke last, were ill-founded,and were
were now surrounded; the first salutary and effectual step neither supportedby fact or probability. He said, the de-
to which wouJd, in his opinion, be tbe appointing a com- luded peopJe of America had been inflamed, misled, and
mittee to inquire into the state of the nation, in order to hurried on by their leaders; that the late success of his
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Majesty's forces on Long-Islrmd, and the events which
might reasonably be expected in consequence of that suc-
cess, gave the most rational ground to expect tbat his
Majesty's subjects in Amr;rica would recollect themselves,
and return to their duty; and such of them as all along

. retained their loyalty, be emancipated from the cruel oppres-
sions they had sustained for their attachment to the mother
country; whicb would create such an additional strength as
not only to rescue. tbe Province of New- York from under
the dominion of its merciless oppressors, but likewise to es-
tablish a civil Government in that Province, and from thence
extend, by its influence and example, the blessings of peace,
law, and liberty, to its several neighbouring Colonies; wbich
would, in time, he hoped, by that means be communicated
to the whole Continent. He said he felt as strongly as
anv Lord in the Hoose for the miseries of war; he always
th~ught it should be the last resource; yet while he lamented
its ravages, it was a consolation to him that its temporal'y
effects might be productive of a restoration of Government;
since nothing else was capable of bringing back the people
to their duty: one part, he trusted, would return fi'om mo-
tives of loyalty and inclination; the otber from finding they
had no protection but what might be derived from a resto-
ration of peace, and a submission to the constitutional su-
premacy of the parent State. He was every way satisfied
that this would be tlle event of the ensuing campaign, if
determined on with unanimity here, and carried on with
vigour tbere. He did not, however, according to the lan-
guage of the amendment, expect, much Jess wish, that the
people of America should yield to an abject or servi]esub-
mission. It was not, he dared to say, the wish of Admin-
istration, nor of any noble Lord in that House. It was,
however, now become indispensably necessary to the inter-
ests, nay, to the very existence of the British empire, that
the supremacy of tbis Legislature sbou]d be maintained and
:lssertedin its full extent.

.
Wben that point was once [u1ly

established, he doubted not but the people of Arnerica would
receive every satisfactionand security for every just griev-
ance they may have felt, and every right they may be
entitled to enjoy as Brl:tish subjects. Fully convinced of
tbe justice of tbe cause, and of the propriety of the measures
recommended in the speech, he must, he. said, differ from
the amendment proposed, and give an affirmative to the
address now moved.

The Ead of DERBYspoke warmly in favour of the
speech, and against America, whicb, be said, had entered
into the most horrid and unprovoked rebe1lion ever known
in tbe annals of this or any other country. He insisted that
they had an equitable as we1las a legal right to contribute
towards the national burden incurred during tbe late war on
their account: first, on the .constitutional right tbe parent
State bad to regulate, cantroul, and give law to a1l its de-
pendencies, which inherent right especia1ly included the
power of taxation; secondly, because one-half the publick

. debt was incurred in defending and protecting them. He
complimented such of his noble auditory as always looked
upon the disobedience and resistance made to the laws
enacted in support of the exercise of our constitutional
superiority over America, as a strong indication, if not a
substantial avowal, of their intended independency. He
observed, that such being the fact, now no longer to be
controverted, he was astonished that any noble Lord, who
declared himself a friend to Britain, could possibly hesitate
about agreeing with the address, as the measures it was
meant to sanctify were the only means to save tbe British
empire from certain ruin and destruction. His Lordship
lamented the factious spirit, both here and in America,
which bad been the cause Qf the present melancholy state
of publick affairs; and boped, as the only means of reparation
left, that tbose who had unhappily fomented the present
disturbances, that those who had, by the strongest reiterated
assurances, pledged themselves to the nation that America
only wished for a constitutional dependency, not to deny or
throw off the supreme legislative power of the Parliament of
Great Britain, would now candidly confess their errour, and
prove themselves only mistaken, not intentionally wrong.

The Earl of RADNORmade several observations on the
sentiments delivered by the last noble Lord but one, [Lord
Cardiff.] He said that he could not agree with the pro-
posed address or amendment, neitber of them coming up
to his ideas. The noble Lord [Lord Cardiff] asserted that

the people of America were tainted with principles of re-
publicanism in general, and had always showed a spirit of
disobedience. He denied that either of those assertions
were strictly just. The charge of republicanism was never
even attempted to be made against any but the Nortbern
ColQnies, and there, he believed, with great injustice. And
tbe charge of disobedience was still worse founded; for he
believed, if the history of the Colonies was impartially con-
sidered and fairly decided on, from their first establishment,
it would be found that no subjects had ever exhibited stronger
proof.~of duty, attachment, obedience, and affection for the
parent State. If, indeed, the same spirit which compelled
the first seulers to fly li'om the ecclesiastica] and civil per-
secution and oppression of a tyrant was a spirit of repub-
licanism, he trusted that spirit would never 'be extinct,either
there or here; forIf it should, then despotism would triumph,
and nothing would be left for the Prince on the throne but
to possess himself of the liberties of the people thus deserted
and surrendered. He repeated Ilis disapprobation of the
address and amendment, and said he should not vote for
either.

The Duke of RICHMONDarraigned the conduct of Admin-
istmtlon in relation to the affairsof America; and described
what he called the tremendous and awful situatiolJ this great
empire was reduced to, the whole of which he attributed to
a want of wisdom in Ministers, as well as a want of virtue
in Parliament. His Grace mentioned the several measures
adopted by the King's servants against that country, and
reminded their Lordships, that the consequences from the
beginning to the very close of the last session, were exactly,
nay, almost literally foretold by those who disapproved of
them; that there was something very remarkable, howeve..,
in this combination of cause and effect; for while Opposition
predicted the probable operation those coercive laws would
produce, they did not neglect to remind Ministers, that tbey
supposed tbose laws were expressly enacted for that purpose;
if so, though such a conduct might well serve to impeach the
justice of the measures, it proved in some degree, tbat tbey
were not so much the effect of ignorance as design. America
had the alternative to submit, or to abide the event of resist-
ance; the several oppressive laws spoke that language; and
as America refused to accede to terms of unconditional $ub-
mission, she was of course compelled to dechue herself in-
dependent. In that point of view, Ministers had been suc-
cessful, and gained what they secretly wished for, though
they did not dare to openly avow it; they put all on the
issue of a trial of strength between the parties, in which
struggle they Aatter themselves they shall prevail. Such,
certainly, was the express intention of the Capture Act;
nothing less could be expected: this law was passed in order
to put the Colonies to the test; it was meant to produce
submission or independency i the former, in tbat stage of
controversy, was not expected; independency was looked
for; and Ministers, in one instance at least, were not disap-
pointed. To prove the truth of what he now asserted, he
gave a short history of the Capture Act; he showed, that
the King's speech, On the opening of the preceding session,
promised that Commissioners should be sent out to treat with
the Americans; that when this promise came to be fulfilled
by Ministers, the farce was still kept up in the Captur'e Act,
though nothing more tban a bare power to receive submis-
sions, and grant pardons, was expressed: yet trifling, absurd,
and insidious, as tbis must appear, Ministers were resolved,
that no good consequence should arise, for though tbe Royal
word was pledged in October, and the law was passed the
next month, no attempt was rnade to fulfill it on the part of
Administration for fpll se\'en months after. This brought
strongly into his mind a passage in a modern writer [Mr.
Gibbon] who has written on the causes ofthedecline of the
Roman Empire; whf:'re,speaking of the Christians, and the
persecutions they suffered under some of the Roman Em-
perors, he says, H they were thus driven fi'om the protection
of the ]aw." His Grace commented very pointedly on that
passage in tbe King's speech, which says, H that his desire
is to restore to them [the people of America] the blessings
of law and liberty, equally enjoyed by every British sub-
je~t." Tbis, he silid, was a palpable fallac>'; and could be
only introduced into the speech by the Minister, in order to
mislead tbe people of this country, and to incense them
against their fellow-subjects in America; and he expressed
his astonishment at the temerity of those wbo thus dared to
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put such a sentence in the mouth of their Sovereign. It was
absurd to the last degree; it was known to be directly
repugnant to the express constitutional system of govern-
ment established in this country, to that power of commer-
cial control lodged in the seat of empire; and that great
commercial law, the act of navigation, which withheld seve-
ral great advantages from our dependencies in Ireland and
America; consequently,it wasa vile imposition to suppose,
that either the Sovereign could or would restore to America
the blessingsof law and liberty, equally enjoyed uy every
British subject, because such a promised enjoyment was no
le3s false in contemplation than it was totally impracticable
in the execution. His Grace next lamented the extreme
degeneracy of Government; he boldly affirmed, that it was
car6ed on solely through the means of bribery and corrup-
tion; that all test of pub]ick conduct was laid aside, which
depended upon freedom of thought, or freedom of acting.
The indiscriminate support Ministers received, to whatever
measures they thought proper to propose, though ever so
ruirtousand destructive, furnished daily proofs of it; and
what, fj'om a total disregard which prevailed among publick
men, to the interests of the nation, and the innumerable
modes of corruption, long established, with the new ones
daily devised and discovered, he was in his conscience satis-
fied, that nothing but the personal virtue of the Sovereign
prevented this country from a total loss of liberty. Like
Sweden, it was ripe for the event; and he begged leave
once more to give the most solemn testimony, to declare
from the bottom of his heart, that nothing but the virtue of
the Sovereign on the throne prevented this country from
being at present under the dominion of arbitrary power.

His Grace, after testifying his high esteem for the Gene-
ra]s Howe and Carleton, with both of whom he had served,
men equally deserving in their private characters, asof high
merit in their respective professions, lamented the fatal
effects of the war, with the conduct of which they are
entrusted. From their knawn temper and disposition he
j;hould have conceived. the most favourable hopes, if iheir
hands had not been fettered by Ministers, nay, indeed,if
they had not been actually prevented from taking any mea-
sures but such as the laws of war prescribed. This was
a melancholy consideration, when we reflected, that every
life lost on either side was a diminution of that strength
which ought to be preserved, and which should be onlyem-
ployed against our natural and foreign enemies. This led
his Grace to that part of the speech, which says, HI still
hope that all misunderstandings may be removed, and
Europe continue to enjoy the blessingsof peace; I think it
nevel'lhe1ess necessary, that we should be in a respectable
state of defence at home." This, he said, however artfully
and p]ausibly disguised, with a view of answering a double
purpose of holding out peace at the present, and preparing
us for another interpretation, should the event make it neces-
sary, was a most alarming piece of information. If any
explanation was wanting, the press-warrants lutely issued
would serve as the best comment; they justified our appre-
hensions; they confirmed our fears, and the more so, when
we recollected, that the greatest part of our only sure bul-
wark and national defence, our Navy, was on the other side
of the Atlantick. He observed, that Ministers had been
silent throu~h inattention, or not being able to stano, on this
very critical and trying occasion, the test of inquiry. It
was no secret, he said, that France and Spain had been
some time arming; that the disputes between Spain and
Portugal were notorious, and the publick declarations of a
Minister, in high favaur at Court, and influence in the Cab-
inet, relative to the intended conduct of this country, should
a rupture be the consequence of those disputes, made this
disagreementa matter of very serious consideration,par.
ticu]arly as the passagein the speech,which alludesto that
important affair, says only, "I hope, &c., that aU misun-
derstandings may be remov~d." On the other hand, if the
repeated accounts be true, that an open commerce is carried
on between France and our Colonies; if the latter, in return
for their native commodities, are supplied with milital'Y
stores, will not this, if not discontinued on their part, be
looked Up011 asan avowal of the cause of America? So
that in either event, whether Portugal is attacked, or the
Colonists are openly assisted and supported by France, a
rupture with the united force of the House of Bourbon seems
inevitable. From these important facts, and obvious deduc-

tions, his Grace took occasion to expatiate on the dangerous
predicament this country now stood in, a probab1e rupture

with France and Spain, a civil war with our Colonies, our
only national defence at the mercy this instant of our natu-
ral enemies, an accumulating debt, divided councils, and a
distractedpeopleon the verge of political despair. In such
a dire and calamitous situation, he recommended a recon-
ciliation with our Colonists upon any terms. He thought it
would be much better to have them as fj'iendsthan enemies,
thOl1"hwe should be under the necessity of acknowledging
themOas so many independent States. He concluded his
speech with protesting, that he did not believe that any
measures that could now be adopted, would ever reconcile
the people of America to our Government; the attempt, in
his opinion, was impracticable. Though a change of Admin-
istration, and a change of measures in consequence thereof,
should take place, he had nO expectation that for his'part
eithel', or both, would produce any good consequence. A
noble Lord, early in the debate, [Lord Cardiff,] had sup-
posed, {hat this country would not support its rank, as a great
European Power, without the Colonies: his Grace strongly
doubted the truth of this reasoning, Britain had cut as
conspicuous a:figure, as she has done since, in the time of
the Protectorate, before the Colonies were any addition to
the strength or opulence of this country. Be that as it may,
if the task of conquest was impracticable, as he believed it
was, it would be better to retain our natiye strength than
waste it to no purpose. In such a train of impending evils,
as surrounded us on every side, he could only venlUre to
pronounce one certain truth, that he was satisfied the coun-
try was ruined, he feared the nation was undone.

The Earl of SANDWICH said, the speech recommended
measures so wisely framed, and so peculiarly well suited to
the present situation of affairs, that he should not hr,tve
troubled their Lordships, had not the nobleDuke,whospoke
last, alluded to some matters which, as connected with the
office at which he had the honour to preside, he looked
upon himself particular]y called upon to explain. The
noble Duke asserted, that the greatest part of our force was
on the other side of the Atlantick, and that we were left
defenceless at home. The first of these assertions was not
founded in fact; for out of twenty-eight thousand seamen,
with one of the most formidable Beets this country ever
beheld, fjfteen thousand, including the marines who were
doing duty on shore, as we]) as On board the ships-oC-war,
and two line-of.battle-ships, were only on the other side of
the Atlantick: and as to the other assertion, that we were
left in a defenceless state at home, it was equally ill-founded;
for we had a naval forceat this instant n~adyfor sea,allow-
ing that the Courts of Versailles and Madrid had any hQs-
tile intentions towards us, whi~b he was pel.suaded they had
not, fully sufficient for our defence and protection. We
had the most ample and unreserved assurances from those
courts, of their pacifick and friendly dispositions. If they
shou]d turn out otherwise, we are' prepared for the worst.
He said, he looked upon it to be his duty, as an official man,
to take care, that the Navy, which was our only national
defence, should be in the best condition in his power. He
was happy to inform their Lordships, that it was so, and he
was determined that this kingdom should be prepared for
any event that might happen, He should !Jot follow the
amendment made by the noble Marquis, it took in so many
different matters, little relative to the present subject of
debate; but while it recommended a retrospective inquiry
into the conduct of others, he could not, now he was up,
help declaring,that the true canseof this civil war weare
engaged in, was the bad polic)'. of those, who, by their
advice, power, influence, and official situations, laid a found-
ation for it, by tbe repeal of the Stamp Act. He had often
said so, and would avow it with his last breath. As a friend
to his country, he must dissent from the extraordinary
pl'Oposition made by the noble Duke who spoke last,
"I'ecommending a reconciliation with America upon any
terms, even upon groundsof admittingtheir independency."
As an Englishman, and a friend to his conntry, he could
not endure the thought; he would never consent to sub-
scribe to a doctrine so derogatory to the honoul"so disgrace-
ful to the character, and so destructive to the interests of
this country. He would risk every thing sooner than accede
to it; he would hazard every drop of blood, and the last
shilling of the national treasure, sooner than Britain should
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be set at defiance, bullied, and dictated to by her ungrateful
and undutiful children, her disobedient and rebellious sub-
jects. He alluded to a passage in the last-mentioned noble
Duke's speech, in which he protested, tbat he did not
believe either a change of men or measures, in consequence
of it, would effect a reconciliation, so as to bring AIIHi1-ica
back to her former disposition. He believed his Grace, for
he was certain that the resentments of America were not
directed against any particular set of men; he was con-
vinced that they despised their supposed friends, as well as
their pretended enemies; and that their intentions were
uniformly from the beginningio render thems~lves inde-
pendent of the parent State.

The Duke of RICHMOND,mistaking his Lordship's words,
desired that he might be permitted to explain himself. He
supposed that the last nobJe Lord imputed to him the
following words: "Though there should be a change of
men, there will be no change of measures." He therefore
becnred to be understood, that he neither meant, nor made
us;~f any such expression. He thought it necessary, for
he was certain, if there was a change of men, there would
be a cbange of measures. For his part, he did not wish to
take any official part in any such change, for the reason
before assignedj because he was morallycertain that all
attempts to recover America would be in vain; the mo-
ment was passed, that country was now irretrievably lost.

The Earl of SANDWICHappealed to their 'Lordships'
recollection, if the noble Duke had not totally misstated his
words and misconceived his meaning, and wished to be set
riuht, whether he had done more than repeat the words in
the manner now explained by his Grace, as an argument to
prove, that nothing now remained but to exert the force
of this country to the fullest extent, in reducing America to
a proper state of legal and constitutional dependence.

The Duke of GRAFTONprefaced his particular sentiments
of the measures chalked out in the speech, in the strongest
disapprobation of tbe conduct of Administration from the
beginning. He. pledged himself to the House, and to the
publick, that whIle he had a leg to stand on, he would come
down, day after day, to express the most marked abhorrence
of the measures hitherto pursued, and meant to be adhered
to, in respect to America. He condemned, in terms equally
explicit and unreserved, the measures whicb bad compeHed
America- to declare herself independent, though he was
sorry for it, and thought she acted extremely wrong in
so doing. He said, Ministers had not only effected this part
of their scheme, by a set of the most cruel, oppressive,
destructive, and impo]itick laws, that were ever devised by a
deliberate assembly, but they had likewise brought them-
selves into a situation which had been often predicted by
those on this side of the House i he intended by this expres-
sion, he said, no particular distinction of party; be meant
only the noble Lords with whom he voted in the course of
the last session On American affairs. Those predictions
l\'linistersaffected to disbelieve; though the experienceof
that day, tbe very speech delivered from the throne, proved
this truth; and when other circumstances came to be re-
vealed, their veracity could not be questioned, they were
beYOl~dthe reach of doubt, much less of naked contradic-
tion. He was justified, from an authority which could not
be disputed, to aver, that four ships of the line, with a con-
siderab]e number of land forces on board, had lately sailed

_ from Cadiz; that anotherfleetof seven men of war of the
line, with a body of at least ten thousand land forces, were
preparing to follow them; that the French had been for
some months busily employed in making very formidable
naval preparations; the consequence of which was, that a
strong squadron of men-of-war were now lying at Brest,
complete]y fitted and manned, waiting only for orders to
proceed to the place of its intended destination. His Grace
attributed our present alarming situation to a want of proper
information: it was, he contended, the great cause of aU
our misfortunes. Parliament was led blindfoJded; tbey
assented to every thing Ministers proposed; they reposed
an unlimited confidence in their assurances; and though,
perhaps, from the same spirit of obstinacy and infatuation,
they should wi]fully continue to persist in errour, they must
acknowledge that they were grossly, and, he believed wil-
fu\1y deceived. He reminded Ministers, how often, and
with what confidence, the last year, when the possible, if
~ot probable, interference of foreign Powers was suggested,

as a strong ground of expediency for us to relax in our
claims on America, and to adopt conciliatory measures,
they pledged themselves to Parliament that no impediment
or ohstruction was to be dreaded from that quarter; that our
Court daily receivedthe most full and satisfactoryassur-
ances, assurances that might be safely relied on, of the
pacifick disposition of both France and Spain; yet all of a
sudden press-warrants are issued, while, if the speech may
be depended on, such a precaution is unnecessary. Two
days before the meeting of Parliament, the substance of the
speech is flatly contradicted, the assurances are no longer to
be relied on; tbe noble Lord who presides at the Admiralty
tells you tbat it became necessary to prepare for the worst.
Does his Lordship mean to amuse us, by teHing us that our
present armament was only meant to put us in a state of
defence, confessing by that assertion, at the same time, that,
before the steps now taken, the nation was not in a proper
state of defence, contrary to the repeated assurances that
his Lordship had given to this House that it was?

The Ear] of SANDWICH(to eXplain) insisted that he never
meant to say that the nation was not in a state of defence
previous to the preparations now going on, for he was certilin
that we were all along prepared; what he meant to say was,
that as a dispute subsisted between Spain and Portugal,
which might call for our interference, as well as mediation, if
pushed to extremities, he thought it his duty to prepare for
the worst, in order to give our mediation the proper effect.

The Duke of GRAFTONreplied to this explanation by
observing, that although every thing asserted by the noble
Lord had been litera1ly true, he begged leave to differ from
him in thinking that our home defence could be looked
upon as complete, while we solely depended on our Navy.
Adverse winds and a thousand accidents fleets were liable
to, pointed out the necessity of auxiliary assistance, such as
a strong military force, should an enemy by chance, or any
otber means, effect a landing. A strong instance of the
truth of this observation had, he begged leave to remind
their Lordships, happened during the late war, when Sir
Edward Hawke was wind-bound in Torbay, so as not to
be able to prevent Conjlans from invading some part of
these kingdoms, though he was apprised of his intention.
At the critical instant Providence interposed, and the wind
suddenly changing, Sir Edward was enabled to proceed to
sea, and meet the enemy at the very moment they had
cleated the land, by which fortunate circumstance he was
enabled to engage them, and defeating tbem, preven~ed an
invasion which might have been pl'Oductive of the worst
consequences. His Grace concluded therefore, in answer
to the noble Earl's general. argument in support of the
measures of Administration, allowing every one of his Lord-
ship's assertions to be founded in fact, and to carry with
them the effect they were wished to produce, that a power-
ful nava] force was not sufficient alone for home defence;
that the silence of the other members of the Cabinet had
the most unfavourable appearance; and as the noble Lord
seemed to trust so much to the respectable state of the Navy
previous to the press, he would be glad to have a specifick
answer to this question: Was tbe naval forcea fewsdays
since a sufficient defence against that now fitting out ami
ready to sail from Brest? Because, if it was not, then Par-
liament had been designedly misled, tbe nation had been
grossly and criminally deceived, Ministers had trusted the
safety of the kingdom to an inferiour force, and had by so
doing given Parliament offieia] information that was not to
be relied on. Such, then, being the state of publick affairs
respecting both America and the unfavourable dispositions,
if not tbe direct hostile intentions, of foreign Powers, tho
love he bore his country, his respect for his sovereign, his
duty as a member of that House, forbid him to approve of
an address so big with mischief, and so. much calculated to
lull tbe nation into a fatal security, while its dearest inter-
ests, its very existence, were on the eve of being ultimately
decided upon. On tbe contrary, he would most earnestly
recommend, at this alarming crisis, to suspend all further
proceedings, in order that tbe House might resolve Itself
into a Committee, to inquire into the state of the nation, to
leam the .true causes which have occasioned therevo]t of
our Amerit;an subjects, to discover their autbors, and to
devise the best measures for rescuing tbe nation from the
innumerable perils with which it i-sat this present instant
surrounded.
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The Earl of SANDWICHsaid, he could give a direct
answer to the question now proposed; he could assure the
House from his own certain knowledge, that before any late
preparation was made on our part, we had a naval force suf-
ficient to cope with any now at Brest, fitting out there, or
preparing to depart. The armament a\]uded to was but a
small one, consisting only of six ships of the line; but if it
had been greater, we were sufficiently prepared. In answer
to.something suggested by the Duke of Grafton, relative 10
the real motives of the armament, whether it was or was
n'ot occasioned by the disputes subsisting between Spain
and Portugal, he said it was not; but as France had
thought proper to augment her Navy, he thought it his
duty to agree with his brethren in office, not entirelr to
trust to assurances. Assurances were on some occaSJons.. .

to be firmly relied on, when they were accompanied with
appearances that bore a fu\] and unequivQcal testimony of
their truth; when they were not, they became an object of
serious attention, and called fOl'suitable meaSUl'es from those
whose business it was to watch them. As to the expense
objected to by the noble Duke, however prudent it might
be to attend to it in some situ!ltions, in others it became an
object of no con~ern. Af\ early and timely preparation on
our part would have the effect of substantial economy; it
would probably be the last expense; for, by incurring it in
time, it might, perhaps, prevent a much greater.

The Duke of RICHMONDagain rose;
c

he begged to. state
the question on a larger ground than it was propounded by
the noble Duke who spoke last but one. He observed,
that the noble Lord WI19undertook the defence of Admin-
istration, had confessed that the French were fitting out a
fleet at Brest; that in consequence of that arrl)ament, not
on accOl)nt. of the dispute between Spain and Portugal, his
Lordship, with the rest of the Cabinet Ministers, had ad-
vised his ~lajesty to make the present proposed naval aug-
mentation. He should, therefore, be glad to know, if the
preparations in the ports of France were of a long standing,
or whether they carne on1y to the knowledge of Adminis-
tration within a few days; and if they were of a long stand-
ing, how came Administration to defer taking the necessary
measures earlier? He aga.in reprehended Ministers very
severely on this silence, which if longer persisted in, he
should impute to the most unbecoming and criminal con-
tempt, or to their inability of giving a satisfactory answer.

Lord Viscount WEYMOUTH said, the absence of two
Cabinet Ministers [Lords Gower and Suffolk] was the

,occasion of that silence on the part of Administration which
had been improperly imputed to a reluctance or inability to
give satisfaction to the House. He defended the speech
from the several objections made to it; and said, he partic-
ularly rose to explain a matter which bad been unwarrant-
ably pressed on the noble Earl wbo spoke 1aston the same
side. The noble Duke who spoke before him proposed
the followinn- dilemma: Either Administration knew of the
armament fifting out at Brest, or they did not; if they did,
and failed so much in their duty as not to take the necessary
steps to meet and counteract, then we were blamable; if
they did not, they were stilL more censurable for neglecting
so indispensable a part of their duty. Now, in his opinion,
without admitting either conclusion, the matter might be
cleared up, and Ministers, instead of incurring any just cen-
sure, would be found to have acted perfectly consistent and
judiciously; for they knew that the preparations were going
on; and they resolved to keep pace with them. In answer,
therefore, to the charge, why did you not arm earlier? it is
enough to say, that notice was received of the armaments
going on in France; that Administration availed themselves
of that information; that the ships intended for service were
fitted for sea; and that when the moment arrived in which
it was prudent for this country to make her real intentions
known, orders were given for a press, the ships were ready
to receive the men, and as soon as the number of seamen
necessary to proceed to sea are procured, it is only to ship
them, and the business wiII be completed. He congratu-
lated the nation on the address, and the expedition with
which the whole was executed; and was glad to find, though
nothing of the kind was intended, that the secrecy with
whjch the whole was conducted should make the transac-

-- - ---

.

tion pass unobserved in general, and should have, in par-
ticular, escaped the eagle and observant eyes of the noble
Lords on the other side of tbe House, who, by their total

ignorance of the precautions and preparations his Majesty's
servants had wisely been making, showed their vigilance and
activity, while it demonstrated the prudence that accom-
panied that vigilance which could effect its purposes without
creating an alarm either at home or abroad. It was no
secret to great numbers, that the nation was not only pre-
pared, but earlier prepared than was expected by those who
might think they would have an interest and advantage in
being beforehand with us, and thereby taking us by sur-,

-prlse.
The Duke of RICHMONDreturned to the question put to

the first Lord of the Admiralty by the noble Duke in the
blue ribbon, [the Duke of Grafton.] He said, his Lord-
ship had artfully evaded giving a direct answer to the
question proposed to him. He had answered, that the
naval force of this country, before the press-warrants were
issued, was superiol1r to the armame.nt then fitting out at
Brest. He begged leave to put the question upon a more
general ground. Is the naval force of Britain, now ready
to proceed to sea, sufficient for home defence, and for the
necessary defence of the empire, supposing that France and
Spain should break with us~either by abetting America, or
in case of an attack upon Portugal? This, his Grace said,
was a question that could not be evaded or answered in the
affirmative, without a professed design to mislead the House
and impose on the nation.

The Earl of SANDWICHanswered, that 0\1f fleet was in
prime condition; that the complements of our ships were
nearly made up; and, that we could fit out a fleet at a short
notice nearly equal to all the Powers of Europe.

The Lord WYCOMBE[Earl of Shelburne] said he was
astonished that the House could continue to submit coolly
to the contempt with which Administration had treated it,
both in the speech, and the manner in which the speech
was defended in the course of the evening. The speech,
he said, was a piece of metaphysical refinement, framed
with a purposed design to impose; the defence made to
continue the imposition, was nothing more than a string of
sophisms, no less wretched in theil' texture, than insolent in
their tenour. He said, he was no great metaphysician, but
still be knew enough of the science of metaphysics to see
and detect the manifest falsehoods, clothed in tbe semblance
of truth, particularly when the garment was so thin, or the
disguise so gross and ill-suited, that further confidence wou]d
be madness, andremllining in errour would be the effect of
the most senseless stupidity.

Such being the contents of tbe speech, tbe manifest in-
tention of its framers, and the shameful conduct of its defend-
ers, he begged the indulgence oCthe House, while he briefly
delivered his sentiments on those several points. As the first
part of his engagement, he proceeded to consider the speech
paragraph by paragraph. In the execution of this task, he
trusted he should prove, that it was fraught with a mixture
of the most unqualified absurdity, treachery, cruelty, hypoc-
risy, and deceit. The very opening of it was manifestly
fallacious; for how was it possible to expect unlll1imityat
home in support of the prosecution of a war, the original
object of which was professedly to ens]avethree millions of
British born subjects? How could Ministers dare to call
for unanimity from those whom they had so repeatedly in-
sulted, betrayed, and deceived? and the imputation of
unanimity was still more absurd, when it was looked for
from those who had so often predicted, nay litera\Jy foretold
them every circumstance which had happened in the. course
of this cruel and bloody bl)siness to the present instant;
and bad frequently, during the last session of Parliament,
faithfu\Jy described the present awful and alarming state of
this country, both in regard of her subjects in Am/!rica, and
her horne security. His Lordship observed, that the first
paragraph contained many specious falsehoods, as well as
those he had just remarked' on. It charged the Americans
with" rejecting the means of conciliation held out to them
under the authority of mlr commission, withcircurnstances
of indignity and insult." This his Lordship contended was
no less untrue, than plausibly and artfully stated. For the
pretended means of conciliation alluded to, \~'ere held back
So long, the commission not being made out, nor the Com-
missioners se.nttill about the middle of May, that the people
of America, if the Commissioners wer~ armed with powers
sufficient to hold out fair and solid m.eaos of conciliation,
were fully justified in declaring themselves independent)
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from the most obvious motives of self preservation; but
when these pretended means of conciliation held out nothing
but a naked offer of pardon, on the terms of unconditional
submission, the hitherto unparalleled effrontery of Ministers,
who cou]d thus dare to deceive their Sovereign, could now
be only equalled by the political b]indness and tame servility
of those who could submit, or swallow such gross deviations
in point of fact, and misrepresentations in argument and
concllJsion. Every opprobrious charge which could tend to
inflame the people of this country against their fellow-sub-
jects in America was stuffed into the speech, and had been
copied and improved on by the friends of Administration, par-
ticularly two or three of the noble Lords, who spoke early in
the debate. They have been represented daring, desperate,
traitorous, insolent, ungrateful, and rebeJIious. These, he
said, were strong charges, and they required suitable proofs.
For his part, whatever the speech may have decided, or how-
ever eager the supporters of the speech might have been to
improve on the pattern or doctrines therein laid down, he
cQuld never be persuaded to deem people taking up arms in.
defence of their property, their privileges, and unalienable
rights, Rebels; if such doctrines had prevailed at the time of
the Revo\utiQn,their lordships would not then probably be
sitting in that House. If resisting a lawful authority, though
perhaps not a rightful authority, be the eSsenc!Jof treason,
the Whigs at the Revolution were rank R!Jbels, in the sense
the speech used the term. King Jame~ th!J n. was dl!Jir
lawful King! It is true, he !Jndeavoured to trample, and in
$Qmeinstances, did invade their rights; but still, if a resist-
ance ofla wflllautbority constituted an act of treasonin every
possible event, the Whigs in 1688, and the Proviocials \lOW
in arms, may be deemed Rebell:!. It was an opinion he
n~ver could accede to ; he would always continue to think
that both were a constitutional resistance to a power origi-
nally legal, but which, by an unconstitutional e~ercise of it,
J1addegenerated into the most oppressive stages of an I)surped
arbitrary power. He said, while he gave his opinion SQ
e~plicitly on the sufferings of America, he would wish to
beu.ilrlerst09d, that he never meant this country I:!houldre-
linquish its right of comm~rcial controul and regulation over
that j on the contrary, he always thought, that tbat POWel,"
of regulating the trade of the Colonies, was the very essence
of the political connection subsisting between both countries;
that EWenif this regulatory power was defined in its most
fl\ll aRd e~te[lsive seIlse, and acknowledged on the part of
the Colonies, yet something more might be stilI e~q)ected;
the national debt, under which the peopleof this coumry
now groan, is truly and equitably the debt of every individ-
ual ioJbe whol!)empire, whether in Asia, America, or nea.rer
bOrne. But\l.n!iLtlw ..t,(mericanshad full SatisfactionOn the
question of taxation, and ample reparation for the attack on
their charters, till the e~eIusiv!Jright of taxing tbemselves,
and the most solemn security was given them for their colo-
nial privileges, deri\'ed through their respective l!Jgislative
I;\sseml:Jlies,it was in vain to talk of conciliatiQn. It was
possibleextirpationmight followfrom the mea\lS of concili-
ation lleld oUJtQ them, but he was certain, notwithstanding
what may have been held out in the speech, cOtlciliation
nev.er wOlJld, These, he said, were his general sentiments
relative to lbat species of dependency America oWeSof right
to the parent State. It might not meet the approbation of
a great number of persons on the other side of the Atlantick.
That, however, did by no means influence his opinion; it
had be!JOthe Same from the beginning. He did not now
takeitup, because our affairs in that country wore at prese.nt
Ii more favourable aspect than at any time during the last
s\Jssion; for he expressed himself precisely in similar termS,
at thE.!J!rnethat America was flu,sbedwith success, when they
had every foot of Canadain their possession,the town.of
Quebeck excepted. He referred to. the pamphlet written by
Dr. Price, at the end of which a speech was printed in his
name, which he owned was authentiel,.

The second paragraph in the speech was another meta-
physical refinement equally ill supported in factor argument;
if it cOntained any substantial truth, it was, that the same
violent oppressive measures were determined to be pursued;
tha~ We 111lIS.tprepare for another campaign, and that ihe
foreign mercenariesbad execut!Jd,with a bloody alacrity,
the hOlTidpurposes of their paymaster;;, by butchering our
fellow-~ubjects in cold blood. It was a v!Jryproper and
timely eulogium in return tor a faithful discharge of their

duty, and, he presumed, was intended to operate as a
powerful stimulative to perseverance in the same commend.
able line of conduct.

On the third paragraph he likewise commented; and
insisted, that it was fraught with the most gross and noto..
rious falsehoods; no assun\nces of amity were, or could be,
received; and if they were received, and could be depended
on, why arm? why put the nation to so monstrous an eX-
pense? why despatch your press-gangsin every quarter of
the town? why let loose so many bands of )"ufliansto enter
by force into people's dwellings, to drag the unhappy master
of a num.erous familyfrom them, aboard a tender, where
perhaps the first account they hear of him is, that he died of
grief and vexation, or of the. cruel usage and bad treatment
he received before or dqring his passage to, or being aboard
at the Norc. Iiis Lordship, however, was proud to find,
that by the spirited conduct of the Lord IVIayorof London
(1\11'.Sawbridge) a stop had be!Jn put to those horrid out-
rages within the liQ.!itsof his jurisdiction. He had refUl:!ed
to back press-warrants, though it was insinlJated by those
that applied, On his refusal, that the request was merely
complimentary, for that the press would be carried into the
city.H!J said, if any proof were wanting of tbe unpopu-
larity of the present barbarous war, that honest Magistrate's
conduct, as eJl:pressing the sentiments of the inhabitants
of the first.city in. the empire, perhaps in the world, was
the most irrefragable and conclusive. If, upon any other
occa:sion,th!J most distant prospect of a foreign war was
only so much as talked of, the citizens of LondQn would
be the foremost and most GQnspicuous in expressing their
zeal for chastising our foreign enemies; but wh~n it was
known that the present threaten.ed r\lpture is corrected, or
more properly speaking, is a COilsequence of an llDnatur.al
proscriptionof three millions of tbeir felJow-subjects,the
spirit of the nation is bowed down ~nld enJeebled, their
hearts, as well as their Cou!)tan.!\nces,are frozen, and they
even remain in a kind of political stupour, scarcely ~.enturing
to decide in their QWnhearts, wbether a vigorQusresistance
againstour foreignenemiesmay not be the meaDS of ensur-
ing evils, no less to be avoided, than even defeat from the
bands of QUI'natural foes, tbat of forging chains for our
4m~rican brethren,as tIw leading measurein due seasonto
the riveting tbem on ourselves, Ris LQrdship assured
the noble ~arI, [Lord S(lndwil;h,] who supposed tbat he
went over to the Continent ~Qse,E:'kiutEJIJigence, that he was
misinformed orf\1istaken iq ijis. «1pnjectures. It was true
that he did go io Franc~ towards. the laJte.r end of the sum-
mer, but with no suchinteQtionas the :noble. Earl was
pleased to impute. He was in Bl:itanny, and in several
parts of the sea-coast, wh!Jr!Jbe received every mark of
politeness, hospitality,. and kindness, that wa.s in the power
of the inhabitants of the country to bestow; it was, he said,
the native dispositionof the nobility and gentry of France,
to conduct themselvE;'sin that ffi\llJnE;'rt.O$\lr9~I:\llstrangers
Qfrank, or worthy of note. HI) wa~ c~rtjlipJhatthere was
not one of th~ir I-!ordspipspresent, if in his situation,who
wouldnot have had a reception equally kind, fi'iendly,and
respectful. It would ill become him, therefore, if he had
learned any thing, through such a confidential medium, to
disclose it. He trusted he WaSincapable of acting in such
a manner; but whatever wit there might be in the noble
Earl's insinLJ1ltion,there was nothing in it solid, or relative
to the presenUlJbject of debate; for withoutstirring out of
England, without looking for officialinJormation, every body
badrepeatedly heard that Spain and Portugal Were seem-
ingly on the eVe of a rupture/relativeto a disputeofbound-
aries of territory in the Brazilsl which, in its Copsequences,
was likely toinvo\ve Britq.in. in .~.war; tbat Spain and
Franr;chadbeenarming for SOmemonths i that a formidable
fleetis now fining out at Brest; that the French and Spanish
ports were rendered asylums and places of I:!afetyto the
American privateers, both in Europe and the Wi:st-lndics ;
that warlike stores were daily transpOl;ted both in French
and American bQttQms, openly, from almost every port in
France; that the latter Court had, as often as applied to,
positively refused to forbid or prohibit American tradinO'
vessels or ships of war from cnte6ng their ports; aod tha~
to compl!Jte the whole, a person from the Congress, if not
two or three, were nOWiT)a publick.cJ]Jll!H~teratthe Court
of Vers«illes; not perhaps received with tbe formalities of
an Envoy Extraordinary, to agree upon specifick article~,
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but mostcertain]y armed withall the efficient powersof a ing State: when that acknowledgment was obtained, then
person treating on the part of an independent State, on cer- he would recommend the most mi]d and conciliating terms
tain preliminary conditions, leading to engagements of a that could be well imagined. No noble Lorei'in that House
mostconsequentialand importantnature. These being in- wouldgo further,or morecheerfully,in restoringpeaceupon
controvertible facts, daily repeated in the pub]ick papers, and fair, equitab]e, and reasonable terms than he would, if they
known universally to every person who spent a single hour's submitted to the ]egislative power of this country; till that
consideration, or bestowed the least degree of attention on should happen to be the case, none would more zea]ously
the subject, he looked upon himse]f fulJy satisfied in flatly support such measures as might promise to compel them
contradicting the passage alluded to, and solemnly affirming to a constitutional submission to the British Legis]ature.
that we do not continue to receive assurances of amity from Nothing carne more fully up to the ideas he entertained and
the severalCourts of Europe, or that receiving them, it was wished to convey on the great American question, than the
a grossimpositionon Parliament,to even insinuatethat they DeclaratoryAct passed in 1766, on the repeal of the Stamp
were to be relied or depended on. His Lordship turned Act; that asserted the legislative supremacy of this country
with great indignation on the Cabinet Ministers; said, it was in its fullest extent, and he was astonIshed that the framers
vel'y lucky for such of them as were absent; for surely, in of that act could offer to defend America, when the very resist-
the present situation of affairs, they must cut a very awkward ance which produced the present unhappy civil war, was made
figure: but he was astonished how the noble Viscount could expressly in contradiction to the parliamentary rights therein
so forget, as to say, that we had been preparing for some maintained. He spoke much of the ingratitude of America,
months, when the contrary was well known to every clerk the favours we had heaped upon her, and the insupportable
and store-keeper in the several dock-yards; nay, a most burdens we l1ad loaded ourselves with, in rearing, nourishing,
curious circumstance was generally reported, and believed to and protecting her, till at length we haa raised T1e~!o a pitch
be true, which was, that the speech, as first manufac- of strength and opulence, sufficient to trust the decIsIonof her
tured, was obliged to be a1tered two days before its final cause to the event of arms. Such was the state of things;
revision; such being the information Ministers had of the and now we had no alternative but either to sufferAmerica
disposition of foreign courts on the Thursday night or to erect herself into an independent sovereign State, which
Friday morning previous to the issuing the press-warrants. was an opinion, he trusted, wou]d never prevail in that
He reprehended the noble Lord whose province it was to House, or exert ourselves to the utmost stretch of our abil-
procure the necessary information, in very severe terms. ities. He said, the success oLour troops at Long-Island,
He said, when he had the honour of occupying the same and the probable good consequences it may be productive
post, he spared no pains or expense to be fully, timely, and of, would, he hoped, give us such a footing in America, as
minutely informed. He was apprised of every step taken would break the Rebel Confederacy in some measure. If
by France, in relation to the purchase and intended con- New- York is taken, which he had little doubt was the case
quest of Corsica,fromits verycommencement. While that beforenow,a civilGovernmentmightbe reestablishedthere,
matter was in agitation, he kept it continually in his mind, which would afford an asylum to those who were forced into
and often thought of it on his pillow; and though he was a rebellion against their inclination, or had suffered for not
left alone, and deserted by all his colleagues in office, and doing so. It would give an opportunity to the friends of
brethren in Cabinet, he had the conscious p1easure in re- Great Britain to show their attachment to the parent State,
collectingthat he haa donehisduty, and that notbingcould and mightprobably,in the end, formso powerfula balance,
be fairlyimputedto his neglector inattention. as would be sufficient to restore that country to a state of

On the concluding paragraph of the speech, his Lord- obedience and tranquillity, without the sad necessity of
ship was also severe. He said it was a compound of the wading to it through bloodand slaughter.
most glaring hypocrisy and deceit, unless attempting to rob The Earl of SHELBURNEperceiving that the Earl of
the people ofAmerica of their property, by laying taxes Sandwich declined giving any answer relative to what
without their consent or approbation, or stripping them of steps had been taken by Administration towards bringing
their charters, the only legal foundation of their legislative the Court of Versailles to an eclaircissement, on account of
and personal privileges, as a proof" that no people ever the open countenance and secret assista.ncewhich had been
enjoyed more happiness under a milder Government," or given to America in the course of the present civil war,
unless, since the resistance to this mild Govel'1lment, the called once more on his Lordship, and at the satTle time
sending over a11Army of b]ood-thirsty foreign mercenaries insisted he should give the House some information, relative
to cut their throats, as the first step" to restore them the to the state of the Navy, the number of ships we could fit
blessingsof Jaw and liberty, equally enjoyed by every out upon an emergency,a list of thosenowservinginAme-
British subject," be a truism, he cou]d not discover the rica, and the force colJected in the French ports.
most distant semblance of truth throughout the whole sen- The Earl of SANDWICHsaid, he did not think himself
tence. His Lordship concluded with calling on the Cab- permitted to give the explanation required: such an exp]a-
inet Ministers present, to declare whether they had applied nation would not be prudent at this time. If the intentions
to the Court of Versailles on any of the ]eading points now of France were hostile, it might not be proper, though he
mentioned; whether they were disavowed, mitigated, or ex- believed they were not. At all events he thought such an
plained by that Court; whether,on the other hand, they eclaircissement\Vouldbe highly improper respecting our
were openly avowed,or replied to in such a manneras to homedefence. As for the force servinginAmerica, it con-
give us to understanl:! tbat they would, when their arma- sisted of two ships-of-the-]ine, ten fifties, and seventy-one
ments were rendered more forward. These, his Lordship frigates and armed vessels, amounting in the who]e to.eighty-
insisted, were matters that called for so many explicit an- three ships and vessels of war, and fifteen thousand seamen.
swers: that until exp]anations were had on Ihem substan- The Earl of SHELBURNEsaid, he did not make the requi-
tiaIJy,or in detail, it was impossiblethat their Lordships sition now evaded, by way of a personal app]ication. He
could, with safety, proceed, much less vote the present ad- knew his Lordship too well, and had too thorough a know-
dress, which might, or might not be true, taking the matter ledge of him, to trouble him on any subject on which he
in the most favourable light. In fine, it was absurd, it was should be obliged to depend on his word. He called upon
an insult on common sense, to talk of " assurances of amity him in his official character, and expected to be answered.
from foreil:,rrJPowers," whi]e some of those Powers were, at The Earl of SANDWIGHsaid, he could not satisfy his
least hitherto, known to secretly abet, and, in some in- Lordship; that the question Was of too delicate a nature to
stances, openly countenance, nourish, and support, our admit of an explanation; that nothing was said in that
subjects now resisting our aUthority in America. House that did not get out; that let our force be what it

The Lord OSBORNE said he was f.1r from approvioO" the might, we should, from motives of policy, forbear to disclose
conduct of Administration; he was satisfied that they j~stly it, particularly when foreign Powers were arming, and
incurred censure in several parts of it; yet he could by no known to be in some degree of forwardness; that if we had
means agree with the amendment, as it held out in vestiga- any enemies, they would be soon made acquainted with our
tion and inquil'Y at the instant that the fullest exertion of the situation. It might be supposed, that people would not be
Naval and J\IiIitary strength of Great Britain was called wanting, nay, if all other means were denied, the very door-
for, as weJI for our own protection, as to bring back our keepers might, and must have it in their power to disclose
subjects in America into a constitutional acknowledl1ment that species of intelligence, which it is oUr business to
of the superiol'lty of this country as the parent and g;vern- conceal.
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The Earl of SHELBURNEsaid he was astonished,that
any man in office in that House, \\'ho was responsible to
the publick, !1nd accountable to their Lordships, dare, on
so importai1t an occasion, trifle with the House, and refuse
the necessary information, when he, at the same time, con-
fessed it was in his power to satisfy them. [Herp, a great
confusion arose, and a general call for Order! Order!
Order !]

The Duke of RICHMONDcontended, that his noble fi'iend
was by no meansdisorderlyj that as a Lord ofParliament,
sitting in that House, and called upon for his advice, he had
a right to have the question now put fully and fairly an-
swered.

The Earl of SANDWICHreplied, he was in the judgment
of the House; that he was ready, if the House insisted on
it. [A cry of No! No! No!]

The Earl of BRISTOL. I think the noble Earl is properly
justifiable in not answering the question now so warmly
pre~sed, unless at the express desire of the House. The
House do not wish for any such explanation, in which, I
am of opinion, they have acted very wisely. It would an-
swer no one good purpose: I am certain, taking the fact
either way, it might be productive of many bad ones. The
noble Earl preserves every possible confidence that can be
reposed in him. I had the honour of sitting with him at
the Board, at which his Lordship now presides, and can,
from my own knowledge and experience in my profession
and official character, affin1J,that no man is capable of dis-
charging the duties of the important station he now fillswith
more fidelity and ability than his Lordship. The noble
Lord who spoke last but one, [Lord Shelburne,] is very
desirous to be acquainted with the detail of our naval force
at home. I can tell his Lordship, that we have twenty-
three ships-of-the-line, their complements nearly full, and
the ships in a condition to proceed to sea at a day's notice.
I will tell him further, that the present press will furnish us
with seamen sufficient to man the ships going to be put into
commission; that we may have forty sail-of-the-line ready
for sea by the first of ~Iarch; nay, I may venture farther,
and assure the House, that they will be ready early in Feb-
ruary. From which, I am fairly authorized to draw this
clear deduction, and which win be partly an answer to the
question put early in the debate by the noble Duke in the
blue ribbon, [Duke of Grtiflon,] the other noble Duke who
enlarged the question, [Duke of Richmond,] a~d by the
nohle Lord, [Lord Shelburne,] whom I last mentIOned; and
it is this: that the guard-ships are a fu\] match for any naval
armament now ready in tbe French and Spanish harbours,
and that the additional armament proposed to be fitted out,
wi\] give us such a fleet, as the whole combined force of
France and Spain will not, by the time I have first stated,
be able to cope with.

The same noble Earl has passed great encomiums on the
Chief Magistrate of the City of London, for what his
Lordship is pleased to term that Magistrate's spirited and
commendable conduct. He has, he says, refused to back
the press-warrants. Now, for my part, I entertain a very
different opinion of the worthy Magistrate's conduct; and
so far from being a popular step, I trust it will meet with
that degree of publick disapprobation it justly merits. The
noble Lord himself looks upon a war with France and
Spain to be inevitable: we may presume, that his Lordship
and his favourite Magistrate, unite in opinion. How then
are we to interpret the conduct of one, or the approbation
of the other? They must know, that though the strength
and secmity of t4e Island is known to depend upon our
Navy, that without seamen ships are of no service, and that
on emergencies, such as the present, we are always obliged
to have recourse to a press; yet, wbat must we think of
those who, at so critical and alarming a crisis, would sooner
sacrifice, not only the interests, but hazard the very exist-
ence of the nation to party views and personal resentments.
The noble Lord supposes, that the absence of the greater part
of our frigates on the other side of the Atlantick, is at present
a very dangerous circumstance, if any actual sudden opera-
tions were intended to be carried into execution. That,
however, is not the case; nothin~ of the kind is expected;
but even if it were, we have several frigates at home fit for
service, and several others that cou]d be easily made ready
for sea at a short notice; besides, if things should take a
more serious and decisive turn, we could order horne a suf.

ficient number fromAmerica. Without sending for them,
now that the landings are effected, there will be no occasion
for such a number to be kept in America, consequently sev-
eral of them will return .10Britain. .My Lords, I have
spent the greatest part of my life in the naval service, and
mean to dedicate the remainder to my profession, if circum-
stances should make it necessary. I know that things wear
a suspicious appearance; but I know likewise, that we are,
as the noble Earl has more than once assured your Lord-
ships this night, prepared for the worst. The British Navy
has always hitherto been invincible, and I trust ever will.
Whatever character I have obtained in tbe service, either
as an official or professional man, I am ready to stake it,
that we will be more than a match Jor our enemies, taking
the question of a rupture at the present, or at any more
remote period. lam, my Lords, thorough]y convinced of
the truth of what I now advance; and as the best proof,
both of my own conviction and of my readiness to sup-
port those sentiments, am ready to take any command
which it may be thought proper to entmst me with. I wil1
never serve in any other character, but that-which I have
been accustomed to from my earliest youth. I would de-
cline any other were it offered to me, while I would cheer-
fully execute any commands which might be laid upon me
in the way of my profession. -

The amendment being negatived, was entered as a Pro-
test, as follows:

Amendment proposed to be made tQ the motion for an Ad-
dress on his Majesty's Speech.

"To assure his Majesty, that, animated with the most
earnest and sincere zeal for his true interest, and the real
glory of his reign, we behold with inexpressible concern the
minds of a very ]arge and lately loyal and affectionate part
of his people entirely alienated from his Government. Nor
can we conceive, that such an event, as the disaffection and
revolt of a. whole people, cou]d have taken place, without
some considerable errours in the conduct observed towards
them.

"These erroneous measures, we conceive, are to be im-
puted to a want of sufficient information being laid before
Parliament, and to too large a degree of confidence being
reposed in those Ministers, who from their duty were obliged,
and from their official sitUation were best eIJabled, to know
the temper and disposition of his Majesty's American sub-
jects, and were therefore presun~ed most capablt;J of pointing
out such measures as might produce the most salutary effect.
Hence the schemes which were formed -for the reduction
and chastisement of a supposed inconsiderable party of fac-
tious men, have driven thirteen laTge Provinces to despair.
Every act which has been proposed as a means of procuring
peace and submission, has become a new _cause of war and
revolt; and we now find ourselves almost inextricably in-
volved in a bloody and expensive civil war; which, besides
exhausting at present the strength of all his Majesty's do-
minions, exposing our allies to the designs of their and OUl'
enemies, and leaving this kingdom in a most perilous situa-
tion, threatens in its issue the most deplorable calamities to
the whole British race.

"
We cannot avoid lamenting, that in consequence of the

credit afforded to the representations ofMioisters, no hear-
ing has been given to the reitera

.

ted complaints and petitions
of the Colonies j neither has any ground been laid for re-
moving the original cause of these unhappy differences,
which took their rise from questionsrelalive to parliament-
ary proceeding, and can be settled only by parliamentary
authority. By this f.'Hal omission, the Commissioners nom-
inated for the apparent purpose of mal,ing peace, were
furoished with no lepal power but thosi)()f giving or with-
holding pardons at their pleaswe, and of relaxing the sever-
ities of a single penal act of Parliament, lea ving the whole
foundation of this unhappy controversy just as it stood at the
beginning.

"To represent to his Majesty, thatio addition to this
neglect, when, in the bpginning of the last session, his Ma-
jesty, in his gracious speech to both Houses of Parliament,
had declared his resolution of sending out Commissioners
for the purposes therein expressed, as speedily as possible;
no such Commissioners were sent until nem' seven months
afterwards, and until the nation was alaxme-d by the evac-
uation of the only town then held for his Majesty in the
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thirteen United Colonies. By this deJay, acts of the most
critical nature, the effect of which must as much depend on
the power of immediately relaxing them on submission, as
in enforcing them upon disobedience, had only an operation
to inflame and exasperate. But if any Colony, town, or
place, had been induced to submit by the operation of the
terrours of these acts, there were none in the place of power
to restore the people so submitting to the common rights of
subjection. The inhabitants of the Colonies, apprised that
they were put out of the protection of Government, and
seeing no means pro\'ided for their entering into it, were
furnished with rea~~ms, but too colourable, for breaking off
their dependency on the Crown of this kingdom.

"To assure his Majesty, that, removing our confidence
fi'om those who in so many instances bave grossly abused
it, we shaH endeavoUl' to restore to Parliament the confi~
dence of aH his peopJe.

" To this- end it may be advisable to make a more minute
inquiry into the grievances of the Colonies, as well as into
the conduct of Ministers with regard to them. We may
think it proper particularly to inquire, how it has happened,
that the COmmerce of this kingdom has been left exposed
to the reprisals of the Colonies, at the very time when their
seamen andfishexnJen, being indiscriminately prohibited from
the peaceable exercise of their occupations and declared
open enemies, must be expected, with a certain assurance,
to betake tbemsdv€:Js to plunder, and to wreak their revenge
on the commerce of Great Britain.

"That we understand, that amidst the many disasters and
disgraces which have attended on his Majesty's arms in
many parts of America, an advantage has been gained by
his Majesty's British and foreign mercenary forces in the
Province of New- York. That if a wise, moderate, and
provident lIse be made of their advantage, it is not improb-
able tbat happy effects may result from tbat lIse. And we
assure his Majesty that nothing shall be wanting on our
part to enable his Majesty to take full advantage of any dis-
positions to reconciliation, which may be the consequence
of the miseriesQf war, by laying down, on our part, real
permanent grounds of connection between Great Britain
and the Colonies, on principles of liberty and terms of
mutual advantage.

"That wbibt We. Ia,ment this effusion of English blood,
(which we hope bas not been greater, or other than neces~
sity required and honour justified,) we should most heartily
conO"ratulate his Majesty on any event leading to the great
desi~able end of settlirig a peace, which might promise to
last, by the restoration of the ancient affection which has
happily subsisted in former times between this Kingdom and
its Colonies; any other would necessarily require, even in
case of a total conquest, an army to maintain, ruinous to the
finances andincompatible with the freedom of his Majesty's
people. . We should look with the utmost shame and hor~
rom on any events, of what nature soever, that should tend
to break the spirit of any large part of the British nation,
to bow them to an abject, unconditional submission to any
power whatsoever, to annihilate their liberties, and to sub~
due them to servile principles and passive habits by the
mere force of foreign mercenary arms. Because, amidst
the excesses and abuses which have happened, we must
respect the spirit and principles operating in these commo-
tions. Our wish is, to regulate, not destroy them. For,
though differing in some circumstances, those very princi-
ples evidently bear so exact an analogy with those which
support the most valuable part of our own constitution, that
it is impossible, with any appearance of justice, to think of
wholly extirpating them by the sword in any part of his
Majesty's dominions, without admitting consequences and
establishing precedents the mo::t dangerous to the liberties of
this Kingdom."

The question was put, Whether these words shall stand
part of the motion?

It was resolved in the negative.
C;ontents, 26
Not contents, 8\2}Proxies, ~ ~ 9

Dissentiem.-1Uanchester, Portland, Richmond, Sear-
borQugh,

.

Devonshire, Rockingham, King, Craven, Fitz-
william, Abingdon, De Ferrars, Effingham, Abergavenny,
PQnsQnby.
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November 1.
ADDRESS PRESENTED.

" The humble Address Qf the R1:~ht lIonQurable the LQrdl
Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament assembled;

"Jtlost gracious Sovereign;

"
We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the

Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament assembled, beg
leave to return your Majesty our humble thanks for your
mo:;t gracious speech from the throne.

"It is with the truest satisfaction we eongratulate your
Majesty on the success of your arms in the Province of
New~ York, the recovery of Canada, and tbe fair prospect
of decisive good consequences, which, under tbe blessing
of Divine Providence, is now opened by the firmness of
your Majesty's councils, the valoll1' and good conduct of
your Majesty's officers and forces by sea and land, and by
the zeal and bravery of the auxiliary troops in your Majes~
ty's service.

"We beg leave to assure your Majesty, that nothing
would have given us equal happiness to the having been
informed by your Majesty, at the opening of this session,
that the troubles which have so long distracted NQrth~
America had been at an end; that your Majesty's unhappy
people in those Provinces had recovered from theil' delusion,
and, awakened by a due sense of their misfortunes and mis-
doings, had delivered themselves fj'om the oppression of their
leaders, and were returned to their duty. While \ve lament
that your Majesty's humane and merciful intentions have
been frustrated by the neglect shown to the means of con-
ciliation, notified under the authority of your :Majesty's royal
commission, we feel the strongest indignation at the insolent
manner in which they were rejected; and we want words
to express our abhorrence of the desperate spirit of those
overbearing men, who, with an insatiable thirst of power
and dominion, which has unifQrmly actuated all their pro-
ceedings, ha \'e now renounced allegiance to the Crown, and
all political connection with Great Britain ; and, with an
arrogance equal to the enormity of the attempt, lest a doubt
of their real designs should remain on tbe breast of any per..
son whatever, have set up their rebellious Confederacies for
independent States. Weare fully aware of the mischief
which would accrue from the success of this treason to your
Majesty's loyal Colonies, to the commerce of this nation,'
and, more remotely indeed, but not less certainly, to the
system of EUl'Qpe, and to every State upon the Continent of
Europe possessed of distant Colonies.

.

" We reflect with pleasure on the solid advantage which
will be derived from the object of the Rebels being openly
avowed and clearly understood; the unanimity which will
prevail at home, founded in a con\'iction of the justice and
necessity of your Majesty's measures. Inspired with the
same zeal for the cause of our country which animates the
kingdom at large, we will steadily support your Majesty in
the vindication of the honour of )'our Crown and the just
rights of Parliament, and will cheerfully concur in making
the necessary provisions for those great purposes.

" The assurances of amity which your Majesty continues
to receive from the several Courts of Europe afford us great
satisfaction; we entertain the most grateful,sense of the
endeavours which your Majestyis exe-rtihg to conciliate the
unhappy differences between two neighbouring Powers;
and we trust that, by your Majesty's auspicious endeavours,
these misunderstandings will be removed, and EurQpe con~
tinue to enjoy the inestimable blessings of peace; Permit
us, sir, at the same time, to return your your Majesty our
dutiful thanks for your provident attention in guarding
aaainst any even'ts which may arise out of the present sit~
u~tion of affairs, by keeping -us in a respectable state of de-
fence at home.

" With hearts full of duty and gratitude, we acknowledge
the happiness which, under your Majesty's mild govern-
ment, is extended to every part of tho British empire; of
which the late flourishing state of the revolted Provinces,
their numbers, their wealth, their strength by sea and land,
which they think sufficient to enable them to make head
against the whole power of the mother Country, show that
they have abundantly participated. And we earnestly hope,
that your Majesty's paternal object of restoring your dis-
tracted Colonies to the happy condition from which, by their
own misconduct, they are wretchedly fallen, will be speedily
attained."

=IF
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His Majesty's most gracious Answer.

"M
y LORDS: I return you my thanks for this dutiful

and affectionate address. It is with the greatest pleasure I
observe the satisfaction which the success of my arms against
the Rebels in North-America has given to all my loving sub-
jects. That which you express is bighly acceptable to me.
The preset'vation of tbe publick tranquillity, tbe happiness
of all my people, and tbe maintenance of our most excellent
constitution, are the invariable objects of my heart."

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

DEBATE IN THE COMMONS ON THE ADDRESS OF
THANKS.

ThursdflY, October 31, 1776.

The Commons being returned to their House,

Mr. NEVILLE moved the follpwing Address of Thanks :

" Most Gracious Sovereign:

"
We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the

Commons of Great Britain in Parliament assembled, beg
lea ve to return your Majesty the humble thanks of this
House, for your most gr'acious speech from the throne.

.
" While we lament the continuance of the troubles whICh

have so long distracted your Majesty's Colonies in North-
America and of the calamities and oppressions which our
unhappy' fe1l0w:-s!lbjects are still suffering under the arbitrary
tyranny of their leaders; we cannot for?ear to express our
detestation and abhorrence of tbe audacIous and desperate
spirit of ambition, which has at last carried thos.e ]eaders so
far, as t.o make them openly renounce all allegIance to tI!e
Crown, and all political connection \~ith this.country, and \[}
direct terms to presume to set up their rebellIous Confedera-
cies for independent States.

"
We consider their rejection of the gracious and conde-

scending means of reconciliation, held out to them, under
the authority of your Majesty's commission, as a fresb and
convincinrr proof that the object of these men has always
been pow~r and domini?n ;. but we can i~put~ the circu,m-
stances of indignity and Insult accompanymg tlJls proceeding
to no other ,motive, than a resentment of your Majesty's firm

,and constant adherence to the maintenance of the constitu-
tional rigbts of Parliament, divested of every possible view
of any separate interests of the Crown; and we beg leave
to assure your Maje~ty that tbe sam~ attachment of .yo.ur
Majesty. to the padmmenta.ry authonty of Gre.at Brztal~,
which hath provoked the msolen.ce of tbe chlef~ of t.hls
rebellion, cannot but operate, as It ought to do, m fixmg
your Majesty stilI deeper, if possible, in the affections of a
British House ofCpm.mons.

"With reverence and gratitude to Divine Providence,
permit us to express our unfeigned joy, and to offer our ~jn-
cere conrrratulatiQQs to your Majesty, on the success whIch
has attended ihe good conduct and valour of your Majesty's
officers and for9EJ~both by sea and land, and the zeal and
bravery of the auxiliary troops in your service, in the recov-
ery of Canada, and in t?e important operations in the Prov-
ince of New- York, whIch give the strongest hopes of the
most decisive good consequences.

"It is with much satisfaction we learn, that your Majesty
continues to receiVe assurances of amity fi'om the several
courts of Europe; and we thankfully acknowledge ~our
Majesty's rroodnessand paternal concern for the happmess
of your pe~p(e!i.n your c~n~tant attention to pr.eserve the
general tranqUlI!lty; an.d.It ]S our ~ost earnest :Vlsh that, ~y
your Majesty's mterpOSltlOn, all mlsunderstandmgs and dif-
ferences belwee,{two neighbouring Powers may be happily
reconciled, and Europe still enjoy the blessings of peace.

"
Your faithful. Commons consider it as a duty which they

owe to your Majesty, an~ to those the,r represen~, to ~rant
your Majesty such supphes as the weighty conslderauons,
which your .Majesty bas been pleased to state to us, shall be
found to require; and we have a well-grounded confidence,
that at this time, when the object of tbe Rebe]s is openly
avo\~'ed and cleady understood, the geneml conviction of
the justice and necessity?f your ~lajest.y's measl~res must
unite all ranks of your faithful subjects m supportmg your
Majesty witb one mind and heart in the great national cause
in which you are engaged."

Mr. HUTTON seconded the motion.

Lonl JOHN CAVENDISHdisapproved of the proposed ad-
dress, and moved an amendment, by leaving out all after
the first paragraph, in order to insert these. words:

.
"

Animated with the most earnest andsmcere zeal for hls
true interest, and the real glory of his reign, we bebo]d with
inexpressibJe concern, the minds of a very la~'ge and. lately
loyal and affectionate part of his people, .entlreJy ahenated
fi'om his Government; nor can we conceIve that such an
event as the disaffection and revoJt of a wbole people, could
have' taken place without some considerable errom in the
conduct obst'rved towards them; these erroneous measures,
we conceive, are to be imputed to a want of sufficient in';
formation being laid before Padiament, and to too large a
derrree of confidence beinrr reposed in those Ministers, who,
fJ'O~ their duty were oblig~d, and from their official situation
were best enabled, to know tbe temper and disposition of bis
Majesty's America~ s~bjects, and were therefore ~resumed
most capable of pOIntmg out such measures as nllgbt pro-
duce the most salutary effects; hence the schem~s which
were formed for tbe reduction and chastisement of a supposed
inconsiderable party of factious men, have driven thirteen
laroe Provin'ces to despair: every act which bas been pro-
po;ed as a means of procuring peace and submissiQn, has
become a new cause of war and revolt; and we now find
ourselvfJS almost inextricably involved in a bloody and
expensive civil war, which, besides exbausting at present
the strength of all bis Majesty's aominio~s, exposing ?lIr
allies to the designs of their and our enemies, and leavIng
this kingdom in a most perilous. ~ituation, threatens i~ ,its
issue the most deplorable calamities to the whole Bntlsh
race.

" 'Ve cannot avoid lamenting, that, in consequence of
the credit given to the representations of Ministers, no hear-
ing has been given to the reiterated complaints and petitions
of the Colonies, neither has any ground been laid for remov-
inrr the original cause of these unhappy differences, whicl1
to~k their rise from questions relative to parliamentary ~ro.;.
ceedinrrs, and can be settled only by parfiamentary authont)';
by this" fatal omission, tbe Commissioners nom!nated f?r the
apparent pUl'pose of making peace, were furnished with no
legal powers, but that of g~ving or with??lding p~rdons at
their pleasure, and for relaxmg the seventIes of a smgle act
of Parliament, leaving tbe whole foundation of this unhappy
controversy just as it stood in the beginning.

"To represent to his Majesty, that, in addition to this
neIYlect when in the berrinnincr of the last session his Ma-o ,

'='
. ;::, .jesty, in his gracious speech to both Houses of Parhament,

declared his resolution of sending out Commissioners for the
purposes therein expressed" as speedi]y as possible," no such
Commissioners were sent until near seven months afterwards,
and until the nation was alarmed by the evacuation of the
only town then beld for his Majesty in the thirteen United
Colonies: by tbis delay acts of the most critical nature, the
effect of which must as much depend on the power of imme-
diately relaxing tbem on submission, as. in enf~rcing them
upon disobedience, had only an operanon to Hlflame and
exasperate.

'
"But if any Colony, town, or place, had been induced to

submit by the operation oC the ten'ours of these acts, there
were none on tbe place of power to restore the people so
submitting to tbe common rights of subjection. The inhab-
itants of the Colonies, apprised tbat they were put out of the
protection of Government, and seeing no means provided for
their entering into it, were furnished with reasons but too
colourab]e for breaking off their dependency on the Crown
of this kinCfdom. To assure his Majesty, that removing OUI'
confidence" from those who in so many instances have grossly
abused it, we shall endeavour to restore to Parliament the
confidence of all his people; to this end it may be advisable
to make a more minute inquiry into tbe grievances of the
Colonies, as well as into the conduct of Ministers witb regard
to thcm. We may think it proper particularly to inquire
how it has happened, that the commerce-of tbis kingdom
has been left exposed to the reprisals of the Colonies at tbe
very time when their seamen and fishermen,beingindis-
criminately prohibited from the peaceable exercise of their
occupation, and declared open enemies, must be expected
with a certain assurance to betake themselves to plunder,
and to wreak their revenge OIl the commerce of Great
Britain.

"That we understand, that amidst the many disasters
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and disgraces which have attended on his Majesty's arms in
many parts of America, advantage has been gained by his
Majesty's British and foreign mercenary forces in the Prov-
ince of New-York; that if a wise, moderate, and provident
use be made of this advantage, it is not improbable that
happy effects may result fr'om that use; and we assure his
Majesty, that nothing shall be wanting on our part to enable
his Majesty to take full advantage of any dispositions to
reconciliation, which may be the consequence of the mise-
ries of war, by laying down, on our part, real perman en t
grounds of connection between GreatBritain and the Colo-
nies, on principles of liberty, and terms of mutUal advan-
tage. .

"That whilst we lament this effusion of Englislt blood,
(which we hope has oot been greater or other than necessity
required and honour justified,) we should most heartily con-
gratulate his Majesty on any event leading to the great de-
sirableend of settling a peace which might promise to last,
by the restoration of the ancient affection which has happily
subsisted in former'times between this kingdom and its Colo-
nies; any other would necessarily require, even in case of a
total conquest,an army to maintain, ruinous to the finances,
and incompatible with the freedom of his Majesty's people;
we should look with the utmost shame and horrour on any
eventsof what nature soever that should tend to break the
spirit of any large part of the British nation, to bow them
to an abject unconditional submission to any power what-
soever, to annihilate their liberties, and to subdue them to
servile pl'inciples and passive habits, by the mere force of
foreign mercenary arms; because, amidst the excesses and
abuses which have happened, we must respect the spirit and
principles operating in these commotions, our wish is to
regulate, not to destroy them; for though differing in some
circumstances, tbose very principles evidently bear so exact
an analogy with those which support the most valuable part
of our own constitution, that it is impossible, with any ap-
pearance of justice, to think of wholly extirpating them by
the sword in any part of his Majesty's dominions, without
admitting consequences, and establishing precedents, the
most dangerous to the liberties of this kingdom."

The Marquis of Granby seconded the motion.

Governour JOHNSTONE in very severe terms arraigned
the conduct of Administration, in commencing the war with
America. He said the affairof Long-Island was by no means
a matter worthy of triumph. That island, he said, was a
mere out-post to New- York, as New- York was an out-post
to America, and it would have been folly and rashness in
the extreme, had the Provincials attempted to maintain it.
He paid General Howe and his brothel' very great compli-
ments on their manreuvres in the capture of the island, and
inferred that from the whole of General Howe's conduct in
taking it, his caution in not forcing any of the Provincials'
strong-holds, bis opening trenches at six hundred yards
distancefrom their redoubts,with his general orders to his
officers to act with all possible circumspection, that most
evidentlythe Generalthoughthighlyof the Provincials,and
had therefore treated them with the suitable respect due to
so powerful and formidable an enemy. He complained of
the defenceless state of the kingdom, and urged the danger
of a war with France and Spain. The Minister's speech
he declared to be an entirecpmpound of hypocrisy. It
made his Majesty talk of peace, at the very moment when
not only all Europe, but this kingdom, gave the most evident
appearances of preparation for war. In short, it was like a
deceptious mirrour, reflecting a false image of truth. That
part of it which talked of giving the Americans law and
liberty, he conceived to be a mere turn of wit and humour,
which would not bear a serious interpretation. It was an
insidious, hypocritical speech, that held out law and liberty
at tbe point of the sword. He spoke strongly of the falsehood
of France, and the little reliance that was to be put on her
professions, instancing a circumstance which happened while
Cardinalltlazqrine was Minister, when the Portugue.~e and
8pan1~ards were at war together, and the latter bad received
repeated. assurances of the pacifick intentions of France,
although that kingdom had aClUally lent Portugal troops,
clothed them, paid them, ar.d officered them. He said he
did not entirely approve of the American Declaration of
Independence, but affirmed that the Americans were driven
to that measure by our rigorous persecution of them. We

had hired foreign troops to fight against them, and they had
no other way of putting themselves on a footing with us,
than by throwing off the yoke, decJaring themselves inde-
pendent, and inviting foreign aid to defend them. They had,
he said, taken every possible means to avoid such a measure;
they had sent a most humble petition to Government, pray-
ing relief, and couched tbeir prayer in the strongest terms
of duty and allegiance; Government had, with the most
provoking harshness, rejected their petition, refusing to
give any answer to it, or offering in any manner to hear
them. The mode of their declaring for independency was, to
be sure, in some measure indefensible. The declaration of
the New-England Government was exceedingly rude and
ill-written; the languagewasmoreunmannerlyand abusive
than even worse treatment than what they had received
would have justified; but then it must be considered as
written merely to captivate the common people, and there-
fore a polished style, and very scrupulous decency, were
probably but trifling objects with the writer. He however
as much condemned it, as he applauded that of the Penn-
sylvanians. He censured the late issuing of press-warrants,
and declared that he was not only convinced a better mode
of manning the Navy might be found out, but that he was
well informed the late press was carried on with great irreg-
ularity and cruelty.

Mr. W OMBWELLsaid, no press was better conducted than
the present. He approved of the motion for an address as
exceedingly proper, and disapproved of tbe amendment.
He censured the Americans as a bragging, cowardly ban-
dilti, &c.

.

Mr. WILKES. The honourable gentleman who spoke
last endeavours to mislead the House. It is certain that no
pressing has at this time been carried on in the city of London,
or its Liberties. No press-gangs have dared to make their
appearance in that jurisdiction. Those lawless bands of
cruel banditti very prudently chose other scenes of horrour
and bloodshed of less danger to themselves. The city has
hitherto remained in perfect safety and tranquillity, in a
most happy state of security by the vigilance, intrepidity,
and noble love of liberty, which are conspicuousin its
present worthy Chief Magistrate. The conduct of Ad-
ministration, sir, in the late issuing of press-warrants,
before they had tried the operation of the high bounty, is
totally unjustifiable. The speech now in your hand, sir, is
so very pacifick, that the large bounty of five pounds for
every abJe, and fifty shillings for every ordinary seaman,
promised in last Saturday's Gazette, might safely, for a
short time at least, have been trusted to, the emergency
not being thought very critical. From the Minister's own
state of publick affairs there was no danger in the ex-
periment. Much cruelty and bloodshed had been avoided,
many valuable lives preserved.

The affair of Lon~-Is!and has been misrepresented, and
greatly magnified. 'the superiority of numbers was very
considerable. General Howe landed twenty-two thousand
men. The Provincials had only six thousand effective men
on that island. They were ordered to retreat, and. four
thousand did accordingly, without being attacked, embark
for the island of New- York. There was a real mistake of
orders as to the other two thousand, but they acted as brave
men always wiII act under a mistake of orders; they fought.
They saw the enemy, left their intrenchments, and attacked
with spirit. From the superiority of numbers,lInd their
flanks being neglected and unguarded, they were totally de-
feated. They did not, however, remainiTractive, like cow-
ards, on an important day of battle. No such imputation
can be fixed on them. Nothing decisive can follow from
the late successful affair on Long-Island, no more than from
the defeat at Sullivan's Island. New-York will probably
fall into your hand", but your situation will in that case be
scarcely mended since the last year, for you then possessed
the capital of North America, BostQn. Is tbat great and
important town advantageously exchanged for New- York 1
I forgot that we still possess the fishing hamlet of Halifax.
But, sir, we ought to take a much larger and more compre-
hensive view of this interesting scene,! which is now fully
disclosed.

The important dispute of Great Britain with her Colonies
has fora considerabletime fixedthe attention, not only of
this nation, but of almost all Europe. The most essential
interests of this country, and indeed of the greater part of the
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Powers on the Continent, are deeply interested in the event.
Tbe sacrifice of so much blood and treasure is to every State
an object of the highest importance; to ns, whose empire
seems mouldering away, of the nearest concern; and I much
fear we are now brought by inextricable difficulties to tbe
very verge of destruction.

Since our last meeting, sir, the scene, with respect to
America, has totaJly changed. Instead of negotiations with
Colonies, or Provincial Assemblies, we have a war to carry
on against the free and independent States of America; a
wicked war, which has been occasioned solely by a spir'it of
violence, injustice, and obstinacy in our Ministers, unparal-
kled in history. In the beginning of September, in the last
year, a very humble and dutiful petition wa_ssent from the
Congress to his Majesty, in which his Majesty was suppli-
cated "to direct some mode by which the united applica-
ti(>t)sof his faithful Colonists 10 the Throne, in pursuance of
their common councils, may be improved into a happy and
permanent reconciliation." There was oot a word in the
petition but what breatl~ed.~u1:l!nissionand loyalty, and yet
the official answer of Lord Dartmouth, the Secretary for the
American department, after long deliberation, was to the last
degree irritating. It was, "that. no answer would be given;"
that is, we will not treat; we scorn to negotiate with you;
we exact unconditional submission. Tbis answer, sir, in my
opinion, might justly be called indignity and insuJt. It
drove the Americans to despair, and with the violation of
the perfidious promises in Lord Hillsborough's famous offi-
cial circular letter, laid the real foundation of their Declara~
tion of Independency. Much has been said, sir, of the
prophecy of the Ministers, that the Americans would in the
end declare themselves independent. I give the Ministers
no credit for such a prophecy. They went on the surest
grounds. They might very safely promulgate such a pre-
diction, when they knew that the unjust and sanguinary
measures which they intended to pursue, must hring about
the event. They drove tbe Americans into their present
state of independency. The Jesuits io France risked noth-
ing when they prophesied in 1610 the death Qf the best
prince that ever reigned in EUJ'()pe,within that year. Theirs
was the sure word of prophecy. They employed Ravillac
to assassinate their Sovereign.

An honourable gentleman near me attacks the Ameri(;an
Declaratjpn of Independency in a very peculiar manner, as
a wretched composition, very ill written, drawn up with tbe
view to captivate tbe people. That, sir, is the very reason
why I approve it most as a.composition, as well as a wise
political measure, for the people are to decide this great
comroversy. If tbey are captivated by it, the end is attained.
The polished periods, the harmonious, happy expressions,
with a1l the grace, ease, and elegance of a beautiful diction,
which we chiefly admire, captivate the people of America
very little; but manly, nervous sense, they relish even in the
most awkward and uncouth dress of language. Whatever
composition produces the effect you intend in the most for-
cible manner, is, in my opinion, the best, and that mode
should always be pursued. It has the most merit, as well
as success, on the great theatre of thp. world, no less than
on the stage, whether you mea.n to inspire pity, terrour, or
any other passion.

The honourable gentleman, sir, who seconded the address,
says, the Americans' declaration of independency was no
surprise to him-nor I believe, sir, to any man of common
reflection, after the frantick and extravagant career, which
Administration pursued, with a full chorus of approbation
from the majority of this House.

The speech in your hand, sir, which an honourable gen-
tleman near me has well called a speech of hypocrisy,
mentions the" assurances of amity, which his Majesty con-
tinues to receivefrorn the several Courts of Europe." At
the beginning of the last session, the Minister gave us in
the King's speech more explicit assurances. It was said,
"I am happy to add, as wellfi'om the assurances I have
received, as Irom the general appearance of affairsin Europe,
I see no probability that the measures which you may
adopt, will be interrupted by disputes with any foreign
Power." "Ve have no such assurances held out tous this
year, that our measures will not be intelTl1ptedby di~putes
with allYother foreign Power; but we have still assurances
of amity, which are daily contradicted by the immense pre-
parations of the neighbouring foreign Powers of France and

Spain, and indeed of the whole House of Bourb()n. The
accounts from Naples contain little but the vast prepara-
tions mal{ing by the King of the Two Sicilies. Are we
indeed simple and credulous enough to tmst to general vague
expressions of politeness against the clear evidence of facts?
Om Ministry know very well that an Arrwrican privateer
being lately stopped at Bilboa, in Biscay, an express was
immediat.ely despatched to Madrid, which returned with
the fullest directions for the release of the privateer, and
permission to furnish him with provisions, stores, ammuni-
tion, in short, whatever he wanted. This fact will not be
denied. Is Spain, then, one of the foreign Powers, which
again soothes us with these honeyed assurances of amity?
Has fate ordained, that we are neither to possess capacity
enough to profit by the example of others, nor even by oUr
own experience? In tbe very first year of the present
reign, in September,1761, the Gazette told us that" the
Cathqlick King had at no time been more intent upon cul-
tivating a good correspondence with England, tban in the
present conjuncture;" a dec.\aration received seriously here,
beld out as part of the Court creed, and laughed at by all
the rest of Europe. In the beginning of the following Jan-
uary, without any new facts having occurred of any moment,
war was declared by England against Spain. Will the
plausible, smooth-tongued French likewise be able to lull us
into a fatal security against the evidence of a!l history? Can
we expect to be treated by them in any other manner than
the Spaniards were at the time of the famous revolt of Por-
tugal? The Frmch sent whole regiments, completely
officered, into the service of the House of Braganza. They
paid them underhand the same as t~~ir natiQnal troops, yet
aJI the while declared their abhorrence of rebeIlions and of
rebels, issuing proclamation after proclamation, and recalling
their deserters under the most severe penalties. Sir, tbere
is not a Power in Europe, unsubsidized by Great Britain,
which does not wish success to the Americans; and we al'e
considered almost every where On the Continent, in the
odious light of tyrants and oppressors.

The speech, sir, states, that "if treason be suffered to
take root, much miscbief must grow from it to the safety of
my loyal Colonies." Alas! sir, what we

. caJI treason and
rebellion, and they just resistance and a glorious revolution,
has taken root, a very deep root indeed, and has spread over
almost all the American Colonies. In this very speech we
are told of their' numbers, their wealth, their strength by sea
and land. The loyal Colonies are three, the free Provinces
thirteen, In layingon the embargo, the exception to the rule
is ridiculous enough. It is as thirteen to three. The Gazette
says, "any of my Colonies in North-America except the
Colonies of New-Hampshire, Massachusetts-Bay, Rhode-
Island, Connecticut, New- York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania,
the three lower Gounties on Delaware, 'A'Iaryland, Virginia,
North-Carolina, South-Carolina, and Georgia." Of what
other Colonies was his Majesty in possession at his accession
to the throne? I think the permission extends only to the
Provinces which we have not yet lost-to the two Roman
Catholick Provinces of Canada and Elorida, and to Nova-
Scotia.

We have now been carrying on fot' two years a savage
and piratical, as weIl as an unjust war. Every demand of
Government bas been complied with, and yet the great
force employed both by sea and land bas not hitherto recov-
ered a single Province of all the confederated Colonies. On
the contrary, the evil grows more desperate. 'fhe last year
only twelve Co]onies humbly petitioned the Throne. This
year, by the accession of Georgia, we have seen a Federal
Union of thirteen free and powerful Provinces asserting their
independency,as high and mighty States, and setting our
power at defiance. This was done with circumstances of
spirit and courage, to which posterity will do justice. It
was directly after the safe landing of YOllr whole force. In
return we have barbarously plundered their coasts, and set
fire to their open towns and defenceless villages, in a man-
ner which disgL'acesthe English name. In the midstof all
the cruelties, terl'Ol1rs, and devastations, which foIlow your
arms, the spirit of the Americans is still unsubdued, and T
hope, and believe, you never will conquer the free spirit of
the descendants of Englishmen, exerted in an honest cause.
They honour and value the blessings of liberty. They are
determined to Jive and die fl'eernen,notwithstanding the vain
efforts of every arbitrary Power in Europe. It is a foolish
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attempt to think of conquering and holding the immense
territory of North-America, when the whole country is
united against us. We argue in a trifling manner on the
decisive g:oodconsequencesfor events only in the Province
of N€w- York. They do not prove that we shall subdue
Virginia or either of the Carolinas. Success in two or
three battles or sieges argues little fOl' the final successof
a war, so extensive already, and so greatly complicated.

As to our unanimity at home, sir, the vel')' idea is absurd,
because impossible, while the present system of injustice
and oppression continues in its full rigour. The Anwrican
war is unjust, and unconstitutional in its first principle, and,
if persisted in, must end in our ru~n. . We have neit?er force
to conquer, nor strength to mall1ta~n s~ch. extensive con-
quests, if we could succeed. Our situation ]Sbecome truly
critical. The constitution of this.country is at home sapped
by bribery and corruption. On the other side of the Atlan-
tickjt is assailed by violence and force of arms. The too
fatal success in this devoted nation is very evident, but in
the New World, I trust, as a friend of mankind, that all the
despotick measuresof a tyrannical Administration will prove
inetfeclu.al.. It is.impossible for this Island to conquer and
hold America. They are determined and united. Your
fleets m.ayindeed every year carry horrour through all their
coasts. Your armies may possesssome sea-port towns, but
the numerous and greatly-increasing people of the Provinces
will retire into the interiour parts, of which you have already
had some experience. Peaceful towns and villages will
cover their fruitful plains, liberty will fix her blest abode
amonO" them, the unmolested, happy inhabitants rejoicing
that they are procul Ii Jove, prowl Iifulmine.

I heartily agree, sir, with the noble Lord in the amend-
ment proposed; but I go further, and my opinion is, that if
we expect to save the empire, to preserve, even for a short
period, Canada or the West-India Isl<\nds, or to reCOVel"
any part of the immense territory we have lately lost, we
must recallour fleetsand armies,repeal all the acts injurious
to the Americanspassedsince 1763,and restore their char-
ters. We may then, if they will forgive, and can trust us,
treat with them, on just, fair, and equal terms, without the
idea of compulsion, and a foundation be laid for the restora-
tion of peace, internal tranquillity, and unity, to this con-
vulsed and dismembered empire.

Honourable TEMPLE LUTTREI,L. He said, that he so
very widely differed in opinion from the honourable member
on the other sideof the House, who moved the Ministerial
address, in commendation of his Majesty's speech delivered
from the throne, tl13t he should feel himself highly culpable
were he to sit still ~tiJlthe close of the debate, and content
himself to be numbered with the silent votes in its disfavour.
There was, however, no doubt of its being carried by a large
majority; for those court-retainers and dependants on Gov-
ernment, who had this campaign reaped a golden harvest
from the calamities of their country, would see in the speech
I.1l1derconsideration, the best earnest that could possiblybe
given, of a no less plentiful harvest of the same sort the
ensuing summer. F'or his part,he construed this speech
an infamous, groundless libel, fabricated by a tyrannical
faction, against some of the most valuable members of the
British community,who, actuated by principles of justice
and honour, were nobly contending on the other side of the
Atlantick, for the dearest rights of mankind; and who,
limitin<T their resistance to a redress of real and essential
grieva~ces, were falsely accused of having, from tbe begin-
ning of this unhappy contest, had no other object in view
than anarchy and independence.

It was a custom among the ancient Persians (in later
times adopted in the kingdom of Naples) to cover their
tribunals of justice with the skins of corrupt lawyers, whom
they flayed aJive. Were a similar example to prevail within
these walls, and the seats around us to be clothed with the
skins of ~corl'upt statesmen, I fear, sir, there are not a few
gentlemen Qn your right handwould catch their deaths of
cold before th~ "end" or the approaching winter; I should
tremble this night for. a long group of pensioners, contractors,
paymasters, treasurers, &c., &c., who will walk forth into
that lobby, in order to bring up an address to their Sovereign,
beseeching that he will persevere to plunder and assassinate
his subjects, and totally to extinguish the vital spirit of that
free constit!Jtion, on the maimeu<\nce of which alone rests
his claim to the throne of these realms.

- -
-~

- - ~

The honourable member near me [Governoul' Johnstone]
has justly observed, that Ibe "address moved for by Govern-
ment is an echo of tbe speech" imposed on their royal master.
It occurs to me, sir, that the speech itself is, in many of its
most striking passages, an echo to the Continental remon-
strances, and Declarations of Independency: for instance,
"they have rejected, with insult and indignity, every offer
of accommodation." This is verbatim the cbarge brought
against the mother country by the oppressed Colonists.
Tbey likewisedeclare that" it wouldbe rash to put an end
to their plan when they have every reason to pursue it;"-
that" it is a contest of the lastimportance;" -" a war, not
of ambition, but necessity," Good God, sir! state this argu-
ment, on our part, in other language,without perverting the
sense, and it will stand thus: " You are ambitious to main-
tain the rights of free-born Britons, and 'tis necessary we
should have an army of foreign assassins, and Use every
barbarity 10 render them slaves." Omnipotence on one
side, sir, must imply slavery on the other.

'''hen news was brought to Agesilans, KinO"of Sparta,
during a civil war in Greece, that a. bloody fi!:;ht had hap-
pened near the city of Corinth, but that the Spartans were
victorious, and the number of their troops' killed was but
inconsiderable, compared with the loss of the enemy, instead
of exultations of joy, that wise and humane monarch, with
a deep sigh, cried out, "Oh, unhappy Greece! to have slain
so many of thy best warriors with thine own hand, who, had
they lived, might have proved a match for all the barbarians
in the world !" I am credibly informed, sir, that when our
most gracious Sovereign received news of tbe unhappy con-
flict at Long-Island, he broke forth in an exclamation of a
like philosophick and generous nature, lamentinO" that Great
Britain should destroy so many of her brave ~en with her
own hand, who, had they lived in mutual concord and
amity, might have set at defiance the united force of our
natural enemies, the Bourbon States, at this hour threatening
us with an invasive war. Confident, as I was, th;it such
ideas perfectly coincided with his Majesty's known humanity
of heart, and tenderness towards all his people, I did not
conceive it possible that the most flagitious Minister of the
bloody junto would dare to advise, continuance of these
disgraceful and ruinous meaSUl'es, and propose a speech from
the throne, evidently dictated by despotism, hypocrisy, and
infatuation. I, sir, entertain hopes of healing propositions,
and a timely dereliction, on the part of this country, of its
unjustifiable and empty claim of taxation; that efficient cause
of the civil war, and which, if made an irrefragable ultimatum
of your terms of peace, cannot fail to accelerate the down-
fall of your empire. For the CQIDl110nSof Great Britain
to support so desperate a purpose at the point of the sword,
at the present alarming crisis, too, the French and Spaniards
preparing for a rupture, and the nation sinking under an
enormoUS debt of one hundred and6fty millions, argues fo]]y
in us beneath the unlettered Parliament, madness beyond
the insane Parliament, and a blood-thirsty spirit of enterprise
above any of the proscribing, chivalrous- Parliaments, under
the worst of the Plantagenet tyrants.

I may, perhaps, be told, as I was last year, when I took
the liberty to move an address to the King, to instruct the
Commissioners in America to treqt for peace with the Pro-
vincial Conventions, or General Continental Congress, that
bodies of men, under denominations not formally legalized,
can, in no pos~ib]e situatioll of things, expect a publick recog-
nition of their authority; nor can you treat with rebels while
they bave aJmS in their hands" From what knowledge of
men or books is this State maJl:im derived? . I defy any of
the learned gentlemen over the way to instance any intes-
tine commotion, from the beginning of the world to tbis
moment, of equal magnitude and maturity with that of
America, where such wild doctrines have been maintained.
In support of directly opposite measutes and policy, without
recurring to etaS very remote, or troubling the Honse with
stale, pedantick researches, I shall beg~leave to remind you
of one or tw.o remarkable precedentsJrom modern history,
where the proudest and most perverse potentates in Christen-
dom have beentaught an humbler ana more rational lesson;
and I mean to hold up in terrorem, their obstinate tyranny,
and the calamities resulting from it, to themselves and their
dominions, that these aliena pericula may serve for beacons
to preserve us from a similar fate.

.About the year 1617, the Bohemians having suffered
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extreme oppression, met in Convention, and set forth their
grievances to the Emperor, (iUatthias;) answer was made,
that nothing had been done on the part of the Court of
Vienna that was contrary to the imperial edicts and resolu-
tions of the States of the empire j certainjudgeswere com-
missioned by the Emperor, as King of Bohemia, to grant
general or particular pardons; but tbese persons having
treated the remonstrants with much harshness and indignity,
were thrown headlong from a two pair of stairs window on
the stone pavement of the castle yard. The Bohemians
then constituted thirty Directors of their nation, and took
up arms, publishing a manifesto to the several Powers of
Europe, in which they maintained the equity of their cause.
An army of thiity thoosand men took the field, under a
great hero of that day, (the name, sir, will probably carry
with it a striking sound to your ear, as a champion for the
liberties of the people,) Count Mandsfelt. Soon after this
civil war broke out, the Emperor gave authority to the Duke
of Bavaria, the Elector of Saxony, the Elector of Metz,
and several other illustrious personages, to negotiate a peace
with the malcontents. Thus much for the punctilious idea
of not condescending to treat with rebels. The difficulty
of the times increased to such a degree the distraction of the
Emperor's mind, already agitated with the pangs of a recent
domestick misfortune, that he resigned altogether the regal
dignity, and soon after died, leaving to his successor a war
of twenty-eight years, one of the most rancorous and bloody
on the records of history. The Bohemians offered their
Crown to the Elector Palatine, (Frederick V.,) ancestor
in a female Jine of our most gracious Sovereign George the
Third, the chief of whose electoral house, the Duke of
Brunswick, hazarded his life and dominions, and actually
lost an arm in upholding the oppressed Bohemians. The
Parliament of England cheerfully voted supplies to main-
tain their revolt, upon a principle worthy the representatives
of a free and generous nation; that tyrannical mandates, a
violation of charter rights, and unconstitutional imposts, had
dissolved the bands of submission from the subject towards
the Sovereign, and left them .at liberty to create a new Gov-
ernment. A regiment of two thousand British soldiers,
among which were many volunteers of the highest birth and
character, embarked on this popular service, under one of
the Vere family, while the Archbishop of Canterbury, con-
vinced of the godliness of their battle, gave them his solemn
and sacred benediction.

Another precedent, in my humble opinion, is well worth
observance, to establish the expediency of treating with in-
'Surgents,though imbodied in the field and bearing arms, may
be found in reading the civil waTS of Hungary, begun about
a century ago, by a violation in the Emperor Leopold of the
laws and prfvileges of that spirited nation, and the inhuman
butchery of those truly patriotick leaders, Counts Serini and
Nadasti. The first notable achievements on the side of the
Emperor, in the field of battle, were performed by a Colonel
Hdster, followed by endeavoors to establish military do-
minion throughout Rungary. This brought on an almost
unanimous revolt of the people. In 1678, an ineffectual
Congress was held for pa.cification between the Hungarians
and their Sovereign ;-conferences-proposals-suspension
of hostilities, without avail, till tbe Emperor making certain
concessions, atruce was agreed to in 1681. The war, how-
ever, was revived the year after, with a printed declaration
tbat Leopold,havingviolated the fundamental laws of the
constitution, \y'asfallen from his throne and authority, and
Emeric, Count Sikeli, elected King of Hungary, to whom,
in a few campaigns, Heister (now become a General) aban-
doned the whole principality of Transylvania. Upon the
death of Leopold, the Empp,ror Joseph made proposals to
the enemy, ;,v-hieh>were rejected. In 1709, severalprisoners
were massacred in cool blood, by both parties; in which
year, a Diet assembled at Presburg, to accommodate mat-
ters between tbe Emperor and the revolters, but that Diet
being composed of the Emperor's partisans only, Ragozzi,
commander of the malcontents, though invited by a safe
conduct, refused to come, and forbade any Hungarians to
repair thither, under pain of being considered as enemies to
their country. The envoys from the Courts of Grwt Brit-
ain and the United Provinces made several fruitless attempts
to mediate a reconciliation. The Imperial Ministers (say
the writers of these transactions) were, in fact, averse from
treaty, hoping to aggrandize themselves by tbe contest, aJ;1d

grow ricll from a confiscation of the estates of tbe Hunga-
rians; however, in 1711, the Court of Vienna found it
expedient to despatch a publick Minister in form to the
Rebel army, as it was called, to negotiate a peace, which
was at length accomplished, after the civil war had raged,
with short intermrssions, for near half a century, with the
destruction of about half a million of subjects; tbe Emperor
stipulating to preserve inviolate,for the future, the rights,
immunities, and liberties of Hungary.

I would observe, upon a yiew of these tragick scenes, that
mankind in the mass of society, are, in all ages and countries,
actuated by nearlythe same passions; and the sameradical
evils in the body politick cause similar convulsions and risk of
dissolution. Without consulting false pretenders to augury;
without preternatural divination, you tUay, sir, perceive a
gloomy series of misfortunes hanging over these realms, fi'om
the progress of our intestine warfare, equal to what befeH
either of those unhappy nations I have just spoken of. For
my part, sir, I own I should be glad to compound for an
issue to our quarrel with the Colonists, as little destructive
to the human species, and as little decisive of the general
destiny of the kingdom, as those civilbroils in Hungary or
Bohemia; but, I fear, a still more awful doom awaits us.

The force and prosperity of every nation depends, in
great measure, on its populousness.

" The Romans," says
a learned author, "destroying others, were at length them-
selves destroyed; continually in action, and embarked on
the most hazardous attempts, they wore o_ut)like a weapon
kept constantly in use." Whoever will duly reflect on the
state and transactions of this our nation, within the last
twenty years,wiJIfindhermuchreducedin numberof inhab-
itants; not only from the efforts of the late war, but from
her extensive maritime and commercial emigrations; her
garrisons and setllements in the remotest and most insane.
corners of the globe; her enterprises (not to say errantry)
in the East Indies, and many debilitating home manufac-
toriesthat administerto the luxuriesof the great,unthought
of in ancient times; neither are we, I believe, at all behind
the heathen world for the waste of debauchery and intem-
perance. In the midst of these various drains, is our little
cholerick island entering upon a war of the most inveterate
nature, and for an unattainable object; a war, that were you
peopledlike the dominionsof China, and disciplinedby the
prolifick morality oftbe primitive disciples of Lycurgus, must
ere long totally annihilate your empire. " Nature," says
MO'lltesquieu, "having made men equal, reason can never
make them dependent, unless where it is necessary to their
happiness." I shall add, that an appeal must ever hold, in
equity, to the common senae of living societies, from the
compacts or institutions of the dead.

Tbus much may of a truth be advanced in favour of the
Americans: Partners with you in the triumphs of a most
glorious foreign war, and in all those national benefits acquired
by your joint exertions and prowess, they stood firmly
cemented to you by affection, as well as consanguinity.
Perhaps, sit., there are deep-founded civilians, whose rules
might have held them justified long ago, in saving their rising
fortunes from your sinking fate, and in an absolute separation
from your dominion, were it only upon that fundamental
principle which ought to govern human societies as well as
individuals-the law of self-preservation. They might, in-
deed, have Ul'geda plea of insanity against the parent country,
whose folly, ambition, and rapaciousness were proceeding
with gigantick strides, year after year, and day after day, for
a Jong time past, to destroy one comnJon stock of happiness,
the joint property of all the members of this distracted em-
pire: neither was such abundant happiness to be found, I
believe, in the lot of any mortal society since the beginning
of the universe. A faction of despots presiding over your
ostensible Government, fitter for the cells of Bedli!m tban
thB efficient Cabinet of a limited monarch, whose sole right
to his diademis a right of electionJi'omthe peopJe,and the
end of that election to guard inviolate the ]iberties and prop-
erties of all his subjects-though the Colonies beheld such
alarming evils, and another dependent country (Ireland)
shamefully trampled upon, suffering injuries and indignities
too numerous and glaring to need a recital-and which
country, by the way, never deserved a Ijke treatment at
your hands, unless to bear it be to deserveit. I say, sir,
though the Americans cJearJy saw these things, it was with
an eye of affliction, and rather with the tear of pity given
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to your publick degeneracy and fascination, than the least
spark of anger: but when you follow en those distant enor-
mities, by bringing home to their own thresholds, the hand
of rapine and tyranny; when you, with a remorseless vio~
lence, were preparing to wrest from them every blessing to
whieh they were unalienably entitled, as British subjects
and fi'eemen, substituting instead a constitution never at-
tempted to be imposed on any spot of Christian earth, but
by a banditti of highwaymen on the heaths of Bagshot or
IIounslow-" Give me your money, 01' I'll blowout your
brains;" then, sir, it was surely high time, if they felt like
men, and like Britons, to act with a spirit of fortitude be-
coming men and becoming Britons. Amidst the refuse of
every numerous community, we of course find some char-
acters marvelously sluggish and abject. From a few of
these did we absmd]y and fallacious]y judge of the majority
of the injured C010nists, till the measure of our oppression
being fun, in a string of diabolica] acts against their charters,
their trade, and very existence, scarce one advocate remained
to us throughout thirteen large Provinces. "There is a
time," says Thomson, (not the Provincia] Colone] of that
nation taken in Canada, but the flower of Scottish poets,
Jemmy Thomson,) "when e'en the slave at heart will
spurn his chains, nor know submission more." That time
you have, with prodigious pains, brought to matui-ity. From
what accursed examples our prevailing system of politicks
is drawn; I am at a loss to discover; I can conceive there
is nothing of a similar complexion midst all the voluptuous
annals of mankind, unless it be met with in the memoirs
of Dionysius, tyrant of Syracllse. Sir, that monster being
determined upon the ruin of a free people of Rcggio, im-
posed on them certain exactions, with which he was per-
suaded they had not the ability to comply--hence he founded
a pretext to invest their ten'itories with a formidable army;
after a gallant and desperate defence, they were reduced to
an unconditional sUl'render. Dionysius then laid their city
in ashes, condemned many of the principal inhabitants to
cruel tortures, and sold the rest for slaves by beat of drum,
to the highest bidder, in a publick market-place. How
happy, sir, would it make that mirror of all good qualities,
our first Lord Commissioner of the Admiralty, were he ap-
pointed drummer at the city of New- York on a like occa-
sian!

To invocate the special interposition of Providence in such
an infernal undertaking as tbe present, is, to my mind, the
most profligate excess of blasphemy; but, however the mer-
cenaries of Government may this day act, I hope the inde-
pendent cOllntry-gentlemeq. will.join with me to implore the
God of clemency, tbat ~ ~ill exorcise this demon of discord
and vio]ence, which has too long inspired our deliberations,
and presided over the publick counsels of every branch of
the British Legis]ature. May that God at length open our
eyes and our hearts to the true interests of our country!

It is a very unf.1ir argument to allege, that the Americans
fight for independency. You must be sensible, sir, that the
only way to straighten a bow is to wrest it with vigour to an
opposite curve. The acts of this Legislature affecting the

Colonists were so warped from rectitude, that their only
chance to recover a right line of justice was by proceeding
to contrary extremities, to announce disunion and absolute
freedom. I approve of the address to his Majesty, recom-
mended by the right honourable member near me, [Lord
John Cavendish,] because 1 think it bids fair to save both
countries fi'om destl'l1ction, and to t'estore perfect concord to
the contending parts of this distracted empire. If you em-
power the Commissioners in Amcrica to propose peace on
equitable conditions; offer to restore their charters, and re-
linquish the unsustainable claim of taxation with a good
gmce-even now, while your armies tigure in the field,
under hitberto triumphant generals-and 1 make no doubt,
but by so ]audable a step, you will obtain fl'Om your Colo-

nies, through your Howcs, as fair and magnanimolls an

answer as that which was sent from the Falerii to the Roman

Senate, b>' the great Camillus: !' The Romans, in having
preferred justice to conquest, ha ve taught us to be satisfied
with submission instead of liberty."

Sir HERI!ERT MACK WORTH pl'Ofessed himself to be one
of the independent country-gentlemen, and declared, he
fi~ared that maHers were much misrepresented; that he did
not like to hear gentlemen so ready to find a plea for the
Americans on every oc-casion, and even when they were
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beat, to hunt after a reasonto show that they could not
avoid it, and tha't some particular circumstances occasioned
it. He said, he was ever most dearly again~t that House
attempting to tax America, as Amcrica was not represented
in that House; but he thought it highly necessaryto main-
tain the right; and that it was but reasonable America
should contribute something in return for the millions she
had cost this country. He spoke highly in favour of some
of the gentlemen in Opposition, but applauded the Ministry;
finally dedaring, that as an ancient Briton, he felt for the
honour of his country, and therefore wished her success;
not but he would be glad that a proper treaty for reconcil-
iation was on foot, and, he owned he cared not whether it
was with Rebels in arms or without them. He was against
the ahlcndment.

The Right Honourab]eT. TowxsHEND. I do not rise,
sir, to discuss,or indeed to take much notice of that hu-
morous paragraph, which the Ministers have thought proper
to insert in his Majesty's speech, calling for the unanimity
of this House, and of the nation at large. I say, his Min-
isters have inserted, because I hope it wiJl still be deemed
parJiamentary to consider the King's speech as the speech
of the Minister,and to hold, that the Minister or Ministers
are answerable for every part of it. I call it humorous, be-
cause it would be ridiculous in anyone to consider it as
serious. We have, thank God, a very witty Minister, and
he has thought proper at this time, when the generality of
the world think this country in a situation that ought to
make the boldest man amongyou tremble, to treat us with
a joke.

It would be doing the composer of the speech great in-
justice to suppose, that he meant in earnest to assume that
we must now be unanimous. If he were, what must be his
logick? Must he not reason thus? Gent]emen, you and an
the world foretold Jast year, that the measures of Adminis-
tration wOlild bring the affairs of Amerzca into the unhappy
state in which we now see them; that they would force the
Amcricans to a declaration of independence;and you urged
those natural consequences as reasons for opposing such
measures. The cunsequence you foretold has happened;
come, then, give us now your confidence, and be unanimous
in your support of the same men, in the prosecution of the
samesystem. To say that the measures of last year did
not tend to this end, seems to me absurd to the last degree.
What did you do by your language in every debate, and by
the provisions of every act that you passed? Did you not
declare them out of your protection ?Did you not put them
in ihe situation, not only of separated States, of France and
Spain for example, but of distinct States, of France and
Spain, at open war with you? Did you; e,'en in your acts
of Parliament, so much as affect to distinguish between the
innocent and the guilty? -

In this situation, Ministers think proper to trifle and to
joke with the House. I never saw such a scene on the first
day of a session, in a most impO/'tant hour, as I have seen
to-nay. Ministers do not think themselves bound to attend,
or to give answers to the questions that have been put to them
by many respectable gentlemen to, day: nay, they do not
even preserve the least appearance of attention; they do
not keep their seats, they walk about the HOllse, or out of
the House. I really thought same time ago, that the Min-
ister in the blue ribbon had left the House entire]y, and
meant to depute the care of the division to his clerks and
secretaries,who might afterwards report the numbers to him
at his own house. Such a treatment, I believe, a House of
ParJiament never experienced at any time, at least not at
so important a period; a period, when we may possibly
have reason to expect, that before many months are over
our heads, this country may be in as "melancholy a situa-
tion, a state of as much confusion and desolation as now
prevails in America, in conseqoence of our past measures.

1 will now venture to put a few questions to the Admin-
istration, though I do not very weJl know why I should, as
they have not thought proper to answer questions, perhaps,
much more pertinent; I am sure, much better stated from
other honourable gentlemen, who have as good a right to
expect answers as any men who ever sat here. I believe
it never happened, that on the first day of the session,after
a long recess,and at a most alarming crisis,a debate had
lasted so long a time, and reached this hour of the evening,
without a word having fallen from anyone officially quali.

63
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fied to give satisfactory answers upon the situation of pubJick
affairs.

I must ask, then, what means that part of the speech,
which tel\s us, that al\ the Powers of Europe are in amity
with us, but that we must put our forces in a respectable
state? Is not France arming? Is not Spain armed? Has
not the former called for the registered seamen? Has she
not swept her coasts by a press? Does there remain even
a fisherman on the coast opposite to us, fit for the King's
service, who is not marching, or under orders to march to
Brest? Has she not an equipment at Brest ready to sail?
Have we not pressed, and are we not putting a Aeet of men-
of-war into commission? I have been told that the Court
of France have been asked the reason of their arming, amI
that the answer our Court received was, that we were armed
ourselves, and in so formidable a state, that we should im-
mediately subdue America, and that they were jealous, that
in the career of our glory we should fall upon them. If that
is true, I must suppose the Ministet' of France to have been
in as facetious a humour when he sent that answer, as Ollr
Minister was, when he composed that part of his Majesty's
speech, which assumes, that we must be unanimous in this
day's debate. I must confess, that till I receive a little sat-
isfaction upon these points, I shall continue to think this
country in the most perilous situation it ever experienced.
When I consider our army in England, our army in Ireland,
what are the numbers, and of what raw men they are com-
posed, lawn, I tremble. Surely our Militia alone, in its
present condition, is not to be trusted as the only defence of
this country. It is not like what it was during the last war.
The Militia marched out from their counties, regiment by
regiment, according to the state of their discipline, and their
fitness to take the field. They had had the assistance of
two or three officers from the Army, to assist in training
each separate battalion. Now, they will be cal\ed out all
at once, and without these assistances. Add to this, that,
without any reflection upon the present gentlemen who bear
commissions in the Militia, they have not a third or a fourth
part of the weight and property among them, that they had
during the WRr. Now, sir, as those essential qualities in
officering a Militia are not counterbalanced by the least
superiority in military skill, that body of men are, in my
opinion, not by any means so much to be depended upon.

As to the state of the Navy, we have heard much upon
it from gentlemen much better qualified to speak upon it
than myseJf. But there are one or two very striking fea-
tures in it, that difter much from what we saw last war.
We had twe]ve or thirteen thousand Americans in our
Navy. It is unnece£sary to say where they are now.
They are making reprisals upon our defenceless trade. I
hope they have made more prizes than the French and
Spaniards did in all the last war in those seas. We have
besides, I understand, about fifteen thousand seamen in our
fleet in America. What a draught from the general naval
force of this country! We ha\'e, as you are told, a very
fine fleet of ships-of-the-line: but can ships-of-tbe-line pro-
tect your trade, or alone prevent an invasion? Where are
your frigates and sloops? Almost all in America. I have
been told, and from the best authority, by men who sat
many years at the. Board of Admiralty, with, perhaps, the
greatest officer this country ever saw at the head of its
Navy, that in times of an apprehended invasion, fifty, sixty,
seventy of these frigates and sloops were constantly and
necessarily employed. What proportion of them can you
now command?

In the last war, the French bad other objects to think of,
besides an invasion of these islands. You had an army in
Germany, that held at bay, and found ample work for one
hundred and fifty thousand of the best troops in France.
What chance have we now of such a diversion of their
force? 'l'hey seem to me to have before them, the full
choice of every circumstance that a nation can wish for,
that have a COnstantrival, and almost as constant an enemy
to deal with. They may choose the scene, the mode, and,
if I may use the expression, the degree of war they please.

The fleet of Spain may sail to America, while the troops
and Aeet of France may either threaten or attack this coun-
try. If they march their troops down to the coast, which
they may do without the least inconvenience to themselves,
if their men-of-war only ride at anchor in the road of Brest,
it will be sufficient to strike almost a fatal blow to the credit

of this country, at the same time that your Aeet in America
will be at the mercy of the Spaniards. For, as it has been
already said, wbat can my Lord Howe's frigates do against
ten or twelve men-of-war of the line?

The disputes and hostilities between Spain and Portugal
are hinted at in the speech. If that diffi~renceproceeds to
an open rupture, if France and Spain jointly, or either of
them separately, attack that country, we are bound by treaty
to assist Portugal with considerable succours by sea ,ind
land. The commerce of this country with Portugal bas
been always looked upon as an object of importance; it
may be something less beneficial now than it llsed to be,
but still it is of great moment to us. Can you in your pres-
ent situation protect it? Can you perform your engage-
ments, and attempt to prevent that country from becoming
a Province of Spain? What a figure will this country
make, if it is obJiged to declare in the face of all Europe,
that it is not in a condition to fulfill its treaties, (a disgrace
which never before stained the annals of this country 1) and
to suffer Portugal, once the source of a trade extretne1y
beneficial to us, to be Q\'errun by the Princes of the House
of Bourbon, and perhaps to become a-Province oeSpain.

Sir, this picture is too disagreeable for me to wish to dwell
upon it. I am afraid it is not overcharged. If it is, I shall
be glad to be convinced of it.

Before I sit down, I must beg leave, sir, to take notice of
a few words that fen from the worthy member who spoke
last. He spoke long and well. I have not equal pretension
or inclination to take up as much of your time. He used
much argument, and certainly no declamation, as he pro-
scrihed and forbirl it in others. He threw out a sort of a
challenge: do not declaim, but show me, when this House
has inAicted any hardship upon America. I must recom-
mend to the gentleman to take one or two of the volumes
of statutes of the last two years, and peruse them. He will
find them full of such laws as nev~r made a part of any
statute-book before. He will find, that we have put the
Colonies totally out of our protection: that we have forbid
them the exercise of any trade but that of arms, and have
by those means forced them to take up those arms and use
them against ourselves: that we professed to involve the
innocent subjects of America with the guilty: that our
restrictions did not only deprive them of trade but even of
food. In this sitUation we are to wonder a.t their declaring
themse1\'es independent.

Sir, the worthy member has likewiseaCC1,]sedsombQdy of
taking every opportunity of extolling the bravery and conduct
of the American troops and.officers, and at the same time of
wantonly and injuriously censur~g.he behaviour of our own
officers and troops. I do not know at whom. he means to
point. I do not feel myself liable to this charge As to
the aft:1irof Long-Island, as the action happened, I am glad
to find it attended with so little loss on the side of General
Rowe. I own I am wicked enough to wish that fewer
Americans had falle.n. There are disagreeable reports upon
that subject. I do not know enQughof the subject to speak
with certainty, but I hope the Ministers win be able to con-
vince us, that it is not true, that fourteen or fifteen hundred
of them were killed in cold blood. When I came to town
the day the news came, I heard that fact asserted with ex-
ultation, avowed and justified. Afterwards, I heard it upon
a little cooler reAection, palliated and accounted and apolo-
gized for: I understand that to-day it will be denied. As I
do not pretend to be certain of the fact, I win not even
hint at the body of troops,by which it is supposed to have
been committed.

I have never been disposed to make free with the charac-
ters of officers absent and upon service. I am sure, I am
not one of those who have cast those reflections, alluded to
by an honourable gentleman behind me, upon the conduct
of Sir Peter Parker. I have always heard him reckoned
an able officer; he has uhdoubtedly, in the aft:1irof Sulli~
van's Island, shown himself a brave man. It is impossible
for one so i!1norantof naval affairs as I am, to judge of theo .
propriety of the attack. But where IS the char!lcter of
General Clinton? as amiable and respectable a man, and
as gallant and enterprising an office~ as any in the service.
And yet, judgment formed by mankmd from the accounts
published hy Government is not in his favour. He appears,
by their accounts, to have been nineteen days OIl Long-
Island, before he found out the channel was seven feet deep
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instead of eighteen inches. General Clinton in the last war gentleman over the way, [Mr. TownshenJ,] lest it may go
attached himself to the hereditary prince of Brunswick, a forth, that I neglected my duty in this House, as a member
service, that would not have been chosen by a man, that or a Minister; lest, sir, an absence of ten minutes, on a
had not the spirit of enterprise. In such a school he was pressing call of business in the course of a debate, which
not likely to learn to hesitate, or to decline any fatigue 01' will probably continue fourteen hours, should be represented
danger, by which the service, upon which he was ordered, as an open desertion of my post, in the moment of danger
might be advanced. Nor did he deviate from his former and difficulty. I may, sir, be deficient in many respects,
conduct upon this occasion: though the accounts that have but of all wants I never imagined that a want of respect,
been published and the reports spread by every member of diligence as a member, or attention to this House, would
Government may have drawn upon bim the censure of un- have swelled the long catalogue. I am yet to learn, that
tbinking men. Sir, I have seen such accounts, as authorize the behaviour of a member, relative to these personal
me to say, that he examined the channel or ford, as it has minutia, was ever esteemed a fit object of parliamentary
been erroneously called, the day he landed, and that he sent animadversion, or matter sufficiently important to incur
an account of it to the Commodore, He sounded it with publicl{ reprehension. I have, it is true, been absent about
his own person as far as he could. If I advance what is ten minutes, upon a pressing call of business, and am now
ill-founded, let me be contradicted. But I am confident no returned to my seat. This, sit', is the atrocious crime I have
man can contradict me. If I am right, how injuriously he committed. This it is that has furnished the right honour-
has been treated! The worthy member exclaims with pro- able gentleman who spoke last.with so happy an opportunity
priety against liberties taken with the characters of absent of displaying his talents. I trust, however, that I shaHhave
officers, but let him remember the quarter from whence the the justice done me, to allow that there is no member in this
injury comes, and direct his censure accordingly. House longer keeps his place, I mean my place in Parlia-

There is, I think, one part of the speech which mentions ment, or attends with greater patience and resigna.tion, the
a discovery of the original designs of the leaders of the whole length of a tedious debate, than I do.
Americans. In God's name, who made them learlers? It has been morc than once objected this night, that I have
How came they to be so? If you force men together by since the commencement of the present troubles, held back
oppression, they wiH form into bodies, and choose leaders. such information as became necessary for you to know, in
Mr. Hancock was a merchant of credit and opulence when order the better to be able to decide lJpon measures proper
this unhappy business first broke out. Men in that kind of to be pursued, relative to America. Nothing can be more
situation are not very prone to a change of Government. unjust and ill-founded tban this charge. I have been ready
I think I have sometimes heard a few old women say, that at all times to communicate every possible information that
the civil war of the. last century was originally contrived by could be given with safety: I repeat with safety, because
Cromwell; that the first opposition to Charles I., was begun the very bad and mischievous consequences of disclosing
ionorder to advance Cromwell to the Protectorship. It is a the full contents of letters, with the writers' names, has been
sagacity and penetration of the same kind that has now already severely proved, and would, in the present sitl.\atiotl
happily discovered the original views of those who now are of affairs, not only be impolitick, but might be to the last
the leaders of the ,Americans. degree dangerous, if not fatal, to the persons immediately

Some gentlemen have been jocular upon the ribbons and concerned.
other honours conferred by the Congress. They have, Several honourable gentlemen on the other side have pro-
however, hardly distributed honours with a less sparing posed questions which I think an attentive perusal of th~
hand than the Ministers have done. I believe, since the speech would have prevented them from putting to me.
good days of King James I., there never was so great a pro- His Majesty says he has received assurances of amity from
fusion of honours, as within this half year. I beg pardon the several Courts of Europe; yet he has thought it neces~
for the expression of profusion, it conveys an improper idea, sary to prepare himself against any sudden attack. The
and I wish to recall it. It is not a profusion; it is a happy assertion is, I contend, strictly true; I am answerable for its
increase of merit in these times, which called for certainly veracity; for I advised, in concert with the rest of his
a much larger distribution of honours than has been known Majesty's servants, the passage now objected to. His Majesty
in the memory of man. One Gazette announced no less has received those assurances; but he has not thought it
than two-and-fifty honours conferred in Ireland. The great prudent entirely to trust and rely on their contents.
seals of England and Ireland have been set to six-and-forty It is well known that Spain and Portugal have been for
patents of peerage within these few montbs. Some of them, the last year on the point of differing about the frontiers of
I believe, supposed not to be quite consistent with the Act the Brazils. It is equaJly true, that his Majesty has inter~
of Union. I would not be supposed to look with an evil posed his good offices as a mediator, and endeavoured to
eye at any marks of fa\'our shown to the Peers of Scotland; accommodate the dispute. This interposition, at present,
I do not enter into that question; it is matter for the de- promises to terminate happily, and to the satisfaction of both
cision of another assembly. J wish the Scotch peerage parties; it is, however, impossible fo tell what turn the affair
upon a much better footing. I should see with p1easure may take, or venture at all to be responsible for the event
five-and-twenty or thirty British peerages conferred upon of such a negotiation.
the peers of that kingdom, provided we could get rid of the From the present assurances of t\Ie Court of France, and
election of the sixteen. 1 respect many of the present stronger cannot be desired, we have every reason to be satis.
sixt.een, and should willingly see them included in such a fied of their pacifick intentions; should it nevertheless prove
promotion. But their present condition is not a desirable otherwise, I can venture to affirm, and from my own know-
one. I believe there is not a man in that part of the United ledge to assure this House, that we are prepared for the WQrst,
Kingdo~, who does n?t~gree with me in thi,sopinion. and tha.t ollr preparations have been s~1Ch.as to e[Jable us to

But, SIr, I am devIatmg from the question before us; cope \\11th any enemy who may be mclmed to molest us.
though I believe I may plead precedent for it, the first day It has been said, that we are stripped of our home naval
of a session being usually looked upon as a day of general defence; that though we should procure seamen, and have
conversation. I have now only to return thanks to the a sufficient number of line-of-b,attleships ready for sea, the
House for their indulgence to me. absence of our frigates would prevent us, for some time, a.t

I rose for the purpose of asking the few questions which least, from carrying on any effectual naval operations. To
I have ventured to submit to those, who in other times would tbis, a very short answer will suffice: we have several frig-
have been thought under some degree of necessity of an- ates at home; there are some building; and if it were not
swering them. I shall not be much surprised to find my so, we could procure a sufficient numBer to answer every
questions treated as those offered by other gentleman have purpose we want, or wish at present to effect.
been. However, if I can procure a satisfactory answer to Th(J armament going on in France, which has been this
them, I shall think myself amply repaid for the troub1e I night so mightily magnified, is but a small one. I mean
have taken to state them. comparatively, with what we are able to send to sea, at a

Lord NORTH. I think it proper to deliver my sentiments short warning; it consists of six ships of the line and four
thus eady, because should [defer my intention for only half friO"ates. They are, it is true, putting their Navy On a re-
an hour long~r, the House may probabJy forget oneDf my sp~ctable footing; they have made a demand on the regis-
prime inducemeniS for rising to trouble you. It is, sir, to tel's. These preparations impolt nothing directly hostile;
meet the charge made against me by the right honourable their assurances of their pacifick disposition towards us are

""
.
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as strong as words can make them: butI repeat once more,
that his Majesty's Ministers have thought proper to advise
him to the present armament, by way of precaution.

Two or three honourable gentlemen on the other side have
charged me with stuffin~ the speech with wit and humour,
hypocrisy, deceit, and absurdity; some on account of the
word" unanimity;" others for the foJlowing passage: "My
desire is to restore to them (the people of America) the
blessings of law and liberty." Now, I see no wit or
humour in either of the passages aJiuded to, but the plainest
deductions of plain reasoning and common sense. By una-
nimity, it cannot be supposed was meant a total union of
sentiment, on every side of the House; it conld hardly be
imagined or expected; it meant great and decisive majorities,
minorities consisting, perhaps, of thirty or forty members.
As to the hypocrisy charged on that other passage, wherein
his Majesty expresses his desire to restore bis subjects
to law and liberty, that I think js, if possible, worse
founded; instead of being absurd or hypocritical, I am of
opinion it is supported by fact, and as sound logick as tbe
English language is capable of conveying. Is not law and
liberty Bed (!'OmAmerica? Can it be said so of this coun-
try? The debate of this day bas fu]Jy proved it cannot;
and I beg leave to remind the gentlemen, who have in the
course of the present evening thrown so many reflections
upon Administration, that they would soon find the difference
of the two countries, had tbey dared to make so free with
the Congress. I cannot, however, but applaud the spirit
wbich bas dictated those severities: I am pleased with that
spirit of inquiry whicb has manifested itself, though it be
a licentious spirit; and I wish it to continue, though I am
destined to be the object of attack.

1 beg pardon of the House for taking up so much of their
time, but I wish them to recoHect, that much the greater
part of it \Vastaken up in replying to questions and explana-
tions, I thought it my duty to answer and give. I cannot
a~ree with the amendment proposed, because it desires his
Majesty to set on foot a tedious inquiry to no purpose; to
procrastinate events which in all probability will soon be
produced, and render fr'uitless every favourable operation
which hath already taken place. It has always been my
wish, and that of every other servant of the King, to bring
matters to as early an issue, and with as liule bloodshed as
possible; to use tbe present successes and victory, if it were
gained, with prudence and moderation, and rather as a
means of cementing a lasting unity and amity, than as ob-
jects of triumph, Ot' instruments for forging the chains of
slavery, or excuses for tyranny or oppression.

He appealed to his own conciliatory motion, that recon-
ciliation had constantly been his object. He asserted, that
that motion held out to the Colonies a proposal, or proposi-
tion, that they should raise among themselves a certain, or
such a proportionate sum, as should be settled and agreed
upon betweenGreat Britain and them; and that in future,
they should never be further taxed but when we were.

Colonel BARREobserved, that the right honourable gen-
tleman who spoke last but one, was wrong in stating that
the noble Lord did not pay sufficient attention to the House;
that the noble Lord certainly did very regularly attend, and
was in general ready to answer the questions put to him.
That he answered them satisfactorily, he would not say; but
he generally answered them. There was one question which
had been put in the course of the debate-a question of the

first consequence, of the most serious importance-to which
the noble Lord had wholly neglected to speak. In order to
give him an opportunity of speaking to it, he would there-
fore then put it, and sit down, without proceeding fiuther,
that the noble Lmd might give tbe House tbat satisfaction
which he doubted not many of them wisbed to receive.
The question was, "What powers were General and Lord
Howe invested with, as his Majesty's Commissioners to treat
witb America 1" .

Lord NORTlI immediateJy said, that their commission had
latelybeenpublishedin the Gazette, and that nothing rela-
tive to the businesshad been concealed. His Lordsbip read
part of the commission, and said he knew of nothing more, un-
less indeed some direction relative to prisoners.

Colonel BARRE again rose, and pulling a paper out of his
pocket, declared he bad in bis hand an account of what
passed at a conference between Lieutenant-Colonel Patter-
son and General Washington, when Colonel Patterson was

despatched with General and Lord Howe's Jetter; that the
account was printed in America, but that it bore evident
marks of authenticity, altbough indeed it did not come
directly to his hands; for he could positively say, tbat no
letter directed to bim, and sent from America, ever reached
him, He commented on the account in. bis band, declaring
his high esteem for Colonel Patterson, witb whom he had
tbe happiness to be acquainted, and asserting, that he was a
man of the first bonour in the service. He said, tbe account
he was going to read did Colonel Patterson infinite credit.

He then read the following paper, from the New- York
Gazette of the 5th of August:

"The followingis an exact state of what passed at the
interview between his Excellency General Washington and
Colonel Patterson, Adjutant-General of the Army under
General Rowe, July 20, 1776:

" After usual compliments, in which, as well as through
the whole conversation, Colonel Patterson addressed Gen-
eral Washington by the title of Excellency, Colonel Pat-
terson entered upon the business by saying, that General
Howe mucb regretted the difficulties which bad arisen re-
specting the address of tbe letters to General Washington;
that it was deemed consistent with propriety, and founded
upon precedents of the like nature by ambassadors and
plenipotentiaries where disputes or difficulties of rank had
arisen; that General TYashingtonmight recollect he had,
Jast summer, addressed a letter to General Howe, to the
Honourable William Howe, Esq.; that Lord Howe and
Genet'alRowe did not Oleanto derogate from the respect or
rank of General Washington; that they held his personand
character in the highest esteem; that the direction, with the
addition, &c., &c., &c., implied every thing tbat ought to
follow. He then produced a letter which he did not directly
offer to GeneN11.Washington, but observed, tbat it was the
same letter which had been sent, and laid it on tbe table,
with the superscription to George Washington, &c., &c., &c.
The General declined the letter, and said, that a letter
directed to a person in a publick character, should have
some description or indication of it, otherwise it would
appear a mere private letter'; that it was true the &c., &c.,

&c" implied every tbing, and tbey also implied any thing;
that tbe letter to General Howe alluded to, was an answer
to one received under a like address from him, which the
officer on duty having taken, he did not think proper to
return, but answered it in the same mode of address; that
be shouldabsolute]y decline any letter directed to him as a
private pcrson, when it related to his publick station. Col-
onel Patterson then said, that General FIowe would not
urge his delicacy any further, and repeated bis assertions,
that no failure of respect was intended. He then said, that
he would endeavour, as well as hecQuJd, to recollect Gen-
eralHowe's sentiments on tbe letter and resolves of Con-
gress, sent him a few days before, respecting the treatment
of our prisoners in Canada, and that the affairs of Canada
were in another department, not subject to tbe control of
General Howe, but that he and Lord ~Howeutterly disap-
proved of every infringement of the rights of humanity.
Colonel Patterson then took a paper out of his pocket,
and, after looking it over, said, he had expressed nearly the
words. General Washington then said, that be had also
forwarded a copy of the resolves to General Burgoyne.
To which Colonel Patterson replied, he did not doubt a
proper attention would be paid to them, and tbat be (Gen-
eral Washington) was sensible, that cruelty was not the
characteristick o( tbe British nation. Colonel Patterson
then proceeded to say, he had it in cbarge to mention the
case of General Prescot, who, they wcre informed, was
treated with such rigour, that, under his age and infirmities,
fatal consequences might be apprehended.

"General Washington replied, tbat General Prescot's
treatment had not fallen under bis notice; that the persons
under his particular direction, he had treated with kindness,
and made their situation as easyand comfortable as possible;
that he did not know where (Jeneral Prescot was, but
believed his treatment was different £i'om tbeir information.
General Washington then mentioned the case of Colonel
Allen, and the officers who had been cononed in Bos-
ton jail. As to the 6rst, Colonel Patterson answered, that
General Howe had no knowledge of it, but by intormation
from General Washington,and that the Canadadepartnlent
was not under his direction or control; that as to the other
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prisoners at Boston, whenever the state of the Army at
Boston admitted it, they were treated with humanity and
even indulgence; that he asserted this upon his honoul', and
should be happy in an opportunity to prove it.

"General Washin~ton then obsenred, that the conduct
of several of the offic';;rs would well have warranted a differ-
ent treatment from what they had received; some having
refused to give any parole, and others having broke it when
given, by escaping, or endeavouring so to do. Colonel
Patterson ans\vered, that as to the first, they misunderstood
the matter very much, and seemed to have mistook the line
of propriety exceedingly; and as to the latter, General Howe
utterly disapproved and condemned their conduct.

"
That if a remonstrance was made, such violations of good

faith would be severely punished; but that he hoped Gen-
eral Washington was too just to draw publick inferences
from the misbehaviour of some private individuals; that bad
men were to be found in every class and society; and such
behaviour was considered as a dishonour to the British
Army. Colonel Patterson then proceeded to say, that the
goodness and benevolence of the King had induced him to
appoint Lord Howe and General Howe his Commissioners
to accommodate this unhappy dispute; that they had great
powers, and would derive the greatest pleasure from effect-
ing an accommodation; and tbat he (Colonel Patterson)
wished to have this visit considered as making the first
advances to this desirable object. General Washington
replied, he was not vested with any powers on this subject,
by those from whom he derived bis authority and power.
But from what had appeared and transpired on this head,
Lord Howe and General Howe were only to grant pardons;
that those who had committed no fault, wanted no pardon;
that we were only defending what we deemed our indispu-
table right. Colonel Patterson said, that would open a very
wide field for argument. He then expres:~d his apprehen-
sions that an adherence to forms was likely to obstruct busi-
ness of the greatest moment and concern.

" He then observed, that a proposal had been formerly
made of exchanging Governour Skene for Mr. Lovell; that
he now had authority to accede to that proposal. General
Washington replied, that the proposition had been made by
the direction of Congress, and having been then rejected,
he could not now renew the business, or give any answer,
till he had previously communicated it to them.

" Colonel Pattcrson behaved with the greatest attention
and politeness during the whole business, expressed strong
acknowledgments that the usual ceremony of blinding his
eyes had. been dispensed with. At the breaking up of the
conference, General Washington strongly invited him to par-
take of a small colJation provided for him, which he politely
declined, alleging his late breakfast, and an impatience to
return to GenerallIowe, though he had not executed his
commission so amply as he wished. Finding he did not
propose staying, he was introduced to the General Officers,
aftel" which he took his leave, and was safely conducted to
his own boat, which waited for him about four miles distant
from the city.

"Made publick by order of Congress:
"JOHN HANCOCK,President."

Colonel BARRE demanded of the Ministers why some
account of this matter had not been given the publick
through the channel of the London Gazette? He said, it
was that scandalous concealment of intelligence from the
pub]ick which roused his warmth; that from the account
he had just read it was plain the Ministers had been bold
enough to break through an act of Parliament, for in that
very House the act bad passed but last session limiting the
powers of the Commissioners sent to America, and render-
ing their commission altogether ineffectual. That he should

. have applauded them for their spirit in daring to violate the
law, had the violation produced a salutary effect. That he
had last year told them what would be the consequence of
tbeir sending such Commissioners under such an act of Par-
liament; that he had advised them to send a trumpet from
camp to camp, previous to any action; that the House, he
was proud to say, had approved of that advice, and that he
was sure it would have been more effectual than a ridiculous
attempt at a treaty, overlaid by absurd forms and idle punc-
tilio. He turned from this to what he called another im-
portant subject, the tremendous appearance of a war in

Europe, and told the House in a most peremptory tone, that
a war of the most serious kind threatened this country, a
war from the united Powers of France and Spain. That
the attack would shortly be made, and made within the
hearinO'of those who then sat in the House. A laugharising
from the opposite benches, the Colonel observed with some
warmth, "Gentlemen may laugh,but l dare aver, tbat those
who laugh now will, in the moment of danger, be lying, in
tears, on their backs, like cowards." He then declared, tbat
France was full two months beforehand with us in prepara-
tion, that we were, in fact, defenceless, unable to make any
resistance should she soon beO'in; that the noble Lord shifted
his ground so often that th~re was no dependence on his
inforrr.ation; that even now he had said, he relied on the
present assurances of tbe pacifick intentions of France, but
that he did not know how:;oon she might alter her inten-
tion.

Lord NORTHdeclared, that he firmly belie~'ed the Court
of Versailles: but as he was no prophet, he would not
answer for events six months hence. He complained of
having his words watched, and thrown perpetually in his
teeth.

Colonel BARREdeclared he ever would watch the Min-
.ister; that it was extraordinary indeed, if the noble Lord
high in office, and the ostensible Minister, expected his
wOl'dswould not be watched; he protested he would con-
tinue to watch him, and report his words on every fit occa-
s ion. The Minister of this country, he said, ought always
to have information sufficient of what the French were about
to undertake to pl'Omisefor six months; if he could not, his
neck ought to be brought to the block. The situation of tbe
affairs of this country, he said, was awful, alarming, and tre-
mendous: he spoke it, he said, with fear and trembling, but
this country seemed to be near the crisis of her fate; h~ ad-
vised the Treasury-bench, therefore, to look about them, and
as there was one question which demanded an immediate
answer, he would then put it: "Had the King's Ministers
information of a particular species of armament preparing by
the French in those ports of France which were immediately
opposite and nearest to this kingdom?" The question, he
trusted, was clear and comprehensive. He put it roundly,
and it required immediate explanation. If it was not an-
swered, the silence of the Ministry would operate in his
mind as fu)]y as any answel' they could give; if they had
not the necessary information, they were not fit for their
posts, and ought to hold them no IQnger. He entered into
the state of our naval power, summing up the number of
men-of-war in QUI'ports, and the guard-ships, which he de-
clared had none of them their complement of men on board,
although the noble Lord had said they were nearly manned.
[Here he was again interrupted, Lord North having said
partly manned.] He asserted that we were by no means a
match for the united force of France and Spain. He
recommended to the Ministry at any rate to make up mat-
ters with America; he observed we had in the last war
twelve thousand seamen from America, who would now,
should Fmnce attack us, be fighting against us; tbat all the
useful part of our Navy was on the coasts of America; in
fact, that matters were so bad, that unavoidable ruin hov-
ered over this devoted country. Recall, therefore, he said,
your fleets and armies from America, and leave the brave
Colonists to the enjoyment of their liberty. [This created
a louder laugh tban the former alliong the occupiers of the
several official benches; which irritated the Colonel so much
that he reprehended the Treasury-bench in terms of great
asperity; be arraigned them with a want of manners, and
declared, he thought professed courtiers had been better
bred.] He then again denounced Vengeance, and, after a
thousand repetitions of the danger of our present situation,
he bid the Ministry appoint proper officers; tbe fleet, he
said, ought to be commanded by a brave man then in the
House, an Admiral who had once already saved his country;.
the Admiral he meant was his.honourable friend near him,
Admiral Keppel. He said he knew he was ont of order in
naming a member, but on such an occasion he thought him-
self justified in mentioning so brave an.officer.

At length, having held up a most tremendous picture of
impending mischief to his counll'y, he repeated his question
to tbe Treasury-bench, and sat down, deploring the infatu-
ation of Government, and asserting that a majority of votes
in that House would never conquer France and Spain
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however they might procure the Minister a momentary tri-
umph, and make him a welcome guest at St. James's.

Admiral KEPPEL said, that things had an extreme
disagreeable appearance. He asserted, fi'om the most
authentick information, that Spain had twenty-five ships-
of-the-line, but believed them to be ill-manned with marines.
In respect to France, it was otherwise. Theil' registers
commanded seamen, and their military force was known to
be sufficient to furnish any number of men they might want
to serve on board their ships-of-war. 'He concluded with
lamenting, in case of a rupture with France 01' Spain, the
absence of that useful and necessary part of our naval force,
our frigates and sloops-of-war.

Lord GEORGE GERMAINE. I rise to explain a few cir-
cumstances which have been demanded for information; I
shall give all the satisfaction in my power, not speaking
from notes. Relative to the state of our armament, the
right honourable gentleman is much mistaken in saying the
twenty-three ships are not half manned. They want, sir,
only fifteen hundred men of their full complement, and
twelve are fully manned: so that there are no reasons for
those numerous and great apprehensions which the right
honourable gentleman has stated so largely. As to the
propositions which General Howe made to General Wash-,
ington, they prove clearly, as the Americans themselves
state the matter, that General Howe was eager for the means
of peace and conciliation; but Washington against them.
However, General Howe will doubtless be able to put .J.Vew-
York at the mercy of the King; after which, the Legis]a_
ture will be restored, and an opportunity will thereby be
given for the well-affected to declare themselves, who are
ready to make propersubrnission. Sir Peter Parker's ex-
pedition failed, from arriving too late; I am not answerable
for its success,for it was planned before I came into the
office. I had assurances from Lord Cornwallis and Gen-
eral Clinton of this, that had not unavoidable delays hap-
pened, the force would have proved sufficient. The'conduct
of the WI}!' in Canada also has been reprobated for want of
boats; all possible expedition has been used in building
them, but it has taken longer time tban 1 expected, and the
embarking upon the lake has necessarily been delayed be-
yond the time intended. 1 am further asked, what are the
numbers of the armies in America? Sir, the number of
that under General Howe is twenty-five thousand, and he
will be reinforced by five thousand more, which are near
the American coast. by this time. He has besides about
two thousand Provincials, and will probably have more.
The Army in Canada is eleven thousand, and perhaps three
or four hundred, which is the full complement for that de-
partment, if not a little more. There has been no cartel
settled. There can be nQne; but the commanders in chief
have agreed upon an exchange of some prisoners, man for
man. Another question is, whether Administration knows
any thing of particular preparations on the coast of France?
I have asked the noble Lord by me, [Lord North,] and he
knows nothing of any such-nothing further than what is
necessary for conducting the registered seamen to Brest-
nor have I any iutelIigence of that sort. And now, sir,
having replied to these queries, permit me to make one
remark on the Houseof Bourbon's supposed design of assist-
ing the Americans by going to war with us. 1 can give no
credit to this idea, ana my reason is, because it would be
manifestly against their interest. How well do you suppose
would those countries like to have the spirit of independence
cross the Atlantick? Would they not fear that their own
Colonists would catch fire at the unlimited rights of man-
kind,-would they not like that language better than digging
gold? And wouldnot there arise great danger from power-
ful independent States being so near them, freed from all
control from Europe? I cannot believe, sir, that they would
be so blind to their own interests.

Mr. Fox said, that every circumstance that had f,lJlen out
in America, was one aggregate proof, that Opposition had
been right last session in everyone of their prophecies, and
in every motive they had laid down as the causeof their
conduct: that nothing could be so farcical as caJling for
unanimity in approving measures, because those measures
had been uniformJy attended with the mischiefs that had
been predicted: that instead of applause and approbation,
Administration deserved nothing but reproach-for having
brought the Americam into such a situation, that it was

impossible for them to pursue any other conduct than what
they had pursued.

He went into the independence declared by America.
The Americans had done no mOre than tbe English had
done against James the II. When James went out of tbe
kingdom, the English declared the throne to he abdicated,
and chose another King. When the late severe laws were
passed against the Americans, they were thrown into anar-
chy; they declared we had abdicated the Government, and
therefore they were at liberty to choose a Government for
themselves.

He was astonished at the sense which the noble Lord in
the blue ribbon put upon his conciliatory motion. He
affirmed, that the motion contained no such proposition as
that now asserted by the noble Lord, nor could such a con-
struction be put upon any words in the motion. He desired
the motion might be read. It was read, as follows:

"
February ~7, 1775.-Resolved, That when the Gov-

ernour, Council, and Asse~bly, or General CO~lI'tof any of
his Majesty's Provinces or Colonies inAmerica, shall pro-
pose to make provision, according to the condition, circum-
stances, and situation of such.. Province or Colony, for
contributing their proportion to the common defence, (such
proportionto be raised under the authority of the General
Court, or General Assembly of snch Province or Colony,
and disposable by Parliament,) and shall engage to make
provision also for the support of the civil Government and
the administration of justice, in such Province or Colony, it
wil1 be proper, if such proposal shall be approved by his
Majesty and the two Houses of Parliament, and for so long
as such provision shall be made, accordingly, to forbear, in
respect of such Province or Colony, to levy any duty, tax,
or assessment, or to impose any further duty, tax, or assess-
ment, except only such duties as it maybe expedient to
continue to levy or to impose for the regulation of com-
merce; tbe net produceof the duties last mentioned to be
carried to the account of such Province or ColQny respect-
ively."

:
Well, sir, is it not clear, that no such proposition was held

out by the motion? and is it not extraordinary, that every
body shou]d understand the motion, but the author of it?
As to the noble Lord who spoke last, priding himself on a
Legislature being reestablished in New- York, it is the high-
est absurdity. Who can suppose, that with an army of
thirty thousand men tbere, a Legislature will not be found
that shall express just that species of law and liberty which
the other noble Lord wishes to establish in America, and
which Kings may natural1y be supposed to wish to flow
from popular assemblies. Sir, it has been very well said,
that the speech is an hypocriticalone; and in truth there is
not a little hypocrisy in supposing, that a King, (I except
his present Majesty,who real1y loves liberty;) but that a
common King should be solicitous to establish any thing
that depended on a popular assembly. Kings, sir, govem
by means of popular assemblies, only because they cannot
do without them; to suppose a King fond of that mode of
gO\'erning, is to suppose a cbimera. It cannot exist. It is
contrary to the nature of things; and it is hypocrisy to
advance it.

But, sir, if tbis happy time of law and liberty is to be
restored to America, why was it ever disturbed? It reigned
there till the abominable doctrine of gaining money by taxes
infatuated the heads of our statesmen. Why did you de-
stroy the fail' work of so many ages, in order to reestablish
that by the sword,which prudence, and the good govern-
ment of the country, had seemed to fix forever?

But, sir, how is this blessed system of law and liberty to
be established? By the bayonets of disciplined Germans.
The noble Lord who spoke last, seemed to pride himself
upon the Americans of Long-Island making a precipitate
retreat. They were out-generalled. Disciplinetriumphed
over the enthusiasm which liberty inspires. Did the noble
Lord triumph? I pity his feelings.

Sir, something has been said on the case of General Clin-
ton: 1 wish that matter had been more eXplained; as it
stands at present, the Gazette account is an infamousJibel
on the character of that gallant officer. Let Administration
stand forth, and avow that representation: they will not do
it; they dare not do it; they skulk fi'om an often and a fair
representation.

We have been told, that it is not for the interest of Spain
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and France to have America independent. Sir, I deny
it; and say, it is contrary to every principle of common
sense. Is not tbe division of the enemy's power advanta-
geous? Is not a free country engaged in trade less formida-
ble tban the ambition of an old corrupted Government, their
only formidable rival in Europe? The noble Lord wbo
moved tbe amendment, said, that we were in the dilemma
of conquerinD'or abandoning America; if we are reduced to
that, I am f~r abandoning Ameru;u. What have been the
advanta~es of America to this kingdom? Extent of trade,
increase of commercial advantages, and a nUmerous people
growing up in the same ideas and sentiments as ourselves.
Now, sir, how would tbose advantages accrue to us, if Ame-
rica was conquered? Not one of them. Such a possession
of America must be secured by a standing army; and that,
let me observe, must be a very considerable army. Con-
sider, sir, that tbat army must be cut off from the intercourse
of social liberty here, and accustomed, in every instance, to
bow down and break tbe spirits of men, to trample on the
riO'hts, and to live on the spoils cruelly wrung from the
s~eat and labour of their fellow subjects ;-such an army,
employed for such purposes, and paid by such means, for
supporting such principles, would be a very proper inst,:u-
ment to effect points of a greater, or at least more favoul'lte
importance nearer home; points, perhaps, very unfavour-
able to the liberties of tbis country.

General CONWAYsaid, he should be very sorry any part
of his conduct were construed as disrespectful to his Ma-
jesty; no person bore his Majesty higher respect; but the
address was so entirely against bis sentiments, so often
declared in that House, that he must vote against it.

The House divided upon the amendment; 87 for it, and
242 against it.

After which, t118Ydivided on the original address. Ayes
232; Noes 83.

November 1.

The Address reported. No debate.

November 2.
Tbe Address presented.

" The humble Address of the House of Commons to the
King.

" Most Gracious Sovereign:

"
We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the

Commonsof Great Britain in Parliament assembled,beg
leave to return your Majesty the humble thanks of this
House, for your most gracious speecb fl'Ollltbe tbrone.

"While we lament the continuance of the troubles which
have so long distracted your Majesty's Colonies in North-
America, and of the calamities and oppressions which our
unhappy f~llow-subjects are still suffering under the arbi-
trary tyranny of their leaders, we cannot forbear to express
our detestation and abhorrence of tbe audacious and des-
perate spirit of ambition, which has at last carried those
leaders so far as to ITI!lt<ethem openly renounce all alle-
giance to the Crown, and all political connection with this
country, and in direct terms to presume to set up their rebel-
lious Confederacies for independent States.

" We consider the rejection of the gracious and conde-
scending means of reconciliation held out to them, under
the authority of your Majesty's commission, as a fresh and
convincing- proof, that the object of these men has always
been power and dominion; but we can impute thIJcircum-
stances of indignity and insult accompanying this proceed-
ing, to no other motive tban a resentment of your Majesty's
firm and constant adherence to the maintenance of the con-
stitutional rights of Parliament, divested of every possible
view of any separate interests of the Crown: and we beg
leave to assure your Majesty, tbat the same attachment of
your Majestyto the parliamentaryauthorityof Great Brit-
ain, which hath provoked the insolence of the cbiefs of this
rebellion, cannot but operate, as it ought to do, in fixing
your Majesty st

.

iT
.

I cleepe
. .

r, if possible, in the affections of a
British House of Commons.

"With reverence ;md gratitude to Divine Providence,
permit us to express our unfeigned joy, and to offer our sin-
cere congratulations to your Majesty, on the success which
has attended the gOQdconduct and valour of your Majesty's
officers and forces, both by sea and land, and the zeal and

bravery of the auxiliary troops in your service, in the re-
covery of Canada, and in the important operations in the
Province of New- York, whicb give the strongest hopes of
the most decisive good consequences.

" It is with much satisfaction we learn, that your Majesty
continues to receive assurances of amity from the several
Courts of Europe: and we thankfullyacknowledgeyour
Majesty's goodness and paternal concern for the happiness
of your people, in your constant attention to preserve the
general tranquil1ity; and it is our most earnest wish, that, by
your Majesty's interposition, an misunderstandings and dif-
ferences between two neighbouring Powers may be happily
reconciled, and Europe stil1enjoy the blessings of peace.

" Your faithful Commons consider it as a duty which
they owe to your Majesty, and to those they represent, to
grant your Majesty such supplies as the weighty considera-
tions which your Majesty has been pleased to state to us
shall be found to require, and we have a well-grounded
confidence, that at this time, when the object of the Rebels
is openly avowed and clearly understood, the general con-
viction of the justice and necessity of yQlJr Majesty's
measures, must unite all ranks of your faithful subjects in
supporting your Majesty with one mind and heart in the
great national cause in which you are engaged."

The King's Answer.

" This very loyal address deserves my particular thanks.
I receive with the highest satisfaction your affectionate ac-
knowledgment of my constant regard for the constitutional
rights of Parliament, and your zealous assurances of confi-
dence and support in this great contest, in which the inter-
ests of all my subjects are so essentially concerned."

Address presented.
November 2.

Adjourned to NQvember 4.

November 4.
No debate. Adjourned to November 6.

--
HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Wednesday, November 6, 1776.

Thin House. Nothing expected.
Mr. Fox begged the House would not adjourn; an hon-

ourable friend of his was coming down to move something
of the first consequence; and seeing none of the Ministers
in the House, he desired tbey might be sent for; he thought
them exceedingly blamable in being absent; whether busi-
ness was expected or not, they ougbt constantly to attend
their duty in Parliament.

[Messengers were sent to Lord North and Lord George
Germaine. In a few minutes Lord JQhn Cavendish came,
and as did also the Ministers.]

Lord JOHN CAVENDISHsaid, that he had seen in the
publick prints of this day a most extraordinary Declaration,
which, if genuine, required the attention and consideration
of the House. He read it:

"
By Richard Viscount Howe, of the Kingdom of Ireland,
and T1'illimri Howe, Esq., General of his Majesty's
Forces in AmeTica, the King's Commissioners for restor-
ing peace in his Majesty's Colonies and Plantations in
North-America, &c.

"
DECLARATION.

" Although the Congress, whom the misguidedAmericana
suffer to direct their opposition to a reestablishment of the
constitutional government of these Provinces, have dis-
avowed every purpose of reconciliation not consonant with
their extravagant inadmissible claim of independency; tbe
King's Commissioners think fit to declare, that they are
equally desirous to confer with his Majesty's well-affected
subjects upon tbe means of restoring the publick tranquillity,
and .establishing a permanent union with every Colony as a
part of the British empire. The King being most gra-
ciously pleased to direct a revision of such of his royal
instructions as may be construed to lay an improper re-
straint upon the freedom of legislation in any of his Colo-
nies, and to concur in the revisal of all his acts by which
his subjects there may think themselves aggrieved, it is
recommended to the inhabitants at large to reflect seriously
upon their present condition, and to judge for themselves,
whether it be more consistent with their honour and hap-
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piness to offer up their lives as a sacrifice to the unjust and
precarious cause in which they are engaged, or to return to
their allegiance, accept the b]essings of peace, and be se-
cured in a free enjoyment of their liberty and properties,
upon the true principles of the Constitution.

"Given at New-York, the 19th day of September, 1176.
" HowE,

"
\V. HOWE."

"
By command of their Excellencies:

"
H. STRACHEY."

On this extraordinary Declaration, he said, he had some
observations to make. There was no man more zealous for
presE'rving the liberty of the press than he was. It was
always with grief and indignation he beheld it abused, or
employed to improper purposes. It was with reluctance he
should complain of the abuse of it in the present instance, if
the authenticity of the paper now alluded to were disavowed,
which he must continue to think it would; because if such
a paper really existed, it might be well expected its first
publick appearance would be either in the Gazette or the
Journals of the House. If the paper was a forgery, or was
spurious, it was a most daring attempt to impose on the
publick. Before he proceeded therefore any further, he
thought proper to call on the noble Lord in the blue ribbon,
[Lord North,] or his noble colleague in office who sat next
him, [Lord George Germaine,] to tell the House whether
the paper was genuine. .

Lord NOJlTH said, he believed it was j that he heard the
contents read, and believed it corresponded pretty faithfully
with that which appeared in the publick papers. It was
not properly in his department; he therefore referred the
noble mover and the House, to the noble Lord who sat next
him, and to whose office it was transmitted, for further in-
formation.

Lord GEORGEGERMAINEconfessed the authenticity of
the paper in question; said he had seen it in print the pre-
ceding evening, and believed it to be a faithful copy of that
issued at New- York by Lord Howe.

Lord JOHNCAVENDISHthen congratulated the House on
this gleam of peace and conciliation, though he could not
but express his astonishmentat both the contents of the
Declaration, and the extraordinary manner it became first
communicated to the publick. He observed, that Parlia-
ment had been used all along by Administration with the
most mortifying contempt; Commissioners are sent out with
an intention of carrying a certain act of Parliament into
execution, armed at the same time with certain parliament-
ary powers for restoring peace; these extend no further than
granting pardons and receiving submissions; yet, wonderful
to relate, the first account Parliament hear, and that thrOl)/Th
the channel of a newspaper, is, that those Commissioners aOre
authorized to answer directly for the Sovereign; and oblique-
ly for the two other branches of the Legislature, that he will
concur in the revisal of all acts, by which his American
subjects are aggrieved. He said, Parliament were rendered
cyphers in the whole conduct of the business from its com-
mencement; when their name is wanted, they are called on
by way of requisition, to sanction acts which render them
abhorred by their fellow-subjects in every part of the em-
pire; when the least appearance of lenient measures is to
be held out, the merit is all to be attributed to the King and
his Ministers. It is to originate from them alone. Not-
withstanding all this, he felt a dawn of joy break in on his
mind. If Ministers were serious, he should not stand upon
mere punctiliosj yet, he thought, to give the negotiation the
greater weight and efficacy, that House should, as the first
proof of their disposition to peace, cooperate with Adminis-
tration, in so desirable a work. It would, besides, restore
Ministers to confidence ; their professions were disbelieved in
Arnerioo; the' motion, therefore, he was about to make,
would 00 the means of removing the almo,t universal opinion
that prevailed in AmeTica, that every Ministerial promise
was given with some insidious intention of treachery, deceit,
imposition, or to divide them, in order the more easily to
break their stroogth, and subdue them. To remove so
strong an impediment to peace and conciliation; to show
we were in earnest, and wished sincerely for both; his
Lordship moved, "that this HOllse will resol ve itself into
a eomm/uee1 to consider of the revisal of all acts of Parlia-
ment, by which his Majesty's subjects in America think
themselves aggrieved."

Mr. BURKE seconded the motion. He begged to know
from the noble Lord over the way, [Lord North,] whether
the instructions to the Commissiollf~rs went the length of the
offer of revisal held out in the Declaration j for without in-
trenching on that part of the prerogative which promises a
revision of such of the Royal instructions as may be construed
to lay an improper restraint, &c., it was in his apprehension
pretty evident, that the latter part of the sentence on which
the motion was framed, held out a promise of concurrence
on the part of the Crown, to revise all acts by which his
Majesty's subjects in America think themselves aggrieved.
This he looked upon to be leading Parliament, not following
it j he should, however, suspend any decisive opinion on the
passage, till the noble Lord had eXplained it. The text
was before us j he wished the noble Lord would rise and
give us the comment; for certainly, either the idea held out
in the Declaration meant that Great Britain intended to
revise and concede, or desired the people of America to lay
down their arms, and submit to state their grievances, and
we will remedy them, if we think proper.

Lord NORTH said, he should not enter into a critical,
literal, or philological interpretation of the passage in the
Declaration, which gave rise to the present motion. He
would, however, assure the honourable gentleman, that
Administration never meant to relax in pursuing the claims
of this country, so long as its legislative authority was dis-
puted. He referred the honourable member to the commis-
sion under which the Commissioners acted, to their first
proelamation, and desired him to compare them with the
present, and see if they did not all substantially correspond;
whether they did not all tend to the same point, to the res-
toration of peace to America. This Declaration invited the
people of .America to that restoration j and as a motive of
encouragement, as well as with a view of establishing a
lasting union, to be rendered permanent and cemented by
mutual advantage, a revisal of all acts, by which his Majes-
ty's subjects in that country think themselves aggrieved, was
held out. His Majesty has promised to concur in those acts
or Royal instructions that depend immediately on himself;
he is more explicit: he has engaged that they shall be
revised, and tells his Colonies that he has already directed
his Commissioners to that effect. As to the motion marie
by the noble Lord, he must be obliged to dissent from it fi)r
several reasons. Before, however, he proceeded to state
those reasons, he would take the liberty to set his Lordship
right, as he supposed the errour he meant to allude to, led
him to make the motion, and support it throughout, in his
opinion, on very wrong grounds. The noble Lord's mis-
take was this: that the promise contained in the Declaration
was thellrst of tbe kind. Nothing could be more erroneous.
It was the great principle that pervaded the conduct of
Administration from the beginning. It was the language
of Parliament at the very outset. In the address of both
Houses early in February, 1775, the conduct since so faith-
fully pursued, was strongly pressed and warmly recom-
mended. One great object, nay, the leading one, was to
hear grievances, to transmit an account of them home, and
to engage, on the part of the Legislature, that redress would
be granted, wherever a just cause forredress existed. That
this was the first opportunity the Commissioners had to dis-
charge that part of their duty, with any prospect of success;
and why any communication of a plall already sanctioned
by Parliament, 01",mor~ properly speaking, originating fi'om
it, should be insisted on till some of t,hefrlJits of the measure
thus recommended, became necessary, was more, he con-
fessed, than he could possibly perceive. His reasons for
giving a negative to the motion, on thl$ state of the whole
question, would, he presumed, be obvious to every member
present. The Americans have dec1a.red themselves inde-
pendent; why enter into deliberation about what you are
willing to ?oncede, till we know first that they acknowledge
our authority j and after they have retlll11ed to us, as sub-
jects, till we know what would reasonably content them?
How is it possible to treat, while they avow their sovereignty
and independency? much less to form legislative regulations
for those who, both as subjects and independent States, bave
all along disputed our power and right of legislation. Let
them acknowledge the right once; let them fairly point out
the constitutional abuse of it, and the grievances flowing
from that abuse, and I shall be ready to go into the proposed
committee; or to adopt the most effica.cious and speedy
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measures, not only to remedy real grievances, but even io after the pubJication on the other side the Atlar/tick,
bend to their prejudices in some instances. In such a case Publications of a very diffi~rent tendency are encouraged
they would be hearrl with complaisance, and treated with here. America is to be subdued; taxes are to be obtained j
cando\ll'; but for petitions to be repeatedly presented to this charters are to be modified or annihilated at pleasure.
House, denying expressly the legislative autnority of Great These doctrines spcure a party, and the bulk of the people
Britain, was to the last degree nugatory and absurd, and on this side of the water, while the most moderate measures
must continue to be ever rejected or unanswered; for though and fascinating promises are held out on the other, in order
the purport of the generality of those petitions, substantially, to insidiously trepan and deceive. He returned to what he
at least, by implication, recognize the authority of Parlia- called theshan1eful inattention and neglect which Ministers
ment, their contents taken in another light, composed partly had shown in their conduct towards Parliament; and as
of flat denials of the superiority of this country, of assumed Govenllnent had taken so much pains to conceal the procla-
facts, and a species of argumentative reasoning, coryrovert- mation alluded to, he had strong reasons to suspect, that
ing the very power which they are at the instant appealing other matters of a similar nature were suppressed, and never
to, will render such appeals ridiculous and inadmissible, till permitted to s"ce the light. If there have been al~y such,
they accompany them with a clear, explicit, onequivocal why have 110t Parliament been made acquainted with them?
acknowledgment of the right. His Lordship added, besides, Is it not reasonable that this House should know them?
that the present motion, if agreed to, instead of producing He the!) addressed and asked the Treasury-bench, if every
any good consequence, might produce the very worst. The supply they dema~ded had not been granted? Why, then,
affair was at present in the hands of his Majesty's Ministers, in this, as well as every other instance, keep back informa-
by tbe express advice of Parliament. The motion might tion, or, which was the same thing, nc:~glectto give it to Par-
retard it, not that he entertained any great hopes of its suc-liament, which had acted so openly, and put such confidence
Cess. Still Parliament had a'dvised it; his Majesty was in Ministers? What was the return? Ei,hJ;1ra downright,
willing to cooperate in effecting the same purpose, upon designed imposition, or the most gross nonsense. What do
every parliamentary, rational and con~istent rule of con- the Commissioners promi~min the King's name? That
duct, On the whole, therefore, he coula not possibly" being most graciously pleased to concur in ihe revisal of
discover what service the agreeing with the motion could all acts," &c. Does his Majesty, at any time, or upon
answer, but he saw many inconveniences; and much possible any occasion, concur.;n the revisal of any acts of any
mischief it might be productive of. kind? He may concur in the repeal of an act or in any

Mr. Fox observed, tbat howsoever absurd and inconsistent amendment made in an act which comes in the shape of a
Administration had showed themselves in other respects, in bill, waiting for the royal assent;- bnt as for promising to
their measures r\)lative to,America" and their professed con- concur in the re\'isal of a law, which imp1ies- examination
tempt for Parliament, they had been perfectly unif.Jrm and and amendment,in stages inwhich he can possiblytake no
consistent. They had all along manifested the most con- part;it is rank ignorance ordgros'sdeceit. Besides, though
temptuous treatment of that House. He was always with Ministers were serious, the promise could not be fulfilled,
the majority of the House in one point, though not upon without supposing that the opinion of Parliament was just
other occasions, in supporting its dignity, privileges, and what Ministers pleased to dictaie; Tor ",liat signifies what
consequence with the people; which, in every meaSUJ'ere- his Majesty's good dispositions maYbe, since Parliament, it
lative to Amedca, in particular, had been most shamefully is well known, thinks differently? If, therefore, revision or
violated; every infi)l'mationwas denied, or purposely held revisal, he said, meant any thing, he said, it meant a repeal,
back. The operations of war, it is true, were. communi"' which it was impossible to expect from th~ pres!;)nt ParIia-
cated with all possible ostentation and parade; but the only ment, as they had so frequentlyrefusedany motion, overture,
proper objects of parliamentary attention were totally neO'- or proposition, tending even that way. He fini5hed with ob-
lected, and left to be collected from chance, vague repOl'fs, serving, that the Commissioners, especially Lord Howe, were
or a newspaper,while the negotiationsfor peace, in which knownto be fl;ends to conciliation jUlindfor that reasonwere
Parliament and the n.ationWe.remuchmoredeeplyinterested, not sent out till so late in the season that GQvernment knew
as the welfare of thisco\Jntry more immediately depended the Americaflsmmit bave declared for independency before
upon them, were kept in a state of concealment, as if they arrived. He declaredit, as his firmopinion, that there
Ministers were ashamed to own, as well they might, that could be no peace in America without a complete relin-
after all the blood and treasure.which had been spent in the quishing on our part 'of the claimor taxation;tllat the:Con.-
unhappy contest,they are obliged in the end to offer those gress might well call the propositions of the Court of Gr~at
very conditionswhich tlief had someyears since rejected, Britain insidious, if the House ofCommons-ieJused to ,

with every mark of displeasureand disapprobation. The support the Declar:nionof the CommissioJlers.
.

Thai the
account from New- YQrk,he Qbsel'\'ed, was received late on expressions in th~ Declaration were. complained of as not
Saturday night j 3n.extraordinary Gazette, announcingthe being clear; but that whenevefaneipi'esslonuwasrepresented
retreat of the Proyinclalsfrom that city, was published early ?S not clear, the act accompanyingi~l11,ust be tak~n as
on Monday morrnng; another Gazette followed it the suc- Its commentary. If, then, the Declaration m question ISnot
ceeding evenir)g; and yet a syllable of the Declaration never clear, how must America understand It, when by the vote
transpired. He. first heTIJ'dit at the opera the preceding of this Hause, this day, shouldthe 'noble Lord's

.
motion be

evening, and read it that morning in a n(jwspaper; still negarived, they shall plainly perceive, that the Commons of
doubting its being genuine,till he heard it authenticatedby Great Britain hadperemptorilyrefUsea to concur-in l'en-
the two noble Lords on the opposite bench. He begged to dering his Majestj"s gracious dispositions effective-?
be understood, that he.did not make a charge of intentional MI'. Solicitor General WEDDE:!iEURNE. -The reasons
concealment; but he COlltended that Ministers were no which have been given, Mr. Speaker, (or agreeing to the
less culpable than if they concealed it from design ;partic- present mOtion, a1'6,I mustconTess, such as by no means
ularly "hen the omlssionincludedin it the most manifest convinceme. I have not a doubt bq~tn~tn9bJe Lord who
and mortifying inattention to Parliament, whose sentiments made it, wishes for nothing so mUCh as"io~accererate the
the penner of the above Declaration had vil'tllaJly,and, he means of peace; and my reason for opposi.ng it is, toat I
would add audaciously, engaged for, tbere being but little think it would effectuaJly mar the whole design. It is at
or no essential difference, according to the present well present in the hands of the ComfnissiQoers,Tegu]arIy in the
know.n pliabh~ {)j~posltion ?f that HO~1se,between, a r?~al c~mmo~ and. natural coul~of busines~;_.b~t}o

.
comply

pror~1ISeto concur mJIterevrsaI of certam acts of the Brztzsh wtth tins motion~Ot]~dbe ~t o;nceto t!lkEu~out of llrelr
Legislature, and an actualsolemn engagementof tbe whole hands, and to raise Jealousies m tIle llmenclITls,at the
~egislatu~e, for its due and fa

.

i
.

th~u.1 ~erformance. III Amer- designs .01'poweTs of those COJa,l!Jission-crs. .S.lIch a conduct
zca, he said, all was peace; cotJclltatlOn, and parental tender- here m1gh! be productive orihe worst consequences. It
ness; in England, nothing but subjogation, unconditional might, in the first instance, be deemed ar)a-6-t of submission
su.b,?issi?n, and a war of conquest. "Vith, that view ,Ad- on our part, not6f favour in-con~escension to tlrmre who
mm1st:allon p.rocured 3. pamphlet * to be w:Itt:n and sent,to look upon then~selves as asov.erelg~ State, and

.a~tUa.lly
A~e1"l.ca, where thogs_~ng~Rrthem were dlstnDuted gratis; deny our authonty. It would discredit the CommissIoners,
wIllIe III England the title was not so much as known, till and throw difficulties in the way of the negotiation, now

~The Rights of(]rellt Brit;"lli~;,g~~tedagainst the Claims of America: probably b~gun.; because, ?y giving them the present pro.
bemg an Answer to llie lTecfamtlj;Hi of the General COIlgress. posed sanction It would pomt out that they were not before
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armt'd with parliamentary powers, adequate to the professed
objects of their commission. On the other hand, it may be
pruductive of evil, as it compels us to give the proposition a
neaalive, which is far from being the disposition of the
H~use, when America shall acknowledge the supreme legis-
lative right of this country, and by such acknowledgment,
lay a just constitutional claim to our fa~'oUl"and protection.
Let it be considered what is the present situation of the
Colonies. They are in a state of declared independency.
Would you admit that independency, or treat with them as
independent States? Or could you, consistently with com.
mon sense and PI'lIdence, revise acts by way of obliging
those w.hose principal object at present is not such revision,
but to rend\;'r themsdves free f\'Omall connection with you
as their sllperioUl"s? It has been observed, that the King
has answered too much for the LegislatUl"eof this kingdom
in the expressions of the proclamation in question.. It ap-
pears to me very different, sir. His Majesty there speaks
only as the head and mouth of the nation, and the Legisla-
ture, by assuring them that the legis]ative power is ready
and willing to hear their grievances, anll revise any of their
acts which mllY prove grievances. To think the words of
the proclamatiQ!l mean any thing else, is to torture them
stranO'ely. Relative to these grievances, what are they
which we can enter into a revision of? The principal that
have been mentioned to-day, are, taxation and their cbarters.
And would you enter upon tbe question of taxation by
way of a rne~ns of reconciliation? Impossible! Tbere is
at present but one pointwhicb must be settled as a pre-
liminary; it is that of independency. 1f they adhere, as I
have no doubt they will, to that, there can be no discus-
sion of other points; it is in vain to think of it. And as to
their charters, they are. not. at all the questions at present,
for restore their charter of King William, will they be satis-
fil'd'? No. They are as unwilling to submit to the terms
of thosecb!!rters, as to the Boston acts: they openly declare
this. Hl'nce; therefore, I may fairly and reasonably assert,
that till the spirit of independency is subdued, it is idle to
come to any resolutions or revisions, as means of conciliation.
Take the sword out of the hand of the governing part of
America, aod I have not a doubt but a very considerable
part of that country will return to its obedience with as much
rapidity as it revolted. Is it possible, that gentlem,en can
give their aftention so much. to one side of the question, and
read one side only, so as to imagine the Americans are so free
under their present Government as to have any reason to
wish for a continuance of it? The very contrary is the fact;
the Congress does not govern America-it tyrannizes over
it; the power and punishment of imprisonment as practised
there, are tyrannical to the highest degree, and utterly incon-
sistent with every idea of freedom. The liberty of the press
is annihilated; a printer that dared to print any thing con-
trary to their system and interests, would be instantly
ruined; nor is even the freedom of private letters, or private
conversation, permitted; destruction hangs over the man
who ventures to write, or express a sentiment in opposition
to their opiniol]s. This horrid tyranny is what we may
rationally hope to. be so Jar dissolved, from the difference of
the troops On both sides, as to enable the 0ppl'essed tyran-
nized Americans, safely to avow their real opinions, and to
re!\Jrn without danger to their duty. As to a point which
the honourable gentleman much insists on,-the design in
Administration of keeping the proclamation secret,-it ap-
pears strange to me that any person should think of such
a thing, unless from the mode of reasoning which he is so
ready to adopt, that having so much folly in it, it is the
more likely to be the work of this Ministry. Folly indeed
to make that a secret, which was posted upon the walls of
New- York; and this I think is reason enough why it was
not inserted in tlm. Gf\zette-there was no call for it. I
should ask the House pardon, for having troubled them so
longupon matters which appear to. me of little consequence;
but before I sit dQwn,I sbould remark, that it appears a.
very sudden and cnexpectecfFway af bringing in a debate,
after it was so generally understood that no. business of any
consequence was to come on in the House before the recess;
but as 1 was not at the opera last night, where this manceu-
vre was planned, I must be excused if I have not treated
it in aJl its parts in the manner some might ex pect.

Mr. BURKE. Rejaiced I am, sir, tbat the learned gm-
tleman has regained~ if nat his talent~ at least his \ oi~e ;

that as he wou\d not, or could not reply the other night, to
my honourable friend, charmed as he must have been \\ ith
the powerful reasoning af that eloquent speech, he had the
grace to be silent. On that memorable occasion he lay
like Milton's devil, prostrate on the ablivious pool, can-
faunded and astounded, though called upon by the whole
Satanick host: he lay prostrate, dumb-founded, and unable
to utter a single syllable, and suffered the goads of the two
noble Lords to prick him till he scarcely betrayed a single
sign of anima\ or mental sensibility. Why, sir, would he
not be silent now, instead of attempting to answer, what
in truth was unanswerable? But the learned gentleman
has now caJled to. bis assistance tbe bayonets of twelve
thousand Hessians; and as he thinks it absurd to reasan at
present with the Americans, he teJls us, that by the bealing,
soothing, merciful measures of foreign swords, at the breasts
af those unhappy people, their understandings would be
enlightened, and tbey would be enabled to comprehend the
subtleties of his logick. It was well said, on another occa-
sion, that your speech demands an army !-and I may say,
that the learned gentleman demandsblood; reasoninghe
says is vain: tbe sword must convince AmeriCll, and clear
up their clauded apprehensions. The learned gentleman's
abilities surely desert him, if be is obliged to call such a
coarse argument as an army to his assistance; not tbat I
mean any thing reRecting on his parts-I always esteem,
and sometimes dread, his talents. But has he told yau why
Cammissioners were not sent sooner to America? Has he
explained that essential point? Not a jot. Why, after the
act passed for them, why were they delayed fun seven
months, and not permitted to sail till May ; and why was
the cammission appointing them delayed till tbe 6th of that
month? Answer tbis. The blood and de,'astation that
followed, was owing to this de]ay; upon your conscience it
ought to. lay a heavy load. If the measure was right and
necessary in order for conciliation, as the King declared in
his speech at the apening af that session, why was it not
executed at a time, in which it could be effectual; instead
of being purposely deferred to one, when it could not pos-
sibly answer any end but that of adding hypocrisy to.
treachery, and insult and mockery to cruelty and oppression?
By this delay you drove them into the declaration of inde-
pendency; not as a matter of choice, but necessity: and
now they have declared it, you bring it as an argument to
prove, that there can be no.other reasoning used with them,
but tbe sword. What is this but declaring, that you were
originally determined nat to prevent, but to punish rebel-
lion; nat to use conciliation, but an army; not to convince,
but to destroy? Such were the effects of those seven
months cruelly lost, to which every mischief that has hap-
pened since, must be attributed.

But still tbe learned gentleman persists, that nothing but
the Commissioners can give peace to America ;"-it is beyond
the power of this House. What was the I'Csultof the con-
ference with the delegates from tbe Congress? Why, we
are told, that they met in order to be convinced that taxa-
tion is no grievance-" no tyranny" lIsed to be the phrase,
but that is out of fashion now. Then, sir, whatan insult to
aJl America was it to send as Commissioners none but the
commanders of the Reet and army to. negotiate peace! Did
it not show haw much you were determined, that the only
arguments YOll meant to use, were your broadswords and
broadsides? Let me assert, sir, that the doctrines to be laid
down in America would not have been too trivial an occa-
sion, even far the reasoning abilities of the learned.gentle-
man himself. But, sir, you may think to carry these doc-
trines into execution, and be mistaken too ;-the battle is
not yet fought; but if it wa.s fought, and the wreath of
victary adorned yaUl' brow, still is not that continent can- ,
qucred; witness the behaviour of one mise-rable woman,
who with her single arm did that which an army of a hun-
dred thousand men cauld not do-arrested your progress in
the moment of your success. This miserable being was
found in a cellar, with her visage besmeared and smutted
over, with every mark of rage, despair, resolution, and the
most exalted heroism, buried in combuslibles, in order to fire
New- York, and perish in its ashes. She was brought forth,
and knowing tbat she would be condemned to die, upon
being asked bel' purpose, said, "to fire the city!" and was
determined to omit no opportunity of doing what her coun-
try called for. Her train was laid and fired; and it is
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worthy of your attention, how Providence was pleased to
.

tions. However, there was one point, as a grand pre]imi~
make use of those humb]e means to serve the American nary, which must be the basis of every conciliatory step on
cause, when open force was used in vain. In order to bring either side; that was a clear. unequivocal acknowledgment
thiners to this unhappy situation, did not you pave the way, of the legislative supremacy of the British Parliament. If
by :: successionof acts of tyranny? For this, you shut up that was not to be obtained butlly the force of arms, he
their ports.; cut off their fishery; annihilated their char- confessedthat he was mo~t eagerly desirous that arms should
tel's; and governed them by an army. Sir, the I'ecollec- be resorted to; that probably the advantages we had lately
tion of these things, being the evident causes of what we obtained at Long-Island, and in the neighbourhood of New-
have seen, is more than what ought to bp,endured. This it York, might give us an opportunity of estaolishing a civil
is that has burnt the noble city of New- York; that has government in that Province, the example and influence of
planted the bayonet in the bosoms of my principals; in which, \\ hen accompanied with a promise of a redress of
the bosom of the city; where alone your wretched Govern- real grievances, might be productive of the most happy and
ment once boasted the only friends she could number in salutary consequences. After making a great many obser-
America. If this was not the only successionof eventsyou vations,heconcludedthus; That hewould bebetterpleased
determined, and therefore looked for, why was America left to seeBritain dying of the wounds she might receive in this
without any power in it, to give security to the per50ns and unnatural conflict gi\.en by her rebellious ungrateful children,
property of those who were and wished to be loyal? This than consent to one condescending step that might tend to
was essential to Government; you did not, and might there- tarnish her former glories.
fore be well said to have abdicated the Government. Mr. BVNG observed, that Administration had all along

1 have been reading a work given us by a country that acted upon system; and howevpr mistaken they might be as
is perpetually employed in productions of mf'rit. I believe to some of tho effects of their measures, they never lost
it is not published yet-the History of Philip 11.; and sight of the great ohject they had in contemplation from
I there find, that that tyrannical monarch neverdreamtof the beginning: that was, to compel America to consent to
the tyranny exerted by this Administration. Gods! sir, unconditional submission; which was, in other words, to
shall we be told, that you cannot analyze grievances? that consent to be slaves; or, in the event of theil' refusal and
you can have no communication with Rebels, because they consequent resistance, to endeavour to subdue or extir-
have declared for independency? Shall you be told this, pate them. This he contended was the great pervading
when the tyrant PhUipdid it after the same circumstance principle which governed the American system,and such
in the Netherlands? By edict he allowed their ships to enter was the intention of those to whom carrying it into execu-
their ports, and suffered them to depart in peace; he treated tion was committed. The opposition given to the motion
with them; made them propositions; and positively declared made by the noLle Lord near him [Lord J.Cavendish] was of
that he would redressall their grievances. And JamesII., a piecewith the whole of the Ministerial conduct, since the
when he was sailing from France, at the head of a formida- commencement of this business. Ministers in private, and
ble force, assisted like you by foreign troops, and having a their runners in publick, were constantly known to load the
great party in the kingdom, still offered pacifick terms; officers entrusted with the superiour commands with re-
while his exceptions of pardon were few, amongst the rest proaches, or to flatly charge them with disobedienceof orders,
my honourable friend's ancestor, Sir Stephen FQx. But you and with the commission of acts to which they were not
will offer none; you simply tell them to "lay down their authorized. Such, he presumed, was toe true purport of
arms, and then_you will do just as you please. Could the what was now urged against the motion. The Declaration
most cruel conqueror say less? Had you conquered the imports one thing, the obvious contents another; however,
devil himself in hell, could you be less libera] ? No! Sir, if a different interpretation should be put on it by the Amer-
you would offer no terms; you meant to drive them to the ican's, we still have two ways to get rid of it, and still keep
declaration of independency: and even after it was issued, up a semblance of good faith; for we retain the right of ex-
ought by your offers to have reversed the effect. You would plaining our own meaning, or of disowning the Declaration,
not receive the remonstrance which I brought you from as exceeding the powers granted by the commission, and if
New- York, because it denied your rights to certain powers; more closely pressed, of exceeding the powers granted by
yet the late King of France re~eived the remonstrances ParJiament; so that whatever the Declaration promises, can

- from his Parliaments,that expresslydenied his right to the be of no avail, but to misleadAmerica by false]igfJts. Our
powers he was in the constant exercise of; answered them, aim is unconditional submission; every concession beyond
and even redressed some of the grievances which those that, we can explain awayaud disavow. He finally ob-
very remonstrances complained of, though he refused to served, that this underhand conduct on the part of Admin-
grant what he thought more peculiarly intrenched upon his istration answered more purposes than one; it answered in
own authority. a military, as well as a civick capacity, to screen and vamish

In this situation, sir, shocking to say, are we caned upon over, as well as to mislead and betray. Thus they had the
by another proclamation to go to the altar of the A]mighty, address and effi'ontery to shift the censure they would have
with war and vengeance in our hearts, instead of the peace so deservedly incurred off their own shoulders. This be
of our blessed Saviour. He said, "My peace I give you;" instanced in the persons of Carleton, Howe, Clinton, and
but we are, on this fast, to have war on]y in our hearts and several others, who were represented by their runners about
mouths; war against our brethren. Till our churches are town, and even by some of the principals, as mad, ignorant,
purified fromthisabominableservice,I shall considerthem; rash, or inactive, according as it suited the present moment.
not as tbe temples of the A]mighty, but the synagogues of He should not have particularly adverted to those circum-
Satan. An act not more infamous, respecting its political stances, he said, if it had not caned to his recplIection the
purposes, th"n blasphemous and profaneas a-pretended act fate of a near relation, who fell a sacrifice to the same
of national devotion, when the people are caned upon, in treacherous motives of self acquittal.
the most solemn and awful manner, to repair IO church, to Lord GEORGE GERMAINEnext spoke, and said, he arose
partake of a sacrament, and at the foot of the altar, to com~ to clear up sOlliematters of fact. That the noble Lord who
mit sacrilege, to perjure tbemselves publickly by charging made the motion, had supposed that he received the pro-
their American brethren with the horrid crime of rebellion, clamation with the despatch from General and Lord Howe;
witb propagatmg"specious falsehoods," when either the that on the contrary, the proclamation was left at Falmouth
charge must be notoriously false, or those who make it, not with other matters, and coming up to town in tbe ordinary
knowing it to be tme, can Almighty God to witness-to way, did not reach his hands till ~Mondaymorning, wben
not a specious, but a most audacious and blasphemous fa]se- the extraordinary Gazette was a]ready published. That he
hood. fiJl'bore to insert it in Tuesday's Gazette, because he rea]]y

Mr. Rous enteredinto an abstract disconre on the nature did not think it of importance enough; that it was not con-
of civil government, and appl!edbis rea~o~ingon tbe subjf'ct cealed, many copies having been pasted ag3inst tbe wans
to t~1e~rounds o(tb.,epre~entdIspute subslstmg between Great of New- York, and many sent all over America. That, as
Bntmn and. her C:01om~s. F!'om thence be procepded to i~ w~s only part ?f a .treaty, he thought it improper to pub-
state tf]e various difficultIes wluch presented tl1emse]ves on \rsh It, and conceived ItWl.lSaltogether unusual, ashe remem-
either hand on the subject of taxation; whether the right was bered the conver3ations between Lord Chatham[when .Mr.
suspended or concealed on our part, or acknowledged or Pitt] and M. de Hussy, previous to the finishino- the treaty
exercised on the other, it would be liable to strong objec- of peace with France, were never puLlished. ~Vith regard

'*

I.
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to the great American question, be said, it was endle9S to
argue upon it. Every gentleman present, he doubted not,
had formed his opinion, and that the House might'debate to
eternity without altering the different ideas of different men.
That he, from his opiniog, called the Americans Rebels, and
approved of the rneasures pursued against them by Govern-
ment; that he was averse to the present motion, as it would
deprive General and Lord Howe of the honour of making
peace with America, an honour which he flattered himself
the gentlemen on the opposite side of the House wished
them to have. As tv the proclamation for a fast, he had
before this day only heard it read once in Council, and
therp,forefrom what the honourable gentleman had said, he
had been induced to imagine, that the Archbishop who
drew it up might have made some mistake; but that he had
now read it, and thought it a very good and a very proper
proclamation. His .Lordship then read it at the table, and
having finished, decTared the words, "specious falsehoods,"
were properly introduced. He bid the gentlemen recollect
the Am€riwn Declaration for Independency, amI then ask, if
the Rebels had (lot published" specious falsehoods ?" He
bid them read their several other publications, and he doubted
not they would all agree with him, that the assertion was most
true; but be could easily account for his not seeing the
matter in the sam.elight as theho.oourable gentleman oppo-
site him; he was neither so accomplished an orator, nor so
excellent a divine.

Mr. DUNNINGopened with observing, that he was nOt at
the opera (alluding to Mr. Solicitor-General) on Tuesday
evening; and as he did oot imagine any newspaper con-
tained any matter likely to entertain him, he had not read
one that day; that he came down to Westminster-Hall in
the way of his profession,and had come from thence into that
House, without any previolls knowledge of the debate; but
as the proclamation read from the newspaper, produced by
the noble Lord, his friend, had been declared to be autben-
tick by the noble Lord in th.e blue ribbon, and the other
noble Lord who 'sat ne~t him, [Lords North and Ger-
maine,) it was evident that newspaper information was to
be tmsted as much as that given in any other manner,
He decIaredhis aJllflZement, that the motion which had
been made shQuld btJdeemed sudden and ill-timed; he'said .

he knew of nO time more proper for appointing a commit-
tee for the revision of such .acts as were deemed grievances
by the American$ tban tbe present. Tbat the question
was not now, what should be altered. and what should
remain in force; that those were considerations to be agi-
tated when they came into a Committee; that it was high
time tbe Legislature of Great Britain gave America reason
to suppose they would not always t\.lm a, deaf ear to her
complaints; that it appeared by tbe prodamation of Lord
lIowe tbat be had promised in the King's name, that such
acts as they thought grievances should be revised; that the
promise went to an a.ssertion, that Parliament, as a branch
of the Legislature, would enable the King to keep his word;
that therefore it was high time Parliament convinced Amer-
ica how ready they were to second the King's endeavours
to restore peace, by beginning tbe good work with a revisal
pf tbe acts which oppressed Amerir,a, and a remova1 of those
obstacles to a recP!lciliation. He said, the remarks of a
learned gentleman (who had taken the other side of the
question) relative to the futility of the House's taking into
their consideration what they thought the grievances of
America, because it might afterwards appear they were not
considered by the Americans as grievances, was notoriously
ill-founded. That the gentleman did himself and the House
much wrong, if because Parliament had collectively been
blind to the several publications of America, he supposed
that the members as individualsbad been equally blind, and
neglected to peep into the petitions which had been pre-
sented. That all the members had made themselves masters
of the subject, and that the House knew the grievances
America had to complain of, was well aware what she felt as
grie\'ances, and might with great certainty proceed to redress
them. He said, the learned gentleman had given some
new ideas of liberty; he had declared that America must be
subdued, America .must be conquered in order to berdeliver-
ance. This sort of deliverance WaS to him a new conse-
quence of conquest. From all that he had read or heard, he
never knew that a conquered people were a free people; and
he believed the Bouse would join with him in supposing,

that from time immemorial, the very reverse of freedom had
been the fate of the conquered. As to the observation, that
Lord Howe's first proclamation was necessary to inform the
publick that Lord Howe WaS arrived in America, he said, it
might also have been proper to have published the present
proclamation to show tbat he was still there. The noble
Lord [Lord George Germaine] he said, had accommodated
himself to all parties, in his reasOns for not publishing the
Declaration in the Gazette. To those who thought it ought
to have been made publick, he had declared, any man might
read it in the newspapers; and to those who wished anq
thQught it ought to be kept priv:;tte, he had said, none could
read it but those who chose to take a voyage to New- York,
where they would find it pasted on the walls of the haJf-burpt
houses; and th:;tt he had not printed it in the Gazette, because
Lord Chatham's private negotiations with M. de Bussy were
not printed there. He should give his vote for the motion,
(although, he said, be knew it WQuld not be carried,) and
ended with declaring, in reply to Lord George Germaine's
observation abQut tbe fast proclamation, that be thought a
cburch an improper place to promulgate a Court creed in,
and tb;J...tso to act was to profane the place pf worship.

The House divided,
Tellers.

YEAS ~ Mr.Fox, - -
( Mr. Byng, -

NOES 5Earl .Lisburne, - - -
( M1', Cho,r/es Townshend,

So it passed in tbe negative.

Adjourned to November 8.
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DEBATE IN THE COMMONS ON THE NAVY ESTIMATES.

November 8.-In the Committee of Supply, Mr. BULLER
moved, "That 45,000 Seamen, including 10,129 Marines,
be employed for the year 1717."

Sir GEORGE Y ONGEsaid, he should not oppose the ma-
tion, though he must condemn tbe service for which the
greatest part of the seamen were destined. But while he
approved of putting tbis country in a proper state of defence,
he must. reprobate that ruinous system upon which the
present civil war was founded. He :;tdverted to the decla-
ration made by Lord and General Howe, and positively
affirmed the Ministers Were by that declaration pledged to
a reversal of their system with America.

The Honourable 1\Jr. LUTTRELL said, that the naval
strength of this nation, for the protection of Great Britain
and Ireland, was by no means equal to the account pub-
lickly given by some of the most responsible characters in
office. So far fi'om twenty-three ships-of-the-line being fit
for sea, as was asserted at the opening of Parliament by the
first navalauthority in Great Britain, and positively insisted
on by a noble Lord over the way [Lord George Germaine 1
in contmdit;:tion to real, though melancholy facts stated by
another right honourable member, [Colol1el Barre,] we had
not, on tbe first day of the present session, a sufficient number
of men to complete the complements of thirteen sail of the
twenty-three guardships then in commission, so as to render
them in a condition to encounter an enemy; and yet the
highest war establishment of this couutry is lower as to
numbers than that of any other naval power in the universe.
He conceived it to be the immediate duty of Parliament to
take measures for putting these kingdoms in a proper state
of naval defence, and not suffer the most useful of the ships,
and the flower of your seamen, to be sent three thousand
miles off, on a fruitless, romantick attempt to reduce the
vast continent of Amaica to unconditional submission;
utterly lost to these dominions, (to borrow the words of a
very emphatick orator [Mr. Solicitor-General J of the long
robe,) "

by the folly of a few, the madness of some, and the
evil designs of many, wbo have gone headlong into these
enterprises." Let us be the more careful of what yet
remains of empire and of liberty, nor leave these islands in
a defenceless state, while our confederate enemies of France
and Spain actually command all the European seas with a
fleet of fifty men-of-war. We should be told, perhaps, that
it is highly improper thus publickly to expose the weakness
of our Na vy to tbose inimical Powers, of whom such strong
apprehensions are now expressed. If there was a ray of
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hope consistent with common sense, that such specious false-
hoods of "Government could impose upon the clear-sighted
statesmen on the other side of the Channel, or upon their
Ministers or emissari~s on this side, we might allow that WfJ
had in the noble Earl the best Commissioner of the Admi-.

"0"' -
.-. .

ralty that ever presided at that board; I mean so long as
the safety of the nation depends upon concealing or disguis-
ing the truth; for I verily believe him to be the only man of
his rank and education in thfJse realms~I am sure he is th~
ol,lly professed moralist~who, after reiterated detection in-
the grossest impositions and deep-laid fictions, can rally
again, and return to the charge with so sanctimonious a
composure, so daunlless an effrontery, that the rarity and
perfection of the vice almost constitutes it a ,:irtue.

Mr. ATTORNEy-GENERALcalled Mr. Luttrell to order,
appealing to the Committee, whether such language, and
so personal an attack, ought to be suffered?

Honourable Mr. LUTTRELL said, he wonld persevere in
his privilege as a representative of the people, to set forth,
in as strong colours as he pleased, the official faults or iniqui-
ties of any of the publick Ministers of this country, where
he was ready to support his allegations by circumstantial
prooE;.

The ATTORNEV-GENERAL insisted, that as there was po
accusation formally before the House, :Mr. Lwtrell could
not, consisten,tly with the rules of the House, proceed any
further.
.

Honourable Mr. LUTTRELL replied, that he would, at all
hazards, proceed in acquitting himself of his duty. He
knew (with great deference to that learned and respectable
gentleman) he was within the law of Parliament, and the
rights of every individual member of it; and tbat the plea of
wanting a formal accusation was a chicane which should a,yail
nothing; for if the Ministry would suffer him to carry a motion
for the returns and state,of the Navy on which to ground bis
charges, he assured the. House he \Vop!d dO,no less in con-
sequence of those aQuses .and mal~practices which mUst on
inquiry come out, than follow such a motion by an address
to his Majesty, "that he would be graciously pleased, for
the welfare of his people, to remove the Earl of Sandwich,
not only from the office he [jow holds, but from the royal
councils and presence forever." He then proceeded and
observed, that to give the First Commissioner of the naval
department the palm of specious falsehoods, while he had so
many competitors in the Ministerial fraternity, was indeed no
trifling compliment. He acknowledged he was run bard by
those men who give out to the world, that they have offered
conditions of peace, and a real redress of grievances to the
people of America, which offers have been rejected by those
men on the Treasury-bench, who advance, that the Congress
have disavowed every purpose of conciliation short of inde-
pendence. What conditions of peace, founded on a redress
of real grievances, have been offered to tbe Congress, or any
delegates in whom the Americans put a trust? $hall we
again be iQsulted and nauseated with your ambiguous, hypo-
c,ritical, and insidious placards and proclamations, tending
only to allure and cajole a few dastard renegadoes from the
cause of constitutional liberty to your tyrannical standards?
We were told by a noble Lord the other night, "llH~t 111;\

would never allow the legislative claims of tpis country to
be a grievance." Tbese were his very words; I took them
down in writing at the instant he uttered them. One of the
first Crown lawyers added, that nothing could satisfy Gov-
ernment short of unconditional submission. "The Ameri-
(:(1ns have no terms to demand," said he, "from your justice,
whatever they may hope from your grace and mercy." Sir,
when the Heathen Emperor, Claudius Casar, held Carac-
tal;lJ,Sand all his British warriours in chains at his chariot
wheels, he talked not so proud a language to his captives,
as these Christian Minisrers, whj\e they invoke the special
interposition of the Almighty, hold forth to their own coun-
trymen hitherto superiour to them in the lists. In short, strip
off the mask and specious falsehoods from every department
of the State, as it is now modeled, and the war is a war of
taxation, a war of injustice, impiety, and endless bloQd-
shed.

Mr. WOMBWELL warmly defendedLord Sandwich,and
gave a long panegyrick upon his private virtues, publick
talents, and industry; said he was the best Minister, and
perhaps the wonhiest man in this country; [here the House
laughed heartily;] that he was not to be hurt by the shafts

of that vehement member who spoke last. His Lordship
ought to ,be revered, and honoured by every honest man
in this country for his services in the department whBre pe
presides; there never was his equal in office; he gloried in
calling him his friend; nor was there a man so admired and
approved of by foreigners.

Mr. LUTTRELL madea short reply, and ended hy saying,
he verily believed that foreigners approved mnch of our
having at this conjuncture such a man in such an office,
and that he might perhaps be worshipped by the savages
of Otaheite. He meddled not with his worthiness in social
life; but he thQught no go~d subject ~f ihis c~qntry held
him worthy of his publick trust.

Lord MULqRAVEsaid, he was glad to find the honourable
member intended to move for asedous parliamentary inquiry
into the conduct of his noble friend at, thlt pea~ of the Ad-
miralty Board; that whenever the truth Game out, the
honourable member, however prejudiced he was ilt t4is
time, by vague, ill-founded, and empty conjectures, would,
if he had any candour in bis nature, becomeaG9n~ert. to fl
better-founded and [nore just opinion: for that tbe Bri~is1J.
nation ha,d never known a first Commissio,nerof the Adm!:-
raltyequal to the present in capacity and rperitorious servi-
ces. He therefore wisped the honourable member to move
a fair, publick test of the~lOble ~arl's'Gonduci; and he, as
the noble Earl's friend, would stand as forward as any gen-
tleman in opposition could do to second it.

Lord NORTH also got up in behalf of I~ord,Sand,wich;
said, bis Majesty had in that noble Earl avery capable and
zealous servant, who ought not to be thus attacked in his,
absence, from a collection of loose surmises, and low news-
paper abuse; that, if the honourable member wQuldil1form
himself .of the r",al desert of the noble Earl, in his official
character, he must retract his imputation, and admit that t\;le
most labpri9u~ aqd ,emi1wnt publick seryiceshad,been ren-
dered,this empire since he came to the naval aQministra-
tion; neither CQuldany of his predecessors(upon the whole)
boast equal pretensions to the applause oLthis cou,ntry, and
the respect of every unprejudiced individl!al.

Lord P ALMERSTONEspoke in support of Lord Sandwich,
and the present Board of Admiralty; b!.!t be said, that in
commending the noble Earl'sassidlJjty and talents, he would
not be understood to detract in any degree from the praise
due to Sir Edward Hawke (now Lord Hawke,) with whom
he had likewise been in office. His Lordship acquitted
himself with a propriety of temper, and in terms becoming
the peculiar situation of having served his Majesty at the
Admiralty Board, under three successive Administrations.

Mr~ BULLER stated the number of mariners in the British
ports as suilicient for the defence of these dominions, and
mainte_nanceof oUr Q;1tional honour upon the seas, against
any combined powers whatever that might attempt hostili-
ties.

[Mr. LUTTRELL rose to reply to the several advocates for
the noble £arl; but some strong expressions faBing from him,
which seemed applied to Lord Mulgrave, the latter was
en~ering upon too warm an altercation, when a cooler dia-
logue was recommended to both ge[jtlemen by Sir Edward
Astley and Sir Fletcher Norton, the latter of whom desired
the Chairman to rea"d the resQlution, in ordel' to preserve
order, by keeping both the honourable gentlemen to the
proper subject cO[jtained in the resolution. J

Mr. LU'rTRELL told Lord Itlulgrave, he was not apt to
become a convert in principle or persuasion, after he had
once formed his mind upon the best lights his understanding
could furnish; that the two noble Lords .on the opposite
bench did him injustice, when they imputIJd his conduct anI}
accusations to anonymous slander, or a vague unsubstantial
testimony of any nature whatever; that when this boasted
service or the noble Earl came to be inquired into, it would
be found he had been entrusted an!lually with twice as much
of the publick money as anyone of his predecessorsin offi,ce;
thereforehe ol.Jghtcertainly to have the fleet in a l1)ore for-
midableand respectable condition; but certain it was, that
a great part of this treasure was not applied to the uses for
which it was granted; there had been a multitude of errours
and much corruption, which he was prepared to produce
evidence of, whenever the House would give a candid hear-
ing. He thanked Lord Mulgrave for offering to second his
inquiry, but could never have expected such a favour from
a member for Huntington.
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Sir HUGHPALLISERclosed the arguments in Committee,
by silying, he boped tbe House would take confidence in
the present strengtb of our naval establishment at bome,
and sufficiency of sbips and men.

The question being put, was agreed to. The House was
resumed, and Mr. Speaker took tbe cbair.

Honourable Mr. LUTTRELLthen moved, as the first evi-
dence necessary, on which to establish the truth of his
cbarges, and even for the material information of Parlia-
ment, independent of the proposed address to the King, to
displace tbe Earl of Sandwich; "That tbe proper officers
do lay on the table tbe latest weekly accounts received at
the Admiralty, prior to the opening of the present session
of Parliament, from the Admiral, or Commander-in-Chief
of all his Majesty's ships and vessels at the several depart-
ments of Portsmouth, Chatham, and Plymouth; together
with the latest week's account received at the said Board,
prior to the commencement of this session, of all ships and
vessels of war employed on Channel service, or on the coast
of Great Britqin or lreland." Mr. LUTTRELLsaid, that he
would show by these accounts, that the information given
to both Houses of Parliament and the publick, on the first
day of this session, of the state of the Navy, when it was
officially alleged, that we had twenty-t?ree ships-of-the-line' .
fit to take the seas, and many more IIIgreat forwardness;

.,.

and that our flt# at home was then a full match for the
combined squadrons of France and Spain, should they visit
these coasts, was a dangerous, wicked, and willful imposi-
tion on Parliament, and the whole nation. We had not, be
said, near seven thousand effective men in the twenty-three
guard-ships put together, and, to complete their complements
for war, near double that number would be requisite. Our
frigates, sloops, and small craft, were most of them upon
remote service; and those ships-of-the-line, put lately into
commission, alleged by the American Secretary [Lord
George Germaine] to be "in great forwardness," had not,
one with another, a twentieth part of their war complement;
neither were the returns of the impressed men in and about
this metropolis, on the first night of issuing the warrants,
above one third in number of what the runners of Govern-
ment were ordered to spread abroad. At Portsmouth and
its environs, the intention of impressing men was known to

all the seafaring people twenty-four hours before the press-
ganfFs were in motion; so we succeeded but ill in that
qua~ter, and still worse on the western coasts. In short, if
the people of England knew the real state of our marine
power and resources, and the great superiority of our nat-
ural enemies in these seas, they would scarce suffer so many
ships and men to be despatched to tbe furthest quarter of the
globe, even on a more rational and profitable pursuit than
the reduction of our American Colonies to despotism, before
we had secured the seat of our empire from invasion and
ruin. He was confident, after what had passed, after the
impatience of the noble Earl's fi'iends to bring him to a fair
ordeal, he should be seconded in this motion by one of the
Lords of the Admiralty, or the noble Lord [Lord Mulgrave]
in his eye.

The ATTORNEy-GENERALargued strenuously against re-
ceiving the motion: and the fi'iends of Administration were
for throwing it out without further discussion.

Right Honourable T. TOWNSHEND,after showing that
the motion'was strictly parliamentary and of material import
to the business then before the House, seconded it; and
asked what opinion any unprejudiced person could entertain
of those gentl()men who so strenuously encouraged the hon-
~urable gentleman in his inquiry, and now shrunk fi'om the
trial. This clandestine and unwarranted step of withhold-
ing the first official papers called for by the honourable
member, would stamp a sentence on their friend and patron,
not much to his honour 01'his advantage.

Mr. H. W. HARTLEYlikewise supported Mr. Luttrell,
and drew a mournful picture of this country in its present
condition, and a very odious one of the Administration, and
tbe systems on which they act.

Honourab]e Mr. LUTTRELLinsisted, that the absolute
management of the maritime power of the British empire
was too arduous, too solid, too Important a trust, to be com-
mitted to a bon vivant of Lord Sandwich's levity of dispo-
sition and known depravity of conduct, especially now the
piping hoursofjubilee and dallianceare at an end j and we
ought to prepare for naval operations of the most substan-
tial and critical import to the safety of these islands.

The question being put, the motion was negatived with-
out a division.

CORRESPONDENCE,PROCEEDINGS,&c. .

SILAS DEANE TO THE SECRET COMMITTEE.

Paris, 1st Deeember, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Among the many important objects which
employ your whole attention, I presume ways and means
for defraying the expense of the present war, has a capital
place; you will therefore give the following thoughts the
weight which they deserve: In the first place, to emit more
bills will be rather dangerous, for money, or whatever passes
for such, when it exceeds the amount of the commerce of a
State, must lose its value, and the present circumscribed
state of the American commerce, is perhaps within the
amount of your emissions already made. Your bills, there-
fore, must be borrowed of individuals by the publick at
interest, 01'those already emitted paid off by taxes, and new
emissions made. Some Colonies, I am sensible, may now
be content with a tax, but it is most probably quite out of
the power of some, and a measure rather impolitick in a
majority of the Colonies or States durante bello. To effect
any considerable loan in Europe is perhaps difficult; it has
not been tried; and on the probability of succeeding in this,
I will give my sentiments bereafter; tbis isobvious, that let
tbe loan be made when it will, it must have a day fixed for
payment, and respect to some fund appropriated to that
purpose.

Tbe relying on future taxes is holding up to the people a
succession of distresses and burthens, which are not to cease
even with the war itself. Whereas, could they have a
prospect of paying the expenses of the war at the close of
it, and enjoying the remainder of their fortunes clear of in-
cumbrance, it must greatly encourage and animate both the
publick and private in pushing it on with vigour. Loan of
six or eight millions, or a debt of that amount, will probably
enable you to finish the war. This I am confident ma)' be

negotiated on terms which I will propose bercafter; but pre-
viously let it be attended to, that the present contest has
engaged tbe attention of all Europe; more, it will eventually
interest all Europejn favour of the United States-the Rus-
sians in the north and PortuO"alin the south excepted. I
make no consideration of the 1ittle mercenary Electorates in
my calculation. The mercantile part of the other Powers
are convinced wbere their interest appears so evidently
engaged. The political part are sensible of the importance
of enlarging their own naval concerns and force, and r.heck-
ing that of Great Britain.

The good and wise part, the lovers of liberty and human
happiness, look forward to the establishment of American
freedom and independence as an event whicb will secure to
them and their descendants an asylum from the effects and
violence of despotick power, daily gaining ground in every
part of Europe. From these, and other considerations, on
which I need not be minute, emigrations from Europe will
be prodigious immediately on the establishment of American
independency. The consequence of this must be the rise.
of the lands already settled, and a demand for new or un-
cultivated; on this demand I conceive a certain fund may
now be fixed. You may smile, and recollect the sale of
the bearskin in the fable, but at the same time must be sen-
sible that your wants are real; and if others can be induced
to relieve tbem, it is indifferent to you whether they have a
consideration in hand or in prospect.

I trace the river Ohio from its junction to its bead; thence
north to Lake Erie, on the south and west of that lake to
Fort Detroit, which is in the latitude of Boston; thence a
west course to the :Mississippi, and return to the place of my
departure. These three lines, of near one thousand miles
each, include an immense territory, in a fine climate, well
watered, and by accounts exceeding fertile; it is not in-
habited by any Europeans of consequence, and the tribes'
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of Indians are inconsiderable, and will decrease faster than
the lands can possibly be called for, for cultivation. To
this r ask your attention, as a resource amply adequate, under
proper regulations, for defraying the whole expense of the
war, and the sums necessary to be given the Indians in pur-
chase of the native right. But to give -this land value, in-
habitants are necessary. I therefore propose, in the first
place, that a grant be made of a tract of land at the mouth
of tbe Ohio, between that and the "Mississippi, equal to
two hundred miles square, to a company formed indiscrimi-
nately of Europeans and Americans, which company should
form a distinct State, confederated with and under the gen-
eral regulations of tbe United States General of America.
That the Congress of the United States shall out of such
grant reserve the defraying or discharging the publick debts
or expenses, one-fifth part of all the lands, mines, &c.,
within said tract, to be disposed of by the Congress in such
manner as good policy and the publick exigencies may dic-
tate; the said one-fifth to be sequestered out of every grant
or settlement made by the company, of equal goodness with
the rest of such grant or settlement; the company on their
part shall engage to have in seven years after the passing
such grant thousand families settled on said grant,
and civil government regulated and supported on the most
free and liberal principles, taking therein the advice of the
honourable Congress of the United States of North-America.
They shall also, from and after their having one tbousand
families as above said, contribute tbeir proportion of the
publick expenses of the continent, or United States, accord-
inrr to the number of their inhabitants, and shall be entitled
to"a voice in Congress as soon as they are called on thus to
contribute. The company shall at all times have the pre-
ference of purchasing the Continental or common interest
thus reserved, wben it shall be offered to sale. The com-
pany shall consist, on giving the patent or grant, of at least
one hundred persons.

These are the outlines of a proposed grant, which you
see contains more than twenty-five millions acres of land,
the one-fifth of which, if a settlement is carried on vigorously,
will soon be of most prodigiousvalue. At this time a com-
11anymight be formed in France, Germany, &c., who would
form.a stock of one hundred thousand pounds sterling, to
defray the expense of this settlement. By such a step you
in the first place extend the circle of your connection and
influence, you increase the number of your inhabitants, pro-
portionably lessen the common expense, and have in the
reserve a fund for pub]ick exigencies. Furtber, as this com-
pany would be in a great degree commercial, tbe establish-
ing commerce at the junction of these large rivers would
immediately give a value to all the lands situated on or near
them, within the above extensive description; and further
grants might admit of larger reserves, amply sufficient for
defraying the expenses of the war, and possibly for estab-
lishing funds for other important purposes.

It may be objected, this is not a favourable time for such
a measure. I reply, it is the most favourable that can
happen. You want money, and by holding up thus
early to view a certain fund, on wbich to raise it, even
the most certain in the world, that of land security, yon
may obtain the loan and engage tbe moneyed interest of
Europe in your f.wour. I have spoke with many persons
of good sense on this subject, which makes me the more
sanguine.

As to a loan! I will now dismiss t.hisscheme, to speak of
that; only addmg, or rather repeatmg, what I have in a
former letter wrote, that a lal"ge and generous allowance
ought immediately be made for the officers and soldiers
serving in the present war, in which rerrard should be had
to the wounded, the widow, or children~ of those who fall,
and to the term or number of campaigns each one serves.
This will make the Army consist literally of a set of men
fighting fQrfreehold; and it will be a great encouragement
to foreigners, with whom five hundred dr a thousand acres
of land has a great sound.

It has been a question with me at times, whether, if our
commerce were open and protected, the Colonies would be
wise in negotiating a loan. But on considerinrr tbat before
this war the importation of the Colonies just about balanced
their exportations, I cannot think it possible with the most
rigid economy, supposing exports as ]arrre as formerly to
make a lessening of consumption equal to the amount of 'the

expenses of the war, and that consequently a debt must he
contracted by tbe publick somewhere.

Tbe question which naturally rises on this is, whether it
be most prudent to contract this debt at home or abroad?
To me it admits of no doubt, that the latter is to be preferred
on every account. If you can establish a credit and pay
your interest punctually, tbe rate of interest win be less by
two or three per cent. in Europe than in America. You
will thereby engage foreigners by the surest tie, that of their
immediate interest, to support your cause, with many other
obvious reasons for preferring the latter mode.

But the next question is, where can you borrow and what
security can you ofter? Holland is at present the centre of
money and credit for Europe, and every nation-is more or
less indebted to them, collectively, to such an amount that
could the nations in Europe at once pay the whole of their
debts to this Hepublick of Mammon, it would as effectually
ruin it as the breaking in of the sea through their dykes.
Would you know the credit and situation of the affairs of
the different kingdoms, consult the books of the Dutclt
banks. This kingdom has been in bad credit from the
viIIainy of a late Comptroller-General, as it is said, one
Abbe Terrai, against whose administration the severest
things have been said and wrote. He was succeeded by the
much esteemed Mons. Turgot, and stocks rose and 11com-
mission given a banker (a correspondent of mine in Amster-
dam) to negotiate a loan; but the dismissionof Mons. Turgot,
and the indifferent opinion moneyed men at least had of his
successor, Mons. Clllgny, prevented the loan .and fell the
stocks. Mons. Clugny died last week, and IS succeeded
ostensibly by one Mons. Tabouron; I say ostensibly, for
one Mr. Necker, a noted Protestant banker, is joined with
him as Intendant of the Treasury. This raised stocks im-
mediately; and I am told they have already risen ten per
cent. This is the most politick appointment that could have
been made; and it deserves our notice, that where a man has
it in his power to be of publick service, his principles of
religion are not a sufficient obstacle to hinder his promotion
even in France. This will probably enable this kingdom to
borrow money, which, from all appearances, will soon be
wanted.

Spain, from the punctuality of its payments of interest
and its well-known treasures, is in high credit in Holland.
Denmark borrows at four per cent.; Sweden at the same;
the Emperor of Germany, from the security of his hereditary
dominions, and the Empress of Russia, from her having
late]y 'paid part of the large sum she borrowed in the
Turkish wars, are both of them in good credit. Tbe credit
of Great Britain, though it has not fell, yet it is in a ticklish
situation, with these foreseeing people; who, on receiv-
ing the news of the action on Long-Island, which raised
stocks a trifle in England, began immediately to sell out.
Not a Power in Europe, the King of Prussia excepted, can
go to war without borrowing money of Holland to a greater
or less amount; and whilst so many borrowers are in its
neighbourhood, whose estates, as I may say, are settled and
known, it is n'ot to be expected Holland will be fond of
lending money to the United States of North-America,
though we should offer an higher interest.

To offer a large interest might be tempting, but it would
be very ruinous to us; and I conceive it will never be thought
prudent to permit higher than five per cent. interest in the
States of North-America, and this is but one per cent. more
than is given in Europe. This view leads me again to
reflect, as I constantly do, with the utmost grief on the un-
accountable delay of proper authority announcing the inde-
pendency of the United States of North-America, and
proposing terms of aHiance and friendship with France and
Spain. This, I am as confident as I can be of any thing not
already effected, would at once remove this and many other
difficulties; would put our affairs on the most established
and respectable footing, and oblige Great Britain herself to
acknowledge our independency and court our friendship, or
hazard the chance of ceasing to be a nation. On such
powers being received and presented, these kingdoms, I
have no doubt, would become our guaranty for the money
we want, and the produce of our country will be wanted
f(Jrthe interest, and even the principal, fast as we can trans-
port it hither. But as no such powers and instructions are
received, it is possible you tpean not to send any.

I will mention a few thoughts on another plan. You are
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not in want of money, but the effects of money, in the man-
ufactures of Europe. Of these the Colonies, or United
States, must now have a demand for some miHionssterling.
These manufactures are to be had principally in France and
Holland. As to the latter, they have not at present, and
are resolved never to have, any peculiar connection with, or
friendship for, any Power further than their commerce is
served by it; but that is not the ruling passion of the former,
but the desire of humbling their old rival and hereditary
enemy, and aggrandizing their monarchy, are predominant;
and never was there a more favourable opportunity than the
present. So favourable is it, that were the funds of this
kingdom in a little better situation, and were they confident
the Unitea States of America would abide by their inde-
pendency, not a moment's time would be lost in declaring,
even though you had made no application direct, whatever
part this kingdom takes will be pursued by the Court of
Madrid. Would this Court give a credit even to private
merchants, it would answer the same purpose as a loan, as
for instance, the United States want about three miHion
value of manufactures annuaJly (it has heretofore been rising
of that) from Europe; if this Court will give a credit to that
amount to any body of men in the kingdom, that company
may engage to pay the Court the same amount in Conti-
nental bills within a limited time, this company may send
to America supplies to that amount, as the Congress shall
order such goods as are wanted, either for Army or Navy.
The Congress will instantly deposit their bills for the
amount, the residue may be sold at a stated advance for
Continental bills, the whole of the amount immediately put
on interest to this Court; this win be the calling in of such
an amount of the bills, and of course give the greater cur-
rency to the whole; mean time, this Court must become
interested to have the commerce free, by which alone re-
mittances can be made. This is but a sudden thought,
recommended to you for digesti-ng, if deemed worthy of
pursuing. That something this way may be effected, I can
have no doubt, while I have this most unequi\'ocal evidence:
I am now credited to the amount of all the supplies for
thirty thousand men, a train of artillery amounting to more
than two hundred pieces of brass cannon, ammunition, &c.,
&c., which must be of near half a million sterling, not osten-
sibly by the Court, but by a private company; at the same
time other companies, as well as individuals, after offering
any loan or credit I should ask, always brought in sooner or
later the condition of having my bills endorsed by some
banker or person of credit, where you are sensible, in my
situation, the affair ended, though in several instances I had
the most flattering encouragement, and expected most as-
suredly no security would be required: but tbat this par-
ticular house should be able and willing to advance tbis
prodigious sum at once, and without security, is no way
surprising, but perfectly consistent with what I have all
along asserted. -

The most effectual,card now played by the British Am-
bassador is, asserting that an accommodation will soon
take place, and by some means or other conjecturing my
want of powers by my not publickly appearing at COllrt.
He is bold in this assertion, and I find it the greatest diffi-
culty I have to encounter. But I will not enter on a sub-
ject which has well-nigh distracted me, and embarrassed
and dishea~tened, in a greater or less degree, every friend of
America. The late conduct of the Court of Spain respect-
ing Captain Lee, whose case I mentioned before, is a striking
proof of what I have so positively asserted of the good dis-
position of both these Courts. They dismissed the com-
plaint against him, affi)rded him protection, with assurances
of every assistance he might need, declal'ing publickly that
their ports were equally free forAmericans as for Brito1J-s.
I have besides these overt acts, still more convincing proofs
that the moment your application is made, every thing will
be set in proper motion.

I now dismiss a subject which has given, and still con-
tinues to give me as much anxiety as I can strugO'lewitb,
nnd mention another a little new, but indeed s;mewbat
connected with it: it is the equipping of a number of Ame-
rican ships of war in the ports of France. Considering
the price of duck, cordage, ordnance, and other military
stores in America, they may be built much cheaper here.
This is not the sole advantage. They may carryover
stores of every kind in safety, as being Frenclt bottotlls,

ostensibly at least. All the brave and ingenious in the ma.
rine department in this kingdom would become adventurers
in person or in purse and influence in such a scheme; and
I speak on good ~rounds when I say, in three months after
receiving your orders, I can have ten ships of at least thirty-
six guns each, at your service, independent of assistance
immediately from Government, so much attention is paid to
the American cause by all persons of consequence in this
kingdom.

Tbe honourable Congress must, I conceive, either con-
tinue emitting bills or borrow money; and I submit it
whether it be not preferable to borrow of foreign States
than of individuals, in the present situation of American
affairs. If of foreigners, I am convinced you may borrow
fiveor six millionsof Holland, on France becomingyour
security. This I am confident may be obtained on apf1li-
cation to this Court and Spain; ~nd that on these princi-
ples, they can by no means be willing to pe,rmit the Colonies
to return to their former subjection to Great Britain, armed
as both countries are. Their possessions in America mllst
lie at the mercy of Great Britain on such an event as a
reconciliation with the Colonies. The Colonies being in
want of the manufactures of Europe, of this kingdom in
particular, this sum would, a principal part of it, rest in
France, and give a great spring to their manufactures, and
give them the advantage of the first lead in American com-
merc,e. These are important objects, and I have no doubt
would be considered of consequence sufficient for them to
risk such a credit. Rich individuals offer to supply any
quantity of goods or stores on such security, and I believe
the latter would do considerable, were they only assured of
five per cent. interest on their debts after due.

But I submit the whole ,to the mature consideration of
the honourable Congress; and am, &c.,

SILAS DEANE.

GEORGE COOK TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, December 1st. 1776.

HONOURED GENTLEMEN: We got safe to Baltimore on
Friday morning, and since have not been able to do any
thing for want of a whal{ for the ship to clean at. I
expect to get one that Mr. Lux has two brigs at, Monday
morning, and shall use my utmost endeavours in getting the
ship ready for sea as soon as possible. As soon as the
tender is fit to be sent to Potomack, I shall send her off,
with instructions to call at .Annapolis, and take Mr.1t'Iiddle-
ton with them, to endeavour to find our anchor. I shall
acquaint you /i'om time to time how we go on.

I have the honour to be, honoured gentlemen, yom most
obedient, humble servant, GEORGECOOK.
The honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.

P. S. Enclosed I send you two ad..ertisements of the
sale of the snow Georgia. I sbould be glad to be informed
what we are to do for mops for the ship's company, which
are much wanting, or whether I may not contract for such
articles as are wanting, if I have it in my power.

JESSE HOLI,INGSWORTH TO 1IIARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, December 1st, 1776.

SIRs: The bearer, Mrs. Trepolet,is uneasy about bel'
bouses taken by Captains Ewin, Srnitli" and Ramsey, last
winter for barracks. I have troubled you on tbe same ac-
count once before. I was called on by the Court to value
the houses when they were taken, and I believe for tbat
reason the widow insists I will do something for her. Tl)is
was all settIed; she was paid, but since the houses was
'much abused, a,n~ she 'thinks will be recovered. Tbey are
better forbarra~ks than any in town, and I believe the
abll.'3eshad best be 'repaired. Tbey are very careless, and
she thinks they will burn her and all sbehas by theil' neg-
lect. I think she has catched them with large fires against
the walls on the outside. But what she says I think may
be depended on, and must leave you and bel' to settle it.
Please excuse for this freedom; it is for a widow.

From your humble servant,
JESSE HOLLINGSWOl\TH.

The honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.
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JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.
Baltimore, December 1st, 1776.

SIRs: I have provided for you near two hundred barrels
of beef, which the butehers have, and are delivering every day.
The bearer, Mr. Crafford, has a parcel of be~f, barreled
and to barrel, which he thinks very good, and wants to sell.
The quantity he has is so great that I did not choose to
purchase it withGut your consent. If you think so much
beef will be wanted please write, and it shall be purchased.
There is no pork yet come to hand, but I think there will
be a great number of hogs in this winter, for the people's
expectations are up. If Mr. Cra.fford's beef would do for
Captain Cook, some of Captain Cook's agents ought to ex-
amine it and be satisfied as to the quality.

- Captain Gibbenshassailed as low as the boom. Cap-
tain Martin will be loaded this week, and shall do every
thing in my power to get them away; but it is hard to be
done. There is a schooner here owned by Messrs. Morris

and Turnbull. She is quite new, and seems a good vessel.
Her fore timbers are all mulberry. She has all her sails but
a flying jib, new and in good order; good anchors and
cables. I think her a good vessel and fit for sea; but the
price is high. Fourteen hundred pounds is the price, he
told me to \vrite. She, I think, will carry near five hun-
dred barrels. Please let me know what you would have
done in this. The Captain is waiting for your directions to
Captain Cook about the mate. I have a deal of trouble,
and fear you blame me for delaying the vessel, but I can
load twenty vessels rather than man and sail two. The
money paid to Captains and sailors is wonderful, and no
way to shun it. Shall send you your nails as soon as I can,
but there is no such thing as I know of.

From your friend and humble servant,
JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH.

The Council of Safety.

THOMAS SMYTH TO ~IARYL.\ND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Chester-Town, December 1st, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: This wil1 be delivered you by Robert Read,
a blacksmith of this town, who waits on the Council to sell
them seventeen muskets which he has made, and carries
with him. They seem to be strong and substantial. He
proposes contracting with your Board for a good many.
He bears the character of an honest man; has some real
property in this town, and,I believe, would be pretty
punctual.

I wrote the Council a few days ago that no salt had
reached me for curing the beef and pork they had gi\'en me
orders to purchase. I could have purchased by this time
the one hundred barrels of beef and as many of pork, had
the salt been ready; but for want thereof could not pretend
to buy a single beef, and most of it is now soJd.

There is a good deal of very fine pork to seIJ, which the
farmers hold very high, up to forty-five shillings pel' hun-
dred weight, and some people, I am told, have offered that
price. Little or none has yet been sold, and I apprehend
it may be bought at forty shillings per hundred weight. If
you propose to limit me in price or quantity, please to write
me particularJy by the bearer of this letter. The salt ought
t.o be here now, as most people wil1 sell their pork in the
course of two weeks; and when the salt arrives I shall do
the best I can. The people of the neighbourhood of this
town, both in this County and Queen Anne's, are greatly

distressed for the want of salt. The Council would relieve
their distre5ses much if they could send some for their use
at the time they send that intended for the Province use,
and I would engage to distribute the salt and remit the
Council the money for it.

The row gal1ey that is building at my yard is nearly
ready to launch. The cables and ancbors a~e wantiner to

. secure her when in the water; the guns are wanting to
enable the carpenters to make the carriages, and tile pig iron
for ballast. The Council will please to djrect me what name
to call her.

lVIr. Thomas Coursey, who stands of the list of appoint-
ments, would accept of the appointment of her. I am told
he i~ very capable, and \Vas all Jast war engaged in the sea
serVICe, and had the command of a privateer; or he would
accept of the command. of one of the Province merchant

FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. Ill.

vessels. Mr. Coursey is well known to se\'era[ gentlemen
of YOllr Board. '

The Council will please excuse tbe liberty I have taken
in mentioning Mr. Coursey; and am, with much respect,
gentlemen, your obedient servant, THO'S SMYTH.
The honourablethe Council of Safety of Maryland, An-

napolis.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philade1phill, December 18t;1776.

SIR : Your favour of the 30th November was duly re-
ceived; in consequence of which, as the contents were of
the utmost importance, I thought proper to call the Con-
gress together; whose resolutions of this day I now do my-
self the honour to enclose.

.Considering- the very critical situation of our affairs, the
Conerresshave agreed that you may order into the Jerseys
the ~'oops who are at present on the east side of Hudson's
river, if it should be your opinion the publick service wi1\
receive any benefitfromsuch a movement.

You wiII please to direct that the clothing, as fast as it
arrives at Head-Quarters, or at any of the camps, should be
given to those soldiers who stand most in need of them..

The Secret Committee will order one or two persons to
set out immediately to the Eastern States, to see that the
clothing and stores which have been purchased in that quar-
ter be sent to the Army with all possiLle despatch.

I have the honour to be, with sentiments of the most per.
fect esteem and respect, sir, your most obedient and very
humble servant, JOHN HANCOCK,President.

His Excellency General Washington.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO DOCTOR MORGAN.

Philadelphia, December 1st, 1776.

SIR: The enclosed resolve of Congress, relative to your
duty and the department in which you are to exercise it, I
baVI' it in cbarge from Congress to transmit to you as the
rule of your conduct.

I have the honour tQ be, sir, your roost obedient and very
humble servant, JOHN HANCOCK,President.
Doctor Morgan.

[Same to Doc\or Shippen.]

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Brunswick, December 1st, 1776.

SIR: I yesterday had the honour of writing, and to advise
of our arri val here. I am now to inform you that the enemy
are sti\] advancing, and that their vanguard had proceeded
as far as Bonum, a small town about four miles this side of
Woodbridge, according to my last intelligence. As to their
number, reports are various; some say they were joined
yesterday by a considerable reinforcement from Staten-
Island. How far this fact may be true, I cannot determine;
but from every information before, they were between six
and seven thuusand strong. I have for some time past
supposed Philadelphia to be the object of their movements,
and have every reason to believe my opinion wel] founded,
the ad\'ices of sundry persons who have had an opportunity
of mixing and conversing with them on the march agreeing
that such is the report.

I have wrote to Governour Lit,ingston upon the subject,
requesting his utmost exertions to forward Qn every succaur
in his power. The same, I trust, wi\] be attended to in
Penns!Jlvania. Without a sufficient number of men and
arms, their progress cannot be checked. At present our
force is totally inadequate to any attempt.

Se\'eral officers belonging to the enemy, who were pris-
oners, have obtained permission to return. I have not yet
sent in the names of those belonging to us, that are to be
exchanged for 'em. By a Virginia paper, I perceive that
Captain 1I'1organ and Lieutenant Heath, who wpre taken
prisoners at Quebeck, and now on parole, are promoted
in the late arrangement of officers in that State, the former
to a reITiment, the latter to a majority. It would be we\]
if they \~ere released; but being Virginians, and not know-
iner that any gentlemen who were taken at the same time
ar~ so circumstanced, I have declined claiming their return

65
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without the opinion of Congress, lest I should incur the
charge of partiality.'

. I have sent forward Colonel Humpton to coHect proper
boats and craft at the ferry for transporting our troops, and
it will be of infinite importance to have every other craft
besides what he takes for the above purpose secured on the
west side of Delaware, otherwise they may fall into the
enemy's hands and facilitate their views.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient servant,
Go. WASHINGTON.

P. S. Half after one o'clock, P. 1}L-Tbe enemy are
fast advancing. Some of 'em are now in sight. AH the men
of the Jersey Flying-Camp, under General Howe, being
applied to, have refused to continue longer in service.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR LIVINGSTON.

Brunswick, December I, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I wrote to you yesterday; but as from every
information of the motions of the enemy, their intent seems
plainly directed through this State, and then on to Phila-
delphia, I cannot help caHing on you, in the most urgent
manner, and begging you to fall upon proper means to draw
forth tbe strength of your Provinc!: to my support.

The enemy's advanced parties were last night at Bonum
town, four miles on this side of Woodbridge. They are
impressing wagons and horses, and collecting cattle and
sheep, which is a further proof of theit. intent to march a
considerable dista\lce. Unless my force is speedily aug-
mented, it will be impossible for me to make any sland at
this place, when the enemy advance, as I have not, inclu-
ding General Williamson's Militia, (say one thousand,) more
than four thousand men. Tbe Militia from the Counties of
Morris and Sussex turn out slowly and reluctantly; whether
owing to the want of o~cers of spirit to encourage them,
or your summons not bemg regularly sent to them, I cannot
say; but I have reason to believe there has been a defi-
ciency in both cases. Designing men have been pUl'posely
sent among them, to influence some and intimidate others;
and except gentlemen of spirit and character will appear
among them, and rouse them, little can be expected. I
wrote to General Williamson last night, and pressed him to
exert himself; but I have reason to believe he has not the
confidence of the people as much as could be wished. My
accounts of the reinforcements to be expected from Penn-
$ylvania are very encouraging; but, from the distance and
necessary delays attending a sudden march, I cannot look
for them under a, week or ten days, in which time the enemy
will have reached the Delaware, at least, if not opposed
by more than my present numbers. General Lee is on his
march down to join me; but if the enemy should throw in
a body of men between us, he will be obliged to make a
considerable circuit to avoid them. The boats and craft all
along the Delaware side should be secured, particularly
the Durham boats used for the transportation of produce
down the river. Parties should be sent to all the landings,
to bave them removed to the other side, hauled up and put
under proper guards. One such boat would transport a
regiment of men.

I have, &c., Go. W ASIUNGTON.
To Governour Livingston, New-Jersey.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL LEE.

Brunswick, December 1st, 1776,

DEARSIR: The enemy are advancing, and have got as
far as Woodbridgeand Amboy, and frominformationnot to
be doubted, mean to push to Philadelphia. The force I
have with me is infinitely inferiour in number, and such as
cannot give or promise the least successful opposition. It
is greatly reduced by the departure of the Maryland Flying-
Camp men, and sundry other causes. I must entreat you to
hasten your march as much as possible, or your arrival may
be too late to answer any valuable purpose. Your route,
and the place to join me, I cannot particularize; in tbese
instances YOllmust be governed by circumstances, and the
intelligence you receive. Let the former be secure. I hope
to meet a considerable reinforcement of Pennsylvania Asso-
ciators; it is said they seem spit'ited upon this occasion.

I am, dear sir, yours, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.
To Major-General Lee.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL HOWE.

Brunswick, December 1st, 1776.

SIR: I am to acknowledge the honour of your favour of
the 11th ultimo, and to thank you for YOUI'polite return of
my letter to Mrs. Washington.

A<rreeingto the proposition YOIlwere pleased to make
for tI~eexchange of such prisoners as can be conveniently
coJIecten, the gentlemen whose names are specified in the
enclosed list, have permission to proceed immediately to
New- York. Others, as soon as they arrire, wiJI be aJIowed
the same indulgence. At a proper season I shall require a
return of the like 'number, and of equal rank.

Having directions from Congress to propose an exchange
of Governour Franklin for Brigadier-General Thompson, I
would take the liberty to submit the matter to your determi-
nation, and to request your answer upon the subject.

Besides the persons included in tbe encloserllist, Captain
Hesketh, of the Seventh Regiment, his lady, threQchildren,
and two servant maids, were permitted to go in a few days
ago.

I am, sir, witb due respect, your most obedient servant,
Go. W ASUJNGTON

To Lieutenant-General Howe.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

December 1st, 1776, half after 7, p. m.

SIR: In a little time after I wrote you this evening, the
enemy appeared in several parties on the beights opposite
Brunswick, and were advancing in a large body towards
the crossing place. We had a smart cannonade whilst we
were parading our men, but without any or but little loss on
either side. It being impossible to oppose them with our
present force with the least prospect of success, we shall
retreat to the west side of Delaware, and have advanced
about eight miles, wbere it is hoped we shall meet a rein-
forcement sufficient to check tbeir progress. I have sent
Colonel Humpton forward to collect the necessary boats for
our transportation, and conceive it proper, that the Militia
f!'OmPennsylvania sbould be ordered towards Trenton, that
they may be ready to join us and act as occasion may
require.

I am, sir, yOllr most obedient servant,
Go. WASHINGTON.

To the Hon. John IIancock, President of Congress.
P. S. I wish my letters of yesterday may arrive safe, being

informed that the return express, who bad 'em, was idling
his time and showing 'em on the road.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON, DATED

NEW-YORK, DECEMBER 1, 1776.

General Howe is returned hither from the Army, and
General Clinton is sailed Ii'om hence with six thousand
men, some say to Rhode-Island. Our successes lately are
very great. It is not alone wbat we have obtained, but the
great good it will do the King's service, by heartening up
those who wereratber lukewarm in his interest. We have
had sllcb numbel'S flock in here, that but for the great pre-
cautionof our General we might have had a famine; but,
considering every thing, provisions are very reasonable.

I sbould not wonder if the King's troops were pllt in pos-
session of Philadelphia without striking a blow. A number
of people are there of great worth, who, though they might
contribute towards the continuation of the war at a distance,
will, I believe, be the first to give up that city should an
enemy appear before it; and this opinion is generally
believed by the most intelligent here.

London, January 14, 1777.

Yestel'day. an officer arrived from Quebeck, which place
he left on the] st of December. He left the troops in can
tonments. An officer of the King's who had been a pris-
oner, was lately b1:ought through the post of Ticonderoga,
and reports that the Rebels were at work upon their fleet
for next season, and says, that they had laid the keels of
twenty-six boats, large and smaJl. The General bas, on
ollr part, laid the keels of six, one of which is to be a
twenty-gun ship. Little is to be apprehended from these
preparatiops of the Rebels, who are in want of artillery,
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and all manner of artic]es for equipping a fleet, and ha,'e
applied to Philadelphia for shipwrights without success,
that city having no assistance to spare, from the considera-
tion of its own defence. The Army in general are \'ery
sickly, and particularly the Brunswickers. Out of twelve
thousand, which was the complement, there are not above
seven thousand effective. The following is the winter
quarters of the Army: General Hospital of the Royal
Artillery is at Montreal; General Fraser's corps of Gren-
adiers ~nd Light Infantry of the British troops, and the
Twenty-Fourth Regiment, upon the south side of the river
St. Lawrence, at Le Prorie, Longlleil Boucher, Ville
Varren. and Isle Therese, Vcr Cheiis, Bouchard, Contre
Creur, 'and Grand St. Curs. Fifty-Third Regiment at
Chamblee. Thirty-First at Baleuil, St. Charles, St. Den-
nis, St Anthony, St. Curs, and Sorrel. Ninth and Forty-
Seventh at Isle Jesus, River de Prarie, St. Luce Recollect,
St. Genevieve, and St. Lawrant. Twenty-First at St.
John's. Sixty-Second at Point Levi, &c., opposite to
Quebeck. Twentieth at the Isle aUT Noix, and Thirty-
Fourth at Quebeck. The Brunswickers and Hanau troQPs
quartered in the river St. Lawrence, from Berthier to Three
Rivers, and forty miles below Three Rivers, in the road to
Quebeck; Maclean's Royal Highland Emigrants, at Chinage
Bonne and river Du China; Sir Jo. Johnston's Regiment,
called the Royal New-Y orkers, at Lachine, La Point Clare,
and St. Ann; the Eighth Regiment in the back posts of
Canada.

There is one very principal fact respecting this unhappy
American war, which ought not to escape tbe publick atten-
tion. It is the difference between the number of troops
paid for, and the nqmber in actual service. The American
establishment is, at this time, fifty-fourthousand men. Gen-
eral Ilowe's last returns are under twenty-two thousand; and
General Carleton'fi under seven thousand; but not to quib-
ble about half a dozen men, suppose them together to be
thirty thousand; it is then a certain fact, that this country
is paying for four-and-twenty thousand men more than are
in the service. The specie "is sent from England for the
payment of these troops. Paper payments in England
have increased amazingly; and the foreign exchange is
rising against us. These are circumstances so very impor-
tant and interesting, that they would in any other time have
awakened the nation, and compelled the Court to abandon
a system of government so very injurious to the publick
welfare. But supposing America should be conquered, it has
been rationaJly asked, What is the advantage gained? She
cannot repay the enormous sum expended. But supposing
America should not be conquered, what is the loss? Not
only the trade, but the islands, and the strength of that
country turned against us. The small progrE'ssmade by
so large an army and fleet in a whole campaign, and the
non-effect of the Commissioners' la!)t proclamation, show
that the latter alternative is but too probable.
.

An able calculator affirms, that the expense of this war
to Great Britain, from the time of the battle of Lexington
to the end of the campaign of 1776, has not been less than
thirty millions; and the loss of troops, British and foreign-
ers, by slain, sickness, desertion, &c., has not been less
during the same period than twenty thousand men. The
West-India planters and merchants alone, estimate their
]osses in the year 1776, by the capture of their ships, at
£ 1,800,000. The other trading vessels, with the ordnance
store-ships, transports, &c., cannot be put at less than
£500,000; and the sailors or hands on board the several
ships, not less than three thousand.

GENERAL HEATH TO COLONEL TYLER.

Peekskill, December ]st, ]776.

DEAR SIR: I have received your fa\'our of the 29th
ultimo, and thank you for the vigilance which you have
discovered in securing the stores, &c., at Tapan. I should
have ordered you to have returned to your former post be-
fore this time, but have waited for the moving of part of the
Army on this side, whom I ha\'e been for several da);s
expecting would cross over the river. They wiJl most
probably pass this day or to-morrow, after which you will
join Colonel H~untington with your regiment, except two
companies, which you are to detach, upon the receipt
hereof, to Colonel Hay's, to p1'Otect such stores and pro-

'*'

,
visions as are there until further orders. Genera] Scott is
now at Colonel Hay's w,ith his brigade, but the time of
their engagement expired yesterday, and I fear that not
many of them wiJl stay longer.

I. am, dear sir, yours affectionately,

Colonel Tyler. ~

W. HEATH.

COLONEL SCAMMELL TO GENERAL HEATH.

General. Lee desires me to inform you, that the State of
New-Jersey is destitute of lead, and that it would be for the
good of the service to forward a quantity on, if there is any
to spare at Peekskill.

With the greatest respect, your most obedient,
A. SCAMMELL,D. A. G.

Major-General Heath.

NICHOLAS QUACKENBUSH TO JUDGE DUER.

Peekskill, December ], 1776.

SIR: Major Hughes has desired me to send to you for three
hundred bushels of oats, which are exceedingly wanted at
his post.

Two divisions of the Army are now coming here, and
Mr. Pemar! assures me tliat there is not a sufficiency of hay
to ]ast two days; and as for grain, there is not more than
three hundred bushels of corn in aJl the stores. You must
be sensible of the difficulties that will ensue fi-omthe scarcity
of .for.ageat this time. Teams must stop, every thing I'e-
mam IIIa confused state, and all owing to the want of har
and grain. I beg, therefore, (in behalf of Mr. Hughes,) that
you would please to ordet' large quantities of both to be for-
warded immediately to this p]ace.

I am, with due respect, sir, your very humble servant,
NICHOLAS QUACKENBUSH.

To Honourable Judge Duer.

ISAAC NICOLL TO PIERRE VAN CORTLANDT.

Peekskill, December 1st, 1776:

SIR: I have just learned from good authority that there
is a considerable quantity of goods and household furniture
in stores near Orange- Town, belonging to Colonel William
Bayard, and sundry other disaffected persons, who are now
actualJy with the enemy. There is to a considerable amount
in and about the camp, of goods-two horses, one yoke of
oxen, and cart, belonging to Joshua Barnes-which goods
was taken going to the enemy. If I could have proper
authority I could have them secured for the good of the
State.

From your sincere friend and humble servant,
ISAAC NICOLL.

To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., at Fishkill.

TIMOTHY DANIELSON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

. Peekskill, December 1st, 1776.

SIR: By order of the late Massachusetts-Bay, we have
appointed William Shepard, James Wilson, John Bailey
Thomas Nixon, Rufus Putnam, and Michael Jackson, Esq.'
to. the command o~ battalions, and John Brooks, Esq.:
Lleuteuant-Colonel m Colonel Jackson's battalion, who is
absent by reason of a wound, and have commissioned them
accordingly.

By order of the Committee of the State of ~Iassachusett$-
Bay, to appoint officers. T DUIO'rHY ANIELSON.

His Excellency George Washington, Esq., Commander-in-
Chief of the Continental Army.

JOHN BARD TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.
Hyde-Park, December], ]776,

SIR: As teams appear at present much wanted at the
Fishkills, I have taken the liberty to offer mine for the
.publick service for a week, which I beg may be at my pri-
vate expense. By the same opportunity I have sent a small
present of cider and fruit, which I beg the Convention will
accept as a peppel'-corn acknowledgment of my respect.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
JOHN BARD.

To Colonel Pierre Cortlandt, Vice President of the hon-
ourable the Convention of tbe State of New- York.
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NEW-YORK COMMITTEE O}o' SAFETY TO CAPTAIN ELMENDORF.

December 1st, 1776.

SIR: The necessity of obstructing tbe navigation of
Hudson's river near Pollepel's Island, having been resolved
upon as an object of the utmost moment to the safety of
this State, the enclosed resolutions have_been adopted.
The advanced season requires that the preparations should
be made with the utmost vigoUl'; and from an opinion which
the Committee of Safety entertain of your activity and your
zeal for the common cause in which we are engaged, they
have unanimously appointed you to the trust mentioned in
the said resolutions. They entertain no doubt but that you
will execute it with fidelity, despatch, and cheerfulness.

I am, sir, your vel")' humble servant. By order of the
Committee of Safety.

Captain John Elmendorf,
Mr. Jeremiah Clarke.

GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Albany, 1st December, 1776.

DEAR GF.NERAL:Enclosed is a publick letter I received
yesterday evening-. As it contained nothing tbat required
immediate despatch, I deferred sending an expl'ess until this
morning. General Arnold sends you his opinion of the
subject of a boom, with a draft. I think I remember to
have been told that the boom which is placed to defend the
dock-yard at Portsmouth is a very heavy chain, which lays
at the bottom of the water; at each end thereof is fastened
a strong cable, which is fixed to a capstan; whenever it is
necessary to raise the boom, the capstans are manned, and
the chain hove as near the sl1l'faceof the water as is thought
necessary. This boom is placed under the cover of two
strong batteries of.canoon, and would also be protected by
ships-of-war moored across the channel.

There is a report here that the King of England is
dead.

I am, &c., HORATIOGATES.
To the Honourable Major-General Schuyler.

COLONEL WAYNE TO GENERAL GATES.

Ticonderoga, 1 December, 1776.

My DEARGENERAL:I anxiously waited for your direc-
tions for my line of conduct as commander of this post until
the 27th ultimo, when I was favoured with instructions from
General Schuyler,viz: That sentrieswere necessaryin an
Army; that cI~anlinesswas conducive to health; that chim-
neys ought to be swept; to send advice if soap and candles
were wanting, &c.. Indeed, the chief purport of them were
to let me know that I had no power to do anyone act,
however necessary, without first obtaining permission in
writing from Head-Quarters at Saratoga or Albany. Not-
withstanding, I shall endeavour to recollect the heads of such
matters as you recommended to me viva voce,and to render
this place as tenable as possible during the time I remain
on the ground.

I mUst take the liberty to remind you that the term for
\vhich the Pennsylvanians are engaged expires the 5th of
next monthjno time is therefore to be lost in relieving them.
We shall be hard set to .get the sick away; OUrhospital, or
rather house of carnage, beggars all description, and shocks
humanity to visit. The cause is obvious: no medicine or
regimen on the ground suitable for the sick; no beds or straw
to lay on; no covering to keep them warm, othel' than their
own thin wretched clothing. .We can't send them to Fort
George as usual, the hospital being removed /i'om thence to
Albany, and the weather is so intensely cold that before
they would reach there they would perish. It lays much in
your power, by a proper representation to Congress, to have
these defects supplied, and many other abuses redressed
that tend to render the service almost intolerable to men
and officers. But as you are a much better judge of those"
matters than me, I shall say no more on the subject.

Enclosed is the return of this garrison for this day, together
with some of the references omitted in the unfinished plan
of Mount Independence and Ticonderoga.

I have advice that Colonel McGaw and Colonel De
Haas (two very good officers) are likely to be promoted
over me. (Their being youn"gerin rank than myself is a

circumstance which, perhaps, you were not acquainted
wilh.) If Congress see cause they undoubtedly have a
right to do it; and for my own part, I shaH with the utmost
composure retire to mySabian fieJd, where love, where
peace, and a\l that man can wish fondly, wails my return.
lne\"er will submit to be commanded by the man whom I
commanded yesterday. I may be wrong, but I have cus-
tom and prejudice in my favour, and a pride common to a
soldier, that wiHnot be easily eradicated-Iilter 710S.

Whilst I am writing, an express brings advice of Fort
Washington being in the hal~ds of tbe enemy, and the
whole garrison, consisting of two thousand men, kiHed or
prisoners. My heart bleeds for poor Washington. Had he
but Southel'll troops he would not be necessitated ROoften
to fly belore an enemy, whom, I fear, has late]y had but too
much reason to hold us cheap.

I wish to God that i~was possible to lead the fifteen hun-
Jred hardy veterans you left with me to your assistance, but
for one day j I wouldrisk my life that Ihey wouldsell their
lives or liberties at too dear a rate for Britons to make many
purchases. But as that is out of my power I can only wish
you success, and assme you that the post YOl!"left to my
charge shaH be maintained; and that I shall always be ready
to serve you with the best service of, dear sir, yours mast
sincerely,- ANT'Y WAYNE.

Major-General Gates.

err As I was beginning to seal this, Captain Church,
whom I had sent down the lake to gain intelligence of the
situation of the enemy, returned and informed me tbat about
four miles below Crown-Point he discovered a large topsail
vessel coming up the lake. He made aH the sail he could
with his boat, and by the help of his oars got clear of her.
She came to anchor at Crown-Point. I sent off two parties
immediately by land to make further discoveries. They
ha\'e not yet returned. Whether this is only a single vessel
come on some scheme, or the advanced guard of the enemy,
I can't determine. I think it js quite too late for an attack;
however, I am preparing for the worst, and will, at all
e\.ents, defend this place until succours can arrive. I would
by no means have this occasion any alarm until you hear
furt1wr from your humble servant, ANT'YWAYNE.

3d December, 1776.

JOSEPH TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

SIR: I leave 1\11'. William Hoskins to act for me in my
absence, in New-England, preparing salted provisions for
another season. I must beg your Excellency's directions
to him from time to time as occasion may require, and war-
rants on the Paymaster-General from time to time as he may
apply, as the season is coming on for prO\'iding" necessaries

fOl"the winter, and llext season the demands wi!! be large.
Whatever sums he may receive I shall hold myself account-
able for.

I am, most respectfully,dear General, your most humble
servant, Jos. TRUMBULL.
His Excellency General Washington.

GOVERNOtJR. COOKE TO MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY.

Providence, December 2, 1776-past 12 o'clock ~
at night. S

HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN: I have just received un-
doubted information that a large fleet of square-rigged
vessels was seen this morning between Block-.Island and
j}1ontauk,steering for Newport. When the letters were
writing to me from Colonel Noyes and Colonel Sturton,
eleven sailwere plainlydisco\'ered,and when the expresses
came away several more have in sight. I am mustering
the Militia of this State, and must earnestly entreat you not
to lose a moment's time in assembling a force to march
immediately to the assistance of this State, and act as the
exigency of affairs shall require. I also give this informa-
tion by express to Governour 1'rumbull, and desire you to
forward the enclosed immediately.

I am, in great haste, respectfully, your Honours' most
obedient,humb]e servant, NICH'S COOKE.

Honourable General Court of the ~Iassachusetts-B(1Y,
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JAMES BOWDOIN TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.

Boston, December 2,1776.

SIR: The enclosed letter from General Lee is just
received, which I beg 1eave to communicate to YOllr Hon-
ours for your consideration.

Sergeant Dawes has just informed me that there is not a
man left at Dorchester heights, by which the cannon there
may be rendered useless and the barracks burnt by any
person inimical and evil-minded enough to execute so
infernal a business. I have desired him to attend your
Honours, that you may know [!'Omhim the state in which
the posts at Dorchester are left, and he now waits on you
accordingly.

I am, with great respect, your Honours' most obedient
servant, JAMES BOWDOIN.

I sent your Honours, per Mr. Loring, in the morning, a
letter from Mr. Gibson, Secretary to the Treasury Board at
Philadelphia, which I suppose he has communicated.

IIALTIMOR.E COMMITTE"E TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

In Committee, Baltimore, 2d December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:The officers in Colonel Edward Cockty's
battalion has not yet received their commissions, and as the
battalion are to meet in an next week, they conceive they
have not a right to act without their commissions. We
therefore request they may be forwarded immediately.

Weare, gentlemen, your most humble servants,
\VILL'MLux,
AND. BUCHANAN,

JOHN l\IOALE,

SAM'I. PURVIANCE, Jun.

The Hon. Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifa, Esq., President of
the Council of Safety, Annapolis.

ROBERT CUM~nNs TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Monckton Mills, 2d December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: As our contract for supplying the troops
with provisions will soon be out, and Mr. Buchanan declines

, any thing further in that way, if a further contract be made
(though the latter unsuccessful to us) I would be glad to
have an offer of it, as the season for putting up provisions
for the summer is at hand, and our people whom we have
had out to purchase the needful ~;upplyis returned, after
engaging the chief part of what we shall want, or what you
will allow for barreled beef or pork, should I 5nd it answer
to put up any more than will serve the present contract.

As there will be some salt wanted for the troops, the hon-
ourable the Council will please to let me have an order for
the :ereference in the purchase of one hundred bushels, pay-
ing the current price. As I could not get any of the last,
carne to Baltimore without it. The messenger with this
will wait your answer.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,
ROBERT CUMMINS.

To the honourable the Council of Safety at Annapolis.

PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COMMANDING OFFI-

CERS OF BATT ALlONS.

In Council of Safety. Philadelphia, December 2, 1776.

SIR: The Army under General Howe has taken posses-
sion of Brunswick. General Washington, not having a
sufficient number of men to oppose the enemy, is obliged to
retreat before them. Vigour and spirit alone can save us.
There is no time for words. Exert yourselves now like
freemen.

By order of the Council:
DAVIDRITTENHOUSE,Vice President.

To the Colonels or Commanding Officers of the respective
Battalions.

COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read December 3, 1776.]

Burlington, New-Jersey, December 2<1,1776.

SIR: When I did myself the honour of addressing you
on the 30th ult., I had not the least idea that the enemy

would at this season attempt a progres!'i thro' the country.
It seems but too probable that I was mistaken. I therefore
beg leave to retract the resignation I then made, and as soon
as J have disposed of Mrs. Reed and my children, will
attend my office in the Army until a successor is appointed,
or opp.rationsshall cease beyond all doubt.

Flattering myself tbat an uninterrupted attention for six:
months and my conduct during that time, will incline you
to the most favourable construction of this measure, which
proceeded from our unacquaintance of tbe state of things, I
am, with great respect, sir, your most obedient and very
humble servant, J Ros. EED.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Princeton, December 2d, 1776.

SIR: I arrived here this morning with our troops, between
eight and nine o'clock, when I received the honour of your
letter of the 1st, with its ~n.closures. When the enemy.
first landed on this side the North-River, I apprehended that
they meant to make a push this way; and knowing that the
force which I had was nots.ufficient to oppose 'ern, I wrote
to General Lee to cross with the several Continental regi-
ments in his division, and hoped he would have arrived
before now. By some means or other he has been delayed.
I suppose he has passed the river, as his letter of the 26th
ultimo mentioned that he had marche~ a brigade the day
before and should follow the next himself. The remainder
of the troops I conceived necessary to guard the several
passes through the Highlands, nor do I think they can be
called from thence. Their number is very small, being re-
duced to very few by the departure of the troops who stood
engagedtill the 30th ultimo.

I understand there are now at Bristol several prisoners.
As their exchange at this time cannot be effected with pro-
priety, I think it will be necessary, under the present situao:
tion of affairs, to have 'em removed immediately to some
more interiour place upon their paroles. If they remain
they may be of infinite disad~'antage.

I have the honour to be, with great esteem, sir, your most
obedient servant, G W0.. ASHINGTON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO CAPTAIN OTTENDORF.

The _Congress having been pleased to give }'OUa commis-
sion oC-a Captain in the Army of the United States, yon
are hereby authorized and empowered to inlist a body ot
able-bodied men, especiaJly Germans, to be under such reg-
ulations as the Congress shall hereafter direct, for the t~rm
of three years; and on the conditions and pay 0"£the last
establishment.

Given under my hand this second day of December, 1776..
' Go. WASHINGTON.

To Captain Ottendorf.

An Estimate of the Provisions and Men at and near TREN-
TON; alsa tlte Cattle on the east side River DELAWARE.
December 2, 1776.

Attest: STEPHENLOWRY,A. D. C. G.



;0

Captains. First Lieutenants. Second Lieutenants. Ensig'11s.

-
Joseph Butler. Silas Walker, John Sawler, Warham Wheeler,
Mieajah Gleason, James Kimball, Abel Hol en. ildjutant, Peter Cw;es,
Ebenezer Winship. Nathan Wheeler, Richard Buckminster. Milson attles,
Jeremiah Gilman. Joseph Smith, John White. Q1UIl'termaster, Simon Sartwell,
Moses McFarland, Joseph Wood, Dud!y Talior.
Adam Wheeler, Jonathan Hill, Ben~amin Haywood, Ephraim inot,
Thomas Barnes, Silas Bent, Wi ]jam Lemoul, Isaac Nichols,
Joseph Thompson. William Toogood. Nath'l Crittenton. Ephraim Wheeler.

,.
--

Captains. First Lieutenants. Second Lieutenants. Ensign.!.

George Reid,
Amos Morrill.

Robert Barnett, Caleb Stark.
"'Henry I)earbon, Mich'l McClary, Samuel Bradford,
Daniel Moore. Ebenezer Frye, Ammi Andrews. Edward Evens.
Joshua Abbott, Joseph Sober, Abiel Chandler, .'ldjutant. Ephraim Colby,
EJisha Woodbury, *Nath'l Hutchins. Henry Perkinson, Quartermaster. John Patten.
Samuel Richards, James McCauley. , Daniel Livermore, Timotoy Blake,
John Hale. Thomas Hardy, Jesse Karr. Thomas Richard,
Silas Walker. Asa Coburn. A. Aaron Steel. Isaac Wonner.
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General Return of the Army. TRENTON,December 1st, 1776.
. ..

Commissioned. StuJ'f.
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Rank and File. .
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6 1 1 - - 1 19 10 179 74115 95 -I 363 1 2 187
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DISTRIBUTIONS.-REGIMENTS.

RETURN OF OFFICERS IN GENERAL SULLIVAN'S BRIGADE.

Continental Eleventh Regiment of Foot, 1776.

Field Officers: JamesR,eed.. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .C?lonel. Slaff O.tficers: . . . . . ... . . . ... . . . .. .. . . . . .Chaplain.
Israel Gilman. . . . . .. .. . . . . .Lleutenant-Colonel. Ezra Green. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .Surgeon.
Nathan Hale .Major. Nathaniel Breed .Mate.

Commissioned Officers.

Captains. First Lieutenants. Second Lieutenants. Ensigns.

Ezra Towne,
John Jones,
Levi Spaulding.

Robert Oliver,
Jacob Hinds,
Benjamin Mann,
David Place.

Joseph Churchel,
Elijah Clayes,
George Aldrich,
Tbomas Grover,
Isaac Farewell,
Isaac Stone,
Samuel Pattingale,
Amas Emerson.

James Taggard.
James Otis, .'ldjutant,
Thomas Boffee,
Thompson Maxwell,
Richard Coughlare,
Isaae Fry, Quartermaster,
Jonathan Collis,
Aaron Hanson.

Palatiah Whitemore,
Silvanus Reed,
WiJliam Lee,
Gillan Taylor,
Jonathan Emerson,
Benjamin Davis,
Wm. Adrian Hawkins,
Stephen Carter.

Continental Fourth Regiment of Foot.

Field Officers:John Nixo'! n .C?lonel. Staff O.tficers:Hezekiah Smith .Chaplain.
Thomas NIxon. . . . . .. . . . . .Lleutenant-Colonel. Isaac Spafford. .. .. .. . . .. . . . . ... . . .. . . .Surgeon.
Andrew Colburn .Major. Nathan Burnap .Mate.

Commissioned Officers.

Continental Fifth Regiment of Foot.

Field Officers: John Starks ..Colonel. Staff O.tficers: Noah Cook .Chaplain.
ThomasPoor... . ... . ... .. .Lieutenant-Colonel. Goss.... ............ ....... .Surgeon.
John Moore .Major. Josiah Chase .Mate.

Commissioned Officers.

N. B. Those of this mark (*) are in Canada.



--~-

First Lieutenants. Second Lieutenants. Ensigns.

chariah Beal, Jeremiah Fogg, Quartermaster, John Colcord,
omas L:kford, Edward Parsons, .qdjutant, Jonathan Heath,

~amin imball, Joseph Huntoon, Robert Pike,
i liam Smith, Nathaniel McClintock, Enoch Chase,

es Carr, Jethro Herd, Samuel Nute,
athan Frye, William Rowell, Charles Glidden,
hard Weare, Joshua Lovejo;o Stephen Abbott,
es Mathes. Stephe'n Jones hornas. Jacob Lowe.

Captains. First Lieutenants. Second Lieutenants. Ensigns.

Joseph Haite, Jos6h Allen Wright, Reuben Scofield, Stephen Betto,
Nathaniel Tuttle, Eli atlin, Jesse Grant, Amos Johnson,
Edward Shipman, John Yates, Nathan Whittlesey, Selah Benton,
Isaac Bostwick, Samuel Hurlbut, Elisha Bostwick, Amos Bostwick,
Peter Perit, Charles Pond, Samuel Sanford, William Smith,
Eli Levensworth, Robert Lewis, Charles Webb, Jun., .~djutant, John Ball,
William Hull, Joseph Sumway, William Clarke, Charles Whittlesey,
Nathan Hale. Alpheus Chapman. John Elderkins, Quartermaster. George Hurlbut.

Captains. First Lieutenants. Second Lieutenants. Ensigns.

Benja. Kimball, Ephraim Emerton, Tarrant Putnam, .qdJutant, Elisha Hutchinson,
Ezra NewhaJl, Arche]aus Batchelder, Frederick Breed, John Watts,
Enoch Putnam, Job Whittle, Benja. Gardiner, John Tucker,
Nathan Browne, Thomas owning, Thomas White, Gibson Clough,
John Lowe, Nathaniel Cleaves, Joseph Herrick, Luke Roundy,
Addison Richardson, Francis Cox, David Poor, Jeremiah Putnam,
Billy Porter, HaffieJd White, Samuel Cutter, Eliphalet Perley,
John Baker. John Pierce. Jona. Trask. Ezekiel Cooper.

- -
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RETURN OF OFFICERS IN GENERAL SULLIVAN'S BRIGADE-Continued.

Continental Eighth Regiment of Foot.
Fitld Officers: Enoch Poor .Colonel. StrrJf OJJicers: CalebGreenleaf'Adams..................Surgeon.

10hn McDuffee. . . . . .. .. .. .Lieutenant-Colonel. WilliamSawyer.. . . . .. . ... . . .. . . ... . . . .Mate.
Joseph Cilley .Major.

Captains.

Commissioned Officers.

Winborn Adams,
Jeremiah Clough,
Philip Tilton,
Benjamin Titcomb,
Jonathan Wentworth,
James Norris,
Richard Shortridge,
Fred. Mordant Bell.

Za
Th
Ben
W
Jam
Jon
Ric
Jam

Continental Nineteenth Regiment of Foot.
Field OjJicers: Charles Webb.. .. . . .. . . . . .Colonel. StrrJf Officers:JosephBuckminster.. . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .Chaplain.

Street Hall. . . . . .. . . . . ., . . .Lieutenant-Colonel. Francis Fogues . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . . . ... . . . .Surgeon.
John Brooks .Major. Isaac Swift. .Mate.

Commissioned Officers.

Contirtental Twenty-Seventh Regiment of Foot.
Field Officers: IsraelHutchinson.. . .. .. . , .Colonel. StoJf Officers: ElishaSmith... ... .". ... ..,. .....Chaplain.

BenjaminHolden .Lieutenant-Colonel. ThomasWelch.. . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .Surgeon.
Ezra Putnam .Major. Nathan Oliver .Mate.

Commi.~sioned Officers.

EXTRACT OF A LETTEI\ RECEIVED IN LONDON FROM A FIELD

OFFICER IN THE KING'S ARMY, DATED NEW-YORK, DECEM-

BER2, 1776. '

,

The troops under General Lord Cornwallis, after driving
the Rebels from Fort Lee, or Fort Constitution, in New-
Jersey, proceeded from Hackinsack to Newark, and from
Newark to Elizabethtown, where they found O"reatquantities
of ~toreS,amongst which are twenty tons of ~1Usketbullets.
The Rebels continue flying before our Army. Lord Corn-
wall~s to?kthe for~ opposite Brunswick, plunged into
Rantan fiver, and seIzed the town. Mr. lVashington had
ol'del'S from the Congress to rally and defend that post, but
he sent them word he could not. He was seen retl'eatinO"
with two briga~es to Trenton, where they talk of resisting';
but such ~ pamck has seized the Rebels, that no part of the
;Jerseys,will t~oldt,hem, and I doubt whether Philadelphia
Itself will stop theIr career. The Congl'ess have lost their
authority. They ordered all the Militia of Pennsylvania to
be drawn out; they refused to march. Their second order
was for two companies of every reO"imentto be imbodied
and to repair to WasTtington, but they refused also. Tb~
Congress consists now of only seven members at Philadel-
phia, and they are in such consternation that they know
not what to do. The two Adamses are in New-England;
Franklin gone to France; Lynch has lost his senses' Rut-
ledrre is gone home disgusted; Dana is persecuting at
Albany; and Jay's in the County playing as bad a part; so
that tbe foo]shave lost the assistance of tbe knaves. How-
ever, should' they embrace the enclosed proclamation, they
may yet escape the halter, which I hear it is this nicrhtex-
pected ~ill b.e tbe'c.ase of many repenting sinners; °and in
Connectu:ut !n particular, where tbey are much divided.
Honest DaVid ,Matthews, the Mayor, has made his escape
from them, and arrived here this day. He was conducted

by the Church of England people; they faithfully concealed
him, although seven hundred dollars were offered by an ad-
vertisement which some poor man showed him. They con-
veyed him safely. All the Militia in Connecticut had been
ordered out by Trumbull, the Governour, but they would
not assemble, and he's at his wit's end. The fleet under Sir
Peter Parker, consisting of twenty-tbree men-of-war, sailed
from Sandy-Hook yesterday; and transports, with the troops
and some frigates, passed Hell-Gate, and proceeded up the
I)~oundtbis morning for Rhode-Island, where Lord High
Admiral Hopkins and his Navy are supposed to be riding.
Most of the inhabitants have quitted the island; and Mr.
~Iatthews informs us that mobs began to rise in the country,
crying out for peace. The paper currency of the Congress
has lost its credit, and sells at thirty silver dollars the bun,..
dred. Salt is eight dollars the bushel in New-England, and
not easily to be had at any rate. General Howe joins the
Army to-morrow morning in the Jerseys, whitber I shall ac-
company him. An exchange of prisoners, man for man, has
taken place, and some of the Seventh and Twenty-Sixth
Regiments arrived this day from Philadelphia. The Rebels
have seized many Tories, and expected they would be ex-
changed too, but General Howe will, not; because, if he
should seize the Whigs for that purpose, it would occasion
great disorder, and protract the disputes. The city fails
daily, &c., &c.

COLONEL SARGEANT TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Haverstraw, December 2, 1776.

SIR: The bearer, Mr. Joseph Allen, is tbe person oriain-
ally intended as Paymaster to the Sixteenth Regiment, ~nd
would have waited on your Excellency last September, but
your orders coming out for a proper person to be employed
from each regiment to be sent to procure clothing for the



l039 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., DECEMBER, 1776. 1040

diers !sent him knowinrr him to be well qualified for that busi-, ,
"ness. As he has been employed fro,? th~ first October, .make

no doubt your Excellency wiII appomt hun from that time.
Your Excellency's humble servant,

PAUL DUDLEY SARGEANT.

COLONEL HUNTINGTON TO GENERAL HEATH.

Camp Ramapough, 2d December, 1776.

SIR: By the best information there are I!Ot m?re than a
thousand of the enemy at Hackensack; their mam body at
Elizabethtown. Between this and that there is a fine coun-
tI'y, of twenty or thirty miles square, fuH of necessarie~ that
is furnishing supplies to them, Ought they not to b~ inter-
rupted? Is it not feasible to possess ourselves of Hackensack?
Colonel Tyler's regiment is not yet returned from Toppon.
Am doinrr all in my power to forward my works and bar-
racks; an"d am, most respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

JE,D. BUNTINGTON.

Major-General Heath.

GENERAL JAMES CLINTON TO THE NEW-yORK, CONVE~TION.

Fort Montgomery, December 2d, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:I received the resolve sent to me by your
honourable House settinO' forth the necessity of Colonel
Humphrey's and Snyder's"regiments conti~lUing,ti11the first
of January next. But Colonel Snyder s regiment went
away from here the 27th and 28th of November last, which
was before I received the resoh'e. I had the resolve read to
Colonel Humphrey's regiment, but without sllccess. Upon
some persuasion the officers all turned o.ut-three.s~rgeants,
two corporals, and two privates; but, m my Opll1lOn,had
the officers in general exerted themselves, many of the men
might have been persuaded to stay another month; b~t ~o
do the regiment justice, there was ~ome good officers m, It,
as well as men. LieutenaAtHamtlle, who acted as AdJu-
tant, and Lieutenant Talmage is still employed here.

I am very sorry to hear that Captain Rosekrans, of my
regiment is not provided for in the new arrangement.
When I 'heard he was not amonO'st the list' of Captains, I
imagined he was promoted to th~ rank of a Field O!ficer,
which I think he was deservinO' of, for I must say, without
any reflection on the rest of the'"officersof the regiment, and
I believe it will be acknowledged by the most of them, that
he was the best officer in it. And as he was the oldest
officer he often had the commandof this garrison beforeI
moved here. Lieutenan.t Lee, who W3S his Lieutenant.,
and a good officer, would ~ave b~en willing to serve under
him as he was; but as he ISappomted under anoth~r ~uch
below his rank he talks of declining. But I bope It ISnot
too late to con;inue them yet, agreeable to their rank.

I am gentlemen your most obedient humble servant,,
'JAMESCLINTON,Brigadier-General.

To the President of the honourableConventionnow sitting
at Fishkill.

GENERAL JAMES CLINTON TO GENERAL nEATH.
Fort Montgomery, December 2d, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Enclosed I send your Honour a return of the
men in this garrison, including those on the fortification~ on
the south side of Puplopen's Kill or cre~k. . The g,aITIson
at Fort Constitution and Fort Independent IS supplied by
my brother's brigade, and of consequence he will return
them in his return. Since my last return, I moved two
companies of my regiment from Fort Constitution to th,e
fort on the south side of the creek where Colonel Snyder s
regiment was left me. As I have two separate garrisons
here o~e on each side of the creek, I am obliged to keep
abo~t seventy men on guard at both places. I have Ijke-
wise fifty men who does duty out of the. five companies of
my regiment in the artiIlery, so that I will not be able to
carryon any work here, without it be getting of fire-wood
and the necessary duty about the garrisons. You will see
by the return that I have not,one Fi~ld Offi~er with I~e.

I would be glad to know If there .IS any hme 0,1'br!ck at
Peekskill, as 1 have one stack of chnnneys to bUild In the
oarracks on the south side of the creek.

I am, sir, your Honour's ~nost obedien.t hu:nble servant,
,

JAMES CLINTON, Brzgadzer-General.

To Hon. Major-General Heath, Head-Quarters, Peekskill.

GENERAL GEORGE CLINTON TO GENERAL HEATH.

Fort Constitution, 2d December, 1776.
My DEAR GENERAL: \Ve are distressed for want of

boats and t~ols to carryon our works here. The latter we
know you can't supply us with fu.rt~er t,h?~ you already
have' but as I presume General Lee s dIvIsIon must have
cross;d the river, or at least will before this reaches you,
must beg you will order us all the boats and petlyaugers
and scows you can spare from Peek's Kill and the ferry.
Captain Dobbs will be best able to judge which are fillest
for our business; and I have sent an officer with a strong
party to take charge of them, and bring, them up loaded
with stone, as they can be very conveniently loaded be-
tween Peek's Kill and this. I wish Captain Godwin and
some other of my officers who were left behind on court-
martial, were ordered to join their regiments, as their com-
panies are lillIe worth without them?

I am, dear sir, yours most affectionately,
GEO. CLINTON.

The meal ordered here, on delivery, feJl short twelve
pounds of the ~veight mentioned i~ Mr. .Quac~en~oss's note.

Will you be kmd enough to mention this to hnn?

To the Honourable Major-General Heath.

MEMORIAL OF JOHN HATHORN, OF GOSHEN. .

Goshen, December 2d, 1776.

Gentlemen, the Memorial of John Hatlwrn, of the COllnty
of ORANGE, humbly showeth:

That your memorialist had a smaJl ~uantity of salt in
Mr. William Ellison's store, at New-Wmdsor; that there
was not more than he had engaged to his neighbours, and
was obliO'ed to keep for his own use; that a lal'ge number
of men, "'whosenames your memorialist can discover, with-
out any legal authority, as he conceives, ?a~e taken out of
said store, as well the salt of your memorialist (except one
bushel) as of other persons; and that your memorialist is in
the "rea test want of salt for his own use. That unless a
check is put to ~uchunjustifiablepr?ceed!ngs,your ".1~mo-
rialist apprehendmg, from the seemmg disorderly Spll'lt at
present pervading among the common people, his property,
as well as those of others, will be very insecure. He there-
fore humbly pmys, that this honourable House would be
pleased to take the premises into consideration, and grant
such relief as to them shall seem meet; and your memo-
rialist shaH ever pray.

I am, with the greatest esteem, gentlemen, your humble
servant ,

JOHN HATHORN.

The honourable Committee of Safety of the State of New-
York.

GENERAL HEATH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

PeekskiIJ, December 2, 1776.

"
DEAR GENERAL: I have to acknowledge the receipt of

yours of the 29th ultimo, and am glad to hear of your Ex-
cellency's safe arrival at Brunswick, without the least in-

terruption from the enemy. I am happy to find my honest
endeavours to do my duty crowned with your Excellency's
approbation.

In addition to the stores which I before mentioned to have
been secured and brought off, a quantity of pearl-ash, bees-
wax, oil, &c., and two brass patereros, which belong to
tbe States, have been brought here. An invoice thereof is
enclosed. I have ordered them to Fishkill. I have also
secured ten tons of lead, which is sent to the same place.

I am paying the utmost attention to the plan for obstruct-
ing Hudson's river, and have detached General George
Clinton, with two of his strongest regiments, to push thi"
most important business. They serve fOf a gan-isonfor
Fort Constitutionat the same time that they are at this
duty.

General Scott's brigade, Colonel Tash's and Colonel
Snider's reO'iments,are gone home, except about one hun-
dred of Ge"neral Scott's brigade that have been prevailed
upon to stay a little longer. The Convention of the State
of New- York had sent them an address and fifteen hundred
pounds clIrrency, as a gratuity to encourage them to con-
tinue a month longer. I did all in my powel' to prevail
upon them, and also transmitted to General Scott your Ex-
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ceHency's letter} urging the expedienc)' of their staying at
this time; but all was in vain; home they must go; but
many mean to inlist, as they say, after they have seen their
friends.

The troops now at this post are but few, and much scat-
tered, which will put it out of our power to accomplish so
much \Vorkas I fear will be expected; but no endeavours of
mine shaH be wanting.

I have just received a number of resolves !i'om the Com-
mittee of Safety of the State of New- York, which I take the
liberty to enclose, not knowing whether your Excellency
has as yet received them.

General Lee is this day beginning to pass the river with
his division; and numbers of the Northern Army we are
told are on their marcb to join you. So that I hope soon
to congratulate your ExceHency on some signal victory over
tbe enemy, unless upon the approach of the reinforcements
they shouldgive you the slip, which I rather think will be
the case.

I have the honour to be, with respect
Excellency's most humble servant,

To his Excellency General Washington.

and esteem, your

W. HEATH.

COLONEL WEJSSENFELS TO ROBERT YATES.

Peekskill, December 2d, 1776.

DEARSIR: The constant movement of the Army makes
it somewhat difficult with respect to the speedy raising re-
cruits for the regiment, notwithstanding I have delivered
some officers, who are on the spot, the -cash for the above
purpose, and doubt not we will fit up the men as fast as
circumstances permit.

Enclosed is a list of officers who will not serve, together
with the names of those who I humbly presume to recom-
mend. Doctor Woodrofwould be glad to be appointed in
Colonel Van Cortlandt's regiment. He is now Surgeon in
late Colonel Ritzema's, and a good Surgeon. As for a
Sugeon's Mate, I know none, except one ~~linema,who, I
fear, is taken prisoner, as he was on the other side with the
sick. The Chaplain I hope you have been pleased to ap-
point, and also the Paymaster; both of whom I made bold

, to recommend last time I had the honour of being with
you.

I would be much obliged to you to communicate to me
the arrangements of the other York battalion; and with
great respect I remain, sir, your most obedient, humble ser-
vant, FRED. "\-VEISSENFELS.

Officers who refuse to sel've.
Ca ptain John Johnson;
Captain Richard Platt, Brigade-Major j
Captain Elijah Runter;
Lieutenant James M. Rughes;
Lieutenant John Johnson.

Officers whom 1 humbly propose to recommend.
2d. Captain Copp;

~

All of Colone!
1st. Captain Gershom Mott; Nicholson's
3d. Captain John Brogdon; Regiment.
Lieutenant Hugh McClallan;
Lieutenant John Nicolls;
Lieutenant Simon Crygier;
Doctor, Hunlock Woodroof;
Paymaster, Christopher Bennet;
Chaplain, Hev. Mr. Gano.

I am sorry to inform you that Captain Pelton does not
answer my expectation, and therefore sbould be sorry that
he should be the oldest Captain, but would presume to men-
tion that Captain Graham is much more deserving.

FRED. W EISSENFELS.

To Robert Yates, Esq., at Fishkill.

tbe room of Herring, who refuses. By my personal know-
ledge of those gentlemen I have recommended, I am very
sure they will do honour to the service and their country.

I beg, dear sir, you would be pleased to save one dozen
of those shirts I bought, as the officers will be glad to have
some. As soon as we return fi'omthe other side of the river,
I will send fi)r them. God grant liSsuccess in our expedi-
tion, for to-morrow we shall go to the Jer,ycys. I am in
great expectation of doing something at the close of the
year.

With much respect, I am, dear sir, your most humble
servant ,

FRED. W EISSENFELS.

Robert Harpul', Esq., at Fishkill.

JAMES DUANE TO ROBERT HARPUR.

Manor Livingston, 2d December, 17i6.

GENTJ.EMEN:Be pleased to examine whether there is a
vacancy for the bearer, recommended by Mr. Yates, and in
that case give him his recruiting orders. I am told Colonel
Van Schaack's officershave already more than their com-
plement.

To Mr. Yates I have written in pressing terms, to repair
to the Fishkills. The service suffers but too lDuch from
the impediments to the arrangement which arise from his
long absence.

I am, with great respect, gentlemen, your most obedient
humble servant,

.

JAS. DUANE.

To Robert Harpur, Esq., and the other Members of the
Committee of Arrangement in Convention, FisM:ills.

JAMES CLAY TO CUMBERLAND DELEGATES IN NEW-YORK CON-

VENTION..
Brattleborough, December ye 2, 1776.

GENTJ.EIIIEN: At your desire, Captain Clay, Chairman
of the Committee for said County, has taken pains to caIl
us together, in order to make a representation to the State
aforesaid, respecting the broken situation of this County. It
is our opinion if we, who are only a part of the Committee
for said County, should do any tbing of that nature, it would
make uneasiness in this County, and we think that as you
represent the County, it is your indispensable dUly to make
a true representation thereof.

JAIII:ESCLAY, Chairman.
JOHN BRIDGEMAN, JOHN SERGEANTS,
SA1UUEJ. NICHOLS, ISRAEL SlIfITH,
LUKE KNOWLTON, ARAD HUNT.
SAMUEL KING,

To Messrs. John Session and Simon Stevens, Esqs., Rep-
resentatives of the County of Cumberland, and State of
New. York.
P. S. There was but nine members that voted for the

withdl'awing tbe letter, and eigbt against it. And aftel' the
vote was passed, and another that you have a copy of, the
eight members withdrew, and broke up the Committee;
otherwise the Committee would have represented the Broken
state of the inhabitants of the County as a body.

J AMES CLAY,

Chairman of the County Committee.
To Messrs. John Session and Simon Stevens, Esgs.

COURT OF INQUIRY ON GENERAL ARNOLD.

A Court of Inquiry held at Albany, the 2d December,
1776, to examine into the cause of complaint exhibited by
Colonel ft'loses Hazen against Brigadier-General Arnold;
Brigadier-General Bricket, President; Colonel Wiggles-
worth, Colonel Cortlandt, Members.

Colonel Hazen produced a writing on the back of a
receipt, which was given by him at Chamblee, that was
nelivered the Commissioners by General Armold, as fol-
lows:

COLONEl.WEISSENFELSTO RO'BERTHARPUR. "Thirty kegs rum for the use of the garrison, one load
Peekskill, December2d, 1776. of which Mr. Daniel Tucker acquaints me was delivered

DEAR SIR: I have wrote to Mr. Robert Yates, and to a Frenchman who kept tavern at Chamblee. Colonel
annexed a list of officers who will not serve, and wbo, I Hazen can best tell how much he sold.
thit~k,will ~erve. I al:o I~umblyrec,ommendthem.to yo?r "One keg brandy for his private ltse, taken without my
notICe. Stmeon Crygwr IS on the lIst for an Enstgncy, II1 order, as was the tobacco, which is to be charged to his

FIFTH SERIES.- V OL. III. 66



1043 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., DECEMBER, 1776. 1044

account. The bales contained about one hundred and fifty
pounds each. B. ARNOLD,B. General."

MI'. Daniel Tucker being duly sworn, says, that coming
out of the fort at Chamblee, be saw a cart loaded with kegs,
about ei~ht or ten. He asked the man that drove it, wbat
be had in his kegs? Was answered it was rum he had
brought /i'om La Prairie, and was HoinO"into tbe villaO"eto
de]i~er it to a tavern-keeper by Col~neloHazen's orde~.

Colonel Hazen then asked the evidence whether he,

knew Mr. Bell, of Chamblee, and if he sold rum? An-
swered he knew him, and he sold rum and wine.

'l.d Question. Whether he knew his handwriting? An-
swered, Yes.

Colonel Hazen then produced a writing, which the evi-
dence thinks was writ by Mr. Bell, wherein he char<les
the publicI. with sixty gallons rum lent Colonel Hazen aOnd
Mr. McCarty.

General Arnold then asked the evidence whether the
rum he saw on the cart was going to Bell's or the French
tavern.

'l.d Question by General Arnold. Whether it was usual
to kepp rum belonging to the publick at the French tavern ?
Answered, not as he knew, as it was not the post he was
stationed at.

The evidence being asked what time he saw the rum go
to the tavern, and when he acquainted General Arnold of
it? Answered, the beginning of June last, and acquainted
General Arnold of it at Montreal and at Crown-Point.

Colonel Hazen produced sundry papers, giving him the
command of the district of Montreal, inciudinO"Chamblee
and St. John's; superintending the works, con~racting for
provisions, commanding the French Militia, &c., &c., &c.

The Court, after due deliberation, are of opinion that the
words" Colonel Hazen can best tell how much he sold,"
which is part of the note on. the back of the receipt deliv-
ered the Commissioners by General Arnold, are an aspersion
of Colonel Hazen's character, and therefore think the com-
plaint just. .

JAMES BRICKETT, Preszdent.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PIERRE VAN CORTLANDT.

Saratoga, De~ember 2,1776.

SIR: Your favour of the 28th ultimo, covering the resolu-
tions of tbe Committee of Safety and draft of part of Hud-
son's river, I had the honour to receive this afternoon. I am
much ohliged by the fhvourable opinion the Committee of
Safety is pleased to entertain of me. I wish I could be in
sentiment with them, and be convinced that I was equal to
the business they wish me to undertake. It is t!'llly impor-
tant, and will claim more attention than it will be possible for
me to bestow on it, without neglecting a variety of other
matters that are also indispensably necessary to be attend-
ed to; I will nevertheless most cheerfully give the utmost
of my assistance.

As the Committee has not pointed out any particular
mod.e of executing t~e work, I take the liberty to suggest
,my Ideas on the subject. Experience has tauerht us that
a chain sufficiently long to reach across the ri\'~r ouO"ht to
have better sllpports than floating logs-perhaps caissons,
from thirty to forty feet square, according to the depth of
the water where they are to be sunken, migbt answer the
end. At the place in question the river is about six thou-
sand feet wide; if, therefore, twenty-fi\'e such caissons were
sunk at nearly equal distances, the intermediate space
between each would be about two hundred feet. The tops
of the caissons might come up to within two feet of the sur-
face of the water at ebb tide, and the chain run throuO"h
them at about ~ix fe~t below the upper part of the caisson~;
but as the cham mIght not be sufficiently strong to with-
stand the great force of a ship coming against it under sail,
and with the tide, a number of floats, each composed of six:
large pine logs, of fifty feet long, might be made; the logs
fastened to each other with strong chains, ei"ht or ten feet
lon g, with an eve-bolt at each end and th~u<rh the 100'

J 0 ~,
forelocked and keyed; the two extremes of those six 100"s
to be fastened by a chain to two of the caissons. The~e
thus fastened and let go with the tide of ebb, will form the
two sides of triangle, the angular point of which will be
about one hundred and twenty feet from the line of cais-
sons, and th~Je they should be kept b,y anchors. If a ship

should corne against these logs, the anchor will probably
drag-, may prevent the logs from breaking, and deaden the
ship's way so much that the chain will not bre<jk. It is evi-
dent I suppose that we shall ha\'e batteries on the island
and tl~e western sh?re, to yre\'ent the enemy from laying
alongside of the caIssons, m order to cut the chain. One
caisson might be so constru~ted as to serve for a battery
en barbet, and the guns being so near the surface of the
w?te,r would make it extremely dangerous for a ship to come
within rpach of th~m.. ~he gr:atest .danger and diflJculty
we have to dread In sinking caissons IS from larHe rocks in
the bottom of Ihe river, but that may also be ov;rcome.

I cannot at present tbink of a hetter plan, and if the Com-
mittee approve of it, no time should be lost in procurina the
timber,. which mllst be got in the vicinity of Pishkill, a~ the
season ISso far advanced that what might be "at Iwre can-
not be carried down until the winter breaks up~ If the tim-
ber cannot be procured below, I should wish to be advised
of it immediately, that I might employ people about Albany
not only to pn'pare the timber, but to frame ii, so as that
the caissons may be expeditiously sunk in the sprinO".
About two thousan~ pieces of thirty feet long and not le~s
than ten by twelve mches square, and five hundred pieces
of fifty feet long, twelve inches square, will be wanted and
about ten thousand inch and half plank. '

I hope in fourteen days from this time to do myself the
pleasure to pay my respects 10 Con\"ention an my way to
PAiladelphia.

I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient, humble
servant,

PH. SCHUYLEH.

Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman &c., &c.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.

Saratoga, December 3<1,1776,

. SIR: The time of inlistment of the troops that now gar-
rISon Tyonde~oga, Fort George, &c., will expire on tbe
last day of tI~JSmonth, and I fea.r ~hey cannot be pre\'ailed
upon to remall1 there after that; It IS therefore of the utmost
consequence that troops should be expedited into this de-
partment the soonest possible. And arrreeabJe to the
enclosed resolution of Coo"gress, I do myself the honour to
entreat you to order such parts of each reO'iment to be
raised in your State for this department a; can be got
ready, to march so as that they may arrive at Albany by
the latter end of this month.

. A~ it is impossible to p.reve~t the enemy from gaining
InteliJgenC'e of what passes In .thls quarter, should the troops
no~v at Tyonderoga leave It before others come up to
reheve them, General Carleton will doubtless take the
advantage of it, and possess h~mself of that important post;
and what the consequences wIll be are easily conceived. I
do not therefore doubt but that every exertion will be made
by your ~tate to hasten on the troops.

I am, Sir, most respectfully, your obedient humble servant,
PH. SCHUYLER.

To the honourable President of the State of lUassaclmsetts.

Newport, December 2,1776.

The sloop Providence, Captain Hacker, arrived in a cer-
tain port last ~ednesday /i'~m a .cruise, .in company with
th~Alfred, h.avlng !aken a I'Ich shlp, a bl'lg, and snow; the
bl'lg we mentioned m our last to have arrived safe' and it
is said the Alfred and the other two prizes are saf~ in port
at the east ward.

. A gentleman ~rrived in town on Saturday from Boston,
Info~ms t.hat a pmateer from the eastward had lately taken
a ship with dry goods, &c., whose cargo cost thirty-seven
thousand pounds sterling.

MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Boston, December 2<1,1776.

SIR: We have the honour to enclose you, by order of the
General Assembly of this State, the petition and plan of
Messrs. Fanneil and others, Fl.ench gentlemen to<rether
with the proceedings of the Assembly thereon, ~nd to re-
commend them to the immediate notice of the honourable
Congress, as the Assembly are of opinion the plan of these
gentlemen may be adopted and improved by the Congress



1045 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., DECEMBER, 1776. 1046

to the great benefit of the Unhed States. They hope the
Conoress will take the matter speedily into consideration,
as the gentlemen ha \'e been here upon considerable ex-
pense waiting the success of their application, and seem
desirous of entering into their service.

FRANCIS DANA.
By order of the Committee.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President
honourable Continental Congress.

of the

. The Committee of both Houses upon the Memorial of
Messrs. Fanueil and others, French gentlemen, have at-
tended that service, and beg leave to report it as their
opinion, that tbe proposal of raising one or more regiments
to be officered by French gentlemen, appears to be easily
effected, and wi]] be attended with important conseg'Jences
to the United States, especially as there are many Cana-
dians in different parts of the United States who, from the
best information, will readily enter into the sen,jce. That
therefore the plan and papers herewith, be forthwith trans-
mitted to Congress, recommending the same to their imme-
diate notice, as Monsieur Fanueil is now at considerable
expense for himself, and the other French gentlemen with
him, waiting the success of their application.

JOHN WHETco~lB,per order.

IN COUNCIL, }{ovember 26th, 1776.-Read and ac-
cepted, and thereupon Resolved, That Francis Dana,
Esq., 'be a Committee, with such as the honourable House
shall appoint, to write to the honourable Congress respect-
ing the same.

Sent down for concurrence.
J OlIN AVERY,Deputy Secretary.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, November 29th,
1776.-Read amI concurred, and Brigadier Palmer and
Colonel Orne are joined.

SAM'L FREEMAN,

Speaker pro tempore.

JOHN r.ANGDON TO MESHECH WEARE.

Portsmouth, December 2,1776.

SIR: Ca ptain Gnrdner waits on you for a commission
for a very fine ship of twenty guns, which I intend sending
out soon. Your Honour will particularJy sen'e me if you
will send it immediately. If it's necessary that I should
come up to Exeter, shall come, but hope it can be done
without, as I am greatly hurried.

Your most obedient servant,
JOHN LANGDON.

Honourable ltleshech Weare; Esq.

tarried for that time, but by some mischance his letter, though
dated the 6th ultimo, did not arrive till the latter end of last
week.

We have for some time had very disagreeable news from
the Army. The Tories here say the Regulars drive our
Army before them like a parcel of sheep; that they halre
driren them forty 0[' fifty miles with the greatest precipita-
tion; and, by our late accounts, we learn that the enemy
are in possession of the forts Washington and Lee, and some
say, with all their artillery, stores, &c., and between two
and three thousand men taken prisoners; but we ha\'e no
certain accounts, only common fame, and I hope it will not
prore quite so bad as it is reported, though I am prellycer-
tain things weat' a pretty unfavourable aspect in that quarter;
but whether from cowardice, treachery, or want of expe-
rience, I am not certain, though I would hope the latter.
These things raise the heads of the Tories, and very much
depress the spirits of the friends of liberty.

If you have any good news to inform us of, pray send it
along as soon as possible to cheer our drooping spirits.

Give my best regards to Colonel Thornton, who by this
time, I hope, has got well through the small-pox.

I wish you health and happiness, and am your friend,
JOSIAH BARTLETT.

P. S. The weathet. here has been this fall and is now
remarkably fine and pleasant.

5th.- The General Court has voted to send fi\'e hundred
men, agreeable to General Washington's request, to be im-
mediately raised and sent; and to send and try and raise
five hundred more out of our Militia at New- York. They
have also voted to supply Colonel Long's regiment with
necessaries for their march; but I fear they will not be
prevailed on to move soon, if at all. We have had a con-
firmation of the 10:15 of the forts Washington and Lee.
Agreeable to the request of COi1gress, we have purchased a
considerable quantity of shoes, stockings, mittens, hats,
shirts, &c., &c., and many more are agreed for, and have
wrote to Congress for money to pay for them agreeable to
order. Twenty thousand dollars are reguested for the pur-
pose, and I hope you and your colleague will use your
endeavours to see it is sent forward soon, as our treasury is
almost empty, and I am loth we should make more paper
money at this time. ~

Not having an opportunity of sending this letter, I am
now arrived at the 6th, and we are now told that General
Howe is marched with twenty thousand men for Philadel-
phia, and by a letter fi'om Rhode-Island we are informed
that a large fleet of the enernyhave arrived there, but the
news here is so various and contradictory that we know'
not what to believe, though lately the bad news have
turned out to be true, and the good false. The spiritsof
the people here seem muih depressed with our repeated
losses, and I fear in the Army too. Unless something turns
up more favourable, I dread the consequence. I hope the
Congress act with more spirit than they have done lately,
or else I am assured they will lose much of their former
influence. Pray lIse your influence to keep up a consist-
ency in their conduct. Tae want of it is rnuch complained
of. This inttr nos.

JOSrAH BARTLETT TO WILLIAM WHIPPLE.

Kingstown, December 2d, 1776.
My DEAR SIR: I am to acknowledge the receipt of yours

of the 8th ultimo, and want to hear the determination of
Congress about increasing the soldiers' wages. Our Court
had voted to give auI' men the same wages that the ltlassa-
chusetts ga ve; and knowing that they had voted ten clo1Jars
per month, our Committee that went to appoint the officers,
have given orders and have inlisted a number of men on
thqse terms, so that it will be impossible. now to raise them TRANsr.ATION OF A LETTER WRITTEN RY A FOREIGNER ON

on any lower terms. They haveappointedofficers for but HIS TRAVELS.
two regiments, riz: in Stark's and Poor's. General Ward London, December 3,1776,
gave orders to Colonel Long to march his regiment from DEAR COUNT: I have now been six months in England,
Portsmoutlt to Ticonderoga, but I understand the men say and eight weeks in this metropolis. You should have heard

they inlisted on the encouragement gi\'en them by their from me before, but my frequent avocations, as well as the
officers that tbey should not be called away out of the want of a suitable opportunity, have prevented. Agreeahly
Province, and many of them, I am informed, refuse abso- to my promise, however, I now sit down to give you some
lutely to niarch. M any necessaries are wanting for them account of the character and politicks of this strange people.
before they can go, which will take some time to procure, So copious a subject cannot be discussed in one letter; but
and they have not received any pay except one month's you shall hear fi'om me again, when further observation shall
wages from this State. have enabled me to be more particular.

General Washington has requested a thousand plOre men The general character of the English is certainly the
from this State to be sent him, to be inlisted till the 1st of most fantastick and absurd that evel' fell to the lot of any
ltlarch. The Genera) Court, which began their sitting last known nation. As they are made up of contradictions, it
Thursday, has it now under consideration, and win, I believe, would be unjust to give them any uniform desiO'nation.
comply with his request. Had we received his letter sea- There is scarce a virtue that adorns the mind, or a vice that
sonably, we should have sent to our men that are with that disgraces human nature, but may be ascribed to them as
Army, and I believe could have prevailed on them to have part of their nation a] character. But the former are often

*

J. B.
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rf'ndered ineffectual by misapplication, and the latter quali-
fied by a levity of manners, which shows them not to
be constitutionally prevalent. An Englishman will treat
his enemy with great generosity, and his friend \lith in-
gratitude and inhumanty. He will be lavish of his wealth
when he has but little of it, and become a miserly wretch
when fortune pours her favours into his purse. He will brave
the utmost hardships, and encounter the severest trials with
hel'Oick fortitude; and will drown or hang himself because the
wind is in the east. He will lend large sums to a stl'anger
on the slightest security, and refuse his nearest relation the
means of subsistence. To-day, his heart expands with
social benevolence; to-morl'Ow, he is cold, sullen and morose.
To-day, he possesses the wealth of a nabob; to-morrow, he
refuses a sixpence to a beggar, lest he should himself be re-
duced to the want of that sixpence. In a word, contradic-
tion and ahsurdity makes an Englishman.

During the last century, this people hath risen in wealth,
power, and prosperity; but tbe instability of their temper
will not permit them to enjoy with content any blessing in
possession. At peace with a1l the world; feared and re-
spected by their neighbours; an established policy, reformed
religion, and extensive commerce, are circumstances suffi-
cient, one would suppose, to render any people happy.
But tbe thirst of lawless ambition can never be satisfied.
The English assume to themsel ves the character of being
the most just, generous, and humane nation in the world,
and yet tbey encourage the African trade-a trade attended
with circumstances of injustice, cruelty, and horrour, that
disgrace human nature; whereby they fasten for life, the
chains of servitude the most abject, and misery the most
complete, on many hundreds of their fellow-creatures every
year.

This just and humane nation also sent one Clive to the
East-Indies, to secure a dominion for them there; a coun-
try which, it should seem, the Creator never intended for
the English, because he had placed it on the opposite side
of the globe, and made the inhabitants of a quite dilferent
complexion. This Clive, however, arrived with his forces
in the East-Indies, and under the sanction of his most gra-
cious Britannick majesty and a free Parliament, put to death
some hundred thousands of the inoffensive inhabitants by
the sword, by famine, and thti most atrocious cruelties; after
which he returned to ElIgla~d with immense riches, and a
wife set in diamonds, and was made a Lord-and then cut
his throat with a penknife.

You will be surprised at tbis; but the people here were
not surprised at all. It is no uncommon thing to spend an
evening with a man, in all the-easy gaiety of social life, and
to hear next morning that he hanged himself in a stable, or
practised phlebotomy on his own jugular vein with a razor.

The English now govern in the East-Indies with a
tyranny so pure, so unadulterated with any mixture of jus-
tice or humanity, as could not have been exceeded in the
reigns of the twelve Ca;sars.

This best of all Kings has now turned his attention to
America. There he had three millions of subjects, who

'loved, honoured, and obeyed him. He governed them by
officers of his own appointment; he had the whole regula-
tion of their commerce; and the overflowings of their wealth
were conducted by easy channels into his coffers, and into
the purses of the merchants and manufacturers of his king-
dom. But he has quarreled with these loyal and beneficial
subjects, because they are so obstinate that they will not
acknowledge that two and two make five. Whole volumes
ha\'e been written on this subject, and all the force of reason
and eloquence exerted to convince this wise King that he is

,in an errour. The Americans have most emphatically be-
seeched him to accept of the undissembled loyalty of their
hearts; declaring that they are satisfied that the fruits of
,their industry should centre with him and his people, as
heretofore, to enrich and aggrandize them; but humbly pray
that they may not be compelled to acknowledge that two
and two make five, which would be to them a most danger-
ous and distressing vioJation of truth. But this wise and
humane monarch is far from being disposerl to give up the
point. He has rejected their petitions with scorn, and
spurned at their offers of affection and fidelity; and de-
clares, that he will even risk tbe crown of his ancestors but
he will make the obstinate Americans subscribe to his new
dogma.

To this end he hath sent over, not only his own fleets and
armies, but has bired a bandiui of foreign mercenaries from
a petty prince, who supports the sp]endour of his COUl'tby
selling the blood of his subjects; and he has also employed
negroes and wild Indians to persecute the poor Americans
without mercy until they shall acknowledge that two and
two make five.

America is at this time a scene of d!'solation and distress;
a theatre whereon is acted a real tragedy, exhibiting every
species of cruelty and injustice. The royal Army of this
most enlightened of all nations are ravishing the women,
murdering the men, and laying waste that fertile and beauti-
ful country, under the conduct of Lord and General Howe;
who are executing their bloody mandate with all the compo-
sure in the world. His most gracioLis Majesty receives, from
time to time, such accounts of their proceedings as they
please to give him, and is as happy as such a monarch can be.

Who would ha\"e thought that the peaceful plains of
America would be desolated because the inhabitants will
not believe that two and two make five, when their good
King- and wise P~rliament require them so to do?

On the contrary, the Americans, highly resenting this
treatment, have declared that they will no longer be pen-
sioners of the smiles of such a King, or submit to a Gov-
ernment in which they have no share, and over which they
have no control,and whichistherefore,with respect to them,
a Government of mere will and pleasure. They have de-
termined to be henceforth a free people; and have pl1blickly
avowed that they will enjoy the inestimable privileges of be-
lieving and saying, that two and two make only four,accord-
ing to the common s~nse of mankind.

How this affair wiJl terminate, God only knows: but it
seems very probable that the King of England will lose the
most valuable jewel of his crown, in the pursuit of his
present views.

You will say, perhaps, that the King could not act so
absurdly were he not countenanced and supported in his
folly by the as:oent of his people. But the trulh is that the
King, by meansof his Ministers, hath gained such an ascend-
ency over the Parliament, which is the constitutional voice
of the people, that he can obtain their sanction for any
projectin which their rights are not openly and directlyat-
tacked. As to the people at large, they do not trouble
themselves about tbe right or wrong of the matter in contest.
America is a great way off, and they have no feelings for
what is passing there. They grumble, indeed, about the
diminution of their trade in consequence of this war, but
leave the discu:osionof nationalpoliticksto their Parliament.
The Crown hath imperceptibly extended its prerogative so
as to destroy the boasted balance of theBritish constitutionj
and if the King's powershouldbe further strengthened by
the subjugation of America, the people of England may
bid adieu to their constitutional freedom. Some of the
wisest amongst them see this, and have openly declared,
that the salvation of England depends upon the successof
the Americans in the present war.

This infatuated peopJe have wearied the world for the,se
hundred years with loud eulogil1mson liberty and their con-
stitution; and yet they see that constitutionlanguishing-in a
deep decay, without making any efforts for its recovery.
Amused with trifles, and accustomed to venality and cor-
ruption, they are not alarmed at the consequences of their
supineness. They love to talk of their glorious constitution,
because the idea is agreeable, and they are satisfiedwith the
idea; and they honour their King, because it is the fashion
to honour the King. Half the loyalty of the nation is sup-
ported by two popuJar songs, viz: "Britons strike home,"
and" God save the King." These are vociferated at tav-
erns, o\'er porter, punch, and wine, till the imagination is
heated, and the blood in a ferment, and then these pot-valiant
patriots sally forth and commit all manner of riot and excess
in honour of their King and country.

There are fanaticks in politicks as well as in religion, and
both are managed in the same, viz: by keepingup the de-
lusion iri which they delight. The men in power well know
the weakness of the multitude, and when they observe them
to grow uneasy under the too barefaced encroachments of
prerogative, they get half a dozen of court scribblers to ex-
patiate on the glories of the British constitution, and to
sing the sweet lullaby of liberty to the people, and all is
well. Just so a nurse rattles three pieces of tin in a liule
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rush basket to ~mU5e her crying child. The poor infant
thinks it has the world in possession, and is satisfied.

The exH'eme ignorance of the cornman people of this
civili.:(;edcountry can scarce be credited. In general they
know nothing beyond the particular branch of bl!sines!;!
which their parents or the parish happened to choQse lor
them. This, indeed, they practise with unremiUing dili-
gence; but never think of extending their knowledge further.

A manufacturer has been prought up a maker of pin
heads. He has .been at this bl]siness forty years, and of
course makes pin heads with great dexterity ; but he cannot
make a wbole pi!) (or his life. Be thil)ks it is the perfectioo
of human nature to make pin heads. He leave other mat-
ters to inferiour abilities. It is enough for hirl) that he be-
lieves in 'the Athana.sian creed, reverepces the splendour of
the court, and !nakes pin heads. This he conceives to b~
the sum total of religion, politicks, and trade. He is sure
that [,ondon is thefioest city in the world; Black !<'riar's
bridge the most superb of all possible bridges; Rod the river
Thames the largest river in the universe. It is io vain to
tell him th.atthere are many rivers in America, in comparison
of which the Tham~s i!;!but a r:litch; that there are single
provinces there larger than aJl England; and that the Colo-
nies fOrllJerlybel~mgingto Great Britain, now independent
States, are vastly more extensive than E,ngland, Wales,
Scotland, and Ireland, taken all together. He cannot con-
cei\'e this. Be goes into his best parlour and looks on a map
of Engw.nd four feet square; on the other side of the roorn
he sees a map of North aod South-Am~l'ica not more than
two feet square, and exclaims, How can these things be!
It is impossible! He has read the A,rabian Night's Enter-
tainment, and he hears this wonderful accOl.1lltof .4merica-
he believes .the one asrrWc!1 as the other. That a giant
.should rise Qut of the sea, or that the Da(lware should be
larger than the :rhames, are equally incredible to him. Talk
to him of the British constitution, he will tell you it is a
glorious constitution; ask him w\1atit is, and he is ignorant
of its first principles; but he is s\1re tbat he can make
and sdlpin .heads under it. Mention the freed.o(Ilof elec-
tions, and he will tell that he do.es.n.o~meddle in these
matters; that he lives in a borough; and that it is impossi-
ble but t.ha.tSquire Gooset;ap must represent that bor,.
ough in Parliament, because Squire Goosecap is acquainted
wit,h the Pritl)e Minister, and his lady COmesevery Sunday
to the parish church in a brocaded gown, and sits ina pew
lined with green cloth. How then can it .beotherwise? ,But
these are things in which he is not concerned. He believe~
in the Athall(ls.ian creed, honours the King, and makes pin
-heads-and what more can be expected of man?

It is not so in America. The lowest tradesman there is
not wit\1outsome degree of general knowledge. They tur~
their hands to every thing; their situation obliges them to
do so. A farmer there c,wnot run tp an artist upon every
trifling occasion. He must make and mend, and contrive
for himself. This I observed in my travels through that
country. In many towns, and in every city, they have
publick libraries. Not a.tradesman but will find time to read.
He acquires knowledge imperceptibly. He is amused with
voyages and travels, and becomes acquainted with the
geography, customs, and commerce of other countries. He
reads political disquisitions, and learns the great outlines of
his rights as a man and as a citizen. He dips a little into
philosophy, and knows that the apparent motion of the ;;un
is occasioned by the real motion of the earth. In a word,
he is sure that, notwithstanding thecletermination of King,
Lords, and CQrnmQnSto the contrary, two and two can never
make five.

Such are the people of England, and such the people of
America. These nations are now.at daggers drawn. At

.first, the Americans knew little or nothing of the art of war,
but they improve daily. The British troops are teaching
them bow to conquer; IInd they find them very aptscholars.
The probab]e cOnsequence is, that England will lose, and
America gain, an empire. If George the Third should
subjugate America on his present principles, all good men
will abhor him asa tyrant; ifhe should fail in his project, all
wise men will despise l1imfor risking the immense advantages
he derived from a friendly connection with that country.

But it is time to conclude this long leller; for the present,
therefQI:'e,adieu! and believe me ever yours, &c., &c., &c.

SILAS DE.ANE TO TaE CO~~!lTTEE OF SECR~T CORR:ESP~N-

DENCE.
Paris, 3d December, 1776.

GENTLE:(dF.N::My letters from Bordeaux nnd since, to
which J have receiv~d no reply, will give you my situation;
bu.l lest some of them filiI, I will briefly in this give you the
history of my proceedings. ImmediatE:ly on iny arrival, t
sent forward your bil1s, a large part of which were protested,
and intel]igence arriving of the los8 of Canada, and that
Carleton was even on the frontiers of the Colonies, and at
the same time the formidable armament gone and going
over, made everyone here give up the ColQniesas subdued.
To have tried for a credit under sucb circurrst~n.ces wop!!}
have been wOl'

.

se t
.

iJan u!;!eless ;

..

it
.

wonld h
.

a
.

V

.

e been mortify
.

-
ing, as a refusal must have be.en the ,consequence. 1\'Ir.
Delap generously offered to advance five or six thousap4
pounds, but when I considered it was!i)rcady more th!!1}
four months since you began to prepare for remitting, an4
that next to potl!ing was received, I reany found myself
embarrassed,and hoping every day for sOme relief,I sus-
pended engaging, and came up to Paris, having previously
sent Mr. Morri$'s Jett.er t() his .differen,t correspondents, nQ~
one of whid,l appeared inclinab]e to be concerned in ~
credit.

I sent to procure the goods in Amsterdam,
if to be had, but found QUI'credit worse there th!in i.nFrance;
A

.

.

...

gentleman h
.

ere O

.

ffered mea credit for a million of livres
t

.

but it was, when explained, on the fo\1owing conditjol)s: .

.mu~t prQduce direct authority from the Congress, with their
promise of interest; all American vessels !T\lIst .besent .tq
his address; and until this CQuidbe secured him I must pro-
vide ,a credit, or in other words a security in EI~r.ope. Here
you are sensible my negotiation el)ded. I then contra.cted
for the supplies of tbe army, and crowded into the .contract
as large a proportion of woolens as I well could, sensible
that with them you might do ,something, a,ud hoping [ our
remittances might still arrive, or some intelligence 0 t\1e
sitllation of your affairs, for I tbought I judged rightly, tbat
if in six or seven month!;! you were unable to :=;endonton(;\
~hird the remittances, the returns must be equ!.lllytliflic.u1t.
On this ground I have been anxiously waiting to hear sOme:-
thing {i'omyou. Mean time I shipped forty tons of saltpetre,
two hundred thousand pounds of powder, via MartiniqUe,
one hundred barrels via Amsterdam. Tbe late a.ffilirsat
Long-Island, of which w(;\ had intelligence' in October, an~

the burning of New- York, the report of Carleton's havin~
crossedthe lakes,and that you were negotiatin!?, has .abso-
lute1y ruined our credit with the greater part of mdividuals;
and finding so little prospect of completing the Indian goods/
1 have aqendedthe closer to despatch.the supplit's for the
Army, for which I had obtained a credit ostensibly froma
private person, but really from a higher source. Mean tim~
the moneys remitted are in ]\fl'. J)elap's hands, except what
I have drawn out for my private expenses, for payment of
tbe saltpetre, for the fitting out of Captain ,LUorgan, and for
.the equipment of.certain ofliceJ;>goiog to Atneric{l. For the
two hundred thousand weight of powder Mr. Delap is my
surety, consequently should he receive nQthing mQre from
ynu he will have no considerable bahmce in his ,hands~
Could I have received but one:,halfthe a(Ilqunt in any
season, I would have ventured on tbe goods long before
this; but to what purposewould it have been,could I have
been credited the arn()unt,if you Were unable to remit?
The same obstruction must subsist against their arrival. J
am however at last promised the goods on credit by the
s!ime way as the stores have been procured, and hope to
ship them this month; but some of the articles are no,t
ma.nufactured any where in Europe except Great Britain,
and others mU$t be substitllted in the best manner I

-
.

-
. .,

can.

I have written to Mr.l)elap to send you his account, also
to send the particulars to me, which I will transmit aSsOQn
as received. The goods may be expected in themont\1 of
February; mean time I pray you, not on tbis accol1ntonly,
but on others, to exert yourselves in remitting so much as to
support the credit of the Continent, for which I am now
engaged to a very great amount. Tobacco, rice, flour,
indigo, peltry, oil, whale fins, flaxseed, spermaceti, masts,
spars, &c., are in good demand. Tobacco at nine to .ten
sous per pound and rising, free of duty Qr e~pense, save
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commission. Rice thirty livres
two to twenty-four livres.

I am, most respectfully, &c.,

per cwt. Flour twenty-

SILAS DEANE.

P. S. When I say tobacco is free of duty, I mean if sold
to the Farmers-General directly; on other conditions it is
inadmissible at any rate.

SILAS DEANE TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, 3d December, 1776.

DEARJAY: If my letters arrive safe they will give you
some idea of my situation. Without intelligence, without
orders, and witGout remittances, yet boldly plunging into
contracts, engagements, and negotiations, hourly hoping that
something will arrive fromAmerica. By General Coudray
I send thirty thousand fusils, two hundred pieces of brass
cannon, thirty mortars, four thousanq tents, and clothing for
thirty thousand men, with two hundred tons of gunpowder,
lead, balls, &:c., &c., by which you may judge we have
some friends here. A war in Europe is inevitable. The
eyes of all are on you, and the fear of your giving up or
accommodating is the greatest obstacle I have to contend
with. Mons. Beaumarchais has been my Minister in effect,
as this Court is extremely cautious, and I now advise you to
attend carefully to the articles sent you. I could not exam-
ine them here. I was promised they should be good, and at
the lowest prices, and that from persons in such station that
had I hesitated it might have ruined my affairs. But as in
so large a contract there is room for imposition, my advice
is that you send back to me samples of the articles sent you.
Cannon, powder, mortars, &c., are articles known; but
clothes, the fusils, &c., by which any imposition may be
detected. Large remittances are necessary for your credit,
and the enormous price of tobacco, of rice, of flour, and
many other articles, gives you an opportunity of making
your remittances to very great advantage. Twenty thou-
'sand hogsheads of tobacco are wanted immediately for this
!kingdom, and more for other parts of Europe.

f have written you on several subjects, some of which I
.will attempt briefly to recapitulate. The destruction of the
Newfoundland fishery may be effected, by two or three of

'your frigates, sent there early in February, and by that
; means a fatal blow given to Great Britain-I mean by de-

: stroying the stages, boats, &c., and by bringing away the
( people left there as prison.ers. Glasgow, in.Scotland,may
~be plundered and burnt wIth ease, as may Lwerpool, by two
, or three frigates, which may find a sheller and protection in
-the ports of Fi'ance and Spain afterwards. Blank commis-
sions are wanted here to cruise under your flag against the
British commerce. This is a capital stroke and must bring
on a war. Hasten them out I pray you. France and
Spain are friend]y, and you wiII greatly oblige the latter by
seizing the Portuguese commerce wherever it is found. I
have had ov.ertures from the King of Prussia in the com-
mercial way, and have sent a person of great confidence to
his Comt in person with letters of introduction from his
agent here, with whom I am on the best terms. A loan
may be obtained, if you make punctual remittances for the
sums.now advanced, for any slims at five per cent. interest,
perhaps less. The western lands ought to be held up to
view as an encouragement forour soldiers, especially foreign-
ers, and are a good fund to raise money on. You may, if
you judge proper, have any number of German and Swiss
troops; they have been offered me, but you know I have
no proposals to treat. A number of frigates may be pur-
chased at Leghorn, the Grand Duke of Tuscany being zeal-
ously in favour of America, and doing all in his power to
encourage-its commerce. Troubles are rising in Ireland,
and with a little assistance much work may be cut out for
.Great Britain, by sending from hence a few priests, a little
,money, and plenty of arms. Omnia tentanda is my motto,

I

-therefore I hint the playing of their own game on them, by
spiriting up the Caribs in St. Vincents, and the negroes in
,Jamaica, to revolt.

Qn all these subjects I have written to you. Also on
vf\riq!Js particulars of commerce. Our vessels have more
lib~rtyin the ports of France and Spain and Tuscany,

\ :duw the ,vessels of any other natic)ll, and that openly. I
'presented the Declaration of Indel}endence to this Court,
.aft~r .indeed it had become an old ,story w every part of

Europe; it was wen received, but as you say you have
articles of alliance under consideration, any resolution must
be deferred until we know what they are. The want of
inteBigence bas more than once well-nigh ruined myaffairs;
pray be more attentive to this important subject, or drop at
once all thoughts of a foreign connection.

I must mention a few trifles. The Queen is fond of
parade, and I believe wishes a war, and is our friend. She
loves riding on horseback. Could you send me a fine
Narrotoheganset horse or two, the present might be money
exceedingly welllaid out. Rittenhouse' s orrery, or Arnold's
collection of insects; a phaeton of American make, and a
pair of bay horses. A few barrels of apples, of walnuts, of
butternuts, &c., wouldbe great curiositieshere,whereevery
thing American is gazed at, and where the American con-
test engages tbe attention of all ages, ranks, and sexes.

Had I ten ships here I could fill them all with passengers
for America. I hope the officerssent will be agreeable;
they were recommended by the Ministry here, and are at
this instant reaBy in their army; but this must be a secret.
Do you want heavy iron cannon, sea officersof distinction,
or ships ? Your special orders will enabJe me to procure
them. For the situation of affairs in England I refer you to
Mr. Rogers, Aid-de-Camp to Mons. Du Coudray. I have

presented a nuinber of memoirs, which have been very
favourably received, and the last by his Majesty, but my
being wholly destitute of other than accidental and gra-
tuitous assistance will not permit my sending you copies.
Indeed I wasobliged to make them so as to explain the rise,
the nature, and the progressof the di"pute. I have been
assured by the Ministers, that I have thrown much light on
the subject, and have obviated many difficulties; but his
Majesty is not of the dispostion of his great grandfather
Louis X[ V. If be were, England would soon be ruined.
Do not forget or omit sending me blank commissionsfor
privateers; under these, infinite damage may be done to the
British commerce, and as the prizes must be sent to you
for condemnation the eventual profits wilt remain with you.
TeJl Mrs. Trist that her hushand and Captain Fowler were
weJl the 16th instant. I had a letter from the laUeI'. Pray
be careful who you trust in Europe. One Williamson, a
native of Pennsylvania, is here as a spy; yet I believe he
corresponds with very good people on your side of the water.
The villain relurns to London about once in six weeks to
discharge his budget.

Doctor Bancroft has been of very great service to me;
no man has better inteJligence in England in my opinion,
but it costs something. The following articles have been
shown to me; they ha\'e been seen by both the Courts of
France and Spain, and I send them to you forspeculation:

1st. The Thirteen United Colonies, now known by the
name of the Thirteen United States of North-America,
sball be acknowledgedby France and Spain, and treated
with as independent States, and as such shall be guarantied
in the possession of all tbat part of the Continent of North-
America, which by tbe last treaty of peace was ceded and
confirmed to the Crown of Great Britain.

QuJy. The United States shall guaranty and confirm to
the Crowns of France and ~pain, aJi and singular their
possessions and claims in every other part of America,
whether north or south of the equator, and of the islands
possessed by them in the American seas.

3d!y. Should France or Spain, either or both of them,
possess themselves of the islands irl the l¥est-lndies now in
possession of the Crown of Great Britain, (as an indem-
nny for the injuries sustained in the last war, III consequence
of its being commenced on tbe part of Great Britain in
violation of the laws of nations,) the United Colonies shall
assist the said Powers in obtaining such satisfaction,and
guaranty and confirm to them the possession of such acquisi-
tion.

4thJy. The fisheries on the banks of Newfoundland, of
Cape-Breton, and parts adjacent, commonly known and
called by the name of the cod fishery, shaH be equaHy free
to the subjects of France, ~pain, and the United States, reo
spectively, and they shaH mutually engage to protect and
defend each other in such commerce.

5thly. The more effectually to preserve this alliance, and
to obtain tbe great object, it shall be agreed that every and
any British ship or vessel found or met with on - the coasts
of North-America, of South-America, or of the islands
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adjacent, and belonging thereto, and within a certain degree
or distance to be agreed on, shall be forever hereafter con-
sidered as lawful prize to any of the subjects of France,
Spain, or the United Colonies, and treated as such, as well
in peace as in war, nor shall France, Spain, or the United
Colonies, ever bereafter admit British ships into any of their
ports in America, North and South, or the islands adjacent.
This article never to be altered or dispensed with, but only
by and with the consent of eacb of the tbree contracting
Stntes.

6thly. During the present war between the. United States
and Great Britain, France and Spain shall send into North-
America, and support there, a fleet to defend and protect
the coasts and the commerce of the United States, in con-
seqnence of which if the possessions of France or Spain
should be attacked in America by Great Britain or her
allies, the United States will afford them all the aid and
assistance in their power.

.

7thly. No peace or accommodation shall be made with
Great Britain to the infringement or violation of anyone of
these articles.

. I am, with the utmost impa,tience to hear from you, dear
SIr,yours, &c.,

S DILAS EANE.

being disincumbered of my baggage and stores, my future
situation will depend entirely upon circumstances.

I have not heard a word from General Lee since the 26th
last month; which surprises me not a little, as I bave de-
spatcbed daily expresses to bim, desiring to know when J
might look for him. This makes me fearful that my letters
have not reacbed him. I am informed by report, that Gen-
eral St. Clair has joined him with three or four regiments
from the northwa;d, To know the truth of tbis, and also
when 1 lTIayexpect bim, and with \"hat numbers, I bave
this minute despatched Colonel Stewart (General Gates's
Aid-de-camp) to meet General Lee and bring me an ac-
count.

flook out earnestly for the reinforcement from Philade{-
phia. I am in hopes that if we can draw a good head of
men together, it will give spirits to the Militiaor this Stat~,
who have as yet afforded me but little or no assIstance; nor
can I find they are likely to do mueh.

General Heard just informs me tbat a person on whose
veracity he can depend, bas reported to him tbat on Sun-
day last he counted one hundred and seventeen sail of ships
going out of the Hook.

You may depend upon being advised instantly of any
fmther movement of the enemy's Army, or that of mine.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your
most obedient servant, G WO. ASHlNG'I'ON.MATTHEW TILGHMAN TO MARYI.AND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, December3d, 1776,
Honourable John lIancock, Esq.

GENTLEl\fEN: Mr. Hanson and Mr. Chamberlaine arrived
here last night, after, I believe, a very fruitless journey to
the camp, wbich tbey found on tbf\ retreat, and is now no GENERALWASHINGTONTO GENERALLEE.
doubt at Trenton, being left by our gentlemen on the road Trenton,December3d, 1776.
thither on Sun~ay nigh.t. DEAR SIR: I was just now favoured with your letter of

By the best ,mformat,on our General co~ld get, the enemy the 30th ultimo. Having wrote you fully both yesterday
are between SIXand seven thousand; ~IS Army n?w not and to-day of my situation, it is unnecessary for me to add
more than three thousand. If anr consIderable rell1force- much at this time. You will readily agree that I have suf-
ment can b~ sent from hence, he mtends to make, a s~an,d ficient cause for my anxiety, and to wish for your arrival as
at Trenton, m case the ~nemy come forward, whIch Jt, IS eady as possible. In respect to instructions on your route,
ge.nerally tho~ght they will, though General Chamber/mne YOIlmust be governed by circumstances. This has been the
thmksthey wIllnot. , languageof aJi my letters since 1 had occasion to call for

The German battalIon ~re nearly re~?y to marc~I,~rom your aid. The sooner you can join me with your division,
hence, and every measure IStaken to spmt up the MllItta to the sooner the service will be benefited. As to bringing
move. . any of tbe troops under General Heath, I cannot consent

Should the enemy.move forward ~Ith any de~ree ?f speed, to it. The posts they are at, and th~ passes through the

~
grea!]y fea,r our remf~rcem?nts will not be, 111time. A Highlands, being of the utmost importance, they must be

little tl.mewII,1open their desIgns. If w~ don t he~r to-day guarded by good men. I would have you to give me fre-
of their commg forward from Brunswlck, of wh!ch they quent advices of your approach. Upon proper information
must have possessed themselves on Sundayevenmg aftel' in this instance much may depend.
the retreat of our Army, I shall be inclined to think their I am &c. ' Go. WASHINGTON.
aim is not at this ~Iace: Where General.L.ee is, s~ems not. To MaJ.'or-G;neral Lie.~
to be known. 'TIs said General St. Cl,nr]s on his march
with about fifteen hundred men. We had a report indeed -;

.
yesterday, which for a time gained credit, that Lee and St. , GENERAL W_~SHINGTON TO LIEUTENANT-GENERAl, HOWE.
Clair were joined with an army of ten or fifteen hundred Head-Q.uarters, December 3d, 1776.
men, but it dwindled before night into almost nothing. StR: The letter which accompanies this, was designed
Such is the present situation of our affairs. It is bad enough to have been sent by the gentlemen whose names are in the
bllt may be worse. A few days will determine, and afford list it encloses; but by some accident or delay ofmy mes-
us a small respite or greatly add to the distress and confu- senger, they had left Brunswick before it reached them.
sian of this place. Since that time I have been informed that a number of

I can't see how the Councilor the Delegates to Congress others, both officers and soldiers, are coming on from the
can suppress any part of the proceedings of Convention. State of Pennsylvania. I have directed Co]onel Moylfln

With great respect, I am, gentlemen, your most obedient to meet, and to give them a safe conduct toyour outposts.
servant, MAT. TILGH~IAN. He will transmit you a list of their number, names, and
The Council of Safety of Maryland. ranks, and I shall, as I mentioned in my former letter, soon

make a requisitionof the like numberof equal rank.
I am, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.

To Lieutenant-General Howe.GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Head-Q.uarters, Trenton, 3d December, 1776,

SIR: I an'ived here myself yesterday morning, with the
main body of the Army, baving left Lord Stirling with two
brigades at Princeton and that neighbourhood, to watch the
motions of the enemy, and give notice of their approach. I
am informed that they had not entered Brunswick yester-
day morning, at nine o'clock, but were on the opposite side
of the Raritan.

Immediately on my arrival here, I ordered the remo\-al
of all the military and otheL' stores and baggage over the
Delaware. A great quantity are aheady got over; and as
soon as the boats comeup fromPhiladelphia"we shall load
them, by wbich means I hope to have every thing secured

this night and to-morrow, if we are not disturbed. After

SIR WILI.lAM HOWE TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN.

New-York, 3d December, 1776,

My LORD: I have the honour to enclose to your Lord-
ship a return of ordnance and stores taken frQmthe enemy,
since the landingofhisMajesty's troops at Frog's Neck,
in Westchester County, froll? the 12th October to the 20th
November; those in the Commissaryand Quartermaster-
General's branches are also very considerable; but as it
has not been in tbeir power hitherto to ascertain them, the
reports must therefore be deferred to the next opportunity.

I also enclose a return of prisoners takert during the cam-
paign, and am very sorry to add, I fiod myself under the
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necessity of detaining tlwm, though at a very great expense
,and inconvenience, until the Rebels retul'O the King's
officers and men, now prisoners with them, for the pelform-
ance of which, I have had fi'equent assurances, though
hitherto delayed under various pretences. I ha~'e even
Il\lowed some of their principal officers, at their eamest re-
quest, to go to their Congress, :md endeavour to expedite
the exchange,which,being once effected,I shall SOOI1rid
myselfof the remainingencumbrance. .

In consequence of permission formerly received from his
Majesty, I appoirHed Sir William Erskine QuarterrrIaster-
General to this Army, on the 1th October last p.ast. The
services he has since rendered in the military line of that
department, have sufficiently proved his abilities, and entitle
him to every atknowledgmeht in my power to make, whicb
I am fully sensible is the hest plea I can offer in recommend-
atioh of my appointment with IJis Majesty.

I am, &c., W. HOWE.

Return of Commissionedand Non-Commissioned Officers,
rank and file, killed, wounded,and missinK,belonging
to the Army under the command of his Excellency the
Honourable General HOWE,in several actions, ~c., with
the Rebels, from the 17th of SEPTEMBERto the 16th of
NOVEMBER,1716, inclusive, specifying the different
periods, and the Corps the casualties have happened in.
Head- Quarters, NEW-YORK,1st DECEMBER,1176.
In the action at Pelham Manor, on the 18th of October,

and in previous skirmishes, from the 11th of September
inclusive:

British.

17th Regiment of Light-Dragoons.-One drummer, missing.
1st Battalion of Light-Infantry.-One Sergeant, two rank

and file, killed; one Field Officer, one Captain, one
Subaltern, three Sergeants, one Drummer or Trum-
peter, twenty-three rank and file, wounded; two rank
and file,missing. . .

2d dittcr.-One rank and file, killed; three rank and file,
wounded.

.2d ditto Grenadiers.-Two rank and file, wounded.
4th Regiment.-One rank and file,missing.
27th ditto.-One rank and fite, wounded.
28th ditto.-One rank and file, wounded.
38th dino.-One rank and file,wounded.
55th ditto.-One rank und file,wounded.
57th ditto.-One rank and file, wounded.
71st dilto.-Five rank andfiJe, killed; seven rank and file,

wounded.
Royal Artillery.-One Sergeant, three rank and file, killed.

TotaL-Two Sergeants, eleven rank and file, killed; one
Field Officer, one Captain, one Subaltern, three Sergeants,
one Drummer or Trumpeter, forty rank and file, wounded;
one Drummer, three rank and file, missing.

Names of the Officers leilled and wounded, ~c.
Ist Battalion of Light-Infantry.-Captain Et.elyn, of the

4th Regiment, morta1ly wounded, and since dead;
Lieutenant-Colonel Musgrave, of t\~e 40th Regiment,
wounded; Lieutenant Archibald Rutherford, of the
22d Regiment, wounded.

.

N. B. The Sergeant and three rank and file of the Royal
Artillery, returned killed, were 'drowned in East River
by the oversetting of a boat the 12tb of October.

In tbe action the 28th of Octobcr, in passing the Bronks
River, and in previous skirmishes, fi'om the 19th of October,
inclusive:

British.
16thRegimentofLight-Dragoons.-One Sergeant,one rank

and file,one horse, wounded; one rank and file, missincr.
-17th ditto.-One rank and file, five borses,kiHed; subal-

tern, four rank and file, three horses, wounded.
Brigade of Guards,-One rank and file, killed ; two rank

and file, missing.
.

"3d Battalion of Light-Infantry.-One rank and file, killed;
OneSubaltern, three rank and EHe,wounded.

5tb Regiment.-.:.one rank and file,killed; one Field Officer,
one ra.nk and file, wounded.

-10th ditto.-One rank and file,killed; one rank and file,
wounded.

28th Regiment.-One Captain, eight rank and fi]e, killed;
one Subaltern, four Serge:mts, fifty-three rank and file,
wounded.

35th ditto.-One Field Officer, one Subaltern, Bfte-en rank
and file, killed; two Captains, one Subaltern, six Ser-
geants, thirty-one tank and file, wounded; two rank
and file, missing.

.'
.

31th ditto.-Three rank and file, killed; two rank and file,
wounded.

45th ditto.-One drummer, one rank and file, missing.
49th dillo.-One Captain! one Subaltern, one Sergeant,

five rank and file, killed; one Subaltern, two Ser-
geants, seventeen rankand file, wounded.

ilst dilto.- Two rank and file, missing.
New~Yark Company,-One rank and file,wounded.
Queen's Rangers.-Twenty rank and file, killed; (jne Sub-

altern, eight rank file, wounded; twenty-eight rank
and file, missing.

Royal Artillery.-One r:mk and file, killed; one Sergeant,
one rank and file, wounded.

Total.-One Field Officer, two Captains, two Subal-
tems, one Sergeant, fifty-seven rank and file, five horses,
killed; one Field Officer, two Cn ptains, six Subalterns,
fourteen Sergeants, one hundred and twenty-three rank and
file, foUl' horses, wounded; one drummer, thirty-six rank
and file, missing.

Names of Officers killed and wounded.

17th Regiment of Light Dragoons.-Lieutenant Loftus,
wounded.

5th Regiment.-Lieutenant-Colonel Walcott,wounded.
28th ditto.-:-Captain Deering, ki1led; Lieutenant Taylor,

wounded.
35th ditto.-Lieutenant-Colonel Carr, Ensign Eagle, killed;

Captain Fitzgerald, Captain-Lieutenant Massey, Lieu-
tenant Banks, \\'Ounded. .

49th diuo.-Captain-Lieutenant Gore, Lieutenant Joculyn,
killed; Lieutenant Roberts, wounded.

3d Battalion of Light-Infantry.-Lieutenant Saurine, of the
46th Regiment, wounded.

Hessian Corps, ~c.
Chasseurs.-Four rank and file, killed; one Subaltern, nine

rank and file, wounded; two rank and file, missing.
Grenadier Baualion of Linsing.-One Captain, two rank

and file, wounded.
Grenadier Battalion of Block.~One rank and file, wounded.
Hereditary Prince's.-Two rank and fi]e, wonndeu.
Losberg's.-Six rank and file, killed; one Sergeant, thirty-

nine rank and file, wounded.
Kniphausen.-Two rank and file, wounded.
Rall's.-Two rank and file, one horse,killed; one Subal-

tern, three rank and file, wounded.
Trnmback's.-Eight rank and file, missing.
Artillery.-One rank and file,wounded.
3d Regiment of Waldeck.-Thirteen rank and file, missing.

Total.-Twelve rank and file, one horse, killed; one
Captain, two Subalterns, one Sergeant, fifty-one rank and
file, wounded; twenty-three rank and file, missing.

Names of Officers killed and wounded,~c.
Chasseurs.-Lieutenant De Rau; wounded.
Grenadier Battalion of Linsing.-Captain De Westerhagen,

wounded.
Regiment of Rall.-Lieutenant Muhlhansen, wounded.

N. B. The eigbt rank and file of the Hessian Regiment
of Trumback retu~ned missing, were taken prisoners in
Staten-Island, the 15th of October.

In the attack of the 16th of November, when the Rebel
lines and redoubts near Fort Washington were stormed, and
that fort surrendered, &c., with other casualties since the
29tb of October and preceding the 16th of November:

British.
17th Regiment of Dragoons.-One rank and file,wounded.
2d Battalion of Light-Infantry.-One Sergeant, tbree rank

and file, killed; two Sergeants, one drummer, seven
rank and file, wounded.

4th Regiment.-One rank and file, missing.
10th ditto.-One Captain, three rank and file, killed; five

rank and file, wounded.
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15th Regiment.-One rank and file, killed; one rank and
file, wounded.

23d ditto.-One Sergeant, wounded.
27th ditto.- Three rank and file, missing.
28th ditto.-One rank and file, wounc1ed.
33th ditto.-Six rank and file, wounded.
42d ditto.-One Sergeant, eight rank and file, ki1led; three

Subalterns, four Sergeants, sixty-six rank and file,
wounded.

52d ditto.-One rank and file, missing; one Subaltern, one
Sergeant, wounded.

71st dino.-One rank and file, wounded; one Sergeant,
mlssmg.

New-York Cornpany.-One rank and file, missing.
Royal Artillery.-One rank and file, killed; one rank and

file, wounded.
TotaL-One Captain, two Sergeants, seventeen rank

and file, killed; four Subalterns, eight Sergeants, one drum-
mer, eighty-nine rank and file, wounded; one Sergeant,
five rank and file, missing.

Names of Officers killed and wounded.
10th Regiment.-Captain frl'lntosh, killed.
42d ditto.-Lieutenant Alexander Grant, Lieutenant Pat-

rick Graham, Lieutenant Norman JIIfLeodt wounded.
52d ditto.-Lieutenant Collier, wounded.

Hessian Corps, o/c.

Chasseurs.-Six rank and file,killed; one Subaltern, five
rank and file, wounded.

Grenadier Battalion of Kohler.-Six rank and file, kil1ed;
one Captain, one Sergeant, thirty-three rank and file,
wounded.

Regiment du Corps.-Two rank and file, ki1Ied; one rank
and file, wounded.

Hereditary Prince's.- Two rank and file, wounded.
Wuttginaw.-One Captain, one Sergeant, one Subaltern,

thirteen rank and file, killed; two Subalterns, three
Sergeants, fifty-nine rank and file, wounded.

Dittforth.- Two rank and file, wounded.
Donop.-One rank and file, wounded.
Losberg.-Five rank and file, kiI1ed; one Subaltern, seven-

teen rank and fi]e,wounded.
Knipbausen.-One Captain, six rank and fined, killed; two

Field Officers, one Subaltern, five Sergeants, fifty-eight
rank and file, wounded.

Stein.-One Subaltern, one rank and file, killed; one rank
and file, wounded.

Rall.-One drummer, two rank and file, killed; one Sub-
altern, three rank and file, wounded.

\Vessembach.-Four rank and file, wounded.
Huyn.-One Subaltern, two rank and file,killed; one Subal-

tern, fOllrSergeants, twenty-one rank and file,wounded.
Bunon.-Two rank and file, killed; three Sergeants, twen-

ty-three rank and file, wounded.
3d Regiment of Waldeck.-Six rank and file, killed; six-

teen rank and file, wounded.
Tota\.- Two Captains, three Subaltern!>,one Sergeant,

one drummer, fifty-one rank and file, killed; two Field
Officers, one Captain, six Subalterns, se\'enteen Sergeants,
two hundred and forty-six rank and file, wounded.

Names of Officers. killed and wounded.
Grenadier Battalion of Kohler.-Captain Hessemuller,

wounded.
Wuttginaw's Regiment.-Captain JIIledern,Lieutenant Lo-

wensftld, killed; Lieutenant De Lendaw, Ensign De
Ende, wounded.

Losberg's Regiment.-Lieutenant De TVurmb,wounded.
Kniphausen's Regiment.-Captain Barkhausen, killed;

Lieutenant-Colonel De Borcke, Major De Dichow
Lielltenant Brwle, wounded. '

Stein's Regimcnt.-Lieutenant Schwein, killed.
Regiment of Ra11.-Captain Walter, kiIJed; Lieutenant

Kunen, Ensign fferneck, wounded.
Huyn's Regiment.-Lieutenant Justy, killed; Ensign Wend,

wounded.
Return of Prisoners taken during the campaign, 1776.

August 27-Long-Island.
Commissioned Officers.- Three Generals, three Colonels

fo~r Lieutenant-Co,lonels, three Majors, eighteen Cap~
tams, forty-three Lieutenants, eleven En~igns.

FIFTH SERIES-VOL. III.

Staff.-One Adjutant, three Surgeons, t\Vo Volunteers.
Privates.- One thousand and six; including nine wounded

officers and fifty-six wounded privates.

September 15, 16-Island of New- York.
Commissioned Officers.-One Colonel, two Lieutenant-

Colonels, three Majors, foUl' Captains, seven Lieuten-
ants.

Privates.-Three hundred and fifty-four.

October 12:-Wltite-Plains.

Commissioned Officers.-One Captain, two Lieutenants.
Staff.-One Quartermaster.

~

Privates.- Thirty-five.

November 16-Fort Washington.
Commissioned Officers.-Four Colonels, four Lieutenant-

Colonels, five Majors, forty-six Captains, one hundred
and seven Lieutenants, thirty-one Ensigns.

Staff.-One Chaplain, two Adjutants, two Quartermasters,
five Surgeons, two Commissaries, one Engineer, One
Wagon master.

Privates.-Two thousand six hundred and seven.

November 20-Fort Lee.
Commissioned Officers.-One Lieutenant, one Ensign.
Staff.-One Quartermaster, three Surgeons.
Pri vates.-Ninety -nine.

Total.
Commissioned o fficE'rs.- Three Generals, eight Colonels,

ten Lieutenant-Colonels, eleven Majors, sixty-nine
Captains, one hundred and sixty Lieutenants, forty.
three Ensigns.

Staff.-One Chaplain, three Adjutants, four Quartermasters,
eleven Surgeons, two Commissaries, one Engineer, one
\Vagonmaster, two Volunteers.

Privates.-Four thousand one hundred and one.
Officers,
Staff,- -
Privates,-

Total,

304
.25

- -4,101
- - 4.430

Jos. LORING, Commissary of Prisoners.

Return of Ordnance and Storcs taken by Ms Majesty's
Troops in the Rcdoubts and Lines of the Enemy, from
their landing at FROG-N ECK, WEST-CHESTER County,
from the l:2th of OCTOBERto the 20th of NOVEMBER,
1776.

At Fort Washington, now Fort Kmphauscn, and Batteries
depending: Iron Ordnance: Four thirty-two pounqers,
two eighteen ditto, seven twelve ditto, live nine ditto,
fifteen six ditto, eight three dino, two five-and-half-
inch brass howitzers.

Fort lndependence: Iron Ordnance: Twelve four pounders.
Fort Valentine: Iron Ordnance: Four twelve pounders,

trn nine ditto, ten six ditto, thirty-seven four ditto.
Fort Lee: The Rock, Redoubt, and Batteries in the Jer-

seys: Iron Ordnance: Five thirty-two pounders, three
twenty-four ditto, two six dino, two three ditto, one
thirteen-inch brass mortar, one ten-inch ditto; two
thirteen-inch iron mortars, one ten-inch ditto, one
eight-inch ditto.

On the road leading to Hackinsack, in the Jerseys: Iron
Ordnance: Two twenty-four pounders, two eighteen
ditto, four twelve ditto, mounted on travelling car-
riages, four six pounders.

TotaL-Iron Ordnance: 9 thirty-two pounders, 5 twenty-
fmlr pounders, 4 eighteen pounders, ]5 twelve pounders,
15 nine pounders,31 six pounders, 49 four pounders, 10
three pounders, 2 five-and-half-inch brass howitzers, 1 thir-
teen-inch bi'ass mortal', 1 ten-inch ditto, 2 thirteen-inch iron
mortars, 1 ten-inch ditto, 1 eight~inch ditto.
Shot: Round, loose: 1,087 thirty-two pounders, 272 eitFh

teen pounders, 2,6:37 twelve pounders, 300 six pou~d-
ers, 760 six pounders, 870 three pounders.

Case: 30 thirty-two pounders, 40 eighteen pounders, 340
twelve pounders, 290 nine pounders, 74 six pounders,
39 three pounders, 1,159 double-headed of sorts, 42
boxes for grape.

67
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Shells: 156 thirteen-inch, 311 ten-inch, 1,140 eight-inch, GENERALHEATH TO PIERRE VANCORTLANDT.
1,170 five-and-half-inch, 1,200 four-two-fifths-inch. Peekskill, December3d, 1776.

Powder,barrels, - "- - - - . - 15 SIR: Yourfavoursofthe27thand28thofNovemberare
Muskets of sorts, - - - - - 2,800 before me. I should have sooner acknowledged the receipt
Musket-cartridges,near - - 400,000 of them, had not a multiplicityof pressingavocationspre-

Iron,tons,- - 5b
ro
a
d
!' - 20 vented. It gives me the highest satisfaction to find my

( 5 endeavours to ser~e the publick cause meet with the ap-
Intrenching tools of sorts, 500, probation of so respectable a body as the honourable Con-
Armourers' tools, sets, 6 vention of the State of New- York.
Hand-barrows, - - - - 200 I havethe pleasurealsoto acquaintyou,that hy a letter
Gin, complete, 1 received from his Excellency General Washington, dated
Sling-carts, - - - - - - - - - - - 2 at Brunswick,the 29thof November,hisExcellencyis
Iron fraise of four hundred weight each, supposed pleased to express his approbation of my offers of assistance

to be intended to stop the navigatioiJof Hudson's in obstructing the passage of the North River, as it is all
river, 200 object of so much consideration that too much attention
A large quantity of other species of stores not at present cannot be paid to It.

ascertained.
SAM.CLEAVELAND, I am sorry to find that a number of soldiers, both sick

Brigadier-General, RoyalArtillery. and well, have obtruded themselves upon you, and thank
you for the kind assistance which has been afforded to
them. They were not of my division; but having come
within the limits of my command, I immediately gave orders
fOl"those who were fit for duty to join their regiment, and
that a Surgeon of the hospital should attend the sick; and
I am surprised this evening to find that the latter has been
neglected. I have this evening directed Dr. McKnight to
repair to Fishkill to-morrow. He has promised that he
will attend, with medicines, &c.

I yesterday ordered to Fort Montgomery a quantity of
sheet iron, which is to be forwarded to the Forest oj Dean,
in order to complete the stores for the use of the Northern
Army.

I shall pay a particular attention to the posts and passes
on the west side of Hudson's river, which lie within the
limits of my command, and shall order over, from time to
time, such reinforcements as our strength will admit of, or
the exigencies of affairs require. At present, as General
Lee is passing that way with a very respectable body of
troops, any reinforcement of our posts there is unnecessary.

I thank the honourable Convention for the measures
which they have taken to afford speedy aid, in case occa-
sion should require it, on the west side of Hudson's river,
by holding the Militia of Orange and Ulster Counties in
readiness to march at a moment's notice.

"

A hospital for the reception of the sick of my department,
is extremely wanted. Doctor McKnight, who is my prin-
cipal Surgeon, acquaints me that the academy at Fishkill
is well calculated for that purpose, and has been recom-
mended to him by some gentlemen of. the Committee. If
it is unimproved, and it should be agreeable to the honour-
able Con vention that it should be used as an hospital, it will
benefit the publick. If it should appear disagreeable, a
house must be somewhere or another built or fitted up.

I am, sir, with respect and esteem, your most obedient
and very humble servant,

W. HEATH.

To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Vice President of the Com-
mittee of Safety of the State of New- York, Fishkill.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM AN ENGLISHOFFJCER, DATED

NEW-YORK, DECEMBER 3, 1776.

Most of our provisions are brought by water. As to
lodging, you may rest assured we are. in no want of room.
The Genera] went from hence On the 12th of October, and
on the 18th the remainder of the Hessians arrived, who had
hardly time to breathe before they were sent on actual ser-
vice. They have suffered severely in the several actions,
particularly in that of Washington" fort. Ever since their
first landing on Long-Island, the Pmvincials have borne
them a grudge, and they in return have not been backward
in showing their dislike.

COLONEL MALCOM TO GENERAL HJ<:ATH.

Camp at Niack, December ad, 1776.

SIR: I arrived bere yesterdaywith about one hundred
men and several of my commissianed and non-commis-
sioned officers as volunteers. Love of our country, respect
for our General, and the reputation of the regiment, all con-
spired to incline us to comply with his Excellency's request
"to serve until the middle of this month."

I have formed two guards about a mile distant, and oppo-
site the fleet, which consists of two ships-of-war, two gaIJeys,
one schooner, a transport brig, and a sloop. The inhabit-
ants are much pleased with our arrival. They were much
exposed. The boats landed twice last week, plundered a
bouse, and took off some cattle.

I mount but few sentinels; but depend upon patrols from
each guard moving along shore. At this season they are
more alert, and in our situation answer for the duty.

Captain Tredwell is with us; will be useful in case of an
alarm at night, or their small vessels approaching the shore
in the day.

"I request your Honour's instructions concerning the pub-
lick arms, tents, &c. As there is a respectable guard at
Colonel Hay's, perhaps you may consider that as a proper
place to deposit them for the present. I also request a
whale-boat, to use as a guard-boat. I could also thereby
be enabled to communicate to your Honour with more de-
spatch any thing ex.traordinary that way bappening in this
quarter.

"With due respect, I am your Honour's most obedient and
obliged servant, W. MALCOM.
Honourable General Heath.

COLONEL HAY TO GENERAL HEATH.

Hanr$traw, December 3d, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Agreeable to your desire, I have informed
Colonel Lasher that he must take care of the tents, arms,
cooking utensils, and others belonging to his regiment, until
you send a party for them. Colonel Malcom and his regi-
ment have consented to stay in the service fourteen days
longer, consequently wi1lwant theirs. Colonels Drake and
Hm'denbergh have left this place with their regiments, and
I do not know what they have done with their tents, &c.

I am, dear sir, with great respect, your most obedient,
humble servant, A. HAWKESHAY.
To the Honourable GenerallIeath, Peekskill.

EZRA THOMPSON TO JONATHAN LANDON.

SIR: According to your ord~rs of the 1st of December,
1776, I have measured the work done by McDonald and
his workmen since his last agreement with you and Com-
mittee appointed to explore mines in this State, viz: he sunk
from the west to the east, five feet depth, and extended the
same twenty-four feet in length, and three feet in breadth i
he also had sunk from northeast to the southwest, eleven
feet in depth, and extended the same two-and-a-half feet in
lencrth, and twelve feet in breadth. The above different
me~sures are as exact as I could make. He likewise has
drawn a report, the truth of which, as far as I could under-
stand, may be depended on.

Sir, I remain your very humble servant,
EZRA THOMPSON.

December 3d, 1776.

By agreement JJ1.cDonald was to dig one hundred and
eight cubick feet for ten pounds. He has dug six hundred
and ninety cubick feet, which, at the rate of ten pounds for
one hundred and eight, amounts to sixty-three pounds sev-
enteen shillings and nine pence.
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NEW-YORK COM~nTTEE OF SAFETY TQ GENERAL HEATH.

In Committee of Safety for the State of New-York, ~ .

FIShkill, December 3d, 1776. 5
SIR: A petition, supported by a number of affidavits, was

this day presented to the Committee of Safety, complaining
of depredations committed by Captain Ford and 1115com-
pany, belonging to Colonel Brewer's regiment, of the JJ[as-
sachusetts-Bay, and requesting the interposition of civll
authority. You, sir, have, we presume, but too much eVI-
dence before you of the rapacity of our troops, wbo seem to
have conspired with a cruel enemy, increasing the misfor-
tunes of those who have unhappily fallen victims to the
calamities of war. From your known humanity and benev-
olence we are fully satisfied that you cannot but resent rava-
ges which disgrace the arms taken up in the most righteous
of all causes with abhorrence.

Called upon by numberless complaints of the suffering
inhabitants of this State, it has become our duty to see that
at least some of the principal offenders be brought to jus-
tice, that a stop may be put to such pernicious excesses for
the future; and the Committee of Safety have accordingly
passed suitable resolutions, which will be transmitted to his
Excellency General Washington, with a request that Captain
Ford be delivered up, in order to answer for his misconduct in
a court of justice. In the mean time I am directed to request
you to detain Captain Ford in custody, and to give orders for
securing such of the plundered e!fects as may still be found.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, your most
obedient, humble servant.

By order of the Committee of Safety:
PIERRE V AN CORTLANDT, Vice President.

To the Honourable Major-General Heath.

NEW-YORIr COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO JOHN ROWE.

In Committee of Safety Fishkill, ~
December3, 1776. 5

SIR: This Committee are informed by Mr. John Living-
ston, that he has purchased ,aquantity of goods of you for this
State, and left in your care four hogsheads. The bearer, Mr.
James Week.y, is sent on purpose to bring the goods to this
place, which goods you will be kind enough to deliver to him.
He has Mr. John Livingston's order to you for that purpose.

We are, sir, your most obedient servants,
J AS. CUYLER,
E. L'HOMMEDIEU,
JOHN MOORE.

To John Rowe, Esq., Boston.

NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO CAPTAIN NATHANIEl.

PLATT.
Fishkill, De~ember 3, 1776.

Su~: The Committee ilre informed that Colonel Living-
ston brought from Long-Island a considerable number 0(
fire-arms. The Convention have therefore directed us that
those arms will be wanted in tbis State. You are recom-
mended to u~ as a proper person. We reque~t you will
apply to Colonel Livingston, and take the arms, appraise
tbem, and transport them to this place, as soon as possible j

and for your trouble and expense you will be paid.
Weare, sir, &c., J AS. CUYLER,

E. L'HOMMEDIEU,
JOHN MOORE.

To Captain Nathaniel Platt, Milford.

of Safety, one hundred pounds have been paid by Mr.
L'IIommerlieu,whereof eighty is paid to Captain Weeks,
and twenty detained in his hands, for the removal of the fire-
arms.

JOHN ELMENDORF TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Kingston, 3 December, 1776.

SIR: I am happy to hear that the Convention entertains
such an opinion of my fidelity to our common cause, as to
empower me in procurinO' requisites in order to make our

. common defence; but a~ sorry to inform you that at thi~
present time I cannot accept of performing that trust reposed
in me, for reason of such daily depredations and plunder of
private property at my house. You are sensible when such
outrages are committed, in having your doors splintered,
forced, &c., it IS requisite for an honest man, and a lover
of his country's rights, to alleviate the distress ?f my good
family (as they may be called by the world) WIthmy pre>-
sence. NothinO' grieves me more than daily to observe,
and be an eye ~itness to such confusion and turbulent dis-
positions of the people. I should wiJJiugly embrace an
opportunity for the service of my country at any other time,
so with reluctance might decline, and refer you to some
other person for the completion of the trust I was honoured
with.

I am, with the greatest esteem and regard for the welfare
of the publick in general, your most obedient, humble ser-
vant,

JNO. ELMENDORF.
To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Vice President of the

Committee of Safety, at Fishkill.

COLONEL GANSEVOORT TO ROBERT YATES.

Albany, 3d December, 1776.

DEARSIR: I have this day assumed upon myselfto issue
jnstructions to the undermentioned persons, to recruit for my
battalion, to wit: Henry Colbrath and ]tIcClannen. They
are per~ons whom I did not know till lately, when they
were recommended to me by some officers. They are at
present Lieutenants in Colonel Nicholson's regiment. 1
was ioduced to do this, as they had considerable influence
among tbe men in that regiment, and probably to get them
to reengage; and having but few recruiting officers in this
quarter, I am under some apprehensions that the men will
be gone before I might find others, there appearing so great
a reluctance in the young gentlemen in and about Albany
to engage in the service, many of Colonel Van Schaick's
officers having, as I am informed, declined to accept their
appointment.

I shall continue to issue instructions to such gentlemen as
I shall approve of, and sending you their names, until otber-
wise directed by your Committee. I have, however, made
no other engagements with the above gentlemen, but that I
would recommend them for Ensigns, and that I doubted not
but that your Committee wou.ldtake notice of it; and should
they not, that they should be paid as recruiting officers.

J am, sir, with great respect, your very humble ser-
""ant, P. GANSEVOORT.
To Robert Yates, Esq., Chairman of Committee of Arrange-

ment.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE PRESIPENT OF CONGRESS.
NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO CAPTAIN WEEKS.

[Read 27th.]
Fishkill, December 3, 1776.

Saratoga, December 3d, 1776.
SIR : You will immediately proceed from here to the SIR: At one this day I was honoured with your favour

town of Boston, with the letter and order herewith delivered of the 24th ultimo, covering sundry resolutions of Congress,
you, for Mr. John Rowe, who will deliver you four hogs- which shall be immediately published.
heads of dry goods,with whichyou will repair here as soon The resolutionrespecting the Pennsylvania and New-
as possible. For this purpose we have put in your hands Jersey troops, I had already anticipated; and as the troops
the sum of eighty pounds. You will either buy teams or that had been employed in this department, except the
hire them to carry the said goods, as to you may appear necessary garrisons, were on the march from Ticonderoga
most advantageous. YOllare to do every act in this busi- when 1 received the account of Fort Washington's having
ness with despatch and the least expense. fallen into the enemy's hands, I ordered seven others of the

We are, sir, yours, ,J. CUYLER, regular troops to join his Excellency General Washington.
JOHNMOORE, The last of those embarked yesterday at Albany, under the

. . . E. L'HoMMEDIEU. command of General Gates.
To Captam James Weeki, Fzshktll. I am very apprehensive that a sufficient body of troops

Memorandum.-Agreeable to an order of this Committee for the new Army will not be engaged in time to relieve
..
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the northern garrisons. I shall make pressing application
to the Eastern States to send whatever numbers they can
procure.

As many of the officers that have served the last cam-
paign are left out in the new arrangement, should not some
directions be given to discharge them from the service? I
am just now informed that a prize ship is arrived at Boston,
with seventeen thousand suits of clothing. I hope the
whole will be purchased for the use of the Army.

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient humble servant,
PH. SCHUYLER.

To the Honourable John Hancock.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO MESHECH WEARE.

Saratoga, December 3, 1776.

SIR: The term of inlistment of the troops that now gar-
rison Ticonderoga, Fort George, &c., will expire on the
last day of this month, and I fear they cannot be prevailed
upon to remain there after that. It is therefore of the
utmost importance that troops should be expedited into this
department the soonest possible. And agreeable to the
enclosed resolution of Congress, I do myself the honour to
entreat you to order such parts of each regiment to be raised
in your State for this department as can be got ready, to
march, so as that they may arrive at Ticonderoga by the
latter end of this month.

As it is impossible to prevent the enemy from gaining
intelligence of what passes in this quarter, should the
troops now at Ticonderoga leave it before others come up
to relieve them, General Carleton will doubtless take the
advantage of it, and possess himself of that important post;
and what the consequences wou1d be are easily conceived.
I do not, therefore, doubt but that every exertion will be
made by YOUI'State to hasten on the troops.

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient, humble ser-
vant,

PH. SCHUVLER.
Honourable President of the State of New-Hampshire.

[Same to Massachusetts Council; Governour Trumbull; Governour
Cooke.]

In Congress, November 22, ]776.

As the necessity of obtaining an Army immediately to
oppose the designs of the enemy is so evident and pressing
as to render it proper to give all possible facility to that
business:

Resolved, That each State be at liberty to direct their
recruiting officers to inlist their men, either for the war or
three years, upon the respective bounties offered by Con-
gress, without presenting inlisting rolls for both terms,
according to a former resolution, keeping it always in view,
that in the opinion of Congress, the publick service will be
best promoted by inlistments for the war, if the recruitinO'
business is not retarded thereby.

0

Extract from Resolves.
JOHN LANSING, Jun.,

Secretary to iJ'I. General Schuyler.

DEPOSITION OF OLIVER JOHNSON AND OTHERS.

The testimony of Oliver Johnson, John Hal', Seth John-
son, John Gilbert, Abel Willcor, and Elisha Brown, is as
[01l0ws, viz:

The deponents say that they were upon the military
watch, kept by order of the Civil Authorityand Selectmen
of Middletown, in the night season, in the night next after
Saturday last; that when they came to the guard-house, at
the town-house, they heard the noise of great merriment at
Govel'nour Fran7clin's lodgings, at the house of Jacub Sebor,
viz: singing loud, ha1l00ing,shouting, &c., which seemed
to proceed from a large company; and Seth Johnson and
John Gilbert, for themselves, say, that as they passed by,
about half after eleven o'clock, they heard said company
roaring out a catch, which began thus: "King George's
health, and it shall go round," which seemed to be begun
by one, and then the whole company joined in the chorus;
and said Abel WillcQr and Elisha Brown say, that they
heard said company sing a song which begins, "Howe's a
brave commander;" and all said deponents declare and say
that the noise and uproar of said company continued from

the time said guard was set, at nine o'clock, until.half after
eleven o'clock in the evening, and might, as they judge, have
been heard forty rods from said Sebor's. And the said
Elisha Brown and Abel Willcor declare and say, that they
were ordered by the Captain of the watch, b'etween eleven
and twelve, to patrol the streets, and that upon their return
they met four of the persons who had spent the evening
with Governour Franklin, who they are since informed are
Mr. Waltdn, Colonel Corsa, Mr. Samuel Burling, and Mr.
Robert Ross TVadelle, four gentlemen from New- York, sup-
posed to be Tories, and confined here upon their parole.
That they upon meeting them, thought it their duty to carry
men who had made such a disturbance to the guard-house,
and accordingly ordered them to stand, and required them
to go with them to the guard-house, which they with some
reluctance submitted to and went; when they came there
they questioned the right of the guard to detain them; upon
which they were desired to read the instructions to the
guard, which were stuck up in writing against the wall,
which some of them did, and thereupon Mr. lValton ac-
knowledged the guard had pursued their instructions, and
endeavoured to convince the other gentlemen of it; but very
soon Mr. Burling and Wadellebegan to show resentment
that they were detained, and Burling pretended an excuse
for going into the street; but as it was believed to be a mere
excuse, he was not permitted; then a negro boy of Mr.
Walton's,who attended them, was permitted to go down,
but Elisha Brown suspecting he might intend to escape,
opened a window and gave him to understand that if he
attempted to escape, he would be within reach of his piece;
the boy went and retUrned, but Mr. Wadelle took upon him
to resent said Brown's conduct, and fell into a very violent
passion, and threatened said Brown to beat his brains out;
and the said Burling also began to abuse and insultsaid
watch. Soon after, Captain Johnson returned, and said
Walton and Corsa requesting to be dismissed, and promising
to go directly and peaceably to their lodgings, Captain
Johnson dismissed them; but said Wadclle and Burling con-
tinuing turbulent, and giving the watch abusive language,
they were detained, and from this time tiJl they were dis-
missed by l\Jajor Starr, their conduct and language was
most outrageous, violent, and wicked, in tbe courseof which
said Burling called Captain Johnson a liar, a thief, and a
devil, andmanyotherviJe and abusive epithets; one or other
of them threatened to beat and kiJl Abel Willeor, John
Hall, Elisha Brown and Captain Johnson; Mr. Burling
damned the Congress repeatedly, cursed this Colony and all
authority in it, wished the Hessians here to cut our throats,
and said they would be in a fortnigbt; caJled our soldiers
and Army cowards; and much more of the like nature;
they further say that they uttered the most terrible oaths and
curses which they ever heard; tbey swore by the name of
God, by Jesus Christ; and with these and the like oaths,
introduced almost every sentence. Mr. Burling said it was
no sin to take God's name in vain, and also told John
Hall he could not go to Heaven, for he had neither piety
nor virtue enough, and beside had not money enough to pay
the expenses of the journey. Mr. Burling damned the
Continental currency, and said it was good for nothing; and
the said Burling several times attempted to strike said Abel
Willeor, and also attempted to wrest a large hea\'y cane out
of the hands of said Wadelle to strike said Willeor with.
And the said Oliver Johnson and Abel Willcor furt!JBr say,
that soon after said gentlemen were carried to said guard-
house, Governour Franklin sent for said Johnson, amj he
and said Willcor went to him to said Sebor's gate, where he
used arguments to show they ought not to be detained; and
upon said Willeorreplying that they ought to be taken up
and detained, the said Governolll' Franklin replied, (speak-
ing to said Willeor,) "You are a damned villain; I know
you; you shall be come up with for this." And these de-
ponents further say said persons were not used with any
angry or provoking language, nor had they any insult offered
them by any of said watch, neither do they know of any
reason for said outrage, insult and provocation, but their
being taken up and detained as aforesaid; and further these
deponents say not.

OLIVER JOHNSON,

JOHN HALL,

SETa JOHNSON,

Middletown, December 3d, 1776,

JOHN GILBERT,

ABEL tV ILCOR,

ELISHA DROWN.
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HARTFORD County, 58: MIDDLETOWN, }December 3d, 1776.

Persona1ly appeared Oliver Johnson. John Hall, Seth
Johnson, Jol~n Gilbert, Abel Willcor, and Elisha Brown,
and made oath that the deposition written in this sheet of
papel' and by them subscribed, is the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth. Before me,

MATTHEW T AI,LCOTT,Justice Peace.

GOVERNOUR COOKE TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE ASSEMBLY.

Providence. December 3, 1776.

SIR: I think it my duty to inform you that I have just
received undoubted intelligence that yesterday morning a
large fleet of square-rigged vessels was seen between Blocl~-
Island and Montauk, who in all probability are designed lor
an attack upon this State. When the letters giving me this
information were writinO",eleven sail were plainly discovered,
and before the express~s carne away several more hove in
sight. The authority of New-Hampshire will make such
use of this intelli<rence as prudence shaH suggest, and at all
events prepare tl~e force of that State to act as the exigency
of affairs shall require.

I am, in great haste, sir, your most obedient, humble ser-
vant, NICH's COOKE.

Honourable Speaker of the Assembly of New-Hampshire.

MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR TO MESSRS. PENET &. SON.

State of Massachusetts-Bay, New-England, ~
War Office, Boston, 3d December, 1776. 5

GENTI.EMEN: We have lately been constituted by this
Government a Board of 'Var, as for other purposes so to
get /i'om your part of the world those supplies of warlike
stores we yet stand in needof. Havingan opportunityfrom
Newburyport to ship a small interest by a chance vessel, we
consign it to your house for sale. There may be some small
furs and oil, or perhaps oil only. Whatever effects may
come to you for ollr account, please to sell them to the best
advantage, and return us the proceeds, freight and all other
charges being deducted, in good effective fire-arms, with
bayonets, sueh as are userl in the, King of Prance bis army,
or those that approach nearest to them. There has been a
good manufacture of this kind shown to us as a specimen,
that was brought by a gentleman from Nantz, belonging
to the house of Penet 8r Gruel, neglSsur I'isle fey deau it
Nante. This fusil was of a good length, had a well-sized
calibre, and a sufficient bayonet and sheath. It had iron
clasps and steel ramrod, and we1lfixed in every part, with
a bridle to the lock. This fusil was offered at twenty-two
livres Tournois. Please to ship upon the ~Montgomery,
when she returns, the whole amount of this adventure in
sueh fire-arms as above described, if you can prOCUl'ethem,
and let them be carefully packed in chests. But as you
may not be able to procure good fire-arms, and as we are
uncertain at present what interest will be to ship it to you
by this vessel, we will mention to you what other articles
we want, and you will send them in the course they are
mentioned, viz: Five hundred well-made gun-locks, with
what the English call good bridles; one hundred and fifty
thousand good flints, cost three and a half to four livres per
thousand; fifty pounds borax purificata, cost in London
about five shillings per pound; ten ~ood brass cannon for
field-pieces, carrying three pound ball-if not too dear. If
any thing remains after these purchases, please to send it in
good raven's duck, fit for soldiers' tents. It generally cost
from twenty-two to twenty-seven shillings sterling a piece,
of thirty-eight yards and seven-eighths of a yard wide.

It is probable we may make ,you some further consign-
ments by Ollr own vessels; and in the interim remain with
respect your humble servant, J UTAMES n ARREN,

President of the Board of War.

Messrs. Louis Penet 8r Son, Merchants at Bordeaux.

JlJASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR TO MESSRS. JACKSON, TRACY,

&. TRACY.

War-Office, Boston, 3d December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Your Mr. Jackson mentioning to us your
offer to freight a parcel of oil now at Newburyport to Bor-

deaux in your ship Montgomery, Captain Row, you will
oblig;e us to apply to the owners of said oil, which we sup-
pose to be train oil; and if it be of good quality, and they
will take four pounds per barrel, or thirty-two pounds, law-
ful money, per ton of two hundred and fifty-two ga1l0ns,
please to purchase the whole for account of Government,
provided you will carry it in said ship. We will pay for
the freight of it three pounds ten shillings sterling per ton;
and if you can afford it for a less sum, we presume you will
not insist upon our offer. Enclosed you have a letter to
Nathaniel Carter, Esq., also to Mr. John White, with ap-
plications to them for some shipping furs they have. If
either or both those gentlemen incline to part with them for
the service of their country, please to receive them, and
ship them per Captain Rowe, for Bordeaux. Enclosed you
have a letter to Messrs. Penet 8r Son, at Bordeaux, which
you will please to send forward to them, with an invoice or
bill lading, provided you obtain any oil or furs as mentioned.

By order of the Board of War:
JA. WARREN, President.

MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR TO JOHN WHITE.

War-Office, Boston, 3d December, 1776.

SIR: This Board having been informed by Mr. Jackson
that you have a quantity of small furs by you fit for ship-
ping, and being well convinced of your strong attachment to
your country in its present dispute, as they find a great
scarcity of exports proper for the European market, and
want a great quantity of military supplies from that country,
beg leave to ask whether you will spare those furs for an
export upon the account of Government. There is an op-
portunity from Newburyport to ship them. Messrs. Jackson,
Tracy 8r Tracy lately bought a parcel in this town. We
are willing to give the same prices they gave, and which
they will furnish you with if you incline to let them go.
Please to deliver them in shipping order to said Jackson,
Tracy 8r Tracy, and invoiceof them; and if YOll will send
us an in voice likewise of the same we will soon provide
payment of it.

I am, your humble servant, J. "VARREN,President.

:Mr. John White, of Haverhill.
[Same to Nathaniel Carter, at Newbury Port.]

State of Massachusetts-Bay, Council Chamber, ~
December 3, 1776. 5

Ordered, That the Secretary be directed to publish in
the several Newspapers the following Act.

A true extract from the Minutes.
Attest: JOHN AVERY, Dep'y Secretary.

In the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundrr,d and
seventy-six.

An Act to prevent the forging and altering Bills of Pub-
lick Credit, and for preventing the Depreciation thereof,
and for making the Bills of Credit of the United Colo-
nies and the Bills of this Gover1l1nr,nt a tender in all
payments.

Wbereas, by reason of the unjustifiable attacks committed
against the United Colonies of America by the troops of
Great Britain, and the difficulty of collecting money, plate,
and bullion to support the charges oftbeir necessary defence,
the Congress of said Colonies have thought fit, for the car-
rying on the publick affairs and answering the demands of
soldiers and seamen employed by them, to order the im-
printing and signing a certain number of bills of credit of
several sums, by Commissioners thereunto duly appointed
and authorized: And whereas the Congress ami General
Assembly of tbis Colony have also, for the payment of sea-
men and soldiers employed in the defence of the same,
ordered that a certain number of notes and bills of credit of
several sums should be imprinted and signed by Commis-
sioners thereunto duly autborized and appointed: And
whereas several of the United Colonies bave, by their Gov-
ernments, severalJy ordered the imprinting and signing a
certain number of bills of publicI. credit for answering the
demands of soldiers and seamen by them severally employed
for their necessary defence, all which bills have retained a
good currency and have very mucb facilitated the carrying
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on of the present war; nevertheless, some wicked persons,
intending to defraud the inhabitants of the Colonies afore-
said, and for the sake of base and unlawful gain, have
forged, altered, and uttered, several counterfeit notes and
bills of the same, in imitation of the true notes and bills of
this Colony, thereby imposing a vile cheat on unwary and
less discerning persons: For the prevention of which evils
for the future,

Be it enacted by the Council and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, That whosoever shall presume to scribe or coun-
terfeit any note or notes, bill or bills, of the tenour, or in
imitation of the bills of credit of the United Colonies, estab-
lished by any resolveof the American Congress,Conven.
tion, Congress, or Government of this, or any of the United
Colonies of America, or that shall utter any such counter.
feit and forged notes 01' bills, knowing them to be such, or
that shall counsel, advise, assist in, or procure the forging,
counterfeiting, imprinting, or signing of any such false notes
or bilJs, or engrave any plate, or make any instrument to be
used in forging and counterfeiting such notes or bills, every
person so offending, and being thereof convicted before the
Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of Assize, and General
Gaol Delivery, shall be punished by being set on the gallows
for the space of one hour, with a rope round the neck, and
shall pay a fine, for the use of this' Co]ony, not exceeding
thirty pounds, ,and suffer six months imprisonment, and be
publickly" whipped not exceeding thirty-nine stripes, and be
incapable of holding any office under the Government of
this Colony, or shall suffer all or any of the foregoing pun-
ishments at the discretion of the Court before whom the
trial shaH be, according to the nature and circumstances of
the offence; and shall pay to the person or persons that
shaH be defrauded by such forgery treble damages, and if
such offender or offenders shall not be able to pay the
charges of his or their imprisonment, the Court before whom
the conviction is shall order that, at the expiration of said
term of imprisonment, such pel'Son or pel'Sons shall be sold
in service a time sufficient to pay the same.

And it is also enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
whosoever shall make discovery and give information of
such vile and wicked pl'3ctice of making or koowingly put-
ting off any false and counterfeit note or bill as aforesaid, so
that the person or persons guilty thereof may be rendered to
justice and convicted, every such informer shall have and
receive as a reward for his good services, on every such
conviction, the sum of twenty pounds, to be ordered out of
the publick Treasury of this Colony by the Council, on a
certificate from the Court before whom the conviction shall
be, that such person did inform of such offence according to
this act.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That every person convicted of altering or increasing the
sum of or figures set and expressed in the notes or bills of
credit of the said United Colonies, or either of them, or of
forging or counterfeiting any hand, name, or stamps, or
other private mark that shall be, or has been made or set
thereon, shall be for either of said offences punished in the
same manner as is provided by this act against those who
shall forge or counterfeit such notes or bills.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That if any person shall, directly or indirectly, receive or pay
any of the bills aforesaid for a less sum than is in them ex~
pressed, such persons shall be incap<lble ever after of holdinO'
any civil or military office in this Colony, and for every such
offence pay a fine of forty pounds, to be received before any
court of record by bill, plaint, or indictment; one moiety
whereof shall be for the use of the person who shall sue or
inform for the same, and the other moiety to the use of this
Colony.

And be it enactd by the authority aforesaid, That if any
person or persons shall set or offer his, hel", or their goods,
wares, or merchandise, at a smaller or Jess price in gold or
silver than what they are by him, her, or them, set at in the
paper currency of the United Colonies, or either of them,
he, she, or they shall pay a fine of twenty pounds; one
moiety thereof to the use of the person who shall sue for
and recover the same, and the other moiety to the use of
the town where the offence is committed.

And be it enacted by the autl/.Ority aforesaid, That the
bills of credit of the United Colonies, established by the

American Congress,and the billsof this Government,shall
be received in all payments within this Colony, and a tender
of the samemay be pleaded in bar to any actiol} brought
for the recovery of any money or species of money due by
deed or simple contract, or in any way and manner what-
ever.

And all Justices, Sheriffs, Grand Jurors, and Tything-
men, are hereby strictly enjoined and commanded to bring
to justice all persons offending against this act or any part
of it.

CAPTAIN COOK TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Bnltimore, December 4th, 1776.

HONQURA:aLEGENTLEMEN:I have got the ship at a
wharf, but not without some trouble. I am in hopes, pro-
vided this weather proves good, to have the ship at Annap-
olis some few days before Christmas. I shall do my
\1tmost in getting ready for sea.

In my last I enclosed you two advertisements of the sale
of the snow Georgia and cargo, that you may, if thought
necessary, appoint the agent for the Province. The other
vessel here is all libeled, and I believe the rum in the
schooner will soon be sold, as the casks are in b.ad Gondi-
tion. We shall want rum for the use of the ship, and shall
be glad of your advice on that head. I have sent the tender
to go in searchof an anchor that's left in Potomack; and
it will be necessary for Mr. 'Middleton and his boat to go
this occasion, which I am in hopes you'll be pleased to
direct.

We shall want for the ship some small sails, of which the
enclosed is a list, with the quantity of canvas wantinO',which
I'm in hopes is in your power to supply me with.

00'
Should

any thing occur to you relative to the advantage of the ship,
I hope you'll please to give me your instructions, that I may
closely attend thereto, and shall from time to time inform
you how we go on.

The prisoner,Mr.Dennistoon, isdischargedfromthe ship
agreeable 'to your letter to me, and should have done it 011
the firstapplication,but was informedthe Board of Admi-
ralty had the management of that business,and my not seeing
them was the reason.

The rum, sugar, &c., on board the scbooner Nancy, will
be sold on Monday next. We shall want a sufficient quan-
tity for the next cruise. Should be glad you'll appoint some
one not belonging to the ship, either to purchase or procure
what may be necessary for that purpose.

I /1ave the honour to be, honoured
most obedient servant,

The honourable the Council of
napolis.

gentlemen, your

GEO. COOK.

Safety of 1J'[aryland, An-

MA'r. DRIVER TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.
December 4th, 1776.

GEN'.!'LE~IEN:Enclosed you have the determination of
the Court-Martial for the trial of Ca,ptain John Fa~ntleroy.
And I think it my duty to inform you, that after the COUl't
cameto the encloseddetermination,Captain Fauntleroyb~
haved in a very rude and insolent manner to the said Court,
declaring that he did not think himself b0l1nd ever to attend
the said Court, nor to return to his former duty in battalion,
while ever his commanding officer, who complained against
him, was continued over him, and offered, in the presence
Qf the Court, to give Colonw StaintQn fifty pounds to ex-
change a ball with bim, and at the same time said the Court
had prejudged the matter, and looked upon it no more than
a mock trial.

I am, gentlemen, your most humble servant,
MAT. DRIVER

The honourable the Council of Safety, lJ:faryland.

Melvill's Warehouse, November 16th, 1776.

In pursuance to an order from the Council of Safety,
bearing date the 18th day of September last, for the trial of
Captain John Fauntleroy, of the Twenty-Eighth Battalion of
Militia ror this State, I appointed the 16th day of Nuvember,
1116, for holding a C

.

ourt-Martial for that purpose
.

, and give
notice of the time and place for holding said Court, to all
persons concerned.
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And there was present at the time and place, Captains
Vincent Price, Nathaniel Potter, John Mitchel, Peter Rich-
ardson, and Henry Casson, Sen.

And after fully hearing the allegations of Colonel Benson
Stain ton, and the evidences on both sides, and considering
the same, the Court give judgment that Captain John
Fauntleroy pay five pounds, current money, for his offence
and breach of duty.

MAT. DRIVER, President.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

"In Congress, December 3, 1776.

"Resolved, That General Washington be directed, in
case he has not entered into a negotiation with General
Howe for exchanging Governour Franklin for General
Thompson, to suspend the execution of that matter till
further orders."

Philadelphia, December 4th, 1776.

SIR: The Congress apprehending that in the present
state of the Army, and situation of our affairs, an exchange
of Governour Franklin might be prejudicial, and attended
with some bad consequences, have been induced to come to
the above resolution, which I transmit by their directions.

I have the honour to be, with the utmost esteem and re-
spect, sir, your most obedient servant,

JOHN HANCOCK,President.

His Excellency General Washington, at Trenton.
Your favourof 3d instantjust come to hand.

NEW-YORK DELEGATES IN CONGRESS TO THE COMMlTTEE OF

SAFETY.

Philadelphia, December 4, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: We received Mr. McKesson's letter, dated
the 25th November. We have, according to your request,
applied to Congress for leave to our State to raise another
battalion, to be commanded by Colonel Dubois, which is
agreed to, and a resolve to that purpose is enclosed for em-
ploying five Aid-Majors at the expense of our State. Blank
commissions for both the battalions and Aid-Majors are
herewith sent. There are fmty-five blanks, a few more
than the number wanted, to serve in case some might be
spoiled in filling up. The accounts of the officers of the
five battalions is with you to settle. The Congress does
not interfere under the new arrangement in the rank of offi-
cers appointed by the several States.

General Washington is at Trenton with his Army; Gen-
eral Cornwallis at Brunswick. The city has been in great
confusion for some days. Their consternation was great
from an apprehension that the enemy would march on to
this place; but they have now in a great measure recovered
their spirits, and are marching out in considerable numbers
to join General Washington; and in a few days our Army
will be strong enough to face the enemy. We have no
account where our troops under General Lee are at present,
but are in hopes, if they are on their march, as is said, that
Cornwallis will not proceed any further this way too
speedily. If he delays a very few days longer, there is
nothing to fear from him.

We are, gentlemen, your most obedient servants,
PHIL. LIVINGSTON,
FHA. LEWIS,
W M. FLOYD.

To the Convention of the State of New- York.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Trenton, December 4th, 1776.

SIR: Since I have had the honour of addressing you yes-
terday, I received a letter from General Lee. On the 30th
ultimo he was at Peekskill, and expected to pass the river
with his division two days after. From this intelligence you
will readily conclude that he will not be able to afford us
any aid fOI'se\'eral days. The report of General St. Clair's
having joined him with three or four regiments, I believe to
be altogether premature, as he mentions nothing of it. It
has arisen, I am informed, from the return of some of the
Jersey and Pennsylvania troops from Ticonderoga,whose
time of service is expired. They have reached Pluckemin,

where I have wrote to have 'em halted and kept together, if
they can be prevailed on, till further orders.

The enclosed is a copy of a letter which came to hand
last night from Major Clark, to which I beg leave to refer
you for the intelligence it contains. The number of the
enemy said to be embarked is supposed to be rather exag-
gerated. That there has been an embarkation is not to be
doubted, it being confirmed through various channels. By
Colonel G.rijfin, who went from Brunswick on Sunday
morning with a Captain Sims to pass him by our guards,
and who was detained by Lord Cornwallis till Monday
evening on account of his situation, the amount of General
Clinton's force, from what he could collect from the officers,
was about six thousand; as to their destination, he could
not ohtain the least information. By him I also learn, the
enemy were in Brunswick, and that some of their advanced
parties had proceeded two miles on this side. The heavy
rain that has fallen has probably checked their progress, and
may prevent their further movement for some time.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest esteem, sir,
your most obedient servant,

Go. WASHINGTON.

Tapaan, November 29,1776,

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY~ The bearer of this,

a private in Colonel Rawlin's regiment, made his escape
from the enemy in New- York yesterday. He is an intelli-
gent fellow, and brings information that upwards of ten
thousand of the enemy embarked on Sunday last, under
the command of General Clinton, the p]ace of their destina-
tion uncertain. Some of them informed him they were gone
to Carolina, others say to the eastward , (query,if not to the
Capes of Delaware?) The number of the enemy at Fort
Lee three thousand; at Hackensack about seven thousand,
under the command of Lord Cornwallis. Doctor Pell has
just inade his escape from them. He also confirms the
above accounts; but says it was believed by many, the
troops under Clinton were gone to Rhode-Island.

I have the pleasure to inform you the stores are all moved
from this place. One of our little scouting parties brought
off a wagon and horses yesterday from the enemy within a
few rods of them; 'tis marked" General Vaughan, No. I."
To-day I march my detachment, in hopes of joining you
soon.

Should the above intelligence be of any service, I shall
think myself happy; and am your Excellency's most obe-
dient,

C 1\,1.JNO. LARK,Jun., m.ajor.
To his Excellency General Washington.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE BOARD OF WAR.

Head-Quarters, Trenton, 4 December, 1776.

SIR: Yours of the 20th last month was delivered to me
by the Brigadier Le Roche de Fermoy, who is now here,
but unab]e to render me that service which, I dare say, from
his character, he would was he better acquainted with our
language.

I yesterday received a letter /i'om you without a date,
mentioning that the prisoners from Yorktown were directed
to halt at New- Town for my orders. On hearing they were
there, I sent Colonel b'Ioylan to conduct them, and the pris-
oners from Reading, who arrived nearly at the same time,
over towards Bru.nswick and deliver them in.

I hope you have not sent Captain Price, Lieutenant
Peacock, and Major Campbell on to this place, as it is
highly improper they should see and know the situation of
our Army here and at Princeton. They had better be sent
up under the care of some person to New-Town or that
neighbourhood, and there wait the arrival of some larger
party, who, I imagine, will be soon forwarded from Lan-
caster, and go in with them.

Lieutenant Symes came over to me at Brunswick from
Bethlehem without the least guard or escort, and a Lieu-
tenant of the Seventh Regiment went through our whole
Army, and was at ]ast discovered by a mere accident. He
had a pass from the Council of Safety, and tbat was all.
Such an irregular mode of suffering prisoners to go in alone
must be put a stop to, or the enemy will be as wel! ac-
quainted with our situation as we are ourselves. If they
are left at liberty to choose their own route, they will
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always take that through our Army for reasons too obvious
to mention.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
Go. WASHINGTON.

To R1'chard Peters, Esq., War Office.
P. S. I have been obliged to send down a number of our

sick to Philadelphia to make room for the troops, and to
remove them out of the way. Be pleased to have some
care taken to have them properly accommodated: I should
think part of the House of Employment might be procured
for that purpose. I have ordered down an officer from each
regiment, and a Surgeon Mate, if they can be spared. But
I hope they will not want the assistance of the visiting
physicians of the hospital.

GENERAL GREENE TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

Trentown, December 4th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I embrace this opportunity to write you by
Captain Skinner, of the Connecticut Light-Horse, the posts
being uncertain, and so~etimes the mails intercepted. I
have not wrote you a history of the state of the Army so
early as I should otherwise have done if those difficulties
bad not been in the way.

Upon the retreat of the enemy at the 1Vhite-Plains, his
Excellency ordered over the North River the greatest part
of the Southern troops. The enemy made a disposition of
Dobbs's Ferry, as if they intended to cross the river also.
I was then at Fort Lee, opposite Fort Washington. The
enemy remained in that situation several days, and then
decamped and marched off for New- York. By this his
Excellency had arrived at Fort Lee. In three or four
days from the time his Excellency arrived, General Howe
demanded a surrender of the garrison of Fort Washington;
it was refused, he attacked and carried. it. The garrison
consisted of upwards of two thousand men. The lines
were too extensive for that I}umber to defend, and when
they retreated into the garrison, so much confusion, disor-
der, and dispiritedness prevailed, that Colonel Magaw, who
commanded the garrison, could not get the troops to man
the outworks. We had very few killed, and those that
were killed were principally from Colonel Bolling's Vir-
ginia regiment, that defended a point of a hill on which
Mount Washington was situated. The loss of the enemy,
we learn frorn several accounts, was near seven hundred
killed and as many wounded j but we have no accounts
that are authentick. The loss of Fort Washington ren-
dered Fort Lee useless. His Excellency ordered it evac-
uated accordingly. All the valuable stores accordingly
were sent off. The enemy got intelligence of it, and as
they were in possession of Harlem river, brought their boats
through that pass without our notice. They crossed the
river in a very rainy night, and lanrled about five miles
above the fort, about six thousand, most accounts say eight
thousand. We had then at Fort Lee only between two
and three thousand effective men. His Excellency ordered
a retreat immediately. We lost considerable baggage for
want of wagons, and a considerable quantity of stores. We
had about ninety or a huudred prisoners taken, but these
were a set of rascals that skulked out of the way for fear of
fighting. The troops at Fort Lee were mostly of the
Flying-Camp, irregular and unrlisciplined. Had they
obeyed orders, not a man would have been taken. I re-
turned to the camp two hours after the troops marched off.
Colonel Cornwell and myself got off several hundred, yet
notwithstanding all our endeavours, still near a hundred
remained hid about in the woods. We retreated to Hack-
ensack; from Hackensack to Hquaconeck, from Equaconeck
to Newark, from Newark to Brunswick, Ii'om Brunswick to
this place. Here we are endeavouring to collect a sufficient
force to give the enemy battle, or at least to stop their
progress.

We have had another ('onvincing proof of the folly of
short inlistments. The time for whie.h the five months men
were engaged, expired at this critical period. Two brigades
left us at Brunswick, notwithstanding the enemy were
within two hours' march and coming on. The loss of these
troops at this critical time, reduced his Excellency to the
necessity to order a retreat again.

HPre we are endeavouring to draw our force together.
The PMladelphia and Per/mylvania Militia turn out with

great spirit j but the Jersey Militia behaves scurvily, and I
fear are not deserving the freedom we are contending for.
General Lee is on his march for this place, and part of the
Ticonderoga troops. When we get collected together, I
am in hopes it will be a respectable body of troops.

The enemy spread desolation wherever they go. The
British and Hessian troops plunder without distinction;
Whig and Tory all fare alike. I am in hopes the General
will give orders to advance upon the enemy to-morrow.
Our numbers are still small, not to exceed five thousand,
but daily increasing. When we left Brunswick we had
not three thou~and men-a very pitiful army to trust the
liberties of America upon. The American States should
establish their Militia upon the British plan; they would
be a much better body of troops. It would do less injury
to husbandry, manufactures, and commerce, than upon the
present establishment. The distresses of the people would
be infinitely less, for then whose lot it fell to serve would
naturally accommodate their business to their situation. A
Militia upon the British establishment are a respectable
body of tiOOPS,and afford a great internal security to a
State. They are subject to such a degree of discipline and
order as renders them formidable; and without that, num-
bers are useless, nay distressing, for you call not bring them
to act to anyone point j and you bave a great many useless
and unprofitable mouths to feed.

The vacancies you referred to his Excel]ency and me to
fi11 up, was referred to Hitchcock and Varnum. How they
have completed the corps of officers I have not learned-I
hope to their own satisfaction, if to nobody's else. I wish
the inlisting may go on farourably j but I fear the con-
trary. The success of privateering has set all the troops
distracted. 'Tis impossible to oppo~e the enemy success-
fully without a good firm body of troops, subject to proper
discipline and well officered. Our men are good: nothing
wanting, but officers and discipline, are necessary to make
the American troops equal to any in the world. I have not
time to look over the letter, and must beg your excuse for
any defects, for I have only a few moments to write. I did
not know of the opportunity till within a few moments.

I am, dear sir, with the greatest respect, your obedient
servant,

NATHANAEL GREENE.

COLONEL HUNTINGTON TO GENERAL HEATH.

Camp Ramapough, 4th December, 1776.

SIR: Six companies of Colonel lyler's regiment returned
to camp last night. They ha ve brought with them six pipes
of Madeira wine; ten barrels of wine in bottles, much broken
and wasted, said to be Teneriffe; one box of soap; all
which wait your orders. The last article is much wanted
here as it can be any where. I will venture to say as much
of the wille, at least of part of it. The officers will be glad
of some of it on some terms or other. Part of the wine is
marked" Gabriel Ludlow."

The two other companies of Tyler's regiment are at
Haverstraw; their baggage goes from us this night.

Colonel Tyler tells me there are eleven chests of armour-
ers' tools, besides hellows, anvils, &c., in the care of Abra-
ham Post, at Tapon, who promised to put them into a ~tore
of Abraham Maybre's, at the Slote. He thinks they are
very safe with the present keeper, and that there is safe pas-
sage for boats from that to Haverstraw.

I am, sir, your most obedient and humble servant,
JED. HUNTINGTON.

GENERAL LEE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Haverstraw, December y' 4th, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: I have received your pressing letter;
since which jnteJligence WaS sent to me that you had quitted
Brunswick, so that it is impossible to know where I can
join you. But although I should not be able to join you at
all, the service which I can render you will, I hope, be full
as efficaciol1!J. The Northern Army has already advanced
nearer Morristown than I am. Shall put myself at their
head to-morrow. We shall upon the whole compose an
army of five thousand good troops in spirits. I should im-
agine, dear General, that it may be of service to communicate
this to the corps immediately under your command. It m~y
encourage tlH'm, and startle the enemy j in fact, their con-
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fidence must be risen to a prodigious height if t!ley pursue
you, with so formidable a body hanging on theIr flanks.or
rear. I shall clotbe IllYpeople at the expense of the Tones,
which has a double good effect-it puts them in spirits and
comfort and is a correction of the iniquity of the foes of
liberty.' It is paltry to think of our personal affairs, when
the whole is at stake; but I entreat you to order some of
your suite to take out of the ;vay of da~ger my favou~ite
mare, which is at Hunt Wilson s, three nliles the other sIde
of Princeton.

I am, dear General, yours,

His Excellency General Washington.
CHARLES LEE.

GE!iERAL LEE TO GENERAL HEATH.

Haverstraw, 4th December, 177G.

SIR: Tbe troops here are so distressed for rum this rainy
weather, that I must request you'll immediately forward ten
hogsbeads of rum down to Colonel Hay's landing in Haver-
straw creek.

I am, sir, yours,
CHARLES LEE, j}lajor-General.

To Major-General Heath.

COLONEL MAr.co~r TO GENERAL SCOTT.

Camp Niack, December 4,1776.

DEARSIR: I had the honour to write you by Dr. Bowen
yesterday, concerning the bounty for the men. I hope ere
now he is 01) his way homeward therewith. The choicest
of the men continue with me, are exceedingly hearty, and
in high spirits. I could increase their number very speed-
ily if there was occasion, but neither tbe duty nor time of
service would justify my putting eitber this State or the
Continent to that expense.

When I marched from Haverstraw on Monday, Captain
Steward's men refused to follow tbe regiment, insisted that
their time of inlistment was expiring. I thought it prudent
to disarm what of them I could find, viz: five out of eight,
the wbole complement.

Captain Steward appeared yesterday from Convention,
where he had been to settle his accounts, and in his way
picked up his men at Haverstraw. Tells me he had instruc-
tions to continue with the regiment while in serviC£; but as
it would answer no purpose to keep them here, (were they
even good ones,) and as tbeir behaviour bas been so indiffer-
ent that the soldiers object to stand in the ranks with them,
I have advised Stewart to proceed to Fishkills, and take
further orders from the Convention. With respect to him,
I ha\'e considered him a sober discreet man, and I believe a
brave soldier, and I dare say might have distinguished him-
self if his bad state of health had not prevented his attending
his duty through the campaign. I have had repeated evi-
dences of his attachment to the freedom and independency
of America and honourof her arms.

As these fellows have chosen the alternative of forfeiting
their pay rather than do duty, the residue, after their reai-
ment's debts are paid, shall be at tbe disposal of the hono~r-
able Convention to reimburse tbeir bounty and lost arms,
unless they think proper to take another' heat at making
them soldiers.

I hope to have the pleasure of seeing yon before I leave
this part of the wor\d, at least of having a fewJines from
you; being, with mucb respect, your Honour's most obedi-
ent servant,

W 1\,
1. if AI.COM.

To the Honourable General Scott, Fishkill$.

JOSEPH TRUMBULL TO GOn~RNOUR TRUMBULL.

North-Castle, 4th December, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: Enclosed I send you returns of some of
the regiments of Connecticut Militia under command of
Major-General Wooster, such as I can get; though I have
called and called again and again for them, I believe there
are but one of them really true, that is MajOl' Brinsmade's,
who seems to be the honestest man. The fact is, they can't
make their weekly and provision returns agree; for this rea-
son, they ha ve made a number of brevet officers. They doubt
whether these officers will be allowed extra ratio'ns: to
avoid that, they return;so many more men';J.s to cover the

FIFTH SERIES-VOL. III.

extra rations for those officers. You']) s'eeby adverting to
the returns, tbat some companies have more officers than
privates at best; but not content with that, and instead of
sendin'" home the officers who have very few men, almost
none, ~nd tum those few men over into other companies,
they add brevet officers, not only to pick the pockets of the
publick here, but a]so by and by those brevet officers are to
be dismissed fj'om tbe Militia rolls at home, and in a few
times more being called forth, there will be no Militia left
in the State. These things I thought, it my duty to report
to yon, as the character of the State ISat stake; and how
the officers who have done these tbings will get along here
I don't know, as we now make weekly ration returns as well
as returns of tbe Army, by which they mnst be discovered
The consequence is bad to the officers; however, they mus:
take their fate. I am sorry to have the character of the
State suffer by such conduct of its officers.

We bave nothing material that is new. General Wash-
ington's head-quarters are at New-Brunswick; the enemy
at Elizabethtown on this side. No troops this side New-
York Island. It is said that a fleet of five hundred sail
are lying on this side lIell-Gate, bound down tbe Sound
with the first wind; that tbey are to ravage the sea-coasts
as they go, and to winter at Newport; and it is added by
others, that four brigades are to march along the coast at the
same time on the land. This may be the case, but the
numbers are too great to be credited. That smaller num-
bers are going is not improbab]e. Tbe present weather is
much against them. We may expect winter after these
rains. It may be well to be in preparation, as far as may
be, forsuch an event. I shall go to Peekskill as soon as
the rain is over,and I much expect to meet General Gates
and brother John there. I believe 1 shall go from thence
to Philadelphia next week.

I am, honoured sir, your dutiful son,
J os. TRUMBULL.

Governour Trumbull.

GENERAL HEATH TO COLONEL'MALCOM.

Peekskill, December 4th,l77G.

DEARSIR: I have just receh'ed your favour of yester-
day's date. The noble principles wbich animated you and
the brave officers and soldiers of your regiment, to continue
a little lonaer in the service at this critical time, cannot fail~ .
to ensare both you and them lastmg honour. They are en-
titled to the thanks of their countl'ymen. They have mine,
and IJeartily. _

I approve of the disposition which you have made of
your regiment, and doubt not but the inhabitants will be
protected from any further insults from the enemy.

I intended to have ordered Captain Treadwell to this
post; but as he may be of service to you, he shall remain
with you for the present.

The tents, arms, utensils, and ammunition, may be lodged
at Colonel Hay's for the present. If a whale-boat can be
spared it shall be sent toyou.

I am, dear Sil',yours affectionately,

Colonel j}Ialcom.
W. HEATH.

GENERAL JAMES CLINTON TO GENERAL HEATa.

Fort Montgomery, 4th December, 1776.

DEARSIR : Your fa\'onr of the 2d of this instant, I just
now received by way of Fort Constitution. You 'will see
by the enclosed note fmm Major Barker, from Fort Inde-
pendent, that there is a quantity of lime on board of Ack-
erman's sloop there, which Colonel Thompson received from
on board of one Burnet's sloop, for the use of the barracks
at that place,about the time tbe men-of-warcamelast up the
river, which I knew nothing of. By what I hear there must
be about two hundred bushels, which ,'!iJ be m

.

are than I want
at present. I thought Mr. CampbelrTiadtaken the brick [
acquainted him of. As he has not, there must be twenty
thousand there, except a few that Colonel Thompson had
for the use of the barracks at Fort lndependent. I have
desired Major Barker to send the sloop down that has the
lime on board to wbere the brick ki\n is; to take in se\'en
thousand brick, and send her up to this fort as soon as pos-
sible. As there will be more lime than I want, I would be
glad to know if any be wanted at Peekskill; if not, I would

68
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unload the sloop here, and if wanted, would send her down.
I suppose thrre wi!! be brick left at the brick kiln, which is
at one Jacob Halsted's, on the west sjde the river, below
the Dunderbergh, He was to deliver' them at this fort at
the rate of thirty shillings per thousand for hard brick, and
twenty shillings for soft brick, as I <lssisted him with two men
to bLJrnthe~. Mr. Campbell ha? better send for the remain- In Committee appointed by the ConventiDn of the State of
del' of them If wan~eda~Peekskt~l. ... New- York fDJ'the purpose of inquiring into, detecting,

I have not received the sheet-lron yet wlll~h ISdesigned and defrating all cDnspiracies formed in the said State
for stoves,that you orderedherefor Mr. Patrlck.

~ ~ould against the libertiesof America:
be glad tDsee your HDnour here, and have your opinIOnof _
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care he bas taken to support good order and regulanty

To the H~nourable J\IaJor-General Heath, Head-Qual'ters, among;;t his troops whilst stationed at this place; and there-
Peekskdl. fore, that the Chairman be requested, in the name of this

Commiuee, to express tbeir hearty approbation of his con-
duct; and that a copy of this resolution be transmitted to
the Council and General Court of the State qf New-Hamp- .
shire.

W D C'L'M. UER, Hatnnan.

RO~ERT BENSON, Secretary.

Resolved, Tbat a Letter be written to the Council and
General Coprt pf tbe Stat,e of New-Hampshire, transmitting
them a copy of this resolution.

Extract from th!-JMinutes; .

ROB'T BENSON, 'Secretary.

WILLIAM DU\CR TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE ,\sSRM'BLY.

Fishkj]], I)ec,mber 4, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I transmit you, by order of the Committee
appointed by the Convention of the State of New- York lor
the purpose of inquiring into, deteeting, and defeating all
conspiracies formed in the said SUHe against tbe liberties of
America, copies of two resolLJtionsof their Board of this
date; the first respects the disposal of sundry prisoners who
have been sent into your State for notorious disaffection tQ
the American cause.

It was with great reluctance that this Committee found
tbemsel ves necessitated to trouble you with men whose prin-
ciples are so dangerous to the liberties of m(1nkind, alld they
have adopted with infinite pleas\lre an expedient which wll!
probably render them useful to the general eause in which
we are engaged,and weanthem froni those poisonous tenets
which have been instilled into many of them,by ,associating
with crafty and designing abettors of the wicked usurpa-
tions of the British King and Parliament. As most of
those persons who have been seduced to take part with our
open enemies were flattered by the prospect of self.intel'est,
it may naturally be expected that an operatiol1 of the same
principle will by degreeslead them to support 11 C_a.useby
which their fortunesmay be improved. J. TRU!HJWLL,JIJ~., TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

The other resolution which I have the honourt9 transmit Albany, 4th December, 1776.
you, is a tribute justly due to Lieutenant-CQlorJel Welch, HONOURED SIR: I have none of your favours since
who has been stationed at this place by order of General Brown was here. Is he not coming again? As I wrote
Washim;tonsince the 15th of Octoberlast. If a strict at- you in my last, mattersthis way are growing unimportant;
tentionto order and regularity amongst sDldiersand a defel" the tr~ops are almost aJl from Ty, save those who remain
61)Ce to the civil authQrity, are quaJificatiDns which deserve the wmter. General Gates, with General Arru)ld, my
commendation in the nJilitary officers of a free State, this brother, &c., and severill regiments, are gone from here to
gentleman is happy enough to POS$€SStbem in ~_very em i- join the Army below. Their assistance perhaps will not
nent degree. be needed; in that case brother Jack will be at liberty for

It was upon this principle that the Committee ovet' which some part at least of the winter.
I have the honour to preside, directed me to return their I send you another piece of Indian intelligence, lately
thanks to that worthy o.fficer; and to transmit YQUa copy of sent me per Mr. Kirkland.
the same, in full hopes that his services may be distinguished The people' here are milch surprised, not to say uneasy,
in the State to which he belongs, and that he may have an at the return of so many of tbeir Tories, some of whom are
opportunity of exerting in a higher sphere the inclinat.ion the most ~a!1gerous of any they sent away. Was it not
and abilities he possess~s to serve his country.'

. . they fear glvmg offence, ~hese Tories would not be suffered
I am, gentlemen, with great respect, your most obedIent to stay a moment. I w'5h we knew better how to treat

and very humble servant, W D
our enemies. I hope soon to be at Lebanon for the

ILLIAM ITER. winter.
The honourab1etheCounci1andGeneral Cpurt of the State I am your dutiful son, J. TRUMBULl"Jun.

of New-Hampshire. . Honourable Governour Trumbull.

In Committee appointed by the Convention of the State of
New-York, for the purpose of inquiring into, detecting,
and defeating aU conspiracies wlllch may be formed in
said State against the liberties of America:

Fisbkill, De~ember4, 1776.
Resolved, That tfe Council and General Court of the

State of New-Hampshire be authorized to permit the Pris-
oners who have been removed bv this Committee to said
State, to enter on board any of tl~e Continental or private
ships of war, excepting such persons who are confined in
Jail in said State for treasonable practices against tbe State
of .New- York; and that Lieutenant-Colonel Welch be re-
qllested to cooperate with the said Council and General
Court in e~ecuting this resolution.

Attest:

PETER R. LIVINGSTON TO ROBERT BENSON.

Manor Livingston, 4th December, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Am extremely ob]iged tD you for your kind
favours. I have just returned from ...¥ew-Haven, and have
occasion to send tbe bearer hereof down to Commissary
Trumbull, and have ordered him to caU on you to inquire
where he may hear of him, whether at Peekskill or North-
Castle, as you'll direct him, and on his return let me know
where our Army is, and what force the enemy has this side
King's Bridge. I shall set out the clay after this express
returns, as it re1atesentil'ely to publick business.

Am, sir, with regards to all the gen!lemen, your very
humble servant,

P R LETER _' IVINGsTON.
To Robert Benson, Esq., Fishkill.

J. ROORBACK TO ROBERT YATES.

Albany, December 4th, 1776.

SIR: These waits on you with my sincere regards; and
after informing you of my good health, which blessinO' I
hope you enjoy, may serve to beg the favour of you toOlet
me know for what reason my step-son, John Visscher, was
passed by in the new. appointment; and to beg the favour
of you (if there is any remedy left) to have him appointed,
as you know his miJitary ability and Acal in the calise, his
numerous family, &c.

You'll be pleased to remember that he is an old officer,
having acted as Captain in two campaigns last war. [n
this he- raised a company, and was the first that marched
hom this County with a company tQ the northward, where
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his behaviour was such as to merit the estaem of tha late
wor.thy General Montgomery, who tOok him along (when
Done of the Field Officers of his regiment were ever pre-
sent) to Canada, where he was along-side that brave Gene-
ral when he was slain, and he endured tbe fatigue of the
winter campaign,'and was the last man who left Canadarn
the shameful retreat. He has been honoured with a Lieu-
tenant-Colonel's commission by the Honourable John Han-
cock, upon the rec.ommendationsof several Genel'alswho
saw his bebaviour and conduct. Now to be neglected, and
boys, when he was a man in service, put over his head,
chagrins him much, and I think is a discouragement to
officers to bebave well, and consequently a burt to the cause
in general.

Your laying these matters in their proper place, and using
yoa\' interest in his behalf, for the reasons first above men-
tioned, will lay under tbe greatest obligations, not only him,
hut, sir, your humble servant,

J. ROORBACK.

To Robert Yates, Esq., Fishkill.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBUI,L TO GOVERNOUR COOKE..
Lebanon,4th December, 1776, half past 9 o'elock, a. m.

SIR: This moment received, under cover with mine, tbe
enclosed for President Bowdoin, of the .Massachusetts.
Coming open to me, have enclosed it to you to observe the
contents, to seal and forward immediately by express.
General Lee was crossing the ferry nigh Peekskill, the 1st
December, going into the Jerseys. Rogers, the famous, or
rather infamous, Rogers, who commanded the Rangers in
the British service, is disgraced.

This State have declined meeting by Commissioners at
Providence, to consider and join in measures for securing
the bills of credit current in these States against deprecia-
ting; the reasons were that the honourable Continental
Congress were taking up the subject, and the fears we had
that sucb step would occasion jealousies in the other States,
and endangcT so cordial a Union.

This State have made the Continental and its own bills
of credit a legal tender in all payments, and in the Treasu-
ry. A tax of seven pence on the pound, in the publick
list, is madepayable the 10thof May next. The co]]ecting
warrants are now out. The prices of the most essential
articlesare fixed,and an embargolaid on them. We wish
to assist all in our power for securing the rights of the Uni-
ted States.

I am, with great truth and regard, sir, your most obedient,
humble servant, J ' TON TH RUMBULL.

Honourable Governour Cooke.

At a meeting of the Govcrnour and Council of Safety,
December 4, 1776:

Voted, That Mr. Nathaniel Shaw, Jun., be, and he is
hereby authorized and desired to draw a lelter of credit in
favour of the Captain or Commander of the ship Oliver
Cromwell, to be made use of to obtain necessary repairs or
supplies for said ship in any foreign port wbere she may
fa]]; and the said Mr. /S'halOshalJ be indemnified by the
State against all damage tbat may accrue to him by means
thereof.

A true copy. Attest: BENJ. HUNTINGTON, Clerk.

New-Haven, December 4, 1776.

Saturday e\Oeninglast the flag of truce lately at New-
London, stopped in tbis port; the manner of her cominO' in
gave some suspicion that their designs were not <rood ~nd
the ?fficer was taken into custody and examined b; the
MagIstracy of the town, who, after a proper examination
acquitted him, and ~Monday morning the vessel pursued he;
voyage to New- York.

CO~JMODOREHOPKINS TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.
Providence, December 4th, 1776.

GI!:NTL"EMEN:I re~ei\'ed your resolve of this day, and
note tbe contents of It. I now Jet you know that I have
long had orders from the honourable Marine Committee to
get all the vessels out as soon as I could man them. I

should be glad that your honourable Board would devise
some way to complete their men, and likewise some way
that the great number of deserters may be sent on board, a
considerable number of whom are now in this State.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,
ESEK HOPKINS.

To the Honourable Niclwlas Cooke, Esq., Governour of
the State of Rhode-island; to be laid before the Com-
mittee of said State.

ALEXANDER WH,SON TO MAssACHUsETTS BOARD OF "VAR.

December 4, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: As you pleased to desire proposals from
me to go a voyage to Europe, as master of one of the
ships under yom direction, I present you the following, vii:
1st, I must approve of theship and voyage; 2dly, the cargo
not to be less than £3,000; 3dly, I must have five !Jet
cent. commissions for sales and two-alld-a-haJffor purchase
clear at " Carolina j" 4thly, to have eight tons privilege
out; 5thly, eight pounds per month wages; 6thly, to be
despatched immediately as soon as may be; 7th]y, not to
havea prisoner for a mate. Two tons privilege home.

Gentlemen, I wish not to value my services more than
they are worth. I doubt not men may offer to go for half
of wbat I ask, who know nothing about the voyage,nor,
perhaps, how to put the ship about.

.

I am, with great respect, gentlemen, your very humble
servant,

ALEx. WTLSON.

To the'tonourable Committee of War.

1IIASSACHUSETTSBOARD OF WAR TO HUGH ORR.

Board of War, Boston, 4th December, 1776.

SIR: The Board of War being informed that you are
now ready to treat for castin/!; a number of cannon, are
desirous of seeing or hearing fi'om yon as soon as tnflY be
respecting that business, as they are anxious to procure
every article necessary for the defence of the State, With
the greatest possible despatch.

By order of the Board:

Hligh Orr, Esq., Bridgewater.
J. WARREN, President.

MASSACHUsETTS BOARD OF WAR Tel CAPTAIN AYIt~S.

Board of War, Boston, 4th December, 1776.

SIR: You are hereby ordered to proceed to sea, for the
purpose of reconnoitering a fleet said to be off Block-Island:
to look into CapeCod harbor. If you meet with the fleet
off the Cape, either return or run into Chatham. Apply to
Colonel Doane, 01' otherwise send. any accounts you may
think proper by express to Bri~adier Otis, of Barnstable
with directions to forward the same to the Board of Wa;
immediately. If you discover nothing off the Cape, run
round the east end of Nantucket, looking if possible into the
Vineyard Sound, where if you make any discoreries,rnn
into Hyanniz, the Vineyard, or Woods's Hole, and send
express as afores~id. If you discover any thing in the South:
Channel, you will do well to push forNantucket, Chatham,
or Hyanniz, and send express to Brieradier Otis as afore.
sai?, or i~ yOl~ go into an{' other pla?e,osend by express1he
qUIckest mtelllgence possible; and III genera], you will use
your best endeavours to discover and inform the Board of
the motion of the fleet.

By order;

Captain J(Jhn Ayres.

J. WARREN, President.

MAJOR CUSHING To MAsSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.

PownaIborough, December 4th, 1776,

Ha ving received the honour of an appointment to th~
second Majority, in the Second Regiment of Militia, in tlie
County of Lincoln, the duties of wbich office, from the
weakness of a declining state of health, I am unable to exe-
cute.' and which a due reg~rd to tbe wel(are of my country
forbids me longer to retam, your Honours, therefore, will
please to accept my resignation of said office, with my most
respectful acknowledgments for the same. Any service

....
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which may be in my power to render my country, will be
done with the greatest cheerfulness.

1 have the honour to be, with the profoundest respect,
your Honours' most obedient and very humble servant,

ROLAND CUSHING.
The honourable the Council of the State of the 1Jlassachu-

setts-Bay.

NOAH M. LITTLEFIELD TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.

Wells, December 4th, 1776.
To THE HONOURABLEBOARD: I have receiveda letter

from the Secretary by your Honour's direction, which shows
the honour conferred on me in the appointment of Lieuten-
ant-Colonel in a battalion now raising, whereof Ebenezer
Fram:is, Esq., is Colonel. I thank your Honours for the
undeserved favour conferred on me, and am ready and
cheerful to sen'e in tbe American Army for the defence of
the United States of America, and hope my conduct will
do honour to the appointment.

From your humble servant,
NOAH M. LITTLEFIELD.

M. LOTBINIERE TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Translation. ]

SIR: I arrived at Boston (coming from St. Pierre de
Miquelon, and having passed by Chatham and Harwick to
Cap;;Cod,) on the 19th of last month, about nine o'clock
in the evening. Tbe next morning, 20th of said lfIonth,I
sent a letter, which I bad written beforeband, to Mr. Franh-
lin, not then knowing that he had sailed for ~Prancethree
weeks previously, and did not know it till the moment of
the departure of the post. I instantly went to tbe post-
office, and not having time enough to have the honour to write
directly to you, I requested you, on the back of the cover to
Mr. Benj. Franklin, to have the goodness to open tbat let-
ter, as tbough it were addressed to you; to be pleased to
make the same use of it as 1\1r.Franklin would have done
had he been there; and to grant me the favour of supplying
his place in regard to every thing it contained, both on the
subject of my son and on every Qther subject. I hope, sir,
that that letter will have been transmitted to you, as well as
thi' one to my son, which it covered, without being sealed,
in order tbat you might know what it contained; but in
case it migbt have been suppressed, I will, in a few words,
repeat to you what 1 stated to MI'. Franklin. I informed
him tbat 1 had spent the whole of April and May last at
Versailles and Paris; that I had there had seveml confer-
ences wilh M. Ie Comte de Vergennes, the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, and with many other of the most important
personages in France, all of whom had appeared to me to
take the liveliest interest in your cause, and that I reserved
myself for conversing more fully with him about every thing
when I should have the honour to rejoin him at Philadel-

phia; that in the mean while, and knowing that I was
sufficiently all fait with the profession of war to be able to
give some good advice as to tbe present situation of affairs,
my opinion was to carryon the war to the close of the
campaign wbich is approaching in the manner of Fabius:
closing upon the enemy as much as possible, taking care to
keep in the rear all kinds of provisions, and also all the
stores of munitions and other things; to lay waste entirely
the country you should be obliged to abandon, so that he
should not be able to find any resource for penetrating
further, but especially to avoid engaging in a general action
with him, which, if lost, would put it out of your power to
collect together in time reinforcements to support you. I must
add, that whatever manrnuvres he may make to withdraw you
from the mountaInous passes of the North River, you must
regard them as the most precious points fOl'your preserva-
tion, and as the most easy to defend against the kind of
troops he can bring against you with the kind of troops you
have to oppose to him, who, in the woods and mountains,
will have all the advantage they can ever have over regular
troops, who, in such a position, are not ,worth tbe tenth part
of what they would be worth in the open field: it is there
where your only bulwarks ought to be located to arrest
ships and the army of the enemy, which I regard as lost if
it decide to bring on an engagement in those regions. Your
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plan elsewhere I think ought to be to keep yonI' Army in
flying camps around the enemy and to flutter continu.ally
around him, to destroyand consumehim by the fireof your
musketry, and especially by that of some field-pieces.
When I shall have the honour to see you, sir, we shall be
able to extend our ideas mucb further over all our war
manrnuvres, and even to some points of polir.y and precau-
tions to be taken, which I look upon as the soul of war
when we desire that it should socceed perfectly.

You will perhaps, sir, regard me as too presumptuous to
pretend to be an adviser without having yet tbe honour of
being known to you, and only to those wbo among your
people have been enabled to be acquainted with the most
accurate manrnuvres of the last war in Canada; but when
you shall learn that the whole system of defence in that
country, after the defeat of Baron de Dieskau, until the
close of 1758, was solely my own, and that it ceased to be
pursued only in the campaign of 1159, in which the Sieur
Pont Ie Roy, a much older Engineer than I, and who
arrived in the summer of 1158, determined absolutely, in
his mode of defence, to pursue tbe reverse of all that I
had planned; that, besides, everyone of the Generals in
France of the prese\).t day, who are acquainted with the
war manrnuvres in Canada, and the plans laid down by me
for its defence in every particular, accord in saying that it
was demonstrated that it never would have been taken if
they had been constantly followed, you will then know that
with the .most determined will to make you succeed in every
thing, and accompanied with the general confidence of
those whom I have cited, I am pardonable in speaking out
at once without further ceremony, and in hazarding fear-
lessly the counsels which I esteem absolutely indispensable
the moment after what 1 have learned since my arrival in
this country and /i'om the knowledge I have of the present
theatre of tbe war: (five years ago I travelled If'om Canada
to New-York, by Lake Champlain,St. Sacrament,and the
North River.) A great attention, and the principal one to
give, is to prevent all the evil that the Tories can do to
)'our State. 1 look upon them as the enemiesyou have the
most to fear, from the moment that I perceived all their plots
at Cape Cod; and that which the Committee of this Prov-
ince has just decreed is the only means of putting a sudden
stop to this pest, which would ruin your State from the very
moment of its birth. But the law must be put into execu-
tion without any consideration, and I will answer that only
three examples will be sufficient to unite togetber at once
all your subjects, and perhaps to drive off youI' enemy very
promptly if he no longer sees any mode of dividing you,
which, I believe, has always been his greatest hope.

r have the honour to be, with the greate~t consideration
and respect, sir, your very humble and obedient servant,

THE MARQUIS DE LOTBINIERE.

Boston, at Thomas Russell's, near the Towne-house, ~
Wednesday, 4 December, 1776. 5

P. S. (wouJd be very much flattered at being furnished
with orders sufficiently precise to enable me to go to you,
sir, without having reason to fear the slightest accident, for
me, for my suite numbering only two at present, nor for my
baggage.

VOTE IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF NEW-HAMP-

SHIRE FOR RAISING FIVE HUNDRED MEN FOR THE STATE

OF NEW-YORK.

4 December, 1776,

The Committee appointed to consult upon the best ways
and means for answering the late requisition of General
Washington for raising part of the Militia in this State, &c.,
made report, (as on file,) which report is received and
allowed, and thereupon Voted, That five hundred men be
drafted fl'om the several Regiments in this State as soon as
possible, and officered and sent to NeUJ-York; that the
wages of the officers and men be the same that is given by
the State of Massachusetts-Bay; that the Field Officers of
the regiments afi)l"esaidappoint the Captains and Subalterns
of the companies in their respective regiments.

Sent up for concurrence:
SAM'L CUTTS, .f;}peaker pro tem.

In Council the same day adjourned.
,

E. THOMPSON,Secretary.
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,
COLONEL BAYLEY TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE ASSEMBLY.

Exeter, 4 December, 1776.

SIR: I have had of late opportunity to conv~rse with
Indians of the St. Franfois tribe; and perceiving the Indians
are informed by our enemies in Canada that it is impossibJe
for our States to supply them with articles they need, and
of course they must be wholly beholden to, and must join
tbem;-in order to counteract their plan, I inform them that
it is in our power to supply them as reasonably as they can
be supplied in Canada; and have hired an Indian, with two
men ordered by Captain Ames, to proceed to the Indian
hunting ground, to inform the Indians that we are ready to
supply, if they choose, at Upper Coos, in exchange for
beaver, &c., as reasonably as they can be supplied in Can-
ada; to inform them we are the same as to them as twelve
years past; that we \\londer they should make themselves
strange; that we don't mean to entreat them, but to inform
and undeceive them.

For the service of the Indian I promised him a blanket,
and his squaw and three children one each. ShQuld think
it would be a great saving to this State if some supplies for
Indians be con\leyed to Upper Coos, and directed to be
exchanged reasonably with them for furs, &c.; for if the
Indians trade with us we need no soldiers. I thought it
duty to give infonnation.

myself, your very humble ser-

JACOB BAYLEY.

To the honourable the Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives for State of New-Hampshire.

Beg leave to subscribe
vant,

Memoranda of articles suitable for INDIANS,viz :
2 dozen blankets, white or blue;
2 do. shirts, coarse, white 01'check;
30 yards half-tick, or other cloth equal thereto;
Powder and lead.

At present the above is as much as will be needed at
Upper Coos.

Charlestown, S. C., December 5, 1776.

By two vessels arrived here from the West-Indies, we
have accounts of an armed brig of sixteen guns, commanded
by Captain Christopher Whipple, being taken by the Port-
land man-of-war, of fifty guns. It is said tbat the master
pf a Dutch ve:;;sel,which he spoke with, led him into the
snare, by informing him that the Portland, then in sight,
was a large West-Indiaman; he suspected nothing, immedi-
ately bore down, and too late discovered his errour.

Return of the Six Independent Companies and First Regiment of MARYLANDRegulars in the service of the UNITED
STATES,commanded by ~Iajor GIST.
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CaptainGunby.... .. ... .. . .. . . .. .. . .. . .. .. . .. 1 1 - 1 -

_

I

- - - - 3 1

l

30 44 - 74 - - 22 -
CaptainHendman... . . .... . ..... . . ... .. . .... . 1 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - 18 70 - 88 - - 8 -
Captain Thomas - - _ - - - - - - - - - - 82 - 82 - 214 -
CaptainWoolford.... ..... .. ..... .. .'" .. - - 1 - 1 1 - - - - - 1 1 36 48 4 1 89 1 1 7 -
CaptainHarrison...... ....... ..... .. - - - - - - - - - - - 2 1 2 29 - 31 2 1 65 - , - -
LateCaptainBracco... .. ..... .. ..: .. .... . _ 1 1- - - - - - - - - I1 10 74 2 1

1

87 1 1 9 -
CaptainStone 1- 1,- - - .', - - - - ,1 25 25 - 50 -.114 - 3 - -
Capta!nLucas................................ -i- - - - - - - - 1 1 8 - 5 2 - 15 - 1 49 - - - -
CaptamRamsey.... ...... .. ..... .. . 1: - - - - - - - - . 2 12 32 1 - 45 2 2 19 - 2 - -
Captain Adams - I - - . - - - - - 6 10 1 - 17 3 2 47 - - - -
Captain Smith 1 - - - - - - - 3 1 17 30 4 - 51 - 1 13 - 1 - -
CaplainSim - 1 - - 1 - - - - 2 - 18 31 5 - 54 - - 10 - - - -
Late Capta!n Scott: .. .... .... .... .... ...... ... - - 1 -I- - - - 1 - 9 41 3 - 53 - 1 11 -,
Late9aptamBowIe... ..... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. . - I

_

I

- - - '
1

1 6 3 - 9 3 11 55 - -
\-

2
CaptamFord... .. . ... .. .... .. . .. . .. .. 1 - - I - ,

- - - 1 13 10 1 - i 24 3 - I 44 1 - -
Total. ~'r~Tl 6: 5~1312 }1}112213 11 210 53423 2'76915,14] 387 }6l-=- 2

OFFICERS PRESENT,

Colonel promoted.
Lieutenant-Colonel Ware, Captains Harrison, Lucas, and Ramsey, leave

of absence.
Captains Thomas and Sim absent without leave.
Captain .adom.'! sick, absent.
Two Subs on command; ten Subs, twenty-six Sergeants, and seven

Drums, sick.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
[Read the 6th.]

Trenton, December 51h, 1776.

SIR: As nothing but necessity obliged me to retire before
the enemy, and leave so much of the Jerseys unprotected,
I conceive it my duty, and it corresponds with my inclina-
tion, to make head against them so soon as there shall be
the least probability of doing it with propriety. That the
country might in some measure be covered, I left two bri-
gades, consisting of the five Virginia regiments and that of
Delaware, containing in the whole about twelve hundred
men fit for duty, under the command of Lord /:;'tirlinU'and
Geneml Stephens, at Princeton, till the baggage andbstores
could cross the Delaware, 01'the troops uuder their respect-
ive commands should be forced from thence. I shall now,
having removed the greatest part of the above articles, face
about with such troops as are here fit for service, and march
back to Princeton, and there govern myself by circumstan-
ces and the n1Qvementsof General Lee. At any event, the

Major Price sick.
Taking care of the sick and guarding the bagga~e .23 Privates
Ditto gone to-day. . ... . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . .. . ... . ... .. .20

43

190 present lit for duty.
1\1. GIST, Major.

enemy's progress may be retarded by this means, if they
intend to come on, and the people's fears in some measure
quieted, if they do not. Sorry I am to observe, however,
that the frequent calls upon the Militia of this State, the
want of exertion in the principal gentlemen of the country,
or a fatal supineness and insen.<;ibilityof danger, till it is
too late to prevent an evil that was not only :!Dreseen,
but foretold, have been the causes of our late disgraces.
If the Militia of this State had stepped forth it! season-
and timely notice they had-we might have prevented
the enemy's crossing the Hackinsack, although without
some previous notice of the time and place it was impossi-
ble to have done this at the North River. We might with
equal probability of success have made a stand at Bruns-
wick, on the Rariton; but as both the.se rivers were ford-
able in a variety of places, (knee deep only,) it required many
men to. defend the passes; and those we had not. At
Hacki"tJ.s{lckOUd9rCttWas insufficient, because a part was
at Eli~abethtown, Amboy, and Brunswick, guarding a coast
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which I thought most exposed to danger; and at Brunswick,
because I was disappointed in my expectation of Militia,
and because on the day of the enemy's approach-and pro-
bably the.occasion. of it-the term of the Jasey and Mary-
land brigades' service expired; neither of which would con-
sent to stay an hour longer.

These, among ten thousand other in,stances, might be
adduced to show the disadvantages of short inlistments, and
the little dependence upon Militia in times of real danger.
But as yesterday cannot be recalled, I will not dwell upon
a subject which no doubt has ~iven much, uneasiness to
Congress, as weB as extreme pam and anxIety to myself.
My first wish is, that Congress may be con\'inced of the im-
propriety of rdying upon the Militia, and of the necessity
of raising a larger standing army than what they have voted.
The saving in tbe article of stores, provisions, and in a
thousand other things, by having nothing to do with Militia
unless in casesof extraordinary exigencr, and such as could
not be expected in the common course-of events, would
amply support a large army, whicb, well officered, would
be daify improving, instead of contin~ing a de::\tructive, ex.
pensive, and disorderly mob. .

I am clear in opinion, that jf forty tbousand men hfld been
kept in constant pay since tbe first commencement of hostili-
ties, and the Militia had been excused doing duty dming that
period, tbe Continent would have saved money. When I.
reflect on the losses we have sustained for want of good
'troops, the certainty of this is placed beyond a doubt in my
mind. In such case, the Militia who have been harassed
and tired by repeated calls upon them, and farming and
manufactures in a manner suspended, would,upon any
pressing emergency, have run with alacrity to arms; whereas
the cry now is, tbey may be as well ruined in one way as
tlnother; and with difficulty are obtained. I mention tbese
things to show, that in my opinion, if any dependence is
placed on the Militia another year, Congress will be de-
ceived. When danger is a little removed from them they
will not turn out at all. Wben it comes home to 'em, the
Well-affected, instead of flying to arms to defend themselves,
.tebusily employed in removing their families and their
effects,whilst the disaffected are concerting measures to
Inake tbeir submission, and spread terro\l1'and dismay all
around, to induce others to follow the example. Daily ex-
perience and abundant proofs warrant this information.

I shall this day reinforce Lord Stirling with about twelve
hundred men, which will make his number about twenty-
four hundred men. To-morrow I mean to repair to Prince-
ton myself, and shan order tbe Pennsylvania troops (wbo
are not yet arrived except part of the German battalion and
a company of Ligbt-Infantry) to the same place.

By my last ad vices tbe enemy are still at Brunswick, and
the account adds, that General Howe was expected at Eliz-
abethtown Wilb a reinforcement, to erect the King's stand-
ard and demand a submission of tbis State. 1 can only give
this as a report brought from the enemy's camp by some of
tbe country people.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your most
obedient servant, G WO. ASHINGTON.

TIMOTHY DANIELSON TO GENERAL HEATH.
.

Q,uaker-Ridge, December 5lh, 1776.

SIR: We herewith send you the beating orders, inlist-
ments, and commis-sions,committed to LISby the State of
Massachusetts. Tbe commissions you will be kind enoul1h
to keep safe till you may receive 6rders from tbe Gene;al
Assembly how to dispose of them, unless you find Captains
and subalterns that have nearly tilled their companies ~ in
that case you will oblige the State by fi1lingup and deli\'er-
ing tbem tbeir commissions. If any Colonelswe have com-
missioned should stand in need of beating orders and inlist-
ments, you will give them out on the encQmagement of
Congre-ss, with the delineations and il'lterlineations as you
will see made by the Committee on some of them sent
you.

As we are assured of your readiness to serve your native
Colony on all occasions, must desIre you to call upon the
several Colonies in the new arrangetnent belonging to the
Massachusetts State, as you have opportunity, to make a
retOrnof the numberinlisted,and transmit tbe s-ame to the
Assembly by the post, as often as you may think necessary,

that the State may know lium time ,to time the probability
of their computing their quota.

,Sir, we wish you all success, with the pleasures that at-
tend the soldier in your exalted station, in winter quarters;
and are your Honour's most obedient, most humble servants.
By order of the Committee:

TIMO. DA!'\IELSON, CJtairman.

To Major-General Heath, commanding at Peek's Kills.

List of Field Officers appointed for M.~SACHusnTS State,
1176.

Tbe Field Officers commissioned are:

William Sh~nard, Colonel. James Wis,~on,Colonel.
EIJen'rSprout, Liellt. Col. JamesMillen, Lieut. Col.
WarhamParks, Major. Ezra Badlarn, Major.

John Bailey, Colonel. Thomas Nixon, Colonel.
Ben. Tupper, Lieut. Col. Calvin Smith, Lieut. CoT.
Andrew Petero, Major. Joseph Thompson,Major.

Michael Jackson, Colonel.. Rufus Putnam, Colonel.
John Brooks, Lieut. Col. David Henly, Lieut. Col.
Joseph Swasey, Major. .Major.

ay order the Committee:

TIMO. DANIELSON, Chairman.
Q,uaker Ridge, December 5th, 1776.

TI~IOTHY DANIELSON TO GENERAL HEATH.
Ridge, December 5th, 1776.

SIR: We have commissioned Rufus Putnam, Esq.,
Colonel of a regiment, and have left it with him to nom-
inate hh; Major Ollt of three Captains, viz: Wade and
Warner, out of Colonel Litters regiment, and lVewell, in
Colonel Hutchinson's.

We desire YOll to till up a commission to eithet. of them,
as will best se."ve the cause and most agreeable to Colonel
Putnam. Y Oll will, sir, much oblige the Committee. Your
most humble servant.

By order of the Committee: TIMO. DANIELSON.

To Major-General Heath, Peekskill.

TIMOTHY DANIELSON '1'0 GENERAL HEATH.

Q,uaker-Ridge, December 5, 1776.

SIR: Weare on ollr return to the Assembly of Massa-
chusetts-Bay witbout being recalled; and it may so happen
tbat the post may convey further orders to the Committee
before our arrival at B(Jst()n,tbereforewe desire you to open
all letters and packages that may come within your know-
ledge directed to os, and examine the contents; and if they
contain matter of furtber encouragement for raising our quota
of the Continental Army, that you will communicate it to
the several Colonels we have appointed, that tbey may pro.
ceed thereon further to inlist; as we imagine that.rules and
ceremony are to be dispensed with when our country's
cause is in question. We have wrote the Postmaster to
forward all such despatches to you immediately, and we
desire you to pay the postage and charge the State.

Weare, sir, your most obedient, very humble servant.
By order of the Committee:

TIMO. DANIELSON,Chairman.

To Major-General Heath.

SENTENC£ OF GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL.

Peekskill, December 5lh, 1776.

At a General Court-Martial held by general orders, at
the bouse of John lflandavel, whereof Colonel Ward is
President.

Lieutenant-Colonel Hamman, Captain Bartlet,
Major Woods, Captain Barlow,
Captain Moss, Captain Newel,
Captain Wright, Gaptain Pain,
CaptaitLSumner, Captain :Maxwell,
Captain Brown, Captain Ladew.

Captain Hyde, Judge Advocate.
Lieutenant William Horton, Captain Raymon's company,

Colonel Nicolrs regiment, brought before tbe said Court
for getting drunk and stripping to fight in a publick tavern,
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and behaving in an infamous manner, unbecoming an officer
and a gentleman. Ple~adsnot guilty.

Lieutenant Feairl!/, being duly sworn, saith, that he was
at the tavern of Mr. Mandavelfs, where the prisoner was
stripping, and damned and swore he would be at Captain
Graham, saying, Now I am under an arrest, damn you, I
will give a flogging; or words importi!1g the same.

John Roberson, under oath, saith, that the prisoner gave
Captain Graham the lie, whereupon Captain Graham gave
the prisoner a push, then the prisoner pushed Captain
Graham down in the chimney corner and fell upon him,
first having stripped.

Josephlshon, under oatb, saith, that the prisoner stripped
off his shirt and struck Captain Graham, and after they was
parted the prisoner strove to get in the room to quarrel more
with Captain Graham, and swore if he could get at him he
would fight him.

Isaac Silver, under oath, sahlI, that the prisonerand some
others got into a wrangle, and Captain Graham came into
the room to still the rol.lt. The prisoner fell to quarreling
with the Captain, and cursed, damned, and swore, and
stripped to fight the Captain; clinched the Captain, jammed
up against the bar, and threw him down in the corner and
seized him by the throat.

Captain Graham, under oath, nearly agrees with the
above evidences; and the prisoner saith, that the Captam
hath told near the truth.

The within Court having maturely heard the evidences,
are of opinion, that the prisoner is guilty of infamous belm-
viour, unbecoming the character ora gentleman and soldier,
and adjudge him to be cashiered and dismissed from the
Army.

Attest: JONATPfANWARD, President.

I approve of the above judgment:
W. HEATH, Major-General.

GJ:'!'ERAL .GEORGE CLJNTON TO GENERAl, H£ATH.

Murder'.s Creej{, 5tl) December, 1776.

DEAR SIR: The weather has been so extreme bad,
which, with the want of felling-axes,has hitherto prevented
our doing much at the busin.ess we were sent up on. We
have, however, got out some timber, and have several sloops
furnished us by Convention, collecting stone and rafts of
timber, and to-morrow we hope to begin to frame the first
block. The blacksnliths ordered up have not yet joined
us, nor have we here as yet a shop for them to work in.
We have begun to build one, and have boards to cover it.
Must beg you win order us about fifty pounds of twenty or
twenty-four penny nails, as we have not one, and cannot do
wi~hout them. I observed near your door some iron, like
plow-shares. These would answer some good purpose, and
be very convenient for us. Should be glad, therefore, you
would ordel' tbe Quartermaster to forward them here. We
shall want a number of teams. These, I suppose, we must
endeavour to sup!,ly with, and give certificates on the Quar-
termaster. It wi!1 be the cheapest ,,:ay. . .Bepleased to mdulgeme with a lme respectmgthe Sltu-

'

ation of oqr Army in the Jersey, if you have heard lately
from them, as our accounts are various and uncertain.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant,
GEO. CLINTON.

NEW-YORK COMMIT1J;:E OF S.\FETY TO GJ;:NERAL HEATH.

In Committee of Safety, Fishkill, December 5th, 1776.

Sm: I am directed by the Committee of Safety to ac-
knowledge the receipt of your favour of the 3d instant, and
assure you that General Washington's approbation of your
generous aid in carrying on the obstructions of Hudson's
river, and your attention to the passes in the Highlands,
afford them the highest satisfaction.

The sick of Colonel Bradley's regiment we had caused
to be taken care of by a physician of this place until Doctor
McKnight arrived; and be assured, sir, the non-attendance
of a Doctor or Surgeon was not ascribed to any inattention
of YoUl'S.

Such parts of the unfinished academy as are in any wise
tenantable at this season of the year, were lately assirrned
for a distressed party of sick from General ltlcDolIgall's
brigade; but we are informed by William Duer, Esq.,

under whose~ direction the barracks between Peekskill and
this place are, that those in the north entrance of the High-
lands, and also that near Hait's, each intended to contain
upwards of one thousand men, are neady completed. In
those barracks the sick of your division may now be made

~

comfortable; and if the building of any other hospital shall
be necessary,you may be assured, sir, the Convention will
be ready to aflord every necessary aid in their power for
that purpose. '

,

I am, with great respect, sir, your most obedient, humble
servant.

By order of the Committee of Safety. In the absence
of, and for the Vice President,

JOHN McKEssON, Secretary.
The Honourable Major-General Heath.

JAMES WEEKS'S RECEIPT.

Fishkill, December 5th, 1176.

Received of Ezra L' Hommedieu, Esq., eighty pounds,
current money of New- York, in order to defray the expense
of transporting four hogsheadsof dry goods purchased by
John R. Livingston of hhn Roe, Esq., for the Committee
of Safety of the State of New- York, from Boston to this
place, by hiring or buying teams for that purpose, as shall
appear most advantageous, and to account for the same sum
with the Committee of Safety for the State of New- York,
charging for my time, horse, and expenses, twenty shillings
per rlay.

Wjlness my hand; JAMES WEEKS.
Witness, J4COB CUYLER.

:NlClIOLAS BREWER '1'0 :NEW-YORK COMMITTEJ;: OF SAFETY.

Decem her ye 5, 1776.

We, as agents appointed by your Honoul" for biring or
impressing boats and scows for the publick sel'vice, fiiid a
difficulty in the exorbitant prices in men. We have spoke
with General Clinton, who has recommended us to >'our
Honours for the prices of boats of such and such burthen.
We wait for your immediate directions; and slJbscribe our-
selves YO\lr ever devoted servants,

NICH'S BREWER, Jl.In.
JER'H CLARK.

J. TRUMBULL, JUN., TO GOVERNOUR TR1JMBULL.
Albany, 5th December, 1776.

HONOURED SIR: I wrote you some time since a report of
a Jetter being wrote by the Mayor of this city to the enemy,
advising them to make a movement into Connecticut. The
report of a flag being sent you, with the idle excuse that
General Washington is not to be found, revives that idea in
my mind. Is it not possible the enemy's design, by sending
to New-London, is to bave an opportunity of viewing that
harbour, and passing up the country, seeing its strength, the
situation of the people, the state of the uatteries,&c., and
by being at Hartford, to consult their good friends there,
by which they can judge the practicability of making an
attempt in that quarter? My ideas may perhapsrun too fast.
Jealousy in our situation is absolutely necessary. A word
is sufficient.

I am, with great affection, honoured sir, your dutiful son,
J. TRUMBULL,Jr.

His Honour Governour Trumbull.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GOVE:!tNOUR COOKE.

Lebanon, December 5th, 1776.

SIR: I have this day received intelligence from New-
London that there are collected in the Sound, near Plumb-
Island, ten English men-of-war and about eighty transports;
and from another quarter have further intelligence that some
hundreds of the enemy's ships and transports had passed
Hell-Gate; their destination must at present be uncertain,
whether at New-London or Newport, but Newport may
be the most probable, though they may possiblypay us a
small visit at New-London as they go along. I think it is
hiah time for the New-England colonists to be alarmed,
anod almost every other consideration to be laid aside to
have the great object of our defence employ our utmost
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attention and most vigorous exertions. I hitV!~ordered the
Militia of this State, on and eastward of Connecticut river, to
be on their march towards New-London, and trust we shall
be ready to afford all possible assistance, whenever the
appearance of the enemy shall make it necessary. I have.
taken the liberty to enclose a letter, containing the same
intelli~ence, to Mr. Bowdoin, President of the Council of
the ftilassachusetts, which hope you will be so good as to
forward without delay. I have this moment received a
letter from General Lee. You will note the contents, and
take such measures as the exigence of the case may require.
Have enclosed the original for your inspection, having not
time for a copy.

I am, in great haste, sir, your most obedient, humble ser-
vant, Jm,'TH TRUMBULL.
Governour Cooke.

N. B. There came nothing enclosed in General Lee's
letter.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO JAMES BOWDOIN.

Lebanon, December 5th, 177G-Evening.

StR: I have this afternoon received authentick intelligence
that ten or elevenships-of-warfrom New- York, and about
eighty transports with troops, are just arrived off New-Lon-
don harbour; and there is very little room to doubt but their
design is to attack that place or Newport: the first, by all
appearance, is now most probable. I have given out orders
to assemble all the Militia in this quarter for our defence.
No exertions on our part will be neglected, though our Mi-
litia have been much employed towardsNew- York, and
many of them not yet returned.

1 must therefore earnestly request your patriotick Assem-
bly to take this important matter into their immediate con-
sideration, to lend us every aid in your power. New-Lon-
don or Newport, or both, are the objects the enemy have
in view to attack. Your virtuous and patriotick spirit and
ardour leave me no room to doubt of your vigorous and
instant exertion for our assistance, even without any regal'd
to the zeal and ardour exerted by the military force of this
State when the scene of blood commenced at Lex,ington,
as well as on other occasions. A letter just now arrived
says a much larger number have passed Hell-Gate; so that
it is very probable the whole had not arrived when the
express left New-London, and may be hourly expected.
You will believe no time can be lost, in order to afford us
seasonable relief.

I am, sir, with great respect, your and your honourable
Assembly's most obedient and most humble servant,

Jm~'TH TRUMBULL.

Honourable James Bowdoin, Esq.

GOVERNOUR COOKE TO MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY.

Providence, December 5, 1776.

HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN: The enclosed copy of a par-

agraph of a letter Ii'om Mr. Adjutant Stelle I sent to Block-
kland with a number of British prisoners to be exchanged,
may be entirely relied upon.

The last certain information of this fleet is, that they were
seen on the 3d instant, at eleven o'clock forenoon, standing
for the harbour of New-London, having corne round Fishe1"s
Island Point. It is supposed that their intention is to meet
a number of transports who are expected to come through the
Sound.

I thank your Honours for the measures you have taken to
give assistance to this

.

,State; and am, very respectfully, your
Honours' most obedient, humble servant,

NICH'S COOKE.

Honourable General Court of Massachusetts-Bay.
P. S. The enclosed was forwarded to me by Governour

Trumbull, with a request to send it by express.

Block-Island, !!dDecember, 1776,eight o'clock P. M.
SIR: This evening, about sunset, came to anchor off the

west end .of this island eleven sail of British ships, armed,
four of which are frigates from twenty-eight to thirty-two
guns, the others from forty to sixty-gun ships. They an-
chored so nigh I could distinctl)' count their guns.- There

are likewise three ships (those I suppose that are stationed
here) a cruising to tbe eastward. I saw them to-day at
twelve o'clock, about eight or ten leagues distance, bearing
about E. N. E. AIl of which are bound into Rhode-
Island, without doubt, &c., &c.

COM}lODORE HOPKINS TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

Providence, December 5th, 1776.

SIR : Yours of yesterday I have just received, and I shall
take it for granted that you will take every legal method to
forwardthe manning the ships; and as to what you refer to
with respect to the wages and prize money, I now let you
know that I am not Agent nor Paymaster, and that I have
nothing to do in the matter further than to use my influence
that right be done to every man in the Navy. I have no
knowledgeof any fraud in any officerunder my command,
and I believethere is not. Shall cautionthe officersto take
care to keep the men on board, although I believe the great-
est part of the desertion was before they came on board.
And as to what you seem to desire, the ships should go
round to Boston, my orders will not admit such a step; and
if they would, I can see little prospect of getting thp,mthere,
as I am well assured that if one of the ships there had been
mannedsbe would have sailed before now.

I am, sir, yours and the members of Assembly's humble
servant, ESEK HOPKINS.

To the Honourable Nicholas Cooke, Esq.
To be laid before such Members of Assembly as be may

think fit.

WILLtAM BAttTLETT TO STEPHEN MOYLAN.

, Beverly, 5 December, 1776.

DEAR SIR: A few minutes after I took my leave of you
Captain John Derby, of Salem, came to me and made a
demand of the guns belonging to the Lee schooner, which
Colonel Glover borrowed of him. I interceded with him
as much as lay in my power to have them only for one
cruise more, but he utterly refused, aod insists upon having
them immediately. Upon receiving the demand, I, together
with Colonel Glover, pursued you, to give the information,
but c()uld not overtake you. What can be done about this
matter must be left to you. '

In haste, I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
WILLIAM BARTLETT.

To Stephen Moylan, Esq., Head-Quarters, Cambridge.
Sir, I would remind you of the cash wanting.

Newburyport, December 5,1776.

The friends of Captain Henry Johnson, late Commander
of the Yankee privateer, are hereby informed, from good
authority, that he has escaped f!'Om London to France.

Boston, December 5,1776.
, Last Saturday afternoon, Captain St. Barbe,in a vessel
belonging to Newburyport,arrived at Squam, fromBilboa,
in thirty-threedays, with whom came passenger Mr. George
Cabot, of Beverly, merchant, who informs, tbat the Spanish
and French pOltS are open to our cruisers' and their prizes,
and that they permit the American vessels to carry the
American flag in their ports; and that both the Courts of
ftiladrid and Versailles were determined to prevent the
Russians coming to America. e

'

Last Sunday, a number of prisoners (marines and sailors)
arrived in town from the inleriour parts of this State and
Connecticut, and on Monday set off for Marblehead, in
order to be exchanged for a number of our men who lately
arrived in the cartel vessels there.

Last Saturday evening arrived in this town from Halifax,
via New- York, (after a long and cruel imprisonment,) the
Honourable James Lovel, Esq., to the no small joy of the
inhabitants of the capital of this State.

We hear that a Beverly privateer has taken five empty
transports, being part of a fleet of near two hundred sail,
bound home from New- York, whether with design to bring
over some Russians or fetch provisions, time will discover.

By a gentleman of veracity lately arrived from Ticon-
deroga, we are informed, that the noted Colonel Nesbit
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'departed this life at St. John's in September last. He
commanded the Forty-Seventh Regiment of Foot in his
tyrannick Majesty's service. His skill in military matters
we are strangers to; but this we can say of him, that he
was master of the art of tarrinO' and featherinO', as he tried
his hand on a poor countryman"'in this town s;me time be-
fore the Lexington battle.

Last Thursday arrived in town from the Continental
camps at New-York, the Honourable MajOl'-General Lin-
coln, who commanded the Militia of this State which was
sent as a reinforcement for two months.

Commodore Manly, in the Continental ship Hancock, of
thirty-two guns, came l'Ound from Newburyport last Thurs-
day.

SILAS DEANE TO COMMITTEE OF SECRET COURESPONDENCE.
Paris, 6th December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: You have enclosed the duplicate of an
agreement with Monsieur Du Coudray, of my orders for
clothing, stores, &c.; of my agreement with Baron De Kalb,
and others of bis train; also with the Comte De ]tIonau and
~is? which I hop~ will be agreeable; also the agreement for
freIght of the shIps, which J was assured by letters frol11
Bordeaux and elsewhere was as low as could be procured.
At the same time, if it is above the stated price, in such
cases I am, promised an abatement. I hope the peculiarity
of my situation, and the anxious desire J have of forwarding
aid to my country, will be considered if any of the articles
are thought high. Men cannot be engaged to quit their
native country and friends, to hazard life and all in a cause
which is not their own immediately, at the same easy rate
as men will do who are fighting literally pro aris et focis;
and it is a u.niversal custom in Europe to aHow something
extra to foreIgners; but my allowances are very much below
the rates here for officers in the same station.

I submit one thought to you: whether if you could en-
gage a great General, of the highest character in Europe,
such, for instance, as Prince Perdinand, Marshal Broglio,
or others of equal rank, to take the lead of your armies,
whether such a step would not be politick, as it would give a
character and credit to your military, and strike, perhaps, a
greater panick in our enemies. I only suggest the thought,
and leave you to confer with Baron De Kalb on the subject
at large.

I ha ~'e the honour to be, with the
for the honourable Congress, &c.,

most profound respect

SILAS DEANE.

[ Translation. ]

List of Officers of Infantry and Light Troops destined to
serve the UNITED STATES OF NORTH-AMERICA.

Commencement of
their Pay.

Messrs. Le Baron De Kalb, Major,General, 7th Nov., 1716.
Le Vicount De l1fauroy, Major-General, 20th do.
De Senneville, Major, 7th do.
Le Chev. Dubuysson, Major, 7th do.
Le Chev. De Payoles, Lieut. Colonel 20lh do.
Dubois Martin, - - Major,

,
20th do.

De lIoltzefJdorff, - Lieut. Colonel, 26th do.
Le Chev. De Pailly, Lieut. Colonel, 1st Dec., 1776.
Amal'itoll,- - - Major,- - do.
De Roth, Captain,- do.
De Gerard,- - Captain,- do.
PhilisdeRoseval,- - .Lieutenant,- do.
DeMontis,- - - - Lieutenant,- do.
Loguetde Granges, - Lieutenant,- do.
De Vri!;(ny,_ _ _ 5Capt. d'une Comp'y

w { Franche, - - do.
Candon,- - Lieutenant,- do.

. The said ranks and pay at the dates marked in the present
list, have been settled mutually between us the undersigned'
me, Silas Deane, in my quality of deputy' of the 1I10sthon~
ourable Congress of the United States of North-America,
and me, Jno. Baron De Kalb, Major-General in the service
of the States General.

Done double, at Paris, this 1st of Decembpr, 1776.
DE KALB.

SILAS DEANE,

Agent for the United States of North-America.
FIFTH SEUIES.- VOL III.

Names of Officers. Rank.

[ Translation. ]

Agreed betweenMr. and ]tIr. SILASDEANE,in /iis
character of Deputy from the Congress of the Thirteen
UNITED COLONtES.

I st. That Mr. Augustin Pranfois des Epiniers, nepbew
to Mr. , actually a Captain in the Prench service,
shall pass over into that of the United Colonies, where he
shall serve in the corps of Artillery and Engineers.

2d. That he shall be employed in tbat corps as Captain
during the first campaign" with all appointments, &c., which
a senior Captain in that corps enjoys, which commission he
shall be entitled to from this date, and shall rise in propor-
tion to his sef\'ices to the degree Qf Major and Lieutenant-
Colonel.

3d. That Mons. des Epiniers sha1l have this in pal.ticular
and separate from all other officers of the same rank, that
should peace be declared the rapk of Major shall not be
refused him after two years' service; that of Lieutenant-
Colonel after four years; and that of Colonel after six years'
provided during that time he hy his behaviour should not
forfeit it, and this shall be tried by a regular procedure before
the Board of War, or a Court-Martial assembled by their
orders.

4th. Aft~r. these .six years' service in wa; or peace, if the
Sr. des Epzmers thmks fit to leave the servIce of the United
C~lonies, he s~Iall ~eceive always the h.alf of the salary he
enjoyed as LIeutenant-Colonel, and thIs pension shall be
paid ~im in whatever corner or part of the world he pleases
to retire to.

5th. He shal1 receive the same pension if, by the fate of
war or fatal wound, he shall find himself deprived of any
principal limb of his body.

. 6t~. The.said ~onditions being granted to Mr. des Epi-
n~ersIIIconsideration of the important services Mr. ,
Ills uncle, rendered one year, and continues to render the
United. Colonies, no other officer can complain of these
terms, eIther before ConlTressor the Board of War.

It is in confidence of~his that the parties have mutual1y
signed these presents, at Paris, December 5th, 1776.

SILAS DEANE,
Agent for the United Colonies of North-America.

[Translation. ]

A List of Officers of Infantry and Light Troops destined
to serve m tlte Armies of the STATES GENEUAL OF
NORTI:I-AMEnICA,viz:

:Messrs.Le M. De La } .
Payette, MajoGeneral,from7th Dec. 1776.

Le Baron De Kalb, Major-General, " 7th Nov. "
Delesser, - - - Colonel, " 1st Dec. "
De Valfort, - Colonel, " 1st Dec. "
De Payols, - Lieut. Colonel, "

20th ~Nov. "
De Franval, - - Lieut.Colone], " 1stDec. "
De Bois 1Uartin, - Major, " 7th Nov. "
De Gimat, Major, " 1st Dec. "
De Vrigny, - Captain, " 1stDec. "
De Bedaulx, - - Captain, " 1st Dec. "Capitaine, Captain, " 1stDec. "
De La Colombe,- Lieutenant, "1st Dec. "Candon, - Lieutenant, "7th Nov. "
The mentioned ranks and the pay which the most hon-

ourable Congress shall affix to them to commence at the
periods marked, in the ~resent list, ?;ve been agreed to by
lIS, the u~dersl~ned, Stlas Deane, III quality of Deputy of
the Amencan States General, on the one part, the Marquis
De ~a Payette and the ~aron De Kalb, on the other part.

SIgned double, at Pam, this 7th of December, 1776.
SILAS DEANE,
LE l\hR(tUIS DE LA FAYETTE
DE KALB. '

[Translation. ]

The.desire which M. the Marquis De La Payette shows
of ser~lIlg among t.he troops o[ the United States of North-
A~enca, and tl~e II1t~rest~llIch he takes in the justice of
their cause, makmg hlln w1sh to distillO'uish himself in this
war, a.nd.to render himself as useful as °he possibly can, but
not thmklllg that he can obtain leave of his family to pass
the seas and serve in a foreign country till he can go as a

69
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General Officer, I havp thought I could not better serve my
country, and those who have entrusted me., than by granting
to him, in the l1ameof tbe very honourable Congress, the
rank of Major-Genel'al, which I beg the States to confirm to
him j to ratify and deliver to hi.m the commission to hold and
take rank, to !:.OLlntfrom this day, with the General Officers
of the $ame .degree. His high birth, his alliances, the great
dignities which IllS family hold at this Court, his considera-
ble estates in this realm, his personal merit, his reputation,
his disinterestedness,and above all his zeal forthe libertyof
our Provinces, have only been able to engage me to pl'Omise
him the rilnk of Major-General in the name of the. United
Statc8.

In witness of which I have signed the present, 7th of
Dtcember, .1776.

SIUS DEANE,
Agent for the United States of North-America.

On th~c9nditions here explained, I offer myself, and
promise to depart when and how Mr. Deane shall judge
propel', tp serve the United States with all possible zeal,
withollt a.nypension or particular allowance, reserving to
myself the liberty of returning to Europe when my family
01' my King shall recall me.

Done at Paris, this 7th of December, 1776.
LE l\'1AR{tUISDt: LA FAYETTE.

[Tran~lation,]

Articles of affreightment oj Armed Vessels and .Merchan-
dise, entered in and agreed to between Messrs. DE MON-
THIEU and RODRI{tUE HORTALE7JSf Co. and Mr. SILAS
DEANE.

We the S~Ibscribers,John, Joseph de lUorzthieuand Rod-
rique Hortalez Sf Co., are agreed with Mr. Silas Deane,
agent of the United Colonies, upon the subsequent arrange-
ments:

That I, De Monthieu, do engage to furnish on account of
tb.eThirteen United Colonies oj North-Alnerica, a certain
number of vessels to carry arms and merchandise to the
burthen of sixteen hundred tons, or as many vessels as are
deemed sllfficient to transport to some harbour of North-
America belonging to the Thirteen United Colonies, all the
ammunition and appurtenances, agreeable to the estimate
signed and left in my possession, and which we estimate would
.requil'('~the abov~-meotioned.quan[ity of vessels to carry si,c-

teen hundred tons buJth~.n, which a1'\;\ to be paid for at the
rate of two hundred livres .the ton jaod that I will hold said
vessels at Ihe disposal of said Messrs. Hortale~ Sf Co. ready
to sail at the p9rtsof Havre, Nantes, and Marseilles, viz :
The vessels which ar.e to carry the articles and passengers
mentioned in the ilfore-ment.ioned list, and are to depart from

Havre, as w~lI as those that are to go from Nanies, to be
ready in the course of November next, and the others in the
course of December following, on condition that one-half of
the afore-mentioned ii'eight of two hundred livres per ton,
both for tbe voyage to America and back to France, 1aden
equally On account of the Congress of the Thirteen United
Colonies and Messrs. Hortalez Sf Co. aforesaid, who are
responsible for them, shall be advanced and paid immedi-
ately in money, bills of exchange, or other good merchan-
dise or etf~cts, and the other half the said Messrs. lIortalez
Sf Co. do agree to furnish me with in proportion as the ves-
sels are fitting out, in tbe same money or other effects as
above; over and above this th~y are to pay me for the
passa"8 of each officer, not belonging to the ship's crew,
the s~m of five hundred and fifty livres Tournois, and for
evftry soldier or servant two hundred and fifty livres, and
for ~very sailor who goes as passengerone hundred and fifty
livres. It is expressly covenanted and agreed between us,
that all risks of the sea either in said vesselsbeing chased,
run on shore, or taken, sball be on account of the Congress
of the United Colonies,'and shall be paid agreeably to tbe
estimation which may be made of each of these vessels,
agreeab1y to the bills of sale of each, which I promise to
deliver to Messrs. Hortalez Sf Co. before the departlll'e of
any of the said \'essels from any of tbe ports of France
mentioned above. .

Finally it is agreed that iftbe Americans detain these
vessels longer than two months in their ports, without ship-
ping on board them the returns they are to .carry to France,

all demurrage, wages, or expenses on them, from the day of
their arrival to that of their departlll'e, these two months

excepted, shaH be at their charge, and paid by them or by
Messrs. Hortal€z Sf Co. in our own name, as answerable for
the Congress of the United Colonies. We accept the above
conditiO!.Js as far as they respect us, and promise faithfully
to fulfill them, and in consequence w.e have signed this instru-
ment of writing one to the other, at Paris, 15tb OctQber,
1776.

MONTHIEU.
RODRIIlUE HOIl.TALEZ &. Co.
SILAS DEANE, Agent .for the United

Colonies of North-America.

GOVERNOUR HENRY TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRE,S.

WiIlil\!J)sQlJrg, Virginia, December 6th, 1776.

SIR: I lost no time in 1aying your leiter before our
Assembly j and lat~ lastl)i~ht they did resol,v:, lh,at the
troops of Horse (SIX) shall be marched to Jam General
Washington. . I haveissuedthe necessaryorders thismort)-
1n" to the Major commandant to prepare for the march;
b~t before it can be bef1unI fear a considerable time will

"elapse, owing to the troopers being in want of many neces-
saries. I shal1as soon as possible transmit to you an account
of such things as cannot be had here for them, that they
may be got with you. The prisoners of war are scuttered
in different phlCes in this State, but wiH be collected and
sent to Brunswick.

J am, sir, YOlll'most obedient servant,
P. H!):NRY,Pt.

INSTRUCTIONS TO THE RBPRESENTATIVES OF ACCOMACK
COUNTY, VIRGINIA.

Instructions and commands from the Freeholders of Acco-
MACK to their Representatit'es in General Assembly.

Beiog informed tbat an attempt will be made this session
to influence the General Assembly to subvert altogether the
present establishment of the Church of England, we think
it a dljty we o\\'e to God, ourselves, and the community in
general, to instruct you particularly what part to act in the
decision of a question in its consequences so very important.
We at present feel ourselves happily and warmly united
with every religious denomination of Cbristians in these
States, in tbe defence of our civil 1iberties, against the arbi-
trary power of a British King and Parliament, sensible it is
to this general Union, under God, we have hitherto with.
stood the united force of Britain and her mercenaries, in a
manner to be wondered at even by ourseJves; and we are
convinced by e;{perience, that disputes and division in reli-
gious matters are in their consequences most dangerous to
every State, and particularly to those in their infancy: We
therefore at present command you, should such a proposi-
tion be made in the General Assembly, to vote against the
same. At the same time we shal] cheerfully agree to any
regulations which may be adopted to make the c]ergy ac-
countable for their cond\lct, and be removed upon rnisbe-
haviour.

PETITION OF INHABITANTS OF CHARLES CITY COUNTY TO

VIRGINIA ASSEMBLY.

Mr. PURDIE: It was intended that the following Petition
of the inhabitants of Charles City should have been pre-
sented to the House of Delegates through rheir Representa-
tives j but as 'it did not get to'their hands time enough to
answer the intention of the petitioners, they beg you wiJl
pub1ish it in your Gazette, that their sentiments upon reli-
gious toleration may be generally known to their country-
men.

To the honourable House of Delegates:

The Petition of the Inlwbitants of the County of CHARLES
CITY humbly showeth:

That your petitioners are great1y a1armed at the rapid
progress whichsome of the dissenters from the Church by
law established are daily making in various parts of this
country, by se,ducing the ignorant and unwary to embrace
their erroneous tenets, which yoUI' petitioners conceive to be
not only opposite to the doctrines which true Christianity
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inculcates, but subversive of the peace of families, tending
to alienate the afiection of slaves from their masters, and
detrimental to the happiness of the publick; and while such
darincr attempts are made, by petitions to this honourable
Hous~, to pull down all the barriers which the wisdom of
OUl"ancestors have erected to secure the Church fi'om the
inroads of the sectaries, your petitioners apprehend that it
would argue a culpable lukewarmness tamely to sit still and
not make known their sentiments, so contrary to such inno-
vations. All these bad effects your petitioners ha \'1' already
found, by the short experience which they have had in their
own County, to be the dismal consequences of the doctrines
taught by these new teachers. We have seen, with grief
and indiL7nation, by their suggestions, irreparable breaches
made between husbands and their wives; we have seen
meetinO's in the ni"ht of our slaves to receive instructions ofo 0

these teachers without our consent, which, we apprehend,
could produce nothing but deeds of darkness, and which
have already produced their proper fruits of disobedience
and insolence to masters, and glorifying in what they are
taught to believe to be persecution for conscience sake.
Your petitioners are not actuated by the narrow and b]ood-
thirsty spirit of persecution. They wish to see a well-regu-
lated toleration established, by which a1l those weak and
conscientious brethren, who from principle cannot join with
the established Church, may be permitted to serve God in
their own way without molestation; but we wish also, that
those nightly meetings may be prohibited under .sev~re
penalties, and that those only who, after a due examlOatlon
of their morals, shall be found worthy, may be authorized to
preach, and only in su?h publick meeting-houses as it may
be found proper to license for that purpose. But your
petitioners humbly apprehend that these purposes may be
answered without destroying those gentle and wholesome
restraints which the wisdom of ages, and the policy of our
laws and constitution, ha\'e appointed, to give the Church a
proper preeminence over every other sect, and gently to
incline, by the obligation of interest as well as reason, a
reunion of all those who have been deluded and led to for~
sake that Church which your petitioners apprehended to
contain the genuine doctrines of Christianity, and to promote
the true happiness, both temporal and eternal, of mankind.
Your petitioners therefore pray, that the Church may be
maintained in all its legal rights, and that the sectaril's may
be indulged with such a regulated toleration as to this hon-
ourable House shaH seem proper.

And your petitioners shall ever pray, &c.
[Signed by 260.]

"\Villiamsburgh, Virginia, 6 December, 1776.

The Officers and Soldiers of the Ninth Virginia Regi-
ment who are absent with leave, are desired to return with
all possible despatch, or join the regiment on its march, or
at PAiladelphia, it being ordered to reinforce General Wash-
ington immediately.

Given under my hand, this 1st day of December, 1'776.
THOMAS FLEMING.

Williamsburgh, Virginia, 6 December, 1776.

The masters and crew of the ship Caroline, taken hy the
schooner privateer Harlequin, and condemned as a lawful
prize by the Court of Admiralty of this State, are hereby
advertised, that they are to apply to William Lux, Esq., of
the town of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, for pay-
ment of the wages due to them from said ship, agreeable to
a resolution of the Continental Congress.

By order of the honourable Court of Admiralty:
.

BE"'. POWELL, ltlarshal.

ship's company has a right to some part, and it .will be
necessary to have some attorney employed to e1alm that
pah before the Board of Admiralty, wh~n she is to be con-
demned. I hope you'll please to appomt some gentleman
of the law for that purpose.

I have the honour to be, honoured gentlemen, your very
humble servant, GEO. COOK.
The honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland, An-

twpolis.

SAMUEL DORSEY, JUN., TO MARYLAND COUNCIl:. ot SAFETY.

December 7th, 1776.

GENT[');~MEN:I take this opportunity to inform you of my
success in procuring coals, which bas taken up most of my
time till now, and have now as much as will last me twelre
months. Have casta few small guns. Should be glad you
would appoint some person to prove them this next week,
that in case they should not. answer we might make another
mixtUre of metal. There is Mr. Swannhum or Mr. Harn.
milt(), that lives at the landing, if you think proper, which
would be always at the spot, or any person you choose.
Please appoint some one that will attend when requested in
time.

Remain your humble servant to command,
SAM'L DORSEY, Jun.

The honourable Council of Safety, An1U1polis.

WILLIAM PACA TO MARYl.AND CbI1NCIL OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, Satlirday, the 7th December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Congress is of the opinion that the OI'der
from the Board of War extends only to such prislmers as
are natives of Great Britain, and soldiers from thencl': in
the present war; and therefore the prisoners from Carolina
and privates there lately taken in arrns against US,are not
comprehended, and are still to be detained. As to the two
gentlemen taken by Captain Cook,whether they be pris..
oners or not is a matter our State must decide, nnd not
Congress. I am told by the delegates to the eastward that
persons in such predicament are set at liberty, but the prop-
erty taken is coniiscated. But this is not a general rule;
circumstances often require them to be You
must, therefore, (1 speak my own opinion only,) exercise
your discretion in the present case.

The enemy is still at Brunswick. General Washington
has faced about, and is moving towards them with the rein-
forcements from this State. General Lee has crossed the
river, as we are informed, with about two thousand men,
and we are also informed that General St. Clair, with about
twelve hundred men, left New- Windsor last Friday week,
and that by this time we hope the enemy will find them-
selves between two fires; and Heaven grant they may be
weJl routed.

Great complaints have been made by the privates of our
Flying-Camp of neglect and want of pay. I am afi'aidour
officers have not been so careful and industrious in making
out their rolls as they ought to ha VI' been. Weare doing
aJl we can to get them their money, which indeed has been
long ago ready for them, and only detained from the want
of officers' ro\1s. Our poor sick were much distressed till
tbey came to this city. Here e,'ery necessary is found them,
and the best care taken of them. We have declined no
trouble to have these poor creatures comfortably provided
for.

Your obedient servant, W. PACA.
The honourable Council of Safety of Maryland, Annapolis.

CAPTAI~ COOK TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, December 6, 1776. .

HONOUREDGENTLEMEN: The snow George arrived the
4th instant, that we took November the 2d, and afterwards
retaken by one of the .Ministerial ships; soon after that the
privateers, Captain Campbell, took her again. She is now
libelled in their names.

As the ship Defence first took her, the Province and To Richard Peters, Esq.

'"'

THOMAS WHARTON TO RICHARD PETERS.

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, December 6th, 1776.

SIR: The Council has appointed a Committee to confer
with the Board of War on the propriety of estab]ishing a
military hospital in this State, and would be glad to know
whpn it will suit the Board of War to receive tbem.

By order of Council;
THO'S VI HARTON,President.
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GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 7lh: Referred to Board of War.]

Trenton, December 6, 1776.

SIR: I havenot receivedany intelligenceof the enemy's
movements sinc~ my letter of yesterday. FJ'Om every in-
formation, they still remain at Brunswick, except some of
their parties, who are advanced a small distance on this
side. To-day I shall set out for Princeton myself, unless
something should occur to prevent me, which I do not
expect.

By a letter of the 4th instant from a MI'. Caldwell, a
c1ergyman, and a staunch friend to the cause, and who has
fled fi'om Eb:zabethtown, and taken refuge in the mountains
about ten miles fi'om thenc.e, I am informed that General
or Lord Howe was expected in that town to publish pardon
and peace. His words are: "I have not seen his proda-
mation,but can only say he givessixty days of grace, and
pardons /i'om the Congress down to the Committee. No
one man in the Continent is to be denied his mercy." In
the langua~e of this good man, "The Lord deliver us from
his mercy!" ,

Y our letter of the 3d, by Majo-r Livingston, was duly
received; before it came to hand I had wrote to General
Howe about Governour Frfmklin's exchange, but am not
certain whether the letter could not be recovered. I de-
spatched a messenger instantly for that purpose.

.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient servant,
Go. 'V ASHINGTON.

JOSEPH NOURSE TO GENERAL HEATH.

Ringwood Iron-Works, 6th December, 1776.

Sm: I am directed by GeneralLee to informyou he bas
had the misfortune to lose three oChis best camp horses, and
begs the favolll'you'\! have some inquiry made amongst the
$Oldieryunder your command. One is a black, with a nag
tail, fifteen hands high; a brown bay, with a switch tail,
fourteen-and-a-half hands; and a sorrel mare, with a blaze-
face and a switch tail, about fourte~n hands and an inch.

The General offers three guineas reward, or a guinea for
each.
. I am, sir, your very obedient, humble servant,

JOSEPH NOURSE, Secretary.

Honourable Major-General Heath, Peekskill.
[:
!
I
i
I

GENERAL SULLIVAN TO DANIEL COE.

Ca.kiact, December 6,1776.

I beg that you will assemble the Militia of the district of
Cakiact, with their arms, accoutrements, blankets, and three
clays' provisions, and order them to join General Le.e at
Morristown as soon as possible.

J am your humble servant,
JOHN SULI,IVAN,

.Jfajor-General in the Contine.ntalArmy.
To Daniel Coe, Esq., Chairman of the Committee.

DANIEL COETO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Kaldate, December 6th, 1776.

SIR: We thought it our indispensuble duty to inCorm the
Convention, that last evening we received the enclosed
requisition from General Sullivan. In the present state of
our country, it is not in our power, consistent with the
safety of the inhabitants or the publick service, to comply
with his request; and we flatter ourselves, that had the
General been properly acquainted with the true state of the
country he would not have isslled this order. The whole
Militia of our Precinct consists of but two hundred and
-eightymen, one third of whichare disaffectedto the cause.
Most of the Militia are unarmed, and now employed in the
service of the pub1ick, either as guards to the shore or
wagoners, or labourers on the publick roads. Besides this,
we are in great distress from the exposed state of the coun-
try ,which now lies open to the ravages of the enemy from
Hackensack and Fort Lee; therefore we are so far fi'om
being able to afford General Lee any assistance, that we
most earnestly request the Convention to send us assistance
frolD the upper parts of the country, or we mllst, from our
weak and exposed state, in all probability soon fa\! a sacrifice

to the enemy. We beg you would lay this reqnest before
the honourable Convention, and entreat their illlmediate
advice ami aid. An answer by the bearer will much oblige
your humble servant.

By orderof the Committee:
DAN'L CaE, Chairman.

To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., President of the Conven-
tion for the State of New- York.

GENERAL HEATH TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Peekski\1, December 6th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I bave just received intelligence, tbat on the
4th instant, about sunset, seventy sail of ships-of-war and
transports, with many troops on board, sailed down the
Sound, towards New-England. If you have not received
the intelligence before this reaches you, I beg tbat you send
an express immediately to Rhode-lsland, und a1so to Mas~
sachusetts- Bay.

I have the honour to be, with respect and esteem, your

most humble servant,
W. HEATH.

Honourable Jona. Trumbull, Esq.

GEN.~RAL HEATH TO JA~rES BOWDOIN.
Peekskill, December 6lh, 1776.

SIR: I have jllst received intelligence, that on tbe 4th
instant, about sunset, seventy sail of ships-oC-war and tmns-
ports, with many troops on board, sailed with a fair wind
do\\'n the Sound towards New-England, perhaps for New-
port.

General rVasltin/!ton, by the last letters which I received
fi'om bim, was at Brunswick. A large body of troops fi'om
the Northern Army are marching down, the van of which
I suppose by this time IH\\'e joined the General.

General Lee, two days ago, passed over the ferry, with
between three and four thousand men. The loss of forts
Tfashington and Lee, with many stores, have been tlnfor~

tunate blows; but as good and bad events have their turns
in war, we against such still hope to be crowned with
success.

I have the honolH'to be, with respect and esteem, YOllr
most obedient, humble sen'ant,'

W. HEATH.

Honourable James Bowdoin, Esq.

GENERAL HEATH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.
PeekskiJl, December 6th, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: I have just received intelligence, that
on the 4th instant, about sunset, seventy sail of ships-of-
war and transports, with troops on board, sailed with a fair
wiJ1d down the Sound towards New-England, probably to
Rhode-Island. I have sent an express to Gove/'CIour
Trumbull and to ftlassachusetts-Ba!J, and ha\'e desired
Governour Trumbull to send an express to Rhode-Island.
I have at this post three regiments of General Parsons's
brigade and three of General Clinton's, and a number of
convalescents, lame and ragged, left by General Lee.
General Clinton is pushing the obstructions in the river.
Any orders from YOlll' Excellency to Ilw\'e the troops, or
any part of them, shall be instantly obeyed by him who
has the honollr to be, with tbe greatest respect, your Excel-
lency's most humble servant,

W. HEATH.

To General Washington.

GENERAL HEATH TO PIERRE VAN CORTLANDT.
Peekskill, December 6lh, 1776.

_SIR: I have just received intelligence, by letter f!'Om

General Spencer, that on the 4th instant, about sunset,

seventy sai! of ships.of-war and transports, with many
troops on board, sailed down the Sound (owards J.Vew-Eng-
land, with a fitir wind.

I am, sir, with respect and esteem, yonI' humble servant,
. W.HE~&

Hon. Pierre Van Cortlandt, Fishkill.
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COURT MARTIAL ON CAPTAIN DOLSON.

Peekskill, 6th December, 1776.

At a General Court-Martial, held bv general orders, at
the house of Mr. John Mandivells, Co"lonel Ward, Presi-
dent.

Lieut. Col. Hammon, Captain Pain,
Major Woods,' Captain Ladew,
Captain Maxwell, Captain Wright,
Captain ~Mo.~s, Captain BartZet,
Captain Nowell, Captain Barlow,
Captain Sumner, Captain Brown.

Captain Hyde, Judge Advocate.
Captain Abraham Dolson, of Colonel Nicoll's regiment,

arrested by the said Colonel Nicolls for feloniously taking and
mark,'incr and selliner a blanket belonerin<r to a soldier. The.

..- 0 0 . . 0 0

prisonel' beinerarl'aiernedpleads Not guilty.
Lieutenant Gore~under oath, saith Captain DolsQn told

him that he had a blanket that he would sell him; and soon
after a soldier in Captain Little's company came to the tent
of the prisoner and said he had lost a blanket, and thought
that blanket then present was his blanket. Soon after the
soldier was gone the Captain came to the tent, and I was ~t
the tire and told him tbat the blanket he offered for sale IS
like to Ilave an owner, and the Ca ptain said, Is the blanket
gone? I told no. Then he said he would go into t~e t~~t
and mark it, for it was not marked; and took out IllSkOlle
and went to the tent; and when he came out, he was shut-
tinerhis knife and said he had marked the blanket. He
ask'''edthe C~ptain how he came by the blanket; the Cap~
tain told him he took it up because it could not give the
countersign. At another time he told him he found it by
the root of a tree. After Captain Little c~a]]e~ged the
blanket, Captain Dolson told me that C~ptam L~ttle had
been to him about that blanket, and says If YOllwIll stand
by me, I will do we]] enou~h, for, S?ys he, I told Captain
Little I broucrht it (rom Kmg's Bndge, and you may say
that, and not tell a lie, for I brought it far enough fr~m.
King's Bridge, YOIIknow; and further, says he,

~
told Illln

I bought it of a New-England man, and gave 111mtwelve
shillings for it.

Rheuben Hall, Captain Dolson's waiter, under oath, saith
that he heard the Captain tell the Lieutenant, that he had
found a blanket, and it could not give the countersign, and
he took it up. Some time. after I heard Captain Dolson tell
Captain Little that he bourrht the blanket of a New-Eng-
land man at Kinu's Brid"e~ and gave him twelve shillingsb b

d r.fur it. and Captain Dolson marked the blanket, an alter
some 'time sold the blanket that was in contest to JoelFrost.

Joel Frost, under oath, saitb, that he was passing by the
tent of Captain Dolson, and Captain Do~son offered him a
blanket for sale, and I agreed and gave hun tWO dollars for
the blanket and carried it horne to my tent, and offered to
sell it to m; tent mates, and one of them agreed to have it;
and the next morninrr he told me that he should not have
the blanket, for there °was like to be an owner for it. And
after Captain Little challenged the blanket he sold me,
I told him I had sent it home; he said that blanket could
not give the countersign; and further saith about the time
said Dolson was arrested, he asked me what I had done
with the blanket; I told him I bad sent it home, and I told
him if he came as honestly by the blanket as I did, be
would not be ashamed to have the blanket seen; and told
him if he would give me lea v.e I would go home and bring
it; and he told me that he would go to the Colonel and try
to get me a furlough; and he came back and !old me. that
the Colonel would not give a fmlough, and said he wIshed
that he would, fOl' tben 1 could go home and get the blanket
and alter or mark it so that the blanket should not be known.

Georue Gore confirms the above evidence of Rheubenb
Hall.

The within Court having examined the evidences against
the prisoner, find him guilty of the charge aHeged against
him, and adjudge him to be cashiered and posted as de-
scribed in section 14th, article 22d, in the Rules and Regula-
tions of the Army, and be mulcted eight donars, four to ~e
paid the soldier that lost the blanket, and the rest to be dis-
posed of as directed by act of Congress.

Attest: J. WARD, President.

I do approve of the above sentence, .

W. HEATH,Major-General.

MATTHEW ADGATE TO JOHN M'DONALD.

Fishkill, 6th December, 1776.

SIR: The Committee for exploring Lead Mines, &c.,
have this day had YOU\'letter of the 16th November, .177~,
before them it beiner the first time they have met sJt1ceIt
was received, (on y~ur report therein.) I am directed to
inform you that it is the will of the Committee you should
proceed no further in explorin~ the lead. mine in the Gre?t
Nine Partners, on the bargam made wIth you by t~e sal.d
Committee on the 16th day of October last, until their
further order, and that you do repair to the Fishkill, bring-
iner a certificate from Ezra Thomson, Esq., of the length,
width, and depth of tbe pit you ~lave sunk on said bargain.

Sicrned by order of the Committee:o
MATTHEW ADGATE, Chairman.

To John McDonald, Miner.
P. S. The Committee desire you to procure Mr. Thom-

son's account against them for inspecting said mine, for set-
tlement.

HENRY SCHENCK TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.
Fishkill Landing, December 6th, 1776.

SIR: Having occasion for coming to this place, where I
found a quantity of Continental stores, such as tar, tents,
&c., which are a wasting to a great degree; the dock
afloat with the tar; the tents on a heap in the weather,

wet, &c., consequently a rotting;-I would recommend the
appointment of some other person living at this p]ace to
take charge of an stores delivered at this place, with an allow-
ance for his trouble. I am confident the States would find
their account in it. I would recommend Petrus Bogardus,
a good careful person.

I am, sir, with great esteem, your very humble servant,
HENRY SCHENCK.

To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., President of the Com-
mittee, State of New- York.

PETITION OF MILES SHERBROOKE.

To the Honourable the Convention or Committee of Safety
of the State of N EW-YORK:

The Petition of MILES SHERBROOKE,of the City ofNE\\'-
YORK, ltlerchant, humbly showeth:

That your petitioner, on the tenth of February last, view-
ing his most critical situation on account of the approaching
troubles, removed himself and his family from the city of
New- York to Long-lsland, with a determination, which his
connexions in Great Britain he humbly conceives will fully
justify, not to, take part in the least, in the unhappy c~n~ro-
versv subsistIng between that KIngdom and the Unzted
Staies of North-America.

That nevertheless your petitioner, notwithstanding his
aforesaid retreat, and the well-known inoffensiveness of his
character, was, upon some information, which doubtless
Genera] Washington conceived to be well founded, appre-
hended by his Excellency's order, on tbe seventh day of
Auuust, as a person sllspected to be unfriendJy to tbe
A:erican cause, and was sent a prisoner to the State of
Connecticut.

That yonI' petitioner is a partner of the commercial house
of Perry, Hayes, 8r Sherbrooke; that your petitioner's
partners reside in England, and are well ,known to haV'e
openly avowed and taken an active part in favour of the
American cause. _

That your petitioner humbly conceives he cannot be con-
sidered inimical to tbat cause, if no other considerations than
those of interest should influence him to a similarity of opin-
ion with his partners.

That your petitioner has received directions from his
partners, who have proved themselves fi'iendly as above-
mentioned, to America, how to demean himself in the pres-
ent troubles, and hopes he always has exercised and shall
continue to exercise so much prudence as strictly to conform
to them.

That your petitioner has in every instance complied with
all Convention and Committee orders, except in the single
instance of not taking up arms, in which your petitioner
flatters himself he will by the mere recital of his case be
fuHy excu1 pated, if not justified, in the opinion of the hon-
ourable Convention.
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That the General Committee of the City and COllntyof
New- York conceived your petitioner's case to be singularly
hard and scarcely to be paralleled, and your petitioner is
well informed that one sing]e person only in that body held
him up in a suspicious point of light, which your petitioner
is informed was the only cause of his arrest.

That the property of the commercial hous'e in America
to which your petitioner belongs, is great, and therefore
strongly attaches them to the American interest. ,

That all the title-deeds, books, and other papers belong--
ing to that house, s6 much attached to the American cause,
as wel] as a number of papers concerning the ~state of the
late Mr. Joseph Haynes, deceased, which affect the property
of women who cannot take a part in the present controversy,
have been buried under ground by your petitioner, on the
south side of Long-I~land, and will probably soon pl'rish in
their present situation unless your petitioner can be admitted
to f!0 for their redemption.

That besides this, he hopes that his desire to provide for
his wife and family will, considering the probable reasons to
suppose him to be fi'iendly to America, have some weight
with the honourab]e Convention.

Upon the whole, he submits to their wisdom and tender-
ness, both his request to be p(,l'rnitted to repair to the city of
New- York and Long;..Island, and the terms and tonditions
upon which he may be thus indulged.

And your petitioner shall ever pray, &c., &c.
MILES SaERBROOKE.

FishkilJs, December 6th, 1776.

PETITION OF ALEXANDER WALLACE.

To the honourable the Convention or Committee of Safety
of the State of N EW-YORK:

The Petition of ALEXANDERWALLACE,of the City of
N EW-Y ORK, ~Merchant, ltUmMy showeth:

That on the eighth day of August last your petitioner was
apprehended, as he understood, by order of his Excellency
General Washington, as a person suspected as unfriendly
to the American cause, in consequence of which your peti-
tioner presented a memorial to him, representing his family's
distresses, a copy of which is ready to be produced.

That his Excellency, in answer to YOUI'petitioner's memo~
rial, told him his case was very hard, and directed him to
can the nextrllOrning. That your petitioner accordingly
attended on his Excellency and produced to him acertifi-
cate of his good behaviour from Colonel Remsen, and
that your petitioner had actually employed a sufficient man
in his stead in the Continental service,as by the certifi-
cate from Colonel Remsen, re.ady to be produced, will ap"
pear.

That his Excellency thereupon declared that there were
then so many applications to him of the like nature that it
was out of his power to relieve YOUl'petitioner at that junc-
ture, and that your petitioner should submit to the necessity
of goingwith the other gei1'tlerllenthen tinder aI'feStto New"
England, and gave your petitioner reason to believe that ere
many days elapsed he should retUrn to bis family.

That yonr petitioner while in New-England applied to
his Excellency through General Putnam, on the subject of
his return to his family,and received for answer that he
must wait with patience a few weeks longer.

That your petitioner again applied to his Excellency
through another channel, and received an answer to his
application, dated the 5th November last, purporting that
tbough his ExcellencyW;\'S disposed to oblige your peti-
tioner, he had referred the matter to the Convention of New-
York, to whom your petitioner must apply.

Tbat Governour Trumbull, of the State of Connecticut,
knowing your petitioner's particular distressed sitUation, has
permitted him personally to apply to this honourable Con-
vention, as by his certificate ready to be produced will
appear.

That your petitioner's private papers, on the preservation
of which the weJl-being of his family principaJly depends,
are blll'ied in the earth on Long-Island, in a place unknown
to any but YOllr petitioner and , now a prisoner in
New-England, and wi\! probably soon perish unless redeemed
from their present state.

That the company papers belonging to you!' petitioner
and his brother, Hugh Wallace, are deposited in a vault in

the city of New- York, and cannot be taken from thence but
by one of the partners.

That your petitioner's wife and eight smaJl children are
now on LOII!J-Island,utterly destitute of that necessary
assistance whIch so numerous a family must unavoidably
\nnt in your petitioner's absence, and that to add to the
distress or your petitioner's family, they will be obliged to
quit tbe houseon Long-Island, in which tbey now reside,
on the 1st February next, as tbe proprietorthereofis deter-
mine~ to OCCUP)'it himself at that time. ... .

Your petitioner tberefore, under lhis complication of dis-
tress, begs leave to cast himself on the benevolence of the
honourable Convention, humbly requesting their permission
to him to proceed to the city of New. York. and Lung-
Island, for lhe necessary care of his family and his private
and company concerns, ohder sucb conditions in point of
time and other circumstancesas to tbis honourableConven.
tkm shaH seem nt.

And your petitioner sha1l everptay, &c.
ALEXANDER WALLACE.

Fishkill, December 6th, 1776.

COMMITTEE OF SALEM TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

SALEM, December 6th, year 1776.

GENTLEMEN: We have a n\J\llber of men in the town of
Salem that is absconded, and left their families and effects,
and gone to tbe Ministerial Army; and by the advice of
the Chairman of the County Committee, we have taken an
account of the effects of those men, and have here sent the
account, with their names; and the Committee now desires
of me to know of you what shall be done with these estates,
whether any tbing or not. Please to giv'Cus answerby thl}

bearer hercof, if you judge them forfeit to the State of New-
York; in particular, what manner to proceed in securing
tbem.

Ephraim Sanford is run off, Ilod left~
Onehorse, worth. . . .. ." . ..., ., ." ". ... ., .. . ..£ IS 0 0
Four cows, two Yo'UlTgcattle 21 0 0
Five hogs, fifteenbushels corn.. . .. .. . .. .. ... .. ... 17 0 0

Twelve load good hay .... ...... . .. 18 0 0
House and barn and furniture. .. .. . . .. . ." . ., . .. .... .300 0 0
Forty-eight acres valuab]e land.

Benjamin Closehas also le1t-
Three young horses. . . . . .. .. . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . , .. .. . . .£ 21 0 0
One pair of oxen r 20 0 0
Three ~ows and young Mille, . . . . ... . . . .. . .. .. . ..'. ;... 28 0 0

About thirtl bushels wheat " > 7 00
:rwelve loa hay "" ..>. ....... t5 0 0
Verygbod house and barn. About thirt1'acres of land.

Samuel Baxter has gone, and left-
One horse and young horse '. .;..;. ,£23 0 0
Two 'cows, two-year olds 12 0 0
~wo fat hog;s, two load of rye 7 0 0
Srxload of nay '..'..'.i ~.".".<..-,.. 9 0 0
Twenty-five acres land, house, and l>arn.

Job Keeler.
One cow I two-yearold,onecalf.. . .. .. . . ... . .. . ,. £9 0 0
Three fat hogs, five shotes . . . .. . . . . ., . . ., . . . . ... . . . .. .~ 1

()
0

Sixty bushels corn.. , ... 9 0 0
Three l('Iadhay.. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . ... . ..., . . .. . . ... 4 10 0

Forty bushel wheat , 12 0 0

Thomas Smith, likewise.
Two horse kind, one pair OXe1!.. . .. . . .. . . .. n,'.. .£ 28 0 0
Four cows, ~ix young cattle, three catves 31 0 0
Twenty-fivesheep, four fat hogs .~., 18 0 0
Five shOles, sixty bushels wheat. .. 23 10 0
Ten bushels rye, ~sixlYCMII.. .. . "' . .... '"

., ..,...'.. 2 15 0
Twenty loads good hay ...~. ,,'~"' 30 0 0
Ninety aeres land, with good building,

Gilbord Hunt.
Two horses, one pair oxen .'.. .,'.',.. ..£35 00
Three cows, three young cattle 17 00
Two swine, fnt, six shotes. . . . . .. . . .. . , .. . . .. . . .. . . . . 8 0 0

Fifteen sheep, twelve bushels wheat, , 13 0 0
Forty bushelscorn, three loads hay. . . .. .. .. .. ... . 10 10 0
Fifly acres land, house, and barn.

Jonathan 1Vallaceis gone, and left one borse and mare
and colt, one pair steers.

Samuel Wallace gone also to the :Ministerial Army, a
young man.

Ezra .Morehouse likewise, and left one old mare.
Jacob Wallace, ditto.
Nethaneal Palmer, ditto.
Nathan OsbQTn,of Salem, gone,supposedto be a Cap-
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tain in the 'Ministerial Army; has left a house and tWQ
barns, one hundred and ninety acres lalld, sixteen IC\3dspf
hay, thirty bu~hels wheat, ten bushels pats, one pair oxen,
four cows seven-year olds, ti,vecalVe~,and two colts, seven
swme.

4.brahl1m Close, also.~Three horse kind, -£15; three
cows and tlwee steers, £24; three fat hogs, £6; twenty
bushels wheat ane}loads hay, £ 14; some valuable land.

4.braham DU,llgone also.~One; pair of O1\en,One cow,
one horse, two loags of bay, forty bushels corn, seven bush-
els wheat, sixty po\lQds6ax.

Edw(lrd JO!les.~Thirty ijcres land, two horses, one cow,
two one-year old:>..

Georrre Bu,tson.-HolJse and
. barn, one hlmdred and. .. On . . . . , .

thirty acres land, one pair oxen, one horse, two cows, pne
year'd cplt, two IO\ldhay, six: sheep, fOllrswine.

Salem, 6th December, in the year 1776. By order of
theCQl\lluiuet\ ;

EZEKIEL HAWLEY, Chairman.

To the honourable the Com'ention of the State of New- York.

llon~R'r YATES TQ,TA}fES DUANE.
Clav~ra~k, D~~~mb~r 6tb, 1776.

GENTLE~EN; I enclose you a lettef from Colonel Van,
Sdwick, together with ~ list of such qf hi~ offigers IJS qe-
cline the ~ervice. If you can possibly form II C?mmiHee,
I would recommend the filling up the vacancies. Mr.
Cllyler, who is now with me, informs me that he has left
the papers in the hands of Mr. Harp!!r,

I have not yet rec~ived al) !msw~.r fi'om Gener;al:~cllUyler
respecting the 1'ryon County CQmpany. I 9uhnut H to your
consideration,whether rOOm ought not to be left for th~
officers of thatCQmpany in case thJO:Genlj)('<,ll should recom-
P1~nd ~hero.

I am, gentkm.en, with ~,ste~mJ your most obedient servant,
ROBT. Y ATE;S.

To James Duane, Esq., and the other members of the Com-
mittee of Arrangement for the State of New- York, at
Fishkill.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO NEW-YORICco~mTTEE OF SAFETY.

Saratoga, D~~mber 6th, 1776.

SIR: Your favour, without date, coveringcertain resolu-
tjons of the COll)mittee of Safety of the 30th ultimo, I
received this day. It gives me great pleasure to find that
RJY worthy friend General Gr;orge Cli1!ton is engaged in
so necessary a work as th~t of obstructing the navigation of
Hudsun's river. My ideas on the subject I have already
done myself thehOllour to convey to you in a letter of the

instant.
Pennit me to assure tbe Convention, that every assistance

in my power shall be most cheerfully afforded on this as
on every other occasion. If the stores are not already sent
to Albany, I wish measUres to be taken to expedite them to
that place.

I am, sir, with great respect, your roost obedi~nt, humble
servant ,

PH. SCHUYLER,
Honourable Pierre Van Cortlandt, Vice President, &c.

GENERAL SC.HUYr..ER TO ROBERT YATES.

Saratoga, D~~ember 6th, 1776.

DEAR SIR : Your favour of the ~8th ultimo was delivered
me an hour ago. Captain McKean and Li~utena~tH'e~clt
I believe to be good officers, and would wIsh theIr contm-
uance in the service. The other two I can say nothing
about, as I do not know.them. I thank you for informing
me that the Committee will be so good as to sen9 me a
copy of the !!rr;.1ngementas soon as it is completed.

I am very apprehensive that much evil will arise if a
Govemment is notsooo established for this State. The
longer it is delayed the more difficult it will be to bring the
unprincipled and licentiOl)sto a proper sense of their duty,
and we have too many such amongst us.

I am, dear sir, with great re:spect aod esteem, your
obedient, humble servant, PH. SCHUYLER.
To Robert Yates, Esq., Chairman of Committee of Ar-

rangements.

GENE~AJ. JAMES CLINTON TO THE NEW-YORK COM~nTTEE

OF SAFETY.

Fort Montgomery, D~~~mb~r 15th, 1776..

To THE Gf;:NTLEMEN OF THE CONGRESS OF THIS STATE:

Captain Gregg has appl~ed to me for a reco~mendat.ion
in favour of George Dcnmston, who sen'ed tbls campaign
a SerlTeant in Captain Jackson's company, in my regiment.
He w~nts him for an Ensign in his company, and 1 think
he is deservinO' of the same,lIs he is a good scholar, and has
behaved hims~lf well since he engaged in the service.

JA~[ES CLINTON, Brigadier-General.

To the honourable the Committee of Safety of the State of
New- York.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO COI..ONEL LEWIS.

Saratoga, Decemb~r 6th, 1776.

SIR : Yours of the ~d instant I did not receive until thi$
day. Hthe Committee agrees to let Lady Johnsongo down,
I am sure I bave no objection; but no person can be permit-
ted to go to New- York without a pass from the Gt;neral com-
manding the American troops in Westchester County. Her
ladyship should therefore go to Fishkill, and from thence
send for the necessary passport, No ill ~reatment I may
have receivedcan induce me to forget the laws of decorum
and humanity . You will therefore, if Lady Johnson chances
to be attended by an officer, apply in my name to Colonel
Gansevoort for one. On your part you will see that she is
properly accommodated for her passage.

I am, dear sir, your most humble servant,
PH. SCHUYLER.

[H cr~ \lr~ S()11!~.lip.es ~ra~~d. J
The erasures are some orders from General &huyler to

me, ~nd no ways respect Lady Johnson's liberation.
MORGAN LEWIS,

Deputy Quartermaster-General.
To Colonel Lewis, Deputy Quartermaster-General, Albany.

~QLON,j;:I,. ;rQsF;PH WPOD
'N THE PREE\lDENT OF CQNGREsS.

[Read 26th. J

Ti~onderoga, D~~embar 6, 1776.

SIR: Captain Henry O'Hara, late of Colonel Winekoop's
regiment, is a gentleman of good reputation and a soldier.
He very much wants to join my regiment, and can bring a
full company. He is determined not to serve again with
the forces in the State of New- York. If his company could
with propriety be joined to my regiment, it would be for the
publick good. I should then have eight companies to per-
form all tbe manoouvres, and one company of Riflemen for
lilTbt infantry. OUl' exercise would be much easier, and of
c~urse sooner learnt. The Rifle company would theu be
doinO' nothinO" else but scouting, which is very necessary
here~ I thenOshould have eight companies on the ground,
leaminO"what we must at last come to-relTularservice-such~ . . 0 .
as forminO" our men 10 a moment to face the enemy, with
equal nu~bers, on any ground. When we are performing
our evolutionswith seven companies,it's left-handedwork,
very like advancinO" three steps backwards.

General Gates knows Captain O'Hara weIJ, and that
his character is that of a brave soldier. If the honourable
Conl!;ress will order this company to join my regiment, I am
convinced it would be gt'eatly for tbe publick good. I beg
I may have an answel' soon.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
J os. WOOD.

The Honourable John Hancack, Esq., President of the
hotlourable the Coogress.

,
CONNf;:CTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a mee.tingof the Governour and Council of Safety,
December 6th, 1776-

Present, his Honour the Governour, Eliphalet Dyer,
Jabez Huntington, William Williams, William Hillhouse,
Nathaniel Wales, Jun., Benjamin Huntington, Esquires.

.

There being a large fleet of men-of-war and transports
at a little to the westward of New-London Harbour, and
their design not being known, it was determined to be a
prudent step to remove tbe Continentaland CQlonialpro-
perty at New-LondQn, up to Norwich, and also to take a
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ql1antity of wheat on board a ship in New-London, com-
manded by Captain Kennedy. for publick use; and Captain
l}phraim Bill, Jabez Perkins, and David Mumford, of
Norwich, are appointed and desired to assist Mr. Shaw in
taking and removing said wheat to the mills, to be floured,
and the Continental and Colonial ships' stores, &c., to the
places of the greatest safety that can be up Norwich river,
and to secure the same as well as they can.

Orders were given to several regiments of the Militia to
march to New-London, in the defence of this country
against the invasion of the enemy; also letters sent to Gen-
eral ~Vashington and others fOl'the needful assistance, and
steps to be taken in this alarming time of danger, &c.

Elijah Sharp is appointed Captain of a company in Col-
onel Ely's company, instead of Ebenezer Holbrook, who
refuses.

Voted, To give an order on Colonel Elderkin and Mr.
Wales, for one hundred and fifty pounds of Powder, in
favour of the Selectmen of Mansfield. (Orders delivered
Colonel Storrs.)

Voted, To appoint Captain John Deshon to be a Com-
missary to the Militia now marching to the defence of New-
London, &c., with orders by all means to furnish supplies
of Continental or Colonial stores as may best be obtained.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Lebanon, December 6,1776.

SIR: It is some time since we have had any intelligence
of your situation in the Jerseys, or of the enemy in that
quarter. Indeed no certain account has arrived here since
the evacuation of Fort Lee and our forces retiring to Hack-
ensack.

We have to acquaint your Excel]ency that we nowappre-
hend it highly probable that a very considerable part of
General Howe's army intend a descent on some part of
New-England, and finish this year's campaign here. We
have intelligence that a large number, it is said some hun-
dred, of the enemy's ship5 and transports have passed
through Hell-Gate into the Sound. A few days since, ten
of the enemy's capital ships-of-war came round lUontaug
Point, came up the Sound, just passed New-London, where
they are since joined by about eighty transports, &c. This
we have certain intelligence of, and that they lie off at pre-
sent at anchor there, it is supposed waiting to be joined by
numbers more. Weare collecting our .Militia as fast as
possible; but how far we shall be able to repulse the enemy
by this force, Y0I1'11judge, and doubt not of your utmost
attention and exertion whenever the enemy aemand the
same, and must submit to your Excellency to give orders as
you may think proper on this occasion. May it not be
proper to send us some General Officers previous to the
coming on of Continental troops? If the descent be on
New-London or Newport, or both, a large body of them
will be necessary, and of which there can be no doubt.

I am concerned for the recruiting service; wish it may be
forwarded, and to be informed how it goes on. Four battal-
ions are raising hel"e,to serve till the 15th of March next.

I am, with great truth and regard, sir, your most obedient,
humbJe servant,

JON'TH TJ.tUMBULL.

His Excellency General Washington.

ANDREW ADAl\IS TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Reading, December 6th, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: I am to inform YOllr Honour that the
4th instant, one John Sheapard,who said he belonged to
the State of New-Hampshire, was brougbt before the Com-
mittee for tbe trial of dangerous persons in this town. He
was taken up at a publick house in Newtown upon sus-
picion, and the encJosed papers were found in his custody.
Upon his examinationhe fi'eeJyconfessed that he set out
from New-Hampshire IIpon the request of Governour Went-
tlJorth, with a design to join the Ministerial Army; tbat he
had obtained the enclosed warrant from General Howe, in
New- York; that he was sent on shore in a man-of-war's
barge in the night season, a little eastward of th.e Saw-
Pitts, and was on bis return to New-Hampshire in ord.er to
prosecute the business of inlisting soldiers, according to tbe
warrant, when he was taken up, as above. The common

Jail in Fairfield was not thought a safe confinement at this

juncture, as an attack is apprehended, and the people are
now in preparation to defend tbe sea-coasts in this part of
the State. A number of men-of-war are now Jying off in
the Sound, against Fairfield, &c., and by information from
General Wooster, it appears probable that several brigades
of the enemy are about marching eastward by land. Tbe
state of Litchfield jail appears also to be improper for his
confinement, on account of the numbers already there, &c.
That upon tbe whole it was tlwught proper to send him to
Windltam jail, there to remain lindeI' the direction and at the
disposal of YOllr Honour and Council of Safety. As this is
an instance aside from our usual proceeding, and yet a per-
son most highlydangerous,'twas adjudged most erop~r.to
send him forward as above, and refer the further dISposItion
of him to your Honour.

I am, with great truth and sincerity, your Honour's most
obedient, humble servant.

Signed pel' order:

To Governour Trumbull.

AND'W ADAMS.

New-London, December 6, 1776.

The Stateof Rhode-Island, by a Committee which came
here last week, have agreed upon an exchange of the pris-
oners in that State for a like number in the British fleet,
whip.h is to take place the 9th instant, at this port. An
exchange of prisoners in this State is 11ostponed for the
present.

Tuesday last this town was aJarmed by the appearance
of eleven ships from the eastward,coming into the Sound,
most of which appeared to be men-of-war,who, by their
course for some time, it was apprehended, might be bound
into this place; but they went further up Sound, and to-
wards evening anchored under Long-Island shore, where
they lay till yesterday morning, when being joined by other
men-of-war and transports from New- York, to the number
of near one hundred, they came to sail, and anchored near
Black-Point, about eight miles west of this harbour, where
they remain at this time. The appearance of such a formid-

. able fleet within one hour's sail of the town, has thrown
the inhabitants into great consternation.

GOVERNOUR COOKE TO JAMES BOWDOIN'.
Providence, December 6, 1776.

SIR : You will by the letter from Governour Trumbull,
herewith enclosed, have the latest accounts of the strength
and situation of the enemy, and his preparations thereu pon.
I have to inform that the Militia of this State are generall y
mustered and imbodied, and have no doubt of the most
speedy and vigorous exertions of the State of the Massachu-
setts-Bay on this most important occasion.

I have likewise enclosed General Lee's letter of the 27th
ultrmo to Governour Trumbull. It points to an obstacJe
relative to raising the new Army, which really meritsatten-
tion; and for tbe removal of which, think the Assembly of
this State will readily concur in proper measures with the
Assemblies of the States of Massachusetts-Bay and Connec-
ticut.

I am, sir, with great truth and regard, your most.obedient
humble servant, N ' CJCH S OOKE.

Honourable James Bowdoin.

P. S. With the assistance afforded us from your State,
an experienced company of Artillerymen would be of most
essential service.

JAMES BOWDOIN TO PRESIDENT WEARE.

.
Boston, December 6, 1776.

SIR: The President of the Council of this State havinl)'
received a letter from Governour Trumbull relative to o~~
proposal of a conference of Committees from the New-Eng-
land States respecting the further emission of paper currency,
and for supporting the credit thereof, a copy of which letter
is enc]osed, whereby it appears that the State of Connec-
ticut, for the reasons therein mentioned, have thought fit for
the present to decJine joining the Committee of the other
States of New-England; and as it is apprehended by this.
State that the conference would be ineffectual unless all the"
States of New-England should join. in it, we are therefore
ordered to inform JOu that the Delegates from this State ale
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and from a conversation of yours with Mr. Southerland, my
agent at Cross Creek, and your letter to General j)'loore,
I judged it to be your wish that I should form magazine~
in Georgia, North-Carolina, !lnd Virginia. I immediately
prepared for doing so, in such manner as I thought best
from so imperfect a knowledge of your desires, and found
occasion orten to regret that you had not sent for me from
Cross Creek to have met you on the road, or have wrote
me a line; however, I have done what I believe will answer
your dpsign,and in such a way as must meet your opprC'Joo
botion, since the Continent will be at no exppnse unless
the provisions should be used; for things are laid in on such
terms as to produce more than prime cost and charges,
either by shippingto the West-Indies or sellingto the mer-
chant exporters.

I am just returned from the southern line of Georgia, and.
have formeu magazines on the Altamahau, on the head of
Ocgechey, at Augusta, and about forty miles above Savan-
nah. In this State I've formed them so ~s to answer the
service here, or transport to Virginia, at an easy rate,
according to orders. Such provisions as I've laid in for Vir-
ginia and Nortli-Carolina will,by a circumstanceworththe
attention of the Congress, be very dear, which is the vast
numbel' of commissaries, contractors, or purchasers, appoint-
ed by the imprudence of the Virginians, and the want of
integrity of the North- Carolinians; for they, in order to
enhance the price of provisions, by raising of which most in
this Congress live, appointed so many competitors in the
purchase that I am now paying double at lea~t to what I did
a few days ago; for there are now nine Commissaries in this
State, of separate interests, with a number from Virginia;
and the people here are combining to advance it to a most
exorbitant height; and unless there is a single purchaser
appointed for your district, which must chiefly be furnished
fromNorth- Carolina with pork aod beef, the Continent
will suffer one hundred per cent. in all the meat used by the
troops. This, sir, I hope will deserve your particular atten-
tion, and that I shall hear from you as soon as your arduous
situation will admit. I am not courting the place of Com-
missary-General of your district, though it would be accept-
able to me, but it is my duty to lay before you, sir, this
extraordinary and improper expense, as I wish the business
done by me should be in a way the least burthensome to the
State. T~]ere are variety of reasons which might be urged
against the measure of so great a number of Commissaries;
but one good reason is enough for Government: the exor-
bitant increase in the price of provisions by thirty or forty
purchasing competitors. Would any private gentleman of
tbe Congress, having occasion for twenty thousand barrels
of beef and pork, to be bought up at one certain market,
employ a single factor or agent to execute tbat trust; or
would he order thirty different agents to purchase up the
provisions, maintain each of them as bidders on each other
at vendue, and risk beside the want of their knowledge
and integrity? Too many fingers in the publick purse
will endanger the State of North- Carolina, and the Con-
gress, as far as in them lays, should prevent it.

This will be delivered you by Captain Allen, who can
expJain this, and every other matter, to your satisfaction.
These Commissaries are now insisting to march to Charles-
town with their different regiments; and I need not tell you,
sir, what an effect such a competition will have at that
market, already the highest on the globe; but can be lowered
by the quantity of provisions in this State, provided tbe pur-
chase is left to one upright, industrious, deserving man.

Your letter to Mr. Harrison, Paymaster in Virginia, was
forwarded in a few days after date express by me, but no
answer received. I am this day sending for the hundred
tbousand dollars mentioned therein, which I hope to receive.
If I do not, Captain Allen will inform you, and you will
order it from Philadelphia by immediate express, as I am
in great want, having borrowed large sums fi-om private
people, who have some time expected payment. It would
be also necessary for me to have a further credit on the
Continental Treasury, and I am ready to enter into any
security, if any should be required; and as to the hundred

WILLIAMKENNONTOGENERALLEE. thousand, if it is necessary, I will give security for that sum
[Read December31, 1776:Referredto.Mr. Hooper, Mr. Heyward, aud also before it is paid me at ClwrlestowlI;in whichcase, it

Mr. Har:lson.]
. may be sent to the commanding officer, with direction as to

.North-Carolma, Hahfax, December7, 1776. the security. I have the fullestconfidencethat shouldMr.
SIR: The magazmes you ordered are accordingly formed, Harrison decline sending this hundred thousand dollars you
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directed not to proceed upon said conference, that in case a
Committee should have been appointed by your State, they
may act accordingly. It is expected this matter will be
taken up again.

1 am, sir, with great respect, your Honour's most obedient,
humble servant, J BAMES OWDOIN.

Honourable ltleshech Weare, Esg., President of the Council
of the State of New-Hampshire.

WILLIAM DAWES TO JAMES BOWDOIN.

Boston, December 6, 1776.

SIR: Agreeable to YOllr request of yesterday, I would
acquaint you that I have infol"lned myself of the situation of
the forts at Dorchester Heights, by going over myself this
morning. I visited forts Number Three and Two, and found
but one sentinel in each; and was inrormed by them, that
there was so few over there, it came to them in turn to be
one day on guard and one day off, and that but one sentinel
at a time was at each fort, Number Two and Three, either by
night or day; that there was but about six or eight men to
take care of the whole three forts. Was likewise informed
by one of the neighbours, that the night before last, a per-
son or persons appeared lurking round one of the forts,
upon which the sentinel hailed them, and no answer being
given, tbe sentinel fired upon them, upon which they made
off. From all which, sir, J would make only one obser-
vation of my own, which will be by way of contrast, viz:
since the 25th of October we never had less than between
firty and sixty men for guarding those three forts constantly
by night and by day. If tbe above intelligence will be of
any publick utility, my end is fully answered.

Am, sir, with the profoundest respect and esteem, your
dutiful servant,

W DM. AWES.
Honourable James Bowdoin, Esq.

JAMES BOWDOIN TO MESHECH WEARE.

Boston, December 6th, 1776.

SIR: The enclosed papers were thought necessary to be
communicated to tbe State of New-Hampshire. They are,
therefore, sent to you for that purpose by order of Council;
in wbose behalf I am, most respectfully, sir, your most hum-
ble servant, JAMES BowDOIN.
Honourable President of the Council of New-Hampshire.

N. B. The papers sent were General Lee's, dated No-
vember 30th, enclosed in Governol1l' Cooke's, dated Decem-
ber 5th, and A(Uutant Settler's, of December 2d, 1776.

JONA. JACKSON TO MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY.

Boston, 6th December, 1776.

SIR: I find, upon trial, that a constant l1ml close attend-
ance (which is indispensably necessary) at the Board of
War will be totally inconsistent with that little share of
health I enjoy. In my apprehension, also, to hold a seat
there and in the Assembly is incompatible with the duties
belonging to both at this critical time, when both need the
attendance of all their. members, and will be frequently
required at the same time. -

You will therefore, sir, be so kind as to sjunify my resirr-
nation to both Houses of Assembly, begging the favour ~f
their Honours to appoint some person in my stead, assurinO'
them, that as I engaged in this service with a sincere desir:
to benefit the community, so now finding myself unable to
do the service expected, I should think myself wanting in
duty not to signify it to them and rpqllire a dismission.

With much respect for the worthy members of both
honourable Houses,and my grateful acknowledgments to
them for their favourable opinion in having appointed me
t~ the trust I have now resigned, I am, sir, your very obe-
dIent servant,

JON JACA. KSON.
To Mr. Secretary Avery, to be communicated to both

Houses of Assembly.
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will order it, so that I shall receive at least that snm in two
months fi'om this date. In the mean time, I shall borrow
on the creditof this expectation. I have also purchased a
quantity rum and osnabrigs, the latter of which the naked-
ness of the soldiers induced me to do. 1 have devoted mv
whole time to the service of you and your district, and shah
on aH occasions prove to you my desire of being serviceable
to the Continent; but I wish not to be interrupted by inju-
rious competitions, which can answer no other plll'pose but
increase the price of provision to an intolerable height, and
introduce confusion in the camp by a variety of agents.

I some time ago wrote by post from l¥ilmington, and
lately sent you two letters, one from Mr. Bryan and the
other from llispaniola, which I hope you have received.

I have the honom' to be, sir, with all duty and respect,
your most obedient servant, WILL. KENNON.

War Office, December 7.1776.

I am directed' by the Board of War to order a)] officers
on the recruiting service in ihis State immediately to march
the men they have inlisted to Pldladelphia,.leaving none at
the several places where they now are, but such as shaH be
absolutely necessary for the service. Returns of the num-
ber already recruited are desired to be forthwith transmitted
to the Board. All officers in the service of the United
States arriving in Philadelphia, are desired to attend at the
War Office and make the proper returns. .

By order of the Board of War:
RICHARD PETERS, Secretary.

TO THE ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA.

Would it not conduce to the immediate safety of the
State of Pennsylvania, if a Dictator were appointed for
three or six months, with full powers to exert the strength
of the State in any way he should think proper against our
enemies?

Has not the want of a suitable person, entrusted with
snch powers in time of war, ended in tbe ruin of several of
the most flourishing Republicks of antiquity?

Are not the present ravages of the enemy in the States of
New- York and New-Jersey owing to the want of suitable
persons entrusted with absolute power to compel every
individual of those States to concur in repelling the common
enemy?

Does not the languor with which all the Legislatures in
America move in the present alarming exigency of our
affairs fully demonstrate that placing so little power in the
hands of the executive branch of Government, is a most es-
sential and fundamental fault in all our new ConstitUtions?

A CITIZEN.
Philadelphia, December 7, 1776.

COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO THE PRESIDENT OF cCONGRESS.

SIR: We set out this morning for Princeton. In our
way we met a messenger with the enclosed. The General
ordered me back upon some necessary business. He has
gone forward to Princeton, where there are about three
,thousand men, with which I fear he wiH not be able to
make any stand. The Jersey Militia are so few that no
dependence can be placed on them. The Militia of Penn-
sylvania, except from the city, have not appeared, and
they are very confused, the time not having admitted of any
arrancrement. In short, sir, fi'om all circumstances, I am
inclin~d to think no opposition will be given till we cross
the Delaware. Our whole force, if collected, will not
exceed six thousand, and they are diminishing every mo-
ment by desertion.

I can get no other paper than this. You will please to
excuse it, as well as the hurry of my letter.

I am, with much respect and regard, your most obedient,
humble servant, J Ras. EED.

To the Honourable John Hancock.

GENERAL GREENE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Princeton, December 7th, 1776.

DEARSIR: Lord Stirling will write by the sameexpress
that this comes by, and enclose to your Excellency several

pieces of intelligence obtained of different people yesterday.
His Lordship thinks the enemy are making a disposition to
advance; for my part, I am at a loss to determine whether
their disposition is to advance or for defence. The enemy
have got a party advanced about seven miles this side
Brunswick; anolher at Bounbroo7c. with an advance of
guard two miles this side of the town. 'Tis reported by
some of the country people that the enemy intend to ad-
vance in two columns, one this, the other Bounbrook road.
General Mercel' advanced upon tbis road, and I should
think tbe German battalion might be advantageously
posted on the olher road.

Major Clarke reports General Lee is at the heels of the
enemy. I should think he had better keep upon the flanks
than the rear of the enemy, unless it were possible to con-
cert an attack at the same instant o(time in front and rear.

Our retreat should not be neglected, for fear of conse-
quences. The bottom of tbe river should be examined,
and see if the boats can be anchored in the ferry-way. If
there is no anchor ground, the bridge must be thrown over
below. Colonel Biddle had better make a trial imme-
diately, tbat we may not be in confusion. If a bridge can-
not be thrown over, forty boats should be manned, under
the care of a goodofficer,and held in readiness; with these
boats, prudently managed, the troops could be thrown over
in a very short time. Methinks all the cannon that don't
come forward with the Army migbt be we)) posted on the
other side the river to cover a retreat.

I think General Lee must be confined within the lines of
some general plan, or else his operations will be independent
of yours. His own troops, General St. Clair's, and the
.Militia, must form a respectable body.

If General Dickenson would engage the l\fj]itia for some
given time, there might be some dependence upon tbem;
but no operation can be safely planned wherein they are to
act a part, unless they can be bound by some further tie
than the common obligation of a militiaman. I think if the
(Jeneral was at length to engage his Militia on some such
plan, your Excellency might take your measures accord-
ingly.

This moment a Captain has returned that went to recon-
noitre last night, and it is beyond a doubt the enemy are
advancing, and my Lord Stirling thinks they will be up
here by twelve o'clock. I shall make the best disposition
I can to oppose them.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant,
N. GREENE.

To his ExcelJency General Washington.

GENERAL L~E TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

Pompton, 7th December, 1776.

DEAR SIR: As there is now no doubt of the enemy's
directing a considerable force towards your island, my duty
to the publick, and my regard for the welfare of your Col-
ony in particular,urge me to every expedientwbich may
be serviceable to you; and I must entreat you not to impute
the freedomwith whicb I shaHoffermy tboughtsupon this
occasion to a petulance of disposition, but to tbe most pure
and disinterested zeal. I have, sir, from what I have ob-
served of the New-England troops, the highest confidence
in the valour of your men and common run of your officers,
particularly those who are of tbe younger part. They have
activity and fire, and in general more knowledge than those
advanced in years, who are not only destitute of knowledO"e,
but incapable,froma certain rustinessof mind and temp~r,
of acquiring any. In fact, the only advantage of years in
any profession is, that it enables us to add to our stock of
knowledge. But if we do not avail ourselves of tbe days
which nature has made a present of to us for this purpose,
the more years have passed over our heads, the more dis-
qualified are we for the profession of a soldier of any rank.
Now it unfortunatelyhappens in New-England, that to the
most disqualified the higbe3t trusts are committed. To
speak directly, the appointments of Generals in your Prov-
inces threaten destruction; but in fact it is impossible that
you should bave men equal to this arduous task. Tbeory
joined to practice, or a heaven-born genius, can alone con-
stitute a General. As to the latter, God Almighty indulges
the modern world very rarely with the spectacle; and I do
not know, from what 1 have seen, that he has been more
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proCtlseof thi~ ethereal spirit to the Americans than to other
nations. But to come to the point: Rhode-Island will
probably be attacked; yonI' men and younger officers are
good, but I am persuaded you have no man with you capa-
ble of conducting an army; no man who has sufficient
knowledge as an Engineer. I have therefore resolved to
send a gentleman, with whose great talents, activity, and
zeal I am weH acquainted. His name is ltlalmadic, a
Frenchman. I entreat, if you cannot give bim the entire
command, to be directed by his counsels. You must ex-
cuse bis beat of temper at times, as it is derived from a
noble source of enthusiasm for your cause. Procure for
him an able interpreter; and treat him, as I am sure you
will, with all the respect and attention he deserves. God
bless you, sir. Believe me to be, most devotedly, yours,

CHARLES LEE.
Go\'ernour Cooke.

P. S. I believe I shaH send you. Colonel Varnum, but I
hope you will continue to give Mr. Malmedie high Colonial
rank, which will lead him to Continental.

COLONEL MALCOM TO GENERAL HEATH.

Niack, December 7th, 1776.

SIR: I had the honour to receive your most obliging letter
of the 4tb instant yesterday, and am exceeding happy tbat
the conduct of the regiment under my command hath
merited the approbation which your Honour very politely
expresses.

A scoutin<Tparty, which went down to hover on the verge
of the ene~y's quarters about English Neighbourhood,
brought in a stout negro feHow, the property of a Tory,
(one Peck,) who is now with the enemy; and the negro
has been employed as a spy to bring them accounts of our
motions. I beg to know how I must dispose of him.

I request your Honour will inform me if the Treasury is
moved. I expect my abstracts from Head-Quarters to-day,
and would be glad to get the cash here.

I have the honour to be, with due respect, sir, your
most obedient and very humble servant,

W. MALCOM.
To Major-General Heath, at Peekskill.

I have forty men just going out again.

WILLIAM PECK TO GENERAL HEATH.

North-Castle, 7th December, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL:By express of General Spencer, just
received your t:wour of the 6th instant. By his order
would I inform you, that General Wooster, upon the first
discovery of the movement of the fleet, sent forward an ex-
press to Connecticut, with a desire it might be forwarded to
Newport, which occasion~d my not sending. We are upon
our march towards Crum Pond; shall this night be at
North-Castle Church. Should you have any news from
the Jerseys, pray forward it to the General as fast as pos-
sible. The stores are to be deposited at Crum Pond,
where General Wadsworth's brigade will guard them until
further orders.

No particular news at this post but what your Honour
has been made acquainted.

Tn behalf of Geneml Spencer, I am your Honour's most
obedient humble servant,

WILLIAMPECK, Aid-de-Camp.
Major-General Heath.

DIRECTIONS TO CAPTAIN EAYERS.

Peekskill, December 7th, 1776.

SIR: You are to proceed to Fishkill with the company
under your command, and as soon as your company is
under cover, you will constantly keep them employed in
such business as you, may have already in charge from the
Colonel of Artillery, or that may be most necessary or
beneficial to that department. You will quarter your com-
pany in the barracks, and Mr, Duer will direct you to those
most proper for your business.

I am, sir, yours, &c.,
W H JI~' G l. EATH,lr.IaJor- enera.

To Captain Josh. Eayers.

COMMITTEE AT NEW-WINDSOR TO GENERAL GEORGE CLINTON., .
New-Windsor, 8th December, 1776.

SIR: The Convention of the State of New- York have
not received any intelligence from the General Congress or
his Excellency General Washington, and are much alarmed
at the progress of the enemy, and the languor that prevails
in the Militia of the State of New-Jersey; which they
attribute in some measure to the presence of tbe enemy and
the little prospect they have of receiving any assistance
within their State. This Convention wish to use every
means in their power, (consistent with the safety of this State,
which in a great measure involves that of the Continent,) to
induce the people of New-Jersey to make the proper exer-
tions for their own preservation. To this they conceive
nothing can contribute more than forming an army in New-
Jersey out of the troops uncleI'your command, or those that
are with .Major-General Lee, and such Militia as can be
collected in this or the neighbouring States; which we are
very well satisfied would soon be formidable to the enemy,
cut off their supplies, and overawe the disaffected, while
General Washington, being reinforced by the Southern trOops
and Militia, would be in a state to meet them in front.
What measures we have taken you will collect from the
resolutions wbich we do ourselvesthe honour to transmit.
In addition to this, we have written to Governour Trumbull,
suggesting the pl'Oprietyof sending at least six thousand of
the Militia of that State into New-Jersey, and requesting
them to write for further aid to the rest of the Eastern States.
If it is consistent with your orders, to hang in the rear of the
enemy. From these steps, and the means that may be us-ed
for raising tbe Militia of New-Jersey, we cannot but help
thinking that General Howe may soon find cause to repent
his temerity.

As we know not where to find Major-General Lee, we
must beg the favour of you to transmita copy of your letter
by some careful person, and the enclosed resolutions, to
him. If, sir, either you or General Lee will be pleased to
suggest any necessary measl1l'esin addition to those we
have taken, we shall think ourselves happy in cooperating
therein. . .

We are, sir, with the utmost respect, your most obedient,
humble servants.

ROBERT PROVOOST, JUN., TO THE NEW-YORK COMMITTJ:E 01'
SAFETY.

Fishkills, 7th December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: As there is a new arrangement lately been
made to form four new regiments for the defence of the
Province of New-York, which is to have a Paymaster to
each regiment, and my being neglected in the return made
by the Colonel unknown to me, has been the occasion of
my not applying, gentlemen, before. I pray, gentlemen,
that I may be again appointed to one of the new regiments.
I have been in the service since last April, and was then
Quartermaster, and in July was appointed by his Excellency
General Washington, Esq., Paymaster to the Third Regi-
ment, commanded by Colonel Ritzema, and expected to
have continued, until I was informed two days ago that I
shouldapp1y to this Convention for the office. I havelost
my all in Newark by the enemy; I have a large family to
support; likewise an aged falher and mother, who relies
upon me for subsistence. I beg, gentlemen, that you will be
pleased to consider my sitUation, and grant me an appoint-
ment.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
ROBT. PROVOOST,JUN.

To the honourable gentlemen of the Committee of Safety,
at Fishkills.

ABRAHAM P. LOTT TO ROBERT BENSON.

Rhinebeck, December 7th, 1776.

SIR: I send by the bearer hereof three pair of cotton
stockings, three pail' plain thread, two pair thread ribbed,
and foul' pair shoes. You will let MI'. Gouverneur ]}[orris
have the refusal of them. If you or Mr. ]}lcKessonwants
a pairof shoes and stockings,you can have them from my
house. You ha~'e the price at first cost underneath. 1
ha~ been this four days about the woods looking for the

...
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saJt. They have beeo so much frightened tbey don't know
where the salt is sent.

Sir, I remain your fi'iend to serve, ~ P L,,,EM. . OTT.
To Robert Benson, Esq., at Marble Town.
Three pair cotton stockings, 31s. Sd., New- York, - 42s. 3d.
Three pair thread, plain, - 26s. do. - 34s. Sd.
Two pair ribbed, - - - 2Ss.4d, do. - 37s.9r!.
Four pair shoes, English, - 26s.Sd., do. - 358.6d.

N. B. If Mr. Morrisdon't take them you will sell them,
and receive the money.

.ALJ:jANYCOMMITTI;E T.ONEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.
Albany Committee Chamber, 7th December, 1776.

SIR: We were honoured with your resolution of the 30th
November ultimo, respecting the two companies of Rangers
commanded by Captains Baldwin and Bradt; and in an-
swer thereto have only to inform you that we have this day
served the said Captains with copy of the said resolution, and
expect they will embark on Tuesday next.

Weare, sir, your humble servant. By order:
JOHN BARCLAY, Chairman.

To the President of the Convention of this State.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON'.

Stale of Connecticut, LebanoYJ, December 7,1776.

SIR: The General Assembly of this State, sensible of
the vast importance of supporting the great cause in which
you are so nobly strugglin~, have, at their session of the
19th of November last, made provision for raising by inlist-
ment foUl"battalions to serve under your command until the
15th of ]tIarcR next, before which time I have strong hopes
our quota of the Continental Army will be completed; and
I do. earnestly recommend it to the brave officers and sol-
diers of tbis State now in your Army, freely and cheerfully
to undertake in defence of so great, so just, and so good a
cause. The misery and wretchedness to which tbey, their
families, their friends, and their country must be reduced, if
our enemies succeed, are dreadful in idea; haw much more
dreadful and how intolerable to be realized! How can they,
how can my countrymen, born free, bred up and always
possessing liberty and property, in one of the fi'eest and hap-
piest places under Heaven, endure the thought of submitting
to tbe absolute will and pleasure of haughty masters, to do
the drudgel'Yof a conqueror, to drag out their lives as per-
petual saldiers if h_epleases, to 6ght against their friends and
countrymen, and hold their native Jand in wbjection to.praud
.and imperious lords, to.see every inch of soil and all other
property adjudged forfeit, and the fair inheritance which God
had given our fatbers, and they had transmitted to them and
us, wrested out of our hands and given to those who ha\'e
been our betrayers and murderers! The Congress, ardently
desirous to perpetuate a happy and blessed liberty to their
countrymen, have offered a very large and great reward to
those who will engage for the term of the war, or for the
term af three years, if so long needed. Every considerate
friendof hiscountry win thinkit great, when they consider
the whole amount, and as great as can be wished or borne
by the country. 'Tis not far want of a goad disposition that
they did not offer more, but a virtuous mind would not ex-
pect or wish for more. Weare not fighting for money, but
to save auI' inestimable rights, which are above all price.

I trust the term wj\l be no discauragement. It is not
likely their service will be even wanted for so long as three
years. It ise~tremdy probably this controversy will be
finished (we trust in God) happily before that time; and
then who will grudge the labour and service of so short a
period, for the unspeakably happy establishment of per-
petual liberty, property, and religion? It was an exceedinO'
grief and pain to the members of Congress, and to the As~
sembly of this State, that our friends, tbe soldiers, were
obliged to su~er many hardship.sin the last campaign, owing
to the great difficulty of procurmg all the wished-for accom-
modationsand necessaries,and to otber unavoidab]e circum-

stances, which it is expected will be remedied in future, as
many methods to provide and secureevery suitable provision
for tbe time to come. And, in addition to all that Congress
fo\' this purpose, our General Assembly have resolved their
troops shall be providedwith all proper accommodations for
sick and well, and that all refreshments and clothing shall

be furnished and deJivereu them at prime cost of purchase,
which will be a great saving, beside giving them a blanket
annualJy. I cansider them as my friends and children, so
do the General Assembly,and are most cordiaJJydisposed
to treat them with alJ tbe tendernessof parents,and will as-
suredlyexert themselvesfor their comfort. In thesecircum-
stances, and in a cause so just, so goad,sogreat, I earnestly
exhort them fi'eelyto offer themse]ves for the sen'ice of their
country. The cause is certainly tha.tof justice, liberty, and
religion, and in which they may weU expect the blessing
and protection of God, almighty and alJ gracious. I would
a]sa most earnestly exhort them to a vi'rtuo~lsand relicrious
behaviour,which wiJlassuredlymake them happy here'"and
farever.

But should it so happen, on account of the busy scenes in
which they are engaged, that there is not time to attend, or by
any other means that the inlistments should not be full in sea-
son, and the General, or in his absence, the General Officers
of tbis State, should think it necessary to request the soldiers
of this State to continue in service IonO'erthan the term of
their former in]istment till tbe quota ~an be completed, I
have it in special charge from our General Assembly in their
session the last week, and in their namp, do most earnestly
recommend it to the faithful soldiers of this State, to pay
great attention to such request, and to be assuredit wilJnot
be m~de but fi)r the .most pressingand importantreasons;
and, In beha]f of said Assembly and the whole Colony,
earnestly exhort them to consider the vast importance af a
compliance. Perhaps tbe whole salvation of their country,
themse] ves, their friends, and the families they have 01' may
have,and aJl succeeding generations,may dependon tbeir
sacrificing a desire to see their fi'iends a few days or weeks
earlier; tbe indulging wbich desiremay be the very means
of entailing on thase very fi'iends and connexions, and on
themselves, the dreadful miseries of e\'erlasting poverty and
slavery. I do also assure them, in the name of the Assem-
bly, that tbey wiJll10t only gmtefulJy remenlber their vir-
tuous spirit and conduct, but will make them a reasonable
consideration far their continuance over and abo\'e their other
wages and al1owance. What shal1 I say more? Let me
conjure them by aUthe reasonsand argumentsaforesaid,
and by every argument and motive that c'an render the en-
joyment of life desirable, not to forsake their country in her
greatest extremity, nor disappoint the bopes and earnest re-
quest of tbe General Assembly,the wisbesand expectations
of al1 their friends, for tbe sake of a supposed relaxation
from fatigue, and thereby plunge themselves and country in
perpetual hardship and slavery; but even this little advan-
tage cannot be gained in tbe presentsituation of affairs, for
the enemy have turned their force against New-England,
and most of their ships, and near one hundred transports,
with great part of tbeir army as is supposed, are now lying
against New-London, and their countrymen here are called, .

gone,and goingwith speed,in the same difficult season, to
resist the enemy, and tbose who return from the Army must
be called to join them, and can only excbange the place of
service. But I trust and hope their fi'iends, and tbeir
patrons the General Assembly, and all degrees of people,
expect and believe tbe virtuous soldiers of tbis Colony will
not turn a deaf ear to the pressing call and voice of Provi-
dence and their countr)', on this interesting and great occa-
sion,nor let our enemiesever say there was not virtue enourrh
among the Americans to save their country.

0

I am, with great esteem and regard, sir, your most obe-
dient, humble servant, J TONTH. RUMBULL.

His Excellency General Washington.
P. S. S December.-Since writing the above, the enemy's

Aeet have quilted New-Landon harbour, without attacking
tbat place, and were yesterday, above one hundred sail,
between the island of Conanicut and the main, steering
directly to Providence, and about thirty sail going into New-
port barbour, and have doubtless attacked them before tbis,
and QUI'Militia are turned that way, and we expect an army
must be established in New-England also.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Govemour _and Council of Safety,
December 7th, 1776-

Present, his Honour the Governour, ElipnalctDyer, Jabez
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Huntington, William Williams, Nathaniel Wales, Jun.,
Benjamin Huntington, William Hillhouse, Esquires.

On receiving intelligence that the Britislt Fleet have
sailed fromoff New-.London Harbour, eastward, his Honour
the Governour gave orders to stop the several n'giments
ordered for the defence of New-London, but to hold them-
selves in readiness to march to any place that may be at-
tacked, &c. .

Voled, To suffer the Prisoners sent from General Wash-
ington when at New- York, under a guard commanded by
Captain Eells, to return to Long-Island, they giving their
parole to not give any intelJigence to the enemy of what is
done or doing here, nor take up arms, or say or do any thing
against the American States; and that they will return back
to this State, at any time when demanded.

.

Resolved by this Board, That the gentlemen sent to this
State by General Washington, belonging to Long-Island,
and placed at Norwich, and now residing there, be permitted,
and have liberty to return to their several homes, for the
present, upon their and each of them giving tbeir parole as
follows, viz:

" W I.' do hereby sevel'ally and respectively promise and
engage to the Governour of the State of Connecticut, on the
faith and honour of gentlemen, that we will neitber of us
give notice or intelligence to the enemy of the United States
of America, nor hold any inimical correspondence with
them; that we will not take up nor bear arms against the
United 8~ates of America, nor act an otitmsive part against
them or either of them, but to conduct peaceably and quietly
with respect to the present contest and troubles, and return
back to this State when requiredby the Governour."

And the Committee of Inspection in the town of Nor-
wich are hereby authorized to take their parole made and
signed, and give copy thereof, and a permit to them to return.

Voted, That Captain Ephraim Bill be, and he is hereby,
appointed to cause two-thirds of the Rum of the cargo taken
on board the schooner Hannah ~ Elizabeth, to be IYuarded
and stored for the publick use; and Captain Bruce'so private
adventure, as far as this State is concerned in the prop-
erty or avails thereof, to be presented to him, and said
schooner and the remainder of the cargo to be sold at publjck
vendue; and the sale of the ship Sally, if there should be
any duck or spare rigging, cordage or sails, belonging to said
ship or cargo, 1\1r. Shaw is desired to bid off the same for
the use of this State, if to be had at a rate within the bounds
of prudence in the purchaser.

RALPH ISAACS TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

New-Haven, December 7th, 1776.

MAYIT PLEASEYOURHONOUR: I have sent by the youn"
gentleman, the bearer of this, a memorial to your Honour and
your Council.of Safety, praying that I may have the limits
of the town of Glastenbury or Durham for the place of my
residence, as long as it shall be thought necessary for me to
be ~emo~ed froo~ l~ew-Haven. As I propose to take my
family with me, It IS necessary that I should be removing
my effects assoQn as possible. For which reason I'should
be extremely obliged to your Honour if the memorial could
be heard without any delay, in order that I may be deter-
mined to whi,ch pl~ce to remove my effects. .The young
gentleman will walt to know the event of tillS matter it
there shall be a possibility of its being acted on. '

I am, withgreat respect,your Honour's most obedient
and humble servant, R L IA PH SAACS.

Governour Trumbull.

:ME:MORU.L OF RALPH ISAACS.

To the honourable the Governour and Council of Safety in
and for the State of CONNECTICUT:

The Memorial of RALPH ISAACS,of NEW-HAVEN, humbly
showeth:

That by a late act of the General Assembly in October
last he was ordered to be removed and connned to the
Parish of Pastbury, under the law of the Civil Authority
and Selectmen of the town of Glassenbury,and that the
General Assembly, holden at Hartford, on the 19th day of
1!0~emb~r last, on account?f the infirmity of your merno-
rtahst, did resolve" that his Honour the Governour with
the advice of the Council of Safety, might grant such further

enlargement to the memorialist within said town of Gla$-
senbury, or remove him to some other inland town at their
discretion, as they should judge might consist with the
safety and best good of the publick," as by said resolve
may appear. Whereupon your memorialist begs leave'to
observe, that he still labours under great bodily infirmity, and
thinks it necessary, in order to recover his health, that part
of his family should remove with him to take care of and
providefor him, and also might send for those physicians
who have attended on him and are well acquainted with
his constitution, as he is apprehensive a relapse or return of
his disorder might prove fatal unless he could have the aid
and relief of those physicians who have been so successful
as to give him much relief. He also conceives that in said
Parish of Eastbury he could not be accommodated with
those necessaries which will inevitably be wanted to attain
to a confirmed state of health.

Your memorialist, therefore, humbly prays your Honour
to permit him to have the limits of the town of Glassenbury,
or the town of Durham, under the care or the aUthority of
the Selectmen of the respective towns, or und!Jr such regula-
tions as to your Honour shall seem meet. And your memo-
rialist more particularly requests the latter town, confident
removing there will be attended with much less expense, as
also that he can be supplied with many necessary articles
of provisionIi'omhis farmat Branford; and this indulgence,
fi'om principlesof economy,your memorialistis the more
embolden to ask, as he has been a great sufferer during the
present struggles, in the lossof two vessels,and two more not
at sea,from which he can have no returns. Your memorialist
thinks there could be no detriment accrue to the State from
this indulgence. If any was likely to rise, he would not
ask it, but willingly suffer an abridgment of his own liberty,
if judged necessary for tbe good of the publick; but as he
hopes your Honour will be of opinion it may consist with
the publick safety, he humbly PI'aYSyour Honour that he
may have the liberty of the town of Durham, otherwise that
of Glassenbury; and your memorialist, as in duty bound,
will pray, &c. Dated at New-Haven, the 7th day of De-
cember, 1776.

RALPH ISAACS.

GOVERNOUR COOKE TO JAMES BOWDOIN.

Providence, December 7, 1776.

SIR : We have received a letter from General Lee, ad-
vising an embargo, in consequence of which the Committee
sitting here have laid one upon all shipping until further
orders.

The enemy's Aeet, consisting of about one hundred and
thirty sail, were seen last evening at sunset, about thirty-
five miles distant from the harbour of Newport, and stretch-
ing directly for it. Yesterday morning they made a heavy
cannonade upon New-London, and a feint of landing a body
of t!'Oops near New-London, 1 suppose with a view of
drawing our forces that way.

The troops before destined for the assistance of this State
WE)have requested General Warren to march to Bristol.
The formidable appearance of the enemy makes it abso-
lutely necessary that a large force should be assembled in
and about this town, and we must request the Great and
General Court to give order immediat.ely to such a body of
troops as they shall think necessary to march directly for
this town.

I beg the favour of you to deliver and forward the en-
closed letters with a\l despatch; and am, sir, your most
obedient and humble servant, NICH'S COOKE.

Honourable James Bowdoin, Esq.
I have the most sincere pleasure in acquaintingyou that

Mr. Hazard, a Paymaster of one of the regiments of this
State, hath just returned from the camp, and brings us intel-
ligence of a severe check given the enemy in the Jerseys,
General Putnam having attacked a body of about six thou-
sand,entirely routedthem, killed great numbers, and made
many prisoners. I congratulate you on this success; and
am, as above, &c.

GOVEflNOUR COOKE TO JAMES BOWDOIN.

Providence, December 7, 1776-five o'clock, p. m.

SIR: By expresses and other channels, I have certain
intelligence that between ten and eleven o'clock, a. m.,
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thirty sail of ships were seen coming into the harbour of
Newport, and that upwards of one hundred sail were be-
tween two and three o'clock between Canonicut and the
main land, steering directly up the river. The General
Court must be fully apprised of our dangerous situation, and
of the fatal consequences of the enemy's effecting a lodg-
ment upon the Continent, and need not any argument to
excite them to exert the force of "Jt1assachusetts.Bay upon
this most important occasion, upon the event of which the
fate of America may depend. I must request that the forces
you send may be fUl'nishedwith arms, ammunition, blank-
ets, and such provisions as they can bring. You will also
take the necessary measures to send provisions, &c., to sup-
ply them, as this State cannot afford more than is sufficient
for the' forces of this State. We may be attacked before
morning, tberefore the utmost expedition is necessary.

In great haste, I am, sir, your most obedie~t servant,
NICHOLAS COOKE.

Honourable James Bowdoin, Esq.

PROCLAMATION BY GOVERNOUR COOKE.

State of Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations.

I have just received, by express, authentick and undoubted
intelligence, that the fleet of the enemy, consisting of about
one hundred and thirty sail of men-of-war and transports,
were seen last evening about sunset off Charlestown, in this
State, about thirty-five or forty miles from Newport, and
steering directly for that harbour. As it is clear tbat they
are designed for this State, I most earnestly call upon all
miJitary officers and others of tbis and the neighbouring
States, to exert themselves in the defence of their country.

NICHOLASCOOKE, GOVtrnOur.
Providence, December 7,1776.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

State of Massachusetts-Bay, December 7.1776.

Sm: This Court have taken into consideration your im-
portant advices of December 5th, and are desirousof afford-
ing every assistancein our power. Agreeable to the resolves
enclosed, you will find, that as one quarter part of all our
able-bodied effective men now at home are raised for tbe
purpose of reinforcing the Army at or near Ne.w-York, we
have ordered those raised in the Counties of Plymouth,
Bristol, Barnstable, Suffolk, Middlesex, and Essex, to be
Inarched the lower post road to New-York, in order to be
ready to give assistanceeither to New-Port or New-London,
in case it is wanted. And lest that should not be suffi-
cient aid, we have further given orders to Joseph Cushing,
Esq., Brigadier for the County of Plymouth, at Hanover,
and George Godfrey, Esq., Brigadier for the County of
Bristol, at Taunton, to cause all their Militia in their re-
spective Counties to be in readiness to march upon the
shortest notice, with two days' provision, ready dressed, to
the assistance of New-Port, New-London, or any place on
tbe southern shore that may be attacked, and that those
Brigadiers cause their Militia to march to New-London on
any message or signal from your Honour for that purpose,
without any further orders from us. And in case your
Honour has provided any signal for an alarm, that will be
sufficient to give them notice, please to advertise those gen-
tlemen of the same, and we doubt not they will render all
the assistance in their power. We tbank you for all the
inte])igence you have afforded us, and hope we sha]) never
be wanting in every suitable expression of respect and reD'ard
for your State. May Heaven direct your cOllosels,defend
and protect you against all our common enemies.

We remain, with all due respect, your Honour's obedient
servant.

P. S. To prevent any interference of orders to the
Brigadiers, would inform that a similar letter has been sent
to Uovernour Trumbull.

COUNCIL OF MASSACHUSETTS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Council Chamber, Boston, December 8, 1776.

SIR: Immediately on receiving your Exce])ency's inti-
mations tbat it was necessary )'our A rmy should be rein-
forced with four thousand of the .Militia from this. State,
orders ""were issued to raise the men. And since that, as

our affairs grew more serious and alarming, the Court have
given orders to augment the number to about six thousand.
Every measure hath been adopted to forward the troops to
you with despatch. We can't but indulge the pleasing hope
that the intended reinforcement will arrive in season,and
that tbey will afford every assistance and support that. may
justly be expectedfrom them.

They are ordered to rendezvous at Danbury, in Connec-
ticut, where General Lincoln, who is appointed to take tha
command of them, will wait your Excellen~y's orders.

The General .Court of this State are determined vigor-
ously to exert themselves in raising.a new army, and render
to your Excellency every support in their power, notwith-
standing the alarm the enemy are spreading, by hovering
round tbese coasts with a large number of ships-of-war and
transports, perhaps with a view to divert us from these
designs.

We congratulate you on the late happy success of our
arms, and wish to be informed of the particulars of the bat-
tle near Hackensack river, and of every occul'\'ence import-
ant to the United States which may take place.

Weare, with great ree;ardand esteem, your Excellency's
most humble servants. In the name and by ordel' of Council,

JAMES BOWDOIN,President.

His Excellency General Washington.

EPHRAIM SPOONER TO MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR.

Plymouth, Dec~mber 7,1776.

GENTLEMEN: The General Court of this State having
appointed my partner, William Watson, Esq., to build the
needful barracks on the Gurnet for the soldiers stationed
tbere, we need for said business, besides the brick and lime
lately wrote for per Captain Hickling, viz: 12 m. four-
penny nails, 7 m. ten-penny nails, 5 m. twenty-penny ditto,
one hundred feet glass, 6 by 8. Must earnestly desire the
favour you'll send them by the first vessel. Would propose
they should come by Captain Benjamin Bartlett, now at
Boston, in a schooner belongingto this place,os we can't
proceed in building the barracks without the above articles,
and tbe soldiersmuch exposed. Must beg the favour you'll
send them by all means. Mr. Watson would have wrote
you, but he is now confined to the hospital with the small-
pox.

Am respectfully, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
EPH'M SPOONER.

To the honourable Board of War.

BRIGADIER HARNDEN TO GENERAL WARREN.

Woolwich, December 7, 1776.

SIR: I received your Honour's orders, and have proceeded
as far as" I could; but not having no acts from the hon-
ourable Court, am at a loss how to proceed, and do request
of you to send them to me as soon as possible, there being
none in the County that I know of; nor is thiJre any com-
missions ever come for the Mifitia, that they might be
furnished witb commissions for the First Regiment. If
the County of Lincoln has had none, I would pray your
Honour to send both the acts and commissions, ifit be
agreeable to your mind.

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
SAMUEL HARNDEN.

To the Honourable Major-General Warren.

ORDERS TO COI.ONEL WENTWORTH.

State of NEW-HAMPSHIRE to JOSHUA WENTWORTH, Esq.,
greeting:

Pursuant to a vote of tbe Council and Assembly, for
raising and proportioning five hundred men out of the M i1itia
in this State, to reinforce the Continental Army in the State
of New- York, you are hereby requested to raise, by draft
or otherwise, thirty-two able-bodied effective men, well
equipped, out of the regiment under your command, to
remain in the service until tbe first day of March next,
unless sooner discharged.

In raising wbich men you are to call on the alarm list, as
weJl as trained band.

The men that shall be raised, Colonel Jonathan ~IQulton' s
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regiment, are to be with you, and to form one company.
The Field Officers of said regiments are to appoint one
Captaill and two Lieutenants. The non-commissioned
officers to be appointed by the company. Each Captain is
to have eight pounds, Lieutenants five pounds eight shil-
lings, Sergeants tnree pounds eight shillings, Corporals,
Drummers, and Fifers, three pounds four shillings, privates
three pounds, for one month, advance wages, and two pence
per mile for travelling expense. You are appointed muster-
master and paymaster of the mE:nto be raised in your regi-
ment, and to make return to the Assembly or Committee in
recess as soon as may be.

N ATH'L FOLso~l,
Chairman for Committee appointed for the purpose.

Given at Eveter, the 7th of December, 1776.

SILAS DEANE TO COUNT VERGENNES.

Paris, December 8th, 1776.

SIR: I received last e\'ening a letter fi'om my friend Dr.
Franklin, at Nantes, which place he was to leave last Sun-
(Jay morning, so that I expect him in Paris this day, or
early to-morrow. Mean time I have and shall caJefully
attend to the hint given me, and am confident he will do
the same. His arrival is the common topick of conversa-
tion, and has given birth to a thousand conjectures and
reports, not one of which I have given ground for, having
constantly declared that I am ignorant of the motives of his
voyage or his business.

I have the honour to be, &c., SILAS DEANE.

B. FRANKLIN TO JOHN HANCOCK.

Nantes, 8th December, 1776.

SIR: In thirty days after we left the Capes of Delaware,
we came to an anchor in Quiberon Bay. I remained on
board four days, expecting a change of wind proper to
carry the ship into the river Loire; but the wind seeming
fixed in an opposite quarter, 1 landed at Auray, and with
some difficulty got hither, the road not being well supplied
with meansof conveyance. Two days beforewe sawland,
we met a brigantine from Bordeau/x, belonging to Cork, and
another from Rochefort, belonging to Hull, both of which
were taken. The first has on board staves, tar, turpentine,
and claret; the other Coniac brandy and flax-seed. There
is same difficulty in determining what to do with them, as
they are scarce worth sending to America, and the mind of
the French Court, with regard to prizes brought into their
ports, is not yet known. It is certainly contrary to their
treaties with Britain to permit the sale of them, and we
have no regular means of trying and condemning them.
There are, however? many here who would purchase
prizes, we having already had several offers from persons
who are willing to take upon themselves all consequences
as to the illegality.

Captain Wickes, as soon as he can get his refreshments,
intends a cruise in the Channel.

Our friendsin France have been a good deal dejected
with the Gazelle accounts of advantages obtained against
us by the British troops. 1 have helped them here to re-
cover their spirits a little, by assuring them that we still face
the enemy, and were under no apprehensions of their two
armies being able to complete their junction.

I understand Mr. Lee has lately been at Paris, that Mr.
Deane is still there, and that an underhand s\lpply is ob-
tained from the Government, of two hundred brass field-
pieces, thirty thousand fire-locks, and some other military
stores, which are now shipping for America, and will be
convoyed by a ship-of-war.

The Court of England, Mr. Penet tells me, (Ii'omwhom
I have the above intelligence,) had the folly to demand Mr.
Deane to be delivered up, but were refused.

Our voyage, though not long, was rough, and I feel
myself weakened by it; but 1 now recover strength daily,
and in a few days shall be able to undertake the journey to
Paris.

I have not yet taken any publick character, thinking it
prudent first to know whether the Court is ready and willing
to receive Ministers publickly from the Congress, that we
may neither embarrass her on the one hand, or subject our-
selves to the hazard of a disgraceful refusal on the other.

I bave despatcbed an express to Mr. Deane, with the
letters 1 had for him from the Committee, and a copy of
our commission, that he may immediately make the proper
inquiries, and give me information. In the mean time, I
find it is generally supposed here that I am sent to nego-
tiate, and that opinion appears to give great pleasure, if I
can judge by the extreme civilities I meet with from num-
bers of the principal people, who have done me the honour
to visit me. I have desired Mr. Deane, by some speedy
and safe means, to give Mr. Lee notice of hii'>appointment.

I find several vessels here laden with military stores for
America, just ready to sail. On the whole, there is the
greatest prospect that we shall be well provided for another
campaign, and much stronger than we were the last. A
Spanish fleet has sailed with seven thousand lano forces,
foot and some horse. Their destination unknown, but sup-
posed against the Portuguese in Brazil. Both France and
England are preparing strong fleets, and it is said tbat all
the Powers of Europe are preparing for war, apprehending
a general one cannot be very distant.

When 1 arrive at Paris, I shall be able to write with
morecertainty. I beg you to presentmy duty to the Con-
gress,and assure them of my most faithful endeavoursin
theiI' service.

With the sincerest esteem and respect, I have the honour
to be, &c., B. FRANKLIN.

To his Excellency John Hancock, Esq., President of Con-
gress.

B. FRANKLIN TO THE COMMITTEE OF SECRET CORRESPOND-
ENCE.

Nantes, 8th December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: After a short but rough passage of thirty
days, we anchored in Quiberon Bay, the wind not suiting
to enter the Loire. Captain Wickes did e\'ery thing in his
power to make the voyage comfortable to me; and I was
much pleased with what 1 saw of his conduct as an officer,
when on supposedoccasions we made preparation for en-
gagement; the goodorder and readinesswith which it Wa.s
done beingfar beyondmy expectation,and I believeequal
to any thing of the kind in the best ships of the King's
fleet. He seems to have also a very good set of officers
under him. I hope they will all in good time be promoted.
He met and took two prizes, brigantines, one belonging to
Cork, laden with staves, pitch, tar, turpentine, and claret;
the other, to Hull, with a cargo of flax-seed and brandy.
The Captains have made some propositions of ransom,
which, perhaps, may be accepted, as there is yet no means
of condemningthem here, and they are scarce worth send.
ing to America. The ship is yet in Quiberon Bay, with
her prizes. I came hither from thence seventy miles by
land. I am made extremely welcome here, where Amer-
ica hasmanyfriends. As soon as I have recovered strength
enongh for the journey, which I hope will be in a very few
days, I shall set out for .Paris.

My letter to the President will inform you of some other
particulars.

With great esteem, I have the honour to be, &c.,
B. FRANKLIN.

P. S. December 10th.-l have just learnt that eighty
pieces of the cannon, all brass, with carriages, traces, and
every thing fit for immediate service, were embarked in a
frigate from Havre, which is sailed. The rest were to go
in another frigateof thirty-sixguns.

CAPTAIN COOK TO MARYLANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY.
December 8th, 1776.

HONOURED GENTLEMEN: Our people'stime will expire
some time this month, and the beginning of next; and as
there is wages given as far as ele\'en pounds per month in
the merchant service, it is very possible tbat many of them
will leave the service of this State, without due encouraO'e-
ment. I'm informed that there is a resolve made by ~be
honourable Convention of this State giving twenty dollars
bounty for able seamen, and ten pounds for ordinary sea-
men. I'm in hopes this bounty will engage the whole'
of them, or the greatest part to the service, provided it's
a.dvert.ised. I hope for your instructions in this case, and:
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should take it as a singular favour you would provide for me
the resolv~s of this State, or Congress, that is relative to the
Daval department, that I may act accordingly. I'm doing
al1 I can to get the ship away before Christmas, and mal{e
flOdoubt of its being so, provided we can keep our people
together.

Since I wrote the above, I received your favour of the
6th instant, and it gives me pleasl1l'eI can be supplied with
canvas. Mr. Hollingsworth bid for the snow fourteen hun-
dred pounds and upwards. I believe he went as far as he
thought the value of her, but was overbid. The schooner
Nancy, one of our prizes, I make no doubt will answer your
purpose if large enough. The Captain of her informs me
she is a good vessel and well found.

As I expect to see you in a few days, I shall have an
opportunity of talking further with you, therefore shall trou-
ble you no further at present, but am, honoured gentlemen,
your very humble servant, G CEO. OOK.

The honourable Council oC Safety, A.nnapolis.

DR. SHIPPEN TO GENERAl, W;\SHINGTON.
Bethelem, 8th December, 1776.

My DEAR AND HONOURED SIR: With much difficulty
and a small loss I have got all the sick, except twenty who
were too ill to remove, to Easton, Bethelem, and Allenstown;

.

where in a few days I flatter myself they will be as happy
as sick soldiers ever are.

I must mention to your Excellency that the moving of
Doctor Morgan's stores, that have not been used these three
months, have cost the Continent I verily believe as much
as their first cost. Would it not be well to have tbem
opened here, and the useful ones be employed for tbe many
sick who want tbem, and the remainder stored up? You
know, sir, how particular some folks are in doing business.
Your orders will be necessary. The Congress have ex-
plained their resolves, and ordered Dr. iJ'lorgan's duty to
lay entirely on the east of Hudson's river.

As it is possible that an action will happen between your
and General Howe's Army, I have thought it necessary
that some gentleman of eminence should be near your Ex-
cellency and the Army, in case of extraordinary accidents,
for which purpose I know of no one more proper or better
qualified than the bearer, Dr. Cochran, who will wait your
Excellency's commands in this department.

As soon as my great family can be left with propriety, I
shall do myself the honour of waiting on you also. In the
mean time I sincerely wish success to your arms; and am,
dear and honoured sir, your affectionate and very humble
servant, W. SHIPPEN,Jun.

His Excellency General Washington.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 9th.]

Mr. Berkley's Summer seat, December 8th, 1776.

SIR: Colonel Reed would inform YOllof the intelligence
which I first met with on the road fmlll Trenton to Prince-
ton yesterday. Before I got to the latter, I received a second
express, informing me that, as the enemy were advancing by
different routes, and attempting by -one to get in the rear of
our troops, which were there, and whose numbers were small
and the place by no means defensible, they had judged it
prudent to retreat to Trenton. The retreat was accordinaly
made, and sinceto this sideof the river.

0

This information I thought it my duty to communicate as
SOOIlas possible, as there is not a moment's time to be lost
in assembling such force as can be collected, and as the
object of the enemy cannot now be doubted in the smallest
degree. Indeed, I shall be out in my conjecture (for it is
only conjecture) if the late embarkation at New- York is
not for Delaware river, to cooperate with the Army under
the immediate command of General Howe, who, I am in-
formed from good authority, is with the British troops, and
his whole force upon this route.

I have no certain intelligence of. General Lee, although I
have sent frequent expresses to hIm, and lately a Colonel
Humpton, to bring me some accurate accounts of his situa-
tion. 1 last night despatched another gentleman to him,

(Major Hoops,) desiring he would hasten his march to the
Delaware, in which I would provide boats near a place
called Alexandria, fOI' the transportation of his troops. I
cannot account for the slowness of his march.

In the disordered and moving state of the Army, I cannot
get returns; but, from the best accounts, we had between
tbree thousand and three thousand five hundred men before

. the Philadelphia Militia and German battalion arrived.
They amount to about two thousand.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, YOI1I'
most obedient servant, Go. W ASHING'1'ON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENER4t, MAXWELL.

Falls of Delaware, South side, 8th December, 1776.

S1R: As it is a matter of the utmost importance to pre-
vent the enemy from crossing the Ddaware, and to effect
it, that all the boats and water-craft should be secured or
destroyed, I do hereby earnestly request and desire that you
will take upon you the care and superintendency of the
matter. At Tinic1lln a parcel of boats are to be collected
for the transportation of the troops under the command of
Major-General Lee; but of this as little should be said as
possible, lest the enemy avail themselves of some arh'an-
tage from the knowledge of it. These boats should be
kept under a strong guard. The boats at other places
ought, in my opinion, to be destroyed or removed to Tini-
cum, lest they 5hould be possessed by some stratagem of the
enemy.

You will see that the regiment sent up to guard the hither
ferries are properly distributed and the officers instructed.
At the places of passage above, you will endeavour, from
the Militia of this State or that of Jersey, to obtain sufficienl
guards; in order to do which, I do hereby invest you with
all the powers intrusted to me for that purpose, and dO'
mOl'eover authorize you in the strongest terms to invite the
Militia of both States, as occasion may offer, to join this
part of the Army, or that under the command of Major-
General Lee, in the common defence of their rights, liberty,
and property.

Trusting in your activity and care, io having all the boats
as high up a~ there can be the least danger of their being
procured by 0'1' for the use of the enemy, secured or de-
stroyed, and wishing you much success in it, I am, with es-
teem and respect, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,

Go. W ASHINGTO'N.

To Brigadier-General MaxweU.

MATTHIAS WILLIAMSON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.
Morris-Town, December 8th, 1776.

SIR: I had the honour of receiving your Excellency's
two letters of the 5th and 7th instant. I can declare to
your Excellency with the greatest trutb, that with the utmost
punctuality and despatch on receiving Governour Living-
ston's orders, I wrote letters to the Commanding Officers of
the Militia of this State, to draw out their battalions, and
join the Army under your immediate command, or tbe corps
under my care, as most contiguous. I am sorry to say, that
although there was great necessity for them to exert them-
selves at this imporlant crisis, very few of the Counties of
Essex and Bergen joined my command.

At this time I have no influence in either of those Coun-
ties, but have it from good intelligence that many who bore
the character of warm Whigs have been foremost in seeking
protection from General Howe, and forsaking the Americml
cause.

Colonel Thomas, of Essex County, is with us, but has no
command of men. I don't think he has more than fifty men
of his whole battalion.

Not ahove twenty privates from Newark have joined liS;
not one from Acquacanunck; nor a field officer from either
place.

Colonel Ford's regiment makes up the principal part of
the troops here, and it is chjefly owing to his zeal in the
A.merican cause, as well as his great influence 'with tbe
people, that the appearance of defence at t~js post has been
kept up.

ColonelSimes, of Sussex,has joined us, but his number
of privates is inconsiderable. I ::;houldbe glad to have
made out a return of the brigade to your Excellency, but



~--_._~ --

~-
OFFICERS PRESENT.

Rank
Com'issioned. Staff. Xon- and Fik.

Comm'd.

-.;
I.

>.
c .;~0

~""-0 ,...
i£: ...

COMPANIES. Q I~ <E~C .; !~.; . "" .. '"~t ~!e ~'" C <0::: .,
~.. cd

'"-.; c a
'"

~...
c .. ,; -OJ.:::j;!i~l::E ~p..
0 :; o .....

= ::I,s.. .
'" E '"~-0

'"
-;;;'1Q.~ '-,' cd

"
~e '" .I<!

::E
cd ::s

""Id'c
~.g

Q ;:j _::. ~::._:~ Uj 0 c.. 00__H _
11_ 2 1 111

-- - ---"-

1"'$....
..... .... ] 1 4 1

WilJiams............ - --2--- - 1 7 5
~Harmer... ... .. .. ... - -11--- 1 - 7 4

-;;:; Dorsey.............- -11--- 1 1 6 2
p.. Jenkins.............- --2--- 8 -
t:3 WilJitt.. .... . .. ... .. - --2--- 12 1

fJ:.::;~:: :::: :::::::

F

--2--- 1 1 7 1
-i11--- 1 - 6 3

---1---
4]3

-1-
Total. .. .. .. .. .. ... 1 1 11 3:131111[1 47' 117

1121 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., DECEMBER, 1776. 1122

my indisposition puts it out of my power. Colonel Ford
has had the command since we arrived here; I took so great
a cold on the late march, which fell into my limbs, as has in
a great measure confined me to my room, and disabled me
from joining the brigade. I rode out yesterday about four
miles to Passaick, our chief post, and taking fresh cold, am
now entirely confined to my room.

I feel sensible pain at some E;xpressionsin your Excel-
lency's last letter, which imply that I had not done all in
my power to assemble the Militia under my command.
Could your Excellency be possessed of a knowledge of my
solicitousness and endeavours to bring them out, I am sure
you ,,'auld conclude that the man who had informed or in-
sinuated otherwise, had used me very cruelly. I can declare
before God, I have worried myself to the heart in endeav-
ouring to serve my country to the extent of my power.
General Mercer is knowing to many difficulties I laboured
under to keep tbe Militia together, while he had tbe com-
mand at Elizabethtown. Upon the whole, I am so entirely
disabled from doing my duty in the brigade, Ly my lame-
ness, tbat I bave wrote to Governour Livingston to request
his acceptance of my resignation, and have ventured to
recommend Colonel Ford as the properest to succeed in
that command.

I am, with the greatest trutb, sir, your most obedient and
most humble servant, MATTHIASWn,LIAMsON.
To his Excellency General Washington, &c., at Trenton.

P. S. Enclosed is a coVy of the orders I sent Colonel
Ford the moment I received Governour Livingston's com-
mand to call out the Militia. &c. Similar to this was sent
to all the commanding officers of the different Counties, in
the eastern division of this State.

Elizabethtown, 26 November, 1776.

SIR: By express just now received from bis Excellency
Governour Livingston, I am desired to call out all the
Militia of this State; therefore, on the receipt hereof, you are
ordered to bring out all the Militia in your County immedi-
ately, and march them down to Elizabethtown, and see that
each man is furnished with a gun, and all his ammunition,
accoutrements, blanket, and four days' provision, and when
they arrive, to join tbeir respective companies and regiments.

I am, sir, your humble servant, M W. ILLlAJlISON.

To Colonel Jacob Ford, Jun.

P. S. SIR: You will please to send two men off to your
County, express, with your orders to have these orders im-
mediately put into execution. Order the express to call on
me, to take a letter to Sussex.

GENERAL LEE TO A COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS.
[ Read 10th. ]

Morris-Town, December 8th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Enclosed is a return of the Militia already
assembled. More are expected in. The whole will, it is
said, make by to-morrow morning one thousand. My corps
that passed the North River will amount (for we are con-
siderably diminished) to seven-and-twenty hundred; in fact
our Army may be estimated at four thousand. If I was
not taught to think that the Army with General TfTashing-
ton had been considerably reinforced, I should immediately
join bim; but as I am assured he is very strong, I should
imagine we can make a better impression by beating up and
harassing their detached parties in their rear, for which pur-
pose a good post at Chatham seems the best caJculated. It
is at a bappy distance fromNewark, Elizabethtown, Wood-
bridge, and Boundbrook. We shall, I expect, annoy, dis-
tract, and consequently weaken them in a desultory war;
but we are so ill shod and destitute of ligbt-borse, that the
troops are in a bad condition for this species of service. I
must do 'em the justice to say, that they have noble spirits,
and will, I bave no doubt, render great service to their coun-
try.

I am, gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your most
obedient, humble servant, CHARLESLEE.
The Honourable Richard Henry Lee and Benjamin Rush,

Committee of Congress.
FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. III.

GENERAl, LEE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Morris-Town, December ye 8th, 1776.

DEARGENERAL:Colonel Hump/on willgive you a return
of the Militia already assembled, and of tbose (if it can be
called a return) expected. The whole will, as it is said,
make by to-morrow morning one thousand. My corps that
passed the North River wilJamount (for we are considerably
diminished) to seven-and-twenty hundred; in fact our Army
may be estimated at four thousand. If I was not taught to
think that your Army was considerably reinforced, I should
immediately join you; but as I am assured you are very
strong, I should imagine we can make a better impression
by hanging on their rear; for which purpose, a good post
at Chatham seems the best calculated. It is at a happy
distance from Newark, Elizabethtown, Woodbridge, and
BoundbrooK. It will annoy, distract, and consequently
weaken 'em. As to your Excellency's idea of surprising
Brunswick, the post I propose taking offers the greatest
probability of success. But we are so ill shod and destitute
of light-horse that this desultory war is hard upon the poor
soldiers; but must do 'em the justice to say that they have
noble spirits, and will, I have no doubt, render great service
to their country.

God bless you, General. Yours, most sincerely,
CHARLES LEE.

His Excellency General Washington, Trenton.

GENERAL LEE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Chatham, December ye 8th, 1776.

DEARGENERAL:Major Hoops has just delivered to me
your Excellency's leIter. I am certainly shocked to hear
that your force is so inadequate to the necessity of your
situation, as I had been taught to think you had been con-
siderably reinforced. Your last letters proposing a plan of
surprises and forced marches convinced me 'that there was
no danger of your being obliged to pass the Delaware; in
consequence of which proposals I have put myself in a
position the most convenient to cooperate with you by at-
tacking their rear,

I cannot persuade myself that Philadelphia is their object
at present, as it is almost certain that their wbole troops
lately embarked have directed their course to the Eastern
Provinces; for Spencer writes me word that half of it has
passed the Sound, and the other half turned the southwest-
ern end of Long-Island and steered eastward. I detached
Colonel Warner and Mons. lt1almadie to take the direction
of the Rhode-Island troops, who are without even the figure
of a General. It will be difficult, I am afraid, to join you;
but cannot I do you more service by attacking their rear?
I sballiook about me to-morrow, and inform you further.

I am, dear General, yours, C LHARLES EE.
To his Excellency General Washington.

A Return of the First PENNSYLVANIARegiment of Foot
in the service of the UNITEDSTATESOF AMERICA,com-
manded by Colonel JOHNP. DE HAAS.

N_ B. The First Pennsylvania Regiment WM raised to October 27th,
1776.

JOHN P ATTEItSON, Adjutant.

New German-Town, December 8th, 1776,

71
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JOHN HARING TO GENERAL GEORGE CLINTON.

Clarkstown, December ye 9th, 1776.

SIR: I just now came to this p1ace, where I found seve-
ral memLers of our County Committee assembled together,
who requested of me to send you "the enclosed letter, which
I now do, with much pleasure, and do not doubt but you will
do every thing in your power to procure uspr6tection.

I am, sir,younincere friend and very humble servant,
JOHN HARING.

Brigadier~General George Clinton.

GENERAL l\l'DOUGALL TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Haverstraw, 9 December, 1776.

SIR: The rainy weather in our march fmm the White-
Plains brought on a fit of the rheumatism, which has de-
tained me here, but I am now in a fair way to get rid of
it.

This State consistsof but fourteen Counties. The enemy
have five Counties, and part of two others. If they get
possession of these, they will get a representation of the
majority of the State, and make a "surrenderof our rights.
It is therefore of the utmost importance that they should be
prevented of that advantage, which they will not fail to avail
themse]ves of, if some exertion is not made by you. The
southernmost part of this County is ravaged by the enemy,
plundering the friends of the country of theil' property,"
and disarming them, at Orange- Town. Some of them are
flying to the country, others flying for that protection to the
enemy which we do not afford tbem. If some speedy relief
is not afforded them, I fear they will aU,or the greatest part
of tbem, subniit to tbe enemy jand if this event takes p]ace,
they \ViIIgreatly aid the enemy in crossing the mountains,
to sbow the siric~rity of tbeir submission. The securing
these passes will be greatly assisted hy advanced posts;
and whatever corps ate there, can easily retire to the last
stahd. For these reasons, as well as for the honour of the
State, it is abso]utely necessary that three 01' foUl'hundred
men should be posted at Orange- Town. General Lee
cannot at present give any protection to that part of the
country, because he is ordered to advance as far as :Morris-
town, if notto join General Washington. It was with great
reluctance he quitted West- Chester, as he saw the lower
part of the County would be exposed to the enemy, from
which they can derive greatsllpp6rt. I write this in"haste,
and must refer you for pal'ticu] aI's to the bearer.

I have the honour to be, your \'ery humble servant,
ALEX. McDOUGALL.

To the Honourable the President of the Convention, or the
Chairman of the CommiUee of Safety of the State of
New-York,"at Fisltkill.

COLO"/'h:L HAY 'j'OGENERAL HEA.TH.

Haverstraw, December 8th, 1776,

DEARSIR: Enclosed I send you a letter from Colonel
Magaw, which was delivered to me by Mr. Livingston,
who came up to the place'in a schoonerwith a flag of
truce. I have consented that the schooner might proceed
as far as Verplank's Point, and there wait for your answer
whether they might proceed any further up the river.

I beg you will despatch the bearer as soon as possible.
I am, dear sir, your most obedient, humble servant,

A. HAWKES HAY.
To Major~General Heath, Peekskill.

N. B. The gentlemen want to go to the Convention .of
this State.

.0_.o..._

JOHN COE AND OTHERS TO GENERAL GEORGE CLINTON.

December 9th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: W e ar~ somewhat doubtflil whether you have
received any true state of the condition we are in, and how
distressed many of 0\11'neighbours are; therefore, we beg
leave to inform }:ou, that the King's troops, our cruel and
merciless enemies, have last Saturday been in Orange-
Town, have taken someprisoners and robbed others. The
Engli.~h troops and the Tories make great havock; the lat-
ter insult and abuse the Whigs in a manner not to be borne
with. Part oCthe Militia of Bergen County are now taking
up arms against us, and unless we, soon get assistance the

southern part of Orange County will be laid waste. We
beg you would consider how hard it is for the men to be
taken away, their effects destroyed, and the women and
children sllfferinrr. This is now the case, and will continue
unless we have ~ssistance, or unless the men will agree to
take up arms against their country.

Pray lay our case before the General, who commands
where you are, and endeavour to get relief for us under our
present situation. If a body of men should be sent, we hope
nothing shall be wanting on our pat't to drive the enemy out
of our neighbourhood.

We are, sir, your most obedient servants,
JOHN COE, JOHN COLEMAN,

JOHN SMITH, DIRCK V ANDERBELT,

THEORUS POLHEMUS, JOHANNES V ANDERBELT.

Brigaaier-General George Clinton, at or near Fishkill.

(;ENERAL WADSWORTH TO GENERAL HEATH.

North-Castle, December 8th, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: By order of General Spencer I send,
under the care of Lieutenant Paine, a number of persons
taken upas dangerous to the American States, a particular
account of which I suppose be has or will transmit to you,
he being now at Bedford and expected here to-morrow.
Nothing new here. It is rurnoured tbe enemy's fleet lately
sailed are lying off New-London.

I am, with great respect, your most obedient servan t,
JAMES 'W ADSWORTH.

Major-General Heath, Peekskill.

GENERAL HEATH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Peekskill, December 8th, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: Yesterday afternoon Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Vose arrived here from Albany, with Greaton's, Bond's,
and POTter's regiments, making in the who]e between five
and six hundred men, on their way to join your Excellen-
cy. I am furnishing them with tents, provisions, &c.; and
not a moment's time shall be lost in facilitating their march.
They do not disembark here, but fall down to Haverstraw,
and will begin their march this day.

Generals Gates and Arnold will be at Goshen this night,
with Patterson's, Stark's, Poor's, and' Read's regiments.

We have information, that besides the ships which sailed
through the Sound to tbe eastward, several large ones, the
Asia, Eagle, &c., sailed round Long-Island. It is con-
jectured by many that they are bound to Halifax to winter,
and that barracks for the reception of a large body of troops
have lately been built there.

A number of valuable prizes have heen taken to tbe east-
ward, in particular one with arms, clothing, &c.

General Spencer is removing to Crom-Pond, where the
stores which were at North-Castle are deposited. The
heavy artillery, consisting of one brass twenty-four pounder
and seven iron twelve-pounders, is at this place.

General George Clinton is pushing the obstructions in
the river. I have ordered Colonel De Roussie's Canadian
detachment tojoin him.

A great number of convalescents left here by General
Lee, and others co1Jected from the Jerseys, North-Castle,
Stanford, &c., many of whom can never be of any service,
but a burden to the publick, I think had better be discharged,
return home, and recruit, after which many of them will
inlist. "

I think the recruiting service is pretty successful. Should
be glad to be informed if the men: belonging to one State
are to inlist under officers belonging to another, as there is
a diversity of opinions on the matter. My own opinion is,
that they ought not; but perhaps I am mistaken.

We are impatient to heal' from YOUI' ExceJlency,and to
know the truth of things, as many reports prevail here: one
day that you are retreating before the enemy, tbe next that
you have obtained some signal advantage, kiJIed some prin-
cipal officers, &c.

By a personwho has just made his escape from the ene-
my, I am informed that they are building barracks in Fort
Independence, neal' King's Bridge.

I have the honourto be, with great respect, YOUI'Excel-
lency's most humble servant, "Ur HH . ~~ATH.
To his Excellency General Washington, at Trenton.
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COMMITTEE TO COOPERATE WITH GENERAL GEORGE CLINTON.

At a meeting of the Committee appoirited by the Repre-
sentatives of the State of New- York, in Committee of Safety
assembled, agreeable to a Resolution of the said Committee
of December 8, 1776:

I.n Commit~ee of Safety for the State of New-York, ~
. Fishkill, December8', 1176. 5

Resolved, That a CO(lunittee of three gentlemen be re-
quested to go immediately to General George Clinton, at
New-Windsor, vested with fun powers in conjunction with
General Clinton, to call out the Militia of Ulster and
Orange Counties, and to station them at such places as
they may think will contribute most to the safety of this
State and the general interest of America.

Resolved, That Mr. Robert R. Livingston, General
Scott, and Mr. Duer, be the said Committee.

Extract from the Minutes:
ROBER?,' BENSON, Secretary.

Present: Brigadier-General George Clinton, Brigadier-
General Scott, R. R. Livingston, Esq., William Duer,
Esq.

Resolved, That all the Militia of Orange and Ulster,
not at present in the Continental service, and which com-
pose the brigade commanded by Brigadier-General George
Clinton, be forthwith ordered to march, properly armed and
accoutred, and with four days' provision, to Chester, in
Oran~e County, there to receive further orders from Briga-

NEW-YORKCOMMITTEEOF SAFETYTOGOVElWOtJRTRUMBULL. dier-General Clinton. That the said Militia be allowed
b Comroitteeof Safety for the State of New-York, ~ Continental pay and rations, and one penny per mile in

Fishkill, December8th, 1776. 5 lieu of rationstill tbey come to the placeof rendezvous.
SIR: The confusion into wbich every thing has been Resolved, That General George Clinton be empowered

thrown at Philadelphia by the enemy's rapid progress, has, to make use of the Arms and Accoutrements belonging to
we suppose, prevented tbe Congress from applying to us or this State and now at .New- Windsor, for the purpose of
you for aid, much as they at present want it, of whicbyou equipping such of the said Militia as are not armed.
will judge when we inform ~'ou that General Howe is at Resolved, That Colonel ~Malcom be requested and au-
Brunswick with ten thousand men; that Genera] Washing- thorized to exert all the influence which he possibly can to
tQn is at Trent()71,.witb an army of about six thousand strong. induce the men under his command, and such others as
We think it, therefore, our duty to meotiop tbese facts to he can procure, and to continue in service till the last day
you, .and to entreat you, by that regard you have hitherto of December, and that he be annexed to the brigade com-
testified for the glorious cause in which we are engaged, QO manded by Brigadier-General Clinton.
this occasion speedily to exert YOlJrwhole force. Should Resolved, That General George Clinton b~ empowered
r;ix thousaod men cross into .tbeJerseys, where General Lee to give a gratuity of one donar to each man of Colonel
pow is with two brigades, and unite' themselves to him, or . ltlalcom's reo-iment who will consent to remain in service
General Gates, who is likewise on his march with some till the first day of January. . ..

troops, the panick which universally prevails in New-Jersey Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that
would be removed; a considerable body of the Militia would General Cb:nton march with his Militia the companies of
probably flock in to your assistance, and the enemy, shut in Rangers raised in the County of Ulster, under the com-
between two armies and having their supplies cut off, might maud of Captain Jacob De Witt and Captain Hasbrouck.
dear1y pay for their temerity. The fleet that is sailed up tbe And whereas, in the opinion of the honourable General
Sound is evidently designed as a feint, to draw your attention Congress, and /i'om the measures pursued by the enemy, it is
from the object that ought principally to engage it, and to evident that the security of the United States depends prin-
keep any part of the force of the New-England States from cipally upon the preservation of the State of New- York,
where it is most manifestly wanted. Though this embarka- which can only be effected by preventing the passes of the
tion ought not to be neglected, yet from the number of troops Highlands, on Hudson's river, from falling into the hands
in New-Jersey, those that have gone up the Sound cannot of the enemy; yet it is the firm intention and earnest desire
be very formidable. We cannot but hope that so fair qn of the Convention of this State to give every assistance pos-

*

GENERAL HEATH TO GENERAL LEE.
Peekskill, December 8th, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: Yesterday afternoon Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Vose arrived at. this place from Albany, with Greaton's,
Bond's, and Porter's regiments, makin.g in the whole be-
tween fivE)and six hundred men. I bave advised them not
to lose a m.oment's time, but to fonow you immediately. I
am furnishing them with provisions, tents, &c., and they
will begin the\r ~arch this day., . ..

Captain Willzams, of Greaton s, mforms me thIs mOrnmg
that General Gates had sent forward orders for the troops to
rendezvous at Goshen. He had not received your letter
until he heard from you that they might know what route
to take.

I have advisE)d the trOOps here to proceed, as it is most
probable General Gates, who is to be at Goshen this night,
will join them on the road.

.

I submit it to you, sir, if it \Vouldnot be best to send an
express back, with such directions as yon may thi~k proper,
either to halt them on the road from Goshen, untIl General
Gates comes up, or march forward and join you without loss
of time.

I am, dear General, your most humble servant,
W. HEATH.

Major-General Lee.

P. S. General Gates has with him Paterson's, Stark's,
Read's, and Poor's regiments.

GENEJ,t.U:. »E.A~.» TO GOWN~L HAY.

Peek's Kill, December 13th, 1776.

DEAIl SIR: I have just received your famur, enclosing a
letter from Colond 'M~agaw. I would have you treat the
6ag with the utmost politeness and respect, at the same time
with as grE)atprecaution.

The schooner is not to proceed farther up the river. You
will acquaint the gentlemen, that if they have any letters to
the Convention, they shall be safely conveyed therE) by a
messenger who shalI be appointed for that purpose; but that
they are not to be permitted to pass there themselves. It
will be best to converSe with them at the shore; or if it
shol!ld be necessary for them to advance to an house, it
ought to be the firsf;and if any stores, provisions, &c., qre
at the place, it will not be amiss to blindfold those who land
until they arrive at the house. But I think it wiJI be best
to treat with them at the beach.

You will give notice to Colonel Tupper to keep a vigi-
lant look-otJt this night.

l am, dear sir, yours affectionately,
To Colonel Hay.

W. HEA'ra.

opportunity of distressing the enemy will not be foregone,
especially as there is no telling what consequences may
attend the enemy's uninterrupted progress through a coun-
try by no means free from disaffection.

All that can be ex pected from us in our present weak and
dismantled s.tate has and shall be donE). NinE) hund(ed of
our Militia, well armed and appointed, are ready in the field,
and occupy SOmE)passes at which General WashingtOi~ has
directed them to be stationE)d, Tbe Militia. of two Cmlll~
ties were put under General Heath'$ cQmmanrl, and are
under marching orders.

You will be pleased immediately to. writE) to the Eastern
States. on tbis impOJtan.t subject, and to let us know what
nlJrnber of troops you are like to collect, and whether we
can give you any assi.stance in purchasing 01" forwarding
provisions for them.

I am, with great respect, your Honour's most obedient
and very hum hIe servan.t.

By order of the Committee of Safety:.
PIEJ,tJ;lEV.ANCOR"rLANDT,Vue President.

The Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour oJ
the State of CQnnecticut.
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sible to any of their sister States, or to the United States in
general, consistent with that grand object.

Resolved, therefore, That it is the opinion of this Com-
nlittee, tbat General George Clinton be ordered either to
join the Army under the command of Major-General Lee
or Major-General Gates, provided it be the intention of
either of these officers to form a separate army for the pur-
pose of falling upon the enemy's rear, or cutting off their
supplies, and that he vigilantly attend to the motions of the
enemy in such a manner that he may be able to retain the
passes of the Highlands on Hudson's river.

Resolved, That if it shaH. be the orders or intentions of
Major-General Lee or Major~General Gates to join the
main body of the Continental Army, that nevertheless
General Clinton do forthwith march into the State of New-
Jersey, as far as he think consistent with the preservation
of the passes of the Highlands, and that he exert himself to
the utmost in collecting and rousing the spirits of the Militia
of the said State, and in overawing and curbing its disaf-
fected or revolted subjects, whenever he shall be called
upon by a proper civil or military authority of said State.

Resolved, That Colonel Duboys be requested to attend
General Geor!{e Clinton on this expedition.

Resolved, That a copy of the above Resolutions be trans-

mitted to General Heath, and that he be requested to give
every necessary assistance to General Clinton in carrying
the same into execution.

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Committee, the
regiments commanded by Colonel Huntingtoll and Colonel
Tyler may be safely put under the command of Brigadier-
General George Clinton, as he will take care, from time to
time, in case the motions of the enemy should require it,
that the pass at the Ramapo should be properly secured.

Resolved, That in case General Clinton shall be per-
mitted to draw off the above-mentioned regiments from the
pass at Ramapo, that he be empowered to supply their
place with as many of the Militia under his command as
he shall think necessary.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee that
General George Clinton should be supplied with two field-
pieces, fort)'-five thousand cartoucbes, tents for fifteen hun-
dred men, and as many small-arms as shall be necessary for
supplying such of the Militia who may stand in need of
them, and that the same ought to be issued from the Con-
tinental stores.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee that
a Deputy-Commissary and one of the Assistant Quarter-
master-Generals of the Continental Army, should attend the
brigade of Militia under the command of General George
Clinton.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee that
the sum of six thousand pounds should be ad\'anced to
General George Clinton from the Treasury of this State, in
order to supply any expense which may accrue in the exe-
cution of the above-mentioned Resolutions, which is before
unprovided for.

Resolved, That a Letter be sent by express to Major-
General Gates, enclosing copies of these Resolutions, and
tbat he be requested to forward copies of the same to Major-
General Lee.

By order Committee: ROB. R. LIVINGSTON.

New-Windsor, 8th December, 1776.

SIR: The Convention of the State of New- York have
not received /i'om the General Congress or his Excellency
GeneraITJ1ilshington,and are much alarmed at the progress
of the enemy and the languor that prevails in the Militia
of the State of New-Jersey, which they attribute, in some
measure, to the presence of the enemy, and tbe little pros-
pect they have of receiving any assistance within their
State.

The Convention wish to use every measure in their
power, consistent with the safety of this State, which in a
great measure invol yes that of the Continent, to induce tbe
people of New-Jersey to make tbe proper exertions for their
own preservation. To this they conceive nothing can con-
tribute more than forming an army in New-Jersey out of the
troops under your command, or those that are with Major-
General Lee, and such Militia as can be colIected in this or
the neighbouring States, which we are very well satisfied

wouldSOO11 be formidable to the enemy,cut off their sup-
plies, and overawe the disaffected, while General Washing-
ton, being reinforced by the Southern troops and Militia,
would be in a state to meet them in front.

What measures we have taken, you will collect from the
resolutions which we do ourselves the honour to transmit.
In addition to this, we have written to Governour Trumbull,
suggesting tbe propriety of sending at least six thousand of
the Militia of that State in NeVi-Jersey, and requesting him
to write for furtber aid to the rest of the Eastern States. If
it is consistent with your orders to hang on the rear of the
enemy, from these steps and the means that may be used
for raising the Militia of New-Jert;ey, we cannot but help
thinking that General Howe may soon find cause to repent
his temerity.

As we know not where to find Major-General Lee, we
must beg the favour of you to transmit a copy of your letter
and the enclosed resolutions by some careful person to

.
him. If, sir, either you or General Lee will be pleased to
suggest any necessary measures, in addition to those we
have taken, we shall think ourselves happy in cooperating
therein.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient,
humble servant.

By order of the Committee:
ROB. R. LIVINGSTON.

To the Honourable Horatio Gates, Major-General.

Dalston's Tavern, December 9, 1776, ten o'clock at night.

SIR: Since the resolutions which are referred to and
enclosed in the above letter were agreed to, General Clin-
ton and myself were reqnested by the Committee to pro-
ceed to Goshen, where we understood you was expected
this evening, in order to know the route which the troops
under your command propose taking, and to confer with
you on other matters, which are the objects of these resolu-
tions.

I am sorry we were not forLUnate enough to meet with
you; but from the intelligence we have received from your
Aid-de-Camp, Major Pearce, and from the route which we

find General Lee has taken through Prince town, we find
that the intentions of both your Armies is to join General
Washington, and not to form a separate Army in order to
fall on the enemy's rear.

In compliance, therefore, with his orders, General Clinton
wiII be under the necessity of confining himself to the objects
specified in the resolution marked No.7, unless he should
learn from either General Lee or yourself, that your inten-
tions are to form another arm)" on the rear of the enenlY.
For this purpose he desires me to inform you, tbat he will
immediately order his troops to rendezvous at the place
called H City, near Kakeat, in Orange County, at the
parting of the road whicb leads to Tappan and Paramus,
where be will be ready to obey your orders, so far as they
are consistent with the objectsof the enclosedresolutions.
The force he will have with him will consist of about fifteen
hundred men.

By the latrst accounts, we hear that General Washington
is daily receiving strong reinforcements from the :Militia of
Jersey and Pennsylvania; in consequence of which, he
might probably be induced to form an army for the purpose
of hemming in the enemy in the rear, were he made ac-
quainted with the measures pursued by the Convention of
the State of New- York. I have therefore to request the
fa\"our of )'ou to have copies of the Committee's letter to
you and of the enclosed resolutions, transmitted immediately
by express to his Excellency General Washington and to
MajOl'-General Lee, in order that they may pursue such
measuresas tbey shall judge best calculated fm' the general
good.

I am, sir, with great
vant,

respect, your obedient, humble ser-

W M. DUER.

Major-General Gates.

SAMUEL TUDER TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE 01>'ARRANGEMENT.

Poughkeepsie, December 9, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: 1\11'. Ivers having declineddoingany more
for the ships, and YOUl' orders being to fit them for sea by
spring, would inform you that after the rigging we have
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spared, shaH fall considerably short to fit the ships out; we
shall therefore be under the necessity to get some person to
relay what riO"O"inO"may be wanted, out of the old rigging on
board the br{'tP~lly, Captain Redfield; for which pm'pose
would recommend the bearer, MI'.Degrushe, who, we think,
very capable. Mr. Ivers being willing to serve the cause,
will either sell his tools he bas here, or let them on reason-
able terms. Captain Anthony Rutgers can give you Mr.
Degrushe's character as a rope-maker. As the season is so
favourable, we s,houldbe glad of your answet' by first oppor-
tunity, that Mr. Degrushe may go to work, if you approve
of him.

We expect the stuff for tbe gun-carriages soon; and as
we must have the dimensions of the guns before the car.
riaO"escan be made, should be glad to know where the guns
ar:' and whetber it would not be prudent to send a person
to take measure of them.

There will be wanted a number of stores to fit the ships
for sea. Would submit it to your honourable House,
whether it would not be prudent to appoint Captain An-
thony Rutgers to assist in providing them. Agreeable to your
desire, we have appointed MI'. Stephen Hendricks of this
place to take care of the stores. Should be glad you would
let us know whether we shaH agree with him, as you stipu-
late his wagE'S, to go to the yard once a day.

I am, with great esteem, gentlemen, your very humble
servant,

SAMUEL TUDER.

To the Honourable Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., PresIdent
of the Convention of the State of New-York, at Fish-
kill.

JAMES CUYLER TO JAMES DUANE.

Albany, December 9th, 1776.

Dt':AR SIR: Colonel Van Schaack bas returned to the
Committee of Arrangement Mr. Van Valkenbcuph amongst
the number that declined to serve. Mr. Van valkenbrugh
is now here, and has requested me to write you, and begs his
name may not be taken off the arrangement, and in the com-
pany he was fixed to, and that he now has consent from his
parents. I think him a very fine young fellow, and should
be sorry to lose bim. He also assures me that Mr. Samuel
Thorn will accept. He has received a letter from him.
Mr. Henry Devandorph, who was given up to us as indiffer-
ent, has, since we were at Saratoga, done some very extra-
ordinary services. This I have from Colonel Van Schaack;
and I believe he will make a good officer. He is [ul1 of
spirit and pride 1 know, and from what I can learn, he is
sorry for the offence he has given some time ago to one of
his Field Officers.

I am, sir, your most obedient,
JAS. CUYLER.

To the Honourable James Duane, Fishkill.

GENERAL WOOSTER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
'

Saw-Pitts, Ry~, Connecticut, December 8th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I have not had a line from you since I left
Philadelphia, therefore conclude I am entirely forgo"tten by
Congress; but, howevet., I have not forgot the interest of my
distressed country. If the honourable Continental Congress
has any furtber service for me, 1 shall take it as a favour to
be informed of it. This, sir, will be handed you by an
express which ha ve forwarded from Governour Trumbull to
his Excellency General Washington, General Lee, &c., to
acquaint them that on the 5th instant a fleet of about eigbty
transports and eight large ships-of-war, anchored off New-
London, and were there on the 6th, being the last accounts
from them. They passed this place on tbe 4th, in the even-
ing. I learn by deserters from Long-Island, who left the
fleet, that tbey have about eight thousand men on board-
a bad sitUation for our eastern people, and not a General
Officer in that part of the country; but I hope Providence
will work deli verance for us. The express must go on ; I can
therefore only add, that I am, sir, with the greatest esteem,
your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,

DAVID WOOSTER.

His Excellency John Hancock, Esq., President of the Con-
tinental Congress.

PROVIDENCE (RHODE-ISLAND) TOWN MEETING.

At a town meetincrof the town of Providence, especially
called and convened by warrant on Sab.bath day morning,
December 8th, A. D. 1776, the Hon. Stephen Hopkins,
Esq., Moderator.

Whereas a large body of the enemy have arrived in the
Narraganset-Bay, and it is probable soon intend to attack
this town; and in order that proper defence may be made:
It is voted, That the Hon. Stephen Hopkins, Esq., Colo-
nel Jonathan Arnold, Colonel John ~~lathewson, MI'. Jo-
seph Browne,ColonelBarzillai Richmond,ColonelJoseph
Nightin[!ole, Colonel James Angell, and Mr. Sumner, be,
and they hereby are, appointed a Committee to examine
the most suitable places for erecting and making proper
Batteries and Intrenohments for the defence of the pubhck
aO"ainstthe enemy. And they, or the major part of them,OJ.

G .agreeing to make report to his Honour the overnour, ID
order tllat if he sees fit he may direct the troops under
his command immediately to go to erecting said Batteries,
&c. That the same Committee, after having agreed upon
proper places, proceed to mark out the ground, in order that
said troops may as soon as possible proceed to work there-
on. .

Voted and Resolved, That William Wheaton,Esq., Mr.
Paul Allen, Mr. Benjamin Cushing, Jun., Edward Tlmr-
ber, Esq., be, and they hereby are, appointed a Committee
immediately to collect all the Tools in town proper for
makinO"Intrencbments, taking down in proper lists the
namesoof those who furnish the said Tools, with the parti-
cular articles supplied by each person.

Resolved, That all the male inhabitants of this town, of
sixteen years of age and upwards, appear under the com-
manding officersof their respective companies, at the Court-
House parade, at three o'clock this afternoon, all those who
are equipped with arms, accoutrements, knapsacks, and
blankets, and those who are not fully provided with those
articles that they can furnish. And it is expected that no
person whatever who is an inbabitant, and capable of bear-
ing arms, will neglect to appear at time and place,afo:esaid.
And that the Town Sergeant and the Town Cner Imme-
diately publish this vote through the town.

Resolved, That Mr. David Lawrence be empoweredto
procure a number of Bakers immediately, to bake a quantity
of Bread sufficient for the men assembled on the present
alarm. THEODOREFOSTER,Town Clerk.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

On board the Warren, offPatuxet, December 8th, 1776, ~
at 8 o'clock, a. m. 5

SIR: I received yours this morning, dated November 7th,
and think we can secure what prisoners you may please to
send, provided they are sailors, or to be treated as such.
That or any other service which the State requires tbat is
in my,power,sha1lbe done with plerlslll'e.

~
have nothing

new smce my last. Have not heard any disturbance last
nigbt nor guns. You mention a handbill enc]osed, ?ut there
was none in your letter. If there should be any sailors that
are idle, think I could employ them to advantage. I have
sent a boat to Newport for intelligence, but she is not y~t
returned.

I am, sir, your humble servant,
ESEK HOPKINS.

To the Hon. Nicholas Cooke, Esq., Governour of the State
of RhQde-L~land.

cmlMoDoRE HOPKINS TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

On board the Warren, off Patuxet, December 8th. 1776, ~
at 5 o'clock, p. m. 5

SIR: About twelve o'clock this day the English fleet
came in to the westward of James-Town, a1l but three, who
stood to the eastward for Secunnet Point. There is in the
whole upwards of one hundred sail. Some of them an-
chored at the nortb end of Connanicut, and the rest were
under sail at four o'clock.

I am, sir, your humble sen'ant, ,
ESEK HOPKINS.

To the Hon. Nicholas Cooke, Esq., Governour of the State
of Rhode-Island.
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COMMODORE HOPKINS TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

On board the War.en, Patuxet, December 8th, l
6 o'clock, p. m. 5

SIR: Captain Hacker, in th~ sloop Provi~ence, w~nt
down this afternoon below Provulence, and a ship gave him
chase, but she run ashore. He saw one ship down by
Dutch Island and one off Hog Island. And Mr. Barron
has returned from Rhode-Island, and says the enemy landed
at ei"ht o'clock this morning eight thousand men, and took
poss:ssion of the whole island, without opposition, and he
thinks have got most of the stop-k. How many of our men
have got off he can't tell.

I think if the ganeys are manned they would be of ser-
vice down here. Captain Chase is up Taunton river. If
the men could be prevailed upon to come here, they would
be of service, as it is not likely they will go far out of pro-
tection of the ships.

.

I am, sir, your humble servant,
ESEK HOPKINS.

To the Hon. Nicholas Cooke, Esq., Governour of the
State of Rhode-Island.

GOVERNOUR COOKE TO JAMES BOWI)OIN.

. Providence,December 8th, 1776,ten o'clock, p. m.
SIR: It is with great concern I inform you that the great

force of the enemy obliged the small body of troops we had
upon Rhode-Island, to quit it with precipitation. They
have left about fifteen or twenty cannon, having taken off a
great part of the stock, and all the ammunition and stores.
The enemy are now in full possession of that island. A
detachment marched to the north end of the island, and
fired upon our last boats, but without killing any body. By
a letter from General West, who was upon the island, and
by information from Lieutenant Baron, t~ey have landed
about eight thousand men, a force too formidable to have no
other object in view than Rhode-Island. I must entreat
the General Court to exert the force of the State with all
possible expetlition, as the fate of 1merica may .depend en
the present moment. And I can t help acquamtlllg )'OU,
that no troops from the ~lassachusetts had arrived at or near
Rhode-Island when it was yesterday evacuated. We have
also intelli"ence of sixty sail more of transports coming down
the Sound~ Without any view of giving a lead, I would
beg leave to mention to you that General Lincoln possesses
the confidence of the people of this State, and would be a
most acceptable officer.

I am, with great esteem and
dient, humble servant,

To the Hon. James Bowdoin.

respect, sir, your most obe-

NICH's COOKE.

GOVERNOUR COOKE TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 26th.]

Providence, December 8th, 1776. l
Past ten o'clock, p. m. 5

SIR: It is with great concern that I give you the dis-
agl'eeable intelligence that the enemy, with a fleet consisting
of seventy-eight ships-of-war and transports, entered the
hftrbour of Newport yesterday. We had about six hun-
dred men upon Rhode-Island, who were obliged to evacuate
it with the loss of about fifteen or twenty heavy cannon,
havino- taken off the ammunition and stores and the greatest
part J the stock. The enemy having fuBpossessionof the
island, I am informed by General West and Lieutenant
Baron, of the Providence, that they landed this morning,
about eight o'clock, with eight thousand men, who marched
in three divisions, one towards Newport, the second towards
Howland's Ferry, and the third to Bristol Ferry, where
they arrived time enough to fire upon the boats that
brought over our last men, but without doing any damage.
I have sent repeated expresses to the ~lassachusetts-Bay
and Connecticut. The forces of the fortner are upon their
march, as I believe the latter one also.

In great haste, I am your Honour's most obedient, hum-
ble servant,

NICH'S COOKE;

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq.

P. S. We have also inteJ]igence of sixty sail more of
transports coming down the Sound.

JAMES WARREN TO THE COT.lNCIL OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Plymouth, December 8, 1776.

SIR: I beo- lea ve to represent to you that there ha ve been
seventy or m~re Iris~men. pri~oner~ in this town fo.r several
weeks, and that I thlllk It hIgh tIme the Councilor the
Court should take some order about th8m. If they are not
permitted to go home,they must be removed fro~ he~e
without delay. They grow very troublesome. The mhabl-
tants are much alarmed, and I fear some disagreeable con-
sequences wiB soon ensue, either from their insolence and
numbers united with the many Tories here, or from the
necessit~ the people may think there is for attending to their
own security. This must surely be the most improper place
in the world for such a number of prisoners. I beg your
attention to this matter; and am, with great respect, your
most humble servant, J. WARREN.
Honourable James Bowdoin, Esq.

I dare not leave home unless they are removed or se-
cured.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO GENERAL WASHJNGTON.

Council Chamber, Boston, December 8th, 1776.

SIR: Immediately on receiving your ExceBencts inti-
mation that it was necessary your Army should be remforced
with four thousand Militia from this State, orders were issued
to raise them. And since that, as our affairs grew more
serious and alarming, the Court have given orders to aug-
ment the number to about six thousand. Every measure
hath been adopted to forward the troops to you with de-
spatch. We can't but indulge the pleasing hope that the
intended reinforcement wiIl arrive in season, and that they
will afford every assistance and support that may justly be
expected from them.

. They are ordered to .rendezvous ~t
Danbury, in Connectlcut, where General Lzn.coln, ~ho ]S
appointed to take the command of them, wlIl walt your
Excellency's orders. The General Court of this State are
determined vigorously to exert themselves in raising. a ne:v
army, and render to your Excellency every support 111theIr
power, notwithstanding the alarm the enemy are sprea~ing
by hovering round these coasts with a large number of shlps-
of-war and transports, perhaps with a view to divert us from
their designs.

We are, with great regard and esteem, your ExcelJency's
most humble servants. In the name and by order of
Cou~cil, JAMES BowI)OIN, Pres't.

MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY TO GENERAL LEE.

Boston, December 8, 1776.

SIR: The General Court have received your favours of
;lIst, ;l2d, ;l7th, and 30th November last, and gratefuJly
acknowledge your care in favouring llS with all necessary
intelligence. With pain we read the disasters that have be-
faIlen us, but yet are not dispirIted. Immediately on receipt
of your first letter, we forwarded to the camp supplie.s, in
addition to what we bad sent before, of shoes, stockmgs,
and blankets. Are now exerting, and shall continue to exert,
ourselv.es for affordino- to the Army every species of clothing
in our power. We had issued orders for raising a part of
all our able-bodied effective men at borne when your first
letter was recei\'ed, and we bave pursued every means we
could devise for expediting their march, and hope they will
all seasonably arrive in camp, to support anI' common cause,
and that their number will not fall short of six thousand men.
\Ve are now contemplating the most effectual measuresfor
raising with vigour our quota of the Continental Army, and
are determined to call into action every power and strain
every nerve in support of our liberties. We eari)estly re-
quest your frequent correspondence, which will give us
great pleasure. The alarming accounts we have for four
or five days successively recei\'ed, of a large naval force
near New-Port, though it may embarrassour proceeding;:;,
yet will not divert us from our purposes. Our ardent wish is,
that you may be succeeded in your exertions in the common
cause, in which we shall not L1il to cooperate with you.

To General Lee.

P.::;. The General Court have just laid a general em-
bargo on all shipping.
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MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO GOVERNOlHt TRtrMtHJLL.

December 8, 1776.

SIR: Immediately upon the receipt of your letter of the
5th instant, communicating the important intelliO"ence of the, u 0
enemy s movements towards Hew-London or New-Port, a.nd
your apprehension of their designs against one or both those
places, requesting the assistance of this State, the Genera.l
Court took the necessary measures for succollring their sister
States, by a remforcement from our Militia, which was or-
dered to march for the State of Rhode-Island, &c., or Con-
necticut, or both, as the exigency of affairs should require.
But being since informed by Governour Cooke that the
enemy had cannonaded New-London, made a feint of land-
ing there, quitted it, and were actually entering the harbour
of New-Port, and proceeding with their whole force up the
river, we have issued new orders, and directed our Militia to
proceed to Bristol and Providenr:e, agreeable to the most
earnest request of Governour Cooke, thinking the move-
ments of the enemy since your favour have rendered it un-
necessary to throw any part of our Militia into your State.
You may rely upon it the General Assembly of this State
have a grateful remembrance of the virtuous and patriotick
exertions of Connecticut in favour of ltlassachusetts in the
days of our more immediate tribulation, and will in their
turn vigorously exert themselves for the relief and assist-
ance of any of the neighbouring States, more especiaHy for
yours. We thank you for YOUI'intelligence, and beg the
favour of being informed of any future essential motions of
the enemy.

In ihe name of the Council, I have the honour to be,
with great respect,&c., J BAMES OWDOIN.

To Govemour Trumbull.

lIIASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Boston, December 8, one o'clock, p. m., 1776.
. SIR: This just serves as a cover to letters from G overnour

Cooke, of Rhode-Island, and General Lee, and a resolution
of this State laying an embargo on all outward-bound ves-
sels, and to request your State to pass a similar resolution.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

December 8, 1776.

SIR: Since our last of this day, sent by your express who
arrived here yesterday, the General Court have further or-
dered the Honourable Joseph Cushing,Esq., of Hanover,
Brigadier of the County of Plymouth, and George Godfrey,
Esq., of Taunton, Brigadier of tbe County of Bristol, im-
mediately to march the whole Militia of their respective
Counties to Bristol or Providence; and have also ordered
Colonel Wood's and Colonel Holman's regiments from lVor-
cester County, and Colonel Wheelock's regiment from this
County, and also a company of train, consisting of fifty
men, officers included, to march forthwith to Providence.
The whole are to take orders from you or the commanding
officer from this State, and directed to march, equipped witb
arms, necessary accoutrements, and ammunition. The train
take only three days' provision, and are to apply to you for
furthernecessaries. .

We thank you for the intelligence you have communi-
cated, and beg the favour of being informed of all the im-
portant movements of tbe enemy.

In the.name of the Council, I have the honour to be, with

. much esteem, your Honour's most obedient, bumble servant,
JM,IES BOWDOIN, President.

To Govemour Cooke.

COLONEL MITCHELL TO MASSACHUSETTSASSEMBLY.
[December 8th, 1776.]

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS: In obedience to the
establishment I have ordered a Sergeant's guard, consisting
of a Sergeant and nine men, to SIlCO river; a Sergeant and
ten men to Kennebeck river; and the like number to Harps-
well; who proceeded for their several stations eight days
since. I should have sent out guards before, but apprehend-
ed the necessity of the works carrying on here, which are
now considerably forward, demanded the presence of all the
troops stationed at this place. Larger numbers, I thought,
could not be spared consistent with the publick service; but

if I have erred herein,your Honours' orderswill determine
my future conduct.

I take th~ liberty to represent to your Honours, that
cannon are much wanting, without which our fortifications
must be rendered useless, except to the enemy. J need

urge no further to your Honours the necel'1~it)'of having a
~upply of canno~, and you are not unacqua~nted with ;he
Itnportance of tIllS ~ost, not only to the ProvJllce of Mawe,
but to the prcservatlon of all the United Colonies.

I am, with profound respect, your Honours' very bumble
servant,

JONATHAN MITCHELI~.

To the honourable the Council and House of Representa-
tives of the Colony of Massachusetts-Bay.

CAPTAIN AYRES TO MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR.

Lynch, Cape-Ann, December 8, 1776.

SIRs: As I found it impossible to gel a pilot for the shoals
in Boston, and having your orders to look into Cape-Cod
harbour, concluded I should be furnished there, and yester-
day at forty minutes after twelve, discovereo a ship and
schooner at anchor there, stood in to be fully satisfied till past
one o'clock, then I saw the ship loose her topsails and sheet
them home; I hove about and stood to the northward, and
anchored here about nine o'clock last night. ShaH get a
pilot and pursue my voyage instantly. I believe it's the
~Milford or Liverpool, with Burk's schooner.

I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant,
JOHN AYRES.

To the Honourable Board of War.

:: Spithead, Eng1and,December9, 1776.
Arrivedthis day fromQuebeck hisMajesty'sshiptbe Isis,

Commodore Douglas, with General Burgoyne, his Aids-de-
Camp, Sir Francis Clerke, and Captain Gardner, as also
MI'. Alexander Davison, and Mr. Thomas Ainslie, and
bring accounts of our Army having returned from Crown-
Point, to go into winter quarters at S~. John's, 1Uontreal,
Chamblt, and Quebeck. They also bnng accounts of the
Rebels at Ticonderoga having put a twenty-gun ship on the
stocks, and are making great preparations for another en-
gagement on Lake Champlain next spring. The Isis left
Quebeck the 8th of November, when General Carleton was
expected there hourly. Sailed from Quebeckat the same
time the Blonde frigate, Captain Pownall, who is ordered
on a cruise on the banks of Newfoundland for a few weeks.
Left at Quebeck the Triton frigate, the Garland, and the
Viper sloop-of-war, which are to winter there, as are also
about twenty transports. On the 7th instant, spoke with the
Thames ship-of-war, with fourteen sail of transports under
convoy for New- York, off the Land's End, all well.

ARCHIBALD BUCHANAN TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Ba]timore-Town, December 9th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I desiredMI'.StephenStewart, who I saw
some time ago in Baltimore, to acquaint you that it was
time to send up masters for the gondo]as. Anchors and
cab]es we ought to have immediately; we cannot launch
them without. One of them is in my way, where I want
to raise a ship. It is best to have masters before they are
launched, as they sometimes want some alterations..

Captain Matthews,of Harford, mentionedto me he had
some reason to expect one of them. I imagine he will be
ready as soon as you please.

Your answer will oblige, gentlemen, your most humble
servant, ARCH.BUCHANAN.

The honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.

STEPHEN STEWARD TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

December the 9th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I understand you have some ship-bread in
town. The yard is now without. I shall be much obliged
to you to order five 01'six barrels down by Captain Hamond,
and the tallow I mentioned to you some time ago.

I am your most obedient servant,
STEPH;EN STEWARD.

For the honourable Council of Safety.
N. B. When am I to get guns for the galley?
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JOHN CAREY TO MARYLANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Schooner Resolution, December 9th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I have the honour to inform you that I am
arrived safe at the Capes, and with a promising fair wind;
also the pleasure to inform you tbat the vessel goes exceed-
ingly better th:}n was imagined j as coming down the bay I
have bad an opportunity of trying ber on a wind and'bf>fore
it, and in all manners, but going with the wind quartering,
bave run tbe Ninety- Two hull down in le5S tban five hours,
and have several times shortened sail for tbe pilot boat, and
of which the pilot can assure your Honours of the truth of
tbe above.

Your Honours may depend on my doing my utmost en-
deavours in making the best of my way to Martinique, and
in every respect fully fulfilling the orders tbat you have been
pleased to honour me with.

I am, and shall ever remain, your Honours' most obedient,
humble servant, J COHN AREY.

The honourable Council of Safety for the Province of Ma-
ryland.

P. S. The pilot is an able, serviceable man, and has
conducted the vessel in every respect to my entire satisfac-
tion.

PENNSYLVANIA COlTNCIL OF SAFETY.

"
In Congress, December 9, 1776.

"Whereas General Washington hatb repeatedly applied,
and yesterday has renewed his application, for an immediate
reinforcement for the defence of tbis city and State:

"Resolved, That the Council of Safety be requested
this day to send expresses, that may be xelied on, to the
several Counties in Pennsylvania, earnestly requesting that
they march what troops they can collect, armed amI pro-
vided in the best manner possible, to the Army under com-
mand of General Washington.

" Extract from the Minutes:

" CHARLES THOMSON,Secretary."

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, December 9, 17'76.

FELLOW-COUNTRYMEN: By all that is dear and valuable,
we entreat you to march, without delay, to join General
Washington's Army, now in Bucks County, agreeable to
the above resolve of Congress. Every thing that is inter-
esting to human nature depends npon it. Do not hesi-
tate, or repentance may succeed to inactivity. Our citizens
have exerted themselves like men. Let their examples
prevail upon you to act vigorously, and we may yet be

free, and be happy. Do not wait to collect large bodies,
but send off such as are ready by detachments.

By order of Council :
THOMAS WHARTON, Jun., President.

PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

In Council of Safet l '
Philadelphia, ~

December 9th, 177&-hal -past 8 o'clock, p.m.5
SIR : We have undoubted intelligence that a body of the

enemy's Light-Horse was at a place called the Cross-Roads,
about nine mile above Burlington, and a report prevails
that an advance party are at Burlington. From circum-
stances it may be too true j we therefore wish to call your
Excellency's attention to a ferry about four miles below
Burlington, called Dunk's Ferry, where the river is nar-
row, and may afford the enemy a better chance to pass and
cut off the communication between this city nnd your Army
than any other on the river. We intend to order one (and
the only one that is now here) of tbe galleys up to that
place to intercept their passage if they should attempt it.
We submit to your Excellency the propriety of ordering
the galleys down towards tbat pass. If you should approve
it you will please to give orders accordingly.

By ordel' of Council:
THOS. WHARTON; Jun., President.

JA!IES MEASE TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

D~cember 9th, 1776.
SIR: The demands on me for money for pay of the

Maryland troops and your Mi]itia, are so considerable, that
I want a further supply to answer them, as well as to dis-

charge some debts incurred for the purchase of necessaries.
Ibeg, therefore, you will be pleased to apply for a draft for
fifty thousand dollars, that I may have some money in the
chcst in case a removal of the Treasury should be thought
necess,lry shortly.

Lam, with infinite respect, your most obedient, humble
sel'vant, J MAMES EASE.

To the Honourable John Hancock.

THE J'ttEMORIAL OF ELISHA PAINTER.

[Read 10 January, 1777: Referred to the Board of War.]

To the honourable the Delegates of the Thirteen UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, in General Congress assembled:

The Memorial of the subscriber humbly showeth :

That your Honours' memorialist being honoured with
a commission from your Honours on the fifth day of July
last, to serve as a Major in a regiment ordered by your Hon-
ours to be raised for tbe Continental service, whereof Seth
Warner, Esq., was appointed Colonel; and your Honours'
memorialist being endowed with grateful sentiments, hath
ever been disposed to pay that gl'ateful acknowledgment
which is due for the notice your Honours have taken of the
faithful and arduous services of your Honours' memorialist
in the defence of the rights and liberties of America, the
promotion of which darling cause hath been the study and
pursuit of your Honours' memorialist from the beginning of
the unnatural war between Britain and the AmericanStates
unto this time, and still continues disposed to the same; yet
you I"Honours' memorialist feels himself much mortified to
find (after all his unceasing endeavours to serve the pubJick
cause, and the fatigues and hardships he hath endured
therein) that two of the Captains appointed to serve in
the aforesaid regiment hath manifested much uneasiness
and dissatisfactionby reason your Honours' memorialist hath
a commission, which they tbink should have been given'to
one of them in preference to your Honours' memorialist,
which groundless uneasiness and dissatisfaction has occa-
sionedthe representation wbich was made to your Honours
by Colonel Warner on the 10th day of September last,
whereupon your Honours, on a report from the Board of
War on the 12th day of the same month, resolved that your
Honours' memorialist be directed to repair to the city of
Philadelphia, that the matter might be inquired into. In
obedience to which direction, YOUI"Honours' memorialist is
now come to the afol"esaid city, waiting your Honours'
orders to be inquired of concerning the matter aforesaid,
which matter of uneasiness and dissatisfaction represented
by Colonel Wamer is not through any fault or blame of
your Honours' memorialist; neither is any crime or fault
charged on bim in said representation; and as your Honours'
memorialisthath done nothing to occasion any uneasiness
with the dissatisfied Captains above-mentioned, or any other
pel"son concerned in the matter, and as he is not accused of
doing any thing-to occasion the said dissatisfaction, he rests
on your Honours' impartial inquiry into the matter; and the
just settlement of the same is not doubted by your Honours'
most obedient and devoted humble servant,

ELISHA PAINTER.
December 9th, 1776.

I, Giles Gaylord, who served in the Continental Army in
Canada last fall, thl"ough the winter, and last spring, do
certify, that I was a Lieutenant of Captain Elisha Painter's
company, in General Wooster's regiment, from December
last to the expiration of the time said regiment engaged for.
I was at the siege of St. John's last fall, when the said Cap-
tain Painter belonged to Colonel James Easton's regiment,
who was in the said siege a]so; but Captain Painter being
sent on command to Sorell, with his CoJonel, we did not
meet again until the beginning of December, at Montreal, at
which place I engaged to serve with him as Lieutenant, in
General Wooster' 8 regiment. We soon filled our company,
and served out the time of our engagement, but no com-
missions was sent to us, nor to the other officers in the regi-
ment; and I understood that to be the case with the officers
of Colonel Easton's regiment, to which Captain Painter
belonged previous to his engagement for the winter cam-
paign. Indeed, I understood the officers in general who
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served in Canada received no commissionsthere; and about
the time Captain Painter received orders to raise his com.
pany, many men in that Army, who thought themselves not
well used by their officers, determined to go home when
their times were out; on which the General, knowing our
con guest in Canada could not be secure without men, gave
orders that those men who would engage for the winter
campaign might inlist into what corps, regiment, or company
they should choose; on which, many of the men who would
not reengage with their old officers, being acquainted with
Captain Painter's character as an officer, repaired to him
to inlist, to that degree that his company soon filled up, Ly
wbich means Captain Painter suffered tbe reproach, resent.
ments, and ill-will of a number of those officers whose men
left them and ifJlisted with him, some of which officers have
not been wanting to try to hurt and injure Captain Painter
in his character, while other men acquainted with the mat-
teI', thought their resentment ill-grounded. However, to do
justice to Captain Painter, and to whom it may concern, I
will describe something of a character which I think him
entitled to. He is an officer who sets good examples to his
men, and discountenances and reproves their bad conduct.
He never uses bad language himself, or approves of it in
those under bis command. Hard drinking, gaming, and night
routs I never knew or heard of bis being guilty of; but
applied himself with attention to his duty in the service of
his country. He is a friend to good order, regulation, and
discipline; at the same time treats his men with that ten-
derness and care that becomes an officer to do. He appears
to be on prinipcle an established friend to the cause of lib-
erty, and to act from a principle of honour. I found him,
during my whole acguaintance with him, to be just and
honest. He never detained his men's wages in his own
hands, but frequently paid them faster than he received
money for them. He is of a steady, regular behaviour, gov-
erned rather by judgment and reason than by passion and
humour. He is an officer of, true and steady courage. I
never heard cowardice imputed to him, even by those who
have tried to injure him. He served faithfully in Canada
during the time of his service there, which was till about the
last of A'Iay, at which time he came away with credit, and
in as good standing as the other officers of the said Army,
and about the beginning of last June I left him at Albany,
on his way down, and bave not since seen him till lately.

Attest: GILES GAYLORD.

October the 5th, 1776.

Camp on Harlem Heights, October 6th, 1776.

To whom it may concern:
We, the subscribers hereto, being acguainted with the above

subscriber to the foregoing certificate, do esteem him to be
a person of truth and veracity, and believe he is esteemed
to be so in general, whose testimony may be depended upon.

Attest:' SIMONADAMS,Lieutenant.
STEPHEN DEWEY, Capta'tn.
STEPHEN GOODWIN, Captain.

Camp on Harlem Heights, October 8th, 1776.

The above-named Giles Gaylord, doth now before me, on
honour, solemnly affirm, declare, and testify, that the above
and within certificate by him subscribed (to the best of his
knowledge) is the truth, and nothing else.

Attest: JOHN FELLOWS, Brigadier-General.

vent them from stealing a march upon us fi'om above; for I
am informed if they cross at Coriel's Ferry, or thereabout,
they are as near to Philadelphia as we are here.

From several accounts I am led to think that the enemy
are bringing boats with them. If so, it will be impossible
for our small force to give them any considerable opposition
in the passage of the river; indeed, tbey make a feint at one
place, and by a sudden removal carry their boats higher or
lower, before we can bring our cannon to play upon them.

Under these circumstances, the security of Philadelphia
should be our next object. From my own remembrance,
but more from information, (for I never viewed the ground,)
I should "think that a communication of lines and redoubts
might soon be formed from tbe Delaware to the Schuylkill,
on the north entrance of the city; the lines to begin on
the Schuylkill side, about the heights of Springatsbury, and
run eastward to Delaware, upon the most advantageous and
commanding grounds. If something of this kind is not done,
the enemy might, in case any misfortune should be fan us,
march directly in and take possession. We ha\.e ever found
that lines, however slight, are very formidable to them.
They would at least give a check till people could recover
of the fright and consternation that naturany attends the first
appearance of an enemy. In the mean time, evpry step
should be taken to colJeet force, not only from Pennsylvania,
but from the most neighbour1y States. If we keep tbe
enemy from entering Philadelphia, and keep the communi-
cation by water open for su pp]ies, we may yet make a stand,
if the country will corne to our assistance till our new levies
can be collected.

If the measure of fortifying the city should be adopted,
some skillful person should immediately view the grounds,
and begin to trace out the lines and works. I am informed
there is a French Engineer of eminence in Philadelphia at
this time. If so, he wilJ be the most proper.

I have tbe honour to be, sir, your most obedient servant,
Go. WASHINGTON.

P. S. I have just received the enclosed from General
Heath. GenerallUiJIlin is this moment come up, and tells
me that all the military stores yet remain in Philadelphia.
This makes the immediate fortifying of the city so necessary,
that I have desired General MijJlin to return to take cbarge
of the stores, and have ordered Major-General Putnam
immediately down to superintend the works, and give the
necessary directions. G. W.

GENERAL LEE TO GENERAL HEATH.

Chatham, December y. 9th, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL:I am very much obliged to you for
your welcome tidings, and have only to be~ that you will
direct the regiments you speak of to march without loss of
time to Morris-Town. I sent an express to you last night
from the General, ordering your division over the river,
which, I confess for my own part, I am heartily sorry for,
as I think we shan be strong enough without you, and New-
England, with your district, will be too bare of troops. I
am in hopes here to reconquer (if I may so express myself)
the Jerseys. It was really in tbe hands of the enemy before
my arrival.

Adieu, dear sir,
To l\1ajor-General Heath, Peekskill.

CHARLES LEE.

TIMOTHY PARKER AND OTHERS (PRISONERS) TO GOVERNOUR

TRUMBULL.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. Whitby Prison-Ship, New York, 9th December, 1776.

[Read the 10th.] SIR: I make no doubt but your Honour long before this

. Head-Quarters, Trenton Falls, 9th December, 1776. hath been apprised of our being prisoners in New- York.
SIR: I did myself the honour of writing to you yesterday, That our present situation is most wretched, your Honour

and informing you 'that I had removed tbe troops to this side need not doubt, which I likewise hope you will soon be
of the Delaw~re soon after ~he enemy made their appear- assured of from men of undoubted veracity. There are
ance, and their van entered Just as our rear-guard quitted. more than two hundred and fifty prisoners of us on board
We had removed all our stores, except a few boards. From this ship, (some of wbich are sick, and without the least
the best information, they are in two bodies, one at and near assistance from physici~n, drug, or medicine,) all fed on
Trenton, the othCl' some miles h"igh~r up, and inclining to- two-thirds allowance of salt provisions, and all crowded
wards Delaware; but whether wIth mtent to cros~ there, or promiscuously together, without distinction or re!:ipect to
thl'o\~ themselves between General Lee and me, IS yet un- person, office, or colour, in the sman room of a ship's be-
certam. tween-decks; allowed on]y to walk the main deck from

I have this morning detacbed Lord Stirling, with his bri- about sunrisiuIT till sunset at which time we are ordered
gade, to take post at tbe different landing-places, and pre- below deck, arid suJrered o~]y two at once to come on deck

FIFTH SERIES.- V OJ.. III. ' 72
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to do what nature requh'es, and sometimes we have been
even denied that, and been obliged to make use of tubs and
buckets below deck, to the great offence of every de]icate,
cleanly person, -as well as to great prejudice of all our
heahhs.

These, sir, with many other miserable circumstances too
]engthy and tedious to enumerate, are the just portrait of
our present situation. In short, sir, we have no prospect
before our eyes but a kind of lingering inevitable death,
unless we obtain a timely and seasonable release.

Fl'Om your Honour's welJ-known character of humanity
and justice, we humbly hope that your authority win be
exercised in procuring liS an exchange. As Lord Howe
hath set at liberty all his prisoners taken in the merchant
service, but refuseth (as we hear) to exchange those taken
under arms but by a like number taken in arms also;
therefore, from your Honom's clemency, can dour, and be-
nevolence, we cannot but hope and expect (as we were in
the service of our country, and eannot be deemed as from a
common privateer) that such an exchange will be put for-
ward, and in due time accomplished, if possible. In the
mean time we rest in confidence that your authority and
influence will be exerted in our behalf; and beg leave, with
tbe utmost respect, to subscribe ourselves your Honour's
most obedient, humble servants,

TIM'y PARKER, WILLIAM SWAN,
Wn,LIAM DAVALL, Jun., THOMAS COFFIN,
JOHN TUCKER, JOSEPH HOLLY.

To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq.
These belong to the schooner Spy, and were taken in

the ship Hope. They are now prisoners with me; the
others I suppose to be on board some of the men-of-war,
but what ships or where I cannot tell.

COLONEL MALCOM TO GENERAL HEATH.

Niack, December 9th, 1776.

SIR: I had the honour to write you a few lines on Sat-
urday. A few hours thereafter, I was alarmed by repeated
expresses, with accounts that a large body of the enemy
were advancing within about three miles to cut off my de-
tachment. I formed, and took post in the gorge of the
mountains, the 6eld-pieces in the road, and the wings of
my little party extended to the heights on each side.
Under tbis disposition, I ventured out three small scouts to
uive me timely notice of their approach; however, they
~eturned, after tbe notable exploit of cutting down a liberty
pole at Toppan, making prisoner the father of one of my
Lieutenants, and stealing a horse and two oxen. Yesterday
I marched a party within three miles of the new bridge, at
Hackensack, raised a terrible uproar among tbe Tories as
well as in the enemy's little camp. They abandoned their
houses and guard-houses as tbe party advanced; however,
one was not so light-footed as his companions, and got
taken. His name is Pierson, an arch Tory, and was with
the party who came up on Saturday. I have sent him and
the negro to Colonel Hay's, to wait your orders. My men
seem to expect something to fall to them out of the value
of the Ethiopian. If they shouldbe destinedfor Fishkill,
Colonel Hay can send them over very speedily.

Tbe fleet is gone down last night, so that J shall be of
little use here. I have some thoughts of moving'up to
Clerktown to-day. If your Honour should think fit to re-
inforce me, I would move downward; but dare not, (to
make a road,) with my present force. I have harassed
them so mucn that I have some doubts whether they will
not endeavour to rout me, which they have threatened
several days past. The country in general appears to be
against us, either through fear or inclination, and I can get
no intelligence upon which I can depend. I shall follow
your Honour's orders; and am, with due respect, sir, your
most obedi~nt servant, W. MALcmr.

GENERAL MCDOUGALLTO GENERAL HEATH.
Haverstraw, 9th Der;ember, 1776.

DEAlt GENERAL: The rheumatism has detained me here,
but I am now in a fair way to get rid of it. I have taken
the liberty to direct a letter to your care, for my son-in-
law, Jno. Lawrence, which I beg you to take care of till he
calls for it. Small parties of the enemy, with some Tories,

have lately made incursions into Orange-Town, and plun-
dered the friends of the country, and disarmed them. This
pl'actice will in all probability continue, to the great distress
of the County, if somemeans of relief is not afforded to
them. But the mischief will not end here; for the inhabit-
ants, finding themseh'es stripped of their property, without
any prospect of protection, will become discouraged, and
yield themselves up to our common enemy for that protec-
tion which we don't afford them; and its to be fearedthe
southernmostpart of this County wiII be reduced to take
the same disagreeablerelief. It is therefore of the utmost
importance that a Fie!d-Officer's command should take
post down there, to covel' the country until the Congress of
this State can devise some means to relieve them; and
there is none what can give the necessary slfccour now but
you.

I have taken the liberty to mention the state of this part
of the County to you, from a regard to the service; and
doubt not you will do every thing in your power for it. I
hope you will excuse this liberty; and believe me to be,
with great respect, dear General, your very humble servant,

ALEX. McDOUGALL.

To Major-General Heath, at Peekskill.
P. S. For particularsI referyou to the bearer.

ORDERS TO GENERAL PARSONS.

Peekskill, December 9th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I have this moment received orders from
General Washington to move over the North River with
the Continental troops under my command, to wit: your
brigade. Y all will therefore immediately give orders to
Prescott's, Ward's, and WyZly's regiments, to be ready to
march to-morrow, at ten o'clock; tents; kettles, and lirrht
baggage only to be carried. The beavy baggage to be left
with tbe men who are unfit for duty. Four days' provis-
ions to be taken. Hard biscuit may be drawn.

I am, dear sir, yours, &c.,
W. HEATH, .lWaJor-General.

CRAIN ACROSS THE Nt/nTH RIVER.
Fort Montgomery, December 9th, 1776.

These are to certify, that the chain that has been stretched
across the North River, at this fort, has been broken twice;
the first a swivel broke, which came from Ticonderoga,
which was not welded !:\Ound. The second time a clevin
broke, which was made at Poughkeepsie, in a solid part of
the clevin, and no flaw to be seen in any part of said chain;
which we do certify at the request of Messrs. Odle and
Vanduzer.

JAMES CLINTON, Bngadier-General,
ABRAM SWARTWOUT, Captain,
JA. ROSEKRANS, Captain,

DAN'L LAWRENCE, Lieutenant.

NEW-YORK cmIMITTEE OF SAFETY TO EZEKIEL HAWLEY.

Fishkills, 9 December, 1776.

SIR : Your favour of the 6th instant has this day been
laid before the Committee of Safety. I am direeted to ac-
quaint you that they highly approve of the conduct of the
Committee of Salem, and of the prudent measures they have
taken to ascertain and secure from waste and embezzlement
the property. of the disaffected, who have joined tbe enemy.
They request that you will continue your care of those
effects, allowing a provision for the families who are left
behind. The Convention have under consideration a report
for the security and disposal of all effects under the like
circumstauces. It will not be long before you shall be
furnished with these regulations.

I am, &c.,
PIERRE VANCORTLANDT,Vice President.

Mr. Ezekiel Hawley, Chairman of the Committee of
Salem.

JOHN HULBERT TO THE COMMITTEE OF ARRANGE~fENT.

Fishkill, December 9th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I have not the opportunity of returning you
my thanks for tbe honour done me in my appointment by
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GOVERNOU'R TRUMBULL TO MA,SSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.

Lebanon, December 9, 1776.

SIR: Is America to be lost? Is she to fall a victim to the
rage of a lawless tyrant? Is New-England, that once happy
land of civil and religious liberty, deady purchased by the
blood of our worthy ancestors, and for a long time continued
under the smiles of Divine Provid~nce, by their prudence,
valour, and virtue, to be subjected to the worst of slavery?
God Almighty forbid. What means that languor, inertion,
and dispiritedness, that seems to overwhelm the New-Eng~
land States? Our Army to the westward naked and bare-
foot, fleeing before the enemy, the last we hear as far a!;>
Trenton; a fleet of the enemy, of upwards of one hundred
sail, pushing up Narragan,set Bay, and no doubt a large
land force on board, to get footing in that quarter. We
have the strongest intim_ations,from General Lee and others,
besides the same demonstrations in our own breasts, that
unless the New-England Colonies reneW their exertions by
redoubled vigour, all is lost. A most I1lelllocholyprospect
indeed! We may reflect on our past errours to no other
valuable purpose but to steer our course with greater pro-
priety for the future. We now see our errours in inlisting
our forces or detaching them for so short a time, to have so
many thousands drawing off from oUr Army in the very cri-
si!;>of the season, since which, the enemy have continually
drove [J.ncldispersed our thus nwtilated Army. We were

. unhappy in your not consulting us, nor so much as directing
your Committee, sent with your proposals for raising a new
Army, to call upon us, though our Assembly was then sit-
ting at New-Haven, whereby our counsels are divided, our
modes and encouragement for raising a new army not only
diverse from the General Congress, but from one another,
whereby the whole plan of raising our army, if not confound-
ed, ye~ we fear almost fatally delayed.

We have accounts in the publick papers that large quan-
tities of clothing and shoes have been taken from the enemy
and brought into your State and Rhode-/sland. Have, or
must not, our destitute Army be immediately suppJied with
them?

It is now but a very few days before the time of the inlist-
CONNECTICUTCOUNCILOF SAFETY. ment of our present Army is expired. Weare in this State

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety, fllising four battalions, with all speed, to supply the deficien-
December 9th, 1776- cias in the inlistments in the new Army, until the 15th of

Present: His Honour the GO\'ernollf, Eliphalet Dyer, March next. For the encQuragement for the new, it readily
Jabez Huntington, William Williams, William Hillhouse, occurred to us that d.ifficultieswould arise in putting the
Nathaniel Wales, Jr., Benjamin Huntington, Esquires.

.

same artilYon different pay; we have therefore, hesides the
On receiving mtelligence that a large Fleet of British Continental encouragements, undertaken to supply those

men-of-war and transports are pushing up Narragansett who shall be raised from this State with all neces~ries,
Bay, and towards Newport and Providence, orders were besides their rations, at the first eost here, free fi'om the
given to the Eastern Regiments to make ready, and march charge of transportation; and that the price may not be
into the State of Rhode-Island, to the defence of the country ex.travagant, we have stated the price of the most necessary
against any depredations from said Fleet. articles, viz: . wheat not to exceed six shillings per bushel;

Colonel.l!enry Champion was sent for, and directed to rye three sbillings six pence; Indian corn not to exceed three
make provIsion for the support of the Troops now to march sbillings; West-India rum of merchantab1e proof not to ex-
into the State of Rhode-Island. ceed six shillings per gallon per hogsbead; New-England rum

Colonel Elderkin and Lieutenant-Colonel Storrs, not three shillings six pence; molasses three shillings; JYLusco-
being in suitable circumstances to march with the Fifth vado sugar of the best quality not to exceed three pounds per

'*'

waiting upon your Committee, but take this method to ac-
knowledge the favour; at the same time am under the neces-
sity of informing you that it is not in my power to serve,
consistent with other affairs that interfere, not from any dis-
like to the service. - Gentlemen, I would presume to recom-
mend Benj'n 11larvin as an officer of merit, if any vacancy
for an officer of his rank shouJd offer. He has served as a
First Lieutenant in Captain Gri,lJ!n's company the last two
campaigns, one of which I was wllh him, and well acquainted
with his conduct.

I am, gentlemen, your humble servant,
JOHN HULBERT.

To the Committee of Arrangement.

N1THANIEL HAZAlW TO THE COMJ\UTTEE OF ARRANGEMENT.

Fishkill, 9th December, 1776.

Mr. Hobart desired me at Fairfield to inform Mr. Duane
or Mr. Duel' that he had taken the liberty to open a letter
from the Committee of Arrangement appointing John Gre-
nell a Captain, who, he said, was at Providence; and he
was so confident Mr. Grenell would decline, (as he resigned
a company of Artillery,) that he begged the commission
might not be kept vacant, and begged to recommend Cap-
tain Nathaniel Platt, who served in Colonel Smith's regi-
ment, as an excellent officer. NATH'L HAZARD.

MATTHEW ADGATE TO THE SUPERINTENDENT OF THE LEAD

MINE.

Fishkill, 9th December, 1776.

SIR: John McDonald has reported the state he finds the
lead mine in the Great Nine Partners, in his further explo-
ring said !pine, on which the Committee appointed to super-
intend that business have resolved not to prosecute the
exploring of said mine any farther at present, and accord-
ingly have settled with Mr. McDonald. We must desire
you tQ take charge of the leaden ore dug from said mine
until it shall be determined what to do with it. Mr. Mc-
Donald handed to the Committee your account for superin-
tending at said mine; and as the account is without your
signature, thereby prevents our being able to pass it. We
trust you will not impute this to any want in us of serving
you, as all our accounts must b~ so vQuched. as to stand fair
with the publick. On receiving it properly vouched with
your signature, we will endeavour to get It allowed, and pay
it to you or your order.

.

Weare, with respect, sir, your very humble servant,
MAT. ADGATE, Ch.airman.

TEMPERANCE COOK TO CAPTAlN PLATT.

December 9th, 1776.

SIR: I received a letter from the Doctor, requesting the
favour of Captain Platt to use his influence towards procuring
him an appointment in one of the four regiments in our
Province to be raised during the war. He was not informed
who are our present members of Congress, or he would have
wrote on that head to you. The Doctor gives his best regards
to Captain Platt.

From your friend,

To Captain Platt, Fishkills.

TEMPERANCE COOK.

Regiment in the present emergency, the command of said
Regiment was, by his Honour and this Council, given to
Major Brown for the present emergency.

G(lVERNOUn TRUMBULL TO qENERAL BEATa.

Lebanon, 9th December.

SIR: This morning received your favour of the 6th. The
fleet you mention appeared off the harbour of New-London
the 5th instant. The 7th instant Governour Cooke informs
that upwards of one hundred sail of men-of-war and trans-
ports have entered Narraganset Bay, and \Vere steering
directly for Providence. When they were seen they were
between Canonicot and the main. Besides these, thirty sail
were seen coming into Ntwport harbour.

Our eastward Militia are ordered to their aid. I could
wish you had given me intelligence concerning our Army
in New-Jersey.

I am, with esteem and
humble servant,

Major-General Heath.

regard, sir, your ~ost obedient,

JON'TH TRUMBULL.
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hundred per hogshead; pork Ii'om three pence one farthing
to three pence three farthings; best grass-fed beef not to ex-
ceed twenty-four shillings per hundred; butter ten pence;
cheese six pence; other articles in proportion. This is
done not only to convince the soldiers that while they are
fighting for the country, they and their families may not at
the same time be ruined by the extravagant demands of tbe
people, and further, to check that fa.tal e~ce~s that seemed
to prevail among almost all ranks In th~s time of &eneral
calamity and distress, and that overbearmg oppressIon, so
bateful to God Almighty, as well as ruinous and destructive
to all civil communities. How far your leading State will
see the prudence of those measu.res and cooperat~ witl~ Us
therein, we must leave to your wisdom and good (hscretlon.
This we are convinced, that it is high time for us to awake
out of our sleep and security, and for pub1ick bodies to
endea vour, by precept and every exertion, to bring about a
general reformation in the people, to suppress every licen-
tious oppressive spirit, and whi]e God's judgments are abroad
in the land, threatening indeed, the inhabitants thereof may
learn righteousness.

When we had an intimation from you a few weeks past
for Commissioners from the New-England States to meet
at Providence, to confer on tbe aftair of our cnrrency, it was
then tho~ght, for prucientia] reasons given you in a~swer
then to decline; but I beg lea veto suggest whetber, m tbe
pres~nt aspect of affairs, our main army drove to tbe soutb-
ward, the communication being /1;reatly interrupted and in
danO'er of beinO' totally obstructed between the Southern and
Ne:(;;-Eno-lanl' Colonies, wbether it will not be best, as
soon as fhe enemy are retired into winter quarters, for the
New-Eno-land States to meet by their Commis8ioners to
consult o~ the great affairs of our safety, and of counteract-
ing tbe enemy in tbeir future operations. We have a hint
of this in a late letter from General Lee. We hope we
shall soon hear from you on this subject. May God Al-
mighty give us a spirit of wisdom.' fortitude, and resolution,
in this evil day; and as the day IS so may our strength be;
but every means and exertion must be used. Will it not be
well to call for town meetings in every town, endeavour to
inspirit the peop]e, know their sentiments in the present
days, whether they will yie1d up their lives and prop~rties
and sacred liberties to the imperious demands of Brztons,
and submit to that base, ignominious yoke of slavery, from
which, perhaps, it will never be in their power to emerge)
or will they, looking to the God of armies for h~lp, and his

blessing on their utmost exert!ons, stand forth IU the cause
of their country, and engage III the glorious struggle? If
the latter should happily be their choice, it would give an
encouraO'ing presage that God Almighty will yet save his
people from utter win and destruction, and not suffer our'
merciless enemy any longer to triumph over us.

I am, witb great esteem and regard, sir, your most obe-
dient, humble servant. JON'TH TRUMBULL.

Honourable James Bowdoin, Esq., President of the Council
in Massachusetts State.

PAROLE OF DANIEL KISSAM AND FOURTEEN OTHERS.

'W1', the subscribers, do hereby severally and respectively
promise and enga~e to the Govemour of the State of Co~-
necticut, on the faIth and honour of gentlemen, that we will
neither of us give notice or intelligence to the enemy of the
United States of America, nor bold any inimical corre-
spondence with. tbem; that we will.not take np or bear ar.ms
aO'ainst the Umted States of Amerzca, nor act an offensive
p~rt auainst them, or either of them, but to conduct peace-
ably a~d quietly with respect to the present contest and
troubles, and return back to this State wben required by the
Governour.

As witnessour hands,this ninth day of December, A.D.
1116.

DAN'I, KISSAM, Jun.,

A. SEABURY,

DAVID BROOKS"

CHARLl'1S HICKS,

'V HlTEHEAD CRONWELL,

C H AS. NICOLL,

JOHN CHAVE,

THOMAS JONES,

JOHN WILLETT,

AUG. N. HORNE,

JOSEPH GRESWOLD,

BENJ'N HOWLOTT,
DAVID BATTY,

WILLIAM THORNE,

ISAAC SMITH.

COLONEL LIVINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

New-Haven, 9th December, 1776.
l\hy IT PLEASE YOURHONOUR: Tbe Convention of the

State of .New-York baving required the arms taken on
Long-Island to be sent iinmediate]y to them at Fishkill,
part of those arms, if your Honour remembers, were, on
your order, de1ivered out to Colonel Coit's regiment, with
this proviso, that the arms shou]d be returned on demand,
as the want of them ill tbe State of .New- York was great,
and they could in no way be supplied for tbe value affixed
to them, owing to great want of judgment in the appraisers.
The arms, when lent, were quite complete, cartouch-boxes,
and bayonets, belts, &:c.

As those arms were on]y a Joan, I would be extremely
obliged to your Honour if you wou]d order tbose arms to
be col1ecled and delivered to thebearer, Captain Plat, who
will take care to forward them to our State.

A list of the above arrils are deposited in his hands, of
which a dup]icate was delivered your Honour.

I am, sir, your Honour's obedient bumble servant,
HENRY B. LrVINGSTON,

Colonel Fourth Regiment.

An Account of the Arms and Ammunition brought o.tr/rom
the east e1Ulof LONG-ISLANDby Colonel HENRYB. LIv-
INGSTON,and delivered by his order to Captain NATH'L
PLATT,the 9th December, 1716, agreeable to the direc-
tions of a Committee of the Convention of the State of
NEW-YORK,nwmberedand valued by us.

THOMAS TREDWELI"

DANIEL ROE.
.

No.1, valuedat $8 No. 28, valuedat $4 No. 55, va]uedat $3
No. 2 do 5 No.29 do 5 No. 56 do 3
No, 3 do 4 No.30 do 4 No. 57 do 2
No.4... .do 5 No. 31 do 4 No. 58.. .:do 3
No.5... .do 4 No. 32... .do 4 No. 59... .do 4
No.6... .do 4 No. 33... .do 3 No. 60... .do 3
No.7... .do 4 No. 34... .do 4 No. 61... .do 3
No.8... .do 4 No. 35... .do 2 No. 62... .do 2
No.9... .do 3 No. 36... .do 4 No. 63.. ..do 4
No. 10... .do 4 No. 37... .do 3 No. 64.. . .do 3
No. Il... .do 3 No. 38.. ..do 5 No. 65... .do 3
No. 12.. ..do 3 No. 39.. ..do 4 No, 66... .do 3
No. 13... .do 2 No. 40... .do 4 No. 67... .do 2
No. 14... .do 4 No. 41... .do 2 No. 68.. ..do 3
No. 15... .do 3 No. 42.. ..do 3 No. 69... .do :I
No. 16... .do 2 No. 43... .do 3 No. 70... .do 3
No. 17. .. .do.. ..''3 No. 44. .. ,do 3 No. 71... .do. ... 3
No. 18... .do 3 No. 45... .do 4 No. 72.. ..do 3
No. 19.. ..do 2 No. 46.. ..do 2 No. 73... .do 3
No. 20... .do 3 No. 47... .do. ... 3 :J3bayonetsat 8s.
No, 21... .do 4 No. 48.. ..do 3 each .$33
No. 22... .do 2 No. 49... .do 3 9 swords at 8s... 9
No, 23... .do 3 No. 50... .do 3 6 cartouch boxes
No. 24 do 4 No. 51 do 4 at8s 6
No. 25... .do 3 No. 52... .do 4 3 quarter casks of
No. 26... .do 3 No. 53... .do .2 powder.
No. 27... .do 1 No. 54.. ..do 3 2)~ boxes of ball.
New-Haven, December 10th, 1716.-Recei\'ed the above

articles of Colone] Henry B. Livingston, by the hand of
Captain John Davis.

PI'. N ATH'L PLATT.

Received, New-Haven, December 10th, 1776, of Captain
Henry B. Livingston, by the hands of Captain John Davis,
28 guns, 33 bayonets, 3:3 cartridge-boxes, 8 cutlasses, one
large box of bullets, 4 or 500 wt., part of another box
which were taken from the Tories on Long-Island.

Per me: NATHANIEL PLATT.

A Return of Arms, Ammunition, o/c., taken on board of
the sloop.
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In Congress, December 2] st, 1776.

Rcsol'IJed, That Officers of Troops raised for three years
or during the war, receive pay on the new establishment
from the time of their being appointed by their respective
States, in consequence of the Resolution of Congress passed
the 16th of September last.

COLONEL HUNTINGTON TO CAPTAIN TRACY.

Norwich, December 9th, 1776.

SIR: Whereas Governour Trumbull has received appli-
cation from Governol1l' Cooke, of Providence, to afford what
aid he can from this State to repel the enemy now pushing
their fleet up Prol,idence bay, and thereupon has ordered
some of the eastern regiments of this State to march imme-
diately to ProvidenCf, for their assistance, and directed me
to send forward some ammunition, &c., and to appoint some
proper person to proceed forward to issue the same to our
Militia that shall march on this occasion: I have accord-
ingly sent forward to Captain Eaton's, in Plainfield, one
loarl of powder, ball, and flints, as per invoice deJivered you;
have orderecl two loads of salt pork to be carried and de-
livered you at said Eaton's. There is thirty barrels of flour
at , in Voluntown, which would have you take
and improve for said Militia. Further provision will be
ordered per Governour Trumbull, as shall be necessary. As
soon as you arrive at Plainfield, leave word at Eaton's that
these articles are coming on from Norwich, then proceed to
Voluntown, and find the state of that flour, and if by any
means not to be found, send a post immediately to Andrew
IIuntington, of Norwich, to send on flour from here. When
at Voluntown, send on a post to Providence, to Governour
Cooke, to let him know you are attending this business at
Plainfield, and know of him the state of the enemy, where
our Militia are to rendez\'ous, what provision of barracks or
tents and cooking utensils are provided for them, and
acquaint Governour Trumbull accordingly. Deliver out the
above stores to the Militia in a prudent manner, taking into

- your assistance what help you have occasion for to execute
the same, and keep proper accounts of your proceedings,
and advise Governour Trumbull how you succeed, and ob-
serve such further directions as shall be given.

Given under my hand, in Norwich, this 9th day of De-
cember, 1176. J" IT

Z. :1UNTINGTON.

To Captain Jared Tracy, of Norwich.

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL CLINTON TO LORD GEORGE GERMAINE.
.

Newport, Rhode-Island, December 9,1776.

My LORD: Having received General Howe's order to
embark with two brigades of British and two brigades of
lIessian troops, and, in conjunction with Commodore Sir
Peter Parker's fleet, to make a descent upon this island, in
the most effectual manner for the full possession of it, and
for the security of the town and harbour, we sailed from
New- York on the first of December, and arrived at Weaver's
Bay, on the west side of this island, on the evening of the
7th following. On the 8tb, at daybreak, tbe Commodore
having made such a disposition of the fleet as he thought
proper to cover the landing of the troops, tbey disembarked
at the above-mentioned bay without the least opposition;
when, being informed that tbe Rebels had quitted the works
in and about the town of Newport, and were retiring to-
wards Bristol Ferry, I detached M~or-General Prescott
with the Grenadiers and Light-Infantry, to intercept them,
sustaining him with a body of troops under the command
of Lieutenant-General Earl Percy. Major-General Pres-
cott took two pieces of cannon, a few prisoners, and obliged
them to quit their fort on this side the ferry, and retire to the
continent; I likewise sent a battalion to take possession of
Newport, the capital of the island, in which were found some
cannon and stores, which the Rebels in their sudden retreat
had left behind them.

I shall, as soon as possibJe, send troops to the island of
Conanicut and Prudence, and occupy such other posts as
may be necessary for the security of the harbour.

Having had it in command from General Howe to give
your Lordship the earliest intelligence of the success of his
Majesty's troops, I have tbe honour to transmit this to your
Lordship by Captain Drummond, one of my Aids-de-camp,

to whom I beg leave to refer your Lordship for any particu-
lars which you may wish to be informed of.

I have the honour to be, &c.,
H C. LINTON.

JOHN AVERY TO COMMITTEE OF DARTMOUTH.

In Council, December 9th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The honourable Board being apprehensive
that the military stores in your town, the property of the
Continental Congress, which were brougbt into your port by
a vessel from France, are in danger, have directed me to
acquaint you that if John Bradford, Esq., Continental
agent, should direct the removal of them into some interior
part of the country, that you wou]d give him every needed
assistance. The enemy being in your neigbbourhood,
makes it expedient that YOIl sbould assist said John Brad-
ford, Esq., without de]ay, or immediately to follow the direc-
tions he shall give you relative to their removal.

Joml AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

To the Committee of Safety in Dartmouth.

MAJOR LITHGOW TO JOHN AVERY.

Boston, 9th December, 1776.

SIR: Being informed that you wrote me some time since
on th,e subject of my appointment to a Majority in one of
the new regiments now raising in this State, on the Conti-
nental establishment, under the command of Colonel Eben-
ezer Francis, which I had not the honour to receive, and as
it is my opinion that no private or interested views are a
sufficient apology, at this critical and important day, to de-
cline the service of our oppressed, insulted country, I take
this method to express my gratitude for the honour done me,
and also to signify to the honourable Board, though not
without the most humiliating sense of my own inexperience
and want of military knowledge, my cheerful acceptance of
the appointment, however repugnant it may be to my
private advantage or emolument.

I have the-honour to be, with the most profound respect,
your Honour's very humble servant,

\VILLIAi\1LITHGOW, Jun.

To the Secretary of the honourable Council of the State of
~Massachusetts-Bay. -

MAJOR BULLARD TO MASSACHUSETTS COU!"CIL.

To the honourable Council of the State of the l\'lAssACHU-
SETTS-BAY:

The following bumhly sheweth: That the subscriber
havina- received a handbill from the Governour of Rhode-
Island yesterday morning, representing that the town of
Providence was in tbe utmost danger of being attacked by
the enemy, I immediately alarmed the town of T1lalpole,
and ordered every able-bodied man, except the quarter part
that was drafted to reinforce the army near New- York, to
be ready to march, equipped with arms, &c., and fOllr days'
provisions, by one o'clock in the afternoon; but before that
time I received verbal orders fmm Major Metcalf, to meet
him with the men from TYalpole, at Cumberland, in order
to join the regiment, as he had sent the like orders to the
rest of the towns in the regiment. After finding that Major
]}letcalf was able to take the command of the regiment, I
thought it was not so proper for me to go with the regiment
to Providence, as I was appointed to go with the detach-
ment that was drafted for New-York, but be preparing for
that march; I accordingly ordered the men to march yester-
day about two o'clock for Cumberland, in order to join the
regiment. About ten o'clock last evening I received an
express from the honourable Board with orders to march
the Fourth Regiment to Providence, except the quarter part
as before mentioned; but as Major Metcalf bad already
marched with the regiment, I thought it was not prudent
for me to follow after, for the reasons already mentioned;
however, lest Major Metcalf had taken some of tbe drafted
men with him, I immediately forwarded tbe express to him,
that he might govern himself accordingly. I have also sent
to tbe Selectmen of the several towns in the regiment, to
follow their men with the necessary supplies, according to .

law. If I should be so happy as to meet with the approba-
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tion of the honourable Board, it will afford much satisfac-
tion.

I am, with aU proper regards, your Honours' and the
State's humble servant, SETH BULLARD,

Second Major oj Fourth Regiment.
Walpole, December 9th, 1776.

C. BEATTY TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Frederick Town, December 10th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:The bearer hereof, Mr. Boon, the overseer
of the gunlock factory, waits on you in order to get some
money to enable him to carryon the factory, for it cannot
be supported any longer without.

Mr. Hanson, who keeps the books, is not at home, so
that I cannot get to see them, in order to draw for the
money the factory is entitled to; but I am clearly satisfied
that it must be about four hundred dollars, by the accounts
rendered, and the locks now in the factory; which sum
please to forward by Mr. Boon. We have now in the fac-
tory one hundred and fifty-six locks, completely finished, as
wiH appear by the enclosed certificate. For nearly two
months past I was compeJled to take money on interest
to support the factory, or let the hallds go idle. It is not
in my power to borrow any more for that purpose here.
Pray don't fail sending the money, or I shaH be compel1ed
to sell locks to pay the money that I have taken up, and
let the servants shift for themselves, which will be a.great
loss to the publick.

I am, gentlemen, your ready friend and well-wisher,
C. BEATTY.

The Honourable Council of Safety, 1J;[aryland.

ROUERT CHRISTIE, JUN., TO DANIEL OF s'r. THOMAS JENIFER.

December 10, 177G.

SIR: On 'Wednesday night I was served by a Mr. Hop-
kins with a written paper, of which the following is a copy:

" Your conduct has been such in this State during our
struggle for liberty, that we are at this present moment
determined that unless you leave the town instantly, and
the State within six days, your life shall be sacrificed by an
injured people. LEGION."

Directed to Robert Christie.
Soon after the receipt of this paper, Hugh Scott and

myself went into a room at Grant's, and told the people we
should leave town in the morning; but this was refused,
and we obliged to take our horses and leave town at eleven
Q'clock at night. We inquired what we had done to merit
such treatment, but no reasons were given. The only thing
which can be laid to my charge is the not ha~'ingtaken up
arms; and I defy any man to say (at least to prove) that I
have, directly or'indil'ectly, done any thing in opposition to,
or to the prejudice of, the present measures. Besides, if I
had been ever so criminal, I surely was entitled to a hearing
before condemnation.

It may be necessal'Yto inform your Board of some of the
persons who were present at this extraordinary transaction:
Commodore Nicholson, Lieutenant Aquila Johns, Captain
John Martin, of the armed brig, (a very busy man,)
David Stewart, Daniel Bowly, Charles Ridgely, (son of
John,) William Hammond, John McLure, Barnet Eichel-
berger, Doctor Baird, Doctor Swoope, Nicholas Norwood,
Thomas Elliot, tavern-keeper, Fell's Point, (who I thought
seemed to assume some command,) James Cox, and John
McLellan, members of the Committee, and one Poe, a
wheelwright, (who seemed at the head of the lower class,)
composed this body, 01'at least such part of it as I can at
present remember. In justice to Commodbre Nicholson, I
must observe that he declared in my presence his sole
reason for corning there was to prevent injury to our per-
sons, and he actually forbid the people from insulting us
when we went out to mount our horses.

My chief reason for troubling YOll is, that Baltimore
County is deprived of a Sheriff by my expulsion, and there
is a considerablenumber of prisonersconfinedin jail, who
must be supplied with provisions; therefore you wil] take
such steps as you may judge proper on this occasion. After
such unmerited treatment as I have experienced, I cannot
,3gain trust myself in Baltimore, nor wiJl I conJe there till
times alter. SinQ.eI left town it has been reported that I

went off in debt tothe County, which is a scandalous false-
hoon. On the contrary, I am considerably in advance for
tbe year 1775; and although I cannot exactly say how the
account stands for 1776, yet I am perfectly certain, after
deducting my own claim against the County, which was
allowedlast Levy Court, I have paidawaymorethan I have
received. I shall appoint a person of character and prop-
erty to transact the collection business during my absence,
with directions to payoff the publick creditorsas fast as he
receives the money.

I sincerely wish peace and prosperity to the Province of
1Iaryland; and am, with great respect, sir, your most obe-
dient servant R

. J. ,
OBERT CURISTIE, un.

To the Hon. Daniel oj St. Thomas JeniJer.
I am told Captain Nathaniel Smith, Robert Buchanan,

and John McHenry, were all of the party.

MARINE COMMITTEE TO CAPTAIN J. PAUL JONES.

In Marine Committee, Philadelphia, December 10th, 1776.

SIR: We expect this wiJl Gnd the ship under your com-
mand in readiness for service, and therefore )'ou are hereby
directed to proceed to sea with aU possible despatch, and in
a cruise of six weeks or two months to intercept as many of
the store-ships and supply vessels going to the enemy at
New- York as you may fall in with. You will in this cruise
do as much injury to the enemy and service to the United
States as it may be in your power to accQmplish. When
this cruise is finished, you will return to the most convenient
port in the United States; and if no further orders are there
lodged for you f!'OlIlthis Board, you wiJ1proceedon a new
cruise for the purpose above mentioned.

Weare persuaded it is not necessary to recommend to
you the practice of humanity to those whom the fortune of
war may make your prisoners. Weo expect to hear from
you by every 0ppOl'tunity; and wishing you success, we are,
sir, your humble servants,

ROB'T MORRIs,
FRANCIS LEWIS,
WILLIAM 1V HIPPLE,

To Captain John Paul Jones.

RICHARD HENRY LEE,
WILLIAM ELLERY.

GEORGIA DELEGATES TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRE!3S.

10th December, 1776.

SIR: We have received accounts of our reappointment
to represent the State of Georgia in Congress, and will be
ready to take our seats in a day or two. In the mean time
we t:equest an order on the Treasury for two thousand do]-
lars, on account of the State we are appointed to represent.

Weare, sir, your most obedient servants,
LUUN HALL,
GEORGE WALTON.

To the Honourable J(Jhn Hancock, Esq.

WILLIAM ELLERY TO GOVERNOUR COOKE,

Philadelphia, December 10th, 1776.

SIR: Since the enemy took possessionof Fort Lee, Gen-
eral Washington, with the division under his immediate
command, hath been constantly retreating, until they have
at length passedthe Delaware, and I suppose mean to make
a stand on the banksof the river, opposite to Trenton. To
prevent their being !i1mmed in at Hackinsack, they passed
the river of that name, and the river Pasaick, and retired to
Newark. The enemy advanced, and upon their approach
our Army, being insufficient to withstand them, retreated to
Woodbridge; the enemy (oIJowed. From thence our Army
marched to Brunswick; the British Army soon apreared
on the side of the Rariton, opposite to that town. A can-
nonade ensued, but without any hurt on either side, saving
the killing of an llessian officer by one of our cannon shot.
As the river is fordable, it would not do to continue there.
Our troops decamped, and marched to Prince- Town, where
General Washington left a body of twelve hundred men,
under Lord StirNng, and with the rest moved to Trenton,
and sent over the Delawarehis principa] stores,to seCl1l'e
them from the enemy. After this was p.ffected, be sent a
reinforcement to Lord St1~rlil1g; and hoping that he should
be joined by the Militia of the Jersey and this State, and
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by Generat Lee, who, it was said, with his division, had
passed the North River, and was advancing to join him,
intending to make a stand at Prince- Town; but by a strange
dilatoriness, and the confusion which took place in the Jersey
on the enemy's penetrating their State, and the lukewarm-
ness (not to give it 'a worse name) of this, the enemy had
approached Prince- Town before a sufficient number of Mili-
tia fmm these States had joined General Washington to enable
him to make an effectual stand there; he therefore retreated
to Trenton, and crossed the river with his Army last Sat-
urday ni~ht. On Sunday the enemy appeared at Trenton,
and a cannonade ensued as at Brunswick. Yesterday, Gen-
'erals Putnam and ]}fiJllin came to town, and inform that the
enemy had disappeared from Trenton, but they could not
tell whither they were gone. I imagine we shall soon see
them in that part of the Jersey opposite the city, and per-
haps hear the thunder of theil' cannon and mortars, and feel
the effects of shot and bombs. We don't hear of a fleet yet
in the Delaware, which I have for some time expected. [

imagine the enemy durst not yentl]re it, for fear they shall
have ice as wel! as chevaux-de-frise to encounter.

I hope we shan be able to keep them out of this State;
and we should be able to do it, if the country would exert
themselves with a tenth part of the spirit which the city hath
manifested on this occasion, or if General Lee should join
General Washington with five or six thousand men, which
I most devoutly wish for and expect. Where he is, or what
delays his coming, is unknown. I find, by a private letter
from Newport, (for I have had intelligence of a higher nature
for a long time,) that General Lee had wrote to our State
that he thought that the embarkation at New- York was
intended for Rhode-Island, and that this intelligence had
thrown the town of ,Newport into great confusion, and that
the inhabitants were an upon the wing. We have heard of
transports being prepared to receive troops various ways,
and for six weeks past, and that sometimes troops were really
embarked, and sometimes that they ha ve sailed for South-
Carolina or Rhode-Island; but I can't find that they have
ever embarked any troops, nor do I think they will, for either
of these places, while they pursue such high game, and
mean to secure the posts and places they have and may pos-
sess. They have not men enough to spare at present, nor do
I think they will have them this winter, for any distant expe-
dition. However, as I have often said, it is wise and prudent
to be on our guard.

Captain Garzia, who will hand you this letter, cannot
wait a moment longer, which obliges me to close abruptly.

I am, with great respect, your Honour's most obedient,
humble servant, WM. ELLERY.
Nicholas Cooke, Esq.

DONALD CAMPBELL TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Philadelphia, 10th December, 1776.

GENTLE1IfEN:Thecriticat situation of this town makes it
necessary for me to receive your directions for the preser-
vation of the publick accounts of the campaign 1'775 in
Canada, being ordered by General Schuyler at Crown-Point
to repair with them to this place. The cruel situation which
I am in with respect to the court-martial obliges me to re-
quest your order and direction where to proceed with my
charge till a full settlement is made.

The early and conspicuous part I bave taken in the Amer-
ican cause, (well known to the enemies of my country,) and
at this time deprived of the power of acting with them in
the open field, urge this double prudence. I wait your re-
solve; and am, gentlemen, your most obedient and most
humble servant, D CONALD AMPBELL.

To the honourable the Continental Congress.

ADDRESS OF CONGRESS TO THE PEOPLE.

The Representatives of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
in COll!{ress assembled, to the People in general, and par-
ticularly to the Inhabitants of PENNSYLVANIA and the
adjacent States.

FRIENDS AND BRETHREN: We think'it our duty to ad-
dress a few words of exhortation to you in this important
crisis. You are not unacquainted with the history of the
rise and progress of this war. A plan was carried on by the

British Ministry for several years in a systematick manner
to enslave you to that kingdom. After various attempts in
an artful and insidious manner to bring into practice the
laying you under tribute, they at last openly and decisively
asserted their rights of making laws to bind you in all cases
whatsoever.

Opposition was made to these encroachments by earnest
and humble petitions from every Legislature on the Conti-
nent, and more than once by the Congress representing the
whole. These were treated with the utmost contempt.
Acts of the most unjust and oppressive nature were passed
and carried into execution, such as exempting the soldiers
charged with murder in America from a legal trial, and
ordering them to be carried to Britain for certain absolution,
as also directing prisoners taken at sea to be entered on
board their ships, and obliged either to kill their own friends
or fall themselves by their hands. We only mention these
from among the many oppressive acts of Parliament, as
proofs to what 'horrid injustice the love of dominion will
sometimes carry societies as well as men. At the same
time to show how insensible they will be to the sufferings
of others, you may.. see by the preambles to the acts b.nd
addresses to the King, that they constantlyextol their own
lenity in those very proceedings whichfilled this whole
Continent with resentment and horrour.

To crown the whole, they have waged war with us in
the most cruel and unrelenting manner, employing not only
the force of the British nation, but hiring foreign mercena-
ries, who, without feeling, indulge themselves in rapine and
bloodshed. The spirit indeed of the Army in general is but
too well determined,by theil" inhuman treatmentof those
who have unhappily fallen into their hands.

It is well known to you, that at the universal desire of
the people, and with the hearty approbation of every Prov-
ince, the Congress declared the United States free and in-
dependent, a measlll'e not only just, but which had become
absolutely necessary. It would have been impossible to
have resisted the formidable force destined against us last
spring, while we confessed ourse! ves the subjects of that
State against which we had taken arms. Besides, after re-
peated trials, no terms could be obtained, but pardon upon
absolute submission, which every publick budy in America
had rejected with disdain.

Resistance has now been made with a spirit and resolu-
tion becoming a free people, and with a degree of success
hitherto which could scarce have been expected. The
enemy have been expel1ed from the NOI'thern Provinces
where they at first had possession,and have been repulsed
in their attempt upon the Southern by the undaunted valour
of the inhabitants.' Our success at sea, in the capture of
the enemy's ships, has been astonishing. They have been
compelled to retreat before the Northern Army. Notwith-
standing the difficulty and uncertainty at first of our being
supplied with ammunition and military stores, those we
have now in abundance, and by some late arrivals and cap-
tures there is an immediate prospect of sufficienf clothing
for the Army.

What we have particularly in view in this address is not
only to promote unanimity and vigour through the whole
States, but to excite the inhabitants of Pennsylvania, New-
Jersey,andthe adjacentStates, to an immediate and spirited
exertion in opposition to the Army that now threatens to
take possession of this city. You know that during the
whole campaign they have been checked in their progress,
am] have not till within these two weeks ventured above ten
miles from their shipping. Their present advances are
owing not to any capital defeat, or a want of valour in the
Army that opposed them, but to a sudden diminution of its
numbers from the expiration of those short inlistments which,
to ease the people, were at first adopted. Many have al
ready joined the Army to supply the deficiency, and we caJl,
in the most earnest manner, on all the friend~ of liberty to
exert themselves without delay in this pressing emergency.
In every other part your arms have been successful, and in
other respects our sacred cause is in the most promising
situation. We think it proper to inform and assure you that
essential services have been already rendered us by foreign
States, and we have received the most positit'e assurances
of further aid. Let us not, then, be wanting to ourselves.
Even a short resistance will probably be effectual, as Gen-
eral Lee is advancing with a strong reinforcement, and his
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troops in high spirits. What a pity is it, then, that the rich
and populous city of Philadelphia should fall into the
enemy's hands, or that we should not lay hold of the op-
portunity of destroying their principal Army, now removed
from the ships of war, in which their greatest strength
lies.

It is certainly needless to multiply arguments in such a
situation. All that is valuable to us as men and freemen
is at stake. It does not admit of a question what would be
the effect of our finally failing. Even the boasted Commis-
sioners for giving peace to America have not offered, and do
not now ofter, any terms but pardon on absolute snbmission.
And though (blessed be God) even the loss of Philadelphia
would not be the loss of the cause, yet while it can be saved,
let us not, in the close of the campaign, afford them such
ground of triumph; but give a check to their progress, and
convince our friends in the distant parts that one spirit ani-
mates the whole.

Confiding in your fidelity and zeal in a contest the most
illustrious and important, and firmly trusting in the good
providence of God, we wish you happiness and success.

Given at Philadelphia, December 10, 1776.
By order of the Congress:

JOHN HANCOCK,President.

GENERAL AmrSTRONG TO THE BOARD OF WAR.
Head-Quarters, 10 December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Since my coming up to the Army, I have
wrote two short letters to town; the first rather gloomy,
arising from a view of our Army and the credit paid to the
magnitude of that on the other side. The second, of this
morning, somewhat more sanguine, was built on the flatter-
ing opinion that the numbers of the enemy had been exag-
gerated, and the expectations of being joined by General
Lee and a respectable body of Militia. These reinforce-
ments we still hope for, and wish it may be soon; but with
respect to the enemy's numbers, there is reason to appre-
hend they are rather above than below the first estimation,
as I have lately seen an Ensign of ours, who, by the viola-
tion of his parole, has made his escape from York, where he
saw General Howe's borses put into the boat for Elizabeth-
Town, to wbich place the General came on Wednesday
last, and that he is undoubtedly at the bead of his Army,
consisting, according to this officer's information, as he had
heard, of fifteen thousand men. But although they should
not be so many, we cannot suppose on an errand of so
much consequence, that Howe. will throw himself at tbe
head of diminutive numbers. There are eight battalions,
consisting chiefly of English and Hessian Grenadiers and
Light-Infantry, with a few pieces of artillery, at Penny-
Town; whether with a design to pass above General Wash-
ingtl)n, or whether with a design to intercept the junction
of General Lee, is yet uncertain. On the other hand, we
have heard this afternoon that they have repaired a bridge
the General had torn down betwixt Trenton and Borden-
town, on the Jersey side, and that a body of Infantry have
already passed over it; in short they are spread for many
miles along the Delaware, perhaps to distract General
TVashington, that he may not know what point to attend
to. Your worthy Genera], however, maintains the fu\]
possession of bimself; is indefatigable by day and night,
taking every precaution, I think, as well to prevent surprise
as to discover the place they intend to cross, that he may
derive every advantage from the river, which if once
crossed, could not, with his comparatively small army, be
expected at any other place. He has sent a party to re-
connoitre the creeks on the Jersey side, Jest the friends of
tyranny should have boats concealed in them to aid the
common enemy; but thinks the Council of Safety would
do well to send also some fit persons, lest such secreted
boats might escape the party he has sent; and who knows
but Howe's design may be to march on the Jersey side as
far as Billingsport, and there meet some of his own ship-
ping and small craft for purposes too obl,jous to mention'
or by taking the B01-dcntown route, he may design to pas;
o~.er below the mouth of 81wmaney. A passaae in the
night is to us the most dangerous, and what he

0

probably
will attempt. I had, without consulting the Genera], wrote
for Colonels Kosciusko and Romond; but as General Put-

'flam is sent down for purposes on their way near town, I
suppose they can't be sent here.

After your reading, please to send tbis to the CounciJ of
Safety, and believe me to be, witb great respect, gentlemen,
your most obedient, humble servant,

JOHN ARMSTRONG.

To the Board of War and Ordnance.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
[Read 11th.]

Head-Quarters, Falls of Delaware, December 10, 1776.

Srn: Since I had the honour of addressing you yester-
day, nothing of importance has occurred. In respect to the
enemy's movements, I have obtained no other information
than that they have a number of parties patrolJing up and
down the river, particularly above. As yet they ha ve not
attempted to pass; nor do any of their patroles, though
some are exceedingly small, meet with the leastinterrup-
tion f!'Omthe inhabitants of Jersey.

By a letter received last night from General Lee, of the
8th instant, he was then at Morristown, where be enter-
tained thoughts of establishing a post; but on recei~.ing my
despatches by Major IIoops, I should suppose he would be
convinced of the necessity of his proceeding tbis way with
all the force he can bring.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your
most obedient servant, Go. WASHINGTON.

P. S. Nine o'clock, a. m.-I this minute recei\'ed in-
formation that the enemy were repairing the bridges three
or four miles below Trenton, which seems to indicate an
intentionof their passinglower down, and suggests to me
the necessity that some attention should be had to the fort
at Billingspf)rt, lest they should possess themselves of it,
the consideration of which I be!!;leave to submit to Con-
gress. I have wrote to the Council of Safety on the
subject.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF
SAFETY.

Head-Quarters, Trenton Falls, 10th December, 1776.

SIR : Yours of last evening reached me at four o'c1ock
tbis morning. I immediately sent orders to Commodore
Seymour to despatch one of his galleys down to Dunk's
Ferry, and I shall dispose of the remainder in such manner
and at such places as will be most likely not only to annoy
the enemy in their passage, but to give the earliest informa-
tion of any attempt of that kind. Parties of the enemy
have been reconnoitring both up and down the river, and

I imagine it has been one of those parties that have ap-
peared neH:rBurlington: for as they have not found the
least opposition from the people of Jersey, they venture
very far from their main body, which, from the best inform-
ation, still lays about Trenton and above it.

I have desired Colonel Humpton, who is the bearer of
this, to apply for a party of men to go up Cooper's and
AncoClts creeks, and bring down all the craft he may find
there; for it is in vain to cut down bridges if the boats are
left. They cannot be trusted to the owners; for if an enemy
was to appear, such is their fear that they would deliver
them up upon the first demand.

I think tbat the fort began at Billingsport should be
attended to. If there is not a party already there, one
should be sent under a good officer, who would not too
readily take the alarm, and come off; for you may de-
pend that only small bodies will be sent to tbat distance.
But I have always found that the intelligence brought by
peoplenot used to see men in arms has always magnified
numbers exceedingly, and on this head the officer should be
guarded not to trust to report, but be well satisfiedhimself
before be gives up his post.

Having sent down Major-General PUtnam to throw up
necessary works for the defence of your city, I hope you
will cooperate with him, and give him every assistance in
your power to expedite so necessary an operation.

I have the honotJr to be, sir, yours, &c.,
Go. WASHINGTON.

The Honourable Thomas Wharton, Jun., Esq., President
of the Council.
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REV. CHARLES INGLIS TO JAMES DUANE.

North RIver, December 81h, 1776.

SIR: The calamities which threatened the city of New-
York induced me to send my family to New-Windsor last
October was a twelvemonth, and when two men-of-war
went up the North River last summer, I judged it prudent
to remove them back to Goshen, where they have remained
ever since. It were needles;; to tell you that so long a sep-
aration and absence from their home must be exceedingly
painful, and attended with much anxiety and distress, as wen
as numberless inconveniences to them and me.

Having obtained a flag of truce from the Right Honour-
able LOI'dHowe, I have come up as high as Peekskill in a
hired schooner, in order to apply to the honourable Conven-
tion sitting at Fishkill, for their leave that my family may
return. My request of you, sir, is, that you would lay my
case before the Convention, and obtain their pel'missionand
consent that my family may come from Goshen to New-
Windso~ and from hence by water in some sloop, or other
fit vessel, to this place, where I shall receive them.

I flatter myself that this indulgence will appear reason-
able in itself to the Convention; especially as a similar in-
dulgence has been granted at New- York to women whose
husbands are absent. Two recent instances I beg leave
to mention: Mrs. Lewis, wife of the Honourable Francis
Lewi,v, has got leave from General Howe to go to her hus-
band, and carry with her such furniture and other articles as
she chooses; she is also to be escorted by a -military gentle-
man as far as the advance guards of the King's troops in
New-Jersey. I mention these particulars the rather, as I
myself was not only privy but aiding to Mrs. Lewis and,her
daughter, Mrs. Robertson, in the several steps that were
taken for the above pm'pose. Mr. John Smith's wife, of
Throg's Point, who lately came to town with her family,
upon bein.gsent for by her husband by a flag of truce, has
obtained General Howe's permission also to remove with
her children, furniture, and whatever else she pleases to take
with her, as she herself assured me. So far as I can learn,
women with their children and effects may, if they choose
it, go from hence whenever they please.

_ With my family, I sent to New-Windsor apart of my
GENERALHEATHTO pmRnE VAS CORTLANDT. furniture, beds, linen, books, and papers. If the Conven-

Peekskill, December10th, 1776. tion would be pleased to permit the return of these along
SIR: The day before yesterday a schooner came up the with my family, it would greatly enhance the favour and in-

river with a flag, having on board the Rev. Charles Inglis crease my obligation.
and one l\<!r.Moor, who have come up to solicit their families. It may be proper to inform you that my family at Goshen,
I h,ave gIven orders for the vessel to stop at Verplanck's besides Mrs. Inglis, consists of Mrs. Crooke, my mother-in-
Poznt, the flag to be treated with the utmost politeness and law, three children, the eldest not quite three years, the
~espect, and at the same time with as great precaution. I youngest about three months old, two white servant women,
mformed the gentlemen that they were not to proceed a nurse, and a white servant boy. Should the Convention
either by land or water to Fishkill, but that if they had grant them leave to come _ down, I would beg that they
letters to send they should be carefully conveyed to the would also please to give such directions and orders as they
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GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL LEE.

Trenton Falls, December 10th, 1776,

DEARSIR: I last ~ight received your favour by Colonel
Humpton; and were It not for the weak and feeble state of
the force I have, I shou16 highly approve of your hanging
on the rear of the enemy and establishing the post you men-
tion. But when my situation is directly opposite to what
you suppose it to be, and when General Howe is pressing
fiu'ward with the whole of his Army except the troops that
were lately embarked, and a few besides left at New- York,
to possess himself of Philadelphia, I cannot but request and
entreat you, and this too by the advice of all the General
Officers with me, to march and join me with all your whole
force, with all possible expedition. The utmost exertions
that can be made will not be more than sufficient to save
Philadelphia. Without the aid of your force, I think there
is but little, if any, prospect of doing it. I refer you to the
route Major Hoops would inform you of. The enemy are
now extended along the Delaware at several places. By
a prisoner who was taken last night, I am told that at Pen-
nytown there are two battalions of Infantry, three of Grena-
diers, the Hessian Grenadiers, Forty-Second of Highlanders,
and two others. Their object, doubtless, is to pass the river
above us, or to prevent your joining me. I mention this
that you may avail yourself of the information. Do come
on. Your arrival may be happy; and if it can be effected
without delay, may be the means of preserving a city whose
loss must prove of the most fatal consequences to the cause
of America.

I am, &c.,
To Major-General Lee.

P. S. Pray exert your influence and brinO'with you all
the Jersey Militia you possibly can. Let the~ not suppose
their State is lost, or in any danger, because the enemy are
pushing through it. If you think General St. Clair or
General Maxwell would be of service to command 'em, I
would send either.

Go. WASHINGTON.

GENERAL HEATH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Peekskill, December 10, 1776.

DE~R GENERAL:The last evening, about eight o'clock,
I receIved the honour of yours of the 7th instant, and im-
mediately gave orders for the regiments of General Parsons's
bri~ade which.are on ~hiss!de Hudson's River, to pass over,
which they will do tllISday. I shall also order Hunting-
ton's and Tyler's to join them, and pursue the effecting the
purposes which your Excellency has been pleased to point
out. This post will now be left in a very defenceless con-
dition as to men: not a single Continental regiment on this
side of the river, and nearly all the field artillery gone over
the river.

. The enemy's fleet, which .sailed eastward a few days
Slllce, by the last accounts Iymg off New-London, ninety-
one in number. The account in Gaine's New- York paper
of December 2d, is as follows:

.'~ Thursday last several transports,. full of troops and
mIlitary stores, passed up the East Rwer into Connecticut
Sound; at the same time Sir Peter Parker and Mr. Hotham
w!th the Asia, Renown, and other men-of-war, fell down t~
the Narrows, in order to join the abo\'e transports, as 'tis
supposed, about the east end of Long-Island. Various con-
jectures arE'raised about their destination."

I have the honour to be, with great respect, your Excel-
lency's most humble servant,

W H. EATH.
His Excellency General Washington.

honourable Convention. I have accordingly sent forward
a number.

For my own part I think the present to be a time so
critical, that should I permit any persons to advance further
than to such place as may be convenient to treat with them,
or to consent to any going in to the enemy, would be acting
entirely beside my duty. The arts and stratagems of our
enemies are many; it bebooves us ever to be on our guard.
The French maxim, La mefiance est la mere de la surete,
which your Honour knows in English is, " Distrust is the
mother of security," is worthy of our attention.

The last evening I received orders from his Excellency
General Washington to cross the North River, with the
Continental troops under my command, to wit: Parsons's
brigade; they will pass the river this day. My orders are
to "move on so as to give all possible protection to the
country and vigour to the cause."

In consequence of my moving from this place and taking
so many troops with me, the passes both on this and the
other side of the river will be but weakly manned. How-
ever, I hope my stay on the other side of the river will be
but short. Should I go any distance beyond the river,
Gt'neral James Clinton will command here, unlessGeneral
Spencer should move up.

I am, sir, with respect and esteem, your most obedient
and very humble servant,

'
u H'y. EATH.

Honourable Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq.
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think necessary to prevent any'difficulty or obstruction in
their way down.

I shall wait here to receive your answer. Your laying
these particulars beforethe Convention, and their compliance,
will greatly oblige, sir, your most obedient servant,

CHARLES INGLIS.

To the Honourable James Duane, Esq., or in his absence
to the Honourable Robert R. Livingston, Charles De
Witt, Tf~lliam Duer, 01'Anthony IIoffman, Esquires, or
either of them, at Fishkill.

P. S. Enclosed is a letter from Colonel Magaw, a gen-
tleman with whom I had the pleasureto be acquaintedfo:-
merly, and whomI attended during a severe fit of sickness
since the surrender of Fort Washington. He is now recov-
ering, and I flatter myself past danger. He politely gave
me tbis lelter, which I thought proper to lay before you.

JOHN MOORE TO PIERRE VAN CORTLANDT.

On board the Hope, Flag of Truce, Verplank
's Point, ~

9th December, 1776. 5
DEARSIR: Having obtained leave from Lord Howe to

come up with a flag, in order to ask leave for my family to
accompany me to New- York, I was in g,'eat hopes I could
have been allowed to wait on the honourable Convention
on that errand, but General Heath thinking it improper I
should go forward, must apologize for the trouble of this
letter. Being so happy as to be intimately connected with
you by marriage, I must beg the favour of you, my dear sir,
to solicit the honourable Convention io bebalf of myself and
family, that tbey will be so indulgent as to grant my wife
liberty to come down with her child, servants, and house
furniture. Your humanity, my dear sir, will plead for me,
and I cannot but indulge the hope tbat the Congress will
be favourably pleased to grant me this request. I take the
liberty of mentioning to YOllthat Mrs. Lewis (lady of-the
honourable Delegate at Philadelphia) and Mrs. Smith (wife
of Mr. Smith) were last week permitted to go with their
family and effects, flags of truce having come to demand
them. The State of New-Jersey have also permitted many
ladies to come from thence.

I write this letter not certainly knowing you to be at the
Convention, and therefore take the liberty of directing it in
case,of your absence, to some other gentlemen, with some
of whom I have the honour of an intimate acquaintance,
and of others I know so much as to depend upon their
humanity.

The connection (though more distant) between Mr. Jay,
Mr. Duane, and Mr. R. Livingston, and my wife's family,
will, exclusiveof my own character and the inoffensive line
of my deportment, plead in her behalf, and obtain for me
the only portion of happiness which these wretched times
can in their nature affi)rd me. Should the honourable Con-
gress grant me this indulgence, I could wish for leave to go
myself to bring my family down; indeed, at present I know
not where they are, whether at my father's, at West-Point,
in the Highlands, or at her father's, at Poughkeepsie. If
I cannot go myself, I earnestly entreat the fa\'our of you to
send this letter by express to my father-ill-law, Jas. Liv-
ingston, Esq., Poughkeepsie, enclosed in a line from your-
self, desiring him, should my wife not be there, instantly to
send this letter to her, desiring her to come down by land
or water, with as much of her effects as she may be per-
mitted to bring. I am obliged to repeat my earnest request
to be allowed to wait upon you, on my way for my family.
I am willing to go in any way the Congress or General
may please, and am ready to pay the expenseof one or
more guards to accompany me.

Enclosed are two letters from Mr. Elliot to his friends
Messrs. Duane and Jay; to Mr. Duer also he desires his
compliments. I hope that gentleman also, and any others
who may be at Congress, and who knows me, will solicit
this h1Vour for me. I need not say how highly I shall be
obliged, and how much happiness it will afford a woman at
present very unhappy.

Mr. Ph. L Livingston is here on the same errand, as is
Mr. Inglis; and we have sent to General Heath a letter in
our favour, from tbe very worthy Colonel lUagaw, who
commanded at Fort Washington. We hope that letter
also will be laid before you.

I ha'{e not time to add, but to beg pardon for this liberty,
and to assure you that I am, very respectfully, your affec-
tion~te and obedient servant, JOHNMOORE.
To the Hon. Pierre Van Cortlarult; in his absence the

Bon. James Duane, John JaflRobt. R. Livingston,
Mr. Duer, or Anthony Hoffman, Esqrs., or either of
them, Fishkill.

PHILIP I. LIVINGSTON TO JAMES DUANE.

Verplank'a Point, December 9th.

DEAR SIR: I am thus far in a vessel with a flag of truce,
with an intention of proceeding by land from hence to the
Congress, to ask their permission for the removal of my
family to New- York, in any way that may be most agree-
able to them. As General Heath is averse to my going to
Congress without their express permission, allow me to ask
the favour of YOUl' interposition and interest with the Con-
gress for the removal of my family and their baggage to
New- York. As the season is far advanced, I must entreat
your immediate application on tbeir behalf, and that tbey
may be indulged with a sloop for tbeir removal, as women
and young children will be exposedto great inconveniences
in travelling so considerable a distance by land.

As many difficuJtieswill attend the remo\'al of my family
without my presence, even if permission is obtained from
the Congress, allow me furtber to entreat tbe permission of
Con'gress to pass to them. Any restrictions or limitations
in my progress towards them, or during my stay with them,
I shall wil1ingly submit to; besides, I wish once more to
see myoId friends, as I propose embarking for the Island of
Jamaica as soon as a convenient opportunity offers; and am
therefore desirous (as far as may be) of adjusting my late
official business. You wiJl easily conceive of bow much
importance an allowance to pass to my family will be of to

.
me. I must howeversubmit to the decision of Congress.
I should be glad :Mr. Walter Livingston was acquainted
with my intention of going to Jamaica, as I think he will
wish to see me before my departure. In case I am not
permitted to go fi'om hence, be pleased to forward the en-
closed letter to Mrs. Livingston. An answer by express,
which I shall most willingly defray the expense of, as soon
as conveniently may be, will exceedingly oblige, dear sir,
your most obedient, humble servant,

PHILIP I. LIVINGSTON.

To the Honourable James Duane, John Jay, Robert R.
Lit'ingston, Mr. Duer, and Anthony Hoffman, Esqrs.,
or eitber of them, Fishkill.

If tbe desired permission is obtained, be pleased to furnish
Mrs. Livingston with the necessary passports. As she is
unacquainted with my design of going to Jamaica, I wish it
may for some time be concealed from her.

GOVERNOUR TYRON TO REV. DR. INGLIS.

Governour Tryon presents bis compliments to the Rev.
Doct. Inglis, will be obliged to him if he wiJl take cbarge
of a packet for MI'. William Smith, and forward by the
most publick opportunity that may offer while on bis own
business under the flag of truce, also the last newspaper,
herewith enclosed.

New-York, 4th December, 1776.

MR. ELLIOT TO JAMES DUANE.

Mr. Elliot presents bis compliments to MI'. Duane, and
will be much obliged to him could be procure liberty for his
son-in-law, Mr. James Jauncey, Jr., his wife and servant, to
return to New- York. They are at present at Middletown,
in Connecticut.

To James Duane, Esq., at Fishkill.
New-York, 6th December, 1776.

JACOB WATSON TO DANIEL BIRDSALl'..

New-York, 12th mo. 4th, 1776.
RESPECTED FRIEND: \Vhen I last wrote thee, I re-

quested thee not to sell my salt and molasses, which I sent
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to thy care; but now, as I expect these articles will be much
wanted in your neighbourhood, please to dispose of them at
the going price and lay the money out in flax-seed, pork,
or good firkin butter. The first I should prefer. I bope
thee'll get it at four shillings pel' bushel. There is no pur-
chasers at any price.

If any is already sold, please to lay the money out in
these articles.

A line fi'om thee wou1dmuch oblige thy respectfulfi'iend,
JACOB WATSON.

To Daniel Birdsall, Merchant at Peekskill..

LETTER FROM MURRAY, SIMPSON & CO.

Philadelphia, 4th December, 1776.

DEARSIR: 1\11'.Lindsey informs me that he had left the
goods in your care, with orders to dispose of some part of
them; but as times now seem exceedingly precarious, we
would not wish to have any Continental on hand, therefore
desire that you will not dispose of ariy of the goods until you
hear further from us. If you have sold any of them, please
to layout the money in wheat or flour or staves, but by no
means keep aby on our account.

In haste, your real friends,
MURRAY, SIMPSON & Co.

JACOB WATSON TO DANIEL TARBOSS.

New-York, 12th mo. 4th, 1776.

RESPECTEDFRIEND: When I last wrote thee, I re-
quested thee not to sell my salt in thy hands, as I intended
to have purchased pork in your County to barrel; but as I
eX]Ject it is an article which wiJI be much wanted, I am
willing thee should dispose of it for pork, flax-seed, or good
firkins of butler. If it is already sold, please to lay the
money out for flax-seed at the current price going.

If I could be f.woured with a line without giving any
umbrage, would much oblige thy respectful friend,

JACOB W.ATSON.

Daniel Tarboss, at Fishkill Landing.

LEVI DE WITT TO COLONEL CHARLES DE WITT.

Newborough, December 10, 1776.

SIR: Lieutenant Lounsberry, and (as he tells me) some
more of the Captains of the Second Regiment, not serving,
of consequence there will be some vacancies, and if it could
be, would be glad that I might be appointed. Yet I leave
it with you; and am, sir, your most obedient, humble ser-
vant, LEVI DE WITT.
Colonel CharlesDe Witt, Member of the Provincial. Con-

gress, at Fishkill.

P. S. Notwithstanding the above, I am sensible of the fa-
vour done me by the former appointment as Quartermaster.
If Lounsberry resigns, would recommend Charles Newkirk,
now Lieutenant under Lounsberry, as a Captain.

NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GENERAL GEORGE

CLINTON.

December 10th, 1776.

SIR: You are to assemble the Mi]itia of your brigade as
soon as possible, at Chester, in the County of Orange, and
to march them from thence into the State of New-Jersey, if
it can be done consistent with the security of the passes
through the High]ands, which you are on no consideration
ever to put it out of your power to regain. You are either
to join Generals Lee or Gates, if they should command sep-
arate bodies in New-Jersey, to hang on the rear of the enemy,
provided they are now and shall continue to be in such places
as will enable you to do it without endangering the loss of
the above passes, the regaining of which you are ever to have
in view. If neither of those Generals should command such
separate bodies, or be in such a situation as will enable you
to join them consistent with the safety of those passes, or
should, after you had joined them, 01' either of them, make
such a movement as will leave this State exposed, you are
then to form a separate corps, and to cooperate with them
as far as lays in your power, in distressing the enemy, and

raising and collecting the well-affected and curbing and over-
awinO" the disaffected subjects of the State of New-Jersey,
and :'0 concur in every other measure with them which rn~y,
in your opinion, contribute to the general welfar~ of Amen,ca,
without at any time losing sight of the necessity of havmg
open your relUrn to the above passes in the Highlands.

To General George Clinton.

LADY JOHNSON'S PASS.

The bearer, Lady Johnson, is permiUed to go to Fis~-
kill, in order to apply for a pass to go to New- York; and It
is requested that sl~~ may pass thither unmolested.

By order: JOHN BARCLAY, Chairman.
To all concerned.

.

Albany, 10th December, 1776.

COLONEL BROWN TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read December 26, 1776.]

Albany, 10th December, 1776.

SIR: Enclosed is transmitted a copy of the second peti-
tion I preferred to Major-General Horatio Gates, praying a
compliance with the ordet.of Congress for a Court of Inquiry
on myself, together with a complaint ag~inst, and petition
for the trial of, Genet'al Arnold, for the cnmes therem men-
tioned, as also a copy of the answer, which I obtained with
difficulty, as will appear by the copies herewith transmitted;
which puts me under the necessity of troubling you on a
subject which ought to have been considered and determined
by a different tribunal, agreeable to the rules of war. I must
therefore once more request a

r
eremptory rule of Congress

for my own as well as Genera Arnold's trial, at such time
and place as the honourable Congress shall think proper to
appoi'"!t. I must nevertheless take the lib,erty of observing,
that I think myself to have been treated m a most extraor-
dinary and singular manner; and should my treatment be
adopted as a precedent in the Continental Army, Congress
would have nothing to do but bearing the trifling complaints
of the officers in their service.

I must also request that proper provision be made for
summoning, and compelling if need should be, such wit-
nesses to attend the trial as shall be thought necessary.

I am, sir, with respect, your humble servant,
JOHN BROWN.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Conti-
nental Congress, at Philadelphia.

To the Ron. HORATIOGATES,Esq., Major-General in tIle
Army of the UNITED S'.rATESOF AMERICA, Commanding
at ALEANY,humbly showeth:
That in the month of February last, Brigadier-General

Amold transmitted to the honourable Continental Congress
an unjustifiab1e, false, wicked, and malicious accusation
aO'ainstme and my character, as an officer in their service,
af the time when I was under his immediate command.
That had there been the least ground for such accnsation,
the author thereof had it in his power, indeed it was his
duty, to have brought me to a fair trial by a General Court-
Martial in the country where the pretended crime is said to
have originated. That I was left to the necessity of applying
to Congress, not only for the charge give~ in against me,
but an order for a Court of Inquiry on my own conduct with
respect thereto. That in consequence of my application, I
obtained a positive order of Congress to the then General
commanding the Northern Department, for a Court of In-
quiry, before whom I might justify my injured character.
That the said order was transmitted to your Honour, at
Ticonderoga, in the month of August last, and notwith-
standing the most ardent solicitation on my part, the order
of Congress has not yet been complied with. That upon
my renewing my application to your Honour for a Court of
Inquiry, you was pleased to refer me to the Board of War.
Thus I have been led an expensive dance from Generals to
Congress, and from Congress to Generals, and am now re-
ferred to a Board of War, who, I will venture to say, have
never yet taken cognizance of any such matter, nor do I think
it, with great submission to your Honour, any part of their
duty. 1 therefore must conclude that this information, from
the mode of its origin, as weIl as from the repealed evasions

'it'
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. of a fair hearing,is now rested on the author's shoulders. I

therefore beg your Honour will please to order Brigadier-
General Arnold in arrest, for the following c:rimes,which I
11mready to verify, viz:

1st. For endeavouring to asperse your petitioner's char-
acter, in the most infamous manner.

,2d. For unwarrantably degrading and reducing the rank
conferred on your petitioner by his (General Arnold's) su-
periour officer, and subjecting your petitioner to serve in an
inferionr rank to that which he had been appointed.

3d. For ungentleman-like conduct in his letter to General
Wooster, of the 25th of Jtmu,ary last, charging your peti-
tioner with a falsehood, and in a private manner, which is
justly chargeable Onhimself.

4th. For suffering the small-pox to spread in the camp
before Quebeck, and promoting inoculationsthere in the
Continental Army.

5th. For depriving a part of the Army under his com-
mand of their usu<l1aIlowance of provisions ord~red by Con-
gress.

6th. For interfering and countermanding the orders of his
$uperiour officer.

7th. For plundering the inhabitants of Montreal, in direct
violation of a solemn capitulation agreement entered into
with them by ollr late bnwe and worthy General Montgom-
ery, to the eternal disgrace of the Continental arms.

8th. For giving unjustifiable, unwarrantable, cruel, and
bloody orders, directing whole villages to be destroyed, and
the inhabitants thereof put to death by fire and sword, with-
CHI.tany distinctions to friend or foe, age or sex.

9th. For entering into an unwarrantable, unjustifiable, and
partial agreement with Captain Foster for the exchange of
prisoners take!) at The Cedars, without the knowledge, ad-
vice, or consent of any officer than those present with him
on the spot.

10th. For ordering inoculation of the Continental Army
at Sorel, without the knowledge of, and contrary to the in-
tentions of, the General comm<lodiogthat Northern Depart-
ment, by which fatal consequences ensued.

1] tho For great misconduct during his command, frpm
the camp at Cambridge, in the year 1775, until he was su-
perseded by General lUontgomcry, at Point-aU)::-Tremble,
near Quebec.

.

lQth. For great miSl;Onduptin his.command of the Con-
tinental fleet in Lake Champlain, which occasioned the loss
thereof.

]3th. For disobedience of the orders of his superiour offi-
cers, while acting by a commission from the Provincial Con-
gress of the Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, and for
disobedience of the orders of a Comn,inee of the same Con-
gress, sent from that State to inspect into his conduct; and
also for insulting, abusing, and imprisoning the said Commit-
tee; as also for q treasonable attempt to make his escape
with the navigators then at or near Ticonderoga, to the
enemy at St. John's, which obliged t~e then commanding
officer of Ticonderoga and its dependencies to i.ssuea posi-
th-e order to the officerscommanding our batteries at Crown-
P()int to stop or sink the vessels attempting to pass that post,
and by force of arms make a f>risonerof the said General
.Ltrnold, (then a Colonel,) which was accordingly done.

JNO. BROWN,Lieutenant- Colonel.
Albany, 1st December, 1776.

Albany, December 2d, 1776.

SIR: Having been put to the necessity to present your
Honour with a petition yesterday, ml,lstbeg your answer to
the same.

.

I have the honour to be, with respect, your most obedient,
humble servant J B L ..,

NO. ROWN, zeutcnant-Colonel.

To General Horatio Gates.

Albany, December 2d, 1776.

SIR: I am sorry that necessity Once more obliges me to
trouble your Honour on the present occasion. I really
thought that the petition which I gave you yesterday con-
tained matters of so much importance, as either to entitle me
to the prayer thereof, or an answer in writing, setting forth
the reason why it was rejected; as the one would have been
satisfactory, the other enabled me to Jay the petition at large,

and your answer, before Congress. Must therefore humbly
request your Honour to give me your answer in writing.

I am, sir, with respect, your most obedient, humble ser-
vant, JNO. BROWN,Lieutenant-Colonel.
To General Gates.

GENERAL GATES TO COLONEL BROWN.

Albany, 2d December, 1776.

SIR: Since you are so importunate for an answer in wri-
tmg to your petition of yesterday, I think proper to acquaint
you that I shaH lay your petition before Congress, who wiH,
when they see fit, give such orders as they think necessary
thereupon. .

I am, sir, YOUI'humble servant,

Lieutenant-Colonel Brown.
HQRATIO GATES.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

SaralQga, December 10th, 1776.

SIR: I do myse]f the honour to enclose you sundry re-
turns, which Colonel Wayne, agreeable to my orders, has
just transmitted. Congress wiJl perceive from those the
strength of the garrison at Ticonderoga and Mount Inde-
pendence, and how very capital our wants are in this
quarter.

I ha\'e every reason to believe that the troops at Ticon-
deroga and tbe other posts above wiH not tarry five days
after the term of their in]istment is expired; and what makes
this the more alarming is, the very little probability of re-
placing them with others. Should that unfortunately be the
case, General Carleton, who cannot fail of being minutely
informed of wbatever passes tbere, will most certainly ros-
sess himself of that fortress as soon as Lake Champlazn is
so frozen as to be rendered capable of carrying horses on
the ice. Let me, therefore, most earnestly entreat Con-
gress to take measures to prevent a disaster which would be
attended with the most terrible consequences. I have writ-
ten on the occasion to the Eastern States. I have urged
the necessity of hastening up the troops; but I fear, unless
my application, which went by express on the 3d instant,
enclosing the resolution of Congress of the 22d u1timo, is
seconded by the order of Congress, It wiJr be of little avail,
as I am informed the levies are making very tardily, and
that the troops will not march unless the corps are complete,
for which they should not by any means wait, as there is
now a plentiful stock of provisions at Ticonderoga, and
nothing to fear from the enemy until the time I have men-
tioned. I would repair to Congress, but if I quit this quar-
ter before the garrison of Ticonderoga is relieved, and the
accident I dread should happen, the misfortune will be
imputed to me. I am, therefore, under the disagreeable
necessity of deferring my journey for some time.

I beg leave to inform Congress that not one General
Officer is left with me. I therefore wish that some were
sent up, and hope, if Genera] Gates cannot come, that Gen-
eral Arnold's business at Congress may be expedited; for
much, very much, is to be done, and great exertions to be
used, in providing the various necessaries for the next cam-
paign. And although whilst I continue in the command I
shall most cheerfully devote every moment to this important
business, yet I have too many affairs on hand to pay to each
its proper attention.

Colonel Baldwin and Major Stevens, who had oLtained
General Gates's leave of absence, called on me in their way
down. I have given them orders to procure as many of the
articles mentioned in their respective lists in the Eastern
States as they possibly can, but I fear a)l they may be able
to collect will be very trifling; nor do I expect that Geo-
eral Ward, to whom I have also wrote, will be able to give
me any material aid. I must, therefore, entreat Congress
to send whatever they can from Pennsylvanla. The articles
markedA, I have taken measUresto procure here, and hope
to succeed.

Since Colonel Warner called upon me, I have received
a letter from Mr. Sherman, assuring me that Congress had
resolved to let Colonel Warner raise a regiment, and ur"inO'
me to order him money. Although such a letter is n~t:
sufficient authority, I have nevertheless ventured 10give a
warrant for half the bounty. The Colonel assures me he
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can raise a regiment in a few days. I must, however, con-
fess that my expectations of his comp]eting one at aB are
very little. .

Since the date of the Commissary's return, about one
hundred barrels of flour have been sent across Lake George.
I am informed that all the care is not taken of it that ought
to be. Tbe Commissary complains that he wants store':
houses.

From the account that Lieutenant-Colonel Varick gives
me, who is just retlJrned from mustering the troops t.o the
northward, the necessity of the most pointed instructions to
the Paymasters is absolute]y necessary. I have long since
requested of Congress to know who was to give these. Last
winter I threw together my thoughts on the subject, but do
not recollect whether I sent a copy to Congress or not.

I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient, humble
servant,

PH. SCUUYLER.
To the Honourable John Hancock.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY,

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety,
December 10th, 1776-

Present: His Honour the Governour, Eliphalet Dyer,
Jabez Huntington, William Williams, William Hillhouse,
Nathaniel Wales, Jun., Berifamin .Huntington, and Thomas
Seymour, Esquires.

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table for £ 1400 in favour
of Captain Harding, of the brig Defence, and for the use of
said brig; to render his account.-( Order given December
10th, 1776, delivered Captain Harding.)

Voted, To give order to Prosper Wetmore, Esq., Sheriff,
on Captain Harding's producing and lodging with him his
power-of-attorney from the officers and men on board the
brig Defence, in the capture of the prize ship John, taken
by them and brought into New-London, and condemned,
that first deducting the charges of condemnation and all other
expenses, and then one-twentieth part of the- net proceeds
of the avails Qfthe ship and cargo, being the Admiral's part,
settled by Congress, then the one-third of the remainder to
be by him paid to Captain Harding for his and brig's crew,
their share in said prize, t.aking his receipts therefor, and to
call upon Captain Bill for the bill of expenses, and to see
that they are all properly coJlected in order to make settle-
ment.-(Order given out December 13th, 1776.)

Directed Prosper Wetmore, Esq., to pay to Captain
Harding £716 I~s. 10d., of the State's money in his
bands, which, together with £683 7s. 2d., makes the sum
of £1400 contained in the order given as above, on this
page, to Captain Harding.

Voted, To order Captain Jabez Huntington, of Windham,
to deliver to the Selectmen of. Coventry, as town stock,
twenty-five pounds of Powder, for the use of the Militia of
Covent~ now marching towards Providence.-(Order de-
livered 1!.iph'mRoot, Esq.)

DOCTOR EUSTIS TO GENERAL HEATH.

Norwalk, December 10th, 1776.

SIR: Having under my care in this place a very consid-
erable number of the sick troops, I think it my duty to make
you acquainted with their situation, that you may determine
whether some measures cannot be taken which will be ad-
vantageous to the pubJick, and agreeable, at the same time,
to the sick soldiers.

We have in town of tbe new levies and Continental
troops about four hundred sick, a great proportion of which
are convalescent, able to walk abroad, but not so well
accruited as to be able to cope with the duties of the camp.
The new levies, whose term of inlistment expires the 25th
of this month, I recommended for discharges as fast as they
chose to take them, and had friends to carry their recom-
mendations to camp. They belonged principally to this
State, and most of them had parents or fi'iends to assist
them in getting home. With the established troops the case
is very different. There are many sick from the regiments
who marched fi'om Boston in the spring, who have borne
the burthen of the campaign, who have no money and no
friends; or if they have them, they are at such a distance
that it is out of their power to serve them. Many of them

are getting their health, and are willing to be discharged;
and it will certainly be for the benefit of the publick to let
them go home as fast as they are able. The Continent

'will by this means save their pay and save their provisions,
not to mention that the men wiJl be able to take the field
earlier the next campaign. None of the troops, except
Colonel Ward's regiment, are engaged after the expiration
of December. The time is almost gone; and whether it will
not be for the good of the service to have the men discharged
from the hospital as fast as they are able and wiIJing to go
home, is submitted to the superiour jungment of General
Heath, by his most respectful, humble servant,

\V ILLIA1\J EUSTIS,

Surgeon of the General Hospital at Norwalk.
To the Honourable Major-General Heath.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO THE MARINE COMMITTEE.

On board the Warren, five mile/! below Proviilence, ~
December10th, 1776. S

GENTLEMEN:Three days ago the English fleet, of about
fifty-four sail of transports and sixteen sail of men-of-war,
arrived in this bay; and two days ago they landed, I believe,
about four thousand troops, and took possession of the island
of Rhode-Island, without opposition. The inhabitants of
the town of Newport favoured tbeir operation, I believe, too
much. The Militia are come in, in order to prevent their
further operations. I thought it best to come up the river after
the fleet Was within about two leagues of us, with the War-
ren, Providence, Cob.tmbus,brigantine Hampden, and sloop
Providence. The inhabitants are in daily expectation of an
attack on the town of Providence. I have got the ships in
the best posture of defence we can make them, without they
were fully manned, which they are not more than half.
We lay where the ships can't come up that draw much mora
water than we do. If we get the ships manned, shall take
some favourable opportunity, and attempt getting to sea
with some of the ships; but at present think we are of more
service here than at sea without we were manned.

I am, gentlemen, your most humble servant,
ESEK HOPKINS.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Marine
Committee at PMladelphia.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

On board the Warren, oft' PatQ~et, December 10th, 1776.

SIR: There is now at Providence of OUrmen belonging
to the fleet, Robert RelJ, William Lenn, Philip Gordin;
William Seeaner, Peter Cane, Pierce, J. Lambert;
Jos. Merre, and fiveof the Cabot'speople,with a number
of others, which should be glad you will send with my offi-
cer, the Sheriff; or his Deputy, in order that they may be
broughton board, where they will be of service. Nothing
new transpires this day.

.

I am your Honour's humble servant,
ESEK HOPKINS.

To the Hon. Nicholas Cooke, Esq., Governour of the State
of Rhode-Island, at Providence.

M. DE GAIAULT TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Translation. ]

Ro~bury, December 10, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I carne from France to this Continent with
:Mr. Couleaux, who will deliver you this, and many others,
by which you will see who we are. I thought, gentlemen,
that I acted for the advantage of your affairs, in pursuing my
journey to Philadelphia and passing through your different
armies, where probably they will be pleased to hear of the
live]y interest my coUntry takes in tbe grand cause for which
you contend. I sball join Genera] Lee, and from thence I
will go to General Washington, whose order I will take, and
offer him my services. What has particularly detm'mined

.

me to this conduct, is the report of an action being soon
expected, and of the great number of your brave country-
men now under arms, with whom I shall think myselfbappy
to fight, and to be useful by the military knowledge I have
acquired.

In regard to the letter of Dr. Dubourg, and to the me-
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moil'sincluded,I shan not conceal from you that it is neces-
sary I should gil.e you a just idea of wbat you ought to
think on that head. Dr. Dubourg is a man of great probity
and attachment for you; he bas a great deal of knowledge,
but full of tbis confidence, influenced by the rectitude of his
heart. I fear, too, he yields his belief too easily, witbout
examination, and tbat the constant study of bis closet op-
poses in bim the progress of experience, by which his zeal

'may suffer illusion. When I shall have tbe honour to see
you, I will give you a detail of matters. I wait for this time
with impatience; until then 1 shall endeavour to employ
myself usefully to my country-permit me to call yours by
that appellation; my sincere attachment to it gives me
that right.

I am, &c., DE GATAULT.

To the General Congress of the United States of America,
at Pltiladelphia.

Honourab]e John Hancock, Esq.:

I am directed to acquaint the President of the honourable
Congress of ihe sums advanced to the Sieur Gaiault, Chev-
alier, and Sieur Couleaux, on account oftbe Congress; which
you'll perceive by the enclosed resolve that I have now the
honour to transmit to you.

I am, sir, with great esteem, your Honour's most obedient,
humble servant, JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

Resolve on the Petition ofLE SIEUR G AIAULT,ifc. Passed
NOVEMBER16, 1776.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the Publick Treas-
ury to the Sieur Gaiault, Chevalier, and to the Sieur Cou-
leaux, the sum of sixty-six pounds thirteen shillings and four
pence, to enable them to procure horses and carriages neces-
sary for their journey to the Congress at Philadelphia, and
that the said sum be cbarged to the Continental account;
and that the Secretary be directed to acquaint the Presiden t
of the Congress of the sum advanced to the said Sieur
Gaiault, Chevalier, and Sieul' Couleaux, on account of the
Congress, that they may take such order thereon as they
shall think best.

WILLIAM THOMPSON TO RICHARD DEVENS.

Stoughton, Tuesday morning, December 10th, 1776,

SIl~: I set out yesterday at sunset and travelled here last
night, and saw two of the Selectmen, wbo with the utmost
readiness have procured a carriage to transport the powder
to Attleborough. It is now ready to be loaded in the cart,
and will be set out by ten o'clock this forenoon, in Mr.
Blackman's cart, (one of the Selectmen,) who goes witb it
himself with an armed guard. So doubt not it will have
proper despatch and security. I shall set out before, and
hope to see'all at Attleborough this afternoon or evening.

I am, sir, Your humble servant, U7 Tn M. HOMPSON.
Richard Devens, Esq.

MESHECH WEARE TO JAMES BOWDOIN.

State of New-Hampshire, Exeter, 10 December, 1776.

SIR: Having recei\'ed certain intelligence tbat a large
number of the enemy's sbips had made their appearance at
Rhode-Island, the General Court of this State have sent
orders to the Colone]s of OUI'Militia to hold tbeir respective
regiments in readiness to march on the shortest notice to the
relief of that State, if necessary, and have in the mean time
despatched the bearer, Major Samuel Philbrick, to Boston,
to gain fmther intelligence of the enemy, and to transmit the
same to us with the greatest despatch.

1 am, with all due respect, sir, YOUI'most obedient and
humble servant,

MESHECH WEARE, President of the Council.

To the Honourable James Bowdoin, Esq., President of the
Council of Massachusetts State.

P. S. Major Philbrick can inform you that the General
Assembly of this State have just passed a resolve for an
embargo on our navigation, agreeable to the resolve of your
State. Also, that orders have issued for the raising five bun-
dred men from our Militia, to march forthwith to New- York,
to reinJorce the Army there.

JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, December 11th, 1776.

SIR: I sent you a parcel of nails by Mr. Speer, and have
bougbt a parcel of the rum that was on board the schooner,
about five hundred pounds worth; and as soon as any of the
vessels is to be sold, I will purchase the schooner or tbe brig,
or both. I would have purchased the snow, but the best
judges thought her too old. The prize ship that came yes-
terday is a very fine one for the Old France trade.

Captain Martin will sail to-morrow without fail. Hands
are so scarce it is almost impossible to get them. I have
beef enough salted, I suppose, for some time. I am picking
up all the pork I can for the Defence. Butter and cheese
is very high. I think Captain Martin and hands will expend
in wages and repairs two hundred pounds. Please send me
fifteen hundred or two thousand pounds. Money is paid away
surprising1y, but I can't do with less.

From your humble servant,
JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH.

To the honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.
P. S. Mr. Speer, Mr. Smith, Mr. Turnbull, or Captain

Cook,will be good hands to send moneyby. Send it soon,
as I am out.

CHARLES TIj:OMSON )'0 GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, December 11, 1776.

Sm: The President being necessari1y engaged with his
fc'lmilv, I have the honour to inform you that your letter of
the 10th was duly received and laid before Congress, and
to transmit you a resolution of Congress passed this day.

I am, sir, YOUl'obedient, humble servant,
CHA. THOMSON.

To his Excellency General Wasltington.

Resolve of Congress recommending a day of Fasting and
Prayer.

In Congress, December 11, 1776.

Whereas the just war into which the United States oj
America have been forced by Great Britain is likely to be
still continued by the same violence and injustice which
have hitherto animated the enemies of American freedom j

and whereas it becomes all publick bodies as well as pri\.ata
persons to reverence the Providence of God, and look up
to him as the Supreme Disposer of all events, and the Ar-
biter of the fate of natioJls:

Therefore the Congress hereby Resolve, That it be recom-
mended to all tbe States, as soon as possible to appoint a day
of solemn Fasting and Humiliation, to implore of Almighty
God the forgiveness of the many sins prevailing amoncrall
ranks, and to beg tbe countenance and assi!;tanceof his P~ovi-
dence in the prosecution of this just and necessary war.

The Congress do also, in the most earnest manner, recom-
mend to all the members of the United States, and particu-
larly to the officers,civil and military, under them, the exer-
cise of repentance and reformation; and further, do require
of the said officers of the military department the strict
observation of the articles of war in general, and particularly
that of said articles which forbids profane swearing and all
other immoralities; of which all such officers are desired to
take notice.

It is left to each State to issue out Proclamations fixincr,

"the day that appears most proper for theIr several bounds.
Extract from the Minutes:

CHARLES THOJlISON, Secretary.
I

MEJlIORIAL OF LEWIS DE LINKF.NSDORFF.

To the honourable the Continental Congress:
The j);lemorialofLEwIs DE LINKENSDORFF,Adjutant of the

GERMANBattalion:
Humbly begs leave to refer to his petition lately presented

to your honourable House, for advancing him six months'
pay. The duties of an Adjutant in tbe present situation of
affairs can hard]y be performed without a horse and some
equipage, of which he has lately had the misfortune to lose
a considerable part, and cannot afford to replace it without
some advance.

~

And your memorialist, as in duty, &c.,
LEWIS.DE LINKENSDORFF.

Philadelphia, December lI,l776.
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THOMAS WHARTON TO DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER.

In Couneil of Safety, Philade1phia, December 11th, 1776.

SIR: The present situation of this State makes it neces-
sary to remove all the State prisoners from this city; and the
honourable Board of War has advised us to send part to
your care, to dispose of them in such safe place of confine-
ment as you may think proper. In consequence of which
we have sent you .; a list of their names you ha\'e
annexed. 'fhey have been very acti ve and dangerous
enemies to these States, and it is of great importance that
they be prevented fi'ommaking an escape. Being appri~ed
of these facts, we have no doubt of your care and attention
to have them secured.

Weare, sir, your humble servants. By order of Coun-
cil' P .J.

THO. WHARTON, reSl ent.
To the honourable President of the Council of Safety of

lUarylanJ.

SAMUEL CHASE TO CAPTAIN NICHOL~ON.

WednesdllY morning, Philadelphia, December 11th, In6.

SIR: It has been reported that you was coming up to
this city with a body of seamen and marines. One of the
frigates is ready for the sea. The other three may be soon
ready for a short voyage, if men could be procured. You
'would render essential service if you could immediately
come up with a body of seamen; and an attempt might
be made to brill<T round all the frigates here to Baltimore
town. It cannot be doubted the Council of Safety would
lend the hands belonging to the Defelice for this very im-
portant service. You will send an express to the Council
of Safety. Not one moment is to be lost. I write this by
the order of Congress.

We were informed yesterday morning that the enemy
were at Burlington, iHonday evening. We have certain
intelligence just now, that the enemy were not there last
night. It is reported and believed that some of their
LiO'ht-Horse were seven miles above that place on Monday.
N;t one of the enemy are on the west side of the Dela-
ware. It is believed that the main body of General Hou'e's
Army is at Maidenhead, about six miles above, to the west
of Trenton. General Lee, with between five and six thou-
sand men, was at Morriss- Town last Sunday evening; he
will join General Washington, who is with his Army oppo-
site Trenton.

The Congress will not quit this ~ity but in the last ex-
tremity. To prevent false reports, publish the abO\'e.

Inform Mr. Purviance that Mrs. Hancock will set off
this day.

.

Let it be known that arms furnished to OUl'
Militia, but the want of them be no excuse.

Your obedient servant, SAM'L CHASE.

Captain James Nicholson, Baltimore Town, iJ'laryland.

CAPTAIN NICHOLSON TO MR. AUTHENBECK.

In absence or Captain Cook, I would recommend to you
to consider the necessity of irnmediateJy sending off all the
Defence's hands that lays in your power. ] will assist your
officer that you shall think proper to send with them.

Please to show this to Mr. Purviance, and conduct him
on the occasion, that he may send word of to the
Council of Safety. I shall make the best of my way to
Philadelphia.

I am yours, &c.,

Mr. Authenbeck.
JAS. NICHOI.SON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Referred 12 December to the Board of War.]
Head-Quarters, Falls of Delaware, 11 December, 1776.

SJR: After I had wrote you yesterday] received certain
information that the enemy, after repairing Croswick's bridge,
had advanced a party of about five hundred to Bordentown.
By their taking this route it confirmed me in my opinion
that they have an intention to land between this and Phila-
delphia, as well as above, if they can procure boats (or that
purpose.

I last night directed Commodore Seymour to station all
his galleys between Bordentown and Philadelphia, to give

the earliest intelligence of any appearance of the enemy on
the Jersey shore.

I yesterday rode up the river about ele\'en miles, to Lord
Stirling's post, where I found a prisoner of the Forty-Second
ReO'iment, who had been just brought in. He informed me
thaf Lord Cornwallis was at Penny- Town with two battal- .
ions of Grenadiers, and three of Light-Infantry, all British,
the Hessian Grenadiers, the Forty-Second High.land Regi-
ment, and two other battalions, the names of which he did
not remember. He knew nothing of the reason of their
bein<Tassembled there, nor what were their future intentions;
but f last night received information from my Lord IS'tirling,
which had been brought in by his scouts, which in some
measure accounted for their being there. They had made
a forced march from Trenton on Sunday night to Coryel's
Ferry, in hopes of surprising a sufficient number of boats to
transport them; but finding themse]ves disappointed, had
marched back to Penny- Town, where they remained yester-
day. From their several attempts to seize boats, it does
not look as if they had brought any with them, as I was at
one time informed. I last night sent a person over to
Trenton, to learn whether there was any appearance of
building any; but he could not perceiv~ any preparations
for a work of that kind; so that I am In hopes, If proper
care is taken to keep all the craft out of their way, they
will find the crossing Delaware a matter of considerable
difficulty.

I receivedanother letter from General Lee last evening;
it was dated at Chatham, which I take to be near ~Morris-
Town, the 8th of this month. He had then received my
letter sent by Major Hoops, but seemed still inclined to
hang upon the enemy's rear; to which I should have no
objection, had I a sufficient force to oppose them in front;
but as I have not at present, nor do I see much probability
of further reinforcement, I bave wrote to him in the most
pressing terms to join me with all expedition.

Major Sheldon, who commands the volunteer Horse from
Connecticut, waits upon Congress to establish some mode of
pay. I can only say that the service of himself and his troop
has been such as merits the warmest thanks of the publick,
and deserves a handsome compensation for their trouble.
Whatever is settled now will serve for a precedent in future.
From the experience I have had this campaign of the utility
of Horse, I am convi\lced there is no carrying on the war
without them, and I would therefore recommend the estab.
lishmentof one or more corps, in proportion to the number
of Foot, in addition to those already raised in Virginia.

If Major Sheldon would undertake the command of a
regiment of Horse on the Continental establishment, I be-
lieve he could verysoon raise them; and I can recommend
him as a man of activity and spirit, from what I have seen
of him.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your most,
obedient servant,

Go. WASHINGTON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL LEE.

Trenton Falls, December ]lth, 1776.

DEAR SIR : Your favour of the 8th instant, by the Light-
Horseman, reached me last night. Having wrote you fully
respecting my situation just before it came to hand, it is
unnecessary to add much now. I shall only say that Phil.
adelphia,beyondall question, is the object of the enemy's
movements, and that nothing less than our utmost exertions
will be sufficient to prevent General Howe from possessing
it. The force I have is weak and entirely incompetent to
that end. I must .therefore entreat you to push on with
every possiLle succour you can bring. Your aid may give
a more favourable complexion to our affairs. You know
the importance of the city of PhUadelphia, and the fatal
consequences that must attend the Joss of it.

I am, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.
To Major-General Lee.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL THOMPSON.

Trenton Falls, December 11th, 1776.

DEAR SI~: Being desirous of effecting an exchange of
prisoners as far as circumstances will admit of, I shall be
much obliged by your transmitting to me, by tbe earliest
opportunity, the names and ranks of the officerswho were
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r~leased on parole by General Carleton. I presume you
have a list ~nwhich they are ~pecjfied, and without which
I cannot pomt out to General Howe the officers who should
be discharged from their paroles, in lieu of those who have
been and will be sent in by us.

1 am, dear sir, with great respect, &c.,
.

Go. WASHINGTON.

To 13rigadier-GeneraJ Thompson, Prisoner.
P. S. Your exchanO'e for Governour Franklin has been

proposed to General Howe, who has returned no answer as
yet.

GENEltAL L£E '1'0 GENERAL WASH1NtlTON.
Morris-Town, December, ye 11th, 1776.

We have three thousand men here at present; but they
are so ill shod that we have been obliged to haJt these two
days for ,,:ant of shoes. Seven regiments of Gates's corps
are on their march, but where they actually are, is oot cer-
tain. General Lee has sent two officers this day, one to
inform him where the Delaware can be crossed above
Trenton, the other to examine the road towards Burlington,
as General Lee thinks he can, without great risk, cross the
great Brunswick post road, and by a forced night's march
make his way to the ferry below Burlin~ton. Boats should
be sent up from Philadelphia to receIve him. But this
scheme he only proposes if the head of the enemy's column
actually pass the river. The Militia in this part of the
Province seemsaI1guine. If they could be sure of an army
remaining amongst 'em, 1 believe they would raise a very
considerable number.

[The onginal is endorsed" From Genera11.ee. hj

GENERAL LEE TO GENE'RAJ, HEATH.

Morris-Town, December ye 11th, 1776.

SIR: 1 would recommend to you, if you are at Rama-
pouch or Pompton, to take your route either by the Great
or Little Falls; if by the Gre?t Falls, you may co.me by
Hachquacknock. If by the Little Falls you may mquire
for Newark Mountains, and come a route at a small dis-
tance from the river; but had better send an express to
Springfield, seven miles west of Elizabeth- Town where
about one thousand Militia are collected to watch ~he mo-
tions of the enemy. Their subsequent motions must be
directed according to circumstances.

CHARLESLEE, Jlajor-General.
P. S. .The. gentlemen to whom you are to address your-

self for intelligence are Colonel Ford, at or near Spring-
field, 01'the Rev. James Caldwell, near Chatham.

"GENERAl. SULJ,IV AN'S ORDERS.

December II, 1776.
The whole Army to strike their tents to-morrow morn-

ing, at half past seven, and to parade in order to march by
eight.

Hitchcock's brigade to march in front, Colonel Glover in
the centre, and Colouel Seargent in the real'.

The wagons to march between the centre and rear
brigades.

General McDougle's brigade is annexed to Colonel
Seargent's, and to be commanded by him till fUl'ther
orders.

The same order of march to be observed as yesterday.
The Adjutants immediately to make proper returns of

the troops to the Brigade-Majors, and they to the Deputy
Adjutants-General.

In case a~ attack should be attempted by the enemy in
our f~nt, Hz.tch.cock'sand Glover's brigades are to form the
first lme, Hztch.cock on the right and Glover on the left.
Seargent to form a second line in the rear, and parade the
baggage wagons in a line in his front.

REV. CHARLES INGLIS TO GENERAl. HEATH.

Verplanck's Point, December II, 1776.
SIR: Majors Huntington and Pullen favoured me with a

"isit to-day, and gave me information conceminrr the mode
of procedure .in acc?mplishing the business on \\'I~ch 1 came
here, (and with wluch YOUI'Excellency is now acquainted,)

which 1 was not so fortunate as to know before. After the
best inquiry at New- York, I understood that the members
of the Convention at Fishkill were the principal persons to
whom 1 should apply for leave to bring home my family and
furniture, but could not learn what gentleman was vested
with chief military command at Peekskill. Even after I
came here and was told that your Excellency commanded
at that place, I was assured that it would be quite sufficient
Yot! should see my letter to the honourable Convention,
without any particular application to yourself. The above
gentlemen, however, gave me to understand that the man-
agement and transaction of such matters is committed to you.
This being the case, I could not be satisfied with my own
conduct till 1 had assured your Excellency that my omission
of addressing you on the occasion did not proceed from !lny
want of deference or respect to you, but purely from not
knowing the steps that were proper to be taken; and 1
flatter myself that this will serve as an apology for the
onWiSlon.

The gentlemen above-mentioned intimated that some
difficulty in sulfering my family to come away might arise
/i'om an apprebension that they would give some informa-
tion respectingthe country; to which 1 shall only say, that
1 am perfectly willing your Excellency should order an
oath of secrec)' to be administered to tbose of them who are
to the years of discretion; and I here solemnly promise, on
the word of a gentleman and a Christian, that so far from
desiring them to violate their oath, I shall inculcate on them
the sacredness of an oath in general, and their duty to
observe this one in particular. Mrs. Antill was lately per-
mitted by General Dickinson to eome from Brunswick to
New- York, on taking such an oath, and I believe she has
religiously observed it. Such precautions are certainly
prudent, though 1 am of opinion that there is much better
intelligen?econveye~ to both armies in this unhappy con- '
test than could be given or communicated by women.

My family have been absent from home near fifteen
months. 1 am distressed beyond expression at the thought
of their being absent another winter ; and bringing them
home is, believe me, the only object I bave in view, without
the least desire or intention of interfering with eithe

.

r military
or political matters. Women ba ve liberty to remove with
their children, servants, and effects, from New- York. 1
flattered myself that the Convention and officers in the Con-
tinental service would grant a similar indulgence to such
women as would choose to move from the country to New-
York; and I cherished the hope of such an indulgence to
my family, the rather as 1 had been instrumental myself in
assisting some families to remove from New- York to their
friends who were engaged in the Continental cause. The
brave are no less distinguished by their humanity than their
valour; and 1 am persuaded of you, sir, to use the words of
Alexander, commonly called the Great---'-" That you do not
make war on women or captives." If you are a husband
and a father, your own bosom will tell you what mine must
feel at this time by the ausence of a wife and three helpless
infants so long, and on the prospect of leaving them among
strangers in such calamitous times. Place yourself in my
situation one moment, and I only appeal to tbe feelings of
your heart to decide on my case. Yet far be it from me to
desire you would in the least depart from what you conceiva
to be your duty. I only request that after taking such pre-
cautions as prudence dictates to prevent injury to yourself,
you would permit the innocent, the feeble, and helpless, to
take sanctuary in the arms of those who love and would
willingly protect them.

The distance at which my family is at present is so great,
and there will be so many difficultiesin removing them, that
if 1 had liberty now to remove them, it would not be possi-
ble for them to be here in less than ten days. This circam-
stance makes me the more anxious that the mal tel' should
be speedily determined, as from the advanced season we
may expect the North River will be closed by ice near that
time.

Two gentlemen, Mr. Philip L Livingston and Mr. John
.J}loore,are concerned with me in the flag of truce, and are
here with the same intention to bring home their families.
1 have read this letter to them, and they beg that your Ex.
cellency would consider what 1 say of my case as app(jcable
exactly to theirs. MI'. Livingston desires me to inform YOIl
that he intends speedily to remove from this Continent to
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Jamqica, in the west-Indies, where he has an estate, which
makes him the more anxious to remove his family, as he
proposes to carry them with him.

I hope you will excuse any inaccuracies that may be in
this letter, which is written in the dark cabin of a schooner
that is agitated by wind and tide.

I have the honour to be, sir, your Excellency's most
obedient and most humble servant,

CHARLES INGLIS.
His Excellency General Heath.

GENERAL HEATH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.
Haverstraw, December lIth, 1776.

DEARGENERAL:I received your orders night before last
for the march of General Parsons's brigade, and yesterday
noon the three regiments at Peekskill began their march,
making about five hundred men, which are now here. I
have ordered Huntington's and Tyler's to join me. They
may make about three hundred men, after leaving a Cap-
tain and fifty men as a guard at the pass in the moun-
tains. Colonel Vase, with Greaton's, Bond's, and Porter's,
is now seven miles advanced. I have sent to him to halt
until I come up, unless he should have received orders for
his conduct either from your Excellency, General Lee, or
Gates. He has about five hundred men, which will make
in the whole about thirteen hundred men.

I find the inhabitants to be in the utmost distress; the
Tories are joining the enemy, and insultingand disarming
the Whigs, stripping them of their cattle, effects, &c. Com-
plaints, petitions, &c., are continually presenting for relief;
and the greatest complaints are from Orange- Town, Clecky-
Town, and the neighbourhood of Hackensack. I cannot
pass, therefore, without securing this neighbourhood. I
think, therefore, to move by the way of Orange-Town and
Paramus, to curb the disaffected; and if by any means it
should appear that the enemy have not a body of troops at
Fort Lee or the English Neighbourhood, and but a small
detachment at Hackensack, to endeavour to dislodge them, if
it should be possible. I should be glad to know your Ex-
cellency's further pleasure.

On Saturday last a schooner with a flag came up the
river, with the Rev. Charles Inglis and one Mr. Moore on
board, to solicit of the Convention their families, which are
now at Fish-Kills, or in that vicinity. I gave orders for the
flag to be treated with the utmost politeness and respect,
and at the same time with as great precaution. I have for-
bid their going up either by land or water, and have stopped
tbe vessel below the ferry. I sent the letters to the Con-
vention after examination, and have wrote to them that I
shall not consent to either of the persons going to Fish-Kill,
or to their familiesbeingpermittedto be sent to the city, as
it appears to me that the cause may receive injury thereby.
Distrust is the mother of security.

The flag waits an answer from the Convention; but my
consent shall not be given unless directed by your Excel-
lency.

I have ordered the galley to lie near the schooner, and to
keep her boats rowing j'ound her all night.

The men-of-war have sailed down tbe river.
I have the honour to be, with great respect, your Excel-

lency's most bumble servant,
W H. EATH.

To his Excellency General Washington, at Trenton.

to Albany for the use of the troops at Ticonderoga. The
last of them was brought down here from the furnace yes-
terday, and with some difficulty I have engaged a sloop to
bring them to Albany, if they can possibly get up this far
on account o~ the season. She will go off to-night or to-
morrow mornIng.

I bave but a small garrison here at present, consistinO'of
five companies of my regiment, except the artillery, ~nd
many of them without shoes and other necessary clothes.
They have received no pay since the 1st of August last;
and if they had money there is no clothing nor shoes to be
purchased here. The chief of Captain Swartwout's com-
pany insists that their times were out the first of this instant,
and their officers acknowledge it to be so. Five of his
company went off this morning without leave, almost bare-
footed. I have sent a party after them; but if they are
taken t~ey wiJl be of no service here, and many more of
them WIthout shoes, and some other necessaries, which, if
tbey were provided with, I believe they would serve a while
longer contentedly; if not, in my opinion it would be
better to discharge them. I wish there could be some shoes
and stockings sent here for the men. The value of them
should be stopped out of their wages.

My situation is not very agreeable here at Present as I,
b

.
'can t get USIness to go on to my mind, on account of the

new arrangement and the inlisting of men; for the officers
that are appointed are inlisting as fast as they can' and those
that are left out is not so forward as I could wish' on account
of it. But without shoes and some clothing, we' will not be
able to keep up our guard and get firewood,anddo the other
necessary duty of a garrison. I think it would be best that
the chain was taken away from here before the river freezes,
and brought to some safe place. I have this day ordered
the fire sloops and rafts in the Puplopen creek, for fear of the
ice; and all the iron chains, &c., belonO'inO' to them will
h d d

. 00'
ave carte up an put In store.

Captain brael Smith tells me he has no Ensil1n in his
compallY as yet, and he is desirous to have Isaac A. Rosa
who .is at rres~nt an Ensig~ in Captain Jackson's company:
appoInted In his. Mr. Smtth applies to me to recommend
hi~ to Congress. I believe be is a good young fellow, and
WIJImake a good officer; but Mr. Smith is rather better ac-
quainted with bim than I am, and if he had not a O'ood
opinion of him, he would not be desirous of havinO'\im
appointed. They both belonged to one company before.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant,
JAMES CLINTON, Brigadier-General.

Excuse haste and incorrectness.

To tbe Hon. Pierre Van Cortlandt, President of the Pro-
vincial Congress, State of New- York, Fishkill.

ORDERS FOR SECURING SERGEANT TRIPP AND OTHERS.

Peekski11, 11 December, 1776.

SIR : You will take into your custody Sergeant Tripp,
Sergeant Hatlzerway, Corporals Sears and Gray, of Cap-
tain Ford's company, Colonel Brewer's regiment of Artifi-
~ers, and them safely keep-they being guilty of plunder-
mg. E HBEN. UNTINGTON,

Deputy Adjutant-General.
To the Captain of the Main Guard.

COLONEL BREWER TO GENERAL HEATH.

Peekskill, December 11th, 1776.

Sm: As your Honour was pleased some time ago to re-
commend me as proper to command a regiment, and as you
may imagine I have been placed in that station by the new
arrangement, which is not the case, I bave taken the liberty
to trouble your Honour witb this, knowing there is a reO'i-
ment in the Bay Government not filled, and being inform~d
that it is left to your Honour to nominate the C~lonel, my
request therefore is, that if you should think proper to
bestow the command on me, I shall exert my utmost abilities
to serve my country, and consider myself obligated in the

GENERAL JAMES CLINTOK TO PIERRE VAN CORTLANDT. very highest manner to your Honour. .
I am, with due res p ect, sir, your Honour's most obedient

Fort Montgomery, December 11,1776.
humble servant, J BGENT.L.EMEN:Yours of the 8th I received by Mr. Leon- . REWER.

ard, desmng me to send up a parcel of stoves and sheet-iron To the Hon. William Heath, Esq., Major-General.

FIFTH SERIE5.- VOL. III. 74

COLONEL SCAMMEI.LTO GENERAL HEATH.
Head-Quarters, Morris-Town, December 11th, 1776.

MUCH. RESPECTED SIR: By order of General Lee, I beg
leave to Inform, you that we have no rum for the soldiery,
and but very little AOllr. As the Army is continually in-
creasing, I am apprehensive that the Army must suffer.
General Lee therefore recommends that you order a large
quantity of the above-mentioned articles on after the Army.

Your most obedient and very humble servant,
ALX'D SCAMMELL, D. A. G'l.

Major-General Heath.
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MATTHEW CANTINE TO GKNERAL WASH/NGTON.

Fishkill, December 11, 1776.

SIR: I am directed by the Convention of the State of
New- York to transmit to your Excel1ency the enclosed
resol ves, by which it wiJI appear that we have made every
exertion in fa\'our of our sister States which our present
situation will admit. But we are extremely sorry to find
by a letter received last night fi'om General Heath, that he
is ordered over to the west shore; by reasons of which the
most important passes in America will be left unguarded,
though within a short distance of the enemy. Yollr Ex-
cellency must be fully satisfied, that though they, by
marching through the fJat country, may distress the inhab-
itants, yet that measure will be productive of nothing
decisive; whereas the fate of this country wiJI prohahly
depeno upon their occupying the State of New- York,
which is now in a great measure abandoned to them. We
must therefore take the Jiberty to entreat your Excellency
to countermand an order which, in our humble opinion, is
puttinrr every thinO' to the hazard, and leave the northwest-
ern p~.ts of the State of New-Jersey to be strengthened in
the way proposed by the within resolutions.

If your Excellency should not be inclined to grant this
request, we must beg to be favoured with your immediate
answer, that we may not, by suffering our Militia to march,
and leave this State entirely defenceless,_and thus abandon,
with ourselves, the cause of America.

Your Excellency will pardon the freedom with which we
write. Our sanguine hopes of creating a diversion by the
ml'ans pointed out in the enclosed resulves, without endan-
gering the safety of this State, are, by the order to General
Ileath, entirely vanished.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, your Excel-
Jency's most obedient servant.

By order:
MATTHEW CANTINE, pro t. Chairman.

His Excellency General Washington.

NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GENERAL HEATH.

Fishkill, December 11th, 1776.

SIR: Your favour of yesterday, with the several de-
spatches enclosed, were this d~y laid before the Com~ittee
of Safety. I am directed to mform you that they IlIghly
a ppro~'e of the precaution you ha ve used with respect to
the fJarr of truce, and which you will be pleased to continue
until :e have had time to consider of the applications men-
tioned in the despatches. They are now un~e.r the .consid-
eration of a Committee, and I hope a deCISion will take
place to-morrow.

The defenceless condition to which the Highlands will
be reduced on your withdrawing the Continental troops,
gives us very great con7cer~. Ard.ently as ,we wish to co-
operate with General Tlashmgton, In opposmg the progress
of the enemy in our sister State of },Tew-Jersey, we are
comppl1ed, by a regard for the publick safet?" to direct our
Militia, who were before ordered to march lIJto that State,
to be reserved for the security of the Highlands. We have
at the same time despatched an express to General Wash-
ington, requesting that you and the troops you more imme-
diatelv command, may be directed to resume your late
statio~s. We hope this request will meet with your appro-
bation.

I am, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant.
By order:

MATTHEW CANTINE, pro t. Chairman.
Major-General Heath, Peekskill.

CAPTAIN DUTCHER TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

FishkiIJ, December ye 11th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The 22d of October last the Hon. Jona-
than Trumbull, Esq , Governour of the State of Connecticut,
upon a desire from his Excellency General Washington,
ordered Elisha Sheldon, Major of the Fifth Regiment of
Lioht-Horse of the State of Connecticut, to march with said
re~iment to this place, here to wait General TfTashington's
orders; then was ordered to march to the White-Plains,
and I with my company were left to the direction of this
Convention, where we still remain.

I have sent to Major Sheldon for orders. He says I must.
apply to you, gentlemen. John Canfield, Esq., our Adju-
tant, has informed me by writing, that General Lee, when
applied to, refused giving any orders, as my company were
at the disposal of the Convention; and says YOtl,gentlemen,
have a right to order said company into business, or to
return home, as you judge best. As my men are not
clothed fit for the winter season, and some of them are a
mind to go into tbe Continental Army, and some of my
company being already discharged and gone to work at
building barracks in this place, forage for horses being very
scarce, hardly to be purchased at any price-I ha\'e sent
near ten miles round and cannot get any suitable grain for
horses at present-my company staying here greatly aug-
mei1ts the puLlick cost, and at present, as I apprehend, are
of no service. My company being small, would humbly
pray YOll,gentlemen, to discharge me and company, or give
a furlough to me and company, and send a despatch to
Governour Trnmbull of your proceedings, which I am
ready to forward; but if you judge not best to grant my
request, please to give me some directions, as you in your
wisdom shall judge best.

I am, gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your most
obedient, humble servant,

RULUFF DUTCHER, Captain.

To the honourable Convention of the State of New- York.
N. B. My company being men of business, are very

uneasy to stay here under present circumstances.

NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO COLONEL LIVINGSTON.
[Secret.] FishkilJ, 11th December,1776.
SIR: It is a pprehended that a successful attack may be

made against such of the enemy, principally if not solely
consisting of Rogers's Rangers, as are now ravaging with-
out restraint or remorse Ihe suffering inhabitants of the
County of TVest-Chester. I am therefore directed to re-
quest you, if it is any wise consistent with your instructions
from his Excellency General Washington, immediately to
repair to that State, with the troops under your commano,
in order to cooperate with the forces which are imbodying
for this expedition. I need not add that no time is to be
lost, as the operations of the enemy in New-Jersey give a
favourable opening for a sudden and vigorous enterprise,
which we have no reason to expect can be of long contin-
uance.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant.
By order.

Colonel Henry B. Livingston.

NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO PRESIDENT OF CON-

GRESS.

Fi8hkiIl, 11th Decemher, 1776.

SIR: The Convention of the State of New- York, alarmed
at the rapid progress of the enemy, and not without appre-
hension for the safety of Philadelphia and New-Jersey,
waited with anxiety for directions from the honourable the
Congress, or requisitions from his Excellency General Wash-
ington; wbich having not yet been happy enough to receive,
owing, as they imagine, either to the confusion occasioned
by the retreat of our Army, or the little hopes that was en-
tertained of any assistance from a State which had sllstained
so many and such severe tosses, they therefore ventured to
pass the encJosed resolutions, wbich appeared to them the
most likely means to rouse the depressed spirits of the Militia
of New-Jersey, to curb tbe disaffected, and divert the atten-
tion of the enemy from their principal object, as far as it is
consistent with the safety of this State, on which, in a great
measure, depends that of alt Am€rica, and to the attack of
which the enemy will most undoubtedly return, if their de-
signs are frustrated in New-Jersey. These they hope will
meet with the approbation of Congress.

They some time since repl'esented to the honourable the
Congress the impossibility of finding clothing for the troops
raised in this State, owing to the enemy's possessing their
only sea-port, and a variety of other causes, stated in a Jetter
to their Delegates, of the last, praying that orders
might be issued to supply them from the Continental store.
This request they take the liberty to repeat, otherwise the
new levies wbich they are daily raising must become useless,
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and be unable to sustain a winter's campaign, whieh, in all
probability, they will be called upon to undergo. As much
clothing has been purchased in the Eastern States, they can-
not but hope that sufficient supplies to clothe at least two
thousand troops may be immediately sent to this place,
which, in order to pre\'ent delays, the Convention wi1lun-
dertake to get made up and distributed, if none that is already
made can be procured.

I have the honour to be, sir, with the utmost respect,
yours, &c.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq.

Colonel DUBOIS'S recommendation for Officers, December
11, 1776.

Lieut. Col., Jacobus S. Bruyn. Captain James Stewart.
Major, Jacob Morris.
Aid-Major, Levi Paulding.

Captain, Jacobus Rosekrans.. .
Lieutenant, Henry Dogg. . . .. . .. . .Lleutenant, Colonel DubOIs.
2d Lieutenant, Samuel English.. .. . Ensign, do.
Ensign, Edward Weaver .Sergeant, do.
Captain, Wm. J. Smith, Jun.. .Swarthout's Regiment.

Captain, Brinton Pain. . . . . ... . . .. .Colonel Graham's Regiment.
Lieutenant, Henry Vandenburgh.. .Lieutenant, Col. Dubois's do.
2d Lieutenant, James Butts .Lieutenant, Col. Graham's do.
Ensign, Thomas Lewis.

Captain, Amos Hutchinson .Rikeman's Regiment.
1st Lieutenant, Patten Jackson do. do.
2d Lieutenant, Jeremiah Clark.. .. .Ensign, do. do.
Ensign, Henry Vanderburgh .Sergeant, Colonel Swartwhout.

Captain, Henry Goodwi~ .Capt~in, Colonel Sw~rthout.
1st Lieut., Thomas J. Bl'Inkle .2d Lleutenant, DuboIs.
2d Lieut., John Formen .2d do. Dubois.
Ensign, Nathaniel Buchem.

Captain, Philip Dubois.
1st Lieutenant, John Burnet.
2d Lieutennnt, Ebenezer Mott .2d Lieutenant, Col. Graham.
Ensign, Jacobus Sleght .Sergeant, Colonel Humphrey.

Captain, Thomas Lee.. .
1st Lieutenant, Henry Polhng .2d ~Ieut.enant, Humphrey.
2d Lieutenant, Samuel Dogg.. .. .. .2d In Chnton.
Ensign, Arch'd Thompson. . . . . ... .Sergeant.

Dubois .Paymaster.
John Coates .Surgeon.
Henry Dubois .Adjutant.
John McC!aghry .Quartermaster.

LEWIS DUBOIS, Col.

DANIEL GRIFFING TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.

GENTLEMEI';: I understanding that I am neglected in the
last appointments by not being duly represented, I would
therefore take upon myself to inform your Honours of my
proceedings and of my usage, and leave it to your wisdom
whethermy usage has been agreeable to my deserts.

Gentlemen, I was in seven or eight campaigns the last
war, and served from a soldier to a Captain of a company,
which offices I sustained two of the last campaigns, and
in this war I have served two years in the same capacity,
having the command of the first company in the regiment
both years; and for every thing that I can te1l, have served
to acceptance, both to officers and men. The last year I
marched with my company to Ticonderoga, being myse]f
so unwell that the General blamed me for exposing my life
to the degree that I did; but the cause of my country
lay so near my heart, that I was willing to hazard my life
and fortune in so glorious a cause. And the last spring,
when I took a company, I then was promised my rank; but
no such thing being done for me, and my inferiour officers
constantly rising above me in rank, hath almost worn out my
patience of serving any longer; but although I leave the
service, I cannot quit the cause, which I am sure is so just
and righteous. I would, therefore, gentlemen, be glad if
you would take my cause into your wise consideration; and
what you in your wisdom shall think proper to bestow upon
me in my proper rank, will be grateful1yreceived and ac-
knowledged by your Honours' most humble servant,

DANIEL GRIFFING.

To the honourable Congress at Fishkill.

ColonellIay, and I hope was duly forwarded. Your Hon-
our very justly observes that I am "almost in an enemy's.
.ountry." I cannot get intelligence beY0l'ld the circle of
my quarters but what is brought by my scouts. I sent off
at three o'clock this morning fifty men and three officers,
with design to surprise a Tory gu.ard-house. I hope they'll
succeed, and I move downward III about an hour, with the
residue of the party. I beg your Honour will send over, as
soon as possible, at least two hundred or two hundred and
fifty men. The country fi'om Tappan is all in arms. On
Sunday they were cal1ed together, and had King's arLllS and
ammunition delivered out among them. Whether there is
any of the enemy's regular troops below, ahout Fort Lee
and English Neighbourlwod, I cannot f,jnd out, and I really
think my party insufficient to take post at Tappan; but our
friends are so distressed therea_bouts that I think it an indis-
pensable dUly to attempt supporting them. My people are
now almost unfit for duty, on account of their clothes, and
so much marching as we have had this way hath rendered
them barefooted; so that I real]y do not think tbey can stay
after the middle of the month. If the reinforcement appears
to-day, I hope before A-Ionday to run over the Tory ground,

and scatter their gangs. They are recruiting from Hacken-
sack, round by Pyramis, to Tappan, and even up towards

Ringwood. The bwner (one Peck) of the negro feHow I
sent up isoneof their Captains,and Parcells,the Tory pris-
oner which accompanied the negro, was one of their guides
and spy. I have thought it my duty to remind your Hon-
our of the near approach of my peop]e's being disbanded,
that we may be able to effect something before, and that a
party may be here to supply our duty; which, be assured,
sir, is very necessary, at least for the present.

I have the honour to be, with due respect, your Honour's
much obliged and most obedient servant,

W. MALCOM.

The Honourable General Heath.

MRS. BRUCE'S PER~IIT TO GO TO FISHKILL.

The bearer, Mrs. Jude Bruce, is permitted to go to Fish-
kill, in order to apply for a passto go to New- York; and it
is requested that she may pass thither nnmolested.

By order: JOHN BARCI,AY, Chairman.
To al1 concerned.

Albany, 10th December, 1776.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PIERRE VAN CORTLANDT.

Saratoga, December 11,1776, eight o'clock in the evening.

SIR: I am this moment honoured with yours of the 8th
instant. I wish it was in my power to send down any con-
siderable body of troops, agreeable to the request of the
Committee of Safety. Tbe garrison at Tyconderoga, which
I had. supposed to .consist of twenty-five hundred men, is
reduced by sickness, &c., to less than seventeen hundred.
None of the other Northern posts are garrisoned by more
than a hundred men, and, what is much worse than all, I
have every reason to believe tbat not a man will remain at
any of the fortresses after the last of this month, except
Dayton's and Burrell's regiments, who are engaged to the
19th of Janum'y, and both together amount to only four
hundred and thirty effectives; so that what few I'ecruit~ have
been raised in this quarter will be absolutely wanted to the
northward, and indeed, unless tbe Eastern States, to whom
I have wrote by express on the 3d instant, send up a body
of troops, Tyconderoga will not remain in our possession
until spring, as General Carleton will be minu.tely informed
of whatever passes there, and doubtless improve every ad-
vantage. My apprehension on this head I have communi-
cated to Congress in a letter of yesterday, which goes by this
express, and bave requested them to back my application to
the Eastern States. In this situation of affairs it would be
high]y imprudent to draw any men from this communication.
I shall, however, order Colonel Nicholson with his corps
from Johnstown, where he may be wanted this winter.

I am astonished that General Washington should not be
COLOI';EL MALcmr TO GENERAL HEATH. better supported by the States of New-Jersey and Pennsyl-

Clerk-Town, December 11th, 1776. vania. It appears as if they ntended to give up the cause;

SIR: I had the honour to receive your letter of the 9Lh and I am equally surprised that Congress should have
upon my way to this place, which, very fortunately, was an- mm'ed until there was the utmost necessity. Such a step
swered by mine of same date, which I sent under cover to cannot fail of giving a most general alarm.

...
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I enclose my letter to Congress under flj'ing seal, for the
perusal of the Committee. They will see that it contains
information which ought not by any means to be known to
the enemy. I therefore wish to have it forwarded by a very
safe hand. and by such a route as to take away every pro-
bability of its being intercepted by them.

I am, sir, with great respect and esteem, your most obe-
dient, humble servant,

P SH. CHUYLER.

Honourable Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Vice-President.

CO~NECTICUT COUNCIL or SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety,
December II, 1716-

Present: His Honour the Governollf, Eliphalet Dyer,
Jabez Huntington, William Williams, U'illiam Hillhouse,
Nathaniel Wales, Jun., Thomas Seymour, Benjamin Hunt-
ington, Esquires.

Voted, To draw an order on the Pay Table for the sum
of £674 2s. 3id., in favour of Captain Theophilus Stanton,
it being the balance due in full settlement of his Pay Rolls
and amounts of the galley Shark, whilst in service of the
publick undel' his command.-(Order drawn and delivered
Captain Stanton, December 11th, 1776.)

Whereas Ralph Isaacs, of New-Haven, on compJaint
before the General Assembly of this State, at their session
at New-Haven in October last, for acting in divers instances
unfriendly to this and the United States, was by said Assem-
bly sentenced to remove to the society of Eastbury, in the
town of Glastenbury, there to abide and remain under the
direction of the Authority and Selectmen of said town; and
application to a special Assembly since held at Hartford,
the said Isaacs was indulged the liberty of the town of
Glastenbury, or such other place as the Governour and
Council of Safety should think proper; and whereas the
said Isaacs has made his application to this Board, for special
reasons therein D'iven, viz: his being still in a very ill state
of health, and his need of the help of his physicians, and
has a farm at Branford, from whence he must partly draw
his supplies for support, to both which the town of Durham
would be much more convenient, praying that he might
have liberty of residing in the town of Durham, &c.~ where-
upon liberty is hereby granted to said Isaacs, when lJls.health
wil] permit, to be removed to the town of Dur/wm mstead
of Eastbury, and under the same restrictions of the Authority
and Selectmen of the town of Durham as was to those of
the town of Glastenbury, during the pleasure of the General
Assembly or this Board.

Lebanon, December 11 th, 1776.- This day was chiefly
spent in writing Letters to General Wooster, Governour
Cooke, and others, on the publick concerns of the present
times, &c.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO JAMES BOWDOIN.

Lebanon, 11th December, 1776.

SIR: Enclosed are copies of a letter and resolve of the
Committee of Safety for the State of New- York, for your
observation. Agreeable to their request, four battalions are
raising here till the] 3th of March, designed for the Con-
tinenta] service to the westward. Major-General Wooster
is now at Saw-Pitts, with about seven hundred and fifty
men from this State, and he will have orders to call in more
of the Militia from the western regiments. The utmost ex-
ertions appear necessary at tbis alarming crisis. I need add
no further.

I am, with great esteem and regard, sir, your most obedi-
ent, humble servant,

JONTH. TRUMBULL.
Honourable President Bowdoin.

COMMODORE SIR PETER PARKER TO MR. STEPHENS, SECRE-

TARY TO THE AD~IIRALTY.

Chatham, Rhode-Island Harbour, December 11, 1776.

SIR: The Commanders-in-Chief in America having
thought proper, while the seaso~ wo~ld a?mit. of it, to em-
ploy a considemble number of bls l\1aJesty s shIps and troops
for the purpose of making descents on the Colony of Rhode-
Island, and Lord Howe having do~e me the honour to ~p-
point me to the command by sea, ,Lord Shuldham havmg

leave to return to England by the most early conveyance,)
I directed Commor1oreHotham (agreeable to my instructions
from the Vice Admiral) to proceed with his Majesty's frig-
ates tbe Brune, Mercury, and King-Fisher, and also all
the transports with the troops under the command of Lieu-
tenant-General Clinton, (tbe Grand Duke of Russia ex-
cepted, which was judged to be too large,) by the way of
the Sound, whilst I proceeded with the great ships, some
frirrates, and the last-named transport, by Sandy-Hook, to
th~ southward of Long-Island. I sailed the 1st instant,
and on the 5th joined Commodore Hotham in the Sound, in
Black-Point Bay, a place he had judiciously chosen for the
protection of the tmnsports against the violence of a strong
N. W. wind, which blew the night before. The 6th I
turned down with the fleet, to be as near as possible the place
of our destination. At four the next moming the wind
sprung up at W. S. W., and by three o'e\ock in the after-
noon the whole fleet came to an anchor off Tf'eavpr's Cove,
Rhode-Island. The following morning, Captain Caulfield
(who had the direction of the flat-boats) landed all the
troops without opposition; and I have the pleasure to in-
form their Lordships, that Rhode-Island, with the isles
ar1jacellt,are now in possessionof General Clinton.

Captain Wallace, of the Experiment, led the fleet by the
west of ~Narragansettpassage. An arrangement was made
for covering the transports j but we only passed two works,
without guns, and intercepted a brig of one hundred and
sixty tons, (which the E't'periment took,) laden with pipes and
hogshead staves and beeswax. On the first appearance of
the fleet, three Rebel privateers, of thirty-four, thirty, and
twenty-eight guns, went up from Newp01.t to Pruvidence,
where they are now, with several others; and I shall hope
to put an effectual stop to any further mischief from the nest
of Pirates. General Clinton sends one of his Aids-de-Camp
in the ~MerC1lry,with his despatches, and I have directed
Captain ~Montague to send his Lieutenant express with
mine. Enclosed is a list of the Rebel privateers at Provi-
dence, commonly called the Continental fleet.

I am, sir, &c.,
P P. ARKER.

A List of Rebel Ships and Privateers at PROVIDENCE,com-
monly called the Continental Fleet.

Warren, Hopkins, and John Hopkins, command-
ers, thirty-two guns. Columbus, Otney, thirty
guns. P1'ovidence, Abraham Whipple, eighteen guns.
Blarze Castle, ]}lonro, twenty-two guns. Ship
Jane Chase, (privateer,) twenty six-pounders. A brig,
twelve guns. Sloop Providence, Hoisted Hacker, twelve
guns.

P. PARKER.
Chatham, Rhode-Island, December 1], 1776.

TO THE PUBLICK.

At the present day there seems to be a very extraordinary
dullness and inattention to the present state of our publick
affairs; each one seems to be "looking for gain Ii'om his
quarter," and all striving to be beforehand with each other
in raising the price of the necessary articles of consumption
among us. The merchants (many of them) first engross
the saleable commodities, and then set their price as pleases
them. The farmer, finding the rig thf'Y run, sets such a
price upon his pork, beef, butter, flour, woo], and wood, as
he thinks is in proportion to the advanced price demanded
by the merchants. Thus they respectively strive to gain
the topmost round of the ladder.

By this means those who have the misfortune to be poor
are likely to starve, especially those poor families, the heads
of which are in the Army-soldiers' wages at this time of
day being far from equivalent to the maintenance of a
family.

A t this rate, what will become of thousands of people who
depended on their absent friends in the Army for a subsist-
ence? Must not some measures be adopted by the majesty
of the people to prevent the entire death of publicI<virtue
and the progress of internal oppression and extortion?

Shall the trader make the necessity of the buyer his op-
portunity, and so fl~eee the indigent and the needy? We
have some naturally honest, fair traders, among us, but if
they trade at all, they must swim with tbe stream, and the
reason is, that a great number of forestal1ers and regraters
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have infested the country, and are the plagues and pests of
society.

The same spirit of biting, in some degree, has infected
the minds of many of those who are in a capacity of going
into the. service of their country. Though they have noth-
ing material to urge in excuse of their inactivity, yet stand
out and refuse to assist their bleeding country, unless they
are allured thereto by offers or actual receipts of enormous
sums of money!

In short, one would be ready to think there is a confeder-
acy and resolution among many, not to stir in the common
cause unless they can fatten themselves upon the estates of
their neighbours.

Is there no love of our country left in such breasts? Can
they, unconcerned, see civil war spread havock O\'er their
country, and be calm spectators of the ravages of swam
enemies? It seems they can! otherwise they would never
make an extraordinary bounty the condition of their defend-
ing all that is dear! I have more to say on the subject,
and will only now aver, that unless sordid self is laid aside
we may never expect the smiles of Heaven!

Worcester, Massachusetts, 11 December, 1776.

J. WARREN TO SAMUEL A. OTIS.

Plymouth, December 11, 1776.

DEARSIR: I received yours by Mr. Crocker, and have
accordingly received the ship you mention. I find her a
very pretty, and, I think, gOQdship, of about two hundred
and thirty to two hundred and fifty tons, as near as I can
judge. Her rigging looks well, and by the inventory I send
herewith, she will appear to be tolerably provided. I wrote
you before that she was sold for eight hundred pounds, and
that I thought her cheap. I don't know of any hands for
her here, though if I could see the old master I should like
to engage him, and might then get hands. I have no pros-
pect of a cargo here, unless it be the logwood and mahogany
now landing out of another ship which we have condemned,
may be bought cheap. I have a prospect of engaging two
or three schooners, but the confusion has prevented my
completing the business.

I am, in haste, your friend, &c., J. WARREN.
Mr. Samuel Allyne Otis, merchant, Boston.

I have sent to the furnaces about shot they are casting
there, and shall know soon what quantity.

JAMES BOWDOIN TO MESHECH WEARE.

Boston, December 11, 1776.

SIR: The Council have received your letter of the 10th
instant. They have not since the 7th instant received any
intelligence with respect to the movement of the enemy's
ships at Rhode-Island, excepting a letter from Dartmouth, a
town belonging to this State, which informs that the enemy
landed about three thousand troops on the morning of the
8th instant, near tlie town of Newport, in Rhode-Island;
but as we have not as yet received any confirmation of this
report from Providence, the truth of it is not fully credited.

Enclosed you ha ve a copy of a letter we ha ve just re-
ceived from General Schuyler, and the resolution passed by
the General Assembly of this State in consequence of it.

In the name of the Council. I am, with great respect, sir,

Your most humble servant, J BAMES OWDOIN.

The Hon. Meshech Weare, Esq., President of the Council
of New-Hampshire.

PHILIP DALTON AND OTHERS TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.

GENTLEMEN:We all retUrn you our most kind thanks
for thus liberating us, and we shall so behave as not to give
you any reason to repent of this your lenity to us; at the
same time we most humbly beg leave to lay before you the
situation of Mr. March, a gentleman that has been long
confined. He likewise is much surprised at his particular
confinement, and should be glad to know if any person has
asserted any thing against his character, that he might be
able of vindicating himself. And as he is now left alone,
hopes you will take it into your consideration. It is very
agreeable to him to be under the most strict inspection of
the Committee, and as for his conduct hitherto, it will bear

the strictest examination; and as to signing his parole, he is
very ready so to do.

And we remain, with great submission, your much
obliged, humble servants,

PHILIP DALTON, DAVID LAING,

RICH'D FISHER, BASIL COWPER.

To the honourable gentlemen of the Council.

MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR TO CAPTAIN MELVIL.

War Office, Boston, 11th December, 1776.

SIR: There is an order of Court directing this Board to
appoint a meet person for a temporary Commissary for our
Militia about Rhode-Island. Accordingly we have thought
fit to appoint you to that business, jf consistent with your
other duties. We enclose you a copy of the Court's order,
and also a schedule of the subsistence, by which your busi-
nes, is delineated. We have sent you this by Mr. Wendell,
who, if you need, will readily afford you his assistance.

Should be glad to know what number of men are from
this State in the various ports, as well under your command
as from the brigade of Suffolk, Bristol, and Plymouth, and
what quantity of provision is further necessary. Milk, rice,
beer or cider, peas, beans, soap, and vinegar, you had bet-
ter send round and purchase in the vicinity, and draw upon
us for the amount. We have sent forward only bread, beef,
and pork.

By Mr. Wendell we remit you £ 107 16s., forwhich you
are to account to the Board. You will let the Board hear
from you as soon as possible, and send your retul'll.

By order of the Board:
S. P. SAVAGE, President p. t.

Captain Thomas MelviI.

MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR TO CAPTAIN MELVIL.
-

,

War Office, 11th December, 1776.

SIR: The bearer, Mr. James White, is sent forward with
a number of cattle for the immediate supply of the troops
belonging to the State now in Rhode-Island. He will, we
imagine, continue to supply you until you again hear from
us. We have sent forward one wagon-load of bread; we
have engaged several more wagons, and shall take all pos-
sible care to supply you with what is necessary from time
to time.

By order of the Board:
S. P. SAVAGEPresident p. t.

Captain Thomas .Melvil.

WILLIAM THO~IPSON TO RICHARD DEVENS.

Wednesday, December 11th, 1776, 11 o'
.

dock, a. m., ~
Attieborough. 5

SIR: At sunset yesterday I reached this place, where the
carriage with the eighteen casks of powder is just arrived.
The other carriages are not come up yet. I know not where
our Militia are stationed, therefore I have desired the Select-
men of this town (who have accepted) to receive the ammu-
nition into their care, until I go to Providence, (to which I
am this moment setting out,) to inform myself what place
or places it may be needful to remove it to if wanted. One
of the Selectmen has told me that our Militia have received
directions to be supplied out of the Rhode-Island magazines;
so perhaps it may not be needful to proceed any further.

I am, sir, your humble servant,
W M. THOMPSON.

Richard Devens, Esq.

EMBARGO IN NEW-HAMPSHIRE.

State of New-Hampshire, ~
In the House of Representatives, December 11th, 1776. 5

Voted and Resolved, That a general Embargo imme-
diately take place, and continue until the fmther order of this
Court, on all Vessels of every denomination, excepting such
as may be fitted Ollt by order of the United States, or either
of them, or such as may go coast-wise from one. harbour in
this State to another in this State, or that may go or come
for the purpose of bringing -firewood from any harbour in the
State of the ~Massachusetts-Bay to the town of Portsmouth,
or ~uch.~ may be permitted by the General Assembly, or
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in the recess thereof, by the Committee of Safety in this
State.

And that all Vessels departing in violation of the foregoing
resolution shall, with their cargo, tack1e, and appurtenances,
be forfeited to and for the use of this State, and recovered
by a libel to be filed for that purpose in the Maritime Court
of this State at any time within one year after the offence
committed, by the naval or maritime offict)r of this State.
And in case any Vessel departing as aforesaid shall ~ot be
seized in one year after her departure, the owner or freIghter
thereof shall forfeit and pay the value thereof, to be sued
for and recovered in the lnferiour Court of Common Pleas
in the County where the offence may be committed, by the
naval or maritime officer of this State, one-third to his own
use, and the other two-thirds to the use of this State.

And in all trials in the Maritime Court, or Inferiour Courts,
in consequence of this resolution aforesaid, any party aggrieved
may appeal to tbe Superior Court of Judicature in this
State.

Resolved, That the Naval or Maritime Officer of this
State be ordered and empowered to see the foregoing reso-
lution put into execution.

Sent up for concurrence.
SAMUELCUTTS, Speaker pro tem.

In Council, December 12th, 1176: Read and concurred.
. M. WEARE,President.

SILAS DEANE TO THE SECRET COMMITTEE.

Paris, 12th December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Just as I had closed my despatches by the
Generals Du Coudray and Baron De Kalb, I was most
aoreeably surprised with a letter from Doctor Franklin, at
Nantes, where he arrived after thirty days passage, with two
prizes. I hourly expect him here; but knowing of bis arri-
val, I despatch this, with a duplicate, to Havre de Grace,
to go by the sbips sailing thenc.e; and have only tim~ !O
inform you that I sent an express Instantly to Mr. Lee to .JOin
us here without delay; for the news of Mr. Franklin's
arrival may occasion his friends being forbid coming from
London to France.

Nothing has for a long time occasioned greater specula-
tion than tbis event, and our friends here are elated beyond
measure, as this confirms them you will not negotiate with
England; and for me, I will not attempt to express the
pleasure I feel o.nthis occasion, as it rerno~es at once ~iffi-
culties under whIch I have been constantly IIIdanger of smk-
in<r. I may not add, as I shall miss the post; but am, with
th~ most grateful and respectful compliments to the hon-
ourable Congress, &c.,

Per order: SILASDEANE.
The Kin<rof Portugal is dead. The Cornle Grimaldi,

Prime Mini~ter of Spain, has resigned, which will tend to
accelerate a rupture in Europe, which I think unavoid-
able.

BALTrMORE COMMITTEE TO COMMITTEE AT ANNAPOLIS.

In Committee, Baltimore, December 12th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:By a letter received by the post from Mr.
S. Chase, we are directed immediately to send up to the
Head-of-Elk and Charles-Town all the craft that can be
got, in order to assist in bringing down all the publick stores,
the sick, &c., which were to be removed from Philadel-
phia; and were requested to transmit you tbe same requi-
sition, which doubt not you'll readily comply with.

Weare, with much respect, gentlemen, your most hum-
ble servants. Per order,

JAS. CALHOUN, Chairman.

To the Committee of Observation at Annapolis.

CHARLES THOMSON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philade]phia, December 12th, 1776,

'SIR: The President still being necessarily engaged with
his family, I have the honour to inform you that your letter
of yesterday was received and laid before Congress.

I ,enclose you sundry resolutions passed this day; and
am, sir, your obedient, humble servant,

CHAS. THOMSON.

His Excellency General Washington, at Head-Quarters.

GENERAL PUTNAM TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, 12 December, 1776.

My DEARGENERAL: Your favour of yesterday I have
received. All things in this city remain in confusion, for
want of men to put them into order. The citizens are
generally with you. The Continental recruits are clothing
and armin!Tas fast as possible, and are employed on guard
and fati<ru~duty, for which there is scarce a relie!: A party
are nowogoing to the Jerseys, to bring off all the craft out of
the creeks.

The Council of Safety have this day issued orders for
every able-bodied man to be enrolled and put to work on
throwing up the lines. I have reconnoitred the ground
round the city, in company with Generalltli:fflin, and the
French Engineers, who are preparing a draft of the lines,
which we are to begin to-morrow. The principal stores
are removed to Christiana Bridge, by orders from Congress
to General Mi:fflin,who sets out to-morrow by directions from
that body, with a Committee of the Assembly and Coun-
cil of Safety, to endeavour to animate the inhabitants of the
Province to come in to your relief, which, through some
unhappy circumstances, has been too long delayed.

The Continental frigate, commanded by Captain Biddle,
ordered bv Congress on a cruise, since the arrival of the
Roebuck and tw~ otber ships in our hay, is countermanded,
and, with four or five privateers, ordered to be stationed in
the river.

Major Mi:fflin remains witb me as a deputy in the Quar-
termaster-General's department.

Enclosed is Colonel Wybert's commission; for want of
which I am credibly informed he is confined in the provost
guard in New- York, because he refused to enter into the
service of the enemy. Captain Herbert and other officers
lately released from New- York, mention his hard treatment
with great reooret. I PSRAEL UTNAM.

His Excellency General Washington, at Head-Quarters.

IN CONGRESS:The Delegates of the United States oj
New- Hampshire, Massachusetts-Bay, Rhode-Island, Con-
nectu;ut, New- York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Dela-
ware, Maryland, Vir~inia, North- Carolina, Sonth- Caro-
lina, and Georgia: To Anthonie Felix Wiebert, Esq.
We, reposing especial trust and confidence in your pa-

triotism, valour, conduct, and fidelity, do, by these presents,
constitute and appoint you to be an Engineer, with the
rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, in the Army of the United
States, raised for the defence of American liberty, and for
repelling every hostile invasion thereof. You are, there-
fore, carefully and diligently to discharge the duty of Engi-
neer, by doing and performing all manner of things thereunto
belonging. And we do strictly charge and reqlfire ~Il offi-
cers and soldiers under your command, to be obedJent to
yom' orders as Engineer. And you are 10 observe and foJ-
Jow such orders and directions from tirne to time as you
shall receive from this or a future Congress of the United
States, or Committee of Congress for that purpose appointed,
or Commander-in-Chief for the time being of tbe Army of
the United States, or any other your superiour officer,
according to the rules and discipline of war, in pursuance
of the trust reposed in you.

This commission to continue in force until revoked by
this or a future Congress,

Dated at Philadelphia, June 24th, 1776.
By order of the Congress:

JOHN HANCOCK, Presidcnt.

Attest: CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary.

GENERAL ORDERi3.

PhiIade]phia, December 12,1776.

All Officers of the Continental Army wbo are now in
this city by fur10ugh or order, (tbose only excepted who are
on the recruitingservice,or wbo may have leave of absence
in writing from the Commander-in-Chief,) are hereby re-
quired to join their respective corps before to-morrow
evenmg.

Officers who have tbe charge of any sick soldiers, in or
near this city, and who are included in the foregoing order,
are directed to make t'etums to Dr. Jonathan Potts, at Mr.
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John Biddle's, in Market Street, of the numbers and places
of residence of their sick, that proper care may be taken of
them.

The late advances of the enemy towards this place oblige
the General to request the inhabitants of this city not to
appear in the streets after ten o'clock at night, as he has
given orders to the piquet-guard to arr.est and confine all
persons who may be found in the streets after that hour.
Physicians and others having essential business abroad after
the hour, are directed to call at Head-Quarters for passes.

ISRAEL PUTN.UI.

PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO GENERAL WASHING-

TON.

In Council of Safety, Philade1phia, December 12th, 1776.

SiR: The Council are obliged to your Excellency for
the intelligence of Colonel Humpton, and you may be as-
sured of our strict attention to every object which your
Excellency shall think proper to recommend.

The enclosed copy of a letter just received, advising of
the appearance of two vessels of war at our capes, we
thought it of importance to communicate it' to you, and
have sent off Lieutenant Butler express therewith. We
are sorry to inform you that the want of men is such that
we are unable to furnish Colonel Humpton with a proper
number to execute your purposes fully; nevertheless we
shall detach a party, who may at least answer the purpose
of observation.

By order of Council.
I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your very

humble servant, .
THOMAS W HARTON, Jun., Presldent.

His Excellency General Washington.

Lewis, December 11th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Last evening came in and anchored in our
road the Roebuckand a sloop-oC-war,and remain here still.
If they should move upwards, I shall give the general
alarm by water and land. When the ships came in, they
had the wind to the eastward, and might have fetched up
the bay if they were inclined so to do.

Your humble servant, HENRYFISHER.
To the Council of Safety in Philadelphia.

MAJOR IRVING TO MAJOR BLAND.

VaHey Forge, December 12th, 1776.

SIR: Captain Lrmgsdale, to whom I found it necessary
to. apply for a halting day, informs me it is out of his power
to grant my request, as your orders to him are so positive.
I am persuaded, when you are informed that not ha]f my
division are arrived, nor, I believe, any of the baggage, you
will join me in opinion that a halt of one day is unavoid-
able; and if we are to pay any attention, either to the health
or comfort of the officers as well as men, a second becomes
absolutely requisite, to wash linen and other purposes. We
have had no halt since we left Sussex, and that was so uncer-
tain, we could not recerve any benefit from it. The officers
are without their bedrJing; part of their baggage arrived this
morning at North-Wales; there we were to change our
wagons, which delayed us until one o'clock, at which hour
we marched, and about a mile from our quarters we were
stopped by a Provincial guard, by order of Major Correll,
who was not to be found till near three o'clock, at which
time we were forced to march to this place, a distance of
fifteen or sixteen miles. I think it necessary to acquaint
you of this matter, to enable you to prevent such disagree-
able mistakes in future.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient, humble
servant, &c.

COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

December 12, 1776.

DEAR SIR: The gentlemen of the Light-Horse, who
went into the Jersey, have returned safe. They proceeded
into the country till they met an intelligent person directly
fmm Trenton, who informed them that General Howe was
then with tI~e. main body o~ his Army; that the Flying
Army, conslstmg of the LIght-Infantry and Grenadiers,

under Lord Cornwallis, still lay at Penny- Town, and there
was no appearance of a movement. That they are cer-
tainly waiting for boats from Brunswick; that he believed
they would attempt a landing in more places than one; that
their artillet.y park has thirty pieces of cannon, all field-
pieces. They are collecting horses from all parts of the
country. Some movemeDt was intended yesterday mom-
ing, but laid aside; but what it was, and why they did not
proceed, he does not know.

I sent off a person to Trenton yesterday morning with
directionsto return by Penny-Town. I told him to go to

and get what intelligence he could from him.
He is not yet returned. I expect him every moment. I
charged him to let know that if he would watch
their motions, and could inform us of the time and place of
their pl'Oposedlanding, he should receive a large reward, for
which I would be answerable.

I cannot but think their landing will be between this and
Trenton, for these reasons:

1. That Lord Cornwallis, with that part of the Army
which he will lead, keeps at Penny- Town, within four miles
of the river.

2. They will by that means avoid the ferry at Shaminy
and the fords, which at this season of the year must be
disagreeable to their troops.

3. They will derive much more assistance from the
country, which is but too favourable to them.

4. They know our principal artillery is near Trenton,
and the passage through the woods to Bristol must be
unfavourable to them. On the road above they will find
all clear, and the distance nearly the same.

The river is not, nor, I believe, cannot be sufficiently
guarded. We must depend upon intelligence of their mo-
tions; to obtain which no expense must be spared. If it
were possible to fix signals answering to their different
movements, that would be most speedy and effeetual.

The Militia are crossing over in parties. . I fear they do
not mean to return. I do not know by whose orders, but
if their Colonels have power to give permission, in a little
time there will be none left.

I do not Jike the situation of things at and above Coryelf8
Ferry; the officers are quite new, and seem to have little
sense of the necessity of vigilance. I shall wait a little to
see my man return, and then, unless your Excellency think
my stay hAreof service, I wil] return to Head-Quar:ters.

I enclose you a proclamation which I got from the other
side. I suppose it is one of the same kind General Dick-
mson saw.

I am, in haste, most respectfully, dear sir, your obedient,
humble servant, Jos. REED.
To his Excellency General Washington.

Mr. 'Moylan desires me to mention to your Excellency
the propriety of his meeting General Lee, to inform him of
the state of things; and wishes to know your pleasure by
the return of the Light-Horse.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 20th.]

Trenton Falls, December the 12th, 1776.

SIR: I last night received the favourof Mr. Thomson'8
letter, enclosing the proceedings of Congress of the 11th
instant. As the publication of their resolve, in my opinion,
will not lead to any good end, but, on the contrary, may be
attended with some bad consequences, I shall take the
liberty to decline inserting it in this day's orders. I am
persuaded if the subject is taken up and reconsidered, that
Congress will concur with me in sentiment. I doubt not but
there are some who have propagated the report; but what
if they have? Their remaining in, or leaving Philadelphia,
must be governed by circumstances and events. If their
departure should become necessary, it will be right; on the
other hand, if there should not be a necessity for it, they
will remain; and their continuance will show the report tOo
be the production of calumny and falsehood. In a word,
sir, I conceive it a matter that may be as well disregarded,
and tbat the removal or staying of Congress depending
entirely upon events, should not have been the subject of
a resolve.

The intelligence we obtain respecting the movements and
situation of the enemy is far from being so certain and sat-
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isfactory as I could wish, tho~gh every probable means in
my power, and that I can devl~e, are adopted for that. p~r-
pose. The latest I have rece1Ved w~s from Lord ~tz?'lzng
last night. He says that two GrenadIers ~f the Innzskzlleng

ReD"iment who were taken and brought 10 by some coun-
try~en, i~form that Generals Howe, C0r:"wallis, Vaughan,
&c., with about six thousand of the FlYIng Army.' were, at
Penny- Town, waiting for pontoons to come up, with which
they mean to pass the river near the Blue Mounts, or at
Coryel's Ferry; they believe the I,atter. That the, two bat-
talions of Guards were at Brunswzck, and the Heman Gren-
adiers Chasseurs and a reaiment or two of British troops,
are a~ Trenton. ' Captain !J,Jiller, of Colonel Hand's regi-
ment, also informs me that a body of the, enemy were march-
ing to Burlington on yesterday mormng. He had been
sent over with a strong scouting party, and at daybreak fell
in with their advanced guards, consisting of aboUt four hun-
dred Hessian troops, who fired upon hi~ befo~e they were
discovered, but without any loss, and obliged him to retreat
with his party and to take boat. The number of d.le whole
he could not ascertain, but they appeared to be considerable.
Captain JtJiller's account is partly confirmed by Commodore
Seymour, who reports that four or five hundred of the enemy
had entered the town. Upon the whole, there can be no
doubt but that Philadelphia is their object, and that thpy
will pass the Delaware as soon as possible. Happy should
I be jf I could see the means of preventing them. At pres-
ent I confess I do not. All military writers agree, that it is
a work of great difficulty, nay, im~ra.cticable, wh~re there is
any extent of coast to guard. ThIs IS th.e case. With us; and
we have to do it with a force small and mconslderable, and
much inferiour to that of the enemy. Perhaps Congress ha ve
some hope and prospect of reinforcements. I have no intelli-
gence of the sort, ~nd ,:"ish to be. informe? on the subject.
Our little handfu1lls dally decreasing by sIckness and other
causes; and without aid, without considerable succours and
exertions on tbe part of the people, what can we reasonably
look for or expect, but an event that wi1l be severely felt
by the common ca~se, and that wi\! wo~md the. heart of
every virtuous Amerzcan-the I?ss. of Phzladelp,hza? T~e
subject is disagree~ble,. but yet It IS true. I wl1l leave It,
wishingthat our sItuatIOnmay becomesuch as to do away
the apprehensions which at this time seem to fil1 the minds
of too many and with too much justice.

By a lett~r from General Heath, dated at Peekskill, the
8th I am advised that Lieutenant-Colonel Vose was then, ,

B d' d P
, ,

there with Greaton s, on s, an orter s regIments,
amounting in the whole to between five and six hundred
men who were coming this way. He adds, that Generals
Gat~s and ArnQld would be at Goshen that night, with
Stark's, Poor's, and Read's regiments; but for what purpose
he does not mention.

The enclosed extract ofa letter, which I received last night,
contains intel1igenceof an agreeable nature. I wish to hear
its confirmation by the arrival of the several prizes. That
with c1othinO"and arms win be an invaluable acquisition.

I shan beoglad to be advised of the mode I am to observe
in payinD" the officers: Whether they are to be al10wed to
draw th: pay lately established, and Irom what time, and
how long they are to be paid under the old e~tablishment?
A pav-ron which was presented yesterday bemg made up
for the new, has given rise to these propositions. Upon my
objecting to it, 1 was told that Congress or .the Boar? of
War had established the precedent, by paymg the Sixth
RePiment of Virginia troops, commanded by Colonel Buck-
ner'"aareeable to the latter, as they came through Phila-,

b

delphia.
I have the honour to be, with much esteem, sir, your most

obedient servant, Go. WASHINGTON.

Extract of a Letter from BOSTON,dated November ~7, 1776.
You may depend upon the fol1owing: Got into Dart-

mouth a snow with wine, cheese, &c., being the last of
eiD"ht~essels taken by the Colllmbusand Alfred in the gut
at Canso,boundto Quebeckfor the Army: The. fleetcon-
sisted only of eight. The snow parted wIth a slup mount-
ing sixteen guns havinD"on board three thousand stand of
arms and ten th~usanl suits of clothes for the soldiers, ten
days'before she got into partmouth. The s~ip was .one of
the eight. Weare longmg to hear of her bemg safe m.

ORDERS TO BR1GADIER-GE~ERAL DICKINSON.

SIR: You will post your troops at Yardley's Ferry, or
somewhere near it. Find out the fording place there, and
have a redoubt thrown up immediately. You and General
Ewing mustdividethe ground between Trenton Falls and
your post, an'd establish the proper guards and patroles to
watch the enemy's motions. You will spare no pains or
expense to obtain inteJ1igence. An promises made or
moneys advanced, shaH be fuHy complied witb and dis-
charged. Every piece of intelligence worthy notice you
obtain, forward it to me by express. Let the troops always
have three days' provision cooked beforehand, and keep
them together as much as possible, night and day, that they
may be in readiness in the shortest notice to make head
against the enemy. Should they attempt to land on this
side, you will give themall the opposition in yqIJr p0:-ver.
Should you be routed Ii'om your post, you are to repaIr to
the strong grounds at German- Town, unless you can possibly
join the upper or lowerdivisionof the Army,which,if prac-
ticable, you are to do. Be particularly attentive to the boats
and other vessels, and suffer no person to pass over to the
Jersey shore without a permit.

Given at Head-Quarters, at Trenton Falls, this l~th day
of December, 1776. G W NGTONO. ASHI, .
To Brigadier-General Dickinson, New-Jersey Militia.

ORDERS TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL EWING.

SIR : Your brigade is to guard the river Delaware, from
the ferry opposite to Borden-Town, tillyou comewithin two
miles or thereabouts of Yardley's Mill, to which General
Dickinson's command will extend.

About one hundred or a hundred and fifty men will, I
should think, be sufficient at the post opposite to Borden-
Town. The principal part of your force should be as con-
venient as possible to the fort above Hoops's Mill, in order
that if a passageshouldbe attemptedat that place you may
give the earliest and most spirited opposition'j the success of
which depending upon good intel1igence and the vigilance
of your guards and sentries, will induce you to use every
means in your power to procure the first, and every en-
deavourto enforce and encourage the latter. ,

Between Borden- Town and the min, and from tbe mill
to the extent of your line above, you are to have interme-
diate guards and sentries, who are to be as attentive as pos-
sible in discovering and informing you of every movement
of the enemy: constant patroles are also to pass. In a
word, so much depends upon watchfulness, that you cannot
possibly be too much upon your guard.

As the fort from the Jersey shore leads on to the upper
end of the island adjoining the mill, you are to throw up a
breastwork for musketry near the landing-place, and secure
your communication with it. Besides this work, another on
the height on this side fora field-pieceor two should beerected.
Be particularly careful of your field-pieces, and do not suffer
them to be left, if there is a possibility of avoiding it.

You are, as I before said, to give every possible opposition
to the enemy, particularJy at crossi~g the river; but jf you
should be overpowered, and obliged to retreat, join that part
of the troops under my immediate command, or the other
under Colonel Cadwalader; in the latter case, the best stand
possible is to be made at Neshamini Ferry, bri?ge, and fords;
but you are unab]e to hold these" then seIze the strong
grounds in the neighbourhood of German- Town, unless you
receive orders to the contrary from me or some other your
superiour officer.

Spare no pains nor cost to gain information of the enemy's
movements and designs. Whatever sums you pay to obtain
this end, I wiII cheerfully refund. Every piece of informa-
tion worthy of communication transmit to me without loss
of time. A part of Colonel Hart's battalion I have ordered
to join your brigade. Keep your troops always supplied
with three days' provisions, and prevent thelll /i'om strag-
gling, that they may be ready at a moment's warning to
oppose the enemy in their passage of the river. Be particu-
larly attentive to the boats and other vessels, and suffer no
person to pass over to the Jersey shore without a permit.

Given at Head-Quarters, at Trenton Falls, this l~th day
of December, 1776. Go. WASHINGTON.

To Brigadier-General Ewing, Pennsylvania Militia.
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ORDERS TO COLONt:L JOHN CADWALADER.

SIR : You are to post your brigade at and near Bristol.
Colonel Nixon's regiment to continue where it is at Dunks's
Ferry; but if you find, from reconnoitring the ground or
from any movement of the enemy, that any other disposition
is necessary, you'll make it accordingly, without waiting to
hear from me; but to acquaint me of the alterations, and
the reasons for it, as soon as possible. Y ou'l! establish the
necessary guards, and throw up some little redoubts at
Dunks's Ferry, and the different passes in Neshamilti. Pay
particular attention to Dunks's Ferry, as its not improbable
something may be attempted there. Spare no pains or ex-
pense to get intelligence of the enemy's motions and inten-
tions. Any promises made or sums advanced shall be fully
complied with and dischal'ged. Keep proper patrols going
from guard to guard. Erery piece of intelligence you obtain
worthy notice, send it forward by express. ] f the enemy
attempt a landing on this side, you'll give them what oppo-
sition in your power. Should they land between Trenton
Falls and Bordentown Ferry, or any where above Bristol,
and you find your force quite equal to theirs, give them what
opposition you can at Neskamini Ferry and fords; in a
word, you are to give them all the opposition you can, with-
out hazarding the loss of YOUl'brigade. Keep a good guard
over such boats as are not scuttled 01' rendered unfit for
use; keep a good look out for spie~j endeavour to magnify
your numbers as much as possible; let the troops have
always three days' pl'Ovisionscooked beforehand j endeavour
to hep your troops as much together as possilJle,night and
day, that they may be ever in readiness to march upon the
shortest notice. You'll consult with the Commodore of the
galleys, and endeavour to form such arrangement as will
most effectually guard the river. To your directions and
prudence I submit any further regulations, and recommend
the greatestdegreeof vigilance. .

If you shoulcl find yourself unable to defend the passes on
the Neshamini, or the enemy should rout you from your
post, you are to repair to the strong ground near German-
Town, unless you have orders from me or some other Gen-
eral Officer to the contrary.

Be particular1y attentive to the boats and vessels, and
suffer no person to pass over to the Jerseys without a per-
mit.

Given at Head-Quarters, at Trenton Falls, this 12th day
of December, 1776.

G WO. ASHINGTON.

To Colonel John Cadwalader, Pennsylvania Militia.

unless we can procure a sufficient force to oppose their pro-
gress.

I am, dear sir, yours, &c.,
Go. WASHINGTON.

To Major-General Heath.

P. S. With respect to the officers of one State inlisting
the soldiers of another, it is not to be allowed of; and as to
the convalescents, you will use your own discretion.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO DOCTOR SHIPPEN.
Head-Q,uarters, near Trenton Falls, December 12th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I am to acknowledge the receipt of YOUI'letter
dated at Bethlehem, the 8th instant. Your proposition of
opening Dr. Morgan's stores I entirely approve of, and which
you are authorized to do immediately, as it is, in every in-
stance, my ardent wish that the sick be provided for in the
most happy and comfortable manner our circumstances will
admit of, and I know of no good reason why stores should
be preserved for a future day when they are so much wanted
at present.

I am, sir, yours, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.

To Dr. William Shippen, Jun., D. GeneralF. Hospital.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Head-Q,uarters, Trenton Falls, 12tb December, 1776.

SIR: I was a few days ago favoured with yours of the
30th of last month, and this is the first opportunity that
afforded me the pleasure of answering it. The event has
shown that my opinion ofGenerallIowe's intentions to make
an excursion into Jersey was not ill-founded. Immediately
after the reduction of Fort Washington, he threw a body of
men, consisting of about six thousand, over the North River,
with an intention to surprise the garrison of Fort Lee; hut
they withdrew before he could accomplish his purpose.
Finding the few troops I had with me insufficient to oppose
the enemy, and knowing that my numbers would still be
diminished by the expiration of the service of the Flying-
Camp men from Jersey, iJ'Iaryland,and Pennsylvania, which
would take place on the last day of November, it was deter-
mined to retreat as far as Brunswick, where I hoped to
receive a reinforcement from the Militia of the State of New-
Jersey,sufficientto check the further progressof the enemy.
But in this I was crueJly disappointed. The inhabitants of
this State, either from fear or disaffection, almost to a man
refused to turn out, and I could not bring together above
one thousand men; and even on these very little dependence
was to be put. My numbers were now reduced to three
thousand men, and that of the enemy considerably increased

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL HEATH. by fresh reinforcements. I had sentGeneralMifflindown
Hep.d-Q,uarters,near Trenton Falls, December12th, 1776. to Philadelphia, to raise what force he could in that Prav-

DEAR SIR: Your letter of the 8th instant has come duly ince, and send them on with all speed to my assistance. I
to hand, and I am glad to hear that GreatQn's, Bond's, and fell down myself to Trenton, in order to wait for supplies,
Porter's regiments are coming forward to join me; at the hoping that such numbers would come in from Pennsylvania
same time, I must ackr]Owledge I should have been much as would enable me to turn upon the enemy, and recover
better satisfied if they had contained a greater number of most of the ground which they had gained. General Mifflin
men than what you have mentioned. Your sending them was very successful with the Militia of Philadelphia, who
on, with all possible expedition, was exceedingly proper j turned out in a very spirited manner, and immediately marched
indeed, no time is to be lost, as the necessity of our affairs about fifteen hundred men up to Trenton; but the remainder
at present requires an immediate augmentation of our of the Province continues. in a state of supineness, nor do I
force. see any likelihood of their stirrin~ to save their own capital,

I have observed in your letter you have mentioned the which is ulTdoubtedly General Howe's great object.
arrivalof GeneralsGaies and Arnold at Goshen,with Pat- The Delaware now parts the two armies, and nothing
t~rson's, Stark's, Poor's, and Read's regiments, but have hinders the passage of the enemy but the want of boats,
not mentioned whether they are on their march to join us, which we have been lucky enough to secure. General Lee
though I conjecture that this is the case, fi'om the route they is still in the rear of the enemy, with about four thousand
have taken. As e\'ery thing onght to be attempted for the men, with whom he is on his march to join me. If he can
preservation of Philadelphia, 1 hope these troops will make effect this junction, our Army will again make a respectable
all imaginablehaste to get here in time to be of service. appearance,and such as, I hope, will disappointthe enemy
Our situation at present in this quarter is truly critical. Our in their plan upon Philadelphia. I sent down General
AnTI)' (as you have been informed) has been greatly dimin- Putnam, a few days ago,to begin upon some works for the
ished. The troops composing the Flying-Camp have mostly defence of that city, upon the salvation of which our cause
gone home, and we have as yet received very little assist- almost depends.
ance, except from the Philadelphia Militia. The enemy, I am informed that the inlistment of the new Army goes
under the command of Generals Howe, Cornwallis, and on very successlully to the Eastward and Southward; little
Vaughan, amounting to about twelve thousand, are posted or nothing can be expected from New- York or Jerse.'�.wbich
at Trenton, Penny-Town, and downwards towards Borden- are, the far most part, in the hands of tbe enemy. Every
Town, waiting for an opportunity to cross over. Their thing must depend upon the regular force we can brino into
views are to get possession of Philadelphia. However, tbe field in the spring; for I find, from f.'ltal experienc;' that
it is very probable they will considerably extend them, Militia serve only to delude us.
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As rny distance from the Eastern Governments makes me
ignorant of their present circumstances, I will not undertake
to direct the disposition of the four regiments you have or-
dered to be raised till the 15th March. I would only rec-
ommend, if they cali be spared, that they should march and
take post at the Highlands, and at the forts upon the North
River, as much depends still upon keeping possession of the
upper part of that river.

I highly approve of your plan for supplying your new
Army with necessaries; our old one has suffered consider-
ably for want of some such wholesome regulations. You
may depend upon my giving due countenance to such a
commendable scheme.

I am, with great truth and sincerity, sir, your most obedi-
ent servant,

Go. WASHINGTON.

To Govemour Trumbull, Connecticut.

GENERAl, WASHINGTON TO LIEUTENANT-GENERAL HOWE.

Bucks County, December 12th, 1776.

SIR: The enclosed lists, which I have taken the liberty
of transmitting, comprehend the officers belonging to your
Army who were returned on the 4th, 7th, and 8tb current,
by Colonel Moylan, in pursuance of my direction. I have
affixed against their names such belonging to us as I "~ishto
have released, and who are of the same rank, except m the
instance of Colonel Allen. His excbange, on account of
his long imprisonment, I have been particularly instructed
to propose.

The officerswhose enlargement I now require, are chiefly
on parole, and of those who were sent from Canada by
General Carleton. In respect to the privates, you wiJI ba
pleased to direct an equal number to be returned out of those
who were made prisoners on Long-Island, on the 27th of
August, including six volunteers described in one of the
lists.

I thank you for the ready attention that was had to the
return of Major Bird, and others who came out with him,
in exchange for the officerswho went from Brunswick; but
I must request that upon any future occasions the particular
officers to be returned shall be of my appointment, or some
person authorized for that purpose.

I cannot conclude this letter, without mentioning the
severe treatment of Mons. Wiebert. This gentleman was
made prisoner on the 16th ultimo, with the garrison on York
Island, and who holds the rank of a Lieutenant-Colonel in
our service, I am credibly informed has been committed to
the provost guard, and is there suffering all the inconve-
niences of a gaol. I am persuaded this treatment is without
your knowledge, and that the complaint will be removed as
soon as it is discovered.

I am, sir, with due respect, yours, &c.,
Go. WASHINGTON.

To Lieutenant-General Howe.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN CONNECTICUT,

DATED lU::AD-(tUARTERS, TRENTON FALLS, DECEMBER 12,

1776.
My last to you was by Captain , of the 5th

instant, froin Trenton. I was then in hopes my next would
have acquainted you we were advancing on the enemy.
My reason for presuming this was a speedy arrival of Gen-
eral Lee, with his division of the Army. Our enemy,
knowing how far he was in the rear, and our weak situation,
made a fm'ced march to come up with us, and were within
two milesof Prince town, when Lord Stirling began his re-
treat with two brigades. Boats fi'omevery quarter were col-
lected, and OUl'stores, together with the troops remaining at
Trenton, were immediately conveyed over the Delaware.
On Sunday morning, having every thing over, we crossed the
Delaware, and took our quarters about half a mile from the
river. About ele\'en o'clock the enemy came marching
down, with all the pomp of war, in great expectation of get-
ting boats, and immediately pursuing; but of this we took
proper care by destro>-'ingevery boat, shallop, &c., we could
Jay our hands on. They made forced marches up and
down the river, in pursuit of boats, but in vain. Tbis is
Thursday; the enemy are much scattered, some in Trenton,
directly opposite, from that on their left to Bordentown and

Burlington, on the river banks. The enemy are at least,
twelve thol1sand strong, determined for Philadelphia, for
which purpose they are trnnspol'ting flat-boltom boats from
Brunswick to Trenton by land.

CONDUCT OF THE 1!RITISH AND HESSIAN TROOPS IN NEW-

JERSE"t.

Bucks County, December 12,1776.

The progress of the British and Hessian troops through
New-Jersey has been attended with such scenes of desola-
tion and outrage as would disgrace the most barbarous na-
tions. Among innumerable other instances, the following
are authenticated, in such a manner as leaves no doubt of
their truth:

.

William Smith, of Smith's farm, near Woodbridge, hear-
ing tbe cries of his daughter, rushed into the room, and found
a Hessian officer attempting to ravish her. In an agony of
rage and rese~tment, he instantly killed him, but the offi-
cer's pal'ty soon came upon him, and he now lies mortally
wounded at his ruined, plundered dwelling.

On Monday morning they entered the house of Samuel
Stout, Esq., in Hopewell, where they destroyed his deeds,
papers, furniture, and effects of every kind, except what
they plundered. They took every horse away, left his
house and farm in ruins, injuring him to the value of two
thousand pounds in less than three hours. Old MI'.PMI-
ips, his neighbour, they pillaged in the same manner, and
then cruelly beat him.

On Wednesdaylast three women came down to the Jer-
sey shore in great distress; a party of the American Army
went and brought them off, when it appeared that they all
had been very much abused, and the youngest of them, a
girl about fifteen years of age, had been ravished that morn-
ing by a British officer.

A numbel' of young women in Hopewell, to the amount of
sixteen, flying fJ'Om the ravaging and cruel enemy, took
refuge on the mountain near Ralph Hart's; but information
being given of their .retreat, they were soon brought down
into the British camp, where they have been kept ever
since.

The one settlements of Maidenhead and Hopewell are
entirely broke up; no age nor sex have been spared; the
houses are stripped of every article of furniture, and what is
not portab1e is entirely destroyed. The stock of cattle and
sheep are drove off; every article of clothing and house
linen seized and carried away. Scarce a soJclier in the
Army but wbat has a horse loaded with plunder. Hun-
dredsof familiesare reduced from comfort and affluence to
poverty and ruin, left at this inclement season to wander
through woods without house or clothing.

If those scenes of desolation, ruin, and distress, do not
rouse and animate every man of spirit to revenge their much-
injured countrymen and countrywomen, all virtue, bonour,
and courage must have left this country, and we deserve all
we shall meet with, as there can be no doubt the same
scene wjIJ be acted in this Province upon our property, and
our beloved wives and daughters.

FROM AN ENGLISH BOOI( OF ORDERS FOUND AT TRENTON.

His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief orders that all
inhabitants that sha\) be found with arms, not having an
officer with them, shall be immediately taken and hung up.

From another book found at Princeton:
Head-Q.uarters, Trenton, December 12tn, 1776.

Small straggling parties not dressed like soldiers, and with-
out officers, not being admissible in war, who presumes to
molest or ore upon soldiers or peaceable inhabitants of the
country, will be immediately hanged without trial, as assas-
SIOS.

LORD STIRLING TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Blue Mounts, December 12, 1776.
DEAR SIR: The intelligence which the two Grenadiers

brought, is in many things confirmed; first, by the extensive
ores of their encampment, which appf:'ared last night to be
about Penny- Town; and other intelligence from the other
side, particularly by one person who has passed through all
their encampment, and came out of Trcnton about cleven
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o'clock yesterday, who says that the Flyin~ Army is in and
about Penny- Town, under tbe command of Lord Cornwallis.
Tbat General Howe is at Trentown, with some British and
some Hessian troops, and thirty pieces of cannon, placed
at the cburch; tbat tbere was to bave been some movement,
he understood, downward yesterday morning; why it was
delayed he knows not, but they remained quiet when he
carne away. That there was a very long cannonade heard
yesterday while he was on the road, supposed to be at or
near Brunswick.

I have sent off one piece of cannon to Co]onel Weeden,
and as the three regiments here now lie compact and well
covered with boards, and nearly centrical to Yardly's and
to Corriel's ferries, I believe it best to let them be in their
present situation, till some movement of the enemy makes
it necessary to alter it.

I have this moment seen the two persons who sent me the
two Grenadiers yesterday evening; they have reconnoitred
the enemy, and conversed with several of their neighbours,
who have been in every part of the Flying-Camp, which
they say is scattered fot'two or three miles round Penny- Town
in the utmost security. I shall therefore send Captain Tay-
lor over this evening with about thirty men, to try his hand
among them. .

If our troops were not so much worn out, I would pro-
pose to your Excellency that about twelve hundred good
men should cross over at Tinicum, and come down upon
them suddenly from the north. If General Lee is in their
rear this would greatly cooperate with him, and tend to
disconcert their measures much. I would gladly try the
experiment.

I am your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,
STIRLING.

I canno,t find that any of the persons who Ilave been
among them know any thing of their pontoons, 01' that they
are building any boats.

REV. JAMES CALDWELL TO GENERAL LEE.

Turkey, December 12, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I thank you for your favour from Basken-
ridge of this morning, and intended to do myself the honour
to wait upon you, and set out for that purpose, but found my
horse would not perform the journey with sufficient expedi-
tion, and cannot procure another here. And indeed I find
this the best place to observe the enemy's motions. From
sundry persons who have been upon the road between
Brunswick and PrincetQn, I learn the Army has very gen-
erally marched forward; indeed, all except guards of the
several posts. Yesterday they sent a reinforcement to Eliza-
bethtown from Amboy, of near one thousand. Some say the
whole at Elizabethtown are about one thousand; others
say fifteen hundred. They are ca~rJing off the hay from
Elizabethtown to New- York. At New- York there are but
about five hundred men left at Fort Lee; it is said a bat-
talion of the Scotch. At Hackensack, and from thence
to Elizabethtown, none. I believe Elizabethtown is their
strongest post, as they were afraid of our Militia, who have
taken off many of the most active Tories, made some pris-
oners, and among others, shot their English Foragemaster,
so that he is mortally or very illy wounded. A company of
our Militia went last night to Woodbridge, and brought off
the drQve of stock the enemy had collected there, consisting
of about fOllr hundred cattle and two hundred sheep. Most
of those cattle are only fit for stock. Colonel Ford begs
your directions what to do with them. I advised that those
not fit to kill should be sold, recording the marks, that Whig
owners might receive the money for which they sell respect-
ively. It will cost more than the value of them to keep
them in a flock. They are driven up the country to be out
of the enemy's way, and the Colonel will follow your direc-
tions as to the disposition of them.

At a council of the Field Officers this morning, a majority
of them advised to remove the brigade of Militia back
again to Chatham, for which they assigned these reasons:
Many of the Militia, rather fond of plunder and adventure,
kept a continual seaming, which kept out so many detached
parties that the body was weakened; and the enemy being
now stronger at Elizabethtown than they are, they thought
they would better serve the cause by lying at Chatham till
the expected army approaches [or theil' support.

Colonel Ford also desires YOllrdirections with respect to
the arms, horses, or other property taken with any of the
enemy. The parties who take them think themselves en-
titled to these things.

I enclose you some examinations. Colonel Ford thinks,
from the circumstancp..sof the wagons taken up at Brun~.
wick to go empty to Trenton, that the enemy intended to
retreat. I hope their retreat will be guarded against. I
have very much suspected as soon as our whole Army is
over the river they will return to reduce this Province, leav-
ing only part of theil' Army at the river to prevent ours
returning, tilI they have plundered us at their pleasure.'

With every kind wish for your prosperity, dear sir, your
unfeigned friend and most obedient and humble servant,

JAMES CALDWELL.

The Honourable General Lee.
P. S. I have sent you Jacob 'Vincent and

more Light-Horse, in whom you can depend.
two or three

GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Van Kemp's, fifteen miles from Sussex Court-House, ~
12 December, 1776. 5

SIR: In obedience to General Schuyler's commands, [

lert Albany the 2d instant, with Stark's, Poor's, Read's,
and Paterson's regiments, Greaton's, Bond's, and Por-
ter's having sailed from thence the day before; Bedel's re-
maining to embark the next day, as sloops were not then
ready to receive them. Upon my arrival at Esopus, I sent
Brigade-Major Stoddard to New-Windsor, to order Grea-
ton's, Bond's, and Porter's regiments to join me upon the
march by the way of Goshen; I thereupon marched from
Esopus, and sent my Aid-de-Camp, Major Peirce, to Go-
shen, to direct the marchof those regiments. He met me
yesterday, and acquainted me that Major-General Lee had
sent an order to those regiments to join him by a prescribed
route; I therefore pursued my march by this route with the
four other regiments, and hope to rendezvous them all the
day after to-morrow at Sllsse.x Court-House. I send the
_bear~r, Brigade-Major Wilkinson, for your Excellency's
orders in respect to the route you would have me take; at
present, I propose marching by that delivered to Major
Wilkinson.

I shall strictIv observe the directionscontained in Mr.
Secretary Harri~on's letter to Major-General ScltUyler, of
the 26th ultimo, a copy of which is now before me.

There was a deep snow last night at this place; it is now
mild, and promises rain; in that case we shall be able to <Yo
in boats down the Delaware, which will save much til~e
and fatigue_.

With every ardent wish for your Excellency's prosperity,
I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,

HORATIO GATES.

To his ExceI!ency General Washington.

GENERAL GATES TO THE OFFIceRS CO)IMANDING GREATON'S,

BOND'S, AND PORTER'S REGIMENTS.

Esopus, December 8th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:. On receiving this by Major Peirce, the
General's Aid-de-Camp, you are immediately to continue
your march from Goshen, or whatever place you shall re-
ceive this at, for the 1t.linisink, on Delaware, where you
will be joined by the troops from this place, and will wait
the General's arrival.

By the General's Command:
JOHN TRUMBULL, D. A. General.

To the Officers commanding Greaton's, Bond's, and Por-
ter's Regiments.

MAJOR WILKINSON TO GENERAL GATES.

Sussex Court-House, 12 December, 1776.

SIR: The information of a person who has escaped from
the enemy, corroborated by the report of an inhabitant of
Gotian, just from Philadelphia, obliges me to inform you
that the enemy are arrived at Trent-Town on Saturday
or Sunday last, and that General Wa$hington was on the
opposite shore. The numbers of either Army I have not
been able to collect, and am in equal uncertainty respectinO'
General Lee's present situation or force. The latter inforr~:

..
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ant left Philadelphia on Monday morning last, (the Con-
gress sitting, the city in great confusion,) and crossed the
Delaware about forty miles distance, though I can't learn
how far above Trent- Town. Pursuant to your orders, I
shall proceed to General Washington with all possible
speed, by the most convenient route, and making every
necessary precaution, and flatter myself I shall be able to
meet you lit Bethlehem.

I am, sir, with every respect, your much obliged, most
obedient, humble servant, JAS. WILKINSON. SAMUELTUDER TO PIERRE VANCORTLANDT.

N. B. The troopswho have marched for this pJace I Poughkeepsie,.December12th, 1776.
have ordered to stop. I believe it will be as convenient GENTLEMEN: Your resoJve of 5th J~stant, also you.rs of
for them to pass from this to Bethlehem or East- Town as yesterday by Mr. Degrushe, we have this moment receIved,
by any other route. .and note the contents. We sha1l use 0\11'best endeavour to

get the cannon and other necessary stores. As to the cables
and anchors ordered to General Clinton, we would acquaint
you that in a few hours after we received your orders, we
put on board a sJoop fom anchors and two cables, which
was all we had on board the ships that wouJd answer; and
the reason they are not dow'n is, that Mr. Livingston thought
it best for the sloops to go down with a raft of timber for
the docks which were then ready, by which we imagine
the sloop must be detained.

We should have sent the other two cables, which we
must have taken from the privateer sJoops, but could not
then be spared, as tI]ey were going up to Esopus with the
ships, and it would not do to leave them at single anchor.

As soon as our sJoop returns, (which is a1l the boat we
have,) we shall send the other two cables down. The ship
Congressgot into Esopus creek yesterday, and we have
reason to think the ship General IUont[Jomery has got in
this day, as the tide has been much higher to-day than it
has been for some time past.

I am, gentlemen, your very humble servant,
SAM'(, TUDER.

To the Hon. Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., President of the
Conventionof the State of New-York, at Fishkill.

ISAAC NICOLL TO JOHN MCKESSON.

Peekskill, 12th December, 1776,

SIR: I received two letters to-day from Convention, one
for General Heath and one for General ft-IcDougall, which
I have sent fcJl\vard to them, they having both passed to the
west side of the river, together with the princip~1 part of
troops under their command, except three regIments of
General George Clinton's; so that we have but a very few
men at this station. General Heath left the command
with me until he returns, which expect wiJl be in a few
days. No news material.

1 am, in haste, your most obedient, humbJe servant,
ISAAC NICO[,L.

To John McKesson, Esq.

HENDRICK WYCKOFF TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

. Fishkill, Deeember 12th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Being appointed some time ago to act as
Commissary for the lVew-Hampshire troops and artificers,
the Hampshire troops being now discharged; and whereas
a number of troops have here arrived these t\Vo days past,
some of them artificers, tbe best chief!yinvaJids out of dif-
ferent briO'adesand out of different regiments and compa-
nies, as fheir returns will show, which I will produce
whenever required, these troops are al] applying to me
for provisions, and 1 would willingly act safe. Thought
propel' to petition to your honourable House to know
whether I must supply them all at the usual rations; and
if they must be supplied here, ho,"':I sh,a!! get some ~alt
for them to seasontheir fi'esh provIsion wIth, understandmg
the salt at Mr. Week's will not be more than enough for
the art ificers. _

Be<}"[,.inO' further to know wbether it will be your pleasure
to co~~in~e me JonO'er in this business, the reason why,
because that if I am ~ertain to continue any longer, it would
be hiO'htime for me to buy up a numberof fat cattle, which
if I d~ now neglect, almost all tbe cattle among us will be
eno-aO'ed so that I shall be at a nonplus for beef.o 0

, ,

hAnd lastly, I must beg leave to acquamt your onour-
able House, tbat whereas I have not as yet drawn any cash
from Convention, and have expended all my ready money
which I had with me, am now out of cash. Have ap-
plied to Major Schenck, who tel1s me that he cannot pay
out any of the moneyhe has in hand to me, unless it be by
an order from your honourable House. Must therefore beg
of your bonourable House, if I am continued, for an order
to draw some money. In bearing your humble petitioner's
request, will greatly oblige and ever be acknowledged, by
your most hUh1bleand obedient servant,

HEND'K ~TYCKOFF.

To the Convention of the State of New- York.

MAJOR LEDYARD TO THE COMMITTEE OF ARRANGEMENT.

Fishkill, December 12th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I take the liberty to recommend Lieuten-
ant 'l'heodosius Fowltr to your notice for an appointment
in the new arrangement. Having served a twelvemonth's
campaign with ~im in late Colon~1 McDougall's regi,ment,
I know his merit as a good active officer, and a Sincere
friend to his country, standing firm against all the per-
suasions of his father and unli'iend]y relations. Captain

WaTker, I understand, wants a 'First Lieutenant, who would
be well suited with Mr. Fowle,..

I ha ve the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient
servant, BENJA. LEDYARD,

Major of the Fourth N. Y. Regiment.
The respectabJe the Committee of Arrangement for tbe

State of New- York.

HENRY SHERBURNE TO GENERA[, GATES.

Esopus, December 12, 1776.

SIR: Captain Paterson arrived here, witb about two-thirds
of the men that were put on board the river sJoop,last
evening; the remainder of them are coming in this morning.
The vessel prm'ing very leaky and without a pilot, tbey
were obliged to land at the distance of forty miles from this
place, and march the men down here by land, which has
greatly fatigued them. I have provided the detachment
with three days' provision, and design they shall march for
the Minnisinks to-morrow morning, by which am in hopes
they will be sufficiently refreshed.

By a gentleman from Skeensborough am told that Bedel's
regiment has gone home, he having mct a considerable num-
ber of them near Wood creek. Tbis information I think
probabJe, as I have not heard nor seen any thing of them
since you Jeft this pJace, more than this gentleman informs
me. The same person further adds, that there was not any
troops in Albany when he passed through, which is now
four days since.

I shall leave no stone unturned to expeditethe forwardinO'
those troops now hem with the greatest despatch.

0

I am,with respect,your Honour'smostobedient,humble
servant,

Hy. SHERBURNE.

Major-General Gates.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety,
of Connecticut, December 12th, 1776-

Present: His Honour the Governour, Eliphalet Dyer,
William Williams, William Hillhou.~e, Thomas Seymour,
Benjamin Huntington, Nathaniel Wales, Esquires.

William Howard is appointed Lieutenant and Command-
er of a company of Militia and others, in the Second So-
ciety in Windham, to march into tbe State of Rhode-
Island for the present expedition, and to be under the Com-
mander-in-Chief. A commission is granted, December 12th,
1776.
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TIOVJ;:RNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.
Lebanon, December 12th, 1776.

SIR: Among the variety and important objects which I
have no doubt every moment press on your mind and com-
mand your attention, I be~ leave to suggest to you the distress
of our prisoners in New- York, which, upon every principle
of humanity as well as policy, demands the most speedy
method to be come into and accomplished for their relief.

Major Wells, of one of the battalions of this State, among
the prisoners in New- York, is now suffered, on his parole,
to come from thence into this State to solicit relief fOl' the
prisoners there. By him I understand Colonel j}[iles is
permitted to go to Philadelphia on the same errand. The
representation made to us by Major TYells is, that we have
in New- York between three and four thousand prisoners,
the privates all close confined, upon about half allowance;
great number of them almost naked; their confinement is so
close and crowded that they have scarce rOOm to move or
lie down, the ail' stagnate and corrupt; numbers dying
daily, arising principally from their close confinement.
Applications have been made to Genrral Howe for relief,
but in vain. He expresses himself with great humanity,
but yet the number is so great, and not having a country to
dispose them in, as we have for our prisoners, and giving
enlargement in New- York would be attended with great
hazard, he most heartily wis,hes for an exchange; and that
it dot's not lie at his door that it is not accomplished before
this time; he has been uoth ready and willing, but the delay
is on ollr part; besides, he is willing to exchange officer for
officer of equal rank, private for private; and when that is
done, to release the remainder to return to their homes on
their parole. We entertain not the least doubt of your
great humanity, and that the relief of these unhappy suf-
ferers lies near your heart. ~. e are also in some measure
sensible of the amazing weight and burthen that has, espe-
cially for some months past, lain upon you; and also of
the disadvantages you have been under to accomplish this
exchange. Weare convinced of your inclination, by the
early attention you have paid to that subject, manifested by
your letter to me, to make the necessary preparations there-
for; but, sir, you will suffer me to give one hint more to your
Excellency, to show the necessity of speedily attending to
this matter if possible, that is, the privates suffer so amaz-
ingly, tbeir lives in danger every moment, though they abhor
the thought, and it is only despair drives them to it-as
"skin for skin; all a man has he will give for his life"-if
they cannot soon be relieved, they must yield to the offer
made to them, and inlist themselves into the King's service.
Necessity will soon compel them. A bout thl'ee hundred
have already yielded to the temptation. The effect a delay
of this matter has upon the present inlistments for the new
Army, will not escape YOlll'consideration.

I thought it my duty to acquaint your Excellency with
these matters, and have no doubt you will attend to every
object according to its weight and merit. It may be conve-
nient to send the prisoners in this State, from the several
towns where they are kept, under guard of the troops of our
four new-raised battalions, who are to continue in service
till the 15th of March next. Parties from those several
towns going on to their service may very con veniently do
it, and the prisoners going in such smaJl parties will not be
dangerous, and it may be so concerted that they arrive at
the place appointed near at the same time.

I have sent forward Mr. Alden with this, who will wait
on YOll for your answer, and advice for my future conduct
herein, with such other intelligence as you may think con-
venient to transmit me.

I have to advise you that the enemy seem to be spreading
in every quarter. A few days since about ten of their ships
of war, with about eighty transports, layoff New-London
harbour; since which they have proceeded to Rhode-Island
and up Providence bay, having fi'Om five, and some say to
eight thousand land forces with them. All attack upon
Providence is every day expected. Weare alarmed for
our neighbours and the near approach of the enemy. Are
sending forward aJl the force we can from our .IVlilitianearest
that State for their relief, and at the same time we are called
upon for an additional force westward, on the borders of
New- York, as by the removal of so great a part of the
Continental forces west of Hudson's river, leaves us in a
great measure naked and defenceless on this side.

Hope to hear your Excellency is supported by a numer-
ous accession to your Army, from Pennsylvania and the
Jerseys; and that God Almighty may yet so prosper OHr

arms as to give a check to the rapid pmgress of tbe enemy,
and that be will yet crown this year witb victory over the
enemies, and salvation to his oppressed people.

I am, with great esteem and regard, sir, your most obe-
dient, humbleservant, JON'TH. TRUMBULL;

To his Excellency George lVashingfon,Esq., General and
Commander-in-Chief of the Army of the United States,
New-Jersey;

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Lebanon, December 12th, 1776,

SIR : Your favour of the 3d instant was received not till
this day. The approaching expiration of the term of the
troops at the garrison of Ticonderoga, Fort George, and
under the circumstances you mention, and the danger of
losing these important posts, is truly alarming and demands
OUI" first attention. The calls for aid from this, in the various
threatened quarters, eastward as well as westward, of which
you must by this have been made sensible, and for which
we are making pJ'Ovision, will prevent our doing all that
could be otherwise wished or expected for the Northern de-
partment. Every reasonable exertion, however, shall he
made. I have ther'efore this moment issued the most press-
ing orders to the officers expected to go in the Northern ser-
vice, to engage and fill up their companies, and move them
fon\'anl in small parties. We shall rely upon your chest
for the premiums and encouragements offered by Congress
to induce the inlistments. This will be a most essential
point for the speedy effecting the desired purpose, and your
earliest advice upon the subject will be material. For if the
money cannot come from you, don't know when or how it

will be had from Congress in the present situation of aff.1irs.
Some of the officers for the new Army are now at Ticon-

deroga, an~ am .in hopes they may engage some men on the
spot, especIally If the money could be had. Am fuJl}' sen-
sible of the great advantages the enemy have in gainin<r
intelligence from your quarter, and the improvement Gen~
eral Carlcton will make of Ollr e\'ery weakness.

A large fleet of the enemy have lately been upon our
coast, consisting of more than one hundred sail, which much
alarmed us. They are now at Newport, and actually taken
possession of that island, 'with some say five, others eight
thousand 1I'00pS. The town of Providence is much threat-
ened and the ships tending that way. We are, as you must
reasonably think, sending troops to their relief.

I "Yish you to find every expedient for manniug the posts
at Tzconderoga and Mount Independence. Permit me to'

mention Colonel Elmore's regiment. I know not yet its
destination. Also, may - not Colonel Warner be able to
raise a regiment on the Grants, of good and faithful men, for
the purpose? May not some of the Militia in Albany city
and County be a temporary reJief?

This express is to go forward to Ticonderoga, with letters
to some of our officers there, to be recruitiu!!'.

I am, with esteem and regard, sir, your- most obedient,
humble servant,

JONATHAN TRUMBULL.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO PIERRE VAN CORTLANDT.

Lebanon, December 12lh, 1776.

Sm: We received yours of the 8th instant by express last
evening, acquainting uswith the critical situatiou of our Army

~t tl,w westward, the advanttge ~hich might arise by rein....
forclllg GeneralsLee and Gates In the Jerseys, your efforts
on this occasion, and the necessity of further and speedy aid
from this and the other New England States, kc. Weare
of opinion with you, that the enemy's Reet sailintJ' up the
Sound is designed to draw off our attention from ;ur west-
ern Army, and to prevent our throwing in our iJrce that
way; and it is impossible to prevent its effect in some meas-
ure. That neet, consisting of eight or ten ca pital ships of war
and eighty or ninety transports, hl'st came to anchor off New~
London; which gave us the alarm, and obliged us to rally
our Militia and send them forward to that place. The Reet
after a day 01' two, came to sail, and steered their course fo;
Newport, and with their land forces, to the amount of five,
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and some say eight thousand, took possession of that island,
part of the fleet pushing up the bay towards Providence.
This gave a mOst sensible alarm to Providence, a considera-
ble part of the Continental fleet, with the two new frigates, a
large number of Plivateers and prize ships, being in that port;
the town full of tbe wealth of the enemy, which had been
taken /i'om them, whereby their apprehensions were greatly
raised, that the design of the enemy was to attack that place.
We were immediately earnestly called upon for aid, as were
the "Massachusetts, who have sundry valuable towns lying
on the eastern side of tbat bay. But we learn that the
j}Jassachusetts are drafting every fourth man to send west-
ward to supply the deficiency of their proportion in the new
Army. We have ordered, and are raising, four battalions
for the same purpose, and have directed their mal"Ch in par-
ties as they are raised, as soon as twenty are inlisted in a
company. Weare in great hopes so many of the troops
raisinO' in this and the ]}Iassachu.~etts States wiIJ soon arrive,
as to be a guard and check against the enemy on the eastern
part of Hudson's river; and should hope some part of Gen-
eral Heath's division might be sent forward to reinforce
Generals Lee and Gates; but that must submit.

We immediately sent off an express with a copy of yours
to the "Massachusetts. Hope the advanced season will soon
put a stop to the further progress of the enemy.

Thank you for your kind offer of assistance in purchasing
or forwarding provisions. Shall give "notice when there is
occasion.

I am, with great truth and regard, sir, your obedient,
humble sen'ant,

JON'TH. TRUMBULL.

To the Hon. Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esquire, President of
the Committee of Safety of the Stale of New- York, at
Fishkill.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULl. TO PIERRE VAN CORTLANDT.

Lebanon, December 12th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:In consequence of your application for that
purpose,! encouraged the Committees in the seaport towns
within this State to give all possible assistance in the time
of it to the good people on Long-Island, in the removal of
their families and effects here for a shelter from the enemy.
That in pursuance hereof, as well as from other laudable
motives and a concern for their suffering brethren in your
State, the Committees exerted themselves much in their
favour and at considerable expense.

An accollnt of what was done from the port of New-
London now enclose you, in.order for YOllrallowance and
reimbursement. Among the particular undertakers employed
by the Committee who have signed the account, and are
genllemen of character, you'JI find a certain John Field, the
beal"erof this, amount of his bill being forty-four pounds five
shiJlings, lawful money. As he is a native of New-Jersey,
and in want of his pay, h3\'e referred him to your Board fm'
satisfaction. The rest of the undertakers being generally in
want of their dues, you will please point out in what method
and when they may apply. The other bills of expense in
the same service, in other parts, will be forwarded yon, and
have no doubt of your proper attention to the whole. Have
also enclosed you a second account of John Vails, come to
hand since the first, for the same service.

I am, with great truth and regard, sir, your obedient,
humble sen'ant, J ' TON TH. RUMBULL.

To the Hon. Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esquire, President of
the Committee of Safety of the State of New- York, at

. Fishkill.

New-London, December 13,1776.

The fleet of men-of-war and transports /i'Om New- York
came to sail on Friday morning, the wind easterly and
small. At about twelve o'clock they came abreast of the
IJarbour, making a very formidable appearance, and for the
space of half an hour it was a pprehended were bound in;
but after that they stood out, and that night anchored the
south side of Fisher's Island, and the next night carne to
near Rhode-Island; since which we learn they have landed
about eight thousand men at Newport, and taken possession
of that town.

It is reported that about forty sail more of transports, &c.,

came through Hell-Gate a few days ago, bound this way,
it is probable to join the above Reet.

Last ]}lonrlay,Captain Thomas Chesterarrivedhere from
Demerara,with a cargo of rum. The day beforehe got in
he was chased by a British frigate, but his \'essel being a
good sailer got dear.

Last Wednesday, three British frigates were seen in the
offing, and yesterday one appeared off Goshell reef.

EBJi:NE~ER WILLIAMS TO GOVERNOUR TRUMB'(Jr,r,.

Pomfret, December 12th, 1776.

\\lAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR: Your several orders or
the 5th, 7th, and 8th instant, I have received anrl executed
as far as was in my powel'. My infirm state of health ren-
dered it impossible for me to enjoy the honour of leading
out my regiment in the present campaign. The prospect
at present is, that 1 shall not be further serviceablein the
military department. While I was able, I ever rejoiced to
se,r\'e my country, but esteeming it highly proper and reason-
able 1hat those who are called out into action should receive
the honour and the reward due to their serrices, I would by
no means stand in the way of others. But after properly
acknowledging the honour conferred on me by the authority
of the State, and expressing my gratitude for it, I crave leave
to resign my commission into more suitable hands. To stich
I could wish it might be given; and am, sir, with proper
respect, your Honour's most obedient, humble servant,

EBENEZERW ILLI;\MS.

To the Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Captain-General
and Commander-in-Chiefin and over the State of Con-
necticut.

WILLIAM THOMPSON TO RICH.,\RD DEVENS.

Attleborough, December 12, 1776, Thursday Evening.

SIR: Yesterday, after taking necessary measures for safely
depositing the ammunition that arrived here from Stoughton,
and that which was expected from 1Fatertown,(which is
since arrived,) I rode forward to Providence, where I found
only a regiment of our Militia, of about two hundred find
thirty men, just flrriverlfrom Uxbridge and that neighbour-
hood, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Nathan
Tyler, who had taken up present quarters in the College,
and were waiting for further orders. Him I informed of my
charge, and desired him to inform all other officers he could.
From thence after dark I rode to Rehoboth, and this morn-
ing to 1Farren,next town to Bristol, where I saw Brigadier-
General Godfrey, and acquainted him of my business. He
has desired me to send forward the ammunition to Rehoboth
Green, that being, in his judgment, the most suitable place to
accommodateall the Militia, who are posted in different
places. I am now returned, and have applied for carriages
to remove it thither,and expect Iheywj)\ take it on to-mor-
row morning if fair weather. This supply will be welcome,
for I understand numbers are deficient. I shall conform to
the letter of my instructions as near as possible, but in any
instances wherein tbat may be impracticable, I shall endeav-
OUl' to fulfill the spirit of them, by deJivering to regiments
or detachments agreeable to applications I may have from
commanding officers,informing them of theobligationstbey
will be under to retum or account for whatever ammunition
shaH not be necessarily expended in the service. In tbis
I hope for yoU\' approbation,and beg you would write me
about it as soon as possible. A letter directed to be left at
Mr, James Daggett's house, in Rehoboth, will be duly for-
warded to, sir, YOUI'humble servant,

WILLIAM THOMPSON.

Richard Devens, Esq., Commissary-General.
Friday, eleven o'clock.-The carts are loading, and wiJJ

go on immediately to Rehoboth.

SILAS DEANE TO C. W. F. DUMAS.
Paris, December 13th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I am indebted for two letters, and the same
cause of my neglect, viz: a hurry of business still subsisting,
1 cannot make amends by a long letter in this, but the sub-
stance will be agreeable, which is, that Dr. Pranklin is
arrived at .lVantes,and I expect him at Paris to-morl'Dw.
He left Philadelphia the Jast of October, and every thing
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was fa\'Ourable in America. On his passage the ship he
was in made two prizes on this coast. I received a letter
from my venerable fi.iend on his landing, who was in high
spirits ann good health. Here is the hero, and philos?pher,
and patriot, all united in this celebrated American, who, at
the age of seventy-four, risks all dangers for his country. I
know your heart rejoices with me on this occasion.

I am, with respect, &c.,. S DE NEILAS A..

EXTRACT OF A LETTICR FROM A GENTLEMAN AT BORDEAUX,

DATED DECEMBER 13, 1776.

Doctor Franklin arrived at Nantz, in France, on the 7th
instant, in a ship of sixteen guns, and has gone to Paris.
His business, which must certainly be very important, is
matter of much speculation among the French. I am very
glad he has got here safe, as his superiour abilities and ex-
perience wil1 probably at this juncture be of the greatest
advantage to America. The ship brought in two prizes
with her, taken in the bay. The French are now, and
have been for four months past, preparing both by sea and
lano. Their marine force is at this day very formidable,
and the Spaniards are not much behind them. A war with
Spain and Portu!!al is thought to be unavoidable; should
that take place, France and England will necessarily be
en<ra<redin it. The arrival of Dr. Franklin will probably
ha~te~ it. It is very confidently reported, and said to come
from (Jood authority, that Russia has engaged to furnish
Engla"'ndwitb twenty thousand men for the American ser-
vice in the spring. France and Spain will not, I think, see
this, and remain idle spectators. Tbe D'Utch, who are
attached to their interest, seem very generally disposed to
retard and clog tbe Americans,both in tbeil' publick and
private business, as much as they can. Lord Chatham is
said to be very near his end. We have not yet heard of
the fate of Kin~'s Bridge. Tbe French ann Spaniards
will greatly rejOIce to hear of a decisive action in favoUl'
of America. Hope tbey will soon have that pleasure. Hear-
incrthat lead was much wanted in America, induced me to
pl~rchase so large a quantity; should there be occasion fOf
It, I hope it will do good execution.

CAPTAIN WICKES TO THE COMMITfEE OF SECRET CORRE-

SPONDENCE. .

Quiberoon Bay, 13th December, 1776.

GENTI,EMEN:I take this opportunity to inform you of
my safe arrival in twenty-nine days, as from Cape Henlopen,
at Quiberoon Bay, where I landed Doctor Franklin and his
suite in good health. He has been very kindly received in
France, as I am infQrmed,but had no letter from him as yet,
but expect one every hour.

We have taken two prizes on aUf passage, both small
brigs, one from Bordeaux, loaded with fifteen thousand pipe
and barrel staves, thil.ty-fi\.e bogsheads claret, bound for
Cork; the other from Rochefort, loaded with four thousand
bushels flax-seedand sixty-three hogsheads Cogniack brandy,
bound for Hull. I have no doubt but we sball be allowed
to sell our prizes here, as there bas been ten or a dozen
merchants on board to purchase tbe two prizes now in my
possession.

We bave been detained here this fifteen days, waiting a
wind to proceed to Nantes, and I am in hopes of getting
there soon, where Tsball be able to give you a more full and
satisfactory account of my reception and proceeding. I am
informed tbat there is now sixteen sail line-of-battle ships
and ten frigates manned and fitted at Brest, ready for sea,
but cannot learn their destination. They also inform me
they are now fitting a large fleet of sbips in England, but
don't hear of any more soldiers raising for the American
service. I can form no idea yet of my future proceedin(Js,
as I shall proceed according to the information I may be~e-
after receive; but shall take particular care to give the ear-
liest information of every thing in my power. It is reported
that Captain Anderson is arrived at Nantz, in the ship
Success, from Philadelphia. OUf people is all well and in
good spirits.

From, gentlemen, your most obliged, humble servant,
.LA~m'T WICKES.

To the honourable Committee of Secret Correspondence at
Philadelphia.

ROBERT CHRISTIE, JUN., TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.
Nottingham Furnace, 13th December, In6.

GENTLEMEN: T did myself the honour of writing to your
President the 10th instant, acquainting him that on the
night of the 4th of Ihis month, myself and a number of the
inhabitants of Baltimore have been drove from their houses
by a mob. I mentioned all the circumstances of the trans.
action so fully then, that it is useless to say any thing more
on the subject now. I have every reason to believe that
none of us can return again to B(lltimore with any prospect
of safety to our persons until times alter. For my own part,
I am so fully convinced of this, that I am determined to
retire into some remote corner of tbe Province, at least for
some little time. By my absence the publick business of the
County will be thrown into some confusion, especially the
collection; not above one fourth of which is yet made, and
consequently many of the publick creditors are unpaid. If
the Council of Safety think proper that I should finish the
collection, I propose pllttin~ it into the hands of Mr. ~Ioses
Galloway, who is a person of property and unexceptionable
character ; and I shall give him directions to apply every
shilling he collects to the payment of tbe County debts, and
I am content to wait for my own claim until tbe others are
paid. Or if you tbink proper to take it out of my bands,
I am ready to settle an account with th~ County; and if,
after deducting my own claims, which have been levied by
the Court, there appe~rs any balance due by me, I am ready
to pay it to any person you direct. Tbe last mode will be
most agreeable to me. 1 apprehend it will be necessary to
publish some resol ve on the subject, as too many of the
people are ready to catch at any excuse, alld will not pay
without something of this sort is done.

It has been said by some of my enemies since my de-
parture, tbat I am considerably indebted to the County.
Tbe contrary will appear to be the case upon examination;
for I am considerably in advance for 1775; and altbough I
cannot exactly say bow the account stands for tbe present
year, yet from the smallness of the collection, I am pretty
confident, that after ueducting my own claims, which were
allowed at the Levy Court, little or nothing remains in my
hands; which, as I said before, I am able and willing to pay.

It is necessary something should be speedily done in this
affair. And as you are much better judges of the mode
than I can pretend to be, I shall say nothing further on the
subject.

Please to favour me with an answer by Mr. Galloway;
and believe me, with much respect, gentlemen, your most
obedient, humble servant, R ' C 1 JOB T HR STIE, un.

The honourable the Council of Safety at Annapolis.

ROBERT MORRIS TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

(Read, December 20,1776: Referred to Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Wilson,
Mr. Harrison, and Mr. S. Adams.]

Philadelpbia, December 13, 1776.

SIR: Tbe enclosed letter from the General was delivered
to me open by Mr. Walton, wbo juoged it prudent to ex.
amine the contents before it went forward, and in wbich
I concur with him, as it was probable some service might
result to tbis place from their being \mown; and I flatter
myself that essential service will be rendered to the Conti-
nent thereby. As soon as I saw this authentick account of
the enemy's design to cross Delaware above tbe falls, I
waited on General Putnam and proposed that the frigate
Randolph and sloop Hornet should be sent to sea immedi-
ately, as it was plain to me they would be of no use here,
and I had received certain advice that there was not any
British men-of-war in our bay. The General very readily
consented; and I have this afternoon given Captain Biddle
and Captain Nicholson their instructions, signed by me on
behalf of the Marine Committee. They will depart early
in tbe morning, ann I entertain the most sanguine hopes of
their escape. The Hornet goes for Carolina with tbe shot;
but part of the flour was landed previous to this new deter.
mination. I have presumed to go one step farther in this
Navy business, and flatter myself I shall be entitled to tbe
approbation of Congress, whether I meet it or not, for my
intentions are good, and I procure myself much trouble with
the sole view of serving the cause: On viewing tbe frigate
Delaware, I thought it possible to get her away before Gen-
eral Howe could get here. I have therefore set about it
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We fear if our Army retreats to PhiladelpMa, the Militia
of this city will not be prevailed upon to leave it again,
should your Exr.ellency think propel' to evacuate the city;
by which means the Army will be much reduced. Gene-
ral Mi.fflin desired us to hint this matter.

The Council have exerted every nerve to raise the Mili-
tia, and are still devising means to support our opposition,
and shall /i'om time to time give such intelligence as they
may think useful.

By order of the Council. I am your Excellency's very.
humble servant, OWENBIDDLE, Chairman.
His Excellency General Washington, near Trenton Ferry.

stout1y. A number of people, scarce as they now are here
are at work on her. The sails will be bent, anchors to th~
bows, stores on board, and every thing in some forwardness
t~-morrow. I ~lave sent an ex~ress!o the General, informing
hun of my d~slgtl, and requestlllg him to send down Captain
Alexander, hIS officers, and sllch seamen as are willing to go
with hi,;!; and if it is possible to get her away 1 shall order her
to Baltzmore, u~der your own care. If I fail in this attempt
you o~ly add a httle expense of labour to the loss, for the ship
may m that case be destroyed. However, if General Howe
will bu~ give m,e a few days more, and Lord Howe keep
away his myrmidons, I shall have the pleasure to despatch
the Randolph, Hornet, Delaware, &cnrity, Fly, and a
large ship laden with tobacco; all which you may deem as
saved from the flan!es. The remov,al of Congress has left PENNSYLVANIACOUNCILOF SAFETYTO WILLIAMATLEE.
me much other busllless. I am paYlnO"YOUI'debts, at lea~t I C

'

tl f I M ' C ' d d
,o .

fi~
n ouncd of Safety December 13 1776

lose 0 t Je anne omnllttee, an Irectmg Ity necessary .'
'.'

,

things to be done; ami, with General I-lowe's permission,
SIR . We receIved yours of the 11th IIlstant, and are

shall be glad to finishthe businessyou would wishto have
happy to find that you have ta.ke~the propermeasuresto

done here. But if Mr. Howe advances, I shall ush off.
procure wagons to be sent to thIs cIty . We send you by

and leave him to finish the business in his own wa
p , express so~e resolves of:be Hou~e of Assembly and of tbis

I am told there is a letter in town tbat mention;'General
Board, whl~h we hope w]1I?ontr,bute to induce the Militia

Clinton's arrival at Rhode-Island, and tbat he took peace-
to turn ?ut IIIdefence of their cOlmtry. You will distt'ibute

able possessionof it as all the inhabitants to a man aban-
them with all speed thro~Jghyour country. The enemy are

doned the island; L~t tell Mr. Ellery I have not seen tbis
now ob~tructed by the fiver Delaware; but if not discour-

letter, nor will I vouch for its authenticity.
aged by the number~ we !TIayc~lIect to oppose them, will

You will please to receive enclosed some pleasinO"letters
pro?ably pass the \'Iver m~otbls State on the first ~ppor-

for the Marine Committee; and with perfect esteem°and 1'1'-
tumty. . You~ utmost e~:r,tlons we are persuaded wIll not

spect, 1 remain, sir, yours and the Congress's most obedient
be wantmg wIth the Mlhtla of Lancaster. "'~e have sent

and most humble servant
express to the wagons who conveyed the prISoners' bag-

,
ROBT. MORRIS. gage.

To tbe Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of Congress.
By or?er of Council. [ha VI' ~he pleasure to subscribe

myself, ~]r,your very humble servant,
THOS. WHARTON,Jun., President.

PENNSYLVANIACOUNCIL OF SAFETY TO GENERAL WASH-
William Atlee, Esq.

INGTON. ----

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, 13th December, 1776.
PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

SIR: At the particular desire of General ~lijflin, we have
In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, December 13,1776.

undertaken to give you a detail of our pub]ick affairs, as Major-General Putnam being arrived in this city and
~ajor-General Putnam is otherwise engaged in his very having taken upon him the command by General Wash-
Important department, and General ltlijflin about setting ington's orders, this is therefore to O"ivenotice to aJl Officers
off on ~.t?ur through the Counties, t? t~y his influence with of the Militia who arrive from the c~untry, to apply to Gen-
our MIlitia,.too m~ny of",:ho~ remam m a state of supine- eral Putnam immediately, and receive his directions.
ness and mfatuatlOn, which IS alto<1ether unaccountable By order of the Council:
especially in the Counties of Philad;lphia, Bncks, Berks: T. WHARTON,Jun., President.

Lancaster, and Northampton. These Counties lie nearest -
to th~scity, and from them we have but,little prospect of
dl'3wmg much succour. What the /i'ontler Counties will

GENERALORDERS.

afford we cannot determine, as we ha\'e no certain intelli-
Head-Quarters, Philadelphia, December13, 1776.

gence of their disposition. .
The General has .b~en informed that some weak or

Our Assembly has offered a bounty to draw out tbe MiIi-
wlcke~ men bave malIcIOusly reported that it is the design

tia. Enclosed is a copy of their resolutions for the purpose.
and wIsh of the officers an? men in .the Co~tinental Army

'Ye k.now no.twhat effects can be promised from it j pos- to burn and destroy the cIty of Phdadelphw; r:r:o coun-

slbly It may mfluence some. All 0111'fencible men are
teract s~ch a false ~nd s?andalous report, he thlllks It neces-

al~eady drawn .from this. city, who can .be prevailed upon
s~ry to mform the mh~bltants ~~10 propose to remain in the

to take an active part III our favour' II1deed the city is
CIty, that he has received pOSItive orders from the bonour-

amazingly depopulated by the detachr~ents made to Head-
ahle ~ontinental Congress, and from his Excellency General

Quarters, and the fears of the timid and disaffected, whoWa.shmgto~, to secure and pr~tect the city of Philadelphia

have sought an asylum in the country.
a,gamst all Invaders and enemIes. The General will con-

General Putnam is preparing to draw out tbe people
s]~er every attempt to burn the city of Philadelphia as a

which remain, to throw up works of defence. What num-
?l'Ime o~ the blacl~est dy~, and will, without ceremony, pun-

bel's he will be able to procure cannot as yet be ascertained;
Ish capitally any IIlcen~lary who shall have the hardiness

a day or two perhaps will determine. A floatinrr bridrre
and cruelty to attempt It.

w~1lbe finished to-morrow over tbe middle ferry at Schuyl-
The. Genera.1 commands all able-b~die~ men in the city

kzll. ~Ir. Cusdrop has been employed by order of this
of l!hzladelphw, who are not conscIentiously <scrupulous

CounCil for some days about that business. We cannot
agamst bearmg a~ms, and who have not been known here-

~pare ?r raise men to statio.n at Billingsport. That place
tofor~ t~ ~ntertam such scr~ples, to app~ar in th~ Stat~-

IS entirely eVllcuated, and m fact, we have drawn almost
Hou,e) aid to-morl'Dw mornmg, at ten 0 clock, with their

the whole of our force from below this city to reinforce the
ar.ms and accoutre~ePts. This order must be complied

Army at Head-Quarters.
with, the Gen~ra~ ben~g ~esolut~ly determined that no per-

Our stores are in so~e confusion, a,nd we are uneasy
son shall rernam. I~ th~s cIty an Id!e. spectator of !he present

about our powder magazme at the Contmental mill, which
contest who has]t III his pow~r t~ IIlJure the Amel'lcan cause,

has been filled fl'Om hence j and a great many va1uable
or who may refu~et~ lend IllsaId to the support of it, pcr-

stores are at Norrington, which must inevitably fall into the. sons under conSCientIous scrulJles, as before mentioned, only

enemy's hands, should our Army retreat to Philadelphia
excepted.

witbout allowing a few days to prepare fot. them as we
All persons who have arms and accoutrements which

cannot draw a sufficient number of wagons from tl~e coun-
~hey cannot,.or do not, mean to e~ploy in defence of Amer-

try to remove the inhabitants, their effects, and those publick
zca, are hereb>: ordered to deliver them to :Mr. Robert

stores. Our tenderness to our fellow-citizens has induced
~owers, who w!1I pay for the same. Tbose who are con-

us to suffer them to make use of a part of the wauons to
vlcted of s~cretmg any arms or accoutrementswill be se-

remove their families and effects
0 verely pumshed.

I P JU' G 1. SRAEL UTNAM, l.'.luJor- enera.

1199
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GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 20th.]

Head.Quarters, Trenton FaIls, 13th December, 1776,

SIR: The apparent designs of the enemy being to avoid
this ferry, and land their troops above and below us, have
induced me to remove from this place the greater part of the
troops, and throw them into a different disposition on the
river, whereby I hope not only to be more able to impede
their passage, but also to a void the danger of being enclosed
in this angle of the river. And notwithstanding the ex-
tended appearances of the enemy on the other side, made,
at least in part, to divert our attention from any particular
point, as well as to harass us by fatigue, I cannot divest
myself of the opinion that their principal design is to ford the
river somewhere above Trenton, to which design I have had
particular respect in the new arrangement, wherein I am so
far ha ppy as to ha ve the concurrence of the Ueneral Ofi1cers
at this place.

Four brirrades of the Army, under Generals Lord Stir-
ling, Merc;r, Stephen, and De Ferrrl:0Y,extend from Yard-
ley's up to Coryel's Ferry, posted 111such a manner as to
guard every suspicious part of the river, and to afford assist-
ance to each other in case of attack. General Ewing, with
the Flying Camp of Pennsylvania, and a few Jersey troops
under General Dickinson, are posted from Yardley's Ferry
down to the ferry opposite Bordentown. Colonel Cadu'al-
ader, with the Pennsylvania Militia, occupies the ground
above and below the mouth of Neshaminy river, as far
down as Dunk's Ferry, at which place Colonel Nixon is
posted, with the third battalion of Philadelphia. A proper
quantity of artillery is appointed to each brigade, and 1
have ordered small redoubts to be thrown up opposite every
place where there is a possibility of fording. 1 shall remove
further up the river, to be near the main body of my small
Army, with wbich every possible opposition shall be given
to any further approach of the enemy towards Philadel-
phia.

As General Armstrong has a good deal of inAuence in
this State, and our present force is small and inconsiderable,
J think he cannot be better employed than to repair to the
Counties where his interest lies, to animate tbe people, pro-
mote the recruiting service, and encourage tbe Militia to
come in. He will also be able to form a proper judgment
of the places suitable for magazines of provisions to be col-
lected. I have requested bim to wait upon Congress on
this subject; and if General Smallwood should go to lYlary-
land on the same business, I tbink it would have a happy
effect. He is popular and of great inAucnce, and I am
persuaded would contribute greatly to that State's furnishing
her quota of men in a little time. He is now in Philadel-
phia.

I have the honour to be, very respectfully, sir, your most
obedient servant, G WO. ASHINGTON.

Honourable John Hancock.

GENERAL LEE TO GENERAL GATES.

Basking-Ridge, Deeemhel'
Y"

13, 1776.

l\h DEAR GATES: The ingenious manreuvre of Fort
Washington has completely unhinged the goodly fabrick we
had been building. There never was so damned a stroke;
entre nOIlS, a certain great man is most damnably deficient.
He has thrown me illto a situation where I have my choice
of difficulties. If I stay in this Province, I risk myself and
Army; and if I do not slay, the Province is lost forever.
I ha\'e neither guards, cavalry, medicines, money, shoes, or
stockings. I must act with the greatest circumspection.
Tories are in my front, rear, and on my Aanks. The mass
of the people is strangely contaminated. In short, unless
something which I do not expect turns up, we are lost. Our
counsels have been weak lo the last degree. As to what
relates to yourself, if you think you can be in time to aid the
General, I would bave you, by all means, go. You will,
at least, save your Army. It is said that the Whigs are
determined to set fire to Philadelphia. If they strike this
decisive stroke, the day will be our own; but unless it is
done, all chance of Jiberty, in any part of the globe, is for-
ever vanished.

Adieu, my dear friend. God bless you.
CHARLES LEE.

FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. Ill.

Hartford, Deeemher 23,1776.

On Friday, the ntb instant, about eleven o'clock, his
Excellency General Lee, being at a house in BaHkenridge,
in New-JerHey, at a great distance from the enemy's Army,
the bouse was on a sudden surrounded by sixty of the Light-
Horse, who immediately nred sixty or seventy shol into the
house, when his Excellency, seeing there was not a possi-
bility of making his escape, surrendered bimself a prisoner
of war. Upon this, the enemy mounted him upon a horse,
without hat or cloak, and rode off with the ulmost expe-
dition.

Intelligence of General Lee'H unguarded situation was
given to the enemy the evening before by an inhabitant of
BaHlcenridge, personally known to the General, and who
had made great pretensions of friendship for the American
cause, though at heart the greatest villain that ever existed.
This Judas rode all the preceding night to carry the intelli-
gence, and served as a pilot to conduct the enemy, and came
personally with them to the house where the General was
taken.

WILI.lAM CLAJON TO GEKERAL GATES.

SIR: About half an hour after we came to this place,
MI'. Demont brought a man, whom he intends to conduct
this night to you, that YOll may examine him. That man,
who believes Mr. Demont an officer in the King's service,
declares he is an emissary fl'Ol11General Howe, sent up into
these parts to purchase flour, iron, &c. The enemy's
Light-Horse are to be here to-morrow, and their parties
will stop the ferries between this place and Trentown. I can
scarcely believe this; and as your positive orders are that
we do not move from this place before you cOllle, or send
orders, I shall not attempt to break through them, without
greater certainty of danger than we have hitherto obtained.
However, we shall move towards the shortest cut to Dela-
ware river, if to-morrow, before noon, we receive no OI'ders
from you; for then we shall suppose you have left Mr. Van
Camp's, before Mr. Demont's arriving to that place from this.

I have tbe honour to be, with the greatest respect, sir,
your most obedient and most humble servant,

WM. CLAJON.

P. S. Our wagoner cannot get food for his horses,
because the people here say the Congress money is not
good. You may judge how uneasy our situation must be.

The Honourable Major-General Gates.

JOSEPH TRUMBULL, COM)nSSARY GENF.RAI" TO THE PRESI-

DENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 26th.]

Morris-Town, 13th Deeember, 1776.

SIR: I came on to this place, intending to wait on Gen-
eral WaHhington and Congress; but find here that it will
delay my time too much to go forward. I have delermined
to return into New-England, where my presence is very
necessary at this time, and send forward Captain Doughty
and Mr. Bate, to General WaHhington and Congress. 1.
have been making preparations for salted provisions in
New-England, agreeable to order of Congress. Now is
killing time, and I am out of cash. I shall need six 01'
seven hundred thousand dollars for that purpose and paying
off the troops, their rations, &c., at the 1st January, which
is near. I also wrote Congress some time since, and men-
tioned to General TYashington my sending to Virginia and
Maryland for flour, to be brought into New-England
during the winter. To this I have had no answer or direc-
tion. I must beg Congress to give me directions thereon,
and also to send me by Captain Doughty and Mr. Bate,
who corne with this, the cash above-mentioned, and such
other directions as may be thought necessary. I conceive
they had best return through the back country to Fishkill,
with a good escort.

I have secured my books and papers, and sent them all
to lIartford, where I hope to have some time to prepare
them for the insl3ection of Auditors from Congress, who, I
hope, will attend the business there some time in February,
by which I hope to be in forwardne,s for them. I hope
that place will be convenient to them, as I have already
near two wagon loads of books and papers, vouchers, &c.

76



1203 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., DECEMBER, 1776. 1204
The fleet that left New- YO/'k and sailed eastward some

time since, come to near New-London, lay there two or
three days, weighed anehOI' the 6th instant, and stood east~

,
ward. A boat fi'om Nero-London dogged them till they
doubled round Point Judith, the same day, and stood in for
Newport, since which I heal' nothing certain from them.

We have unhappily lost General Lee, who was this day
taken prisoner by a party of Light-Horse, led by a Tory
Spy, Ilf~arBaskenridge, about nine miles from this place;
particulars of this unhappy event you'n have from General
Sullivan.

I wish all p03sihle despatch may be gi\'en Captain
Doughty and Mr. Bate. In the mean I will endeavour to
borrow cash of the State of Connectl:cut or individuals, or
both, till their return, that the service may not suffer.

I am, with greatest respect to yourself and Congress, sir,
your most humble servant,

Jos. TRUMBULL.

I left General Heath, with about two thousand, at Hauer-
straw, going down to Hackensack. I have wrote to and
empowered Mr. Carpenter Wharton as my Deputy with
the Army. Hope it will be agreeable, and that he will
have such direction and support from Congress, from time
to time, as may be nf'cessary.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of Congress.

JOSEPH TRlThJBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Morris-Town, 13th December, 1776.
My DEARGENERAL:The night belilre last I left Haver-

straw, with intent to come to Head-Quarters, expecting by
the intellirr~ncewe had then, to have found YOUI'Excellency
at Bruns~ick. But on my arrival here, I find matters in a
very different situation in this quarter, and that I can't ex-
pect to see yoU!' Excellency witbout going by Easton, and
thence I know not whence. Therefore, on the whole, I
have engaged Captain Doughty to come to YOl1r Excel-
lency with this, and then go on to Congress, ur stop, as you
shall direct.

I conceive, in the present situation of affairs, that the
great supplies of salted provisions for the Army another
season must be made in New-England. The killing Sf'a-
son is now fast advancing, and will soon be passed. I have
been making preparations; have salt procured; but am
nearly or rather quite out of cash for that purpose, and have
little or none to payoff the return troops at the 1st January,
which will soon be here. I have also in charge from the
officers to say to your Excellency, that tbeir men would
inlist filst, but they ha ve no money. I must also mention
the matter of sending to Virginia for Aour during the
winter, to be brought into New-England hy water. These
matters I wished to see your Excellency upon, and to have
gone to Congress, but the situation of affairs in New-Eng-
land, with respect to cash for salted provision, the uncer-
tainty where I shall find yourself, or Congress, (who I am
told here are gone to Lancaster, and by some that they
are gone even to Yorktown)-therefore for me to go on will
spend too much time and be of no especial service-have

. determined me to write and send Captain DOl~!{hty on to
yourself and Congress, and get back to New-England as
soon as I can, and borrow money of the Colony of Connecti-
cut or individuals, till I can receive a supply from Congress.
I conceive six or seVen hundred thousand dullars will be
necessary for me. The Boston anJ Albany chests, I con-
ceive also wiII need to be supplied for my Deputies in those
departments. I wish your Excellency to forward Captain
DOl1!{hty to Congress, and write on theoe subjects as you
shall' think proper. In mean time I shall return to Peeks-
kill, and so to New-England, and pay the utrnost attention
to laying in the best magazines in my po.wer, and to. pre-
paring my accounts to lay beliHe Contmental AudItors,
who I hope will attend that business at Hartford, where I
have sent all my books and papers, and hope by some time
in February to be ready to attend them.

I ha ve a letter from Mr. Shaw, dated the 7th instant, by
which I am informed that the Aeet which was off New-
London, consisting of about eighty sail of transports and
near twenty sailor armed vessels of different sizes, with
about five thousand troops, sailed from thence the day
before. They sent a boat to dog them, which had just
returned, and informs that the Aeet doubled round Point

Judith, and were standing- in far Newport. The country
were all alarmed and flocking in to support tbe country.

I came to this place tbis day, about ten o'clock, and
stopped with Colonel Remsen to feed my horse, and inquire
the way to fcjllow General Lee. Captain Doughty told rne
he would pilot me in two hours. Before tbat time was ex-
pired, a gentleman callie in and told us that a pnrty of the
enemy's Light-Horse, led by a Tory, who had dogged
General Lee for two or three days passed, had taken Gen.
eral Lee a prisoner, at White's Tavern, near BaskfTIridg8,
about ten o'clock this morning; which disagreeable account
is since confirmed by sereral of his guards" bo ha va
escaper!, some wounded, some not. J sincerply condole
with your Excellency on this unfortunate loss to tbe coun.
try. Tbey said the Light-Horse used General Lee very ill,

off by the hair of his head. Major Bradfotd
is come in. At present it seems no body about
the General was taken but himself, one Light-Horseman,
and one of the Ftench gentl!>men.

Sinee writing thus far, Mr. Bates, one of my clerks, is
come up with me, who comes on with Captain DoughtYI
and will go on to Congress, if necessary.

I shall be exceeding glad to receive your Excellency's
commands; and am, with greatest respect, your Excel-
lency's most obedient, humble servant,

Jos. TRUlHBULL.

I have constituted Mr. Carpenter Wharton my sole Dep-
uty with the Army, with power' to employ such persons as
are necessary, and beg your Excellency's directions and
support to him accordingly, in money, &c., as needl~d.
His Excellency General Washington.

COLONEL NICOLL TO GENERAL HtATH.

PeekskilI, 13th,December, 1776.

SIR: That day you crossed the river, General Wads-
worth eame here, and bas ordered the two regiments of his
brigade to march to !olorth- Castle; in consequence of
which the fatigue party is much reduced. Should be glad
of YOtH"instructions in tbe matter as early as possible. As
the guard at General Parsons's was ordered to march, I
have sent another guard there.

I am, with the most profound respect, sir, your most
obedient and humble servant,

ISAACNICOLL, Commanding Officer.

REPORT ON THE APPLICAT10N OF JOHN MOORE, CHARI,ES

INGLIS, AND OTHERS.

Your Committee, appointed on the lIth instant to con-
sider the Letters brought by the flag of truce for the purpose
of proclll'rng liberty for sundry persons to go with their effects
to tbe city of New- York, having deliberately considered the
above several matters committed to tbem, do report thereon
as follows, to wit:

1st. With respect to the application of Jolm JIc[oore, your
Committee is well informed that he demeans himself in New-
York, ever since the commfJncement of thfJ present contro-
versy, as an insolent opponent to the American cause; that
he held appointments under the Crown of Great Britain in
the departments of the Customs and Revenue; and your
Committee have no doubt that, in adherence to the enemies
of the United States, he still holds those appointments, and
that he is publickty advertised, as your Committee is credibly
informed, as being Deputy Secretary of the State of New-
York, appointed by authority derived from the King of Great
Britain, to officiate in that office during the absence of
Samuel Bayard, Jun., who was formerly Deputy Secretary
of this State, and is now a State prisoner.

2d. That with respect to the Reverend Charles lngli!!,
your Committee bas the utmost reason to believe tbat be has
ever been a dangerous and insidious enemy to the liberties
of the United States, and that' he was strongly disposed to
adhere to their enemies, otherwise he would doubtless ha ve
removed into Ulster County, where his connexions by mar-
riage would have rendered his residence with his family much
more agreeable than at New-York; and which he probably
would have preferred, had not his attachment to the unjust
designs of the King and Parliament of Great Britain over-
balanced all other considerations. That your Committee
have been credibly informed, that throughhis connexionsin
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Ulster County, he has maintained a dangerous cOiTespond~
ence with the disaffected in that part of this,State, and that
he has been lately in Dutchess County, for no otbel' purpose,
as your Committee conceives, than to invigorate the seeds
of disloyalty to this and the other United States, which ha V6
been so plentilillly disseminated in that County j and that
to finish his political character, your Committee is well in-
formed, that under the sacred protection of a flag of truce,
he is now possessed of a great number of copies of the late
proclamation of Lord Howe and General Howe, calculated
to debauch the subjects of the United States from their most
just and righteous' a1legiance, and which your Committee
conceives he would not have brought with him under that
protection but for tbe purpose of dispersing them by his
agents thron!;h the country.

3dly. With respect to the appJication of Philip 1. Living-
ston, your Committee report, that he has been Sheriff of the
County of Dutchess, which office has, from its nature, given
him great influence in the <;::ounty; that while he resided in
it, he committed sundry overt acts of disloyalty to this and
the other United States, and not only fled, from a sense of
guilt, but voluntari1y put himself into the hands of the
enemy.

4thly. With respect to the application of James Janncey,
J un., Esq., yoUI' Committee do report, that he lately was,
aod d.oubtless still claims t.o be, one of the Couneil and Mas-
~er of the Ro1\s under the late Gnvernmeot of the State of
New- York, and was apprehended and conveyed into the
State of Connectic«t as a prisoner, nat .on]y on account of
his holding those offices, but also on acc.ount of his connex-
ions by marriage with Sir Gilbert Elliot, a member of Par-
liament, aetive against the liberties of America, and one of
the Cabinet, as weH as of the Privy C.ouncil, of the King .of
Great Brita.in.

5thly. That with respect to his finher, no application being
personally made by him, it w.ould, in the judgment .of Y.our
Committee, be a depreciation .of the h.on.our .of this Can ~'en-
tion to take any notice of the application of his son in his
behalf.

6thly. That with respect to Frederick Philips, your Com-
mittee are weH infon:nerJ that he has exerted himself in
promOting an association in West- Chester County, highly
injurious tn the American cause; that his great estate in that
County has necessarily created a vast number of dependents
.on his pleaoure,and that your Committee verily believe that
the shameful defecti.on .of the inhabitan'ts .of that C.ounty is
in a great measure owing to his influence.

7thly. With respect to Jacob Watson, yaur Committee, .or
s.ome .of them, know him t.o be a BritQn b.orn, a Quaker by
profession, and in principle inclined to submit t.o the British
-Government. That his religious profession has exempted
him from a1\ services in this State, by which means he has had
ample leisure and opp.ortunity t.o pursue his private interest;
which, they have been informed, he has industriausly im-
proved, by mon.opolizing large quantities of salt and .other
a.rticles of merchandise, the distribution of which, by sale in
small quantities,io due seas.on,would have tended much t.o
the health and happiness n.ot only .of the Continental Army,
but also.of the I.oY<11 inhabitants of this State. That f.'am his
tw.o letters, the one to Daniel Tcrbuss, the other to Daniel
Birdsell, referred t.o your Cammittee, it appears as follows:
That he had deposited in the hands .of the f.ormer a quantity
.of salt, which he had forbade him t.o sell, intending to apply
it in the package of p.ork; but that since, understanding the
salt was much wanted, he directs him to dispose of it for
pork, flax-seed, or gaod firkin butter, and that if the salt
should already be disposed .of, his consignatory should lay
out the money in flax-seed; and it als.o appeal's that he had
deposited in the. hands .of his other consignatory, Birdsell,
not only a quantity of salt, but also a quantity .of molasses,
which, expecting they will be much wanted in Birdsell's
neighbourhoad, he directs him to sell, and lay aut the money
in flax-seed, pork, at. good firkin butter j and further, that if
any of the sa1t or molasses shauld be already sold, to Jay out
the money in those articles. From all which it appears to
your Committee, that while the said Jacob Watson v.oluntariJy
lives under the protection of a Government inimical to this
and the other United Sta(e'~Jhe is plll'slling a COmmerceun-
friendly to the inhabitants .of this State, and in its prosecution
dangerous to the liberties of America, as it affords the means
of a communicationwhich may be improvedby the enemies

.of the American cause to the injury of the United States.
That yaur Committee has been further infonn!'d that the
said Jacob Watson is posses~ed of large quantities of salt in
the County of A/bany, and that the inhabitants of this ~tattJ
are very much distressed by the want of salt and molasses.

8thly. With respect ta the case of Mrs. Jane Knox, as she
is a widow, enj.oying n.o great atHuence, yaur Committee
conceives,that thoughshehasevincedher attachment to
them by voluntarily remaining in New- York, when she bad
it in her power to remove herself,with her effects,into the
country, yet that she cannot do mischief to the American
cause.

9thly. That the case of Lady Johnson merits, in the opin-
ion of your Cammittee, a particular altentian. They are
informed tbat she isa lady of great art and palitica] intrigue;
.ofgreat firmnessof mind, and mast warmly attached to that
interest which is so inimical to the freedom and independence
of the American States, and has, in yonr Committee's .opin-
ion, d.one great mischief, by her address, to the American
cause. That her situation at Albany renders the commu-
nicati.on between herself and her husband, wha has, by a
breach of his parole, forfeited both his honour and estate,
extremely easy, and therefore dangerous ta the publick
safety.

Yaur Committee, having thus stated the political charac-
ters of tbe several persons whose cases have been submitted
to their consideration, beg leave to advise:

1st. That the applications of John Moore, the Reverend
Charles Inglis, and Philip 1. Livingston, be rejected, not
only because they conceive it would be dangerous to permit
them to pass up into the country, but because a permission
to their familiestogot.o

New- York, with their effects, would,

besides furnishing a dangerous channel of intelligence, prove
an incentive to rebellian, and be an act of direct aid and
comfort to the enemies of the freedom and independence of
the United States of N(>rth America.

2dly. With respect to the application of James Jau.nceIJ
and Frederick Ph1:lipse, your C.ommittee beg leave ta advis'e
tbat a permission to the former to go to New- York w.ould

.
imply the consent of this Convention ta his exercise of two

most important offices under a Government which, on ac-
count of its tyranny, the good peaple of this State have
thought proper to reject; and tbat a like indulgence ta the
latter, who requests liberty to return to his family at Phil-
ipsburgh, would put it in the power of a professed enemy of
the American cause not only further to disaffect the inhab-
itants of West- Chester County, but to put many of them in
arms against the United States of America.

3dly. With respect to Jacob Watson, your C.ommittee are
of opinion that, independent of bis personal attaC'hment to
that Government which the enemies of American liberty aim
at estab1isbing .over us, discovered by his voluntary contin-
uance among tbe enemy, his commercial scheme, in which
he may have monopalized at least two necessary articles of
consumption, and his intention to dispase of them at high
prices, not for Continental money, but far articles eithel' fit for
exportation, under the countenance of the enemy, or lor their
consumption, rec.ommend his case to the particular attention

of this C.onvention, not only on account of a dangeraus inter-
course that may be maintained thraugh a mercantile channel,
but from the evident pr.oofs of bis intending to exact high
prices for tbe most necessary articles, and his clear intention
to maintain a commerce prejudicial t.o tbe American States.
Your Committee do therefore ad vise, that praper cammission-
ers be appointed, t.o seize such commodities witbin this State
belonging to the said Jacob Watson, as may be necessary
either far the cansumption .of its inbabitants or the use of the
Cantinental Army, and to invent.ory, report, and detain the
same, subject to the order of this Convention.

4tbly. With respect ta Mrs. Jane Knox, yoUI' Committee
beg leave to recommend that her effects may, by permission
.of this Conventian, be conveyed t.o her by the vessel pro-
vided with a flag of truce, and now lying at Cortlandt's

Point, under the command of the Continental galley; but
that previolls to their embarkation, proper persons may be
appointed carefully to inspect the same, to the end tbat no
dangerous intel1igcnce may be secretly conveyed in any of
the packages. _

5thly. Your Committee further report it as their .opinion,
that all the applicati.ons ab.ove committed to tbem, whether
consisting in lettel'S .or memorial, except the case of Jane

it>
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J(noT, be r~jected, and that the flag of truce, and the persons
who came up with the same and are now protected thereby,
be immediately ordered to return in the most direct manner
to the city of Ncw- York; and tbat M<Jjor-GeneralHeath, or
the officer commanding in his absence at Peek's Kill, be
furnished with a copy of as many of the resolves of this
COn\'ention on the above subject as respect the matters rl'-
ferred by .MajOl'-General Heath to the consideration of this
Convention, and be requested to attend to the return of the
said flag of truce in such manner as, if possible, to prevent
the communication of any person on board with others on
the land.

6thJy, and lastly. Y 011/'Committee being fully of opinion
that the residence of Lady Johnson at Albany, under the
above-mentioned circumstances, may be highly detrimental
to the American cause, and that a permission to her to reWm
home will be equaJly if not more injurious to it, do therefore
earnestly recommend her immediate removal to one of the
New-England States, under such circumstances as may be
consi.stent with her rank and her sex.

By order of the Committee:
AB'M YATES, Jun., Clwirman.

Fish-Kill, December 13th, 1776.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Governollr and Council of Safi~ty
of Connecticut, December) 3th, 1776-

Present: His Honour the Governour, Eliphalet Dyer,
Jabez Huntington, William Williams, William Hillhouse,
Nathaniel Wales, Jun., Thomas Seymour, Benjamin Hun-
tin[[ton, ESljuires.

~Voted, That a Letter of Credit for £500, be drawn on
Messrs. Rapalje and Miles Sherbrook, of the State of New-
York, in favour of Major Levi Wells, for the use of the
Connecticut troops in captivity in New-York, to ue by Major
Tvells paid out as wages among said captives, at his discre-
tion, as their necessities require, and to take their receipts,
and keep his account thereof, and lay the same before the
Paymasters of the several re;.dments to which they belong.
(Letter of Credit de!i~'ered Major Wells, December 13th,
1776.)

Voted. To refer a number of Sick bilJs from New-Haven
SeJectrne'n to the Committee of Pay-Table for adjustment,
and to !IraIVfor what is due thereon.

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table for £I~ lOs., in
favour of Mr. Hezekiah Sabin, of New-llaven, for his ex-
pense in mounting a Field-Piece for publick use.-(Order
delivered Timo. JfJnes, Jun., December 13th, 1'776.)

Voted, To refer the liquidation of the Accollnts of Cap-
tain Jehial Tinker, of the row-galley Crane; the Accounts
of Mr. James Rice, for the row-galJey Whiting; the Ac-
counts of cost of Gaol yard at Hartford, and Lynde Lord's
Account for mustering Soldiers, to the Committee of Pay-
Table.

Un application to this Board, by Mr. Timothy Jones,
Jun., and Colonel Thompson, a Committee from New-Ha-
ven, &c. :

Ordered, That the six Field-Pieces left at New-Haven
by the ltIinenJa, be proppdy fitted lip and furnished with
suitable field-carriages at the expense of the State, provided
said carriages be well and properly made, at a reasonable
price, not exceeding £ 10 for each; and that the slim of
£ 12 1Os. be paid Ca ptain Sabin, of New-Haven, for the
carriage and apparatus to a Field-Piece which he has lately
procured to be done there, and that the same be for the use
of this Stat€'.-(N. B. There is.a vote and order drawn on
the preceding leaf for the sum of £1:2 10s., above-men-
tioned.) .

Whereas by an act of the General Assembly at New-
Haven, at their session in October last, among other things,
it is provided, that the Militia of said town of New-Haven
hold themselves equipped and in constant readiness to de-
fend said tOlVn, and not be liable to be removed:

Resolved, That Colonel Tlwmpson take the most effectual
care that the Militia of said town be every way equipped
and accoutred, and in constant readiness, according to the
true intent and design of said act.-(Order delivered Colo-
nel Thompson, December ]3th, 1776.)

Voted, That Nathaniel Shaw, Jun., Esq., be, and he is
hereby, empowered and instruct~d to propose and nego-

tiate an !'xehange of the following prisoners, taken on hoard
the ship John, the ship Clarendon, and ship Sally, brought
into this Slate, for prisoners of equal rank and deg-ree, as
m'ar as may be, to wit: Captain Dunbar, of the ship John:;
Jame.~ Watta, passenger on board; Captain Jackson, of the
ship Salf!!; John Wright, Surgeon, Ca ptain John Deniston, of
the ship Clarendon; Peter Hunter, passenger on board do.;
Daniel Crawford, Mate, Thomas Moore, Boatswain, James
Deniston, a boy, lUurdock lUCCloud, a sailor, and divers others
whose names are unknown. And that he take their parole
not to give any inteUigence, act, or do any thing against the
United States oj America; and in case such exchange can-
not be effi~cted, that tbey return immediately to tbis State
again.-(Copy delivered Captain' Jackson, December 13th,
1776.)

GOVERNOUR COOKE TO NEW-HAiUPSHIRE ASSE~mLY.

State of Rhode-Island and Providence Plantation9, ~
In General Assembly, Providence, December 13, 1776. S.

HONOURABT.t;GENTLEMEN: We have not as yet perfect
intelligence of the force of the enemy upon Rhode-Island,
but by the best accounts we have been able to coUeet, their
numbers do not exceed eight, nor fill] short of five thousand
men.

The Militia of the Massachusetts-Bay and Connecticut,
with a spirit and an ardour that does them honour, ha ve
marched to our assistance; and with the Militia of this State
amount to between six and seven tliousand, who are at pres-
ent posted in many different places around tbe bay, but
without fOl'm, not having a leader nor any general plan of
offence or defence.

In this ~ituation of affairs, being sensible that although tbe
blow hath first fallen upon LIS, tbe safety of New-England,
and perhaps the fate of America, depends upon establishing
an Army with the utmost expedition, capable of opposing
that hody of the enemy whICh bath taken possession of
Rhode-Island; and fully convinced that the authority of this
State will pro\'e inadequate to the giving form to and regu-
]ating an army collected from different States and to the
directing of their operations, we have appointed a Council
of War, with fun power to exert the force of tbis State, in
concurrence with Committees that may be appointed from
the other New-England States, in the necessary measures
for the common defence, &c.

We transmit you hy express a copy of the \'ote, not
doubting YOllr immediate attention to this most important
object, and Ihe most vigorous exertions of the powers of
your State for the publick safety.

\Ve are, honourable gentlemen, your most obedient, hum-
ble servant. .

Signed at the request, and in behalf of, the General As-
sembly.

N ICH's COOKE.

Honourable General Assembly of the State of New-Hamp~
shire.

P. S. The Legis1ature of this State have appointed a
Committee to draft a bill for fixing the price of necessaries.
for the Army and tbe inhabitants, as we have intelligence
the State of Connecticut have done; and we hope your State
will enter into a like measure.

[Same to General Court of the .}Iassachl~~ctl5-Bay.]

Resolve of the RHODE-IsLAND General Assembly, Uecem-
ber 13, 1776.

To the House of Magistrates:
GENTLEMEN: Whereas a Jarge body of the enemy bave

taken possession of the Island of Rhode-Island, and are en-
deavollring to penetrate the country, so that it has become
necessary for the publick uti1ity of this State that a Council
of War be immediately appointed:

Therefore Voted and Resolved, That his Honour the
Governour, his Honour tbe Deputy Governour, the Honour-
able Stephen Hopkins, Esq., Ambrose Page, Esq.. Mr
John Fanner, John Dexter, Esq., the Honourable Joshua
Babcor.k, Esq., Mr. Cromel Child, the Honourable William
Greene, Esq:, and Flenry. 1'Vard, Esq., be, and they are
hereby, appolllted a CounCil of War; that they, or tbe major
part of them, be fully empowered to do, act, and transact,
all and every tbing and matter fot' the well-being and secll-
rity of this State and the United Slates in general. Tbat
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they make ami ordain all such rules, orders, and regulations ment of our quota of the ne~ Army, they passed an act for
for the well-governing, ordering, disciplining, clothing, and raising a fourth par~ of the Militia at hom~, to m,arch as soon
supplying the Army now raised or about to be raised by this as may be to recruit the Army, and be 10 service for three
State, and the other nei<rhbourinlT States, in conjuL1ction, if. months from their march, before the expiration of which time
such an Army should beeraised,;s to them shall'seem right it \yas hoped and expected that our said quota would be

and just. And that all such rules, orders, and regulations inlisted, and at the place of their destination. Since, the
by them made in the recess of the General Assembly shall invasion of Rhode-Island, the said fourth part from the
be of as full force and authority to all intents and purposes Counties of Barnstable, Plymouth, and Bristol, with all the
as though made and passed by this General Assembly. Militia from the two ]atter Counties, also the said fourth

Voted and passed. part of ~he Counties of ,Suffolk, lfliddlesex, and Essex, with

Per order: J. LYNDON, Clerk. one regJlne,nt mo:,t contiguous from SldJolk, and two. of the
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December13, 1776. part 01' whole, as circumstances should require, for your
State, as we informed you in our letter of the 8th instant in
answer to yours of the 5th. The said fourth part, in case
they are not needed there, General Linco.ln, the command-
ing officer, after consulting with Governour Co.o.ke, is to
order to join the Army to the southward, with the fourth
of our other Militia, except Ber7cshl:re, whose fourth, and
except Hamp,yhire, one half of whose fourth, are ordered
to Ticondero.ga, by way of Albany, in consequence of a
letter received the II th instant f!'OmGeneral SchlLyler.

It is true that there has been a quantity of clothing and
shoes taken from the enemy and brought into this State, but
not so large as the publick papers represented it. However,
our Committee for providing clothing have been directed to
take it, and procure as much more of the like articles as they
possibly can, and send them to the Army. A quantity is
a]readyon the road.

We understand there is a cartel now at New-Londo.n for
the exchange of prisoners; and as we ha\'e a number of them
in this State, we wish to be informed upon what terms the
exchange is to be made, that we may know what rank or
conditionof prisonersit will be proper to send; particularly
whether sailors taken on board merchantmen will bereceived
in exchange for sailors taken on board pri vateers.

At the next meeting of our Assembly your letter will be
laid beforethem; and they wiH consider the other matters
contained in it.

Since writing the above, we have received your letter of
the 11th instant, enclosing copies of a letter anrl resolves of
the Committee of Safety f<Jr the State of New- Yo.rk. We
are fully sensible of the critical situation of affairs at the
westward, and shall afford all the assistance in our power.
The fourth part of onr Militia, ordered to be raised as afore-
said, it is supposed will amonnt to about six thousand men._
About half of these are ordered to march by the way of
Pro.vidence, to assist the States of Rho.de-Island and Co.n-
necticut. if necessary, otherwise to proceed immediately to

New- Yo.rk; about nine hundred are to march to Albany,
to be under the direction of General Schuyler; the remain-
der, about two thousand, are to take the middle road, and
the rendezvous is to be at Danbury, in Co.nnecticut. \Ve
are informed that some regiments marched this day, and it
is expected that several others will begin their march on
~~Ionday next. On every occasion we shall heartily co-
operate with you in support of the great cause we are
engaged in.

In the name and by the order of the Council of the State
of ft;Iassachusetts-Bay.

I have the honour to be, with very great esteem, sir, your
Honour's most obedient, humble servant,

JAMES BOWDOIN,President.

Hon. Jo.nathan TrumblLll, Esq., Governour of the State of
Co.nnecticut.

The twenty pounds bounty above-mentiooed, is by notes
given by our Treasmer, each for ten pounds, and payable
with interest at six pel' cent.

To. the Ho.use o.f Magistrates:

GENTLE~IEN:Reso.lved, That his Honour the Goyernour
be requested to write to the States of New-llarnpshire, J.l'Ias-
sachusetts-Bay, and Connecticut, enclosing the resolve of
this General Assembly appointing a Council of War, and
requesting that each of said States appoint a Committee to
meet the twenty-third day of this instant, or as much sooner
as possible, in the town of Providence, in this State, with
said Council of War, to corifer upon the expediency of rais-
ing an Army for the immediate defence against the British
Fleet and Army now within this State, whereby the Militia
may be relieved; and in general to consult upon every
measure necessary to be taken for tbe support of the com-
mon cause.

Voted and passed.
Per order: J. LYNDON, Clerk.

In the Upper House the same day, read and concurred.
Per order: R. J.HELM~:,Secretaryp. tem.

MASSACHUSETTSCOUNCIL TO GOVERNOURTRUMBULL.

SIR: Your important letter of the 9th instant was received
yesterday. We join with you most fervently in your prayer
that America may not be lost, nur fall a victim to the rage
of a merciless tyranny; on the contrary, we trust tbere is
virtue and spirit enough in the United States to produce
exertions sufficient, with the blessing of Heaven, to pre\'ent
it. It has been a capital errour to inlist or detach om forces
for so short a time; but as you well observe, to reflect upon
past errours answers no other va]uable purpose than to pro-
duce a propriety of conduct in future. We are sorry our
Committee did not take New-Haven in their way to Gen-
eral l¥ashingto.n, which would have given them an oppor-
tunity of informing you of the terms on which it II as intended
they should reinlist the troops belonging to this State, which
might have prevented some of the inconveniences that have
happened. Our Assembly, from the advanced price of
things, apprehended it highly improbable our men would
again engage in the service unless their wages were increased,
which induced them to add twenty shillings per month to
the Congress allowance; and afterwards, in consequence

of a resolve of Congress disapproving the addition to the
wages, they granted a bounty of twenty pounds to each so]dier
inlisting for three years or during the war; which mode of
encouragement they hoped would not appear so exception-
able to Congress. The inconveniency of different establish-
ments for different corps of the same Army was foreseen,
but the necessity we were under of raising our quota, without
which the common cause might suffer, obliged us to risk it.
The regulation of the price of things, (the mode you have
adopted,) was thought of, and might have been the best, but
many objections arose, which at that time prevented it. How-
ever, as we have renewed our application to you to join with
the other States of New-England in the appointing a Com-
mittee to consirJer this and other matters, we hope you will
approve the measure, and that great good wi1I result f!'Om it.
By our proposal their commission is to be so extensive as to
include the important business you mention of consultin<r on
the great affairs of our safety, and counteracting the en~my
in their future operations. But if this is not expressed in
terms sufficientJy explicit, you can agree to our proposal
with such additions as you think proper, and there is no
doubt we shall concur with you.

The General Court was on the 11th instant adjoul'l1ed to
Tuesday, the 24th instant. Besides providing for the in1ist-

JOHN MURRAY TO SAMUEl. A. OTIs.
Winnissimmet Ferry, Deeember 13th, 1776,

SIR: At the instance of Captain Paul Reed, tbe bearer
of this, I write you on this scrap, that he and his b'rother
David are my neighbours, and men of good rrputation.
That I know they were the sole owners of the brig Ro.san-
na when I left Booth-Bay; that she was then unrigged ana
hauled up a creek in Bo.o.th-Bay, to avoid the hands of the
enemy; that the said David then proposed sending her to
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the West-Indies as soon as his brother-returned from sea,
and I never heard of the property of said brig being altered,
either in whole or part; and 1 do not believe it ever has.

1 am, with great respect, sir, your most humble servant,
JNO. MURRAY.

To Sam1/.elA. Otis, Esq., at the honourable the Board of
War. .

Boston, December 13, 1776.

Th«rsday last the Militia of Salem were ordered to mus-
ter, in order to draft every fourth man to reinforce the Army
e,t the southward, when eighty-seven turned out volunteers,
among whom were gentlemen of the first character in the
place.

ORDERS TO cor.ONEL BELLOWS.

St~te of New-Ha,mpshire, Exeter, December 13, 1776.

Pursuant to directions from the Committee of Safety for
this State to me, you are hereby required and authorized to
take up any soldiers inlisted by this State for the Continen-
tal service.,who have neglected to march forward to join
their respective companies, or any who ba\'e deserted, or
may desert hereafter, and confine or send them forward to the
~rps they belong to as occasion or convenience offers, and
to call on tbe military officers under you to assist tberein.

NATH'L FOLSOM, ~lajor-General.

To Co]onel Benjamin Bellows, Jun.

~. THOMPSON TO MATTHEW THORNTON AND WM. WHIPPLE.

EJ(eter, December 13tb, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:The new General Court is to meet next
Wednesday. The votes for the members of Council were
examined by the Commiuee appointed for that purpose for
the County of Rockingham, on Wednesday last, when they
declared~leshechWeare, JosiahBartlett, NicholasGilman,
George King, and Timothy Walker, Jun., Esqs., to have
the majority of votes. I hear John Langdon, John Pick-
ering, and George Gains, Esquires, are elected members for
Portsmouth. Londonderry have chosen the same as last
year. The election of Councillors in the other Counties are
lIot come to hand. Captain John Emery, of this town, is
just arrived from Nantz, in France, but last from Bilboa,
in Sp4in, andbroughta veryvaluablecargo. Says greater
preparations for war appear in Spain than has ever been
known there ill the memory of those he was conversant
wIth. That the present commotions, din of war, and shed-
ding human blood, migbt cease in America, and justice,
truth, peace, and bappiness, be the portion of this land, is
the prayer of YOl1rmost humble servant,

E. THOMPSON.

Hon. Matthew Thornton and William Whipple, Esqrs.

London, December 14, ]776.

On Tuesday last Lieutenant-General Burgoyne arrived
from North-America. When heleft Crown-Point, Sir Guy
Carleton was preparing to put his Army into winter quarters
in Canada.

The reason publickly assigned for the return of General
Burgoyne was, that the season was so far advanced it was
impossible to proceed in the intended operations of tbe cam-
paign; but it was pretty generally understood that the true
'reason was, a difference had arisen between him and Sir
Guy Carleton, which prevented the former from carryinIT
inlO execution the orders he had been entrusted with.tl
home.

A packet (the Swallow, Captain Marshal) sailed from
Falmouth, September 1,with despatches for Sir Guy Carle-
ton and General Burgoyne; but meeting with very violent

north winds on the coast of America, she could not oet into
the river St. Lawrence, and was blown away to the'" West-
Indies, and after again attempting it, and tindinIT it imprac-
ticable, she returned, and arrived at Falmouth o~ the 1st of
December. The despatches were reported to be orders to
Sir Guy Carleton to return to the Ciril GOl'ernmeot of
Quebeck, and to General Burgoyne to continue and go on
with the Army; the appointmc[Jl of Mr. Livius, Chief Jus-
tice, &c.

At the same time sailed the Union, Captain Hamilton, also
for Quebeck,larlen with camp-equipage,some e!olhing, and
sixty thousand guineas. She also found it impossible to get
inlo the river St. Lawrence, and was obliged to put into
Holifax for the wintcr. Colonel Macleane, who had this
mom'y in charge, finding the Colony in danger fl'OlI1the in-
cursions of the New-Englanders, departed with the money
for New- York.

A nother rich transport, (the Thomas, Captain Bell,) laden
with army clothing for sixteen thousand men, thirty thou-
sand shirts, thirty thousand pairs of shoes, thirty thousand
pairsof stocl{ings, all ]ikewise for the Army in Canada,was
taken by an American privateer, and carried into Boston.
The Joss of these t\\'o transports will be severely felt during
the winter by tbe Army in Canada.

LETTER FROM A FRENCH MERCHANT.

At L'Orient, December 14th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: There is no one in France but what in-
tereststhemselves in your success, and very few who would
110t desire to contribute towards it; but the doubts we are in
of your actual wallts, whetber supplies from private per50I1S
would be agreeable, joined to the risks of the voyage, would
still have deterred us from this undertaking, had not Mr.
Deane, YOUl' Ambassador in this kingdom, convinced us that
it would be agreeable to yon, and tbat you wouJd grant yonr
protection to those merchants who, by exposing their for-
tune, might carry succours and becomeusefulto PennsyZ-
vama.

These considerations, gentlemen, and having a vessel
whicb sails faster tban merchant ships do in common\ I
have got partners with me and we have resolved to under-
take a voyage to Philadelphia, where I expect to arrive to-
wards tbe latter end of February, or the 15th of ~Iarch
next.

As I am unacquainted with the entrance of your river, I
take the liberty, gentlemen, to beg you to order a pilot at
Cape Ilatteras and on the northward, and another to the
southward of the Delaware, tbough I intend to make the
land about Cape Hatteras if I can. The signals sha]] be
as follows: in the day, a Dutch flag twisted at the f()retop-
gallant-mast head, and a gun fired to leeward; in the night,
two lights, one over the other, hoistedto the ensign staff,
and a gun. I brg you will give a copy of those signaJs to
your coasting pilots from Cape Hatteras to Cape May.

I havethe honour to be, with profound respect, gentle-
men, your most humble and obedient servant,

ROCa:E.

STEPHEN STEWARD TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.
December the 14tb, ]776.

GENTLEMEN: Captain Hamond went from here last Tues-
day, in one of the Province boats, to Annapolis. What he
went after I don't know. He has not been here since I got
his schooner ready to sail, bent his sails for him, and every
thibg else. I am in want of some thin canvas to make a
gib and square-sail for another schooner. I have been toJd

you have now a large quantity come in. Please to send
me down two bolts of tbe thinnest you have, number 3, 4,
5, or 6. Would want fonr bolts. The horse can't bring
more than two conveniently.

.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
STEPHEN STEWARD.

The honourable Council of Safety.

SAMU}:LPURVIANCE, JR., TO MARYt.AND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.
Baltimore, December 14th, 1776,

GENTLE~IEN: In consequence of letters to our Committee
and myself, received by Thursday's post, Captain Nichol-
son went off yesterday evening, with about thirty or forty of
his best hands and some of his officers, witb near twenty sail

of small craft, for the Head of Elk, to assist in bringillg
down the publick stores and sick that might be moved
from Philadelphia. A hOllt an hour after his departure, I
received the enclosed letter for him, which I despatched after
him by a barge. He returned it to me late Jast night, and,
agreeable to his desire, I now forward it to you by express,
for YOllr consideration. Should you think fit to order the
Defence's men to follow after Captain Nicholson, I would
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beg leave to suggest whether it would not be advisable to
take a few of the nine-pounders from the fort, and send up
along- with the Defence's guns, to put on board the frigates,
should tbey attempt sending them around to this bay. We
have pleuty of craft here to carry up the Defence's people,
&c., to Elk.

Our Committee, agreeable to Mr. Chase's requisition,
wrote the Committee -~f your city to send up to Elk what
craft were at Annapolis. I have since learned there is no
Committee. There will be no necessity of sending any
more craft, as we can get plenty here.

Our Committee are preparing tbe Court-House in the
best manner the time will admit kJr the reception of the
Congress, should they be obliged to leave Philadelphia, in
wbich ('ase, Mr. Chase writes, it is intended to come here.

I am, gentlemen, your most humble servant,
SAM'I. PURVIANCE, Jun.

To the honourable the Council of Safety at Annapolis.

MARINE COMMITTEE TO WILLIAM BINGHA~J.

December 14, 1776.

SIR : We expect this wiJl be delivered to you by John
Nicholson, Esq., who commands the Hornet sloop-of-war,
belonging to the Continent. She wiJl carry YOll some rice
and indigo, by order of the Secret Committee, which you'll
please to receive expeditiously. As this sloop touches at
Carolina before she sails for the West-Indies, it is uncertain
when you may see, therefore OIders must be discretionary;
and when she arrives, if yon have any advices, or any goods
to send that you think of importance to these States, you
may despatch Captain Nicholson there\\ith immediately.
Should this not be the case, you may assist him to procure
more men, and let him go a cruising during the winter
months, only despatching him so as to be here by the begin-
ning of April. If out trade in the Islands is interrupted by
any privateers or tenders that this sloop can match, they
should be her object. If there be none such, she ruay cruise
where there is the best chance of good prizes.

If Captain Nicholson is lucky enough to send any in to
you, selJ such parts as are suited to the island consumption;
but be carefil1 what you se]] is the property of none but
British suhjects not resident in Bermuda or New-Provi-
dence. Whatever you sell, render regular accounts of it.
Make the seamt'n, &c., necessary advances, and transmit us
their receipts wilh the accounts sales, &c., for what you
seIJ, that just distribution may be made on their return. If
Captain Nicholson meets with any cannon more suitable for
the Hornet than those on board, assist him in buying tbem,
and getting tbem mounted. Supply him with money and
necessaries he may want for the service; his receipts will
be your vouchers, and YOUI' draftson us willbe paid. When
you despatch him for the Continent he will take on board
any goodsyou have to ship.

Weare, sir, your very humble servants.
William Bingham, Esq.

ROBERT MORRIS TO THE PRESIDF.NT OF CONGRESS.

[Read December 20, 1776: Referred to Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Wilson,
Mr. Harrison, and Mr. S. Adams.]

Philadelphia, December 14, 1776.

SIR: I wrote you last night, and inclosed a letter (i'om
the veneral, and several other letters, then expecting to
send that letter by MI'. Walton this morning; but that
gentleman having just now delivered me another open letter
from tho General, dated yesterday, at Trenton Falls, I do
myself the honour to enclose it herein; and as .MI'. Walton
does not set off so soon as he intended, I have sent out after
an express; but have some expectation that Colonel Jenifer
will be the bearer of both these letters, as [ understand he
is just going off for Baltimore. They wi]] certainly go in
half an hour by one or the other.

As our enemies are sti]] kept at bay, on the other side
Delaware, I cannot help flattering myself with the ex-
pectation of some favourable event that wil] save this city.
I sha1l certainly remain here as long as I can with safety;
and, during my stay, the Congress may depend on my ut-
most exertions for the publiek service. The Randolph and
Hornet are gone down this morning. \Ve are at \vork on
the Delaware, and a chartered brigantine. Captain Green,

sails in an honr. If they give us time, I shaH attempt to
get the Washington frigate into a place of safety.

I have the hooor to remain, sir, your obedient, humble
servant,

ROB''!' .MORRIS.
To the Hon. John Hancock, President of Congress..

GENERAl. ORDERS.

Head-Quarters, Phnadelphia, becember 14, 1776.

Colonel GrijJin is appointed Adjutant-General to the
troops in and about this city. All orders from the General
through him, either written or verbal, are to be strictly at-
tended to and punctually oheyed.

The General, to his great astonishment, has been informed
that several of the inhabitants of this citv have refused to
take the Continental currency in payme~t for goods. In
future, should any of the inhabitants be so lost to publick
virtue and tbe welfare of their cou\Jtry, as to presume to re-
fuse the currency of the American States in payment for
any commodities they may have for sale, the goods shall be
forfeited, and the person or persons so refusing, committed
to close confinement.

In case of an alarm of fire, the city guards and patl'Oles
are to suffer the inhabitants to pass unmolested at any houl'
of the night; and the good people of Philadelphia are earn-
estly requested and desired to give every assistance in tbeir
power with engines and buckets to extinguish the fire. And,
as the Congress have ordered the city to be defended to the
last extremity, the General hopes that no person will refuse
to give every assistance possible to complete the fortifications
that are to be erected in and about the cily.

ISRAEL PUTNAM,Major-General.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head-Q.uarterR, Philadelphia, December 14, 1776.
AU Officers and Soldiers in and about this city are ordered

immediately to repair to tbe State-House, (excepttbe Jersey
Militia,) with their arms and accourtrements.

By order of the General;
SAMUEL GRIFFIN,

Deputy Adjutant-General.

AMOS TAyLOR TO S;\MU}i:LCHASE.
Philadelphia, December 14th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: By the bearer, George Fox, I send the
several bills relatinrr to the clothing a company of troops

late commanded byCaptain Watkins. The biHs are the
same that I presented to you at your lodgings in Philadel-
phia last Saturday.

Gentlemen, I must entreat you wi1lconsiderthe circum-
stance of a couple of poor tradesmen, one of whom is now
in the service of his country and has left a filmily behind
him. Tbe bills are acknowledged by Lieutenant Richard
Grace, who had the command of the company wben the
clothes were made, (under the direction of Thomas Stone,
Esq.) Mr. Grace I expect will be thought a sufficient
voucher. I have likewise got a gentleman of good charac-
ter in this pl\lce to write a few lines to Mr. Heligar in my
favour, to whom I refer you for further satisfaction. [doubt
not but you will pay the amount of said biUsto the bearer,
which will greatly oblige, gentlemen, your friend, &c.,

AMOS TAYLOR.

To Samuel Chase and William Paca, Esquires, Delegates
frolll the State of Maryland, at Baltimore.

PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO ~EN. WASHINGTON.

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, December 14, 1776, ~
Eight o'clock in the Evening. 5

S1R: The Council tbis moment received a letter (i'om
WilliamAtlee, Esq., of Lancaster,extract (i'om whicb we
despatch to you by express. He says (dated 13th instant):
"The enclosed is copy of a letter /i'om Colonel Burd last
night, by express." "I march with my whole batt\llion on
]tlonday next." "CoJonel Galbreath's battalion, we are
told, will move on Saturday next. The Militia of Lancas-
ter seem rather backward, owing principally to this, that
many of our spirited offieers and young men are gone to
escort the prisoners sent from hence, and upon their return
have hopes tbey will turn out to the assistance of their
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brethren. There are a few of the Militia from Cumberland
County arrived here, who say that ]ar~e numberd are on
their way down. The battalion from Northumberland are
also soon expected."

From these and other circumstances we bave reason to
hope a considerable reinfiJrcement may join you in a few
days, if the enemy can be kept at bay.

~ e shall communicate every piece of intelligence to you
wl1lch may appear to deserve your notice, and tbank you
for sllcb information as you may think proper to give this
Board.

By order of the Council.
I have the honollr to be, your Excellency's very humble

sel'\'ant, D ' R TT' P
.dAV J) ITTENHOUSE, /" tce re-Sl ent.

His Excellency General Washington.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Head-Quarters, Bucks County, 14th December, 1776.

SIR: I was last night favoured with yours of the 6th. In
a letter which I did myself the pleasure to write to you two
days ago, I gave you a full account of my present situation,
and the occurrences that have happened since I left the
rieighbourhood of Fort Lee. The want of mE'ans of trans-
portation has hitherto hindered the enemy f.'om making any
attempt to cross tbe Delaware; and I hope, unless the
course of the season entirely changes, tbat the weather will
soon prevent tbeir making use of boats, if they sbould build
them.

Y all\" situation to the eastward is truly alarming; and I
wish it were in my power to afford you that assistance that
is requisite. You must be sensible that it is impossible for
me to detach any part of my small Army, when I have an
enemy far superiour in numbers to oppose; but I have im-
mediate1y countermanded the march of General Heath's
division, who were coming down from Peekskill; they are
ordered to return again to that place, and hold themselves
ready to move as occasion may require. General Lee's
division are so necessary to support this part of the Army,
that without their assIstance we must iuevitably be over-
powered, and Philadelphia lost.

I have- ordered General Arnold, who was on his way
down from Ticonderoga, immediately to repair to New-
London, or wherever his presence will be most necessary.
The troops that came down with him and General Gates
are already, from the ad vices I have received, so far ad-
vanced towards this Army, that to countermand them now
would be losing the small remainder of their service entirely,
as the time of their inlistment would expire before they
could. possi?ly r~ach )'ou; whereas by coming on, they
may, In conjunctIon Wl1h my present force and that under
General Lee, enable us to attempt a stroke upon the forces
of the enemy, who lay a good deal scattered, and, to all
appearance, in a state of security. A 1ucky blow in this
quarter would be fatal to them, and would most certainly
raise the spirits of the people, which are quite sunk by our
late misfortunes.

In the interval between the dissolution of the old and the
inlistment of the new Army, we must put our dependence
on the publick spirit and virtue of the people; which, I am
sorry to say, has manifested but too sllJall a reaard to tbeir
rights and liberties in the States of New-Jersey and Penn-
sylvania, ~I~ec~tizen~of Philadelphia excepted; but I hope
such a Spirit stdl eXIsts among your people as will convince
these bold im-aders, that although they may by a superiour
na val force take possession of your sea-port towns, yet that
the~ cannot penetrate and overrun your country with im-
pumty.

. 1 have the hono?r to be, with great respect and esteem,
Sir, your most obedIent servant,

Go. WASHINGTON.

To Governour Trumbull, Connecticut.

P. S. I have just received a letter £I-omGenerallIeath
of the 10th installt, in which he informs me that his divisio~
was to cross the. North Riv~r ~n tbat ,day; so tbat they
must be at JJlorrzstownby tlJlSume, which is but fifty miles
from l~ence. Upon this consideration, I ha\'e changed my
IIItentlon of countermanding him, for the same reasons as
given in my letter above respecting ihe troops under Gen-
erals Gates and Arnold.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL LEE.
Head-Quarters, at Keith's, December 14th, 1776_

. DEAR SIR: .1 last night recl'ived your letter of the] 1th
mstant by l\IaJor De Hart. I a.m much surprised that
you should be m any doubt respecung the route you should
take, after the information you have had upon that head as
well by letter as from Major Hoops, who was despatched
for the pmpose. A large number of boats was procured

an~ .is still retained at 1'innicum, under a strong guard, to

facIlItate YOllr passage across the Delaware. 1 have so fi-e-
q~]ently ~e~tion~d our situation, and the necessity of your
aid, tbat It]S pamful to me to add a word on the subject.
Let me once more request and entreat you to march imme-
diately for Pitt's Town, which lies on the route that has
been pointed out, and is about e]even miles from Tinnicum
Ferry. That i~ more on the flank of the enemy than where
you are. Advise me of the time you will arrive there, that
a letter may be sent you about your further destination,
and such other movements as may be necessary.

The enclosed fiJr Generals Gates and Arnold you will
forward by an officer without delay. The former I have
requested to corne on with the reaiments he has with all
possible expedition; the ]atter toOgo to the eas;ward on
the intelligence received from Governour Trumbull. Part
of the enemy have advanced as far as Burlinuton and their

main body, from the best information, is in ~he ~eigbbour-
hood of Trenton and at Penny- Town.

The ~ongress have adjourned from Philadelphia to meet
at Baltunore on the 20th in~tant, an.d, sensible of the import-
ance of the former, ha ve directed It to be defended to the
utmost extremity, to prevent the enemy from possessing it.
The fatal consequences that must attend its loss are but too
obv:iolls. to ever~ one. Your arrival may be the means of
savmg ]t; nothmg but a respectable force, I am certain,
from melancholy experience, can induce the Mi]itia to come

in and ~ive t~)eir aid. The Roebuck and a sloop of war
have arrIved m-Delaware-Bay,and from the last advices
were la)'ing not far within the Capes. I have wrote to Gen-
eral Heath t? proceed with his troops, with all possible de-
spatch, to Pttts- Town, where I hope to bear of the arrival of
General Gates with the regiments that are with him in a
shOl't time, if my information is true.

I am, dear sir, yours, &c., G Wo. ASHINGTON.

To Major-General Lee.

P. S. The letters for Generals Gates and Arnold J have
sent by another conveyance.

GENERAl, WASHINGTON TO GENERAL GATES.

Head-Quarters, at Keith's, December 14th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Before this comes to hand, you will hat'e'

heard of the melancholy situation of our affairs. I rlo not
mean nOWto detail our misfortunes. With a handful of
men, compared to the enemy's force,we have been pusbed
through the Jerseys, without beina able to make the small-
est opposition, and to pass the Delaware. General Howe
is n~w on the olher side, and beyond all question means, if
posslb1e,to possess himsE'lf of Philadelphia. His troops
are extended from Penny-Town to Burlington; the main
bo?y, from the best advices, at the former, and within the
nelghbourhood of Trenton. I wish it were in my power
to tell you that appearances were much against him. At
present I confess they are not. But few of the Militia of
t~is State have yet come out, except those belonging to the
City, nor have I any great hope of their assistance,unless
we ca~ collect a respectable force; in such caseperhaps
they will turn out and afford their aid. 1 have heard that
YOll are coming on with seven regiments. This may have
a happy effect;. and let ~le entreat YOll not to delay a mo-
ment 10 hastenmg to Pttts- Town. You will advise me of
your approaches,and of the time YOll expect to be there,
that I ma~ m~et you with an express, and inform you of
your destmatlOn, and such further movement as may be
necessary. I expect .General Lee will be there this erening
or to-morrow, who WI]!be foJlowedby General Heath and
his division. . If we can ,draw aUI' forces together, I trust,
under the smIles of Providence, we may yet effect an im-'
portant stroke, Ol' at least prevent General Howe from
exe~nting .his plans. Philadelphia is now the object of
our ImmedIatecare; you know the importance of jt, and the
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fatal consequences that must attend its loss. I am per-
suaded no aid with you to give, will be withheld a single
instant; your arrival may be a most happy circumstance.

The Congress have adjourned to Baltimore, but pre-
viously resol ved that Philadelphia should be defended to the
last extremity. Lord Stirling is going ovel' to meet General
Lee, and concert with him a plan of operations. I wish YOll
could be t!lf're; and would advise you not to wait the slow
march of your troops. I have wrote to General Arnold to
go to the eastward, on account of the intelligence from that
quarter. His presence there will be of infinite service.

I am, dear sir, yours, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.

To Major-General Gates.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO LORD STIRLING.

Head-Quarters, at Keith's, 14th December, 1776.

DEARSIR: Lest the enemy should in some degree avail
themselves of the knowledge, (for I do not doubt but that
they are well informed of every thing we do,) I did not care
to be so particular in the general orders of this day, as I
mean to be in this letter to you. '

As much time, then, would be lost (in case the enemy
should attempt crossing the river at any pass within your
lYuard of it) in first sending you notice, and the troops to
~ait for orders what to do, I would advise you to examine
the whole river, from the upper to the lower guard of your
district j and after limning an opinion of the most probable
crossing places, ha ve those well wa~ched, and .direct the
relYiments or companies most convelJlent to repair, as they
ca~ be formed, immediately to the point of auack, and give
the enemy all the opposition they possibly can. Every
thinO' in a manner depends upon the defence at the water
edO';. In like manner, one brigade is to support anotber,
wi~hout loss of time, or waiting orders from lIIe.

I would also have you fix upon some central spot con-
venient to your brigade, but in the rear a little, and on some
road leadinO' into the back road to PlLiladelphia, for your
unnecessary baggage, wagons, and stores j tha.t in case your
opposition should prove ineffectual, these !lungs may not
fall, but be got off, and proceed over Neshamini Brioge
towards German- Town, agreeable to the determination of
the Board of Officers the other day.

Let me entreat yon to cast about to find out some person
who can be engaged to cross the river as aspy, that we
may, if possible, obtain some knowledge of the enemy's
situation, movements, and intention. Particular inquiry to
be made by the person sent, if any preparations are making
to cross the river; whether any boats are building, and
where; whether any are coming across land from Bruns-
wick; whether any great col1ection of horses are made, and
for what purpose, &c. Expense must not be spared in
procuring snch intelligence, and will readily be paid by me.
Weare in a neighbourhood of \'ery disaffected people; equal
care, therefore, should be taken that one of these persons
do not undertake the bn~iness, in order to betray us.

I am, dear sir, yours, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.
To Brigadier-General Lord Stirling.

[The same to B. General Jlfercer. The same to B. General Slephen.
The same to B. General De Fermoy.]

I have fu]) confidence in your exerting yourself in this as
upon former occasions; and am, dear sir, yams, &c.,

Go. WASHINGTON.
To Brigadier-General Arnold.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL HEATH.
Head-Quarters, at Keith's, December 14th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I last night received your favolll' of the I ~th
instant. I am extremely pleased by the ready attentIOn
you have paid to my orders, and have only to request that

you will proceed with yonI' troops, with all possible expe-
dition, to Pitts- Town, pursuing General Lee's route, and
where I expect you will join him. Lose not a moment.
The situation of our affairs demands industry and despatch
on al1 hands. Advise me /i'om time to time of your ap-
proach, and use your best endeavours to accommodate your
troops, and supply them with provisions. Supposing that
the enemy mean an impression, I am led to conclude from
your letter that you would have advanced so far this way
before I could have countermanded yoUI' march, that the
return of your troops conld not afford much assistance, as
their time of service would be near expiring, if not out, ere
they could arrive; and if we can co\1ect onr force speedily,
I should hope we may effect something of importance, or
at least give such a turn to OUl"affairs as to make them
assume a more pleasing aspect than they now have.

I am, dearsir, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.

To Major-General Ileath.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SPENCER.

Head-Quarters, Bucks County, State of Pennsylvania, t
14th December, 1776. 5

SIR: I have just received ad vices from Governour Trum-
bull, that a large Aeet of the enemy's ships of war and
transports were lying off New-London, with an intent to
make a descent on some part of New-England. He desires
me to send some General Officers to take the command of
the Militia who are assembling, to make the best opposition
in their power. I must therefore request that you would im-
mediately repair to New-England, and take the command

at such place as you may find your presence most necessary.

I have ordered General Arnold upon the same service, and
beg you may cooperate with him in such measures as wil1
be most conducive to the pl1blick good. If any Militia.
should have arrived from New-England to replace those
who have lately gone home, you will please to leave as
many as will, in your opinion and that of the commanding
officer at the Highlands, be necessary to guard those passes,
and take the remainder with yon; or, if you shouJd meet
any on their march up, you will please to let as many pro-
ceed as wiJl be necessary for tbe above purpose, (of guarding
the High]ands,) and take the remainder back with you.

I am, sir, yours, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.
To Major-General Spencer.

GENERAL SULLIVAN TO GENERAL HEATH.
German-Town, December 14, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: I must beg you to hasten your march
as fast as possible, as General l¥ashington writes in the most
pressing manner for our troops to come on.

Your most obedient servant, J SNO. ULLIV AN.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL ARNOLD.

Head-Q,uarters, Bucks County, State of Pennsy]vania, l
14th December, 1776. 5 Major-Generailleath.

DEAR SIR: HavinO' received advice from GO\'ernour
Trumbull, of the 6th instant, that a large fleet of the ene-
my's men-of-war and transports had appeared off New-

COMMISSARYHUGHESTO GENERAL HEATH.

London without doubt with an intent to make a descent [December 14, 1776.]

either tI;ere or on some part of the coast of New-England, DEAR GENERAL: Colonel Nicoll c.ommu~icated wl~at of
and be desiring that some General Officers might be sent yours related to our department,. and I ]mmedlately furnished
to take the command of the Militia who were assemblinO', tbe teams, &c., yesterday rnornmg, and then went to Gen-
I must desire that YOll would immediately repair to tl~e eral Spencer's.. ';ben I returned last evening.' I learnt that
States of New-Erwland and in whichsoe\'er of them you tbey were at Kzng s Ferry, and that tbe Commlssar'y had not
find the enemy ]a~ded,'or likely to land, that you \viJl, in directed them wh~re to prO?eed; on which I went down and
conjunction with Majot'.Genel'3l Spencer, who 1 bave order- sent them over, with forty-eIght barrels of flour and two hogs-
ed upon the same service, take such measures as in yonI' heads of rum, and se~t a ,note to Coioneillays to forward
opiJlion will be most ]ikely to give opposition to, and them on, &c. Pauldwg.]s out of the way.' ~nd tbo:,e here
frustrate the intents, of the enemy. I shall be g]ad to hear seem at a loss what quantity to send unless ]t IS mentioned.

from you upon your arrival in New-England, with a state I~ any. more is w;nted, as I. ~xpect there will, please ~o
of matters as you find them. partlculanze. Can t the provIsions be got to rour post, 511',

FIFTH SERIES.- V oJ.. III. 77



1219 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., DECEMBER, 1776. 1220

by land, if it is sent ?y water to ~h~slate at Tappan? I
should be glad to be mforoled, as It ISvery easy to convey

, it ,there, no en£\mybeing in the way. . .
There is a report here, which I cannot credit, and that IS,

that General Lee is taken. If so, I shall be sorry, and sym-
pathize with hin,lmost un.feignedly.

I am, dear General, with great regard and respect, your
most obedient and very humble s£\rvant,,

HUGH HUGHES.

The Honourable Major-General Heath.

GENERAL aEATa TO GENEIUL GATES.
Tapan, December 14, 1776.

DEARGENERAL; I did not rE)ceiveyour favour of the
9th instantuntil the l\lstevening. Colonel Vose, with the
three regiments 1 before mentioned, arrived .at Paramus
yesterday morning. 1 have sent YOQrle~ter directed to t?e
commandingofficerof the troops from Ttcondel'oga, to h~m
tbis morning. But that detachment is so short of provIs-
ions that they cannot mOVet)ntil a supply comes forward,
which win not reach them before to-morrOW. In con,se-
quence of your request by Colonel Scammell, I have wrote
back to Mr. Pawling to send on rum, flour, &c. I am pur-
posing in an hour or two to sweep Hackensack, &c.

1 am, clear General, your h\,1mbleservant,
, W. HEATH.

P. S. It is said a reinforcement is sent for to Hacken-
sack, and that wagons are gone to Hobuck for their baggage.

CAP'rA,IN PAINE TO GENE~AL HEA.'ra.

Tarry-Town, December 14th day, 1776.

DEAR SIR: As I think it my indispensable duty to let
your Excellency know the situation that.J and my company
are in at present, and what has passed wIth uS : On Wed~tes-
day last I dressed myself in disguise and went from Colland,
below that place whet.e I now am, and returned the same day.
After I had rested one day, I marched with my company to
this place, where I am scollting into every quarter, and hope
to give a D'oodaccount of them-of our ~nemy"",sOO!l.

I have "'this moment heard from the King's Bridge, that
the enemy keep a guard near Holland's .house, con~il'ting of
two or three hundred men; also there IS about thIrty Hes-
sians at the foot on the hill, and there is no more of the
enemy in all that quarter. If you think it best, I wiJlengage
them with only my small company j howE'ver, I. am very
certain that a reinforcement of two hundred men wIll wholly
disquiet all the enemy on this side York-Island, .which I
think will be of the last importance to the poor dls~ressed
inhabitants of these parts.

Since the above intelligence, I have Seen a man that tell,s
me he has seen two deserters that run from the enemy last
niaht; they say that they consist chiefly of Tories, and of
th~se that was taken on Long-Island, that was lifted Ollt of
prison, and wish that we would come.

I shall wait for orders from your Excellency, on whose
ability I dependj and am, sir, your mostobedientand very
humble servant, BRINTON PAINE.

To Major-General William He(1.th, near Hackingsa,k.

GENERAL GEORGE CLINTON TO JAMES DUANE.

Fort Constitution, 14th December, 1776.

DEARSIR: When I was at Convention yesterday, old
Mr. Lawrence applied to me ~orec?mmen~ his son.ea Lieu-
tenant in Colonel Swartwout s regIment, m my bngade) to
your Committee, in which case he said you ,,:,ould a~point
him an officer in the new Army. I was surprIsed at his ap-
plication, as I had recommended him f~r a Lieutenancy. in
a former letter to your Committee. I dId not choose to gIve
him a second recommendation, lest I might have been mis-
taken in his character, and did not know but you might know
more of him than I did. I thought it therefore best to re-
fuse till I could see his Colonel and inform myself more
fuJl; about him, which I have this d~y had an opportunity
of doing. His Colonel tells me (on 1m honour) that he ~e-
lieves him to be brave; that though he has be~n a wild
young lord in times past, this campa,ign.he. has .b~en atten-
tive to duty and sober, and that he wIll, In hIsopmJOn,make
a good First Lieutenant; which is the office he now bears.

Indeed, he says he has had the charge of ~he company. tl~e
mQst of this campaign, and has executed It well. This IS
the Colonel's character and opinion of him, and I place
confidence io the Colonel.

I ~m this far on my march. Several of the Militia regi~
ments <Ire already at the place of rendezvous, near Kakeott,
and I must hurry on to join them, to prevent discontents, as
they are without covering, provision, and ammunition.

1 am your most obedient servant, GEO. CLINTON.
To James Duane, Esq., Fishkills.

JClHN M'KESSON TO JAMES DUANE.

Fishkill, December 14, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:At the request of Captain Stewart, fre-
quently repeatE'd, and through his solicitation mentioned to
me this evening by Colonel Nicholson,I take the liberty to
informyou that I have known Alexander McA,rthul'from
his infancy; that from many circulllstances too tediolls for a
letter, 1 know him to be a young man of the strictest integrity,
and who has a highsenseof honour. He was taught parade
discipline by Colonel Ritzema, in the first company which
he trained in the city, and devoted himself to a military life
in one way or another ~ince that time. He is not deficient
as a penman, and has frequently been employed by Colonel
Malcom in that way, while in his late regiment. .

I beg leave, gentlemen, to recommend to your notICe
Mr. John 1. Myers, a young gentleman who spent severnl
years in my office. His ardent desire for a cor\lmission in
the service would have been gratified in the year 1175, by
an appointment in Colonel McDougall's regiment, if his
parents would then have consented. He was a Lieutenant
in the company of Militia trained by Major Alner. He has
served this campaign as Lieu.tenant of Captain Henry Bra-
sher's company, in Colonel :Malcom'sregiment, in which he
had a good character. He is stout and active, and has had
the charge of that company since Captain Brasher left the
regiment: Near a year of his time prior to this campaign,
was devoted to the business of guards, detachments of
Militia on various occasions, working at fortifications, &c.

In my bumble opinion a Second Lieutenancy at least
would be well bestowed upon him.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, gentlemen,
Your most obedi~nt, humble servant,

JOHN McKESSON.

To the Hon. James Duane and John Jay, and to Colonel
Ch(lrle~Dp- Witt, Wm. Duer, Robert Harpel', and Lewis
Graham, Esquil'es, and the other Members for arranging
the Continental Battalionsraising in the State of New-
York.

~

ANTHONY RUTGERS TO JAMES DUANE.

FishkiI1, December 14th, 1776.

SIR: I take the liberty to recommend Lieutenant Come-
lius Becker to be provided fOI' in the new arrangement of
the Army. I know hirn to be sober, act

,

'
,

lve, and well-discip-
lined. He has served this past summer in Captain Lyon's
company, of the First New- York Regiment of Continental
forces, ami is now in service with that regiment in General
McDougall's brigade.

I am, with great respect, sir, your very humble servant,
ANTHONY RUTGERS.

To James Duane, Esq., one of the Committee of Conven
tion for arranging the Army, present.

APPLICATION OF ANN LEAKE.

PeekskiJI, 14th December, 1776.

The favour I would ask of the honourable the Convention
is, that I may be permitted,with my daughter,servants,and
effects, to remove on board your flag, and go to New- York
with the family that have got leave to go, (Messrs. Engliss,
ft'loore, and Livingston,) and tbat if your favour is granted
me, my horses, carriage, and coachman may be permitted
to go by land, as its most likely there won't be room on
board vour vessel for them.

I a~, gentlemen, with respect, your
vant,

Tbe honourable the Convention.
P. S. If the gentlemen who has,obtained tbe flag should

object to our going in it, will it be permitted to get a boan

most obedient ser-
ANN LEAKE.
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JACOB CUYLER TO WILLIAM DUER.

Albany, December 14, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Tbe bearer hereof is Mr. Barent J. Ten
Eyck, who has, in a very serious mannel', applied to me
why he was not on the last arrangement of officers for tbe
State of New- York. I candidly told him that his charactel'
and conduct during tbe last campaign was of such a nature
as that he could not with propriety be appointed as an
officer, and that he had been too frequently drunk, and was
too apt to pursue such a scandalous practice. He frankly
acknowledged it was in a great measure too true, but
begged of me to mention his name to some of my friends of
the Committee of Arrangement, and bas made me all the
promises to a reformed ]if~, and that he will accept of a
company, which I believe he will soon be able to fill. He
certainly is brave, and It very strict officer, and is remark-
able to keep his men in the best order. His connexions
are great, and very well attached to the American canse.
From those motives I a.m chiefly induced to comply with
Mr. Ten Eyck's request, to write you upon the subject, and
leave it to the consideration of the Committee.

Colonels Hasen and Livingston, who served in Canada
und'er the late General ~Montgomery,have directions from
Congress to raise each a regiment in any of the States, and
to appoint such officers as they may judge proper, wbo are
now in this city and its neighbourhqod recruiting, which
much deters the filling of Van Schaick's and Gansevoort's
regiments.

I am sorry the Regulars continue their march uninter-
rupted; indeed, it surprised me not after I had seen Mr.
Sands's letter. But I must confess I had not expected that
Jersey would have behaved so cowardly. Are those the
people who cried aloud for independency? Why don't
they now support it? I have nothing new from tbis
quarter.

I am, with the greatest respect, sir, your most obedient
servant, JACOB CUYLER.
To William Duer, Esq., Fishkill.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety of
Connecticut, December 14th, 1776-

Present: His Honour the Governour, Eliphalet Dyer,
Jabez Huntington, William Williams, Nathaniel Wales,
Jun., Thomas Seymour, Benjamin Huntington, Jedediak
Elderkin, Esquires.

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table for one hundred
Pounds, in favour of NathaniellJiiner, Esq., Commissary
for the Troops at Stonington, Rnd to be in Itcconnt.-
(Order drawn December 14th, 1776; delivered to Mr.
Miner.)

Voted, That the Committee of Pay-Table do ar1justthe
accountS of tbe expense for taking and brin!Tin!J"one John
Sheppard to Windham Jail, sent under the c~reoofMathew
Curtiss, Jun., from Newtown, and also the account of tbe
expense and pay of the escort who conducted seventeen
Prisoners, by order of the Assembly's Committee, under
command of Captain Ezra Starr, and draw orders on the
Treasurer for the sum found reasonably and justly due, and
that said Committee receive the money found in the bands
of said Sheppard, now in the custody of said Curtiss, and
lodge the same with said Treasurer, taking his receipt there-
for.-(Copy deliveredto ColonelSeymour, December 14th
1776.) . '

Voted, That Mr. Nathaniel Shaw, Jun., be, and he is
hereby authorized and desired to draw a letter of crenit in
favour of the Captain or Commander of the ship Oliver
Cromwell, to be made use of to obtain necessary repairs or
supplies for sai~ ship in any foreign port where she may
fall, and the said .Mr. Shaw shall be indemnifiedby this
State against all damage that may accrue to him by means
thereof.-(Copy delivered Captain Coit, December 14th,
1776.)

His Honour the Governour is desired to criveorders, and
to permit Mr. Andrew Huntington amI oth;', Commissaries
to transport Pork and Flour out of this State to the State
of Rhode-Island, to be delivered into the hands of C010nel
Champion, Captain Jared Tracy, or Asa Waterman, Jun.,
for the use of the Connecticut troops in the serviee in that
State.

Resolved by this Board, That Colonel Erastus Wolcott,
now at New-London, be requested and ordered to employ
all the men under his command he can spare to be cutting
and making Fascines as fast as possible,and employsuch
further number of hands as he thinks proper, in New-Lon-
don and vicinity thereof, as labourers for said purpose, and
have them prepared and brought to Fort Trumbull,in New-
London, as soon as may be, and preparations there make
for placing of them, so as on any sudden occasion the va-
cancy on the back of said fort may be filJed up with fascines,
so as to secure the men who may be in said fort on any
sudden attack.

Doct. Albigence Waldo is appointed Chief Surgeon of
the ship Oliver Cromwell.

Voted, That an order be drawn on the Pay-Table, in
favour of William Lax, for making Carriages, for the sum of
£60, and to be in account.-(Order drawn December 14th,
1776, and delivered to Mr. Lax.)

After the Council broke up, drew an order upon the
Pay-Table for Gamaliel Babcock, going express to Ticon- .
rleroga, for £ 10, to enable him to bear his expenses, and
to be accountable.-(Signed by the Governour.)

Providence, Saturday, December 14, 1776.

Saturday morning last, Commodore Sir Peter Parker,
with about seventy sail of men-of-war and transports, came
into our bay from New- York, and anchored above the har-
bour at Newport. On Su.nday they landed a body of troops
under the Generals Clinton and Percy, who took possession
of the town, the inhabitants having previously determined
that the place was not defensible against the enemy's ship-
ping. The few troopswe had on the island retreated to
Bristol, leaving behind them some pieces of artillery. By
tbe best accounts yet received, the enemy's troops do not
consist of more than fh'c thousand men; among them arc
a number of Hessians, some Horse, and many invalids.
They are intrenching, it is said, at a place called Meetinrt-
House Hill, three milesdistant fromBristol Ferry.

~

From the first appearance of the fleet, the Militia and
Independent companies of this State have been in motion,
and are since joined by a large body of troops, with some
companies of artiJIery, from the neighbuuring States.

The readiness and zeal manifested on the occasion by
the troops of this and our sister States, reflect on them the
hig~est credit, and we hope will prove a happy presage of
~hClr.success, should the enemy attempt to gain a lodgment
m thIs town or penetrate the country.

We hear that the enemy's troops were escorted into New-
port by a set of well-known infamous Tories, who have long
infested that town, and who may yet possiblymeet with the
fate justly due to their atrocious villainies.

We learn that two of the enemy's frigates lie at or near
Seconet passage,another near Bristol, and a fourth at the
nurth end of Prudence Island.

Some persons, it is said, have been taken up and commit-
ted to jail at lVewport, for the heinous crimeof bearingarms
against the King of Great Britain.

Thursday last, a person by the name of Wood was broucrht

to town and committed to jail, having been detected in c~r-
rying provisions to Newport.

Thursday last, the honourable General Assembly of this
State met here.

Saturday last, two frigates landed some men at one of the
Elizabeth Islands, where tbey burnt two houses and killed
and carried off a few sheep. A number of our people
landed soon after on the island, killed three of the pirates,
and drove the rest on board their ships.

MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR TO COLONEL GOLIJING.

War Office, Boston, December 14, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The Board having occasion for a quantity
of pork and beef, and hearing by Mr. Brown you indined
to co~tract? h~rewith send you the terms upon which any
quantity wlthm five hundred barrels of beef and one thou-
sand barrels of pork, will be taken in: For good merchant-
able pO/:k,three shi1lings, o]d tenour, per pound; for good
merchantable beef, twenty-six shillings, lawful money, per
hundred weight.

The Board allow four shillings per barrel for every good
...
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white-oak barrel. The Board also find salt. It is expected
the beef be delivered at Watertown. You will observe the
pork must be delivered there also. Tbe easiest and cheap-
est method will be to dri,'e and kill near our magazine.

In behalf of the Board:
SAM'LP. SAVAGE,President pro tem.

Colonel John Golding and Mr. J1IalachyMaril.

P. S. What money is necessary will be adv:mced, secu-
rity for the performance of the contract being given.

MESHECH WEARE TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE DELEGATES AT CON-

GRESS.

Exeter, Deeember 14, 1776.

GENTI,EMEN: By order of the General Assembly, I trans-
mit a resolve of theirs, enclosed in the letter to the President,
and desire your attention in getting the money forwarded as
soon as possible, as our Treasury is nearly empty. The
plenty of paper money, and the depreciation thereof, has
such an effect we are fearful of making more. Very con-
siderable quantities of shoes, leather breeches, and some
other articles, can be procured here; and if the sum of money
requested can be augmented, I think it can be laid out for
clothing here.

Great sums have been advanced to the Militia sent to
Ticonderoga, New- York, &c. Six hundred are now rais-
ing, 10 march in a few days for New- York, in consequence
of a request of General Lee. Such has been the hurry and
the amazing difficulties we have had to wade through, (many
of which you are well acquainted with,) has hitherto hin-
dered our accounts from being forwarded, but they are now
considerab]y forward, some few outslanding acconnts only
hindering. And as upon a hasty reflection we have raised,
supplied, &c., it will appear that a very large sum is due to
us. If some could be transmitted il would now put us in a
~ituationof going forward in the general defence much better
than otherwise we can do.

No money can be procured here for the Continental bank,
or any other, under six per cent.; and indeed I think no
great sums for that. Privateering, buying up prize cargoes,
and monopolizing them at any price, seems to be the atten-
tion of the mercantile part, who have the mOlleyin their
hands.

I enclose you an address of several towns in the County
of Grafton, to the people at large, (fabricated, 1 suppose, at
Dartmouth College,) and calculated to stir up contentions
and animosities among us at this difficult time, especially as
our Government is only temporary, and the state of matters
not allowing a revisal. However, this pamphlet, with assi-
duity of the College gentlemen, has had such an effect, that
almost the whole County of Grafton, if not the whole, have
refused to send members to the new Assemb]y, which is to
meet next Wednesday.

I am, gentlemen, your humble servant,
MESHECH WEARE.

'1'0 Matthew Thornton and William Whipple.

VOTES OF TOWNS OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE ON EJ,ECTING REPRE-

SENTATIVES.

State of NEW-HAMPSHIRE:

The Government and People of said State to the Selectmen
of HANOVER,in said Sta.te, greeting:

You are hereby required to notify the ]egal inhabitants
paying taxes in the towns of Hanover, Canaan, and Cardi-
gan, (giving them fifteen days notice,) to meet at some con-
venient place in your town, to elect one person, having a
real estate of the value of two hundred pounds lawful money
in tbis State, to represent tbem in the Assembly, to be held
at Exeter, on the third Wednesday in December next, at
three o'clock in the afternoon, and to empower such Repre-
sentative, for the term of one year from their first meetin<r, to
transact such business and pursue such measures as flleY
may judge necessary for the publick good. And the person
who shall be elected YOLIare to notify that he attend at time
and place above-mentioned.
. And at said meeting, each voter,as aforesaid;on one
paper, is to bring in votes for one person, being a reputable
freeholder and inhabitant within your County, having a real

estate of two hundred pounds, to serve as members of the
Council for the ye3l' ensuing.

And the Clerk of your town is hereby directed to seal LIp
all such votes under covel', and send them to the house of
Mr. Green, in Wentworth, in your County, by the second
Wednesday in December next, directed to Francis Worces-
ter, Charles Jolrnson, and Abel Chandler, a Committee ap-
pointed to receive them.

And it is Resolved, That no person be allowed a seat in
Councilor Assemb]y, who shall, by bimself or any person
for him, before said choice, treat with liquor, &c., any elect-
or, with an apparent view of gaining their votes, or after-
wards on that account.

And make return of this writ, with your doings thereon,
into the Secretary's Office at Exeter, by the third l1Tednes-
day in December next.

1\1. WEARE, President.
P. WHITE, Speaker.

By order of the Council and Assembly:
E. THOMPSON,Secretary.

Exeter, September 30th, 1776.

Hanover, November 27th, 1776.

Pursuant to the within precept, we notified the inhabit-
ants paying taxes in the towns of HWlOvtr, Canaan, and
Cardigan, to meet at tbe Meeting-house in said lIanover
this day, for the purposes within mentioned, who being met,
passed the following Votes, viz:

] st. Voted unanimously, Tbat the Address of the inhab-
itants of this and other towns, to the people of the several
towns through this Colony, published by their Committees
in Jllly last, is tru]y expressi\'e of our sentiments respecting
representation, and the unconstitutional formation and pro-
cedures of the present Assembly of this State.

2d. Voted unanimously, That we will not choose a
Representative, as directed in the precept issued by the
Assembly of this State, for the foHowing reasons, viz:

I. Because no plan of representation is as yet formed in
this State consistent with the liberties of a free people, in
that the people have not universally had a full representation
in any Assembly since the State was declared independent
of tbe Crown of Great Britain, by which declaration we
conceive that the powers of Govprnment reverted to the
people at large, and, of course, annihilated the political ex-
Istence of the Assembly which then was; notwithstanding
which they have since presumed to act in the name of the
peop]e, and in their precept undertake to prescribe and limit
the mode of proceedure in our choice of a Representative,
while it does not appear that they are to be chosen for the
purpose of recognizing the rights of the people and assuming

such Government as shall be agreeable to them, though
nothing of that nature has at any time been done in this
State, except a plan formed by the Representatives of a palt
of tbis Stale, by which the whole rights of the people are
assumed by that House.

2. Because the precept, in consequence of which this
meeting was called, is inconsistent with the liberties of a free
people, in that it directs to have different corporate towns
(wlJO have a right to act by themselves in a1l cases) to unite

for the purpose of choosing a Representative and Coun-
sellor.

3. Because it limits us in our choice to a person who has
real estate of two hundred pounds, lawful money; whereas
we conceive that there ought to be no pecuniary restriction,
but that every elector is capar,le to be elected.

3d. Voted unanimously, That the Selectmen be directed
to make return of the foregoing vote, with the reasons an
nexed, together with the precept, to the Assembly proposed
to be held at Exeter, OIl tbe third Wednesday in December
next.

4th. Voted unam:mously, That we will not give in our
votes for a Counsellor as directed in the precept:

1. Because we can see no important end proposed by
their creation, unless to negative the proceedings of the
House of Hepresentatives, which we humbly conceive ought
not to be done in a free State.

2. Because every elector ought to have a voice in the
choiceof eachCounsellor', (in cases where they are needful,)
and not be restricted in his clJOiceto any particular limits
within the State. For which reason we protest against any
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Counsellor being chosen in this County as directed in the
precept.

5th. Voted unanimously, That the Clerk be directed to
make return of the last Vote, with the reasons annexed, and
our Protest, as the precept directs, relati ve to vole for a
Counsellor.

6th. Voted, That this meeting be dissol ved.
And it was accordingly dissolved.

Attest: ICHABODFOWLER,
THOMAS DURKEE,

Selectmen of Hanover.

At a meeting of the inhabitants of the town of Lyme,
legally warned, and convened at the I!ouse of Ebenezer
Green, Esq., on "A'londay, the ~5th of November, ann con-
tinued by adjournment to Monday, the 2d of December in-
stant:

1st. Voted, That the pamphlet !ately published by the
Committee of the towns of Lyme, Hanover, Lebanon, and
Plainfield, is truly expressive of our sentiments on Repre-
sentation, and the unconstitutional formation and proceedings
of the present Assembly.

2d. Voted, That we cannot comply with the precept
issued to this town, in conjunction with five other towns, for
choosing a Repl'esentative, for the reasons fi)lIowing, viz:
Becaus~ the present plan of Representation is entirely incon-
sistent with a free State, where every corporate tOIVn hath
an undoubted right to act for themsel VI'Sin choosing a mem-
bel' of the Legislati\'e body; because the elections are lil1\-
ited to persons of £200, lawful money, real estate, for their
choice, whereas e\'ery elector in free States is capable of
beincr elected.

3d. Voted, That the Clerk be directed to make returns
of our reasons for our non-compliance, to the proposed As-
sembly that is to sit at Exeter, on the third Wednesday of
December next.

Voted, That we cannot comply with the direction to the
choice of a Counsellor in manner proposed in the precept,
for the reasons following: First, Because that in every Ii'ee
State the people have an undoubted right to their voice in
the choice of the whole Council, either by themse\ VI'Sor their
Reprpsentatives; secondly, because we cannot see any good
proposed by confining the electors to certain limits wjthin the
State for their choice.

3d. Voted, That the C]erk be directed to make return
of OUl'reasons for non-compliance to the Committee appointed
for the receiving of the votes for a Counsellor, and also to
enter a protest against the choice.

Test: . JONA. CHILD, Town Clerk.

. The reasons why we do not join with the towns of Unity,
Acworth, Lempster, Saville, Croydon, and Newport, as we
did last year, in choosing a Representative, is this, viz: Then.
we supposed they was to act only upon the present exigen-
cies of the Gm'ernment; but now the case is much altered.
The honourable Continental Congress has declared their in-
dependence of Great Britain; therefore we think that the
present Assembly has not taken right methods in issuing out
their precepts for the cllOire of Representatives and Coun-
sellors for the year ensuing; for, in the first place, they have,
as to Representatives in some incorporated towns, allowed
two or three Representatives; to others they have joined five
or six towns together, whereas we think every incorporated
town ought to be represented by themselves. Then, as to
Counsellors, in one County they have ordered five, in some
two, and in one County but one, which we look upon not
according to liberty; for as this State is but one body, we
think they ought to be chose by the people at large. And
also they have ordered that neither of these shall have a seat
in the Assembly without they ha \'e real estate to the value
of two hundred pounds, lawful money; whereas we thtnk
every lawful elector is a subject to he ejected.

Voted, That the above reasons be sent to the Council
and Assembly of this State, which is to convene together at
Exeter, the third Wednesday of this instant, and that the
Town Clerk shall sign it in behalf of the town.

This' done ata legal town meeting, Acworth, December
9th, li76.

A true copy. Attest:
THOMAS PUTNAM, ~foderator.
SAM'LSILSBY, Town Clerk.

To the honourable Council and Assembly of th" Colony oj
N Ew-HAMPSHIRF., to be convened and assembled at EXE-
TER, on the third WEDNESDAYof DECEMBER instant:

The petition of the inhabitants of the towns of Marlow,
Alstead, and Surrey, humbly showeth: That whereas it is
the advice and direction of the Continental Congress relative
to the assuming Civil Government in this Colony, have ad-
viseo and dil'ected the Pro\'incial Congress of this Colony,
previous to their assuming a form of Civil Government, that
they at their Convention do grant warrants for a full and
free election of Representatives ill this Colony; and whereas
various coupling of various towns together in the western
parts of Colony, and allowing but one Representative to a
coupling, and we being differently treated from the major
parts of this Colony, who are allowt'd a Representative to
each town; and whereas the towns of "A'larlow, Alstead, and
Snrrey, are towns incorporated with all invariable privileges
and immunities that any other towns do or may enjoy in this
Colony, and being thus coupled together, as afOl'esaid, are
abridged or curtailed of the pri\'ilege of each individual town
electing a Representative, which we humbly conceive cannot
be construed to be a fu1l and free election 01' representation
of the saidColony, agl'eeab!e to the advice of the Continen-
tal Congress abo\'e recited; we, therefore, your humble pe-
titioners, would beseech the honourable COllncil and House
of Representatives, that previous to the further p'ursuing the
plan of Civil Government, that there may warrants be granted
lor a full and free election or representation of each of the
individualtowlls above-mentioned, pursuant to the advice of
the Continental Congress aforesaid; thus shall your humble
petitioners, as in duty bound, ever pray.

SMI'L GRISTIN, WOOLSTON BROCKWAY, .

ABSALOM KINGSBURY, .JoNATHAN SMITH,

Committee from ~Iarlow, Alstead, and Surrey.
Dated Colony of New-Ilampshire, Marlgw, December llth,

A. D. 1776.

To lJ-Ir. MICHAEL CREASY, Representative for the Town of
CHESTERFIELD, in tlte State of NEW-HAJ'rIPSHIRE:

SIR: Whereas it having pleased Almighty God to humble
the people of this land, by permitting the tyrant of Great
Britain and his minions, in the fu1lness of their rage, to pre-
vail against them, by subverting the civil constitution of every
Province in his late American dominions, affecting thereby
the activity of law and justice, and the introduction of vice
and profaneness, attended with domestick confusion, ami a1l
the calamities attendant on a dissolution of the power of
Civil Government, which, in this alarming progress, have
made it absolutely necessary for each State to separate itself
from that land from whence their fi1refathers were exiled by
the crut'l hand of tyranny, and to form for itself, under tho
Ruler of a1l the earth, such plans of Civil Government as
the people thereof should think most conducive to their own
safety and advantage. Notwithstanding the importance of
an equitable system of Government, as it affects ourselves
and our posterity, we are brol1ght to the disagreeable neces-
sity of declaring, that it is our candid opinion that the State
of New-Hampsltire, instead of forming an equitable plan of
Government, conducing to the peace amI safety of the State,
have been influenced by the iniquitous intrigues and secret
designations of persons unfriendly, to settle down upon the.
dregs of Monarchical and Aristocratical tyranny, in imita-
tion of their late British oppressor. WI' can by no means
imagine ourselves so far lost to a sense to ahe natural r~IJts
and immunities of ourselves and our fellow men, as to ima-
gine that the State can be either safe or happy under a
constitution formed without the knowledge or particular au-
thority of a great part of its inhabitants; a constitution \Vhich
no man knows the contp.nts of, except that the whole Legis-
lative power of the State is to be entirely vested in the will
and pleasure of a House of Representatives, and that chosen
according to the sovereign determination of their own will,
by allowing to some towns sundry voiet's in the said House,
others but one, and others none; and in a Council of twelve
men, five of which are always to be residents of Rockingham
County, who, by the assistance of two others of said Coun-
cil, have the poweE of a casting voice in all State affairs.
Thus we see the important affairs of the State liaule to be
converted to the advantage of a small part of the State, and
the etnolument of its offices, by Feason of the other part of
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the State not having an equal or equitable share in the
Government to counterbalance the designs of the other.
You are therefore authorized and instructed to exert your-
self to the utmost to procure a redress of the afore-mentioned
gt"ievances, and in case they will not comply, to retum home
for further instructions.

SOLOMONHARVEY,per order Com.
Chesterfield, December ye 12th, 1776.

The Inhabitants of the Towns of HAVERHILL, LYMAN,
BATH, GUNTHWAIT, LANDAFF, and MORRISTOWN.

At a meeting legaHy warned, in consequence of a precept
from the Assembly at Exeter, for the purpose of choosing a

"

Representative, as also to give in their votes for a Counsellor
for the County of Grafton, having refused a compliance
with said precept, have chosen us, the subscribers, a Com-
mittee to return the precept, together with the reasons of
their non-compliance; which reasons are as foHows,viz:

First. Because no plan of Representation has yet been
formed in this State consistent with the liberties of a free
people; and it is our humble opinion, that when the Decla-
ration of Independency took place, the Colonies were abso-
lutely in a state of nature, and the powers of Government
reverted to the people at lal'ge, and of consequence annihi-
lated the political existence of the Assembly which then
was.

Secondly. Because the precept directs to have a numher
of different towns (who have an undoubted right to act by
themselves separately) to unite for the purpose of choosing
a Representative and Counsellors.

Thirdly. Because we are limited in our choice of a Rep-
resE'ntative to a person who has a real estate of two hundred
pounds, lawful money; wlwreas we conceive that every
elector is capable of being elected.

fourthly. Because that no Bill of Rights has been drawn
up, or form of Government come into, agreeable to the minds
of the people of this State, by any Assembly peculiarly
chosen for that purpose, since the Colonies were declared
independent of the Crown of Great Britain.

Fifthly. We refuse to give our votes for a Counsellor,
because we conceive that in a free State there ought not to
be a Council invested with the power to negative the pro-
ceedings of the House of Representatives.

Sixthly. Because, jf a Council is necessary, every elector
ought to have a voice in the choice of each Counsellor, and
not to be restricted to any particular limits within this State.

For which reasons we pmtest against a Counsellor beinu
chosen in this County, as directed in the precept. "

EpH'M WESSON, ELISHA CLEAVELAND,

JOHN YOUNG, JAMES BAYLEY,

JOHN CLARK,

Haverhill, December 13th, 1776.
Committee.

CLAUDE CRESPIGNV TO RALPH IZARD.

Bath, England, December 15, 1776.

DEAR SIR: It is near a fortnight since I was favoured
with yours. I am much ashamed not to have thanked you
for it before. No news yet. arrived from New- York. I
bpgin to think that Sir W. Howe wiJI be satisfied with New-
York for his winter quarters, and will finish the glorious
campaign without attempting to force Washington's lines.
Mr. Burgoyne, sincl'! his return, I find, affects great silence,
and only says, that Carleton intends to begin the next cam-
paign as early as possible wjth the attack of Ticonderoga.
Dacre, who was sent home with the account of the success
upon the lakes, does justice to Arnold, and acknowledges
that the disposition of his force, the defence he made against
so superiour an enemy, and the management of bis retreat,
all did him great honour. Everyone, as you may imagine,
is impatient to hear from the Howes. The lVJinisterialists
pretend to fear that they are treating with the Rebels, and
are inclined to give too good terms, before they have given
tbem a hearty drubbing-their very words. For my own
part, I totally despair of any amicable settlement of the dis-
pUle, and sincerely lament the bruises that both parties must
receive. At tbe same time I most heartily execrate tbe
authQrs of the mischief, and detest still more, if possible,
their senseless addressors, who are still crying out lor more

vengeance,and for riskingevery thing,rather than not have
their full of it.

As to the French and Spaniards, they hold in contempt
the idea of their interference; and if they should be such
fools, why, we will kill them too.

Admiral Keppel has (upon being applied to} accepted.
the command of the grand fleet of observation, which is
intended for the protection of this country against our natu-
ral enemies, at the same time {ully declaring his persever-
ance in his sentiments of the impolicy of our contest with
our fellow-subjects of America. He seems just the same
as last year-very well in health, but still afflicted with the
spasms in his legs. He desires, as does Mr. Rogers, his
best compliments to you and Mrs. Izard. When you
have fixed upon your time for leaving England, I hope you
will acquaint me with it. My wife unites with me in best
regards to you, Mrs. Izard, and all your family.

1 am, dear sir, very heartily, yours,
CLAUDE CRESPIGNY.

ANDREW BUCHANAN TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore County, December 15,1776.

GENTLEMEN:I received yours per Colonel Ewing, and
have given the necessary orders to your Militia to hold
themselves ready to march at short notice. I am asked by
the Militia how they are to be provided with tents, al"mS,
baggage wagons, &c. It wouln be nf'cessary to let me
know how they are to be procured. If those necessaries
are not provicied before orders are given for the Militia to
march, it wiJl retard them much.

I am, gentlemen, yours, &c., AND. BUCHANAN.
The honourable Council of Safety, Jltlaryland.

GENERAL ARMSTRONG TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Philadelphia, 15th December, 1776.

SIR: I am now ordered by General Washington to at-
tempt sundry pieces of publick service, part whereof were
to have been verbally opened to Congress; but as your
late adjournment forbids me that pleasure, I can only by
tbis letter inform you what these intended services are.

The General, under the last necessity, not knowing how
far a strong and elated enemy may design to avail tbem-
selves of your circumstances by a rapid winter campaign,
has desired me, as far as weather and strength wiJl admit, to
traverse the sundry parts of the State of Pennsylvania, to
inspirit the Militia occasionally to turn out, and to aid the
recruiting service by prompting the younger men to inlist,
and to appoint propel' places for magazines of provisions on
a certain direction, naming the quantities to be laid in at
each place. I mean quantity in the first instance; and have
accordingly ordered the Commissary, Mr. Wharton, to lay

. in at tbe gulph mill, on the west side of Schuylkill, eight
days' provisions for ten thousand men; at Lancaster, three
months' ditto for twelve thousand-and further thought,
would now rather direct half the last quantity at Right's
Ferry, which yet may be easily corrected; at York- Town
for five thousand, three months; with quantities of forage
at each place. .

Carlisle and Lebanon left to further consideration for the
same pmposes, and the above sent to the General for his
inspection, &c. I am of opinion that too much cannot
weJl be got, and that three months' salt provisions for forty
thousand men ought to be in reserve for next summer.

Give me leave to inform your Honour, 1 am charged by
the General to signify to Congress his earnest wishes that
an augmentation of tbe Contiuental Army at least to that
of one hundred battalions in the whole, may early be
thought of and concluded; as, considering the efforts of the
enemy to bring more foreign troops, and the uncertainty of
OUl'Militia, the expediency of the measure appears beyond
a doubt; nor can any man answer, from the present prevail-
ing spirit in several of the middle States, that the arms of
tyranny will not be augmented from this side the water.

Permit me to mention the article of small-arms, by which
I mean at least the middle size musket and bayonet, and
salt, as perhaps requiring the first attention. Please'to f(>r-
give the notice taken of these last; is not meant to offend
the anxiety and vigilance of Congress already exerted to
procure them, but only to revive the idea, and show the press-
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ing necessity of more, persuaded as I am that a number of
men may be got, but without arms; and of those you
have, many are insufficient, and the scarcity of salt like to
discourage our people at large.

I thought to have talked with the General on the subject
9f Light-Horse, but forgot it through the pressing in of
other things.

If Congress should have any further commands, I may
be at Carlisle about three weeks hence, or f!'Omthat place
they may be sent to me; and have the honour to be, your
Honour's most obedient, humble servant,

JOHN ARMSTRONG.

P. S. General Smallwood is immediately required to pro-
ceed on the business of inspiriting the Militia, as there may
be an occasion, thl'Oughthe State of 1Waryland,and encour-
aging the recruiting service in the same. That gentlemen,
now in Maryland, should have early notice given him.

The Hon. John Hancock.

PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO GEN. WASHINGTON.

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, December 15th, 1776.

SIR: Gellf~ralltlijflin sent three hundred suits of clothes
to Neshamine Ferry, with orders that they remain there until
your Excellency should direct them to be sent forward. On
the representation of the commanding officer of the Penn-
sylvania regiment, that his men at'e greatty distressed for
want of necessary clothing at this very inclement season of
the year, we have ordered the said clothes to the quarters of
that regiment, that, should your Excellency think proper to
direct a distribution to them, they may be at hand for that
purpose.

A quantity of clothing had been provided by this State
for their regiment, which we found necessary to give out
amongst the new recruits for Continental service raised in
this city out of the men lately returned from the Army, that
they may be distinguished; for want of it, some of them
had inlisted many times over, and it was found impossible
to imbody them, or command their services. We take the
liberty to Ilint these particulars, that your Excellency may
judge of the propriety of having these clothes distributed
among said regiment in lieu of their clothing, which was
supplied to the recruits. Nevertheless, we would by no
means presume to dictate to your Excellency, nor would we
wish such an appropriation should in any wise interfere with
the publick good, of which your Excellency must be a
more competent judge, and in whose dt>termination we have
the most implicit confidence.

We have sent a quantity of old clothes, collected from
the charitable and well-disposed inhabitants, to be presented
to such of the Army as are most necessitous, until we can
provide such as are more suitable for the soldiery.

Since we had the honour of writing the 14th instant to
YOUl'Excellency, we have reason to believe the Militia of
Lancaster, York, and Cumberland, are turning out with
becoming spit'it. Weare likewise certainly infcrmed that
two battalions, amounting to several hundred men, Jersey
Militia, are at Cooper's Ferry; two battalions are on their
march from Dover, three from Lancaster, and one from
Chester; so that we have no doubt your Excellency will
soon have a sufficient reinforcement to check the progress
of the enemy.

By order of Council.
I have the honour to be; with much respect, sir, YOUI'obe-

dient servant, THos. WHARTON,Jun., President.
His Excellency General Washington.

COLONEL, CADW ALADER TO GENERAL, W ASHING'lON.

Bdstol, 15th December, 1776.

SIR: I received your despatches to-day, and have sent
Captain Alexander's company to Philadelphia.

Mr. Symes (Lieutenant in R. H. Emigrants, who now
acts as assistant Aid-de-Camp to General Howe) came over
from Burlington this morning, with a number of officersand
privates, to be exchanged. He says that Gent>ralLee was
taken by surprise last Friday afternoon, by about thirty
Light-Horse. Captain Murray, one of the prisoners, in-
forms me that Captain ltlontresure told him the same story
at Trenton, and he has no doubt of the fact.

Symes tens me that a considerablebodyof the enemyare
near Burlington, and will march in about noon. Captain
Murray confirms this, but cannot certainly ascertain the
numbt'r, but gives tbe following account of the arrangement
of the enemY's Army for the winter: That the main Army
was at or near Trenton; a large body had prepared to
march to Brunswick yesterday, for the winter, which place
was to be Head-Quarters; five hundred men at Burlington,
five hundred at Bordentown, five hundred at Trenton, and a
number to each town in that part of the country, equal to
its size. This was the conversation at Trenton among the
officers and inhabitants, who have submitted and joined the
enemy. I have sent several persons over for intelligence,
and last night sent Captain Shippen, with twenty good men.

One of the men sent yesterday morning to ltlount Holly.
to inquire whether the enemy had gone that way, he there
conversed with a man well known for his attachment to our
CRuse,who informed him that six hundred lay last night at
the Black-Horse, about nine miles from Burlington. He
saw them on their march in tbe following order: the ad-
vanced party of two hundred near the Black-Horse; two
hundred at Mansfield Meeting; two hundred at the Rising-
Sun, or Square. The line extended about three miles;
but tbe whole were to march to the Black-Horse. They
had five brass field-pieces. On his return he came through
Burlington, and was there informed that the troops seen at
Black-Horse were the advanced party of about two tbou-
sand Hessians. General Ewing informed me yesterday that
upwards of two thousand Hessians were seen going into
Bordentown, in the afternoon. I have sent off the man
who came over this mot'Oingto ascertain the facts.

If there is not more than five or six hundred men in Bur-
lington to-night, and no body to sustain them if attacked, I
shall attack tbem ahout daylight to-morrmv morning.

The person sent over to-day is a very intelligent, spirited
officerin the Jersey regulars,and I hopewillgivemeinform-
ation time enough to make tbe necessary preparations. I
have ordered two officers to go up Neshaminy, and make
the observations you recommended, and shall transmit tbe
report to you as soon as possible.

General Howe is certainly gone to lVew- York, unless tbe
who]e is a scheme to amuse and surprise. I shall, from
time to time, inform you of every material piece of inteJlj-
gence.

I am, with the greatest respect, your Excellency's most
obedient, very humble servant,

JOHN CADWALADER.

P. S. Messrs. John, Andrew, and William Allen, are at
Trenton. Captain Murray saw them.

COLONEL CADWALADER TO ROBERT MORRIS.

Bristol, 15th December, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Lieutenant Symes, of R. H. Emi"rants,
came over to-day fromBurlington with a numberof pris-
oners for exchange. He says that General Lee was sur-
prised and taken on Friday afternoon, by ahout thirty
Light-Horse. Captain Murray, one of the prisonersof Col-
onel Atlee, tells me there is no doubt of this report, and
that Captain Montresure informed him of it at Trenton. He
says Messrs.John,Andrew, and WilliamAllen, are at Tren-
ton; that General Howe set off yesterday for York. The
main Army was near Trenton, but a large body was to set
off yesterday for Brunswick. About five hundred Hessians
are now on their march for Burlington. Whether there is
a large body behind we cannot yet learn; but the story
abroad was, that the main Army was to quarter at Bru1ls-
wick; the small town on the river to be garrisoned. Per-
haps this may be given out to amuse. A Captain Alexan-
der went off yesterday, agreeable to orders. I should have
sent him sooner, but I received only a verbal messacre.
Damn dark! But now is our time, if the people lta°ve
virtue. For God's sake, why did you remove from Phila-
delphia ? You have given an invitation to the enemy; you
have discovered a timidity that encourages our enemy and
dispirits our friends. You have given a stab to your credit;
and, if you can payoff your present Army, I believe you
cannot find money to raise a new one. Tbe city cannot be
taken by surprise. Yon should have left tbe city when our
troops retreated to it.Tbe only way to remedy the evils
that may followfrom this impolitick step is to return. It will,
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have the effect, almost, of a victory. Some good stroke
may revi~'e the spirits of some, and the ravages ~f the ene~y
will enrage others, so as to produce an Army m tbe spl'l~g
equal to our wants. The sky may fall, or some lu~ky cIr-
cumstance happen, that may give a turn to our ~f!"alrs. A
good face among men in power keeps up the Sp1l'ltsof the
people, and one cheerful countenance may do wonders. I
have run off with complaints, and am lead to make tbem
by the d-d gloomy countenances seen wherever I go
except among the soldiers. Are the people corning from
the back country!

I am, sir, with great respect and esteem, your most obe-
dient servant,

JOHN CADWALADER.

To the Hon. Robert Morris, Esq., Pldladelphia.

[CQLONEL WILLIAM GRAYSON] TO COLONEL CADWAL.\DER.

Head.Quarters, at Keith's House, December 15th, 1776.

SIR: His Excellency has desired me to acquaint you
that, by advice recpived last night from a prisoner who was
servant to Captain Bell, Aid-de~Camp to General Vaughan,
he is informed that the enemy intend to return back; indeed,
the number of waaons wbich have been moving down
towards Borden-1'~~vn, seems to favour this intef!igence.
His Excellency thinks they ha ve a design of senning their
foraae waaons and baa(JaO"e by the route of South-Ambo y ,o l':) O~ [-)

and that they present us a /i'ont on the river for the purpose of
effectually covering them, while by sending them that road,
they secure them against a forced march from General Lee;
for should he cross their line, they would have it in their
power to cross his. However, the General is by no means
certain that this is the case; he therefore desires you will
exert yourself to the utmost of your ahility, and by every
method in your power, in discovering the movements m~d
intention of the enemy j in particulal' he requests you will
be extremely attentive in finding out whether any number
of wagons have filed off across the country towards South-
Amboy, either at Borden- Town or Burlington. Should
you, upon inquiry, discover that these are theil' views, aud
that these forage wagons have small escorts, and that there
isa strong probability that an attempt on them. may be made
with success, then you are Laendea\'our to effect so salutary
a purpose, by senning pl'oper parties to secure them.

I am, sir, with great respect, &c.,W.
G., A. D. C.

To ColonelJohn Cadwalader,Pennsyft'aniaMilitia.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF COI'WRESS.

[Read 20th,]

Head.Quarters, at Keith's, December 15, 1776.

SIR: About one o'clock to-dav I received a letter from
Genel'al Sullivan, a copy of whic'h you have enclosed. I
will not comment on the melancholy intelligence which it
contains, only adding, that I sincerely regret General Lee's
unhappy fate, and feel much for the loss of my country in
his captivity.

In respect to the enemy, they have been industrious in
their attempts to procure boats and small craft, but as yet
their effiJrts have not succeeded. From the latest anvices
that I have of their mO\Iements, by some prisoners and
others, they appear to be leaving Trenton, and to be filing
off towards Princeton and Allentown. What their designs
are, whether they mean to retreat or on1y a feint, cannot be
determined. I have parties out to watch their motions, and
to fOl'm, ir possible, an accurate opinion of theil' plans. Our
force since my last has received no augmentation; of course
by sickness and olher causes has diminished. But I am
advised by a letter /i'om the Council of Safety, which just
came to hand, that Colonels Burd and Galbraeth are march-
in" with their battalions of Militia, and also that some slDali
p;'rties are assembling in Cumberland County.

By Captain Murray, who is just returned from his im-
prisonment, we are infol'med that Messrs. John, Andrew,
and William Allen, are at Trenton. The fact I su ppose is
to be depended on, as Captain 1J;lurmy is acquainted wilh
them, and saw 'em himseJf, according to the rep01't he has
made.

I have the honour
most obedient sel'\'ant,

to be, ,,,,ith great esteem, sir, your

Go. WASHINGTON.

Germantown, December 13, 1776.

My DEAR GENERAL: It gives me the most pung~mt pain
to inform your Excellency of the sad strol~e Ame:lca must
feel in the loss of General Lee, who was thIs mormng taken
by the enemy neal' Vea!town. He orde~ed m~ yesterday
morningto march for this place early, which I £11£1, and by
some fatality he was inrillced to go to Barnett's Town, nea~er
the enemy by three miles tha n we were. Some Tones
noubtless ga ve information, and this morning seventy of the
Li"ht-Horse surrounded the house, and after a gallant re-
sistance by him and his domestics, he was made a priso,ner.
I have taken every step to regain him, but a1most despaIr of
it. I received your Excellency's letters to. ~im of the 10th
and 11th instant, and sha1\ endeavour to Jom the Army as
soon as possible. A French gentleman, whose name is
wrote on the cover that encloses this, (Captain De Verne-

joul,) behaved \Vith great bravery in defending the General;
ann had his advice been taken, the General would have
escaped.

Dear General, I most heartily sympathize with you and
my country in this affecting loss; and am your most obe-
dient servant, JNO. SULLIVAN.
His Excellency General Washington.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SULLIVAN.
.Head-Quarters, at Keith's, December 15th, 1776,

DI~AR SIR: About one o'clock to-day I received your
letter of the 13th, and sincerely regret, with )'ou, the un-
hapl)Y fate of General Lu. I know his feelings upo~ t~e
occasioll, and I know the loss our country mllst sustam m
his captivity. The event has happen~d, and I refer you. to
the several letters which I had wrote hIm, and to one which
now goes to Lord Stirling, and to my Lord himself, who, I
presume, is with you, and who was fully possessed of my
ideas when he left [Pie, for the measures you and he may
judge necessary to adopt.

I am, dear sir, &c.,

To Major-General Sullivan.

Go. WASHINGTON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF

SA FETY.

Head.Quarters, Bucks County, 15th December, 1776,

GENTLElI1EN:With the utmost regret I must inform you
of the loss our Army has sustained by the ca ptivity of Gen-
eral Lee who was made a prisoner on the morning of the
13th, by' a party of seventy or the enemy's Light-Horse,
near a place called Vealtown, In the Jeneys. For, th~ par-
ticulars, I refer you to the enclosed /i"omGe.neral,~ulbval1.

The spirit of disaffection that a~pears m this cou;Jl.ry,
I think deserves your serious attentIon. Instead of gIVIng
any assistance in repellinIT the enemy, the Militia have not
only refused to obey yourOgeneral summons and that of their
commandinO'officers, but I am told exult at the appl'Oach ofb ,

rthe enemy and our late n1lSlOrtunes.
I bea leave to submit to your consideration, whether such

people ~re to be trusted with a~ms in their hands. If they
will not use them for us, there IS the greatest reason to ap-
prehend ther will again~t us, if. opportunity, o!fers. Bu~
even supposmg they claImed a rl~ht of remaml!1~ neut:r:
in my opinion we ought not to hesitate a n:oment, m, tal\l!1g
their arms which will be so much wanted III furl1lslJlng the
new Ievie:. If such a step meets your appl'Obation, I leave
it to you to determine upon the mode. .If you think fit.to
empower me, I will undertake to have It don~ as speed,!y
and effectually as possible. You ,?ust be se~slble .that the
utmost secrecy is necessary, both In you~ d~hberatlo~s on,
and in the execution of, a matter of tbls kmd; for If the
thin" snou1d take wind, the arms would presently be eon-
vey:d beyond our reach, or rendered useles~. .

Your favours of the 13th and J4th mstant are tlus
moment come to my hands. I am glad to find.' from. the
latter that the Militia of Lancaster County are III motion;
and I' am in hopes that General1J;lijflin's appearan.ce in tl~e
different Counties will have as good an effect as It had m
Philadelphia. I have received information that the body
of the enemy which lay at Pennington, under. Lord Cor~-
wallis moved this momina back towards Prmcetown; If
so, it 'looks as if they wer: going into qua~ters; and II!is
corresponds with the account brought last mght by a prlS-
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oner, a servant belonging to General Vaughan's family, who
says he heard his master talk of going soon into winkr quar-
ters. The body, that lay at Trenton, are likewise filing off
towards Allentowli and Bordentown, with their baggage j
which makes me conjecture they are taking the road to
South-Amboy. I have a number of small parties out to
make discoveries; and if the motions of the enemy are
really such as 1 have mentioned above, I shall soon have
information of it. In the mean time, my troops are so sta-
tioned as to prevent them ii'om crossing the river at any
place without our knowledge. But I am in great hopes
that the disappointment in boats, and the lateness of the
season, which now begins to put on the face of winter, will
prevent tlH'ir making any attempt upon Philadelphia till
spring. This, however, should not in the least slacken
your exertions in making the necessary preparations for the
fortification and defence of the rity, by land and water; for
you may be assured that will be their first and great object
in the spring.

I have the honour to be, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.

To the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania.

GENERAL SULLIVAN TO GENERAL HEATH.

SIR: I have altered my route to Easton, where I nOW
intend to cross Delaware if possible this night, as I hava
intelligence of a large body of the enemy being about
twenty miles yesterday afternoon on my left. They may
possibly intercept )'our march, therefore would advise you
to take no notice of my line of march here, but foHowthe
straightest direction to Easton. This, I am informed, is
from Morris- Town to Black River, thence to or near
Hackett's Town, thence to Easton is, I am told, a good
road to facilitate your march.

Dear sir, I am your most obedient servant,
JNO. SULLIVAN.

:Major-General Heath.

COLONEL MOYLAN TO GENERAL HEATH.

Morristown, 15th December, 1776,

l\h D~ARGENERAL:I bad hopes of meeting you or
Gates at this place, but am informed that you are at or
about Topan; that General Gates is passed across the
country higher up. My business was to push on Lee's and
Gates's armies to join with General Washington.. I have
hopes that they will both effect it, though I must own I have
my apprehensions of those under Sullivan being intercepted,
except he puts in execution what I recommended to him,
which was to make a forced march yesterday, to get to the
ferry last evening; if he did, the troops could be got across
in tbe night. As it was but eighteen miles from the place
he was at, it might have been executed, and he could have
sent his baggage higher up the river, to the place where
Gates wiJIcross. 1 had no orders for you. What the Gen-
eral gave me in command was, to proceed to General Lee,
to push him forward. The day I carne up with his Army
was the day when he was so unfortunately taken prisoner.
1 was to proceed from him to push on Greaton's, Bond's,
Porter's, Patterson's, Stark's, Poor's, ann Reed's, which,
I suppose, are with Gates and Arnold. I will follow this
day, if I can find out theil' \'Oute,which is a very difficult
matter. Should you come this way with your troops, it will
be necessary to send some person two days before you,
to provide bread and other provisionsfor you; without this,
you will find this place very destitute of all sorts of neces-
'saries. There is neither bay or grain fOl'your horses. .

God bless you, my dear General; believe me your assured,
humble sen'ant, S 1\1TEPHEN .OYI.AN.

.Monday night j that their enemies then threw into the stable,
in a confused manner, as if to so many hogs, a quantity of old
biscuit, broken al1n in crumbs, mostly moulded, and some oC
it crawling with maggots, which they were obliged to scram-
ble for,without any divisionj that the next day they had a
little pork given to each of them, which they were obliged to
eat raw, and that afterwards they got sometimes a bit of pork,
and at other times biscuit, peas, and rice. Being confined
about two weeks in a church in New- York, that afterwards
they were carried on board a ship, where about five hun-
dred of them were confined below deck; that during their
confinement they suffered greatly with cold, not being al-
lowed any fire; that they are all along treated with the
greatest indignity, and insulted by soldiers, by the inhabit-
ants of New- York, by numbers of women, and even by
negroes; that great numbers died in this confinement, some
times three, sometimes four, or more, every day, and one
day nine died j and that they themselves are in a frail state
of health, occasioned by this barbarous usage; and many of
them who were released died upon the road before they
reached home.

S YAMUEL OUNG,
WILLIAM HOUSTON.

Sworn before us, December 15th, 1776:
ROBERT SMITH, }116'. tJ P lr.Llmsers.

AMES ROUDFOOT,

James Shannon in all things says the same, except as to
his present state of health, which is now good, though for-
merly very poor, and declares he cannot write.

Samuel Young, being solemnly sworn after the manner
used in Scotland, by lifting up the right hand, and interro-
gate, deposeth, &c.

:Mr. William Houston, being sworn in the same manner,
deposeth in every thing the same as Samuel Young, above.

William Houston, James Shannon, also sworn in the same
manner, says the same, &c.

William Darlington, a private in Captain Wallace's com-
pany of the Flying-Camp of Pennsylvam:a, on his solemn
oath, testified, that they, the prisoners, were very roughly
used at Harlaem, on their way from Fort Washington to
New- York; that at New- York eight hundred of them were
stowed into a house called New-Bridewell; that it was a
cold, open house, the windows not glazed; that on the

Monday they received their provisions; that they had not
?l1e mo?thful from early on the unfortunate Saturday morn-
mg untIl then; that then, and so on afterwards, their rations
for three days, each individual, were one half pound of biscuit,
half a pound of pork, a half pint of peas, half a gill of rice,
and half an ounce of butter; the whole not more than enough
for one good meal; that they were defrauded of this petty
allowance, two days' rations, each week; that they had no
straw or hay to. lie on; and no fuel, but one cart-load, per
week, for the eIght hundredmen; that at nine of the clock
at evening, the Hessian guards would come in and put
out the fires, and Jay on the poor prisoners with heavy clubs
for sitting ~ound the fire; that the water was very bad, as
well as their bread, beyond all comparison bad, except once
goo~ bi:cuit, and once good,baker's bread; that they bega~
to die like rotten sheep, wnh cold, hunl1er, and dirt' that
those p.risoners who had any good weari;g apparel, s~ch as
bucksklll breeches or good coats, were necessitated to sell
them, to purchase bread to kee~ them alive; that the enemy
seemed to take a kind of infernal pleasure in their sufferings.

Signed by WM. DARLINGTON.

GENERAL J;IEATH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Hackensack, December 15th, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: On the 12th insta'nt I reached Tapan,
and yesterday made a forced march to this place with so
much secrecy and despatch that the inhabitants had no

DEPOSITIONS RELATIVE TO THE CONDUCT AND BEHAVIOUR knowledge of my coming~ The enemy had left the town
OF THE BRITISH ARMY. some days since,except five, whom we took; two of them

Samuel Young, being solemnly sworn and interrogate: sick. We have taken about fifty of the disaffected and
That he was taken prisoner at Fort .Washington,by the about fifty or sixty muskets,the gl'eater part of whicl~had
English Army,on Saturday, the dayof ; that he been taken from the Whigs, as is supposed, and stored. At
was carried a few miles with the other prisoners that night, the dock we found one sloop, loaded with hay, house furni-
and kept in some out-houses till ~Monday,when they came tme, some spirits, &c., which we have this day unloaded.
to New-York, and therewereconfined,heand others,to the A brig, loaded,run down the river about seven miles and
number of about five hundred, in a stable, and that all this gotaground. I am afi'aidthat we shall not be able to s~cure
while they had no vjctuals given them of any kind till the the effects. A schooner, loaded with hay, furniture, &c.,

FIFTH SERIES.- V OL. III. 78
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which had sailed from the dock, ran on the bank of the river,
the wind being very fresh, and in the night overset, by which
the goods were damaged, if not lost.

Two or three companies have been raising here and in
the vicinity, and field officers appointed; one Buskark Col-
onel. At his hOllse we found fifty barrels of flollr, a number
of hogsheads of rum, &c.; and at one Brown's, who is
Lieutenant-Colonel, about one thousand pounds of cheese,
&c. One Ten Penny is Major. They are all gone down
to York, to have matters properly settled, get ammunition,
arms, lite., and were to have returned on yesterday. I
believe we have luckily disconcerted them. Such of the
inhabitants as are friendly receive us with joy, but are almost
afraid to speak their sentiments; and indeed little or no in-
telligence can be got from the inhabitants. The disaffected
have sent down a petition for troops to protect them, and
expect them every moment, (as they say;) and by some
reports from New- York, several regiments are in motion,
and their destination said to be up by the' North River.
This report is so much credited that I think it will be rather
hazardous to move the troops which I have in this neigh-
bourhood much more to the westward, as I shall thereby
leave the passage on the back of Fort Montgomery too
much exposed. I think, therefure, after having secured
every thinO' here, to move to Paramus, at least for a few
days, as tcan from that place protect this part of the COll[)-
try, and should they attempt the pass in the mountains, be
beforehand of them.

Colonel Vose, with the three regiments from Ticonderoga,
have marched to the neighbourhood of Chatham, where they
will arrive, I suppose, this night or to-morrow. I shall move
in such manner as best to protect the country and harass the
enemy . Your Excellency is sensible that General Wards-
worth's brigade go home in a few days, and I cannot learn
that any Militia are coming from Connecticut.

I should be glad to know if your Excellency has wrote
to the State of Massachusetts-Bay for any number of their
Militia, and whether they are expected.

I reO'ret the loss of the brave General Lee, and much
'"more the manner in which he was taken.

If the enemy should not be able to pass the Delaware, I
think they will take a turn this way. Several thousands
landed at Elizabeth- Town on yesterday, or the day before,
and General Howe has lately gone after the Army to your
quarter.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, your Excel-
lency's most humble servant, W. HEATH.

His ExceHency General Washington.

COLONEL HAY TO TIlE C.OMMANDING on'ICER AT PARAMUS.

Haverstraw, December 15th, 1776.

Sm: Agreeable to orders from the honourable Major-

General Heath, I have sent to Paramus a drove of cattle
for the use of the Continental Army, by Captain Hyatt. I
request that the cattle may be killed as soon and as fast as
possible, that Captain Hyatt may not be detained; and if he
can't dispose of the hides and tallow, please order a wagon
to bring them back; for if they are lost, it will be a loss to
the Continent.

I am, sir, with esteem, yclur most obedient servant,
A. HAWKES HAY.

COLONEL HAY TO GENERAL HEATH.

Haverstraw, December 15th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Just this moment I received your orders to
send you down fifty barrels of flour, thirty of pork, and four
bushels of salt. I am sorry to acquaint you that it is not in
nty power to comply with the orders, as I have neither pork
nor salt; and cannot get any wagons, as all the wagons
belonging to this neighbourhood are already in the service
with General Lee.

If I had the above-mentioned articles, I should not know
where to send them. In Major Huntington's letter he de-
sires me to forward them to Paramus; and in a note that is
enclosed in the letter writes thus: "The General does not
think it safe that any more articles should be sent through
Paramus, but prefer it being sent through Kakiate."

The gentlemenon board the /lag of truce are very an1{-

ions to know if they are to be favoured with their wives and
children.

I congratulate you on your late success; and may God
crown all your endeavours with success.

The Militia are not a1l yet c01lected. General Clinton
came down this day, and I suppose will soon join you. My
regiment is not ordered out.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant,
A. HAWKES HAY.

To the Hon. Major-General Heath, Hackensack.

COLONEL HAY TO GENERAL HEATH.

Haverstraw, December 15th, 1776.

DEARSIR: Yesterday afternoon I received your orders
to send down to Tappan thirty barrels of flour, and to Para-
mus eighty barrels of flour and thirty barrels of pork. I have
myself, and two hands that I hired, beenoUt all night, and
cannot get any teams to convey the flour to Paramus. A1I
the wagons and horses are already in the service with Gen-
eral Lee. We found a few ox-teams, but their owners will
not let themgo; and I havenobodyhereto take them away
by force. I am at a loss what to do. I must beg your
advice ill this affair. As for pork I have none. If you
want beef, I can send you down plenty of that article.
This day Captain Hyat sets out to Paramus with a drove
of cattle.

It is out of my department to press teams; but I have
hitherto done it, to forward our glorious cause, and have been
at vast expenses and trouble, without any assurance of even
being repaid my expenses; therefore must request tbat you
wi1l be so good as to desire the Quartermaster-General to
appoint one on this side of the river to transact that branch
of business. I would willingly accept of that berth if I WaS

appointed, and duly supplied with money to payoff the
charges, provided I w~s allowed a reasonable recompense
for the great trouble I have had, and what I may expect to
have.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant,
A. HAWKES HAY.

Major-General Heath, at Tappan.
P. S. I havesent thirty barrels of flour to Tappan.

AI.BERT PAWLING TO COLONEL DUBOIS.

Fort Constitution, December 15, 1776.

SIR: Mr. Philip Hoornbeck, Sergeant in Captain Kart-
wright's company, my father's regiment, being desirous to
continue in the service, provided he may be provided for in
your regiment, I think bim a worthy man, and to my certain
knowledge has faithfully discharged his duty in tbe capacity
he served in. I mentioned his name to General Clinton,
and informed him of his inclination, who desired me to write
to you, in order to procure him an appointment; which I
should be glad you would do, of either a Lieutenancy or
Ensign.

I have nothing new, only I am now on my way thus far
to the Jerseys, therefore conclude with my kind respects to
you, and remain yours, &c.,

ALBERT PAWLING.

Colonel Lewis Dubois, Fishkills.

LADY JOHNSON TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Fishkill Landing, December 15th.

SIR: I enclose a pass from the Committee at Albany,
and beg the favour of one to proceed with Captain Jt'Ian to
M.~~ MJ. OHNSON.

To the Hon. Pierre Van Cortlandt, President of the Con-
vention of the State of New- York.

JUDITH BRUCE TO NEW-YORK. CONVENTION.

Fishkill Landing, December 15th.

SIR: I enclose a pass from the Committee at Albany, and
beg the favour of one to proceed to New- York with Ca ptain
A'[an. J BUDITH . RUCE.

To the Hon. Pierre Van Cortlandt, President of the Con-
vention of the State of Nev;- York.
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ANTHONY RUTGERS TO COMMITTEE OF ARRANGEMENT.

FishkiJI, December 15th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I heg leave to recommend loyour particular
attention Lieutenant Corneli1ts Becker. He is a very active
young man, and well disciplined; has served this campaign,
and is now in service as a Lieutenant of Captain Lyon's
company, in the First New- York Regiment of Continental
troops, in GenerallWcDougall's brigade.

I also beg leave to recommend Henry Becker, Jun., as
an Ensign. He is a very active young fellow, well used to
fire-arms, though he has never been in the service.

I am, respectful1y, gentlemen, your humble servant,
ANTH'y RUTGERS.

To the Hon. James Duane and John Jay, Esquires, and to
Rob't Yates, Wm. Duer, Charles De Witt, Robert Har-
per, Jacob Cuyler, and Lewis Graham, Esqs., Committee
for arranging Battalions.

JAMES YANCEY TO COMMITTEE AT BENNINGTON.

Albany, 15th December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Agreeable to request of yours by letter
handed by Mr. Clark, your express, I sent you four hundred
pounds, which informed you of by letter forwarded same
time.

The Commissary-General fOl' the Northern Department
has ordered flour, &c., &c., to be stored in Bennington, by
:MI'. Farmsworth, who resides at that place. I think it
might produce some difficulty were I to contract at present
for any flour at Bennington, as Mr. Farmsworth doubtless
will be able to receive all the flouryou or he can procure at
that place. I therefore take this opportunity of informing
that I have left your receipt for the above-written sum, with
Elisha Avery, Esq., Commissary-Generalfor this district,
who will settle with you for what flouryou was kind enough
to forward to me at Tyconderoga.

If any flour remains on hand, you will draw it to his or-
ders. A hogshead of flour, which was forwarded to me,
lies on the road, (as I am informed;) I must entreat you to
have it secured, or delivered to Captain Farmsworth.

Please make out your account, and settle as Elisha Avery
may direct. He will pay you, gentlemen, if a balance is
due, and receive what may be coming to me.

The situation of my affail'shas been such that it was out
of my power to pay that polite attention your patriolick spirit
merits. The hurry I am in at present, in proceeding on
publick business, prevents my paying you a visit which I in-
tended.

As soon as I may return to my post, I will call on you,
when I may in person have the honour of acknowledging
the most earnest desire of convincing you how much, gen-
tlemen, I am your most humble servant,

J AS. Y ANC,EY,Deputy Commissary.

To the Committee of Safety.

G,EORGE MEASAM TO GENERAL GATES.

[Read to the Board the 15th January.]

Ticonderoga, December 15th, 1776.

SIR: I have not been able to put the troops in any toler-
able order with respect to clothing, to enable them to do the
fatigue of a soldier in these frozen regions. This day three
men are returned frost bit. It gives me pain to see our men
so badly clothed, which is the reason I have not been able
to return to Albany to regulate that department and Fort
Schuyler, and write you from thence as [expected. Provi-
dence sent some pedlers to the camp with thread. I have
bought it, and am making up the clothes in store into such
necessaries as they are capable of making and most wanted,
without which the men must many of them perish, for I have
not received any kind of clothing from Albany, or any other
place, since you left this garrison. The shoes and stockings
(much wanted) which Lieutenant Lucas informed me were
on the road, are not come to hand.

Fearing I shall not be able to return to Albany soon
enough to make a general return of clothing wanted for a1l
the Northern Department in the spring, I judge it the interest
of this State to transmit for your perusal a return of cloth-
ing wanted fo!_!his garrison, in order for you to lay it before. . I 1 11,1' ,

with such alterations as you will be pleased to make, and
the necessity of the times may require, hoping all that can
be got will, for the credit of the Army and interest of the
States; for when a soldier wants for nothing his duty may
with strictness be required. Upon these principles I shaH
conduct myself in the execution of my office; and in obe-
dience to a resolve of Congress, shall transmit to all the
States north of Maryland (they being likely to send troops
to this department) copies of the enclosed return for their
guide, to be proportioned according to the nm)lbet.of troops
each State shall send to compose the Northern Army.

I am, with al1 respect, sir, your most obedient and most
humble servant, G MEO. EASAM.

To Major-General Gates.

P. S. Yesterday the violence of the wind parted the
bridge to Mount Independence, and this day the lake froze
across strong enough to walk over. The boom was carried
away soon after you left the garrison. If General Arnold
is with you I beg my compliments. I have received his
letter respecting my saddle.

GEORGE MEASAM TO Nj;:W-YORK COM~nTTEE OF SAFETY.

Ticonderoga, December 15, 1776.

SIR: The Congress having done me the honour of ap-
pointing me Commissary of Clothing for the Northern Army,
it is therefore my duty to send for your government a return
of clothing wanting for the troops III this department. But
as I have not the detail of the troops each State will furnish
for this department in the spring, I cannot at present fur-
nish you with a particular return of the clothing wanted
from your State; nor have I been able to complete the
regulation of this office, and clothe the troops wintering here,
so as to return to Albany, to make a general return for all
the Northern Department; therefore fearing such delavs
should be injurious to the publick service, I send you the e~-
closed return for this particular post, that your Government
may have time to provide the clothing for their troops to be
ordered to the Northern Department, and regulate the same
with regard to numbers agreeable to the enclosed return.

I beg leave to transmit for your Government also a copy
of the resolve of Congress relative to the establishment of
this office; and am, with al1 regard, sir, yours and the pub-
lick's most obedient and faithful servant, .

GEO. MEASAM.

To the honourable the President of the Convention for the
State of New- York.

. .

[Sa.me to Massachus~lts Assembly, a.nd New-Hampshire Assembly.]

BALTIMORE COMMITTEE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

In Committee, Baltimore, 16th December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Enclosed we send you a list of the com-
panies which compose Colonel Cockey's battalion; but as
there has been some differeI1ce in the choice of Captain
Cockey's subalterns, and the matter not yet determined, we
must wait until they have another choice. Weare of
opinion that sending commissions agreeable to this list would
be serving the common cause.

Weare, gentlemen, your humble servant. Per order,
JAS. CALHOUN, Chqirman.

The honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.

CAPTAIN COOK TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, December 16th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:In my absence Captain Nicholson bor-
rowed sixty-five of the ship's small-arms, so that there is but
few left. I shall endeavour to procure arms for the men.
If they are not to be got, will not wait, as I imagine we can
be suppliedat the Head of Elk or Philadelphia. I flatter
myself tbat the greatest part of my company will go with
cheerfulness. I shall lose no time, but set off as quick as
possible.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient
servant, .

G CEO. OOK.

The ~onourablethe Council of Safety of Maryland, Annap-
_7..
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JAMES CLAYPOOLE TO MARYI.AND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Chester-Town, 16 December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:I have sent per Rock-Hall boat one hogs-
bead, containing two hundred pair shoes, and expect to send
two lmnored pair more in four weeks. I have been disap-
pointed in hands, or. should have complied more fully with
my contract, which I' hope you'll excuse. If you think
proper to let me llave one hundred pounds, should be greatly
obliged by you sending it to me per first opportunity.

From vour humble servant, J C LJ AMES LAYPOO E.

To the Pregident of the Council of Safety, lUaryland.

THOMAS JOHNSON, JUN., TO MARYLAND COlTNCIL OF SAFETY.

Frederick-Town, 16th December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Your letter of the 14th instant, by expres!'!,
came to me this moment,twelve o'clock, and I shall not
Jose a minute in sending to the Co]onel as you direct. I
am afraid we shaH be able to arm only a small proportion of
the men, these parts having been much drained of arms, and
those of the Flying Camp who have returned having left
their gnns behind them.

I am told no Field Officers are yet appointed to the bat-
talion of which 'Wellswas recommended to be Colonel. If
there's no capital objection, I wish the commissions were
sent. I would not obtrude advice, but if no steps are
already taken for the purpose, I wish to submit to your
consideration whether it would not be well to remove our
magazine further into the country. It appears to me if our
enemies succeed against Philadelphia, our stock of powder
may be an object.

I intended to have set out in the morning for Baltimore,
but shall now wait till I heal' from you, 01'am well-informed
of a considerable change in our affairs.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
TH. JOHNSON, Jun.

To the honourable Council of Safety of Maryland.

ROBERT MORRIS TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read December 20,1776: Referred to Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Wilson,
Mr. Harrison, and Mr, S. Adams.]

Philadelphia, December 16, 1776.

SIR: The enclosed letter from General Wooster was
delivered to me by Mr. Walton. It contradicts the report
respecting Rhode-Island, mentioned in my last, and I am
glad of it; but it still appears as if that was Mr. Clinton's
object.

I take the liberty to enclose you a letter I received yes-
terday from Colonel Cadwalader, and am truly sorry to add
that the intelligence respecting General Lee comes con-
firmed through another channel, with several circumstances
that stagger my faith, although I was yesterday very un-

. wi1Jingto give credit to Mr. Symes's and Captain Murmy's
stories. The person who came to town last night has been
examined by the Council of Safety, who, as I am told, be-
lieve his account. Being out of town yesterday, I have not
seen any of them or him, therefore am not master of all the
particulars; but he reports that some of the Tories had given
notice to the enemy that the General lodged at a certain
house five miles distant from his Army. In consequence,
a party of Light-Horse, about fifty, surrounded the house at
daybreak. The General had an Aid-de-Camp and ten men
with him; they defended themselves in the house for two
hours, when the men offered to surrender, alleging that the
General was not there. They answered, they knew he was
in that house, and if he did not immediately surrender him-
self, they would burn the house and him in it. In short, the
General was obliged to appeal', and he promised to surren-
der on condition they would treat him like an officer and a
gentleman. The moment they got him they mounted him
on a horse and galloped off with him, not even allowing him
time to get his hat, nor did they take any of his party, but
left them to do as they pleased. The Aid-de-Camp is
wounded. These are the only"particulars that I ha\'c heard,
and I do not pretend to vouch for the truth of tbem, but
pray Heaven the whole may be a fiction. The loss of
General Lee at this time is in itself a severe stroke, and the
effect it will have on tbe spirits of our shattered Army will
add greatly to it.

The express I sent to General Washington is returned,
and brings me a letter /i'om him, of the 14th, at night. He
was then some miles beyond Corielrs Ferry, but says
nothing to me respecting the military operations.

The enclosed letter forMessrs. Ada7n$, Gerry, Ellel'Y' and
Whipple, came under co\'er, and Mr. Peters has desired me
to send the letter from the Governour of Virginia.

The sudden departure of tbe Congress from this place
seems to be a matter of much speculation, and people who
judge by events, think they have been too precipitate. Be
that as it may, many things are thrown into great confusion
by it; and I find ample employment in applying remedies
wherever I can. The unfinished business of the Marine
and Secret Committees, 1 intend to confine myself to; but
I hear so many complaints and see so much confusion from
other quarters, that I am obliged to advise in things not
committed to me. Circumstanced as our affairs now are, I
conceive it better to take liberties and assume some powers,
than to let the general interest suffer. Much money is
wanted for the publick service, and it must be St~nt up
immediately, as the Militia of our country are at length
turning out, and call for the advance. The lower parts of
New-Jersey are also in motion, and they want money.
The troops returned from Canada call aloud for their pay,
and they should ha \'1' it instantly, as they very generally
promise to reinlist when they have spent what is due to
them.

Mr. Smith, the loan officer, is not here, or I believe it
would be in my power to procure a good deal of money
through that channel. On his return I will assist all in my
power.

I suppose Congress will not determine on a hasty return
to this place, nor do I think it advisable, until the enemy
are actually gone into winter quarters, for a severe frost
may in a few hours enable them to cross Delaware, above
the falls, so that if they remain in that neighbourhood, YOll
would here be subject to perpetual alarms. At the same
time it may be depended on, tbat great inconveniences will
arise daily in every department during your absence. To
remedy this as much as possible, I think a Committee
should be sent here, with such powers as Congress may
judge proper, in order that tbey may regulate the business

.
of the Continent necessary to be done here. There is the
greatest scene of confusion in the management of the Con-
tinental horses, wagons, and expresses, that ever was ex-
hibited. It was bad enough before Congress departed, but
it is ten times worse now; and Jacob lIittziemer, a very
honest man, will run mad soon if not properly assisted or
relieved in this department. In short, the Committee you
send should have fuB powers to do whatever may be neces-
sary to put e\"ery department on a systematick footing. Mr.
Clymer, Mr. Walton, and myself, will bestir ourselves, and
advise or assist in s!]ch things as we think absolutely neces-
sary, until you appoint a Committee. And as the Board
of War did not leave any orders for their Secretary, we have
desired him to stay and assist us until he. receives orders.
W ~ hope the Board wiB excuse us fOl"taking this liberty,
as Mr. Peters \ViII be useful here. The Committee must
have the command of money to answer various purposes, as
the caBs for it are loud, ]arge, and constant. Sbould the
enemy retire to Brunswick or New- York, it may, and]
believe wiB, be best for Congress to return as soon as that
is certain. Upon the appearance of their retiring, I have
detained the cruisers intended to tUl'n inward-bound vessels
from our Capes, and shall not send them unless the scene
changes again, and it should be evident this city must fall
into their hands. Captain Alexander is come down from
cam p, and we are at work on the Delaware; but jf the
enemy go back, I will attempt the getting her regularly
fitted for sea.

I have despatched the ship laden with tobacco for
France; but in the present sitUation of things, it did not
seem eligible to write on political subjects to any of our
.agents there. If fortune will once more smile on us, I will
find opportunities to communicate the glad tidings.

You will please to receive herewith sundry French letters
lately brought here by Mons. Coleaux, who wiH visit you in
Baltimore in due time. As I do not recollect any members
of Congress tbat are perfect masters of the French, I put
them in the hands of Paul Fooks, the sworn interpreter,
and his translations go with the originals. I also send here-
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with some letters to the Marine Committee, particularly a
very pleasing .one from Captain Jones, of the Alfred.

I have sent to General Putnam 10 infarm him .of this
express, and am now expecting his despatches.

The papers and boaks .of the Marine Cammittee, Secret
Cammittee, and Committee .of Correspondence, I sent to
Christeen, with a proper person ta take care .of them; so
they are convenient either fOl'this place or Baltimore.

I shaJl take the liberty to address you whenever occur-
rences require it; and with sincere regard, remain, sir, your
obedient, humble servant, R 11."-OBT. mORRIS.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of Congress.

ROBERT MORRIS TO THE COMMITTEE OF SECRET CORRE-
SPONDENCE.

Philadelphia, December 16th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Since I wrote the President this morning,
a young gentleman came up from Chincoteague, where he
had landed out of the slaap Independence, Captain Young,
belanging ta the Cantinent. This slaop was from Marti-
nico, bound hither, but was chased into that place by a large
frigate. The sloop has on board a quantity of blankets,
coarse cloths, and near one thousand muskets, which I will
take care of. Captain Young staid behind, sick, and she
is now cammanded by Lieutenant Robinson, wha had na
paper to write an, but sent up word he wauld pl1sh raund
far this place soan as he cauld. The goods are what was
.ordered by the Secret Committee, and the Andrew Doria
will bring a good cargo from St. Eustatia, where she is ar-
rived. The Sachem is abo arrived at 1}1artinico,but no
news yet from Mons. Hortalez.

You have enclosed the lellers /i'om Mr. Bingham and
Mr. Deane; the latter complaining, as I have long expected
he would, for want of advices and remittances. In shOl't,if
the Congress mean to succeed in this contest, they must pay
good executive men to do their business as it ought to be,
and n'at lavish miJlionsaway by their own mismanagement.
I say mismanagement, because no man living can attend the
daily deliberations of Congress and da executive parts .of
business at the same time. I do aver there will be more
money lost, totally lost, in horses, wagons, cattle, &c., &c.,
for want of sufficient number of proper persons to laok
after them, than woulrl have paid all the salaries Payne ever
did or ever will grumble at. Mr. Deane has had a hard
!'iituation. I foretold it long since; and unless you employ
some man of talents to collect materials and keep the Com-
missioners abroad constantly informed of what is passing
here, you never will have that cansequence, nor yaur agents
that dignity, they aught to have.

I should be glad you would return me these leIters, or
copies .of them, and I will reply from hence. They have
been with me but a few minutes, and I will not keep the
express any longer, as 1 expect yau are hungry as hawks
after news from France. I cannot keep a copy of this; but
in haste remain, very sincerely, gentlemen, your devoted,
humble servant, RonT. MORRIS.

To the honourable the Committee of Secret Correspondence.

WARRANT FOR CmlMITMENT OF ~IATHEW MCHUGH.

LANCASTERCounty, in the '( S t
State oj PENNSYLVANIA, 5

c.

To the Keeper of the Common Jail at Lancaster,
[L. s.] in the County of Lancaster, aforesaid:

These are in the name of the State of Pennsylvania afare-
said, to command you thaI you receive into YOllr custody
and jail the body of Mathew McHugh, late of Lebanon
town, in said County, Innho]der, taken and brought before
me for suspicion of being inimical to the freedom of America;
and, upon examination, he declaring repeatedly" that with
both his hands he is against independence declared by the
American States against the tyrannical proceedings of Great
Britain." Wherefore you are safely to keep the said ]}lathew
McHugh in your said Jail until he shall be regularly dis-
charged by the Council of Safety, or a Comminee thereof.

Given under my hand and seal, the 16th day of Decem-
ber,1776. JOHN THORNE.

To the Constable of Lebanon, and such Assistants as he
may lawfully call upon on tbis emergent occasion.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 26th.]

Head-Quarters, Keith's, December 16;1776.

SIR: In a late letter which I had the honour of address..
ing yau, I took the liberty to recommend that mare battal-
ions should be raised for the new Army than what had been
vot.ed for. Hn'ing fully considered the'matter, I am more
and mare canvinced, nat .only of the propriety, but .of the
necessity of the measure. That the enemy will leave noth-
ing unessayed in the course .of the next campaign ta reduce
tbese States to the rule of a most lawless and insufferable
tyranny, must be ob\'ious ta everyone; and that the Militia
is not to be depended upon, .or aid expected from 'em but
in cases of the most pressin!!; emergency, is not ta be doubted.
The first of the~e propositions is unquestionable, and fatal
experience has given her sanction to the truth of the latter.
Indeed, their lethargy .of late, and backwardness to turn out
at this alarming crisis, seem ta justify an apprehension that
nothing Can bring them from their hames. Far want of
their assistance, a large part .of Jersey has been exposed to
ravage and to plunder; nor do I know tbat Pennsylvania
would share a better fate could Gen,eral Howe effect a pas-
sage across the Delaware with a respectable force. These
consideratians have induced me to wish that nO reliance,
except such as may arise from necessity,sbould ever be bad
in them again; and to make further mention to Congress of
the expediency of increasing their Army. I trust the meas-
sure will meet their earliest attentian.

Had I leisure, and were it necessary, I could say much
upon this bead; but as I have not, and the matter is well
understood, I will not add much. By augmenting the num-
ber of your battalions, you will augment your force. The
officers of each will have their interest and influence; and,
upon the whole, their numbers will be mucb greater, though
they should not be complete. Added to this, from the
preserft confused state .of Jersey, and the improper appoint-
ment of officers in many instances, I have little or no expect-
ation that she will be able to raise all the troops e1\.acted
from her, though I think it migbt be done were suitable,
spirited 'gentlemen commissianed, who would exert them-
selves and encourage the people, many of whom, for a fail-
ure in this instance, and who are well disposed, are making
their submissions. In a word, the next will be a tryinO'
campaign; and as all that is dear and valuahle may depenct
upon the issue of it, I would ad~'ise that natbinO' should be
.omitted that sball seem necessary to our succe~s. Let us
have a respectable Army, and such as will be competent to
every exigency. I will also add, tbat the critical situatian
.of our affairs, and the dissolution of our present force, (now
at hand,) require that every nerve and exertion be em-
ployed for recruiting the new battalions. One part of Gen-
eral Howe's movements at this time I believe is with a design
to distract us, and prevent tbis business. If the inclemency
of the weather sbould force him into winter quarters, be will
not r(:'main there langeI' than necessity sball oblige bim. He
will commence his operations in a shOtt space of time, and
in that time our levies must be made up to oppose him, or I
fear tbe most melancholy of all events must take plac~

The enclosed extract of a letter from the Commissary-
General will show his demands for money, and bis plans
for pracuring salted provisions, and a quantity of flour from
the southward. The whole is submitted to the consideration
of Congress; and I wish the result of their .opinion to be
tl'ansmitted him, with such supplies of money as may be
necessary for bimself and the departments he mentions.

The clotbing of the troops is a matter of infinite im por-
tance, and, if it could be accamplished, would bave a happy
effect. Tbeir distresses are extremely great, many of 'ern
being entirely naked, and most so thinly clad as to be unfit
for service. I must entreat Congress to write to tbe agents
and contractors upon this subject, tbat every possible supply
may be procured and forwarded witb the utmost expedition.
I cannot attend to the business myself, having more than I
can possibly do besides.

I have the hanour to be, with great respect, sir, your most
obedient servant, Go. 'V ASHlNGTON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLaNEL TRUMBULL.

Head-Quarters, near Trenton, 16th December, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Your favour of the 13th instant came safe to
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hand. I have taken an extract of that part of it which re-
lates to the business of your department, and shall forward
it to Congress by the first opportunity. ~

can have no ?b-
jection to your going to New-!fJngland Instead of coming
this way, upon the representatlOll y?~ have made of. the
necessity and superiour adv~nta~e arJsm~ from you.r gomg;
and at the same time confidmg m your Judgment In deter-
mining upon that plan o~ conduct which will conduce most
to the benefit of the servIce.

I am glad to find you have been .l1!akingpreparations for
]ayinD' in a large supply ofsa1t provIsIons for the Army, and
appr;ve of your plan of sendi~g to Virginia for flour ~uring
the winter', as I don't see but It may be rendered practICable;
but these matters will doubtless be fully answered by Con-
gress when they receive the copy of your letter, as also the
necessary snpply of cash which you mention. In the mean
time I think it wi]] be very advisable for you to borrow
mon~y in the manne~' you propose, till you rec?ive tl~e neces-
sary supplies from Congress. Indeed, there 1Sso.h~tle ca:h
in the Paymaster's hands here at present, that It IS not III
my power to afford you any assistance in that particular.

As I conclude you have informed yourself sufficiently with
respect to the abilities and capacity of Mr. Wharton, I shall
make no objection to the appointment, ~ut only observ~ th~t,
circumstanced as aflhirs are at present m the Jerseys, It will
require an officer of much sagacity and dili~ence.to discharge
the duties of tbat office faithfu1ly and to satisfactIOn. I bave
enclosed you a Jist of such persons. in Virginia as I think
wi1l be most likely to supply you wIth flour on good terms.
Mr. Wharton's acquaintance there will also 11elp, probably,
to procure it with greater facility and despatch.

I thank you fOl' your condolence on the universal loss
America has sustained in the unfortunate captivity of Gen-
eral I..Iee, and am, with due regard, dear sir, yours, &c.,

Go. WASHINGTON.

To Col. Joseph Trumbull, Commissary-General Provisions.

Colonel John TaM, or Colone] Jno. Banister, on James
River.

Colonel Fielcling Lewis, on Rapehannock River.
Colonel Syme, upon York River.
Mr. Tkos. Lawson, upon Powtomack River.

. P. S. I shall send some money to General Heath for the
recruiting service.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL HEATH.

Head-Quarters, near Corryel's Ferry, December 16, 1776,

DEAR SIR: I received your favour of the 1] th instant, ad-
vising me of the march of Parsons's brigade fi'orn Peekskill
to join us. I am now to acquaint you, that from information
received of the enemy's movements, it appears to me that
they intend leaving this part of the country, and to retire
towards Brunswick, and the towns contiguous to it, perhaps
for the purpose of going into winter quarters, (if the whole
is not designed as a feint;) therefore there does not appear
the same necessity for your advancing as was conjectured
at th'e time my orders for your marching were determined
on. I, for this reason, should conceive it expedient that you
retUrn with Parsons's brigade to your former station; indeed,
the conduct of the forces, (as mentioned in your letter, and
the danger the Convention of New- York have represented
to me, which that State will be exposed to,) has rendered this
step the more necessary. You are to post these troops in
the most advantageous manner to answer the purposes of
defending the country from the incursions of the enemy, and
of curbing the insolence of the disaffected. However, pre-
vious to your departure from the Jerseys, I entirely agree
with you in sentiment, that the troops cannot be better em-
ployed than in surprising any of the enemy's posts, either at
Hackensack or the parts adjacent, that are so situated as to
admit of a strong probability of success. An enterprise of
this sort will encourage our fi'iends, and advance the recruit-
ing service, which is a circumstance of infinite importance.

As to Colonel Vose, with Greaton's, Bond's, and Porter's
regiments, I would choose tbey should move forward with all
possible expedition, to join General Gates. With respect to
the families of Mr. Inglis !lJ1dMr. Moore, who are desirous of
going to New- York, I cannot perceive any political objection,
as I should suppose they are capable of doing less mischief

there than by remaininD' in the country and giving intelligence
to the enemy. They" ought, however, to ,be informed that
they will on no account whatever be pel'llutted to return.

I am, deal' sir, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.
To Major-General Heath.

P. S. I beg you will encourage the r.ecruiting s~rvice by
every means in your power. I shall m a short time send
you money for the different recruiting officers.

RECRUITING ORDERS.

To ELISHASHELDON,Esq., Lientenant-Colonel and Com~
mandant of a regiment of Cavalry to be raised:

SIR: The Congress having thought fit to appoint you
Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant of a regiment of Horse to
be raised, and to empower me to appoint the officers under
you, reposing especial trust and confidence in you, and know-
ing how much your honour and reputation depends u~on ~he
proper choice, I am willing you should have the nommallon
of all the officers, (reserving to myself a negative of anyone
and all such as I shan think unfit for that service,) and doubt
not you will be particularly careful in fixing none but gen-
tlemen of true spirits and of good characters; observing, at
the same time, that gentlemen of fortune and reputable fam-
ilies generally make the most useful officers.

You are immediately to repair to the State of Connecticut,
and as soon as possible nominate your officers, and se~d them
out on the recruitinD' service. They are to be particularly
attentive to take no;e into the corps but young, light, active
men.

The privates are to receive twenty dollars bounty and
a suit of clothes on entering the service, and pay as per
schedule annexed. They are to be raised to serve during
the war, unless sooner discharged by Congress.

Each non-commissioned officer and private is to be fur-
nished with a good horse, saddle, bridle, and other accoutre-
ments belonging to the Horse service, at the expense of the
Continent; and I wjJ]recommend to Congress that the com-
manding officer be also furnished at the pu.blick exp~nse
with the same, but cannot absolute]y engage It, as I beheve
is it not customary. .

In procuring the horses, you are to have no stalhons,
mares, white or grey horses, but likely, serviceable trotters,
of sufficient size. It is expected you will purchase them at
the most reasonable rate, and not upon an average to exceed
one hundred doIJars per head, carefully describing and keep-
iner an exact accoUnt of tbe cost of each horse.

°Saddles, bridles, carbines, hroadswords, pistoJs, and every
other accoutrement necessary , (agreeable to a pattern here-
with (Jiven you,) )'OU will procure as cheap as possible.

Y;ur re<timent is to consist of one Major, an Adjutant,
Surgeon and Mate, and six Troops; to eac.h !roop one Cap-
tain, one Lieutenant, one Cornet, (commIssioned officers,)
one Quartermaster, two Sergeants, two Corporals, one Trum-
peter, one Farrier, and thirty-four Privates. . .

In order to enable you to defray the expense of ralsmg
and equipping this regiment, you are herewith furnished with
a warrant upon the Paymaster for the sum of fourteen thou-
sand dollars and a letter to Governour Trumbull to advance
you such fu:ther sums as maybe necessary, on Continen tal
account. In case of the latter failing, you are to advise me
of it. and if no publick money is to be had in that depart-
men: from a Paymaster to be appointed, send a careful
office\' for such sum or sums as may be wanted.

As fast as you can raise a~d equ!p a troop, they are to be
sent to the Army under my Immediate command, agreeably
to tbe resolution of Congress directing the raising of said
regiment. . .

Given at Head-Quarters, thIs 16th day of December,
1776. Go. WASHINGTON.
To Lieutenant-Colonel Elisha Sheldon.

-+-

Lt. Colonel
dant, -

Major, - -
Captain,
Lieutenants,
Cornets,
Adjutants, -

Lawful money.

and Comman-
£:22 lOs.

18 0
15 0
10 0
8 0

- 10 0

Lawful money,
Surgeon,- £0 Os.
Mate, - 0 0
Quartermaster,- - 5 0
Sergeant, - - 4 10
Corporal, - 3 0
Trumpeter,- - - 3 0
Private,- - - 2 10
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The above is the pay which his Exce1lency will recom-
mend Congress to establish for the officers of Colonel Shel-
don's regiment of Cavalry.

The foregoing is a copy of the orders and instructions
given Lieutenant-Colonel Sheldon.

R. H. HARRISON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE P1!:NNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF .

SAFETY.

Head-Q,uarters, 16th December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I have just the pleasure of receiving yours
of yesterday. I shall give the Deputy Quartermaster-Gen-
eral orders to have the clothing, both new and old, brought
up to the Army, and have it distributed as it is most wanted;
but you may depend, if the old clothes which have been so
charitably contribut~d by the inhabitants of Philadelphia can
answer the present necessities of the other regiments, that
the new shall be all applied to the regiment particularly be-
longing to your State.

I am glad to find the Militia from the eastern parts of your
Province, the lower parts of Jersey, and the Delaware
Counties, are turning out with proper spirit. I bope, with
their assistance, we shall be able to check the enemy, if tbey
should still determine to pass the Delaware.

I am, gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your most
obedient servant, G WO. ARRINGTON.

To the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania.

P. S. I beg you will by all ways and means facilitate
and encourage the recruiting service, for on that every thing
depends.

GENERAL WASf{INGTON TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Head-Q,uarters, Bucks County, 16th December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:I was last night honoured with yours of
the] 1th instant, enclosing sundry resolutions of your Board.
I have also to acknowledge the receipt of your faVOUl'of the
23d November, which should not have remained so long
unanswered, had not the continued motion of our Army for
some time past put it out of my power tQsit regularly down
to business. Indeed, I have now so much on my hands,
and such a choice of difficulties, that I hardly know which
first to attend to. I know you have had your difficulties
too, indeed more than any other State; and you have,
therefore, my thanks, not only for the complete arrangement
of your officers for the four battalions allotted to your share,
but for YOUl"determination to raise a fifth to be commanded
by Colonel Dubois. As the office of Aid-Major has been
hitherto unknown in the Continental service, perhaps by
introducing it among your regiments umbrage might be given
to the others, if they were not likewise provided with an
officer of the same kind, and therefore, to avoid disputes, I
could wish the matter might be waived. Major Sheldon,
who commands the Connecticut Horse, will return in a few
days. He will either take the troop with him from FishkiZls,
or post them where they are more wanted.

I thank you for the great confidence you are pleased to
repose in me, and you may be assured that whatever mili-
tary powers shall be intrusted to me shall ever be exerted,
first to establish, and then protect the civil.

I come now to answer yours of the 1] tho When I or-
dered down General Heath from his post at the Highlands,
it was done in consequence of a determination of a Council
of General Officers, who agreed that we had no other means
of stopping the progress of General Howe, who was e\'i-
dently making a grand push to make himself master of
Philadelphia. The advantages of keeping possessionof the
posts in the Highlands were not unattended to; we consid-
ered that the enemy had thrown the main body of their
Army over into Jersey; that they were about to make a
considerable embarkation, (which has since turned out to be
against New-England;) and that it would tijke most, if not
the remainder of their Army, to keep up the ganisons at
New- York, &c.; and that, therefore, they had not a suf-
fici~nt force left to attempt the strong posts at the Highlands,
though only guarded by General George Clinton, with the
force of the State of New- York.

General Howe easily forced our small Army to retreat
before him to the Delaware; but not finding boats to trans-

port his troops, (we havinll' had time and precaution to
secure and destroy them,) h: seems, by his late motions, to
be moving back towards Brunswick for winter quarters, or
intending a feint. Upon this change of measures, I ha\'6
immediately ordered General Heath to return to Peekskill,
with General Parsons's brigade. If he finds any of the
enemy's posts at Hackensack or elsewhere weakly guarded,
he is to endeavour to beat them up.

As the inlistment of the greatest part of the Continental
Army expires on the first of January, every State must exert
itself in forwarding the new inlistments, and procuring tem-
porary supplies of Militia till the new levies can be brought
into the field.

I have the honour to subscribe myself, gentlemen, &c.,
Go. W.O\SHINGT\>N.

To the New- York Convention.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Head-Q,uarters, State of Pennsylvl,lnia, in Bucks County, ~
December 16th, 1776. 5

DEAR SIR: The Congress have been pleased to appoint
Elisha Sheldon, Esq., of your State, to be Lieutenant-Col-
onel and commander of a regiment of Cavalry.

For the purpose of raising them he now sets off for Con-
necticut. Having to pass through an enemy's country on
his way there, I cannot think it prudent to advance him the
sum necessary for his immediate use. I have to request you
\ViII furnish him with what money he may want from the
Treasury of YOllr State, or in such other way as you may
think best, which sum you will please to draw on the Con-
tinent (through me) for.

I am, with due regard, sir, your most obedient servant,
Go. WASHINGTON.

Hon. Jonathan Trumbull.

GENE)lAL GREENE TO THE PRESIDENT .OF CONGRESS.

Corryell's Ferry, Delaware, December 16th, 1776.

STR: I take the liberty to recommend Doctor Warren to
the Congress as a very suitable person to receive an appoint-
ment of a Sub-Director, which 1 am informed they are about
to create a number of. Doctor Warren has gi\.en great sat-
isfaction where be has had the direction of business. He is
a young gentleman of ability, humanity, and great applica-
tion to business.

I feel a degree of happiness that the Congress are going
to pnt the hospital department upon a better estab]ishment,
for the sick thi's campaign have suffered beyond description
and shocking to humanity. For my own part, I have never
felt any distress equal to what the sufferingsof the sick bave
occasioned, and am confident tbat nothing will injure the
recruiting service so much as the dissatisfaction arising upon
that head.

I am, dear sir, your obedient servant,
NATHANAEL GREENE.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Conti-
nental Congress, at Philadelphia.

GENERAL 1;0RD STIRLING TO GENERAL HEAT:g.

Easton, December 16th, 1776.

DEARSIR: I.came up from Head-Quarters in hopes of
effecting a junction of the troops under the command of
yourself, General Gates, and General Sullivan, and attempt-
ing something on the enemy; but this is now too late, as
the troops under General Sullivan and General Gates are
already on the west side of Delaware. It was proposed
that if any of the. troops crossed the river, it should have
been at Shtrard's Ferry, at Tinicum; but as General Sul-
livan has taken this route, I believe it win be best you do
the same.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
STIRLING.

To Major-General Heath.

JOHN TRUMBULL TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Bethlehem, (Penn~ylvania,) 16th December, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: I arrivedat this placelast evening,wirh
General Gates. A part of our troops will come in to-day,
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the others to-morrow. But I despair of joining General
Washington. His Army is still inferiour to the enemy, and
the country quite stupid. I shall not be surprised to hear
that the enemy are in Philadelpltia.

The Army lately commanded by General Lee is to cross
at Easton this day. You have doubtless heard his misfor-
tune. He was betrayed at a house nigh Basken Ridge,
and surl'ounded by a party of Horse, at twenty-one miles
distance Ii'om the enemy's camp. The French gentleman
who arrived lately at Boston with powder and arms, a Lieu-
tenant-Colonel in the French service, is taken with him.
The inhuman rascals.would not permit the General to take
his hat and coat, but carried him off almost naked. This
is a misfortune that cannot be remedied, as we have no
officer in the Army of equal experience and merit.

My situation is droll, but I cannot desert my country in
so critical a time, however ungenerously I may have been
treated. I think to oftel' myself a supernumerary Aid-de-
Camp to some General Officer.

Our affail's have never been in so critical a situation:
New- York and Jcrsey totally lost, except the backwoods,
the Army inferiour, and at the time when most wanted, de-
prived of the best, almost the only officer who could rescue
them from a situation so nigh desperate.

I am infol'med that nine thousand British have made an
excursion to the eastward. I hope to hear a better report
of them than of the eight thousand here.

Adieu, my honoured parent. I am your dutiful son,
. J. TRUlIIBULL.

The Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq.

COLONEL SYMMES TO GENERAL HEATH.

Chatham, December 16th, 1776.

SIR: I beg leave to represent to your Honour the dis-
tressed situation we are in with respect to salt. The bri-
gade at this place has been destitute of that article some
days. The men suffer exceedingly, and we have informa-
tirm of there being salt at Hackinsack, Second River, and
Newark. As we understand your Honour takes that route,
we beg the favour of a party's advancing from your Army
on the road, and gathering all the saJt to be had. Wagons
can be pressed on the road to bring it forward. Captain
Hasker waits upon your Honour with this. His orders am
to wait your pleasure, until we can be acquainted with the
success of tbe undertaking. If salt can possibly be sent to
our relief, I beg your Honour will interest yourself in the
affair.

I have the honour to be, sir, your Honour's most obedi-
ent humble servant,

J C SOHN LEVES YMM~S,

Colonel of Sussex lUilitia.
To Major-General Heath, near Hackensack.

JOHN JOHNSON TO ROBERT HARPER.

Morris-Town, December 16, 1776.

HO!'\OURABLESIR: I am on my way to Philadelphia,
which place am in hopes to arrive at in three days, and to
return to Peekskill as soon as possible. You were so good

. as to desire me to write to you where you might find me,
and that the Congress was disposed to do something hand-
some for me, as Paymaster to a regiment, or some such
office. Pray keep it open for me, if nothing better offers.
Mr. Duer offered to write to General Mijflin to appoint me
an Assistant Quartermaster. I should be glad to serve, so
as it could be done with honollr. There is your old servant
that served witb approbation as Commissary at New- York,
I mean Rir.hard Norwood, would serve as Paymaster to
a regiment. I think be is a fit person. He is well known
by Comfort Sands.

I am, dear sir, yonI' friend and servant,
JOHN JOHNSON.

To Robert Harper, Esq., Member of New- York Congress,
at the Fishkills.

P. S. This day drank a glass of wine with General Mc-
Dougall, at Mr. John Van Cortlandt's, near this place.
He expressed a hearty sorrow tbat I left the service. It's
too true that General Lee is taken-so much for Tories.

JOHN COE TO NEW-YORK COMllIITTEE OF SAFETY.

Orange County, New-Hempstead, December 16, 1776.

Whereas the Commissioners appointed for the County of
Orange to secure the perishable effects of those that are
gone to the enemy, has not as yet acted, by reason of their
beinO"so near the enemy, and, as it were, within their lines;
and ~s it appears now not so difficult, as our District Com-
mittee is about removing the families of those persons that
are gone to the enemy, and their movable effects will then
be lost or taken away by such persons as have no right, I
have thought it my duty now to act as one of th~ Commj~-
sioners, as formerly appointed by the ConventIon of this
State; and the difficulty that now arises is, that Thomas
Cooper must attend the Council of Safety and t~le Assem-
bly of this State, so that he cannot act. If you tlunk proper,
please to appoint another person with me, and we shall
endeavour to act agreeable to your direction. As the former
resolve YOllsent me is lost in removing my papers, please
to send the resolve how we are to act.

I am yours to serve,
JOHNCOE.

To the President of the Council of Safety of the State of
New- York.
N. B. I would recommend Colonel Gilbert Cooper.

PHILIP BARTELL TO NEW-YORK Cmrl'tIlTTEE OF SAFETY.

Claverack, 16th :Qecember, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I beg YOllr liberty to resign my commis-
sion as an Ensign in the Eighth Regiment of 1\1ilitia, whereof
Robert Van Rensselaer, Esq., is Colonel, as I am very un-
well and not able to execute the duty of my appointment.
And you will greatly oblige, gentlemen, your very humble
servant,

PHILIP BARTELL.

To the honourable the Convention of the State of New-
York, at Fishkill.

.

FRANCES LIVINGSTON TO JOHN WILLIAMS.

SIR: I received your favour of the 14th, and am now to
thank YOllfor the information and permission I have of going
to New- York. I shall take tbe first opportunity of coming
down to Fishkill, and imagine I shall be there with my
family on Friday next.

I am, sir, your vel'Yhumble servant,
FRANCES LIVINGSTON.

To John Williams, Esq., Chairman of the honourable Con-
vention of New- York.

December 16th.

CAPTAIN WALKER TO WILLIAM DUER.

Fishkill, December ]6, 17i6.

GENTLEMEN: You were pleased some time in November
to honour me with the command of a company in the
Fourth New- York Regimpnt. The gentleman who was
appointed my Fil'st Lieutenant, thought proper to resign.
My Second Lieutenant, for particular reasons, is not allowed
to serve, and an Ensign was not appointed. Thus I have
been without any assistance, and myself sick most part of
the time; notwithstandingwhich I have made shift to inlist
near thirty men, upwards of twenty of whom are now suf-
fering. I am now laid up with a violent fever, at Dr. Gm-
ham's, and cannot walk alone.

I hope, gentlemen, this representation of my case wiII in-
duce.youto bequick in appointingme some assistance, that
I may get my men in the barracks and clothed.

I am, gentlemen, with great respect, your very obedient,
humble servant,

B 'VEN. AI_KER,

Captain 4tlt New- York Regimcnt.
Colonel William Duer, Chairman of the Committee of Ar-

rangement. .
EBENEZER HAZARD TO NEW-YORKCOMlIlI't'tEE OF SAFETY.

Carpenter's Ferry, Fishkill, December16th, 1776.
SIR: I fuHy intended while in the town of Fishkill, to

I('t the COllvention know I had received credible informa-
tion that the records of the city of lVew- York were buried
near King's Bridge; but as I was in a hurry to set out on
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my journey to Philadelphia, it escaped my memory. I am
not v(>ry certain who was my informant, but I think it \Vas
CololleJ Palfrey, the Paymaster-General; and as nearly as
I can recollect, he tolrl me the records were (Ieposited in
Colonel Cortlandt's family vault, and that he received the
hint of it from Mrs. Van Cortlandt, who ha ppened inad-
vertently to mention it to him. Perhaps Convention may
have been informed of this before; but as I do not know
this to be the case, I think it incumbel)t upon me to let them
know it now, that proper mea"ures may be taken to secure
those authentick documents, which may be of great service
in a future day.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
EBENEZER HAZARD.

To the honol1l'ablethe President of the Convention of the
State of New- York, at Fi8ltkill.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Albany, December 16th, 1776.

SIR : Your letter of the] Oth instant I was honoured with
on the 14th. I am happy to find that in all probability the
rapid progress the enemy lately made, has been checked. If
they are not more numerous than report makes them, I hope
General Washington will be enabled to make them retreat
in turn.

1 have given order to have the resolution respecting the
Tryon County Rangers put into execution.

As no clothin~ has been sent hither for the recruits of this
State, I ha\'e ordered them to be furnished out of the Con-
tinental stores upon an appraisement, that the difference be-
tween what they may receive and what they are allowed,
may be accounted for, which way soever it may be; but we
have unfortunately not a blanket, nor can any be procured in
this quarter, and without a supply, I shall not be able to send
the troops to relieve part of the garrison of Tyconderoga.
The Committee will therefore please wit bout delay to send
up blankets, or some sufficient substitute.

Every account I receive from Tyconderoga confirms me
in the belief that not a man will remain tbere beyond the
term of their inlistment.

Colonel Frey has applied to me to mention his case
to Convention. It was last winter delivered to me by the
Committee of Tryon County, as one amongst others to be
sent down the country. Several gentlemen of Schenectady
interceded and became responsible for his conduct, on which
I suffered him to remain at home. Some time in the sum-
mer, either the Committee of Tryon County, or uf Albany,
sent him to 1lartford, fi'om whence he returned on his
parole; and as the gentlemen who became his security are
willing to continue so, he applied to me for ]ea\'e to remain;
but nerer interfering with what the civil have done, I could
only answer, that so far as he was my prisoner, I was con-
tented with the security he had given me. He will advise
you of the reasons the Committee of Tryon County assign

.
for refusing to let him remain at home.

I am, sir, with respect, your most obedient, bumble ser-
vant, PH. SCHUYLER.

~Iattltew Can tine, Esq., Chairman of Committee of Safety
of New- York. '

MEMORANDUM OF THE AGREEMENT SIGNED BY THE ARTIFI-

CERS, NORTHERN ,4.RMY.

Memorandum of agreement made and entered into this
sixteenth day of December, ] 716, between Colonel Jedu'n
Baldwin, Chief Engineer on the Northern Department, of
the first part, and l\J r. Jedi' It Thayer, of the State of the
~Iassacltusetts-Bay, Gentleman, and Mr. Nathaniel Emer-
son and the persons whose names are hereunto subscribed,
and seals affixed, of the second part, all good workmen at
the carpenter's business, to the number of sixty men; the
said parti~s of tbe second part, each for himself, promises and
agrees that they will immediately repair to such place as tbe
said Colonel Baldwin shall direct, and there employ them-
selves in constructing such works or buildings as the said
Engineer shall order.

That each of tbe parties of the second part sbaH, durinO'
tbe time he sba!l be in the publick employ conformable t~
these resolutions, eacb day continue at their said work and
employment not less than ten hOUl'S.

FIFTH SERIES.- V OL Ill.

That if any or tbe said parties of the second part shall
.

leave the said work, or go from the post where tbey shall be
employecl, the leave of the said Colonel Baldwin, or the
commanding officer of the post wbere heshall be soemployed,
being first obtainecl, he or they so going off shall forfeit all
the wag!'s that shall be due to them on account of their ser-
vice performed in consequence of this agreement.

In consideration whereof, the said Jedu'n Baldwin, Engi-
neer, promises and agrees, that the said Jedi' It Thayer shall
have and recei\'e twelve shillings per day, and Nathaniel
Emerson ten shi!lings per day, and every other of the said
parties of the second part the sum of eight shillings per
day, New-York currency, for every day that they sball be
in actual employment. Tbat over and above that sum, the
said parties of tbe second part shall severally receive one
ancl a balf ration of provisions and one gill of rum per day,
Tbat the said wages shall commence /i'om the time the said
parties of tbe second part shall respectively leave their usnal
places of abode, allowing at the rate of one dollar for every
twenty miles travel. And Ihe said parties of the first and
second part do hereby agree with each otber, that if any of
the said parties of the second part is taken sick during the
time which they sball be employed as above, the person so
taken sick shall not be entitled to wages for the time he ab-
sents from working by r~son of sickness,unless the said
Colonel Baldwin, or the commanding officer of tbe post
where tbey shall be so stationed, shall, on application to him
made, refuse to discharge them, and then they shall be en-
titled to wages from the time of such refusal.. In testimonyher'eofI have hereunto set my hand and
seal, at Albany, this sixteenth day of December, 1776.

The General approves of the raising of a company of
Artificers on the terms above meutioned.

By order of the General:
JOHN LANSING, Jun., Secretary.

Head-Quarters, Albany, December 16lh, 1776.

J. TRUMBULL, JUN., TO GOVERNOUR TRU)1BULL.
Albany, 16th December, 1776.

HONOURED SIR: Since Brown has done riding, I seem
almost to be an exile from my home. I can hear nothing
from Connecticut, and know notbin!! tbat is PassinO'., indeed. '-'.

(:),
we are almost excluded /i'om Illtelhgence from every (]uar-
tel', and we have notbing material here. A laughable
alarm has bappened at Ty, since tbe troops came off, occa-
sioned by the appearance of a hay boat on the lake, whicb
to tbe timid apprehensions of its beholders at Crown-Point:
was magnified into a large ship of force, with guns, &c.,
supposed to be the enemy approaching. They fled to Ty,
the alar?lS too~, all hands were at work, everyone busy,
r~mountll1g tbelr cannon, &c., and making every prepara-
tIOn for defence, when the poor harmless boat arrived at the
wharf, and re]ieved their anxious fears. All is now quiet,
and will be now, unlessthe enemy take it in their beads to
venture on the ice, which may possibly be. I hope by
new-year to leave this place. My love, respects, and com-
pliments to all friends; and am your dutiful son,

J. TRmmuI,I" Jun.
His Honour Governour Trumbull.

GEORGE:[>ITKINTO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Hartford, 16th December, 1776.

HONOURED SIR: My zeal for the safely and deliverance
of ml country obliges me to ask a dismission from my office
as Ll!'utenant-Colonel of the Nineteenth ReO'imentof Militia
of Ihis State, to which I had the bonour of ~n appointment.
The only reason I have to excuse myself is want of health
~\'hich I have nerer had since my first campaign; and hold:
Illg the same, may prevent some able and robust gentleman
from rendering his country service therein, which I am

prevented from doing by a shattered constitUtion, which is
peculiarly mortif>'i~g in this day of general danger. Wish
your Honour DIVIne support under the heavy weiC1bt of
Gm'el'Oment; and remain, with great truth, your and As-
sembly's most obedient, humble servant,

GEORGE PITKIN.

To t~}e Hon. Jo~~t~an
.
Trumbull, Esq., Commander-in-

ChIef of the MIlItia of tbe State of Connecticut.
79
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JOSEPH YOUNGS TO GENERAL WOOSTER.

In Committee of ~afety ~or the COlmty of Westchester, (
. Whlte-Plams, December the IGth, 1776. ~

To HIS EXCELLENCY MAJOR-GENERAL W GOSTER: We
send you under guard three deserters from Colonel Rogers's
regiment, for your examination, for your ExcelJency to dis-
pose of as you may think proper. The reason of our
troubling your Excellency is, because we are at this mo-
ment entirely destitute of guards. One of the prisoners
that was the bearer of a late letter from yom Excellency to
our Committee, desiring us to deliver up to him his guns,
behaved in snch an insolent and audacious manner before
the Committee, that they considered him as a very dan-
gerous person, and tbought it most expedient to send him
back again to yoUI' Excellency for your furtber disposal, as
your Excellency has guards at hand.

By order of Committee:
JOSEPHYOUNGS,Deputy Chairman.

To his Excellency Major-General Wooster, at the Saw-
Pitts.

COLONEL HENRY B. LIVINGSTON TO MATTHEW CANTINE.

Fairfield, 16th December, 1776.

SIR: I received the bonour of yours last night at this
place, being on my march for Fishkill, in my way to Fort
Constitution, being directed by General Washington when-
el-er I thought necessary to quit New-England to repair
thither. Wbether I sball be excusable should I undertake
any otber expedition, I will leave you and others, tbe gen.-
tlemen of the Convention, to determine. On their opinion
I will even risk the loss of my commission. Sensible of the
great honour done in permitting me a share in as honour-
able an expedition, I shall do my endeavours to be with
you on Thursday, or sooner if possible.

I am, sir, with respect and esteem, your most obedient,
humble servant, H B LENRY . IVINGSTON.

To Matthew Cantine, Esq., Cbairman of Convention of the
State of New- York, Fishkill.

THOMAS MELVILL TO SAMUEL P. SAVAGE.

Providence, December 16th, 1776.

SIR: Tbe Council of this State would be glad if the
Board of War would send a number of intrenching tools
immediately, as tbere is great want of them.

THOS. MELVILL.
Samuel Phillips Savage, Esq., Boston.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.
Council Chamber, Boston, December 16th, 1776.

SIR: Your letter of the 3d instant was received by the
President of the Council on the 11 th instant, and was im-
mediately communicated to tbe Assembly. Besides pro-
viding for the inlistment of our quota of tbe new Army, the
Assembly have passed an act for raising a fourth part of
the Militia at home, to march as soon as possible to recruit
ttJe Army, and be in service for three months from tbeir
march, before the expiration of which time, it is expected
that our saiel quota will be raised. The fourth part of tbe
Militia of the County of Berkshire and the one half of the
fourth part of the Militia of the County of Hampshire, are
ordered to march immediately to Albany, there to follow
your orders; and I hope they will be on the spot by the
time your orders reach that place.

I am, with respect, your most humble servant,
THOS. CUSHING.

General &huyler.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

State of Massachusetts-Bay, Council Chamber, ~
Decembfr 16, ]776. 5

SIR: The Council have received your letter of the 13th
instant. Weare glad to hear that our Militia have marcbed
with such spirit and ardour to the assistance of your State, -

and that they, togetber with those collected from Connecticut
and your State, make up a body of six or seven thousand
men. Might not this body of troops be immediately em-
ployed to attack tbe enemy, and, by a coup de main, drive
them from Rhode-Island into the sea? If this should be

delayed, will not the enemy so effectualJy intrench them-
selves as to render such a manreuvre very unsafe, if not
impracticable? This is a matter wortby of attention. We
submit it to your consideration. -

We have taken into consideration the resolve passed by
your Asspmbly appointing a Council of War, and proposing
to this State the appointment of a Committee to confer with
said Council of War, at Providence, upon the expediency of
raising an army for the immediate defence of tbe New-Eng-
land States. Our Assembly, on tbe 16th of November last,
had appointeda Committee to confer with such Committees
as the other New-England States migbt appoint, upon tbe
measures necessary to be taken for supporting' the credit of
our publick currencies; but as the State of Connecticut de-
clined, at tbat time, joining with the other Colonies in this
measure, as they apprehended tbe Congress had taken the
subject-matter of it under their consideration, and they feared
it might give them umbrage, our COlnmittt>edid not proceed
to Providence; and our Assemblyhave sincerenewedtbeir
application to that State upon this subject, and enlarg(~dthe
power of tbe Committee; and Governour Trumbull, in a
letter lately received from him, has signified that their As-
sembly are not desirous of such a conference; the Council
therefore have resolved, that it is highly expedient and neces-
sary that the Committee first appointed should proceed to
Providence, and meet and confer with your Council of War
upon the matters particularly specified in the resolve of the
Board, now enclosed; and a Committee from this State will
accordingly meet your Council of War at P1'Ovidence, the
:23d instant, tbe time and place appointed by your State.

I am, with great respect, (in the name and behalf of the
Council,) your most obedient, humble servant,

JAMESBOWDOIN,President.

'Ve have but this moment received your letter of the 8th
instant, by which we are glad to find that General Lincoln
pOssesses the confidence of the people of your State. He
will probably be with you to-morrow.

Governour Cooke.

J. WARREN TO MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR.

Plymouth, December 16, li76.

SIR: Tbis will be handed you by Captain Morton, of
the schooner Ellen, which I have chartered for ~Jtlar'!Jlandor
Pennsylvania,as you shall choose, for either one or two
trips. I could have wished this vessel and one other I have
since chartered had been a size larger; but I was too late to
pick and choose, and I believe they will do very well upon
the terms alTreed on. She now goes to Boston to attend
your orders, ~upposing you would choose to sbip some ~oods
by her. I bave paid the advance wages to the people; you
have, therefore, nothing to do but victual and give your
orders.

I am, with great respect, your most humble servant,
J. W A!tREN.

If you choose to consign to the master, I believe Captain'
Morton capable of transacting tbe business.

December 17.-1 have this bought a schooner, some lum-
ber, and pickled fish. I have made some contracts for
sbot, and some for spears. Tbe sbot contracted for are none
larITer than twelve pounds, and two or three tons grape.
M~ Lothropp- is manufacturing a large quantity by contract
with the Commissary.

The President of th~ Board of War.

MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR TO WILLfUl THODIPSON.

War Office, Boston, December 16, 1776.

SIR: Should either of the General Officers of tbe Militia
who ha\'e marched to the aid of Rhode-Island, direct the
whole or any part of the ammunition now at Rehoboth to
be removed to any otber place or places for the publick
service, you are to comply with such direction, and deliver
the same to such person or persons as said General Officer
may appoint; and when you deliver up the remainder of
the ammunition to_tbe Selectmen of the town where it may
be deposited, 'you are to lea ve directions with them for the
above purpose.

By order of tbe Board. .

S. P. SAVAGE, President p. t.

To William Thompson, Esq.



1253 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., DECEMBER, 1776. 1254

WILLIAM PYNCHON, JUN., TO SAMUEL P. SAVAGE.

Springfield, December 16, 1776.

Yours of the ;;!7th of .lVovember, I received, wherein was
enclosed the resolve of the General Court and the order of
the Board of Wal' to forward to Richard Devens, Esq., at
Boston, two hundred barrels of flour. In compliance with
your letter, and the above-said orders, I have sent twenty
barrels of ditto to the said Devens. But on Saturday last
I received another leiter, with your signature, without any
date, wherein you directed me to consign the same flour to
you, which I shaH comply with as soon as possibly I can
procure teams sufficient to transport the same to you. I
yesterday loaded two teams with twel ve casks, and directed
them to lodge the same at your house, and agreed with them
to carry twenty hundred neat weight for two shillings, law-
ful money, per mile, and in the same proportion for aJl over
the ton. The price will be various, according as I can agree
with the teamsters; which sums, as I have or shall agree
with them for, I must beg the favour of you to remit to
them, as I have no money in my hands belonging to the
Province wherehy I can defray the expense of transporta-
tion. Be pleased to let me know your determination re-
specting the matter as soon as may be.

I am, sir, with g.'eat respect, your most obedient, humble
servant J' \VILLIAMPYNCHON, r.
To Samuel P. Savage., Esg, 1¥eston,

Boston, December 16, 1776.

Thursday Jast, Captain Palmer, in the brig Elizabeth,
belonging to the United States of America, arrived in a safe
port from lUarsailles, which he left the 7th of October, with
a valuable cargo of linens and coarse woolens. He informs
that great preparations for war were making in France when
he left that place than had been known there for twenty
years past; and that two large squadrons, one from Brest,
the other from Toulon, were to sail on the first of January
next, on an expedition some where, but that their destination
was a profound secret. Mr. Silas Deane was weH in Paris
a day or two before he sailed.

The enemy are in possession of Newport, in Rhode-Island,
but what number we have not learnt; and we hear that
the noted Joseph Wanton, Esq., is appointed Governour of
the same, and has given orders to those who desire protec-
tion from (what is called) Government, to affix a white flag
to their respective houses.

JAMES TILGHMAN TO }IARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Annapolis, December 17th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: When Col. Smallwood's battalion marched
into this city, his men were greatly distressed for the want
of salt, and the Quartermaster (Mr. Maubry) hearing that
there was some at Doctor Stewart's, wher'e I then lodged,
applied to me for a small quantity to answer the immediate
and pressing call. Though I had not any authority from Mrs.
Stewart, who had removed to the country, to dispose of any
part of it, I could not withhold it, but told the Quartermaster
to take what he thought might be sufficient, not exceeding
eight or ten bushels, provided he would engage to rep]ace it
out of the first he could spare, which he promised to do.

I really do not know the exact quantity he took out, as
he did not give me any report. Indeed, I did not appre-
hend it at that time at all necessary that he should, pre-
suming he would render fair accounts from time to time to
your Board, and that the quantity would appear from thence;
but as nearly as I can recollect, he informed me that he had
about five bushels. As Mrs. Stewart is now in want, and
the salt has not been replaced, I shall be much obliged to
your Honours for an order for that quantity, or what other
your Honours may think proper. If it should appear here-
after that he had not so much, the surplus shall be returned.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient
and humble servant, J TA. ILGH}IAN.

The honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.

JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETV.

Baltimore, December 17th, 1776.

SIRS: Captain ltlartin has sailed at last, with a fair wind.
I wish him a good voyage.

Captain Cook has sailed this day with his marines for
Elk. I have received Oriethousand pounds by Mr. Speer,
and five hundred by Captain Cook. ShaH pay all Captain
:Martin's bill, but his expense is greater than I could imagine.
His bills are coming in still. I am purchasing pork for the
ship, and all such things as Captain Cook has directed me
to provide. I intend purchasing the brig and schooner, if to
be got on any terms. But their sails ha ve not come on.

From your humble servant, J HESSE OLLINGSWORTH.

To the honourable Council of Safety, AnnapQlis.
P. S. I shall set off for the camp to-mon'ow morning,

but the business will go on.

ROBERT MORRIS TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read December 20,1776: Referred to Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. "Vilson,
Mr. Harrison, and Mr. S. Adams.]

Philadelphia, December 17th, 1776.

SIR: Mr. Walton, Mr. Clymer, and myse1f~ thought it
advisable to open the enclosed letter last night, that we might
judge if the expense of another express shou]d be incurred,
or detain it for the post, which we concluded to do, as I had
wrote you the unfortunate fate of General Lee before. I
am sorry to inform you that the Roebuck and Falcon men-
of-war are in Delaware Bay, and two bomb-ketches said
to be in the offing. On receipt of this news, (which is
certain,) I hired a pilot boat, and sent her with a letter to
Captain Biddle, and all the other vessels outward bound,
desiring them to slOp, or come back.

.
So that my labours

appear to be lost, and sorry I am for the disappointment.
However, it's likely the first smart northwester may give us
an opening to push them out.

.

I have just heard that a party or parties of the enemy
were yesterday at ltloorstown and Haddonfield, in the Jer-
seys, opposite to this, and distant about seven to nine miles.
What their views are I cannot say, but by the appearance
of the men-of-war below, and the bomb-ketches being said
to have sailed from New- York, it would seem as if their
parties meant to make their way to Red-Bank, erect works
to command the chevaux-de-frise, and then to come up with
the ships. This, however, is mere matter of speculation.
Colonel Grijfin is, I understand, gone over with about eight
hundred men, but I feal' he will not be strong enough for
them.

I have the honour to be, very respectfu)]y, sir, your obe-
dient, humb]e servant, R 1\' 1OBT. H ORRIS.

ROBERT MORRIS TO GENERAL HEATH.

Philadelphia, December 17th, 1776.

SIR: Since I saw you I am informed that a person in
Nl!tlJ.,York, who had an opportunity of being acquainted
with the motions of the enemy,had advised a friend to move
her effects from Fishkill to some place of safety. I am not
at liberty to mention names; but make no doubt that such
message was sent, and that the person sendingmight be ac-
quainted with their motions. This, I understand, was befove
any movement of your division.

I have the honour to be your very humble servant,
ROBT. MORRIS.

GenerallIeath.

PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO GENERAL WASHING-

TON.

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, December 17, 1776.

SIR: We lament the loss of General Lee, both as it
relates to the publick and to a General whom we so highly
esteem and re~pect; yet we hope it may be in the power
of your Excellency to close the campaign with honour to
yourself, and to lea\TeGenerallIowe in a situationwhich
may afford him little reason to boast.

We assure you, sir, this COllncil will not suffer any thincr
to abate their exertions, but that they will use every hou~
which the enemy shaH delay their approach in preparincr for
the defence of this city and State in the best mannerpos-
sible, and shaH most cheerfully afford your Excellency every
assistance in our power.

By the enclosed resolution you will see the sentiments of
the Council respecting the Militia who refuse to do their
duty on the present occasion.

'*'
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A servant of Brigadier-General Dickinson's, last Friday
afternoon, requested a pass to your camp, he having, as he
said, a letter from Mr. Dickinson to his master. The Coun-
cil thought it proper to examine the contents, a copy of
which we have enclosed. The original appears to be in the
handwriting of John Dickinson, Esq. General Dickinson
has requested that the letter may be sent to him, but we
think it proper to retain the original in OUl'hands, and have
referred him to your Excellency for the copy, if you shall
think proper to deliver it to him.

By order of the Council. I ha,'e the honour to be, with
great respect, sir, your obedient servant,

TIw's \V HARTON,J un., President.
His Excellency General Washington.

In Council of Safety, Phi]ade!phia, December 17, 1776.

Resolved, That it be recommended to Gpneral Washing-
ton to issue orders imrner!iately for the Militia of Bucks and
Northampton Counties forthwith to join his Army, and to
send out parties to disarm every person who does not obey
the summons, and to seize and treat as enemies all those
who shall attempt to oppose the execution of this measure,
and likewise every person in those Counties who are known
or suspected to be enemies to the United States.

Extract from the Minutes:
JACOB S. HOWELL, Secretary.

Receive no more Continental money on YOUI'bonds and
mortgages. The British troops having conquered the Jer-
seys, and your being in camp, are sufficient reasons. Be
sure you remember this. It will end better for yoO.

[Copy of a Lt'lter found in the possession of Brigadier-
General Philemon Dickinson's sen'ant, directed to the said
General, at camp. JACOBJ. HOWELL,

Secretary to the Council of Safity.]

LETTER TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD VISCOUNT HOWE.

17th December, 1776.

l\h LORD: Whatever errour the Court of Great Britain
may have fallen into in the commencement and prosecution
of the present unhappy contest with America, it was cer-
tainly a most politick step to commit the conduct of this
important affair to your Lordship, and the General your
brother.

The name of Howe is dear to America, and amongst the
many distressing difficulties we have to slll'mount, it is cer-
tainly no inconsiderable one to overcome the predilection we
feel for your family. The exaJted virtues of your heroick
brother, whose bones are embraced by that soil you are TIOW
drenching with blood, often rise in painful remembrance.
We are ready to acknowledge the amiable dispositions that
distinguish your pri\'ate character; and whilst we feel the
smart of the wounds you inflict, wish they had been admin-
istered by another hand. We consider you as the execu-
tioner of another's wrath, not your own; and forgive with
as much sincerity (pardon the allusion) as the condemned
wretch forgives the appointed officer who is about to torture
him into another state of existence. The idea I have of
your Lordship's character compels me to suppose that, be-
fore you undertook this fatal task, YOUI'judgment was fully
convinced that the inflexible rules of honour and equity, the
spirit of the British Constitution, and the sacred rights of
mankind, fully authorized the claims of the British Court
over her American subjects; and that a refusal of, and re-
sistance to those claims on the part of America, is, and ought
to be, deemed rebellion against Go\'ernment, Under such
a conviction, can we blame your Lordship for asserting and
enforcing the rights of your Sovereign? For my own part,
I can lay my hand upon my heart, and with sincerity de-
clare, if you are so convinced, I blame you not. Let the
same candour, my Lord, be extended to the poor Americans!
If they think, and are firmly persuaded, that neither honour
nor equity, neither the spirit of the British Constitution nor
the rights of mankind, can authorize the unbounded expect-
ation of the British Court, and that it is an indisputable
duty they owe to themselves and their unborn posterity to
defend their Constitution against such claims, ought they
not to be respected, as then acting upon the best principles,

however ill.founded YOllmay suppose those principles to be;
and ought you not to pity whilst YOll punish?

The present dispute is, what the rights of the Crown and
Parliament are with respect to America, and what they are
not. Great Britm:n would have I1S acknowJed,re that her
claims are just, and that without much reasoni;g \1pon the
subject. She wil! not reason upon it; she will not hear
what we have to say in our own defenre, but we must ac-
knowledge her claims are just. And when, my Lord, wel'l~
acknowledgments of this kind forced upon mankind with
success? To own the supremacy of the British Legislature
over the Jives and properties of the people of America, or
to own the supremacy of his Holiness over ollr immortal
souls, are doctrines which can only be established by the
sword and the fagot, amongst men who have the free use
of their reason. But I am, perhaps, going too far. Im£'an
not to offend your Lordship, nor would I be wanting in that
respect which is due to your character and station. - If my
zeal upon so interesting a subject should appear somewhat
intemperate, your Lordship will make the proper allowance.
Suffer me, then, to shed a few tears over the mangled limbs
of my bleeding country. Know, then, that ruin and devas-
tation, plunder and riot, insuJt and murder, mark the way of
your savage mercenaries over this hospitable, cultivated, and
once happy land. It is not enough that the hopeful youth,
with fire in his eye, and a heart high heating in his country's
cause, is called forth and cut down in the fieJd of battle,
where the crimson glow of health fades from his cheek, and
he yields his breath an early sacrifice at the shrine of liberty;
but the -voice of the trembling virgin cries aloud to Heaven
against the brutal force of the oalacious ravisher, who, having
accomplished his infernal purpose, spurns at the body he
has compelJed to give the unlicensed joy. Take a view of
the country before you: vi1lages demolished, cities aban-
doned, and the miserable inhabitants driven from their
comfortable houses, where they had long enjoyed all the
endearing sweets of domestick felicity, to seek she1ter, at
this inclement season, they know not where; whilst the re-
mains of their property, acquired by long labour and indus-
try, are left a prey to unpitying foreigners, who destroy,
without remorse, what they cannot immediately use or con-
veniently take away. Think not, my Lord, that this is an
exaggerated picture, overcharged in the colouring. Facts
have justified the assertion, and the mournful occasion
prompts the style.

Such is the nature of the commission you are come to
execute amongst us. Cruel as it is, I am nevertheless finn
in opinion that your Lordship thinks you are only brandish-
ing the sword of justice, not exercising the rod of opprcssion.
But how you can think so, is hard for an American to con-
ceive. I have been told, and fondly encourage the belief,
that your Lordship holds in contempt those parricides who,
through a selfish motive of securing themselves, basely be-
tray their country's cause, and that, a1though you think
yourself obliged to take advantage of the treason, you de-
spise the traitors. This is a principle of honour worthy your
character, and perfectly consistent with the sentiments of a
liberal mind.

But I hasten to a conclusion of this address. The un-
pardonable fault of America now, it is said, is the Declara-
tion of Independence, When our faults were less, they
were as hardly thought of and as highly censured. Even
anI' modest complaints were called presumption, and dis-
missed with repro"ach. No lenient hand was held out to
bring matters to a happy issue; 110alleviation offered to the
griefs we thought we suffered; no fi'iendly shield interposed
between us and thA ruin we~pprehended. Independence
was so far from the wish of America, the very idea was
distressing. But hard and cruel necessity drove us to the
desperate determination. God only knows what the event
will be. In the mean time, we wouJd press upon you to
call forth that humanity which, like a healing balm, lubri-
cates every generous mind; and though YOllcarryon your
master's work, let not the hand of rapine spread unnecessary
desolation through our suffering country. Arrest the plun-
derer's greedy grasp, and let not the cries of the despoiled
virgin call to Heaven for vengeance on those who regard
not God, and who trample on the sacred rights of humanity.
Wrongs like these fix a stain even on victory itself, which
the floods of ages cannot wash.

Yours, &c.
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LANCASTER, PENNSYLVANIA, COMMITTEE.

At a meeting of the Committee of Observation, Inspec-
tion, and Correspondence, at the Court-Honse in Lancaster,
the 17th December, 1776-

Present: Edward Shippen, William Atlee, Lodwick
Lowman, William Bowsman, Christopher Crawford, Henry
Delwff, George .Moore, Mathias Slough. William Ailee
in the chair.

Ordered, That Mr. Atlee, out of the moneys in his hands
for the poor families of Associators, pay to Eve Freena, the
wife of James Freena, a soldier in one of the battalions of
this Province, the sum of thirty shillings, she being in a dis-
tressed situation, with a small helpless family.

And that he pay to Drtu:henbrode, the wife of An-
drew Druchenbrode, a soldier in one of the battalions of this
Province, the sum of thirty shiUings, her husband being
prisoner, and she in a distressed situation, with a small help-
less family.

And that he pay Shrode, the wife of Samnel Shrode,
a soldier in one of the battalions of this Province, the sum
of thirty shillings, her husband being prisoner, she being just
brought to bed, and in a distressed situation.

Mr. Atlee is directed, out of the publick moneys in his
hanos, to pay Mrs. Jordon her expenses for attending and
burying a poor soldier from the Flying-Camp, who died
there a day or two ago.

Mr. Ailee is directed to request a meeting of the inhab-
itants at the publick square to-morrow morning, at ten
o'clock, to endeavour to fall on measures for marching- the
Militia of the town and County to join General Wash-
ington.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO LIEUTENANT-GENERAl, HOWE.

Head-Quarters, December 17th, 1776.

SIR: I would beg leave to recall your attention to the
proposition for the exchange of prisoners, to the several let-
tel's I have lately written on that subject, and to inform you
that I have not received such officers in exchange as were
requested by me.

I am persuaded, sir, that this mistake has arisen fi-omMr.
Commissary Loring's zeal to facilitate the business; but I
would at the same time desire that you would give him
orders, whenever any of your officers are sent in by me,
not to send others in exchang;e till he is furnished with a
list from me of such as 1 would choose to prefer, which
shall always be done as soon as possible. For as the pris-
oners seldom pass my Head-Quarters on their way, it is
not in my power to transmit such lists hy them without
occasioning their delay. If this mode is not complied with
in future, I shall be under the disagreeable necessity of
stopping others from going in, as my ideas and expectations
are by no means answered from what has happened.

I enclose you a list of seven officers, who were sent in
from Bristolon the 14th, and of two officers and two pri-
vates, who accompany the present flag. As the remainder
of all those who were in the State of Pennsylvania are on
the road and expected here daily, I shall defer making a
demand of those I would choose in exchange till the whole
come up.

I am, with due respect, sir, your most obedient servant,
Go. WASHINGTON.

To Lieutenant-General Howe.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL MAGAW.

Head-Quarters, Bucks County, 17th December, 1776,

DEAR SIR: As an exact return of the officers, with their
names and ranks, and the number of non-commissioned
officers and privates, taken at Fort Washington, will be
necessary to carry an exchange into execution, you will
please to furnish me with it as soon as convenient. And
as General Howe only transmitted me an account of the
number of officers returned by Sir Guy Carleton, under
parole, from Canada, without specifying their names and
ranks, be pleased to apply to Mr. Commissary Loring for
the same, and send it to me with your own return.

I am, dear sir, yours, &c.,
G Wo. ASHINGTON.

To Colonel Robert Magaw, Fifth Pennsylvania, Prisoner.

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO COLONEL PALFREY.

Head-Quarters, December 17th, 1776.

SIR: I am commanded by his Excellency to inform you,
that as there may be several demands for money at Peeks-
kill for recruiting and other purposes, he thinks you ~1ad
better send by Mr. Sheldon such a sum as will pe suffiCient
for every purpose, to be paid on General Heath's warrants.
The opportunity by the Major will be the best that may
happen for some considerable time, as his Excellency has
consented to the return of the Connecticut Light. Horse, who
will take it in charge, with one of your clerks, or convey it
to such person as you may appoint to receive it there. You
had better advise General Heath of it by a scribere.

I am, sir, your, &c. R H H ISO. . ARR N.
Palfrey, Pa.rmaster-Gen-To Lieutenant-Colonel William

eral.
I

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF

SAFETY.

Head-Quarters, Bucks County, 17 December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Since I wrote to you yesterday, I have
received information that the enemy are still moving down-
wards; and by their making fascines, they either have not
yet laid aside their designs upon Philadelphia, or they
mean to quarter in the small towns along the river; in
which case I sl1ppo~e they would throw up small works to
pre\1ent a surprise. In either case, jf there are any artiJlcry
or stores at Billingsport, they should be immediately re-
moved, as I find from a late letter from you, that you have
not a sufficient force to protect the works that have been
erected.

I am, gentlemen, with the greatest respect,
Go. W ASHTNGTON.

Council of Safety of Pennsylvania.

GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Bethlehem, 17th December, 1776.

SIR: General Arnold this moment received from me YOllr
Excellency's letter to him of the 14th instant. From in-
telligence which he thinks authentick, Rhode-Island has
been some time in possession of the enemy, and .so consider-
able a force from Connecticut had assemhled opposite to
Bristol Ferry, as to render any further attempt of the Brit-
ish forces impracticable in that quarter. Upon malUrecon-
sideration, 1 think it is best for the publick service that
General Amold should previously wait upon your Excel-
lency, communicate the intelligence he has received, and
take such ample instructions as the importance of the ser-
vice be is desIgned to execute may require.

I am your Excellency's, &c.) &c., &c.
To his Excellency General Washington.

WILLIAM SHIPPEN, JUN., TO RICHARD HENRY LEE.

Bethlehem, Tuesday, December 17,1776.

DEAR SIR: After rpuch difficulty and expense, I have
removed all the sick to Easton, Bethlehem, and Allentown;
their number is now much reduced, and all in a good way.
I send twentyor thirty weekly to join the Army. There is
no Paymaster or General near us, and I am almost out of
cash; I must therefore beg the favour of you to procure
me five thousand do]Jars, and send them by the bearer, Dr.
Halling, for the use of the Hospitals. You will please to
give a receipt for me, &c. Mrs. Shippen and the children
arrived safe on Thursday morning, and are happily settled
in this peaceful tOWIl. I have not heard of my clothes and
old wine; fear the varlets have them as secure a.spoor Gen-
eral Lee. Ob l what a damned sneaking way of being
kidnapped. I can't bear to think of it. I sawall his
troops, about four thousand, this morning, marching fi'om
Easton, about two days' march fl'om Washington,in good
spirits, and much pleased with theil' General (Sullivan.)
General Gates, with nine hundred men, marches from this
place this afternoon and to-morrow. We hear GenerallIeath
is within k)lJrdays' march; with three thousand men. God
send that all joined may save Philadelphia, and disap-
point the cursed Tories this winter. Where are your good
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Colonel Lee, of the honourable
Philadelphia.

P. S. From a tedious experience I have learned what is
necessary in a ,nilitary hospital, and think it my duty to
give my opinion thereon, to my friends in Congress. I have
attended to this matter more carefully, because I saw on my
first entering the Army, that many more brave Americans feJl
a sacrifice to neglect and iniquity in the medical department,
than fell by the sword of the enemy. I saw Directors, but
no direction. Physicians and Surgeons, but too much about
their business, and the care of the sick committed to young
boys, in the character of mates, quite ignorant, and, as I am
informed, hired at half price, &c., &c., &c. Some I found
honestly doing the duty of their stations. How far my own
department has been better filleddoes not become me to say,
and I am not ashamed to own that I am conscious of many
imperfections, but flatter myself that none of them have GENERALM'DOUGALLTOGENEnALHEATH.
arisen fi'om want of care and integrity in the Director, or Morris-Town,December17th,1776.
skill and industry in his Physicians, Surgeons, and Mates; l\h DEARGENERAL:I arrived here the next day after theall the latter, he can with pleasure declare, have done more distressing intelligence of General Lee's being made a pris-
than their duty cheerfully. Some have arisen from my in- oner. The enemies of the country and their secret agents areexperience, some fi'om the scarcity of many articles neces- so many, that the friends of the cause judged it not advisa-sary for the sick, and some from the distracted, flying state ble for me to follow General Lee's division, as it was thirtyof the Army. All these causes, I persuade myself, will in miles ahead, without a guard. I therefore determined toa great measure be removed in the next campaign, if our wait the arrival of the troops under the command of Co]onelcruel enemies risk another. I would humbly propose the Vose. I found Colonel ]t1o!Jlanhere the evening I arrived,following arrangement as necessary, and I hope adequate to in quest of the troops of General Gates's division, in ordermaking the sick soldiery comfortable and happy: Suppose to quicken their march to join General Washington; butthree armies, a Northern, Middle, and Southern; to each of Colonel Vose's detachment was not then arrived, nor did it
these the following officers: reach this until this day at noon.

1 Director and Surgeon Gen'l, at 35s. Od. and 8 rations. By the enclosed copy of General Lee's letter to the Col-
3 Subor AssistantDirectors, - 22 6 and 6 do. onel, with the assertionsof ColonelFord and the Rev. Mr.

10 Surgeons or Physicians, - - 20 0 and 4 do. Caldwell, it appears that General Lee gave them assurances
20 Mates, - - - - 7 6 and 2 do. that this corps should not cross the Delaware, but be left

1 Apothecary-General, - - - 20 0 and 4 do. here to support the drooping spirits of the Militia of the
4 Mates, - - - - - 7 6 and 2 do.. Counties not in hands of the enemy, who are greatly fa-
1 to act as Quart.ermaster-Gen'l }12 6 and 4 do. tigued by constant duty, and the inhabitants greatly dis-

and Commissary-General, tressed by the incursions and ravages of the enemy. And
3 Deputies, or one to every hun- l 7 6 and 2 do. there is great reason to apprehend, if the Militia are not sup-

dredsick, - - - - 5 portedby the aidand presenceofContinentaltroops,they
1 Steward to every hundred sick, 5 0 and 2 do. will be dispirited, and perhaps disperse. Colonel Ford and
1 Matron to - - do. - - 3 9 and 2 do. Mr. Caldwell, in support of General Lee's intention, adduce
1 Ward-Master to do. - - 5 0 and 1 do. your letter of the 15th instant, wherein you say" Lieuten-
1 Nurse to every fifteen sick, -] 0 0 per week, ant-Colonel Vose, with three regiments from TicQnderoga,

instead of one to every ten, marched this day from Paramus towards your quarter. I
at 7s. 6d.; they are not to alII in hopesthat with hisaid youwill be able to effectevery
be had at 7s. 6d. purpose which you wish." Which they say could not be

1 to act as Secretary and Store-l
7 6 and 2 rations. accomplished if those troops continued their march to join

keeper to every Hospital, 5 General Washington. In this state of things I wish to have
The Directors-General and Sub-Directors to be chosen by your direction; for if I advise the Colonel to proceed, and

the Congress; the Physicians, Surgeons, and Apotheca- the consequences apprehend take place, I may be blamed.
ries, by the Directors; the Mates by the Physicians and If I detain him, after Colonel Moylan's coming in quest of
Surgeons, after a strict examination; all.other officers by the the Northern troops, I am subject to be censured; and
Directors. therefore think it expedient to wait your express orders for

Not less than this, in my opinion, will induce men prop- this corps before they move.
erly qualified to engage; and any others will be dear at any I have the honour to be your very humble servant,
price.. ALEX. McDoUGALL,Brigadier-General.

I have the honour to be, dear sir, YOllrvery humble ser- Major-General Heath, at Hackinsack.
vant,

WILLIAMSHIPPEN Jun. P. S. Since I wrote the above, a part of the Mi1itiaunder
N R' t I H 't I'll b 'T Colonel Ford had a skirmish with the enemy at Spring-o e~lIne~
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of medicines as the Directors shall think proper.

Bethlehem, December 20, 1776.

ladies? My love and best compliments to them, and desire
they will take care of themselves, lest om retrograde sol-
diers will run them down. I wish you would introduce a
new step into your army; I am sure they are perfect in tbe
back step by this time. Compliments to the Adamses,
&c., &c.

I am yours, very affectionately,
W. SHIPPEN, Jun.

Continental Congress,

COLONEL PALFREY TO GENERAI~ HEATH.

Newtown, 17th December, 1776.

DEARGENERAL: Agreeable to orders I have received
from General Wash.ington, I have.sent in the care of Colo-
nel Sh.eldon one hundred and thirty-four thousand dolJars,
for paying the troops, recruiting, and other purposes; also
twenty-two thousand seven hundred and fifty more for pay-
inO"General Wadsworth's brigade, to be paid by your war-
ra~ts. He has o.rdered me to appoint a Deputy in your
department. I wouJdchoose Mr. Hazard, ifhe is at Peeks-
kill; if he is absent, Mr. Nat. Glover, who was my clerk,
and left sick at the house opposite to where Colonel p.ut-
nam lived. If neither of them are at hand, appoint any
person most agreeable to you, and I will send the~ pl'Oper
authority. YQu'll be so kind as to send me a receipt from
the person in whose hands the money is deposited. They
are to make returns to me as often as possible of what money
they pay, and the demands they may have.

I most heartily wish you happiness and success, and am,
dear General, yours sincerely,

W PM. ALFREY.
Excuse my great haste.

Hon. Major-GenerallIeath.

COLONEL FORD TO GENERAL HEATH.

Chatham, 17th December, 1776, ten o'clock in the Evening, ~
and twelve miles west of Elizabeth-Town, 5

DEAR SIR: We have since sunset had a brushwith the
enemy, four miles below this, in which we have suffered,
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and our Militia much disheartened. They are all retreated
to this place, and will in all probability be attacked by day-
break. The enemy, we have reason to believe, are double
our numbers. General McDougall is with the northern
batt.alions that were coming on with Colonel Vose, and in-
tends marching directly to General Washington. He is this
night in lllorris-Town,eight miles west of this, and we have
no expectationsof his assistance. If in your wisdom you
can assist us, we may possibly beat them .yet; but without
your aid we can't stand. They are encamped (say one
thousand British troops) at Springfield, and will be joined
by four hundred and fifty Waldeckers from Elizabeth- Town,
by the next morning's light. I know, sir, it is not for me,
nor would I presume, to direct you, but if you can consist-
ently, 1 beg and pray you wOl!ldcome to our assistance. I
you think proper to corne to our assistance, the bearer will
give you our situation and that of the enemy,and be your
guide; after which you will be a proper judge whether to
beat up their rear or march in their front and join us, or
rather suffer us to join you, and march the whole down
upon them.

Am your most obedient servant,
JACOBFORD,Jun., Colonel.

To the Hon. General Heath, at SecondRiver or Hackin-
sack.

.
GENERAL GEORGE CLINTON TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Pyramus, 17th December, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I arrived at the City near Kakiate on Sunday,
where I found Colonels Woodhull's, McClaghry's, Haw-
thorn's, and Alison's regiments of Militia, consisting of about
twelve hundred men, exclusive of commissioned officers,
waiting with the utmost anxiety for orders to move forward.
I found that General Heath had marched his division down
to Orange- Town, and from thence had proceeded to Hack-
ensack; but as I could not learn what reception he had met
with on his arrival there, and could not know but for want
of succour he might fail in his expedition, I thought it most
expedient to proceed thither myself, accompanied by some
of my officers and a small detachment of Light~Horse. I
did so accordingly. I arrived there yesterday afternoon,
and found that tbe enemy, who were but few in number,
on the General's approach had precipitately fled, accom-
panied by a number of principal Tories, leaving in town, at
the bridge, and on board of vessels in the river, a large quan-
tity of valuable 'stores, great part of which were removed to

this place, and on the road hither. Just before I arrived, a
considerable body of the enemy were discovered by our out
scouts to cross fl'Om Fort 1fashington to this shore, in two
bodies, a number moving from the southward towards Toto-
way Bridge, and another party was seen opposite Hack-
ensack Ferri}. In consequence of which the General had
ordered a retreat to this place, to cover the stores he had sent
forward here, and prevent their encircling him. I thought
prudent, considering the movements of tbe enemy and his
strength, which consists only of about six hundred privates.
It was effected in the night.

By the General's advice, I have ordered down Colonels
Woodhull's and McClaghry's regiments to this place, and
hourly expect them in. I hope the different situation of our
affairs since the issuing of my orders will justify me in the
opinion of the honourable the Convention in this small de-
viationfromthem,especiallyas GeneralHeath cannot effect
any thing without great risk, without this small reinforce-
ment. I thought to have disposedof the remaining regiments
under my command in the manner mentioned in the enclosed
letter to Colonel Allison, which I wrote and intended send-
ing him, but feared it might be considered as too great a
deviation from my orders. I therefore thought it best first
to transmit it to you, and if it should Illeet the approbation
of your honourable House, beg you will forward it by
express to him. Tbe reasons why I wish to have a regi-
ment at Tappan is not only to protect onr friends there, but
if the enemy should advance wbile we attack them in front,
that regiment might fall upon their rear.

The two regiments from the north end of Ulster County
are not yet arrived. I mean to station them near the passes
in tbe Highlands. The Tories who remained in Hacken-
wck were in the utmost consternation on General Heath's to
them unexpected and suddenentry into the town. He took

and sent hither about sixty of them, five regulars, and up-
wards of one hundred small-arms, &c.

I am, with due respect, your most obedient servant,
GEO. CLINTON.

I forgot to mention that ColoneI1~ll1lcom'sregimentwere
dismissed berore I could see him. I have shown Gf'neral
Heath your order or request respecting Malcom's and Thom-
as's regiments, but ha ve not yet received his orders respecting
the latter. I enclose you a letter from someof the Commit-
tee of Orange-Town, which I received on my way hither.

To the Honourable the President of the Convention of
the State of New- York.

GENERAL GEORGECLINTON TO COLONEL ALLISON.
Peyeames, 17 December, 1776.

DEAR SIR: On receipt hereof you are to move with your
regiment down to Orange-Town, and there continue till
further orders. You'll be careful on your march thither to

keep out proper advanced and flank guards, and when there
the necessary guards and scouting parties to prevent your
being surprised by the enemy.

You'll give every protection in your power to the friends
of the United States in that quarter of the country. At
the same time you'll endeavour to discover, apprehend,
and secure the enemies of. said States, who may be found
lurking or under arms in that quarter, that they may, if
taken alive, be delivered over to the civil authority, to be
dealt with according to their crimes. Take special care,
however, tbat your troops do not plunder the inhabitants
under any pretence whatever. If the British troops should
approach you with superiour numbers, or llndfJr such advan-
tages as to render it imprudent to give them battle, in either
of these cases retreat in order, so as to regain the passes
in the Highlands near Sydenham's. Colonel Hathorn's
regiment will continue where they now are, and stand
ready to sustain you in case of necessity, and to strengthen
the pass near Sydenham's. ColonellIasbrouck's regiment,
which must ere this have arrived, must occupy Haverstraw,
in order to secure tbe passesin the Highlands near the river,
and to reinforce Fort Montgomery in case any attempt should
be made against it. You'll therefore deliver the command-
ing officers of those regiments copies of this order, that they
may govern themselves accordingly. You'll take the
proper steps to ensure your being furnished with provisions
at Orange-Town, and your Quartermaster will draw the
necessary ammunition from the Army Quartermaster-Gen-
eral, Major Taylor, at Haverstraw, of which you must be
very careful, that if not used it may be returned.

I am, your humble servant, G CEORGE LINTON.

To Colonel William Allison.

ISAAC NICOLL TO JOHN M'KESSON.

Peeks-Kill, December 17th, 1776:

DEAR SIR: I last night received the disagreeable news
of General Lee being taken a prisoner. It has come so
straight tbat I believe it is beyond a doubt he was taken
at Baskenridge last Thursday night. It seems he lodged
three miles in the rear of the Army, and a Tory of thut
place went to the Regulars and told them of it, and piloted
tbe Light-Horse to him, who took him prisoner. The time
is now come that every Qne who is a friend to his country
ollght to stand forth, and in the situation our enemy is now,
in the Jerseys, I think a fatal stroke may be struck. Let
the people be called from all parts, and in the name of God
cnt them off from the face of tbe earth, with the damn'd
Tories. The secret expedition the Convention has planned
ought, in my opinion, to be drove on with al\ expedition.
I tbink it is likely that General Lee had the last returns
from Generals Heath and Spencer. If they are found with
him, is it not likely that General Howe will muster what
troops he can spare out of New- York, joined with tbe Tories
and Rogers's Rangers, and scour this county, take the stores
at North-Castle, and perhaps advance to tbis post.

I hear the fleet sent to the eastward has landed at New-
Port. The inhabitants capitulated. About cine third left
the town, and two thirds staid.

I mn, in haste, your :;;incerefriend and humble servant,
ISAAC NICOLL.

To John McKesson, Esq.
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THOMAS MOFFAT TO JOHN M'KESSON.

Peeks-Kill, 17 December, 1776.

SIR: Yesterday, by order of Colonel Nicoll, I went on
board the enemy's flag at Verplank's Point, and delivered the
letter from Convention directed to Messrs. Inglis, Livings-
ton, and ~/JIoore,who were all highly pleased with the favour
granted them, and desired me to return their compliments to
Convention for the polite usage tbey had received from that
body. Mr. Inglis would bave wrote them a note of compli-
ments himself, but had unfortunately lost bis inkstand.

.Mr. Inglis and the other gentlemen expressed a desire of
having another vessel witb a flag from bere, to assist them
down to New- York with their families, as the vessel on
board of wbich they are is small, and much cramped. If a
matter of that kind should be granted, and a capable person
put aboard, perhaps some important discovery might be
made at this juncture.

.

I am, with respect, sir, your most obedient and very
humble servant, THOMASMOFFAT.
To John McKesson, Esq., Fishkill.

COLONEL SWARTWOUT TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Fort Constitution, December 17, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Enclosed you have the proceedings of a
Court-Martial in consequence of Peter Harris's deserting
twice, and his unbecoming behaviour since his return. Peter
Harris, a soldier of Captain Veal's company, was brought
here some time last week, by his father-in-law, Captain
Reynolds, in order to get him clear from punishment. After
bis I:lther's interceding a great while, I consented he should
be brought in; would give him a smart reprimand, and all his
former crimes should stand good against him, and should be
put on duty every day, and for the same should receive no
pay; but in case he should commit any crime, should be
tried for old and new. Now, gentlemen, I send to you, by
Lieutenant Platt, said Harris, for you to determine the
matter with him, as you think most best.

1 am, with the greatest respect, your very humble ser-
vant ,

JACOBUS SWARTWOUT.

To the honourable Convention of the State of New- York,
at Fishkills.

COURT-MARTIAL ON PETER HARRIS.

Fort Constitution, December 16th, 1776.

At a Regimental Court-Martial, held this day, Captain
Barnardus Swartwout, President.

Lieut. Charles Platt, Lieut. Nathaniel Potter,
Lieut. Jacobus Horton, Lieut. Simeon Lefever.
Peter Harriss, soldier, of Captain Israel Veal's company,

Colonel JacobltS Swartwout's regiment, being brought be-
fore this Court, and charged with desertion and tbreateninlT
violence to his Captain and others-

0

The prisoner confesses the charge, and owns himself
gui1ty, and prays the mercy of tbis Court.

Tbis Court are of opinion tbat Peter Harriss is guilty
of desertion and abuse in the grossest manner, and think the
most proper step they can take with him is to recommend
him to the Con vention for their determination, and likewise
to send a true state of his crime, which i~ as follows: He
being a volunteer, and having deserted twice, and taken the
full bounty, and never done one month's service, and be-
haved himself otherwise very bad, and now threatening
violence to them who offered to apprehend him, as swearing
he would be revenged as soon as he was discharged.

BERNARDUSSWARTWOUTT,Captain.

NEW-YORK CONVENTION TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

[Without date.]

SIR: Mr. Duer, with se~'eral other members of Conven-
tion, is now attending the Army raised within this State, on
a secret expedition projected by this Convention, with a
view to cooperate with your Excellency or attempt to
create a diversion in your favour. For this reason your
Excellency's letter of the 14th instant to that gentleman
has been laid before the Committee of Safety. Anxious for
the publick good, they have long viewed the want of cloth-
ing lor the Army as a very capital misfortune. Unhappily
deprived of all our sea-ports, the means of importation are

total1y cut off from this State, and we have in vair endeav-
oured to procure a supply from Congress and. our sister
States, or a part of the Continental bounty. The recruits
are importunate, and express the utmost discontent that it
is withheld. Discontent is increased by their being ordered
to march to the Northern posts, which are in a manner des-
titute of garrison. A spirit of desertion is alrearly prevailing;
and the recruiting service, which in the beginning was
uncommon]y successful, now meets with discouragement.
Perplexed with this difficulty, it was with the I.1tmost satis-
faction that we learned that a quantity of clothing for the
Continental troops were stored at this place. They arrived
at Pakskill about a month ago, remained there several
days, were then sent to Fishkill Landing, about twenty
miles north of Peebkill, stored for a week, and then trans-
ported by land to this town,' sj1{miles east of the landing,
and stored there for several days, without any effort to have
them made into clothes, or, according to our information,
any order to forward them to your Excellency. Add to
that, that the Deputy Quartermaster-General, Mr. Hughes,
informed one of the members that part of the goods were to
be left here fOI'the use of the Continental troops within this
State. From all these circumstances, Convention was led
to conclude that there could be no impropriety in applying
them accordingly. It is true that he was not inclined to
deliver them without your Excellency's direction, though
he finally consented, on the importunity of the Committee
of Convention appointed to procure clothing for the Con-
tinental troops in this department. These are the facts;
and if we have erred, it is from an earnest anxiety to pro-
mote the publick service, which was, and still is, suffering for
want of compliance with the encouragement which Congress
have ordered to the new levies.

You may be assured, sir, that nothing is further from our
wishes than to interfere in the military line, or abridge your
Excellency's unquestionable province; on the contrary, we
lament it as a misfortune that from your late necessary
retreat and remote situation, so great a share of the military
operations in this quarter is cast upon us, and that we are
compelled to turn our attention to matters out of the line of
the civil power, and so]ely resting with your Excellency.
The l'equest communicated to Mr. Duer for forwardinO'
such of the goods as have not been delivered to Continental
recruits, shall be instantly complied with. Permit us to
assure your Excellency that there is not the least room for
apprehending that any stores of goods passing through this
State will be detained. The respect we bave always shown
a,nd sincerely feel for your person and office, our uniform and
cheerful compliance with all your requisitions, and zeal for
the common cause, and the great and continued exertions
of this State, ought, we flatter ourselves, to secure us £I'om
such suspicion. In the instance of which your Excellency
complains, we conceived we were serving the pub]jrk,
tbough we were sensible that in that, as well as many other
respects, we were acting out of our proper sphere. It is out
of our power to clothe the quota of levies of this State: our
Militia constantly employed in the field, are drawn from
their ordinary business; the inhabitants themselves are des-
titute; we have few manufacturers, and cloth of every
kind is scarce and dear beyond description. We have in-
formed the Committee of our inability, as well as the Quar-
termaster-General. \Ve ha ~'e no answer 01' aid from either,
but assure ourselves that when your Excellency's arduous
sitUation. shall permit, these circumstances, which give us
unspeakable distress, will claim your attention. The First
New- York Battalion, commanded by Colonel Van Sclwick,
and recruited to about four hundred men, is already marched
to garrison Fort George or Ticonderoga, for the safety of
which, against a winter campaign, we are not ",jthout strong
apprehensions, as the troops stationed at those important
fortresses march off immediately on the expil'ation of the
term of their inlistment. Had this State been encumhered
with raising only the five battalions assigned for its quota,
we flatter ourselves that under every difficulty OUI'engage-
ments to Congress would soon have been complied with.
But besides the battalion under our immediate direction,
Colonel Hazen and Colonel James Livingston, and e~'en
Colonel Tflarner and Bumbers of their officers, are recruit-
ing within a State already deprived of a great part of its
territory. I have the honour to be, &c.

His Excellency General Washington.
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weather, she lost sight of her seven prizes, whom she meant
to see safe jn port. They are worth between two and
three hundred thousand pounds sterling, prime cost, as I
am informed. One has sixteen thousand full suits of clothes,
designed fi>r the soldiers iu Cnnada, each suit, including
shirts and two pair shoes, amounting to eight pounds ster-
ling. This ship mounted sixteen guns, was pierced for
twenty or one-and-twenty, bore down upon the Alfred,
who concealed her lower ports, with a view of taking her,
and was herself caught. She is a remarkable fine sailer.
Captain Jones, of the Alfred, put in her fuHcomplementsof
guns, took out all her men, and manned her with a hundred
of his own. Yesterday an armed vessel was to sail, and
cruise off Nantucket Shoals for her, to give information of
the enemy's being at Rhode-Island. The Council have also
sent expresses directing that boats should keep a good ]ook-
out for her. I trust that Providence wjH make her a deo-
dand (I mean a gift of God!) to us. We have our fears
however. We have cause for hoping that she has not got
into 1VewpoTt,considering the weather and other circum.
stances. Am told that another of the prizes has bombs,
mortars, &c., on board. The Captain has brought in all the
prisoners, to the amount of one hundred and sixty; among
them some officers,and the Judge, a nephew of Lord EjJillg-
ham, of course of Lady Cadeton. This gentleman may
possibly induce the General to admit of a flag of truce going
to him, though it is not to supplicate his Majesty's mercy,
and may cure Howe's shuffling witb, instead of exchanging,
Cadeton's prisoners.

Accounts were received yesterday from Rhode-Island
that Carleton had been obliged to hang three or four sol-
diers for ravishing the women.

Would it not answer a valuab]e purpose, was an authen-
tick account to be transmitted this way of the plunderings
of the R~gu]ars, without regard to Whig or Tory, in order to
its being published? Your Excellency will be too much
engaged to attend to such a matter, but you can prevail
upon some of your suite to write to me.

At Salem a noble spirit was discovered in raising the
troops for the three months. Gentlemen of considerable
fortune turned out volunteers, several worth many thousand
sterling. Should your Excellency visit their quarters, I am
sure it will be a pleasure to you to see and take notice of
them. The gentlemen of Boston expect to engage their
proportion for the whole three years.

The Cadet company have furnished thirty-six gentlemen,
who have signed a petition, to be presented this day to
Council, requesting that they may be appointed officers in

WILLIAMGORDONTOGENERALWASHINGTON. one of tbe battalions to be furni5hed by the Massachusetts
JamaicaP]a.in,December17,1776. State. They mean to wipe away the reproach that has

My DEARSIR: I have been for some time past in pain lain long upon Boston for not furnishing the Army with
for your Excellency, but still in hopes that you wouldre- more military men. I hope there will be no invincible
ceive a reinforcement sufficient and soon enough to prevent obstacles in the way, preventinO'a compliance; for as they
the enemy's crossing the pelaware, or marching down by have been well educated, know'"more of the world than the
it on the Jersey side toward Philadelphia. Accountsyes- country clowns,have a sense of honour,a spirit of emu]a-
terday relieved us from our anxiety, and have given us tion, and understand their exercise, expect that, should they
reason to conclude that the Regulars have left Brunswick have a regiment, it will be .as fine and as well disciplined a
and gone down by water to Staten-Island. If so, we may corps as any upon the Continent.
consider the campaign as over; and upon a review, have When I acquaint YOUl'Excellency that I am preparing
reason to be thankful. Certain it is, that if we have not for that history in which you are so deeply concerned and
succeeded in every instance to the utmost of our wishes, make so eminent a fiO'ure,and in the forming of which you
'tis no less so with thfJ enemy, who, so far from having made were so obliging as t; assure me you would assist by fur-
a conquest of the Continent, have not completed the reduc- nishinO' materials, YOUl' Excellency will conclude that I
tion of a single Province, not even that in which they had do not despair of the commonwealth, but look for a happy
the most interest. Whatever puffs the Ministry may cook conclusion to the present noble struggle. Should our cause
up and present to the publick, they that expected more miscanT, it will be owing to our own supineness and selfish-
solid doings and to have had matters settled, will find them- ness; but these, I flatter myself, are at their summit, and
seh'cs wretchedly disappointed. Our friends in Europe will will abate shortly.
judge that, all things considered, we have made a glorious YOUI'Excellency would do the country great service,
campaign. France and Spain will be likely to believe that would you urge it upon our Genel'al Court to (ortify the
we shall not be an incumbrance to them in case of their de- harbour of Boston td the utmost, and make the necessary
daring ~ar against Great Britain, but the contrary. I provision for its being effectUally defended, that so, should
can heartily bless God for having carried us so wel1 through the Ministry set on foot an expedition against it early the
the year, and thankful1y make my acknowledgments, as next spring, the same may not succeed.
an individual, ~o your Lxcellency and others, who have Do me the favour, my dear sir, of making my respectful
been use~ as Hlstrllments therein. Should a few prizes, compliments to your suite, to Generals Putnam, Greene,
whose ~/TIvalwe h~ve not yet heard of, get safe in, the bal- Lord Stirling, &c. Mrs. Gordon joins in warmest wishes for
ance will be m?ch IIIour favour.. your safety and success, and pray you, when you write to

The Alfred ISgot to Boston harbour, desIgned for Rhode- your lady, to transmit our respects, as a]so to MI'. and Mrs.
[sland; but the wind coming contrary, may have been the Custis. The coldness of the weather has injured the wli.
means of saving her. This day se'nnight, in thick stormy ting, but my heart is warm and sincere, notwithstanding the
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JOs. TRUMBUI,L TO GOVERNOUR TRu~mULL.

Fishkills, 17th December, 1776.

HONOURED SIR: I arrived at this place this morning.
I went from Peekskill last Wednesday, intending to go to

.~General Washillgton, at Philadelpltia. I proceeded as far
as Morristown, New-Jersey; there I found I could not get
to the General, or to Philadelphia, without going round by
Easton, and I was there also told Congress were going to
Lancaster or Yorktown. This was not true. When at
:Morristown, I stopped for a guide, and while there carne
an account of the enemy's Light-Horse had taken General
Lee, at Wl~ite's Tavern, near BaskenriJge, about seven
miles from :Morristown. This was soon confirmed by Ma-
jor Bradford, one of his Aids-de-Camp, who came into
Morristown, and says that General Lee was at Tflnite's,at
about twelve o'clock; that a party of about sixty Light-
Horse,led by a Tory, who was with the General complain-
ing of the loss of a horse taken by the Army the evening
before, he found where the General was to lodge and break-
fast, and that he was to be at this tavern about noon. He
left them, and rode eighteen miles in the night to Brunswick,
and returned with the party of Light-Horse. They came
up to the house before they were discovered, took away the
Genera] after some little opposition, and the loss of two Light-
Horsemen killed. They went off in a great hurry; carried
off the General without his great coat or hat. In about
three holll's after the cannon played furiously, rejoicing on
the occasion.

General Sullivan now commands that party. He is to
cross Delaware, and join Genera] Washington. General
Gates is at Easton, or thereabout. Brother John is with him.
General' Heath, with about three thousand men, is gone to
Hackensack, and from thence to .Newark, and so on, hanging
upon the enemy's rear. General Washington is reinforced,
and continual1yincreasingin numbers. I expect to stay
here and at Peekskill till after the first of January, unless.
the General orders otherwise, and then corne to Hartford.
I wait his orders. Mr. SheTbrook ftnd Mr. Alexander
Wallace are here; they beg their respects to you, and that
I inform that they have obtained ]ein'e to go into New-
York. Please to teJl Colonel Dyer that his son, Major
Dyer, was wel1 last Thursday, near Head-Quarters, opposite
Trenton.

I am, honoured sir, your dutiful son,
Jos. TRUMBULL.

Governour Trumbull.
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coldness of my hand, while 1 subscrihe myself your very
affectionate friend, and most humble servant,

\VILLIA1\-1 GORDON,

His Excellency George Washington, Generalissimo of the
American forces.

J. WARREN TO MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR.
Plymouth, December 17, 1776.

. SIR: This goes by Captain Bartlett, of the schooner
Elizabeth, charlered on account of the Board, for South- Car-
olina, Maryland, 01' Pennsylvania. She is a hne schooner,
of forty six tons; and I am told he is very capable of seIl-
ing or purchasing a cargo in either of those places, if you
think proper to consign to him. Month's wages are already
paid; you will therefore furnish him with such stores and
cargo as you shall think proper, and despatch him that he
may go anothe~ trip if you want it. I have another schoon-
er, of a smaller size, which I shall send up next week,
unless you think best to order her from here. I shall either
purchase or hire one more, perhaps this day, and shall hire
one for the West-Indies if I can make a cargo, which I have
some prospect of. When you don't approve of my conduct
you will recall me.

I am your most h'umble servant,

To the President of the Board of War.

J . WARREN.

ELLIS GRAY TO CAPTAIN STONE.

Boston, December ]7th, 1776.

SIR : You are hereby empowered to charter a vessel that
will sail well and is floaty, for North- Carolina, sufficient to
carry six hundred barrels naval stores. The Board of War
will allow eight shillings per month, and insure
against the enemy.

Y oLlr humble servant, ELLIS GRAY.

The Board will allow you for the necessary expense in
provisioning a vessel and hands; and your own pay of six
pounds p(~r month is to commence this day.

To Captain Nathaniel Stone.

MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR TO CAPTAIN JOHNSON.

War Office, Boston, December 17th, 1776.

SIR: The Board of War desire you to proceed to Bev-
erly, and despatch the brig Ann to sea. You will agree
with the master and hands on the best terms you can. You
will take the bills of lading for the cargo assigned to your-
self, and give orders to the Captain to proceed with all pos-
sible despatch to Baltimol"e, in Maryland, and back again. .

By order of the Board:
S. P. SAVAGE,President p. t.

Captain Holten Johnson.

MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR TO JOHN BRADFORD.

War Office, Boston, December 17th, 1776.

Sm: The Board of War having intelligence by Captain
Jones, of the Continental ship Alfred, that he left a very
valuable prize five days since, and under the apprehen-
sion of her falling into the enemy's hands, we earnestly
recommend to you to direct one or more of the Continental
schooners now in port, to proceed to sea immediately, and
if possible to give intelligence to the prize-master thaL the
enemy's fleet have possession of the porl of Newport and
the Vineyard Sound.

By order of the Board.
S. PHIPS SAVAGE,President p. t.

John BradJord, Esq.

MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR TO GENERAL GODFREY.

War Office, Bo~ton, December 17, 1776.

Sm: Agreeable to order of Court, the Board of War in-
form you that they have ordered a quantity of provisions to
Providence, under the direction of the Commissary, Mr.
Newman, which is ordered to be deli\"ered agreeable to
estaQlishment; and also a quantity of powder, under the
care of Major Thompson, of Rehoboth, \vhich is ordered to be
distributrd to such General Officers of the ~tate of 1tJassa-
chusetts-Bay as shall apply for it, or to such Captains as
shall make return of a company, twenty-five rounds perman,

said officers and men heing in the service of this State. And
in case MajOl" Thompson leaves Rehoboth, he is directed to
leave the powder with tbe Selectmen of Rehoboth, willt the
above directions.

We shall be glad to hear /i'om you, and of a general
return of our Militia round Rhode-Island. We thiuk it
expedient the powder should be made into cflrtridges, and
recommend the doing this in various sizes; and the strictest
care will he necessary to prevent waste and embezzlement
of ammunition. Ca ptain Me/vil, of the train, is directed to
assist in making up lhe cartridges.

By order of tbe Board:
S. PHIPS SAVAGE,President p. t.

Brigadier-General GodJny.

MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR TO CAPTAIN MF.I.VIL.

War Office, Boston, December 17th, 1776.

SIR: The Board find by your letter to lVf!-.Savage, you
decline the appointment to the place of Commissary. We
therefore desire you to pay the moneys remitted yon, into
the bands of Mr. H. Newman, and also deliver to hilll such
provisions as you bave belonging to this Slate. We shall
expect YOll give all possible assistance to 1\1r. Newman in
the discharge of his duty. We recommend the r11aking tbe
powder at Rehoboth into cartridges, put under the tare of
Major Thomp.wn for that purpose.

By order of the Board:
S. P. SAVAGE, President p. t.

Captain Thomas Melvil. .

AZOR ORNE TO THOMAS CUSHING.

Marblehead, December 17, 1776.

DF.AR SIR: Your favour Ihave before me, arqnaintingof

the resolution of tbe honourable Board respecting tbe Com-

mittee attending at Providence, &c. I shall endea vour to.
be in Bast'lI! by Friday noon, and hflve thus advised Mr.
Dalton. Hope you provide the carriage, that we may be
able to get off on Saturday.

In haste, I am your most humble servant,
AZOR ORNE.

Hon. Thomas Cushing, Esq.

MEMORIAL OF COMMITTEE OF SUNBURY, NOVA-SCOTIA.

To the General Assembly oJthe State oJ MASSACHUSETTS-
BAY:

The l.,If-morialoj the Committee oj SaJcty in the County oj
SUNBURY, in N ov A-SCOTIA, humbly showeth:

That the Chiefs of the St. John's Indians havinO' the

summer past been to the General Assembly of the St~te of
the j}lossachusetts, and there entered into an alliance or treaty

with the States; which treaty was afterwards ratified by
Colonel Francis Shaw, in behalf of the States, and the

tribe of said lndians being in general assembled at St.
John's; in which treaty lhe Indians say it was stipulated
that they should be supplied with goods at a reasonable rate,
and that Colonel Shaw promised them that goods should be
sent lhem to St. John's immediately after his arrival at Bos-
ton, which goods have not yet arrived, and no inteJligence re-
ceived concerning them; and the Indians being in a naked,
suffering condition, begin to accuse the States with the
breach of faith.

They further say that they were to be allowed a priest,
to worship in their own way, and the French priests in
Canada being almost universaJly in fal'ollr of the King's
party, they do not choose to have any concern with them,
not even to take absolution from such an one. Weare con-
vinced that it will not be possible to keep them long easy
without a person to exercise the functions of a priest among
them. But we recommend to your wise consideration
whether there doth n.ot now appear a favourable opportuniry
to bring them off from their superstitious errours; and as
several of their \Val'l'iour~ have lately been engaged in an
expedilion against Fort Cumberland, and others gone to the

westward, the Committee have hitherto supplied their fam-
ilies with provision, but conld not supply them with cloth-
ing, the Indians seem very uneasy at their disappointment.

The Committee therefore humbly beg your Honours
would take some measures to satisfy the Indians in these
matters, odJerwise the States will be in danger of losing
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their friend<;hip; and your memorialist, as in dut), bound, wiIl
ever pray, &c., &c., &c.

Signed by order of tbe Committee:
JACOB BARKER, Chairman.

Dated at IUaugerville, in the County of Sunbury, Decem-
ber 17th, 1776.

Return of INDIANSpresent in the Expedition against FORT
CU~lBERLAND.

Governotlr Ambrose Bear, John Corlease, Att. Jaennis,
Torno. Sqllatpan, Pierre Pr1l!£way,Newelis Newell, Lewis
Newell, John Baptist, Pierre Torno, Michael Baptist,
Joseph TOlno, Joseph TOlno, Jun., Pierre Coleau, Abra-
ham, Supabtist Le Port, Pazil;-St. John's II/dians, who
have lost in the aforesaid expedition five canoes and two
guns. ,

Mic7cmac Indians-Captain Charles, Andrew, Pierre
Paul, Nicholas.

This may certify all concered, that tbe Indians within
mentioned were present in tbe expedition against Fort Cum-
berland, for the space of eigbt weeks, and met with tbe loss
therein mentioned.

Witness my hand, at Maugerville, on the river St. John's,
this 17th December, 1776. JONATHANEDDY

T
,

Commanding the United Forces.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER RECEIVED IN LONDON, FROM PORTS-
l\IOUTH, ENGLAND, DATED DECEMBER 18, 1776.

This day arrived here the Fowey man-of-war, from New-
Yor7c. She has brought some despatches from General
Howe, among which, we hear, are the letters sent by Gen-
eral Washington to the Congress at Philadelphia, which
were intercepted on the road and brought to General Howe.
The purport of them is tbe present state of the Army under
his command, and the improbability of his attacking the
King's forces with any hopes of success, and also his ina-
bility of keeping his present hold much longer. He fiJl"ther
says In them, tbat unless the Congress could furnish him
with several more battalions against tbe opening of the next
campaign, he should not be able to make head against tbe
King's troops. Tbe nomination of the officers, he remarks,
must be left with him, as those he has already under his
command were not fit to be trusted, both on account of
their want of fidelity and milit~y skill.

EXTRACT FROM SAMUEL CURWEN'S JOURNAL, EXETER, ENG-
LAND, DECEMBER 18, 1776.

By a Mr. Lloyd, of the Twentieth Regiment, just arri~-ed

in tbe Lord Howe frigate fi'om Quebeck, and who was on
the lake with Burgoyne and Carleton, a report is brought
that a merchantman met the Active frigate at sea, -and
learned that General Washington had abandoned the lines
at Kingsbridge, left his cannon and stores, and that his
Army is mouldered away; that New- York, New-Jersey,
Pennsylvania, and 1Uaryland, have deserted the Union, and

declared for Government; speaks of the" Yankees," as he
is pleased to call them, in the most contemptuous terms, as
cowards, poltroons, cruel, and possessing every bad ql!ality
the depra ved be3rt can be cursed with; and says the Reg-
ulars at Trois-Rivieres took five hundred prisoriers, killed
one hundred, and lost only three men, who were killed by
Yankees, who had got u pan trees and fired down on them.

It is my earnest wish the despised Americans may con-
vince these conceited Islanders, tbat without reguJar stand-
mg armies our Continent can furnish brave soJdiers and
judicious and expert commanders, by some knock-down,
irrefragable argument; fi)r then, and not till then, may we
expect generous or fair treatment. It piques my pride, I
confess, to heal' us called" our Colonies, our Plantations,"
in such terms and with such airs as if our property and
persons were absolutely theirs, like tbe "vi]]ains" a.ndtbeir
cottages in the old feudal system; so long since abolished,
though tbe spirit or leaven is not tota]]y gone, it seems.

St. John's, Antigua, December 18,1776.

An American agent arri\'ed at St. Kitts a few days ago,
with two thousand pounds in dollars, to buy woolen stuffs,
&c., to send to America tbis winter. Our mercbants, who,

'"'
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to a man, are all, by profession, opinionated in favour of
GO\'ernment, smiled at the sight of tbe dollars, which for a
while suspending their loyalty, they supplied tbe American
agent wilb every thing be wanted. Some days aftPr tbe
agent had safely landed his cargo at St. Eu.statl:a, informa-
tion was given to the Commander-in-Chief, who issued a
proclamation, prohibiting the exportation of woolen stuff.
Pray, wbether is tbe policy of the Council, or the. loyalty
of the merchants, most visible?

GOVERNOUROF VIRGINIA TO THE BOARD OF WAR.

Williamsburgh, December 18th, 1776.

SIR: Enclosed is a list of necessaries wanted for the
Cavalry of tbis Commonwealth, which are ordered to join
General Washington, agreeable to a requisition of Congress.
A few thing, comprised in this list have been furnished here;
perhaps one hundred arms, or tbereabouts, will be fonnd lhe
troops when they arrive with you.

I have the honour to be, sir,'your most humble servant,
P. HENRY, Pt.

P. S. The prisoners of war are not yet sent. The ope-
rations YOUI'way may possibly induce some alterations of
the former requisitions. Please to inform me. P. H.

To Richard Peters, Esq., Secretary of the War Office,
Philadelphia.

o
I

To be recruited to full complement.

<D 'Dead, strayed, and crippled horses.

:=:
I

Saddles.

__~
I

Bridles.

gs
I

Halters.

.
«!

I

Buckles and Straps.

~
I

Slings.
-

§-, Pads.

~ I
Curry.combs,

t;;;
I

Brushes.

~
I

Nose-bags.

~
I

Breast.plates.

~
I

Spurs-pairs.

~ I

Caps.

S
I

Cartridge-boxes.

:t
I

Holsters.

t;5
I

Boots.

i;;
I

Coats-blue faced with red.

~
I

Coats-brown wilh green.

~I Leathe;breeches.

;:g
I

Blankets.

~
I

Canteens.

;g;
I

Camp-kettles.

ro
I

Axes.

""
'Drums.

I
Trumpets.

~-lp:;k~~~

~
I

Carbines,

~
I

Pistols-pairs.

~
I

Spears.

~ 'Tomahawks.

0> 'Standards.

~ Camp colours,

'.Men.

I
Horses.
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Resolution of the Hmm of Delegates of VIRGIN!A,trans-
mitted to the Delegates in Congress.

Wherl?as it is apprehended that there will be a great
scarcity of Beef and Pork, and that the Contractors and
Commissaries for the American Armies will be unable to
provide sufficient magazines for the great number of troops
now ['aisinO'for the next campaign, unless a timely stop is
put to the °exportation; and as an embargo in the Common-
wealth (unless similar measures are adopted by the other
United States) will be inadequate to the purpose:

Resolved, That it be an instruction to the Virginia Del-
egates to apply to the honourable the American Congress,
and use their utmost endeavours to procure that the export-
ation of Beef, Pork, and Bacon, may be immediately pro-
hibited throughout the United American States, for such
limited time and under such rf'guJations as shall be judged
proper; and that the Governour be desired to transmit to
the said Delegates a copy of this resolve by the next post,
or by the first safe conveyance.

1776, December 19th, agreed to by the Houseof Dele-
gates: J T

.

C H DOHN AZEWEI.L,. . .
December the 19th, 1776, agreed to by the "Senate:

J. PENDLETON,C. S.

BENJAMIN HARRISON TO MARYLAND COUN\:IL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, December 18th, 1776.

SIR: The. express delivf'red your favour of the 16th this
morning, at nine o'clock. Your great willingness to serve
the common caUSe shall never induce me to insist on any
thing that may be prejudicial to the State of Maryland,
particularly when I see no great injury can arise to America.
The step you have taken in sending up the armed vessel
wiJI, I hope, fully answer my purpose.

Captain Martin is ordered to proceed on his voyage,
which I hope will be attended with all the success you can
expect.

I have the honour to he yours and the Council of Safety's
most obedient and humble servant,

BENJ. HARRISON.

Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq.

JOHN BURNELL TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, December 18th, 1776.

SIR: I am to inform you that last night Captain George
Cook departed, with about sixty or seventy men, Mr.Auclten-
bick, his First Lieutenant, and other officers belonging to the
ship Defence,' under his command, for the Head of Elk,
from whence they are to proceed to Philadelphia, with an
intent to join the forces there.

I would have attended him, but was obliged to give place
to my senior officer; wherefore I was left in command of the
ship till Captain Cook's return from the expedition, which
I expect will not be till Howe's expulsion from the Jerseys,
which I'm in hopes will be soon.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient, humble
servant, JOHN BURNELL.

The President of the honourable Council of Safety, Annap-
olis.

MAJOR DEAKINS TO RICHARD RIDGELY.

George-Town, December 18th, 1776,

DUR SIR: The bearer, Mr. John Youst, who has con-
tracted with the Council of Safety for a number of muskets,
now waits on them for cash to enable him to carryon his
business. He has employed a number of hands, and is now
in a good way of doing much work, jf he is proper1y assisted
with cash, without which he cannot go on; and you may
assure the Council ,he is a man much to be depended on,
and wiII not deceive them. I have been in his shop, and
find him well prepared, as far as I can judge, to carryon
the business extensively.

I wrote you some time past for commissions for the offi-
cers in a Militia company in the Twenty-Ninth Battalion,
and they have not yet come to hand; therefore p]ease send

them by the bearer) and you will much oblige, dear sir, your
humble servant,

W ILL. DEAKINS, .Jun.

To Mr. Richard Ridgely, Clerk of the Council of Safety,
Annapolis.

Since writini{ tbe above, Colonel }furdock has received
orders from Brigadier-General Johnson to call a meeting of
the Twenty-Ninth Battalion, and hold them in readiness till
further orders, to march toPhiladelphia; and as the said
battalion have very few effecth'e arms, Colonel ]t[urdock
reque'ts you will represent to the Council that Mr. YOltst
has fifty-tbree of tbe publick arms finisbed, which be would
like to have orders for from the Council to receive.

COL. HOLLINGSWORTH TO MARYI,AND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Head of Elk, 18th December, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR.,: Having just returned from Pltiladel-
phia, am informed by Colonel Rumsey of your order to hold
the battalion in readiness to march, which, 1 doubt not, will
be obeyed with cheerfulness, so far as in our power. The
wa?t of arms is the only defi.ciency that at pres,ent arpears,
whIch 1 fear cannot be supplIed but from your city, as I met
a number of the Militia going to Philadelphia, all without,.
arms;-

Colonel Rumsey and myself yesterday examined some
chests of arms said $0 belong to the Virginia State, but
found them old, and much ont of repair. Nor is there time
at present to repair them, as orders are expected immediately
for marcbing, in which case, at the request of Colonel Rum-
sey,and in behalf of the battalion, I am emboldened to
solicit that arms be forwardHI, unless there be a certainty
of getting good ones at Philadelphia, or some post forward,
as it will animate the battalion much to be assured of good
arms.

I doubt not of your necessarycredentials to some person
forward (in authority) to enable us to obtain tents and every
other necessary for the battalion; and am, with much esteem,
gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,

H. HOLLINGSWORTH.

To the honourable the Council of Safety, Maryland.

PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO GEN. WASHJNGTON.

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, December 18th, 1776.

SIR: \Ve have to acknowledge tbe receipt of your Ex-
cellency's favour of the 16th and 17th instant, and shall be
attentive to the subjects recommended.

Yesterday Captain John Rice, commander of a look-out
vessel, which we stationed at Cape Jtfay, arrived here from
his station, and informs \)S that five of the enemy's ships,
with three tenders, are in OUI' Capes. The Roebuck and
Fowey are of the number. The names and force of the
others we are ignorant of. We pi"esume they do not intend
up our river, unless General Howe's future movements
should encourage them.

We have sent a quantity of old clothing by the bearer,
which may be of some use to such of our fellow-countrymen
who are in tbe Army and are necessitous for want of suit-
able covering at this inclement season of the year. We
request youI' Excellency will give orders to have them dis-
tributed to such as most want them, particularly to the
Southern troops, who, we are informed, are in great need.

By order of tbe Council. I have the honour to be your
Ex.cellency's most obedient servant,

DAVID RITTENHOUSE, Vice President.

His Excellency General Washington.

GEORGE ROSS TO LANCASTER, PENNSYLVANIA, C01tI)IITTEE.

. Reading, 18th December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: General Mijflin, at the request of Congress,
will be at Lancaster on Saturday, to devise with you and
the Associators the best mode of calling forth the strength
of the country; and on consulting with him, this morning
I wrote a circular Jetter, of which the enclosed is a copy,
and ba\'e sent expresses to Colonels Grubb, Greenwalt,
Burd, Green, and Galbreath, as we thought the notice this
way would be earlier than to have troubled YOll to have sent
them from Lancaster. You will, I doubt not, procure the
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attendance of the officers and privates from the other parts
of the country to meet on Saturday, and if you please may
send my letter, or conduct the matter in any manner you
think proper.

I am, with esteem, gentlemen, yours, &c.,
GEO. Ross.

To the honourable Committee, Lancaster.

CIRCULAR.
Reading, 18th December, 1776.

FRIENDS ANDFELLOW-COUNTRYMEN: My knowledge of
your zeal and affection for your country, and your animated
resolution to defend every thing dear and valuable among
men, induces me at this period, when all is lost without
vigorous exertions of all the power and strength of this
State, to call on you without delay to step forth illto the
field, undel" confidence in God of the uprightness of your
cause, which will insure victory over enemies glOl'ying in
every act of outrage and impiety, and deblluching your
wives and daughters in the face of the sun, as if they were
cursed of the Lord. The ravished maiden, the insulted
parent, the buffeted hoary head, whose feeble arm cannot
resent the injury, nay, their God and your God, call on you
to dri,'e from this once happy land those bold and impious
invaders of our peace.

Our worthy countryman, General Mijflin, at the request
of Congress, goes to Lancaster on Saturday, to assist in
forming such measures as to enable you to exert your whole
strength at this time. Therefore let as many of the officers
and privates of every battalion as conveniently can repair
there on that day, and in the mean time inform the whole
battalion of the business, that they may be enabled imme-
diately to execute whatever may be determined on in that
meeting.

I am, with much esteem, your friend and sen-ant,
G. Ross.

, and the officers and privates of hisTo Colonel
battalion.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE GENERAL COURT OF MASSA-

CHUSETTS.

Head-Q,uarters, at Keith's, December 18, 1776.

SIR: I this morning received the honour of your favour
of the 8th instant, and beg leave to return your honourable
body my warmest acknowledgments for their early attention
to my requisition, and assul"ancesof such support as shall be
in their power. Circumstances having varied much since I
addressed them upon this subject, and being far removed
myself from the rennezvous intended for this reinforcement
when it was applied for, I have wrote to Major-General
Heath to concert a plan with Major-General Lincoln, and
to form with bim such dispositionsof the troops as they may
judge necessary and the exigencies of affairs require. Tbeir
arrival I hope will be in due time, and be attended with
many important and happy consequences. Were it not for
tbem, in a few days, by reason of the impolicy and fatal
system of short inlistments, there would scarcely remain
the least shadow of an Army to check the operations of the
enemy.

I should be happy if there had been just grounds for the
report of the success of our arms at Hackensack, but things
have been entirely the reverse. By tbe expiration of the
service of the troops denominated Flying-Camp men and
their return home on the 1st instant, our force on this side
Hudson's river, which before that period was unequal to any
successful opposition, was reduced to a mere handful. With
this small number I have been pushed through Jersey by
the main body of the enemy's Army, without receiving the
least aid from the Militia, notwithstanding the earliest and
most pressing solicitations, and for want of their assistance

. a large part of the State has been exposed to all the effects
of ravage and most wanton plunder. The Delaware now
divides what remains of our little force from that of General
Howe, whose object beyond all question is to possess him-
self of Philadelphia. They have been innustrious in their
efforts to procure boats for their transportation, but the pre-
cautions I have taken have hitherto rendered their attempts
unsuccessful. How things will terminate I must leave to
the event itself. As yet I have received but little or no

augmentation, except that of the city Militia, who have
turned out in a spirited manner.

Convinced tbat Philadelphia was tbe object of Mr.
Flowe's movements, and the fatal consequences that would
attend the loss of it, I wrote for General Lee to reinforce
me with the troops under his immediate command. By
some means or other their arrival has been retarded, and
unhappily, on Friday last the General, baving left bis divis-
ion and proceeded 0(1 the flanks tbree or four miles nearer
the enemy, (then eighteen miles from him,) of whicb they
were informed by some Tories, was surprised and carried off,
about eleven o'clock, by a party of about seventy Light-
Horse. I will not comment upon tbis unhappy accident.
I feel much for his misfortune, and am sensible that in his
captivity our country has lost a warm friend and an able
officer.

D pan the whole, our affairs are in a much less promisin~
condition than could be wished, yet I think, under tbe smiles
of Providence and by our own exertions, we shall be happy.
Our cause is righteous, and must be supported. Every nerve
should be strained to levy the new Army. If a respectable
one can be procured in season, all may be well. The enstl-
ing campaign will be an important one, and the issue may
lead to happiness, or the. most melancholy of all events.

I have the honour to be, with sentiments of great respect,
sir, your most obedient servant,

Go. WASHINGTON.

The Hon. James Bowdoin, Esq., President, &c.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL HEATH.

Head-Q,uarters, Bucks County, 18th December, 1776.

DEARSIR: By a letter just received from the State of
Massachusetts, (copy of which you have enclosed,) I find
that they had ordered six thousand Militia to be immediately
raised, and appointed the place of rendezvous at Danbury,
in Connecticut, where they are to meet General Lincoln,
who is to take the command. Yall will perceive from tbe
tenour of the letter, that the appearance of the men-of-war
and transports off the coast of New-England, did not seem
to alter their intention of sending the Militia forward; but
I am inclined to think, if the descent should really be made,
they will find employ for tbem nearer home. If this con-
siderable reinforcement should arrive with you, I don't know
how you could better employ them, or render more essential
service to the calise, than, after keeping a sufficient force to
guard the passes of the Highlands, by throwing such a
numberover into Jersey as wouldcover the upper parts of
that Province, and afford such support and assistance to the
well-affected as would encourage them to join you, and keep
the enemy within straiter bounds than they at present are.
You may depend that the great end tbey have in view is, to
spl"ead themselves over as much country as they possibly
can, and thereby strike a damp into the spirits of the people,
which will effectually put a stop to the new inlistment of the
Army, on which all our hopes depend, and which they will
most vigorously strive to effect. To carry this plan into
execution, they have already extended themselves as far
westward as the Delaware; and if the whole of your Army
continue on the east side of Hudson's river, tbey will have
possession of all the country between that river and the
Delaware, which includes the whole Province of Jersey
and part of New-York. As soonas you findyourself in a
situation to send a force into the upper parts of Jersey, I
would have you immediately communicate your intentions to
the people, with assurances that you wiII be ready to back
and support them in any movementswhich they may make
in your favour. I am certain that the defection of the peo-
ple in the lower part of Jersey has been as m~ch owing to
the want of an army to look the enemy in the face, as to
any other cause; though, to be sure, neither cost nor pains
has been spared to influence them against us.

Whatever steps you take in this affair, I would wish you
to consult and cooperate with General Lincoln, of whose.
judgment and abilities I entertain a very high opinion. I
would just add, that YOUI' attention should likewise be paid
to the country between Peeks Kill and Kingsbridge; by
affording some protection and countenance to them, you.
may draw supplies, and perhaps some men for the new
Army. Particular attention should be paid to the bridge at
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Crotnn's riv!'r, which SE'cnres your fl'Ont. I enclose you a
letter from General Lincoln, which please to forward to him
whp-rever he may be.

I am, dear sir, yours, &c.,

To Major-General Heath.
Go. ,V ASHINGTON.

GENERAL WASHTNGTON TO GENERAL LINCOLN.

Head-Quarters, Bucks County, 18:h December, 1776.

DEAR SIR: By a letter which I had this day the pleasure
of re('eiving from the President of the Council of .Massa-
chusetts-B~y, I find that that State had, immediately upon
m¥ application, orrlered a reinforcement of about six thou-
sand Militia to the Continental Army, and that they had ap-
pointed you to the rommand. Gi\'e me leave, sir, to assure
you that this appointnlPnt gives me the hig;hestsatisfaction,
as the pmofs you exhibited of your zeal for the service in the
preceding part of this campaign, convinces me that !he
command could not have devolved upon a more deservmg
officer. If the particular circumstances of the Eastern Gov-
ernments (who are threatened with an invasion themselves)
should permit yonI' Pl'oceeding on, you will join General
Heath at Peekskill, with all expedition. I have given him
directions how to dispose of your men, which is, to endeavour
if possihle to covel' and afford protection to the upper parts
of the Jerseys, and to the Province of New- York below
the Hio.hlands. But I ha VI' desired him to consult and co-
operat; with you in the steps necessary to carry this or any
other plan into execution.

I am, dear sir, &c.,
Go. WASHINGTON:

To Major-General Lincoln, Massachusetts Militia.

GENERAl. WASHINGTON TO JOHN AUGUSTINE WASHINGTON.
.

Camp, near the Falls of Trenton, 18 December, 1776,

DEAR BROTHER: Owin~ to the nurnberofletters I write,
the recollection of any particular one is effaced, but I think
my last to you was from Hackinsac by Colonel Woodford.
Since that time, and a little before, our affairs have taken an
adverse turn, but not more than was to be expected from the
unfortunate measures which had been adopted for the estab-
lishment of our. Army. The retreat of the enemy from
White Plains led me to think that they would turn their
thoulYhts to the Jerseys, if not farthel', and induced me to
crosso the .Yorth River with some of the troops, in order jf
possible to oppose them. I expected to meet at least five
thousand men of the Flying-Camp and Militia; instead of
which I found less than half of that number, and no dispo-
sition in the inhabitants to afford the least aid. This being
perfectly well known to the enemy, they threw over a large
body of troops, which pushed us from place to place, till
we were oblifTed to cross the Delaware with less than three
thousand me~ fit for duty, owing to the dissolution of our
force by short inlistments; the enemy's numbers, from the
best accounts, exceeding ten or twehe thousand men.

Before I removed to the south side of the river, I had all
the boats ami other vessels brought over, or destroyed, from
Philadelphia upwards for seventy miles, and, by guarding
the fords, J have, as yet, haffied all their attempts to cross.
But, from some late movements of theirs, I am in doubt
whether they are moving off for winter quarters, or making
a feint to throw us off our guard. Since I came to this
side, I have been joined by about two thousand of the city
Militia, and I understand that some of the country Militia
from the back Counties are on their way. But we are in
a very disaffected part of the Province; and, between you
and me, I think our afE1irs are in a very bad condition; not
so much from the apprehension of General Ilowe's Army,
as from the defection of New- York, the Jerseys, and Penn-
sylvania. In short, the conduct. of the Jerseys has bee~
most infamous. Instead of turnml{ out to defend their
country, and affording aid to our AnDY, tbey are making
submissions as fast as they can. If the Jerseys bad givenus
any support,we might have made a stand at Hackinsac,
and after that at Brunswic; but the few Militia that were
in arms disbanded tbemsel VI'S,and left the poor remains of
our Army to make the best we could of it.

I have no doubt but General Howe will still make an at-
tempt upon Philadelphia this winter. I foresee nothing to
oppose him a fortnight hence, as the time of all tbe troops,

except those of Virginia, now reduced almost to nothing,
and Smallwood's regiment of Marylanders, equally as low,
will expire before the end of that time. In a word, my dear
sir, if every nerve is not strainer! to recruit the new Army
with all possible expedition, I think the gml1e is pretty
nearly up, owing, in a great measure, to the insidious arts of
the enemy, and disaffection oftbe Colonies before mentioned,
but principally to the ruinous policy of short inlistments, and
placing too great a dependence on the Militia, the evil con-
sequences of which were foretold fifteen months ago, with a
spirit almost propbetick. Before you receive this letter, you
will undoubtedly have heard of the captivity of General
Lee. This is an arJditional misfortune, and the more vexa-
tious, as it was by his own folly and imprudence, and with-
out a view to effect any good, that be was taken. As he went
to lodge three miles out of his own camp, and witbin twenty
of tbe epemy, a rasca]]y Tory rode in the night to give notice
of it to the enemy, who sent a party of Light-Horse that
seized him, and carried him ofl~with every mark of triumph
and indignity.

You can form no idea of the perplexity of my situation.
No man, J believe, ever had a greater choice of difficulties,
and less means to extricate himself from them. However,
under a full persuasion of the justice of our cause, I cannot
entertain an idea that it will finally sink, though it may re-
main for some time under a cloud.

My love and sincere regards attend my sister and the
family, with compliments to all inquiring friends. With
every sentiment of fi'iendsbip, as well as love, I am your
most affectionate brother.

COLONEL HARRISON TO GENERAL HEATH.

Head-Quarters, at Keith's, December 18th, 1776,

DEAR GENERAL: By Colonel Sheldon you will receive
one hundred and fifty-six thousand seven hundred and fifty
dollars, which I am directed by bis Excel]ency to inform
you is for the payment of the troops left at Peekskill and
the neigbbourhood of it, including General Wadsworth's
brigade, and for recruiting and other necessary services.
The demands of the Commissaryor Quartermaster are not
to be drawn from this sum. If Colune] S'he!don, wbo is
appointed to raise a regiment of Cavalry, should stand in
need of a further supply of money than he now has for that
purpose, you will furnish him with such as he may apply
for and the circumstances of your chest will aHow you to
grant.

I am, sir, very respectfulJy, yonI' most obedient servant,
ROB'T H. HARRISON.

To the Hon. General Heath.

RICHARD DALLAM TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 26th,]

Bucks County, Pennsyl
.

vania, New-Town, ~
December 18th, 1776, 5

SIR: Colonel Palfrey. the Paymaster-General, has joined
the Army; and as tbe Flying-Camp will in a few days be
discharged, my stay here will be bnt of little sen'ice, as
the Militia may all be settled by the Paymaster-General;
therefore beg the favour of you to let me know what orders
Congress have for me. If they have aoy thing in Mary-
land, it would be most agl'eeable, as my family is there;
though I shall, to render any material service to the States,
give my domestick enjoyments up cheerfully.

The situation of the Flying-Camp has been such that it
was impossible for the officers with regularity to draw pay
fOl' their men, which induced tbe General to riraw several
sums of money to be paid on account, which it was out of
my power to settle with the officers at the time they were
discharged, for then we were in the greatest confusion, and
evel' since I have been moving about, that I ha VI' not been
able to do any tbing; but I bopI' I shaH have aH ready for'
those that remain by the 1st .January.

Our scouts bring accounts that the enemy are retreating
to Brunswick, and propose going into winter quarters, but
I fear it's too good news to be true. Weare daily taking
off some of the enemy's Light-Horse.

I beg yOu~ answer) ~nd am, honourable sir, your Honour's
most obedient,

RICHARDDALLAM,D. P. lU. Gcn'l.
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COLONEL HARCOURT TO AD~nRAL GEARY.

Brunswick, New-Jersey, in America, December 18, 1776.

SIR: It is with infinite reluctance I fino myself under the
very disagreeable necessity of( communicating to you an
event which must, I am persuaded, give you tbe utmost
concern. Cornet Geary having been ordered to advance
with a party some miles into the country to procure intelli-
gence of the enemy's situation, was upon his return ii'om
that duty fired upon by a party of the Rebels, who had
concealed themselves on each sirle of the road by whicb he
proposed to have passed. Unfortunately a ball took place,
which in one moment depri\'ed you of a son, and the
regiment of an officer, whose loss cannot be sufficiently
lamented.

I have only to add, that I am, with very sincere regard,
your most obedient, humble servant,

WM. HARCOURT.

RECmIJ\IENDATION OF CAPTAIN PERRY.

To his Excellency General WASHINGTON,Commander-in-
Chief of the Forces of the UNITED COLONIESm' NORTH-
AMERICA:

We, the subscribers, two of the Field Officers of the regi-
ment late the Twenty-Ei~hth, would inform your Excellency
that James Perry was a Captain in the same regiment; and
although in the arrangement of officers for the present year
he has been left out, it was not owing to any dislike \\'e had
to him personally. On the contrary, we look on him to be
an officer of merit, and one who has bt'!Javed bigbly becoming
the character of an officer; and should there be a vacancy,
and yom Excellency think proper to appoint him, we can
recommend him, and think he will prove worthy the com-
mission he may sustain.

PAUL DUDLEY SARGENT,

J ON' A \V ILI.IAMS AUSTIN.

JONATHAN POLLARD TO PIERRE VAN CORTLANDT.

Head-Quarters, Paramus, December 18th, 1776.

SIR: By order of Major-General lIeath, I hereby send
you a nnmber of prisoners, four of which are prisoners of
war, viz: two soldiers, one Light-Horseman, and five saiJors.
The rest are State prisoners. The General sends them
forward, knowing this not to be a proper place for them, and
begs the care of yonI' Convention towards them.

I have tbe pleasure, by his desire, to inform yon of the
success of our march, wbich has already been attended with
some good consequences, as there bas fallen into our hands
a large quantity of stores, besides arms, drums, &c.

I have the honour to be, with respect, sir, your most hum-
ble servant. ,,

JON A POLLARD, A. D. Camp.

To Colonel Pierre Van Cortlandt.

COLONEL FORD TO GENERAl. HEATH.

Chatham, 18th December, 1776, 5 o'dock.

Sm: Since writing my. last I have certain intelli<rence
that the troops we engaged Jast night were General L~slie's
origade, who marched some few days since from Elizabeth-
Town to the southard. They received an orner to coun-
ter-march to the same place. That brigade is from twelve
to thirteen hundred strong, and the "flaldeckers upwards of
four hundren. At Spank- Town, six miles to the southard
of Elizabeth-Town, there is five hundred British troops.
This is all the enemy you have to combat in this country
at present. Weare not certa in whether the enemy who
attacked us have 01' have not yet returned to Elizabeth-
Town. Lord Stiding is 011 this side the river Delaware,
with a small detachment joined to General Sullivan, with
orders not to recross the river, if my intelligence be good,
ann I believe it is.

I am, your most obedient, JACOB FORD, Jun.

To Major-General Heatlt.

GENERAL HEATH TO COLONEl. FORD.
Pyramus, 18th December, 1776,9 o'dock in ye evening.

DEAR SIR: Yours of the 17th and ]8th I have Just
recei\'ed. I have great expectations of Colonel Vose's
remaining with you at least a few days, until he can re-

ceive express orders from General Tflashington, to whom I
have desired to apply for further directions. I wish to af-
ford you every assistance in my power, consistent with the
general good of the country. The movement of our Army
on this side the North river, I apprehend to be the reason

of the return of Leslie's brigade. I ha ve this day intelli-
gence of the arrival of part of the King's troops at Hacken-
sack; that a considerable number are at Eort Lee and thq,t
neighbourhood, and a large detachment gone up the North

Rit'er, besides Le5lie's brigade, "ho aresaid to have been

this morning at Newark. My misfortune is to be in a
country from which no intelligence can be reJied on from
the inhaLitants. I ha ve sent out scouts, which will return
this night, and from whom I expect more certain accounts

of the situation and numbers of the enemy at Fort Lee, if
any there. If I find no enemy in that quarter, or at Ifack-
ensack, I shall be able to affi)rd you some aid from the
Continental troops of General Parsons's brigade, and the
troops under General Clinton now with me. The number
of the troops with me, and our particuJar intentions, may be
eXplained more fully by the gentleman you entrusted with
your express. As intelligence is the greatest difficulty I
find in this part of the country, I wish you to estaLl ish a
regular daily intelligencer from you to me, which will enable
us to cooperate in any measures to defeat the intentions of
our ene.mies. I sha11wish to be in formed as earl y to-morrow
as possible, of the motions, number, and probable intentions
of the enemy, as far as you have been able to ascertain them;
and by the return of the express, I hope to be able 10 give
you a more certain answer than at present is in my power.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
W. HEATH.

Colonel Ford.

GENERAL HEATH TO GENERAL MCDOUGALL.
Pyramus, 18th December, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I acknowledge the receipt of your fin'our of
yesterday. From the intelligence contained in it, and two
lett~rs fl:om Colonel Ford of yesterday and this day's date,
I tlunk It most prudent and would anvise you to detain the
tt.oops under the command of Colonel Vose until you shaIl
know his ExceIlency General Washington's pleasure re-
specting them, after having given him a full account as well
of your situation and strength as that of the 'enemy in your
quarter. At the same time, I would not Le understood as
giving any positive order concerning them, as they do not
belong to my division. I cannot at present move farther
westward without risking a quantity of valuable stores
which I took at lIackinsack, and are now here, and leav~
ing this part of the country entirely exposed to the ranl<res
of the enemy; and if I may credit accounts received ~Jis
day, which come very straight, I may soon exppct a visit
from the enemy, with much superiour numbers, from two
quarters, to wit: by Tappan and Second river' and this
evening I am informed, and have no reason to doubt, that
a consid.erabJe party of them have crossed the ferry, about
three miles below Hackinsack town. I am but about six
hundred strong of my own division. General George Clin-
ton, who has marched the whole of the Ui:;ter and Oranue

~?unties Mi.litia:o Haverstraw, and has this eveni~g
Jol!led me wIth SIX hundred of them. This he has done con-
trary to a most express and positive order of the Convention
of yout" State, making a justification of his conduct in this
instance entirely upon the propriety and necessity of rein.
forcing me in this quarter and covering the stores we have
removed from Hackensack; but the moment I move Wt'St-

ward of this, unless he is \VeIl assured the enemy mean not
to mo~e up Hudson's. river, he. wiIl retire to the passes in
the HIghlands, agl'eeable to Ins orrlers; indeed, were he

nqt. to d.o so, he would be censura~le in my own opinion.
It IS eVident to me that my entel'll1<r Hackinsack in the
manner I did, and the stand made "by the Militia under
Colonel Ford, has oc~asioned the callin(J back General
Leslie's brigade, who were on their march "to join the ene-
my's main army. This being the case, it can't remain a
doubt but it is Ol}r interest to keep lip a diversion, which
detai~s numbers of them from joining their main army, far
superlOur to what we employ for tbe purpose. I could wish
to hear fro~l yo,u ann Cotonel E'OI:d e~'t~I'Yday, that I lIJay
know tbe sItuation and strength ot the ellemy in your quar-
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ter, as it maysohappenthat we maybeableto attack them
in different quarters at the same time to great advantage,
without exposing this part of the country. I would only
add, that my sentiments respecting the detaining of Vase's
troops is strengthened by that of General Parsons's and
Clinton's opinion on that subject; and that I am, with much
esteem, your most obedient servant, ur Hn . EATH.
General McDougall.

INVOICE OF EFFECTS TAKEN AT HACKENSACK, 1776.
An Inventory of Stores taken at HACKENSACK,and turned

into the Continental Store, viz: PARAMUS,December
17th:
160 barrels Aour.

7 firkinsbutter, fromthe brig.
13 old sacks,7 coils rigging, from the sloop.
12 boxes cordials, do.

4 do. soap, do.
2 boxes spermaceti candles, do.
3 casks loaf sugar, do.
2 casks, partly fuJI, brown sugar.
2 barrels New-England rum, do.
I barrel crockery and china, do.
3 barrels and 1 qr. cask wine, uncertain out of which.
3 tierces and 2 barrels bottled liquor, do. do.
2 small boxes bottles, one empty, do. do.
1 barrel books, do. do.
2 smallkegsginger,- - Buskirk's store.
1 keg molas,ses.
8 hQgsheads West-India rum, do.
2 hogsheads New-England, do. do.
7 hogsheadsand 1 tierce gin, do.
1 bundle linen,

1

1 quarter-cask gin,
1 do. cherry rum,partly fuJI,

I

d
1 barrel books,

o.

2 demijohns, 1 jug spirits,
I box of preserved pickles,
3 pipesof wine, Amhrson's store.

ELISHABREWSTER,Assistant Commissary.

JONATHA.N POLLARD TO COMMISSARY CHEEVER.

Head-Q.uarters, Paramus, December 18th.

SIR: The General sends to you, to be received in the
stores, arms, two drums, &c., which he desires may
be marked and carefully placed by themselves, ready to be
delivered when called for.

I am, sir, yours,
JONA. POLLARD, A.. D.Camp.

To Commissary Cheever.

SIR WILLIAM HOWE TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN.

New-York, 18th December,1776.

My LORD : By Major Cuyler's arrival in the Despencer
packet, on the 15th instant, I had the honour of your Lord-
ship's triplicate of the Q2d August, and enclosure, with your
letter of 30th September, aRd three of 18th October.

The King's most gracious approbation of the behaviour
of his officers and soldiers, British and Hessians, is received
by them with a sense of gratitude, equal to that zeal which
they have demonstrated, and, I make no doubt, will con-
tinue to exert upon all occasions for his Majesty's service.
The testimony also, which your Lordship has done me the
honour to convey, of his Majesty's condescension in taking
notice of my humble endeavours to discharge the duty I
owe to my Hoyal master, being the height of my ambition,
I humbly beg your Lordship will do me the honoll!' to express
my most grateful feelings for such unmerited goodness.

The exchange of prisoners by agreement with Mr. Wash-
ington has not been so generally complied with as I had
reason to expect; but tbe officers and men of the Seventh
and Twenty-Sixth Regiments are mostly returned, and seve-
ral of those of the Forty-Second and Seventy-First. Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Campbell, with most of the officers and men
taken with him, are still detained, which may make it neces-
sary for me to send an officer purposely to remonstrate
upon the injustice of this delay.

I have the honour to be, &c., W. HOWE.

SAMUEL BREWSTER TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

New-Windsor, H:!th December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: It was suggested to this CommiUee yester-

day evening that Thomas Ellison's sloop, of this place, was
loading goods on board, the property of the Rev. Mr. Inglis,
in order to be sent to New-York, on which the Committee
gave orders that in case the sloop should mo\'e f.'om the
dock, a guard should take her into custody until they should
be assured of the legality of such an act. This morning a
guard tool, her into possession,on which Mr. Ellison showed
the officer of the same an order from the honomable the
Convention

.

of this State, for transporting certain goods on

board a flag of truce below the Highlands. The officer
immediately informed the Committee of the aforesaid order,
who were of opinion the order must be spurious, otherwise
the honourable Convention would have advised this Com-
mittee of the matter, as it was to be transacted within tbeir
bounds; and as Committees exist by the election of the
people and recommendations of the honourable Congress,
they conceive themselves as a mere nullity, if they are not
to take cognizance of such affairs, or be advised of them
when detprmined on by their superiours. Farther, the
Committee were induced to believe the aforesaid order to
be spurious, as the property of many of their brethren is
either taken from them by the rapacious hands of tyrants,
or wantonly destroyed; they could not believe the honour
able Convention would grant a permit to have the property
of those whose characters are not only suspicious, but
avowed enemies to the cause of American liberty, secured
in a place of safety, (as they conceive,) while the property
of some thousands of our brethren lies exposed to our un-
natural enemy.

We therefore have taken the liberty to stop the sloop
until one of our members wait on the honourable Convention
to know the certainty of this matter.

Weare, gentlemen, with the greatest esteem, your most
obedient, humble servants.

By order of the Committee:
SAM'L BREWSTER, Chairman.

To the honourable the Can vention of the State of New- York.

NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

In Committee of Safety for the State of New-York, l
Fishkill, December 18th, 1776. 5

Whereas information has this day been given to this Com-
mittee that it is probable that, under cover of the flag of
truce on board of which the wives of Messrs. Inglis, Liv-
ingston, and Moore, with tbe families and effects of their
husbands, are to be conveyed from New-Windsor, by Mr.
Thomas Elliston's sloop, property to a considerable value
belonging to other persons within this State may be conveyed
in the said sloop:

Resolved, therefore, That Major Fi3h and the Committee
at New- Windsor shall, and are hereby authorized to, to take
such ways and means for preventing such conveyance of
such property as aforesaid as they, or the majority of them,
shaH think propel'.

THOMAS PALMER'S CERTIFICATE.

I hereby certify that the bearer hereof, Robert Carscad-
en, is an exce1lent workman at spinning-wheel makinI', and
that he and his son is constantly and most necessarily em-
ployed in that business. The formerresoul'ceto New- York
arid Long-Island being now cut off, and the many good
crops of flax in this country,causes the can fo\' wheels very
great; and besidesthe call from the country, Mr. Scadden
informs me that he is employed by an agent fl'omthe Con-
vention of this State to make a number for them. He there-
fore thinks his son, who is now ordered to march with the
rest of tbe Militia, can be of more real service to the country
in staying at home and continuing at the business of wheel-
making. I am also of his opinion; tor in case he goes into
the servicetheirwheel-makingbusinessmustcease. As Mr.
Scadden h3s a large famiJy, it commonly takes up the greatest
part of one man's time at the business out-doors; I therefore
think for the good of the country that :Mr. Scadden's son
should be excused. T PHOS. AUrER.

New-Burgh, 18th December, 1776.

To all whom it may concern.
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THADDEUS BURR TO GOVERN OUR TRUMBULL.

Fairfield, 18~h December, 1776.

SIR: This is to inform you, that T have in the gaol and
under my care, seventeen prisoners, in close confinement,
among whom are two regular soldiers, who were taken up
by our guards. They say that tliey were taken in Boston
harbour last spring, and made tlll'ir escape from the Com-
mittee at Springfield. I have wrote to them, but cannot
get any answer Ii-om them; think it my dUly to Jet your
Honour know that I ha \'e them; and should be glad of
your Honour's directions what to do with them. Fourteen
of the others are confined for being inimical to the States,
and a:'e bound over to the Superiour CalirI. It is extremely
difficult to keep them in this cold weather. Would it not,
therefore, be better to ha\'e a special Superiour Court, or
bail some of them! One, viz: lVIr. Jo,yeph Hoit, was out
upon bail, but the Government's Committee thought proper
to send him to gaol; he is now very unwel1, as are several
of the others, and earnestly request that they may be en-
larged.

Y Ollr Honour's directions in these matters will great1y
oblige your real fi-iend and very humble servant,

THADDEUS BURR.

To the Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq.

WILLIAM JUDD TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Westmoreland, December 18th, 1776.

SIR: By the hand of Jonathan Fitch, Esq., 1 was fa-
voured with a certificate of my appointment to a Captaincy
in the Continental sen'ice. The duty I owe my country,
and the gratitude due to friends, are strong motives urging
me to accept the appointment; but when I consider this
infant cOllntl')' and settlement, and the probabiJity of Colonel
Butler's leaving it at so critical a season, rather consider it as
my duty to remain here for the present. Ca ptain Robert Dur-
kee, who commands these two companies of troops stationed
here, is very desirous of joining the Army. Could he be
allowed to take my place in the Army, and I have his berth
at this place, it would be agreeable to me, for the reasons
aforementioned. My inclination strongly urges me to the

I
service of my country; and were it not for the regard I ha \'e
to this settlement, would immediately enter into tbe service.
Should 1 be so happy as to succeed in my wisb, 1 hope I
may be allowed the rank of Major, though I expect to re-
ceive no more than Captain's payor rations. My reasons
are, that I may not be commanded by the other Captain
stationed here, which will be tbe case provided I cannot
obtain the rank of Major, as his commission will be older
than mine. I have wrote to General Parsons to the same
purpose. Captain Durkee is gone to tbe Army. I humbly
hope for your Honour's influence with the Congress for that
purpose.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your Honour's most
obedient, humble servant,

To GO\lerllour Trumbull.
WM. JUDD.

CAPTAIN BRAINERD TO GOVERNOUR TI\.UMBULL.

Haddam, 18th December, 1776.

SIR: I be,g' leave to inform your Honour that I have
served in the Militia for more than thirty years, and for some
years past as Captain of the thirdcor,)pany in the Serenth
Regiment in this State; tbat I am advanced in age, being
about fifty years old, and my health much impaired by a
rheumatick disorder, which renders me very unfit for actual

service. I therefore humbly desire YOUl' Hononr to send
me by Doctor Brainerd a dismission from said office, and
orders to lead said company to a new choice; and hope I
",Iar be authorized to make retUrn to the Assembly now
slttmg.

I am your Honour's most IJumble servant,

ELIAKDI BRAINERD.

To his Honour Governour Trumbull.

possible for you to have got in here. I wish your prizes
may get in saft~. If you can, you may hire a pilot to go in
some small vessel off, or abon~ J.,\7antuclcet,to gire the prize-
masters' an account of our situation here, and order the prizes
to Boston.

As to any alteration of the Alfrerl, I have receh'ed no
orders from tbe Marine Committee about that matter, owing,
I suppose, to the difficulty of the times. A no as Captain
llinman has a commission for the A(fred, do not know at
present bllt it may be best for him to take her, and for you
to go on board the Columbus; however, sha]] write or come
do\\"n to Boston soon. In the mean time you wi]] get the
ship along side the wbarf and her stores secured. And as
some of tbe men's times are out that they inlisted for, YOll
may get their accounts settled and give them an order for

the balance, taking care to charge what was ad\'anced them
in Philadelphia. Tbose who belong to Philade~)hia, or
hal'e wives there, YOll will give an order on Mr. James Read
for one half their wages, and pay the rest, and ca]] on Mr.
John Bradford for money to enable you so to do, who I
ha \'e wrote to supply YOll.

U my son Esek wants to corne home to see his friends,
you will be kind enough to give him leave.

Tbe owners of the privateer made a great noise about
your taking the men out of her, andlJave brought an action;
but I think they will make nothing of it. We have likewise
brought, an action against Captain Field for taking our,
men. .

I am, sir, your friend and humble servant,
ESEK HOPKINS, Cr. in Chief.

P. S. You wi1ldeliver the prisoners you bav~.on hoard
the Alfred to the officers of the State you are in.

To John P. Jones,Esq., Commanderof the Alfred, at Bos-
tun.

NOTE OF THE TIME OF MATERIAL OCCURRENCES DURING THE

ALFRED'S CRUISE IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER, 1776.

1776, November 10. Took the brig Active, commanded
by r~aac Fox, from Liverpool.

November13. We took the Mdli.yh,from London, com-
manded by Stevenson, bound to Quebeck.

November 16. Took the snow llettey, from Gaspey, bound
10 Barbadoes, commanded by Charles Ross.

November 18. We bad a strong gale from N. N. E., with
rain and snow, and dark weather; lost sight of the sloop
Providence.

November 22. Our boats was on shore at Canso; fwo
men deserted.

November 24. Took the Betty, Polly, and the Surprise,
all from Spanishriver, with coals forNew- York; lost Isaac
Hart. .

November 25. Sent our yawl after two ships in sight, but
they made sail from the yawl, and being foggy, tbe boat
returned.

November 26. We took the John, from Liverpool, bound
to Halifax, Edward Watkins.

December 6. Lost sight of the prize Polly, JamesBuck-
up. Strong gaJe from the west.

December 8. Lost sight of the Mellish and Betsey.
DeCtmber 9. Was chased by a large ship, which we Slip.

posed to be an English frigate. Parted with the John and
Surprise.

ORDERS TO COMMANDERS OF PRIZES.

By J. P. Jones, Captain of the American ship-of-war the
Alfred, senior officer in the original fleet, and commander
of tbe present squadron off the coast of Newfoundland.
SIR: Y Oll are \.Jereby appointed commander of our prize

the ship Betty. You are required and directed to keep com-
pany with me, and obey all my future orders, and all signals
made on board here, agreeable to the copy of signals which
you receive herewith for your government. Should YOll
unfortunately be separated from the squadron, you are to
proceed with all possible despatch to the most convenient

comwnORE HOPKINS TO CAPTAIN J. PAUL JONES. port within the United States of America. I wouldadvise

. Providence, December 18th, 1776. you to proceed through Nantucket Shoals to Rhode-Island.
SIR: I receIvedyours of.the 15th instant, and am very Be careful of the ship, with her cargo and stores. Let

glad to hear you are safe arnved, as it would hate been im- nothing under your care be wasted or misused. Your
FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. III. 81
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careful attention to these things win promote your future
interest.

Given on board the Alfred, November 25th, 1776.
J. P. JONES.

To Samuel Tiley, Esq., Commander of the ship Betty.

N. B. Your station in the squadron is on the Alfred's
larboard quarter. The day and night signals to be made
with or without a gun. MeEiting after separation: Those to
windward shall clew up their main-top-sail, and spread an
ensign on the main-tap-mast backstay from the cross-trees
downwards; and those to leeward shall answer by clewing
up their fore-tap-sail, and spreading an ensign on the fore-
top-mast backsta y.

ORDERS TO .JOHN' P. RATHBUN'.

By John Paul Jones, Captain of the American ship of war
the Alfred, senior officer in the original fleet, and com-
mander of the present squadron off the coast of New-
foundland: .

SIR : You are hereby appointed commander of our prize
the ship John; and as she is armed for war, you are to keep
company with me, and observe and obey all future direc-
tions from me, and all signals made on board hem. You
receive herewith a copy of signals for your government;
and should we fall in with any of tbe enemy's ships of war,
you are to give me all possible assistance. Should you
unfortunately be separated fi'om the squadron, you are to
proceed with all possible despatch to the most convenient
port within the United States of America. I would advise
you to pr~eed through Nantucket Shoals to Rhode-Island.
Your careful attention to these things will secure my regard
and promote your own mterest.

Given on board the ship Alfred, November 25th, 17'76.
J. P; JONES.

To John P. Rathbun, Esq., Commander of the ship John.

N. B. Your station in the squadron is at the distance of
two or three cables' lengths from the Alfred's starboard
quarter, and you are at no time to leave that station without
orders.

The day and night signals will be made with or without a
gun. Meeting again after separation: Those to windward
shall clew up their main-top-sail and spread an ensign on the
main-top-mast backstay from the cross-trees downwards;
and those to leeward shall answer by clewing up their fore-
top-sail and spreading an ensign on the fore-top-mast back-
stay.

.JOHN P. RATHBUN TO CAPTAIN .JONES.

Monday, November the 25th.

Captain Jones:
SIR: As your orders by Lieutenant Hamilton works such

an effect upon the Captain, and I can't find that he any
ways encoura~ed the people to bel1-ave as they did, but on
the contrary took a cutlass from one of them, I would beg
it as a faVOlll'if your Honour would please to let him tarry
on board, as he is unwell.

Sir, I have the honour to style myself your most obedient
humble servant, J P 1>OHN . n.ATHBUN.

ORDERS TO PHILIP BROWN.

By John Paul Jones, Captain of tbe American ship of war
the Alfred, senior officer in tbe original fleet, and com-
mander in the present squadron off the coast of New-
foundland:

SIR : You herewith receive a general copy of signals for
your government as commander of our prize the ~Mellish.
You are to observe my former directions, and your station
in the squadron shall now be on the Alfred's starboard
quarter, at the distance of two or three cables' lengths; and
you are hereby directed to continue in that station, and at
no time leave it without orders, unless to prevent imminent
danger.

Given on board the ship Alfred, November 25th, 1776.
J. P. JONES.

To Philip Brown, Esq.;Commander of the ship Mellish.

ORDERS TO .JOHN MARGERON'.

By John Paul Jones, Commander of the American ship of
war the Alfred, and senior officer in the original neet.

SIR : You are herehy appointed commander of alii' prize
the ship Betty. You are directed to keep company with
me, and to obey all future orders from me, as well as all sig-
nals, agreeable to the copy now on board the Betty for your
government. Should you unfortunately lose company with
me, you are to proceed to the nearest safe port within the
United States of America.

Given at sea, on board tbe Alfred, Decembe1" 8th, 1776.
J. P. JONES.

To Mr. John ~Iargeron, Commander of the' ship Betty.

ORDERS TO ROBEHT SAUNDERS.

By John Paul Jones, Commanderof theAmerican ship of
war the Alfred, and senior officer of the original fleet.

SIR: You are hereby appointed commander of our p.rize
the ship John. You are to use your utmost endeavours to
navigate her with all possible expedition through the shoals
of Nantucket to the State of Rhode-Island. If you find,
from the situation of affairs, that it is unsafe to proceed to
Rhode-Island, you may make the best of yonI' way into any
other port within the United States of AmcriCll. You are
to endea vour to keep company with the ship Surprise, and
Mr. Tyler, the master, (who is a pilot,) will have orders to
keep company with you.

Given at sea, on board the Alfred, December, 1776.
J. P. JONES.

To Robert Saunders, Esq., Commander of the ship John.

ORDERS TO THE COMMANDER OF THE SHIP PROVIDENCE.

By John Paul Jones, Captain of the American ship of war
the Alfred, senior officer in the original fleet, and Com-
mander of the present squadron off the coast of New-
foundland.

SIR: You are hereby appointed commander of our prize
the ship Surprise; and as you are a professed pilot through
Nantucket Shoals, you are to keep company with and assist
Lieutenant Saunders to navigate our prize the ship John,
through that channel into Rhode-Island, unless you find it
unsafe to proceed there; and in that case you are to pro-
ceed to the nearest and safest port within the United States
of America.

Given at sea, on board the Alfred, December, 1716.
J. P. JONES.

Tyler, Commander of the ship Providence.1.'0

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO .JOHN BRADFORD.

On board the Warren, near Providence, ~
December 18th, 1776. 5

SIR: I received a letter from Captain Jone.~, of tbe
Alfred. If he should want any supplies you will supply
him, and charge the same to the Continent. I ha~e wrote
my son, who is on board the Alfred, to call on you for what
he wants, and if he is coming home you may pay him as
much of my share of what prize money you have in your
hands, and his receipt shall be your discbarge.

I hope Captain Jones's prizE's may get safe into your
State, not so much on account of their value, as the want
the country is in for the cargoes of some of them.

I am, sir, your friend and bumbJe servant,
ESEK HOPKINS.

To John Bradford, Esq., Agent for the Continental Fleet
at Boston.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO ESEK HOPKINS, .JUN.

Providence, December 18th, 1776.

DEAR SON: I received yours, and have wrote to Mr: John
Bradford, Agent, to pay you all my share of prize money in
his hands, which you may receive and make use of as much
as is necessary, and bring the rest home to me. I have wrote
to Captain Jones to let you come horne; but would ha ve you
get your account from tbe clerk stated, and get Captain Jones
to sign it. Your motber, brothers, and sisters are well.

I am your affectionate father, ESEK HOPKINS.

To Mr. Esek Hopkins, Jun., on board the Alfred, at Boston.
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GOVERNOUR O~ RHODE-ISLAND TO THE COUNCIL OF MASSA-

CHUSETTS.

Providence, December 18, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The scarcity of intnmching tools within
this State is such that many of the troops stationed here are
quite unemployed. It will be not only for the health and
advantage of the troops to keep them to moderate labour,
but will likewise hasten the completing the works which are
necessarv for the defence of this State. The Hon. Gene-
ral Linc~ln informs. me that your State have a considerable
quantity of intrenching tools. I have therefore sent Mr

.

.
Josiah Draper to request your Honours to deliver him two
hundred and fifty pick-axes, two hundred and fifty iron
shovels, fifty narrow axes, and twenty crowbars, for the use
of the troops here. He wiJl give his receipt for the same.

I have no doubt, from the ready assistance you have
heretofore aff(jrded us upon every occasion, that you will com-
ply with his request; wherefore I have ordered Mr. Draper
to proceed forthwith with a wagon to receive them.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most humble
servant, NICH's COOKE.

To the honourable Council of the State of Massachusetts-
Bay.

Boston, 20 December, 1776.

Received of Richard Devens, Esq., Commissary-Gen-
eral for the ~Massachusetts State, the fo1lowing intrenching
tools, viz: twenty iron crowbars, fifty narrow axes, two
hundred and fifty pick-axes, one hundred and eight spades,
twenty Dutch spades, and one hundred and twenty-two
iron-shod shovels; received in behalf of the State of
Rhode-Island, for which have given another receipt.

ABIJAH DRAPER.

GENERAL LINCOLN TO JAMES BOWDOIN.
Providence, December 18, 1776.

GENTl.EMEN: I arrived here this day, about noon. I
find great want of intrenching tools. We have information
that an attack is soon designed on this place. I hope it will
not be immediately. Weare not ready to receive the
enemy. Matters are not in that state, nor are the troops
so regulated, as to give any rational hopes of success. A
little time wi1l give a new face to affairs here, if the New-
England States act like themsel ves, with fortitude and zeal,
of which I can't doubt. In my opinion, it is absolutely neces-
sary to forward the toob sent for by Governour Cooke;
indeed somewhere they must be had. They are not here.
From tbe Continental Army we cannot bave them. Tbe
State of Massachusetts-Bay bas them. They must exert
themsel ves in this as in all other matters. A more particu-
lar state of affairs I will give by the next opportunity.

I am, with tbe most perfect regard, your Honour's most
obedient servant, B LENJA. INCOLN.

Hon. James Bowdoin, Esq. To' be communicated.

P. S. If tools are not now in the Commissary's store,
tbey may be collected from Hull, the Islands, &c., and if
necessary replaced by the neighbouring towns.

orders for this purpose immediately, and to furnish the Pay-
master with a sum sufficient to pay the bounties aforesaid.

While tbe General CoOrt were contemplating upon meas-
ures for raising our quota of the new Army, General ,JVash-
ington, in consequence of the ad vice of a Council onv ill',
requested that tbis State would, as soon as possible, send
him a reinforcement of four thousand more from our Militia,
to supply the place of those wbo were about returning home,
to continue in the service till the first of j}Iarch next, by
wbich time he hoped the new Army would be levied; and
this requisition from General Washington was soon after
seconded by General Lee, wbo signified that a greater num-
ber would be necessary. In compliance with those requi-
sitions, this State have ordered one quarter part of the able-
bodied men in the Militia at bome to march to reinforce the
Army near New- York. In the midst of our executing this
business, we have been called upon by the Governour of
Rhode-Island to afford assistance to that State, to defend
them against the enemy's fleet and army arrived in that
State. They consist of above one hundred sail of ships,
and, as Governour Cooke writes, with not more than seven
nor less than five thousand troops. They have got posses-
sion of the island of Rhode-Island, and it is probable are
meditating an impression into the country. We have, there-
fore, ordered the one quarter part of the Militia of the
County of Barnstable (which was destined for New-York)
to march to Providence; and have also ordered the whole of
the Militia of the Counties of Plymouth and Bristol, togetber
with one regiment from the County of Suffolk and two
regiments from the County of Worcester, anda company of
train from Boston, to march to tbe same place, for-,heir relief
and assistance. This wiH naturally lessen and impede the
reinforcement designed for the Arm)' near New- York.

We have also, in consequence of a letter from General
&huyler, ordered the one quarter part of the Militia of the
County of Berkshire, and half the quarter part of the Militia
of the County of Hampshire, (both of which were destined'
for the Army near New- York,) to march to Albany, there
to follow the orders of Geueral Schuyler.

Notwithstanding these several urgent calls, the General
Comt are fuHy impressed with the necessity of raising a new
Army, and are determined vigorously to exert thelllselves
in accomplishing this all-important measure.

This State, in pursuance of the recommendation of Con-
gress, have appointed Nathaniel Appelton,Esq., Commis-
sioner of the Loan Office, though they have little or no
expectation of his borrowing any money upon the terms
prescrihed by Congress.

In the name and behalf of Council.
I am, respectfully, sir, your most humble servant,

JAMES BOWDOIN, President.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq.

MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR TO COLONEL CR4FTS.

War Office, Boston, December 18th, 1776.

SIR: By extracts from the commission of the Board of
War, you will perceive tbat tbe command of all the forces
in the pay of this State has devolved upon them. They
therefore expect from you an obedience to such orders as
they may issue from time to time; and relying upon your
continued exertions in the duties of your department, they
will make them as light to you, your officers, and men, as
tbe necessity of tbe service will admit.

By order of the Board:
S. P. SAVAGE,President p. t.

JAMES BOWDOIN TO THE PRESIDENT OF COXGRESS.

State of Massachusetts-Bay, Council Chamber, ~
Boston, December 18th, 1776. 5

SIR: This State, agreeable to the recommendation of Con-
gress, bave some time since taken measures for raising their Colonel Thomas Crafts.
quota of the Continental Army. It appears, by a resolution
passed by Congress the 16th of September last, that the
moneys to be given for boumiesis to be paid by the Pay-
master in the department where the soldier shall inlist. A
number of men have inlisted into the service, and tbe officers
are at a loss of whom they are to receive the twenty dollars
bounty for the men. General Ward informs us tbat the
Paymaster has not as yet received any orders to pay this
bounty money; and if he had, he has no money to pay it;
l1either has the General received any orders to draw upon
the Paymaster for this purpose. As it is of the last import-
ance to raise these men for the Continental Army without
the least delay, we submit it to the consideration of Con-
gress whether it will not be absolutely necessary to give Commissary Newman.

*

lIIASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR '£0 COMMISSARY NEWMAN.

War Office, Boston, December 18, 1776.

SIR : You are hereby acquainted that twenty casks of
rice are this day to be forwarded to Rehoboth from Dart;.
mouth, for the use of the troops now in the State of Rhode-
Island, and whicb belong to this State. They are ordered
to the care of Major ,Wm. Thompson there, and you will
take care to supply yourself from thence, as often as exi-. .
gencIes reqU1re.

I'm your humble servant. By ord er of the Board:
JAMES SWAN, Secretary p. t.
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MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR TO THE COUNCIL OF THE

STATE.

War Office, Boston, December 18th, 1776,

Uptm application to Colonel Orr, for a number of cannon,
cannon-shot, and small-arms, he reprl'sents that though the
materials and the furnace are in readiness. his armourers and
workmen are all taken off in the late alarm. The Board
of Wal' take the liberty to suggest to your Honours the ex-
pediency of an order to the commanding officer of the
Militia near Rhode-Island, for the discharge of so many of
said workmen as may be necessary to improve works erected
at a grt'at pub]ick expense; the Board of War being of
opinion that the publick service will be more effi~ctually
prosecuted by the employment of the workmen in their
several occupations than in the Militia.

W I' are your Honours' most humble servants.
By order of the Board:

S. P. SAVAGE,President p. t.

To the bonourab]e Council of the State of Massachusetts-
Bay.

TRISTRAM DALTON TO JOHN AVERY.

Newburyport, December 18, 1i76.

SIR: I this morning received your favour of the 16th
instant, covering a resolution of the honourab]e Board, direct-
ing the Committee appointed the 16th ultimo by the Court
to proceed to Providence, there to meet, on the 23d instant,
Committees from the other States of New-England, on
affairs mentioned in said resolution.

E\'er \.illing to serve my country, I shall endeavour to
. obey this new instruction from tbe honourable Council, of

which I beg the favour of your acquainting them.
I am, with respect, sir, y.ourmost humble servant,

TRISTRAM DALTON.
. John Avery, Esq., Deputy Secretary.

RESOI,UTION OF VIRGINIA ASSEl\ffiLY FOR REMOVAL OF ENG-

LISH SUBJECTS FROM THE STATE.

In General Assembly, December 19, ]776.

Wherf'as the King of Great Britain hath waged war
against this Commonwealth and the United American StattS,
and there are witbin this Commomvealth divers merchants
and others, subjects of the said King, who, while they-
remain here, have fi'equent opportunities of seducing and
corrupting the minds of the people, and are suspected of
holding correspondence with and giving intelligence to the
enemy:

Resolved, nemine contradicente, That the Governour and
Council be desired to cause aJl such persons to depart this
Commonwealth, by immediately putting in execution the
statute staple of the 27th of Edward III., chapter lith,
against all natives of Great Britain who were partners
witb, factors, agents, storekeepers, assistant storekeepers, or
clerks here, for any merchant or merchants in Great Britain,
at the time tbe act of tbe British Parliament for restraining
the trade of America, and seizing our property upon the
water, took place, except only such of them as has hereto-
fore uniformly manifested a fi'iendly disposition to the Arne!.i-
can cause, or are attached to this country by having wives
or children here; and such subjects of the said King, as
shall satisfy the Governollr and Council that they have not
been able to procure other means of departure, may have
their passage to any foreign port, in such vessels employed
in the service of this Commonwealth as the Governour and
Council shall direct. And that all, or any of them, who
shall be found here after the time respectively aIlowed them
to depart, shall be confillf~das enemies and prisoners of \\'ar.
And for furnishing the GO\'ernour and Council with proper
information, tbe Justices of the several Connty Courts are
-empowered and required immediately to make inquiry for all
such subjects of the said King residing within their respective
Counties, and, after due examination had, to cause a list of
their names to be entered (lpon record, and direct thpir clerk
to transmit a copy thereof to the Governollr. And d,lat a
CGPy of this resol VI', together with a copy of the afcJresaid
statute staple, be forthwith printed in the Virginia Gazette.

ARCH. CARY, Sp. Senate.
Eml. PEXDLETON, Sp. 11. D.

27th of EDWARD III.. Chapter XVfl.

A merchant stranger shall not be impearhed for another's
debt, but upon good cause. i)lerclwnts of enemies coun-
tries sell their goods in convenient time, and depart.

(Item.) That no merchant stranger be imppac!wd for
another's trespass, or for another's debt, whereof he is not
debtor, pledge, nor mainpernor. Provided always, That if
our liege people, merchants or others, be endall1aged by
any Lords of strange lands, or their su~jects, and the said
Lords (duly required) fail of right to our said subjects, we
shall have the 1,\IVof marC]ue, and of taking them again, as
hath been used in times past, without fraud or deceit; and
in case that debate do rise (which God defend!) betwixt us
and any Lords of strange lands, we, will not that the people
and merchants of the sairl lands be suddenly subdued in our
said realm and lands because of such debate, but that they
be warned, and proclamation thereof published, that they
shall void tbe said realm and lands, with their goods, freely,
within forty days after the warning and proclamation so
made; and that, in the mean time, they be not impeached,
not let of their passage, or of making their profit of the
same merchandises, if they will sell them. ,And in case
that for defauJt of wind or of ship, or fOl' sickness, or for
other evident cause, they cannot a void our said rpalm and
lands within so short a time, then they shall have other forty
days, or more, if need be, within which they may pass con-
veniently with selling their merchandise as afore is said.

FREDERICK-TOWN, MARYLAND, COMMITTEE TO TIlE PRESI-

DENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 23d.]

Frederick-Town, December 19th, 1776.

SIR: The resolve of Congress of the 9th instant came to
hand tbis evening, and has since been under the considera-
tion of the Committee. The resolutions they have taken
are enclosed for the perusal of Congress. .

From present appearances, the Committee expect that
the Militia will march pretty generally, perhaps one thou-
sand 01'twel ve hundred men, from the district, provided that
money is lodged in the hands of a Paymaster speedily, with
directions to advance small sums to such as are indigent,
and to fUl"Ilishnecessaries for the march of the troops.

r am directed by the Committee to urge the necessity of
this step, and to submit to the consideration of Congress
whether it might not be of real service to advance a month's
pay to each I:rJatl, if required.

There are three battalions in Washl~ngton County and
two in l'Uontgomery. It is imagined that they were intended
to be included in the request of Congress; jf so, and they
should march, (which is not doubted,) it is highly probable
they will likewise want money. The Committee will be_as
expeditious as possible in sf>nding forward the men, and will
pay strict attention to any further directions that Congress
may think proper to give.

r have the honour to be, sir, rom most obedient servant,
CHRIST R EDDELEN, Chairman.

P. S. We shall not have more guns than will arm one-
fiftbof the men. C. E.
To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Congress.

In Committee, December 19th, 1776.

A resol ve of Congress, of the 9th instant, directed to the
Committee of Frederick County, requesting the Militia of
said County to march to Philadelphia, for the defence of
tbat city, and to reinforce our Army, was read: Whereupon
it was

Re.wlved unanimously, That the Militia of this County
ought to equip themselves in the best manner they are able,
and march with all possible speed to Philadelphia, there to
be subject to the directions of the Commander-in-Chief.

That Brigadier-General Johnson, and the Field Officers
of the several Battalions, exert themselves in forwarding the
march of the Militia in the most con venient and expeditious
manner. ,

But as prudence directs that some should be left bebind,
Rcsolved, That the Field Officers select a few li'om each

Battalion, whose circumstances may render it most incon-
venient to leave home, to be kept on duty as a guard, and
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that they enro1J under such officers as the Committee may
appoint.

Tbat every prrson capahle of bearing arms hitherto ex-
empt from mustering on account of age, or other infirmities,
&c., also enroll into Companies to keep guard during tbe
absence of the Militia.

That this Committee will use their utmost endeavours to
furnish the .Militia with every thing necessary to facilitate
their march.

Tbat expresses be sent to the Colonels of the several
Battalions of this County, and to the Committees of Wash-
ington and ]}[ontgomery Counties, acquainting them with
the resolve of Congress and the resolutions of this Board
respecting the marching of the .Militia, &c.

Extract from the Minutes. P. THOMAS.

THOMA.S JOHNSON, JUN., TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Frederick-Town, 19lh December, 1776.

GENTLE:IIEN: This evening an express came to town
from Baltimore, with the resolution of Congrt'ss on the 91h
instant, requesting the Militia of Baltimore, Harford, Cecil,
and Frederick Counties, to march to reinforce General
Washington. I do not know" hat could have delayed the
messenger between Pltiladelphia and Baltimore. The reso-
lution was enclosed to the Committee of this County. Tbey
have resolved that the Militia ought to march, and I believe
in very great proportions will, though, as you must im3gine,
many of them are very ill provided for a winter's campaign.
It is intended, if possible, to get some in motion on ltlon-
day.

I do not know whether it is intended th3t I should com-
mand the whole Militia, or any part of them, or not; if it is,
I think some special authority for that purpose will be neces-
sary, and I shall cheerfuJly execute it as well as I can. But
in a matter of so much consequence, I shall frankly give my
opilJion at every hazard, that it is best not to let our Militia
go out under any Provincial Brigadier. General Beall's
commission,I suppose,has expiredj and if not, many of the
Flying-Camp speak of him so far fl'Om respectfully, that you
may be assured that many from here would but half obey
him, and so far with all ill-will. None of the rest of us
have seen service, and I fear we are not so competent, nor
will the men have the same confidence in either of us as
in one who has had experience. General Smallwood, and
several others, I believe, have but very small brigades, but
if any gent]eman goes from here as Brigadier, he must have
a great stock of philosophy to give up his brigade to another,
though superiour in abilities, and having nothing to do when
he foresees the genera], however unjust, imputations which
will be thrown upon Ilim. If these reasons appear to you. in the same strength they do to me, I imagine our Militia
might be put nnder the immediate comm.and of Smallwood,
bY <\.request to Congress or General WasAington. I have
seen a good many of the Flying-Camp who speak well, and
some who speak ill, of Smallwood.

If you have any stock of slioes, stockings, or blankets,
that you can sp3re, to be fOl'warded to York immediately,
and there sold to the men at moderate prices, or sent after
tbem, it would be a great relief.

I shall expect to hear from you j and am, gentlemen,
with very great respect; your obedient servant,

TH. JOHNSON,Jun.

The honourable Council of Safety of Maryland.

If there's no immediate good opportunity,Mr. Chaseis
desired to forward this by express.

CAPTAIN COOKTO lIIARYLANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY.
Christiana Bridge, December 19lh, 1776,

HONOURED GENTLEMEN: I received yours, dated the
15th, and on the 11th left Baltimore, with seventy-six in
number, all hearty and in high spirits. Agreeable to yours
to me, waited on some of the honourable Congress at Bal-
timore. To them I showed your letter, and have one from
them to the honourable commanding General at PAi/adel-
phia, where I shall apply for further orders j where I hope
for that rank due to my station; and no distinction as beinIT
a Provincial officer I hope will take place.

0

I expect to leave this about three o'c!ock, when the tide

~'i]J answer to proceed by water for Philadelphia. Captain
Patterson has got charge of the vessel I came up in. I
had not time to wrile YOIl by him. I desired him to inform
YOIl of my march to this place. I shall write yo~ from
Philadelphia by the first opportunity; and should we be
called to action I have not the least doubt but we shall
support that honour which our Province already have ac-
quired.

I am, honoured gentlemen, your very humble sel'\'ant,
GEO. COOK.

The honourable Conncil of Safety of Maryland, Annapolis.

P. S. Since I wrote the above, I find myself disappointed
in a vessel, so that I intend immediately to set off for New-
Castle.

JOHN M'KINLY TO COMMITTEE OF KENT COUKTY, DELAWARE.

Wilmington, tbe 19lh of December, 1776.

GENTLE;lIEN: The branch of the Council of Safety for
this County has met almost every d3Y since theil' return
from Dover. Tbe business of their meetings has been prin-
cipally to procure and provirle for the marching of the
Militia of this Counly, to reinforce the Army under General
Washington. Several companies have all'eady marched;
severa] others are getting- ready to march, and sundry others
are ex pected very soon to follow their example. This
business appears to be of such importance, and this critical
and alarming' situation of our affairs, as to require the closest
attention of the Council, and is likely to engage this branch
for some considerahle time ]ong;er. These considerations,
as likewise that nothing material has happened sjrfce the last
meeting of tbe General Council, as also that tbe meeting of
the Genel'3l Assembly is so near, have prevailed with the
members of the Council in this County to resolve not to attend
the proposed meeting at Dover, on the 23d instant; and I
am ordered by them to inform you of their said resolution,
and the real motives which induced them thereto, so as to
prevent any misa pprehension, trouble, or disappointment. I
am further ordered earnestly to recommend that the most
speedy and effectua] measures be taken to procure and pro-
vide for as many as possible of the Militia of your COllnty,
to march and join in the American Army. As so much de-
pends .on a timely reinforcempnt for these pt1rposes, I ha \'e
sent this by express, who will likewise deliver to you a sim-
i]ar letter to the branch of this Council in Susse,r; County,
which I would request you would be pleased to forward by
express as speedily as possible.

I have tbe honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient
and very humble servant, J 1\,,- I

T

NO.~C \'INLY.

To the Hon. Brigadier-General Rodney, Richard Bassett,
Esq., and others, the Council of Safety of Kent County,
at Dover.

THE AME;RICANCIUSIS.-NUMBER ONE,

These are the times that try men's souls. The summer
soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink
from the service of his country; but he that stands it now,
deserves the love and thanks of 1ll3n and woman. Tyranny,
like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this conso-
lation with us, that the harder tbe conflict the more glorious
the triumph. What we obtain too cheap we esteem too
lig;htly. 'Tis de3rness on]y that gives every thing its value.
Heaven knows bow to set a proper price upon its ?;oods;

<and it would be stl"3nge, indeed, if so celestial an article as
Freedom should not be highly rated. Bn:tain, with al1 army
to enforce her tyranny, h3s declared that sbe has a right
not only to tax, but" to bind us in al\ cases whatsoever j"
and if being bound in tbat manner is not slavery, then is
there not such a thing as slavery upon earth. Even the
expression is impious, for so unlimited a power can belong
only to God.

Whetber the independence of the Continent \Vas declared
too soon, or delayed too ]ong, I will not now enter into as
an argument. My own simple opinion is, that had it been
ei"ht months earlier, it would have been much better. \Ve
did not make a proper use of last winter; neither could we,
wbile we were in a dependent state. However, the fault,
if it were one, was all our own; we have none to blame
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but ourselves.'*' But no great deal is lost yet; al1 that
Howe has been doing for this month past is rather a ravage
than a conquest, which the spirit of the Jersey,~a year ago
woul<) have quickly repulsed, and which time and a little
resolUtionwill soon recover.

I have as little superstition in me as any man li\'ing; but
my secret opinion has ever been, and still is, that God
Almighty will not give up a people to military destruction,
or leave them unsupportedly to perish, who had so earnestly
and so repeatedly sought to avoid the calamities of war, by
every decent method which wisdom could invent. Neither
have I so much of the infidel in me as to suppose that He
has relinquished the government of the world, and given us
up to the care of devils; and as I do not, I cannot see on
what grounds tbe King of Britain can look up to Heaven
for help against us. A common murderer, a highwayman,
or a housebreaker, 'has as good a pretence as he.

'Tis surprising to see how rapidly a panick wil1sometimes
run tbrough a country. All nations and ages have been
subject to them. Britain has trembled like an ague at the
repmt of a French fleet of flat-bottomed boats; and in the
fourteenth century, the whole English Army, after ravaging
the kingdom of France, was dl'i\'en back like men petrified
with fear; and this brave exploit was performed by a few
broken forces, coJlected and headed by a woman, Joan of
Arc. Would that Heaven might inspire some Jersey maid
to spirit up her countrymen, and save bel' fair fellow-sufferers
from ravage and ravishment! Yet panicks, in some cases,
have their uses, They produce as much good as hurt.
Their duration is always short; the mind soon grows through
them, and acquires a firmer habit than before. But their
peculiar advantage is, that they are the touchstones of sin-
cerity and hypocrisy, -and bring things and men to light
which might otherwise have lain forever undiscovered. In
fact, they have the same effect on secret trai,ors which an
imaginary apparition would upon a private muroerer. They
sift out the hidden thoughts of man, and ho]d them up in
publick to the world. Many a disguised Tory has lately
shown his head, that shall penitentially solemnize with curses
the day on which Howe arrived upon the Delaware.

As I was with the troops at Fort Lee, and marched with
them to the edge of Pennsylvania, I am well acquainted
with many circumstances which those who lived at a dis-
tance know bat little or nothing of. Our situation there
was exceedingly cramped, the place being on a narrow
neck of land between the North River and the Hackensack.
Our force was inconsiderab]e, being not one fourth so great
as Howe could bring against us. We had no army at
hand to have relieved the garrison, had we shut ourselves
up and stood on the defence. Our ammunition, light-artil-
lery, and the best part of our stores, had been remO\'ed, upon
the apprehension that Howe would endeavour to penetrate
the Jerseys,in which case Fort Lee could be of no great
use to us; for it must occur to every thinking man, whether
in the army or not, that these kind of field forts are only
for tempOl'ary pnrposes, and last in use no longer than the
enemy directs his force against the particular object which
such forts al'e raised to defend. Such was our situation and
condition at Fort Lee, on the morning of the 20th of No-
vember, when an officer arrived with information that the
enemy, with two hundred boats, had landed about seven or
eight miles above. Major-General Greene, who commanded
the garrison, immediately ordered them under arms, and
sent express to his Excellency General Washington, at the
town of Hackensack, distant, by the way of the ferry, six
miles. Our first object was to secure the bridge over the
Hackensack, which laid up the river between the enemy
and us, about six miles from us and three from them. Gen-
eral Washington arrived in ahout three-quarters of an hour,
and marched at the head of the troops towards the bridO'e
which place I expected we should have a brush for; ho~~
ever, they did not choose to disputp. it \vith us, and the
greatest part of our troops went over the bridge, the rest flyer
the ferry, except some which passed. at a mill on a small
creek, between the bridge and the ferry, and made their
way through some marshy grounds up to the town of Hack-
ensack, and there passed the river. \Ve brought off as

.. "The present winter is ~orth an. age, ifrightly employed; but jf lost
or negl~cted, the whole conUnent WJ\] partake of the evil; and there is
no pUnishment that man does not deserve, be he who, or what, or where
he will, that may be the means of sacrificin<>' a season SO precious and
usefuL "-Commcm Sense. "

much baggage as the wagons could contain; the rest was
lost. The simple object was to bring off the garrison, and
to march them on till they could be strengthened by the
Jersey or Pennsylvania Militia, so as to be enabled to make
a stand. We staid four days at Newark, collected in om
outposts, with some of the Jersey Militia, and marched out
twice to meet tbe enemy on information of their being ad-
vancing, though our numbers were gl'f~atly inferiour to theirs.
Howe, in my little opinion, committed a great errour in gen-
eralship in not throwing a body of forces off from Staten-
l~land, through Amboy, by which means he might have
seized all oUl' stores at Brunswick, an~dintercepted our march
into Pennsylvania. But, if we belie\'e the power of hell to
be limited, we must likewise believe tbat their agents are
under some providential control.

I shall not now attempt to give all the particulars of our
retreat to tbe Delaware. Suffice it for the present to say,
that both officers and men, though greatly harassed and
fatigued, frequently without rest, covering, or provision, the
inevitable consequences of a long retreat, bore it with a
manly and a martial spirit. All their wishes were one,

which was, that tbe country would turn out and help them
to drive the enemy back. Voltaire has remarked that King
William never appeared to fu\! I\dvantage but in difficulties
and in action. The same remark may be made on General
Washington, for the character fits him. There is a natural
firmness in some minds which cannot be unlocked by trifles,
but which, when unlocked, discovers a cabinet of fortitude;
and I reckon it among those kind of publici, blessings which
we do not immediately see, that God hath blest him with
uninterrupted health, and given him a mind tbat can even
flourish upon care.

I shaH conclude this paper with some misceHaneous re-
marks on the state of our affairs, and shal1 begin with asking
the folJowing question: Why is it that the enemy have left
the New-England Provinces, and made these middle ones
the seat of war? The answer is easy: New-England is
not infested with Tories. and we are. I have been tender
in raising the cry again;t these men, and used numberless
arguments to show tbem tbeir danger, but it will not do to
sacrifice a world to either their fol1yor their baseness. The
period is now arrived in which either they'or we must change
our sentiments, or one or both must fall. And what is a
Tory: Good God! what is be? I should not be afraid to
go with an hundred Whigs against a thousand Tories, were
they to attempt to get into arms. Every Tory is a coward,
for a servile, slavish, self-interested fear is the foundation of
Toryism; and a man under such inAuence, though he may
be cruel, can never be brave.

But before tbe line of irrecoverable separation be drawn
between us, let us reason the matter together. Your con-
duct is an invitation to tbe enemy, yet 110tonein a thousand
of you has heart enough to join him. Howe is as much
deceived by you as the American cause is injured by. you.
He expects you wil1 all take up arms, and flock to his stand-
ard, with muskets on you~ shoulders. Your opinions are of
no use to him, unless you support him personally; for 'tis
soldiers,and not Tories, tbat he wants.

I once felt all that kind of angerwhich a man alight to
feel against the mean principlesthat are beld by tbe Tories.
A noted one, who kept a tavern at Amboy, was standinO'
at his door, with as pretty a child in his hand, about eigln
or nine years old, as most I ever saw, and after speaking
his mind as freely as he thought was prudent, finished with
this unfatherly expression: "W el1, give me peace in my
day!" Not a man lives on the Continent but fuIJy believes
that a separation must some time or other finaJly take place,
and a generous parent would bave said, "If there must be
trouble, let it be in my day, that my child may have peace;"
and this single reflection, wel1 applied, is sufficient to awaken
every man to duty. Not a place upon earth might be so
happy as America. Her situation is remote from aIJ the
wranglingworld,and she has nothing to do but to trade
with them. A man may easily distinguish in himself be-
tween temper and principle; and I am as confident as I am
that God governs the world, that America wil] never be
happy till she gels clear of foreign dominion. Wars, with-
out ceasing,will break out til1 that period arrives, and the
Continent must in the end .be conqueror; for thougb tile
flame of liberty may sometimes cease to shine, the coal
never can expire.

.
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America rlid not, nor does not, want force; but she
wanted a proper application of that force. Wisdom is not
the purchase of a day, and it is no wonder that we should
err at first setti~g off. From an excess of tenderness, we
were unwilling to raise an army, and trusted our cause to the
temporary defence of a well-meaning Militia. A summer's
experience has now taught us better; yet with those troops,
while they were collected, we were able to set bounds to the
progress of the enemy, and, thank God! they are again as-
semtJling. I always considered a Militia as the best troops
in the world for a sudden exertion, but they will not do for a
long campaign. Howe, it is probable, will make an attempt
on this city; should he fail on this side the Delaware, he is
ruined; if he succeeds, our cause is not ruined. He stakes
all on his side against a part on ours; admitting he succeeds,
the consequence will be, that armies from both ends of the
Continent will march to assist their suffering friends in the
Middle States; for he cannot go every where-it is impos-
sible. I consider Howe as the greatest enemy the Tories
have; he is bringing a war into their country, which, had it
not been for him and partly for themselves, they had been
clear of. Should he now be expelled, I wish, with all the
devotion of a Christian, that the names of Whig and TOl'Y
may never more be mentioned; but sbould tbe Tories give
him encouragement to come, 01' assistance if he comes, I as
sincerely wish that OUl'next year's arms may expel them
from the Continent, and the Congress appropriate their pos-
sessions to the relief of those who have suffered in well-
doing. A single successful battle next year will settle the
whole. America could carryon a two years' war by the
confiscation of the property of di,affected persons, and be
made happy by their expulsion. Say not that this is revenge j
call it rather the soft resentm~nt of a suffering people, who,
having no object in view but the good of all, have staked
their own all upon a seemingly doubtful event. Yet it is
folly to argue against determined hardness; eloquence may
strike the ear, and the language of sorrow dmw forth the
tear of compassion, but nothing can reach the heart that is
steeled with prejudice.

Quitting this class of men, I turn with the warm ardour
of a friend to those who have nobly stood, and are yet de-
termined to stand the matter out; I call not upon a few, but
upon all; not on this State or that State, but on every State;
up and help us; lay your shoulders to the wheel j better
have too much force than too little, when so great an object
is at stake. Let it be told to the future world, that in the
depth of winter, when nothing but hope and virtue could
~urvive, that the city and the country, alarmed at one com-
mon danger, came forth to meet and to repulse it. Say not
that thousands are gone, turn out your tens of thousands;
throw not the burthen of the day upon Providence, but

"
show your 'faith by your works," that God may bless you.

It matters not where you live, or what rank of life you hold,
the evil or the blessing will reach you all. The far and the
near, the home counties and the back, the rich and the poor,
will suffer 01' rejoice alike. The heart that feels not now,
is dead. The blood of his children will curse his coward-
ice, who shrinks back at a time when a little miaht have
saved the whole, and made them happy. I 10veOthe man
that can smile in trouble, that can gather strength from dis-
tress, and grow brave by reflection. 'Tis the business of little
minds to shrink; but he whose heart is firm, and whose con-
science approves his conduct, will pursue his principles unto
death. My own line of reasoning is to myself as straight and
clear as a ray of light. Not all the treasures of the world,
so far as I believe, could have induced me to support an
offensive war, for I think it murder; but if a thief break-
into my house, burn and destroy my property, and kill or
threaten to kill me, or those tbat are in it, and to

" bind me
in all cases whatsoever" to his absolute will, am I to suffer
it? What signifies it to me, wbether he who does it, is a
king or a common man; my countryman 01'not my counlry-
man? Whether it is done by an individual villain, or an
army of them? If we reason to the root of tbings we shall
find no differen~ej ~ejther can any just cause be assigned why
we should pUl1lsh III the one case, and pardon in the at bel'.
Let them ca1l me Rebel, and welcome, I feel no concem from
it; but I sbou]d suffer the misery of devils, were I to make
a whore of my so1l1by swearina aJlegiance to one, whose
character is, that of a sottish, ~tupid, stubborn, worthless,
brutish man. I conceive likewise a horrid idea in receiving

mercy from a being who, at the last day, ~hall be shrieking
to the rocks and mountains to cover him, and fleeing with
terrour from tbe orphan, the widow, and the slain of Amer-
lca.

ThE're are cases which cannot be overdone by language,
and this is one. There are persons, too, who see, not .he
full extent of the evil that threatens them; they solace
themsel ves with hopes that the enemy, if they succeed, will
be merciful. It is the madness of f01ly to expect mercy,
from those who have refused to do justice; and even mercy,
where conquest is the object, is only a trick of war. The
cunning of the fox is as murderous as the violence of the
wolf; and we ought to guard equa1lyagainst both. llowe's
first object is, partly by threats and partly by promise, to
terrify or seduce the people to deliver up their anns, and re-
ceive mercy. The Ministry recommended the same plan to
Gage, and this is what the Tories ca1l making their peace;
"a peace which passeth all understanding" indeed! A
peace which would be the immediate forerunnel' of a worse
ruin than any we have yet thought of. Yemen of Penn-
sylvania, do reason upon these things! "\Vere the back
Counties to give up their arms, they would fa1l an easy prey
to the Indians, who are all armed. This perhaps is what
some Tories wouJd not be sorry for. "\Vere the home Coun-
ties to deliver up their arms, they would be exposed to the
resentment of the back Counties, who would then have it in
their power to chastise their defection at pleasure. And
were anyone State to give up its arms, that State must be
garrisoned by all Howe's army of Britons and lIessians to
preserve it from the anger of the rest. Mutual fear is a
principal link in the chain of mutual love, and woe be to
that State that breaks the compact. Howe is mercifuJly-jn-
viting you to barbarous destruction, and men must be either
rogues or fools that will not see it. I dwell not upon the
vapol1l'sof imagination; I bring reason to YOllr ears; and ill
language as plain as A, B, C, hold up truth to your eyes.

I thank God that I fear not. I see no real cause for fear.
I know our situation we1l, and can seethe way out of it.
While our Army wascollected,Howe dared not risk a bat-
tle, and it is no credit to him that he decamped {i'om tbe
White-Plains, and waited a mean opportunity to ravage the
defenceless Jerseys; but it is great credit to liS, that, with
an.handful of men, we sustained an orderly retreat for near
an hundred miles, brought off our ammunition, an our field
pieces, the greatest part of our stores, and had four rivers to
pass. None can say that our retreat was precipitate, for we
were near three weeks in performing it, that the country
might have time to come in. Twice we marched back to
meet the enemy and remained out tin dark. The sign of
fear was not seen in our camp, and had not some of the
cowardly and disaffected inhabitants spread false alarms
through the country, the Jerseys had never been ra \'aged.
Once more we are again col1ected and colJecting; our new
Army at both ends of the Continent is recruiting fast, and we
sha1l be able to open the next campaign with sixty tbousand
men, well armed and clothed. This is our situation, and
who will may know it. By perseverance and fortitude we
ha ve the prospect of a glorious issue; by cowardice and sub-
mission, the sad choice of a variety of eviJs-a ravaged coun-
try-a depopulated city-habitations without safety, and
slavery without hope-our homes turned into barracks and
bawdy-houses fi)r llessians, and a future race 10 provide for
whose fathers we shaH doubt of. Look on this picture and
weep over it! and if there yet remains one thoughtless
wretch who believes it not, Jet him suffer it unlamented.

Philadelphia, December 19, 1776.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL o~'

SAFETY.

Head-Quarters, Bucks County, 19th December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN; I am favoured with yours of the 17th,
enclosing the resolution of your Board respecting tbe Militia
of Bucks and Nortlwrnpton Counties. I shaH, in conse.
quence of it, immediately order tbe Colonels to summon
their regiments to attend upon a certain day, and I shall
treat the defilllhers in the manner pointed out by the
resolve, unless a good and sufficient cause of absence is
assigned.

Nothin<Tever amazed me more than the note said to be
wrote by John Dickinson, Esq., to his brother, the General.
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If be applies to me to show him tbe contents, I see no
reason for refusing it, because be may easily be infi.Jl"I1Jedby
applying to the writer. .

Th~ cnemy having marie no move of any consequence
since 1 wrote to you last, I bave only to recommend your
continuing to exert yourselves in stirring up the spirits of
your people, and making every necessary preparation for
tbe defence of your city, wbile the enemy ]ea ves it in your
power to do it without interruption.

I ba ve tbe bonour to be, with tbe greatest respect, gen-
tlemen, your most obedient servant, .

Go. WASHINGTON.
To the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania.

ORDERS TO COLONEL KIRKBRIDE, OF BUCKS COUNTY, PENN-

SYLV ANIA, ltIILITIA.

SIR: The honourable the Council of Safety of the State
of Pennsylvania having, by a resolve passed the \jth day
of this instant, December, autborized me to call fortb tbe
Militia of the County of Bucks to the assistance of the
Continental A rmy under my command, I hereby require
you immediately to issue orders to the Captains of your
re[Timent, to summon the officers and privates of tbeir com-
paonies to meet on tbe 28th day of this instant, at the usual
place, for their joining in battalion, with tbeir arms and ac-
coutrements in good orner; and when so met, march imme-
diately to the city of Philarlelphia, and there put yourself
under the command of Major-General .Putnam; and you
are further required to make me an exact return of the
names and places of abode of such officers and pri~'ates as
refuse to appear, with their arms and accoutrements, at the
time and place appointed, that they may be dealt with as
the resolve above referred to directs.

Given under my hand, at Head-Quarters, this 19th day
of December, 1776.

Go. WASHINGTON.
[The ~ame to Colonelllart; to Colonel.an(lrew Kachleinj to Colonel

.'lrthur Ewing j to Colonel JQseph Sabills.]

EXTR.~CT OF A LETTER TO A FRIEND IN CONNECTICUT, FROM

AN OFFICER IN THE AMERICAN ARMY, DATED BUCKS

COUNTY, DECEMBER 19, 1776.

Since my last we have received intelligence from Phil-
adelphia that nine Brifish men-of-war bave entered Del-
aware Bay. No doubt these movements to Rhode-Island,
Philadelphia, and the Jerseys, at tbis season of the year, is
intended to divide our force, and if possible distract our
councils, and discourage our people fa'om inlisting in the
new army. Heaven grant their designs may be defeated!
Now, my fi-iend, is the crisis for you in the country to exert
yourselves. Use your influence, and let us have an army.
Every good man and well-wisher to his country will exert
himself. [I' he is a lover of this once happy land, he will
exhort one and all to lend their aid to do the needful to save
this injured, bleeding, distressed land. Was you to behold
tbe Jerseys, to see the distresses would bring tears into
your eyes. Now is the time for us to be in earnest. As
for what few troops we bave, you would be amazed to see
wbat fine spirits they are in; and the Continental troops
are really well disciplined, and you may depend will fight
bravely, and I doubt not before one week you will hear of
an attack somewhere, when I trust we shall do honour to
oursel ves. I well know both officers and men are deter-
mined to cbeck tbe pride of the red-coats. They at pres-
ent are flushed with their successes, which perhaps may lull
them into too much security for themsel ves. I think it
likely they will endeavour to penetrate your State in the
spring; I am confident they cannot penetrate fur; but
be sure that you advise old and young to be in readiness.
Push the aftuir of good muskets; let them carry a full
ounce ball; but I think a three. and-half-feet barrel is ]ong
enough, with a good bayonet. Depend upon itl to avoid
the worst, it's necessary to be well and martially equipped.
In short, if anyone will but suffer himself to reflect but
for a moment, he must own that we are not in earnest
enough.

Consider, 0 my countrymen, the distresses gasping for
you, ready to devour you all. Liberty calls aloud- to save

yourselves. But I am not in the least doubtful but that
America wil] rouse. Choose good young officers, that will
not think of borne only when they can think of relUrning as
conquerors. You shall heal' from me soon a"gain.

GENERAL M'DOUGALL TO GENERAL WASH~GTON.

Chatham, in Enst Jersey, 19 December, 1776.

SIR: The rheumatism and other disorders detained me
at Haverstraw, and separated me from my brigade. Eight
days since I found myself much better, and followed Gene-
ral Lte's division to Morris- Town, where I arrived the day
after he was unfortunately taken. This catastrophe deter-
mined me, by the advice of friends, not to proceed unless I
bad a guarrJ. The three regiments from the northward,
under Colonel Vase, were hourlyexpected to lHorris-Town.
They did not arrive until the day before yesterday, late in
the evening. Provisions and other necessaries were pre-
pared for their march next morning to join you; but an
express anived at night, with information that Colonel
Ford's Militia had an engagement with the enemy at
Springfield, and that he expected it would be renewed the
next morning, to gain the pass of the mountains. The
country in general being greatly discouraged, and on the
e~'eof making a surrender of this State, I judged it my duty
to order those regiments to march at four a. m. to support
Colonel Ford. The enemy early next mOI'ning retired
towards S'p(mk- Town.

When Colonel Vose this morning was preparing to march
to Morris- Town, the Militia and principal gentlemen were
much dejected, and assured me if those troops were not left
here to countenance them, the .Militia could not be col-
lected to make any opposition to the enemy, and those who
were imbodied would disband, which would eventually end
in a submission of this State. Indeed, some of the most
important, sensible, and zealous of the people, declared
they would provide for their own safely, as they had no
hopes of being able to assemble the Militia if those Conti-
nental troops were removed. They asserted that General
Lee gave them assurance that those troops should Le left
here for their protection, which was countenanced in some
measure in a letter of General Heath's to Colonel Ford;
and to remove them after so. many of the troops passed
through the State, would be to abandon them to the
enemy, which is the idea generally held by too many of
the lriends of the country; but if the troops stay, they were
in no doubt of collecting a respectable number of the Mili-
tia. In this state of things, I feared if I advised Colonel
Vase to proceed to the Delaware, I should be chargeable
with all the Lad consequences. These facts will be authen-
ticated to you by the Committee of Morris-Town.

The submission of this State wou]d draw after it conse-
quences easier to conceive than express, and are too obvious
to render an enumeration necessary. To prevent an event
so fatal to our common cause, I have ventured to advise
Colonel Vase to remain in this State, and shall post his
troops, with the Militia, in the best manner to co\'er tbe
country not in the hands of the enemy. It is the only
chance we have for retaining it. Orders for him will
readily find him by applying to Colonel Remsen, at Morris-
Tawil, or Colonel Ford. I find by Colonel Vase that those
troops are determined to go home at the expiration of theil'
time, which would nearly be accomplished before they could
reacb you, which was a consideration that induced me to
ad vise his stay, and as their assistan,::e to you would not bear
any proportion to the prospect of their service here. I hope

,these considerations will justify me .to your Excellency, as
the service and the safety of the common cause were the
only motives which determined my advice.

I am greatly mortified that I have no reason to expect I
shall be able to do duty in the course of the winter in the
manner I could wish, from the complication of dLsorders
that aillict me. If the time was not so critical to the coun-
try I would resign, as I do not wish to be a burthen to it.
But as tbis might at this crisis be' a prejudice to the cause,
subject to the abuse of Qur enemies, I decline it; but wisb
to be favoured with the General's advice for my future con-
duct. If I stay here, unless I am with some detachment of
the Army, I shall be exposed to the like misfortune that
befell General Lee. If I am with tbe Army, the bouses are
so necessary to them that I cannot be accommodated; I



1297 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., DECEMBER, 1776. 1298

shall, howe\'er, endea \'our to remain in this nE'ighhourhood
till Generailleath arri\'es at Morris- Town, which I have
reason to ex pect \vill be in a f~w days.

I am, with earnest wishes for your success and happiness,
your Excellency's very humble servant,

ALEX. McDOUGALL.

His Excellency General Washington.

P. S. The {'nemy are changing their troops so often from
Hancinsak to Elizabeth- Town, that it is ill1pos,ible to gi \'e
a true state of their numbers in frontier towns of this State.
Colonel Ford has had f!'Omeight hundred to one thousand
of the Militia collected. Now about seven hundred.

Greaton's regiment, about ~50; Bond's, do. 100; Por-
ter's, do. 170 ;-520.

I have taken the libE'rty to transmit to you a letter of
General Heath's, appl'Oving of my advice in detaining that
corps.

Morris-Town, December 19,1776.

SIR: The distressed situation of this State, and the immi-
nent danger of Ihis countl'}', filled at present with most of
the persons anrl propelty of tbe well-a(fected people of this
part of the Province, induces us most earnestly to request
you to detain the troops now in this neighbourhood on their
march from Ticonderoga. We had General Lee's express
promise that this detachment should be detained here for
the protection of this State. And although his letter to the
commanding officer does not contain so explicit an order for
that plll'pose as we would wish, yet there is sufficient evi-
dence that this was his intention, frorn a full view of the
necessity and importance of such a measure. You are also
sensible that this is the desire of General Heath. And from
What you, sir, see and heal', wecannot doubt but it appears
in the same light to yourself.

We are truly sensible of the necessity of a large force
with Genera] Washington. But while the enemy are so
.dispersed, it cannot be expected the whole body of our troops
can be all ,)t one place. Part of our Militia have been
called out of our Province; and if we had the whole, what
could they do against the enemy, the main body of which is
in this State? Yet with the support of these troops we hope
to collect a larger body of the Militia than we have at pres-
ent, and by defending important passes secure a great part
of this State, and it may be in time regain the whole.

But, sir, we must speak the painful truth. If these troops
are not detained, the Militia collected will grow dispirited,
soon dwindle away, and this State be lost. We beseech
you, consider these things, and grant us such relief as is in
your power. We honestly declare, that so far as we know
alii' hearts, we speak not fi'orn a partial regard to one part of
the Continent, but as if the whole was our own.

'Ve are, sir, with all due respect, your most obedient and
very humble servants,

J ACOJ3FORD, one of the Jltilges.
SILAS CONDIT, one of the Council.
CALF.B CAM.P,one of the Assembly.
Ar.,EX'R CARMICAJ;;I"Chairman of the Committee.

TnlO. JOHNES, 1
BEN. HAlT, I jJlli . t
A. MAINHORTE,

J

lnlS ers.

J ACOB VAN ARsDAr,EN,
JACOB FORD, Jun., Col. Commandant of the Militia.
J AMES CALDWELL.

To General 11-1acDougall.

COLONEL 1\IALC01\lTO GENERAL !lEATH.
. Chatham, December 19, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: I got to this place this moment. Gen-
eral ltlcDougali most providentially was before me. An
order from Head-Quarters for the Ticonderoga detachment
to join the grand Army, had almost lost this State. The
Militia, who are numerOl~s and brave in this quarter, finding
themselves abandol)ed, came to a resolution to save them-
selves .and families by dispersing:. The principal people
suppos1l1g themsel ves forsaken by the Army, were also deject-
ed, and would have retired. To avert so capital a blow, Gen-
eral McDougall hath detail1ed Colonel Vose until further
orders; but ,this leaves the issue doubtful. A repeated
order may amve next mQment, and the State lost. For this
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weighty consioeration, surely it will be advisable that you
move this way. Suppose Tappan and tbc vicinity is
exposed, the enemy cannot approach the forts by land
(with artillery) but through the pass of the Clove; and
surely General Clinton's Army is competent to defend that
gl'OllI1d,perhaps to do more.

I am informed )'OUcan ex pect to be joined here by about
one thousand good Militia. This will enable you to cover
this valuable country, which abounds with forage, and which
!Ilust expect the vengeance of the enemy. Frorn their
attachment to their country and their zeal, they are remark-
ably obnoxious. In proportionare their fears; aud there.
fore they ought to be supported. This quarter is capable
of being easily defended, and much benefit arise thereby.
I hope to meet YOIl on Saturday at ~Morris-Town, or a
shorter road which Mr. Sanford will show you. Time i$
precious; I can only offer my respects to General Parsons,
General Clinton if with you, and your suite; and that with
much respect and. esteem I am, dear General, your much
obliged and very humble servant,

W. MAI,COM.

To Major-General Heath, Pyramus.

The facts contained. ill this are true.. . .

AJ:,EX. McDoTJGAJ;.I,.

DR. stUPPJ':N TO THE .PREs'tDENT OF CONG]{ESS.

Head-Q,uarters, Perth-Amboy, 19th September, 1776.

D!i:AR SIR: The department under my direction has been,
and continues to be, very healthy, and our treatment of the
sick very successful, not having lost more than ten or twelve
men out of tbe twenty or thirty thousand that have passed
through this camp. I bave met with much difficulty in
procuring houses and nlll'ses, particularly the latter; and in
order to engage any of them in. the service, have been obliged
to deviate fl'orn the regulation Qf the honourable Congress,
and allow them ten shillings pel' week, instead of three shil-
lings nine pence. The most ordinary woman here is able
to earn much more, as there are so few women and so many
men to wash for, &c. I flatter myself this deviatioo will be
forgiven, as the sick must suffer much unless well nursed
and kept clean.

I must also inform you, sir, that the many posts we have
to maintain makes it necessary to ha ve more Surgeons than
are a\fowed by the Congress, one being necessary to each
post. But yotl may be assured in this, as well as every
other part of my conduct, the necessary good of the whole
shall be my guide; and when I do not strictly comply with
the rules of the Congress, necessity only shall compel me to
deviate. This increase of expense I shall amply make up
to you by making the Surgeons and Mates of the Hospital
act as Surgeons and Apothecary to seven or ei.ght battalions
at each post, who came without any Surgeon or medicine,
and whose very short, and I had almost said useless, stay
here would make the appointment of either for them im-
proper and expensive. This is the case now at Amboy,
where I act myself not only as Director, but as Surgeon tp
the Hospital and Apothecary to nine battalions, who are
unprovided; but tbis will IIOt be the case long, as we flatte,r
ourselves we have almost done with Militia.

I havethe pleasure to inform you that all the wounded
from Long-Island are recovered, and well disposed to revenge
the blood of their brave fellow-soldiers who fell on tha.t
day.

I have the honour to be, dear sir, your and the Conuress's
most obedient and hl!lI1ble servant,

<> .

W. SHIP.PEN,Jr., S. G. and D. H.

GENERAL IJ::EATH TO NEW-YORK CONVENTI.ON.

Paramus, December 19th, 1776.

Sm: I ha~e j~st re~eived a line .from a gentleman, (Mr.
Robel't ]}Jorrzs,) 10 which he acquaillts me that a person in
New- York, who bas an opportunity of being acquainted
with the motions of the enemy, had advised a friend to move
her effects from Fishkill to .some place of safety. ).Vir.A-lor-
ris acquaints me in his letter that he is not atJiberty to men-
tion names, but makes no doubt that such messaue was
sent, and that the person sending might be acquaint!~d with
their motions. That this was done before my leaving of

82
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Peeks kill.
think that
ful.

I ha ve been fortunate at Hackensack; have taken fOllror
five prisoners of war, besides a number of disaffected persons.
These I alll sending to Fishkills, as I cannot find any place
of safety fiJl't helll on this side. We have also taken upwards
of eighty muskets, anrl secmed about oue hundred and fifty
barrels of flour, a quantity of rum, wine, and hay, which was
going to New- York. It is said that part of those articJes
belong to am friends; but that property should be sent into
the hands of our enemies for safety seems to be a paradox.

The enemy the last night advanced to Aquachannock
Bridge, when they halterl. General Leslie's brigade, which
a few days siLlcemarched from Elizabeth-l'own to the south-
ward,. has received orders to march back immediately.
They entered 1Vewark on yestt'rday morning, I suppose in
consequence of our moving this way. It was some of his
troops most probably that advanced to Acquachannock the
last night. I shall carefully watch their motions, and if
possible give them a blow. I consider the passes of the
Highlands of so much conse'1uence that I shall keep a
watchful eye on those 011this side. It is reported here that
two ships have lately sailed up the river. We expect this
day to know the truth of it. .

I am, with respect and esteem, your obedient servant,
W. H.:ATH.

of the State of

I do not give much credit to the report, but
every hint of this kind should make us watch-

President of the honourable Convention
New- York, Fishkill.

GENERAL HEATH TO NEW-YORK CONVF.NTION.

Paramus, December 19, 1776.

SIR: Since I wrote you in the morning, I have received
despatches from his ExcelJency General Washington, in
wbich he is pleased to signify his pleasure that I .sholild
return to my former post at Peekskill, (after baving attempt-
ed what I have been so happy as to effect already,) there to
exert my utmost ennea voms to secure the posr, cover the
country, and curb the insolent. I shall return very soon.
Nothing wilJ retard me but the makin.g another attempt,
where I think there is a prospect of success, and to secme
my stores, &c. The enemy, by his ExcelJency's letter, are
about to return towards Brunswick and the vicinity of that
place.

I am, sir, with respect and esteem, your most humble
servant,

\V. HEATH.

Honourable President of the honourable Convention of the
State of New- York.

COMMISSARY HUGHES TO GENERAL HEATH.

Peekskill, Wedllesday morning, 19th Deeember, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: The despatches for Convention I sent

off immediately by a rider just come in, as I received them;
which was at dusk last evening.

Forty barrels of pork have been sent to Colonel J.[ays,
three days ago, which is more than you have mentioned;
and as to rum, if I understand MI'. Paulding rightly, he
does not intend to send any more, but let tbat be used
which is taken there.

A day or two after you went away, sir, I went to NortTt-
Castle, and procured a party of men and officers, whom I
ga \'e an impress warrant to, and sent them after teams,
which has enabled the Commissary to get alJ his pork up,
and considerable of other stores, many of which are now on
the roa,d. Part of the pork £<)('both 'garrisons went off yes-
terday, but was obliged to put back on account of a squall.
This day the whole will set out, and if something does not
prevent, I intend to see it there, as no dependence can be
'put on any thing but what is seen. I alight to ha ve told
you, sir, that one hogshead of rum was sent along with the
forty barrels of pork.

Major Bradford passed through yesterday, and confirms
the unfortunate account of General Lee, whom I greatly
lament, but am not the least discouraged. I sympathize
with him as a person of the greatest sensibility, and over
whom the enemy wilJ exult with insolence.

For Heaven's sake don't release any of those scoundrels
that you have taken; but let them be well secured, and feel
the effects of their treachery.

I congratulate you on the success of your expedition,
sir.

I am, dear General, your most obedient and very humble
servant,

HUGH HUGHES.
The Hon. Major-General Heath.

JOHN SCHENCK TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

In Committee, Poughkeepsie, December 19, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: We send in an account by MI'. Elias Van
BunseMen, being for preparing five sJoops and five scows
ordered made by his Ex:;ellency General 1Yashington. As
we imagine this account may be annexed to the other ac-
connt of building five rafts by your borly, we have sent this
in, and desiring you will be pleased to pay the same to the
bearer.

I am, gentlemen, with respect, your very humble servant,
JOHN SCHENCK, Chairman.

Honourable the Can vention of the State of New- York.

:nOBEltT YATES TO JAMES DUANE.

Claverack, December 19th, 1776,

DEAR SIR: Tbe bearer hereof, Captain Barent Ten
Eyek, is on his way to.FisMcill, in order to solicit the in-
terest of the COlllmittee of Arrangement to be appointed
a Captain on the present establishment. In the year 1715
he was one of the Captains in the Seconu Regiment. At
the close of that year, he was continued a Captain by Gen-
eral ]}Iontgomery, in Canada. At Laprairie he behaved
with remarkable spirit, activity, and experience, particularly
in bringing up and directing the cannon against General
Carleton's attempt to land at that place. During the last
campaign he has acted as Lieutenant-Colonel to the drafts
of Militia out of the COllnties of Albany, Tryon, and Char-
lotte. His courage and experience cannot be doubted; but
I must leave it to the consideration of the Committee
whetber these Cjualifications will counterbalance the excep-
tions which lOU know have been made against bim. Con-
sidering the extensive influence of bis family and friends in
the County of Albany, I could wish him gratified in bis
request, particularly as he possesses two essential requisites
of a soldier; and his failings, with proper admonitions, might
be cured.

I bfg leave to recommend to you, Jeremiah C. ~~Iuller,
for an ensigncy in Colonel Van &haiek's battalion. He
is a young gentleman of this place, and has acted as First
Lieutenant in a Minute company. He has never been in
actual service, but I believe will make a good officer.

A few days ago I have had the misfortune, in walking
through some brush, to be poisoned by toucbing some wild
shumac, and my bands are in such a situation tbat it is with
the utrnost difficulty I bave been able to write this letter.

I should be extremely ha ppy if you would at times favour
me with a few lines upon such occurrences as you may
judge worthy of notice; and I remain, with the greatest
respect, your most obedient servant,

R YOBT. ATES.

To the Hon. James Duane, Esq., and the other members of
the Committee of Arrangement, Fishkill.

NEW-YORK CO;O;-VENTJON TO GENERAL GEORGE CLINTON.

Fishkill, 19th December, 1776.

SIR: Your favour of the 17tb instant being laid before
the Convention, I am directed to acquaint you that they
approve of the measures you have adopted, and of the
orders you have given to Colonel Allison for promoting the
utility and success of the expedition under your command.
They flatter themselves Ihat the valuable ends which were
proposed by this enterprise will be happily effectuated. Re-
lying on your zeal and abilities, they do not think it neces-
sary to give )'011 any directions in addition to those with
wbich you are furnisbed. A retreat to tbe passes of the
Highlands being secured, every thing else is left to your
prudence. An ex press is despatched to Colonel Allison
with your orders.

I am, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant.
By order.

Brigadier-General George CUnton.
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EXTRACT o~' A LETTER FRO)!: GOUVERNEUR MORRIS TO HIS

MOTHBH, DATED FISHKILl" DECEMBER 19TH, 11'76.

It is with inexpressible concern that I am this day in-
formed of the death of my sister. \Ve all sustain in her a
great loss; but you in particuJnr, who are thus bereCt oCthe
companion oCyour age, must feel it most severely. Would
to God it were in my power to alleviate the pangs of a sor-
rowin~ p~lrenL. But tbis is not my lot. 1\1y friend Wilkins
will, I am sure, on this occasion, do the duties of a child
and a friend. There is one Comforter, who weighs our
minutes and numbers out our days. It is He who has in-
flicted upon us the weight of publicI. and private calamities,
and He hest knows when to remove the burtben. I am
smry it is not iu my power to see you at present. I know
it is your wi"h that I were removed from publicI. affairs;
indeed, as far as relates to my own ease and enjoyments, I
wish so too. But I know it is the duty of every good citi-
zen or man to preserve that post in which, by a superiour
order, he is placed. Where the ha ppiness of a considerable
part of our fellow-creatures is del'ply concerned, we soon
feel the insignificancy of an individual. And whate\'er Jot
that individual shall experience, while a conscious rectitude
of conduct inspires and supports him, though he may be
unfortunate, he cannot be miserable.

What may be tbe event of the present war, it is not in
man to determine. Great revolutions of empire are seldom
acbieved without mnch hnman calamity; but the worst
which can happen, is to fall on tbe last bleak mountain of
America, and he wbo dies there, in defence of tbe injured
rigbts of mankind, is happier than his conqueror, more be-
lovtJd by mankind, more applauded by his own heart.

assistance from that quarter, and none from the Militia; nor
will any oC the men illiisted, or that still enay inli-t at Ticon-
deroga, be of any sen,jce, for the recruiting officl'rs are
obligl'd to promise them a month's furlough, whidJ I have
been under the necessity of countenancing, hy a ~eneral
order, to encourage the men to reengage. My \Vhole de-
pendence must therefore be on troops from tbe Easter~
States.

I was in hopes that experience would ha ve taught us not
to rJepend on the patriotism of our common mUl-tbey
left both armi,s last year at very critical moments, as soon
as tbe time for which they were engaged was expired-and
that measures would ba ve been taken in a more early day
for inlisting troops. I urged it warmly in August, and
pointed out a mode which would have succeeded in a very
great measure, before the periodical American distemper
took place. As soon as the first cold is felt: we are seized
with the home-sickness, and it increases with the severity of
tbe weaiher.

A Ithougb our chest is far from being well replenished,
yet I douut not we shall be able to discharge the bounties
due for such troops as may corne to this depaltment. I
bave already given \varrants for very considerable slims to
tbe Colouels of the ~Massachllsetts and Nfw-Ilampshire
regiments. If you think it necessary to have the money, I
will, whenever you request it, issue a warrant for tbe bounty
of one regiment, and if more can be spared, it shall be sent.

I am, sir, with great respect and esteem, your most obe-
dient, humble servant,

P SH. CHUYLER.
Hon. Jon'n Trumbull, Esq., &c.

J. TRUMBULL, JUN., TO GOVERNOUR TIlU~mULL.

Albany, 19th December, 17i6.

HONOUREDSIR: Yours per. Mr. Babcock, came to hand
last evening. The passing from here to Tyconderoga is so
exceeding difficuJt, (it being between ice and water,) that
Babcock is determined to return without attempting tbat
part of his route. I shall forward the letter to Major Sedg-
wick as soon as possible.

I fear also for the recruiting our Army; and it seems
General Howe is taking his opportunity, and pushing hard
at this critical juncture. The Army must be recruited, or
the cause (humanly speaking) is gone. What do the peo-
ple in Jfrsey mean? It seems their spirit falls prostrate
at the approach of danger. If the southern spirit does not
maintain itself with dignity, Philadelphia must falJ. I feel
for the poor fellows who are now exposed to tbe inclemency
of this season, with no otber covering than the beavens.
Recruiting, however, goes on \'ery well here. Those officers
in the Northern Army who knew tbeir appointment on the
new arrangement, and had recruiting orders, bave been sup-
plied with money here. Tbis has been the case with aJl
but Connecticut. That State, it seems, took no notice of
their officers this way, and neither sent them appointments
or orders, for whicb reason tbey could have no right to take
money, and did not apply. Our chest begins to run low;
it may, however, supply some yet, if the General gives
orders.

At present there is no danger at Ty and Independence; nor
will there be any till tbe lakes are taken with ice, which
will not be, according to tbeir common course, until the
middle of February, and then oftentimes not to he trusted
with loads till the latter end of tbat month. The enemy
may think of coming over the ice. To me it is only a may

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GOVERNOURTRUMBCLL.
be. We ought, however, by aJl means to provide against

Albany, December 19th, 1776. such an event. It seems the enemy are determined to push
SIR: !VI1'. Babcock delivered me your I:wour last niaht. hard. The reO"iments who are now there are such whose

I continue greatly distressed with the situation of our afE1irs times are the h~test expired-some of them not till April.
to the northward. Every letter from tbence advises me Before the expiration of tbeir times it is boped the new re-
that the troops will lea \'e it immediately after their term of cruits may be there. If the enemy do not come over the
in]ist~lent is ~xpir~d. .Between two and t.hree hundre? ice, they cannot be th:re till May. Our reports from the
recrmts are raIsed. III this. quarter for the regiments of this Southern Army are vanous, but all seem bad enough. The
State, but nor a smgle blanket, or substitute for one, is to last accounts that we credit leave General Flowe, with sev-
be had; and it will be impossible to sellll them across the enteen thousand, at Trenton, and General Washinrrton on
lakes without some kind of covering. Colonel Elmore with tbe other sham of the Delaware, with too smaJi a nl~lJber of
l~is corps occupies the fortresses and posts on the l}Clohawk's men, Philadelphia in consternation, the Army reinforcing
fiver, from whence I dare not move them. and determined to stand. What shelter can they ha ve ?

Co]oneITf'aI:ner has got .recruiting money, and his officers 'Vhat can support them in this inclement season, witbout
are employed 10 that service; but I do not expect much beds or covering? Providence is wise: it has its designs.

""

RESOLUTION OF NEW-YORK CONVENTION FOR A SECRET EX-
PEDITION.

Jt) Convention of the Representatives of the State of N ew.Y ork, l
December 19th, 1776. 5

Whereas the condition of the inhabitants of the County
of TVestchester, exposed to the ra vages of a cruel and mer-
ciless enemy, loudly calls for assistance and protection:
And whereas the main body of the enemy ha ve penetrated,

and are now employed in tbe western parts of the State of
New-Jersey; and the operations of the troops under the

command of Generals Heath and George Clinton, in Orange
and Bergen Counties, have diverted the enemy's forces,
wbich were Jeft at Fort Washington and New- York, to that
quarter; and it being therefore conceived that an expedition
into the County of Westchester and the Island of New- York
promises Sllccess, provided it can be conducted with secrecy,
vigolll', and despatch:

Resolved, thcrcfore, That General George Clinton, Gen-
eral &ott, 1\11'. Duer, Mr. JJIon"is, and Mr. Landon, be, and
they bereby are, authorized and directed to pursue all such
ways and means as to tbern shall appear proper and neces-
sary for carrying on snch expedition, barassing and destroy-
ing the enemy, and protecting the persons and property of
tbe good subjects of this State, and for securing the efrects
of all those who have fled to or joined the enemy. And
for the purpose aforesaid, to levy and draw out such parts of
the Militia of the Counties of Dutchess and Westchester as
they may think necessary, and also to apply to the com-
manding omcer of the Continental Army for the aid of
Continental troops and every other assistance which the said
Committee shall judge expedient.
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I wish the pf'ople would learn that wisdom, and suffer that
instruction which God intends. If I could see this to be
the case my tears would vanish; but we are as unteachable
as the Jf:WSof old; and until this temper is meliorized, our
distresses will continue. They will increase, our belp wiJl
be delayed. a that God would heal our sins and reconcile
Us to bis pleasure!

I am, witb all respect, honoured sir, your dutiful and af-
fectionate son,

J. TRIDIBULL,Jun.
P. S. In the appointment of Regimental Paymaster, I

cannot do justice to merit ,vithout mentioning J\Jr. Jonathan
Burrell, a young gentlema~ who sustains an excellent char-
acter for probity, integrity, and ability. He has been em-
ployed by my Assistant at Ty all the Jast season, and bas
approved himself to great acceptance. I wish he may be
provided for. It will suit him to be in some regiment likely
to serve in this department. He is nephew to Colonel
Burrell, and has indeed filled his station.

Hon. Go\'ernour Trumbull.

THADDEUS BURR TO GOVERNOUR TnUMBULL.
.

FairfieJd,19th December,1776.
SIR: Agreeable to the directions given by your Honour

and yoUt' Council of Safety, the Authority and Selectmen
of this town met, and made choice of the bearer hereof,
Mr. Isaac Burr, Lieutenant of the battery at Grover's Hill
Point; and be now waits upon your Honour for his com-
mission and directions. The Authority and Selectmen have
encouraged the officersand men that this State will furnish
them with fuel.

I am, with due respect, sir, your friend and humble servant,
THADDEUS BURR.

LIEUTENANT HURI.BUT TO COLONEL PARSONS.
New-London, December 19th, 1776.

SIR: At )'our desire we have sent you a copy of the
charter of our company,the most material rules and regu-
lations come into by said company, and OUl' proceedings
reJative to Captain Starr, viz:

.

At a General Assembly of the Colony of Connecticut, in
New-England, held at Hartford, on the second Thursday
of May, A. D. 1762: .

Upon the Memorial of Gordon SaltonstaTl, of New-Lon-
don, in the County of New-London, and others, inhabitants
of the said town of New-London, representing said to\vn of
New-London as being much exposed to the enemy in the
time of war; that for the attainment of military skill a num-
ber of the inhabitants of said town had voluntarily formed

themseh'es into an Artillery Company; that the First and
Second Companies in said town, out of which said ArtiIJery
Company is chiefly formed, are large enough for three com-
panies, and to divide said companies by certain Jines would
not so fully promote military skill as the memorialists pro-
pose: Praying that said Arti1lery Company be made and
established, according to the ,'egulations and articles of agree-
ment concluded upon by them and presented to this As-
sembly, into a separate and independent company:

It is enacted and ordl!red, That said Artillery Company
be established, to be, and it is hereby made, a separate inde-
pendent company, subjected to, and under the regulations of
the Third Regiment, as the other companies are by law;
and that said company dUl'ing their continuance, according
to the regulations and articles of agreement concluded by
them as aforesaid, shaH be, and they are hereby, exempted
from doing duty in other companies to which they beJonged
before their inlistment into said Artil1eryCompany, provided
that said inlistment shall not at any time exceed sixty-four
men, including officers; and that neither of said military
companies be reduced by such inlistment into said Artil1ery
Company to a less numbenhan sixty-four men, exclusive of
officers.

Copied by J. HALLAM, Clerk.
A true copy. Examined by GEORGE WYLLYS, Sec'y.

The most material articles, as follows:
That no person be admitted into said company but by

the major part of the votes of said company. That said
company have all officers proper and necessary for a Cap-
tain's company, and that the clerk be sworn according to

law. That said company meet annuaJly at such times and
placf1s as shall be hereafter agrl'ed upon. That the 6rst
:Monday in June, annually, be the day of election for offi-
cers, which officers shaJl continue for one ye3r. That such
other and furl her rpgulations as said company think pT'Oper
to be addt'd for the better attaining the aforesaid ends, shall
be made by the vote of the major part of said company.
Whereupon, in July, 176;2, roted, that fi)r the time to come
no member of the company be dismissed from said company,
,unless he apply to the commissioned officers at the head of
said company, and by a vote of the major part of said com-
pany.

Several unworthy members refusing to do duty in said
company, and likewise refusing to apply for dismission, and
poverty screening them fi'om the fines and forf.~itures, making
it impossible to coHect them, and not wantin<T the trouble of
thelll, and that the Militia might take charge"'of them; and
the former rules not giving us the power we wanted, we
voted to come into the foHowing regulation: "That for the
future this company have a right to dismiss any pprson {i'om
being a member of said company by a vote of the majority
of said company, and without their application."

We shalJ now proceed to state the matters relatincr to
Captain Starr. You may remember, on the 6rst :tppear;nce
of the fleet, you sent Captain Starr orders to caH his com-
pany together immediately, and in what order they were in,
and hold themselves in readiness to oppose the' enemy, if
(3S was then expected) they attempted to land, whicl) in
justice to Captain Starr we must say he complied with, and
dismissed us to appear at a moment's warnincr, (most of us
living in the street.) On a further alarm w; appeared, as
ordered, Lut Captain Starr being dilatory and backward in

taking charge of his company, a few of us undertook to t3lk
with him, when he declared his sentiments to be, what will
be hereafter shown you. Whereupon the comp3ny was
warned to appeal' a few days after to examine Capt3in Starr.
When met, Captain Starr being called upon, declared pub-
licldy, what he bef(He had done in private, viz: That he
never would take up arms in suppOl't of independency; that
at the time he was choosed, independency was not declared,
or he would not have accepted the office; that he thol/lTht
us aggrieved by the acts of Parliament, and would h~ve
fought in defence ?f o~r l!berties. To give you an account
of any more of hIs prmclples, and the long disputes they
consequently led us into, would be needless. Whereupon
the company, taking the matter into theirconsideratioll, were
unanimously of opinion, that Captain Starr, by his Jate con-
d~Jct and the confession ?f his principles this day, has made
hImself unwonhy of bemg a member of said company;
therefore voted, nemine contradicente, that Captain Starr be
immediately dismissed from said company.

Now, as it has been himed to us that there is a desicyn on
foot of disannulJing our charter, we must beg, if tbat T.sthe
cas~, to have 3n opportunity of defendincr o'Urselres as we
think we have in no one instance forfeit:d it, and w~ think
charters ought to be esteemed sacred unless forfeited by mis-
conduct.

We are, sir, in behalf of the company, yours,
. GEORGE B. HVRLBuT, Lieutenant.

SILM! CHURCH, Jun., Ensign.
Per order: J. HALLA~r, Clerk.

Colonel ltlarsf'd Parsons.

Worcester, Massachusetts, December 19, 1776.

By a gentleman of distinction who passed throl/lTh this
town last evening, we have the following articles or"inteJli-
gence, VIZ :

.Tha.t the Alfred man-of-war, with the sloop Providence,
S~I~ed from Rhode-Island, 2d December, ?n a pril'ate expe-
dItIOn. She took a valu<\ble merchant shIp from Lil,erpool
and a fine transport laden with clothincr for Canada off
L

.
b 0'oms ourfj,; she took also a snow Jaden with fish off Cape

North, and was then parted from the Providence in a light
gale of wind; the Alfred then proceeded off Canso and
?urnt a large transport with provisions that had .got ag;'ound
In that harbour; she then proceeded off Louzsbowg, and
took three ships that were then under convoy of the Flora
fi>igate; she also took a ship of ten guns from England for
llalifax. She now proceeded, with her prizes unrler convoy
to the westward, and being chased by a ]arge sbip on th~
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east side of 81. George's Bank, she sent her prizeS' ahe:ld,
and on the 9th December got clear of the enemy by carrymg
sail in a severe [Taleof wind, and arrived safe in lVantasket
Road on the 16th December, having on board no more than
two days' provision. She brought in one hundred and rifty
prisoners, and carried out only one hundred and forty men
when she left Rhode-Island. Among the prisoners are the
Chief Justice of the Province of Canada, a Lieutenant of
the Thirty~Third Regiment, and a Lieutenant of the Navy.

In the transport above-mentioned, bound for Canada,
were taken six thousand suits of clothes, with a great variety
of othet' articles well adapted to the demands of the Ameri-
can Army.

NATHANIE[, CARTER TO MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR.
Newburyport, December ]9, n76.

SIR : Yours of 3d came to hand 6th instant. The furs
requested were the same day inspected by a perso~ pro-
vided by Messrs. Jackson, Tracy 8r Tracy, and de\tvered
them, with a bill at the prices YOllproposed, viz: what they
gave for pat'cels they bought in Boston, copy of which will
be delivered you by my son, the bearet'. The amonnt
being £ 145 lis. Sil., you'll please to pay him, as I have
directed him to pay it to the State 'rreasurer. It's probable
it may in that way be easily negotiated.

This compliance was greatly repugnant to my views and
interest, but your reqnest in its connections has irresistible
considerations that could not be rejected.

I have fully noticed that you are now weIl convinced of
my strong attachment to my country in its present dis(3ute.

I am your humble servant,
N CATH. ARTER.

Hon. J. Warren, President of the Board of War.

Newburyport, Massachusetts, December ]9, 1776,

The truth of the following extraordinary affair may be
relied on, viz:

Captain Eda, with seventy men, who, about two months
since, left St. John's in order to take Fort Cumberland, seven
days after his departure, took a scouting party of twelve
men fi'om the fort, who have some time since arrived in this
place. Five days after taking the aforesaid party, as they
were lying in ambus~ near the fort, they discovered a frigate
and a sloop, both which went up as far as the fort, and the
fri[Tate, leaving the sloop behind, departed. About forty-
ei;ht hours after, in the night, seventeen of Captain Eda's
m~n determined to take the sloop; they accordingly went
and boarded her. A Sergeant on board, whq was made
acquainted with the affair by the watch, ordered them to
fire; but upon being told by Captain Edit's men, if they did
they should all be put to the sword, they thought proper to
desist, and accordingly resigned themselves and vessel (the
cargo of which was valued at Halifax at five thousand
pounds sterling) into the hands of the brave Americans.
The next morning, the Captain of the aforesaid sloop, a
Doctor and Chaplain, (not knowing what had happened,)
came on board, and, in a short time after, fifteen men in a
)7awl, in order to unload the vessel, then seven in a two-mast
boat, all which are taken proper care of, and are, together
with the sloop, which is laden with beef, pork, Aour, peas,
candles, blankets, iron, steel, nails, &c., &c., &c" brought
into a safe port.

It is supposed that by this time Ca ptain Eda, with the
remainder of his men, is in possession of If'ort Cumberland.

MESHECH WEARF. TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.
State of New-Hampshire, Exeter, December ]9, 1776.

SIR: I received your letter of the 13th instant, and laid
the same before our General Assembly at their first meeting
this day; in consequence of which, a Committee is appointed
to repair immediately to Providence, and there to act in con-
jnnction with the Committees from the other .New-England
States, on such matters as may be by them thought neces-
sary for the defence of your State.

I am, sir, with all due respect, yoUI' \tumble servant,
M. WEARE, President.

Governour Cooke.

ENGT.ISH ORDER TN COUNCIL.

At the Court at ,""t. James's, the 20tb day of Uecember,
17i6: Present, the King's Most Excellent Majesty in Coun-
cil.

Wbereas his.Majrsty was graciously pleased, by his Royal
Proclamation, beming date the twenty-fifth day of October
last to promise and declare that the bounties of five pounds
for ~very able seaman, and of t\\O pounds ten shil1ing's for
every ordinary seaman fit for his Majesty's service, should
be paid in the manner therehy directed, to c\'PI'y such able
and ordinal'y seaman, not above the age of fifty, nor under
the age of eighteen years, who should, on or before the
thirty-first of December then fol1,owing, enter themselves to
serve in his Majesty's Royal Navy, either with the Captains
or Lieutenants of his Majesty's ships, or the chief o!ncers
on board sucb tenders as should be employed for raising
men for the service of the Royal Navy: And whereas his
Majesty was likewi~e pleased, by !Jis Royal Proclamati?n
bearing date the eJghth day of lV(}vcmber last, to promise
and declare that a reward of two pounds fOt,every able, and
thirty shillings for every ordinary seaman, should be paid in
tbe manner thereby directed, to any person who should dis-
cover any seaman or seamen who might secrete themsel VI'S,
tbat so such seaman 01' seamen should be taken for his
Majesty's said s:~vice by any of his Majesty'~ sea, officers
employed for ralsmg men on or before tbe said tl!lrty-~rst
day of this instant, December: And whereas the ~Ime lim-
ited bv the said proclamations for payment of the said bounty
and r~wards is near expiring, and it being judged expedient
for his 'Majesty's service that the said bounties and rewards
should be continued to be paid for some time longer, his
Majesty, witb the advice of bis Privy Council, doth there-
fore order, and it is hereby accordingly ordered, that the
time limited for payment of the said bounties and rewards
be prolonged and extended from the ~aid thirty-first day of
this instant, December, to tbe twentY-elgbth day of February
next inclusive. Whereof all persons concerned are to take
notice, and govern themselves accordingly.

STEPH. COTTRELL.

SAMUEL CURWEN TO GEORGE RUSSELL.

Exeter, England, December 20, 1776,

DEAR Sm: I have delayed answerinJ!: you till this time,
from an hourly expectation of hearing some important ad-
vices f!'OmNew- York; but in tbis I have been hitherto
mistaken, the season having too far advanced to expect
any military achievements by tbe Britis? forces, and the
Americans, you know, have formed no aclIve plan of opera-
tion by land, conrining their views of activity to the ~eprc-
datory naval department. As to a treaty, 1 am wltbout
the smal1est hopes of its taking place at present; the Amer-
icans do not despair of maintaining theil' independence, and
the Court, I am told, bas not given up its view of laying
America at its feet, for such is and has been tbe Court ]an-
guaD'e and the intention to force her to submit to the uncon-o ,
ditional autbority of Par]iament; however, should General
Washino.ton be beaten out of his intrenchments, it would be
but oneb advantage out of a score that must be gained to
make them" lower their top-sails." The Americans are
not without resources, whatever may be thought on that
subject in England. ..

AmonD' others, France and Spam are no Idle lookers-on;
resentme~t as well as politieal reasons inAuence them to
keep the trammels on the ,neck of our Cour~, ~vhich shaH
effectually humble the pnde of Great Bntaw, perbaps
destroy her independence, or at best reduce her to a state
of as little importance in the grand political balance as Por-
tuO"alor Genoa now does; and that is the general opinion
he~'e, whatever may be the opinion elsewhere. As t? the
objects of the impolicy of our Court, we know fI'.om11I5,tol'Y
that state,men, to gain a present purpose, sometJmes disre-
gard the true interests and honour of the nation and aH
distant consequences. The King of Spain is England's
avowed enemy; the Court owes this country a grudge for
her success against her commerce and garrisons last war;
nor does France lov'e her belter; and ever since her open
opposition to the ambitious vi~ws of that. Court ill tl!e be-
ginning of Louis XI V th's ~e,lgn, who aimed, at u~))versa I
empire, has looked on her I'Ismg grealness with a .Jealous,
not to say envious eye. It is no proof of want of bravery



1307 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., DECEMBER, 1776. 1308

in the Americans not to face the regu]ars; many good rea-
sons may be assigned to justify their conduct; and though it
be the ground of much reproach here, I see in it the effect
of sound judgment-that lillIe dependence can be placed
on newly-raised troops is well known the worJd over. On
account of tbe an)azing expense with which Great Britain
carries on a land war in America, unless she can command
the troops of Europe and tbe wealth of tbe Indies, men and
money must in a few campaigns be wanting. 'Vith regard to
the insidious offers marlc to America, as the warm partisans
against the Court call tbelll, I pretend not to such acquaint-
ance with Court measures to determine about it; if they be
so, the greater is the pity. They may, however, if that
should be the case, be talwn in the snares laid for otbers ;
and if good be derived from evil, tbanks to an over-ruling
Providence, wbo sometinlP.s makes itself subservient to tbe
happiness of society. Tbat more treasure must be con-
sumed and more blood spilled before tbis impolitick, destruc-
tive, and fatal war is ended, will, I trust, not prove a
melancholy truth.

The accounts of the burning of the city of New- York in
the Gazette, are full, explicit, and intelligible; more than
one fourth is destroyed, beginning at tbe fort and all along
the Broadway, taking in the College, &c.; and that it was
fired by some Northern man is llndoubtf'd. A Mr. Smith,
son of a clergyman of Weymouth, in JJlassachusetts-Bay,
whom and whose family I knew very we\1, was concerned,
taken, and I believe executed on due proof.

I remain, truly yours, S. CURWEN.

To Mr. George Russell, at JJIoseley Walce Green, near
Birmingham.

THOMAS JOHNSON, JUN., TO MARVLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.
Frederiek-Town, 20th Deeember, 1776,

GENTTJEMEN: Some time ago the Committee of this County
formed James Wells, rVilliam Reggles, Henry Stevenson, Lu-
cian Merediths, Henry Butler, Basil Dorsey, rVilliam Bres-
sledan, and David ft'loore's companies into a baltalion, and
recommended Upton Shcredine Colone], DalJid Steine;
Lieutenant-CoJonel, David Moore 1st Major, Ephraim
Howard 2d Major, and Charles Warfield Quartermaster.
It is said here that the recommendation was sent to the
CounciJ of Safety, and is lost. Afterwards, as it is said,
and on the countenance of some of the Committee, and
after a very general agreement on time and place, and two
or tbree weeks intervening, (most of the officers and some
of the men, though from what I understand not a majority
of the privates,) met and voted for Field Officers to be
recommended, who were recommended according to the
vote: James Wells Colonel, David Moore Lieutenant-
Colonel, Ephraim Howard 1st Major, Joseph Wells 2d
Major, anll Henry Stevenson Quartermaster. This recom-
mendation was forwarded to Mr. Sheredine, in the time of
tbe last Convention, but he says on receiving a letter from
Captain ltloore, who was present and did not vote, suggest-
ing the election was not fair, he did not get any Ot'der for
the commissions. I see J1'either set of Field Officers will
entirely please the battalion, and yet if Field Officers are
not appointed to that battalion, 1 fear little may be ex-
pected from it. I wisb, therefore, commissions were imme-
diately sent me. William Wincltester is First Lieutenant
of James Wells's company. Ephraim Howard is First and
Upton Sheredine Second Lieutenants, of Dw:id ft'Ioore's
company. Charles Stevenson is First Lieutenant of Henry
Stevenson's company. David Steiner is an infirm man,
and tbou~h enrolled, never musters, so that there can be no
use in ap-pointing him a Field Officer.

I am told that Field Officers were some time aO"orecom-
mended fOI' the upper battalion of a11, Lemuel' Barnett
Colonel. The rest 1 either did not hear, or have for,rot'
but 1 understand the commissions ba ve not come up. '" If
the recommendation is before you and not very exception-
able, 1 would wish the commissions were sent up. ~What
few people may on any occasion be got from dlat quarter,
will tell for so many at least.

2:Jd.-I have had no opportunity of sending the above
away. This afternoon tbe Committee. received money
froin tbe Congress.. None have yet marched, but are very
busy in preparing. If you can possibly supply shoes,
stoekings, tents, or blankets, especially the last, it may

save a,good many poor fellows. If you can spare any,
do hurry them to this place or Taney-Town, and advise us
of it.

I took the freedom to mention my sentiment, that if
General Beall's commission had not expired, it would not
do to give him the command of the Militia. The prejudice
is so strong against him, that lIlany of the officers say they
will not go under him. As I bear this sentiment so general
I think it my duty to mention it to you. 1 wish to be
ascertained whether I am to go or not. I am Iwartily will-
ing to exert myself in the military line, if you think it may
possibly gain to the service.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
TH. JOHNSON, Jun.

Tbe honourable Council of Safety of Maryland.

BENJAMIY RUSH TO RICHARD HENRY LEE.

Philadelphia, Deeember 20, 1776, ~

My DEARSIR: An officer, (a German by birth,) who has
served in Russia and Hanover severa] campaigns, caJled
upon me a few hours ago, and after producing certificates,
&c., that he now holds a Captain's commission under the
Empress of Russia, gave me the following information in
confidence. He says that he is personally acquainted with
many of the Hessian officers and privates now in Howe's
Army; that, as they serve for pay only, he thinks tbe bounty,
pay, and clothing offered by Congress, so much above wbat
tbey now enjoy, that if they were prope..Jy tendered to them
they would serve os with more cheerfulness than the King
of Great Britain. He offers to go in person into Howe's
Army, at tbe ri~k of his life, and is sanguine enough to think
he could immediateJy bring off two hundred recmits with
him. He demands Continental money ol1lyto pay the
bounties; if he fails, he will return the money; he very
justly objected to taking gold or silver, as it might be useful
to them in Ilowe's camp. I submit tbese hints to YOllr
consideration. I am bound to inform you, that the Captain
(who, from bis certificates, is a Baron) appears very modest,
and possesses the manners and address of a gentJeman. He
added, in the course of our conversation, that we had many
warm friemls in Russia, and that a majority of that nation
expressed a dislike at the thoughts of being employed to
fight against us. He thinks there is no probability of any
troops being procured from that quarter next summer. If
you think the above scheme practicable, please mention it
in Congress. I am at a loss what to advise in the affair;
at any rate, communicate your opinion, or the determination
of Congress, to Mr. PILilip Bochm, in Philadelphia, who
will communicate it to the Baron. If he is encouraged, he
will wait upon Congress, and receive his instructions from
them.

Weare much blamed by the Whigs, and ridiculed by
the Tories, for leaving Philadelphia so suddenly. All the
back Counties near Philadelpltia are in motion. Several
hundreds of the Militia join General Washington daily; I
refer you to Mr. Samuel Purviance for particulars. I have
a thousand things to say to you. Vigollr, firmness, alld
decisive measures, are more necessary tban ever. Dispute
less, and do more, in Congress, or we are undone. Com-
pliments to your brotber, and tbe wortby members of the
weekly club. I am on my way to Bristol, beinu sum-
moned to attend the Philadelphia Militia for a few w"eeks.

Yours sincerel y, B RENJAMIN USH.

P. S. I need not suggest the necessity of secrecy, if the
Baron's scheme is adopted.

PENYSYLV ANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO THE PRESIDENT OF

CONGRESS.

[Read Deeember 24.}

In Couneil of Safety, Philadelphia, Deeember 20th, 1776.

SIR: The Council of Safety is under an absolute neces-
sity of expending large sums of mom>y daily, 01' of totally
deserting tbe publick cause. The demand of the Militia
now arriving in considerable numbers; the recruitinu ser-
vice, whicb goes on successfully; tbe purchasing of cl~thing
for tbe troops, and many other unavoidable expenses
arising from the exigencies of ollr affairs, ha\'e nearly ex~
hausled ollr Treasury, and we have no resource but a loan
from Congress. We therefore most earnestly entreat you
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to apply to that honourable body fiJr t\\'o hundred thou-
sand dollars, to be immediately transmitted to us by the
bearer, Captain Ca,ydrop, who we send to conduclthem up.
\Ve are infimned by MI'. Eswick, \V agonmastel', that several.
Continental wa"ons are at Baltimore. \\' e therefi)l'e re-
quest you will °please to order one of them for the pmpose
of conveying the money, and afford Captain Casdmp a
guarrl of men 10 protect it.

By order of Council. I ha ve the honoUl' to be, with the
greatest respect, sir, your obedient servant,

THOS. WHARTON,Jun., President.
The sick of the Continental Army has greatly increased

the business and the necessity of money, which this Board
complains of.

To the Hon. Joltn Hancock, Esq., President of Congress.

ADDRESS OF MEETING OF SUFFERINGS OF THE QUAKERS.

To our Friends and Bretltren in rel(!jiou.~ profession, in
these and the adjacent Provinces.

DEARLY BELOVED FRIENDS AND BRETHREN: Our minds
being renewedly impressed with a fervent religious concern
for your spiritual welfare, and preservation in the lo\'e and
fello\Vship of the Gospel of oui' Lon! Jesus Christ, the Prince
of Peace, by the constrainings of his love, we are engaged to
salute you in this time of deep exercise, affliction, and diffi-
culty; earnestly desiring that we may, by steady circumspec-

tion and care in every part of our conduct and conversation,
evidence that under the close trials which are and may be
permitted to attend us, our faith and reliance is fixed on Him
alone fi)r proteclion :md deliverance, remembering His gra-
cious pl'Omise to his faithful followers, "Lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world."-( Matt. xxviii, 20.)

And" as it became him for whom are all things, and by
whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to
make the Captain of their sal vation perfect thl'Ough suffer-
ings," (Heb. ii, 10,) let us not be dismayed, if we are now
led in the same path.

As we keep in the Lord's power and peaceable truth,
which is over all, and therein seek the good of all, neither
outward sufferings, persecutions, nor any outward thing that
is below, will hinder or break our heavenly fellowship in the
light and spirit ofChrist.-(G. Fox's Epistle, 1685.)

Thus we may, with Christian fortitUde and firmness,
withstand and refuse to submit to the arbitrary injunctions
and ordinances of men, who assume to themselves tbe power
of com peJling others, either in person or by other assistance,
to join in carrying on war, and in prescribing modes of de-
termining concerning our religious principles, by im posing
tests not warranted by the precepts of Christ, or the laws of
the happy Constitution under which we and others long en-
joyed tra,nquil1ity and peace.

We, therefore, in the aboundings of that love which wish-
eth the spiritual and temporal prosperity of all men, exhort,
admonish, and caution,. all who make religious profession
with us, and especially our beloved youth, to stand fast in
that liberty wherewith, thl'Ough the mani{(Jld sufferings of
our predecessors, we have been favoured, and steadily to
bear our testimony against every attempt to deprive us of it.

And, dear friends, you who have known the truth, and
the powerful operations thereof in your minds, adhere faith-
ful1y thereto, and by your good examples and stability,
labour to strengthen the weak, confirm the wavering, and
warn and caution the unwary against being beguiled by the
snares of the adversaries of truth and righteousness. Let
not the fear of suffering, either in person or property, prevail
on any to join with or promote any work or preparation for
war.

Our profession and principles are founrled on that spirit
which is contrary to, and will in time put an end to all wars,
and bring in everlasting righteousness; and by our constantly
abiding under tlie direction and instruction of that spirit, we
may be endued with that" wisdom from above, which is
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, aud easy to be entreated,
full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality~ and without

hypocrisy."-(James iii, 17.) That this may be our happy
experience is our fen'ent desire and prayer.

Signed, in and on behalf of the meetin<T for Sufferinl1s
held in Philadelphia, for Pellnsylv~nia and Ne~-
Jersey, the 20th day of the 12th month, 1776.

JOHN PEMBERTON,Clerk.

PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF f:AFETY TO GENERAL WASHING-
TON.

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, December 20,1776.

SIR: TIle pressing necessities of our troops induce the
Council to send Iwrsons round the city of Philadelphia to
demand blankets and stockings for their use, with authority
to take them when refusf'd, paying a reasonable price for
the same. Should your Excellency approve of the measul'f',
we would recommend it to you to send out detachments
through the Counties of Bucks and Philadelphia, and take
blankets, stockings, and such otber necessaries as tbe inhab-
itants can spare, on the same tenns. By these means many
articles of immediate necessity ,may doubtless be procured
in the neighbomhood of the Army, without distressing the
inhabitants in the least.

The Militia comes in very fast, and tbe Council find it
difficult to find them in arms. We would be glad to know
whether there are any at camp which they can be furnished
with.

We have the pleasure to inform your Excellency that a
sloop is arrived at Chester, with upwards of nine hundred
stand or arms, and a large quantity of blankets and other
woolens, on account of Congress. We shall apply to the
Committee of Congress in this city to have the clothing for-
warded to Head-Quarters immediately.

At the request of Congress for a number of wagons to .

remove the publick stores, and at a time when the inhabit-
anlS of the city were distressed for the want of means to
remove their families, this Board gave a general invitation
fOl'wagons to come in from the country; in consequence
whereof many more attend at present than can be immedi-
ately employed. Your Excellency will be pleased to let
us know whether wagons are wanter! for the use of tbe
Army at prespnt, and what number, that so many may be
retained as are necessary, and the rest discbarged.

By order of the Council. I have tbe honour to be, with
the greatest respect, your Exce!lency's most obedient servant,

OWEN BIDDLE, Chm:rman.

To his Excellency General T¥asltingtoll.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 26th.]

Camp above Trenton Fans, December 20th, 1776.

SIR: I have waited with much impatience to.know the
determinations of Congress on the propositions lliade some
time in October last, for augmenting our corps of Artillery
and establishing a corps of Engineers. Tbe time is now
come when tbe first cannot be delayed without tbe greatest
injury to the safety of these States, and therefore, under the
resolution of Congress, bearing date the 12th instant, at the
repeated instance of Colonel Knox, and by the pressing ad-
vice of all the General Officers now here, I have ventured
to order three battalions of Artillery to be immediately re-
cruited. Tbese are two less than Colonel Knox recommends,
as you will see by his plan enclosed; but then this scheme
comprehends all tbe United States, whereas some of the
States have a corps already established, and these three bat-
talions are indispensably necessary for t]]e operations in this
quarter, including the Northern Department.

The pay of our Artillerists bearing no proportion with
that in the En!!lish 01' French service, the murmul'ings and
dissatisfaction thereby occasioned, and the absolute irnpos-
sibility, as I am lold, of getting them upon tbe old terms, and
the unavoidable nt'cessity of obtaining them at all events,
have induced me (also by advice) to promise officers and
men that their pay should be augmented twenty-five per
cent., or that tlwir engagements shall become null and void.
This may a ppear to Congress premature and unwarrantable;
but, sir, if tbey view our situation in the light it strikes their
.officers, they will be eon\'inced of the utility of the measure,

and that tbe execution could not be delayed till aftt'r their
meeting at Baltimore. In short, the present exigency of
our affairs will not admit of delay, either in councilor the
field; for well convinced I am, that if the enemy go into
quarters at all, it will be for a short season; but I rather
think the design of General Howe is to possess himself of
Philadelphia this winter if possible, and in truth, I do not
see what is to prevent him, as ten days more will pllt an end
to the existence of our Army. That one great point is to
keep us as much harassed as possible, with a view to injure
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the recruiting service, and hinder a collection of stores and
other n!'cessaries for the next campaign, I am as dear in as
I am of my existence. If, therefore, we have to provide in
this short interval, and make theae great and arduous prep-
arations, every matter that in its nature is self-evident is to
be referred to Congress, at the distance of one hundred and
thirty or forty miles, so much time must necessarily elapse
as to defeat the end in view.

It may be said that this is an application for powers that
are too dangerous to be entrusted. I can only add, that
desperate diseases require desperate remedies; and with truth
declare, that I have no lust after power, but wish with as
much fervency as any man upon this wide-extended Con-
tinent for an opportunity of turning the sword into a plough-
share; but my feelings as an offict>r and a m<ln h<lve been
such as to force me to S<lY,tlmt no person ever had a greater
choice of difficulties to contend with than I have. It is
needless to add, tlwt short inlistments, and a mistaken de-
pendence upon Militia, have been the origin of all our mis-
fortunes, and the great acculllulation of our debt.

We find, sir, that the enemy are daily gathering strength
from the disaffected. This streugth, like a snow-baJI by
rolling, will increase, unless some means can be devised to
check effectually tile progress of the enemy's arms. Militia
may possibly do, it for a little while; but in a little while
a1so, the Militia of those States which have been £'equently
called upon, will not tUI'Oout at all; or if they do, it will be
with so much reluctance and sloth as to amount to the same
tbing. Instance New-Jersey; witness Pennsylvania. Could
any thing but the river Delaware have saved Philadelphia?
Can any thing (the exigency of the case, indeed, may jus-
tify it) be more destructive to the recruiting service than
giving ten dollars bounty for six weeks' service of the Mi.
litia, who come in, you cannot tell how, go, you cannot
tell when, and act, you cannot tell where, consume your
provisions, exhaust your stores, and leave you at last at a
critical moment?

These, sir, are the men I am to depend upon ten days
hence; this is the basis ,on which your cause will and must
forever depend, till you get a large standing army sufficient
of itself to oppose the enemy. I therefore beg leave to give
it as my humble opinion, the eighty-eight battalions are by
no means equal to the opposition you are to make, and that
a moment's time is not to be lost in raising a greater num-
ber, not Jess, in my opinion, and the opiuion of my officers,
than one' hundred and ten. It may be urged, that it will
be found difficult enuugh to comp]ete the first number.
This may be true, and yet the officers of one hundred and ten
battalions will recruit many more men than those of eighty-
eight. In my judgment, this is not a time to stand upon ex-
pense; our funds are [liot] the only objects of consideration.
Tbe State of New- York have added one (I wish they had
made it two) battalions to tbeir quota. If any good officers
offer to raise men upon Continental pay and establishment
in tbis quarter, I shall encourage them to do so, and regi-
ment them wben they have done it. If Congress disapprove
of the proceeding, they will please to signify it, as I mean it
for the best.

It may be thought I am going a good deal out of the line
of my duty to adopt these measures, or to advise thus freely.
A character to lose, an estate to forfeit, tbe inestimable
blessing of liberty at stake, and a life devoted, must be my
excuse.

I ha\'e hear'd nothing of the Light-Horse from Virginia,
nor the regiment from the Eastern Shore. I wish to know
what troops are to act in the different departments, and to
have those from the southward designed for this place or-
dered on as fast as they shall be raised. The route should
be pointed out by which they are to march; assistant Com-
missaries and Quartermasters upon the communication to
supply their wants; the first or second officer of each bat':'
talion to forward tbem, and the other to come on, receive,
and form them at their place of destination. Unless tbis is
immediately set about, the campaign, if it sbould be closed,
will be opened in tbe spring, before we have any men in
tbe field. Every exertion should be used to procure tents.
A Clotbier-General sbould be appointed without Joss of time
for supplying the Army with every article in that way; he
should be a man of business and abilities. A Commissary
of Prisoners must be appointed to attend the Army j for
want of an officer of t/Jis kind, the exchange of prisoners has

been conducted in a most shameful and injurious manner,
We have had tbem from all quarters pushed into our ca.mps
at the most critical junctures, aod witbout tbe least previous
notice. We have had them traveling through tbe different
States, in all directions, by certificates from Committees,
without any kind of control; and bave had instances of some
going into the enemy's camp without my privity or knowl~
edge, after passing in the manner before mentioned. There
may be other officers necessary, which I don't recoJlect at
this time, and which, when thought of, must be provided;
for this, sir, you may rely on, that the commanding officer,
under the present establishment, is obliged to attend to the
business of so many different deparlments, as to render it
impossible to conduct that of his own with the attention
necessary; than which nothing can be more injurious.

In a former letter I intimated my opinion of the necessity
ofhavirJ!' a BriO'<ldierfor every three regiments, and a Major-
Generat"'to eve7-y three brigades, at most. I think no time
is to be lost in making the appointments, that tbe armnge-
ments may be consequent. This will not only aid the
recruiting service, but will be the readiest means of filrming
and disciplining the Army afterwards, which in the short
time we have to do it is of amazing consequence. I have
laboured, ever since I have been in the service, to discourage
all kinds of ]ocal attachments and distinctions of country, de-
nominating the whole by the greater name of American; but
I found it impossible to overcome prejudices; and under the
new establishment, I conceive it best to stir up an emulation;
in order to do which, would it not be better for each State
to fumish, though not to appoint, their own Brigadiers?
This, if known to be part of the establisbment, might pre-
vent a good deal of contention and jea]ousy; and would, I
believe, be the means of promotions going forward witb more
satisfaction, and quiet the higher ofhcers.

WhiJst 1 am speaking of promotions, [ cannot help giving
it as my opinion, that, if Congress thinks proper to confirm
what I have done with respect to the corps of Artillery, tbat
C010nel Knox, at present at the head of that department,
(but who, without promotion, will resign,) ought to be ap-
pointed to the command of it, with the rank and pay of
llriO'adier. I have also to mention, that for want of some
estililishment in the department of Engineers, agreeable to
the pl<ln laid before Congress in October last, Colonel Put-
nam, who was at the head of it, has quitted, and taken a
regiment in the State of ~Massachusetts. I know of no other
man tolerably wellquali6ed for the conducting of that busi-
ness. None of tbe French. gentlemen, whom I have seen
with appointments in that way, appeal' to me to know any
thing of the matter. There is one in Philadelphia, who,
I am told, is clever; but him I have never seen. 1 must
also once more beg leave to mention to Congress the expe-
diency of letting promotions be in a regimental li~e. The
,vant of this has already driven some of the best officers
that were in yoUl' Army, out of the service. From repeated
and strict inquiry, 1 am convinced ,you can adopt no mode
of promotion tbat will be better received, or that will give
more genera] satisfaction. I wisb, therefore, to have it an-
nounced.

The casting of cannon is a matter that ollght not to be
one moment delayed; and, therefore, I sha]] send Colonel
Knox to put this in a train, as also to have travelling-car-
riages and shot provided. Elaboratories to be established, one
in Hartford, and another in York. Magazinesof provisions
should also be laid in. These I sha]] fix with the Commis-
sary. As our great loss last year pl'Oceeded from a want of
teams, 1 shall direct the Quartermaster-General to furnish ~
certain number to each regiment to answer the common
purposes thereof, that the Army may be enabled to remove
from place to place differently from what we have done, or
could do, tbis campaign. Ammunition carts, and proper
carts for intrenching tools, should also be pl'Ovided j and I
shall direct about them accordingly. Above a]], a store of
small-arms should be provided, or men wi]] be of liu)e use.
The consumption and waste of these, this year, have been
great; Militia, Flying-Camp men, &c., coming in witbout,
were obliged to be furnished, or become useless. Many of
tbese threw their arms away, some lost them, whilst otbers
deserted, and took them away. In a word, although I used
every precaution to presen'e them, the loss has been great;
and this will forever be the case, in such a mixed and irreg-
ular army as ours has been.
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If no part of the troops already embarked at New-York
has appeared in Virginia, their destination doubtless must
be to some other quarter; and that State must, I should
think, be freed from any invasion, if Genera] Howe can be
effectually opposed in this. I therefore enclose a memo-
randum, given me by Brigadier Stephen, of Virginia, which
Congress will please to adopt in the whole, in part, or reject,
as may be consistent with their plans and intelligence.

That division of the Army late under the command of
General Lee, now General Sullivan, is just upon the point
of joining us. A strange kind of fatality has attended it.
They had orders on tbe 17th of November to join, now more
tban a montb. General Gates, witb four Eastern regiments,
are also near at hand; tbree otbers from those States were
coming on, by bis order, by the way of Peekskill, ~nd bad
joined General Heath, wbom I bad ordered on with Par-
sons's brigade, to join me, lea ving Clinton's brigade, ,an~ some
Militia that were at forts LUontgomeryand COllstztutzon,to
guard tbose important passes of tbe Higblands. But tbe
Convention of the State of New- York, seeming to be much
alarmed at Heath's coming away, a fleet appearing off New-
London, and some part of the enemy's troops retiring to-
wards Brunswick, induced me to countermand the order for
the march of Parsons's brigade, and to direct tbe tbree regi-
ments from Ticonderoga to halt at Morristown, in Jersey,
(where I understand about eight hundred Militia had col-
lected,) in order to inspirit the inhabitants, and, as far as
possible, cover that part of the country. I shall send Ge~-
eral1Uaxweil this day to take the command of them, and If
to be done, to harass and annoy the enemy in their quar-
ters, and cut off their convoys. The care and vigilance
which were used in securing the boats on this river has hith-
erto batHed every attempt of the enemy to cross.;. but, fr?m
concnrring reports and appearances, they are waltmg for Ice
to affor(.i them a passage.

Since writing the foregoing, I have received a letter from
Governour Cooke, of Rhode-lsland, of which the enclosed
is a copy. Previous to this, and immediately upon the first
intelligence obtained of a fleet's going through the Sound, I
despatched orders to Generals Spencer and Arnold to pro-
ceed without the least delay to tbe eastward. The first, I
presume, is gone; the latter, not getting my letfer tiJl he
came to a place called Easton, was, by advice of General
Gates, who also met my letter at the same place, induced
to come on hither before he proceeded to the eastward.
Most of our Bricradiet's are laid up. Not one has come on
with the divisio; under General Sullivan, but are left sick
at different places on the road.

By accounts from the eastward, a large body of men had
assembled in Rhode-Island from the States of Massachusetts
and Connecticut. I presume (but I have no advice of it)
that tbe Militia ordered from the first to rendezvous at Dan-
bury, six tbousand in number, under the command o.fMajor-
Genera] Lincoln, for supplying the place of tbe disbanded
men of tbat State in tbe Continental Army, will now be or-
dered to Rhode-Island. In speaking of General Lincoln,
I should not do him justice were I not to add, that he.is a
gentleman well worthy of notice in the military line. He
commanded the Militia from "frlassachusetts last summer, or
fall rather, and much to my satisf.:1ction, hav'ing proved him-
self. on alJ occasions, an active, spirited, sensible man. I
do ~ot knQWwhetlwr it is his wish to remain in the military
line or whether, if he should, any thing under the rank he
no~ holds in the State he comes from would satisfy him.
How far an appointment of this kind might offend the Con-
tinental Brigadiers, I cannot undertake to say; many there
are over whom he ouO"htnot to be placed, but I know of no
way to discriminate. '" Brigadier Read, of New-IIwnpshire,
does not, I presume, mean to contil.JUe in service. He
ought not, as I am told, by the seventy of the smaJl-pox,
he is become both blind and deaf.

I have tbe bonour to be, with great respect, sir, your
most obedient servant,

Go. WASHINGTON.

P. S. Generals Gates and Sullivan have this instant come
in. By them I learn ~hat few o~ no men are recrui~ed out
of the regiments commg on WIth them. There IS very
little reason to expect that these regiments will be prevaileg
upon to continue after their term of service expires. If
1\'1ilitia then do not come in, the consequences are but too
evident.

FIFTH SERIES.- V OT..III.

A Plan for the establishment of a Continental Artillery,
Magazines, Laboratories, Sfc.

In the modern mode of carrying on a war, there is noth.
in" which contributes more to make an army victorious than
a ~eJl-regulated and well-disciplined Artillery, provi?ed with
a sufficiency of cannon and stores. The battles wlll?b have
lately been fought in Europe have, generally, been with can-
non; and that army which has had the most numerous and
best-appointed artillery has commonly been victorious.

The experience of this campaign sbows how much the
enemy depend upon the sup~riority of. their art.illery. They
scarcely or ever detach a smgle regIment without two or
three field pieces. The regulations of their artillery are
founded upon the most convincing experience of their utility,
and we shall have no reason to blush by imitating them in
those particulars.

Considering the exigencies of an active and exten~i\'e
campaign, and the common accidents of war, the estabhsh-
ment here proposed wilJ not be superiour, if equal, to the
service. The genius, industry, aud care requisite in the
preparation of alJ kinds of military stores, and the manage-
ment of cannon, render it necessary that the best men should
be employed in this service; and as the generally detached
state of the artillery subjects them to much greater expense
than if they were together, their pay ought to be twenty-five
per cent. more than the marching regiments. In the British
and French service it is double.

It will be necessary to have five Battalions; each Battal-
ion to consist of one Colonel, one Lieutenant-Colonel, one
Major, and twelve Companies; each Company one Captain,
one Captain-Lieutenant, four Lieutenants, six Sergeants,
six Corporals, six Gunners, SIJt Bombardiers, and twenty-.
eight Matrosses.

"That after the appointment of the officers, they be per-
mitted to recruit in any of the United States of America.

One Commissary of Military Stores, and as many Deputy
Commissaries and Conductors. as the nature of the service
may require, and the Commander-in-Chief thinks neces-
sary.

That a company of Artificers be with the Artillery in the
fidd, for various contingent services.

It will be necessary to have magazines and laboratories,
for the reception and preparation of military stores of every
species, formed at Hartford, in Connecticut, and York, in
Pennsylvania; and that to each laboratory, besides the per-
sons that are to prepare the stores, there be a sufficient
number of able artificers to make ammunition-wagons, tum-
brils, spare carriages for cannon, &c., &c.

That each laboratory have a Director, whose rank and
pay be equal to that of :it Lieutenant-Colonel, and a Sub-
Director, with the rank and pay of a Captain.
,

That two persons be employed to get cast, or otherwise
procure, one hundred an~ fifty brass pie~es of cann~n, of
such sizes as the commandIllg officer of Artillery shall direct,
and the Commander-in-Chiefapprove. .

That tbe persons appointed for this purpose be instructed
to spare neither pains or expense in getting the cannon cast
and mounted as soon as possible.

That the commanding officer of Artillery be empowered
to form the magazines, laboratories, and artificers, immedi.
ately.

Plan of General STEPHEN.

The Second and Seventh Virginia Regiments, with all
the convalescents from the other corps left in Virginia, and
now fit for duty, to be immediately ordered to join the Army
under his Excellency General Washington.

"All recruits inlisted on the new establishment, to the east-
ward of the Blue Ridge, to join them at places most con-
venient, and march along with them to the Army. The
whole to march by companies, for the better accommodation
on the road.

The Quartermasters, Commissaries, and an officer of ad-
dress, to march before, to provide quarters and provisions.

The new inlisted troops, in Fincastle, Bottetourt, Au-
gusta, Hampshire, Dunmore, Frederick, and Bel'keley, to
march immediately by Bottetourt Court-House, Staunton,
Woodsbury, Strasburg, Winchester, and "frlm.tinsburg, the
nearest way to Lancaster, having provisions laid in for them
at the different places above-mentioned.

83
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The troops under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Nevil,
except tbe company posted at the mouth of the Kanaway,
and the Pennsylvania regiment, cm.nmand.ed by Col~nel
]}JcRay, in Westmoreland, to mar,ch Imme,d~ately ~y -!--zgo-
nier, Be~ford, and Carlisle, havmg provlSlons Imd m for
them at these places.

"
.

The new recruits of the seven compallles to be raIsed m
Yonghyollgania, Monongalia, and Ohio, to be marched by
Fort Cumberland the nearest way to Lancaster. The
Commissaries and' men best acquainted with the country to
lay in provisions for them at Speirs, Redstone, The Great
ft'Ieadows, Great Crossing, and Fort Cumberland.

An officer, with two Light-Horse, to be forwarded over
the mountains, wiih cash to purchase blankets; arms, and
other necessaries, to facilitate the march, and with peremp-
tory orders to make despatch.

In order to prevent neglect of duty in the recruiting ser-
vice, every recruiting officer to make a we,ekly ,re~o~t to the
commander of the Militia of his County, m Vu-gzma; and
if the officer is found indolent, the Militia officer, by a late
regulation, can appoint another who will be mor~ active.

Providence, December 8th, 1776, past 10 o'clock, P. M.

SIR: It is with /Treat concern 1 give you the disagreeabl4i)
intelligence that th: enemy, with a fleet consisting of seventy-
eight ships-of-war and transports, entered the harbour of
New-pO/.t yesterday . We had ~bout six hundre,d m,en
upon Rhode-IslanrJ, who were obhged to evacuate It, ":Ith
the loss of about fifteen or twenty heavy cannon, ha vmg
taken off the ammunition and stores, and the greatest part
of the stock. The enemy have full possession of the island.
I am infoqned by Genera] West an~ Lieute?ant Barro~, of
the Providence, that they landed this mOl'nmg, ab~ut eight
o'clock, with eight thousand men, who marched m three
divisions one towards New-Port, the second towards How-
land's Ferry, and the third to Bristol Ferry, where they
arrived time enouO"h to fire upon the boats that brought over
our last men but without doinO" damage. I have serlt re-, 0

C .
peated expresses to the .Massachusetts-Bay and onnect~cut.
The forces of the former are upon the march, as I belJeve
the latter are also.

In great haste, I am your Exce]]ency's most obedient,
humble servant, NICHOLASCOOKE.

To his Exce]]ency General Washington.

ORDERS TO CARPENTER WHARTON, ASSISTANT COM)ITSSARY-
GENERAL.

SIR: It being represented to !fIe tha,t the millers, eit.her
fi'om an unwi]]ingness to part with their flour, or the diffi-
culty of obtaining wheat from the farmers, do not employ
their mills, by which means the Army under my co~mand
is like to suffer for want of breari j I do herebyauthol'lzeand
instruct you to inquire into the state of this m,at!er, with. full
powers, if it should be f~und that the de~ault ISm.the miller,
to seize the mill and gram, and employ It for the use of the
publick; and if it arises !rom an~ def~ct ,in the farmer,. to
take his O"rainfor the publlck service j m eIthercase paymg
the full ~alue of such flour or wheat at the mill where it is
manufactured.

Given under my hand at Head-Quarters, in Bucks County,
this 20th day of December, 1776.

G WO. ASHINGTON.

GENERAL M'DOUGALL TO GENERAL HEATH.

Chatham, 20 December, 1776,

l\fY DEAR GENERAL: I was honoured with your favour of
the 18th. It came very seasonable. I was happy to find
you and the other General Officers considered it advisable to
detain Colonel Vose's corps. It was a measure absolutely
necessary to prop the drooping spirits of the Militia. This
moment Colonel Vose received General 1¥ashington's or-
ders of the 18th, to tarry in this State, which has relieved me
from many embarrassments. The enclosed is the last intel-
ligence we have ?f the state of t,he enemy. . Whenev~r t~c
service will perlnlt your advancmg to 1Horrzs-Town, It wII!
be of great importance in protecting this d}stressed State.
As this is to accompany a letter to you, whICh we suppose
to be from GenerallVashington, and forwarded by express,

time will only permit me to add, that I am, with great re-
spect, your very humble servant,

ALEX. McDoUGALL.
.

To Major-General Heath, Pyramus.

Intelli/(ence by JOHN HALSTEAD, from ELIZABETH-ToWN.

John Halstead left Elizabeth-Town this morning about
eight o'clock. Says there is no troops in Elizabeth- Town but
'¥aldeckers, the same that has been there for two weeks
past. Says the drums beat this morning, about daybreak,
and he understood they were to have marched j but that they
did not, and the reason why, as he understood, was the bad-
ness of the weather. Knows not which way they were to
march, but it was said they were to have a little march out
0' town; that he thinks six or seven hundred British troops
went through town the day before yesterday, near twelve
o'c1ock, towards iVew-Arlc, and that they have not as yet
returned.

Chatham, 20th December, 1776.

CAPTAINS OF COLONEL MAXWELL'S REGIMENT TO GENERAL
WASHINGTON.

MAYIT PLEASEYOUREXCELLENCY: The Captams of the
late Colonel Maxwell's regiment, in behalf of their men,
have thought it necessary to lay before your Excellency the
charO"e brou"ht aO"ainst them of cartouch-boxes, cross-belts,
tomaOhawks,have~~acks, priming-wires and brushes, canteens,
guntlines, camp-kettles, and Canada caps. The men have
been taught to believe that they would not have to pay for
those things enumerated, General Gates, while at Ticon-
deroga, gave them assurances that they would not; since
which they think themselves exempted fi'om the payment.
We hope your Excellency will consider it. This charge, if
permitted to stand, will retard the present service, and injure
our characters. Relying on the justness of the case, and
the impartiality with which justice is administered where you
preside, are in full assurances that our request wiJI be com-
plied with.

If the hardships these men have gone through would be
any argument for the remitting these things mentioned, we
would have no doubt of their being excluded. We will
freely submit it to your Excellency and General Gates; and
are your Excellency's most obedient and very humble ser-
vants,

H. BREARLY, Captain,
December20th, 1776. In behalf of the whole.

SIR: I am fully of opinion that the above requests of tbe
Captains is very reasonable, both from tbe promise of Gen-
eral Gates, and the extraordinary campaign they ba ve under-
gone.

I am your ExcelJency's most obedient, humble servant,
WM. MAXWELL, Brigadier-General.

SIR WILLIAM HOWE TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN.

New-York, 20th December, 1776,

I have the honour to enclose an extract of a letter from
Lieutenant-General Clinton, containing advice of his being
in possession of Rhode-Island, without any loss to his Ma-
jesty's troops. The season may be found too far advanced
for him to proceed to Providence, but, if practicable, I am
confident the attempt will be made. The advantages to be
derived from this acquisition are nevertheless very important.

In Jersey, upon the approach of the van of Lord Corn-
wallis's corps to Brunswick, by a forced march on the 1st
instant, the enemy went off most precipitately to Prince-
town; and had they not prevented the passage of tbe Rari-
ton, by breaking a part of Brunswick bridge, so great was
tbe confusion among them, that their Army must inevitably
have been cut to pieces.

My first design, extending no further than to get and keep
possession of East-Jersey, Lord Cornwallis had orders not
to advance beyond Brnnswiclc, which occasioned him to
discontinue his pursuit j but finding the advantages that
might be gained by pushing on to the Delaware, and the
possibility of getting to Philadelphia, the communication
leading to Brnnswiclc was reinforced, and on the 6th I joined
hIS Lordship with the Fourth Brigade of British, under tbe
command of Major-General Grant. On the 7th Lord Corn-
wallis's corps, the Guards excepted, who were left at Bruns-
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wick, marched to Princetown, which the enemy had quitted
on the same day. This corps marched in two divisions on

the 8th: the first advancing to Trenton, reached the Dela-
ware soon after the enemy's rear guard had crossed. Their
main Army having passed the preceding day and night, took
post on the other side of the river.

Lord Cornwallis, with the rear division, halted at ]}[aiden-
head, six miles from Trenton, and marched at one o'clock

next morning to Corriel's Ferry, thirteen miles higher up
the Delaware, in some expectation of finding boats there,
and in the neighbourhood, sufficient to pass the river; but
in this he was disappointed, the enemy having taken the pre-
caution to destroy, or to secure on the south side, a1l the
boats that could possibly be employed for that purpose.

The passage of the Delaware bein~ thus rendered im-
practicable, his Lordship took post at Pennington, in which
place and Trenton the two divisions remained until the 14th,
when the weather having become too severe to keep the
field, and the winter cantonments being arranged, the troops
marched from both places to their respective stations. The
chain, I own, is ratber too extensive, but I was induced to
occupy Burlington to cover the County of 1Uonmouth, in
which there are many loyal inhabitants; and trusting to the
almost general submission of the County to the southward
of this chain, and to the strength of the corps placed in the
advanced posts, I conclude the troops will be in perfect secu- .

rity. Lord Cornwallis having desired to return to Britain,
the command in Jersey is given to Major-General Grant, in
whose approved good conduct I have the greatest confidence.

I cannot too much commend Lord Cornwallis's good ser-

vices during this campaign; and particularly the ability and
conduct he displayed in the pursuit of the enemy from Fort
Lee to Trenton, a distance exceeding eighty miles, in which
he was well supported by the ardour of his corps, who cheer-
fully quitted their tents and heavy baggage, as impediments
to their march.

By pressing the Rebe]s so close they had not time to
destroy the country, as they intended, or to remove their
stores; by which a large quantity of provisions and plenty
of forage have been secured.

During Lord Cornwallis's stay at Pennington, a patrol of
thirty Dragoons from the Sixteenth Regiment was sent out
to gain intelligence of a corps under the command of Gen-
eral Lee, reported to be in ~[orris County, on their way to
cross the Delaware at Alexandria. Lieutenant-Colonel
Harcourt desired the direction of this detachment, and
learning, as he proceeded, the situation of this corps, con-

sisting of two thousand men, and of General Lee's Head-
Quarters, he contrived, by infinite address and gallantry, to
get to his house undiscovered by the guard, surrounded it,
and overcoming all their resistance, made the General a
prisonel. Being confident this gallant action will not escape
his Majesty's gracious attention, it,is needless for me to re-
commend Lieutenant-Colonel Harcourt to the King's notice
upon this occasion. .

I must also mention the signal services of Sir U'illiam
Erskine, in his department of Quartermaster-General, whose
indefatigable zeal has eminently contributed to the success
of this campaign; nor must I omit Major ~Maitland,of the
corps of Marines, who has the command of the Second Bat-
talion of Light-Infantry, in which he has distinguished him-
self much to his honour.

The time of service for which most of the enemy's troops
were engaged being expired, their present strength, from a
review of the latest intelligence received, is about eight
thousand on the south side of tbe Ddaware and in Phila-
delphia, five hundred Militia embodied in l~Iorris County,
New-Jersey, and about three thousand at Peck's Kill, North-
Castle,and the smaller posts in this Province.

Major-General Robertson, who served the campaign by
his Majesty's permission,wiJl return to Britain by the ear-
liest opportunity.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FRO;vl SIR WILLIAM HOWE TO LORD

GEORGE GER~I:AIN, DATED NEW-YORK, 20TH DECEMBER,

1776.

In my separate letter by the Tamer, No. 32, I mentioned
my ideas for the several operations in the course of the en-
suing campaign, and proposed a defensive corps in Jersey,
for the early part of the year; but the opinions of people

beinrr much chanrred in Pennsy lvania, and their minds ino 0 .
general, from the late progress of tbe Army, dIsposed to
peace, in which sentiment they would be confirmed by our
getting possession of Philadelphia, I am from this consider-
ation fully persuaded the principal Army should act offen-
sively on that side, where the enemy's chief strength will
certainly be collected.

By this change, the offensive pJan towards Boston must
be deferred until the proposed reinforcements arrive from
Europe, tbat there may be a corps to act defensively upon
the lower part of Hudson's river, to cover Jersey on that
side, as well as to facilitate, in some degree, the approach of
the Army from Canada.

The arrangement I would humbly propose for the execu-
tion of this plan is, that only two tbousand men should
remain at Rhode-Island, with a proper number of ships; four
thousand men on York Island and posts adjacent, and three
thousand men on Hudson's river; which will 1eave about ten
thousand men for Pennsylvania, including, on a rough com-
putation, that the extent of our strength at the opening of
the campaign will not exceed nineteen thousand men.

But as those operations, perhaps of the last importance to
the nation, may depend upon the exigencies of the moment,
I request your Lordship to point out any general plans that
may be thought most advisable, both with respect to the
present strength of this Army and on the event of reinforce-
ments, remarking the periods of time in which tbese troops
may be expected. I would further propose, that every
augmentation of troops shouJd come to this port in the first
instance, from whence they can be readily disposed of as
may be found requisite.

We must not look for the Northern Army to reach Albany
before the middle of September. Of course the subsequent
operations of that corps will depend upon the state of things
at the time.

Clothing, tents, and every species of camp equipage, will
be wanted for the Hessian troops and regiment of Waldeck.

The enclosed return will show the number of men want-
ing to complete these corps, and if two hundred were added
to the Hessian quota, and thirty to that of Waldeck, I think
the casualties of the winter may reasonably be computed to
amollnt to that number.

The Seventh and Twenty-Sixth Regiments being mostly
exchanged, and the season not admitting of their going to
Canada before the spring, I beg to have his Majesty's com-
mands for the disposal of those battalions.

I cannot close this letter without making mention of the
good services rendered in the course of the campaign by
Cortland Skinner, Esq., Attorney-General in the Jerseys,
who has been indefatigable, and of infinite service, since the

Army entered those Provinces; I therefore humbly recom-
mend him as a gentleman meriting the Royal favour.

JONATHAN HALLET TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Peekskill, December 20, 1776.

Yesterday I saw Mr. Peter Benedict, who was appointed
First Lieutenant under me. He informsme that he continues
in the service. He is much obliged to the honourable Con-
vention for their appointment; but his circumstances are
such that he can by no means serve. I should be very
glad if I cou1d have an officer appointed in his stead, as I
labour under great disadvantages in my recruiting, by not
having my complement of officers, and being very lame at
present myself.

I am, your very humble servant,
JONATHAN HALLET.

To the honourable Convention, Fishkill.

COLONEL SWARTWOUT TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Fort Constitution, December 20, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Whereas the limited time we enIYaIYedin
the service will expire by the last day of this month, ~hich
is nigh at hand, except we are relieved or stay longer
than our times this garrison will be left vacant; but in all
probability you have provided a relief, to relieve us at that
day; but on the contrary, if you have not, it would be best
to let me know per first opportunity in what manner to act.
It is very reasonable to think that the greatest part of tbe
men will be very anxious to get bome when their time

'*'



1319 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., DECEMBER, 1776. 1320

expires; notwithstanding, believe, with tbe otber officers,
might prevail with a sufficient number to garrison this fort till
a proper relief might be procured of the Continental troops.
But if you have already a sufficient number of Continental
troops, will be saving money by sending them, as they are
lindeI' pay. Should be loth to leave this gardson with my
regiment til1 I heard from you, gentlemen, as there are many
things here which will not admit of leaving without a guard,
sllch as cannon, ammunition, &c.

Captain Bratt's and Captain Balding's companies of
Rangers arrived here the other day, from Albany. Say they
were sent here by the Committee of that place, and their
instructions are to come here to this fort and stay till the
first of January, which will be just tbe time we have to stay.
In my opinion, they are of no service here for the p'resent,
nor would they, if they should be ordered to guard this fort
tbis winter, for I ordered them to fUl'IJishtheir proportion of
guards, upon which tbe two Captains came to me and told
me their men was not listed to mount guard, but were will-
ing to turn out their men for fatigue; upon which I have kept
them in getting of firewood, together with our men.

We have had no boats from New-Windsor these two
days, to be loaded with stone, I suppose by reason of the
severity of the weather. All the timber handy here for rafts
we have cnt and sent up. Here is still a great plenty of
pine timber, in a swamp, on. this island, which might be got
out with sleighs in tbe winter, when the ice is hard, to be
ready for rafting in the spring.

I am, gentlemen, with esteem, your very humble servant,
JACOBUS SWARTWOUT, Colonel.

. To the honourable Convention at Fishkill.

GENERAL JAMES CLINTON TO COLONEL DUBUIS.

Fishkill Landing, December 20,1776.

DEARSIR: I have been these three days past at Fish-
'kill, where I thought to have had the pleasure of seeing you,
but was disappointed. I would have been glad to have seen.
the arrangement of your regiment, but as it was not made
out properly, I could not. The members of the Committee
of AITangement showed me part of it, wherein I noticed
one John McClaghry appointed )'our Quartermaster. He
is a good young man, and a good scholar; but as he isunac-
quainted with the business, I recommend him for an Ensign,
and Nehemiah Carpenter, who has served this last year a
Quartermaster in my regiment, to be your Quartermaster.
He is well-deserving of it. I have likewise recommended
Andrew Harkness for an Ensign in your brigade. He is a
good clerk and a lively young man.

IC there be a vacancy for Captain Increase Childs and
Ensign Ponduson, of my regiment, I would be glad they
were appointed, if you see it in your way. I make no doubt
you will mention them, and believe they would answer
well.

Samuel Lewis, who is Sergeant-Major in my regiment, I
would recommend for an Ensign, if there should be a va-
caney, either in your regiment or any other.

I am, sir, YOllrhumble servant,
J AMESCLINTON,Brigadier-General.

To Colonel Lewis Dubois.

C!PTAJN RoSE.KRANS TO COLONEL DUBOIS.
Fishkill, December 20, 1776,

COLONEL DUBOIS: I was yesterdayat Congress,when I
was informed that I had choice either to be in your reO"iment
or Colonel Livingston's; which in choice do choos~ to be
in yours; but, however, am now in company with Lieuten-
ant Lee, who informs me that he has an offer of a Captain
in your regiment, with the pro~'iso I do not accept the berth;
if 1 do, that he must continue as a Lieutenant, which I think
need not be the case, for if I am appointed in your regiment,
there must be a vacancy in Livingston's, which I think can
be procured for Lieutenant Lee, with your assistance.
However, if not, I shall not be the means of beinO"detri-
mental to Lee. Shall take it as a particular favour"'if you
would assist Lee in getting the commission, as I think him
highly worthy of the berth; and likewise, 1 expect there
will be a vacancy for an Ensign in my company, and shall
be very happy if you could see it in your way to appoint

Henry Swartwout, who is now my Ensign, and worthy of
the berth.

1 am, and remain, sir, your real friend and most humble
servant, JAS. ROSEKRANS.
Colonel Duboys.

N. B. Captain Rosekrans showed me the above letters,
and I recommend the same.

JAMES CLINTON, Brigadier-General.

RESOLUTION OF NEW-YORK CONVENTION REVIVING CO~l]\iIT-

TEE or SAFETY.

Friday morning, December 20th, 1776.

met. Present: General Ten BroeckThe Convention
President.

Resolved, That the last Committeeof Safety be revived
in the same words, with this addition, "That it continue
until further orders, and meet in the recess of Convention
and transact business."

A Copy, JOHN McKESSON.

PAROLE OF MILES SHERBROOKE.

Dutchess County, ss.

I, Miles She1'brooke, of the city of New- York, Merchant,
and now, by leave of the Convention of the State of New-
York, about to repair to the said city, do swear upon the
Holy EvangelIsts of Almighty God, that I will not give or
convey any verbal or written intelJigence whatsoever, in any
wise respecting the controversy now subsisting between
Great Britain and the United States oj North-America,
to any p€'fSon or persons whatsoe\-er, until leave for that
purpose by the Convenlion or future Legislature of this
State unto me be given. M SILES HERBROOKE.

Sworn of the 20th day of December, 1776, before me,
ABM. TEN BROECK, Pres't.

I, "iI'(ilesSherbrooke, do promise, upon my parole of
hononr as a gentleman, that I wiH return from the city of
New- York to the town of Middletown, in tbe State of Con-
necticut, on 01' before the last day of lI'lay, 1777, unless
otherwise ordered by the Convention or future Legislature
of the State of New- York, and that 1 will there abide the
further orders of such Convention or Legislature; and that
I wi]] not in any wise aid, abet, advise, or assist, any person
or persons acting under any authority derived from the
King and Parliament of Great Britain in any act, matter,
or thing wbatever, against the said State of New- York, or
the United States oj America.

1\1 SILES HERBROOKE.

Fishkill, Dutchess County:
I, Alexander Wallace, of the city of New- York, Mer-

chant, and now, by leave of the Convention of the State of
New- York, about to repair to the city of New- York, do
swear upon the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, that I
will not give or convey any verbal or written intelligence
whatsoever, in any wise respecting the controversy now
subsisting be!ween Great Britain and the United States oj
North-Amenca, to any person or persons whatsoever, until
leave for that purpose by the Convention or future Legisla-
ture of this State unto me be given.

ALEXANDER WALLACE.

Sworn the 20th day of December, 17i6, before me,
ABM.TEN BROECK,Pres't.

I, Alexander Wallace, do promise, upon my parole of
honour as a gentleman, that I will return from the city of
New- Y01'k to the town of Middletown, in the Stale of Con-
necticut, on or befi)re the last day of l~lay, one thousand
seven hundred and seventy-seven, unless otherwise ordered
by the Convention or future Legislature of the State of
New- York, and that I will tbere abide the furtber order of
said Convention or future Legislature; and that I wi]] not
in any :vise aid, abet, advise',or ass.ist, any person or per-
sons actmg under any amhol'lty denved from the KinO"or
Parliament of Great Britain, in any act, matter, or thing
whatsoever, against the said State of New-York or the
United States oj America. A W

'
LEXANDER ALLACE.
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ROBERT YATES TO COMMITTEE OF ARRANGEMENT.

Claverack, December 20th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: 1n the arranO"ement of ofIicers lately made
in the iWassachusetts-Bl1Y up6n the neW establishment, I
have been informed that tbey have excluded all thow who
do not actually reside within the limits of tbat State. In
consequence whereof, John 'ft'IcKinstcr and Thomas McKin-
ster, the first a Captain and tbe other his Fit'St Lieutenant,
who have served two campaigns with a company raised in
this County, in Colonel Patterson's regiment, are omitted,
because they reside in ClavlJf'ack, upon the eastern bounds
of this State. I have understood they behaved (particularly
at the Cedars, where the Captain was wounded) with dis-
tinguished bra very . Would it not, therefore, be politick to
take them into the service of the State? The advantages
resulting from such a measure 1 conceive are evident. You
would attach to the interest of this State two useful ofIicers,
and at the same. time they would in their neighbourhood
raise a cOl1111anyof men who otherwise will probably inlist
amon" their eastern brethren; without, however, knowing
wheth"er you have room on the arrangement for their admis-
sion, in case you should concur with me in sentiment, I
thou,ght it my duty to lay these facts befOl"eyou.

Ont' Joshua Whitney, from Noble- Town, has requested
me to recommend him fo.r a Lieutenancy. I have but a
slitrht acquaintance with him. I must, therefore, (in case
YO~1should be inclint'd to put him on,) refer you to Colonel
Van Rensselaer, under whom he has served.

I am, with the greatest esteem, your humble servant,
ROBT. YATES.

To Robert Harper, Esq., Deputy Chairman of the Com-
mittee of Arrangement, Fishkill.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meetinO" of the Governour and Council of Safety,
]}liddletown, December 20th, 1776-

Present: His Honour the Governour, his Honour the
Deputy Governour, Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez Huntington,
William Williams, Titus Hosmer, Benjamin Hnntington,
William Hillhou~e, Thomas Seymour, Esquires.

Voted, That Colonel Philips, Mr. Jauncey, and his two
sons, viz: James and William Jl1uncey, Mr. M£ller, Mr.
Walton, and Mr. Hugh Wallace, in .Middletown, and Messrs.
Reed and Palmer, in Windham, all from the State of New-
York, be permitted to return home upon their giving their
parole not to give any intelligence from us to the enemy;
not to take up arms; not to do or say any thing against the
United States of America; and to return back to this State
upon being requested or called for, and remain under the
direction of the Governour and Council of Safety.

Voted, That Mr. Munro, who was sent here by the Al-
bany Committee, be permittedJo return to his family, upon
his giving his written parole not to give any intelligence, nor
do or say any thing against the United States of America,
and that he will return to this Slate again hy the first day
of 'ft'Iarch next, and remain under the directions of the Gov-
ernour and Council of Safety.

JlI. JlIALMEDY TO GENERAL LEE.
. [ Translation.]

Providence, December 20th, 1776.

SIR: On my arrival hither, I delivered your Jetter to the
Governour, and, without soliciting any promotion, offered
him my services. The Congress of tbe State have imme-
diately granted me tbe rank of Colonel, which gave me
great satisfaction. Two hours after, having more attentively
perused your letter, and being determined by another cir-
cumstance, they conferred upon me the rank of Brigadier-
Genera], which 1 acknowledged was yet unmerited.

Is there any reason to fear, sir, that the promotion, which
is an act of mere favour, contains but the seeds of my dis-
grace, and that those gentlemen, if the Continental Congress
should hesitate, ha ve prepared for me but an humiliating sit-
uation, at the very time they intenden to load me \Vith their
favours? Is there a probability of my not keeping that rank?
If 1 do my duty, it would seem somewhat unjust. That
promotion was entirely unsolicited by me.

Fondly believing the Congress will attend to those obser-

vations, I entreat you will point them out to that body in a
striking manner.

1 am, with respect, sir, your most obedient and most
humble sen'ant, 1\'1 L Yu A MED .

To his Excellency General Lee, at the Army of the United
States of America, in the Jerseys or eJsewhere.

Providence, 10th December, 1776.

J\h GENERAL: I could not arrive till the 6th, owing to the
difIiculty I met with in some places to procme horses. As
soon as I arriveq, I sent the letter with which you intrusted
me, to the Governour. Accept, sir, my warmest thanks for
the recommendation with whieh you have honoured me. and
be assured I shall exert my utmost endeavours to render
myself worthy tbe opinion and goodness you have expressed
in illY behalf.

The Governour desired me to view the lines of circum-
vallation, which were opened on tbe right bank of the river
by Mr. Crow. They are drawn on tbat side quite around
the town. They appeared to me to be at too great a dis-
tance from the town, and too extensive; and from the difIi-
culty of defending them, on a sudden emergency, and by
reason of the great number of men requisite for their defence,
you know, my General, how dangerous such Jines are. They
have beretofore been found useless in many places, although
traced out with great judgment. I proposed to the gentle-
men to draw others within them. J perceived th.ey were
satisfied with the utility of this, and agreed to it. I changed
the defences, and brought the posts nearer; ann possihly,
my General, when they are fini,hed, you will think them
capable of being defended. They were desired by the
people to quiet their fears. I asked last night fOI'orders to
see Holan's Ferry, which you particularly recommended to
me. Tbis morning I wait for instructions. .

I cannot give you a true idea of tbe distribution and
arrangement of the troops; they are not yet settled. I
always view with pleasme the great number of beautiful
towns, which every moment present themse\ ves to view. 1
can never believe the enemy will be able to overrun this
country, without great difIicuJty. Y Oll have douhtle~s an
account of their numbers ann positions.

You were pleased, my Genpral, to request these gentle-
men to give me the rank of a Calone]; which they imme-
diate]y granted to me. It is very flattering to rMeto Owe
my promotion to you. . The qualities YOllpossess, and the
deserved reputation which you enjoy, render tbis infinitely
precious to me.

lt is of great importance, my General, to me, to be com-
missioned by Congress, if you desired it, before the first of
January, in order to be older in rank than a number of
others. Permit me this morning, I beseech you, to beg the
favour of you to make this demand for me as soon as possi-
ble. My acknowledgments for the favour shall equal tbe
respect with which I am, my G.eneral, your most humble
and most obedient servant,

MALMEDY.

Providence, 20th December, 1776.

Mv GENERAL: I had in your orders on tbe 1st, that I
should go to Holan's Ferry, which you particularly recom-
mended to me. The gentlemen of the Committee imagined
that Warrick ~Neck was more important, since the enemy
are in Rhode-Island. I returnE'd the same evening. I have
traversed all near to the point of Connecticut, all the nE'ck of
Warrick. I cannot perceive in all tbat part tile possibility
of hindering the enemy from making a descent. The baQks
throughout are easy of access, and the vessels can come
close to the land. There is, however, an advantageous situ-
ation for a camp upon the high ground, from whence we
can hinder the enemy from forming, and withdrawing tbem-
sel ves from the fire of their cannon. It mirrht serve as a
camp of observation. On my return 1 -ga:e a particular'
account of tbis matter. .

You knew, my General, tbe situation of the town of
Warwick. It is mere folly to attempt to defend it, in case
the enemy makes a descent in it~ neighbourhood. I there
found some works begun. I tbought it my duty not to
oppose the desire of the commandant. We ha ve thprpfore
continued and prolonged them, with some regularity, adapted
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to the ground. The same night I returned to Providence,
and ga ve an account to the Governour of the difficulty of
defending that town, and that tbe post ollght to be evacuated.
I have sent him an order of retreat for the detachment with
the out-gual'ds, and requested him to drive from Patuxet a
great number of cattle and forage, which are on the neck.
1 cannot doubt bnt from its situation, that is the place where
the enemy will make their descent, if they Jand. I think,
my General, that after making efforts at Patexet, and a1l
along the river, we ought to defend Providence, and there
engage them. I presented to the Governour foUl'reasons to
support this determination. I believe the p]ace wbere I am
will, in a month, be out of danger of a coup de main. In
that case, the General who shall command the forces, 511p-
porting his left and extending obliquely on the right, will
cover Boston, and that Province; and I do not believe the
enemy dare enter Connecticut, and by that means separate
themse] ves from their vesseJs, which is their place of arms;
nor are they so numerOus as to render themselves masters of
the river. I beg pardon, my General, for giving you this
account of arrangements, especia1ly in a country where you
are milch better acquainted with. Allow me the indulgence
granted to a scholar, who makes essays on your pieces, alld
whose feeble obsemttions you can easily rectify.

The County of Pate,Tet is, and will always be, interesting.
I pray you to assemble some troops there, and to order a
number of fascines, which can readily be found at hand,
where occasion requires.

The Governour appears to approve my opinion, and has
requested me to continue to give it on a1l military matters.
The little disposition I have seen in this tOIVn, relative to
troops, in this time of perplexity and danger, when all ought
to be in a state of activity, has determined me to present a
regular distribution 'of regiments, and an order of sen,ice. I
thought.it necessary to send them accompanied with letters,
and some sentiments in honour of this country. I here
enclose you a copy of my first letter, and the order of ser-
VIce.

The gentlemen here are polite. I cannot but think my-
self honoured with the testimonies they have given of satis-
faction on my conduct, and I am particularly fJaltered with
the rank they have given me. But, my General, I do not
see that they have done the smallest thing in the matter I
proposed to them, nor even in those things which ought not
to be deferred a moment. Be pleased to put a favourable
interpretation on what I have the honoUl' to say, and believe
I give this detail only from the desire I have to see proper
dispositions made for the defence of this country. N otwith-
standing the proximity of the enemies, and the ease with
which they may land, I do not see above six or seven hun-
dred men at Warwick, one thousand or eleven hundred here,
four hundred citizens .at the most ready to take arms, and
only one company of Artillery. The Colonels of the regi-
ments do not know where to rendezvous in case of alarm.
I see no posts established; I see no artillery in motion, nor
any preparations Jar that purpose; no exercise at cannon,
notwithstanding the great want of instruction. In the mean
time the enemy are ten thousand. They do not make any
uenera] mO\'ement; but they can in one tide embark in flat-
bottomed boats and land at lfTarwick-Neck, and arrive at
Providence in four hours. That town is IVorth such an at-
tempt at this moment. It is very important on account of
the ureat quantity of merchandise and ships in its port. I
can;ot account for the conduct of the English Generals, if
they have good intelligence. The pcople here give them-
selves up to a lethargick idea, because they are not numer-
ous, and bpcau,e they serve as a defensi\'e post to Rhode-
island. The Americans ought to fear the illusion; for these
two months past it has been very destructive. General
Lincoln arrived here tbe evening before last. I hope he
will put things in order. The next day, at ten o'clock, he
set out for Bristol and Holan's Fcrry, without my knowing
of his journey. J am sensibly affected with the disa ppoint-
ment, not baving yet a lodging or a horse. I waited on the
Commi!tee. 1\'1y interpret~r informed them of my sensibility
of not knowing of the departure of General Lincoln, and
that I had not yet taken a view of what I proposed. They
answered with the same politeness as usual, that he desired
me to see the place, ano proposed to make the tour ,\ ith me,
and that he desired 1\11'. Vemum to inform me of tbis.
HO\vever, I was not informed as to what I proposed; they

were absorbed in business. It is a misfortune in a Govern-
ment, when military affairsare in the hands of the legis]ative
anthority. These are related, but ought in tbeir particular
execution, to be independent of each otber. I havel,;been
well satisfied as to a lodging, but I cannot be supplied with
horses. I thought it my duty, sir, to give you a particular
account. You have sent me with letters of business"and
confidence. You have perha ps informed Congress, and
have possibly a reliance on my zeal and good will. I will
be very unfortunate if in the execution of what 1 am charged
with, I find them useless; and.tbis cannot but appeal' by the
actual sitUation of things. I fear I shall not hereafter be
thought worthy of allY confidence, and I am particularly
jealous of losing yours and that of theCongress. I begyou
will inform C;ongress of the true situation of affairs. If, my
Genera], I have expressed too great a degree of sensibility
in tbis portrait, I know the goodness with which you have
honoured me, and I beg you wiJl correct any thing amiss, Qt.

which may displease. "Roni soit qui mal y pense."
I cannot too often repeat, my General,thecivi1itiesI have

received from these gentlemen. I owe them all my services,
and they are but a small mark of my gratitude. I do not.
know how I shall be employed here. I beg you to recollect
the expressions in your Jetter and your pleasure when YOII

sent me here. I ha \'e not yet had a word of orders. To-day
Mr. Lincoln is arrived. Mr. Varnum is a Brigadier-G(m-
eral. I have rank of him in this Province: I should be
,'ery glad to know the line of service to which I ought par-
ticularly to be destined. I am no engineer by profession.
I have some knowledge and some little abilities. I will
finish the open lines with diligence, becausethey are useful,
and because there is but one man here who knows that kind
of work. I shall apply myself to every thing that depends
upon me in this country; bllt I beg you will not confine me
to that profession; I can execute another with more advan-
tage. Be so kind, my General, as to consult Congress, and
inform me what is your and their intention respecting my
services, and inform the GO\'ernour, to whom you have re-
commended me here. In whatever manner you dispose of
me, I will not neglect any of the duties which my condition,
emulation,and honour prescribe. These are the pretensions,
these the reasons to which I resign myself.

I shouldgo to-day to Bristol and Holan's Ferry, but it
snows to sllch a degree that there is no traveling. I should
be glad to be lindeI' your immediate orders, if there is any
operations this spring. I am told balf of the fleet is in
Virginia; perhapsyou arc there. I am sorry to be at snch
a distance from you.

I am, &c.

l\b GENERAL: Upon my arrival here, 1 sent your letter
to the Governour, and offered them my services, without
asking any rank. The Assembly of this Province immedi-
ately granted me that of Colonel, with wbich I was flattered
and well satisfied. Two hours after, the Assembly having
read your letter a second time more attentively, and being
determined by some other circnmstances, gave me the rank
of Brigadier-General, which I acknowledge I have not yet
deserved.

Ought I not to fear, my General, that this promotion,
which is an act of favour, will be a kind of disgrace to me,
and that these gentlemen, by loading me with favours, have
only prepared me for humiliation, if the Continental Con-
gress should hesitate? Is there not a probability of my \lot
keeping this rank? If I do my duty, it would seem some-
what unjust. That promotion was entire]y unsolicited by
me. I bope the Congress will attend to these observations,
and I beg you would set them in the strongest point of view.

I am, with respect, my General, 1\'Jl' ALMEDY.
Providence, December ~Oth, 1776.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.
Boston, December 20, 1776.

SIR: The Council bave received your favour of the 18th
instant, and, agreeable to your request, have given orders to
the COlllmissary-General of this State to su pply Mr. Josiah
Draper "itb t\ o hundred and fifty pick-axes, two hundred
and fifty iron shovels, fifty narrow axes, and twenty crow-
bars. They wi\] be charged to the State of Rhode-Island,



1325 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCE,EDINGS, &c., DECEMBER, 1776. .1326

for the use of the troops in your State. We heartily wish
that they may be so employed as, if possible, to drive the
enemy from your State.

In the name and behalf of Council,
JAMES BOWDOIN.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO GENERAL LINCOLN.

Boston, December 20, 1776.

SIR: The Board have received your lelter of 18th
instant, and the intrencbing tools are sent forward, and I
am directed by the Council to inform you that it is their
opinion, that it is of tbe greatest importance to the United
States of America, that you should immediately proceed
with the troops destined to reinforce tbe Army near New-
York, to Danbury, in Connecticut, and order them to pro-
ceed from thence to such place as the corpmanding officer
may direct.

To General Lincoln, Providence.

MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR TO NATHANIEL TRACY.

War Office, Boston, December 20th, 1776.

SIR: The Board have been made acqnainted that you
have a quantity of linf'n, &c., in your hands, and the reason
they do not contract for the same is, Messrs. Livingston and
Thombull are sent from Congress to purchase all the linens,
&c., which can be spared for the Army. Not doubting
your publick spirit will induce your putting them as low as
possible, the Board refer them to you, and are your most
humble servants. By order of the Board,

S. P. SAVAGE, Pres't p. t.
Nathaniel Tracy, Esq.

J\IASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR TO JAJ\IES RUSSELL.

War Office, Boston, December 20th, ]776.

SIR: The Board of War having occasion for a quantity
of pork for the service of this State, and being informed that
it is highly probable you would contract to supply them
with some, do now request to know from you whether you
would undertake the same, and for what quantity and for
what price per pound, or per barrel of two hundred and
twenty pounds. Your answer as soon as possible will
oblige us.

By order of the Board,

James Russell, Esq.
S. P. SAVAGE,Pres't p. t.

Boston, December 20, ]776.

Commodore Manly, in the Continental ship Ilancock, of
thirty-two guns, is come round to Newbury-Port.

Last Thursday arrived in town from the Continental
camps at New- York, the Honourable Major-General Lin-
coln, who commanded the Militia of this State which were
sent as a reinforcement for two months. His established
good character as a .civilian at the Board of Council, act-
uated Colonel Crafts to meet him a few miles out of town,
accompanied by many of his officers on horseback, who
escorted bim into Congress street, in imitation of tbe
Romans, there to join the supreme Senate of the State.

Last Sunday a number of prisoners (marines and sailors)
arri\'ed in town, from the interiour parts of tljis State. and
Connecticut, and on it/onday set off for iUwHehcad, in
order to be exchanged for a number of our men, who lately
arri ved in tbe cartel vessels there.

COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO B. FRANKLIN, SILAS
DEANE, AND ARTHUR LEE.

Baltimore, in Maryland, December 21, li76.

HONOuRABLE G ENTLE~!EN: A fter expressing our hopes
that this will find you all three safely fixed at Paris, we
proceed with pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of MI'.
Deane's letter of the 1st Octobr-r.

\Vhen we reflect on the character and views of the Court
of London, it ceases to be a wonder that the British Ambas-
sador, and all other British agents, should employ every
means that tended to prevent European PQwers, but France
more especially, /i'om giving America aid in this war. Pros-

pects of accommodation, it is well known, would effectualJy
prevent foreign interference; and therefore, without one
serious design of accommodating on any principles but the
absolute submission of America, the delusive idea of concil-
iation has been industriously suggested on both sides the
water, tbat, under cover of this dividing and aid-withbolding
prospect, the vast British force sent to America might bave
the fairest chance of succeeding. And tbis policy hath, in
fact, done considerahle in.iury to the United States, as we
shall presently show by a just detail of this campaign, for it
is not yet ended.

You know, gentlemen, tha.t at the moment a potent land
and marine force was preparing to be sent here, an act was
passed for appointing Commissioners, who, too many ex-
pected, were to give peace to America. As, therefore, the
war might be soon concluded, so were our military arrange-
ments accommodated, and the troops taken into service the
last spring, consisting of regular corps and bodies of Militia,
were all engaged for short periods. With these the cam-
paign began in various parts of North-America. Dr. Frank-
lin is so well acquainted with the progress of the war in
Canada previous to his departure, that we need only observe,
the campaign has ended as favourably for us in that qualtf'f
as we could reasonably expect. The enemy having been
able to pierce no further than Crown-Point, after a short
stay and reconnoitring General Gates's Army at Tyconde-
roga, thought proper to recross tbe lake, and leave us in
quiet possession of tbose passes. General Gates having It'ft
a proper force at Ticonderoga and on the communication;
retired with the rest of his troops.

New- York and its neigbbourhood, not being defensible
by an army singly against a strong land and sea force acting
in conjunction, was of necessity yielded to the enemy, after
some contest, General rVashington retiring, until the sitUa-
tion of the country above King's Bridge no longer ena bled
the enemy to receive aid fium their ships. GE'neral Howe
baving stopped here, and Genera! Carleton at Crown-Point,
effi~ctllally disappointed the great object of joining the two
armies. The latter, as we have said, returning to Canada,
and tbe former retreating from the Jf"hite-Plains towards
New-York, gave us a fa~'ourab]e prospect of seeing a happy
end put to this dangerous campairrn. However, man )

' causes. 0
ha VI'concurred IIIproducing an unlucky reverse of fortune-
the nature of the country, the uncommon fineness of the
weather, even to this day, and, above all, tbe short inlist-
ments, which gave the soldiery an opportunity of ?;oing home,
tired as thE'Ywere with the operations of an active summer.

When Generalllowe retreated from the White-Plains,
he halted his whole Army on the North River, between
Dobbs's Ferry and Kingsbridge, where he remained for
some time. Having effected so little of the great business
that brought him here, and the season allowinrr time for it
most men were of opinion that the next atten~)t would b~
to get possession of Philadelphia, by a forced march throurrh
the Jerseys, whilst a fleet should be sent up the Delaw/;;'e
to facilitate the enterpl'ise. To guard ap:ainst such a ma-
nCBuvre,General rVashington crossed the North River, with
all the battalions that had been raised to the northward of
it, leaving General Lee, with the Eastern troops, to guard
the pass of the Highlands, on Hudson's Rl:ver. In this situ-
ation of things, Mr. Howe made a sunden attack upon Fort
Washington, with the greatest part of his Army, and carri.ed
it, with considerable loss. Here be made near three thou-
sand of 0111'men pri<oners. By tbis event it became unne-
cessary longer to bold Fort Lee, (or Fort Constitution, as
it was formerly called.) which is on the west side of North
River, nearly opposite to Fort Washington. It had there-
fore been determined to abandon Fort Lee; but before the
~tores could be .allremoverJ, the e~emy came sllddenly upon
11,and the garrison retreated, leavmg some of their ba(T(T3crc
and stores behind. About this time General Howe b~~~nie
possessed of a letter (by tile agency of some wicked person,
who contrived to get it from the express) written by General
Washington to the Board of War, in which he bad given
an exact account when the time of service of all 0111'battal-
ions wOllld expire, and his apprehensions that the men would
not reinlist without first going holtle to see their filll1ilies and
friends, Possessed of this intelligence, the opportunity was
carefully watched, and a vigourous irnpn;ssion actually made
at the very crisis when OU['Army in the Jerseys was reduced
to three thousand men, by the retiring of numbers and the
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sickn()ss pf others, and before Militia could, in this extensive
country, be brought up to supply their places. The enemy
marched rapidly on through the Jerseys, whilst our feeble
Army was ohliged to retreat from post to post, until it crossed
the Delaware, at Trenton, where about two thousand fire
hundred Militia, from the city of Philadelphia, joined the
General. Since General Howe's arrival on the borders of
the Delaware, various manceuvres and stratagems have been
practised to effect a passage over the river, but they have
hitherto failed. General Washington's small Army is placed
alon<r the west side of Delaware, to within fourteen miles of
PMlrldelphia, fi'om above Co~yell's Ferry, which, with the
gondolas, one frigate of thirty-two guns, and other armed
vessels in the river, above the chevaux-de-frise, cover the
passage of it.

General Lee, who has crossed the North River with as
many of the Eastern troops as could be spared from the
defence of the Highlands, (either to join General Washing-
ton or to act on the enemy's rear, as occasions might point
out,) was the other day surprised and made prisoner by a
party of se~'enty Light-Horse, who found him in an house a
few miles in real' of his Army, with his domesticks only.
This Joss, though great, will in some degree be repaired for
the present hy Genera1 Gate.y, who, we understand, has

. joined the Army commanded b~ G:eneral Lee, an;1 wb.o, we
have reason to think, has by tlJls tllne effected a Junction of
his force with that of General Wash1:ngton.

As the Mi1itia are marching from various fjllarters to re-
inforce the General, if the enemy do not quickly accomplish
their wishes of possessing Philadelphia, we hope not only
to sa ve that city, but to see General Howe retreat as fast as
be advanced through the Jerseys.

General Clinton, with a fleet in which it is said he carried
ei"ht thousand men, has gone from New- York, through the
S~und, some suppose for Rhode-Island; but neither his des-
tinatiQn or its consequences are yet certainly known to us.

Thus, gentlemen, we have given you a true detail of the
progress and present state of our affairs, which, although not
in so good a posture as they were two months ago, are by
no me~ns in so bad a way as the emissaries of the British
Comt will undoubtedly represent to them. If the great
land and sea force with which we have been attacked be
compared with the feeble state in which the COmmencement
of this war found liS, with respect to military stores of all
kinds, soldiers' clothing, navy and regular force; and if the
infinite art be considered, with which Great Britain hath
endeavoured to prevent our getting these nf'cessaries from
foreign parts, which has in part pre vaile?, the wonder will
rather be that QUI'enemies ha ve made so bttle progress, than
that they have made so much.

All views of accommodation with Great Britain, but on
principles of peace, as independent States, and in a manner
perfectly consistent with the treaties our Commissioners may
make with foreign States, being totally at an end since the
declaration of independence and the embassy to the Court
of France, Congress have directed the raising of ninety-four
battalions of infantry with some cavalry. Thirteen fiigates,
from twenty-four to thirty-six guns, are already launched
and fittin'r; and two ships-of-the-line, with five more frigates,
are order~d to be put on the stocks. We hear the levies are
going- on well in the different States. Fntil the new Army
is collected, the Militia must curb tbe enemy's progress.

The very considera b]e force that Great Britain has
already in North-America, the possibility of recruiting it
here within their own fjuarters by force and fr::ludtogether,
added to the reinforcements that may be sent from Ellrope,
and the ditlkulty of finding fundsin the present depressed
state of American commerce, all conspire to prove, incon-
testably, that if France desires to preclude the possibility
of North-America being ever reunited with Great Britain,
now is the favourable moment for establishing the glory,
strength, and commercial greatness of the former king-
dom,-by the ruin of her ancif~ntrival. A decidedpart now
taken by the Court of Versailles,anrl a vigouroL1sengage-
nwnt in the war, in union with Nurth.-America, would with
ease sacrifice the fleet and army of Great Britain, at this
time chiefly collected abol1t lVCW-York. The inevitable
conserfupnce wonld he, the quick reduction of the British
Islands in the rVest-Indics, already bared of defence by the
removal of their troops to this Continent.

For reasons herein assigned, g('ntlemen, you \ViII readily

discernhow all-important it is to the security of American
independence, that Prance should enter the war as soon as
may be; and how necessary it is, if it be possible, to procure
from her the line of battle-ships you were desired in your
instructions to obtain for us; the speedy arrival of which
here, in the present state of things, might decide the contest
at on e stroke. ,

We shall pay pl'Oper attention to what Mr. Deane writes
concerning Dr. Williamson and Mr. Hopkin.y, and we think
the ill-treatmentthis country and Mr. Deane have received
from these men, strongly suggest the necessity of invincible
reserve with persons corning to France as Americans and
friends to America, whom the most irrefragable proofs have
not removed all doubt about.

The British recall of their Mediterranean passes is ao
object of great COnsefjl1ence, and may require much inter-
cession witb the .Court of Prance to prevent the mischiefs
that llIay be derived to American commerce therefi'om; but
this subject has heen already touched upnn in your instruc-
tions on the sixth article of the treaty proposed to be made
with France. As aUaftairsrelative to the conduct of Col11-

merce and remittances pass through another department, we
beg leave to refer you to the Secret Committee, and Mr.
Thomas Morris, their agent in France, for every information
on those SlJhjects.

The oeighbourhood of Philadelpltia having, by the ene-
my's movements, become the seat of war, it was adjudgeo
that Congress should adjourn to this town, where the pub-
lick business may be attended with the undisturbed delibera-
tion tliat its importance demands. The Congress was
accordingly opened here on the 20th instant.

As it is more tban probable that the conference with
Lord Howe, on Staten-Island, may be misrepresented to
the injnry of these States, we do ourselves the pleasure to
enclos9 you an aUthentick account of the whole business,
which the possibility of Dr. Franklin's not arriving renders
propel'. This step was taken to unmask his Lordship, and
evince to the world that he did not possess powers which,
for the purposes of delusion and division,had been suggest-
ed.

Mr. Deane's proposition of loan is accepted by Congress,
and they ha \'e desired two millions sterling be obtained if
possible. The necessity of keeping up the credit of our
paper currency, and the variety of important uses that may
be made of this money, have induced Congress to go so far
as six per cent.; but the interest is heavy, and it s hoped
tbat you may be able to do the business on much easier
terms. The resol ves of Congress on tbis subject are enclosed,

and your earliest attention to them is desired, that we may
know as soon as possible the event of this application.

Another resolve enclosed will show you, that Congress
approve of armed vessels being fitted out by you on Conti-
nental account, provided the Court of France dislike not the
measure; and blank commissions for this purpose will be
sent you by next opportunity. Private ships of war, or
privateers, cannot be admitted where you are, because the
securities necessary in such cases to prevent irregular prac-
tices, cannot be given by the owners and commanders of
such privateers.

Another resolve of Congress, which we have the honour
to enclose you, directs the conduct to be pursued with re-
gard to Portugal.

We have nothing further to add at present, but to request
that you will omit no good opportunity of informing us how
you succeed in your mission; what events take place in
Europe, hy wbich these States may be affected; and that
YOll contrive to send to us, in regular succession, sOmeof
the best London, Frenclz, and Dutch newspapers, with any
valuable political publications that may concern N01"th-
America.

We have the honour to be, &c., with great respect and
esteem, honourable gentlemen, your most obedient and vcry
humble servants,

B. HARRISON, J. '\-VITHERSPOON,
,R. H. LEE, W. HOOPER.

P. S. The American captures of Britzsh vessels at sea
have not been less numerous or less valuable than before
Dr, Franklin Jeft us. The value of these captures have
been estimated at two millions.

To B. Franklin,S. Deane,and A. Lee, at Parts.
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Gl:NERAL LEWIS TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Williamsburg, December 2]st, 1776.

SIR: Intelligence from some of the members of the hon-
ourable Continental Congress to their correspondents at this
place, informing of the near approach of the enemy to
Philadelphia, has occasioned me to give the part of the
Second Regiment that is raised, and those of the Seventh
Regiment that are fit for duty, orders to hold themselves in
readiness to march on the shortest notiC":e.This step I thought
necessary, respecting orders (as my wish is) to join General
,Washington, if the honourable Congress should think our
assistance at this time necessary. I send herewith a return
of the above-mentioned regiments. I have some days since
sent off one hundred and fifty men, belonging to the regi-
ments from this State, now under the immediate command
of General Washington. There are likewise upwards of
one hundred of the Eighth Regiment at Fredericksburg,
who have orders to march to the northward as soon as they
can be provided with some necessary clothing.

I am, honourable sir, YOllr most obedient and very hum-
ble servant A L B

. d . G 1' NDREW EWIS, nga zer- enera'.
Honourable John Hancock, President of Continental Con-

gress.

CHARLES CARROLL TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Mount Clare, December 21st, 1776.

DEAR SIR: By direction of the Congress I send you the
enclosed resolves. The last letters brings us a piece of in-
telligence tbat it may be material for you to know. One
Mr. Bevan, a person that may be depended on, who was
taken by Captain Hammond, informed Mr. :Morris that
Rammond told him they were now determined to put a total
stop to our trade, and for that purpose six frigates were to
be stationed off Georgia and the Carolinas; six off the
Capes of Virginia, and six ofr Delaware. Their signals
and their stations were fixed so as to form a complt'te line
along the coast, and that they have determined to keep their
stations during the whole winter. This I fancy it will be
difficult for them to do; however, I thought it necessary the
Board should know their plan.

I am, with most sincere respects to you all, dear sirs, your
most humble servant,

CHARLES CARROLL.

To the Council of Safety of Maryland.
I have not as yet seen here any of your De]egates.

Questions of the greatest magnitude every day agitated and
resolves entered into, and this State without a representative
or vOIce.

the fifth and sixth vessel almost ready fi)!' you. I intend to
Baltimore, next Tu.esday, to attend Mr. Lux's rope-walk
for cables and other cordage. I shall take a Province boat
with me, the finest in this bay, to bring down materials with
me. If you have any commands that way I shall ca]] on
you on Tuesday. Wbere am I to get guns for tbe galley?
It is impossible to make the carriages without the guns.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
STEPHEN STEWARD.

For the h<O>I1ourableCouncil of Safety.

CAPTAIN DEMS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, the 21st December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: As I bave not at present a First Lieutenant
in my company, I would in the warmest terms reyommend
Mr. John McCabe, of Baltimore, to be by you appointed
my First Lieutenant, as I know him to be an active good
officer, and a man who has been exceedingly active in a
military company in this town, and likewise know he has a
good deal of interest, so as to enable him to assist me in'
raising the company. I therefore hope you will indulge me
in this request.

By complying you will, honourable sirs, oblige your ready
servant to command,

F DHETRICK EMS.

To the honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO COMMITTEE OF FREDERICK, IN

MARYLAND.

Baltimore, December 21st, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:I was duly honoured with your favour of
the 19th instant, which I immediately communicated to
Congress, who highly approve your zeal and activity for the
promotion of the American cause.

In consequence of your letter, the Congress passed the
foregoing resolution, and by this opportunity I forward you
the eighteen thousand dollars, which you will please to apply
agreeable to the terms o( tbe resolve, and will please also
to transmit to General Washington a particular state of the
payments to the several Militia.

In confidence that you wiJ\ expedite the march of the
Militia as early as possible, I add not, but that I am, with
every sentiment of esteem, gentlemen, your most obedient,
and \'ery humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

Honourable Committee of Frederick, in Maryland.

ROBERT MORRIS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philade1phia, December 21st, 177!i.
STEPHEN STEWARDTO ~IARYLANDCOUNCILOF SAFETY. SIR: Notwithstanding there are several British men-of-

Decemberthe 21st, 1776. war cruising in our bay, the Continental sloop Independence,
GENTLEMEN: Agreeable to your order I have sent an commanded by Lieutenant Robinson, has pushed through

anchor to Captain ]}Iartin, of six hundred and seventeen and got up here yesterday afternoon. There are on board
pounds. I have no anchor of eight hundred weight, which eight hundred and fifty-six blankets, which were intended,
was tbe size he sent for. I have one of one thousand with many others now expected in, for the use of the new
pounds. The anchor I now send him is full large enough for inlistments; but the inclement weather and the severe duty
the brig. Tbere is but one full Captain that now goes to the troops now under your command have to perform, in-
sea that knows what weight anchor suits them without seeing duces me to think these blankets should be applied to tbeir
the anchor. I detained the boat till the anchor was stocked, use. In this matter, however, you will please to judge and
as there might be some difficulty in getting it stocked in An- act as you see fit; for I shall send them to the camp for your
napolis You are now breakin,g into the materials I have orders so soon as the weather will permit them to be landed.
provided for your little Navy, which I have spared no pains There is also arrived in this sloop a quantity of cloths, which
to get, and have got almost every kind ti)r them. It don't I shall put into the hands of Mr. Mease, Commissary, to
appear to me that I am like to be rewarded for my trouble. have made up immediately. There are also nine hundred
'Vbene\'er you want ship, brig, schooner or sloop, bought and nineteen muskets on board. These, I suppose, you do
for the LIseof the State, tbe commission is given to some body not want; and I will send them out of town, to the other
that perhaps don't merit the advantage 1110rethan myself. stores, unless you signify a desire for any other application
Since I have undertal{(>nthis business fol' you, 1 have been of them.
offered a commission from a neighbouring State, a com mis- I have the pleasure to inform you that Mr. Deane, in his
sion to buy three ships, which would been to me at least letter of the 30th September, received by this sloop, says he
onp, hundred and fifty pounds in my way. The whole rea- looks upon a French war as inevitable. He expects to
son my not accepting of this commission was, I was em- furnish liS with ample supplies for thirty thousand men, and
played by the Council of Safety fol' the Pro~'ince. You a noble train of artillery, mortars, &c., so that, if you can
ha ve employed three other yal'ds to do your business in. bllt drive our enemies back to New- York for this winter, we
Ha ve anyone of them turned you off on a single vessel but may hope for much better things next spring than we have
myself? I have built, rebuilt, rigged, fitted, ?nd been in ail experienced of late.
the trouble for four fine vesseJs for YOll,without the assistance I find my presence so necessary here in several depart-
of a Ca ptain's even provided men and provisions, and have ments, that I shaJ\ stay as long as I can with safety; but
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as I am possessed of publick papers that must never falJ into

the hands of the enemy, I should be glad of a line from
you whenever you think it would be best for me to retire;
and if you ha~'e allY commands twre, in which I can be ser-
viceable, be assured of my ready attention. Yollr several
despatches to Congress ha ve passed through my hands, and
I have inf(jrmed them fully of such things as have come to
my knowJedge respecting publick matters. Poor Lee, I
pity him exceedingly, and feel much for the publick loss in
him. Should you hear any thing of the treatment he meets
with, I should thank you or MI'. Tilghman for a line on that
subject. I fear he will meet with insupportable insults, and
if so, bis situation must be worse than that of the damned.

I have been told to-day that you are preparing to cross into.
the Jerseys. I hope it may be true, and promise myself
joyful tidings from your expedition. You ha\'e my sincere
prayers for success, as nothing would give me greater pieas-
ure than to heal' of such occurrences as your exalted merit
deserves.

I have the honollr to remain, your Excel1ency's most
obedient, humble servant,

ROBT. MORRIS.

To his ExcelJency General Washington.

Philadelphia, December 21st, 1776.

Sm: This attends the blankets mentioned in my letter of
this date, and underneath is an account of the bales and their
contents, with the wagoner's receipt.

I ever remain your ExcelIency's obedient servant,
ROBT. MORRIS.

To his ExcelJency General TVasltington.

Invoice of Blanket~.
No. I to 5. 5 bales, containing 20 pieces, and each piece

22 blankets, make 440
5 bales,containing - ,;; ISO
I do. containing - 45
3 do. containing - 66
2 do. containing- - 125

16 ba1es,containing in the whole - - 856
Received, December 21st, 1776, of Willing, ~Morris, By'

Co., sixteen bales, marked and numbered as above, said to
contain eight hundred and fifty-six blankets, which I promise
to see delivered to the order of General Washington, having
si"ned two receiots for the same. H Po I LTGH EDEN.

22 to 26,
8,

11,
13,

To his ExceHency Genera1 Washington.

ROBERT MORRIS TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
[Read December 24, 1776. ]

Philadelphia, December 21,1776,

SIR: The express that carries you this letter has just
called on me, saying that he came from the Convention of
New- York. I thought it prudent to open the letter, and
know whether the business it respected eouJd be done here,
or whether it must be sent forward; and finding- it must go
forward, and only detain him to make this apology, and to
inform you that the sloop Independence, commanded by
Lieutenant Robinson, (Captain Young being Jeft behind
sick,) pushed out from Chl~ncottague,where she first put in,
and notwithstanding she was chased by six of the enemy's
cl'lIisers at our Ca pes, she got safe up here, and is now land-
ing the cargo. I have determined to send eight hundred
and fifty-six bJankets that came in her, to General Wash-
ington, and have informed him they were imported for the

use of the new recruits; but as the inc1emency of the
weather and the exceeding severe duty of the troops now
with him entitles them to every comfort we can afford, I
submit to him whether to make IIse of them for their use or
not. The cloths I wiJldeliver to Mr.1Hease, with orders to

. have them made up fast as possible. Nine hundred and
nineteen muskets shall be delivet'ed to Mr. Commissary
Towers, to wait the orders of General Washington, or of
the Board of War, and I hope one or other of them will
spnd orders soon as possib1e.

The Council of Safety want money, and have sent an
express for a supply. I have borrowed sufficient for the
Marine Department, although the disbursements are consid-

erab1e. Captain Biddle will get more seamen than we ex-
pected. The Delaware is getting ready, and I ha ve ordered
the Ply, Captain TYarner, down the bay, to watch the en-
emy's ships, and bring us word if they should quit that sta-
tion. I have sent an ex press across the Jerseys to Cn ptain
Baldwin, of the TfTasp, to cruise outsidc'of tllPm, to give

notice to inward-bound ships; and ha ve stationed the Hor-
net, Captain Nicholson, (who attempted to get out but could

not,) in Christeen Creek, to act in conjunction with a large
gaJley of this State, in defence of that creek, as there are

many valuable stores up it. I shaH get the sloop II/depen-
dence hove down, and some ]ittle damage she received at
Chincoteague repaired, and then send her also to watch the
enemy's ships.

There are a large number of wagons in the city, and as
I fear General IIowe does not yet give up his p]an of get-
ting possession of it this winter, I will order a good part of
the salt provisions now in the Commissary's care to be car-
ried up to Lancaster, as we certainly ought to have in]and
magazines of provisions and of military stores; but I Jong
to hear from you, that I may judge whetber Congress ap-
prove of these things, which I have undertaken for the sake

of serving my country.
l\lr. Smidt is not yet returned, and am very sO/'l'Y for it, as

I do think a good deal of money might have been borrowed
by this time. I am very fearful that this bad weather will
sicken the Associators and break up OUl'campaign, whatever
may be its effect on the enemy. There are some prisoners
on board the enemy's ships at our Capes, that have wrote
to me to procure their release. Amongst the rest Captain
~Mor{.fan, of the Bermuda sloop, tbat carried Mr. Deane to
France, who was returning here with despatcbes and some
goods, and was unfortunately taken near Cape May. I will
send a letter for Captain Hammond, of the Roebuck, open,
to Henry .Fisher, at Lewis-Town, to be sent off by a flag,
in which I shall assure him that we ha ve suffi'red great lllan-
bel's of masters, mates, aI!d men, belonging to merchant ships
taken by our cruisers, to depart without thinking of detain-
ing them for an exchange, and recommend his reJeasing these
people, or he will oblige us to alter that part of our conduct.
As this is strictJy true in a number of instances that have
come under my notice, I hope Congress will approve the
design.

I am, with great regard and esteem, sir, your obedient,
humb1e servant,

I> 1\1,-OBT. .
ORRIS.

The Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of Congress.

ROBERT MORRIS TO THE cmIMIsslOXERS IN FRANCE.
Philadelphia, 21st December, 1776,

GENTLKMEN: I am now the only member of Congress
in this city, unless Mr. Walton, of Georgia, and Mr. Cly-
mer, my colleague, still remain, which I am not sure of. I
cannot pretend to give you a regular detail of oUl' manifold
misfortunes, because my books and papers are all gone into
the country, as is my family. But these unfortunate e\'ents
commenced with the loss of Fort Washington, by the re-
duction of which, the enemy made about two thousand
seven hundred prisoners, fll1d at this critica1time, they, by
treachery, bribery, or accident, intercepted some despatches
from GeneraI Washington to Congress, also some of the
General's pri vate letters, particu1arly one to Mr. Rutledge,
in which he had fully Jaid open the unfortunate situation be
was then involved in, by the short in]istments of our Army;
for the times of most of tbem expired on the 1st of Decem-
ber, aud tbe rest on the 1st of January, when the whole

army would lea \'e him, as they had undergone great fatigue
during the whole of the campaign; had suffered amazingly
by sickness and the approach of winter, added to an appear-
ance of mucb suffering for want of clothes.

All these tbings he stated fully, and the enemy became
possessed of a most authentick account of his real situation.
They determined to take advantage of it, and before Gene-
ral Washington had tillle to make any new arrangements

at Fort Lee, on the west side of the North River, to wbich
he had crossed, with about eight thousand men, a large
body of troops landed above, and another beJow him, so
that he was neal' being enclosed with a force vastJy superi-
our. In this situation, he had nothing left for him, but to
retire directly off the neck of ]and, on which that fort stands,
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leaving behind him fonsiderable baggage and stores, with
most of our large cannon \lnd mortars. He retreated to
IIackensack, and was there in hopes of making a stand,
until the Militia of the cOlin try should come to his assist-
ance, but the vigilance of the enemy did not give him time
for this. They pursued, and he retreated all the way
through the Jerseys to Trenton, and from thence they forced
him across the Delaware, where he still remains, to oppose
their passage across the river.

Lord Cornwallis commanded the British forces in the
Jerseys, until they reached Brunswick, where General
IIowe joined them with reinforcements, and determined to

make his way to this city, without further loss of time.
You may be sure the l.\Iilitia of New-Jersey and this State
were called upon to turn out, and defend their country in
this hour of distress. Alas, our internal enemies had, by
various arts and means, frightened many, disaffected others,
and caused a general languor to prevail over the minds of
almost all men, not before actually engaged in the war.
Many are also exceedingly disaffected with the constitutions
formed for their respective States, so that from one cause or
other, no Jersey Militia turned out to oppose the march of
an enemy through the heart of their country; and it was
with the utmost difficulty that the Associators of this city
could be prevailed on to march against them. At length,
however, it has been effected; they have been up with the
lieneral about two weeks, and the example is ]ikely to pro-
duce its effect in the country, as they are now pretty gene-
ral]y on their march towards Trenton.

Dl1I'ing General Washington's retreat through the Jer-
seys, he wrote for General Lee, who was left to command
on the east side of the North River, with about ten to eleven
thousand men, most of whose in]istments are now expired,
or near it. He obeyed the summons, and brought with
him about three thousand men; with whom he followed
the enemy's rear, but was obliged to make slow marches, as
bis people were in great want of shoes, stockings, and other
necessaries, which he was obliged to collect from the Tories
in the neighbourhood of his route. After be had passed a
place called Chatham, near Elizabethtown, be lodged at a
farm house. Some treacherous villain gave notice to the
enemy, and the General's ill fate, 01' some other cause I am
not acquainted witb, delayed him there, until near ten
o'clock on Friday morning, his army having marched, and
their rear about three miles from bim. when he was sur-
prised by about seventy Light-Horse, who made him pris-
oner, and bore him off in triumpb. This is an event much
to be lamented. . I sincerely pity Lee, and feel for the Joss
my country sustains; his abilities had frequently been im-
mense]y useful; the '.vant of them will be severely felt.

The command of this party devolved on General Sulli-
van, who continued his route, fell in with General Gates,
with five hundred men, returning from the lakes, and both
joined General Washington yesterday. This junction is
what we have long impatiently wished fm, but still I fear
our force is not equal to the task before them, and unless
that task is performed, Philadelphia, nay, I may say Penn-
sylvania, must fall. The task lmcan, is to drive the enemy
out or lVel/I-Jersey, for at present they occu py Brun.Hvick,
Princeton, Trenton, Penny town, BO/'denton, Burlington,
Morristown, Mount Holly, and Haddonfield, having their
main body about Princeton, and strong detachments in all
the other places, it is supposed with a design of attacking
this city, whenever they can cross the Delaware on the ice,
for they have only been kept from it by our sending up the
gondolas and bringing off or destroying all the boats along
the Jersey shore.

You will think the enemy are now in a situation fix us to
attack their scattered parties, and cut them off. This we
tbink too, and are preparing to do it, but it will be a work
of extreine difficulty to get at them; they have excellent
inteJligence of all om motions; we can hardly come at any
certainty about theirs, for LOI"d IIowe and General Howe
issued a proclamation on the :30th of November, offering
pardon to all who should submit within sixty days, and
subscribe a declaration, that tbey wiJl not berea fter bear
arms against the King's troops, nor encourage others to do
it. This bas had a wonderful effect, and all Jersey, or far
the greater part of it, is supp03ed to bave made their sub-
mission, and subscribed the declaration required; those who
do so, of course become om m03t inveterate enemies; tbey

have the means of conveying intelligence, and they avail
themse] ves of it. .

In this perplexing situation of things, the Congress were
informed, this day week, that an advanced party of Ilcssialls
and Highlanders had taken possession of Burlington; that
they were pushing for Cooper's Ferry, opposite the city, and
it was thought had the means of crossing the river. There
were no troops to oppose them; our whole force, Loth by
land and water, was above; it was therefore deemed unsafe
for Congress to remain here, and absolutely necessary that
they should be in a place of safety, where they could delib-
erate coolly and freely witbout intel'fllption, and last Satur-
day they adjourned to Baltimore, where they are now sitting.
This city \ras, for ten days, the greatest scene of distress
that you can conceive; every body but Quakers were re-
moving their families and effects, and now it looks dismal
and melancholy. The Quakers arid their families pretty
generaJly remain; the other inhabitants are principally sick
soldiers, some few effective ones, under General Putnam,
who is come here to throw up lines, and prepare fin' the
defence of the place, if General Washington should be forced
to retreat hither. You may be sure I bave my full share of
trouble on this occasion, but having got my family and books
removed to a place of safety, my mind is more at ease, and
my time is now given up to the pub]ick, although I have
many thousand pounds' worth of effects here, without any
prospect of sa'ving them.

Weare told the British troops are kept from plunder;
but the Hessians and other foreigners, looking upon that as
the right of war, plunder wherever they go, from both Whigs
and Torie~, without distinction, and horrid devastations they
have made on Long-Island, New- York Island, ff71ite-
Plains, and New-Jersey, being the only parts they have yet
set foot on. Should they get this fine city, they will be
satiated, if the ruin of thousands of worthy citizens can
satisfy their avarice.

This is not the only part of t!w Continent that now feels
the weight of their resentment. Genera] Clinton, with from
three to six thousand men, has invaded Rhode-Island, and
it is said has taken possession of it. Whether he will make
any attempt on the main, during this severe, inclement sea-
son, I do not know, but if he does, I hope he may find cause
to repent it.

I must add to this gloomy picture one ~rcumstance, more
distressing than all the rest, because it threatens instant and
total ruin to the American cause, unless some radical cure is
applied, and that speedily; I mean the depreciation of the

Continental currency. The enormous pay of our Army,
the immense expenses at which they are supplied with pro-
visions, clothing, and other necessaries, and, in short, the
extravagance that has prevailed in most departments of the
pnblick service, have called forth prodigious emissions of
paper money, both Continental and ColoniaL Our internal
enemies, who, alas! are Jlumerous and rich, have always
been undermining its value by various artifices, and now that
our distresses are wrought to a pitch by the success and near
approach of the enemy, they speak plainer, and many per-

emptorily refuse to take it at any rate. Those that do re-
ceive it, do it with fear and trembling; and you may judge
of its value, even amongst those, when I tell you that £250

Continental money, or 666 2-3 dollars, is given for a bill of
exchange of £ 100 sterling, sixteen dollars for a ha](.johannes,
two paper dolJars for one of silver, three dollars for a pair of
shoes, twelve dollars for a hat, and so on; a common labourer
asks two dollars a day for his work, and idles balf his time.

All this amounts to real depreciation of the money. The
war must be carried on at an expense proportioned to this
value, which mU:3t inevitably call for immense emissions, and,
of course, still fUrlher depreciations must enSLle. This can
only be prevented by borrowing in the money now in circu-
lation. The attempt is made, and I hope wiJl succeed by
loan or lottery. Tbe present troubles interrupt those meas-
ures here, and as yet I a.m not informed how they go on in
other States, but something more is necessary; force mLlst
be inevitably employed, and I dread to see that day. We
ha ve already calamities sufficient fOl' any country, and the
measure will be full when one part of the Amen:can people
is obliged to dragoon another, at the same time that they
are opposing a most powerful external foe.

For my.part, I see but two chances for relief; one is from
YOll. If tbe Court of France open their eyes to their own

'*'
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interest, and think the commerce of North-America will
compensate them for the expense and evil of a war with
Britain, they may readily create a diversion, and afford us
SUCCOUI'Sthat will change the fate of affairs; but they must
do it soon; our situation is critical, and does not admit of
delay. I do not mean by this that instant submission must
ensue if they do not directly afford us relief; but there is a
great difference between the benefits they will derive from a
commercial connection with this country, in full health and
vigour, and what they can possibly expect, after it is ex-
hausted by repeated efforts during the precarious process of
a tedious war, during which its cities will be destroyed, the
country ravaged, the inhabitants reduced in numbers, plun-
dered of their property, and unable to reap the luxuriant
produce of the finest soil in the world. Neither can they,
after a tedious delay in negotiation, expect that vigorous
assistance from us in prosecutiug the war that they may be
assured of if they join us in its infancy. If they join us
generously in the day of our distress, \vithout attempting
undue advantages because we are so, they will find a grateful
people to promote their future glory and interest with un aba-
ting zeal; and from my knowledge of the commerce of this
country with Europe, I dare assert, that whatever European
Power possesses the preemption of it, must of consequence
become the richest and most potent in Europe. But should
time be lost in tedions negotiations, and succours be withheld,
America must sue for peace from her oppressors.

Our people knew not the hardships and calamities of war
when they so boldly dared Britain to arms. Every man
was then a bold patriot, felt himself equal to'the contest,
and seemed to wish for an opportunity of evincing his prow-
ess; but now, when we are fairly engaged-when death and
ruin stare us in the face, and when nothing but the most
intrepid courage can rescue us from contempt and disgrace,
sorry am I to say it, many of those who were foremost in
noise, shrink, coward-like, from the danger, and are begt6ing
pardon without striking a blow. This, however, is not gen-
eral; but dejection of spirits is an epidemical disease, and
unless some fortunate event or other gives a turn to the dis-
order, in time it may prevail throughout the community.
No event would give that turn so soon as a declaration of
war on the part of Erance against Great Britain; and I
am sure if they Jose this golden opportunity, they will never
have such another.

You will doubtless be surprised that we have not made
better progress \\lith our Navy, because you are unacquainted
with the many difficulties and causes of delay that have en-
countered us. The want of sea-coal for our anchor-smiths
has been a great bar to our progress, the disappointment in
our first attempts to cast cannon has been another, but above
all, we have been hindered by the constant calling out of
our Militia, in a manner that did not admit of the necessary
tradesmen being exempted. You will wonder at this; it
would be a long story to unfold tl~e reasons, therefore suffice
that it is so. Doctor Franklin can inform you of many par-
ticulars respecting the Flying-Cam'p; therefore, I shall give
you the present state of our Navy, according to the best of
my knowledge at this time.

The frigate in New-Hampshire is a very fine ship, com-
pleted in every particular, except the want of cannon, which
was to have been cast in Rhode-Island, but the spirit of pri-
vateering has prevailed so eminently there, that tlWY have
sacrificed every other pursuit to it, both publick and private,
as I am informed; and we have ordered the guns cast in
Connecticut for that frigate to be sent to Portsmouth. As
soon as they arrive, the Raleigh will be manned, and sail
on a crUIse.

At Boston they have also two fine frigates. The Boston,
of twenty-four guns, I expect is at sea before this time, com-
manded by Captain 1UcNeil, a very clever officer. The
other is nearly ready, commanded by Captain ~lanly.

In Rhode-Island were built the t\\'o worst frigates, as I
have been informed by those that have seen the whole.
These two ar.e completely fitted, and were partly manned
when we last heard from them; so that I hope they are now
at sea.

In Connecticut, tbe frigate is said to be a fine ship; but
she cannot get to sea tbis winter for want of cordage and
other stores.

In New- York, two very fine frigates are blocked up by
the enemy, and hauled into Esopus Creek for safety.

At this place, we have four very fine ships. One of them,
the Randolph, Captain Biddle, of twenty-six twelve-pound-
ers, will, I hope, go to sea in company with this letter;
another, tbe Delaware, Captain Alexander, is getting ready,
and I hope will get out this winter. The otber two want
guns, anchors, and men.

At Baltimore, is a fine frigate, now only waiting for an
anchor and men.

Besides these, we have in service, the Alfred, Columbus,
anod Reprisal, ships from sixteen to twenty-four guns, the
brigantines Cabot, Camden, Andrew Doria, and Lexington,
of twelve to sixteen guns; the sloops Providence, Hornet,
Fly, Independence, Sachem; and schooners Wasp, ltlusquito,
and Georgia Packet, all in actual service; and they have
had great success in taking valuable prizes, as imleed ha\re
numbers of privateers from all parts of America. We have
besides, two very fine row-galleys, built here, of ninety feet
keel, but they are not yet rigged; and it has lately been de-
termined by Congress to build some line-of-battle ships, and
at all events to push forward and pay the Utmost attention
to an American Navy.

The greatest encouragement is given to seamen, which
ought to be made known throughout Europe. Their pay
in oUl' Navy is eight dollars pel' month, with the best chance
for prize money that men ever had, and liberty of discharges
after every cruise, if they choose it. In the merchant ser-
vice they now get from thirty to forty dollars per month;
and this leads me to the state of our commerce.

In the Eastern States they are so intent on privateerinO'
tbat they mind little else. However, there is some export~
ation of produce from thence, and as to imports, they are
the best supplied of any part of America, having been sur-
prisingly successful in captures. New-York being in tbe
hands of the enemy, we have nothing to say to it; and the
produce of New-Jersey will be totally consumed by their
army and ours. In this State, (Pennsylvania,) we had last
season the worst crop of wheat ever known, both as to
quantity and quality. This being our staple commodity,
and stores prohi tJited, our merchants have been led to pur-
chase much tobacco in lIfaryland and Virginia, and their
ships arc employed in the export of this article, with some
flour, boards, beeswax, &c. We have a good many im-
ports, but as fast as goods arrive, they are bought up for the
Army, 01' for the use of neighbouring States, and therefore
continue to bear high prices.

The value of shi ps has risen in the same enormous pro-
portion with every thing else, and ships that were deemed
worth £ 1,000 twelve months ago, now sell for £:3,000, or
upwards. E\'ery article belonging to them is also exces-
sively dear, and hard to be got, and the insolence and diffi-
culty of seamen is beyond bearing. In lIfaryland, Virginia
South-Carolina, and Georgia, they have plenty of valnab]~
produce on hand, but no ships to carry it away, and constant
cruisers all along the coast make it very dangerous to send
ships from one port to another; so that look which way you
will, you find us surrounded with difficulties-in the land
service, in the sea service, and in our commerce.

Agriculture and mechanicks have their impediments, by
the inlisting of soldiers, and frequent calls on the .Militia. In
sbort, nothing but the most arduous exertions, and virtuous
conduct in the leaders, seconded by a spirited behaviour in
the Army, and a patient endurance of hardships by the peo-
ple in general, can long support the contest; therefore the
Court of France should strike at once, as they will reap an
immediate harvest. They may sell their manllfi1Ctures fOl'
any price they please to ask; they will get in payment
tobacco, rice, indigo, deer-skins, furs, wheat, flour, iron,
beeswax, lumber, fish, oil, whalebone, pot and pearl ashes,
and various other articles, and, jf they please, here is an
ample field to employ their shipping, and raise seamen for
their Navy.

J will IIOt enter into any detail of our conduct in Con-
gress, but you may depend on this, tbat so long as that
respectahJe body persist in the attempt to execute, as well
as to deliberate on tbeir business, it never will be done as it
ought, and this has been urged many and many a time, by
myself and others, but some of them do not like to part with
power, or to pay others for doing wbat they cannot do them-
selves.

I have Mr. Deane's favour of the 30th of September, to
myself, now before me. The letter by the same convey-
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ance from Martinico, under cover of Mr. Bingham's, I sent
down to the Committee at Baltimore, and wrote them my
mind on the justice of your complaints, for want of intelli-
gence. I had often told it to them before. You know well
I was not put in that Committee to carryon the correspond-
ence, but to find out the conveyances. However, 1 have
been obliged to write all the letters that have been written
for some time past, but as Colonel Lee, Mr. Hooper, and
the Rev. Dr. Witherspoon are now added to the Committee,
I shall excuse myselffrom that task, although I have thought
it proper to give you a just state of our affairs at this time,
because I do not suppose the Committee will be got fairly
together in Baltimore yet, and when they do, it is probable
they may not be fond of laying things before you so fuBy
as I have done. Some of us are of \'ery sanguine complex-
ions, and are too apt to flatter ourselves that things are not
so bad as they appear to be, or that they will soon mend,
&c. Now my notion is, that you, gentlemen Commis-
sioners, should be fairly and fully informed of the true state
of affairs, that you may make a proper use of that knowl-
edge, keeping secret what ought to be so, and promulgating
what should be known.

Doctor Franklin will see this letter, for whose safe arrival
my best wishes have often gone forth; and I embrace this
opportunity of assming him of the high respect and esteem
I entertain for him. I also beg my compliments to Mr.
Lee, if he is with you; tell him I have the commission, in
which he is nominated, ready to send, but it is gone into
the country with my papers, or I would send it by this con-
veyance. My own aftairs necessarily detained me here
after the departure of Congress, and it is well I staid, as I
am obliged to set many things right, that would otherwise
be in the greatest confusion. Indeed, I find iny presence
so very necessary, that I shall remain here until the enemy
drive me away.

I have the honour to be, &c., ROBERT MORRIS.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL M'DOUGALL.

Head-Quarters, Bucks County, 21st December, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I am this evenmg favoured with yours of
the 19th, from Chatham. I not on]y approve of the dispo-
sition you made of the three regiments under Colonel Vase,
because I think it was a very judicious one, but I had, pre-
vious to the receipt of your letter, determined upon exactly
the same plan, and had sent orders to Colouel Vose to halt
at .Morris- Town, that he might afford protection to the wel1-
affected in that neighbourhood, and give spirits to the Mili-
tia. If you find your health such that you cannot take an
active part where you are, or stay there without further
prejudice to it, I would have you return to Peeks-Kill, and
there, in conjunction with General George Clinton, take
charge of that department, as I have ordered General Heath
to join me with as many of the Connecticut and jJ;Jassachu-
sctts Militia as can be spared.

I think, with you, that though your state of health may
require a resignation, that this is not a proper time to make
it; our enemies would probably attribute it to the late unfa-
vourable aspect of our affairs, and therefore I would advise
you to try whether a little rest nlight not contribute to the
cure of a disorder which is general1y brought on by colds
and fatigue.

I am, dear sir, yours, &c.,
.

To Brigadier-General ~McDougall.

Go. WASHINGTON.

ORDERS TO BRIGADIER-GENERAl. MAXWELL.

SIR: Having countermanded the march of the three
Eastern regiments under the command of Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Vase, and directed them to haJt at frlorris- Town, in the
Jerseys, where I am informed that Colonel Ford, at the
head of a body of Militia, has taken post; you are to repair
immediately to that place, and take upon YOll the command,
not only of the above regiments, but of the Militia also,
and therewith to give al1 the protection you can to the
country, and distress to the enemy, by harassing of them in
their quarters, and cutting off their convoys.

You are to be extremely vigilant and watchful to guard
against surprises, and to use every means in Y0ll!'power to
obtain a knowledge of the enemy's nllmbt'rs, situations, and
designs. If at any time you should discover that they are

moving from Brunswick, and that quarter, towards Trcnton,
or the Delaware in other parts, endeavour, if it can be
attempted with a probability of success, to faB upon their
rear, and, if nothing lDore can be done, annoy them in their
march. Every piece of intel1igence which you may think
of importance for me to knolV, communicate it without loss
of time. Keep up the spirits of the Militia as much a'3
possible, and use YOUI' influence with the Eastern regiments
to continue in service after the term for which they stand
engaged expires. If in this you should fail, still keep the
Militia together, and render what service you can with them;
prevent all you can from joining the enemy, and receiving
protections from them, which, from experience, have been
found to afford no reJief /i'om the rapacious, plundering, rav-
ishing soldier.

Give every encouragement and aid to the recruiting ser-
vice; let all those who are engaged in that business, above
the road leading from Trenton to Brunswick, make your
Head-Quarters their place of rendezvous; and that men
may be raised as soon as possible, besides the officers appoint-
ed by the State of New-Jersey for the established regiments,
if you can meet with active, sprightly men, who you think
coulc! raise companies, and are fit to commRnd them after-
wards, you may authorize them to engage men upon the
same terms and for the same time the Continental reoiments
are raised; but then I cannot agree to take tbem into pay,
or be at any expense, ti]] they have got at least firty privates,
besides non-commissioned officers, inlisted. When tbis hap-
pens, and a certificate of it produced to me from you, the
bounty shall be drawn, and the pay of officers and men
commence.

To encourage tbe Captains in this business, they shall
have the nominating of tbeir own subalterns, subject, how-
ever, to my negative, if I find they have made an improper
choice, from local attachments and connections rather tban
publick good. They will be allowed a dolIar and cine-third
for every recruit for whom certificates are obtained. Fix
with the Commissary and Quartermaster upon the modes of
supplying your troops with provisions and necessaries be/ore
you go.

Given at Head-Quarters, in Bucks County, this 21st day
of December, 1776. G UT.. o. n ASHINGTON.
To Brigadier-General Maxwell.

ORDERS TO CARPENTER WHARTON, ESQ., ASSISTANT COM~IIS-

SARY-GENERAL.

SIR: Lay in provisions for twenty thousand men, at the
fo]]owing places, and in the following quantities: At York,
four months; at Lancaster, two ditto; at Mill-Town, ten
days.

Besides the provisions at these places, which are to be
considered as magazines, you should have some deposited
on the roads leading from Lancaster to Winchester, in Vir-
ginia, and from the head of the bay to Alexandria, in the
same State, for the accommodation of the troops in their
march from the Southern Colonies.

You should also so far look round you as to know that
there are in the vicinity of Philadelphia, and in the city
itself, provisionsenough to serve ten thousand men at least
six weeks; but there wi]] be no occasion as yet for large
purchases or large deposits in this quarter. .

Given at Head-Quarters, Bucks County, this 21st Decem-
ber 1776.,

Go. WASHINGTON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.
Head-Quarters, Bucks County, 21st December, 1776.

SIR: I am honoured with your favours of the 7th and
12th of this instant. The first chiefly relates to your wishes
that the troops of the State of Connccticut, whose tim0
expires on the first of January, may, by entreaties and pl'Otll-
ises of reward, be induced to stay beyond their term. Past-
experience has repeatedly convinced us that troops, at the
most favourable season of the year, and well supplied witII
every necessary, cannot be prevailed upon to stay a day
longer than what they engage for. If tbat has been the

case under the circumstances I have mentioned, it cannot
he expected that men worn out with a fatiguing campaign,
and in want of ev~n necessary clothing, at the most inclement
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se~son of the year, will or can stay beyond tlwit' ellgage-
ment. Indeed, except they would inlist anew, or consent
to stay a considerable time, I think tlH'Y bad better go
home as fast as possible; for thereby tbey will have time to
bave refresbed themselves; and when they bave forgot their
fatigue, they will probably inlist again timE\ enough to take
the field in the spring,

I have felt for our unhappy prisoners all that you express
n yours of the 12th, and I have done all in my power to

alleviate their distresses. Colonel ltliles procured a supply
of ei<rIJt thousand dollars from ConO'ress, to be laid out in
nece~saries for them, which I hope \~onld afford them some
relief in that respect; but whether General llowe can
accommodate them better in point of room, I will not deter-
minc, To be sure he cannot safely trust them abroad in a
country which he bas but just taken possession of. I ba ve
already sent in all or most of the prisoners tbat were in tbe
States of Pennsylvania, Jersey, and l11aryland, and made a
demand of such officers in excbange as I tbought were best
entitled to a preference, beginning with those taken at Que-
beck under Generals Montgomery anrl Arnold. But Gen-
eral Ilowe, without paying any regard to my request, sent
out such as best pleased him, or who made the m05t urgent
application. I have remonstrated sbarply upon this head,
and told General Howe, in express terms, tbat unless he
will agree to send out such only as I name, I will not send
any more of his prisoners in; but to this letter I have re-
ceived no answer.

However, that we may lose no time in getting a total
cxchan<Te carried into execution, I would recommend it to
you to ~end all those in your State immediately to the com-
manding officer of the British troops at Rhode-Island;
taking lists of the names, corps, and ranks of the officers,
and number of the privates, which lists .must be certified
and signed by the eldest prisoner officer, and sent in by
him; one of tbese ]ists to be immediately after transmitted
to me, that I may make a demand of an equal number, and
a line should be wrote by you, or some person deputed by
you, to General Howe, desiring him not to send any of our
people out in exchange for them ti]! I make a requisition.

When I reflect upon what our situation in this quarter
will be in ten days from this time, I jm almost led to de-
spair. As I said before, I cannot count upon those troops
whose time is to expire on the first of January, I am then
left with a few Soutbern regiments, almost reduced to noth-
ing by sickness and fatigue, to oppose the main body of

.

General Howe's Army, laying close upon my front, and
most assuredly waiting for the dissolution of our Army to
make as easy a conquest of the Province of Pennsylvania
as they have done of Jersey. I do not find the Militia of
Pennsylvania inclined to give me as much assistance as they
are able to do, were they willing; though I am endeavour-
ing to bring them out by every means, and am making use
of both threats and persuasions to gain my end. I shall
draw the new-inlisted troops together as fast as they can
be collected, armed, and accoutred; bnt much cannot be
expected Ii'om that source for some time. If the four regi-
ments of Militia from your State, and the six thousand men
ordered in by the State of lUassachusetts, shouJd arrive at
Peekskill, General Heath will lHive a much larger body of
mPII than be will have any occasion for at that place; and
I had determined that they should covel' the upper parts of
Jersey; but under my present difficulties, I shall order as
many as can be spared to proceed this far. Tbe necessity
of the times must plead my excuse for calling men so far
from home, and at this season of tbe year, who have an
enemy just landed upon their o\\'n coasts, and have not even
a Continental regiment to assist them; but I trust they will
undertake this cheerfully, when they reflect that they can-
not insure that liberty which tbey have so nobly contended
for, while OUI' common enemy maiutains a ny tooting upon
any part of tbis COllti[Jf)nt.

I have tbe honour to be, &c., Go. \V ASHI~GTO~.

To Governour Trumbull, Connecticut.

~ENER\L WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR COOKE,

Cftmp above Trenton Falls, December 21st, 1776.

SIR: I have been honoured with your favour of the 8th
ill';tant. The loss of Rhode-Island gives me much concern,
though an event that could not be well guarded against. I

am happy tbat most of the stock had been removed, and
wish tbe cannon could ba ve also been brought away, our
want of them being great by reason of our late losses. Not~
witbstanding tbis descent, and tbe intelligrnce of more ships
going down the Sound, I cannot prrsuade myself that the
enemy will attempt any thing capital upon the main; they
will most probably confine themse]ves to the island. But if
they have other views, I trust that the succollrs from the two
neigbbouring ~tatl's, with your own force, wiil be able to
baffle their m05t vigorous effiwts and prel'ent the progress
of their arms. It would give me infinite pleasure if the
silUation of our. affairs in tbis quarter would allow me to
affi)rd you the assistance I could wish; but it will not. All
in my power to do, J have done. Upon the first intelligence
tbat a fleet was going down the Sound with troops on board,
J wrote to Generals Spencer and Arnold to repair to the
eastward, and to pursue such measures as circumstances
should seem to require. :My letter to General Arnold did
not get to hand, owing to the uncertainty of his route, till he
had almost reached this. He sets out to-morrow morning,
amI I doubt not these two gentlemen will render you many
essential services. In respect to the other aid, I cannot give
you. Tbe Delaware now divides our small force from
Gl'neral Howe's Army, a large part of which is cantoned in
the neigbbouring towns, which, from appearances and many
concurring reports, is only waiting an 0ppOI'tunityto pass.
As soon as tbe ice is formed tbey will try to effect it. Gen-
eral Howe's object, beyond all question, is to possess Phila-
delphia; and I could heartily wish there was not too much
grounds for some disagreeable arprehensions on that head.
Without more vigourous exertions on the part of the people
than what have appeared of late, I see but little to prevent
him from accomplisbing his purposes. In tbe course of a
few days, the Jast of this montb, tbe force I now have, by
no means equal to his, will, by the impolicy and fatal system
of short inlistments, be reduced to a mere bandfuJ, unless
the Militia can be prevailed on to give their aid. As 1'ct
but very few, those of the city excepted, ha\-e got in motion,
notwithstanding tbe most pressing solicitations, and apparrnt
intentions of the enemy to invade their State and seize their
capital. How things will turn out, the event must detl'r-
mine; at present the prospect is gloomy.

I have the honour to be, &c., G uro. n ASHJNGTON.
To Governour Cooke, Rhode-Island.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY.

Camp above Trenton Falls, December the 21st, 1776,
.

SIR: J have been honoured with your favour of the 8th
instant. The loss of the is1and of Rhode-Island gives me
much concern, though an event that could not be well
guarded against. I am bappy that most of the stock had
been removed, and wish tbe cannon had been also brou"ht
away, our \vant of 'em, by reason of Olll' great losses, being
great. Notwithstanding this descent, and the inteJligence of
more sbips going down the Sound, I incline to think the
enemy will not attempt any thing capital upon the main;
they wiJl most probably confine themselves to the island.
But if they have other views, I trust that the succom's from the
two neighbouring States, with YOLlrown force, will be able to
baffle them, or prevent the progress of their arms, their most
vigourous efforts. It would give me infinite pJeasure if the
situation of our affilirs in this quarter would allow me to
afford you the assistance I could wish, but it will not. All
in my power to do, I ba\'e done. Upon the first intelligence
that a Aeet was going down the Sound with troops on board,
I wrote to Generals Spencer and Arnold to repair to the
eastward, and to pursue such measures as circumstances
should seem to require. My letter to General Arnold did
not get to hand, owing to the uncertaillty of his route, till
he had almost reached this. He sets out to,rnorrow morn-
ing, and I doubt not these two gentlemen will render YOli
many essential sen'ices. Other aid I call not give you. The
Delaware now only divides our small force fi'om a large part
of General Howe's _Army, cantoned in the neighbouring
towns, 3nd which, from appearances and many concurring
reports, is only waiting an opportunity to pass. As soon 3S
the ice is formed they will try to effect it. General Howe's
object, beyond all doubt, is to possess Philadelpkia; and I
heartily wish there was not too much ground for some dis-
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agreeable apprehensions on that head. Without more vig-
OLUOUSexertions on the part of the people than what have
appeared of late, I see but little t9 prevent him from accom-
plishing his purposes. In the course of a few days, thp last
of this month, the force I now have, by no means equal to
his, will, by the impolicy and fatal system of short inlist-
ments, be reduced to a mere handful, unless the Militia can
be prevailed on to give their aid. As yet but very few,
those of the city excepted, (and who have turned out in a
spirited manner,) have got in motion, notwiths.tanding the
most pressing ... solicitations, and apparent intention of the
enemy to invade their State and seize their capita1. How
things will turn out, the event must determine; at preSellt
the prospect is gloomy.

The distresses of our prisoners in the hands of the enemy
give' me much concern; their suffering3, by all accounts,
are very great. Ever since a cartel was settled between
General Jlowe and myself, I have been endeavouring to
effect an exchange as far as circumstances would admit of;
but my attempts on this head have been attended with but
little success. For the prisoners belonging to the British
Army, and who have heen sent in from Jersey, Pennsylva-
nia, and 1.1laryland, General Howe, or rather his Commis-
sary, has undertaken, of his mere motion, and contrary to
my express requisition, to return a number belonging to us
who were not called for, and whose releasement should ha VI'
been postponed till aftel' that of many others. I have wrote
to General Howe upon the subject, and presume in future
that none will be sent out but those who are named by me.
Tbat tbis business may not remain an object of further delay,
I would take the liberty of recommending that all the pris-
oners in yoUt' State be immediately sent in to the command-
ing officer of the Br'itish troops on Rhode-L~land, taking
two exact lists of the names, corps, and ranks of the officers,
and the number of privates, signed by the officer of the high-
est rank, one to be sent in with him, accompanied by a
line to General Howe, that the particular prisoners belonging
to us, and to be received in exchange, will be required by
me. The other list you will transmit me immediately, that
I may make the requisition.

I have the honour to be, with much respect, sir, YOUI'
most obedient servant, G ' Vo. t ASHINGTON.

To the General Court of Massachusetts-Bay.
[Tne same to the New-Hampshire Convention.]

GENERAL GREENE TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 26th.]

Corel\'s Ferry, December 21st, 1776.

SIR: Although I am far from thinking the American
cause desperate, yet I conceive it to be in a critical situation.
The enemy in the heart of the country; the disaffected
daily increasing; the Continental money losing its currency;
the time for which the troops stand engaged almost ready to
expire; very few inlisted upon the new establishment; the
tide of publick sentiment at a stand, and ready to run through
different channels; the people refusing to su pply the AnIlY,
under various pretences, but evidently from a disaffection to
the cause and to the currency, are combined evils, calcula-
ted to pave the way for General Howe's advances; who,
having cantoned his troops advantageously, stands prepared
to take advantage of those circumstances which, I am sorry
to say, afford him but too favourable a prospect. It is ne-
cessary, in addition to this disagreeable train of evils, that
tbe different corps of officers who are discontented and
unsatisfied, either from a real or supposed injury in their
appointments from the different States, should be reconciled,
that recruiting may go on with spirit, tbat there should be
an augmentation of our force and a larger train of artillery.

EffectuaJIy to remedy those evils, and oppose the enemy;
to put the recruiting service in a fa\'ourabJe train; to estab-
lish the artil1ery and elaboratory upon a proper footinff; to
check the disaffected, and call out assistance; to give a
currency to the Continental money, and form the neces-
sary magazines, greater powers must be lodged in tbe hands
of tbe General than he bas ever yet exercised. It is impos-
sible, in his present situation, and the short time 11e'1Jasto
prepare for the ensuing campaign, for him to be in readiness
so early a~ Genera! Howe will take the field, unless you del-
egate to hun full power to take such measures as he may find
necessary to promote tbe establishment of the new Army.

Time will not admit nor circumstances allow of a reference
to Congress.

Ican see no evil nor danger to the States in delegating
sucb powers to tbe General, reserving to yoursel ves the right
of confirming or repealing the measures. The General should
have power to appoint ofii~ers to inlist at large. This is no
time to be particular about proportions, or attentive to econ-
omy. The measure of our force should be the extent of our
funds.

We have a formidable enemy to oppose, whose progress
can only be checked by a suppriour force; and however
disagreeable the reAections, tbis is a serious truth, that the
present existence of the civil depends upon the military
power. I am no advocate for tbe extensions of military
power; neither would I advise it at present, but from the
fullest conviction of its being absolutely necessary. Re-
member the policy of the Romans, a people as tenacious of
their liberties as any on earth. When their State was iIl,va-
ded, they delegated full powers to exert their whole forces.
The state of war is so uncertain, dependent upon so many
contingencies, a day, nay, an hour, is so important in the
crisis of publick affairs, that it would be folly to wait for
relief from tbe deliberative councils of legislative bodies.
The virtue of the people, at such an hour, is not to be
trusted; and I can assure you that the General will not ex-
ceed his powers, although he may sacrifice the cause. There
never was a man that might be more safely trusted, nor a
time when there was a louder call. If you intend to sup-
port yom independence, you must not be too delicate in tbe
cboice of means.

Examples are daily made by GenerallIowe, of au I' fripnds
who fall in his way, while those who are disaffected to our
cause are suffered to remain in peace and quiet amongst us.
:Many who are now well affected will be induced, from the
risk and danger on the one side, and the apparent security
on the other, to change their sentiments. A discretiomuy
power to punish the disaffiocted is necessary. The Militia
have refused to turn oUt, when there has been the greatest
want of their assistance, and nothiilg but such a power can
ever compel them. If the refusal of the Continental money,
and the withholding of the necessary supplies from the Army,
for want of such a power in the Genera], are to pass unfur-
nished, the one will put it out of our power to pay, and the
other to support, the troops, and consequently must lay the
foundations of all oppositions.

I am, with due respect, your most obedient, humble ser-
vant, NATH. GR~ENE.

GENERAL GREENE TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

Coryell's Ferry, December 21 st, 1776.

DEAR SIR: By your letter to General Washington, I find
the British troops have landed on Rhode-Island. Although
I am sorry my own country shonld be subject to their rav-
ages, yet I rejoice that they are surrounded by a people who
are united, and firmly determined in of1position. You may
be subject to a partial evil, but America cannot fail to reap
the advantage. You think yot! are greatly infested with
Tories and disaffected, but there is but the shadow of disafi:ec-
tion with you to what there is here. The Friends, or Qua-
kers, are almost to a man disaffected. Many have the
effrontery to refuse the Continental currency. This line of
conduct cannot fail of drawing down the resentment of the
people upon them. The fright and disaffection was so great
in the Jerseys, that in our retreat of one hundred and odd
miles, we were never joined by more than a hundred men.
I dare ;ay, had that Army been in New-England, we should
not have been under the necessity of retreating twenty miles.

'Ve are now on the west side of the Delaware, our force,
though small, collected together; but small as it is, I hope
to give the enemy a stroke in a few days. Should fortune
filVOur the attack, perhaps it may put a stop to General
Howe's progress. His ravages in the Jen;eys exceed all de-
scription. Men slaughtered; women ravished; mothers and
daughters ravished in presence of the husbands and sons,
who were obliged to be spectators to their brutal conduct.
I thereby, notwithstanding the general disaffection of a cer-
tain order of people, the Army will fill up. Should that be
the case, nothing is to be feared.

By a vessel just arrived from France, with a valuable
cargo, we learn a French waf is inevitable. Short in list-
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ments has been, in a great measure, the source of al1"the
misfi:Jrtunes that we labour under, though, thank God! but
few to what we at first expected. The Congress, in tbe
infancy of politicks, could not be brou~ht to believe many
serious truths. By attending to speculative principles rather
than rea] life, their maxims in war have been founded in
folly. However, experience ripens judgment, and enables
us to correct many an errour in business that at first we could
nO,tconceive of; and I don't doubt the Congress in time
wi\] be as able politicians in military matters as they are in

. civil government.
The Eastern Delegates made application to General

TVashington fi)f me to come to Rhode-Island, but the Gen-
eral would not consent. He thinks more is to be trusted to
the virtue of your people than to the force of this country.
As the enemy have got {Jossessionof Rhode-Island, and
done aJl the mischief they can, it wilJ not be bad policy
to let them remain in qniet until spring. To attem pt any

against them, unless you are sure of success, will
be a very dangerous manmuvre. 'Tis an endless task to
attempt to covel' all the country. Yon must drive back the
stock from the shores, and make a disposition to cover capital
objects. By too great a division of your force, yon'Jl be inca-
pab]e of making any considerable opposition whenever they
may think propel' to make a descent. But it is my opinion
they will be peaceable if yon will; for, from the best accounts
we can get, they consist of the invalids of the Army. They
may attempt to plunder the shores, but nothing more than
that this winter; for I am confident they ha ve no hopes of
penetrating into the conntry. If they make any descent, it
wi]] be against Providence, to seize the stores and bnrn the
town. This is very probable, as the Tories wil1 endeavour,
in Newport, to spirit them on to such an attempt; but unless
it is already done, you have nothing to fear.

I am told some malicious reports propagated industriously
about me, respecting the loss of the baggage and stores at
Fort Lee. They are as malicious as they are unlrue. I
can briofT very fTood vouchers for my conduct in every in-
stance; ~nd ha;e the satisfaction to have it approved by the
General under whom I serve. Every thing was got off
from tbat place that could be, with the roads and wagons
we bad to move tbe stores with. The evacuation of Fort
Lee was determined upon several days before the enemy
landed above us, and happily all the most valuable stores
were away. The enemy's publication of the cannon-and
stores then taken is a grand falsehood; not an article of
military stores was left there, or nothing worth mentioning.

The Congress have removed to Baltimore. General .':Jpen-
cer and General Arnold are coming to take the command
at Rhode-Island. - Arnold is a fine, spirited fellow, and an
active General. I hope they keep the enemy at bay. My
respects to your family, and all my Providence friends.

Believe me to be, with the greatest respect, your most
obedient and very humble servant,

N ATH. GREENE.

GENERAl. DICKINSON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Yardly's Farm, 21 December, 1776.

SIR: Two persons returned yesterday from tbe Jerseys,
,yho inform me that there is a very great body of the enemy

in and around Brunswick, but they could not ascertain the
number. One of them says they were sending off pl"Ovis-
ions, &c., towards ]'t{ew- York. They made strict inquiry
about boats, bnt could not hear of any preparations of the
kind. .

Another person from Crosswicks informs me that he saw
3 scow and folll' batteaus above the bridge, belonging to
Lewis's Mill, which be should have brought off with a small
party, but tbat there was a guard of one hundred Hessians
posted at the bridge. He is of opinion those boats were not
collected by the enemy, but accidenta]]y left there. A
nc"l'0 fellow, whose master lives in Trenton, wbom [ have
ju~t seen, informs me tbey are building boats at lIenry's

. Mills, a mile from town, and that he was told by the soldiers

there were many boats coming from Brunswick. 'Vhat de-
l(rce of credibility is to be given to this information I will not
dett'rmine. I ha\'e endeavoured to prevail with some intel-
ligent person to go down into Trenton, hut hitherto without
success. If 'tis agreeable to your Excellency, I will offer
flfwen or twenty dollars to a good hand, who will undertake

it, if such a one can be found. People here are extremely
fearful of the inhabitants at Trenton betraying them.

I have delivered your Excellency's message (communi-
cated to me by Colonel Cary) to the pfficers and men within
my department, and hope it will bave the desired effect.

Captain Anderson, with his party, returned yesterday,
with the loss of one man taken, and two or three missing.
Nothing material. The snow hastened his return.

I have the honour to be, your Excellency's most obedient
servant .,

PHILEMON l)lCKINSON.

His Excellency General Washington.

GENERAL HEATH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON".

Paramus, December 21st, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: I have received the honour of yours of
the 16th and 18th instant.

I have the pleasure to acquaint your Excellency that on

the 19th instant, a detacbment of our troops, consisting
partly of Continental troops, and partly of the Militia of
Orange and Ul$ter Counties, having marched down to the

English Neifjhbourhood in the night, deceived the sentinel,
and surprised the out-guard of Colone] Buskirk's regiment
of new-raised troops, took a Sergeant and seventeen men
prisoners, and sixteen new King's muskets, which have been
brought safely to this place; after which they repulsed their
main guard. We lost one man, and the enemy are supposed

to have lost four. I shall order these rascally prisoners under
close confinement.

The same evening, one Mr. Honeywell, of Philipsburgh,
who was lately taken prisoner by the enemy, came from
New- York. He is a gentleman of credit, and one of the
Committee of the town. He informs us that General Howe
is lately returned to New-York, as are the Hessians who
lately went to Rhode Island. But that the British troops
are still there; that there are a great many troops now in
the city; that an embarkation of a body of them is soon to
take place, and that it was supposed that General Howe
was returned on that account; that they talk of making a
movement to Courtlandt's Manor and Pt;ekskil'. This cor-
responds with a line which I lately received, which I take
the liberty to enclose.

I am very glad that your Exce]]ency has thought fit to
order Colonel Vose to remain in the neighbourhood of Chat-
ham. It was highly necessary. A body of the enemy are
at Aquac7canuck, said to be from two hundred and fifty to
foul' hundred, with two pieces of cannon.

I shall march for Peekskill to-morrow morning. General
George Clinton, with about one thousand of the Militia of
Orange and Ulster Counties, ordered out by the Conven-
tion of the State of New- York, is to guard for the present
at this post and the passes of the Highlands on this side of
Hudson's river.

The brigantine which I mentioned in my last to have
sailed fromthe dock at Hackensack,came to anchor about
seven miles below the town; a party of our men went down
and boarded her, and attempted to bring her up, but the
wind being fresh it could not be effected. They then began
to unload her into the boats; seven firkins of butter, one or
t\Vo trunks, some wine, &c., were brought off; and upon
return of the boats a body of the enemy came down, fired
upon, and drove our people off, and took possessionof the
vessel. We took three or four seamen. I had given orders
to the officer, in caseof necessity, to set her on fire, but in
the hurry and confusion he did not do it. She had on board
a great variety of furniture, hay, &c. On opening one of

. the trunks, we find it to contain sundry articles of plate, in-
ventory of which is enclosed. It is said to belong to one
MI'. Yates, and that he is friendly. The same is said as to
the effects which were on board the other vessels; bnt it
seems a little extraordinary that our friends should convey
their fI'easure into tbe hands of our enemies. I did not en-
cumber myself with tbe furniture, as we had not wagons to
fetch it away; but the provisions and liquors I have secured,
and the sails and cordage of the vessels. The plate I shall
deliver into the hands of the Assistant Quartermaster-General.
I solicityour Excellency's opinion and direction respectilJ<T
it. I also found Continental property scattered ill divcr~
houses, and at a store where it was deposited, as I was in-
formed, for tbe enemy, about one hundred and sixty barrels
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of flour. In aQother store, twenty-one barrels of pork, and
in another, about thirty hogsheads of rum, gin, &c. The
last two articles is said to be private property. I have
brought off about one half of it. There are three or four
claimers, one of whom we have in custody. But be the
property whose it may, I thought it my duty to secure it.
The remainder I fear wiII fall into the hands of the enemy,
as we have not teams to secure it. I have sent the flour
and pork to Ramapaugh.

The Colonels of the regiments here are uneasy on account
of the pay of their regiments, as the hazard of getting their
abstracts to your Excellency (one of which has been already
taken) and the money back /i'om the Paymaster is very
great. They request me to lay the matter before your Ex-
cellency, and crave sbme mode of relief.

Upon my arrival at Peekskill, I shall endeavour to make
such a disposition of the troops which I may have the honour
to command, as may appear most expedient to answer the
purposes which your Excellency is pleased to point out, and
hope it wi]] be such as may be approved by you. I sha]]
cheerfu]]y consult and cooperate with General Lincoln in
all matters of importance.

Mr. Honeywell further informs that the talk in New- York
was that Russia, Hanover, and Portugal, would aid Great
Britain; but that they were doubtful of France; tbat they
thought they should greatly distress, but never subdue Amer-
ica; that the great numbers of prisoners in the city and their
extreme sufferings wiJl induce your Exce]]ency to submit to
terms of accommodation; that three rooms in the old City
Hall are fitting up for General Lee, with locks and bars, &c.

I have the honour to be, with great respect and esteem,
your Exce]]ency's most humble servant, W H. . EATH.
His Excellency General Washington.

Invcntory of Sundries takcn at HACKENSACK,zn a large
chest going to NEW-YORK.

December 17th, 1776.

4 French plated candlesticks, with sockets.
1 very large silver tureen.
3 large silver cake-dishes.
3 silver salvers.
I silver beaker, very large.
I pair silver cups.
I pair do. gilt.
I handsome silver branch.
I large handsome silver tankard.
I large silver coffee-pot.
I do. do. butter-boat.
4 sil reI' pickle-stands.
I sugar-dish.
:2 small silver salvers.
I complete silver standish.
4 silver labels for wine.
I large tureen.
I silvel' trowell.
6 sil vel' skewers.
:2 sil vel' beer-cups.
2 do. gilt do.
4 large soup-spoons.
4 gravy do.
8 silver saIts.
8 salt-spoons, and I pair sugar-tongs.
A red case, supposed to contain a silver-plated tea-urn.

The bearer hereof, Mr. Sobriski, is a most staunch friend,
and has suffered much. He was the guide to our detach-
ment that went to English Neighbourhood, and is well
aequainted with all parts of this country, anel is deserving
of notice and respect. UT Hn. EATH.

SIR WILLIAM HOWE TO LORD GEORGE GER~rAIN.

New-York,21st December, 1776,

l'h LORD: Captain Emmerick, who has been very useful
to me in the course of this campaign, will have the honour
of presenting this letter to your Lordship, on his return to
Britain, in order to raise a corps of German Chasseurs.

If your Lordship is p1eased to recommend such a measure
to his Majesty, and it should meet with approbation, I haye

FIFTH SERIE;S.- VOL. III., 85

reason to beJieve the corps would be well commanded by
Captain Emmerick, and can assure that troops of this class
are much wanted, and would render essential services in the
course of the war.

I have the honour to be, your
and most obedient servant,

Lordsbip's most faithful

W. HOWE.

GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL.

At a General Court-Martial, held by order of Major-
General Heath, to try Lieutenant Nowell, of ColonelPres-
cott's regiment, arrested for unlawfully taking seven dollars
in paper currency from a traveller, On the publick road near
Pirammus Church, in tbe evening following the 19th of
instant, Dccember, and such other prisoners as shal be
brought before them. C010nel Wyllys, President.

Members.
Lieut. Co!. Prentice, Capt. Patch,
Major Holdrage, Capt. Wright,
Capt. Petibone, Capt. Mills,
Capt. Sill, Capt. Ealy,
Capt. Derby, Capt. Galop,
Capt. Barns, Capt. Brewster.

Captain Hyde, Judge Advocate.
The prisoner, Lieutenant Nowell, being arraigned to tbe

crime, plead Not guilty.
Benjamin Lee, witness, being produced, under oath saitb,

that John Bm'dan (the traveller from whom Lieutenant
Nowell had taken the money) being asked what he intended
to do with the Rebels, said he intended to kill tbem as fast
as he could; but being stopped, said he would give him any
thing to make up; further, said Lee says he heard the said
Lieutenant Nowell tell said Bardan tbat he might go if he
would give him twenty or twenty-four shillings, and that he
see said Bardan give said Nowell money, and that said
Nowell hurried said Bardan away. Further said Lee saith
not.

George Abbot, a witness, being produced, under oath
saith, Lieutenant Nowell brought John Bardan to Colonel
Prescott's quarters, from whence Benjamin Lee set out
with him to the guard by Lieutenant Nowell's order, but
said Lee came back and told him much the same as the
said Lee has witnessed concerning said Bardan being a
Tory, &c. Further he says, that Bardan offered to' pawn
money until he got somebodi to plead for him, and sup-
poses he meant to deposite it in the hands of the man of the
house, and not give it; but says he did not see any n~oney
given, or hear any thing said about it. Further he saith
not.

Captain Tine Vanzandtz, on oath says, that Bm'dan
came to General Heath's to complain, and said he offered
to give money to Lieutenant Nowell, and did give him
seven dollars to let him go; and further the witness says,.
that Bardan informed the General that he had fifty dollars j

and being searched, no more than forty-three remained,
which, with the seven, made the fifty, and that Bardan
confessed to the Genera], being surprised. He confessed
himself somewhat friendly to Government; and further the
witness saith not.

Major Gray, on oath, agrees with Captain Vanzandts;
and further says, being ordered by General Heath, he went
to Lieutenant Nowell, and asked him whether he had seen
any traveller between his lodgings and the church? Af-
firmed he had not. Being searched, some small change
was found with him, which he declared was all he had;
but on fUt'thersearch, he found six dollars in his pocket, and
that said Nowell appeared in much consternation. Further
the witness saith not.

Adjutant Marsden, on oath, agrees in full with Major
Gray as to examining said Lieutenant Nowell, and findjnO"
the money; and further he saith not.

0

The Court having heard and considered the evidences
maturely, do adjudge the prisoner to be guilty of the crimes
laid to his charge; and do therefore sentence him to be dis-
missed from the Army with infamy, and make restitution of
the one do1lar remaining to the person from which he so
wickedly took them.

SAM'L \VYLLYS, President.
The above senteo.ce is approved of.

W. HEATH,J1. G.
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GENERAL GEORGE CLINTON TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Pyramus, 21st December, 1776,

DEAR SIR: I am this moment favoured with the letter of
your honourable House of the 17th instant. Being sensi-
ble of the importance of tbe passes of the Highlands, the
security of them shall always be my first object, from which
I wilJ not suffer myself for any other consideration, however
specious, to be diverted. The stores taken at Hackensack
are now principaIJy removed to the Highlands 01'Peekskill,
and Genera] Heath, agreeable to orders, proposes marching
with his division to-morrow morning for the latter place.
As this movement of General Heath's will leave the pass
near Sydman's bridge without a man, I pJ'Opose marching
the two regiments I have here to Ramapough and that
place, and to extend my guards and patrolling parties from
thence towards Ringswood and this place. In this way I
will give al1 the protection to the few friends we ha ve in this
quarter in my power, and at the same time scourge our
enemies; but I can't think it would be advisable to continue
these regiments so far advanced as this, as the enemy, who
have a whole hrigade at and near Achquakannock and
Newark, might by a forced march get between us and the
posts we are desired to defend.

The night before last General Parsons and myself, with
five hundred of his troops and mine, set out about dark on
a visit to our friends in the English NeigMourhood, where
we were in«mned Colonel Buskerk's regiment of new levies
and some companies of Light-Infill1try were quartered.
When we came to the first house in the English Neigh-
bourhood, we detached Colonel Woodhull, with two hundred,
to march east of the settlement, through the fields, to the
edge of Bergen woods, to fix guards on the roads leading to
Burdett's and Bull's Ferry, and with the remainder of his
force to come in on the back of the enemy up the highway,
so as to prevent their escape, while we, with the remainder,
marched through the neighbourhood. About break of day
we surprised and took their advanced guard, about a mile
from Bergen woods. At the instant we effected this, and
were about advancing to attack their main body, one of their
horse rode up, and not standing on being challenged, was
fired on by one of our people. This alarmed their party.
They turned out, fired on us; we returned the fire, upon
which they fled, and got off before Colonel Woodhull with
his party, who had a rough march, could reach the main
road. It was however a successfullitt1e expedition. We
took twenty-three prisoners, eighteen excellent muskets, a
wagon and Light-Horse, and killed four 01'five. It might
ha ve been much more so had it not been so exceeding cold,
and the men beat out with the length of the march, which
the road we took was at least twenty-eight miles going. I
have not the least doubt but we should have killed and taken
the whole party, and have cleared Bergen wood of theil'
wood-cutters.

The Militia of the Counties of CIlster and Orange think
it exceeding hard at this time to be called out while those
of other Counties, equally interested in guarding the passes
of the Highlands, are exempted from any part of the duty.
They think one half of tbem, to 'wit, about one thousand,
would be fully competent for the purpose; and considering
the business they were first intended for is now in a great
measure accomplished, I am of their opinion. That number,
I believe. would continue with cheerfulness, If the whole
is kept o~t, though I know they wilJ-they must submit to
it, if desired, it will be with a degree of reluctance. I wish,
therefore, I might have liberty to dismiss one half of them.
I am sure it will be best.

Weare distressed about provisions; how are we to be
supplieo? Who is to be our Commissary?

I am your most obedient servant.

I forO"ot to mention that Fort Lee is demo]ished--'we
were fi~e miles below it-and to inform you that Colonel
Ford, with about five hundred of his Militia, attacked a
much superiollr number of the enemy on the 19th instant,
drove them, killed twenty on the spot, with the loss of three
wounded only.

The enemy's main Army are retreating towards Bruns-
wick. Our people ha ve had several successful skirmishes
with them, and are in high spirits.

To the Hon. Abraham Ten Eyck, Esq., President of the
Convention of the State of New- York, Fishkill.

COLONEL ALLISON TO CAPTAIN JOHNSON.

SIR: I am directed by General Clinton to deliver aU
persons taken up by us, lurking about or in arms, over to the
civil authority; and as the two fellows now under guard are
inhabitants of Ulster County, I have thought it advisable to
deliver them into the custody of Major Johnston, who, if he
is in opinion with me, will send them to the Committee of
your County. You are therefore directerl to take the charge
of conveying them to the commanding officer of your regi-
ment.

Given under my hand, Tappan, December 2] st, 1776.

"VM. ALLISON, Col.
To Captain ltlatthew Johnson.

COLONEL SWARTWOUT TO DR. M'KNIGHT.

Fort Constitution, December 21, ]776.

As we are necessitated for some sa1ts and other medicine
for the use of our regiment, should be glad Dr. Osborn could
be supplied with them.

Your humble servant,
JACOBUS SWARTWOUT, Colonel.

01'. 1UcKnight.

I can make no other demand for the medicine, as it be-
10ngs to tbe new Convention of lVew- York, than to urlTe, 0
tbe Colonel s request may be granted.

CHAS. McKNIGHT,

RESOLVES OF THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

In COjlvenlion of the Representatives for the State of New-York, ~
Fish Kill, December21st, 1776. 5

Whereas the condition of tbis State, invaded and sur-
rounded by numerous enemies, requires tbe constant sitting
of Convention for tbe despatch oftbe publick business: And
whereas the enemy have possessed tbemselves of Long-
Island. Richmond County, and tbe City and County' of
New- York, and it is out of tbe power of tbe Committees of
those Counties to provide for tbe support of tbeir respective
Representatives, who, being driven from their habitations and
deprived of their estates, are the less able to subsist at theil'
own private expense, while they are burthened with the ac-
cumulatt'rl charge of maintaining their families and attending
on the business of the State:

Resolved ther~fore, That this Convention will advance,
on the credit of tbe said respective Counties, the a1Jowances
heretofore given to the Representatives of the said Counties
in Convention, and which are in arrear since the 14th day

of JJIay last, and to the Representatives of the City and
County of New- York, ten shi1Jings per day, respectively;

such allowance to be computed from the time the Conven-
tion removed to the White-Plains.

Resolved, That the said allowances be made on the cer~
tificate of the President 01' Vice-President of the Conven-
tion, or of the Chairman cif the Committee of Safety. And
tbat the Treasurer pay tbe same on such certificate accord-
ingly.

Rcsoll1ed, That the sums allowed and paid to such Rep-
resentatives be charged to the account of the City and

Counties which they respectively represent.

In Convention oCthe Representatives of the State of New-York, ~
December 21st, 1776, 5

"Vhereas, /i'om various inte1Jigence received of the motions
and designs of tbe ,enemy's Arm)', it appears highly proba-
ble that they meditate an attack upon tbe passes of tbe
Highlands, on the east side of Hudson's river: And whereas
the term of the in]istment of the Militi.a under the com-
mand of Brigadier-General George Clinton, which is at
present stationed to defend the pass at Peek's Kill, expires
on the last of this month, and that of great part of the division
commanded by Major-General j~pencer, which is stationed
at North- Castle, on the 28th instant: And whereas his
Excelleney General Washington, by bis Jetter of the 15th
instant, has warmly recommended to tbis State to exert
themselves in procuring temporary supplies of Militia till
the new levies of the Continental Army can be brought into
the field:

Re.wlved, That the whole Militia of the Counties of
TVestchester, Dutchess, and that part of the County of At-
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bany which lies to the southward of Btesen Island, be forth-
with marched to the Nortlt- Castle, in Westchester County,
we11 equipped with arms and ammunition, and furnished
with six days' provisions and blanl~ets, and a pot or camp~
kettle to every six men, exeept sueh men as the Field Offi-
cers of the respective regiments shall judge eannot be called
into service without greatly distressing their families, or who
may be actually engaged in the manufacturing saltpetre, or
of shoes and clotbing for the LIseof the Army.

Resolved, That tbe saill Militia be allowed Continental
pay and rations, and that such men as eannot furnish thmn-
selves with arms, shall be supplied from the publiek stores.

Resolved, That the CoJonels or commanding officers of
the respective regiments be empowered to hire or impress as
many wagons or sleighs as shall be sufficient for transpOl'ting
the baggage of the respective regiments to tbeir p]a~e of
rendezvous.

And whereas a Secret Committee, appointed by the
Convention of this State on the 19th instant, bave, in pursu-
ance of the authority given them, directed a number of vol-
unteers to be raised under the command of Colonels Dubois,
Graham, and Thomas, and Lieutenant-Colonel Hammon,
and Captain Dutcher:

Resolved, That all such volunteers be left under tbe di-
rection and eommand of the officers under whom they have
been respectively engaged, and not marched out with the
body of the Militia.

Resolved, Tbat the said Militia, when called out, shall be
stationed at sucb posts, and obey such orders as they shall
from time reeeive from a Committee for tbat purpose,
to be appointed by a Convention of this State.

Resolved, That Robert R. Livingston, Hem'y Wisner,
and Zephaniah Platt, Esqs., be a Committee for that pur-
pose, and that they be furtber empowered to discbarge from
tbe Militia such mechanicks as tbe publick service or the
necessity of the inhabitants may rende.r expedient.

Resolved, That a Letter be written and sent by express
to General George Clinton, informing him that the Conven-
tion of this State have reason to think tbat the enemy have
in view to penetrate the passes of the Highlands, on the east
side of Hudson'5 river; that the term of inlistment of great
part of the division under the command of Major-General
Spencer expires on the 29th instant, and submitting to his
discretion the propriety of immediately crossing Httdson's
river, with tbe whole, or part of the Militia under bis eom-
mand, to seeure the posts at North- Castle, till such time as
the Militia of Albany, Dutchess, and Westcltester, shall march
to that post, or a proper provision shall be made for defeat-
ing the designs of the enemy.

Resolved, That General Spencer be reqnested to exert
his utmost influence with the troops under his command, to
continue in service until such time as the Militia of this
State shall arrive at tbe post now occupied by bis division.

Resolved, That Colonel Trumbnll, tbe Commissary-Gen-
eral of the Continental Army, and Colonel Huglls, Assist-
ant Quartermaster-GeneraJ, be informed tbat a body of
Militia of this State will marcb to secure tbe post now oc-
cupied by General Spencer, in Westchester County, witb the
utmost despatch, in order that they may make a proper and
timely provision for the accommodation and subsistence of
tbe said Militia.

Resolved, That application be made to Colonel Chevers,
Commissary of Ordnance Stores, for the Joan of as many fire-
locks and cartouch-boxes as may be neeessary to equip such
of tbe said Militia now called into service as may be desti-
tute of the same, and that tbis Convention will indemnify
him for this loan.

Extraet from the Minutes.
ROBT. BENSON, Secretary.

NEW-YORK CONVENTION TO GENERAL GEORGE CLINTON.

December 21, 1776.

SIR: From various intelligence received by the Conven-
tion, they ha~'e great reason to believe that the enemy are
meditating a vigorous expedition against the passes in the
Highlands, on the east of Hu.dson's river, and sundry cir-
cumstances in the operations of tbe disaffected tend to
confirm this apprehension. Those passes will next week be
in a very defenceless situation; the term of the inlistment of
General Spencer's division will then expire, and in all prob-

< oW

ability they wil] retum home. When General Heath, who
has receired orders to cross the river, wiH arril'e at Peek'.1
Kill, is uncertain.

The Convention have for these reasons thought it neces-
sary to call out all the Militia of 1Jlestchester, Dutchess, and
of a11that part of Albany which lies to the southward of
Barn Island, and directed them to march to North- Castle.

As some time will be necessary to colleet and march tbem
to that place, and as there is reason to sllspect that the
enemy mean to take that route, they refer to your diseretion,
if the security of the passes on your side will admit of it,
the propriety of immediately detaching the whole, or part of
your brigade, to secure that post til! such time as the Militia
of Westchester, Dutchess, and of Albany, shal! have arrived
at that plaee, and proper provision made for defeating tbe
design of the enemy.

To Brigadier-General George Clinton.

NEW-YORK CONVENTION TO GENERAL SPENCER.

December 21st.

SIR: From various inte]Jigenee received by the Conven-
tion, there is reason to believe that tbe enemy are meditating
a vigorous attack on the passes in the Highlands, on the
east side of lIudson's ri\'er; for which reason all the Militia
of Westchester, Dutchess, and part of Albany Counties, have
been ordered to march to North-Castle.

The Convention have been informed tbat the terms on
which great part of your division have been inlisted are
nearly expired, and on their quitting tbat post before the
arrival of the Militia would expose those very important
passes to the most imminent danger. The Convention beg
you will exert your utmost influence to detain them till sllch
time as they may be discbarged with less danger and injury
to the American eause.

I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant.
By order.

To Major-General Spencer.

NEW-YORK CONVENTION TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

In Convention of the Representatives of the Slate of N ew-Y ark, {
FishkiJl, December 21,1776. 5

SIR: I am directed by the Convention to make a further
application to Congress on the subject of clotbing for our
levies. The situation of this State is. such that it is impos-
sible for us to get the usual articles necessary for this pur-
pose; and after we had procured at Philadelphia a very
considerable quantity, it was taken by the Committee of
Safety in that city, and applied for the use of their own
soldiery. It gave the Convention great pleasure to learn,
about a montl!ago,that our sisterCoJonyof .L~lassacltusetts-
Bay had been able to proenre materials for clothing their
quota of troops, and that pleasure hath been greatly in-
creased by our information of the capture of clothing for
twelve thousand men by a Continental ship-of-war, and of
the arrival of a vessel from France with a large assortment
of clothing on aceount of Congress. As there is not any
one State in America whicb has suffered so severely as J.Vew-
York in the present war, as there is not one whose com-
mercial resources have been so entirely cut off, we submit
it to Congress whetber she ought not to have a particular
attention in tbe distribution of those articles which belong to
the United States, and which by no care or industry can be
proeured on her separate account. In a word, sir, I am
directed by the Convention to assure Congress that they are
of opinion our regiments will be speedily filled, if we can get
any tiring to cover them; and that without clothes they
cannot possibly get troops. General l1[orn's, who is direct-
ed to repair to Congress, is charged with this lettel', and
instructed to urge for their answer.

I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient, very
humble servant.

By order: AB'M TEN BROECK, President.

To tbe Hon. John Hancock, Esq.

NEW-YORK CONVENTION TO GENERAL lIJIFFLIN.

In Convention for the State of New-York, ~
Fishkill, December 21, 1776. S

SIR: The Convention of this State have reeei\'ed inform-
ation that a quantity of goods proper for clothing the Conti-
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nental troops, are now at Fairfield, in Connecticut, under the
care of Mr. Thaddeus Burr, and that those goods are your
property. The levies raising in this State will probably
be soon completed, if it were in our power to give the re-
cruits their clothing. You are sensible, sir, tbat this State,
by tbe loss of the sea-ports, ha ve been whoUy deprived of
the means of importation. Tbey, tberefore, embrace the
earliest opportunity of attending to this necessary object, and
directed their State Commissary to purchase in other States
such as were to be found. He was so far successful as to
obtain a quantity in Philadelphia, which we are since in-
formed have been expended for the use of the troops imbodied
to the southward. Weare much distressed by this disap-
pointment, seeing that no resource is left but from the goods
belonging to you; for though we have written to Congress
with great importunity on this subject, we are very appre-
hensive that in the present critical state of the military
operations, we cannot depend on their immediate assistance.
I am, therefore, directed to request that you will be pleased
to order Mr. Burr to deliver the goods in his possession to
the agent of this Convention, for which we will readily pay
you a reasonable. price. .

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient
servant.

By order:

:Major-General ltlijJlin.

An'l\I TEN BROECK:,President.

NEW-YORK CONVENTION TO GENERAL HOWE.

In Convention of the State of New-York, ?
at Fishkill, December 21st, 1776. S

Sm: On the application of the Rev. Mr. Inglis, and
Messrs. Philip L Livingston and John Moore, who came
up the ri~'er protected by a flag from your Excellency to
the Convention of this State, ha ve consented to permit their
ladies, with their f.'lmilies and effects, to go to New- York.
Mrs. Bruce, and Mrs. Lake and her daughters, have ob-
tained the like indlll~ence. Messrs. Miles Sherbrook and
Alexander Wallace have license to proceed to New- York,
to take the necessary care of their families and property.
In order to give those ladies and gentlemen full protection,
we have sent Major NicholasFish, under the sanctionof a
flag, to see them safe to New- York. As that gentleman may
have it in his power to facilitate the removal of the families
and effects of some of tbe subjects of this State, we have not
the least doubt, sir, of your permission to him to bring out
witb him those women and children, with their property, of
whom he will do himself the honour to inform YOIl.

I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant

To his Excellency General Howe; and in his absence, the
Commanding Officer of the City of Ntw- York.

[WILLIAM DUER] TO NEW-YORK DELEGATES IN CONGRESS.,
[Without date.]

GENTLEMEN: I am directed by Convention to represent
to you the difficulties that this State will labour under in
procuring c10thing fot, the troops they were to raise. Owing
principally to the great supplies that have been all along
drawn from here for the Northern and Eastern armies, more
particularly for the first; to the removal of our merchants,
who have for the most part car.ried their stores with them,
out of this State; to the loss of Long- Island and New- York;
to the wants of the inhabitants who are drawn from thence,
and tbe stoppage of the only port by which we might hope
to obtain them,-the Convention are fully persuaded that
they will not only be unable to supply the Army, bm that
their own poor will be greatly distressed for want of neces-
saries, more especially as tbe few goods that remained bave
been purchased up by General Schuyler, agreeable to the
directions of Congress, and are now in the Continental store
at Albany. To these they cannot help setting up some
claim, though perhaps it may be founded more in sheer ne-
cessity than their right. May request you, therefore, to lay
these facts before Congress, and to obtain tbeir leave to
apply a part of them to the clotbing of our men, asslll'ing
them at the same time that no means will be Jeft unessayed
to make our demand on the Continental store as small as
possible.

Enclosed you have some resolutions relative to the hides
of ca ttle killed for the use of the Army. We wish you to

urge this matter with Congress as soon as possible. Our
distresses are inconceivably great for want of that article,
shoes having within this two months doubled in their price.
Tbe Convention have no doubt that that measure will meet
with the approbation of Congress, not only from the pleasure
they take in relieving the distressed, but because it will be
a saving to them of near two dollars; since, be~ause dam-
aged for want of proper care, or for some other reason
unknown to the Convention, they are sold by the Deputy
Commissary in the Northern department, to people out of
this State, on contract, for ten shillings apiece, when they
are, or would, if properly preserved, be at least worth three
dollars at Albany. At tbe same time, I must inJorm you
that notbing can be effectually done unless a particular
charge is given to the Deputy Quartermaster to afford every
nece~sary assistance in preserving and transporting them
across the lake.

I am, &c.

JOS. TRUMBULL TO GOVERNOUR TRU)lBULL.

Fishkills, 21st December, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR : Yours of ~th instant is now before me.'
I hope tbe battalions for immediate service will be here soon.
The inlistments go on very well; much better than last year.
The inducements are great, the clothing especially, in this
weather, to naked men. I hope the Colony are well pre-
pared for that part of the encouragements. Brother Jon-
athan, I suppose, is at home by this time. Brother Jack
passed Easton some days ago, with General Gates. Is now
at Head-Quarters. Barnard, mrrider, returned this morning
from Head-Quarters, opposite Trentown. By letters f!'OID
the General and others to Convention here, and to myself,
I find things wear a much better face that way than they
ha~'e done, and that General Howe is retiring back to New-
York, finding it impossible to cross Delaware. The Jerseys
have been dispirited and discouraged, but they begin to
come again to themsel ves. General Heath has been down
to Hackensack and be]ow, and bas taken very considerable
stores, &c., and is on the enemy's rear. General rVashing-
ton is apprehensive the enemy's march, as if retreating, may
be a feint, and is guarding against a surprise. He is pretty
strongly reinforced from Pennsylvania, ]}Iaryland, and Vir-
ginia, and. troops are coming over from Carolina.

I have the General's leave to retire to Hartford for the
winter. I shall set off in the course of all next week, by
which time I expect to have finished my matters here, and
to hear further fl'OD1Head-Quarters and Congress.

I am, honoured sir, your dutiful son,
Jos. TRUMBULL.

I wish Mr. Philb'ps, of Rhode-Island, my Deputy, may
ha ve leave to carry pork and beef out of your State to that
for the Army there, as .the salt is ,there, and the driving
there may save transportation.

Governour Trumbull.

RICHARD VARTCK TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 14th Junuary, 1777: Referred to Board of War.]

Saratoga, December 21st, 1776.

SIR: I do myself the honour to enclose you an exact
return of the state of the garrisons at Tyconderoga, i110unt
Independence, and Fort George, abstracted from the muster-
rolls of the several companies of the battalions stationed
at those posts. The muster-rolls I will send down hy tbe
speediest safe conveyance. Tbe Congress will observe, tbat
though the strength of the garrisons at Tyconderoga and
.Mount Independence (as appeal's from tbe return) amounts
to two thousand three hundred and eighty-four, including
commissioned and non-commissioned officers, and includinrr
two hundred and ninety-six returned as sick, yet that a great
part of those who are returned as ha ving appeared at mus-
ter, we!'e unfit for duty, and scarcely able to bea!' the fatigue
of being a few minutes on tbe parade.

I thougbt it needless to mention in the muster-rolls or
return, the terms for which the troops were engaged, as I
supposed the Congl'ess was fully acquainted with this mat-
tel'; I shall only mention that most of the inlistmenls expim
on the 31st instant, and 4th, 5th, and 9th January.

The muster-rolls of the commissioned officers a!'e not so
accurate as the articles of wal' require, the officers command-
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ing battalions not having it in their power strictly to comply
therewith.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient
and very humble servant, RICH'D VARICK.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the
honourable the Continental Congress.

GENERAL HERCHKEHIER TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.
Canajoharry District,December 21,1776.

HONOURABLEGENTLEMEN: The petition of your peti-
tioners humbly sheweth, that whereas a certain case of mili-
tary proceedings in General Herchkeimer's brigade was taken
before the Committee of this County, and countermanded,
whereby we, a5 well as part of the publick are aggrieved,
we are urged to appeal to your honourable Board for relief.
The true circumstances of the case are as foHows, viz:
John Kayser, of New-Gcrmantou'n, in Palentine district, a
Captain of a company of Militia in Colonel Jacob Klock's
battalion, of Gen. Nichulas Herchkeimer's brigade, some time
ago, by a vacancy of a corporalship in his company through

'his corporal's inlisting as a Rangel', appointed and ordered
John Remersnider, son of Henry Remersnider, of New-
Germantown aforesaid, to be a corporal in the other's stead;
which order was refused by both Remersniders, the father
and son, under the pretence aJleged by the father that bis
son was a miller, and therefore exempted of such military
duties by law, according to tbe acts for tbe Militia of the
State of New- York; but as it was weH known, not only to
tbe Captain, to bis subalterns, and to the company, but to
the whole neighbourhood, that tlie father, Henry Rema-
snider afore.said, who bas an old ragged mill in the neigh-
bourhood, m09t always out out of order, has constantly been
the miller himself wben the miH was fit, and had water to
grind, being but a small stream to it,-the said Captain
therefore, considering the scheme of the old man in regard
to the publick, put the lawful fine, agreeable to the Militia
rules, upon tbe said John Remersnider, for refusing to accept
and serve as a corporal; and upon stiH refusing of both Rem-
ersniders to pay the said fine, the Captain proceeded further
in the recovery of the same, and distrained him. The
fa.ther hearing of being distrained, threatened that if any man
would come upon his ground in order to distrain for that
purpose, he would kiH him. Therefore the sergeant thought
proper to take assistance along with him, to execute his
office. It is true the father may be a man of sixty-odd
years of age, and is exempt thereby of training, but yet of
a hearty and strong constitution, weH able to tend his miH,
and truly uetter than the son, who has no knowledge of it, and
almost never before tended the mill, nor yet, but at the time
when the Captain calls a training. The father often before
declared, tbat if one applied to him for the loan of horses or
in other farming business, he had nothing to say in it; that
his son was the farmer, and he had to dispose of such things.
The father and son further, after the last voting of officers for
that company aforesaid, said that if tbe son had been chosen
an EnsiO'n, he would have treated the electors, and provided
the colo~rs at his own co~t; but for a private the father said
he should not train. All these circumstances here related,
and more in behalf of the said proceedings when caHed upon,
can be proved by evidence. The said father, seeing that
his scheme would not be :JCcepted by the Captain, nor his
will obtained, made then application to the Committee of
this County, with the complaint that his son being a miller,
was unjustly fined and prosecuted. The Committee upon
such complaint, without hearing of one of the evidences in
the Captain's behalf, resolved that tbe said John Remer-
snide,.. shaH be exempted from military duty, except in inva-
sions, pursuant to the eleventb artiele of the Militia, and also
that tbe fine recovered by the Captain for sucb refusal, save
as above-mentioned, shaH he rendered by the said Captain
to the said John Remersnider. Considering this resolve of
the Committee, and the proceedings thereof, we thought we
were in duty bound to resent it as a grievance and imposi-
tion upon the officers of Militia of every rank, which wi!!
disturb the service in general, and in particular the company
of said Captain Kayser, whicb, as we are informed, will
take the same privi!ege, and not training, in case this John
Remersnider shaH be free through a deceitful scheme.
Therefore, hoping that the rules and regulations of the l\1ili.

tia are not made, nor intended to be understood, explained,
taken in deceit particularly or to the fraud of the publick,
we, the superiour officers, who are resolved and willing to
sen'e our country faithfully, and to bave the Militia under
our command ruled impartiaHy, find oursel ves aggrieved, and
beg that your honourable Board would look into the case
maturely and procure that justice may be done to the offi-
cers as well as to privates. We don't doubt that in par-
ticular the proceedings of the said Captain Kay.~er will be
approved to be just and lawful, and therefore the above-
mentioned resolve of the Committee recalled.

We could add some other instances of like cases of fines
tried by tbe Committee, and the resolutions thereof by them
determined, which at most causeth a disrespect of their offi-
cers and discollJ'tesy. The latter without prescription to
your honourable Board. We would that any Militia case
should be tried by a Court-lUartial; and if one should think
himself aggrieved, might apply to the Field Officers, and so
on by degrees to the Brigadier-Generals, for a just inquiry and
determination of the matter. If such an appeal to the
Committee for every cllse tried by officers is aHowed to the
Militia, they !llways wiH run there for relief, and the trust
reposed in us appears to be checked, and our authority
void.

We remain!
ever pray, &c.
ble servants,

with respect, your humble petitioners, for
Honourable gentlemen, your obedient hum-

NICHOLAS HERCHKEBfER, Brig. Gen'l.
EBENEZER Cox, Colonel.
JACOBKLOCH, Colonel.

MEMORIAL OF HENRY VAN SCHAACK.

To the Honourable JONATHANTRUMBULL,Esq., Governour
and Commander-in-Chief in and over the State of Con-
necticut.

The Memorial of HENRY V ANSCHAACK,Esq., of the Dis-
trict of KINDERHOOK, most humbly sheweth :

That your memorialist, in conformity to his engagements,
returned to the State of Connecticut some days ago, with-
out any restrictions on his conduct from those who are the
occasion of his being your Honour's prisoner. That your
memorialist left his family at the time his p\'(~sence was most
essentially necessary, on account of his father's death and
the very bad state of bis wife's health. That the extensive
concerns of your memorialist's father, and other domestick
concerns, makes it necessary that he should have it in his
power to have frequent personal intercourse with the beirs
and executors of his said late father. That in order to ob-
tain an indulgence of so much consequence to his aged
mother, and all her offspring, he begs leave, with all due
respect, to propose entering into a parole, herewith shown
to your Honour, subjecting the same to such alterations as
may be prescribed. Tbat in case this mode of security
should not be approved of, Yo\ll' Honour's memorialist hum-
bly begs leave to propose pecuniary co1Jateral security, to
any amount that can in reason be required, that he shall be
forthcoming. in the State of Connecticut at any time and
place your Honour may please to direct.

Your memorialist, for the urgent reasons above assigned,
prays that your Honour will be pleased in your wisdom to
take the peculiar situation of an aged parent and her large
family into consideration; but more particularly that of his
wife, whose weak frame is tottering under the weight and
pressure of a number of incidents too tedious to particularize,
at the time when your Honour's attention must necessarily
be taken up in matters of great magnitude to the publick.

And your Honour's memorialist, in duty, as well as incli-
nation, will ever pray, &c., fI V S. . CHAACK.

Midd!etown, 21st December, 1776.

PETITION OF ROBERT R. WADDELL AND SAMUEL BURLING.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR: \Ve the subscribers, your
humble petitioners, having been informed that we are not
to be included in the permission to return home, now agreed
to be given by your Honour and the honourable Council
to the gentlemen belonging to Nf1v- York, who were taken
up on suspicion, and sent with us into this State, amI that
the reason why we are not permitted the same_ indul;5ence
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is on account of an j1ccusation brought against us of some
improper behaviour on the 30th of Jast month, we beg leave
to acquaint yom Honour that we do not pretend to justify
our conduct at that time, but your Honour may rest assured,
that whatever improprieties happened that night were occa-
sioned by our being in liquor, and not with any design or

- intention of offending your Honour, or any of the gentlemen
in authority.

We are very sensible, ana acknowledge with gratitude,
the inaulgences your Honour has shown us since we have
been in this State. On that account we are extremely con-
cerned that this unfortunate affair has happened, and we are
ready and willing to make any concession your Honour may
think proper. We hope your Honour and the honourable
Council will reconsider our case, and grant us the same in-
dulgence which your Honour has been pleased to allow the
other gentlemen in our situation, and which is so absolutely
necessary to our private affairs.

Weare, with the greatest respect, your Honour's most
obedient, humble servants, R R WOBT. . ADDELL,

SAMUEL BURLING.
Middletown, 21st December, 1776.

To the Hon. Jonathan Tmmbull, Esq., Go\'ernour in chief
in and over the State of Connecticut.

PAROLE OF BENJAMIN WHITEHEAD AND OTHF.RS.

Wbereas we, tbe subscribers, of the City and Province
of New- York, bave for some time past resided at JJliddle-
town, in the State of Connecticut, being apprehended and
sent thither by his Excellency General Washington, as
persons suspected of disaffection to the Unitp-d States of
America; and whet'eas, upon our application, his Honour
Jonathan Tru.mbull, Esq., Governour of said State of Con-
necticut, hath permitted us to return to our families in New-
York, and reside there till otherwise ordered, we do hereby
pledge our faith and word of bonour to said CJovernour
Trumbull, that we will neither bear arms, nor excite or en-
courage others to bear arms, against this or any of the United
States of America, and that we will not do or say any thing
in prejudice of the interest or measures of this or any of said
United States; that we will give no inteJligence to tbe ene-
mies of said States of any of the counsels, operations of war,
or other transactions of this or any of said States; and that
we will return to any place in this State, when required by
his Honour Governour Trumbull, the General Assemb]y of
Connecticut, or bis ExceJlency the General of the Armies
of the United States for the time being.

In witness whereof, we ha ve hereunto set out hands, this
21st day of December, A. D. 1776.

BENJA'N \V HITEHEAD,
RICHARD BETTS,
GEORGE HEWLETT.

HENRY NEWMAN TO ;\IASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR.

Providence, 21st December, 1776.

SIR: On my arriral here, my determination was to com-
ply with my instructions from the Board of War as fuJly as
possible. I accordingly applied to Captain JJlelvill, who
delivererl the articles he had received, which he has a receipt
for, and are now in my possession; also one hundred and
seven pounds sixteen shillings, for which I expect to account.
The provisions remain in the same stores I fi)l1lld them in.
I ha ve taken an offi<;:ein a convenient place for the business,
and have applied to many of the principal people of trade
in this plaee for such articles as are necessary for the sub-
sistence of the Atmy, but found them \'ery scarce and diffi-
cult to be obtained; upon which I wrote an advertisement
for this day's paper, for such articles as are unsupplied by
the Board, the result of which the next week will determine.
I applied to the Commissary for this State (who at present
supplies the JJlassachusetts Army) for information where
to get the necessary articles. He informed he found it
impossible to get all the articles specified in the establish-
ment, and was obliged to substitute rum and molasses in-
stead of beer and cider, and chocolate and coffee instead
of milk, the latter being fire pence per pint, and not a suf-
tiC'iency at that price. He made me an offer of eight
hllndreo or one thousand bushels of peas, at ten shiJlings
per bushel, which, tbough very dear, I would have taken,

but he refusing an order on the Board, on account of its
being inconvenient, I was obliged to decline. There is now
in the stores a quantity of fresh beef, which must be deliv-
ered some time next week, which, excepting the bread, is
the only article we have at present to deliver. The pork
is so bad, I aT\l confirlently informed the soldiers will not
take it. Captain ]}lellvill has assisted me all in his power.
There are two young men belonging to his company who
appear to be acquainted with the business, and I believe
would make very good assistants to \vlwever llIay officiate
as Commissary, which berth I must beg Icave to resign, as
I think it will be more for tbe interest of tbe State to appoint
somebody more acquainted witb the business than I am.
This, with severa! reasons tbat did not appe?r when T ac-
cepted, induces me to this request; in compliance with
wbich, as soon as may be convenient, the Board will add
to the obligation I am already under for tbe honour conferred
in tbe appointment.

I am, with great respect, your humble servant,
HENRY NEWMAN.

To Samuel Phips Savage, Esq., President of the Board of
War.

JOHN PUOUD TO COMMODORE HOPKINS.

Bedford, Decpmber 21st, 1776.

SIR: Mr. Leonard Jarvis being in Boston, I have the
pleasure of informing you of tbe safe arrival into tbis port
of the Alfred's valuable prize-ship. She got in last evening.
Early th,is morning I despatched an express to Mr. Jarvis,
to acquaint him of tbis good intelligence, that necessary
measures may be taken for the security of her cargo. Mr.
Bucklin, the mate of tbe ship, will soon be in Providence,
who can give you an account of her loading.

I am, in Mr. Leonard Jarvis's behalf, most respectfully,
your humble servant, JOHN PROUD.
Esek Hopkins, in Providence.

I expect to see Mr. Jarvis, or receive his directions about
the ship, l"tlonday night.

JAMES BOWDOIN TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Referred to the Board of'Var.]

Boston, December 21st, 1776.

SIR: I lately informed you that Monsieur Fanieul, and
a number of French gentlemen, bad arrived here ii'om Cape
Fran90is, to offer their services in the Army of the United
States. Two of them proceeded from hence with the letter
since which a petition of theirs to our General Court ha~
been sent to you, for the consideration and determination of
Congress. lVIr.Fanieul being engaged much in this matter,
and having some proposals to make to Congress, intends
set1ing out for Philadelphia in a few oays, and it is in con-
sequence of his request I have the honour of transmitting to
you this letter, to introduce him to you for that pmpose.

The posts, ever since the new regulation took place, bave
been, and continue, very irregular, and bave answered no
purpose of intelligence from the Army, nor of quick com-
munication between the several States and with Conrrress
which, in times like the present, are highly necessary: ami
to effect which was the reason of tbat regulation. It is of
great importance that this business sbould be put on such a
footing as to answer effectually the end intended.

I am, with great esteem, sir, your most obedient, bumble
servant, JAMES BOWDOIN.

To (he Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Conti-
nental Congress.

GOVF.RNOUR OF VIRGINIA TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Williamsburgh, December 22d, 1776.

SIR: T do myself the honour to transmit to you the en-
closed resolutions, and beg leave to assllre YOUI'Province of
the most cordial cooperation of Virginia in every measure
for your particular safety and the general interest of Amer-
Ica.

I am, sit', your most obedient servant,
P. HENRY,Jr.

The Hon. Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, President of the
Council of Safdy, Maryland.
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In the House of Delegates, December 21st, 1776.
VIRGINIA.

It being of the utmost importance that the nine Battal-
ions heretofore raised within this Commonwealth and now
in Continental service, should be completed, and the six
new Battalions for the same service, as well as the three Bat-
talions on the pay of the Commonwealth, raised with all
possible expedition:

Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to the J us-
tices, tbe Members of tbe County Committees, tbe Militia
Officers, and the other good people of tbis CommonweaJth,
to use their best endeavours'to f()rward and encouraae the
recruiting service, upon which the safety and happi~ess of
their c.ountry so much depends.

And whereas the present imminent danger of America,
and tbe ruin and misery which threatens the good people of
tbis CommonweaJth and their posterity, calls for the utmost
exertions of our strength, and 'tis become necessary for tbe
preservation of tbe State that additional powers be given to
tbe Governour and Council during a limited time, for tbe
more speedy execution of the most vigorous and effectual
measures, to repel the invasions of the enemy:

Resolved therefore, That the Governour be, and he is
hereby, fully authorized and empowered, by and with tbe
advice and consent of the Privy Council, from henc.eforward,
until ten days next after tbe first meeting of the General
Assembly, to carry into execution such requisitions as may
be made to this Commonwealth by the American Congress,
for tbe plll'pose of encountering or repelling the enemy, to
order the three Battalions on the pay of tbe Commonwealth
to march, if necessary, to join the Continental Army, or to
the assistance of any of our States; to call forth any and
such greater military forces they shall judge necessary,
either by imbodying and arranging Companies or Regiments
of Volunteers, or by raising additional Battalions, appointing
and commissioning tbeir proper officers, and to direct tbeir
operations within this Commonwealth, under tbe command
of tbe Continental Generals, or other officers, accordinlr to
their respective ranks, or order them to march, to join °and
act in concert with the Continental Army, or the troops of
any of the United American States, and to provide for their
pay, supply of provisions, arms, and other necessaries, at the
charge of tbis Commonwealth, by drawing on the Treasurer
for the money wbich may be necessary from time to time;
and the said Treasurer is authorized to pay sucb warrants
out of any publick money which may be in his hands, and
the General Assembly will, at their next session, make ample
provision for any deficiency which may happen. But tbis
departure from the constitution of Government, beina in
this instance founded only on the most evident and ur7rent
necessity, ought not hereafter to be drawn into precede~.

Resolved also, That the Governour be desired to trans-
mit by express, copies of these Resolves to the American
Congress, and to the neighbouring States of Maryland and
North- Carolina, to satisfy them that we are exertinrr our-
sel ves in defending the liberties of America. °

Resolved, That our Delegates be instructed to recom-
Illend to the consideration of Congress whether it may not
be necessary and expedient, in tbe present dangerous and
critical situation of America, in order to give vigour, expe-
dition, and secrecy to our military measures, to invest tbe
Commander-in-Cbief of the American forces with more
ample and extensive power for conducting the operations of
the war; and that they will earnestly exbort the different
Legislatures of the United American States to adopt the
most speedy and effectual metbods for calling their ~Iilitia
force into action and cooperating with the Generals of the
American Armies.

JOHN TAZEWELL,

Clerk of the House of Delegates.
Agreed to by the Senate.

J. PENDLETON, C. S.

PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO THE PRESIDENT OF

CONGRESS.

[Read 26th December.]

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, 22d December, 1776.

SIR : We have received fromMI'. IIenry Fisher the en-
closed papers, wherein it appears that a certain John If/i!-
bank, at Lewis- Town, a person in several important publick
stations, endea \'ouring to enforce submission to Great Brit-

ain. As he is not resident of this State, nor a subject of the
same, we conceived it to be our duty to give you this inform-
ation, as it is of great importance that severe examples be
made of sucb traitors. A spirited 6xertion of the powers of
the United States to apprehend such, when the enemy is in
their neighbourhood, will gi\'e spirit to our friends, and di5-
courage our enemies from making an open declaration of
their principles.

Bv order of Council:.
DAVID RITTENHOUSE, Vice President.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq.

l'ENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO THE PRESIDENT OF

CONGRESS.

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, December 22d, ]776.

SIR: The Council this day received tbe enclosed letters
from Ticonderoga. Their contents are so melancholy and
important that we think it our duty to transmit them to you
without delay. America has suffered more from herself
~han her en~mies, and until a tborough reform can take place
III the several departments, opposition will be vain. While
more offices and a greater share of the publick business are
heaped upon the same person than he can possibly attend to,
the fault is not his if they are but indifferently executed.

It is the most important matter which can at this rime
attract the attention of Congress, and we hope to meet with
their indulgence when we press it upon them. A few
na~ed, sickly, and il!-attended troops, must fall a prey to
theIr own dIstresses, If not to the enemy. The blessing of
Heaven can scarcely be expected to attend a cause, how-
ever good, while the men who expose their lives in support
of it, are so il1 rewarded.

I have the honour to be, by order of Counci], sir, your
very humble servant, D R V. P 'AVID ITTENHOUSE,. t.

Ticonderoga, December 4, 1776.

SIR: I received yours, as President to the Council of
Safety, by Captain Fishbourn, complainina tbat the sol-
diers was not paid. I cannot answer fot any neglect of
that sort before I had the regiment. I very well know that
all the sick was discharged from tbe general bospital by the
Doctors, as unfit 1<)1'service, said to be by General Gates's
orders, which tbe General positively denies. I have ordered
an advertisement in the papers, setting forth the mistake of
their being discharged, and that they shall be paid all that's
due them. Is it not very extraordinary, that Messrs. frlease
Sf Cal~well will not let us know what the soldiers is to pay
for tllelr clothes, &c., and that one half of the wages is
stopped, now almost for a year? How is it possible the
men should have justice done them, when the pay is with-
held by all tbe Paymasters, by lUcase Sf Caldwell's orders?
Even the half-pay that's received, is very latelv, for want
of cash. Pray now, who is in fault? W e hav~ enough to
answer for from am own neglect, but if the soldiers have just
cause of complaint, which I aver th~y have, let the saddle
be put on the horse it belongs to. Fair play is a jewel.

For al1 this Army at this place, which did consist of
twelve or thirteen thousand men, sick and wel1, no more tban
nine bundred pair of shoes have been sent. One third at
least of the poor wretches is now barefoot, and in this con-
dition obliged to do duty. This is shocking to humanity.
It cannot be viewed in any milder light than black murder.
,[;he poor creatures is now (what's left alive) laying Oll the
cold ground, in poor thin tents, and some none at all, and
many down with the pleurisy. No barracks, no hospital3
to go in. Tbe barracks is at Saratoga. If you was here,
~our heart would melt. I paid ~ visit to the sick yesterday,
m a small bouse, called a h?spltal. The first object pre-
sented my eyes, one man laymg dead at the door, the inside
two more laying dead, two living lying between them' the
living witb the dead had so laid for four-and-twenty ';ours.
I went no further; this \vas too much to see, and too much
to feel, for a heart with the least tincture of humanity.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
Jos. WOOD.

pair of shoes norN. B. At present we have not one
blanket in the store.
Tlws. IVharton, Jun., Esq., President

Council of Safety, Philadelphia.
to the honourahle
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Ticonderoga, 4th December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: YOUfSof the] 9th October I received, and
note t,he contents. I have made strict inquiry concerning
the supposed fraud you mention, and find no just founda-
tion for a charge of that nature. If any of the soldiers have
gone home without their pay, it is not the officers who were
to blame. I believe there was some discharged the service,
contrary to orders, by the Directors of the General Hospital,
at Fort George. These were ~ot paid off. ,

But lest that you should still conclude that It was the
officers' liw1t, I am to inform you that our regiment never
received pay but twice since they left Philadelphia, conse-
queutly had it not in their power to pay the men monthly.
Add to this, one half of their wages is stopped by order of
Congress, amounting to fourteen ponnds, for the payment
of not more than seven or eight pounds. Here there may be
some ground for complaint, although none where it is' so
liberally bestowed.

You may rest assured I make it my study t~ see justice
done to the soldiers. I could wish equal care had been
taken in every department. The wretched condition they
are now in for want of almost every necessary of the con-
venience of life, except flour and bad beef, is shocking to
humanity, and beggars all description. We have neither
beds or bedding for our sick to lay on or under, other than
their own cJothin<T' no medicine or relfimen suitable for

0' 0
them; the dead and dying laying mmgled together in our
hospital, or rather house of carnage, is no uncommon sight.
These are objects truly worthy of your notice, as well as of
your most obedient, humble servant, ANT'y WAYNE.

To the Committee of Safety for the State of Pennsylvania.

Information receivedfrom Captain FARMER,Captain ER-
WIN, Lieutenant LANG, Lieutenant GOURLEY.

Thursday, 19th September.- The three battalions m~-
tinied, and appeared on the parade under arms. After tIllS,
they deserted in parties, with their arms-about two hundred
men in the whole, fifty of whom are here now, the rest have
taken other roads.

As to their complaints, the want of pay, the want of
clothes, the want of blankets, the not receiving the particular
species of rations: As to the pay, they had the whole to
the 1st of August, and some have deserted immediately after
havincr their full pay to the 1st SeptemlJe1'. The Musket
battalion were clothed. Part of the Rifle battalion had
left their clothes at Philadelphia, but had rifle-shirts, and
they have about half the quantity of blankets necessary, but
are scarce of shirts and stockings. Their complaint of want
of provisions is not just. They cannot indeed procL1l'ethe
particular species mentioned in the rations..

A very great cause of desertion is owing to the loss of
their Field Officers.

A party attempted to desert, (about thirty,) but were pre-
vented by force. A corporal at their head thrust with his
bayonet at Lieutenant Lang, which he parried. The cor-
poral is in custody. The same corporal cocked his piece at
Ensi<Tl!Davis, and attempted to fire. One Kelly, of Cap-
tain Brown's company, and Sergeant Scannel, of Howell's
company, are principal ringleaders.

Sussex, in Delaware, December l!Jtb, 1776.

Isaac Smith, of Egg-Harbour, of Gloucester COUllty, "in
the State of New-Jersey, says that he was at the town of
Lewis, on the 18th instant; that he saw Major John Will-
bank come to the bouse of Major Henry Fisher, in said
town, and that he beard the said Willbank ask Mr. Fisher
if he bad any of the proclamations sHnt on sbore from the
Roebuck man-of-war, for that he had advertised the people
to meet, and" that he wanted one of them to read to them.
Mr. Fisher answered, he had given them out to any body
that asked for them, and at present had not an)' in the house.
Which I do bereby certify. I SSAAC ~nTH.

The same Major John rVillbank, abovc-mcntior!ed, was
one of tbe Convention for the Delaware State, and has taken
the oatb of allegiance to tht' said State; is now one of the
Legislative Council for the same, one of the Council of
Safety for the County of Sussex, and Military Treasurer for

the same. Query, Is he a proper person to serve in tbese
important stations at this critical juncture?

HENRY FISHER.

Witness present when the above request was made:

Witness to prove Major Willbank's willingness to com-
ply with Howe's proclamation, Widow Elizabeth Hall, Adam
Hall.

THOS. GRAY.

Philadelphia, Tuesday, December 24, 1776.

'Ve hear, from good authority, that on Sunday last, be-
tween Slab- Town and the Black I:lorse, in the Jerseys, a
party of our Army, under the command of Colonel Grijlin,
had a skirmish with the He.~sians, and that the enemy were
forced to retreat with precipitation, having some killed, and
leaving behind them many knapsacks and other necessaries,
amongst which was a hat shot through the'crown. But the
next morning, the enemy advancing with a considerable
reinforcement, supposed to be about two thousand men,
with seven or eight field-pieces, our little army was obliged
to retreat (which they performed with great regularity) to
prevent their being out-flanked by superiour numbers; and
in the evening they had another skirmish at Mount-Holly,
in which the enemy, as an intelligent person informs, had
several killed and wounded. In both skirmishes our people
had only two killed and seven or eight wounded. Our
Army is at 1t1ooretown, and that of the enemy is at !Hount-
Holly.

COLONEL JOSEPH UEED TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Bristol, December 22, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Pomroy, whom I sent by your order to go
to Amboy, and so through tbe Jersey and round by Prince-
ton to you, returned to Burlington yesterday. He went to
South-Amboy, but was not able to get over, upon whieh he
came up to Brunswick, passed on to Princeton, and was
prevented going to Pennington, upon which he returned to
Burlington by way of Cranberry.

His intelligence is that he saw no troops, baggage wag-
ons, or artillery, going to New- York, except about eight
wagons, which he understood had the baggage of some of
the Light-Horse who had been relieved, and were going into
quarters. At Cranberry, he saw sixteen wagons going down

to South-Amboy for the baggage of about five hundred men
who were to quarter about Cmnberry-inlisted Tories, com-
manded by one Lawrence. At Brunswick, he saw fO!lr
pieces of cannon; tbe number of men he could not learn,
but they did not exceed six hundred or eight hundred.
Princeton, he says, was called Head-Quarters; and there
he saw a very considerable body of troops corning out of
the College, ~1eeting-house, and other places where they
!]uartered. He understood they were settled in their winter
quarters, and had given over further operations till the sprin<l'.
In Burlington County he found them scattered throulTh all
the fanners' houses, eight, ten, twelve, and fifteen,Oin a
house, and rambling over the whole country.

Colonel Grijlin has advanc.ed up the Jerseys, with six
hundred men, as far as "blount-Holly, within seven miles of
their Head-Quarters at the Black Horse. He has wrote
over here for two pieces of artillery, and two or three hun-
dred volunteers, as be expected an attack very soon. The
spirits of the Militia here are \'ery high; they are all for
supporting him. Colonel Cadwalader and the gentlemen
here all agree that they should be indulged. We can either
give him a strong reinforcement, or make a sepamte attack.
The latter bids fairest for producing the greatest and best
effects. It is therefore determined to make all possible
preparationto-day, and no event happening to chancreOUf

measures, the main body here will cross the river to-m"'orrow
morning, and attack their' post between tbis and the Black
Horse; proceeding from tbence either to tbe Black Horse or
to the Square, where about two hundred men are posted,
as tbings shall turn out with Grijlin. If they should not
attack Griffin as he expects, it is probable both our parties
may advance to the Black Horse, if success attends the
intermediate attempt. If they should collect their force and
march against Grijlin, our attack will have the best effects
in preventing their sending troops on that errand, or break-
ing up their quarters and coming in upon their rear, which
we must endeavour to do in order to save Grijlin.



\361 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., DECE};1B8R, 1776. 1362

Weare atl of opinion, my dear General, that something
must be attempted to revive our expiring credit, give our cause
some degree of reputation, and pre\'ent a total depreciation
of the Continental money, which is coming in very fast-
that even a failure cannot be more fatal (han to remain in
our present situation. In short, some enterprise must be
undertaken in our present circumstances, or we must give
up the calise. In a little time the Continental Army is dis-
sol ved. The Militia must be taken before their spirits and
'patience are exhausted, and the scattered di vided state of
the enemy afforrls us a fair opportunity of trying what our
men will do when called to an offensive attack. Will it not
be possible, my dear General, for your troops, or such part
of them as can act with advantage, to make a diversion, or
something more, at or about Trenton? Tbe greater the
alarm the more likely success will attend the attacks. If
we could possess ourselves again of New-Jersey, or any
considerable part of it, the effect would be greater than if
we had never left it. Allow me to hope that you will con-
su!t your own good judgment and spirit, and not Jet the
goodness of your heart subject you to the influences of opin-
ions from men in every respect your inferiour. Sometbing
must be attempted before the sixty days expires which the
Comrnissioner,5 bave allowed; for however many affect to
despise it, it is very evident that a very serious attention is paid
to it, and I am confident that unless some more favourable
appearance attends our arms and cause before that time, a
very great number of the Militia officers here will follow tbe
example of those of New-Jersey, and take benefit from it.
I will not disguise my own sentiments, that our cause is des-
perate and hopeless, if we do not take the opportunity of
the collection of troops at present to strike some stroke.
Our affairs are hasting fast to ruin, if we do not retrieve
them by some happy event. Delay with liS is now equal
to a defeat. Be not deceived, my dear General, with small
flattering appearances. We must not suffer oursel VI'Sto be
lulled into security and inaction, because the enemy does
not cross tbe river. It is but a reprie\'e: the execution is
the more certain; for I am very clear that they can and
will cross the river in spite of any opposition we can give
them.

Pardon the fi'eedom I have used. The love of my coun-
try, a wife and four children in the enemy's hands, the
respect and attachment I have to you, the ruin and poverty
that must attend me and thousands of others, wj]) plead my
excuse for so much freedom.

I am, with the gyeatest respect and regard, dear sir, your
obedient and affectIOnate humble servant. J R

'
. EED.

His Excellency General Washington, Head-Quarters.

If they will do that, they may be most usefully employed.
I wouJd recommend to you to call in as many men as can
be got, for tbe express purpose of working, for we shall most
undoubtedly have occasion for every man who can procure
or bear a musket. In less than ten days from tbis time, my
Army will be reduced to a few Virginia and one Maryland
regiment-Colonel Hand's, and the regiments lately under
Colonel ~liles, all very thin. The enemy are !TIostassuredly
waiting for that crisis; and except I am strongly reinforced
by Militia, nothing can binder them from reaching Philadel-
phia. I would, therefore, entreat you to collect every man
you possibly can. Send people out to contradict the reports
that are circulated that we have more men than we want,
from which many, perha ps, that would turn out, if they
thought there was a real necessity, remain at home.

I have ordered the Mi]itia of this County to meet on the
~8th, and march to Philadtlphia; that of Northampton as
soonas possible; and have directed tbe Colonels to make
me a return of those who refuse to appear.

It is necessary tbat as the Militia come in they should
make a return of their numbers to General Putnam. Be
kind enougb to inform the officers of tbis, and direct them to
do it. Colonel Biddle has given directions to Major Mijflin
to discharge all the wagons not wanted for the removal of
stores, as we have a sufficiency for the Army here.

I am, &c" Go. WASHINGTON.

To the Council of Safety of Penn~yhJania.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.

Camp above Trenton FalJs, December 22, 1776.

SIR: The accounts received from New- York respecting
the distresses of our prisoners induce me to recommend to
your bonourabJe body that measures should be taken to
effect an exchange as soon as possible and as far as circum-
stances will admit of. Ever since the cartel has been settled
between General Howe and myself, I have been endeavOlH'-
ing to accomplish it; but my attempts have been attended
with but little success. For tbe prisoners belonging to the
British Army, and wbo have been sent in from Jersey,
Pennsylvania, and ~Maryland,General Howe, or rather his
Commissary, has undertaken, of bis mere motion, and con-
trary to my express requisition, to return a number belongmg
to us who were not called for, and whose releasement should
have been postponed tiB after that of many others. I have
wrote to General Howe upon tbe subject, and presume in
future tbat none will be sent out but those who are named
by me. That this business may not remain an object of
further delay, I would advise that all the prisoners in Y0ll\'
State be immediately sent in to tbe commanding officer of
the British troops on the Island of Rhode-Island, taking
two exact lists of the names, corps, and ranks of the officers,
and tbe number of privates, signed by the officer of the high-
est rank, one to be sent in with him, accompanied by a line
to General Howe, that the particular prisoners belonging to
us, and to be received in exchange, will be required by me;
to which end I must request that the other list be imme-
diately transmitted to me, that the requisition may be made.

It may be objected that the enemy's force, already formi-
dable, should not be augmented; but the sufferings of our
unfortunate people caB for the exchange. The cartel has
been agreed on, and I am safisfied the prisoners, when re-
leased and in arms against us, wiBnotdous half the damage
they would were tbey to continue. The influence of those
who have gone from hence has been attended with the most
injurious and pernicious effects.

I have tbe honour to be, with great respect, your most
obedient servant, Go. WASHINGTON.

[Same to New-Hampshil'e, except the last paragraph.l

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF

SAFETY.

Head.Quarters, Bucks County, 2'2d December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I am honoured with yours of the 18th and
20th. I am of opinion, with you, that the ships which made
their appeaml1ce in Delaware Bay never intended to come
up, unless to create a division below, and thereby draw your
attention from tbe upper part of the river. But I hope the
weather will soon rid you of all apprehensions of an attack
by water for a time to come.

Your collection of old clothes for the useof the Army de-
serves my wan~es~ thanks. They are of the greatest use,
and shall be dlstnbuted where they are most wanted. I
think if the Committee, or some proper persons were ap-
pointed, to go through the County of Bucks and make a
coll~ction of bJ.ankets, &c., in the manner you'have done in
PMladelphw, It would be better than doing it in a military
way by me; for many people who would be willinO' to
contri?ute or sell, if asked so to do by their neighb0u~s or
acqualOtances, feel tbemselves hurt when the demand is GENERAl, WASHINGTON TO LEWIS GORDON.

made, backed by an armedforce. But I would at the same Head-Quarters, BucksCounty, 22d December, 1776.
~ime remark, tbat !f any who. can ~rare witbout inconven- SIR: The Council of Safety for this State have, by their
lence, refuse to do It, I would Immediately give proper assist- resolve of tbe 17th instant, empowered me to call out the
ance to take from them.. ,

. . Militia of the County of Northampton to the assistance of
I have not a, musket to furlllsh the Mililia who are with- the Continental Army under my command, that by our

out .at'ms. This. de~and upon me makes it necessary to joint endeavou'rs we may put a stop to tbe progress of the
re01lOdyou that It will be needles~ for those to come down enemy, who are making preparations to advance to Phila-
who h~ve ~o afl~s, except tI:~y will.consent to work upon delphia, as soon as they can cross the Delaware, eitber
the fortlficatJOns, JDstead of takmg theIr tour of military duty. by boats or upon the ice. As I am unacquainted with
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the names of Ihe Colonels of your Militia, I have taken the
liberty to enclose you six. letters, in which you will please
to insert the names of the proper officers, and send them
imnwdiately to them, by persons in w horn you can confide
for the delivery. If there are not as many Colonels as \tot-
ters, you may destroy those that are not wanted. I most
earnestly entreat you, sir, and the rest of the gentlemen of
your Committee, to exert YOLirinfluence among the people
of the County, and endeavour to make tbem turn out gcne-
ra]]y in deft:nce of tbeir capital, which win most assuredly
fall a sacrifice, unless the Militia of the Province contribnte
largely to its defence. Those who are so far lost to a love
of their country as to refuse to lend a hand to its support at
tbis critical time, may depend upon being treated as their
haseness and want of publick spirit will most justly de-
serve.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
Go. WASHINGTON.

P. S. Please to make me a return of the names of the dif-
ferent Colonels.

To Lewis Gordon, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of
Northampton, at Easton.

TO THE COLON~~LS OF ~IILtT(A OF NORTHA~IPTON COUNTY,
PENNSYLV ANIA.-CIRCULAI!.

Tbe honourable the Council of Safety of the State of
Pennsylvania having, by a resolve passed the 17th day of
tbis instant, December, authorized me to call forth tbe M ili-
ti:!.of Northampton County, to aid and assist tbe Cont'lilPn-
tal Army under my command, I hereby require yon imme-
diate]y to order the Captains of your baualion to issue
orders to the officers and privates of their respective compa-
nies to meet and join in battalion, with tbeir arms and
aceoutrements in good order, at such time and place as you
shall judge most convenient for tbat purpose, taking care
that it may be as soon as you tbink such orders can reason-
ably and conveniently be conveyed to tbe people. And
when your battalion, or any part of them, are so met, yon
are immediately to march to the city of Philaddphia, and
there put yourself undf~r the command of Major-General
Putnam, or whoever the commanding officer may he; and
I further require you to make me an exact return of the
names and places of abode of such offic8rs and privates as
refuse so to meet and march to PMladelphia, that they may
be dealt witb as the resolve above referred to directs.

Given at Head-Quarters, in Bucks County, this 2'2d of
December, 1770. Go. \VASHINGTON.

GENER,\I, WASHINGTON TO GENERAL HEATH.

IIead-Q,uat.ter8, at Keith's, December 22d, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I have been filvoured with yonrs oftbe J3th
instant, and wish you may ha ve succeeded in your intended
scheme to dislodge the enp-mv Ii'om Ilackensack bridrre.

In my letter ~f the 18th:I tra!lsmitted you a copy of a
letter from the COllncil of the 1Uassachllsctts-Bay, advising
that six thousand men \vere coming from that State, nnder
General Lincoln, to snpply tbe place of tbe Militia which
had rpturned home, and of their troops whose time of ser-
vice will soon expire. At tfle time of writintr, I thou<rbt it
probable 1hat their reinforcement might he ~rdered t~ the
State of Rhode-Island, in case of an invasion, and which I
find has a(:tually taken place, and, therefore, did not so
strenuously urge that it sbould be sent here. Indeed, I bad
then hopes, from the information I had received, that a large
proportion of the Eastern troops, who were marching to join
\I1e, had reinlisted; but, to my great distress and mortifica-
tion, I find the report to ba ve been without the least foun-
dation, and that in the course of a few days, I am to be left
with a handful of men. I therefore request that if tbese
troops have come on to Peekskill, and also tbR foUl' bat-
talions which, I am advised by Governour Trumbull, have
be8n raised in Connecticut, to serve to the 15th of ~M(lrch

next, that after securing the passes and fortifications in tbe
Higblands witb a sufficient number, which, I should ima-
gine, would not exceed twelve or fifteen hundred men at
fartlJest, besides tbe forces which, I apprclJend, will be pro-
vided f()I' the pUt'pose by the Convention of New- York,
you will forward on all the rest with the utmost expedilion,

to join such troops as I may be able to collect f()r the de-
fence of Philadelphia. That city is now the object of the
enemy's designs. Let me entreat you to impress tbe officers
and rnen with a due sense of its imporlance in the prcsent
contest for our liberty, and that without their speedy and
early arrival it may be Jost. I am persuaded these con-
siderations will he duly regarded, and urge them on to every
possible Exertion. As yet but few succours hclonging to
this State bave come in, nor do I hear that many am in 1110-
tion; when they bear that other Slates are applied to, and
pushing in aids for their defence, perhaps tlJl'Y will arouse
from that lethargy which now keeps them back, against the
most pressing calls of interest. In a word, ,iI', my situation
and tbat of our cause, is critical and tl'llly alarming. \VidJ-
out vigorous exertions and early succours, I do not see what
reasonable hope there will be to preserve Philadelphia from
falling into the enemy's hands. They will attempt to pos-
sess it as soon as the Delaware is so frozen as to admit of
their passage; appearances and man)' concurring reports
agree i~ this.

I have received yours of the 15th, and am happy to hear
of YOUI"success at Hackensack; the stores you got wi!"! be
of great servjce.

By a letter jllst received f.'om GeneraI11.fcDougall, I nnd
he bas been I1\lIchindisposed, and is now at 1}!lorristown. I
intend to write bim to return to Peekskill, to conduct mat-
ters in tbat department with General George Clinton, re-
questing you and G(eneral James Clinton to come on \\ ith
the Eastern troops which I bave mentioned, jf they have
arrived at Peekskill, and it should be necessary for him to
come.

I am, deal' sir, ypurs, &c.,

To 1\lajor-GenerallIeath.

Go. WASHfNGTON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SPENCER.

Camp, above the Falls of Trenton, December 22d, 1776.

Sm: When I wrote to you on the 14tb instant, I had
little doubt of receiving considerable sn pport Ii'om the Militia
of this State, and was taugbt to be]ieve that a large part of
the old troops (coming on with General Lee) had reinlisted.
In the first, I have every reason in the world to fear a dis-
appointnJCnt; in the latter, I find mysf'lf \\'ofully decei\'ed.
It is easier, therefore, to conceive tban describe the situation
I am in,-Ieft, or sball be in a felVdays, with only a very few
Southel'l1 regiments (reduced almost to nothing) to oppuse
Flowe's main Army, already posted in such a manner [IS to
pOllr in bis whole f()rce upon us so soon as the frost affimls
him a passage over tbe Delaware, and our numbers such as
to give no effectual opposition.

Thus circumstanced, it is a matter of concern to me, that
in my last I directed yon to takt~ back any of the Militia
designed for the support of the Army uuder my command;
and ha ve to request that, instead of ordpring the return of
any of those that were destined for tbis departillent, (by
order of their respective States,) that you will hasten them
on with all possible expedition, as I see no other chance of
saving Ph£lade~}hia, and preventing a fatal blow to Ameriw,
in the loss of a city from whence so much of our resources
are drawn.

With respect to YoUl'sdf, you will proceed agreeable to
the directions in my former. It is not possible for me at this
distance to lay down any particular rule lor your conduct;
circumstances, and the advice of YOUI'officers, must gOI'ern
you, particulal'ly that of General Arnold, who comes on to
your assistance.

I am, sir, yours, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.

P. S. Let mehearfromyou frequently.

To .Major-General ""pencer.

GENERAL ~r'DOGGALL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON..
Morris.Town, 22d December, 1'i7G.

1\fy DEAR GEN~:RAL: I was happy to find that yom favoU\'

to Colonel Vuse directed him to stay in tbis State. But I
am extremely chagrined that the object of tbat order is not
likely to be effected.

Tbis State is totaHy deranged, without GOI'ernment, or
officers, civil or IlIilitary, in it, that will net with apy spirit.
Many of them have gOlw to the enemy for protection, olhers
are out of the Slate, and the few that remain are mostly in-
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decisive in their comh1l't. The l\Jilitia are without leaders,
a11(1many of them, not in the pow'er of the enemy, are dis-
piriter:l; besides, they have numerous and active enernies.
and 1111sefriends amon" them. Those under Colond Ford,
since the late skirmish,lm ve decreased to about two hundred.
In this deplorable state, I have received intelligence difler-
ent ways that the enemy ha ve it in design to march to this
town from three different routes, viz: from Brunswick I!ia
Baskinridge; from Elizabeth- Tnwn via C/wtham; and li'mn
lYelL'ark, another. The fi)rce of the enemy at those posts
and between them cannot, upon the lowest computation, on
good advice, be less than three thousand nine hundred men.
- Last night I called a council of the principal gentlemen
and officers of the Militia, to determine what was proper to
be done in the present exigency of our affilir:s. They were
clearly of opinion that all the Militia which could be raised,
would fall far short, with the Continental troops, of the
strength of the enemy. I then represented to them the in-
utility of exposing Colonel Vose's corps to fall into the
hands of the enemy, which would retard the new levies and
be a loss to the cause in- general, without any prospect of
affordin" support La a people who would not aid in it them-
seh'es. "'Upon the whole, Lasatisfy some of tbe coun~il, the
most san"uine, it was determined to keep tbe Continental
troops fo~ a day or two, till we shou~d be informed w~)ether
your motions after the enemy were IIke]y to work relief by
diversion; or wbetber you could spare any support as the
enemy \Vas retiring. But as my retreat \Vas in danger of
beinrr cut off, if the enemy move to Jlilon.is- Town, as was
appr~hended, I have withdrawn the troops to this town, to
keep my communication open witb the country, and left
guards below to wateh the motions of the enemy.

If the Militia do not collect in a day 01' two, (as sum-
monses are gone ont (or tbat purpose,) 1 shall be obliged, if
the enemy move towards tbis, to carry off the troops to join
General Heath, as I sball not be able to procure provisions
sufIicient to join you;

.

indeed, it will be difficult to get enough
for their marell to King's Ferry. The warrants are not
issued to raise the Continental troops, nor are tbere any
steps taken to raise the levies whieh were to serve to tbe first
of April. If some relief is not afforded to them, (and I
am at a loss to know from whence it can come,) more tban
I have in my power, tbey will fall an easy prey to the
e.nemy.

When I anticipate the bad consequences that will result
to the common cause from the submission of this State, it
renders me abnost unfit for any business: The Northern
expedition of last year cost me my eldest son, and the cap-
ti\'it)' of tbe other, who is now a prisoner on his parole to.
General Carleton. As he was at the taking of St. John's
and Chamblc, I cannot but be of opinion that he is entitled
to the benefit of one of the officers taken at those posts, for
his release. He was a prisoncr longer than any taken to the
southward; and, in this view, a claim to be released before
them. His name is Ranalli Stephen McDougall; was Sec-
ond Lieutenant in myoid regiment. If tile General has
the naming of the officers who are to be exchanged for tbose
taken at St. John's and Chamblc, I beg this youtb may be
one of them. Frequent interruptions I hope will excuse tbe.
incoll't~ctnessof this, as well as apologize (()r not copying it.

I have the honour to be, with great truth and regard,
YOlll' E~~cellency's very bumble servant,

ALEXANDER l\J c DOUGALL.

GENERAL SULLIVAN TO THIe PHV:SIDENT OF CONGRESS.
[Read 14th March: Ordered to lie for rurther consideration.]

'Vright-Town, 22.1Deoember, 1776.

.l\TlTCHRE,PECTED SIR: I beg leave to introduce to your
Ex:cel!ency's notice a-nd acquaintance, the bearer, Captain
Vcrnljou. He bas been with us SOOle months, and has eVel'
discoverert to be tbe gentleman and soldier. At the time
General Lee was taken, he acted with the greatest bra very
and resolution; and had the wbole that were tbere acted
wilb the same spirit, our country would_Dot ha ve experienced
the Ims of so worthy an omcer as Gpneral Lee. I beg

. your Exct'llency and the Congress to take sllch notice of him
as a man of his merit deserves.

D"ar sir, I am, with much esteem, your Excellency's
most obedient servant,

J SNO. ULLIVAN.
To his Excellency .John Hancock, Esq.

COLONEL NICOLI. TO GENERAL HEATH.
Peeks-Rill, 21 December, 1776.

SIR: Upon examination, I was surprised to finrt that the
goods and chattels taken from Joshua Barns, on their way
to tbe 1\1inisterial Army, were not returned unto tbe Quar-
t{'rmaster-General's store by Colonel Prescott, accordin;.!; to
General fVashillgton's orders. I hope your Honour will in-
quire into the maUer, and order e\'ery artic1e returned, as I
am determined to inquire into it, and if tbe \vhole are not
taken care of for the use of the Continent, to advertise the
state of tbe affair in full, looking upon the appropriation of
sueh goods to private purposes worse than plundering or
stealing.

From, sir, your most obedient, and ,'ery humble servant,
ISAAC NICOI.I., Colonel.

To the Hon. l\<L~or-General Heat/t.

MAJOR HUGHES (COMMISSARY) TO GENERAL HEATH.
Peekskill, December 22d, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: I was at the Fishkill when tbe Tories,
tbe arms, &c., arrived. They are to go up by water, to-

mOl'row morning, with eight otbers, brougbt in to-day.
Genera] Tf'adsworth writes me that the time for which

his brigade were inlisted elapses on Tuesday next; in con-
sequence of which, I set out in the morning to give direction
relative to the camp furniture, &c. .

If the Bay Militia are not in very soon, that is, in four
01' five days, we stand a pretty good chance of wintering in
New- York-I mean those that don't feel poorly.

Colonel Little, who has the command, (Colonel Nicoll
being gone home,) is endea vonring to raise a picket, and

fix: an alarm post. I waited on him two or three days since
for that purpose. He is, in my opinion, a most excellent
man, but, unhappily, at this time is really unable to go
through the duties of the post. I shall inform General Spen-
cer of our situation, and wait on General James Clinton,
when I return. I hope you'll pardon my officiousness, for I
cannot help thinking that a few enterprising men might seize
this post with ease. The cannon are going np by water
to-morrow to the Fishkill. Tbis, I understand by Major
Craft, is in consequence of a message from General Spen-
cer.

The secret expedition of our Convention remains a secret
to every body but the Tories and enemy. Snch a tardy
race of animals ne.er before composed a Senate.

I am, dear General, your most obedient, and very humble
servant,

HUGH HUGHES.

The Hon. Major-General Heath.

GENERALJAMES CLINTON TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.
Fort Monrgomery, 22 December, 1776.

G ENTLE)rEN: I send you encloseda letter which I re-
ceived last night from General Spencer, wherein you will
see the necessity of sending him a number of men, as the
troops undet. his command will be discharged next Tuesday,
their lime of engagement being then expired. And pray
consider that the time of engagement of all the men at
Peekskill, Port lllllepcndent, Port Const£tution, and those

near New-Windsor, (belonging to my brother's brigade,)
expires the last day of this montb. I have five companies
here of my regiment, bnt when their times are out I can-
not tell, nor never could find out, as they were inlisted by
diffi~rent ollie-ers, who put just what constructions they
pleased on their warrants; and I believe they have never
informed me rjght. Captain Swartwout says that his
men's time were out the first of this month, and some before;
and some of them have run off without a discharge, and I
can't punish them for it, as he justifies them. I understand
there are many more who say their time is out the last of
this month; and what to do with them I cannot tell, till I
have YOUI' directions; but if I could persuade them all to
stay tiJlnext spring (as] believe I might the most of them)
they would be of little service, as several of t!)('111are with-
out shoes, &:c., and has done no duty this long time on that
account, wbich makes the duty come hard on the few tbat
are prm'ided with them. I sel:d Captain Sw.artU'o.ut with
this, that he may answer for Inmself concerll1ng Jus com-
pany.

*
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Captain Schenck informed me he had sent a quantity of
floLlr to this fort, but I can't find out that any has come here;
and if we are not provided with a quantity of flour, and
soon, we shaH want no men here.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
JAMES CLINTON, B. General.

P. S. Enclosed is a return of Captain Swartwout's com-
pany, made yesterday.

The President of th~ honourable Convention of the State
of New- York, Fishkill.

HESTER DE WITT TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Fishkill Landing, Deeember 22, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The distressful sitUation of my husband,
now a prisoner with the enemy in the city of New- Y o!'k,
sufferin!J and starving for the want of the necessary assist-
ance I ~m capable of affording him, drives me to the neces-
sity of troubling your Honours with these fe:-v lines, praying
you wiH please to take in your consideration to allow me
the privilege of going to him with my children and what
little I have with me. My circumstances at present plead
strongly in my favour to be with him. ~Ol~r gran.ting me
the above request wiH be the means of asslstmg a distressed
friend to his country, who is suffering in the common cause,
and to. the utmost oblige your humble servant,,

. HESTER DE WITT.

To the honourable Convention of tbe State of New- York.

ABNER S~~ELYE TO JOHN SESSIONS.

Albany, Deeember 22,1776.

SIR: The Committee of Cumberland and Gloucester
having appointed me to the command of Captain Day's
Company of Ran!Jers, from whose influence, togethel' witb
yours a~d other g~ntlemen of the Committee, appointed to
muster said Rangers, I am led to believe I may be approved
.of by Convention. My being ~ith you when examini.ng
into the conduct of those compames gave me an opportumty
of hearinlf the many errours and omissions they were guilty
of' from °which circumstance I am led to believe those
cO~lpanies cannot stand. As I am appointed a Captain in
Colonel Warner's regiment by the honourable Continental
Congress, a corps in which I hoped to see more service
tban in the one I now belong, I beg leave to return you
now, and the rest of the gentlemen, my most h~arty thanks
for the honour done to me, and hope they wIll accept of
my resignation, and that a reimbursement may be ordered
of the expenses I have been at in raising those I have in-
listed.

I am, witb due esteem, sir, your most obedient, humble
servant,

ABNER SEELYE.

To John Sessions, Esq., at Fish-Kill.

GENERAL LINCOLN TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

Providenee, December 22, 1776.

SIR: I this minute returned from Bl'istol. Left the
Militia there fi'om the Massachusetts-Bay, in a state of gen-
eral discontent, arising, as they inform me, from their being
unprovided with necessary clothing for the earnp. I have
ordered one regiment of our three months' men (as they are
called) to remain on that post at present. Those, with
about fourteen hundred under General H'est, are, in my
opinion, a number sufficient now for that station. I there-
fore beg to suggest to your Honour whether, considering the
state of the few Militia now there, it would not be best to
let them return to their several homes. Indeed, it will be
difficult, if not impossible, to keep them.

Your Honour's most obedient servant,
BENJ. LINCOLN.

Governour Coolee.

DOCTOR GREEN TO DAVrD GILLMAN.

Coneord, 22 December, 1776.

SIR: I this day received yonI' epistle. Am obliged to
you for the good opinion you ha \'e been pleased to entertain
of me, in desiring my company in the present campaign;

but must return for answer tbat my domestick affairs (what-
ever my inclination might be) would be a sufficient bar to
my acceptance.

From your humble servant,

David Gillman, Esq., Pembroke.

PETER GREEN.

ARTHUR LEE TO LORD SHELBURNE.

Paris, Deeember 23d, 1776.

l\h LORD: A very few hours after my last letter to your
Lordship, brought me the desire of my country to serve her
in a publick character. Your Lordship, I hope, thinks too
well of me to suppose I could hesitate a moment. In fact,
almost the same minute saw me bid adieu, perhaps forever,
to a country where from choice I had fixed my fortunes,
and to a people whom I most respected, and could have
loved. But the 6rst object of my life is my country; the
first wish of my heart is publick liberty. I must see, there-
fore, the liberties of my country established 01' perish in her
last struggle.

In truth, I have long despaired even of a struggle for lib-
erty in England; I will not insult Scotland with the idea.
It is not the subtle Weddeburne, poisoning the fountain of
publick security, nor the ruthless Thurloe, deliberately butch-
ering the liberties of his country, that make me despair; hut
yet, perhaps, the people are only not virtuous, and America
may yet, with a sort of filial piety, reanimate her expiring
Constitution.

Our Pater PatrifE, with whom and Mr. Deane I am
joined in power, is in good health and spirits. If £1te win
have it, that America, as she has reared her temples and
her altars to liberty, must furnish her victims too, I know
not where she can find a sacrifice more respectable.

Should the event of this measure be found fatal to Eng-
land, it is the perfidy of her .Ministers, which would never
offer any thing that could be trusted, which compels it, and
to which the consequences are justly imputable.

I beg your Lordship to remember me as one who can
never cease to have the most perfect esteem for yon. I
ha ve communicated to the Abbe Rayna! all the facts 1 could
collect, in answer to his questions. He will write to you
soon.

May I beg to be remembered to our friends in the co1\ege
and to those out of it, who, I hope, will always do me the
honour of remembering me; Colonel Barre, Mr. Dunning,
Dr. Priestly, Dr. Price, &c.

I have the honour to be, &c., ARTHUR LEE.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHrNGToN'.

Baltimore, Deeember 23d, 1776.
SIR: I do myself the honour to acknowledge the receipt

of your severa1 favours of. the 12th, ]3th, and 15th instant,
in the order of their respective dates, and to inform you that
they were duly laid before Congress.

As General Lee, by the fortune of war, has become a
Plisoner in the hands of our enemies, the Congress are anx-
ious to afford him all tbe relief in their power during his
confinement. They have, therefore, resolved that a flag
be immediately sent to General Howe, to know in what

_manner General Lee is treated, and have directed Mr. R.
~lf)rris (to whom I have written on the occasion) to forward
to you for his use, one hundred half-johannes. The United
States, from every principle of justice and generosity, are
bound to render the situation of that gentleman as easy as
possible during his captivity. His loss must be extremely
regretted by every friend to this country.

The Congress, 1Ipon reconsidering the vote of tile 11 th
instant, have come to a resolution expressing their approbation
of your conduct in. declining to publish it in general orders.
They also approve of your sending General Armstrong to
Pennsylvania and General Smallwood to ~laryland, to
stimulate the people to exert themsel ves on this occasion.
I have tbe pleasure to acquaint you that the Militia in the
.upper parts of Maryland are in motion, and seem at last
sensible of the danger which threatens them.

The multiplicity of business which the Congress left un-
finished at the time of there departure from Philadelphia,
has induced them to appoint a Committee ofthrce gentlemen,
witll full powers, to perfect the business in such marmer as
they shall judge propel'.
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You will please to pay the Militia who reinforce your
Army, in the same manner as you pay your other troops;
and on their discharge, allow them a penny per mile to bear
their eJl:penSeSon the way to their respective homes.

The enclosed reSQ1\'es of Congress I transmit by their
order, and beg leave to request your attention to them.

I have the honour to be, with the utmost esteem and re-
spect, sir, your most obedient and very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK,President.
.
His Excellency General Washington.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO ROBERT MORRIS.

Baltimore, Deeember 23<1, 1776.

SIR : Your several favoUl's of the 13th, 14th, 16th, and
11th instant, have been duly recpived, in the order of their
respective dates, and laid before Congress. In consequence
of which I am directed to transmit you the enclosed re-
solves.

The intelligence of General Lee's being taken prisoner is
really alarming in the present state of our Army; and I am
afraid his los,; will be severely felt, as he was in a great
measure the idol of the officers, and possessed still more the
confidence of the soldiery. As thq fortune of war has made
him a prisoner, the United States are bound, by every tie
of justice and generosity, to afford him all the relief in their
power. They have accordingly resolved that one hundred
half-johannes should be sent to General Washington, for the
use of Gtmeral Lee, should it be found practicable to convey
money to him, which the Congress deem a matter of so much
importance that they have ordered a flag to be sent to lJen-
eral Howe, to know whether he will permit it or not. I
am, however, directed by Congress to request that you will
lodge, for this purpose, the above-mentioned sum in the hands
of General Washmgton.

The Congress, concurring in opinion with you that a
Committee should be appointed in the city of Philadelphia
to take care of the publick interest, and at the same time
highly approving of the zeal and attention you have partic-
ularly discovered to the welfare of your country since their
departure from that city, have nominated Mr. Clymer, Mr.
Walton, and yourself, to execute such Continental business
as it may be .necessary to transact in Philadelphia. They
have also directed that two hundred thousand dolJars be im-
mediately sent to the Commissary in Pennsylvania, subject
to your drafts, and to be applied as you may judge proper.
Should this sum prove insufficient, you are empowered to
draw on the Loan Office for any additional sum you may
think necessary for publick purposes.

The enclosed resolveswil1iuform you that Congress highly
approve of the conduct of yourself, Mr. Walton, and Mr.
Clymer, in the care you bave taken of publick business, and
particularJy of the attention you have shown and the plan
you have laid for preserving the Continental frigates.

Be pleased to acquaint Mr. Peters that he is directed by
the Board of War to repair to Baltimore assoon as possible,
where his services are judged absolutely necessary by Con-
gress.

I have the honour to be, with very great respect, sir, your
most obedient and verv humble servant,.

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

Pray forward the enclosed to the Generalby express.
To Robert Morris, Esq.

WILLIAM WHIPPLE TO JOHN LANGDON.

Baltimore, 23<1Deeember, 1776.
My DEAR SIR: This wilJ be handed you by Alexander

Rose, Esq., of Charlestown, South-Carolina, a friend of
Samuel Purviance, ~sq., of tbis town, whose character you
are not unacquainted with. Mr. Rose is on his journey to
the eastward, and, I understand, intends visiting Portsmouth;
in that case, I doubt not he will receive every civility from
you due to Mr. Purviance's friend.

Captain Avery, who accompanies Mr. Rose, signalized
himself as a brave officer in defence of the fort on Sullivan's
Island. I beg leave to recommend both these gentlemen to

the circle of your friends; and am, with great respect, dear
sir, your most obedient servant,

WILLIAM BLAIR TO GENERAL JOHNSON.

Taney-Town, Deeember 23d, 1776.

SIR: The Thirty-Fifth Battalion met this day, and turned
out tolerable well; but are unable at present to ascertain the
number of volunteers; but shall let you know this week.
The officers to be commissioned are as the list enc10sed., ,

We have, upon inquiry, found they were regularly chosen by
the people. Weare, sir, your most obedient servant,

W M. BLAIR,
NORM.BRUCE.

To Brigadier-General Johnson..

BENJAMIN RU~ISEY TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.
Joppa, 23d December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Mr. James Talbot, a merchant in Joppa,
and an officer in the Militia, in the Eighth Battalion, is de-
sirous of procuring a Captain's commission in the Regulars
to be raised as the quota of this Province.

I have known him for some time. He is a cool, serious,
thinking man, a native of America; possesses, as far as I
have ever heard, a fair character in trade and his dealings;
has ever been ready to do his duty as a Militia officer; has

on al1 occasions shown his readiness to meet the enemies of. .

freedom upon every requisition. Early in this contest has
solicited a commission, and, in my opinion, has spirit enough,
added to his attachment to the cause, to meet the foe and
do his duty in the field to the best of his skill and ability.

Mr. John Wayne would accept of a Lieutenancy under
him. He is a native of Great Britain, married into a family
of this nei~hbourhood, seems much attached to the cause of
liberty, is well acqllainted with the manreUVl'es generally
taught in the :Militia, and, I verily believe, would make a
good officer.

I am, gentlemen, your most humble servant,
BENJAMIN RUMSEY.

the Council of Safety of the State ofTo the honourable
Maryland.

C2ESARRODNEY TO THOMAS RODNEY.

Dover, Deeember the 23d, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I ha ve but little news, little paper, and there-
fore very little to write. I received both your letters, the
last yesterday, and am much pleased that your company
meet with applause. As they knQW how, I hope they will
continue to deserve it. You say you feel better for the little
campaigning you have had. If you will take care to expose
yourself no more than the good of the service and your duty
rerluire, I do not doubt it will continue. I am pleased to
hear that the people of New-Castle County, by a sense of
their duty, are rousing from their former slumber. There
are some anxious spirits in this County, but fear they will
not be able to produce another company in time. I am
very sorry that Mr. J. Dickinson, and the other gentn you
mentioned, should have discovered sentiments inimical to the
freedom and independence of the American States. I both
hoped and believed they were of a different sentiment from
that in this great interesting cause.

My sister Sally is a little poorly-taken yesterday. All
the rest of both families are perfectly well. From present
appearances, I think this campaign must soon end. God
send it may, for tbis is a most inclement season for the pOOL'
soldiers. Nothing but the importance of the cause could
support them in such a day of trial.

Remember me to Johnny. Tell him I am pleased that
he has entered the service, and that I hope he will set about
the business of war with firmness, and make it his study to:
acquire knowledge in that way. Don't forget to write by

every opportunity.
I am yours, CJESAR RODNEY.

P. S. I cannot tell what has become of the shallop, or
how she is to be got down, and am afraid she may be lost
by ice. I wish she could be contrived down.
To Captain ThomasRodney,Esq., in camp, near T1ienion.

ROBERT MORRIS TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 26th.]

Philadelphia, Deeember 23<1, 1776.

SIR: I have the pleasure to inform you tbat the Conti-
nental fleet in this port is increased by the arrival of th~
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Andrcw Doria, Captain Isaiah Robison, from St. Eustatia,
whic.h place she left the beginning of this month, and next
day fell in with a British sloop-of:'war, of twelve guns,

which she took after a very obstinate engagement, in which
the Andrew Doria had two men killed, some wounded, the
main-mast shot through, and some other damage. The
sloop had mat!y men wounded, three shot through her mast,
her saiJs shot to pieces, and much damage done to her.
This is ot!e of the sloops the Lords of the Admiralty ordered
Admiral Gayton to fit out at Jamaica; and Mr. Jones, wbo
commanded hel', has tbe King's commission as MastN and
Commander. He defended her obstinately, and is certainly
a brave man. I will desire the Council of Safety to take
his parole, and senrl him to some safe place. Captain
Robison manned this prize, and ordered her in for this
port. He also tOok a snow from Ja(naica, laden with ma-
hogany and logwood, and ordered her for this port; but it is
next to an impossibility for them to get in. Nothing but the
fast sailing of the Andrew Doria, and the extreme vigilance
of the Captain, brought her safe past the enemy's ships, one
of which lies in the Cape jllay channel.

The cargo on boal'd this brigantine consists of 208 dozen
pair of woolen stockings, 106 dozen pair of worsted stock-
ings, 215 sailors' jackets, 2:3 great-coats, 50 pieces Dutch
plains, 30 pieces (900 yards) flannel, 45 pieces blue, brown,
and white cloth, 463 blankets, 218 pieces 7-8ths linen, con-
taining 6,795 Dutrh ells, 496 muskets, 32G pairs of pistols,
and 100 pounds of powder, and 14)01 pounds of lead, for
account of the Continent.

I received a letter last night from General Wasldngton,
by Colonel j\;Ioylan, requesting me to hurry lVIr. .Mease to
have soldiers' clothes made up with all possible diligence.
He says muskets are not wanted there, but that comfortable
clothinlT is exceedin<rly wanted. Colonel j\;Ioylan advises
by all 711eansto senl' up the stockings and great-coats nolV
arrived, which I think to do; but shall tell the General they
were intended for the new levies, ann leave him to dispose
of them as he may think most benefieial to the service.
The linens, plains, and cloth, I will deliver to Mr. lHease,
with orders to have them made up; but he will find much
difficulty, as aH the tailors, or near all, are at the camp, and
the Council of Safety dare not order them down, for fear the
rest will follow. The blankets shaH also go to the General,
to be disposed of as he may think proper. The pistols,
muskets, powder, and lead, I think had best be sent to
Lancaster; but wish to hear from the Board of War, in

answer to what I wrote before on this su~ject. The sailors'
jackets must be put on board the fleet, ueing much wanted
there.

I propose tbat Captain Robison should put all the sea-
men prisoners on board the Randolph, Captain Biddle, and
that the latter should compel them to do duty whetber they
enter or not, only following the example set us by the Bn't£sh
act of Padiament.

Mr. Davis Bevan, of this city, was taken about five weeks
alTO,coming into our capes, and carried to IVew- York; from
tl~ence brought round in the Rocbuck, and suffered to land
at Cape Henlopen, under a pl'Omise to return. He told me
that he heard Captain IIammond and other officers say tbey
are now determined to put a total stop to our trade. Six
frilTates were sent to cruise off Georgia and Carolina, six
off the capes of Virginia, and six off our capes. They
h3\'e fixed signals and stations, so as to keep up a complete
line along tbe coast, and are determined to keep tbese sta-
tions throughout the winter, if possilJle. He says only part
of tbe troops sent to Rhode-Island are to remain tbere; the
remainder are going for Carolina. Bevan is an intelligent
man, and had an opportUnity of hearing and learning these
things from Lord Howe's Under Secretary 01' Clerk; with
whom he ingratiated himse1f, and was employed in \vriting
for him on board tbe Eagle. I have sent Mr. Bevan down,
with the letter mentioned in my last, to Captain IIammond,
and I bope it will proclJl'e the discharge of Captain lHorg'an
and the prisoners on board that fleet.

The schooner rVasp, command,"d by Lieutenant Bald-
win, has brought into Egg-Harbour a scbooner laden with
Indian corn and oats, bound fi'om the Lower Counties to

New- York. He has sent up the master and five or six
others prisoners here. They had been on board the Falcon
man-of-war, Captain Linzie, and subscribed tbe oaths of
allegiance, certificates of which were f[mnd on tbem. 1

,

sent tbese p:ipers to the Council of Safioty, who committed
the men to jail, as tbere is no Judge of the Admiralty in
tbe JeTseys, and Judge Ross is at Lancaster. I tbink it
advisable to send wacrons to Ezg-IIarbour for the corn and
oats to feed tbe Co~tinental L~lOrses in this city. These
articles are very scarce here, and will bear ~he carriage; lJllt

I will consult General Putnam and the Wagon master on
this subjeet. As to the vessel, I am of opinion it would be
best to sell her, witbout waiting li:!r condpmnation, as the
proofs of her guilt are dear and incontestable, and she lies
in too much danger to wait patiently for the usual forms.
However, Congress or the Marine COllJmitt('e will please
to give a positive order what must be done in tbis rrspect.
Baldwin had retaken a Prench schooner tlJat had bet'll
taken going out of our ca pes by one of the men-of-war
cruising there. He was bringing her into Egg-Harbour,
when a (jeet of fifteen sail have in sight, two of which were
tlyo-deckers, one or two fi'igates, and an armed brigantine,
pursued him so close that he was obliged to abandon J,is
prize, and get into the inlet fast as he could. This hap-
pened Jast rVednesday. Being short of provisions, he intends
coming in here; and I wish be may escape the enemy.

You will perceive, sir, that 0111'fleet will be pretty numer-
ous here, although thrir force but small, compared to the
dangers tbat surround thEm. I have conversed with seYeral
of the Captains, and formed a p1an for their getting safe out
to sea, and taking such merchantmen with them as may be
ready. They approve the plan, and I hope wj]! execute it;
but we I1lnst ha ve time to get ready, and they must act with
great vigilance and spirit to effect it.

Upon this occasion I cannot help saying that I am very
uneasy, as I am neither instructed what to do, nor \'eSh'd

with proper powers to act as may a ppcar best. 1 must,
therefore, request that Congress/oj' the J\Iarine Committee,
will either instJ'uct me pointedly wbat to do, or give me
proper authority to act for the best, for the object is irnport-
ant, and if misfortunes bappen, which is very probable, it
would be bard that I should hereafter be blamed wben the
event is known, for measures tbat appear previously to he
weJl calculated lor the publick good. The vessels to be got
out are the Raudolph, Delaware, Andrew Doria, Independ-
ence, Ilornet, Fly, and JJlusfjuito, with many valuable mer-
chantmen. The Lexington, Sachem, and Wasp, may be
hourly expected in, if they escape the enemy. Sailors are
scarce; tradesmen at the camp, and a kind of stupor seems to
have seized every body tbat ougbt to give liS assistance, so
that it is inconceivable how slowly all \Vork goes on, and with
how much difficulty we can get any thing done. I have
applied to the Council of Safety to order down some trades-
men to finish the Delaware, jf possible. They wish, bllt

fear to comply; and if they do not, sbe must after a]] remain
here.

Gt'neral T1'asldngton desires n;\e to remain here as long
as possible, and promises to give me notice if any immediate
danger. I-Ie thinks the enemy are only waiting two events,
and when they happen they wi]] prosecute their desigi1S
against this city-that is, for ice to'cross the river, and for
the 1st January, when most of his Army wi1l disband; and
he says you might as well attempt to stop tbe winds from
blowing oj' tbe sun in its dinrnal as stop them from
going when their time is up.. General Sullit,a}l brought him
about two thousand men, General Gates auout six hundred;
and his whole force now consists of about five thousand men,
besides the city Militia. It's true, the country J\lilitia are
coming in, but I suppose as many \vill leave him the 1st
January as will join before that time; and jf so, it will not
be possible for him to save this city out of the hands of tlw
enemy, after they cross the .Delaware. On this view of
things, I think we ought to hazard every thing to get the
sbips out, and I shall ad\'ise .Mr. .Mcase, Mr. Tod, and all
others that have Continental stores, to be prepared for re-
moving them.

It is very mortifying to me when I am obliged to tr]] YOII
disagreeable things; but I am cOllllwlbl (0 in~JI'In Cong;'l'Ss
that the Continental currency keeps losing in credit. Many
people refuse openly and avowed I)' to recpive it; and sevpn;1
citi7.cns that retired into the country must ha\'e sran'ed if
their own private credit had not procured them the com-
mon necessaries of life, when nothing could ue got fi)r )'o~Jr
money. Some effectual rc!neoy s!Jou1d be speedily applied
to this e\'il, or the game wi]] be up. MI'. Commi5sar'y
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Wharton has told the General that the mills refuse to grind
for him, either from disaf1ection 01' dislike to the money.
Be that as it may, the consequences are terrible, for 1 do
suppose the Army wiJl not consent to starve.

At present, 1 don't recollect any thing to add to this let-
tel'; but as other occurrences happen, 1 shaJl give you the
trouble of more letters. I think it is tin:e that 1\11'.Pluck-
rose, the express 1 sent down with letters to you last Tues-
day, should return, unless detained .t()r some purpose cif
Congress. By him 1 sent a number of .French letters, &c.

I am, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant,
ROBT, MORRIS.

P. S. 1 am informed by Mr. Moylan tbat Colonel Guyon
(I think that is the name) was taken prisoner with General
LeI'.. He is the Colonel that came over in the Hancock
and Adams, Captain Smith, fi'om lVantl'.s.

To the Hon. Jolm Hancock, Esq., Presidrmt of Congress.

("Without date,]

SIR: It is impossible for me to appear on behalf of the
owners of the privateer Phwnix, Ca ptain Cunningham; for
although 1 was interested one twenty-fol1l'th part in that
vessel, yet I am not authorized by the other owners, nor
indeed do I know who they are, except Carter Brarton,
Esq., of 'Virginia, under whom my concern was held.
This gentleman and another in Virginia are authorized to
act li)r 1he wbole; and it would be very improper (or me
to interfere, especially in a 1ransaction that never han my
approbation. Whatever charges [lHlYfall to my share to
pay, I shaJl readily comply with; and I have pressed Mr.
Braxton to come up on the occasion. 1 wish the Com-
mittee would write, and urge him to appear before them,
that it may he settled; but I hope they will excuse me, for
the reasons assigned.

I am, sir, your obedient, humble servant,
ROBT. MOBRIS.

To the Hon. James Searle, Esq.

ROBERT ~lOllRlS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, December 23d, 1776.

Sm: I had the honour to recei\'e your obli~ing tl\'our of
yesterday, by Co]onell1Jo!Jlan. The contents give a most
melancholy aspl'ct to our affairs, and 1 wish to Hea \'en it
may be in our power to retrieve them. It is useless at this
period to examine into the causes of our present unhappy
situation, unless that examination would be productive of a
cure for the evils that surround us. In fact, those causes
have long been known to such as would open tbeir eJf's.
TIle very consequences of tfH'11}were often foret3ld, and
the measmes execrated by some of the best friends of Amer-
ica; hut in vain. An obstinate partiality to the habits and
customs of one part of this Continent has predominated in
the' publick councils, and too little attention been paid to
othFrs. To crilninate the authors of our el'l'ours would not
avail, but we cannot see ruin stariug us in the face without
thinking of them. It has been my fate (Q make an inelTect-
ual opposition to aJi short inlistments, to Colonial appoint-
ments of oiIlcers, and to many other measures that 1 thought
pregnant with mischiets; but these things either suited the
genius and habits, or squared with the sentiments of some
Statl~s that had sut1]cient influence to prevail; and nothing is
now left, but to extricate ourselves from the difficuJties in
which we are invoh'ed, if we can. Let us try our utmost;
man can do no more. I shall urge Mr. Jtlease to go on as
briskly as possible with the clothing, but it's impossible for
him to make much progress, as lllo>tof the tailors are at. the
camp. The muskets and other stores sha1l be sent out of
the city, and such pap(~rsas I can spare shall be sent away.
Th& fleet has always been my panicular care, and at this
time I am exceedingly anxious fOl' its safety; but the diffi-
cuJty of getting any thing done is inconceivable. Most of
the tradesmen neces,;ary to finish the Delaware, are at camp.
I have applied to the Council of Safety to orner some few
of them down, and although tbey wish, yet they fear to do
it, lest the rest should fo1l0\\'.

1 ha \'e now under my care the Randolph and Delaware
frigates, the bri.~at1tiue Andrew Doria, sloops JIomet, Inde-
pendcllce, 'and Fly, and schooner JJlusfjU/:to, a1l Continental

armed vessels, besides several valuable merehantmen, a!\
which I wish to get out to sea, and think it might be effected
if every man concerned would exert bimself in his depart-
ment. I try to give them spirits and invigorate their exer-
tions all in my power. The enemy have six sail cruising
about our capes, and keep a special 100k-olJt. Notwith-
standing this, the brigantine Andrew Doria, Captain Iwiah
Rubison, passed through them and got safe up this day.
She left St. Enstatia the bpginning of thisl11ollth, and on
the passage took a sloop of twdve guns, fitted out by Ad-
miral Gayton, at Jamaica, agreeable to orders of the Lords
of the Admiralty. She also took a snow from Jamaica, and
ordered both prizes in here, but it's most likely they will be
retaken. Before 1 quit this subject, permit me to observe
that there is a Lieutenant Josiah, of our Navy, prisoner, and
now at ~Vew- York, and we have prisoner at York- Town, in
this State, a Lientenant Bogan, of their Navy. I could
wish an exchanrre between them could be effected. Tbere
is also a Docto~ Ilodge, Surgeon to Colonel Cadwalader's
battalion of Pnmsylvanians, now prisoner in New- York, a
young man of much merit, and his abilities in his profession
would render him very useful could he be exchanged.

The sloop taken by the Andrew Doria was commanded
by a Mr. Jones, who has the King's commission as Master
and Commander. He behaved bravely, and I am told he
says Lord Howe will be desirous to redeem him. I suppose

his rank to be equal to a Major's or Lieutenant-Colonel's,
which I mention that your ExceJlency may advert to it, if
you wish for an exchange of allY particular officer of merit
of that rank. 'Ibis brigantine was sent by the Secret Com-
mittee for clothing and stores, and has brought in the Jollow-
ing cal'go: 208 dozen rail' of woolen stockings; 106 dozen
pair of worsted do.; 215 sailors' jackets; 2:3 great-coats;
50 pieces Dutch plains; 30 pieces (900 yards) flannel; 45
pieces b!ue, brown, and white cloth; 46~ blankets; 218
pieces 7-8ths linen; 496 muskets; 326 pair pistols; ~oo half
barrels powder; 14,101 pounds lead. 1 have enumerated

these articles, that you may judge what part is wanted for
your Army; and your orders shall be complied with. 1
shall only observe that these imports were intended for the
new levies; but circumstanced as you are, 1 think you shQldd
judge so]el)' of the propriety of applying them to our present
eXigencIes.

the brig Lexington and sloop Sachem may be hourly
looked for with further supplies; also sundry merchantmen ~
but I dread their approach to our capes. They took a
French snow in sight of the Andrew Doria, who protected
her as long as it was possible.

1 am fearful General Lee may suffer fOl' want of money
if the resentment of British officers runs as higb as they
have threatened; therefore to prevent present distress, I en....
close herein a set of exchange, drawn by the late Govern.
our Eden's Secretary, Mr. Smith., on Messrs. Thomas Lden
8r Co., for one hundred pounds sterling, which I heg you will
convey hy a flag to General Lee, with an as..'iUl'ance of a
furt!ler supply wlwnever he wants it. I have endorsed the
bills, and flatter myself that many gentlemen now in New-
York, to whom I am known, will advance the Genera] the
money upon them. I have no. dO.ubt but this matter may b(}
so managed as that General Lee will certainly get these bills
and the money for them, without putting you to much in-
convenience; and with the utmmt esteeo.l { renJa.in, dea~
sir, your most obedient servant,

ROBT. MORRIS.

P. S. Having sent my stores out of town, this is the best
paper 1 can command at present.

Decembel" 24.-Not meeting any conveyance for this letter
yesterday, I have since obtained the~nclosed bill. drawn hy
Captain Duncan J.f'lVicol and lI!~gh Fraser, Lieutenant
of the Hoyal Highland Emigrants, for £ i 16 9s. 3d. ster-
ling, in favour of Alerander Ingles, Esq., for amount of
supplies to them ill Charles-Town. It is drawn on Majur
Small, and I dare say will be paid; therefore I think it a
preferable remittance to General Lee than biDs on London j

and hope YOl1will convey it to him immediately. [{.1\1.

CAPTAIN COOK TO MARYLAN,D COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, December 2:Jd, 1776.

HONOUR,\BLE GIi:NT!,E~n:N: I wrote you from Christiana
Bridge on the 19th instant, and on the 2lst arrived at this
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place, when I waited on General Putnam for orders. He
directed me to the Marine Board. On waiting on them my
people were desired to assist in fitting out the Delaware.

There is nothing at this time appears alarming. The
enemy are retreating, it's supposed to winter quarters. I am
extremely willing to do every thing in my power to serve
our country, but it appears to me, from what intelligence we
have, that we shall not be wanting. In that case it will be
better to be. fitting out the Defence.

1 have enclosed you a list of the officers and men now
with me. They are in high spirits, and very desirous of en-
gaging the enemy; and I am saiisfied would have endea v.
!Jured to excel each other in being of rnost service to their
country. I had not time before I set off to make mention
of those gentlemen who are worthy of preferment. I now
will use the freedom of mentioning my First Lieutenant,
Mr. Auchenbick; likewise my Second, Mr. Burnell. Both
those gentlemen are very deserving, and none more worthy
within the circle of my acquaintance in the State of Mary-
land.

I am, honourable gentlemen, your most obedient, humble
servant, GEO. COOK.

To the honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland,
Annapolis.

ADDRESS TO THE INHABITANTS OF PENNSYLVANIA.
In Council of Safety, December 23,1776.

FRIENDS ANDCOUNTRYMEN:The pressing exigency of
the tillles induces us once more to address you, while we
can deplore the calamities of our country without restraint,
and before the voice of truth and the ex.cretions of tyranny
are forced back into the bosom of the wretched sufferer.
On your vigorous exertions alone, at this time, will depend
the privilege of ever addressing you in the style of freemen.
Should the enemy be encouraged by farther success, devas-
tation and ruin must mark their footsteps.

We call upon you, we entreat and beseech you, to come
forth to the assistance of our worthy General Washington,
and our invaded brethren in the Jerseys, if you wish to
secure your property from being plundered, and to protect
the innocence of your wives and children; if you wish to
live in freedom, and are determined to maintain that best
boon of Heaven, you have no time to deliberate. A manly
resistance will secure every blessing. Inactivity and sloth
will bring horrour and destruction. Step forth like men.
Feed not yourselves with the vain expectation of peace and
security; should the enemy succeed in reducing this country,
such hopes will vanish like the dreams of the night, and
plunge you into an irretrievable abyss of unspeakable
mIsery.

Shall we, with Heaven and justice on our side, (unless we
could impiously suppose that the Almighty has devoted
mankind to slavery,) shall we hesitate to meet our enemies
in ihe hostile field? The sons of America have not drawn
their swords to invade the rights of others, nor to reduce
populous countries to a state of desolation. It was not to
plunder the wealthy, nor to wrest from the laborious farmer
or industrious mechanick his hard-earned blessings, that
America had recourse to arms. No! Whilst our most hum-
ble petitions and pathetick expostulations yet rung in the
ears of our enemies, they wantonly attacked us on our own
peaceable shores.

May Heaven, who bestowed the blessing of liberty upon
you, awaken you to a proper sense of your danger, and rouse
that manly spirit of virtuous resolution which has ever bid
.defiance to the eftorts of tyranny. May you ever have the
glorious prize of liberty in view, and bear with a becoming
fortitude the fatigues and severities of a winter campaign:
that, and that only, will entitle you to the superlative dis-
tinction of being deemed, under God, the deliverers of your
country.

Many are the artifices of our enemies to delude and de-
ceive. False tales,of every kind are invented and propa-
gated to amuse and delay you. For this purpose, among
others, they have spread a report that your services are not
wanted. Believe no such reports; they are propagated by
traitors. Let all able-bodied men, whether Associators or
not, step forth at this crisis, under the officers of the district
where they reside, and march without delay to Pltiladel-

phia, except those of Berks and Northampton, who are to
join General Washington at Head-Quarters.

Vie conclude with enlreatingall Committees of Inspec-
tion, Officers of the Militia, and every friend to his country,
to exert their influence on the pl'esent occasion, and we
ha\'e not the least doubt but their virtuous endeavours will
be crowned with the most happy success.

By orJer of Council:
THOMAS WHARTON, Jun., President.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM AN OFFICER OF DISTINCTiON

IN THE AMERICAN ARMY.

Since I wrote you this morning, I have had an opportu-
nity of hearing a number of the particulars of the horrid
depredations committed by that part of the British Army
which was stationed at and near Penny town, under the
command of Lord Cornwallis. Besides the sixteen young
women who had fled to the woods to avoid their brutality,
and were there seized and carried off, one man had the cruel
mortification to have his wife and only daughter (a child of
ten years of age) ravished; this he himself, almost choked
with grief, littered in lamentations to his friend, who told me
of it, and also informed me that another girl of thirteen years
of age, was taken from her father's house, carried to a barn
about a mile, there ravished, and afterwards made use of by
five more of these brutes. Numbers of instances of the
same kind of beha\'iolU I am assured to have happened;
here their brutish lust were their stimulas; but wanton mis-
chief was seen in every part of the country; every thing
portable they plunder and carry off, neither age nor sex,
Whig or Tory, is spared; an indiscriminate ruin attends
every person they meet with; infants, children, old men, and
women, are left in their shirts, without a blanket to cover
them in this inclement season; furniture of every kind de-
stroyed or burnt; windows and doors broke to pieces; in
short, the houses left unhabitable, and the people left without
provisiolls, for every J1Orse, cow, ox, hogs, and poultry, car-
ried off; a blind old gentleman near Penny town, plundered
of every thing, and on his door wrote, "Captain Wills, of
the Royal lrish, did this 1" As a notable proof of their
regard and favour to their friends and well-wishers, they
yestel-day burnt the elegant house of Daniel Cox, Esq., at
Trenton Ferry, who has been their constant advocate, and
supporter of Toryism in that part of the country. This
behaviour of theirs has so exasperated the people of the
country, that they are flying to arms, and forming thernsel ves
into parties to waylay them and cut them off, wherever they
can meet with them. This, and other efforts which are
making, I hope will so strengthen them that they will soon
find their situation very disagreeable in New"Jersey. Another
instance of brutality happened near Woodbridge. One of
the most. respectable gentlemen in that part of the country
was alarmed by the cries and shrieks of a most lovely
daughter; he found an officer-a British officer-in the act
of ravishing her; he instantly put him to death; two other
officers rushed in with fusees, and fired two balls into the
father, who is now languishing under his wounds. I am
tired of this horrid scene; Almighty Justice cannot suffer it
to go unpunished; he will inspirit his people (who only
claim that liberty which he has entitled them to) to do them-
selves justice, to rise universaJly in arms, and drive these
invading tyrants out of our country.

Published by order of the Council of Safety.
GEO. BICKHAM, Secretary pro tern.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL REED.

Camp, above Trenton Falls, 23d December, 1776.

DEAR SIR: The bearer is sent down to know whether
your plan was attempted last night, and if not, to inform you
that Christmas day at night, one hour uefore day, is the time
fixed upon for oLir attempt on Trenton. For Heaven's
sake, keep this to yourself, as the discovery of it may prove
fatal to llS; our numbers, sorry am I to say, being less than
I had any conception of; but necessity, dire necessity, will,
nay must, justify my attack. Prepare, and in concert with
Griffin, attack as many of their posts as you possibly can
with a prospect of success; the more we can attack at tbe
~at11einstant, the more confusion we shall spread, and greater
good will result from it. If I had not been fully convinceu
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before of the enemy"s designs, I ha\'e now ample testimony
of their intentions to attack Philadelphia, so soon as the ice
will afford the means of conveyance. As the Colonels of
the Continental regiments might kick up some dust about
commanrl unless Cadwalader is considered by them in the
liaht of a Briaadier, which I wish him to be, I desired Gen-
e;al Gates, who is unwell and applied for lea ve to go to
Philadelphia, to endeavour, if his health would permit him,
to call and stay two or three days at Bristol in his way. I
shall not be particular; we could not ripen matters for o~r
attack before the time mentioned in the first part of this
letter, so much out of sorts. anri so much in want of every
thinCTare the troops under Sullivan, &c. Let me know by
a c~~'eful express the plan you ~re to ~ursue. The I~tt~r
herewith sent, forward on to Phzladelphw. I could wIsh It
to be in time for the Southern post's departure, which will
be, I believe, by eleven o'clock to-morrow.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant,
Go. WASHINGTON.

P. S. I have ordered our men to be provided with three
days' provisions ready cooked, with which, and their blankets,
they are to march; for if we are successful, which Heaven
grant, and the circumstances favour, we may push on. I
shall direct every ferry and ford to be well guarded, and not
a soul suffered to pass without an officer's going down with
the permit; do the same with you.

To Joseph Reed, Esq., or in his absence, to John Clldwala-
der, Esq., only, at Bristol.

Hugh Gaine's New-York Mercury, December23, li76.,

The brave Colonel Harcourt, of Burgoyne's Light-
Horse, took Lee, the deserter from his King's service and
late Rebel General, with a party of less than fifty men, in
the face of all the vagabond retinue, without the loss of a
silwle man. The Colonel, by several circumstances, found
auf his quarters, rode up to the hou;.e and surround(~d it.
Lee, fearful of being put to the sword, begged his life in a
manner which shows that where just and loyal principles are
not, true courage is never to be found. His life was granted
by the brave commander for further consideration. Lee was
brought to Brunswick, and is now confined under a strong
guard at that place.

General Clinton, Lord Percy, and the troops under their
command, have taken possession of Rhode-Island without
firinrf a sin ale CTun. Sir Peter Parker, Commodore 1lotlwm,
and °his J\'I",ie~ty's ships under their command, are safely
moored in NezlJport harbour.

The Rebels are every where mouldering away like a rope
of sand. 'With the most impotent bravadoes, they have not
yet had the spirit to make any thing like a stand in a single
encounter. The New-England people have neither money
nor recruits; and the rest of the Colonies are nearly drained
of their resources. Ruin, therefore, and destruction must be
the consequence of continuing the war any longer.

Mr. Washington, with about two thousand poor wretches,
wJJOcan <ret no subsistence but by following him, has fled
to Lancaster, in Pennsylvania. Many people of Philadel-
phia are retired, with their goods and effects, into the back
country, with but little provision for the winter.

The chain of posts fi)["fned by the British troops reach
within seventeen miles of Philadelphl:a, upon the banks of
the Delaware, and the first strong frost will aflord them a
natural bridge over it.

The Allens, and some other principal people of Philfl-
delphia, are come in, and have claimed the protection of his
Majesty's Army.

Great numbers in the Jersey,y have likewise come in and
taken the oaths; and two whole Counties have laid down
their arms together, and subscribpd the tpsts required in the
Commissioners' proclamation. Most of them express the
deepest sorrow for their late delusion, and freely acknowledge
that when they lost British protection they fell into rea]
slavery, and into slavery of the worst kind-the slavery of
weak and wicked men.

It is reported that some of the coal ships from Louisbourg
are taken by Rebel privateers, fitted out from the coasts of
New-England. Those unhappy people will soon see that
such ill-gotten and pirated goods will only lay the f(nmda-
tion of their own ruin.

FIFTH SERIES.- V OL. Ill.

GENERAL GEORGE CL!NTON TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Ramapough, December 23, 1776.

SIR: In my last I mentioned the difficulty the Militia
under my command in this quarter laboured under for want
of a Commissary to supply them with provisions. Whole
regiments have been days without any, except such scant}'
supplies as they have been able to purcbase from the inba~-
itants. Most of the regiments are out tbis day. I was 10
hopes they migbt be furnished at the post near /!:''ydman's
bridO'e. Generailleath, from tbe stores he told me were
ther~, induced me to believe so; but, to my great disappoint-
ment, I am now informed that the Commissary at tbat place
says he has not more meat in store or purchased than will
be sufficient for the two regiments of Tyler and Hunting-
ton, wbo are to leave this in a day or two. He says he
can't issue any, as his appointment is confined to Parsons's
brigade. I have wrote twice to Colonel Hays on this sub-
ject, representing the difficulties we laboured under, and
acquainting him that Convention expected he would, as a
Commissary of their appointment, supply us. I sent the last
letter by express to him yesterday, but be has never favoured
me with an answer. The Militia think tbey are ill used,
and I am sorry to say that, in my opinion, they have great
reason to complain. Tbey declare they wiJl go home and
leave me. Many have already gone, nor can I expect but
that the rest will be as good as their word. Indeed they
must desert or starve; and however well disposed, they wiJl
not submit to the latter. The consequences may be fatal to
the country. I am not to blame. I have done every thing in
my power. I bave no further influence over them; nor can
I, after not being able to perform my promises to tbem in the
letter by which I called tbem out, and which contained no
more than was ful1y warranted by the resolve of Convention,
ever think of commanding them. It would be cruel as weJl
as unjust to force them back to starve, nor shall I have
strength enough to do it.

This moment your letter of the 21st instant, with the en-
closures, were delivered me. Genera] Heath marched yes-
tet'day for Peekskill, where he is, with his division and all
the field-pieces,before this time. General Lincoln, from
~lassachnsetts-Bay, is at Danbury, or soon expected there,
on his way to Pefkskill, with six thousand men. The state
of the enemy's Army on this side is as follows: Leslie's

, brigade is at and near Achquahanock and Newark; three

hundred with three field-pieces, at Hackensack; six compa-
nies of Regulars aQd three of Buskirk's, at the new bridge,
arrived there yesterday evening. The enclosed lettcr from
Colonel Jlathorn, and a party I had out as far as Paramus,
confirm this account, though I am not certain but the three
hundred at Hackensack is part of Leslie's brigade. By to-
morrow, if I am not mistaken, my number wiJl not be equal
to the enemy's at llackensack and the bridge.

I observe by the resolves now sent me, two of my Colo-
nels, and other officers, are put under the direction of a Secret
Committee of your honourable House. In justice to my-
self, I bt'g leave to mention, I must consider this as a sus-
pension of my command, at least as far as it respects the
regiments and companies they command. As they cannot
be subject to my orders, I can't be answerable for the con-
duct of tbe hrigade.

I am, with due respect, your most obedient and humule
servant ,

GEO. CLINTON.
To the Honourable Abralwm Ten Broek, Esq., President of

the Convention of the State of New- York, at Fishkill.

MAJOR JOHNSON TO GENERAL CLINTON.

December 23,1776.

Sm: By orde.rs of Colonel Ellison, I received two prison-
ers yesterday, as you will see by the enclosed. And as you
are commander of that quarter, I think it proper to send tbem
to you, with a guard, under the command of Captain Drake;
and as I think them notoriously disaffected, byexar\}ination,
I should be of opinion to bave them weJl secured, and kept
in close confinement until sent to Committee, as is in the
enclosed directed. But if you should agree with my opin-
ion, tIJey should immediately be sent to the Provincial Con-
gress of this State. So I remain your humble servant,

JOHANNES J OllKSON, First Major.

To Brigadier-General Clinton.
87
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By virtue of his Excellency General Howe's orders, to
me directed, for raising in this Province a company of fifty
men, as soon as possible, you bave my direction, by virtue
of the power to me given, to recruit witb all possible expe-
dition to join in bis Majesty's service in this Province for
two years if wanted, 01"shorter time should the war be at
an end; for which, being mnstered, shall receive pay and
clothing provided by his Majesty. Given under my haild
at King's Bridge. JOHN EVERITT.

COLONEL HATHORN TO GE;NERAL GEORGE CLINTON.

Tapan, December 23,1776.

SIR: This informs you that yesterday, early in the even-
ing, we received information from one Mr. Cristy, whose
character we found to be good, that there were six com pa-
nil's of Regulars and three of late inlisted Tories, at the
new bridge. This news Christie had from one of tbe
neighbour's sons, who, by the persuasions of his parents,
had inlisted, bad marched with them yesterday from Bergen,
and is disposed to desert. A council of war was inane-
diately callp,d, and as there are three roads centre at Taliun,
above tbe main body of our men, who lay many miles scat-
tered, it was judged best to imbody and march to the north
of said roads, place several sentries, and order scouts, which
was soon done.

W I' have heard nothing from the enemy this niorning;
shall be glad if our conduct is approved of, and are ready
with great cheerfulness to comply with future orders.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
JOHN HATHORN, Col.

N. B. 'VI' are now sending out our moming scouts, and
dl'termine, if possible, to know the situation of the enemy
to-day.

I am informed by the person who brought the letter, that

the scouts could not go out for want of provision.

To Brigadier-General George Clinton, at Ramapough.

PETITION OF INHABITANTS OF WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NEW-
YORK.

Westchester County, December 23, 1776,

We, the subscribers, inhabitants of the County of West-
chester, and members of the General Committee for said
County, do, fOl' ourselves and our suffering brethren, beg
leave to lay before the bonourable Convention the distressed
situation they at present are in, praying tbat tbe Conven-
tion will take tbis important matter into their immediate
consideration, and grant the good inhabitants of said County
such relief as they in their wisdom may think expedient, and
the necessity of the case required.

First, that tbe inbabitants of said County are in continual
danger of being made prisoners, and their farms and babita-
tions plundered by Robert Rogers's party, consisting of
about seven hundred men, who daily make excursions in
di\'ers parts of said County, and taking witb them by force
of arms many of its good inbabitants, also their stock, grain,
and every thing else tbat falls in tbeir way, laying waste
and destroying all tbat tbey cannot take witb tbem, where-
by the friends to this State, who reside in this quarter, are
deprived of tbe necessaries of life.

Secondly, that \VI' did apply to Colone] Budd, desiring
him to raise the Militia fOl' our relief, who replied, that as
most of tbe well-affected and able part of the Militia were
in the service, it was impossible for him to raise such a
number of men as the nature of our request required.

Tbirdly, that altbough there were two brigades quartered
in said County, they did not (a1though not unacquainted
with our distress) afford us any relief or asS'istance, and that
we did apply to General Spencer, (then stationed near the
White-Plains,) praying bim to assist us, but we never re-
ceived any answer to our request. He in a few days after
remo\'ed from tbat place to Nortlt-Castle Church, leaving
us entirely exposed to the ravages and crue1ties of the ene-
my; tbat we are well informed, on General Spencer's being
asked why he retreated so far back, he replied, tbat he
thought us not worth defending. And General W8oster,
wbo is now stationed at the Saw-Pitts, in the eastern part
of the County, affords ns no assistance; and we ha \'1' been
informed that some of his otIicers should ha\'e said tbat they

would not defend the State, and if the ~enemy should make
their appearance, tlwy would retreat to tbe borders of COIl-
necticut, and there make a stand. We would furtber in-
form your honourable House, that many of the Eastern
troops, while in our counl ry, instead of protecting its inhabit-
ants /i'OIll the enemy, did plunder and distress them more
than the very enemy themseh"es, taking off with them our
stock, household furniture, and even our farming utensils.
From this alone, gentlemen, it must clearly appear to you,
that we cannot expect any relief from that quarter.

From the above relation of facts, and lIlany other circum-
stances that you are not unacquainted with, we make no
doubt will inollce you without delay to give us sllcb relief
as Our much-distressed country now loudly calls for. W 0
rdy upon you, gentlemen, for assistance. Our Jives and
every thing dear and near to us depends on you for tbeir
preservation.

JOHN THOMAS, .Jun., Chairman Com.
WM. MILLER, Deputy do.
JOSEPH YOUNG.
PETER V AN T ASSET..
FRED. JAY.

NICHOLAS FISH TO GENERAL HEATH.
Flag of Truce, offVer Plank's Point, December 23d, 1776.

My DEAR GENERAL: The flag of truce tbat was ordered
by tbe Convention of tbis State to go to New- York with
the persons, families, and effects of Mrs. inglis, Mrs. Liv-
ing.~ton, Mrs. ltioore, the two Mrs. Lake, and Mrs, Bruce,
(to the command of which I was by them appointed,) ar-
rived here this evening-. Sbortly after our arrival Colond
Tupper visited us in person, and informed me that he had
received your Honour's order to prevent our going to New-
York, until all the lettl'l'S and papers, excepting the private
papers of the Jaoies' busbands, should be examined by YOllr

Honour. The reason ofwhicb, from Colonel Tupper's own
saying, appears to be, tbat your Honour considers me as an
otIicer acting in a civil Jine, I suppose from a consciollsness
of the expiration of the period of service of General Scott'S"
briaade, to wbich I was formerlv attached. But I would
beg leave to inform your Honou~, that notwithstanding that
fact, I do consider myself as belonging to the Army, inde-
pendent of tbe Convention's appointment of me to the flag;
but was I not, this appointment, I conceive, fully constitutes
me a military character.

In consequence of my instructions ti'Om Convention, I
have administereo the oath to each of the ladies, and to
Messrs. Wallace and Shearbrooke, therein contained, wbich
is to the following purport: "That they had not, nor would
take on board, or carry by the sloop (in which we came) or
flag (lying off ~VerPlank's Point) any letters or papers but
what they would respecti\'ely submit to my inspection, nor
any goods, effects, 01' money, but what belonged to their
respective husbands or them." Besides wbich, the Com-
mittee of Ncw- Windsor and myself have examined with the
utmost care, lest there should be provisions (beyond what

we conceived necessary fiwtheir subsistence on tbe passage)
conveyed by the said sloop to lVew- York.

As to the letters, the most of them have been examined
by a Committee of Convention, and returned to me; others
have been since banded to me, of which I have examined

tbe otbers I intendf'd to complete this night, But
that we might not be unnecessarily delayed, I have transmit-
ted them all to your Honour. I must therefore, sir, in ten-
derness to the ladies and their children, of which there are
eighteen or twenty, and in a small boat much incommoded,

solicit your Honour's attention to the examining of them as
speedily as may be convenient.

I am, with due respect, your Honour's most obedient,

humble servant, N ' FICFf S ISH.

To the Hon. MajOl'-General lIeath.

Peek's Kill, &c., [24 December, 1776,]

Major Nicholas Fish having been appointed by the hon-

oUl'able Convention of the State of New- York to attend tbe
families of the Re\'. Mr. Inglis and others, within men-
tionl'd, to New- York, in a flag, and to solicit the removal of
the families and effects of some of the subjects of this State
from that place, I do hereby allow a flag 101'that purpose.

WM. HEATH, Major-General.
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COLONEL HUNTINGTON TO GENERAL HEATH.

Clove, 23d December, 1776.

DEAlt GENF.RAL: .Mr. De Peyster left Paramus Jast night
at eleven o'clock; says that a boy of [Jisacquaintance had
been sent to Ilackillsac7c on business, and was imprisoned
by Major Tenpenny, at the New Bridge, on suspicion of his
beinu a sn )

"
that after bein" confined two hours, and sworno r"

b

to secrecy, he was set at liberty. This boy was told by
Tenpenny that he should be at Paramus this night. He
was told by Mrs. Zabriski at the Bridge, that there were
two thousand troops in and about Ilackinsac7c. I am send-
inO' my list and bauuaue off to lIaverstraw. Will it not be
be~t to send some ~:s~~1 from Peekskill to carry them up?

I am, with respect and esteem, your most obedient,
JED. HUNTINGTON.

General Heath.

WILLIA~I DOBBS TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Peekskill, December 23, 1776.

This is to certify the gentlemen of the honourable Con-
vention, that at the evacuation of King's Bridge, and the
soldiers were all gone into Fort Independence, that there lay
there a petti auger, unrigged, which I took and caused to be
rigged and brought her past his Majesty's ships to this place,
which craft I have since repaired, and yesterday I was called
upon by one Boyd, and he demanded of me the receipt for
her. I told him I would give him no receipt, but that I
would write to the Convention concerning the craft; and I
hope the honourable House will grant me said craft as my
own pl'Operty, as I have since understood that she then did

. belong to one ltlerrit, who is since gone to the Regular.s.
The gentlemen of the Convention well know the losses that
1 have met with by the King's ships. I have lost the quar-
ter part of four pilot boats, which I would not at that time
have taken six hundred pounds for, and I have never re-
ceived the restitution of one fartlling for them; and 1 sball
rest tbe whole into your consideration.

So 1 remain, gentlemen, yoUI' most humble servant,
W ~1. DOBBS.

To the honoutable Can vention of the State of New- York.

SA~1UELTUDER TO PETER R. LIVINGSTON.
Poughkeepsie, December 23, lii6.

GENTLEMEN: As we are informed you have a quantity of
tar at Fishkill [..anding, and we are much in want of some
for Mr. Dc Grnshe, to tar the rigging for the ships, should
be glad you would let MI'. De Grushe, the bearer, have
some. He will inform you what quantity he will want.

1 am, with great respect, gentlemen, your very humh]e
sen'ant,

SAM'L TUDER.

To the Hon. Peter R. Livingston, President of the Con-
vention at E'ishkill.

JOHN FIELD TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

December 23, 1776.

I beg lea ve to inform your Honours that 1 happened at
New-London, in the State of Connecticut, and at the request
of the Committee, 1 assisted in bringing off the stock from
Long-Island to the amount of £44 5s., lawful money, for
which said Committee allowed; and that [ am in great want
of tbe same; and further, that my family is nigh the seat of
war, and ha~'e been obliged to quit their habitations in the
Jerseys, and are in distressed and needy circumstanr.es; and
I desire that your Honours would give an immediate answer.
I must go to their relief as soon as possible.

So I remain your friend and humble servant,
JOHN FIELD.

To the honourable Congress of the State of J.Vew-York.

BENJAMIN MARVIN TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

23d December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: 1 having from the first of the unhappy con-
troversy between Great Britain and the States of America,
en<raged in the service of my country, not from sinister views
to "'advance my private interest, but purely for the good of
my country, and to maintain the liberty of the same, think
it but reasonable that I should be continued in the same,

considering I have sacrificed my interest in the cause of my
COlJnItT , and but just escaped with my life and the lives of
my family, leaving all to be destroyed by our unnatural
enemies; and not being duly represented, I am, gentlemen,
under the disagreeable necessity to represent my case !Oyou
myself. 1 served the last year a First Lieutenant 111the
First Company of the Third New- York Regiment, and this
year in the same capacity in the First Company, in the
Second New-York Regiment, and for what I know, have
given good satisfaction both to officers and men. And if
there is any person hath brought any thing against me to
your honourable House, to wrong my cbaracler, I should be
glad to know it, that I might defend it; and, on the contrary,
if I am deservingsuch treatment, 1 shall calmly retire from
the service, and leave it to tbose who are more deserving. I
would therefore petition your honourable House to take my
case into your wise consideration,and if in your wisdom you
think proper to do any thing for me, it will be gratefully
acknowledged by your Honours' most humble servant,

BENJ'N MARVIN.

To the honourable Congress at Fishkill.

AN ADDRESS OF TIlE CONVENTION OF THE REPRESENTATIVES

OF TIlE STATE OF NEW-YORK TO THEIR CONSTITUENTS.

At tbis most important period, when the freedom and
bappiness, or the slavery and misery, of the present and
future generations of Americans, is to be determined on a
solemn appeal to tbe Supreme Ruler of all events, to whom
every individual must one day answer for the part he now
acts, it becomes the duty of the Representatives of a fi"ee
people to call their attention to this most serious subject, and
the more so at a time when their enemies are industriom,ly
endea vouring to delude, intimidate, and seduce them by false
suggestions, artful misrepresentations, and insidious promises
of protection.

You and all men were created free, and authorized to
establish civil government, for the preservation of your rights
against oppression, and the security of that freedom which
God hath given you, against the rapacious hand of tyranny
and law]ess power. It is, therefore, not only necessary to
the well-being of society, but the duty of every man, to op-
pose and repel all those, by whatever name or title distin~
guished, who prostitute the powers of Government to destroy
the happiness and freedom of tbe people over whom they
may be appointed to rule.

Under the auspices and direction of Divine Providence,
your forefathers removed to the wilds and wilderness of
America. Dy their industry they made it a fruitful, and by
their virtue a happy, country. And we should still have
enjoyed the blessings of peace and plenty, if we had not
forgotten tbe source from which tbose blessings flowed, and
permitted our country to be contaminated by the many
shameful vices which have prevailed among us.

It is a well known truth, that no virtuous people were

ever oppressed; and it is also true that a scourge was never
wanting for those of an opposite character. Even the Jews,
those favourites of Heaven, met with tbe frowns, wbenever
they forgot the smiles, of their benevolent Creator. By
tyrants of Egypt, of Babylon, of Syria, and of Rome, they
were severely chastised. And those tyrants themselves,
wben tbey bad executed tbe venge-ance of Almighty God,
their own crimes bursting on their own heads, received the
rewards justly due to their violation of the sacred rights of
mankind.

You were born equa!ly free with the JEWS,and have as
good a right to be exempted from the arbitrary domination
of Britain as they had from the invasions of Egypt, Baby-
lon, Syria, or Rome. But they for their wickedness were
permitted to be scourged by the latter, and we for our wick-
edness are scourged by tyrants, as cruel and implacable as
those.

Our case, bowever, is peculiarly distinguished from theirs.
Their enemies were strangers, unenlightened, and bound to
them by no ties of gratitudeor consanguinity. Our enemies,
on the contrary, are themselves Christians. They are of a
nation and people bound to us by the strongest ties-a peo-
pIe by whose sides we have fought and bled, whose power
we have contributed to raise, who owe much of their wealth
to our industry, and whose grandeur has been augmented
by our exertions.

*
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It is unnecessary to remind you that during the space of
between one and two hundred years, e\'ery man sat under his
own \'ine and his own 6g-tree, and there was none to make
him afraid. Tbat the people of Britain never chimed a right
to dispose of us, and every thing belonging to us, according to
their will and pleasure, until the reign of the present King
of tbat Island. And tbat to enforce this abominable claim
they have invaded our country by sea and by land. From
this extravagant and iniquitous claim, and from tbe unrea-
sonable as well as cruel manner in wbichthey would gain
our submission, it seems as tbough Providence were de-
termined to lIse them as instruments to punish the guilt of
this country, and bring us back to a sense of duty to our
Cre:ltor.

You may remember that to obtain redress of the many
grievances to which the King and Parliament of Great
Britain had subjected you, the most dutiful petitions were
presented, not only by the several Assemblies, but hy the
Representatives of all America, in General Congress: And
you cannot have forgot with what contempt they were
neglected; nay, the humblest of all petitions, praying only
to be heard, was answered by the sound of tbe trumpet and
clashina of arms. This, however, is not tbe only occasion on
which the hearts of Kings have been hardened; and in all
probability it wiJl add to the number of those instances in
which their oppression, injustice, and hardness of heart, have
worked their destruction.

Being bound by the strongest obligations to defend the
inheritance which God hath given us, to Him we referred our
cause, and opposed the assaults of our taskmasters, being
determined rather to die frce than live slaves, and entai.l
bonda<re on our children.

By °OUI'vigorous efforts, and by the goodness of Divine
Providence, those cruel invaders were driven {j'om our cOlln-
try in the last campaign. We then Hattered ourselves tbat
the signal success of our arms, and tbe unanimity and spirit
of our people, would have induced our foes to desist from
the prosecution of their wicked designs, and disposed their
hearts to peace. But peace we had not yet deserved.
Exultation took place of thanksgiving, and we ascribed that
to our own prowess which was only to be attributed to the
great Guardian of the innocent.

The enemy with greater strength again invade us-invade
us not less by their arts than their arms. They tell you,
that if you submit you shall have protection; that their
King breathes nothing but peace; that he will revise (not
repeal) all his cruel acts and instructions, and will receive
you into favour. But what al'e the tel'llls on which you are
promised peace? Have you heard of any, except absolute,
unconditional obcdience and sel'vile submission? If his pro-
fessions are honest-if he means not to cajole and deceive
you-why are you not explicitly infol'med of the terms, and
whether the Parliament mean to tax you hereafter at their
will and pleasure? Upon this and the like points, these
Military Commissioners of peace are silent; and, indeed, are
not authol'ized to say a word, unless a power to grant par-
dons implies a power to adjust claims and secure privileges,
01' unless the bare possession of life, is the only privilege
which Americans are to enjoy. For a power to gmnt par-
don is the only one which their Parliament or Prince have
thought proper to give them. And yet they speak of peace.
But they hold daggers in their hands. They invite you to
accept of blessings, and stain your habitations with blood.
Their voice resembles the voice of Jacob, but tbeir hands are
like the hands of Esau.

If their Sovereign intends to repeal any of the acts we
complain of, why are they not especially named? If he
designs you shall be free, why does he not promise that the
claim of his Parliament, to bind you in all cases whatsoever,
shaH be given up and relinquished? If a reasonable peace
was intended, why did he not empower his Commissioners
to treat with the Congress, or with Deputies from all the
Assemblies; or why was not some other mode devised, in
which America might be heard? Is it not highly ridiculous
for them to pretend that they are authorized to treat of a
peace bctween Britain and America, with every man they
meet? Was such a treaty ever heard of before? Is such
an instance to be met with in the history of mankind? No!
The truth is, peace is not meant; and their specious preten-
ces and proclamations, are calculated only to disunite and
deceive.

If the King of Britain really desires peace, why did he
order all your vessels to be seized and con6scated? Wby
did he most cruelly command that the men found on board
such vessels, should he added to the crews of his sbi ps of
war, and compeHed to 6ght against their own countrymen;
to spill the blood of their neighbours and friends, nay of their
fathers, their brothers alld children? And all this before his
pretended ambassadors of peace had arrived on our shores.
Does any history, sacred or profane, record any thing more
impious, more horrible, more execrably wicked, tyrannical
or d,'velish? If there be one single idea of peace in his
mind, why does he order your cities to be burot, your coun-
try desolated, your brethren to starve and languish and die
in prisons? If any thing was intended besides destruction,
devastation, and bloodshed, why are the mercenaries of
Germany transported near four thousand miles, to plunder
your houses, to ravish your wives and daughters, to strip
your infant children, to expose whole fi\milies naked, mise-
rable and forlorn, to want, to hungt'r, to inclement skies,
and wretched deaths? If peace were not totally reproba-
ted by him, why are those pusillanimous, deluded, servile
wretches, among you, who, for present ease or impious
bribes, would sell their Jiberty, their children, and tlH'ir souls;
who, like savagcs, worship'every devil who promises not to
hurt them, or obey any mandates, however cruel, for which
they are paid ;-ho\V is it that these sordid, degenerate crea-
tures, who bow the knee to this King, and daily offer incense
at his shrine, should be denied the peace so repeatedly
promised them? Why are tbey indiscriminately abused,
robbed, and plundered, with their more deserving neigh-
bours? But in this world, as in the other, it is right and
just that the wicked should be punished by their seducers.

In a word, if peace was the desire of your enemies, and
humauity their object, why do they thus trample under foot
every right and every duty, human alld divine? Why, like
the demons of oJd, IS their wrath to be expiatl'd only by
human sacrifices? Why do they excite the savages of the
wilderness to murder our inhabitants, and exercise cl'Uel.ties
unheard of among civilized nations? No regard fi)r reli"ion
or virtue remains among them. Your very churches bear
witness of their impiety; your churches are"used without
hesitation as jails, as stables, and as houses of sport and
theatrical exhibitions. What faith, what trust, what confi-
dence, can you repose in these men, who are deaf to the
call of humanity, dead to every sentiment of religion, and
void of all regard for thp, temples of the Lord of Hosts?

And wby all this desolation, b]oodshed, and unparalleled
cruelty? They tell you to reduce YOll to obedience. Obe-
dience to what? To their sovereign will and pleasure!
And what then? Why, then you shall be pardoned,
because you consent to be slaves. And why should you
be slaves now, ha \.ing been freemen ever since this country
was settled? Beeause, forsooth, the Kina and Parliament
of an island three tbousand miles off, choo;e that you sbou]d
be hewers of wood and drawers of water for them. And is
this the people whose proud domination you are taught to
solicit? Is this the peace which some of you so ardently
desire? For shame! lor shame!

But you al'e told that their armies are numerous, their
fleet strong, their soldiers valiant, their resources great; that
you will be conquered; that victory ever attends their stand-
ard; and therefore that your opposition is vain-your resist-
ance fruitless. \Vhat then? You can but be sla ves at last,
if you should tbink life wortb holding on so base a tenure.

But who is it that gives victory? By whom is a nation
exalted? Since what period hath tbe race been always to
the swift and the battle to the strong? Can you be per-
suaded tbat the merciful King of kings hath surrendered His
crown and sceptre to the merciless tyrant of Britain, and
committed the affairs of tbis lower world to his guidance,
control and direction? We learned otherwise from our
f.1thers; and God him.3elf hath told us, that strength and
numbers avail not against Him. Seek, then, to be at peace
with Him; solicit His alliance, and fear not the boasted
strength and power of your foes.

You may be told that your forts have been taken, your
country ravaged, and that your armies have retreated, and

. therefore that God is not with you. It is true that some forts
have been taken, that our country hath been ravaged, and
that our Maker is displeased with us. But it is also true that
the King of Heaven is not like the King of Britain, implac-
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able. If His assistance be sincerely implored, it will surely
be obtained. If we turn from our sins, He will turn from
His anger. Then will our arms be crowned with success,
and the pride and power of 0111'enemies, like the arrogance
and pride of Nebuchadnezzar, will vanish away. Let liS do
our duty, and victory will be our reward. Let a general
reformation of manners take place; let no more widows
and orphans, compelled to fly from their peaceful abodes,
complain that you make a market of their distress, and take
cruel advantage of their necessities; w hen your country
is invaded and cries aloud for your aid, fly not to some
secure corner of a neighbouring State, and remain idle
spectators of her distress, but share in her fate, and manfully
support her cause; let universal charity, publick spirit,
and private virtue, be inculcated, encouraged and practised;
unite in preparing for a vigorous defence of your country,
as if all depended on your own exertions; and when you
have done these things, then rely upon the good Providence
of Almighty God for success, in full confidence, that without
Hi~ blessing all our efforts will evidently fail.

A people moving on these solid principles never have,
and never will be, subjugated by any tyrant whatever.
Cease, tllen, to desire the flesh-pots of Egypt, and remem-
ber their taskmasters and oppressions. No longer hesitate
about rejecting all dependence on a King, who will rule you
only with a rod of iron. Tell those who blame you for de-
claring yourselves independent, that you have done no more
than what your late King had done for you. That he de-
cI;\red you to be out of his pl'Otection. That he absolved
you from all allegiance. That he Imde war upon YOII,and
instead of your King he became your enemy and destroyer.
By his consent, by his own act, you became independent of
his Crown. If you are wise YOLI will always continue so.
Freedom is now in your power. Value the heavenly gift.
Remember, jf you dare to neglect or despise it, you offer an
imult to the Divine Bestower. Nor despair of keeping it.
Despair and despondency mark a little mind, and indicate a
gro.velingspirit. After the armies of Rome had been repeat-
edly defeated by Hannibal, that Imperial City was besieged
by this brave and experienced General, at the head of a
numerous anrl victorious army. But so far was her glorious
citizens from being dismayed by the loss of so many battles,
and of all their country, so confident in their own virtues
and the protection of Heaven, that the very land on which
the Carthagenians were encamped was sold at pulJlick auc-
tion for more than the usual price. Those heroick citizens
disdained to receive his protections or to regard his procla-
mations. They remembered that their ancestors had left
them free,-ancestors who had bled in rescuing their coun-
try from the tyranny of Kings. They invoked the protec-
tion of the Supreme Being. They bra~'ely defended their
city with unrlaunted resolution; they repelled the enemy,
and recovered their country. Blush, then, ye degenerate
spirits, who give all over C<)rlost, because your enemies have
marched through tht'ee 01' four Counties in this and a neigh-
bouring State,-ye who basely fly, to have the yoke of
slavery fixed upon YOllr necks, and to swear that you and
your children after you shall be sla ves forever! Such men
deserve .to be slaves, and are fit only for beasts of burden to
the rest of mankind. Happy would it be for America if
they were removed away, instead of continuing in this coun-
try, to people it with a race of animal~ who, from their form,
must be classed among the human species, but possess none
of those qualities which render man more respectable than
the brutes.

There never yet was a war in which victory and success
did not some times change sides. In the present, nothing
has happened either singular or decisive. Inquire dispas-
sionately, and be not deceived by those artful tales which
emissaries from the enemy so industriously circulate.

A powerful and well-disciplined army, supported by a re-
spectable fleet, invade this country. They are opposed by
an army which, though numerous and brave, is quite undis-
ciplined. Notwithstanding this manifest disparity, they have
nevel' thought it prudent to give us battle, tbough they have
often had the fairest opportunities. True it is, that takin"
advantage of that critical moment when our forces are almost
disbanded, they have penetrated into Jersey, and marched a
considerable distance without being attacked. If any are'
alarmed at tbis circumstance, let them consider that we do
not fight for a few acres ofland, but for freedom-for the free-

dom and happiness of millions yet unborn. Would it not be
highly imprudent to risk such important events upon the issue
of a general battle, when it is certain Great Britain cannot
long continue the war, and by protracting it, we cannot fail of
success? The British Ministry, sensible of this truth, and
convinced that the people of England are aware of it, have
promised that the present campaign shall be the last. They
are greatly and justly alarmed at their situation. A country
drained of !lIen and money, the difficulties of supplying
fleets and armies at so great a distance, the danger of do-
mestick insurrections, the probability that France will take
advantage of their defenceless condition, the ruin of their
commerce by ollr privateers,-these are circumstances at
which the boldest are dismayed. They are convinced that
the people will not remain long content in such a dangerous
situation; hence .it is that they press so hard to make this
campaign decisive; and hence it is that we should endeav-
our to avoid it. Even suppose that Philadelphia, which
many believed to be of such great importance, suppose it
was taken or abandoned, t.he conquest of America will still
be at a great distance. Millions, determined to be free, still
remain to be subdued-rnilJions who disdain to part with
their liberties, their consciences, and the happiness of their
posterity in future ages, for infamous protections and dis-
honourable pardons.

But amidst all the terrour and dismay which have taken
hold upon some weak minds, let us consider the advantage
under which we prosecute the present war. Our country
supplies us with ever)' commodity which is necessary for life
or defence. Arms and ammunition are now abundantly
manufactured in almost alJ the American States, and our
armies will be abundantly supplied with alJ military stores.
We have more fighting men in America than Britain can
possibly send. Our trade is fi'ee, and every port of France
and Spain affords protection to our ships. Other nations,
invited by the advantages of the commerce, wilJ doubtless
soon follow their example; and experience must convince
the most incredulous that the British Navy cannot exclude
us from the sea. If their armies have invaded, ravaged, and
plundered our dominions and our people, have we not suc-
cessfulJy attacked them on their boasted empire of the ocean?
Have not our privateers brought into our ports of America
British property to the amount of more than fifteen hundred
thousand pounds? And do we not daily receive the most
valuable cargoes from foreign countries, in spite of those
fleets whose colours have waved in triumph over the globe?
The article of salt, about which some of you have been un-
easy, will soon be fully supplied. The shores of America
are washed by the ocean for more than two thousand miles.
Works for manufacturing salt have been erected and proved
successful, and many cargoes of it are expected, and have
arrived, in the neighbouring States. Provisions of e\'ery
kind abound among us. From our plenteous stores Great
Britain hath heretofore supplied her necessities, though she
now most wantonly and ungratefully abuses the kind hand
which hath ministered to her wants and alJeviated her dis-
tress. As to clothing, the rapid increase of our manufactu-
rers, and the supplies we obtain from abroad, quiet alJ fears
upon that suhject. By the most authentick intelligence from
Europe, we are informed that the people of France are ripe
for a war with Britain, and will not omit the present op-
portunity of extending their commerce, and humbling their
rival. Every State in Europe beheld with a jealous eye the
growing power of the British empire, and the additional
strength she daily received from this amazing Continent;
for they could not but perceive that their own security was
diminished iu proportion as her power to injure tbem in-
creased. Whence is it, then, that some persons pretenoto
assure you that France, ~pain, and the other European
States, are not disposed to favour you? The wise and vir-
tuous of all nations have pronounced our cause to be just,
and approved the manner in which our resistance hath been
conducted.

Whoever, therefore, eonsiders the natural strength and
ad\'antage of this country, the distance it is removed from
Britain, the obvious policy of many European Powers, the
great supplies of arms and ammunition cheerfully afforded
liS by the French and Spaniards, and the feeble and desti-
tute condition of Britain,-that she is drained of men and
of money, obliged to hire foreign mercenaries for the execu-
tion of her wicked purposes; in arrears to her troops for a
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twel vemonth's pay, which she cannot or ~il1 not discharge;
her credit sunk; her trade ruined; her inhabitanls di vided;
her King unpopular, and her Ministers execrated; tbat she
is overwhelmed with a monstrous debt, cut off from the vast
revenue heretofore obtained by taxes on American produce;
her West-India Islands in a starving condition; her ships
taken; her merchants involved in bankruptcy; her designs
against us wicked, unjust, cruel, contrary to tbe laws of God
and man, pursued with implacable, unrelenting vengeance,
and in a manner barbarous and opposed to tbe usage of ci\'il-
ized nations i-whoever considers that we have humbly
sought peace and bE'en refused; that we have been denied
even a hearing; all our petitions rejected; all our remon-
strances disregarded; that we fight not for conquest but only
for security; that our cause is tbe cause of God, of human
nature and posterity i-whoever, we say, seriously considers
these things, must entertain very improper ideas of the Di-
vine justice to wbich we have appealed, and be very lillIe
acquainted with the course of human affairs, to harbour the
smallest doubt of our being successful.

Remember the long and glorious struggle of the United
Netherlands against the power of Spain, to which they had
once been subjected. Their extent was sma\1, their country
poor, their people far from numerous, and unaccustomed to
arms, and in tbe neighbourhood of their enemies. .~pain,
at that time the most powerful kingdom in Europe, her tleet
formidable, her armies great, inured to war, and led by the
best Generals of the age, and her Treasury overtlowing with
the weald;} of ~Me~ricoand Peru-endea~'oured to enslave
them. They dutifully remonstrated against the design.
Their petitions were treated with contempt, and fire and
sword was carried into their country to compel submission.
They nobly resolved to be free. They declared themselves
to be independent States, and after an obstinate struggle,
frustrated the wicked intentions of Spain.

Switzerland presents us witb another instance of magna-
nimity. That country was oppressed by cruel tyrants, but
the people refused to continue in bondage. With arms in
their hands they ex pelled those tyrants, and left to their de-
scendants the portion of freedom.

Even England, whose Genius now blushes for the degen-
eracy of her sons, hath afforded examples of opposition to
tyranny which are worthy to be imitated by all nations.
His sacred Majesty Charles the First, lost his bead and his
Crown by attempting to enslave his subjects; and bis sacred
Majesty James the Second, was for the same reason expelled
the kingdom, with his whole family, and tbe Prince of
Orange chosen King in his stead. The English were too
wise to believe that the person of any tyrant could be sacred,
and never suffered any man to wear the crown who attempt-
ed to exercise the powers of royalty to the destruction of the
people from wbom those powers were derived.

This practice is not only consistent with human reason,
but perfectly consonant to the will and practice of God him-
self. You know that the Jews were under his peculiar direc-
tion, and you need not be informed of the many instances
in which he took the crown from such of their Kings as
refused to govern according to the laws of the Jews.

If, then, God hath given us freedom, are we responsible
to him for that, as well as otber talents? If it be our birth-
right, let us not sell it for a mess of pottage, nor suffer it to
be torn from us by tbe hand of violence! If tbe means of
defence are in our power and we do not make use of tbem,
what excuse shall we make to our children and our Creator?
These are questions of the deepest concern to us all. These
are questions which materially affect our happiness, not only
in this world but in the world to come. And surely, "if
ever a test for the trial of spirits can be necessary, it is now.
1f ever those of liberty and faction ought to be distinguished
from each other, it is now. If ever it is incumbent on the
people to know truth and to follow it, it is now."

Rouse, therefore, brave Citizens! Do your duty like
men! and be persuaded that Divine Providence will not
permit this Western World to be involved in the horrours of
slavery. Consider that, from the earliest ages of the world,

'

Religion, Liberty, and. Empire, have been bounding their
course towards the settlllg sun. The Holy Gospels are yet
to be preached to those western regions, and we have the
highest reason to believe that tbe Almighty will not suffer
Slavery and the Gospel to go hand in hand. It cannot, it
will not be.

But if there be any among us dead to all sense of honour
and love of their country; if deaf to all the calls of liberty,
virtue, and religion; if forgetful of the magnanimity of their
ancestors, and tbe happiness of their cbildren; if neither the
examples and success of other nations, the dictates of reason
and of nature, or the great duties they owe to their God,
themselves, and their posterity, bave any effect upon them;
if neitber the injuries tbey have received, the prize tbey are
contending for, the future blessings or curses of their chil-
dren, the appJause or reproach of all mankind, the approba-
tion 01' displeasure of their Great Judge, or the happiness or
misery conseguent upon their conduct in this and a future
state, can move them, then let them be assured tbat tbey
deserve to be slaves, and are entitled to nothing but anguish
and tribulation. Let them banish from their remembrance
the reputation, the freedom and happiness, which they have
inherited from their forefathers. Let them forget every duty,
human and divine; remember not that they have children;
and beware how they call to mind the justice of the Supreme
Being. Let them go into captivity, like the idolatrous and
disobedient Jews, and be a reproach and a by-word among
the nations.

But we think better things of you. We believe, and are
persuaded, that you wiJl do YOUI'duty like men, and cheer-
funy refer your cause to the great and righteous Judge. 1£
successcrown your efforts, all the blessingsof Freedom will
be your reward. If you fail i[} the contest, you will be
happy with God, and liberty in Heaven.

By the unanimous order of tbe Convention:
AB'M TEN BROECK,President.

FishkiJI, December 23d, 1776.

COLONEL VAN SCH;AJCKTO COMMITTEE OF ARRANGEMENT.
Albany, December 23,1776.

GENTLEMEN: I enclose the Committee a Jist of the offi-
cers in the First Battalion who ha ve declined tbe service, &c.

I take the liberty to recommend to the notice of the Com-
mittee, in the room of those who have declined: for Lieuten-
ants, Nathaniel Henry, Guy Young, and Henry Defcndorfj
for Ensigns, Jonathan Brown, Bennet, Tlwmas
Hicks, JacobJa. Klock. .

Several of the above gentlemen I have furnished with
money, and immediately sent them on the recruiting service,
in order that this most necessary business might not be de-
layed any longer.

In a former letter I recommended Timothy Hughes and
Francis Sh'aw. Those gentlemen have since been provided
for in Colonel Livingston's regiment.

I am, with perfect esteem, the Committee's most humble
servant,

G. V. SCHAICK.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO TIlE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Middletown, in Connecticut, 23d December, ]776.

SIR: I am now to acquaint you tbat on the 3d instant I
received intelligence from New-London, by express, that
ten large shi ps of the enemy were then standing into that
harbour. Orders were issued for the Militia of the country
immediately to marcb for the defence of that place, who ac-
cordingly proceeded in great numbers. By the 5th instant
the enemy's tlGet was increased to upwards of eighty sail,
many of which carne down the Sound by Hell-Gate, and
others round ~[QntaugePoint. On the 6th instant tbey got
under sail, steering eastward, and before night left the har-
bour, which released our Militia from any further fatigue and
service at that place.

Soon after tbe fleet left New-London, I received informa-
tion from Governour Cooke by express, tbe enemy were ar-
rived at ,New-Port, and some of their fleet standing up the
bay towards Providence, with a pressing request to lend
them immediate aid by the assistance of onr Militia; which
was complied with, and the Militia fi'om the eastern parts of
this State marched to Providence. I am now informed tbat
the troops from the State of ~la,ysachllsetts, this, and Rhodc-
Island, assemhled at and near Providence, amount to eight
or ten thousand men.

The enemy bave landed at New-Port. Hare not been
able to ascertain their numbers. The accounts vary fi'om
four to eight thousand, inc]uding invalids.

In this situatiQn of affairs received a request from the As-
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semblyof Rhode-Island, to appoint a Committee from this
State, to meet at Providence, with Committees from that
State, ]}Iassaclwsetts, and New-Hampshire, to consult the
expediency of raising an army for their more immediate de-
fence. The present exigency was such we could not but
comply with the request for immediate defence against the
common enemy. Have accordingly appointed a Committee,
to consult with the other States the necessary measures to be
taken for our immediate safety, until sucb time as tbe Conti-
nental Congress can make such regulations for our defence
against this part of the common enemy as they may judge
necessary. A copy of their commissions you ba ve here-
with transmitted. I presume that undpr tbese circumstances,
when the least delay in preparation for defence might be
attended with fatal consequences, immediate self-preservation
wiJl not only excuse the procedure, but obtain the appro-

. bation of Congress thereon. It is necessary tbe certificates
for the loan office should be hastened to Treasurer Lawrence,
as soon as possible, and may be of special service to forward
a suitable number of tickets in tbe State Lottery.

Permit me to remind you of the necessity of supplying
the corps under General Spencer with a sufficient quantity
of money, to payoff the premium to tbe soldiers who may
inlist in the Continental Army, as I am informed he is
wholly destitute. It is possible some money migbt be ob-
tained for that purpose from the Loan Office in this State,
in a short time after the necessary pa pel's are received; but
tbis mode may by no means be relied on with sufficient cer-
tainty to prevent the sending fiH'Ward what sums may be
obtained fmm your Treasurer.

I am, with great truth and regard, Sil',YOllrmost obedient,
humble servant, J TON. RUMBULL.
President Hancock.

At a General Assembly of the Governour and Company
of the State of. Connecticu.t, in New-England, in America,
holden by adjournment at .Ltliddletown, in said State, upon
the 18tb day of December, Anno Domini 1176:

Whereas, a large body of troops of the British Army,
defended by a strong fleet, have taken possession of the
Island of Rhode-Island, and threaten an invasion of some
of the adjoining States of New-England: And whereas, the
State of Massachusetts-Bay and the State of Rhode-Island
have proposed that Committees £I'om tbe States of New-
England meet at Providence, in the State of Rhode-Island,
as soon as may be, to consult for tbeir immediate defence
and safety: And whereas, from the operations of war in
New- York and lVew-Jersey, a free communication with the
Congress is in some measure interrupted, and the General
and Army of the United States are employed in their de-
fence against the common enemy:

Resolved by this Assembly, That Eliphalet Dyer, Rich-
ard Law, Nathaniel Wales, Jun., and Titus Hosmer, Es!.
quires, be, and are appointed, a Committee on behalf of tbis
State, to meet tbe Committees of the other States of IVew-
England, at Providence, in the State of Rhode-Island, or at
any other place where they may convene, on the 23d day
of December, instant, or as soon as may be, and consult with
them of the expedience of raising and appointing an Army
for the more immediate defence of the New-England States
against the threatened invasion, as well as for the more gen-
eral defence in the common cause, and of sucb regulations
as may be necessary to support tbe credit of our CllI'rencies
J;o prevent oppressing tbe soldiery and inhabitants by ex-
travagant prices, and in general of every measure to expe-
dite the raising and appointing an army, 01" necessary for
common defence; and to make report to this Assembly, or
in the recess thereof, to his Honour the Governour and Coun-
cil of Safety, of whatever they may judge fit to be done,
for approbation; and that suitable measures may be pursued
thereon, until the whole subject-matter can be laid before
the bonourable Congress of tbe United States oj America,
measmes taken, and directi"ons given by them thereon.

A true copy of record:
Exaruined by GEORGE 'V YLLYS,Secretary.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Middletown, December 23d, 1776.

SIR: I am honoured witb your favoU!' of the 12th instant.
It gives me great satisfaction to find that the plan we ha ve

adopted for supplying the new Army with necessaries meets
with your approbation.

I fully agree with you in sentiment as to the importance
of having a sufficient regular force in the spring. Am in-
formed the inlistments for tbat purpose in tbe corps under
General Spencer is in danger of being retarded for want of
money to advance the premium for inlisting, of whicb he is
wholly destitute in his present department. Hope the
speediest measures may be taken to supply this defect, and
have mentioned the subject to Congress in my letter of this
date, as I fear the consequences of a delay.

Your Excellency is doubtless informed that a part of the
enemy's fleet and army are gone to the eastward. They lay
before New-London several days, wbicb occasioned many
of our Militia to assemble at that town. Tbe enemy have
since landed and taken possession of Rhode-Island. Their
fleet consists of upwards of eighty sail. Tbe account of
the number of their troops varies from four to eight thousand,
including invalids. The Militia tbat are assembled at and
near Providence, from the neighbouring States, are said to be
about ten thousand. The fUlLlre movements of the enemy
on tbis side tbe lVarth River cannot be foreknown; however,
I shall endeavour to comply with your proposal in the dis-
position of the four regiments to be raised till the 15th
March.

Our Assembly is now sitting, and there appears some
probability tbat a considerable number of troops from this
State wi!! set forward for your assistance, but as the meas-
ures proposed for that purpose are in embryo, I cannot give
any certain encouragement; but should the measures SllC-
ceed, will give you tbe earliest intelligence, that suitable
provisions may be made for tbem.

I am, with great truth and sincerity, sir, your most obe-
dient, humble servant, J TONTH. RUMBULL.

To his Excellency George Washington, Esq., General and
Commander-in-Chief of the Army of the United States
oj America, at Head-Quarters.

PETITION OF ISAAC CORSA.

To the Honourable JONATHAN TRUMBULL, Esq., Governour

and Com.mander-in-Chiej oj the State of CONNECTICUT.

The Petition oj ISAAC CORSA, ajthe City oj NEw-YORK,
humbly shcweth:

That your Honour's petitioner bas been informed that the
reason of his being refused leave to return to his family \"I;as

owing to his behaviour on the night of the 30th ultimo. He
begs leave to represent to your Honour, that be did not
insult the civil autbority or the guard in any shape, and
refers to those gentlemen who were on duty that nigbt for
tbe truth of bis assertion. Mr. Walton and your petitioner
were set at liberty at the same moment, upon declaring tbat
the guard had only done their duty in stopping them at that
homo Your Honour's petitioner, during the whole time of
his confinement, bas endeavoured to avoid giving even a
shadow of offence. Had he acted otherwise, he must have
been very ungrateful, having experienced On every occasion
your Honour's indulgence and lenity, as weJl as that of the
civil autbority. Your petitioner, therefore, bumbly hopes
your Honour will indulge him witb liberty of visiting his
family, (which is in a most disagreeable situation,) under the
same restrictions as the rest of tbe prisoners.

And your petitioner will ever pray. ISAAc CORSA.
Midd]etown, Dec~mber 23d, 1776.

PAROLE OF ISAAC CORSA AND OTHERS.

Wbereas we, the subscribers, of tbe City and Province.

of New- York, have for some time past resided at Middle-
town, in the State of Connecticut, being apprehended and
sent thither by his Excellency General Washington, as per-
sons suspected of disaffection to the United States oj Amer-
ica; and whereas, upon our application, bis Honour Jonathan
Trumbull, Esq., Governour of said State of Connecticut, bath
permitted us to return to our families in the Province of
lVCW- York, and reside there until otherwise ordered: We
do hereby pledge our faith and word of honour to said
Governour T1'Ilmbull, tbat we will neither bear arms, nor
excite 01' encourage others to bear arms against this or any
of the United States of America, and that we will not say
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or do any thing in prejudice of the interest or measmes of
this or any of the said United States of America; that
we wil] give no intelligence to the enemies of said States,
of any of the councils, operations of war, or other the trans-
actions of this or any of said States; and that we wil]
return to any pJace in this State when required by his Hon-
our Go\'ernour Trumbull, the General Assembly of Connec-
ticut, or his Excellency the General of the Armies of the
said United States for the time being.

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands, this
26th day of December, 1776.

1 CSAAC ORSA,

ROBT. R. WADDELL,
SAUUEL BURLING.

PAROLE OF HUGH WALLACE AND OTHERS.

Whereas we, Hugh Wallace, Frederick Phillips, James
Jauncey, and James Jauncey, .Jun., Esqs., and Gerard Wal-
ton, William Jauncey, and John Miller, all of the City and
Province of New- York, have for some time past resided at
~Iiddletown,in the State of Connecticut, beingapprehended
and sent thither by his Excellency General .Washington, as
suspected of disaffection to the United States of America; and
whereas, upon our application, his Honour Jonatlwn Trum-
bull, Esq., Governour of said State of Connecticut, hath per-
mitted us to return to our families in New- York, and reside
there till otherwise ordered: We do hereby pledge our faith
and word of honour to the said Governour Trumbull, that
we will neither bear arms, nor excite or encourage others to
be in arms against this or any of the UnitedStates of Amer-
ica; and that we will not do or say any thing in prejudice
of the interest or measures of this or any of the said United
States; that we will gi\'e no intelligence to the enemies of
said States of any of the counsels, operations of war, or other
transactions of this or any of said States; and that we will
return to any place in this State when required by his Hon-
our Governour Trumbull,the General Assemblyof Connec-
ticut, or his ExceJlencythe General of the Armies or' the
said United States for the time being.

[n witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands, this

23d day of December, A. D. 1776.
HUGH WALLACE,
FRED. PHILLIPS,
JAS. JAUNCEY,
JAS. JAUNCEY, Jun.,

GERARD WALTON,

W ILI,lAM J AUNCEY,

JOHN MILLER.

PAROLE OF JOHN MUNRO.

Whereas I, John Munro, of Cambridge District, in the
County of Albany, and State of New- York, Esq., have for
some time past resided at East-Haddam, in the State of
Connecticut,beingapprehended and sent thither by the Gen-
eral Committee for the City and County of Albany; and
whereas, upon my application, his Honour Jonathan Trum-
bull, Esq., Governour of said State of Connecticut, hath per-
mitted me to return to my family in Cambridrrcaforesaid
and reside there till the first day of March next /'1 do herebi
pledge my faith, word, and honour, to said Governour Trum-
bull, that 1 will neither bear arms, nor excite or encoura<re
others to bear arms, against this 0\' any of the UnitedStat~s
of America, and that 1 wiJl not do or say any thing in
prejudice of the interest or measures of this or any of said
United States; that I will give no inteJlitrence to the ene~
mies of said States of any of the counsels, ~perations of war,
or other the transactions of this 0\' any of said States; and
that I will return to any place in this State after the first of
March aforeoaid, which his said Honour Governour Trum-
bull may be pleased to direct fOl' my confinement or resi-
dence.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto
23d day of December, A. D. 1776.

set my hand, this

JOHN MUNRO.

J. N. VARNU~ITO GENERAL LEE.

Providence, 23d December, 1776.

SIR: I have but one moment to inform you that the
enemy, between five and six thousand men, are in posses-
sion o.f Rhode-Island. Their menaces are directed against
Prot.tden~e; but as the New-England States are forming a
plan for Its effectual security, the enemy must, I think
desist from their plan. '

The immense prize-ship has just arrived at New-Bedford,
which occasions my immediate departure into that quarter,
to prevent any manreuvres of General Clinton to retake it.
This makes it impossible for me to give you a fu!! account.

The State have honomed me with the command of their
troops.

I am, sir, your very humble servant,
J. N. V ARNU1\I.

To General Lee.
'

GEN~RAL LINCOLN TO 1rlASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.
Providence, December 23,1776.

GENTLEMEN: We have now certain intelligence that the
ship with clothing, taken by thp, Alfred, is arrived at Bed-
ford. Some troops will be forwarded from Howland's
Ferry as a guard, and to aid in unloading her. Her cargo
is of so much importance to the United States, and the loss
of it so great a disappointment to our enemies, that it is the
opinion of some here that they will run every hazard yet
to take possession of her. As the Militia /i'om the County
of Plymouth have been permitted to return home, is not
this valuable ship an object so worthy our attention as to
make it expedient for a part of them once more, for a few
days, to go intO camp? and will it not be necessary to give
orders to some wise, prudent, and expeditious officers, to
impress all the teams in the neighbourhood of Bedford, if
they cannot otherwise be procured, to assist in removing
the cargo to some inland town? This State applied to me
to impress teams in our State for this purpose; I declined,
as well from an a version I have that the military should

ever in vade the province of the civil authority, as /i'om
knowing that it was justly detested in tbe State of the ~Ias-
sachusetts, as being'in every respect unsafe and impoliticl{.
1 satisfiedthe Buard by informing them what had been the
mode in our State, and yet I would write to the Council
on the matter, which, 1 hope, wi]] apologize for me, if any
should think I have departed from my line in the foregoing
observations.

1 most ardently wish for the advice of the General Court.
1 am instructedto give aid to this State, 01' to march the
t\'Oops towards York, as the general service may require.
I am at a loss to know, under the present state of affairs,
what will best promote the general good.

I am, gentlemen, your most humble servant,
B. LINCOLN.

GENERAL GODFREY TO MASSACHUSETTSBOARD OF WAR.
Tiverton, in the State of Rhode,lsland, December 23, 1776,

SIR : Your letter of the 17th is come to hand, wherein 1
am informed of your care in ordering provisions and warlike
stores for the supply of the JJlassachuse-tts forces now near
t1Je State of Rhode-Island. The latter has been distributed
by Major Thompson, as pel' his receipts received. The
former, 1 am informed, is at Providence, which is distant

£'001 my encampment, As to the number of .Militia round
Rhode-Island, belonging to this State, 1 suppose about one

thousand, as I cannot receive a just retul'll. The report
now prevailing is, the enemy in Newport consists of four 01'
five thousand, chiefly Hessians, and now employed in cart-
ing straw on board their vessels and taking accounts of the
sugars upon the island, for what purpose is uncertain. The
embarrassment for a dismission of the Militia is very great.
Hope I shall soon receive orders for that purpose. _

In great haste, I am your Honour's most humble ser:
vant, GEORGE GODFREY.

To Samuel Ph'ps Savage, Esq., President Board of War.

GENERAL WARD TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 24th February: Referred to the Board of War,]
Boston, December 23, 177(;,

SI~: Having been informed the Army were in distress
fi)r want of clothing, and there being a quantity on board a
pri~ lately brought into this port by Captains Skimmer and
Turker, in tbe service of the United States, I have for-
warded to the Army at or neal' New- York the several arti-
cles contained in the enclosed invoice. I should ha \'e had
them appraised before t,hey were forwarded, but found they
could not be without the State's suffering thereby; therefore
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tbey were forwarded to the Quartermaster-General, with a
desire that he would have them appraised bef.xe they were
made use of, which I hope will be agreeable to Congress.

Mr. Fanellil wiJl deliver this letter to you. He is a
French gentleman, and the author of tbe plan of a regiment,
wbich was forwarded to Congress by the General Assembly
of this State some time since; and I beg lea ve to introduce
him to you and the honourable Congress.

I bave the bonour to be, sir, your obedient, humble ser-
vant, ARTEMAS\V ARD.

Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Congress.

MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR TO comnSSARY NEW~rAN.

War Office, Boston, Decen"ber 23d, 1776.

SIR : Your letter of 21st just now carne to hand. Agree-
able to your request, the Board will as soon as possible
appoint a Commissary, until which you will pursue the
business in the best manner in your power.

By order of the Board.
SAM'L SWAN, Secretary p. t.

Mr. Henry Newman.

MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR TO SAMUEL prRVIANCE.

War Office, Boston, December 23d, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Tbe Board of War for the State of Mas-
sachusetts-Bay, having it in command, among other things,
to procure a quantity of flour and iron, ha ve taken the lib-
erty to ene\ose you invoice and bill lading of six hogsheads
of sugar and four hogsheads of rum, which wish safe to your
hands. You will dispose of the rum and sugar for the most
you can obtain, and despatch the schooner back with a full
load of common flour, witb the addition of fOUl'tons of pig
iron and two tons of bar iron.

This vessel, the Board propose shall be followed by sev-
eral others under the like address, probably one or more of
them large vessels, for Europe, not doubting, from your weJl-
known established character, that you will exert yourselves
to gi\'e them all possible despatch.

I am, gentlemen, by order of tbe Board, your most hum-
ble servant, S. P. SAVAGE,Pres't p. t.
Messrs. Samuel and Robert Purviance, Baltimore.

JOSEPH DDIUIK TO MASS."CHUSETTS COUNCIL.

Dated at Falmouth, December ye 23,1776.

GENTLEMEN: You may remember that you gave orders
fi)r raising two companies, to be stationed on Nashaun. The
Captains have both been with me since I returned, and say
they cannot inJist any men, by reason of the wages being so
low. I have been endeavouring to forward the matter, but
find that to be tbe universal complaint. If your Honours
are pleased to give any further orders about the matter, I
shall endeavour to conduct agreeable tbereto.

I am yours to serve, JOSEPH DIMUlK.

To tbe honourable the Conncil of the State of the ~Massa-
chusetts- Bay.

"
PERSEVERANCE" ON THE PROBABILITY OF SUCCEEDING IN

THE WAR.

I have been surprised that, among such a number of
declamatory pieces as have appeared in the publick papers
on the justice of the war, and tbe barbarity of our enemies,
there has been a total silence on the probability of succeed-
ing in it. The right of taking up arms-the wickedness of
the Ministry-reflections on the Tories, and the like, have
become common-place subjects, too trite even to inflame
the passions of the vulgar. I would wish, if we have any
able pens left, that they would drop tbese exhausted themes,
and instead of them examine tbe operations of the war.

It is to be hoped, for the honour of the country, that no
friend to its liberties thinks of suhmitting; thougb some may
be di!:;couraged at Genera] Howe's late successes. Sl\Ph
may dismiss their fears wben they consider and compare the
situation and advantages of the two armies. The British
forces amounting- to fatty-four regular regiments, (with near
eighteen thousand foreign troops,) upwards of thirty thou-
sand of whicb are said to be. under General Howe. Gene-

FIFTH SERIES.- VOl.. III.

ral Washington's army are supposed rather to have exceeded
that number, thouah not much, through tbe whole campaign,
consisting, for th; most part, of new-raised, undisciplined
Militia.

A large body of the troops were posted on tl~e Jersey side,
another in the city of New- York, and a thu'd on Long-
Island. The shipping, by passing up the North River,
interrupted the communication between the Jersey shore and
York, and made movements to obstruct the passage over to
Long-Island, Thus our Army became divided into three
separate bodies, each of which were in danger of being
obliged to oppose tbe whole force of the enemy, though but
one third as numerous. General I-Iowe had no occasion to
divide his forces-had no rivers nor shores !O guard; accord-
ingly he bent his wbole force upon Long-Island. Had
General Washington reinforced the Army there to a num-
ber sufficient to withstand them, York and the Jersey shore
must have been nearly evacuated. This would have an-
swered all the purposes of the enemy, as York, and not
Long-Island, was their object. Or had a general action
taken place upon the Island, a defeat would have been
ruinous, past redemption, as there was no room for our
retreat; and a victory could have been of little consequence
to us, as their shipping would have protected them from
pursuit.

The motions of the Navy plainly evinced their design of
cutting off the supplies and retreat of our Army. Under
these circumstances, envy itself must confess that General
Washington, in evacuating Long-Island, was directed by a
consummate prudence; unwilling to risk all on tbe event of
a single action.

The evacuation of York was a natural and necessary con-
sequence, being commanded by Long-Island. The action
on the Island was by no means general, but only of the
advanced guard of Olll' Army against great odds. From
this skirmish may be gathered the most convincing indica-
tions of the natural bravery of our men, and the necessity
of severe discipline. Neither York nor Long-Island are of
any consequence in a military view. Evcn the provisions
of the latter were mostly bought and carried off before its
evacuation. The remainder is not much more than suffi-
cient for the support of the inhabitants, which General
Howe is too politick to depri\'e them of. Their subsequent
acquisitions are of still less consequence, and plainly the
result of General TVashington's defensive system of war. It
is said the stores of Fort Washington were chiefly removed
before it was taken; and we have plenty of prisoners to
exchange for the men.

In our condition, a defensive war is more prudent than
an offensive one. Their army must. waste away every cam-
paign, by sickness, by skirmishes, through fatigue and hard-
ship, and by the badness and scarcity of provisions. They
can neither be recruited nor provided but from a great dis-
tance, and at an immense cost. Their whole hope of suc-
cess depends upon frequent, signal, and decisive victories,
which tbey have hoped to gain before our Army is disci-
plined. The expense. of feeding and paying great fleets
and armies at such a distance is too enormolls for any nation
upon earth to bear for a great wbile. Add to this the ex-
hausted state of their revenue, which greatly depended on
the American trade, now wholly stopped, and we may con-
clude, tbat their hope of conquest depends upon their speed.
Our army is maintained at one fifth part the expense of
theirs. Tbe single article of transport hire would maintain
it. It is said ninety thousand tons of shipping are employed
in their service constantly, at thirteen shillings and four
pence a ton per month. I am persuaded our resources for
wat' are likely to hold out longer than tbeirs. Of men and
provisions we bave a plenty. Our warlike stores increase
every day. Cannon we can cast at pleasure, and powder
we manufactul'e faster tban we consume it. The wbole
expense of the war is centered among ourselves, not con-
tracted witb foreigners, like the debt of Britain.

Tbe stoppage of our trade stops our luxuries, and makes
new manufactUres necessary and practicable. Our armed
vessels bring in valuable cargoes constandy, by which the
Continent is enriched to an amazing amount; and tbat it is
probable we are richer than we were in the beginning of the
war.

With these inexhaustible ann increasing resources, why
should we be discouraged? \Vhen our soldiers are inlisted

83
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for the war, discipline must daily increase, and they will
doubtless soon equal the rel!;ular troops. Our army can
easily be recruited after a defeat, while our enemies must
cross the Atlantick to repair any misfortune. In every
action, they have undoubtedly lost the most men, which is
owing to the indisputable superiority of our fire, \\"bich,
though made with less regularity is directed with a better
aim than theirs.

The world must have a poor idea of our spirit, if we
suffer it to fall on this first call for its exertion. Have we
felt a tenth part of the hardships the States of Holland
suffered? Or does our case ]001. half so difficult? They
were weak, divided, and near their enemy, and indeed with-
Ollt any of the advantages we possess, who are numerous,
united, and at a distance from our foes.

After a succession of splendid ;victories obtained over
France by the Duke of lUarlborough, in each of which more
men were slain tban in the whole of this war, still that
kinO"dom made a formidable resistance, and procured an
honoourable peace. States are not conquered by \'ictories,
but by tbe less noted operation of selfishness and dissen-
sion.

Never, in the annals of history, has the persevering cour-
age of an united people been conquered.

From these reasons, I will \'enture to advance it as a pro-
phetick maxim, that America will never be conquered by
any other foes than her own want of perseverance, spirit,
and virtue

P. ERSEVERANCE.

SAlIlUEL CHASE TO GENERAL SULLIVAN.

Annapolis, December 24, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I thank you for your letter of the 12th No-
vember, which I received a few days be/()l'e the Congress left
Philadelphia. I shall with pleasure continue ollr former
correspondence, and wiih it was in my power to communi-
cate to YOllany thing worthy of your notice. Our intelli-
gence from our Army will be sooner known to you than to
Congress, and I wish you cOllld drop me a line to gratify my
anxiety and to stop false reports.

I perfectly agree with you as to the impropriety of our
military system. The several States will forever be influ-
enced by local attachments. I am convinced the nomina-
tion to office will, in many instances, be very injudicious.
If we expect to succeed in the present war, we must change
ollr mode of conduct. The business of the Congress must
be placed in different hands. Distinct and precise depart-
ments ought to be established. A gentleman of tbe military
must be of the Board of War.

Our ad vices from Pads are flattering. I hope America
will never submit to the tyrant of Britain. I declare, as an
individual, I would rather become a subject of France; but
I am afraid aU my countrymen are not of my stubborn tem-
per. The sullen, unrelenting monarch of Britain should
never lord it over me. I despise, I hate, and wish to destroy
him and all such tyrants. I forbear to add. I feel my in-
dignation to rise. Farewell.

Your affectionate and obedient servant,
SAM'L CHASE.

The Hon. John Sullivan, Esq., Major-General of the Con-
tinental Army.

SAMUEL CHASE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Strawberry Mount, December 24th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I believe [he account nowdeliveredyou is
just. Mr. Stone ordered the clothes for Captain Watkins's
company, and I should have paid the debt if I had been
furnished with the cash.

Your obedient servant,
The honourable the Council of Safety.

S. CHA5E.

THOMAS JOHNSON, JUN., TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Frederick-Town, 24th December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I enclose you a resignation of MI'. Azel
Waters, as Quartermaster in Co]onel James Johnson's bat-
talion. Mr. Richard Butler, whom I think a very good
man, is desired to be commissioned in his stead. You have,
too, a letter and it~ enclosure, I received this afternoon from

Colonels Bruce anr! Blair. I hope tbe returns you have
before you will supply the omission of some of tbe General's

hands; if not, I really do not know what can be
done, unless you can trust the Committee or me to fill up
the hands of such as you may be at a Joss for. I
shall write to Colonel Bruce, informing him of the omission,
and desiring him to write to you; but to prevent delay, I had
much rather receive tbe commissions, if they can issue.

I had no suspicion that the Militia commissions in this and
Washington County were in such disorder. This morning
Captain Brosslur, of the new battalion, came to town on
purpose to tell me that none of the officers of his company,
nor, as he believed, of any other company of that battalion,
had yet received a commission. I went to the minutes of
tbe ComnJittee, and on a long search, could only find five
companie:; had been returned. I shall enclose in this a cer-
tificate as to them, for fear if any return was ever made to
the Council, which I doubt, it may have been mislaid. I
very much wish I could get up commissions for all the gen-
tlemen who are entitled to them.

I imagined Ii'om what passed in the Committee last night,
they would bave sent off an express this morning to have
known for a certainty whether the Militia could have had
any supply of blankets, &c., from the Council of Safety;
but this morning, on my several friends mentioning it, the
gentlemen seemed disinclined to it, presuming you would not
furnish them. They were never wanted more than by
those who now offer to turn Ollt, and I cannot forbear repeat-
ing my former request, that if you possibly can, you wiII
forward shoes, stockings, and blankets, especially the latter,
to Taney- Town, or this place. I understand part of our
arms were left at Philadelphia, to be removed some distance
from thence. Will you be pleased to send orders for the
delivery of them to our people?

The Committee, as I wrote you, resolved the Militia
ought generally to march, and the humoul' seems to be that
all ought to march. It wiJl, if any thing general, leave Ihe
country rather too naked. I shou]d have liked better that
about one half were to march, but I do not know that it was
possible to contrive it so.

I have hired the bearer on purpose to carry this, and
bring yom answer. I wish him not to be detained.

I am, sirs, your most obedient servant,
TH. JOHNSON, Jun.

The honourable Council of Safety of "klaryland.

25th.-Co]onel Beatty's battalion met to-day. They
march on Saturday. B. Johnson's battalion also met to-
day. They march, I believe, on ]}Ionday. I enclose you
a list for commissions in James Johnson's battalion. P]ease
also to send a commission fOL'Carleton Tannyhill, in tbe
room of , who has not lately attended his com-
pany; nor do I believe his company would allow him.
This company is in Baker Johnson's battalion. I belie\'e,
if you think it proper, the .Militia of tbis County will be
pretty generally pleased at going under mc. Therefore, un-
less the Miltia Ii'om any of the other Counties will be much
dissatisfied, I tbink you bad bettcr give me orders.

Your obedient, &c:, T. J.
,

BALTIMORE COMMITTEE TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Baltimore, 24th December, 1776.

HONOURABLESIR : Your letter of tbe 9th instant, con-
veying a resolve of this date, being by some unlucky acci-
dent delayed, and not coming to hand till ten days after, on
the first meeting of Committee on yesterday it was laid
before tbem, and they have deputed us to inform you that
they are not vested with any authority over the Militia,
and consequently cannot assume the power of ordering them
into service, the Council of Safety only being possessed of
that power. The Committee of Baltimore are always ready
and wiJling to render the honourable Congress any service
within the circle of their jurisdiction, which is indeed very
limited.

The present emergency of removing the publick stores to
thii; town, and the necessity of an immediate guard, being
represented to Captain Nath'l Smith and Captain Furnival,
of the Artillery companies of this State, and Captain Cox, of
the Militia, they have readily undertaken to give every as-
sistance in their power; and Captain Smith, as commanding
officel', has regulated the guard accordingly at the publick,
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stores, the treasury, the gaol, and ovpr the Jersey prisoners;
but it being too fatiguing to tbe soldiers to continue s~lCh
hard service, when their other duty requires their attention,
we have applied to the commanding officer of our Mihtia to
supply tbe necessary guards, agreeable to your requisition of
yesterday, which he has very readily consented to do for the
present. But we beg leave to represent to you, that as the
guard is numerous and our Militia companies in town very
thin, it is attended with peculiar inconveniences, as it takes
off tIlany tradesmen from their occupations at a time when
the publick are wanting their work, and therefore, the sooner
a proper military guard can be got it will give more satisfac-
tion, as well as be much less expensive. Our Committee have
been informed by Mr. Benjamin Gr~ffith, that tbe room in
the gaol for the reception of the prisoners is now repaired,
and made comfortable; tbat he has procured pmvisions and
fire-wood, but that blankets cannot be obtained, and there-
f()re hope the honourable Congress will furnish them from
the publick stores. Tlle Committee are looking for proper
houses to accommodate the prisoners, if they ean be pro-
cured that are sufficient, which they much doubt. They
have a]so appointed Mr. John Gr~ffith to tbe care of the
Hospital, and request that a sum of money may be put in
his hands for that purpose.

Weare, with great respect, honourable sir, your most
obedient servant,

WILI.IAM Lux, AND. BUCHANAN,
SAMUEl.PURVIANCE,Jun., JNO. SMITH.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Con-
gress.

avoidable." A vessel is arrived at Philadelphia with about
one thousand stand of arms, a considerable parcel of blank-
ets and other woolens, and otber valuable articles.

We have not had a Marine Board since we arrived here,
nor have I been able to get the dimensions of the ship that
is to be built in N. H., but I hope the business of collecti!w
timber, &c., is going on. So soon as the Committee meets~
I intend to procure orders for two or three small vesseJs, say
of sixty or eighty tons, to be sent here for iron; they can take
in iron sufficient to ballast them, and fill up with flour. I
am in no doubt of obtaining this order, therefore wish you
would procure those vessels immediately. Many articles
may be sent here that would pay a good freight, of wbich I
shall furnish you with a list in my next. Iron and flour
may be had here much cheaper than at Philadelphia.

I am, with every sentiment of esteem, your most obedient
serva nt,,

WM. WHIPPLE.

PETITION FRmI THOMAS SLATER.

[Read December 26, 1776.]

Baltimore, December 24, 1776.

HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN: Your petitioner was taken in

Dela~are river, in May last, by Captain Alexander, in tbe
Contmental armed schooner Wasp, and confined in Pltila-
delphia State-prison till removed to this tOWI1;whicb I would
now take tbe liberty to beg that your Honours would OTant
me the in~ulgence of a pamle. If admitted, I will strictly
comply wIth, and 1 flatter myself that I can give security
for my performance if required. This shall be esteemed as
a particular favour by your most obedient, humble servant,

THOS. SLATER.

To the honourable Continental Congress.
WILLIA~I WHIPPLE TO JOHN LANGDON.

Baltimore, 24th December, 1776.

1\1YDEARSIR: My last from Philad.elphia I think was a
day or two before Congress adjourned from tbat place, which
was the 11 th instant. They met here the QUth, and are
now doing business with spirit. Tbe near approach of the
enemy to that city struck such a panick in all orders of peo-
ple there, except Tories, (of which you know there are not
a small numbe~) that the contagion seized the nerves of
some members of C-, which caused a removal to this
place, which I assure you was much against my inclination;
however, I hope it's all for tbe best. The main body of the
enemy advanced as far as Trenton, and a party of fire hun-
dred to one thousand visited Burlington. Whether any of
them remain at the last-mentioned place, we have not had
any late accounts; but by the last account they remained at
Trenton, and at some places farther up the river. Our
Army, by the loss at Fort Washington and the expiration
of inlistrnents, were reduced to a handful, by no means suf-
ficient to make a stand against the enemy before they reached
the Delaware. General Washington was there joined by
some .Militia from Philadelphia. His Army is daily in-
creased by Militia, besides he has lately been joined by the
division lately commanded by General Lee, also by a body
Df troops from Ticonderoga, under command of General
Gates; so that they are now pretty strong, and I think (if
they have got rid of the panick that seized them at the time
they lost Fort Washington) they may still give a good
account of flowe's Army, and be amply revenged for the
brutal cruelties, and worse than savage ravages, committed
by those infernal instruments of tyranny. For the consola-
tion of the Tories, these barbarians reek their vengeance
indiscriminately on Whig and Tory. Notwithstanding all
thj~, some. are so infatuated as to go a~d sue for pardon, ROBERTMORRISTO DANIEL OF ST. THOMASJENIFE .
among wlllch are three of the Allens, VIZ: Andrew, John

R

_and William. Tbus, as far as my hand will permit me, i . Philadelphia, December 24th, p7G.

have given you a state of the Army in this quarter. SIR:. I recelve.d t~vo ~r three weeks past. your favour

I should be very happy if 1 could hear the levies for the respe~tltlg the obhgali.on gIven by l\'~r. V~n Bzb6e~' and Mr.

new Army were completed in the Eastern States. I expect
Harnson, to a Captam Prole, (1 tbmk ~llSname IS, for my

there wiJl be a still further requisition. It is absolutely pape~s are out ~f town a,lId your letter wIth them,) and b~th

necessary tbat we should have a very formidable Army in before and aft,el the rec,elptof that letter I to?" mucb. pams
the field immediately. I hope every friend of America in to persuade 111mto receive the money; but thIs I~~positively

the several States will forward this business with every pos- r~fused to do. He on!y sought here ~fter an additional secu-

sible exertion. . rlty, as he hag the option of demanchng payment here or in

The aC,countsfrom France, which are down to October, the ffest-Indzes. . .
are very favourable. I wish, for the consolation of my friends I am, \'ery respectfully, Sir,your obedIent, humble servant,

I was at ]ibelty to communicate them, but circumstance~
. ROBT. MORRIS.

will not admit of it; but J can say thus much, in the words To Daniel of St. Thomas Jenif'er Es q. President or' tll
f I " A 1 . E 'J' "

e
o a corresponc ent, genera war III urope seems un- Council of SafetY1 lUaryland.

""

DONALD MCLEOD AND OTHERS, PRISONERS, TO THE PREsIDENT

OF CONGRESS.

[Read December 26th, 1776.]

From the Jail of Baltimore, Dee-ember 24th, 1776.

GE:,TLE~~EN: Weare sensible of the obligation your
Carohna pl'lSoners are under, by your passinO' a late reso1\-e
in their favour, in consequence of which tIley are to be
supplied with the necessaries of life and to be remo\'ed to a
mure comfortable habitation; and being of the number of
said prisoners, we beg leave to offer you Ollr hearty thanks
for your good and humane intentions; but beinD"on a differ-
ent footing with the other prisoners from No;th- Carolina
we think it our duty to inform you that we are appointed
officers in the King's Regular Army, consequently cannot
come under any restrictions or engagements but such as are
usual among people in that character. 'We, therefore, ex-
pect a parole on the same terms that has been O'ranted by
you to others oftbe King's officers, and a chance oOfexcbanD"e
for officers of the same rank, which we doubt not will be
sent for us if applied for. In your adherence to justice, we
have hopes that so reasonable a request will be granted.

Weare) gentlemen, your most humble servants,
DON'D McLEOD,
ALEX'R McLEoD,
KENNETH McDoNALD.

To the President and other Members of the honourable Con-
tinental Congress in Baltimol'e.
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ADDRESS OF PENNSYLVANIA ASSEMBLY.

In Assemb1y, December 24, 1776.

Resolved, That the followinO" Address to the Inhabitants
of Penmy!t'Gm:a, be forthwith printed, and sent to the sev-

eral Counties of this State:
FRIENDS AND COUNTRYMEN: It is much easier for you to

conceive, than for us to describe, the evils consequent on
the invasion of a country by a rapacious and plundering
soldiery. Such is now the situation of the neighbouring
State of New-Jersey, and such soon will be OUl'S, unless the
enemy, who have taken advantage of the accidental weak-
ness of our Army to make a winter campaign, are repelled
by the strongest and most immediate exertions,

Every species of ravage and calamity have already marked
the footsteps of our enemy, and tbey are now within a few
miles of, y~lIr 1\'~(~tropolis, waiting to cross the Delaware, to
glut theIr inordInate lust of rapine and desolation, in the
plunder of that rich and populous city. Tbe most insensi-
ble cannot but perceive the shock our common cause must'
suffer, if this unfortunate event should take place. Every
one must be awake to the misery that must in this case at-
tend e\'ery individual of this country. The love of ease,
we hope, cannot so far prevail on you as to keep you from
tbe field at this critical and alarming time. We speak to a
people that a few months ago would with eagerness have
flown to arms at the first appearance of their country's dan-
ger. We know the value you baveeverseton liberty, that
best gift of God; with the maintenance of liberty is now
connected your personal happiness, and every dear and val-
uable blessing-the chastity of the wi\'es of your bosom,
your daughters, which else may be violated by a brutal
soldiery. But it is not a temporary evil only tbat is to be
suffered should our enemy prevail: the power of "binding
us in all cases whatsoever," claimed by a British Parlia-
ment, is to reach your posterity, and to rivet chains upon
them forever. You once seemed sensible of this, and were
determined to die rather than submit. The same grounds of
dispute remain between Great Britain and us; the same
spirit and determination should also still remain.

We are not insetlsilile to the fatigues and bardsbips of
those who engage in a winter's campaign, but we hope and
believe tbis call on tbe Militia will be the last; the Conti-
nental Army will shortly be more formidable than ever, and,
as once before, will again, by God's blessing, give a favour-
able turn to our affairs; but if a fatal necessity sbould again
require your exertions, it is now, and will be, tbe business of
~our Repre~~ntatives i~ this House to fix, as soon as pos-
sible, the 1\'hhtary establishment of tbe State upon such just
and equitable principles as will make the common duty of

defence a common and equal burthen to all its inbabitants.
Extract from the Minutes.

JOSIAH CRAWFORD,Clerk pro tern.

RICHARD DALLAM TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

New-Town, December 24th, 1776.

SIR: The time of the Flying-Camp will be up in a few
days, for whicb department I was at first particularly appoint-
ed. As I expect they will immediately go off fm Philadel-
phia and apply for their pay to tbe Tl:easurer, I think it neces-
sary I should be there to settle their accounts, as sums of money
have been paid on account to many of tbe officers and men.
I think it my duty to mention this to your Excellency, be-
cause those that were discbarged on first December applied
to Congress for payment, and received orders on the Pay-

master there, altbough tbey had received large sums of
money before, which is like to cause a confusion in our ac-
counts that we shall not easily settle. I have on hand one
hundred and sixty thousand dollars. As about fifty thou-
sand will do for my department, if your Excellency thinks
proper I should go to Philadelphia, I can leave the remain-
der with Colonel Palfrey, the Paymaster-General.

I am, your Excellency's most obedient, bumble servant,
RICHARD DALLAM,

Deputy Paymaster-General.

To his Excellency General Washington, at Head-Quarters.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Camp, above Trenton-Falls, December 24,1776.

Sm: That I should dwell upon the subject of our dis-
tresses, cannot be more disagreeable to Congress than it is

painful to myself. The alarming situation to which our
?ffuirs. are. reduce?, in~pels me to tbe measure. Inquiry and
Im:estlgalion, whlch.m most cases serve to develope and
pOlllt out a remedy, m ours present more and greater diffi-
~ulties: Till of late, I was led to hope, from report, that no
inconsIderable part of the troops composing the regiments
that were witb General Lee, and those from TiconderoU'a

'"under General Gates, had inlisted again. This intelligence,
I confess, gave me reason to expect that I should bave at
tbe expiration of the present year, a force somewhat n/ore
respectable than wbat I find will be the case.

Having examined into the state of tbose regiments, I am
authorized to say from the information of tbeir officers, that
but very few of the men bave inlisted. Those who have

a~e. of tl~e t~oops from Ticonderoga, and were permitted t~
VISIt theil' fnends and homes, as part of the terms on which
they would reengage. In respect to tbose who marched
with General Le€, I cannot learn tbat any have. Their
refusal, I am lold, has not proceeded more fi'om an a version to
the service, or any fixed determination not to en<'aoe aoain
I r I

. .
h

b
'"

0 ,
t ]an 11"001t leiI' WIS es to return bome. The non-appoint-
ment of officers in some instances, tbe turninO" out of O"ood

and appointing of bad in others, and the incomPlete, or r;ther
no arrangement of them,-a work unhappily committed to
the management of their States. Nor have I the most dis-
tant prospect of retain ing them a moment 10nO"er than the
last of this inst~nt, not withstanding tbe most pr:SsilJO"Rolicit-
ations and the obvious necessity for it. By the d~parture
of these regiments, I shall be left with five fi'om Virginia,
Smallwood's from ~Maryland, a small part of Rawlins's
Hand's from Pennsylvania, part of TVard's fi'om Connccti:
eut, and the German Battalion, amountinO" in the whole at
this time (i'om fourteen to fifteen hundr~d effective men.
This handful, and such Militia as may choose to join me

wiII then compose our Army. '
When I rellect upon these things they fill me with much

concern, knowing that General Ilowe has a number of
troops cantoned in the towns borderin<1 on and near the Del-
aware, his i.ntentions to pass as.soon :s the ice is sufficiently
for~ed, to I.nva.de Pe~nsylvanza, and to possess himself of
Phlladelplzw, !f possIble. To guard agajnst his designs,
and the ~XeCl!tlon of them, shall employ my every exertion;
but how IS tl1lS to be done? As yet but few Militia have
gone to Philadelphia, and they are to be our support at this
alarming crisis. Had I entertained a doubt of General
Howe's intentions to pass the Delaware on the dissolution
of our Army, and as soon as the ice is made, it would now
be ~one aw?y. An int~r?epted lettel' from a gentleman of
P/ulade.lphw, ~ho has Jomed the enemy, to bis friend and
partner IlJ the CIty , declares that to be their desi<Tn' that theo ,
Army would be there in ten 01' twenty days from tlie 16th
instant, tbe time of his writing, if the ice should be made'
advises him by no means to remove their stores, that the;
would be safe.

The obstacles which have arisen to the raisinO" of the new
Army, from the mode of appointin<1 the officer; induce me

h
.
f C b'

to ope, I ongress resolve on an additional number of
battalions to those already voted, that they will devise some
other rule by ~hich the officers, especially the field-officers,
should be appOInted. In case an augmentation sbould be
made to the Eastern regiments, a deviation fi'om tbe former
mode will operate more strongly as to them than to otber
batt~lions, because there have been many more officers in
ser\'lce from those States than the regiments voted to be
raised would admit of, by which means several deservinO"
men cOLlld not have been provided for had the utmost pain~
been used for the purpose; and many others of merit have
been neglected in tbe late appointments, and those of liule
wortb a~d less experi~nce put in their places or promoted

over theIL' heads. Tills bas been the case with many of the
best officers.

The enclosed letter from the Paymaster-General will
show the state of tbe military chest, and the necessity of a
large and immediate supply of cash. The advances to tbe
o.fficers for bounty and the recruiting service, are great; be-
sIdes, the regiments, at the expiration of this month will
require pay of their claims. At the same time it will ~how
the)ustice of the clamours made by some offic~rs respecting
theIr pay, and the abuses they have practised. Whenever
they have not been paid, it was becaLl3e their abstracts were
not made up.
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I have the honour to be, with great esteem, your most
obedient servant,

Go. \V ASHINGTON.

P. S. If the pubIick papers have been removed from
Philadelphia, I hope those which I sent by Lieutenant-

Colonel Reed, before we left New- York, have not been for-
got. If they have not, I beg the favour of you to break
open the chest, and send me the several letler-books, sealed
up, having frequent occasion to refer to 'em.

Go. WASHINGTON.

Return of the Forces in the service of the States of AMERICA,encamped and in quarters on the banks of DELAWARE,if
the State of PENNSYLVANIA,nnder the command of his Ercellency UEORGE WASHINGTON,Esq., Commander-in- Chic
of all the Forces of the U:HTED STATES IN AMERICA. DECEMBER '2'2d, 1776.
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OFFICERS PRESENT.

Commissioned.

BRIGADES AND REGIMENTi!.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO SAMUEL GRIFFIN.
Camp, above Trenton-Falls, 24th December, 1776.

DEAR SIR: The unfortunate mode adopted by Congress
for the appointment of officers under the new establishment,
has been big with every evil, and among others, with the
most shameful delays. In short, so much confusion and
uncertainty attend the appointments, for want of an arrange-
ment of the officers, that I do not see whether we al'e like
ever to recover from it. This has determined me, in the
present exigency of ollr affairs, to encourage, by e\'ery means
in my power, the raising of men for Continental service.

__'
--------------

StoJf. I }ton:-
Com'ed.

Wanting
to

complete.

.!llterations
since

last Return.
RANK AND FILE.

And as your camp may be a proper p]ace to set a work of
this sort on foot, I wish you would select such persons as
YOQ shall judge fit to command companies in the first
place, and likely to raise them in the next, and promise
them, in my name, that if they can raise companies upon
the Continental terms and establishment, or even if they can
engage fifty privates, I will immediately, upon a certificate
thereof from you, take both officers and men into pay, aHow
the officers the ?ollar and thil.d foF'every man they inIist,
and the men their bounty of twenty doHars, &c.

You will observe, I do not mean to take either officer5 or
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men into pay till at least fifty are engaged to a company, and
a certificate obtained of it; because, as I intend these in aid of
the eighty-eight battalions voted by Congress, I cannot con-
sent to burthen the Continent with the expense of an addi-
tional number of officers, unless they are accompanied with
men; these companies are to be raised upon tbe same terms,
and for the same time, of the other battalions, and will, as
they are raised, be regimented. As an encouragement to
tbe Captains, tbey may nominate tbeir own subalterns; but
then, I wiII reserve the right of negativing them in case I
find tbeir choice falls upon improper persons from local at-

tachments rather tban the publick good. If you can set
eight companies of tbis kind on foot, and will facilitate tbe
recruiting of them, I think I can undertake to engage you

the regiment, and a principal share in the nomination of the
field-officers. In this work you are to recollect tbat no
officers already appointed in the new establishment are to
be witbdrawn /i'om it, lest confusion should be introduced
thereby; and tbat my wish and desire is, that these compa-
nies may be raised as far as possible in the Jerseys. At
present I shall only add, that I am, with esteem, dear sir,
your most obedient servant,

Go. WASHINGTON.
To Samuel Griffin, Esquire.

Head-Quarters, Bucks County, 24th December, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Tbe necessity of collecting a body of troops
to supply tbe place of those whose term of inlistment ex-
pires on tbe first of next month, obliges me to press you to
marcb forward, with as much expedition as possib]e, to this
place, or wherever my Head-Quarters may be, with such
part of the troops under your command as may be judged
expedientand agreeable to tbe order I bave already lodged
with Generals Heath and Spencer.

I am, sir, yours, &c., Go. W A$HINGTON.

To tbe Officer commanding the Massachusetts Militia, on
their march to Peek's Kill.

[The same to the Officer commanding the Oonnecticut Militia.]

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE ST. JOHN'S INDIANS.

BROTHERS OF THE ST. JOI-IN'S TRIBE: It gave me great
pleasure to hear from Major Shaw, that you kept the chain
of friendship, which I sent you from Cambridge in February
last, bright and unbroken.

I am O'lad to hear that you have made a treaty of peace
with yo~r brothers and neighbours of the ~Massachu$etts-
Bay, wbo have, agreeable to your desire, established a truck

house at St. John's, out of wbich tbey will furnish you with
every thing you. want, and take your furs in ret~rn.

My good friends and brothel:s, G?vernour pzerre Temna
and the warriours that came wIth hltn, shall be taken good
care of, and when they want to return home, they and our
brothers of Penobscot shall be furnished witb every tbing
necessary for their journey.

Brothers: I have one tbing more to say to you. Our
enemy, the King of Great Britain, endeavoured to stir up
all tbe Indians from Canada to South- Carolina against us.

But our brethren of the Six Nations, and their allies tbe
Shawnees and Delawa1'es, would not listen to tbeir advice,
but kept fast hold of our ancient covenant chain. The
Cherokee,~and the Southern tribes were foolish enough to
hearken to him, and to take up the hatchet against us; upon
which our warriours went into their country, burnt their
houses, destroyed their corn, and obliged them to sue for
peace, and to give hostages for their future good behav-
Iour.

Never let the King's wicked counsellors turn your hearts
against me and your bretbren of this country, but bear in
mind what I toJd you last February,and what I tell you
now.

In token of my friendship for you, I send _you this from
my Army on tbe banks of tbe great river Delaware, this
724t\1 day of December, 1776.

Go. WASHINGTON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PASSAMAQUODIA CHIEFS.

BROTHERS OF P ASSA~1AQUODlA:I am glad to hear by
Major Shaw, that you accepted of the chain of friendship

which I sent you last February from Cambridge, and that
YOll are detemjined to keep it bright and unbmken.

When I first heard that you refilsed to send any of your
warriours to my assistance, when called upon by our brothelS

of St. John's, I did not knolV what to think; J was afraid
that some enemy had turned your hearts against me. But
I a/11since informed that all your young men were em-
p]oyed in bunting, which was the reason of their notcoming.
This has made my mind easy, and I hope you will always in
future join with your brothers of St. John's and Penobscot,
when required.

I have desired my brothel', the Governour of ]}lassachu-
setts-Bay, to pay you tbe money which Captain Smith
promised you lor sending my letters to the ltlickmac In-
dians.

Brothers: I have a piece of news to tell you, whieh I
hope you wjl1 attend to. Our enemy, the King of Great
Britain, endeavoured to stir up all the Indians fi'om Canada
to South. Carolina against us. But our brethren of the
Six Nations, and their allies the Shawanese and Delawares,
would not hearken to tbe advice of the messengers sent
among them, but kept fast bold of our ancient covenant
chain. The Cherokees and SOL1thern tribes were foolish
enough to listen to them, and to take up the hatchet against
us; upon which our warrioul's went into their country, burnt
theil' houses, destroyed their corn, and' obliged them to sue
for peace, and givehostagesfor their future good bebaviour.

Now, brotbel's, never let tbe King's wicked counsellors
turn your hearts against me and your brethrenof this coun-
try, but bear in mind what I told you last February,and
what I tell you now.

In token of my friendship I send fOll this from my Army
on tbe banks of the great river Delaware, this 24th day of
December, 1776.

Go. WASHINGTON.

GOVERNOUR TRYON TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN.

New-York, December 24.1776.

.l\h LORD: 00 the 10th instant I reviewed the Militia
of Queen's County, at Hampstead, when eight hundred and
twenty men were mustered; and on Thursday following, I
saw the Suffolk Militia at Brookhaven, where near eight
hundred mel) appeared, to all of whom, as wel1 as to the Mi-
litia of Queen's County, I had in my presence an oath of
allegiance and fidelity administered, the form of which. is
herewith transmitted.

I took much pains in eXplaining to the people (having
formed them into circles) the iniquitous arts, etc., that had
.been practised on their credulity, to seduce and mislead
them; and I had the satisfaction to observe among them a
general return of confidence in Government. A very ]arge
majority of the inhabitants of Queen's County have indeed
steac1fastJymaintained their royal principles, as have small
districts in Suffolk County. Some men from South and
Easthampton townships, who attended the review, assured
me, Rebel parties Ii'om Connecticut were then on the
easterll10st part of tbe island, and which prevented in gene-
ral the setders in that quarter from attending my summons;
but tbat they are very desirous to live under a peaceable
obedience to his Majesty's authority. The enclosed Jetter
from their Presbyterian minister will more fully explain
their sentiments.

Three companies,I learned,had been raisedout of Suf-
folk County for the Rebel Army; most of whom, I was
made to understand, would quit that service, if they could
get home.

I have the pleasure to assure YOUl'Lordship, through the
whole of this tour I did not bear the least murmur of dis-
content, but a general satisfaction expressed at my coming
among thern ; and to judge from the temper and disposition
I perceived in tbem, tbere is not the least apprehension of
any furtber commotions from the inhabitants on Long-
Island; all are industrious in bringing to market what pro-
visions tbe island affords.

The late successes of his Majesty's arms in the Jerseys
and Rhode-Island, will assuredly open considerable re-
sources of provisions and forage for the Army, which, with
the plentiful and abundant supplies from the mother coun-
try, will enab]e this high-spirited and victorious army to
take tbe field early next spring. .
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The General has been pleased to give my Secretary,
Colonel Fanning, a warrant to raise a battahon of Provin-
cials of five hundred men; they are to be listed for the
American service, and for the term of two years, or during
the war, at the General's option. This corps, I expect,
will be completed so as to be ready to take the field witb
the Army.

While on Long-Island, I gave certificates to near three
hundred men, who signed the Declaration prescribed by the
Kin<T's Commi5sioners' Proclamation of the 30th November
last.° Large bodies of the people have already taken the
benefit of the grace therein offered them.

I am, with perfect esteem and respect, my Lord, your
Lordship's most obedient and very humble servant,

WM. TRYON.

GENERAL SPENCER TO GENERAL HEATH.

North-Castle, December 24th, 1776.

SIR: The time the troops here engaged for, expires this
day, when they will return. You will therefore sefJd a
Captain and sixty men to guard such of the Commissary's
stores as remain near Croaton Bridge.

Y ollr humble servant, Jos. SPENCER.

To the Commanding Officer at Peekskill.

GENERAL HEATH TO GENERAL LINCOLN.

PeekskiH, December 24th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I have received a letter from his Excellency
General Washington, informing that a body of Militia fi'om
the State of ~fassachusetts-Bay are on their march for this
place, and that they are to rendezvous at Danbury, in the
State of Connecticut. I returned to this place yesterday
from tbe Jerseys, and find the situation of things at tbis place
to be sucb as requires an immediate reinforcement. 1 must,
therefore, request, that if your troops are arrived you will
hasten tbem, or a part of tbem, to this place, as soon as pos-
sible. If General Lincoln is not arrived, and tbere should
be a probability that he is detained at Rhode-Island, or else-
wbere, tbe commanding officer is desired to order forward
the troops, or a part of tbem, without delay.

I am, dear sir, yours affectionately, W. HEATH.

General Lincoln.

GENERAL HEATH TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Peekskill, December 24th, 1776.

SIR: On the 3d instant I received a letter from the hon-
onrable President of the Convention of the State of New-
York, representing that complaint had been made to the
Committee of Safety, of depredations committed by Captain
Ford and his company, and that certain resolutions bad
passed in the Committee, which were to be transmitted to
his Exce1lency General Washington, with a request that
Captain Ford be delivered up, in order to answer for his
misconduct in a course of justice; and tbat, in the mean
time, I would detain Captain Ford in custody, and to give
orders for securing such of the plundered effects as could be
found.

Detesting a spirit of plundering, and at 1111times deter-
mined to bring oftEmders to justice, I immediately ordered
Captain Ford under arrest, and several of his men under
guard. Soon after being ordered over into the Jerseys, I
have not heard any thing further of the matter until this day,
when receipts, copies of which are enclosed, were presented
to me, with a complaint that the prisoners lay confined, and
were not brought to trial.

By the receipts, it appears that the parties injured have
had reparation made them. It now remains that tbe offend-
ers be brought to trial for the offence. I mnst, therefore,
beg that you will inform me, as soon as possible, whether
you desire that they should be given up to be tried by civil
law? If not, I shall immediately order them to be tried by
court-martial. A speedy determination is necessary, as they
are all artificers, and much wanted at this time; and such
as are not guilty should return to their duty.

I am informed that a troop of Horse, belonging to the
State of Connecticut, have been for some time posted at
Fishkill, and that they are not much wanted there. If it be

so, a part of them will be of great service at this place, and
should be glad that they may be ordered down accordingly.

I am, sir, with respect and esteem, your most humble
servant,

'V. HEATH.
President of the honourable Convention of the State of New-

York.

Receipt given to Captain FORD.
Camp, at Peekshill, December 18th, 1776.

I, the subscriber, do acknowledge to have received of
Captain Phineas Ford, in full for tbe things that said Captain
Ford and his men did take out of the bouse of Solomon
Pugsley, near the lines of the enemy, at White-Plains, on
Philips's Manor. I say received in full in behalf of Solomon
Pugsley and the Widow Elizabeth Pugsley.

Received per me: STEPHEN OAKLEY.

Ezekiel Thrall.

STEPHEN OAKLEY TO GENERAL SPENCER.

Camp, at Peekskill, December 18th, 1776.

SIR: This is to inform you that I have received satisfac-
tion for tbe tbings that Captain Phineas Ford is now under
an arrest for, and four of his men under guard for. And as
received satisfaction, so desire that tbe whole may be re-
leased from their confinement.

S 0TEPHEN AKLEY.
General Spencer.

COLONEL JOSEPH TRUMBULL TO GENERAL HEATH.

Fishkj]]s, 24th December, 1776.

SlR: I find that the stores near Pinp's Bridge are not all
removed, and that the troops below and the guards at that
place are to be dismissed to-morrow. I must beg you to
place proper guards over the stores till they can be re-
moved, &c.

I am, most respectfuIJy, sir, your most humble servant,
Jos, TRUMBULL,Commissary-General.

Major-General Heath.

NEW-YORK COM~IITTEE OF SAFETY TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

In Committee of Safety for the State of New-York, ~
Fishkills, December 24th, 1776. 5

SIR : We were honoured with your Excellency's favour
of the 15th instant, and most readily accept your apology
for not answering ours of last month, since we are not igno-
rant of the straits into which our temporary inlistments
have thrown you, and have found in the difficulties which
your ExceJlency had to contend with, no small addition to
those under which we labour. YQUwill see by tbe enclosed
resolve that we have, agreeable to your ExceHency's request,
caHed out great part of our Militia, besides those that are
on tbe west side of Hudson's river, under the command of
Brigadier-General Clinton, with a view to supply the place
of the troops who are shortly to leave us. But, sir, we
cannQt but heJp observing that we do not put too much con-
fidence in our endeavours, for reasons that will be eXplained
to your Excellency by MI'. Benson, the bearer hereof. 'We
have had frequent intimations tbat the enemy design shortly
to make a push for tbis place, and some of them so well
founded, as to convince us that nothing but our being in a
proper state of defence will frustrate the design. As the
difficulties under which we labour have not escaped your
attention, we persuade oursel ves that your Excellency will
contribute, so far as is consistent with the general welfare,
to remove them. This we conceive can be in no way so
effectually done as by sending some of the new-raised regi-
ments, if any are completed, to secure tbe defiles in the
Highlands. Tbis we know must be regulated by circum-
stances, of wbich your Excellency is the only proper judge;
and to your decision, after having barely hinted it, we most
cheerfu IIy submit.

The necessity of the troops sent to the northwardal'e in-
conceivably great, and unless speedily supplied must render
the forces we raise entirely useJess. We haV'e directed MI'.
Benson to press the Congress to fall upon some means of
furnishing us out of the stores they bave purcbased in tbe
Eastern States. Perhaps OUl' request, if backed by YOllr
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Excellency's recommendation, would be more speedily com-
plied with.

I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient and very
humble servant.

By order: AB'M TEN BROECK, President.

His Exce]]ency General Washington.

NEW-YORK CONVENTION TO GOVERNQUR TRUMBULL.

In Convention of the Representatives of the State of New-York, /
Fishkill, December 24th, 1776. S

SIR : Your letter of the 12th instant, covering an account
for removing a number of inhabitants, with stock, &c., from
Long-Island to yom State, was duly received. The amount
of Mr. John Field's demand, being £44 5s., lawful money,
has been paid to him here, agreeable to your request; the
remaining balance, to wit: £630 4s., I am directed to trans-
mit to your Excellency by the messenger, Benjamin JUon-
tanye, and to request the favom of your Excellency to cause
the same to be paid to the several persons to whom it is
due.

Whenever Mr. John Vaits transmits hIs account proper-
ly audited, payment will be ordered him.

I have the honour to be your Excellency's most obedient
servant. -

By order: ABM. TEN BROECK, President.

His Excellency Governour Trumbull.

In Convention of the Representatives of the Stllte of New-York, t
December 24th, 1776. 5

The Committee to whom was referred the letter from
Governour Trumbull, with the accounts therein enclosed, of
sundry persons, for transporting many of the inhabitants,
with their effects and stock, &c., from Long-Island, deliv-
ered in their report; which was read and unanimously agreed
to, and is as follows, to wit:

"
Your Committee do report, that they have examined an

account which was forwarded to this Convention by his
Excellency Governour Trumbull, amounting to £674 9s.,
lawful, equal to £899 5s. 4d., New- Y01'k currency, for
transporting a number of inhabitants from Long-Island
over to the State of Connecticut, with their stock, &c.
That they find the account ascertained by three gentlemen,
who have been appointed for that purpose by the Commit-
tees of New-London and Groton, and whom Governour
Trumbull declares are gentlemen of character. That your
Committee are therefore of opinion that the said account
ought to be allowed, and that the sum of £44 5s., lawful,
equal to £59 New-York currency, part thereof for services
performed by Mr. John Field, be paid to him as he is now
here. That the remaining balance of £630 4s., lawful,
equal to £840 5s. 4d., New- York currency, be remitted to
his Excellency Governoul' Trumbull, for the purpose of dis-
charging the said accounts. That YOUI'Committee have
examined another account, also transmitted by Governour
Trumbull, for services performed by John Vail, wbjch the
Connecticut auditors have not thought fit to certify as just,
and are therefore of opinion that it be disallowed for the
present."

Extract from the Minutes.
ROBT. BENSON, Secretary.

In Convention of the Representatives of the State of New-York, t
a. m. December24th. 5

Your Committee, appointed to confer with Co]onel
Trumble relative to the want of provisions at the Forts Mont-
gomery and Constitution, and also for the Militia who are
now in the service under General George Clinton, and
relative to a plan fix importation of salt for the State of
Connecticnt and New- York, do report, that Co]onel Trum-
ble says that the want of provisions at the Forts Montgomery
and Constitution is owing to the passes in the High]ands
not being sufficiently guarded to justify him in pouring any
large quantity of provisions in those forts, and that he, not-
withstanding, believes they are well provided by this time.
That he is now going to Peekskill, and wil] take care that
lheyare duJy supplied. That Colonel Hay is authorized
by him to supply the Militia with provisions on the west
side of lIudson'$ ri\'er.

With regard to the plan for importation of salt for the
State of Connecticut and New- York, he informs your Com-

mittee that he is authorized by the Genera] Congress to
import a quantity for the use of the Army, and that he has
laid a plan with the State of Connecticnt to send out a num-
ber of vessels for that purpose, one half of each adventure
to be on account of the General Congress, and the other
half on account of the State of Connecticut. That several
vessels are already sailed in the course of last month, and
others now fitting out. And that if the Convention of
New- York incline to join in said plan, he is wilJing to
interest them into it, and so divide the risk into three equal
parts between the General Congress, the State of Connecti-
cut, and the State of New- York. That the vessels so taken
in here are appraised, and the value thereof insured to the
respective owners.

Your Committee are therefore of opinion, that if such a
plan be entered into by this Convention, it will greatly tend
to the supplying this State with that necessary article

All which is most humbly submitted.
ISAAC ROOSEVELT,

CHRIST'R TAPPEN.

NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GOVERNOURTRUMBULL.
In Committee of Safety for the State of New-York, ~

Fishkills, December 24th, 1776. 5
The Convention have directed me to enclose to your

Excellency an extract of a letter from General Washington,
and to hint the necessity of securing the passes to the High-
lands, which are in some measure the keys of this State, the
importance of which, in this controversy, is evident from the
uniform endeavours of the enemy to possess themselves of
it, and the command that it would give them over the Indian
stations. ,

This State has suffered greatly in the course of the war.
Five entire Counties, and part of a sixth, are in the posses-
sion of the enemy; much, therefore, cannot be expected
from them; but whatever they can do, has and will be done.
As they feared the evils arising from short inlistments, they
raised upwards of twenty-one hundred men over and
above our quota, who are to continue in service until
the last day of December; -afterwards, at the request of Gen-
eral Washington, they sent down six hundred men to garri-
son the forts in the Highlands, whose time of inlistment
expired the first day of this month. We have also been
frequently under the necessity of calling out a very consid-
erable part of our Militia. When the enemy quitted this
State, and General Washington's Army was greatly reduced,
Convention thought it expedient to send some into New-
Jersey, as well to raise the spirits of the Whigs thcre as to
oblige the enemy to weaken their Army, by leaving garl'isons
behind them. They accordingly sent down near two thou-
sand men, under the command of Brigadier-General George
Clinton, who are still in the field, and have been very suc-
cessful in several skirmishes with the enemy. These, sir,
are the exertions we have made, by which you may easily
conceive that we are not a little exhausted and harassed.
In this situation, we are informed that the few troops which
are left under the command of Generals Spencer and Heatlt
are to be disbanded in a few days; and the whole safety of
this State, and that of America, which it in a great measure
involves, will be left to our Militia. We have, therefore,
made a farther draft from them; but, sir, they fear that these
will be insufficient to guard the passes on tbe west, and those
on the Albany post-road, on the east side of Hudson's river,
if they should be attacked by any considerable force, which
they have strong reasons to believe they will be; the Con-
vention are therefore obliged 10 call upon Connecticut to
defend the passes on the oblong road, which are not less the
inlets into that State than this, and which they have reason
to fear will, without their assistance, be but s]ightly guarded.
They need not urge the necessity of raising your levies with
all possible expedition, and of keeping, in the mean time, a
body of Militia on foot, to guard against the danger of being
without an Army, since they are fully satisfied that you are
apprised of the importance of those measures, and that they
will be executed with the same spirit which bas hitherto so
honourably characteriz:ed Connecticut.

The Convention have directed me to inform your Excel-
lency that an act lately passed by your Legislature, prohib-
iting the transportation out of your State of several articles
enumerated therein, has given the most serious concern to
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them, as by the misfortunes of war the inhabitants of tlris
State are now deprived of a sea-port, they have no possible
means of procuring many of the necessaries of life, but from
the Eastern States, whose commerce is still open. Tbe
Convention ar.e satisfied that it could neVf'r be your inten-
tion to add to the distresses by which they are una voidably
afflicted, and therefore doubt not that this will be remedied
as soon as mentioned.

I have the honour to be, your Exce]]ency's most obedient
and very humb]e servant.

By order: An'M TEN BHOECK, President.

His Exce]]eney Governour Trumbull.

COLONEL P ARSONS TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.
Middletown, 24th December, 1776.

HONOURED SIR: I have to inform your Honour that
Jacob Tillotson, Ensign of the Fourteenth Company in the
'Third Regiment of Militia in this State, did neglect and
refuse to attend the duties of his said ofTIce in the late
alarm on tbe 5th instant, by neglecting to marcl) to New-
London, agreeable to orders given Ollt to tbe commanding
ofIicer of said company, be being duly notified.

I ha \'e the bonour to be, your Honour's most obedient,
humble servant,

1\1 I>'ARSHD. ARSONS,
Lieut. Colonel of the Third Regiment of Militia.

To the Hon'ble Jonathan Trumbull,Esq.

Return of Clothing sent by PETER T. CURTENIUSto Esopus,
and delivered in the Store of Captain JOHN ELVENDORP.
December 24th, 1776. Marked and numbered as per
margm, VlZ:
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COLONEL PARSONS TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.
Middletown, 24th December, 1776.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR: I have to inform your
Honour that Captain Jonathan Starr, Jr., of New-London,
present Captain of the Independent Company in that
town, subjected to and under the regulations of the Third
Regiment of Militia in this State, at the time of the alarm
on the 5th and 6th instant, did neglect and refuse to lead
forth his said company for the defence of that, or any
neighboqr town that might then be invaded, and for reason
offered that he would not take up arms in support of inde-
pendence. The matters at large may more fu1Jy appear by
the representation made to me by the other officers of said
company.

I have the honour to be, with respect, your Honour's
most obedient humble servant,

MARSHF'D PARSONS,

Lieutenant- Colonel of the Third Regiment.

To the Hon'ble Jonathan Trumbull, Esq.

88
89
75
87

100
90

JOHN lII'LEAN TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.
Danbury, December 24th, 1776.

This is to acquaint your Honour that there is five prison~
ers here, sent from the State of New- York, viz: one Com-
missary for the Engineers, one Lieutenant of the Sixteenth
Regiment, one Captain of Transport, one of their wives,
and one child, which is in utmost want of necessary doth-
ing, and have made application to the Authority, Select-
men, and Committee as nothing of tbat kind could be pro-
cured here, that we would write to your Honour in reO'ard
to their want of clothing, that as they behaved thems~lveg
with decorum and decency since they have been here, and
understand they have conducted themselves up to their
parole while at Bedford. They say, if your Honour
would grant them liberty to send one of their number to
New- York, there they are sure of procuring those neces-

89
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sary dot bing they want. 'We therefore would acquaint
your Honour tbat tbey really are i)1 /,!reat want of articles
of clot bing, and leave to yom Honour to order provision
for them, as your wisdom tbinks best. But should your
Honour conclude one of them go to New- York, we would
ratber cboose Mr. Acritudy should go, as be bas a wife and
child bere, which we think is a very good pledge for his
return; and bis behaviour has been, since bere, conducted
with the strictest politeness. In the mean time we leave
the whole matter to your Honour's determination; and am,
sir, for myself and the rest of the Authority, Selectmen,
amI Committee, your Honour's most obedient, humble ser-
vant,

.
JOHN McLEAN.

N. B. The above Acmudy is brother to Doct. Acmudy,
at lVew- York. Should your Honour think proper to return
an answer, you will please to direct me, or the Selectmen,
as above written. By order of the Committee.

PAROLE OF JOSEPH READE.

Whereas I, Joseph Reade, of the City and Province of
New- York, Esq., bave for some time past resided at Wind-
ham, in the State of Connecticut, being apprebended and
sent thitber by tbe Committee of the Convention of the
State of New- York, as one sllspected inimical to the United
States of America; and whereas, upon my application to
his Honour Governour Trumbull, of the State of Connecti-
cut, he hatb permitted me to return to New- York to take
care of my in terest and effects, and there to reside till other-
wise ordered: I do hereby pledge my faith and word of hon-
our to said Goveroour Trumbull, that I will neither bear
arms, nor excite or encoUl'age others to bear arms, against this
or any other of the United States of America, and that I
will not do or say any thing in prejudice of the interest or
measures of this, or any, or all, of the United States, in the
present controversy with Great Britain; and that' I will
give no intelligence to the enemies of said States of any of
their counsels, operations of war, or other the transactions of
this, or any of the United States, and that I will return to
any place in this State when required by his said Honour
Goveroour Trumbull, or the General Assembly of this State,
or the Convention of the State of New- York lor the time
being.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, this
24th day of December, A. D. 1776, at 1Vindham, in the
State of Connecticut.

J Ras. EADE.

THO~IAS CUSHING TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.

Providence, December 24, 1776.

SIR: I have just time to inform you that we have news
this day from the Jerseys. General Washington has been
obliged to retreat to the other side of the Delaware, oppo-
site to Trenton, where he has about ten or twel ve hundred
men. General Howe, with an army consisting, it is said, of
abo~lt nine thousand, is at Trenton, and it is reported, de-
signs to proceed to a place in the Jerseys directly opposite
to the city of Philadelphia, and there cannonade and bom-
bard the city, perhaps pass the river, and plunder it. Gen-
eral Lee, on Friday, the 13th instant, was taken prisoner by
a party of Light-Horse, about fifty in number, at about two
miles distant Irom the Army he commanded, and about
twenty miles from the enemy. They carried him off with,
out his hat or cloak. His Aid-de-camp is arrived in town-
and brings this intelligence. This is a great loss. It is re-
ported the troops under General Gates, and those that were
under General Lee, had joined General Washington. Gen-
eral Lincoln has just informed me that he has certain intel-
I:<rence that tbe troops at Rhode-lyland have al], but about
fifteen hundred, reembarked. W hitber they are bound, is
uncertain; ~ome conjecture to this town, somesay toDart-
mouth, and some imagine to Boston. We shall soon learn
their destination. Our Militia that repaired to tbis State, in
consequence of the requisition of Governour Cooke, having
left their families very suddenly, are mostly returned home.
Those that remain are very uneasy, and I believe will not
tarry much longer; so that if General Lincoln, in pl1l'SU-
ance of tbe opinion of Council, was immediately with the
men under his command to proceed to New- York, there

would be no men belonging to our State left for the defrnce
of this.

In great haste, I remain, with respect, your most humLle
servant ,

TnoMAs CUSHH\'G.
Hon. James Bowdoin, Esq.

JAMES LOVELL TO JOHN AVERY.

Boston, December 24. 1776.
SIR: Aftrr maturdy deliberating the circumstances of my

pulJlick and private relations, I bave concluded it to be my
duty not to decline that honour to which, as you informed
me on the 5th of this month, I am appointed by the joint
ballot of both Houses of" Assemb]y in this State.

Conscientiously devoted to the interests of United Amer-
ica, and animated by my late sufferings in the common calise
of her freedom, I dare hope, by an unremitted application to
the duties of this very honourable appointment, to obtain the
future approbation of my constituents, or at least to prevent
their regret, for those benevolent and generolls considerations
which evidelltly governed their ballot in my particular case.

I am, with esteem, your /i.iend and hUlllhle servant,
J AMES LOVELL.

John Aver'y, Esq., Deputy Secretary.

You will kindly determine about the propriety of a formal
communication of the above to the honourable Counci!.

~

N. LOTB1NIERE TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[No. L] .
Boston, December24th, 1776.

SIR: This is the third letter I have wrote you since the
20th of last month, the day of my arrival in this city, viz :
the firstdirected to Mr. Benjamin Fmllklin, who I was well
acquainted witb in London, and also seemed to place as
much value on my acquaintance as I did ill his, but at the
moment of the post's departure, I was tcld that he had
embarked for Prance three weeks before that time; then it
being impossible for me to copy the letters over, I had only
leisure to write on tbe back, and beg that you would be so
kind as to open it, and make the same use of it he would
have done if present. It Gontained an open letter for my
son, and I hope you have been so kind, sir, as to cause it to
be delivered to him. The master of the post told me that
that packet had been forwarded to you by Captain Faulk-
ner, who left this city on Thursday, 21st of last month.
The second was dated the 4th instant, and delil'cred tbe
same to Mr. Freeman, a clerk to the Committee of this city,
who, I was told, was to set off the next day to the Congress;
but said letter remained on the Committee's table; which
hearing of, and that bis journey bad been put off, I sent for
it, and delivered it at tbe Post Office on Thursday, the 12th
instant. In the interval of those two dates, I delivercd to
Mr. Walker, wbo was going to Phl:ladelphia with two
French gentlemen, a second letter for my son, which he
promised to forward to him with the greatest safety and de-
spatch. Still I ha'"e no answer from him, nor do I know if
he is acquainted with my arrival in this country; and it is
only in an indirect manner I have heard of his enjoying a
tolerable state of health. You may judge, sir, that having
put this only son, who heretofore has seemed deserving my
sincerest affection, and with the mortal uneasiness I have
suffered on his account for above a twell"emonth past, as
well as on account of my wife and daughter now in Canada,
from whom I have not heard directly for two years past,
and from wbom I migbt heal' with certainty by my son, it is
cruel in Mr. Walker to have deprived him of my letter,
which be took cbarge bf, and promised me so earnestly to
forward. Those whom you empJoyed to forward to bim the
one encloser! jn my first letter, I fear have committed the
same neglect; which deprives both father and SOli from a
communication whicb would be satisfactory to tbem, after so
long an absence and so much inquietude.

You must ha ve perceived, sir, by my two first letters, the
great and ardent desires of my soul for tbe success of the
American arms, since, although I have not been able yet to
communicate to you tbe prools I can sbow of my particular
commission to come to this country, I have not been back-
ward in commnnicating to yon my ideas on your present
positions, and that of the enemy, which I thought the fittest
for tbe actual preservation of your Stutes, and to enable you
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to complete it as soon as you wiIJ be able to act offensively
(and was I \~ith you I sbould tbink this time now COI11(~.)My
zeal for this, I think, wiIJ sufficiently be demo;Jstrated, if you
observe that at the time I left France the commission I
accepted of could not be granted without a reserve of disa-
vowing me in case things did nOt succeed in the manner
expected. I bave not acted with less ardour and zeal since
my an'ival in tl?is Province, although under tbe double risk
of Iwing disavowed by your Congress, or by the Court
which has secretly employed me, as one who may, and they
know can be, of the greatest service to you by his knowl-
edge of war and politicks, as well as with the local of this
Continent. However, [ cannot confine my zeal within my-
self, until I shaIJ be with you, and am induced to endeavour
to convince you, that your most dangerous enemies are those
false brethren who unhappily are to be found in a]l yom
States in too great numbers, whose only occupation and aim
is to discourage your people, by deluding tbem under the
insupportable yoke prepared for them, and which once laid
on, tbey never will be able to extricate themsel ves from. It
is, then, this first and most dangerous enemy which must be
eradicated without delay, and forever, by even tbe severest
laws, accompanied by some striking examples, though not
in "reat numbers.

f had from the power that employed me, the stnctest
recommendatiuns and orders to all whom their authority
extended, to procure me every means and conveniency in
my way to this Continent, with the greatest security and
despatch. The respect and consideration such orders pro-
cured me, in all the places belonging to tbat Power, through
which I passed, or made any stay, could not be kept secret
here, and has even been published by seveml subjects
of this State, and Frenchmen, who are actually here, who
could not help regarding me as in a superioUl' rank to those
who commanded in the places where they saw me. In
spite of all this, and of such demonstrative proofs, sufficiently
evident to every thinking being who is not blinded by his
enmity to this country, I have nevertheless been exposed,
and accused in the most respectable place of this city, and
from thence publickly, of being a declared enemy to those
States. Some ha ve even been so infamous as to hold me
out to the publick as a spy of the British Court, although
certainly those who took charge to publish such a report,
acted against the testimony of their own conscience; so that
every step I took, by my particular observation, to render
myself useful to this State, and to employ my talents in its
favour, which then appeared to me very essential, were
poisoned to my disad vantage, and regarded as corroborating
proofs which strengthened their suspicions against me. I
was a long time ignorant of this, and it only came to my
knowledge by an accident, which will be repeated to you
by Messrs. Faneui! and Price, to whom I ha\'e mentioned
the whole, as well as the endeavours I made to discover the
f,Ource from whence it proceeded, or at least to stop its prog-
ress and effect, in which I have not yet succeeded, although
I applied to one of the two officers, that seemed to me more
concerned than I had a right to be, in discovering the source
of the whole and following it through all its windiugs and
turnings. It would be out of my power, sir, to concealli'om
you my sensibility and the pain which I feel at such an

C ,/,
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at my honour, (which happily is secured against sucb frivo- [No.2.] Boston, November 21st, 1776.
lous suspicions, by being so weH known in lIlany parts of I sent yesterday, my dear son, a letter to you, under
Ellrope,) but on account of this country and the speedy cover to Mr. Franklin; but I did not then know he was
sati,;[action which I could have procured to the power by gone to France, but it will reach you through the hands of
which I am employed, as I am now stopped in illY endea- .MI'. lIancock, President of the Congress, "ham I have
vours for the good of tbis country, by tbe insinua~ions with desired to open my letter to MI'. Franklin, and to make the
which tbey have impressed the publick against me; and I same use of it he would have done, as well in regard to you
am apprehensive it will be a difficult matter to destroy that as to the other contents of said letter. This will be deliv-
prejudice, and f(ogain that general and unrestrained confi- ered you by Mr. TValker, wbo sets off for Philadelphia in
dence which ougbt to have been placed in me from tbe two hours, and which he has promised to deliver YOli care-
moment of my arrival, and the open manner of my first fully.
appearance. I have not yet, sir, recei~'ed the least answer It is too late, my dear son, to yield to that spirit of ellthll-
from Congress, and you may easily judge, particularly after siasm to which you have bc'en led. I am told (by Mr.
the affair above-mentioned, that I cannot go without, and Walker) by the persuation of Longeuil and Bel-Etre, I don't
without your positive orders for my own safety, my servants, think you have done any honour to yonr judgment, when
and baggage, on the road, otherwise I might be exposed to you preferred their advice to mine, particularly in so critical
be stopped in the way. Therefore I begyou II ill send tllem a tillie. My self-love convinces me that if you had properly
to me as soon as possible, that I, in person, at least may be reflected, you would have preferred my advice to theirs. If
with you within a fortnight. I now see things, I think, in you had regulated your conduct on the letters I wtote you
a.pretty clear light, as well in regard to your position, as from London, YOli would have avoided many losses and

'iF

that of the enemy, so as to judge what may be proper to be
done-wbere the evil lays, what may be directly remedied,
and what referred to anothet. time. I even think that I now

foresee very clearly what the enemy \vill attempt next cam-
paign, and I confess that I have already informed thePrcnch
Cuurt of it, and of my designs in consequence; assuring
them, that if I am credited here, so as to determine the
operations, and that France determines to su pport it in the
manner I have mentioned, all \vill be ready bere to concur
in that system. Tile method I have taken to write ror the
first, was via St. Pierre de JJliguelon, with direction to senu
a vessel immediately, with copy of my letter, and even the
original, if there remained no more vessels in that port bound
to France. This letter is to go Ii.om Wcl1jlcet (Cape Cod)
to St. Pierre, by a schooner which was to sail immediately,
and perhaps sbe is already gone. I recommcnded that my
letter might be concealed even in the master's breeches, in
case he shou]d be taken. The secono, \,ia the ~Mole, in
sloop wllich will sail the day after to-morl'Ow; which I ha\'e
Wl'Ote in ciphers, and directed to the Count rl'Ennery, Gen
era! of Hispaniola; in which [ bave mentioned the saCtle
projects and ideas; and I desire the General to send it to
France as soon as possible. I intend to send a duplicate of
this second letter by CafJtain JJlarion, in a ship bound to
the same island, which will sail about the latter end of next
week, and in which I would take my passage, if I thought
I could be of no use here.

I remitted to }fro Walker, at his departure from Boston,
a recital of the affair which detained me five years in Eng-
land, to be delivered to you at his arrival at Philadclph£a,
in order that you might ha\'e a timely knowler!ge of the
incontestable right I have to the lordships of Dalaillville
and D'hocquart, at the Iwad of Lake Champlain, extend:..
ing to the lower end of New Lake George, to the west of
the river which joins tbat lake to Lake C'hampla£n. The
lordship of D' hocquart is situated on tbe east side of that
river, and begins about two miles above Crown-Point, and
extends near the entrance of the river Au L01ltres. Each
of those lordsbips have four leagues in front from north to
soutb, on five leagues depth; the first to the west and the
second to the east. When I shall have the honour to see
you, sir, I shall inform you more fully of tbis affair. In case
MI'. Walker should neglect to give you the copy I desired
him to deliver, Mr. Faneuil or Mr. Price may do the same,
as I ga ve each of them one for that purpose. Besides the

knowledge you may obtain of that affair by said memorial,
(in which I hope to receive justice from the Congress, as it
was presented to the King, bis l\Iinisters, the members of
both Houses of Parliament, and almost all the foreign Min-
isters then in London, and the principal persons in Prance,)
you will see in what manner I treated the Ministers and
principal persons of the British Court, whose spy they have
dared here to call me. There are some, and unfortunately
too many, in YOllr States, wbo render them more service
tball any stranger could, however inclined.

I have the honour to be, with the highest consideration
and respect, sir, your most humble, obedient, servant,

TI1E M~'s DE LOTBINIERE.
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sorrows, and you, as wen as others, who, without the least
foundation, followed the same course, wou]d not now be
exposed to the }'eproaches of your mother country, in which
your ancestors made a figure, against which for some time
you a ppeared in arms: for you could nol. be ignorant of
the interest Frana .took in the sllccess of the cause against
which you were pl'rsuaded to fight. It occasioned the
greatt,st surprise in France when they were in fonned that
tbe Canadian noblesse had joined tbe Royalists in such
a cause, particularly after the treatment which they had
received, without the least occasion given, which tended to
no less than to reduce them to a lower state than their vas-
sals, and which they would have accomplisbed if tbey had
had a sufficient time to execute their scbemes. I refer to
tell you much more, as we shall meet; until, when I wish
you a perfect health. Believe me, my clear son, the best
father and friend you could have relluired of God.

LOTBINIERE.

All my letters from France give me the tit1e of Marquis.
You run no risk in conforming to it.

ARTHUR LEE TO RICHARD HENRY LEE.

December 25th, 1776.

It was with infinite pleasure I received my dear brother's
letter, by the bands of Dr. Franklin, wbom I joined at this
pJace on the 22d December, the day after his arrival. We
have had an audience, been received, and presented our
propositions. As yet we ha ve received no answer, nor can
we divine what it will be. They are very timid and secret,
but we have hopes. In the mean time we are endeavour-
ing to procure artillery, arms, ammunition, and clothing, to
fit you for another campaign, which, if it be as undecisive
as this, will nearJy exhaust the enemy's strength. Two
things, however, I would wish to im press upon your minds:
to look forward and prepare for. the worst event, and to
search for every resource within yoursel \'es, w as to have
as little external dependence as possible. The events of
the year 1777 are of such infinite importance, that no in-
dustry and no expense can be too great to turn them to our
advantage. If they are decidedly in our fa~'our, our liber-
ties and properties will be assured foreve\'.

I have sent for your sons hither. I mean to keep Lud-
well with me, and if his genius suits, to train him to arms,
chiefly in tbe engineering line. Tom I wi]] send to you
with our despatches, when they are of importance. He is
now of an age to be useful to you in Virginia, from whence
your absence must greatly damage your affairs.

Yours afft'ctionately, ARTiwR LEE.
To Richard Henry Lee, Esq.

SAMUEL WRIGHT TO COLONEL RICHARDSON.

Queen Ann's County, December 25th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Since my returning home, finding my friends
exceedingly against myentering the service again, beg leave
to resign the commission yot! have been kind enough to ap-
point me to. Return you my hearty thanks for the honour
conferred upon me; and am, with the greatest respect,
yours, SA~IOELWRIGHT, of Thomas.

Colonel William Richardson, Caroline County.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO ASSEMBLY OF NEW-HA)}PSHIRE.

Baltimore, De<:ember 25th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Since I did myse]fthe honour of addressing
you last on the subject of the enclosed resolve, the Con-
gress ha ve received fresh intelligence from Generals Schuyler
and Gates, urging the necessity of an immediate compliance
therewith. In consequence of which, they have directed
me to represent to you, that without your immediate aid
and assistance, the important fortress of Ticonderoga will
tlllavoidably fall into the hands of our enemies, the troops
who at present garrison that and the acljacent posts having
determined not to remain there after tbe term of their inlist-
ment expires.

It is needless to use arguments on the occasion, or to
paint the dreadful consequences to gentlemen already ful]y
acquainted with them, of leaving the back settlements of
the New-England States open to the ravages of our mer-

ciless foes. If any thing can add to your exertions at this
time, it must he the reflection that your own most imme-
diate safety calls upon you to strain every nerve. Should
we heedlessly abandon the post of Ticonderoga, we give
lip "inconceivable advantages; shollld we resolutely main-
tain it, (and it is extremely capable of defence,) we may
bid defiance to General Carleton, and the norlhel'l1 army
under his command. But our exertions u)r this purpose
mllst be immediate, or they will not avail any thing. The
thirty-first of this instant, the time will expire for which the
troops in that important garrison were inlisted, and Lake
Champlain will, in all probability, be fj'ozen over soon after.
For the sake, therefore, of all that is dear to freemen, be
entreated to pay immediate attention to this requisition of
Congress, and let nothing divert you from it. The affairs
of our country are in a situation to admit of no delay. They
may still be retrieved, but not without the greatest expedi-
tion and vigour.

If nothing was at stake but your own peace and security,
I should not be so earnest on the occasion. It is the fate
of posterity (which depenr!s upon our conduct) that stamps
a value on, the present cause. I bese~ch you, therefore, by
all that is sacred; by that Jove of liberty and yonI' country
which you have always manifested; by those ties of honour
which binrl YOll to the common cause; by that love of virtue
and happiness which animates a]] good men; and, finally,
by your regard for succeeding generations, that YOll will,
without a moment's delay, exert yourselves to forward the
troops to Ticonderoga from your State, agreeably to the
enclosed requisition of Congress.

I ha ve the honour to be, gentlemen, YOllr most obedient
and very humble servill1t,

JOHN HANCOCK,President.

To the Assembly of New-Hampshire.
[Same to Assemb1y of l.Iassachl!setts-Bay,and to the Assembly of COII-

necticttt.)

BENJ,UHN HARRISO:"l' TO ~IARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

BaJtimore, December 25, 1776.

SIR: Congress are in immediate want of a fast-saiJing
vessel. Every endea\'ollr has been used to procllre one
witbout success, nor have they tbe least chance left of
getting one unless your honourable Board will spare Cap-
tain llIartin's brig. I should by no means ask the favour,
knowing how necessary this vessel is to the State of Mary-
land, if the occasion was not of tbe most pressing nature.
Should the Board be so obliging as to part with her, Con-
gress expect to pay wbat tbe vessel anrl cargo cost, with
every charge of wages and outfit. You'll please to lay this
matter before the Board, and favour me with their answer
by the express.

I have tbe honour to be, your most obedient servant,
BENJ. HARRISON.

WILLIAM ELLERY TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

Baltimore, December 25th, 1776.

SIR: I did myself the honour of writing to you by

Captain Garcia., the 10th instant, ~ince which nothing
new hatb taken place that I know of 111tbe Army, except-
ing the capture <,>fGeneral Lee, by a party of the enemy's
Light-Horse, on tbe 131h. By some fatality, as General
Sullivan in a letter to Congress expresses himself, General
Lee, with his filmily, took lodging in a farm-house, about
three miles distant from the Army under his command.
Some Tories informed the enemy of his situation. They
sent off eighty Ligbt- Horse to take him, who surrouuded
and attacked the house. The General, with his family,
made a manly resistance, but were finally obliged to sub-
mit, and the poor General was carried away tbe captive.
A fatality, strange indeed, for some time past, hath seemed
to attend our aff.'1irs. Tbe loss of Fort Washington, when
twenty-six hundred of our men were captivated in an
inglorious manner; the loss of Fort Lee, by surprise, with
a great quantity of stores, and the capture of tbe General,
who was honoured by his name being given to that fort,
and, in short, all our affitil's, have in a strange manner pro-
ceeded. I hope in God better fortune will attend ou['
future operations. General lIowe's Army, by our fa"t
advices,_had extended itself along the Delaware, towards
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the north principally, with an apparent design to pass the
river. General Washington bad posted his Army a]ong the
river so as to obstruct tbeir passage. Some of tbe Militia
of Pennsylvania, tbe Lower Counties, and Jtlaryland, are
about to reinforce, and some have actually reinforced, his
Army; and General Sullivan, on whom the command of
tbe division late under the command of the unhappy Lee
is devol ~'ed, was on the 13tb of this month marching to join
him. When tbey join, they will together make a respect-
able Army, sufficient to prevent lIowe's entering Pennsyl-
vania. Indeed, tbe armies must before this have formed
a junction, if General Sulli'van's division hath not been
repulsed by General Howe. We expect to hear /i'om
Philadelphia every moment; if any thing new shall arrive
before I am obliged to close my Jetter

You have doubtless before this heard of the removal of
Congress to this place. Tbis is the first opportunity I bave
bad, and this is circuitous, (via Boston,) to inform you of it.
The enemy was so near, and affairs in tbe city in such con-
fusion, tbat it was improper and unsafe to continue there,
antI for reasons too Jon!T for a letter. Baltimore was fixed
upon as the most suitable place for holding Congress in for
tbe present. I should like tbe place well enougb, if it was
less distant from the Army, less dirty, and less expensi,'e.

It is long since I hH'e heard from my constituents. "Vhat
is doing, and how matters stand in our State, I know no
more tban an inhabitant of the moon; although it would be
beneficial to have every necessary in/ormation seasonably.

We have an account that a fleet, witb eigbt or ten thou-
sand men, have gone to .Newpol.t, and that the Island was

evacuated by the inhabitants; bllt that the enemy had not
landed. By a letter from General TVooster to Congress, of
the 8tb of this instant, we are informed that tbe fleet on tbe
6th were off New-London. If it be true that so large a
force hath gone to Rhode.-Island, something more is in-
tended, in my opinion, than the bare taking the town of
Newport for winter-quarters. I suspect that tbey mean to
take possession of Providence, and /i'om thence penetrate
into the ]}[assachusetts-Bay. If they attack Providence, it
will be by land. They wiJl pass up tbe bay to Warwick
Neck perhaps, then land, and marcb to the town. Tbere
ought to be a good redoubt at Warwick Point, to dleck
their ]anding and give time for troops to be arrayed to
oppose their progress. I think tbat this. division of tbe
enemy's Army affords us a fine opportunity to make an
efficacious stroke on them. As soon as I had notice tbat I
thought I could depend upon, I immediately proposed to
tbe New-England De]egates to write to Genera] Washing-
ton, informing bim that a fleet, with a large body of troolJS
under Clinton, had sailed for Rhode-Island, and desiring
him to send General Gates or Greene, with such Brigadier-
Genera]s as could be spared, to take the command and
direction of the troops tbat might be raised in New-
England, to repel the enemy from the Island, or oppose
their makinO" any inroads into the country. It was agreed
to, and a lefter wrote. The General told us in answer, that
he bad received previous notice, and had sent orders to
Generals Arnold and Spencer, wbo were tben at Albany, to
repair to lVew-England, and take the command of the
yeomanry that should muster on this occasion. I bope that
the Militia will universally turn out, and not suffi~r tbe
enemy to enter and ravage ollr State as they have done the
Jersey. I hope that they will turn out iri such nnmbers as
to be able to give an effectual blow to tbe enemy in OUr
quarter. If the Army under Clinton should receive a
mortal wound from the brave New-Englanders, it would,
in my opinion, bring the war to a speedy close; whereas, if
this opportunity of the division of the British Army sbould
be ne<rlected, or not improved, the war, in all probability,
wiJl b~ protracted to a great lengtb, if not speedily issued
in our destruction, in the destruction of aJi we hold dear;
for we have good reason to think that a reinforcement of
twenty thousand men wiJl be sent over next spring. By a
letter from an unknown, but I suppose a good banrl, read
in Congress this day, it appears that tbe Court of London
had attempted, and were attempting by every mf'ans they
could devise, to procure aid ii'om every Power in Europe, or
to induce tbem to a neutrality; and tbe writer of the letter
gave it as his opinion, tbat wbat they cou]d collect in Ger-
many, together with recruits raised in England, Scotland,
and Ireland, would amount to about that number; and tbat

Russia would not furnisb them with any men. From
hence the necessity appears tbat we sbould act in every
quarter this winter with the spirit of men contending for an
invaluable prize.

By expresses {i'om Philadelphia, received this day, it
seems that the Militia of that State begin to rouse tbemselves,
and are coJlecting very fast to reinforce General Washing-
ton. I have some hopes that IJowe will be drove out of tbe
Jr,rsey this winter. If this should take place, and the lVew-
England States should give Clinton a sound drubbing, we
then need not fear what Britain, with all her n1ercenaries,
should attempt.

There are brave enterprising spirits in Providence. They
burned a Gaspee. They may bul'll the Briti.~h fleet. I
hope they will make the trial, and every effort to destroy

both fleet and army. I imagine that tbere are a number of
seamen in port belonging to the Navy of the United States,
as well as privateers. Tbese men, I should think, could be
easily induced to enterprise any tbing. They are brave,

and well know that if the British fleet is suffered 10 remain
in our bay, there will be an end to privateering, by which
tbey have made immense gain. Wbat I have wrote on this
head goes on tbis supposition, that a fleet with a ]arge' body
of troops is at Rhode-Island, and flolVs from that warm re-
gard I have for tbe State of Rhode-Island, and the glorious
cause in which we are embarked. In tbis cause I am will-
ing to exert, and ba ve exerted, my best abilities; for this I
bave suffered great anxiety; have left wife and children, and
the sweetest and closest connections in life. ""bere my wife
and children are I know not. I hope they have escaped
ii'om Rhode-Island, and are not fallen into the hands of
the enemy. If tbey should have been so unhappy, I hope
the State will interfere in their behalf, and procure their
release.

I wish that an additiona] Delegate may have been
chosen, and tbat he may bave set off for Congress. If it
should not bave been done, I hope it will be speedily done,
and tbat an addition might be made to the salary already
voted; antI I believe that the Assembly will not think me
mercenary, not. an addition unnecessary, when they are
informed that I am obliged to give six dollars a week for
boarding myself, and that evel'y article of living is doubled
within a year or two. I ask no more of the State than suf-
ficient to give me a decent support while I am in its ser-
vice, and I know the generosity of my constitUents too well
to doubt of their disposition to do what is right in this
instance. To that generosity and good disposition I
readily submit this matter; and am, with the sincerest
regard, their and your Honour's friend and humble ser-
vant,

\VILLIAi'oI ELLERY.

COLONEL THORNTON TO l\IESHECH WEARE.

Baltimore, 25 December, 1776.
HONOUREDSm; The near approach of the enemy to

Pltiladelphia, the slowness of the Militia, and the advice of
friends, induced the Congress to adjourn to this town, which
is about one hundred and ten miles soutbwest from Pltila-
de~}hia. By our last advices the Militia are joining ouL'

Army in great numbers, from which we have great bopes
that General Howe and his Army will soon be in our power,
or return to NelV- York. The Congress have encourage-
ment of assistance in the spring. Nothing will be wanting
on their part to support independence, defeat the enemy, and
render the United States great, honourable, and happy.

An inexcusable neg]ect in the officers, want of fidelity,
honour, and humanity in the doctors, and avarice in the
suttlers, has slain ten soldiers to the enemy's one, and will
soon prevent every man of comlllon sense from putting his
life and fortunein the POWCI' of such as destroy both without
pity or mercy. I have proposed to Congress that every
State in futUre should appoint one or more Suttlers, as they
tbink proper, for their own men, to be supplied by a Commit-
tee appointed by said State with every thing necessary for
sick and well men, at a price sti pulated by said State; the
Suttlers and Committee to be paid by and accountable to
said State; and a Superintendent who shaH have no other
business but to see that every soldier belonging to the State
is properly supplied and supported agreeable to their circum-
stances, and that proper stoppages be made for what they
receive, when they are receiving their wages. The Congress
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approve of the method, hut say it is the business and duty
of each State to take care of their own men, and they expect
they will. This may appear expensive, but when it is con.-
sidered that by this 01'some belter method, that the CouncIl
and Assembly think of, we may soon (when it is pl~b]~shed)
have an Army in the field able to defeat any Bntam can
send, and without we shall soon have none but officers; all
which is humbly submitted to the wisdom and prudence of
the honourable Council ami Assembly, by him who has the
honour to be, honourable gentlemen, your most obedient and
humble servant, MATHEW THORNTON.

P. S. Tbe Honourable Colonel Whipple is well. I have
received no letter since I Jeft New-lIampshire. Please to
take the trouble to present my compliments to the honour-
able Council and Assembly, and to William Parker, Esq.
The Hon. ]}[eshech Weare, Esq., Pl'esicknt of tbe Council

of the State of Neiv-Hampshire.

Baltimore, December 25,1776.

Major-General Gates and Brigadier-Generals St. Clair
and ]tJaxwell, arrived a few days ago at General TPashing-
ton's Head-Quarters from Ticonderoga.

Colonel Ford, of Morris County, in New-Jersey, who has
several hundred men under his command, has harassed the
enemyvery muchby surprisingtheirguards,and taking their
wagons, stores, &c. .

Captain Ephraim Anderson, of New-Jersey, has gained
great honour in several enterprises against the enemy near
Trenton.

A number of the Boston Tories have lately died,unpitied
and unlamented, at lIalifax, in Nova-Scotia. The famous
General Braule is among the number.

:MARINE COM:MITTEE TO C~PTAIN NICHOLSON.

December 25,1776.

SIR: As the severe weather is like to make in, Captain
Biddle will try to make a push with the Randolph; and as
it is of tbe utmost consequence tbat you should get to Car-
olina if possible, I think it most for the publick service that
you should go down the bay in company with him, and I
hope this will find you in readiness. Y Oll will see the ship
as she comes down, and must join her as soon as you can,
and you must concert with Captain Biddle the best plan
you can think of for getting out. I am fearful an expedition
is gone or will sooO"goagainst Charles- Town; therefore you
must proceed cautiously, and get into the first safe harbonr
in that State that you can, and give immediate notice to the
President and the Continental Agents of your arrival.

I am, sir, by order of tbe Marine Committee, your hum-
ble servant,

ROBERT l\loRRts,V. P.
Captain John Nicholson.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO ROBERT l\IORRIS.

Head-Quarters, 25th December, 1776.

DEAR SIR: J have your obliging favours of the 21st and
23d, The blankets are come to hand; but I would not
ha ve any of the other goods sent on till you hear again
from me.

I agree with you that it is in vain to ruminate upon, or
even reflect upon, the authors or causes of our present mis-
fortunes. vVe should rather exert oursel ves, and look for-
ward with hopes, that some lucky chance may yet turn up
in our favaU\'. Bad as our prospects are, I should not have
the least doubt of success in the end did not the late treach-
ery and defection of those who stood foremost in the Oppo-
sition while fortune smiled upon us make me fearful that
many more will follow their example, who, by using their
,influence with some and working upon the fears of otbers,
may extend the circle so as to take in whole Towns, Coun-
ties, nay Provinces. Of tbis, we have a recent instance in
Jersey; and I wish many parts of Pennsylvania may not be
ready to receive the yoke.

The security of the Continental ships-of-war in Delaware
is certainly a capital object, and yet to draft the many hands
necessary to fit them out, {i'om the Militia, might be dan-
"erous just now. Perhaps, in a little time heuce, tbeir places
~ay ue supplied with country Militia, and then, if the

exigency of affairs requires it, they certainly ought to be
spared.

I will just hint to you a proposition that \'iaS madp, or
rather talked of, a few days ago, by the officers of two New-
England regiments, whose time of service wiIl expireon the
I st January. They are, most of them, walermen, and they
said their men would wiIlingly go on board the frigates and
navigate them round to any of the ports of New-England, if
it was thought they would be safer there than in Ddaware.
You may think of this, and let me hear from you on the
subject if the proposition pleases you.

Lieutenant Boger, of the Navy, is already gonein; and
I have made a demand of Lieutenant Josiah in exchange,
but I have Mot heard whether Lord lIowe accedes to it. I
will procure the release of Doctor lIodge as ,oon as it can
be done without injuring otbers by giving him the prefer-
ence, as I bave always made it a rule to demand tbose first
who have been longest in captivity. J will take the same
steps ill regard to Mr. Jones, commander of the sloop taken
by the Andrew Doria.

I shall take the earliest opportunity of sending in your
letter to General Lee, with the. bill drawn upon Major
Sma~ .

From an intercepted letter {i'om a pE'rson in the secrets of
the enemy, I find their intentions are to cross Delaware as
soon as the ice is sufficiently strong. I mention this that
you may take the necessary steps fo1' tbe security of sucb
publick and private property as ought not to fall into their
bands should they make themselves masters of Philadelphia,
of whicb they do not seem to entertain tbe Jeast doubt.

I hope tbe next Christmas will prove happier tban the
present to you, and to, dear sir, you/' sincere friend and
humble servant, G '

uO.t ASHINGTON.

P. S. I would just ask wbether you think Chris(eena
safe placefor our storesr Do not you think they would be
safer at Lancaster, or somewhere more inland?
Robert Morris, Esq.

GENERAl, WASHINGTON TO GENERAL PUTNAM.

Camp, above Trenton-FaJJs, December 25th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I am glad to heal' by your son that you are
getting better again. If J had not been weJl convinced be-
fore of the enemy's intention of possessing themselves of
Philadelphia so soon as the frost will form ice hard enough to
transpOl't tbem and their al'lillery acrosstbe Delaware,I bave
an intercepted letter which puts the matter beyond a doubt.
If, therefore, the citizens of Ph£ladelphia have any regard
for the town, not a moment's time is to be lost in putting it
in the best posture of defence possible; but Jest this should
not be done, I would have the publick stores of every kind
that can be, removed, except such as may be necessary fOt"

immediate use, and except provisions. I think the stores
should go tOwards Lancaster instead of Christeen bridge,
unless they can be water borne (at this time to the bridgl')
and readily transported from thence into the country. Should
not this be the case, may they not easily be sei~ed at Chris-
teen? I think they rnay'; but this mattershouldbe inquired
into.

I am sorry Colonel Griffin has left the Jerseys. Some
active officer of influence ought, in my opinion, to repair
there, to inspirit the people and keep the Militia from dis-
Landing, and, if possible, to encourage them to assemble.

Let me know the exact state and strength of the .l\1i]itia
with you, that I may know how to govern myself; also of
the expectation you have of more coming in.

J am, dear sir, yours, &c., Go. 'V ASHlNGTON.
P. S. If a party of MiJitia from Philadelphia could be

sent over to support the Jersey Militia about ]}lollnt-Holly,
would it not serve to prevent them {i'om submission? I wish
you could get Colonel Forman, and endeavour, in my name,
to prevail upon him to exert himself in this business. I want
to see him myself much on this account.

Pray send the letter to Mr. Hancock by express, if tbe
post dOtS not set out immediately for Baltimore.

To Major-General Putnam.

COURT-MARTIAL ON CALEB GREEN.

At a General Court-Martial, held by order of l\Iajor-
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General Heath, at ft'Iandeville''S Tavern, December ~5th,
177t5, to try such prisoners as shall be brougbt before them:
Colonel Wyllys President.

Members.
Lieut. Colonel Cooper, Captain Ball,
Major Purdy, Captain Shipman,
Captain Pettibone, Captain Scott,
Captain ltlaxwell, Captain Platt,
Captain ]Jlorse, Captain Steward,
Captain Darby, Captain Blane.

Captain Hyde, Judge-Advocate.

Caleb Green, a soldier in C~lonel Thomas's regiment, and
my company, confined for deserti?n. Samuel Tow.nsend,
Captain, to the officer of the mam guard, Peeksktll, 9th
December, 1716.

The prisoner to the crime pleads Not guilty.
Abraham E,rburt, on oath, testifies, that himself and the

prisoner had liberty to go to the Hospital, to recover their
health. They went, and found no Doctor, nor any body
to assist them; from the Hospital the prisoner went to 1.lis
own home, about two miles, and that he has not seen hun

since, till he returned to his own com pany, the 8th of De-
cember .

William Brown, on oath, testifies, that he was sent to
order the prisoner to camp, but on being informed by his
neilfhbours that he was unable to go to camp, never went
to him. I was sent to him it second time, about the begin-
niner of this month. I forwarded the order by the prisoner's
bro~IJer, and the prisoner made no delay in coming.

Nathan Merrit testifies, that he agrees with William
Brown, and further saith, that about the 25th of last lVO-
vember he was at the prisoner's house, and that he appeared
very unwell.

Daniel Lewis, on oath, agrees with Nathan "frlerrit re-
specting the prisoner's health. ,

The Court having heard the evidences offered, do unanI-
mously adjudge the prisoner not guilty of tbe crime laid to
his charge.. SAM'LWYLLYS,President.

I do hereby approve the sentence. W. HEATH.

ROBERT YATES TO JAMES DUANE.

Claverack, December 25th, 1776.

SIR: The bearer hereof, Mr. Jeremiah C. Miller, is the
young gentleman whom I heretofore recommended to the
Committee of Arrangement for an ensigncy. As he does
not know whether he is a ppointed, he nolV calls on you for
information. He is at present called out with the Militia
to the Highlands; and should he be appointed, it would
probably be necessary for him to join his regiment.

I have understood by Mr. Abraham Yates, who this morn-
ing passed by here in his way to Alb?ny, that the Govern-
ment report is completed. He was 1tJ so great a hurry to
ero up, that I had no opportunity of receiving from him any
information upon this important subject. If you could give
me your thoughts upon it, you'll oblige me much. I should
also be glad to know the day you expect to return to the
Fishkill, as it is probable I shall accompany you.

I am, with the greatest esteem, your most obedient ser-
vant,

ROBT. YATES.

To the Hon. James Duane, Esg., Manor Livingston.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety of
Connecticut; Middletown, December 25th, 1116-

Present: His Honour the Governour, his Honour the
Deputy Governour, Jabez Huntington, William Williams,
William Hillhouse, Benjamin Huntington, Thomas Sey-
mour, Esgrs.

Voted, To refer an Account of Colonel William Pitkin
to the Committee of Pay-Table for adjustment, and to draw
on the Treasurer for what tbey shall find just]y due, &c.

Voted, That Messrs. Bunting, Waddle, Corsey, White-
head, Bets, and , be permitted to return to their
places of abode in the State of New- York, upon their giving
their parole, in writing, not to give any intelligence, nor do
or say any thing against the service of the American States,
and return back to this State on being requested.

Voted, To permit Terence McDermott, a prisoner of
war in this State, to !TOto New- York, on his parole, for
thirty-one days, and th~n to return and deliver himself up,
unl('ss within that time he obtain the liberty of some gentle-
man of equal rank in the American service, in exchange for
him, &c.

TERENCE MCDERMOTT TO GEORGE WYLLYS.

SIR: I sailed from Cork early in the year '15, in order to
join his Majesty's Sixteenth Regiment of Foot, quartered
at Pensacola, as a volunteer, and arrived, aftel' a very long
passage, at Philadelphia, where I was made prisoner.
When I left horne, there was not the most distant idea of
an American war; nor was there the least reason to sus-
pect it. .

.
The multiplicity of publick business in which tbe Gov-

ernour has been lately engaged, prevented me from commu-
nicating my private affairs, in order to make a request which
I humbly conceive I can now make wilh tbe greatest pro-
priety, particularly as the same indulgence I mean to ask
has been granted to sundry gentlemen in the American ser-
vi~e, both by Generals Carleton and Howe, and a compli-
ance with which I presume can be of no disadvantage to
the American cause. Necessity obliges tT}eto ask leaye to
go to New- York for thirty days, on parole, in brder to ne-

. gotiate some private affairs, as I am the elder brother of a
long family, who are very young, and unable to help them-
selves, and must necessarily view me in the light of a parent;
aod my confinement having prevented every opportunity of
hearing from my agent, the want of which may not only
injure myse1t~ but militate very much against my brothers
and sisters; and as you are a gentleman of humanity, I beg
leave to request YOll will represent my situation to the Gov-
ernour, and use your influence to obtain this fa \'our, which
shall e\'er be gratefully acknowledged by, sir, your most
ouedient and most humble servant,

TER. .MCDER~IOTT.
George Wyllys, Esq.

PAROLE OF TERENCE M'DERMOTT.

In consequence of a particular favour granted me by his
Honour GovenlOur Trumbull, in giving me liberty to go to
New- York for thirty-one days, on parole, to transact private
affairs of my own, I, Terence JYlcDermott, an officer in his
Britannick Majesty's service, do promise and engage, on the
word and honour of a gentlemenand soldier,that I willnot
convey any intelligence, say or do any thing prejudicial to
the~ States; and also, tbat I will not bear arms against the
same until exchanged; and tbat I will, within thirty-one
days from the date hereof,delivermyself up to Governour
Trumbull, unless within that time I obtain the liberty of
some gentleman of equal rank in the American service, who
shall be approvedof by his Honour the Governour, or any
otber person he shan be pleased to appoint. I likewise
gi\'e my honour that my business shall be entirely con6ned
to my own private affairs.

In Committee of Safety, December 25th, li7G.

Resolved to permit MI'. Terence "frlcDermott, (0 go to
New- York, upon the terms and for the time mentioned and
proposed in tbe foregoing form of a parole, upon his exe-
cuting and delivering the same to his Honour Governour
Trumbull, in writing.

Attest: B~~NJ. HUNTINGTON, Clerk.

ME~IORANDUM.

If Governour Trumbull shan agree to accept of a gentle-
man in the Continent;il service, of Mr. McDurmott's rank,
Mr. McDu.rmott will use his influence to have one of egual
rank set at liberty. Young Mr. Wylliss, he flatters him-
self, he win obtain liberty for. If this cannot be effected,
Mr. Durmott win give any security the Governour pleases
to ask, that he will return in less than thirty-one days, and
will, during that term, consider himself bound in honour by
his parole, which shall be faithfully kept by him.

l\h. Babbage, Captain lIays, Lieutenants Feltham and
Richardson, and sundry others, have obtained liberty, some
of them to go home, and others into General Howe's camp
for a certain time, on private business.
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STEPHEN HOPKINS TO JAlI>IES BOWDOIN.

Providence, December 25, 1776.

lioNOURABLE GENTL~MEN: We, the Committees ap-
pointPd by tbe States of tbe Massachusetts-Bay, Connecti-
cut, New-Hampshire, and Rhode-Island, to consider of the
measures to be taken at this critical conjuncture for the com-
mon defence, and now convened at Providence, are of
opinion that the en.emy, having with a large body of land
forces and a great number of ships-of-war and transports,
taken possession of the Is]and of Rhode-Island and the
Narragansett-Bay, will penetrate the country, unless a suf-
ficient force be kept up to repel them; that Iheir taking
possession of tbis town wil1 be attended witb the most per-
nicious consequences to New-England, and, of course, to
all the United States; and that for tbe immediate defence
and secUl'ity of New-England, it is necessary that the forces
from your State under the command of Major-General Lin-
coln, ordered to march, 01' who may be marching, thi'ough
this town, be retained here until a proper representation of
the matter be made to Congress, and they give orders therein,
or unless some further movements of the enemy shaH make
it necessary to march them elsewhere. Weare fully con-
vinced that the Militia, called suddenly upon an alarm, and
quite impatient of fatigue and discipline, will prove ineffectual
to oppose so large a body of the enemy; and as we bave
information tbat tbe enemy bave taken on board their trans-
ports a quantity of hay and straw, and embarked a consid-
erable number of troops, we are induced the more strongly
to recommend the measure.

We submit this representation, and desire you would give
orders to General Lincoln, who hath been appointed by the
State of Rhode-Island to the command of a1l the forces in
it, to contlllue his troops here until further orders from you,
Ot~if it shall be necessary, to march them elsewhere.

Weare, very respectfuHy, honourable gentlemen, your
most obedient and humble servants.

Signed in behalf of the Committee, by
STEPHEN HOPKINS, President.

To the Hon. James-Bowdoin, President of the Council' of
the .Massachusetts-Bay.

MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR TO JOHN WATSON.

War Office, Boston, December 25th, 1776.

SIR: The Board of War for this State having occasion
for two hundred hogsheads of tobacco; and being recom-
mended to you by Mr. Simeon Eliot, tobacconist of this
town, as a gentleman that could supply us with that quantity
at tbirty shillings per hundred weight, to be delivered here
free of charge, desire you would as soon as possible let us
hear from you, advising whether you can supply us at the
same. If the proposal is agreeable to you, will immediately
send the same to Boston by teams, and your draft on the
Board for the pay of the same, as soon as the tobacco is
delivered, shall be duly honoured.

By order of the Board: J UT P .
d. HARREN, resz ent.

MI'. John 1Fatson.

,COLONEL WHITE'S STATEMENT OF AFFAIRS IN AMERICA.

London, February 25, 1777.

Yesterday Lieutenant-Colonel White, Aid-de-Camp to
General Howe, arrived at Lord George Germain's office,
from America, with the following intelligence: That about
Christmas last, General TYashington, at the head of a large
body of Provincials, attacked the left wing of the Kinrr's
forces near Trentown, in New-Jersey, consisting of seve;al
brigades of Hessians. The night preceding the grand affair,
they drove in our advanced posts, and the next morninrr
began their attack very briskly about six o'clock, when, afte~
a smart engagement, the He.~sians, who were unfortunately
detached, were routed, seven hundred of whom were taken
prisoners, and their Colonel, Beyne, killed. The Forty-Ninth
and Seventeenth Regiments of British were ordered to ad-
vance to bring off Dunhoff's corps, which they effected, but
with great Joss. The left of our Army is now at Princess-
Town, in the midway between New- York and PMladel-

phia, and about twenty miles from Trentown. He further
adds, that General Lee was made prisoner by Colonel Har-
court, who had marched neat. forty miles from the Army

with his party of forty Light-Dragoons, who surrounded the
head-quarters of the Uebel Genera], about three miles from
the Provincial Army, which was guarded by near fifty men;
that on hearing the firing, General Lee ran to the door, with
two French officers, one of whom was shot dead by his side;
that being thus taken by surprise, he was put upon a horse,
and galloped off with in despite of all his overtures Cc)ra
parley; that Lee, when he was brought in, demanded to be
received under the proclamation; but on being refused the
benefit thereof, and told that he would be tried as a deserter,
he flew into the most unbounded rage, and exclaimed against
the repeated acts of false faith and treachery which had re-
duced him to his present situation. He is now a close pris-
oner at Brun.~w1'ck.

Colonel White further says, that the Contrress had re-
moved from Philadelphia, on the approach ofG~neral Howe,
to Lancaster, about forty-five miles distant from their late
place; that it was now rendered very contemptible by the
divisions that had long agitated it, and the revolt of several.
of its principal members, particularly the family of the
Alleynes, who had all quitted their seats in this Con(Tres-
sional Senate, come in to (;overnment, and taken tbe b;nefit
of the proclamation; that Genera] Washington continues to
occupy the heights, with a reduced and n1utinous force of
about ten thousand men; for that the time being up of the
principal part of the Rebel Army, they were quitting the
service, and retul'lling home in a state the most wretched and
discontented, &c.

OBSERVATIONS ON THE ACTION AT TRENTON; WRITTEN BE-

FORE THE AlIfERICAN ACCOUNT OF IT ARRIVED IN ENG-

LAND.
London, February, 1777.

As the capture of the Hessians and the manceuvres against
the British took place after the surprise of General Lee, we
find that Lee is not the only efficient officer in the.America11
service. We find also, that the mere running through a
Province is not the subduing of it. It is a bad rule to think
the fate of America decided by the transient possession of
open villages and hamlets; and those who adopt this rule,
are in danger of the poet's satire:

While their weak heads, like towns unfortified,
Twixt sense and nonsense daily change their side.

General Howe has lately been obliged to relinquish West-
Jersey and White-Plains, quite up to King's Bridge; and
who knows that the taking even of Philadelphia may'nt be
more lasting. Charles the Third twice entered Madrid,
and was twice forced to retreat from thence: Charles, how-
ever, was always King of Spain-in the neighQourhood of
his Army.

It is likewise a bad rule to call ourselves prosperous in
proportion as we penetrate the country; for our danger in-
creases in proportion to our distance from the fleet, and our
dispersion. Perhaps the small scale of our maps deceives
us; and as the word America takes up no more room than
the word Yorkshire, we seem to think the territories they
represent much of the same bigness: though Charles-Town is
as far fi'om Boston, as London is from Venice. Braddock
might tell the difficulties of this loose, rugged country, were
he living. Amherst may still do it. Yet these officers
found a willing people to help them; and General Howe
finds nothing willing.

'Veil may the Brothers be at a loss for the next campaign,
when there is no ruling fortress to direct them, the attack
and possession of which would give them command over
the country. .We have undertaken a war against farmers
and farm-houses, scattered through a wild waste of conti-
nent, and shall soon be mortified at hearing our General
obliged to garrison woods, and scale rocks and mountains, to
wait for boats and pontoons at rivers, anp to have many of
his convoys and escorts as large as armies. These, and a
thousand such difficulties, will rise upon us in the nex t stage
of the war. I say next stage, because we have hitlwrto
spent one campaign and some millions, in losing one landing
place at Boston; and at the charge of seven millions and a
second campaign, we have replaced it with two other land-
ing places (or sally-ports) at Rhode-Island and New-York.
.Men with military ideas must allow that the war itself hut
opens in the ensuing campaign. But I believe the English
nation won't always rest contented, if our success is to meet
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with a full stop, whenever" the Rebels throw themselves
into strong holds," and" a strong country;" particularly
should the major parlof the country prove cast into the same
mould.

The success of a war of parties mllst necessarily be vari-
ous, were it only from the accidental difference of numbers
in those parties. The advantages in these actions, fi)r some
years to come, will probably be in ollr favour; but we shall
at last certainly teach them how to beat us. J \\'~}Uldin the
mean time recommend it La each side to be calm and mode-
rate; fOl'often one side has for a month or two, perhaps,
b,een revelling in the triumph of victory, a defeat may come
and damp their spirits for the following month: like the
vibrating of a balance, which at last, however, must settle
with the heavier weight. All the events that have yet
taken place in America, are trivial and bloodless, compared
with what we may hereafter expect from thence. Horrour
runs through me, when J think of the prospect.

As we seem pleasant and well satisfied, at the idea of
largely augmenting our forces in America, I must tell YOllr
readers, (what they don't all of them know,) that an army
generally loses one fourth of its whole numbers every cam-
paign, from sJaughter, sickness, and so forth. * Notwith-
standing the seeming inactivity of our Army last year, it bas
shrunk away so fa3t, and is so incomplete, that by the time
the transports arrive in ]}Iay. these reinforcements will turn
out to be only recruits, and this must be done over again
every year. But recruiting in Germany will perhaps soon
go on heavily; and so I think it ought, if we mLlst pay them
not only for all we inlist, but for all we lose.

The Brothers, as J understand, have sent for more assist-
ance, a great part of which they must be refused. Tbe re-
quest, I think, is a signal of their fears, and intimates that
they mean to tbrow the blame of ill success from themselves
upon the Ministry, to whom it certainly belongs. They
speak truly, however; they must have a much larger force
to do any thing effectua1.

I am entirely of opinion with Voltaire, that every great
conqueror must be a great politician. Something more is
required than the mere mechanical business of fighting, in
composing revolts, and bringing back things to tbeir former
order, fi)r any length of time. When General Howe talks
so peevishly of the burning of New- York and the murder
of Captain Philips, he throws aside all memory of the burn-
ing of Falmouth and other towns, and of the conduct of the
llessians, who, like other mercenaries, can't be kept attached
without much license and plunder. He ought to have
known that New- York was evacuated by order of Congress,
to prevent its being burnt, and that nothing is more common
in war than the resentment of the peasantry. When he
says, however, with respect to the fate of this unfortunate
youth, that" the enemy seem from several late instances to
have adopted this mode of war," he confesses that the fact,
supposing his idea of it well founded, is both new and un-
frequent. But I never indulge in personalities. The char-
acters of the Brothers were once respectable, and I could
willingly have praised them; but I shall leave the spoiling
of those characters to themselves.

I am, sir, yours, &c.,
,

'"
See Pringle, Jrlonlecucu'li, &c., &c.

A. B.

PROCLAJ\IATION BY THE GOVERNOUR OF VIRGINIA.

By his Excellency PATRICK HENRY, Jun., Esq., Governour
or Chief Magistrate of the Commonwealth of Virginia:

A Proclamation.

Whereas the present critical situation of American affairs
renders nec;essary the utmost exertion of every sister State,
to put a speedy end to the cruel ravages of a haughty and
inveterate enemy, and secure our invaluable rights: I have
therefore thought proper, by and with tbe advice of the
Privy Council, to issue this my Proclamation, hereby most
earnestly exhorting and requiring the se\-eral County Lieu-
tenants, and other officers of the Militia wjthin this Com-
monwealtb, and all other subjects of the sallJe, forthwith to
use their utmost endeavours to associate so many Compa-
nies of Volunteers as may be willing to encrarre in the
defence of this State, or march to the assist:n;e of any
other, should the exigency of things demand it, and, with-
out loss of time, to inform me of their success in tbis busi-
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ness. Each Company must consist of sixty-eight men
rank and file, under one Captain, two Lieutenants, and an
Ensign, to be chosen by the Company. It will be neces-
sary that the men should furnish themsd yes with the best
guns and other arms which can be procured, also powder-
horns, cartouch-boxes or pouches, and blankets.

And J do hereby promise, that all such persons as shall
engage in this service shall receive the pay and rations
provided by this State for their regular troops; abo kwage
Jor such horses as they, or any of them, may find for the
expeditious marching of the troops, and forwarding tbe
same; and that such volunteers shall not be obliged to
serve longer tban the particuJar exigence that called them
forth continues, or their place can be supplied by regular
troops.

Given under my hand, this 26th day ofDecember,in the
first year of the Commonwealth, and in the year of our
Lord 1776. P . H JATRICK ENRY, un.

JAMES LLOYD CHAMBERLAIN!': TO DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS
JENIFER.
Talbot County, December 26th, 1776.

Sm: A sincere desire to render my country every service
in my power, induced me to accept tbe enclosed commis-
sion; but finding myself disappointed, that many of us
rather disposed to quarrel with his neigbbour than face the
enemy, that a general discontent prevails, and unwilling-
ness in the people to do any duty or even attend musters,
and a disregard to any sort of order, several battalions with-
out field officers, and others absolutely refusing to obey the
commands of those appointed over them, has determined

me to resign that commission with which I was honoured
by the Convention; and wish he that succeeds me may
give general satisfaction.

I am, with the greatest respect, sir, your obedient, hum-
ble servant J L C' AS. LOYD HAMBERLAINE.

To the Hon'ble the President of the Council of Safety, in
Annapolis.

DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER TO COLONEL PLATER.

. Stepney, December 26th, 1776,

DEAR Sm: Enclosed you have a letter from the Presi-
dent of the Board of War, and the proposed answer to it
from our Board, which, if approved by you, 1. JL Tltomas
may be sent on to Colonel Hale for his assent, in order to

save time.
With my compliments to Mrs. Plater, I am your obedi-

ent servant,
DAN'L OF ST. THOS. J ENIFER.

To the Hon'bJe Colonel Plater.

P. S. I have kept a copy of the letter to Mr. H., and
will bring it to town with me. It will save time; and the
post be permitted to proceed without calling upon one of
our clerks.

MEMORIAL.

To tlte Honourable Mr. HANCOCK,President of the Con-
tinental Congress:

HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN: I am conscious of no crime.
I see nothing in the whole career of my life that can appear
inconsistent with tbe nicest principles of probity and military
honour. I should be sorry that this supplication should be
understood as the insinuations of an injured officer, rather
than the humble effusions of a soul which has always been
a stranger to inaction. Yes, honourable gentlemen, there
is nothing which my heart aspires to more than to demon-

strate the purity of my sentiments, in that grand field of
glory which this alarming crisis opens to our view. If,
therefore, the honourable members of Congress be pleased
to grant me the honour of finishing this campaign with my
regiment, I solemnly pledge my honour, in the presence of
God and the Congress, that J will appear at my trial when
required.

I am, with the most profound respect, most honourable
gentlemen, your most humb]e and obedient servant,

l'th:;YNIERE,

Officer of the American service.
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ROBERT MORRIS TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

December 26th, 1776.

SIR: I have just rccei,'ed by the return of Pluckrose, the
express, your f.'1Vourof the ~3d, and am very happy to find
my conduct merits the approbation of Congress. They
may depend on my utmost exertions to promote the pub-
lick good on e\'ery occasion that offers; and it is with sin-
gular pleasure I communicate any thing that wiH give you
satisfaction, as 1 know what follows mnst.

Captain Charles Alexander, whom I sent up to Colonel
Cadwalader for a few tradesmen, necessary to finish his
sloop, says that whilst he was with the Colonel, a note
came in fi'om Trentown, giving an account tbat General
Washington is now master of that place; that he had sent
down to the ferry three hundred prisoners j had taken aH
the enemy's baggage and stores at that place; that the
action had been pretty hot, for an honr or an hour and a
half; that the British then ruo away towards Bordenton,
and onr people after them. This account is just confirmed
by a letter from Mr. Barclay to Mr. ]}Iease, who says Mr.
Tilghman had come down to the ferry and gave him the
account. This manceuvre of the General had been deter-
mined on some days ago, but he kept it secret as the nature
of the service would admit. Colonel Cadwa}ader and Gen-
eral Ewing had orders to cross the river from their respect-
ive posts at the same time the General crossed from his,
but the ice driving down from the .falls impeded, and indeed
prevented them from effecting this business. Colonel Cad-
walader got over one thousand men near Burlington; but
could not land his artillery on account of the ice, and this
day being such extreme bad weather, be was compelled to
bring them back; but on receiving the advice from Tren-
ton, he determined to go again. I am confident he will be
over this night; and I do suppose General Ewing will not
remain of this side; so that, if General Washington does but
follow up the blow and pllt'3Uethem downwards, I think tbis
will prove a mortal stroke to the enemy's intended expedi-
tior! against this city.

Colonel Gr{ffin is returned from his expedition, after a
little skirmishing, as the enemy brought too powerful a body
against him; however, about four hundred Jersey Militia re-
main at .'tlount-HoZZy, and I think General Putnam should
reinforce them, as here are lately come in a considerable
number of 1\'1ilitia. Indeed, 1 believe he has sent over a
reinforcement, but to-morrow morning I will speak to him
on this subject, as it is now too late at night.

Mr. Sherman arrived here yesterday. I have not seen,
but am told, he brings an account that General Heath bas
crossed the lVorth River, retaken Fort Lee and Hacken-
sack, with all the baggage and stores at those places, and
one hundred and thirty prisoners; and that he was employing
wagons to remove the stores into places of greater safety.
And /i'om another quarter I am told General Washinrrton,
previous to his attack on Trentown, had given General Heath
suitable orders. .

You wiH observe I am not perfectly master of General
Washington's plan. But it appears to me that be has
directed General [Ieath to continue his march in the
enemy's rear. Those tbat are between Hackensack and
Trentown will be drawn off fmm General Washington, and
leave him to pursue tbe flying heroes towards Burlington,
where I expect Colonel Cadwalader will cut ofr the commu-
nication between them and about two thou~and Hessians and
Highlanders, that came to Moore's Town against Griffin.
If this is the plan, I tbink it well laid; and if the General is
properly supported in the execution, why shall we not put
a glorious end to the campaign of 1776? It must, I had
like to say it sball be so,

Captain Robinson, of the Andrew Doria, tells me just
now that he hears his prize-sloop is got up to the chevaux-
de-frise; and as this is the first of King George's own
vessels tbat we have taken, I should be glad the Congress
would order her into their service, and give the command
of her to Lieutenant Dunn, of the Andrew Doria, who has
been in the service from the first, and is said to be an
officer of merit. Should General 'Washington follow up
his blow, we may get time to fit out all the vessels; but
if Howe comes here, we cannot do it for want of trades-
men.

The letter for General TfTashington, from Congress, shall
be sent to him in the morning by Major Pt'erce, aud a copy

of the resolves you enclosed. I suppose there is a ropy in
the letter to him, but as you do not mention it I think it best
to send them.

I am happy to find the attention Congress have paid to
General Lee, and flatter myself tbey will be well pleased to
learn that I had wrote a letter to him, pnclosing a bill drawn
by two officers of the Royal Highland Emigrants, on Major
Small, for one hundred and sixteen pounds sterling, that had
been supp\jed them by my friends in Carolina, where they
are prisoners. Tbis Jetter I sent open to General Wash-
ington, who promised to send it in with a flag; and in that
letter I told Genera! Lee I hoped he would be permitted to
write me wben he wanted more money, and he might de-
pend on receiving it. Notwithstanding the supply I sent in,
I shaH desire General Washington to send a flag to know
if gold will be admitted, and I will make a point to collect
it.

Mr. fValton is now here. We have sent for Mr. Clymer,
and to-morrow we shall enter on business as Committee
men; and if our best endeavours to serve the publick can
secure the approbation of Congress, we s.hallhave it.

The enclosed letter from tht:: General to your Honour
being directed to you here, I judged it best to open it. I
shall keep the contents to myself, as I shall of all letters of
that kind; but [ mentioned to the General what he deemed
good news from France, and it had a good effect.

I am, most truly, sir, your most humble servant,
ROBT. MORRIS.

ROBERT MORRIS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Phi]adelphia, December 26,1776.

DEAR SIR: I have just received yours of yesterday, and
will duly attend to those things you recommend to my con-
sideration. At present, I have to enclose you a letter from
Congress, which I suppose contains their resolves of the
20th instant; but as the President does not say in his Jetter
to me that they are enclosed to you, and as it is necessary
you shou]d haye them, I talw the liberty to send herewith a
copy of them.

I am well pleased to 5ee the attention they pay to Gen-
eral Lee, and I shall make a point to collect and send your
Excellency soon as possible the one hundred half-johannes
they order.

You'll observe Mr. Clymer, Mr. Walton, and myself, are
appointed a Committee to transact the. Continental business
here that may be necessary and proper, and I apprehend it
will frequently be necessary that we should know the sub-
stance of your correspondence with Congress. Your letters
to the President, if sent open, under our cover, shall always
meet despatch, and their contents kept sccret. And when
you think it. improper we should see them before the Con-
gress, seal tllem, and they shall go forward untouched; and
if you don't approve of submitting them to 60r inspection at
all, write us freely, and your wishes in that respect shall be
complied with. .

We have just heard of your successat Trenton. The
account is but imperfect, but we learn you are master of that
place and of all the baggage and stores our enemies had
there, and of three hundred prisoners, and that your troops
were still in pursuit of the flying enemy. I have just wrote
to Congress, and told them this much, as the substance of
our account just come down; and I told them further, I had
been informed that you had executed in this matter your
part of a well-concerted plan; that General Heath, at lIack-
ensack, had orders from you, and that General Ewing and
Co]onel Cadwalader also had orders to cross Delaware at
the same time you did, but had been prevented by driving
ice. Good news sets all the animal spirits to work; the
imagination is heated, and I could not hel p adding, that I
expected General Heath was to continue his march towards
Brunswick, which would draw the attention of any troops
posted there and at Prince- Town, whilst you would pursue
the flying heroes to Bordentonand Burlington, where Ewing
and Cadwaladf!rwould stop them, and cut off their commu-
nication with the two thousand Hessians and IligltZanders
that came after Gr{ffin; nay, I almost promised them that
yon should, by following up this first blow, finish the cam-
paign of 1776 with that eclat that your numerous friends
and admirers have long wished for.

I congratulate you most heartily on what is done, and am,
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v.:i1h perfect esteem, dear sir, your Excellency's most obe-
dIent servant, R 1\"OBT. fORRIS.

To his ExceJlency George T1'ashington,Esq., General and
Commander-in-Chief, &c.

COLONEL CADW AI.ADER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Bristol, 26th December, 1776.

SIR: The river was so full of ice that it was impossible
to pass above l)risto l, where I intended, and therefore con-
cluded to makH an attempt at Dunks's Perry. As soon as
it was dark, I sent down all the boats I could muster, and
marched down about eight o'clock. I embC\rked a few men
to line tbe river, and prevent any person escaping to give
intelligence to the enemy; and these were folJowed by a
part of the First Battalion of Militia; then two field-pieces,
with which I went over to see if it was practicable to land
them, and, upon examination, found it was impossible, the
ice being very thick. Upon reporting this to the field-ofIicers,
they were aJl of opinion that it wouJd not be proper to pro-
ceed without canno~. During this time tbe Third Battalion
was landed. We concluded to witbdraw the troops that had
passed, but could not effect it tiJl near four o'clock this morn-
ing. The whole then were ordered to march for Bristol.
I imagine the badness of the night must have prevented you
from passing- as you intended. Our men turned out cheer-
fully. We had about eighteen hundred rank and file, in-
cluding artillery. It will be impossibJe for the enem)' to
pass the river tiJl the ice will bear.

Would it not be proper to attempt to cross below and
join General Putnam, who was to go over fi'ol1lPhiladelphia
to-day with fi\'e hundred men, which' number, added to the
four hundred Jersey Militia which Colonel Grijfin left there,
would make a formidable body? This would cause a diver-
sion that would fa rour any attempt )'OUmay design ill future,

and would expose their baggage and stores if they attempted
to cross. It is impossible in our present situation to coop-
erate with General Putnam. The Militia will be easier
kept together by being in motion, and we shall have some
service from Coioneillitchcock's brigade, whose time of
inlistment will be up in a few days. We have procured a
considerable number of shoes, stockings, and breeches, for
them. Tbey are in good spirits, and inlist very fast.

I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient, humble
servant,

JOHN CADWALADER.

To his Excellenc)' General Washingtpn.

unburied. What numbers of my countrymen have died by
cold and hunger, perished for want of the common necessa-
ries of life! I have seen it. This, sir, is the boasted Brit-
ish clemency! I myself had well-nigh perished under it.
The New-England people can have no idea of such bar-
barous policy. Nothing can stop such treatment but retal-
iation. I ever despised private revenge, but that of the
publick must be in this case just and necessary. It is due
to the manes of OUt'murdered countrymen; and that alone
can protect tbe survivors in the like situation. Rather than
experience again their barbarity and insults, may I fall. by
the sword of the lIessians.

I am, &c.

GENERAL HEATH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Peek's Kill, December 26th, 1776.

DEAR GJ:NERAr.: YestPrday General Wadsworth's bri-
gade went home, leaving the stores without a guard until I
sent one down.

The Militia of this State are coming in. None have as
)'et arrived from the eastward. Brigadier-General Warner
was at Danbury the last night, with four companies only j
more are hourly expected. General Lincoln is on tbe road.
I have sent your Excellency's letter b)' express to m~et
him.

.

I have received per Colonel S/reldon, one hundred and
fifty-six thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars, and
shall apply them to the purposes directed by your Excel-
lenc)'.

The case of the regiments of General Lee and Sllllivan's
divisions, which are divided, partly at your ExcellencJ"s
camp and partl)' here, will be very difIicult. The naked,
convalescents, and sick, were left here. They constitute
tbe greater part of the regiments, and cannot get home with
out their wages, being destitute of money; and unless the
CoJonels who are with your Excellency, send the men's
wages to them, they will suffer. Colonel Read and Colonel
Little are here, with sllch of theil' regiments' as were left
behind. I shall endeavour to secure all the arms, accou-
trements, ammunition, &c., which are in the hands of the
troops belonging to the States, before they leave the camp,
if possible.

.

I find by your Excellency's orders of the ~] st of January
last, that such recruits as should find" tbeir own arms, pro-
vided they were good, should be allowed one dollar for the
use of them." I should be glad to be informed if there was
another order that such as had arms found them should pay
the like sum for the use of them. Such an order I tbolllJht
there was, but cannot find it as yet, and therefore requ~st
a determination from your Excellency j until which I shall
delay the payment of the December abstracts.

The state of the regiment of Artiller)', a corps most essen-
tial to an army, is such that I cannot omit making mention
of it to your Excellency. Many of those \vho a.re here
would have inlisted, but no attempts have been made to-
wards it. They will all go home in a few days, and we
shall not have men to discharge a cannon, unless I can
prevail upon some of them to continue until I hear from
your Excellency.

The Convention of this State, for about a fortnight, have
been meditating a secret expedition. It is still a profound
secret, but talked of every where. This, 01' some other
intention of the enemy, has induced tbem, as I
am just informed, to send a brigade of Hessians up to King's
Bridge.

The moment I am able I shall pay attention to West-
Chester Cou~lty. I have ordered a regiment down to-mor-
row, and hope, ere long, not only to curb the disaffected
and pick up some of the enemy, but also avail myself of
quantities of forage from that quarter.

It is reported here that your Excellency has lately given
orders respecting snch plunder as may b~ taken from the
enemy, or those who take up arms against us. If any new
orders have been given in tbis respect, I shou]d beg to be
acquainted with them.

EXTRACTOF A LETTER FROMA PRrsoNER IN NEW-YORKTO As soon as the tents, arms, tools, &c., are collected and
A GENTLE)IAN IN N~W-I.Q;'moN, CONNECTICUT,DATED stored, a return of all the stores shall .be made to your
26TH DECEI\IBER,17/6. Excellency.
The distress of the prisoners cannot be communicated by I should be glad to know if your Excellenc)' would ha\'e

words. Twenty or thirty die every day. They lie in heaps the artificers again engaged, or any part of them, and

*

COLONEL CADWALADER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Bristol, 26th December, l776-nine o'clock.

SIR: Weare now perfectly prepared, and would cross
immediately, but the troops lost their rest last night. We
have rietermined to pass over to the neck of land a little
above Bristol, at six o'cJock in the morning, proceed to
Rllssel, down the Square, and from thence to Bordentoll. I
imagine if a part of your Army was to take possession of
the other side of Crosswix Bridge, which is a pass easil)'
defended, and the main bod)' march round by Crosswix, we
might perfectly surround tbe troops at Bordenton, so as to
prevent one man from escaping. There are about two hun-
dred men posted at White Hill, which post may be easily
seized, and will be a commanding one for us. If possible, I
shouJd be gJad to hear from you before we set off.

General Putnam was to cross at Philadelphia to-day, if
the weather permitted, with one thousand men. Three bun-
dred went over yesterday, and five hundred Jersey Militia
are now there, as Colonel Griifin informs me to-day. These
corps compose a formidable force. The plan would be more
complete if General Putnam \Vasone day's mareh advanced.

I am, sir, with great respect, your most humble servant,
JOHN CADWALADER.
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whether in a distinct corps, or taken fi'om the regiments, as
has been practised heretofore. .

I have the honour to be, most respectfully, your Excel-
lency's most humble servant, TIT

Hn . EATH.
His Excellency General Washington.

JOSEPH TRUMBULL TO GOVERN OUR TRUMBULL.

PeekskiJI,26th December, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: I came to tbis placp. this day, and by
Sunday shall jeave it, on my way throuo-h Crum-Pond,
North-Castle, Horse-Neck, &c., for Har{f;rd, where I ex-
pe~t to spend most part of the winter, in preparing and
laYing my accounts before auditors. We have nothing new.
1 am ill good health excppt a bad cold.

I am, honoured sir, your dutiful son,
J os. TRUJlIBULL.

Governour Trumbull.

GENERAL HEATH TO COLONEL THOMAS.

Peekskill, December 26th, 1776,

SIR : You are immediately to march the regiment under
your command to North- Castle. You will there protect
the teamsters who will be sent down to that place to re-
move a number of sleds, &c. When that is done, you
will post your regiment in such manner as to give protection
to the well-affected, to curb the disaffected, and prevent
any light parties of the enemy from ravaging the country.
You will keep a most vigilant look-out, and keep patrolling
parties constantly between your troops and the enemy. You
will give frequent intelligence of any discoveries which you
may make of the enemy, or of allY quantities of forage that
you may discover. You will keep your troops under strict
order and discipline, and prevent abuses. W hen the time
to which your regiment is engaged expires, YOLIwill care-
fully return such arms, accou.trements, and ammunition, as
they may have at any time received from the publick stores.
The Militia of West-Chester County, who have been ordered
by the honourable Convention of the State of New-York
to rendezvous at North- Castle, you will (unless some other
superiour officer should be there) post in such manner as
best to effect the purposes for which you are sent on com-
mand. If you can prevail on your regiment to continue ten
days longer in the service, after the expiration of their pres-
ent inlistment, I think it will promote the service.

I am, sir, your humble servant,
W. HEATH, M. G.

To Colonel Thomas Thomas.

GENERAL HEATH TO COLONEL PALFREY.

Peeks Kill, December 26th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I received your favour of the 17th instant
of Colonel Sheldon, with one hundred and fifty-six thousand
seven hundred and fifty dollars, in Continental bills, for the
payment of the troops, &:c. I am much pleased with your
nomination of Mr. Hazard for your next deputy at this
place. I sent for him the next morning, but found that he was
gone to Philadelphia, where, perhaps, you may have seen
him. I afterward sent to Mr. Glover, who is so much in-
disposed as wholly to decline acting in that capacity. I
have therefore appointed Major Huntington to officiate pro
tempore, until Mr. Hazard returns, when I hope to prevail
upon him to accept tbe trust. I have delivered to Major
Huntington twenty-six thousand seven hundred and fifty
dollars; the remainder is still in my care. There are to be
paid off here five regiments of General Pars.ons's briga'de,
five of General George Clinton's, one of General James
Clinton. General Wadsworth's brigade, and Colone] Read
and Little, who are here with the greater part of their regi-
ments, are soliciting that theirs may be paid here also.
Colonel Read has, however, since sent an officer to you.
Re has doubtless ere this time been with you. One of
the Colonel Douglasses, of the late Connecticut Militia, has
an abstract examined by you, and the warrant wrote but
not signed. He has sent to know if it can be paid here.
If all these should be paid off here, and the recruiting offi-
cers should be successful, we shall ere long want more
money. Colonel Sheldon tells me that he shall want a
large sum as soon as Mr. Ilazard returns. If he refuses,

I will name some other person for your approbation, unless
you will do it yourself. I shall take care that he complies
with your directions. .

I am, dear sir, yours affectionately,

Colonel Palfrey.
. W. HEATH.

PIWCEEDINGS OF A GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL.

Peeks Kills, December 26th, 1776.

At a General Court-Martial held by order of Major-
Genera] llwth, for the trial of all such prisoners as might
be brought before tbem, Colonel Wyllys, President of said
Court.

Lieut. Colonel Cooper, Captain Shippman,
Major Billings, Ca ptain Scott,
Caplain lUills, Captain Platt,
Captain Venton, Captain Stewart,
Captain Teller, Captain Graham,
Captain Barns, Captain Blaine.

Captain Jedadiah Hyde, .Judge Advocate for said Court.
The <;ourt m~t by adjournment of yesterday. The

C?~ut adjourned till Sat1~rday, the 28tb~ at ten o'clock, at
thIs place. .

. Saturday, December the 28th.-The Court .met byad-
Journment. .

.
.Joseph .Niclos, prisoner, being brought before the Court,

b~J[)gcharged \:'ith deser~ion last JJlarch from Captain Per-
kms, of the Tram; he belllg asked whether guilty or lIot, of
the charge, pleads Not guilty.

As no evidences appears in support of the charO'e,the
Court are of opinion that he be released fronl his c~nfine-
men!. .

William Ogden, being brought before the Court upon a
charge of secretly going into the prison room,tbe prisoner
pleads not guilty of the charge.

And no. evide?ces attend-ing. the Court to support the
charge agalllst him, the Court Judge that the prisoner be
released fi'om confinement.

Thomas Joyce being brought before the Court, for fir,ht-
in~, being noisy in disturbing the Court, and takin!T eleoven
dollars for three handkerchiefs, from John Cole, \~hen he
ought to have had but seven and a half dollars tbe prisoner
pleads Not guilty. '

Isaac Robinson, being sworn, declareth and sayeth, that
he saw Thomas Joyce de]i\'er three handkerchiefs to John
Cole, and afterwards that said Joyce took one handkerchief
back, and the deponent delivered the handkerchief to the
above Riell. Tabell swears tbat Thomas Joyce bourrht
one dozen silk handkerchiefs of him, the deponent, :nd
that .John Cole was about purchasing two handkerchiefs
for his comrades, and one for himself, as an encourarrernent
to them to inlist; and that Joyce sold this John Cok three
handkerchiefs for two dollars and a half each but after-
wards this Joyce took one handkerchief back'. Further
says, that one was taken off the neck of the other' that said
CoZe demanded his cbange of Joyce, but refused t~ give any
back, and said that Cole bad had four.

Daniel Horn, being sworn, declares and says, that John
Cole wanted bim to inlist, and promised to give him a silk
handkerchief for him and his messmates, upon which John
Cole bought three handkerchiefs, and delivered the whole
of th~ handkerchiefs ',to the deponent; upon which he took
and tied one round hIs neck, and kept the other two in his
hand; and he also saw CoZe pay him, the said Joyce, eleven
dollars and demanded the change, but Joyce refused to gil'e
any back, and confirms the above evidence in respect to the
taking the handkerchief off his neck. .

The ~OUl"t having taken maturely into consideration the
a~ove e~ldences, adjudge the pri,soner guiJty of the crimes
laId to ]us charge, and sent~nce 111mto receive on the naked
back fifteen lashes, and to refimd the change to John Cole.

SAM'L WVLI.VS, President.
I do approve of the foregoing sentences.

W. HEATH, M Gen'l.

COLONEl, HUMFREY TO MAJOR BIRDS.\LL.

26 December, 1776.

SIR: I have just now received orders for the whole bat-
talion to march 'on Wednesday next,. towards North-Castle,
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there to remain till they may be relieved by new-raised levies;
to be allowed sleighs or wagons to carry their baggage, and
be in full pay. I hope you will prepare to march with tbe
battalion. Your compliance will oblige your most humble
servant,

WILLIA~l HUMFREY.

To Major Benjamin Birdsill.

COLONEL SWARTWOUT TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.
Fort Constitution, December 26tb, 1776.

GENTLE~IEN: I now send by the bearer, Ensign TVeaver,
two yoke of oxen and cart, which were the property of
Mr. Jj'rederick Van Cortland, at Kingsbridge. The oxen
and cart was pressed, in order to carry the baggage of my

\
regiment to the White-Plains from reek.skill: were sent
with medicines to Fishkill, from which place I sent for
them here, to haul down timber to make rafts; and as they
can't be of any farther service here, ha\'e thought best to
have them sent to you, gentlemen, to order with them as
you think fit. You will be good enough to direct the
bearer to whom he must deli~'er the cattle, and the receiver
to give a receipt for them. .

.

I am, gentlemen, with greatest respects, your very hum-
ble servant, JACOBUSSWARTWOUT,Col.

To the Convention of the State of New- York, at Fishkills.

NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GENERAL HEATH.

In Committee of Safety for the State of New-York, ~
Fish Kil1, December 26th, li76. 5

SIR: I this day received your faVOUI'of the 24th instant,
which I laid before the Committee, in answer to your re-
quest, with J'E'gardto the disposition of the prisoners taken
up for plundering inhabitants of this State. I am directed
to transmit you the enclosed resolves, by which you will see
the determinations of the Committee with respect to them.
The Committee confide in your ready compliance with
their request.

I am also directed to inform you tbat the troop of Horse,
which were some time stationed at this place, some time
since returned to Connecticut, with the consent and advice
of the Conventionof this State, on account of the scarcity
of forage.

I am, sir, with respect, your most obedient, humble ser-
vant .,

ABM.TEN BROECK,Presldent.
Major-General Heath.

In Committee of Safety for tbe State of New-York, ~
Fishkill, December 26th, 1776. 5

Resolved, That General Heath be reql!ested to send the
Prisoners now in confinement at Pccks Kill, for thefts and
plundering the inhabitants of this State, under guard to the

Gaol of Dutchess County, at Poukeepsie, there to remain

tiB thence delivered by due course of Jaw; and General
He.ath is _farther requested to cause the names of the said

prisoners to be transmitted to the Committee of Safety or
Convention of this State, tbat a proper mittimus may issue
to commit them.

Extract from the Minutes.
ROBT. BENSON, Secretary.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety of
Connecticut, Middletown, December 26th, ) 776-

Present: His Hono!!r tbe Governour, his Honour tbe
Deputy Governour, Jabez Huntington, William Wmiams,
William Hillhollse, Benjamin Huntington, Esquires.

Sundry Officers were appointed in the Continental ser-
vice, instead of others that refused, as appears by the lists
and arrangements.

BEATING ORDERS TO LU;;DTENANT BURR.

To Lieutenant G EOltGE BURR, greeting:
You being by tbe General Assembly of this State, holden

at Middletown the 18th of December instant, appointed
Ensign of a company, to consist of twenty men, including
one s.ergeant, to be stationed at Fairfield, and to continue

in service one year from tbe 6r3t day of January next, unless
sooner discharged, you are tberefore bereby autborized and
directed, forthwith to inlist and caliSe to be inJisted such
company of able-bodied, effective men, who shall have and
receive as an encouragement and reward, viz: Each nOIl-
commission officer and soldier finding himself a good b]ank-
et, twel ve shiBings,and for finding a good fire-arm, bayonet,
cartouch-box, and accoutrements, and the acceptance of his
chief officer, ten shillings, as a premium; and sixpence per
diem for biBeting from their inlisting until they shall he sup-
plied by the publick, and one month's pay advanced; and
shall have the following pay and wages, viz: Lieutenant,
five pounds eight shillings; Sergeant, forty-eight shillings;
and Privates, forty shillings, per calendar month; and are
carefuBy and diligently to attend the duty of tbeir offices
and places, and may be caBed off on any special emergency
for the relief of any places on the' sea-coast of this State
when attacked or in danger.

And considering the necessity of eVf~ryexertion for de-
fence against the invasion and ravages of our enemies, and
tbe great demand for soldiers in more distant services, and
for many other reasons, it cannot be doubted but you will
be able immediately to fill up your said company.

Given under my hand, at Middletown, the :l6th day of
December, A. D. 1776. J . TONTH. RUMBULL.

PAROLE OF STEPHIi;N DE LANCEY.

Whereas I, the subscriber, of the city of Albqny, and
Province of New- York, have for some time past resided at
Hartford, in the State of Connecticut, being apprehended
and sent thither by the General Committee of the Count)' ,

of Albany, as a person suspected of disaffection to the United
States of America; and whereas upon my application to his
Honour Jonathan Trumbull,,Esq., Governourof said State
of Connecticut, hath permitted me (p return to my family in
the Province of New- York, and reside there tiB otherwise
ordered: I do hereby pJedge my faith and wor~d of honour
to said Governour Trumbull,that I will neither bear arms,
nor excite or encoll'rage others to bear arms, against this or
any of tbe United States of America, and that I will not
do or say any thing in prejudiceof the interest or t)leasure~
of this or any of the said United States of America, and that
I will give no intelligence to the enemies of sairJ States of
any of the counsels, operations of war, or other the transac-
tionsof this or any of said States,and that I wiJIreturn to
any place in this State when required by bis Honour Gov-
ernOllr Trumbull, the General Assembly of Connecticut, or
his Excellency the General of tbe Armies of said United
States for the time being.

'In witness whereof, I have herennto set my hand, this
26th December, 1776. S ' D ITEP N E ~ANCEY.

Boston, December 26,1776.

A?nongst the worthies who have joined, or put themselves
under the protection of, Howe and company, at Trenton, we
find the names of the following noted' personages,viz:

Jamcs Galloway, Esq., late a m~mber of the Congress,
Speaker of the Pennsylvania Senate, and printer of a pub-
lick newspaper in Philadelphia.

John Allen, Esq., (son of the celebrated rhetorical, im-
partial, learned judge, whose memory will outlast the five
mile stone,) late a member of the Philadelphia Committee
of Observation, Inspection, &c.

Andrew Allen, Esq., (brother to Jack,) late a member
of Congl'ess, one of the Pennsylvania Committee of Safety,
and, at the same time, a sworn advocate forGeorge III., of
Britain, and his creatUres.

William Allen, Esq., (brother to Andrew,) late a Lieu-
tenant-Colonel in the Continental service, which station he
resigned-not because he was totally unfit for it, but because
the Continental Congress presumed to declare the American
States free and independent, without first asking the consent
and obtaining the approbation of himself and wise family.

COLONEL GILMAN TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE ~SSEMBLY.
Pembroke, 26 December, 1776.

HONOURED GENTLEMEN: I acquainted Doctor Green of
his appointment a3 Surgeon to my regiment. His answer I
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enclose. As the House holds the appointment of a Surgeon
sacred to themselves, I would not, neither do I desire, to
take the prerogati\'e to myselC oCappointing one. Mr. Bart-
lett waits on your Honours for that purpose. Should be
glad he may be despatched as soon as possible. I should be
glad iC the ad\'ance pay and travelling money for my Adju-
tant and Surgeon, iCone is appointed, may be sent by lVIr.
Bartlet. I should have set out this day CorNew- York, but
am pretty sure the snow has hindered the march oC the men
for some days, but am in hopes tbey are generally on their
march by this time. .

[ am, with respect, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
D. GILLMAN.

To the honourable Council and House oCRepresentatives of
New- IIampshire.

JA~IES LYON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Machias, December 26th, 1176.

HONOURABLEGENTLEMEN: Although obscure and un-
known, I beg leave, with filia] respect and confidence, La
approach the supreme power oCNorth-America, to which I
esteem it a peculiar' honour and happiness to be subject, on
a publick errand, the importance of which must be ascer-
tained by your better judgment.

Y Olll' Honours may easily recollect that Captain Jona-
than Eddy, oCCumberland County, in Nova-Scotia, has
twice waited upon Congress, requesting a sma]] army to be
employed subduing that Province. Your Honours best
know what encouragement he received. The same gentle-
man asked the salUe Cavour of the Court oC this State; and,
as he inCormed us, the Court were pleased, to grant him a
small quantity oCprm'ision and po}Vder, and orders to raise
as many men in this eastern part of the Slate as he should
see fit. Accordingly, relying much upon the readiness oC
the inhabitants oCNOl'a-8cotia to favour his bold enterprise,
he collected, if I mistake not, about thirty men; and with
this formidable army he embarked in boats at this place in
order to subdue a Province. His army grew, however, at
every settlement he passed through on his way. When he
arrived at Sheapody he smprised and took a small party of
the enemy, who were posted there. When he reached
Cumberland, the inhabitants joined him in general, and in a
few days after, a sloop arrived with provisions, &c., for the
fort, which they bravely took possession of, after the enemy
had taken out a small proportion of the stores. With this
sloop they also took the Chaplain of the Cart, Mr. Eagleson,
the Surgeon, Captain Barron, and near fifty men, which are
sent to Boston. Upon our re~eiving this inteJligence of their
success, and being requested to send them aJi the assistance
in our power, Corty-nine of us immediately set out in boats,
as a reinCorcement, on the evening of the 9th instant. The
first boat ani"ed at Sheapody, under the command oCLieu-
tenant David Prescott, and who surprised and took four oC
the enemy at the house of one Deck, who, together with
Mrs. Deck, informed him that a man-oC-war and two armed
brigs and two transports, had arrived at Cumberlalld, the 26th
ultimo; and on the 29th the enemy sallied out of the Cort,
and Grove our people entirely off. We lost one man, an
inhabitant of Cttmberland, and one Indian, a Mickmack.
The loss on the other side unknown. That Captain Eddy
and his party were on their march to this place, by way of
JJlaugerville, on St. John's river. That the enemy burnt
up almost all the stores our people had coJlected; burnt
many oC the houses and barns oCour friends, and driven men,
women, and children, almost naked into tl18 woods. That
Colonel Gorham had issued a proclamation, inviting the in-
habitants to come in, and promising protection to the persons
and property oC those who would lay down their arms, till
the King's pleasure should be known; and that many had
actuaJly complied. This unexpected news put a stop to
our uncomCortable voyage, and obliged us to return. And
wlwn we had returned as far as St. John's, we met with
Captain SamuellIodgers, who was with Captain Eddy, and
he confirms the above account.

I mention these things thus minutely, that the honourable
Congress ~nay know the exact state of that unhappy Prov-
ince. It is more than probable that the wretched inhabit-
ants will now be obliged to take up arms against. us. Were
I permitted to give my opinion respecting Nova-Scotia, I
should say that it ought immediately to be subdued by a

force sufficient to hold it when taken, and that these troops
be in]isted during the war. I believe tbat five or six thou-
sand would be sufficient, and that St. John's river should
be strongly Cortified in the first place, to Sf'cure a retreat and
keep up a communication. This may be easily done, as
nature has evidently designed it as a place of strengtb. I
must add, that Province is much more valuable than is gen-
eraJly thought. It has a sea-coast of three hundn'd leagues
at least, including the Bay of Flllldy, and an exceJlent fish-
ery near every shore, which is an endless souree of provision,
wealth, and seamen. It contains more land tban Penn-
sylvania, and is capable (I boldly assert it, for I am acquaint-
ed with both countries) of supporting more inhabitants.
This, however bold it may seem, I think I could demonstrate,
were it necessary. I had almost forgot its navy-yard, whieh
has eost Britain nearly a miJlion oC money, and would be
an immensely valuable acquisition to this Continent. That
harbour in our hands would be a sufficient protection to our.
fishery. But in the possession oCBritain, or any other
Power, our fishery, and, indeed, aJi our European commerce,
would be in perpetual danger. Britain or France may have
Newfoundland Corwhat I care, till God enables us to rule
the seas; but I fear that either oC those Powers would be
bad neighbours on the Continent. Halifax, I am sure, will
be a bone oC contention under any foreign jurisdiction. I
strongly suspect that France, whose ambitious views your
Honours are not ignorant of, intends to take immediate POi-
session of her forrnerdominions in Amen'ca. Tbis all the
French gentlemen I have conversed with assert in so many
words, and add, that Spain must have hers, else we shall
be too fonnidabJe. We have, indeed, sufficient evidence to
believe that neither of those Powers mean to quarrel with
us at present, for our trade is an object most worthy of their
attention. But if they take possession oC the Britislt do-
minions, whicb we either cannot or will not conquer, how
can we complain with even a shadow of reason? A French
ship, on pretence of springing a leak at sea, put into Hali-
fax this summer on purpose to view its strength, which I
have from a French gentleman who conversed with the pre-
tended Captain of the ship, who was in reality the Captain
of a fi'igate. Should both France ~nd Spain assert what
they call their right, I tremble for the consequences; Your
Honours will doubtless duly consider these tbings, and act
as you think proper. It matters not, I well know, whether
I approve or disapprove of the measures of Congress, but it
may not be amiss to say, that in my judgment, wisdom,
moderation, genuine patriotism, and impregnable fortitude,
form the amiable characteristicks oCall the measures already
pursued, and I wi]], I must, cordially acquiesce in all your
wise determinations. I ardently wish, however, tbat a re-
spectable armament may be sent into Nova-Scotia by the
middle of next ]}larch at Carthest, and I couJd wish to go
with them. I should think an army, guarded by two or
three of our frigates, would proceed with most ~afety by way
oC the Bay of Fundy, and a sufficient number of cannon,
&c., might easily be conveyed across the country to a hill
directly opposite the na vy-yard, and Halifax is nearly within
point blank shot oC both. My worthy friend, John Allen,
Esquire, oCCumberland, in Nova-Scotia, who is probably
present with Congress, can doubtless corroborate the chief I
have wrote.

I am, honourable gentlemen, very respectfully, your most
humble, and dutifulservant and subject,

J I. AS. ~YON.

P. S. 1 blush to send my first thoughts to Congress in all
their native rudeness and deformity, but time will not permit
me to copy and correct them, and humbly beg to be excused.

To the honourable and grand Congress of Nortlt-Ameril;a.

WiJliamsburgh, December 27, 1776.

Colonel Carrington, of the Artillery, just arrived fi'om
Hampton, brings us the agreeable intelligence of a most val-
uable cargo being gone up to Baltimore from Cape Fran-
fois, which comes in a brig that was sent out by Congress,
and has on board eight hundred stands of arms, fifteen tons
oC gunpowder, a quantity of sulphm, and a very large
assortment oCblanketing and coarse cloths Cor the soldiery.
A number qf French passengers came in the vessel, one of
them an officer of rank. The Captain of her says, that the
French show the utmost civility and give every encourage-
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ment to the Americans, and have cruisers out to protect
their trade; also that a declaration of war was every mo-
ment expected from the French Court. And that gunpow-
der, woolens, and almost every other kind of goods, were
in great plenty at the Cape, and to be bought on good
terms.

GEORGE WELLS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, December 27th, 1776.

GENTLF.MEN: I take this opportunity of informing you
that I have launched one of the row galleys, and that I
shall push on the other as fast as possible. Please let me
know how she is to be masted.

As I am informed that there is some sheet-lead in this
town belonging to you, I'd be obliged to you to send me
an order for some, as I want it for scuppers and magazine.

Please to send me per bearer, Mr. Barry, any further
directions or commands you may have for me, which shall
be punctually observed, by, gentlemen, your most obedient,
humble servant,

GEORGE WELLS.

The hon'ble Council of Safety for the State of .ZIJaryland,
Annapolis.

Gentlemen, p1ease to send me per bearer, Mr. John
Barry, the sum of seven hundred pounds, on account of
the row galleys, and also the amount of the accounts for
repairing the old vessels belonging to you, which accounts
he carries, and you'll oblige your humble servant,

Gt:ORGE "VELLS.

To the hon'ble Council of Safety for the State of ~ltIary-
land.

JOHN HALL TO THE BOARD OF WAR.

Annapolis, December 27th, 1776.

SIR: Weare greatly embarrassed by your request to part
with Captain ]}!artin's vessel. She was purchased by our
agent in the West-Indies, and is tJow claimed by Captain
Stone, who hath replaced her, and we have undertaken to
indemnify the Sheriff. If we part with her Congress must
take the risk off our hands.

Sliould you want a fast-sailing vessel, there is a brig at
Baltimore, taken by the ship D~fence, which we ordered
OUl'agent to buy for this State. That vessel you may have,
if she, ,;ilt suit Congre~s. Weare unwilling to part with
]}lartm s vessel, she belOg now laden, and we expect her
cargo of coarse woolens, &c., now ready at ltlartinique or
Eustatia. However, if the honourable Congress cannot
supply them else other\vise, we must let them have the brig
and c\lrgo, upon the terms they request, with this addition,
that the State ought to be indemnified. We shaH keep
matte~s a day or two, in expectation of hearing from you
agam.

For and on behalf of the Council.
I have the honour to be, your most obedient servant,

J. HALL.

To the Hon'ble Benjamin Harrison, Esq., President of the
Board of War.

PRESIDENT OF COXGRESS TO ROBERT MORRIS.

Baltimore, December 27th, 1776.

SIR: The enclosed resolves, which I do myself thehon-
our of forwarding, will inform you of the steps taken by
Congress in the present critical state of our affairs.

Your favour of the 23d instant came to hand, and was
immediately laid before Congress. The uneasiness you
mention therein, with regard to your want of proper powers,
is no doubt by this time removed, Congress ha vino- author-
ized the Committee in Philadelphia to adopt such ":neasures
in the business of the Continent as tbey shall judge proper.
You will, therefore, in conjunction with Mr. Clymer and
Mr. Walton, act not only in Marine matters, but in all
others, as you shall think necessary and most conducive to
the publick good.

I wrote you some time ago, per express, informing you.
that Congress had appointed a Committee in Philadelphia,
to conduct all publick business, and at the same time en-
closed you their resolves. To them, therefore, as well as to
those herewith transmitted, I beg leave to refer your atten-

tion, and have only time to assure you that I am, with
great esteem and respect, sir, your most obedient and very
humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK,Pres'dt.

The moment I can steal a little time, I will write you
fully; till then you must excuse me.

To Robert .Morris, Esq.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Baltimore, December 27th, 1776.

SIR: The enclosed resolves, being of the utmost impor-
tance, will natUrally claim your attention, without any par-
ticular recommendation or comment. They are evidently
calculated to retrieve the situation of our affairs, and I trust
wiil ha ve the desired effect.

I have wrote to the CounCils of Safety of ]}lassachu-
setts-Bay and PennsylL'Unia, on the subject of erecting mag-
azines in their respective States, for both arms and ammu-
nition.

The commissions necessary in pursuance of the enclosed
resolves, shaH be forwarded as soon as possible. I have
only time to add, that I am, with the most perfect esteem
and respect, sir, your most obedient and ,'ery humble ser-
vant ,

JOHN HANCOCK, Pres'dt.

His Excellency General Washington.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO THE PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIl,

OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, December 27th, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Your favour by Captain Casdrop, I duly
received, and communicated to Congress. In consequence
of which they directed two hundred thousand dollars to be
advanced you, agreeably to your request, you to be account-
able for the same, which sum is committed to tbe care of
Captain Casdrop. I wish it safe to hand, and that it may
answer valuable purposes. Being much engaged, can only
add, that I am, with much esteem, gentlemen, your very
humble servant .,

JOHN HANCOCK, Preszdent. .

Council of Safety of Pennsylvania.

PRESIDENT OF' CONGRESS TO THE PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL

OF SAFETY.

. Baltimore,December27,1776.
GENTLEMEN: The great importance to the welfare of

these United States of supporting the credit of the Conti-
nental currency, will suggest the propriety of the above re-
solve, which I am commanded by Congress to transmit to
you, and to request you will take measures for an immediate
compliance therewith. I have wrote to the General to give
you every necessary assistance in carrying your detennina-
tions on this subject into effectual execution.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient,
humble servant . ,,

JOHN HANCOCK, Preszdent.

Council of Safety of Pennsylvania.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO JOSEPH TRUMBULL.

Baltimore, December 27th, 1776.

SIR: After acknow ledging the receipt of your faVOUI"of
13tb instant, I am to inform you that some time since I
transmitted a resolve, empowering you to import any quan-
tity of rice from Carolina YO\1should think proper. In
addition to that resolve, the Congress have come to the
enclosed, authorizing you (agreeably to your own plan) to
import such quantities of flour and other provisions from the
Southern States as you may judge necessary for the support of
the Army. The Delegates of Virginia will write immedi-
ately to the Governour and Council of that State to contract
for the delivery of ten thousand barrels of flour, to your
order, for which purpose you will please to send vessels to
take them in. Your drafts on me for payment thereof shall
be duly honoured.

I am, sir, your most obedient and very humble servant,
JOHN HANCOCK,President.

To Joseph Trumbull, Esq., Commissary-General.
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ROBERT. MORRIS TO THE PRESID~:NT OF CONGRESS.

Philadelphia, December 27,1776, ten o'clock, n. m.

SIR: Captain Peters informs me he has just seen a letter
/i'om Colonel Cadwalader, wrote late last night, to the Coun-
cil of Safety, wherein he says he has no account from Gen-
eral Washington; hut from private information that he can
depend on, our victory at Trenton has been complete. The
killed, wounded, and prisoners, are very considerable. That
we ha ve taken sixteen pieces of their cannon. A wagon load
of Hessian arms, with some llessians, were sent over the.
ferry. Colonel Cadwalader was to cross over from Bristol
tbis morning, before day, with his whole force. General
Putnam is nOWsending him a reinforcement of fifteen hun-
dred men, and the gondo]as, undet. command of General
:Mifflin, who is returned from a successful excursion.

VVe shall change the face of affairs, and I hope soon to
see you back Iwre.

Jam, respectfuJ]y, yours, &c.,
R 1\.1OBT. i' ORRIS.

P. S.Captain Peters will soon foJ]ow tbis, but be must
go via Lancaster.

To tbe Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of Congress.

COMMITTEE FOR TRANSACTING CONTINENTAL BUSINESS TO

THO~IAS SMITH.

Philadelphia, December 27th, 1776.

SIR: The Congress have thought proper to appoint us a
Committee to transact all Continental business in this city
that may be necessary and proper; and they have empow-
ered us to draw on the Loan Office for such sums of money
as may be wanted, little suspecting tllere was no such office
01' officer to be found in Philadelphia. For our parts, we
have been impatiently waiting your return, and are sorry to
say the publick service has suffered by your absence. Had
we been possessed of the notes, we could have borrowed
considerable sums, which may probably be otherwise dis-
posed of by this time. We expect your immediate attend-
ance, and are, sir, )'our humble servants,

ROBT. MORRIS,
GEO. CLYMER,
GEO. WALTON.

Thoma.~Smith, Esq., Lancaster.

ROBERT MORRIS TO BENJAMIN 1f0GELAN:D.

December 27th, 1776.

SIR: Colonel Fanning's battalion tJf Virginians are on
their march for this place, and a detachment thereof, if not
the whole regiment, may nolV be expected at the Head of
Elk, either commanded by Colonel Fanning or by Colonel
James James; therefore, soon as YOIl receive tbis, send the
letter herewith to the Head of Elk, and if tbey send a
proper officer with an order, pay him, or either of them, two
thousand dollars, take a recei pt for it as received from you
by my order, for the use of that battalion, and send the re-
ceipt to me, or keep it until further orders from, sir, your
hllmble servant, R 1\.1. 1> OltRIS.

Mr. Benjamin Hogeland.

ROBERT JIIORRIS TO COLONEL FLEMING.

December 27th, 1776.

SIR : We bave just received YOllr letter of the 27th in-
stant, to the Secretary of the Board of War, and are glad
to find your regiment on their march this way. But we
cannot conceive it necessary to send tents or arms to the
lIead of Elk, as tbe troops can quarter in houses on their
march, or may come by water from Christiana Bridge.
Arms are not necessary, as there is no enemy in the way.
Blankets, shoes and stockings, we will provide, if possible
under our present circumstances.

General Washington has struck an unexpected stroke at
Trenton, wbere he now reigns master. 'Ve hope to drive
the enemy out of ]{cw-Jersey; and if you hasten up, you'll
come in for a share of the glory.

Mr. Benjamin Hogeland, at Christiana Bridge, will sup-
.ply you with two thousand cloJlars, which you'll please to
send a proper officer to receive, and give a receipt for it.
The amount will be charged to your account; tberefore

YOLlmust render.an account of the expenditure of it on tbe
behalf of the Committee of Congress left in this city to
transact Continental business.

I am, sir, your \'ery obedient servant,
. ROBT. MOJ:tRIs.

To Colonel Fleming, of the Ninth Virginia Regiment, or
the Commanding Officer.

CAPTAIN NICHOLSON TO SAMUEL PURVIANCE, JUN.

Philadelphia, December 27tl> , 1776. ~

DEAR SIR: An hour's detainment of tbe tide gives me an
opportunity of writing the particulars of yesterday's action
at Trenton. General Washington, with about four thousand
men, crossed on the Christmas night, and surrounded the
town. The enemy was surprised, and collected confusedly.
After a short resistance, they grounded their arms, and sur-
rendered to the.amount of seven hundred and fifly (Hessians
solely). They lost thirty killed and wounded, and we two
killed and three or four wounded; Captain Washington
among the last, who commanded the advanced party, but
not mortaJly. Had the weather proved favourable, and the
other three divisions got over, tbere would, 1 have no doubt,
the whole of them shared the same fate with those. Their
LilTht-Horse scampered away on the first alarm, and allo .
those on the outskirts of the town made theIr escape, about
as many as were taken. There are one Colonel, two Ma-
jors, tour Captains, seven Lieutenants, and eight EnsignS',
prisoners; with six field-pieces, two standards, and one thou-
sand stand of arms, twenty..drums; one Colonel wounded,
and left on his parole in Trenton, our people having returned
on this side at;ain. We should have whipped them in the
same manner at Bordentown, could our men under Colonel
Cadwaladu have crossed; but the weather and ice made
it impossible.

This affair has given sucb amazing spirit to our people,
that YOIlmight do any thing or go any where with them.
We bave vast numbers of fine Militia coming in momently,
but none from our Province.

I believe an attack is intended to-morrow upon the Hes-
sian main body at Bordentown, in which I intend serving
with my people as Artillerymen, and are embarked fo~that
purpose on board the galleys; Immediately it is O\'er,
(please God,) I intend down, and am doubtful if 1 can bring
an anchor with me. But more of this hereafter. I am not
pleased about it.

. .
I am yours, most sincel'ely, JAMESNICHOLSON.

To Samuel Purviance, Jun., Esq., Baltimore.

PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY '1'0 THt<: PRESmENT OF
CONGRESS.

In Council of Safety, Philauelpnia, Decrmber 27th, J 77f1.

SIR: \Ve have the pleasure to transmit you two letters,
received this morning from Brigadier-General John Cad-
walader, containing an account of an action between part
of our Army, under the command of his Excellency Gen-
eral Washington, and part of the British Army. Other
letters confirm the Joss of the enemy, in kiIled and wounded
and prisoners, to be very considerable.

Weare sending off reinforcements of Militia, in hopes
this very important blow may be followed up. The great

advantage which wiIl arise to our cause must be apparent.
Our Militia were tUrning out by degrees, but this wiIl give
them a new stimulus; and we are in hopes our wort by
General will not rem~in wit bout proper succours.

It may affiJrd Congress some satisfaction to be informed
that this Council bas maintained their authority in the fullest
extent, notwithstanding the near approach of tbe enemy,
and the confidence wbich tbe Tories and disaffected derived
from that cause. It is necessary to inform you that we
found ourselves frequently embarrassed with business rela-
tive to the Army, that properly lay in the War Office De-
partment; but now understand, with much p1easure, that
your bonourable body bas empowered some of their mem-
bers to transact that business here.

By order of Council. I have the honour to, Le, sir, your
most obedient servant,

THOS. WHARTON, Jun., President.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq.
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PE:SNSYLV ANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO THE PRESIDE:'""T OF

CONGRESS.

Tn Conneil of Safety, Philadelphia, December 27th, 1776.

Sm: The enclosed Jetter we meant to semi hy express
this morning, but was informed by Robert ft'lorris, Esq.,
that he had despatched a messenger with an account of the
successful expedition of oUt' troops to Trenton. We thought
proper to delay a few hours for a more par.tieular account.
W I' have since met with a private trusty hand, and take the
freedom to enclose' you a copy of a letter this minute re-
ceived from an officer of distinction in the Army, giving a
more particular account of that action than any we have
yet recei\'ed; which we congratulate the honourable Con-
gress thereon. We have it also from good authority that
many of the British light-horse are taken; the riders, think-
ing their situation rather dangerous, took to their heels and
escaped. Besides the arms mentioned in the enclosed let-
ter to have faHen into our hands, we have taken about two
hundred stand in General Dickinson's house at Trenton.

By order of Council. I ha VI' the JlOnour to tJe, respect-
fully, sir, your most obedient servant,

THOS. 'V HARTON,Jun., President.

To the Hon. John IIancock, Esq.

[No.1.] Bristol, 26th December,1776,
GE:STLE)IEN: There was a general attack to be made

last night. The river was impassable here, and we made
the attempt at Dunker's Ferry, but foulld it impracticable to
get over our cannon. We returned this morning to Bristol
about four.

I this moment ha\'e an account by Mr. II/cLane, a man
of veracity, that he was at Trenton Ferry this morning, and
heard a very heavy firing on the river and Penny- Town
roads, that leads to Trenton. The heavy firing la~ted about
an bour, and continued to moderate for three quarters of an
hour. The Light-Horse and Hessians were seen flying in
great eonfusion towards Bordentown, but without cannon
or wagons, so that the enemy must have lost the whole. A
party of our men intercepted about a dozen Hessians in
sight of our people, on this side, and brought them to the
ferry and huzzaI'd. I bave ordered the boats from Dunks's,
and shall pass as soon as possible. We can mnster here
about eighteen hundred men, if the ex pedition last night in
the storm does not thin our ranks. I-las General Putnam
crossed, and with what numbers? Pray let me know.
E\'ery thing of this kind gives confidence to the troops. I
have no doubt of the report. A heavy firing was heard at
this place. An attempt was made to pass at, or a little
below, Tre1lton Ferry, but could not get over. That would
have made the victory still more complete.

I received the three boats about one o'clock at night; but
have still detained tbe two most valuable-l mean tbose
that cal'ricd down the twel ve-pounders. They were ferry
boats belonging to Dunks's. If tbe wind blows we cannot
transport our cannon.

I am, gentlemen, with
servant,

great respect, your most obedient

JOHN CADWALADER.

[No.2.] Bristol, 26th December,1776.
GENTLEMEN: I wrote this morning to GeneriJl Washing-

ton, directed to General Irving, at l'rcnton Ferr!J, who in-
forms me that he cannot yet ascertain tbe particulars of this
morning's action. One wagon, loaded wilh arms, was
brought down to the ferry, (llessian arms,) and safe landed
on this shore, and six Hessians. \V I' ha ve taken fourteen
or sixteen pieces of cannon, a considerable quantity of stores
and clothing. The number of killed, wounded, and prison-
ers, is very considerable.

W I' have got our boatsup fromDunks's, and shaH em-
bark in the morning, before day. Weare greatly at a Joss
for the boats you promised to send up to transport our can-
non. I ordered the three horse-boats that arrived last night
(which were very useful) to remain till further orders; but
they went off last night. If the gundoIas were to come up
again, they would be of great use.

I am, gentlemen, yoU\' most obedient and very humble
servant, JOHN CADWALADER.

Pray let the gundolas make the attempt, and return if
impracticable to get up.

To the honourable the Council of Safety, Philadelphia.

FIFTH SERIES.--'- V OL. Ill.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FRO~!: AN OFFICER OF DISTINCTION
AT NEWTOWN, BUCKS COUNTY.

Baltimore, January 1, 1777.

Yesterday Congress received the following intelligence
tj'om the Coul1cil of Safety, as come Ii'om "an officer of dis-
tinction in the Army," dated New- Town, Bw:ks County,
December 27, 1776:

It was determined some days ago tbat our Army should
pass over to Jersey, in three different places, and attack the
enemy. Accordingly about two thousand five bundred men,
and twenty brass field-pieces, witb his ExceHency General
l¥ashington at their head, and Major-General Sullivan and
Greene in command of two divisions, passed over on the
night of Christmas, and about three o'clock, a. m., were on
their march by two routes towards Trenton. The night was
s1eety,and the roads so slippery that it was daybreak when
we were two miles tj'om Trenton. But happily the enemy
were not apprised of our design, and our advanced party
were on their guards at balf a mile from the town, when
General Sullivan's and General Greene's' divisions soon
came into the same road. Their guard gave our advanced
party several smart fires as we drove them, but we soon got
two ficld-pieces at play, and several others in a short time;
and one of our Colonels pushing down on the right, whila
the otbers advanced on the left, into the tOwn. Tile enemy,
consisting of about fifteen hundred Hessians, under Colo-
nel Rohl, formed and made some smart fires from the mus-
ketry and six field-pieces, but our people pressed from every
quarter and drove them from tI~eircannon. They retreated
towards a field, behind a piece of wood, up the creek from
Trenton, and formed in two bodies, which I expected would
have brought on a smart engagement from the troops, wbo
had formed very near them; but at that instant, as I came
in full view of them, from the back of the wood, with his Ex-
cellency General Washington, an officer informed him that
the party had grounded their arms and surrendered prisoners.
The others soon followed their example, except a part which
had got off in the hazy weather towards Princeton, and a
party of their Light-Horse, which made off on our first ap-
pearance. Too muchpraise cannot be given to the officers
of every regiment. By their active and spirited bebaviour,
they soon put an honourable issue to this glorious day.

I was immediately sent off with the prisoners to ft'lcKon-
key's Ferry, and have got about seven hundred and fifty safe
in town, and a 'few miles from here, on this side ttJeferry,
viz: one Lieutenant-Colonel, two Majors, four Captains,
seven Lieutenants, and eight Ensigns. We left Co10nel
RoM, the commandant, wounded, on his parole, and several
other officers and wounded men at Trenton. We lost but
two of our men that I can hear of, a few wounded, and one
brave officer, Captain Washington, who assisted in securing
their artillery, shot in both hands. Indeed, every officer
and private behaved well; apd it was a most fortunate day
to our arms, which I the more rejoice at, baving an active
part in it. The success of this day will greatJy animate our
friends, and add fresh courage to our new Army, which,
when formed, will be sufficient to secure us from the depre-
dations or insults of our en~my.

General Ewing's division could not pass at Trenton for
the ice, \vhich also impeded General Cadwalader passing
over with all his cannon. and the Militia, though part of bis
troops were over; and If the whole could have passed; we
should have swept the coast to Philadelphia. We took
three standards, six fine brass cannon, and about one thou-
sand stands of arms.

Published by order of Council of Safety.
G. BICKHAJ\I,Secretary pro tem.

By an authentick account received tbis mornin!T, the fol-
lowingis a list of prisoners taken, viz: One Col~neJ, two
Lieutenant-Colonels, three Majors, four Captains, eirrht
Lieutenants, twelve Ensigns, two Surgeon-Mates, nine7y-
nine Sergeants, twenty-five Drummers, nine Musicians,
twenty-five servants, and seven hundred and forty privates.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROil!: AN OFFICER IN THE AMERlCA~

ARMY, DATED NEWTOWN, (IN PENNSYLVANIA,) DECE1I1BER

27, 1776.
By Colonel I have the p]easure or giving you

an account of an advantageolls victory obtained over the
Hessians j'esterdaj'. To give you ajust idea of the affitir, it
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will be necessary to give you some intelligence of the origi-
nal plan of the attaek. Sometbing was necessary to cbeck
the pl'Ogressof the enemy j it was therefore resolved by his
Excellency to attack the Ilessian Army at Trenton; for
which pUl'pose every thing was in readiness, and on Christ-
mas night we marched down to the river wilh upwards of
two thousand men and twelve pieces of artillery, at _Mc-
Conkey's Ferry, Delaware river, and at half aJier three
o'clock began our march to Trenton. A colder or severer
season I never felt j rain and hail, with bigh winds. But
no difficulties were too much for our worthy commander to
surmount at this important crisis. At eight o'clock we be-
gan the attack in several divisions; bis Excellency com-
manded in person, and in about three quarters of an hour
they surrendered. The killed on our part was four, and
eight wounded. We intendeo the attack should have been
before daylight, bllt the fatigue of marching and trouble of
crossing the Delaware, detained us, which perhaps \\as for-
tunate, for we were told the enemy had been out at reveille
beating, tbeir wagons loaded, and ready for a retreat; but
the extremity of the weather made them conclude we were
not coming, (as tbey bad information,) arid so all turned in,
and tbougllt themsel ves quite secme. We began tbe attack
with artillery and musketry; and too much praise cannot be
given to our brave troops; his Excellency was pleased at
their undaunted courage; not a soul W01Sfound cowardly
skulking, but was fierce for the battle. Colonel
was to have crossed opposite Bristol, and formed in junction
with us. Had this been the case, we should have made
t>risoners of about two thousand. vVe took of the enemy,
one Colonel, two Lieutenant-Co!onels, three Majors, four
Captains, eight Lieutenants, tweh'e Ensigns, one Judge-
Advocate, two Surgeons' Mates, ninety-two Sergeants,
twent)' Drummers, nine Musicians, twenty-five officers' ser-
vants, seven hundred and forty rank and file; forty, or there-
abouts, killed, about eighty wounded; six brass field-pieces,
two of which were twelve-pounders, twelve brass:barrel
<!rums, two kettle-drums, trumpets, clarionets, hautboys,
&c., &c., &c.; four standards, twelve 01' thirteen hundred
fine muskets, four wagons of baggage, two ditto loaded with
Grenadiers' caps, swords, &c.; lorty fine horses. We stove
about fort)' hogsheads of rum we could not carry off.

The weather was so amazingly severe, our arms so wet,
and men so fatigued, it was judged prudent to come immedi-
ately off with our prisoners and plunder. Further accounts
you shall ha \'e as soon as I get leisure.

I conld sincerely wish the printers would publish the
American Crisis. It's well calculated, as it carries the truth
with it, and will doubtless be of service at this time.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO ROBERT MORRIS.

Camp at Newton, December 27,1776.

DEAR SIR: I this minute received the honour of your
favour of the 26th; and you may be assured that I shall
with great pleasure transmit all my despatches to Congress
througb your hands, and unsealed. The enclosed to them
will give you a full account of the attack on Trenton, and
to which I beg leave to refer you. I regret much that the
ice prevented Colonel Cadwalader li'om passing. Could
he have got over with his troops, I am persuaded we
should have been crowned with much success. The same
cause hindered General Ewing. With his aid, to have
seized the bridge leaoing from Trenton, not a Hessian
would have escaped from thence. The situation of our
troops, and the apprehension that the means of obtaining
succour would become more difficu1t, made it necessary that
we should return, in the opinion of the General Officers, with
the prisoners we had taken.

I am, in haste, with great
obedient servant,

To Robert lJIorris, Esq.

esteem, dear sir, your most

Go. W.ASHlNGTON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 31st.]

Head-Quarters, Newtown, 27th December, 1776.

SIR: I have the pleasure of congratulating you upon the
success of an enterprise which I had formed against a de
tachment of the enemy lying in Trenton, and which was
executed yesterday morning.

The evening of the 25th I ordered the troops intended
for this service to parade back of McKonkey's Ferry, that
tbey might begin to pa3s as soon as it grew dark, imagining
we sbould be able to throw them all pver, with the neces-
sary artillpry, by twelve o'clock, and that we might easily
arrive at Trenton by five in the morning, tbe distance being
about nine miles. But tbe quantity of ice, made that night,
impeded the pas~age of the boats so mucb, tbat it was three

o'clock before the ar1ilJer)' could all be got over, and near
four before tbe troops tQok up their line of march. This
made me despair of smprising the town, as I well knew we
.could not reach it before the day was fairly bl'Oke. But as
I was certain there was no making a retreat witbout being
discovered and harassed on repassing the river, I deter-
mined to push on at all events. I formed my detachment
into two divisions, one to march by the lower or river road,
the other by the upper or Pennington road. As the divis-
ions bad nearly the same distance to march, I ordered each
of them, immediately u pan forcing the out-guards, to pu,h
directly into the towl1, that they migbt charge the enemy
before they had time to form.

The upper division arrived at the enemy's advanced post
exactly at eight o'clock; and in three minutes after I fi)und,
f!"Om tbe fire on the lower road, tbat that division had also
got up. The out-guards made but small opposition, though,
for tbeir numbers, tbey behaved very well, keeping up a
constant retreating fire fi'om behind houses. We presently
saw their main body formed j but from their motions they
seemed undetermined how to act. Being bard pressed by
our troops, who had already got possession of part of their
artillery, they attempted to file off by a road on their right,
leading to Princetown; but, perceiving tbeir intention, 1
threw a body of troops in tbeir way, which immediately
checked them. Finding frotll our disposition that they
were surrounded, and that they must inevitably be cut to
pieces if they made any farther resistance, tbey agreed to
lay down tbeir arms. The number that submitted in this
manner was twenty-three officers and eight hundred and
eighty-six men. Colonel Rail, the commanding officer,
and seven others, were found wounded in tbe town. I
don't exactly know how Hlany tbey had kil]ed, but I f<1ncy
not above twenty or thirty, as they never made any regnlar
stand. Our loss is very trifling indeed, only two officers
and one or two privates wounded.

I find tbat tbe detachment of tbe enemy consisted of the
three Hessian regiments of Lanspatch, Kniphausen, and
RoM, amounting to about fifteen hundred men, and a troop

of British LiglJt-Horse j but, immediately upon the begin-

ning of the attack, all those who were not killed or taken,
pushed directly down the road towards Bordentown. Tbese
would likewise have fallen into our bands, cOllld my plan
have been completely carried into execution. General
Ewing was to bave crossed before day at Trenton Ferry,

and taken possession of the bridge leading out of town; but

the quantity of ice was so great, that though he did every
thing in his power to effect it, he could not get over. This
difficulty aIso hindered General Cadwalader from crossing
with the Pennsylvania Militia from Bristol. He got part
of his foot 0\'1'1'; but finding it impossible to embark his
artillery, ,he was obliged to desist. I an~ fully confident,
that could the troops under Generals Ewmg and Cadwal-
ader have p'lssed the river, I should have been able, with
their assistance, to have driven the enemy fi'om all their
posts below Trenton. But the numbers I had with me
being inferiour to theirs below me, and a strong battalion of
Light-Inf<lntry being at Prince town above me, [ thought it
most prud~nt to retLIrn tbe same evening with the prisoners
and .the artillery we had taken. We found no stores of any
consequence in the town.

In justice to tbe officers and men, I mllst ado, that their
behaviour upon this occasion reflects the highest honour
upon them. The difficulty of passing the river in a very
severe night, and their march through a violent storm of
snow and hail, did not in the least abate their ardour; but,
when they came to the charge, each seemed to vie with the
other in pressing forward; and were I to give a preference
to any particular corps, I should do great injustice Lo the
others.

Colonel Baylor,. my first Aid-de-Camp, will have the
honour of delivering this to you; and from him you may be
made acquainted with many other particulars. His spirited
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behaviour lipan every occasion requires me to recommend
him to yom particular notice.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your
most obedient servant, G '

no. "ASHINGTON.
list of the prisoners, ar-Enclosed you have a particular

tillery, and other stores.

Return of the Prisoners taken at TRENTON,the 26th De-
cember, 1776, by the Army under the command of his
Excellency General WASHINGTON.
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regiments, to wit: of Anspack, Kniplll1usen, anr! Roll,
amounting to about fifteen hundred men, and a troop of
Light-Horse; but immediately on the beginning of the
attack, all those who were not killed or taken pushed di-
rect]y down the road towards Bonhntown. These would
likewise have fallen into our hands, could my plan Imve
been completely carried into execution. General Ewing
was to have crossed before day, at Trenton Fary, and
taken possession of the bridge leading out of town; but the
quantity of ice was so great, that though he did every thing
in his power to effect it, be could not get over. Tbis diffi-
culty also hindered General Cadwalader from crossing with
tbe Pennsylvania Militia, from Bristol; be got part of his
foot over, but finding it impossible to embark his artillery,
be was obliged to desist. I am confident that could the
troops under Generals Cadwalader and Ewing have passed
the river, I sbould have been able, with their assistance, to
bave driven the enemy from all their posts below Trenton;
but tbe number I bad with me bein(1' inferiour to theirs
below me, and a strong battalion oOfLight-Infantry at
Princeton, I thought it most prudent to return the same
evening, with my prisoners and the artillery we had taken.
\Ve found no stores of any consequence in the town.

In justice to the officers and men, I must add, that their
behaviouron this occasion reflects the highest honour upon
them; the difficulty of passing tbe river in a very severe
night, and their march through a violent storm of snow and
hail, did not tbe leastabatetheir ardour, but after they came
to the charge, seemed to vie with each other in pressing
forward; and were I to give a preference to any particular
corps, I shou]d do great injnstice to the others.

1 some time ago mentioned to you the importance of
attacking the enemy's detached posts, when it can be done
with a good prospect of success. The best of conse-
quences must result from their being harassed on every
occasion on that quarter.

With respect to tbe stores you have taken, you must use
your own discretion; you can certainly judge with greater
propriety what is to be done than I can, who am so far
distan t.

I am, sir, yours, &c., Go. \V ASHINGTON.

P. S. I must request you win forward the Militia with
all possible expedition. The prisoners we have taken
amount in number to nine hundred and eighteen,of which
thirty are officers. We have also got about one thousand
stand of arms, and four standards,and six brass pieces of
artillery.

To Major-Genera! Heath.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAl. HEATH.
Head-Quarters, Newtown, 27th Deeember, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Your favour of the 21st instant has come
duly to hand, in which you have mentioned the receipt of
my letters of the 16th and 18th of this month. I now
enclose you a duplicate of the one dated the 21st, lest tbat
shou]d have niiscarried.

I have the pleasure of congratu]ating you upon the
success of an enterprise which I had formed against a de-

.
tachment of the enemy lying in Trenton, and wbich was
executed yesterday morning.

The evening of tbe 25th, I ordered the troops intended
for this service, which were about two thollsand fOllr hun-
dred, to parade back of McKonkey's Ferry, that they might
begin to pass as soon as it grew dark, imagining we should
be able to throw them aJl over, with the necessary artillery,
by twelve o'clock, and tbat we might easily arrive at Tren-
ton by five in the morning, the distance being about nine
miles; but the quantity of ice made tbat night, impeded the
passage of the boats so much that it was three o'c]ock before
the artillery cou]d all be got over, and near four before the
troops took up their line of march; this made me despair of
surprising the town, as I weJl knew we could not reach it
before the day was fairly broke; but as I was certain there COLONEL MOYLANTO ROBERT MORRIS.
was no making a retreat without being discovered and Head-Quarters, Newton, 27th Deeember, 1776.
harassed on repassing the river, I determined to push on at A Return of Prisoners taken at TRENTON, December 26th,
aJl events. I formed my detachment into two divisions, 1776, by General WASHINGTON and the Army under hi!
one to march by the town or river road, the other by tbe command.
upper or Penny town road. As the divisions had nearly the ~____
same distance to march, I ordered each of them, immedi- -- -
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part of their artiJlery, they attempted to file off by a road DEAR SIR: Above is a very rough but as just a sketch
on their right, leading to Princetown; but perceiving their of tbe prisoners taken yesterday morning, as I can co1Ject.
intentions, [ tbrew a hody of men in their way, which im- I was unfortunately too late to share in the honours of tbs
mediately checked them. Finding f!'Om aliI' disposition day, being catched in the storm, and little imagining that
they were surrounded, and that they must inevitably be cut any attempt would have been made at such an inclement
to pieces if they made any resistance, they agreed to Jay time. There were about t\venty killed and wounded;
down their arms. The number that submitted in tbis man- amongst the ]atter, the Co]onel, one Lieutenant-Colonel,
ner were twenty-three ofIicers, with seven others who were and one Major. Our loss very inconsiderable; two or three
found wounded in the town. I don't exactly know how killed, and as many wounded. Captp.in Washington, a fine
many they bad killed, but I fancy not above twenty or thirty, spirited officer of Weedon's, is amongst the latter. Six pieces
as they never made any regular stand. Our Joss is trifling, of artillery, brass double-fortified tbree. pounders, twel ve
only two officers and one or two privates wounded. drums, four standards, and about one thollsand stand of arms,

I find tbat the detachment of the enemy consisted of three were taken. If the whole plan could have been put into

'*'
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execution, there is little doubt but the whole of the Hessians
along the Delaware would have bpen done for.

Tbe spirited conduct of the whole that went over, which,
from tbe best computation, did not exceer1 twenty-two
hundred, was great. You mllst remember what a morning
yesterday was, for men clad as ours are to march nine miles
to attack an enemy provided with every necessary, and
elated with a succession of ad\'antages Qver our handful of
men, whom they were accustomed to see retreating before
them. What a change in the scene! A bOllt fifty Light-
Horse, and between six and seven hundred, pushed off
before our men could be posted; the remainder submitted
with their arms in their hands.

Colonel Baylor can inform you of more particulars, if he
stays long enough with you. He goes to Congress with
the good news. Gates promised to send me the plan for
the battalion of Horse. When he does, shall tl'Ouble you
with it. Adieu, my dear friend; believe me, I am most
truly yours, STEPJIEN MOYLAN.

To Robert Morris, Esq., Member of Congress, ?t Phila-
delphia.

COLONEL CADWALADER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Burlington, 27th December, 1776, ten o'clock.

SIR: As I did not heal' from you this morning, and being
prepared to embark, I concluded you were stilJ on this
side, and therefore embarked and landed about fifteen
hundred men. about two miles above Bristol. A fter a con-
siderable nun;ber were landed, I had information from the
Paymaster of Colonel Hitchcock's brigade, that you had
crossed over from Trenton. This defeated the scheme of
joining your Army. We were much embarrassed which
way to proceed. I thought it most prudent to retreat, but
Colonel Recd was of opinion that we might safely proceed
to Burlington, and recommended it warmly, lest it should
have a bad effect on the Militia, who were twice disap-
pointed. The landing in open daylight must have alarmed
the enemy, and we might have' been cut off by all their
force collected to this place. We had intelligence, imme-
diately afterward, that the enemy had left the Black Horse
and Mount Holly. Upon this we determined to proceed
to Burlington. Colonel Reed, and two other officers, went
on from one post to another tilI they came to Bordenton,
where they found the coast clear. Colonel Reed and Col-
onel Coxe are now there; and we shall march at four,
to-morrow morning, for that place. This information has
induced me to proceed, though not quite conformable to your
orders which I received on the march this afternoon.

If you should think proper to cross over, it may be easily
effected at the place where we passed; a pursuit would
keep up the panick. They went off with great precipita-
tion, and pressed all the wagons in their reach. I am told
many of them are gone to South-Amboy. If we can drive
them from West-Jersey, the success wilI raise an army by
next spring, and establish the credit of the Continental
money to support it. I shall write you to-morrow, I hope
from Trenton.

I am, sir, your most obedient, very bumble servant,
JOJlIN CADWALADER.

I have eight six-pounders, brass, and two three-pounders,
Iron. -

COLOi'lEL TILGHMAN TO COLONEL CADW ALADER.

Head-Quarters, Newtown, 27th December, 1776, ~
ten at night. 5

DEAR SIR: I am commanded by his Excellency to in-
form you, that since he wrote you this morning, giving you
an account of his return from Jersey, he had heard that you
had passed over this day. By not having this from your
own hand, he presumes you imagined he continued yester-
day in Jersey, after his success at Trenton. Upon a sup-
position that you are over, he has ordered General ]}li/llin,
who is coming up with fifteen hundred men from Philadel-
phia, to pass the river and join you. The General will
cross the day after to-morrow with the Continental battalion.
He would do it sooner, but the men have undergone so much
fati"ue that they want rest. He therefore desires that you
wo~ld keep your ground, and not attempt any thing, (without

you see a certainty of success,) till he passes the river, be-
cause a miscarriage would r!efeat all the good effects of our
late victory. General Ewing will likewise pass over with
his brigade, and I think it will be \'ery hard if we cannot,
by a junction of our forces, put Count Donnop tb the rout.

I am yours, &c., T. TILGHMAN.

P. S. Keep the time of the General's intent to pass a
secret,

To Colonel John Cadwfllader, Pennsylvania Militia.

COLONEL BURD TO WILLIAM ATLEE.

Tini/in, 27th December, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I send you herewith the present state of my
battalion, as I have related to GenE'ral 1UiJfi£n. I mean
that you should read my letter to the General, and then
seal and deliver it. I have informed the officers in the bat-
talion that I shall attend at any time and place of rendez-
vous to supply any company or detachment, that intend to
march, with money, and render evel')' other acceptable
service in my power. You will observe that I have re-
signed the command of the battalion, and the Major did
say at .Middletown that he would also resign. How that
may be, I cannot say; but think it may be proper, for the
present, to send any orders that may be necessary to the
Major.

I am, with much esteem, sir, your obedient, humble ser-
vant, JAMES BURD.

Please to let Mr. Shippen peruse my letter to the Gene-
ral before you deliver it, and this to you, jf you think pro-
per. Vt supra, J. B.
William Atlee, Esq.

cor.oNEL BURD TO GENERAL MIFFLIN.

Tinian, 27th December, 1776.

SIR: I had tbe honour to be L1Voured with your-orders
last night, dated 23d current, previous to which I bad re-
signed tbe command of the battalion. But this morning,
by Captain CJ'outch, bave forwarded your orders to ]\J;ljor
Cornel£us Cox, who at present commands the battalion,
Lieutenant-Colonel Murray being taken prisaner at Fort
Washington. I think it my duty to give you my reason

,
for resignation, and the more especiaJly at this time of pub-
lick danger. If I had had an opportunity of a personal
conference, I think I would have convinced you that I not
only bad reason for this step, but a necessity for so doing-.
I would inform you that the battalion is very long, between
forty and fifty miles in length, and broad withal; that it
requires time to communicate any orders, and inconvenient
to get the whole battalion together: especially at this season
of the year. However, in consequence of the orders you
refer to, I gave out orders for the whole battalion to meet in
three districts, on .Monday, the 9th instant, the middle of
which I attended myself; and further, directions for all the
officers of the battalion to meet me at Garbert ]}Jill, on
Tuesday, the 10th iustant, to make report of their proceed-
ings. Accordingly on Tuesday they all did meet me, and
the report was that few volunteers were to be found; upon
which I gave orders in writing, and sent them to every com-
pany in the battalion, that the whole battalion should ren-
dezvous at ]}liddletown, on Monday, the 16th current, in
order to march by divisions to join General Washington;
and those that were not provided with arms, &c., I pro-
mised to have them provided at PhiladelpMa; that money
nor nothing should be wanting.

I attended, ready to march with the battalion, from ]}lon-
day, the] 6th, to Sunday night, the 22d instant, and not
one man turned out but eighteen, seven of whom were offi-
cers, myself included, except a small company of volunteers,
commanded by Captain Elder, of thirty-three, officers in-
cluded, whom I marched off. I put it -to the vote of the
eighteen,if I should not march with them: it wascarried
against me-I should not. On Saturday morning I was on
my journey to go to Lancaster to see you. The officers
advised I should not proceed, but remain to endeavour to
get the battalion to march; this they thought more advis-
able for the good of the service. Lest I should stand in the
way, I thought proper to resign,offeringat the same time
my personal attendance, and to render any serviceaccept-
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able upon noti::e being gi\'en me of such being wanting.
You will no doubt expect I should give some reasons [or
such conduct in the battalion at this time. I cannot sug-
gest any, unless the following may be the reasons: that
three companies have already marched to camp, one of
which, viz:.. Captain James ~tlurray's, still remains there;
that Captain Smith has taken two companies from the bat-
talion, and Captain John 1Uurray one, which renders the
battalion so weak that they have not more, or very few
men more, left than are sufficient to attend their cattle, &c.,

prejudice against myself. I have commanded the
battalion ever since our troubles began, with pleasure to
myself and to the battalion seemingly fvr any thing I know
to the contmry, and have been able to comply with all or-
ders heretofore given me, which was not the case in tbe Jast
instance to which your orders alludes. And from what I
have already said, I make no doubt I will stand unim-
peached in your judgment, and of all those of my superiour
officers; judging that I have done every thing in my
power. .

After making an apology for troubling you with this long
scrawl, I beg leave to subscribe myself, sir, your most obe-
dient humble servant, J BAMES URD.

The Honourable Brigadier-General Thomas JUijfiin, Esq.

COLONEL DE HART TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.
Morris-Town, December 27th, 1776.

SIR: In consequence of your Exce]\ency's orders and
request, by General Nlaxwell, 1 have this day begun the
recruiting service of the First Jersey Regiment, and shall
expedite it witb all possible speed. Had 1 been determined
to remain longer in the Jersey service, 1 should long before
have done it, and nothing but your Excellency's request,

and this critical period of time, should have induced me to

have done it now.
I find it necessary that the old troops of this regiment

should be paid off tbeir arrears. Many of them demand a
settlement before they will reinlist. I am now collecting
the pay-rolls of the Captains, who are much scattered in
different parts of this Province and Pennsylvania, and shall,
as soon as possible, make a sRttiement of the regimental
accounts. Recruiting money is likewise necessary, as the
officers cannot do without it. If your Excellency should
think proper to give your order for five tholJsand or six thou-
sand dollars on the Paymaster for that pUI'pose, Lieutenant
ltlorrison will be the bearer thereof to me. Many of our
officers, for the want of any fixed place of Head-Quarters
for the regiment, are at this time not easy to be found. I
believe great part of them are at your camp. Lieutenant
]t[orrison will take your Excellency's directions in what
way to collect them. I have ordered them all to this place,
if not counte~manded by your ExceJlency.

The enemy have about five hundred or six hundred
Highlanders at Newark, and about as many Waldeckers at
Elizabeth- Town. They have withdrawn their outposts from

Boundbrook and that way, into Brunswick. They have
as yet made no attempts on this place, althouO"h we find it's
the daily conversation of their Army.

0

Our three months' recruiting service goes 00 well, and I
am this day informed that the three regiments of Greaton's,
Bond's, and Porter's, here, have mostly agreed to stay till the
15th January. A party of Militia, of about three hundred
men, are at Pluckamin, and we have about the same num-
ber here. The spiritof our people begins much to revive.
I havethe greatest confidence that, with care and attention. ,
we sball be able to maintain this part of the Province.

I am, sir, your most obedient, bumble servant,
WM. DE HART,

Major of the First Jersey Regiment.
To hisExcellencyGeneral Washington,at DelawareRiver.

PETITION FROM CAPTAIN HA1\ILEN.

To the Honourable WILLIAMHEATH,Esq., 1J;lajor-General
in the service of the UNITEDSTATES:

Honoured sir, the Petition of your Petitioner humbly
sheweth :

That your petitioner, by.order of General Nixon, took the
charge of a number of sick belooO"in{Tto his bri,'ade in0. 0. 0.'

Orange- Town, the Province of New- York; and as various
reports have circulaterJ, and are still circulating, to the
prejudice of your petitioner, viz: your petitioner making
application of publick stores, received fi'om Colonel Tupper
for the use of tbe sick under my care, and sundry other ac-
cusations, which would only create a multiplieity of words
not worthy of troubling your Honour witb; therefore, as your
petitioner is thus prejudiced to his rlishonour, he would
esteem it a favour your Honour would order a COlu't of
Inquiry, as quick as may be, tbat he may have a publick
hearing; and your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever
pray. ELEAZER HAMLEN.

Peeks KiIJ, 27th December, 1776.

GENERAL GEORGF. CLDITO~ TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Ramapough, December 27th, 1776.

SIR: Since I wrote you yesterday, Colonel Hay has
been with me, and has taken proper measures fm supplying
the troops undel' my command in this quarter with provis-
ions. And I doubt not but it will be regularly done in
future. He tells me that he never had the least intimation
from Convention that such a body of men were ordered to
this quarter, and had not made any pl'Ovision for tbem, and
that he never received my last letter; which I believe to
be true.

In a former letter to the honourable Convention, I men-
tioned the propriety of dismissing part of the Militia, retaining
on]y in the service about one thousand of them. I tun con-
vinced, unless this is done, their minds will be much soured
and the cause tbereby greatly injured. And I flatter myself
that number will be sufficient to guard the passes on this
side the river, and protect the well-disposed inhabitants.
For though we have had frequent reports of large borlies of
the enemy coming this way by different routes, and con-
firmed by letters from pretended friends in the eity, and
commonreports and other circumstances among the Tories,
1 am convinced it was no more than an artful contrivance
to retard the recruiting service, and unnecessarily harass the
country by drawing out the Militia; and this you will find
to be the case with tbe dreadedexpeditionon your side the
river.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
GEO. CLINTON.

To Abraham Ten Broeck, Esq., President of the honour-
able the Convention of tbe State of New~ York, at Fish-
kill.

MAJOR MOFFAT TO JOHN 1\1'KESSON.

Peekskm, 27th December, 177(;.

SIR: Enclosed is a list of the officers in Colonel Nicoll's
regiment,who have not received commissions for the service
of this campaign. General Clintonhas been several times
applied to for them, but they never came to the regiment
yet.. What the matter has been, I cannot tell, but I sup-
pose it slipped the General's memory. By order of Colo-
nel Nicoll, before he left this post, I have sent Adjutant
Howell for them, on account that the regiment will be dis-
banded in a few days. And the officers tbink that they
have been treated with neglect, that they have not received
their commissions before.

Y Oll will be good enough to lay the matter before Con-
vention, if necessary, and dismiss tbe .bearer as soon as pos-
sible. No news at present.

I am, with respect, truly your most obedient. and very
humble servant T 1\'1

)1,1 .,
HOMAS if OFFAT, 1.'. 11]or.

To John McKesson, Esq., Secretary to the Convention of
the State of New- York, at Fishkill.

A List of Officers belonging to Colonel NICOLL'S Regiment
that want Commissions.

Captain, John Wood; has been Adjutant. .

Jacob Dunning, First Lieutenant; has been Second Lieu-
tenant.

Israel Wells, Second Lieutenant.
Under Captain John Little, who is already commissioned:

Samuel Cole,Second Lieutenant, has been commissioned
below his present rank.



1451 CORRESPONDEl'ICE, PHOCEEDINGS, &c., DECEMBER, 1776. 1452
Captain, Joshua Brown; has been First Lieutenant.
lIen/'y Brewster, Jun., First Lieutenant.

Under Captain T¥illiam Blain, who is already commis-
sioned :
Thomas Sears, First Lieutenant; has been Second Lieu-

tenant.
David Rogers, Second do.; has been Ensign.
Captain, James Smith; has been First Lieutenant.
Barnet Marlin, Second Lieutenant. .

Under Captain Samuel Raymond, who is already com-
missioned :
Richard Langdon, First Lieutenant; has been Second

Lieutenant.
In the company that was raised, and some time com-

manded by Captain John Wisner:
Obadiah Gore, Second Lieutenant.
Stephen Howtll, Adjutant; Belyamin Wallworth.

JONATHAN POLLARD TO ABRAHAM TEN BROECK.

Head-Quarters, PeekskilJ, December 27th, 1776.

SIR: The General received your favour of yesterday, and
by his desire I transmit to you the names of the prisoners
aUuded to in your letter: Captain Phineas Ford, Ephraim
1'ripp, a Sergeant, Ephraim Hathaway, a Sergeant, James
Gray, a Corporal, and Peter Sears, a Corporal. The foul'
last have not been examined, but accused by their Captains.

The traveUing being so bad, the General thinks not to
send the prisoners on till to-morrow, when he shall send
them to your care to forward them.

I am, sir, with respect, your humble servant,
JONA. Por,LARD, A. D. C.

To the Hon'b]e Ab'm Ten Broeck, President of the Con-
vention for the State of New- York.

RECOMMENDATION OF LIEUTENANT LAWRENCE.

New-Windsor, December 27th, 1776.

Lieutenant Lawrence, of my regiment, being desirous to
continue in the sel'\'jce, if there was a vacancy for him, and
applies to me for a recommendation. He is desirous to serve
in your regiment, if you can help him to a place; if not, I
hope you will use your endeavour to have him appointed in
some other, as I believe he will make a good officer, as he
is always wiUing to do his duty; but the Qfficers of my
regiment have never had it in their power to show their
courage.

I am, your humble servant,
JAMES CLINTON, B. Gen'l.

JOHN DUNCAN TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Hermitage, near Schenectady, December 27th, 1776.

SIR: Even if gratitude did not sufficiently prompt, wouid
be much wanting in duty not to return you my most sin-
cere thanks for the many favours received whilst a captive
under y{)ur care. My grateful sense of your admitting me
to visit my aged father and family, to you and yours, by me
shan never be forgot, and I most ardently wish that you
and them may always be as happy as that act made me
and mine. It was with some difficulty J was 'admitted to
remain at home the six weeks contained in your pass, though
I have lately obtained leave to abide on my farm tin caned
on by the Committee of Albany; and had J not in that case,
tin a few days ago, been in some expectation to have re-
turned to Hartford, would have wrote your Honour before
now.

I be" leave to be gratefuny remembered to the worthy
gentlen~en of your Council, who so readily concurred in
granting my request; and am, with real esteem. and due re-
spect, sir, your most obedient and much oblIged humble
servant,

JOHN DUNCAN.

To his Honour Governour Trumbull.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAT. SCHUYLER.

State of Connecticut, Middletown, December 27th, 1776.

SIR: Your favour of the 19th came to hand per Mr.
Babcock. I feel for your distresses and my country, and
the apparent prospect of our northern posts being left so

naked and destitute. Shall neglect nothing in my power
for the good of the service. Amohg other things, it appears
of great importance to forward the recruiting, or raising of
a new Army, which suffers for want of money to pay the
premiums. You are kind enough to offer advancing a sum
sufficient for one regiment or more, if it can be spared. The
good of the service obliges me to ask for it. You will,
therefore, be pleased 10order your Paymaster to issue' a sum
sufficient to raise one regiment, and deliver the same to Col-
onel Swift or Lieutenant-Colonel Starr, one of which will
wait on you for that purpose. They are faithful and val-
uable officers, and will exert themseh'es to promote the
raising a regiment, which will probably be ordered to join
your department. I have no doubt but you will give him
all the despatch which the nature of the service requires.

J am, sir, with the greatest esteem and regard, your most
obedient, humble servant,

J ' TON N RUMBULL.

P. S. Am informed by Colonel Swift that he could not
obtain the mileage and marching money for his regiment in
the last campaign, \vhich he expected at Albany. As yotl
were then at Saratoga, he was not able to wait on you for
the necessary orders; that the men complain much for the
want of it. Am sure you will consider, and see that per-
fect justice is done him in this matter.

Hon'ble Major-Genera] Schuyler.

I'AROLE OF PHILIP PALMER.

Whereas I, Philip Palmer, of TVest-Chester, in the State
of ~New-York, have for some time past resided at Windham,
in the State of Connecticut, being apprehended and sent
thitber by the Committee of the Convention .of the State of
New- York, as one suspected inimical to the United States
of America: And whet'eas, upon my application to his
Honour Governour Tmmbull, of the State of Connecticut,
he hath permitted me to return to TVest- Clwster, to take care
of my interest and effects, and there to reside til] otherwise
ordered: I do hereby pledge my faith and word of honour
to said Governour Trumbull, that I wil] neither bear arms,
nor excite or encourage others to beal' arms, against this, or
any other of the United States of America, and that I will
not do or say any thing in prejudice of the interest or meas-
ures of this, or any, or all of the United States, in the pres-
ent controversy with Great Britain, and that I will give no
intelligence to the enemies of said States of any of their
counsels, operations of war, or other the transactions of this
or any other of the United States, and that I wil1 return to
any place in this State when requested by his said Honour
Governour Trumbull, or the General Assemb]y of this State,
or the Convention of the State of New- York for the time
being.

In witness whereof I have herennto set my hand, this
27th day of December, 1776, at Windham, in the State of
Connecticut.

P PHTLIP ALMER.
Present: EBEN'R BACKUS.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR APPREHENSION OF MAJOR FRENCH AND

OTHERS.

One hundred and twenty Dollars reward.
Major Christopher French, Ensign Joseph Moland, and

the infamous Gurdon Whitmore, broke gaol, and escaped
this evening. Said French and A'Iolandare Continental
prisoners. Said French is about fifty years of age, wears
his hair, is small of stature, hard favoured. Said Moland
is about twenty-five years of age, tall, walks erect, wears
his hair, light complexion. Said Whitmore is short, well
made, has black eyes, wears his hair. It's expected they
will cban"e their dress, as they did when they run away be-
fore. A[~yperson that shall take up the aforesaid prisoners,
or either of them, and return them to the gaol at Hartford,
shall receive as a premium, forty dollal's for each, and aJl
necessary charges, by

BARZ.HUDSON,Gaoler.
December 27th, 1776,

EXTRACT OF LETTER FROM COLONEL HUNTINGTON TO HIS

SON, DATED ROXBURY CAMP, 27TH, 1776.

I spent this afternoon at Genera] Spencer's, witb the In-
dian Chiefs. They walked with a number of officers about
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our encampment, to view our situation a~o works. The
Guards turned out under arms to receive them: that
pleased them much, as they are very fond of tokens of
respect, as well as other people.

JOHN WATSON TO MASSACHUSETTSBOARD OF WAR.
Ellst-Windsor, Connecticut, December 30, 17i6.

SIR : Your favour of the 25th instant, I have now re-
ceived. When I saw 1\11',Elliot last, I did not pretend to
set a price at which I could engage to deliver any 9uant!ty
of tobacco' and since I returned home, I find the price with
us ad van'ce'd fifty per cent. since last year, which is ml~ch
higher than I expected. I am eng-aged to buy some, which

I propose to send to the West-Indies, about seven or eight
thousand, and the tobacco is now chieAy purchased out of
the hands of the planters; consequently it will be out of my
power to supply you with any quantity at any thing near the
price you mention. ,

Am, sir, your very humble servant,
JOHN WATSON.

Mr. J. Warren.

MASSACHUSETTSBOARD OF WAR TO COLONEL CRAFTS.

'Var Office, Boston, December 27th, 1776.
SIR: By a resolve of the Board of War of this State,

you are ordered, as commanding oilicer of the garrison of
Boston, and the forts in the harbour of said town, to make
a return to the said Board immediately of every kind of
military stores, including ordnance anrl ammunition, now in
your possession, belonging to the State of Massachusetts-Bay.
Whereof fail not.

By order of the Board.

Colonel Thomas Crafts.
J. WARREN, President.

MESHECH WEARE TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 20 January, 1777: Referred to the Committee of Treasury.]
Exeter, December 27th, 1776.

SIR: This State, very desirous of exerting with full vigour
all the strencrth of their small Republick in the common
cause, find tlJemselves much obstructed in pursuing their
resolutions, for want of money; and the depreciation of the
present currency is such that discourages them from emitting
an y more. I have therefore sent James Belton, Esq.', ex-
press, to request of the honourable Congress twenty thou-
sand dollars, to purchase shoes, stockings, and other clothing
for the Army, acrreeable to the resolutions of Congress; also
that money matbe tl'3nsmitted to Colonel JohnStark, Col-
onel Enoch Poor, and Colonel Alexander Scammell, persolls
appointed to command the three battalions. directed to be
raised in the quota of this State to serve durll1gtbe war, to
enable them to pay the bounty to the soldiers; which money
we understand they could not procure fi'om the Paymasters
in either the Northern or Eastern departments, the chest
beincr empty. Also a sum, in part of what this State hath
adva~ced fOt" the Continent, the accounts of which advance
will soon be forwarded.

In behalf of the Council and Assembly. I am, sir, your
very humble servant, l\'IESHECH .WEARE, President.
Ron. John Hancock, Esq.

MESHECH WEARE TO MATHEW THORNTON AND WILLIAM

WHIPPLE.

Exeter, December 27,1776.

GENTr.EMEN: Enclosed I send you the copy of a vote,
appointing you, with Colonel Bartlett, Delegates to repre-
sent this State in Congress one year from the first of Jan-
uary next. Mr. Betton, who brings you this, is sent by the
General Comt to solicit money for this State fOt" several
pmposes, as he will show you in his instructions. The great
need we have of a supply for our Treasury must excuse my
very earnest desire of all your aid in procuring the same.
Great sums we must advance, in addition to the Continental
establishment, or no men can be inlisted here. Every thing
is so amazing dear that the soldiers say their wages will not
half support them. We expect soon to be under the neces-
sity of raising a body of men to relieve the Massachusetts
and Connecticut Militia, at,Rhode-Island. One thousand of

our Militia are just come home Ii'omNew- York, and five hun-
dred newly raised are now on their march for that place. All
the intelligence you are permitted to disclose from Congress,
be kind enough to send us, especially good news, which are
almost strangers to us at present, and therefore shall receive
them as a rarity.

I am, your very humble servant,
MESHECH W.EARE.

P. S. The names of the persons for field officers in the
Continental battalion raised here have been sent forward
some time for approbation. As the regiment is now ordered
to Ticonderoga by General TVard, we desire you to forward
the appointments.

Ron'ble Mathew Thornton and William Whipple.

NEW-HAMPSHITtE COMIIIITTEE OF SAFETY TO WII.LIAM DUEtt.
Exeter, December 27, 1776.

SIR: The prisoners sent from your State have been re-
ceived here, and disposed of agreeable to the resolutions of
your Committee, and the advice of Mr. Benson sent from
you. Great uneasiness prevails among them, and their
clamours of being sent here without an examination at home
and consciousness of their innocence which they assert, has
bad considerable inAuence among the people in these parts
in their behalf. Three of the prisoners, of the number of
those not directed to be confined in jail, have liberty to
return to New- York, viz: Tl:mothy Clossen, Joseph Gage,
and Elias Doty, to provide necessaries for themselves and
other prisoners here; and to return in six weeks, unless they
have license from the Convention of New- York or your
Committee to remain at home. And as a great number of
them make such protestations of their not being sensible of
their ha ving ever given occasion for any person to suppose
them unfriendly to the American calise, we wish an impar-
tial inquiry might be made into their characters, and if any
may appear innocent who were taken up, and sent from
their homes in the confusion and unavoidable hurry that you
was involved in at that time, that an order may be sent for
their discharge; also particular directions to this State rela-
tive to their future disposal and regulation of the prisoners.
Some of the persons who had the liberty of providing their
own lodgings have eloped, the number and names we cilll-
not transmit, as this letter is wrote to be forwarded by a
person ordered to Philadelphia on urgent business, and
cannot be detained. However, one John Vandeburgh,
Esq., is among the number. Many more we expect will
follow tbeir example. The five hundred dollars sent by
your State is expended, and a considerable sum advanced to
support the prisoners in jail, which amount to near seventy,
and necessaries for some others, who appear poor and naked,
tbough not in prison. As our Treasury is empty and can't
be soon suppliedwith ourselves, it would very much assist
us at this time to have such a sum transmitted from you as
you think adequate to support the prisoners while they may
tarry here. I am, &c.

WilliamDuel', Esq., Chairman of the CommIttee for In-
quiring into, Detecting, and Defeating all Conspiracies
formed against the State of New- York.

THOMAS THmiPsON TO NEW-HAMPSHtRE ASSEMBLY.
Portsmouth, December 27, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I have to inform you that the schooner
lately commanded by Ca ptain Burke, now a tender to the
Milford, was run on shore last night at Little Harbour.
She has four officers, passengers, besides the one that com-
mands, and about fifty men. Tbe officers shall be sent off
early to-morrow morning. Should be glad of your further
directions in the behalf of the United States for the disposal
of the prisoners who are now in custody of Colonel Long,
all but the officers, who are in my care.

Your humble servant, THos. THoMPsoN.

To the honourable the Council and Assembly of the State
of New-Hampshire.

COLONEL LONG TO NEW-HAMPSHtRE ASSEMBLY.

Portsmouth, December 27,1776.

GENTLEMEN: Tbis morning I recei\'ed advice of one of

the enemy's tenders being drove into our harbour. I thought

t
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it my outy to secure her, being apprehensi re that the pris-
oners might attempt an escape with the prize. I imme-
diately ordered a number of soldiers to embark on board
boats, to take possession of her; and ill the interim, prepared
others to. fi)lIow, in one of which I WCllt myself. When I
came on board I found Colonel Moone!! and Major Hodg-
don, with a sufficiency of men to bring bel' to town. We
hore her from off the shore, and proceeded as far up the
rirer as the tide would permit before it was spent, after
which I gare orders for the prisoners to be brought to town,
who are now, to the number, I think, of forty-three or forty-
6re, under a propet' guard, exclusire of fire officers who
were brought up by Captain Pinkham, (the person that

brought her in,) and put to lodge at a publick house. The
Captain of the RaleIgh ordered a guard on them, for which
I am much obliged. This night, Captain Salter, in con-

junction with Captain Robert Parker, who I hare appointed
pilot of her, will bring her to her mooring. I shall be obliged,

for an order for the disposition of all the prisoners, except-
ing those who will be accompanied to Exeter to-mon'ow by
Captain Dearing, to be examined and disposed of as you
may judge propel'.

.I am, gentlemen, with due respect, your most obedient
sen'ant, PrERcE LONG.

P. S. I beg leare to observe that Captain Pinkham had
this ressel delirered to him by the officers and people be-
longing to her, to do with her as he thought proper, which
induced him to make this push. He has libelled her, and
applied to a friend to transact his business.
To the honourable Council, &c., of the State of New-

Hampshire.

PETITION OF JOHN GROUT.

To the Gentlemen Committee of the town of CHARLESTOWN,
in the Province of N~;w-HAMPSHIRE:

The Petition of JOHN GROUT, of CHESTER, in the State of
N EW- YORK, most humbly sheweth:

That a wicked conspintcy has lately been formed in the

said County by a part of the people (the notorious Charles
Phelps at the head of the conspiracy) to disunite the States
of America, aod to set them to quarreling among themse1\'es

at this time when harmony a'od friendship is so necessary for
our common defence.

The conspiratOl's began by denying the jurisdiction of the
State of New- York over the County of Cumberland, and
claiming to put themsel ves under the jurisdiction of the State
of ]tlassachusetts-Bay, and for this purpose pl'Ocured a ma-
jority of a small part of the County Committee to write and
send such claim to the General Conrention of the State of
New- York; which extraordinary procedures justly alarming
that Conrention, they made some spirited resolres there-
on, which your petitioner hereunto annexes, and begs learc
to refer you. These resolves being sent to the County Com-
mittee, they, at a full Committee met at fl1estminster on
the first Tuesday of November last, fully rescinded said claim,
and made, in the name and behalf of the people of the said
County, a full, ample, and formal submission to the jurisdic-
tion and authority of the State of New- York. To which
submission a small part of the said County Committee en~

tered their dissent, and withdrew themselres. But finding
that the virtuous people of the State of Massachusetts-Bay
would give them no aid in the quan'elthey hare begun with
the State to which they belong, they are now endearouring
to effect their wicked designs of disturbing the union and
harmony that now exists among the United State.~by making
a quarrel at this all-important day between the States of
New-Hampshire and New- York; and for this purpose ha re
procured an inhabitant of New-Tlampshire, one David Cur-
rier by name, to complain of YOUl' petitioner for an assault;

and your petitioner ha (ring by Chester Committee been ad-
judged to be guilty, they have ordered that your petitioner
be deJirered to said Currier in New-Hampshire, to be by
him there imprisoned until your petitioner shaH pay and
make such satisfaction as said Gurrier shall arbitrarily im-
pose on him, (a copy of which unprecedented and arbitrary
judgment is hereunto annexed,) fi'om which judgment yom
petitioner appealed to the General Committee of the said
County of Cumberland, agreeable to the laws and rules

established in such cases by the Conrention of the said State
of New- York; but the said Committee of Chester a rowing
a full revolt from that State, in high contempt of the said
Conrention, and breach of the rights of your petitioner as a
memberof that State, have absolutely refused to allow such
appeal, and your petitioner is now in custody of one William
Atwood, to be delirered here to said Currier for the pmposcs
aforesaid. Your petitioner flatters himself that the rirtuolls
Committee of the town of Charltstown wilJ protect your
petitioner from alJ wrongs and violences from the hands of
said Currier within their district, and wilJ give a full proof
of their design to cultirate and improve the good under-
standing now existing between the two States, by protectiug
your petitioner, and delilTering him from the unconstitUtional
imprisonment he is under within your district, apd that you
will gire the Convention of New- York a pleasing proof that
the Committee of Charlestown, in New-Hampshire, will dis-
countenance all violences which shaH be offered to the
peaceable subjects of that State, contrary to their just rights
and the true dignity of New- York, by rny and every con-
tentious person who may seek the destruction of the friend-
ship that exists between the said States.

Your petitioner, therefore, most humbly prays that you
would please to order him safely to be retUrned to the
County of Cumberland, where he belongs, and dclirered to
the Chairman of the said County Committee, that so he may
prosecute his appeal there agreeable to his rights as a mem-
ber of the State of New- York, and according to the rules
and regulations by the Convention or Assemblyof that State
in such case lately made and prorided; and your petitioner
shalJ elTer pray, &c.

J GOHN ROUT.

Charlestown, in the State of New-Hampshire, ~
December 21, 1776. 5

P. S. December27th, 1776, seven o'clock,p. m.-Mr. .
Atwoodhas delivered the petitioner to Mr. Currier, and he
is now in Mr. Currier's custody.

Chester, 25 December, 1776.

To DAVID EARLL, greeting:
You are hereby required to take John Grout and bring

him forthwith to Landlord Grub's, in s,aid Chester, for which
this shaH be .your sufficient warrant, from

GEORGE EARLL.

A true copy of the original.. Attest:

JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, December 28th, 1776,

Sms: I have bought the brig, agreeable to your orders,
at a very great price. The people all seemed determined
to have her. She cost two thousand fire hundred and fifty
pounds. I suppose she is a fine sea vessel, but she is not
worth that money. But I believe it was the Congress
against the Prorince. I was rery candid about the matter.
I hear they intend to apply to yon for her. I think you
had better spare her to them. I don't think her the vessel
that she was represented. I hare her hauled to a wharf,
and hands at work to get her baHast out.

I hare bought a good deal of pork for the Defence, and
shalJ have the brig ready for sea as soon as I can, if you
don't spare her to Congress. Mr. Chase told me to-night
that Congress must have her. I have put her under the
care of Captain Forsyth to put in order, a very good man.

From your humble servant,
JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH.

To the bon'ble Council of Safety, at Annapolis.

JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, December 28th, 1776,

Sms: I wrote by Stephen Steward, acquainting you that
I had bought the fine brig, but I think her a dear bargain.

I have got a well-recommended Captain for her; and
Captain Forsyth has been this two days under his care.
I[ you keep her from Congress, who, I understand, wants

her, you may send up foUl' thousand pounds, by lVm. Crock-
ket, who is a safe hand, to pay for ship and cargo; twenty-
fire hundred and fifty for. tbe brig, and the fitting and cargo
will cost the other part of the four thousand pounds. Please
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write me about it. Mr. Crocket can teIl you more of the
Captain than I kno\\' ~f him. He recommended him to me.

Excuse haste. From your humble sel'vant,
JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH.

The Council of Safety, at Annapolis.

THOMAS JOHNSON, JUN., TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Frederick-Town, Saturday, 28th December, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Colonel Beatty teIls me Peter lUuned, who
was Captain, Adam Crusb, who was First Lieutenant, and

Adams, who was Second Lieutenant, of a company in
his battalion, and went to the Flying-Camp, refuse to hold
their commissions in his battalion. Crusb is in the regular
service; .lJ'laure, he says, desires to be so; and Adams says
he will not act at any time hereafter. AIl agree not to desire
Rny body who has retreated from the camp to go again.

Nicholas White, Colonel Beatty te]]s me, the company
are desirous he should be a Captain, and that he thinks him
a proper man. I ~hou]d therefore be glad you'd send him
a commission. "Te have a very deep snow. Upwards of
three hundred of Colone] Beatty's battalion hegin their
march to-morrolV. I wish they were better provided. I
am very desirous of hearing from your Board; and am,
gentlemen, your most obedient servant,

TH. JOHNSON,Jun.

The hon'ble Council of Safety of Maryland.

COLONEL MURDOCK TO MARYLANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY.
Montgomery County, December 28th, 1776.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS: In conseqnence of a
letter I received lately from Brigadier-General Johnson,
directing me to caIl together the battalion of Militia under
my command, to take an account of their arms, &c., to
prepare them for an immediate march, and to hold them-

seh'es in readiness for further orders, I have to acquaint you
that all this has been done agreeable to the said instruction.
I have also, in Committee of this County J seen two requisi-
tions of Congress to the same purport, directed to the Com-
mittee of Frederick County. Whereupon this Committee
has recommended it to the Militia to put themselves in
readiness to march to reinforce Genera] Washington, and
have requested the Colonels to call them together for that
p.urpose; a1\ this has likewise been done; and I have now
to inform you that not more than eighty-eight men of this
battalion are willing to march, in which number is incJuded
the greatest part of the officers belonging to the different
companIes.

From the disposition of many of the people, I am urged
to request you will inform me of the destination of these
troops, of the time they are to continue in actual service,
and whether your orders in particular are not immediately

. necessary towards forwarding this expedition, which, when
received, shall be punctually complied with, by, ,gentlemen,
your most obedient servant, J 1\'1OHN u. UUDOCK.

The.hon'b]e the Council of Safety of Maryland.

PHESJDENT OF CONGRESS TO THE COUNCIL OF lUASSACHU-
SETTS-BAY.

Baltimore, December 28th, 1776-fiv~ o'clock, a. m.

GENnEMEN: The necessity of having proper magazines
establisbed in places of security, has induced the Congress
to ord~r three to be erected: one in Virginia, one in Penn-
sylvania, and one in Brookfield, in .lJ'lassachusetts-Bay, with
an elaboratory adjacent to each. The foregoing resol ve re-
specting the magazine and elaboratory to be fixed at Brook-
field, I am directed to transmit to you, and to req\H'!st that
you will be pleased to take such measures as you judge
necessary for the immediate execution of it. I beg leave
to refer you to the resolve; and am, with every sentiment
of esteem, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,

JOHN HA;,;cocK, President.

lIon'l Council of Massachusetts-Bay.

a short time, ano will give every assistance in my power to
those whom you employ.

YOllare much wanted in Congress, though I know you
are of essential service at Philadelphia.

1 am, dear sir, yours sincerely,
The Hon'ble Robert ~Morris,Esq.

JAMES WILSON.

COM~,uTTEE FOR TRANSACTING CONTINENTAL BUSINESS TO

THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 31 December.]

Philadelphia, December 28th, 1776.

SIR : Your Committee have opened their office, and given
publick notice of their daily attendance to transact such
Continental business as may be proper and necessary in this
place. We wrote General Washington of our appointment,
ano proposed that he should forward his despatches to Con-
gress through our hands, unless when they might be of such
a nature as he would not choose any person should see them
before Congress. He approves this plan, as it will ease his
correspondence with us, and at the same time we shall re-
ceive information that will be necessary for our government
in many affairs that will most probably come under our con-
sideration.

You have enclosed herewith the General's account of the
action at Trenton, with a return of the prisoners, &c. Allow
us to congratulate Congress on this success, and to presage
that, if our good fortune is we]] followed up, our affairs will
very speedily wear a pleasing countenance. We take the
liberty to enclose, also, an extract of a Jetter f!'OmGeneral
Cadwalader to Genera] Putnam, by which it appears that
our enemies are panick-struck. We hope our troops will
follow them up, and not give them time to recover; and
shall write in this strain to General Washington, with an
as'surance that every man shall follow to his assistance that
can be prevailed on to move from this State; and we have
not a doubt but their spirits will now be up, and what they
have before thought dangers will vanish before them like a
VISion.

You'll observe, sir, that Mr. Cadwalader is now a Briga-
dier-General, made so by our Council of Safety; and you
cannot conceive what general satisfaction it gives. He is a
gentleman of amiable private character, fine fortune, numer-
ous connexions, has a martial spirit, and has. taken infiqite
pains to qualify himself for command. He is beloved by
his troops, and gains their confidence wherever he goes.
General Washington, in a Jetter to Congress some time past,
recommended their appointing this gentJeman a Brigadier-
General in the Continental service. His having recom-
mended him for that purpose, and our knowledge of his
merits, and a conviction that it would be vastly pleasing to
all the Associators of this State, prompts us to recommend
to Congress to do it immediately. He now commands the
Continental Colonels, and they cannot complain that he is
put over their heads. He is now leading on a valuable
band of men in your service, and the appointment will give
spirit and vigour to their operations. The present succeS3
will induce you to make other promotions; and we hope
this will not be neglected.

Weare sorry to inform you that Captain Robinson's in-
(ormation respecting his prize was premature. She is not
arrived, nor have we heard further from below, aJthough the
Ply has been sent down some days to reconnoitre. The
Wasp is gone to cruise outside the British Aeet. She took
a schooner, with molasses and rum, that had been taken by
the Roebuck.

We have the honour to remain, sir, your obedient ser-
vants.

John IIancock, Esq.

COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL W ASHTNGTON.

Philadelphia, December 28th, 1776.

DEARSIR: We have the pleasure to own receipt of your
acceptable favour of yesterday, by Colonel Baylor, and
most sincerely do we rejoice in your Excellency's success

JAMESWILSONTO ROBERTMORRIS. at Trentown, as we conceive it will have the most important
Baltimore,28th December,1776. publick consequences, and because we think it wiJl do jus-

DEAR SIR: The Committee of Congress at Philadelphia tice, in some degree, to a character we admire, and which
are directed, by a late resolution of Conl!;ress, to contract for we have long wished to appear in the world with that bril-
er~cting a magazil~e at Carlisle. I shall be at that place in liancy that success always obtains, and which the members
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of Congress know you deserve. Permit us to congratulate
you on t~is success, and to suppose it is only the beginning
of more Important advantages.

You will excuse us for taking up so much of your time
as will be necessary to read this letter, which is not intended
as an official letter of business, but merely to gratify our
present feelings, and to offer you such thoughts as occur on
the present state of affairs, without intenciing you the trouble
of any reply, as we know you have too much writinO"neces-
sarily. '"

It appears to us tbat your attack on Trentown was tota!]y
unexpecteci, the surprise complete, and tbe success beyonJ
expectation. Could Generals Ewing and Cadwalader have
executed their parts, no doubt bnt more good consequences
must have followed instantly. However, we apprehend it
is not yet too late, as it appears by General Cadwalader's
letter to General Putnam, tbat tbe enemv have abandoned
a]) tbeir posts from Bordentown downw;rds, and fled with
precipitation towards South-Amboy. It's probable tbey are
seized with a panick, whilst your forces are flushed with
success; and such precious moments should not be lost.
We apprehend, if your victory is immediately pursued, and
no time allowed the enemy to recover from their surprise,
you will have little difficulty in clearing the Jerseys of them.
It is probable that those troops whose times of inlistment
are now expiring wi]) follow their successful General, al-
though they would .have left him whilst acting a defensive
part. Be that as It may, we have the pleasure to know
tbat considerable bodies of Associators are marchinO" from
every part of this State to your assistance. These'" have
been put in motion when our affairs were at the worst; but
you have now given a spring to the tardy spirits, and we
think theit. numbers will be greatly augmented; in short, it
is our opinion that you may from this time form a reasonable
dependence on daily additions to your force. Common
fame will double the numbers of those that actua])y do turn
out; and if such reports reach our enemies, it will probably
have great effect on their fears, and assist wonderfully in
causing them to evac\late their lately-acquired territory in
New-Jersey.

We have received a letter Ii'om Colonel Fleming, of the
Ninth Virginia Regiment, which is on its march limn the
Eastern Shore; and we have ordered them a supply of
money at the Head of Elk, and the necessary clothinO" to
be got in readiness against they corne here. "Ve also expect
the Pennsylvania Regulars that have been lately raised in
the back Counties of this State; and we understand Militia
and other reinforcements are coming from ~Maryland and
Virginia. You may depend we will give every assistance
in anI' power to forward these reinforcements to you, and
that we shall assist and advise, far as we are able, in every
publick department here.

We have considered that part of your Excellency's letter
of the 25th instant, to Mr. Morris, that reJates to the sea-
men in the two New-England battalions, whose times ex-
pire with this year; and should any of them obstinately
persist in being discharged from your service on New Year's
day, we think it advisable to prevail on them to come down
here, and assist in getting the frigates out. When they
come, we will make the best bargain we can with them;
and if nothing else will do, we will engage to send them
home in one or two of those ships. If they come on these
terms, we think Captain Read and his officers should come
with tl!em, that we may, if possible, get away the Washing-
ton as well as the Delaware. Congress are very anxious
to have these ships out, and will be pleased if this measure
is pursued.

We cannot avoid mentioning that we don't think it ad-
visable to exchange your Hessian prisoners at this time.
We think their capture affords a favourable opportunity of
making them acquainted with the situation and circum-
stances of many of their countrymen, who came here with-
out ~ farthing ?f property, an~ have, by care and industry,
acqUired plentiful fortunes, which they have enjoyed in per-
fect peace and tranquillity until these invaders have thonO"ht
proper to disturb and destroy those possessions. It will "'be
proper to separate the officers from the men, and to canton
the latter in the back Counties; which may be done by the
Council of Safety, until the Congress are consulted thereon.

Your Excellency wi]) excuse us for troubling you with
our sentiments on these matters; and we tbink it necessary

to apologize for doing so, as it's probable the whoLe has oc-
curred to yourseJf.

"Ve remain, with perfect regard and esteem, your Excel-
lency's most obedient and most humble servants,

ROBT. MORRIS,
GEO. CLYMER,
GEO. WALTON.

His Excellency General Washington.
.

PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF SA.FETY TO ROBERT MORRIS.

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, 28th December, 1776.

SIR: Captain Francis Nichols, who succeeded to the
command of the late Captain Hendricks, who was killed
at Quebeck, has applied to us for the pay of his company.
He was referred to ]}Iease ~ Caldwell, who, we are told,
don't think it lies in their department. We should be glad
to know where the officers and men of that corps are to be
paid, as frequent application is made to this Board for tbat
purpose, and 'tis out of our power to give them satisfaction
on this head. Indeed, much of our time is spent in quiet-
ing the disconteuts of the soldiery, who have not their pay
regularly, and are in exceeding great distress for want of it.
Some general regulation in that department seems absolutely
necessary.

By order of Council:
DAVID RITTENHOUSE,V. President.

To the Honourable Robert Morris, Esq.

GENERAL MIFFLIN TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Bristo], Saturday evening, December 28, eight o'clock.

l\Jy DEARGENERAL: The enclosed I have this minute
received from an express sent by my order to General Cad-
walader. The General not knowing that I was here, did
not write to me; and as I supposed the contents of impor-
tance in my movemf'nts, I took the liberty to open tbe letter)
for which I must plead only the occasion in excuse.

I came here at four o'clock this afternoon. Five hundred
men, sent from Pliiladelphia yesterday, crossed to Bwling-
ton this morning; this evening I sent over near tbree hun-
dred more; to-morrow seven or eight hundred shall follow.
I will cross in the morning, and will endeavour to form tbem
into regiments and brigade. They consist of many differ-
ent corps, and want much regulation. If your Excellency
has any orders for me, other than to join General Cadwala-
der as soon as possible, please to favour me with such as are
necessary, and I will punctually obey them. Pennsylvania
is at length roused, and coming in great numbers to your
Exce]]ency's aid. !\Ir. Hall wi]] return with your orders.

I am infi)fmed tbat we cannm cross at Bordentown, nor
at any place between that place and this. I have no doubt
of effecting it here, having sent from Philadelphia in the
morning several fine boats, which are now here. ~-~

I most heartily congratn]ate your Excellency on your late_
~

capital stroke, and wish most ardently a repetition. "'
I am, with great affection and attachment, your Excel-

leney's obedient servant, T M '". HOMAS 1 IFFLIN.

His Excellency General Washington.
~

COLONEL CADWALADER TO GENERAL WASHINGTQN.
Bordenton, 28 December, 1776.

SIR: We arrived here about one o'clock, the alhance
party about ten. I have sent horsemen to reconnoit~; and
from every information the enemy left Allen- Town about
eigbt o'clock tbis morning. If I had been happy enou<rh
to have crossed at Dunk's Ferry, we should have completely
destroyed the Army in tbis quarter. I am informed that
the Hessians went off in the utmost confusion. J am sorry

some of the troops have marcbed up to Kirkbridgc
as it is impossible to get , the commanding officer at
Bristol, to I have about eighteen hundred men,
and Colonel Penrose informs me that he is advancing with
about five hundred men.

We shall pursue with my troops to-morrow before day.
Abont five hundred go this evening to Crosswix. The en-
emy are much encumbered with baggage and cattle. I hope
to fall on their rear.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
JOHN CADWALADER.

To his Excellency General Washington, Head-Quarters.
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GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENE~AL M'DOUGALL.

Head-Quarters, Newtown, 28th December, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I have yours of the 22d, and am sorry that
affairs bore so bad an aspect in your quarter at that time;
but I hope that the late success at T1'enton, on the 26th,
and the cQnsequences of it, will change the face of matters
Dot only there, but every where else. I crossed over to
Jersey the evening of the 25th, about nine miles above
Trenton, with upwards of two thousand men, and attacked
three regiments of Hessians, consisting of fifteen hundred
men, about eight o'clock next morning. Our men pushed
on with such rapidity that they soon carried four pieces of
cannon out of six, surrounded the enemy, and obliged thirty
officers and eight hundred and eighty-six privates to lay
down their arms, without firing a sbot. Our loss was only
two officers and two or tbree privates wounded. The enemy
had between twenty and thirty killed. We should have
made the whole of tbe.m prisoners, could Genera] Ewing
ha \'e passed the Delaware at Trenton, and got in tbeir rear;
but tbe ice prevenied bim. I am informed tbat Count Don-
nop, with tbe" remainrler pf the Army below Trenton, de-
camped immediately upon this news, and is on his march
towards SOILth-Amboy. Generals Mijflin, Ell!ing, and Cad-
walader, have already passed over to Jersey, with a capital
force, and I shaH follow with the Continental regiments as
soon as they have recovered froll) their late fatigue, which
was indeed very great. I bope you, sir, General "Maxwell,
(to whom I have wrote,) Colonel Vose, Colonel Ford, and
every gentleman who is well affected, will exert yourselves
in encouraging the .Militia, and assuring them that nothing is
wantin" but for them to lend a hand, and driving the enemyo .
from the whole Province of Jersey. Pray watch the motIOns
of the enemy, and if they incline to retreat or advance, harass
their rear and flanks; but at all events endeavour to collect
a body of men to be ready to join me, or act otherwise, as
occasion shall require.

Your son was mentioned among the first of our prisoners
that I demanded in exchange j but General Howe (or lVIr.

Loring in bis absence) sent out others than (hose I de-
manded. I have remonstrated to him upon this head, and
have assured him that I will send in no more prisoners till
he sends out tbe paroles of tbe officers taken in Canada.

I am yours, &c., G W;rO. ASHINGTON.

To Brigadier-General McDougall.

GENEnAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL MAXWELL.

Head-Quarters, December 28th, 1776.

SIR: As I am about to enter the Jerseys with a consider-
able force immediately, for the purpose of attempting a re-
covery of that country from the enemy, and as a diversion
on your quarter may greatly facilitate tbis event by distract-
ing and dividing their troops, I must request you will co1\ect

-all the force in your power togetber, and annoy and distress
them by every means wbich prudence can suggest. It will
be ~xceedingly proper for you to use every argument to in-
spiriL and encourage the Militia, as also to prevail on the
troops-commanded by Co]one] Vose to continue longer in
service. You may assure the Militia that every effort shall
be made to rescue tlwir country from the hands of tbe ene-
my, and that with tbeir concurrence I hope and expect to
effect it. It may be urged to the Eastern troops with great
truth, that if a successful opposition is not made to tbe enemy
in the Jerseys, their country will not remain long free li'om
tbe ra vages of war.

I have the pleasure to inform you of tbe success of an
enterprise which took effect the 26th instant, at Tnnton.
On the night of the preceding day, I crossed the Delaware,
with a detachment of the Army, under my command,
amounting to about twenty-foUt. hundred. The difficulties
arising in the passage of the river prevented my arriving at
the town as soon as I expected, by which means the attack
did not commence till eight o'clock; when our troops pressed
forward with so mucb ardour and spirit, as never to suffer
them to form complete]y. About seven hundred of the
enemy ran away in the beginning of the action; the rest,
amounting to one thOl)sand, including thirty officers, after
making a feeble opposition, laid down their arms and sur-
rendered themsel ves prisoners of war. We have taken
about one thousand stand of arms, four standards, and six

pieces of brass artillery, with some other stores. I have is-
sued some orders to-day for the encouragement of the troops
whose terms are near expiring, which I shall be glad you will
immediately communicate to them in your orders.

I am, sir, YOtll'S,&c., G ,yO. ASHINGTON.
To Brigadier-General Maxwell.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL HEATH.

Head-Quarters, 28th December, 1776.

DEAR Sm.: Since I had tbe pleasure of informing you
yesterday of our success at Trenton, I bave received advice
that Count Dormop, with the remainder of tbe enemy's
Army, immediately upon the news, decamped, and was on
his retreat towards South-Amboy. On hearing this, Colonel
Cadwalader and General Ewing passed the river, with the
troops under their command, and Genera] MijJlin will follow
this day, with a considerable body of Militia from Pennsyl-
vania, from whence large reinforcements are coming in. I
purpose to go over myself, with tbe whole of the Continental
troops, as soon as they are refreshed and reco~'ered of th0.ir
late fatigue. These added together, will make our force
very respectable. I have wrote to General McDougall and
General J}[axwell, who are atlHorristown, and have desired
them to collect as large a body of Militia as they possibly
can, and whether the enemy advance or retreat, harass
them on flank and rear. If tbey cannot be brought to that,
to keep them imbodied till they are joined by our regular
troops. Things being in this situation, I think a fair oppor-
tunity is off!;:Jred of driving the enemy entirely from, or at
least to the extremity of the Province of Jersey. I would
therefore ha ve you ad vance as ra pidl y as the season will
admit, with the Eastern Militia, by the way of Hackensack,
and proceed downwards till you heat from me. I don't
think there is the least danger of the enemy's making any

move towards tbe Highlands at this season of the year; tbat
they cannot do it by water is most certain.

I am, dear sir, yours, &c., G ';yo. f A.5HINGTON.

To Major-General Heath.

LORD STIRLING TO GOVERNOUR LIVINGSTON.

New-Town, December 28th, 1776.
My DEAR SIR: I dare say you have heard of our little

expedition to Trentown on the night of the 25th; the result
was, that we made a most complete surprise on tbem, and
have taken and killed at least one thousand two hundred of
the best Hessian troops, with their artillery and stores. The
effect is amazing; the enemy have deserted Borden- Town,
Black Horse, Burlington, Mount-Holly, and are fled to
South-Amboy. Weare now in possession of all those
places, and the spirit of that part of the country is roused j
every part of New.Jersey will take spirit if proper measures
be adopted. It will in New-Jersey now greatly depend on
your Legislature exerting themsel ves. The Speaker of your
A.ssemlAy has summoned its members to be at tbe Four
Lanes, about four mi]es from hence, on Thursday next. .It
will be of infinite use that you and some of your Council
could be there at the same time, in order to have an imme-
diate meeting of your Legislature. I hope we shall soon be
in full possession of New-Jersey; but there is an absolute
necessity of a new arrangement of the offic~s of your quota
of the troops for tbe Continental service. As things now
stan~], no man of spirit will serve, nor will anyone exert
themselves in the recruiting service until the appointments
of officers is altered j if this is not immediately done the
force of Netv-Jel'sey is lost. Corne, for God's sake, and see
tbese matters regulated; let merit in service, and not dirty
connexions, take pface. Excuse all this freedom: I write
this at tbe request of General Washington, with a very lame
hand, but I hope it will be welJ enough to give them another
drubbing soon. I had the honour to make two regiments of
them surrender prisoners of war, and to treat them in such
a style as will make the rest of them more willing to sur-
render than to 6ght.

Several regiments of the Continental troops are now in
JYLorris Count)', and some in Bergen Count)'. If your
Militia would now exert themselves in small sco\lting parties,
and fall on their detached cantonments, or their line of march
in retre~t, they would be completely knocked up. Now is

*
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the time to exert every nerve; and jf we do, General Howe'~
Army will be ruined; they will have no recruits in the
spring, and the next campaign wi I] be our own. God bless
you: be active, and make the State of New-Jersey what it
ought to be.

Most affectionately yours, STIRLISG.

JOSHUA LORING (ENGLISH COMmSSARY) TO NEW-YORK CON-

VENTION.

Ne\v-York, Deeember 28th, 17i6,

GENTLEMEN: Majors Campbell, Dnnbar, and Hughes,
Captain Robertson, and Doctor Gill, being taken prisoners
in Canada, and now duly exchanged agreeable to General
Washington's desire, I am directed by the Commander-in-
Chief to apply to you for a safe pass, and your assistance
to them in returning to Canada, as they belong to that district.
They will wait here for your answer, which request may be
as soon as possible,either by a flag of truce to our out-posts at
King's Bridge, or any other, tbe most expeditious, way.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient and most humble
servant,

J ' L C .
fi P

.
os A ORING, ommlssary or nsoners.

GENERAL SIR WILLIAM HOWE TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN.

New-York, 28th December, 17i6.

My LORD: Lieutenant-Colonel White, who has served
Q volunteer in this Army for a part of tbe campaign, and
to whom I have given the care of my despatches by this
conveyance, has mentioned to me a plan he had the honour
of proposing to the Secretary at War, a short time before
he left England, for drafting forty or fifty volunteers from
each regiment of Dragoons in England, with officers in pro-
portion, to form a battalion to serve on foot in America.
As this scheme would add to the Army an exceeding ser-
viceable corps, and well officered, I would humbly submit
tbe propriety of it to your Lordship's consideration, and if
approved, hope your Lordship will lay it before the King.
I do not dwell upon the particulars of this proposal, as
Lieutenant-Colonel .White will have the honour of giving
your Lordship all the information that may be required, fur-
ther than to recommend him for the command.

I have the honour to be, your Lordship's faithful and
most obedient servant, WILL. HowE.

PHILIP SKENE TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

New-York, the 28th of Deeember, lii6.

SIR: I heat'two servants of mine are confined at Litch-
field, in your Province, Mr. Sanger the one, Mr. Ludlow
the other. As their dUty, and bread, led them, as servants,
to be careful of my property under them, am induced to
write, that upon inquiry they may be returned to their trust,
agreeable to the protection given to my estate by Conaress.

The inhabitants on Skenesborough are my tenants ~nder
rent; fi'om them Committees are formed; Mr. Langdon as
my clerk, to receive my rents when they offered it. No
doubt they wonld wish to remove him and me, so circum-
stanced, as well as Mr. Ludlow, my steward; hut their
principle is no reason that our good constitution should be
destroyed, and the faithful servant should be imprisoned,
where men of better reason govern. Lord Howe has set
al\ the people taken in his department at liberty, who were
not taken in arms, nnd means so to do; and I am happy
to find the General will not take any subject for his princi-
ples, not being in arms. It would be felo de se to the very
constitution he means to protect; and I hope your Honour
will upon inquiry discharge my servants, and let them about
their business, as they never did nor will take arms. As to
myself I shall sail for Europe in a few days, and hope to be
early in the spring at Crown-Point, &c., should not peace
take place before that time. The prisoners from the south-
ard are all arrived and exchanged. It now rests with you,
sir, to forward those in your Province to exchange, and
make no doubt but YOll will sympathize, so far as jn you
lies, to relieve the distressed captives.

I have the honour to be, your Honour's most obedient,
humble servant, PHILIP SKENE.

P. S. I inquired for Mr. Lee, a friend of Mr. Wadsworth,
but cannot find him. Please to let him know this.

Jonathan Trumbnll, Es,!., Governour of Connecticut.

ALEXANDER WALLACE TO GOUVERNEUR MORRIS.

New-York, 28th Deeember, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I got safe. home bere on the 25th July, and
found. all my family in, good health except my son Hugh,
who IS v;ry ba~, and little hopes of his recovery. Mrs.
Hllgh H allaee IS pre.tty well III health, but very unhappy
about her husband being kept so long from her; and what
adds to her distress is the very heavy Joss she has met with

ab?ut ten days ago, in losing all her plate. She sent it to
Richard Yates, last summer, at Aquacknack, to be kept
there, as a place of.safety, bt~t upon his leaving that plnce,
he had the box which contained the plate put on board a
brig comman.ded by Captain Roche, bou~tI to this place.
About five 11J1lesbelow Hackensac7c, the bng was seized by
a party of your Army, and all the goods taken out. The
plate c~st upwards of fifteen hundr~d pounds, this currency.
She tlunks the g.entlernen belongmg to the Convention,
when they know It beIonas to her, will order it to be sent
her immediately, as it wo~ld be very hard indeed to send
her husband away to Connecticut, and aJlow her property
to. be pI?ndered. I must requ~st the fa\'Our of you to get
this affair settled as soon as possible. Enclosed is an inven-

tOl1'.of the plate. It was al] in one box. l\I y papers, &c.,
are III much better order than I expected, but my brother
and I shall suffer greatly by being sent away from our pro-
perty. I have sent your letter to your mother, who is very
well, as .are all your old friends. I shall go and see your
mother III a few days. General Robinson assures me all
the women and children, who have a mind to 0"0to their
husbands or friends, h~ve liberty to go by this flag or any
other way they may thmk proper. I am sorry Major Fish
~1asnot liberty to come on shore, or that Mr. Scott's request
IS not grante?" Be as.sured I have done all in my power,
but haveno mte,rest wIth General lIowe. He is too busy
at present sendmg despatches to England, to be seen.
Y Oil will please present mycomplimentsto all fi'iends; and
be assured I am, with great esteem, your much oblirred
humble scn'ant, A W

t:I'

LEXANDER ALLACE..

Please deliver tbe enclosed letters. Give the one for
Hugh Wallace,to Mr. SamuelLoudon, to be sent by post.
My brother has lost all bis clothes in tl18 Jerseys. Mrs.
Wallace sent them there. Tell Mr. John Ten BrocTeI have
not yet seen MI'. May, but am told he is here.

Gouverneur JJ10rris, Esq., at Fish Kills.

The contents of a chest of Plate belonging to HUGH W AL-
LACE, Esq.

1 tea urn, 1 sngar dish,
1 epergne, 1 funnel,
1 very largebowl, ] fish trowel,
4 candlesticks, 6 salts,
1 large puddingdish, 6 salt spoons,
2 small do., 2 mustard pots with spoons,
2 large salvers, 6 skewers,.-
3 small do., 2 milk pots,

.

1 large tankard, 1 tea chest with canisters;
1 coffee pot, I sugar tongs, ~

] pitcher, 4 labeJsfor bottles,
1 cruet stand, 4 tumblers,
4 long-handle spoons, 4 rummel'S,
4 scollop do., 2 black jacks,
I dozen table spoons, ] large soup ladle,
] dozen dessert SpOOI1S, 1 marrow spoon.

GENERAJ, HEATH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Peek's Ki1I, December 28, lii6.
DEAR GENERAl',: I bave just recei\'ed the honour of

yours of the 21st instant, and am much distressed to hear
of the disagreeable situation that your ExceJlency is like
soon to be in.

None of the Eastern Militia have as yet arrived that I
know of, except those mentioned in my letter of yesterday.
When they come in 1 shall endeavour strictly to observe
your Excellency's directions.

It is truly surprising that whilst the New-Enrrland Militia
are marcbing hundredsof miles in a severe

b
season and

leaving a large body of tbe enemy near the centre of'tbeir
country, and none but Militia to oppose their attempts to
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ravage, those who are in immediate danger of destruction
should need rousing from a stupid lethargy to save them-
..elves; and it will be more so if they should not be roused.

Philadelphia is undoubtedly an object of great impor-
tance, but I think cannot be more so than these passes, of
which, if the enemy should avail themselves, all communi-
cation between the Eastern and Southern States will be
entirely cut off; and I cannot but think this to be a prin-
cipal object with the enemy.

If I may be allowed to express my own opinion, I think
the service cannot, under present circumstances, be better
promoted than by posting a respectable body of troops in
West- Chester County, and another in tbe Jerseys, extend-
ing from Tappan to Morris- Town. This will produce a
diversion on the side of the enemy, and at tbe same time
secure our own communication; whilst in the other ease I
think it will be in danger of being cut off. Your Excel-
lency's superiour wisdom will, however, best determine
wbat should be done.

By a person the day before yesterday fi'om New- York,
we have a confirmation tbat General Howe is returned to
that place, and that barracks are taking up with the greatest
expedition, and that a brigade of Hessians have moved up
to King's Bridge.

If tbe Eastern Militia should arrive, agreeable to your
Excellency's expectations, I shall without loss of time move
forward with them to join your Excellency; being deter-
mined, while I continue in tbe Army, instantly to yield a
cheerful obedience to your Excellency's commands.

The Committee from the State of ltlassachusetts-Bay,
when they left this place, committed to my care the com-
missions, beating orders, &c., for their officers, desiring that
I would issue tbem, agreeable to the directions given to
them; and that I would transmit to them a list of tbe staff
for the regiments in the Southern department belonging to
that State, for their confirmation and appointment. My
excursion into the Jerseys immediately afterwards put it out
of my power to pay attention to it. Tbe present scattered
state of tbe field officers of the several regiments still con-
tinues it out of my power to answer their expectations.

Tbe recruiting service is an object of the highest impor-
tance, for upon tbe speedy raising and disciplining a new
Army is suspended the fate of America and of unborn mil-
lions. It is vain to trust to a Militia. Many of those be-
longing to this State, wbo have been lately called out under
General. Clinton, have returned borne in three or four days'
time.

As I think the enemy are now going into winter quarters,
01' will in a few days, 1 solicit your Excellency for"lea ve to
ride to New-England for a short time, as I am confident
that the publick service may be promoted thereby; and as
tbere are but few Continental troops now in the field, and
a great number of General Officers present, and at the same
time the Militia which are coming from ltlassachusetts-Bay
fully officered, and commanded by a gentleman of whose
"jUdgment and abilities" YOUI'Excellency bas expressed" a
very lligh opinion," I think I cannot better serve the publick
cause than by paying a particular attention to the forming
of the new regiments of that State, of which not only myself,
but also the officers, are very desirous. The number of regi-
ments wllich are to be raised by]}'assachusetts-Bay, I tbink
affords mc- ground for a better plea than can be made by
any other officer. I ask not for, neither do I desire any
particular station, and it is my bighest ambition to obey
your Excellency's orders; but shall I be thougbt immodest
if I express a desire to command the troops raised by tbe
State to wbich I belong? This they are anxious of; this
I most ardently solicit. To your Excellency's wise deter-
mination 1 submit it.

Tbis moment the express from Providence calls in, on
his way to your Excellency, with the agreeable news of the
arrival of tbe Alfred's prize, on which I most beartily con-
gratulate your Excellency. I have also just received a
letter from Brigadier-General Warner, informing that one
regiment of the lHassachu~etts Militia are on their march
from Danbury to this place, and others soon expected there.
General Lincoln is still. behind; h~ was some time since at
Providence, but now on hig march. General Pomroy is
coming Colonel of a regiment from the County of Hamp-
shire.

I shall invariably pursue your Excellency's orders, but

request your indulgence of my desire so far as it is consist-
ent with the publick good, for which I am determined to
sacrifice every consideration.

I ha ve the honour to be, with great respect and esteem,
your Excellency's most humble servant,

W. HEATH.

His Excellency General Washington.
P. S. I am just informed that the enemy are making a

large numberof sleds in New-York. I am also informed
by a person from tbat place, tbat a number of men are em-
ployed by Billy Bayard to intercept our intelligence if
possible. It therefore behooves our post-riders to be very
careful. W. H.

GENERAL ARNOLD TO GENERAL HEATH.

Fish Kill, December 28th, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: Tbis minute I arrived here .from Head-
Qual.ters, on my way to join our Army at or near Provl~dence.
I ha ~.e received ex press orders from General Washington
to forward on the Militia from ~Massachusetts and Connecticut
as fast as possible to Head-Quarters, as his Excellency has
very little dependence on tbe Militia of Pennsylvania,
Jerseys, or on the troops he now has, their times of inlist-
ment being so near at an end. He apprebends it will be
very difficult to retain them any considerable time.

I have the pleasure to hear this minute that a large num-
ber of the Militia are arrived at Peak's Kills. I make no
doubt you will forward them on as fast as possible. Gen-
eral Washington will be glad to know as early as possible
what number there are, and when he may expect they will
join him.

I am, with esteem, d€ar Genera], your obedient, humble
servant, B. ARNOLD.

Major-General Heath.

JONATHAN POLLARD TO WII,LIA)! DUER.

Head-Q.uarters, Peeks]{ill, December 28th, 1776.

SIR: I yesterday, by order of General Heath, wrote to
tbe honourable President of your Convention, wherein I
mentioned the names of the prisoners desired to be sent to
Glo'ucester County, and also that the four last had not
passed examination.

The General further desires that they may be examined
as soon as may be, as he thinks they will appear innocent.

I now send them on to you, under a guard of a Sergeant
and ten men.

I am, sir, with respect, your humble servant,
JONA. POLLARD, A. D. C.

To William Duer, Esq.

Peeks Kill, 28th December, 1776.

To the Captain of the ltrain Guard:
SIR: Send to the General's quarters, under a proper

guard, Sergeant Gripp, Sergeant Hathaway, Corporal
Seers, and Corporal Gray.

By order of Major-General Heath.
EBEN. HUNTI"GTON,Dept. AdJ. Gen'l.

NEW-YORK CONVENTION TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read Junuary 14th: Referred to the Board of War.]

In Convention of the Representatives of the State of New. York, ~
Fishkill, December 28th, 1776. 5

SIR: I am directed by the Convention 'to make a second
application to Congress upon the subject of clothing and
blankets for our troops. It is needless to repeat that the
distresses of tbis State incapacitated us from procuring the
necessary supplies of these articles; and any person who
considers that we are entirely secluded from the sea, that
we have no kind of commerce, and that in the Eastern
States these articles ha ve been taken for the use of the troops
as they might send, will readily perceive that unless Con-
gress will make an order in our favour for as much as will
he neces..sary for the men raised within this State, tbey must
go utterly naked; and how far this is consistent with the
good of the service and the safety of America, it will not be
difficult to determine. It is highly distressing to us to be
besieged by ragged wretches, asking wherewithal to hide
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them from the inclemencies of the season; and this distress
will be infinitely increased if, after repeated endeavours to
warm them with hope, we shall be at Jast reduced to the ne-
cessity oftelJing them that although tllere are materials enough
in America for their comfortable accommodation, we have
not sufficient interest to procure any, and that therefore they
must even freeze as patiently as they can. This is no exagge-
ration. The people of this State believe, and we hope with
justice, that the captures and importations lately made on
account of Congress are amply sufficient for all their troops.
If we now had a sufficiency of clothes and blankets, our
proportion of troops could take the field very soon compJete.
If these things cannot be procured they must disband in a
short time. For these reasons we have written to Congress,
confiding in their wisdom to make a proper provision for
this service in such manner as they shall think best.

The Convention, sir, further direct me to assure Congress
that it is wi~h much reluctance they are obliged to step out
of their own li\le and animadvert upon matters within the
department of others; but the dictates of humanity oblige
them to mention, that there are numbers of sick in this place
dying for want of the commonest attentions. Without
blankets, medicines, and the proper care of physicians, they
afe reducerl to the lowest ebb of human wretchedness; and
what astonishes us still more-what, indeed, hardly any evi-
dence would make a man of sense believe, is, that between
two and three hunrlred soldiers are now here returned unfit
for duty, because there is not sulphur to cure them of the
itch. We mnst, therefore, submit it to Congress whether
it would not be proper to have some arrangements made for
a hospital, in such manner as at least to leave men who are
sick a possibility of recovering.

I am further directed, sir, to inform you that the Conven-
tion view with the most anxious solicitude the several fruit-
less attempts made to prevent the enemy penetrating the
interiour parts of this State through Hudson's river. The
successful exertions we have lately made in fa~'our of New-
Jersey will convince every candid mind that our emotions
arise from the importance of this object to the freedom of
America, more than from the immediate danger to which
our own territory is exposed. For however this State may
have been censured for a listless inattention to the great
cause in which we are engaged, and however severe the
trial of her virtue rluring the campaign, we still dare to sac-
rifice the little which is left us. But when we consider tbat
the Joss of what country still remains to us would give a
fatal stab to the freedom of our sister States, we then feel
the deepest concern at beholding this great river open to the
incursions of the enemy's fleets. Those fortifications which
have been erected w;re constructed without skill, and yet
remain incomplete; what is still worse, they are in a great
measure unprovided of cannon. On this side the Highlands,
the navigation may, we believe, be effectually obstructed,
and such works erected as not only to cover those obstl:UC-
tions, but to endanger any vessel which should attempt to
remove them; while, upon a supposition that one or two of
the enemy's ships should force a passage, the frigates now
in our river, if properly equipped, would be able to cope
with them. But how are these objects to be effected with-
out engineers, sailors, or cannon? \Ve must, therefore, en-
treat Congress to pay a particular attention to the welfare
of America in this important instance.

The Convention, sir, are also much concerned to find that
the laying up proper magazines of provisions and forage hath
as yet been utterly neglected; and I am sorry to add, that
in the next campaign, unless great attention be paid to these
things, the enemy_ will be in the full career of yictory before
our Army can take the field. Whether the appointing a
Commissary of Forage would not in some sort remedy this
inconvenience, by relieving the Quartermaster from a bur-
then he cannot possibly undergo eonsistent with the due
attention to the business of this department, must be sub-
mitted to your better judgment; and at the same time, we
would suggest that as it is of some advantage to General
Officers to be acquainted with tbe country in which they are
to march and fight, it would not be quite useless to have a
proper department for sketchin(T out these rivers, roads, de-
files, &c., which may soon be the scenes of important trans-
actions. But should these hints be thought of so much
consequence as to obtain a part in your deliberations, we
.must take the liberty of cautioning Congress against the

hasty appointment of persons inadequate to the duties of their
offices and unacquainted with the resources of the country;
and we are sorry to apologize for this freedom of observing
that such appointments have in some instances already been
almost fatal to the service; not to mention the indecency
(much too frequent among some of the officers) of applying
not only to the Convention, but even to the County Com-
mittees, for instructions and assistance in the very line of
their duty.

As two of the Delegates from this State, Mr. Livingston
and Colonel Floyd, have left Philadelphia, and the Conven-
tion did not know whether Mr. Lewi.y was certainly there,
I am directed, sir, to enclose you a copy of an Address of
this Convention to their constiwents. The Convention in-
tended to have it translated into German, and three hundred
copies sent hither for the use of such of their inhabitants as
speak that language. If Mr. Lewis is now at Philadelphia he
will take care to complete this business; and if not, we must
entreat that Congress will be pleased to direct it at the ex-
pense of this State, for which we shall be much obliged, as
it may, in the opinion of this Convention, tend in some sIllall
degree to rouse the people from that lethargick situation
which must in the end prove fatal to American freedom.
\Ve ou]y lament that the Congress themselves have not paid
some small attention to this object, since the wisdom of their
councils anrl their own dignity must have given infinite
weight to sentiments of such general importance.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient and very
humble servant.

By order: AB'M TEN BROECK, President.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Conti-
nental Congress.

January 1st, 1777.

SIR: Since writing the above letter, the Convention are
informed tbat Congress have given orders to the Commis-
sary and Quartermaster-General to Jay up magazines of
forage, to the perfecting of which business the Convention
will give every assistance in their power.

\Ve congratulate you, sir, and the Congress upon the suc-
cess of your arms at Trenton, and wish the New Year may
be attended witb frequent instances of the s:,lme happy com-
plection.

I have the honour to be, &c.,
AB'M TEN BROECK, President.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq.

REPORT ON SALTPETRE IN NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

A. M., December 28th, 1776.

lVIr. David Gelston, one of the Committee formerly ap-
pointed on the] 4th day of October to have the Saltpetre
manufactured in Suffolk County, and tbence removed_to
Connecticut, transported to this State, delivered in their Re-
port; which was read, and is in the words following, to wit:

Your Committee appointed to transport to this place the
Saltpetre manufactured upon Long-Island, and tro.ngported
to Connecti{;ut, do report:

0

That whereas MI'. Gelston has collected from supdry per-
sons fi~'e hundred and eighty-five pounds fourt~en ounces,
part of which he has paid for to the amount oC~.l28 5s.,
and that there is in the bands of other persons a quantity of
Saltpetre manufactured upon Long-Island, to the amount of
six or seven huqdred pounds, or thereabouts, making in the
whole about twelve hundred pounds, which will amount,
at 6s., to £360: And whereas Mr. Gelston has. received
£ on account,

Therefore Resolved, That this Convention advance to
Mr. Gelston the sum of £300, to enable him to pay for the
same, and transport it to this place as soon as may be with
convemency.

And whereas the persons who have manufactured the
Saltpetre purchased hy Mr. Gelston have suffered the loss
of their works by the enemy's taking possession of Long-
Island: And whereas the Convention of this State did, on
tbe fifteenth day of October last, agree to give 8s. 6d. per
pound for all such Saltpetre as should be made in this State
out of materials col\ect~ withiQ the same, from the said
]5th day of October last until the 1st day of January, 1778:

Therefore Resolt'ed, That Mr. Gelston be authorized to
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give the fUl'ther sum of 2s. 6d. per pound for the Saltpetre
above-mentioned, as an indemnification for the loss of such
works as aforesaid; and that he be allowed a further sum
of £, 150 to enable him to pay the same; and that he ac-
count to this or a future Legislature for the moneys by him
so received. D GAVID ELSTON.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Middletown, December 28th, 1776.

SIR: The General Assembly of this State, at their last
session, in November last, ordered foul' battalions to be raised
in this State, to march and be stationed as part of the Con-
tinental Army, and to serve until the 15th of March, while
our quota of said Army is fi1ling up. Considerable progress
is made therein; but fearing there would not a sufficient
number of them arrive in season, and before the term of
our troops in the service should expire, and hearing of the
situation of our affairs and the efforts of General Rowe to
penetrate to the capital of Pennsylvania, the said General
Assembly, now sitting here, zealously disposed to promote
the common cause of America, and lend all tbe aid in their
power, having issued out pressing recommendations to all
denominations of men in the western parts of this State
immediately to exert themselves and cheerfully engage as
volunteers, and march with all possible speed for the assist-
ance of General Washington's Army, for the term of two
months, and not longer without their own free consent,-in
consequence of which, several companies (I have not yet
ascertained how many) of able, substantial freeholders, many
of them not belonging to the Militia, have engaged with a
generous ardour to serve as above. They were allowed to
have chosen their own officers. In some instances which I
have heard of already, field officers at home have accepted
the command of companies, (a laudable condescension and
zeal.) I thought it, therefore, my duty, and justice to their
spirit and patriotism, to inform you of their character and
the circumstances of their undertaking, and to request you
to consider them in a favourable light, to support and afford
them all the necessaries of tents, camp utensils, and every
proper convenience in your power. It is not possible for us
to supply them with those articles, as we are extremely ex-
hausted. The disposition and spirit of the inhabitants of
this State is unaltered, but we are weakened by the constant
demand of men and every kind of clothing, &c. Our whole
Militia have had their turns of duty, and have suffered
greatly by hardships and sickness, and many deaths of val-
uable and substantial officers and men, and a larger number
now at Providence and on our sea-coasts, so that they can-
not but feel a good deal of discouragement; but I hope will
soon recruit their health and spirits. From your knowledge
.of human nature, sense of the importance of our COlvmon
cause, and your own honour and humanity, I have not tbe
least doubt of your treating these volunteers, and all under
your command, with all the favour, generosity, and goodness,
III your power.

I am, witb great respect and esteem, your most obedient
and very_ humble servant. -

To his E~cellency General Washington, and the Command-
ers OITany posts of the Continental Army.

JONATHAN WARNER TO GENERAL HEATH.

Danbury, December 28th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Agreeable to request, I have ordered one
regimentto marchthismorningforPeekskill. I shouldhave
sent them forward sooner, but it was not in my power to
procure provisions sufficient for the march. It is very un-
happy for us that there was nobody appointed in this place
to supply these troops. I applied to :Mr. John McLain,
who has done all in his power to help us to bread, and is
willing to undertake to supply the whole of the Bay recruits
now on their march, provided he be properly deputized and
appointed by authority for that purpose; and I fear that we
shall be unable properly to supply the men, except that
should be the case. I shall do all in my power to forward
the troops as fast as they come up. I forwarded the express
to General Lincoln, but have had no return.

I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient, humble
servant,

JONA. WARNER.

N. B. Mr. McLain is one of the Selectmen and Com-
mittee for this town, and is a very suitable person, in my
opinion, to be appointed a Deputy Commissary, and I think
it highly necessary tbat he should be immediately deputized
for that purpose.

COM~IODORE HOPKINS TO JOHN LANGDON.

On board the Warren, between Providen
.

ce and Newport, ~
December 28th, 1776. 5

SIR: Captain Whipple, late of tbe Columbus, his officers
and men, understand you have sold and collected the money
for the prize ship Royal Exchange; and as the service of the
States will not permit the officers and people to go to the
different States to collect their prize money, they have sent
1\11'.Joseph lIardy, clerk of the Columbus, to bring it on
board to be distributed. I tbink it will be for the general
good that you pay him the captors' part, first deducting your
commissions; and his receipt will be your discharge for said
part.

I am, with great regard, sir, your most humble servant,
ESEK HOPKINS.

To John Langdon, Esq., Continental Agent for tbe State
of New-Hampshire.

CmlMODORE HOPKINS TO JOHN BRADFORD.

On board the Warren, between Providence and Newport, ~
December 28th, 1776. 5

SIR: I received your favour of the 24th instant. Am
glad that care is taken to unload the Mellish, which, by a
letter received from Mr. Jarvis, I believe is done. I am
extremely obliged to you for the favour done me by su pp]y-
ing my son with thirty pounds, which was sufficient for him;
but am at a loss how you should think my prize money was
connected with tbe company's, as the Congress have settled
my part at one-twentieth of the captors' part. I have applied
to Captain Whipple in respect to sending you a list of the men
concerned, but as the greatest part of the officers and men
are now on duty on board the several vessels in this barbour,
the general interest of tbe country will not permit their ap-
plying in person to the several agents for their money, so tbat
if it can't be distributed to them on board, they must go
without it; to remedy which, Captain Whipple, his officers
and people, ha ve sent Mr.lIardy, clerk of tbe Columbus, to
bring the money on board, whicb I hope will be agreeable,
you first taking out your commissions and the money you
advanced my son, and :Mr. I-lardy's receipt will be your
discharge. Captain Whipple would not have taken this step
if there was any other way to satisfy his officers and people.
Shan be greatly ob]iged to you if you will take care of my
part of the other prizes within your jurisdiction until you
receive my orders to senrl it me.

I am, with esteem, sir, your humble servant,
ESEK HOPKINS.

P. S. Enclosed you have a copy of the resolve of Con-
gress in respect to my share of tbe prize money.

1'0 John Bradford, Esq., Continental Agent at Boston.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO J.EONARD JARVIS.

On board the Warren, between Providence and Newport, ~
December 28th, 1776. 5

SIR: I received your favour of the 24th instant, and am
glad to hear the goods are secured out of reach of the enemy,
as they are much wanted by our Army. I was not know-
ing to Mr. Russel's coming to assist you, but believe it was
done by the Governour and Council, with the advice of
some of the principal men of your State. I desired Mr.
Tillinghast to send Mr. Jenckcs to assist in procuring the
carts, which I did by the advice of General Lincoln, and
can assure you it was done with a view of the general good,
and not with any design of intruding on your department, as
I could not te\l whether you might arrive at home soon
enough for that purpose, and on seeing a letter from you to
lVIr. Tillinghast was surprised you should take it amiss.

I am, sir, your humble servant,
ESEK HOPKINS.

To Mr. Leonard Jarv1s, Deputy Agent for tbe State of
.Massachusetts.
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BENJAMIN HARRISON TO 1IIARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, December 29, 1i76.

SIR: It is the wish of the Committee of Secret Corre-
spondence to avoid as much as possible doing injury to the
State of Maryland, for which reason they return you many
thanks for your obliging comp1iance with their request as to
the brig; but seeing the great prejudice their taking of her
would be to the Stale, most willingly give her up, provided
the Council shall favour them with a small armed scbooner
now in this port, which they hope will answer their purpose.
The price will be left to your honourable Board, which it
is expected will be what she cost the State. Y aliI' imme-
diate answer wiJI much oblige your most humble servant.

To the President of the Council of Safety of Maryland.

EENJAlIlJN RUMSEY TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Joppa, 29th December, 1776.

I do hereby certify, that I am and have been for a num-
ber of years acquainted with Captain Bennett ~Mathew;
that during a great part of tbat time he followed the sea,
and commanded a ship, of wbich he was, as I understand,
half owner; that I bave always heard that h.e had served
a regular apprenticeship to the sea, and foJlowed it till a few
years ago, when he retired to a paternal estate. He has
always bore the character of an ex pert and able seaman,
and on shore an honest man; and if the Council of Safety
will give him tbe command of a galley, I am convinced he
will acquit himself with such spirit, skill, and honoUl', as not
to discredit or bring disgrace on tbose who appointed him,
and that he will do his country all the service in his power.

BENJAMIN RUMSEY.

To the honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

ROEERT MORRIS TO BENJAMIN HARRISON.

Phi]adelphia, December 29th, 1776.

DEARSIR: I recei,.ed, yesterday, yours of the 25th, by
express, with the sundry enclosures, witb which I sball do
the needful; but I think you should send copies by some of
the outward-bound vessels from Virginia and Maryland.
There is a new ship of Mr. Archibald Buchanan's near
ready to sail for France, from Baltimore, and I fancy your
son must have either the Aurora, Gratz B'irg, or the snow
about sailing; and I don't yet hear of any British cruisers
at the Capes of Virginia. If any do appear, pray inform
me of it. I must send you an order to receive from the
Secret Committee about twenty-seven hundred pounds, and
send it down to Ben, by the first opportunity. I have re-
ceived the money here from Mr. IIare, and used it for the
Secret Committee, who must repay it; and Ben is to lay it
out in tobacco, concerning which I wrote bim two posts
ago. I shall make additions to the letter to our Commis-
sioners, suited to our present circumstances, and send you
copies in due time.

I detained this express until tbis morning, hoping to give
you some news from General Cadwalader; but no accounts
are yet come in. I wrote to General Washington, and said
every thing I could say with decency to encourage a pm-
suit of our enemies witb his whole force. Our Militia are
dailycomingin, and I reallyhope to see bim strong enough
to drive the invaders out of New-Jersey, and then Congress
may come back here. I believe it would have an excellent
effect, were tbey to return immediately. Our friends would
be inspirited, and our external and internal foes would form
favourable judgments of our support and strength from it.
A few days more will determine whether it will be proper or
not, and soon as I can I wiJI write a publick letter on that
subject. Your invitation to join you is very civil; but you
know I have always been satisfied with Philadelphia and
the Hills, and I have, tbroughout this alarm, been deter-
mined not to quit until fairJy drove off. At the same time,
I have been constantly prepared, my things packed up,
horses and carriage ready at any moment, and constant
means of intelJigence, had they approached.

I beg my compliments to all friends; and tell Ben. Levy
I expect he will be a very great politician, now the great
council have removed his quarters.

We had a merry Christmas at Smith's, in spite of the
times. The absence of my fi{milysits grievously hard on
me, as never parted with them be/ore; but my time is tco

much employed 10 dwell much upon any subject j and I
am now pl~a5ing myself with the tboughts of bringing them
back. I dille at the Hills to-day; and have done so every
Sunday. Tbus you see I continue myoId practice of mix-
ing business and pleasure, and ever found them useful to
each other.

I am, with great affection, your friend. and servant,
ROET. MORRIS.

To the Honourable Benjamin Harrison, Esq., Member of
Congress.

.

DELINQUENT PENNSYLVANIA ASSOCIATORS.

A List of the Names of those Associators who had not en-
tered into tlte service under the command of his Excellency
General WASHINGTON, the 28th day of tltis instant De-
cember, and then either refused or neglected to give in
tlteir names and march to PHILADELPHIA, agreeable to
his Excellency' s order.~.

Delinquents in Captain JOHN JAMISON'S Company, W AR-

WICK Township.
Hugh Mearns, between Francis Beard, Thos. Craven, (N. B.

50and 60 years ofage, Patrick Craighead, Craven hath an ap-
Jonathan Martin, Wm. Doy], prentice out, and he
Joseph Rodman, Adam Kerr, himself sometimes out
Robt. Mearns, Jno. Shannon, of his reason.)
Moses Crawford, Gilbert Rodman, James Crawford,
A]exander Harvey, John Grier, Andrew McMicken,
Sam'l Flack, Wm. Shannon, Renjamin Griffith,
Aaron Lovet, 'Vm. Whittenham, John Decorsey,
Mathew McMinn, Jacob Pricker, Charles McMicken, fa-
Gaun. Megrady, says Miles Marting, mily sick,

he will join the bat- Edward.Tay]or, James Snodgrass,
talion in a few days, Hugh Huston, David Gray,

Samuel Po",e, Andrew Shannon, John Harvey,
John McMmn, John Marting, Francis Fargus,
John Hunter, Jonathan Roberts, Alex'r Fl'ench,
John Roberts, David Johnston, Robert Harbertson,
James Scott, Jos. Flack, Thomas McMasters,
Thomas Huston, Jno. Lough, Charles Jones.

Captain THOMAS WIER'S Company of Delznquents, W AR-
RINGTON Townsltip.

Wm. Lo.ng, Wm. Mealey, Robt. Walker,
John Richey, Archibald Parker, John Davis,
Thomas Richey, James Whitesides, David Siveston,
Wm. Richey, Robt. Millar, Thos. Taylor,
James Barkley, John Benty, James Kelley,
John Robinson, Sam'l Roberts, Dan'l Craig,
Edward Liddle, And. Hall, very poor Wm. DiIlerJine.
David Richey, and old,

Delinquents in Captain WILLIAM MCCALLA'S Company,

PLl'DrSTEAD.
Wm. McCalla, Cap- James McMullen, John Worreld,

tain, sick, James Ferris, Conrad Bean,
Jacob C~strop, Henry Gaddis, Wm. De]eware,
Robt. Gibson, Sam'l Walter, Samuel Brittain,
David Nesbit, John Seas, . James Sample,
John Forgeman, Wm. Harkms, Valentine Marsheller
Eze~iel.Rogers, Francis Titus, Ambrose Smith,

,

BenJ"Ulln Hall, Com- Joseph Dyer, Mathew Smith,
mittee-man, &c., John Dunlap, Jun., Adam Shafer,

Wm. Kennedy, Adam Bean, Sam'l Hannen, Buck--
Wm. Silist, Thos. Tnstin, ingham,
JameR Down, Alex'r Alexander, John Smith, New-Bdl-
John McCalla, George Burns, tain,
John Stiner, Barnard Cupler, Ambress Potton,]luck-
John McMulJen, John G;ibson, ingham.
Joseph Hart, David Forgeman, James Bredein,
Robt. Thorn, Joseph Thomas, sick, Joseph Shaffer,
Ri~~ 'd Crean, George Stinhurt, James Buckman,
PhIlip KlI1kle, Dan'l Thomas, Jessey Edwards,
John McDonel, John Boil, .Tohn Fox,
Jonathan Hinsman, John Casner, John Reve,--
John Rogers, Alexander McFarland, John McCalla,
Wm. Smith,. Robt. McClay, John Harkins,
George Gaddis, James Henry, Joseph TaveJ)S.

Six of Captain JlfcCalla's Company, whose names are not down here
are marched for Philadelphia, agreeable to his ExcelJency's orders' anJ
I am wen informed that many of those whose names are here set down
will follow in a day or two.

Delinquents in Captain ROBERT SAMPLE'S Company, BUCK-

INGHAM.
George Kelly, John Slac)!', Wrightstown.
Adam Barr, Henry Stlrk, 'VI!). Thompson,
John Thomas, John Conrad, Joseph Sacket
James Stirk, Isaac Osmond, Wm. Bennet,

,

Robt. McKorstery, John Flack, James Barron,
John Sample, Commit- Sam'l Simpson, James Gilkinson,

tee-man, Wm. Rohmson, James Shaw,
'Vm. Fla~k, Morris Walch, Michael Keyser,
Thos. Smlt~, Jac~b Carter, Sam'l McDaniel,
Wm. McKmstry, BenJ; James, Thos. Gain
Thos. Ba."r, W

'!'. Kindel, Warwick, James MeO'I~ady,
Adam MllldIeton, SerIck Roberts, Sole- Nathan McKinstry
Thoma~ Drenen, . bury. Jacob Shepherd,

,

Wm. Simpson SmIth, Edward McDaniel,
John Leonard Martin.



1473 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., DECEMBER, 1776. 1474

Delinquents in Captain LOTT'S Company, SOLEBURYand
other adJacent Townships, not particularly known.

Henry Lott,

~

James Ingham, Joseph Jobs~m,
Ca ptain InnllOJd. John Neafus Leonard Wri ght

'ers ' ..'John Bogert, . Wm. Green, DavId HerIng,
John Vanhorn, Derick Tinbrook, Joseph Vanhorn,
John Winter, ROl,(erHartley, John Mafet,
Rob!. Herring, Serlck Roberts, Dennis Austin,
John Meyrs, John Sebring, John MOllrton,
John Shephard, Fulker Sebring, Thomas Taylor,
Barnard Van4orn, Thomas Seabring, John Sebring, Jun.,
Peter Dewit, John Howell, John McKen,
Benj'n Hartley, Thos. Orpin, Josiah Winter.

The preceding return is the best I am capable to make
of the respective companies before-mentioned;. and not one
man gave in his name to me, or consented to march to
Philadelphia, but those before-mentioned.

I am not enabled to make returns of delinquents in Cap-
tain Roberts's and Captain McKonkey's companies.

JOSEPH HART, Colonel.
I)ecember t4e 29th, 1776.

For his Excellency General Washington.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO. ROBERT MO!taIS.

New-Town, December 29th, 1776.

DEAR SIR: The enclosed letter to Congress wi\] show
you my intention of passing the river again, and the plans I
have in view. After you have perused it, I beg your care
of it, and that it may be enclosed and transmitted 'em by
the earliest opportunity.

I am, dear sir, with sentiments of great regard, your most
obedient servant, Go. WASHINGTON.

P. S. I shallbe particularlyobliged to your care of the
two other letters enclosed. That forMrs. Washington,you
will have put in the post office.

This supply is exclusive of the sum you have resolved to be
sent him, and which Mr. itlorris wi\] procure in time.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your
most obedient servant,

G ,17O.t ASHINGTON.

P. S. I am under great apprehensions about obtaining
proper supplies of provision fOl' the troops. I fear it will
be extremely difficult, if not impracticable, as the enemy,
from every account, has taken and co\]ected every thing
they could find.

To the Hon. John Hancock, &c.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO LtEUTENANT-GENERAL HOWE.

Head.Quarters, Bucks County, Decembet. 29th, 1776.

SIR: I take the liberty of enclosing you a letter for Gen-
eral Lee, which I must beg the favOllr of you to have for-
warded as early as possible, as it contains a draft upon
Major Small for a sum of money, of which I fear the
General will be in want.

A division of prisoners of the Seventh Regiment, with
Captain Newmarsh, crossed tbe river at Easton, and wAnt
in witho.ut Mr. Moylan's knowledge. From the irregularity
of the officer who conducted them, who did not make me a
return of tbeir names and rank, I amignorant()f either~. I
shall therefore be much obliged if you will order 1\Jr. Loring
to furnish me with a proper list of them, that I may make
a demand of the like number in exchange.

I am, sir, &c.,
G WO. ASHINGTON.

To Lieutenant-General Howe.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL LEE.

Newtown, 29th December, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I- bave the pleasure of enclosing you a letter

from your friend Robert Morri.~, Esq., witb a draft On Major
Small for £ 116 9s. 3d. sterJing.

It will afford me the highest satisfaction to receive a line
from you, infOl'ming me of the state of your health and your
situation, in both of which I hope YOt1 are as happy as a
person under your circumstances can possibly be.

Such furtber supplies as you may have occasion for, shall
be from time to time remitted to you.

I am, dear sir, yours, &c., Go. \V ASHINGTON.

To Major-General Lee, Prisoner.

GENE:RALWASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
[Read 3d January, 1777.]

New-Town, December 29, 1776.

SIR: I am just setting out to attempt a second passage
over the Delaware, with the troops that were with me on
the morning of the 26th. I am determined to et1ect it if
possible; but know that it will be attended with mucb
fatigue and difficulty on account of the ice, which will
neither aJlow us to cross on foot, or give us an easy passage
with boats. General Cadwalader crossed fi'om Bristol on
the 27th, and by his letter of yesterday was at Bordentown,
with about eighteen hundred men. In addition to these, GENERAL MAXWEI,J, TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

General j}lijflin sent over five hundred from Philadelphia Morristown, 29 December, 1776.
on Friday, three hundred yesterday evening /i'om Burling- SIR: I arrived here the 24th, past eleven o'clock at night,
ton, and wiJ] fo]]ow to-day with seven or eight hundred found things not in so good a state as I could wish. Gen-
more. I have taken eVery precaution in my power for eral itlcDougall commanded, and as he seemed to be well
subsisting of the troops, and sha1l, without loss of time, and acquainted with the state of the troops, and where the dif-
as soon as circumstances wjJl admit of, pursue the enemy in ferent necessaries was most likely to be found to support
.their retreat, try to beatup moreof their quarters,and,in a them, I was not anxious to take much of the command
word, in every instance adopt such measures as the exi- upon me for some days, put assisted a]] I could. He says
gency of our affairs requires and our situation will justify. I mllst take it aJl, to-morrow. I endeavoured to rouse out
Had it not been for the unhappy failure of Generals Ewing the Militia to the westward,but I met a.goodmanyof them
and Cadwaladerin their attempts to pass on the night of going home, some whose month was out, some not. They
the 25th, and if the several concerted attacks could bave promised to be out again in eight or ten days. I hope they
been made, I have no doubt but tbat our views would bave wiJl keep their words. Before I came bere they had begun
succeeded to our warmest expectations. What was done the recruiting under Colonel Ford, to the 1st of April, and
occasioned the enemy to leave their several posts on the seemed to gb on rapidly, I supposemany of the men with
Delaware with great precipitation. The peculiar distresses a design to take the two bounties; but that we must put up
to which the troops who were with me were reduced by with. The Captains have let most of their men go a re-
the severities of cold, rain, snow, and storm, the charge of cruiting, by which meansthere is scarcelyany of the Militia
the prisoners they had taken, and another reason that might here but those out on the difterent passes. I have ordered
be mentioned, and the little prospect of receiving succours tbem all in tbe 1st of January. Colonel Ford makes no
on account of the seasonand situation of tbe river, wouJd doubt of making up a full regimentout of them,witb a few
not authorize a further pursuit at tbat time. Since transmit- others, for three years or during the war, shortly after he has
tinO' the list of prisoners, a few more have been rliscovered the regiment formed, if your Excellency will gi\7e him as-
and taken in Trenton; among 'em a Lieutenant-Colonel and surance tbat he shall have the commal1d of thpm when so
a Deputy Adjutant-General; the whole amounting to about engaged. I think it is the most likely place to raise the
one thousand. regiment you spoke of; and from the small acquaintance I

I have been honoured with your letter of the 23d, and have had with Colonelli'ord, he appears very zealous for
its several enclosures, to which I shall pay due attention. tbe service, and I believe will command them with a good
A flag goes in this morning with a Jetter to General Howe, deal of reputation.
and another to General Lee. For the laller, Robert it/or- General McDougall has been trying with the New-Eng-
ris, Esq., has transmitted a bill of exchange, drawn by two land troops, before and since I came, to stay; first for one
British officers, for£ 116 9s. 3d., on ~hjor Small, for money month, and then for a fortnight. I have done and said
furnished them in South- Carolina, which I trust wil1 be paid. what I could. The latter proposal, the majority, or, as
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they say, mostly aJI have agreed to, but have not been able
to get a definitive answer from them yet.

You see the condition I am in at present, and not very
likely to get provisions and fiJl'age for the few I have. Jam
determined to suspend the Quartermaster tiJl your pleasure
is known, for he does nothing. He is a son of General
Williamson, who has resigned.

There has been troops of Horse in these parts before.
General 1VlcDougall has been trying to assemble them.
Some of them are absolutely necessary-the General thinks
forty. There is such a chain of garrisons round us, like a
half moon, that I think the above will not be too many..
There \Vas some engaged part of this summer. They were
.promised twel ve shillings per day, and find e\'ery thing them-
selves. They have the same promise now,till your Excel-
lency's pleasure is known; and then they are to put up with
the pay and allowance of the Army. If the Quartermaster
and Commissary-Generals will send me the prices and forage
with the Army, I will insist on having them articles at the
same rate here.. Let me koow if you want a large quantity
of either la!d in her~. There are some few Higldanders and
Hessians taken daily: What shall J do with them? A great
many Tories, amongst whom is Benjamin JJlorgan, Esq.,
from Boundbrook, for administering the oath of aIJegiance
to the country people: What shall I do with them?

Captain Kenedy is here on his parole; a very unfit place
for him, as it is impossible to prevent inteiligence passing to
the enemy. I find lead is very scarce here. There are
two pieces of a-rtillery here, but neither officers nor men to
work them, nor matches. I wish to have some sent. The
commanding officers of the New-England troops told me
to-night, they made no doubt of their men declaring to stay
to-morrow.

I congratulate your ExceJIency heartil"y on your late suc-
cess; it raises the drooping spirits of the people, and will
much forward the recruiting.

I am your ExceJIency's most obedient and very humble
servant,

. WM. MAXWELL.
His ExceJIency General Washington, Commander-in-Chief

of the American Forces.

GENERAL SIR WtLLIA~1 JIOWE TO LORD GICORGE GERMAIN.

New-York, December 29,1776.

On the 25th instant, in the evening, a party of the enemy
attacked an out-guard from the post of Tl"enton, where Col-
onel Rall commanded with three battalions of Hessians,
fifty Chasseurs, and twenty Light-Dragoons, having with
them six field-pieces, which party was beaten back.

Un. the succeeding morning, at six o'clock, the Rebels
appeared in forcewith cannon, evidently intending to attack
the post. Colonel Rall, having received intelligence of
their design, had the troops under arms, and detached his
oWn regiment to support an advanced picket: this picket
being forced, and falling back upon the regiment, threw it
into some disorder, which occasioned them to retire upon
the other battalions; no advantage being taken of this, they
recovered themseh'es and the whole formed in front of the
village. '

The Rebels, wiulout advancing, cannonaded them in this
situation, and Colonel Rallmoved forward to attack them,
with the regiments of Lossberg and Rall; in which attack
Colonel Rall was wounded, and the regiments were made
prisoners. The Rebels then advanc~ to the regiment of
Knyphausen, and also made that corps prisoners.

Some few officers, and about two hundred men of the
brigade, with the Chasseurs and a party of Dragoons, re-
treated to Colonel DOllop's corps at Burdenton, six miles
distant. Several officers were wounded, and about forty
men killed and wounded.

This misfortune seems to have proceeded from Colonel
Rall's quitting his post, and advancing to the attack, instead
of defending the village.

The Rebels recrossed the river Delaware immediately,
with the prisoners and cannon they had taken.

HUGH HUGHES TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Peekskill, 29th December, 1776.

SIR: I have endeavoured to comply with your Excel-
Jency's instructions relative to the department, as far as time
and circumstances would permit.

The tents, to the amount of about eignt hundred, good
and bad, have been forwarded to Fishkill, as we1l as the
entrenching tools, pots, and camp-kettles, unless it be those
received within three or four days. I have ordered an exact
return to be made lrom the Fishkill, which, with the like of
what is here, shall be forwarded as soon as possible. It was
thollo-htmost advisable to detain those delivered in last, on
acco~nt of the expected Militia. The tents arein very bad
plight, the most of them; to remedy which,I havesent for
a tentmaker to New-Haven, and ordered up all the old s8ils
I could collect here, with others taken by General Heath at
Hackensack. .
.

As to the tools, I am at a loss, tii! I receive further in-
structions, how to get them repaired; the artihcers' times
being expired, and no orders relative to them being come to
hand, makes it difficult how to act; especially as I have no
cash to dischm'ge their abstracts, having paid the last yester-
day. 1 borrowed three thousand two hundred and fifty dol-
lars, in hopes that it would enable me to an!i>werthe most
pressing demands; but that also is expeuded. I have writ-
ten six letters, at different times, to General iJ'lijflin, on this
subject, but am apprehensive some of them have miscarried,
01' perhaps his absence from Head-Quarters may have pre-
vented an answer, as I received none till yesterday, and no
mention of the cash in that. This is such a necessary article,
at present especially, that I hope your ExceIJency has
ordered some provision to be made for the department at
this post before this arrives; as I hnd, by Colonel Biddle's
I~tter, that the last but one of mine got safe to Head-Quar-
ters, in which I had repeated my apprehenSionsof being out
of cash before any could arrive.

As Colonel Biddle was directed to advise me of YOllr Ex-
cellency'sorder concerning the clothing, I beg leaveto refer
your ExceIJency to a letter on ihat subject, which goes by
the same conveyance as this, to him.

[ have employed several hands to repair the different
kinds of boats belonging to the Army, and purpose, if plank
and boards can be had, to have more of every sort built,
unless countermanded.

It appears to me that the inlisting of teamsters and wag-
oners, independent of the Army, and that for a year at least,
would be productive of ~dvantage to the service. As ]ong
as they know that they can go to their regiments when they
choose, they are regardless of th.eir teams; whereas, if they
are entirely attached to them, there will be a great induce-
ment to keep them in order, as well as the carriages. As
the service has, and does now suffer, for want of some fur-
ther reaulation of this sort, I could not be silent on an affair
which ~o nearly affects the Army. My reason for mention-
ing the aft'lir is, that it cannot be done, I conceive, without
yoUI' Excellency's approbation.

The late conduct of the artificers seems to make it ne-
cessary that they should undergo a reform of men or meas-
ures. Bacon's abstract, which has just come in, amounts to
a thousand pounds, lawful, and it is thought by all that they
have not earned three hundred of it. Neither is that the
only evil; but when every thing is at stake, they can't be
prevailed on to drive a nail or set a shoe. I don't care who
has the management, if the work is but done, sir.

An y further instructions that may be necessary, I shall
gladly endeavour to execute with fide]ity.

I am, with regard and respect, your Excellency's m03t
obedient and very humb]e servant,

H HUGH UGHES.
His Excellency General Washington.

GENERAl. SCHUYLER TO GOVERNOUR TRU)IBOLL..
Albany, December 29th, 1776.

SIR: As I have not been honoured with a line from Con-
gress on the subject of the preparations necessary for the
next camp8ign in the northern quarter, although I transmit-
ted my opinion on the subject at the beginning of November,
I conclude the enemy's manreuvres in Jel'sey have so en-
tirely engrossed their attention, that they have not been able
to attend to what I suggested.

"

1 have therefore resolved,
without waiting any longer for their directions, as the winter
is slipping away, to carry into execution whatever I deem
essential to the service, and which does not admit of further
delay; of which, amongst other things, tha5 of procl1l'ing a
sufficiency of cannon for the defence of Tzconderoga,&c.,
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PRESIDENT OF CmWRESS TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Baltimore, December 30th, 1776.

SIR: You will perceive from the whole tenour of the
enclosed resolves which I have the honour of transmitting,
that Congress have paid every attention to the situation of
the Northern Army which the circumstances of it required.
On the 25th instant they passed sundry resolves, urging the
States of New-Hampshire, Massachusetts-Bay, and Connec-
ticut, to send forward to Ticonderoga, with the utmost ex-
pedition, a body offour thousand five hundred troops. These
resolves I despatched immediately, accompanied with letters,
wherein I informed them of the very critical situation of that
fortress. As the troops who at 'present garrison it were
resolved not to stay after tbe 31st day of December, tbe day
on which their time expired, every consideration that had
a tendency to induce them to comply immediately with
the requisition of Congress, I endeavoured to hold up to
them in the most striking view. To the same effect, also, I
wrote them before Congress removed from Philadelphia, in
consequence of your representing that you wished Congress
would stimulate them to a compliance with your letter on
that subject. These measures, I trust, will pro\'e success-
ful, and be attended with the preservation of Ticonderoga
during the winter. In pursuance of the enclosed resolve, I
have wrote to Governour Trumbull, desiring bim to bave
twenty eighteen-pounders cast with all possible expedition,
and transported to Ticonderoga, for which you will please CIRCULARFROMTHE PRESIDEr."'TOF CONGRESS.

to provide carriages. I have likewise wrote to the Com- Baltimore, December30th, 1776.

missary-General to procure provision for five thousand men GENTLEMEN: Ever attentive to the ,security of civil lib-
for eight months, to be sent to Fort Ann, and an equal erty, Congress would not bave consented to the v,esting sllch
quantity to be lodged in Albany, and to be occasionally re- powers in the military department as those which tbe en-
moved as circumstances may make it necessary. He is also c!o~ed resolves com'ey to the Continental Commander-in-

'if'

is a capital article. I should, therefore, be glad to know
. what cannon you can furnish me witb, and where I may

send for them, as I wish that an article so extremely difficult
to move in the spring of the year should be carried to the
places for which they are designed whilst we are favoured
with good sledding. A very considerable quantity of shot
is also wanted; and as Mr. Livingston's furnace is out of
blast, I cannot procure them there. Can these be got at
Salisbury, and whell ? Besides the Cannon for tbe forts, a
number will be wanted for five or six stout galleys, which I
propose to build in Lake George, to prevent tbe enemy's
penetrating by that lake, if tbey should be able to dislodge
us from the Ticonderoga side of Lake Champlain, and draw
their boats by land into Lake George, which it would be
possible for them to do, a1though we keep possession of
Itlount Independence. By the way of Skeensborough, I am
morally sure tbey will not be able to penetrate, as I bope in
tbe course of the winter so effectually to obstruct the lake
between TicQnderoga and tbe Jtilount, as that no kind of
vessel will be able to pass, unless they first make themselves
masters of Itlou/1,tIndependence, wbich I think will be im-
possible if Weca-n procuremen, cannon, and ammunition.
A stock of provisions I shall take care to lay in this win-
ter.

C010nel Simmons, with part of a regiment from the Mas-
sachusetts-Bay, is on bis way from hence to Ticonderoga.
I shall be extremely happy to see a sl1~cession of troops
coming on, for I very much fear tbat the garrison will not
be detained after the term of their inlistment expires.

I sha1l want two companies of carpenters to construct the
vessels intended for Lake George. Captain Lester and
Captain Winslow gave good satisfaction last campaign, and
I wish them to be employed in that business. Permit me
to beg the favour of you to inquire of them if they will each
raise a company, so as to leave Connecticut about the first
day of April. As Fort George is in an extremely bealthy
place, they will, in all probability, not suffer so much by
sickness as they did at Skeens borough.

I have the pleasure to inform you that I have received
friendly messages from the Indians, who seem determined to
observe a strict neutrality.

Please to accept my best respects, and the compliments
of the season; and may the Supreme Being continue a suc-
cession of them to you and yours, in health and liberty, is
the sincere wish of, sir, your obedient, humble servant,

PH. SCHUYLER.

The Hon'ble Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., &c., &c.

directed to send a sufficient quantity of salt to cure the pro-
visions, and by all means to supply tbe Northern Army with
vegetables and vinegar tbis winter. The Congress ha\'e
resolved that the present mode of supplying that Army, by
the Commissary-Genera], under tbe direction of the Com-
mander-in-Chief, is more advantageous than that by a con-
tractor could possibly be.

As a General Hospital is to be erected on Mount Inde-
pendence, the Congress are desirous that a garden should be
enclosed in the neighbolll"hood of the same, that the Army
may be the better supplied with \'egetables tbe ensuing win-
ter. You will therefore be pleased to appoint some suitaLl1J
person as an overseer, to see this resolve carefully eornplied
with. The many disorders tbat have crept into the Hospitals
render it absolute1y necessary that the strictest inquiry should
be made into the conduct of the Directors, their officers and
dependents, and that the offenders should be punisbed. Y Oll
will please to order tbe commanding officer of every regi-
ment to pay the greatest atten tion to the health of the men
under his command, and to report any misconduct or neglect
of the Surgeons to the General, and likewise to Congress.

I shall transmit to the State of Massachusetts-Bay the
enclosed resolves, by which tllPY are requested to procl1l'e
such a quantity of oakum and other articles, as you shall
think proper to write for.

In consequence of your favour of tbe ] Oth instant, which
was laid before Congress, the Committee appointed to con-
side.' tbe same are directed to send some persons to Mr.
Livingston, Governour Trumbull, and to the State of ]jlas-
sachusetts-Bay, to procure the cannon and ordnance stores
you mentioned in your letter of that date as being imme- .
diately .necessary for tbe Northern department. The Con-
gress have the firmest reliance on your best exertions to carry
the enclosed resolves into that effect, and depend much on
your Hssistancein accomplishing their views in that quarter.
Should we succeed in our attem pts to prevent the incursions
of the enemy into the back settlements of the New-England
and New- York States, by a vigorous defence of Ticonde-
roga and the adjacent posts, the happiest consequences to
America must result from it, and the glory of completing
this great work,I trust, wi]] be reserved for you. As your
inclination at a]] times prompts you to undertake whatever
has the prospect of advancing the good of your country, so
your wisdom and abilities will certainly enable you to exe-
cute the task.

General Gates arrived in this town the day before yes-
terday, in a very poor state of healtb, but is since much
recovered.

The enclosed copy of resolves vesting General TYashing-
ton with very large and important powers, the Congress
were induced to pass in bopes of retrieving thereby the
present unfavourable situation of our affairs. To them I
beg leave to refer you; and bave the honour to be, with
great esteem and respect, sir, your most obedient, humble
servant,

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

General &huyler.

P. S. I most sincerely congratulate you on the Sllccess of
General Washington. The enclosed printed account will
give you a]] the particulars we are posses>-edof. This may
give a different face to our affairs, and be productive of very
happy consequences. I have not time to add, only to beg
your attention to the several resolves enclosed. You will
observe Congress have laid an embargo on the exportation
of salted provisions and some other necessaries. Should
any thing material occur, YOllmay depend I will give YOll

the earliest notice of it. Wishing you the compliments of
tbe season, I am your very humble servant,

J. H., Pres't.
I never heardany thing of my band of musick since I

wrote you.
General &huyler, Albany.
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Chief, if the situation of publick affairs did not require, at
this crisis, a decision and vigour which distance and numbers
deny to Assemblies far removed from each other, and from
the immediate seat of war.

The strength and progress of the enemy, joined to pros-
pects of considerable reinforcements, have rendered it not
only necessary that the American force should be augmented
beyond what Congress had heretofore designed, but that it
should be brought into the field with all possible experlition.
These considerations induce Congress to request, in tbe most
earnest manner, that the fiJllest influence of your State may
be exerted to aid such levies as the General shall direct in
consequence of the powers now given him, and that your
quota of battalions formerly fixed may be completed with
all the despatch that an ardent desire to secure the publick
happiness can dictate.

I have the honour to be, with every sentiment of esteem,
gentlemen, your most obedient and very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK,PI'esident.

The resolve prohibiting the exportation of sundry articles,
and the other resolves enclosed, I beg leave to refer to your
particular' attention. I congratulate you on the success of
General Washington in the Jerseys. The particulars you
will find in the papers enclosed.

N oTE.-The foregoing letter I sent to all the States, with the resolves
referred to, with this variation: that the States of Vi>-ginia, Maryland,
Delawa,'e, Pennsylvania, New-Jersey, and NO!.th-Ca,'olina, are desired to
order their new levies to join GeneraI1Yash!llgton. The other States are
addt'essed as in the foregoing letter.

To the Convention of New- York the fo]]owing was added: "The en-
closed paeket I beg the favour you will please to order to be forwarded
by a fresh express to General Schuyler Immediately; and I further re-
quest" you will give my express the best route to Boston, and pray direct
him to use all despatch on his journey."

In Congress, December 27th, 1776.

Resolved, That General Washington be empowered to
use every endeavour, by giving Bounties and otherwise, to
prevail upon the Troops whose time of inlistment shall ex-
pire at the end of the month, to stay with the Army so long
after that period as its situation shall render their stay neces-
sary.

That the New Levies in Virginia, Maryland, the Dela-
ware State, Pennsylvania, and New-Jersey, be ordered to
march by Companies and parts of Companies, as fast as they
5hall be raised, and join tbe Army under General Washing-
ton with the utmost despatch.

That the foregoing Resolution be transmitted by the Pres-
ident to the Executive powers of the States before-men-
tioned, who are requested to carry it into execution; to
appoint Commissaries to precede the Troops, and procure
Provisions for them on their march; and that they be em-
powered to draw Money for this purpose from the nearest
Continental Paymaster.

That General Washington be empowered to appoint a
Commissary of Prisoners, and a Clothier-General for sup-
plying the Army, to fix their salaries, and return their names
to Congress.

.

That General Washington be requested to fix upon that
system of promotion in the Continental Army which, in his
opinion, and that of the General Officers with him, will pro-
duce most general satisfaction j that it be suggested to him
whether a promotion of Field Officers in the Colonial line,
and of Captains and Subalterns in the Regimental line,
would not be the most proper.

That the Committee of Congress at Philadelphia be de-
sired to contract with pl'Oper persons for erecting at Carlisle,
in Pennsylvania, a Magazine sufficient to contain ten thou-
sand stand of Arms and two hundred tons of Gunpowder,
and also for erecting an Elaboratory adjacent to such Mag-
aZIne.

That the Council of iJ'[assachusetts-Bay be desired to con-
tract witb proper persons for erecting in tbe town of Brook-
field, in that State, a Magazine sufficient to contain ten
thousand stand of Arms and two hundred tons of Gunpow-
der, and also for erecting an Elaboratory adjacent to such
:Magazine.

That Congress approve of Gene:al Washington directing
the Quartermaster General to provide Teams fol' each Re-
giment, and for other necessary purposes.

That the Committee of Secret Correspondence be desired
to direct the Commissioners at the Court of France to 'pro-

cure, if possible, from that Court an hundred thousand stand
of Small-Arms.

That the Second and Seventh Virginia Regiments, with
all the convalescents from the other corps, left in that State
and now fit for duty, be ordered to march and join the Army
under General Washington with the utmost despatch, leav.
ing the arms that they have at present with the Governour
and Council of that State, as they will be provided with
others at the Head of Elk.

That three of the Regiments upon the New Establish-
ment in North- Carolina be ordered to march immediately
to join General Washington. That the State of Virginia
be empowered to call into service, at the Continental ex-
pense, three Regiments of Militia or Minute-Men, if such a
measure shall be by that State judged necessary.

The unjust but detetmineri purpose of the British Court
to enslave these free States, obvious through every delusive
insinuation to the contrary, having placed things in such a
situation that the very existence of ci\Tilliberty now defJends
on the right execution of military powers, and the vigorous
deeisive conduct of these being impossible to distant, numer-
ous, and deliberative bodies, this Congress having maturely
considered the present crisis, and having perfect reliance on
tbe wisdom, vigour, and uprightness of General Washington,
do hereby resolve that General Washington shall be, and he
is hereby, vested with full, ample, and complete power, to
raise and collect ,togetber, in the most speedy and effectual
manner, from any or all these United States, sixteen Bat-
talions of Infantry, in addition to tbose already voted by
Congress; to appoint Officers for the said Battalions; to
raise, officer, and equip three thousand Light-Horse, three
Regiments of Artillery, and a Corps of Engineers, and
establish their pay; to apply to any of the States for such
aid of the Militia as he sball judge necessary; to form such
Magazines of Provisions, and in such places, as he shall think
propel' j to displa"ceand appoint all officers under the rank
of Bri~adier-General, and to fill up all vacancies in every

. other department in the American Army j to take, wherever
he ma}' be, whatever he may want for the use of the Army,
if the inhabitants will not sell it, allowing a reasonable price
for the same; to arrest and confine persons who refuse to
take the Continental Currency, or are otherwise disafft'cted
to the American cause, and return to the States of which
they are citizens, their names and the nature of their offences,
togethel' with the witnesses to prove them.

That the foregoing powers be vested in General Wash-
ington for and during tbe term of six months from the date
hel'eof, unless sooner determined by Congress.

Resolved, That the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania be
requested to take the most vigorous and speedy measures
for punishing all such as shall refuse Continental Currency,
and tbat the General be directed to give all necessary aid to
the Council of Safety for carrying their measures on this
subject into effectual execution.

By order of Congress:
JOHN HANCOCK, President.

In Congress, December 30, 1776.

It appearing to Congress that it will be extremely ditli-
c!Jlt, if lIot impracticable, to supply the Army of the United
States with Bacon, Salted Beef and Pork, Soap, Tallow,
and Candles, unless the ex portatioll thereof be prohibited:

Therefore Reso?t'ed, That none of the said articles, except
such as may be necessary for the crew, be exported from
any of the United State,~ after the fifth day of January next,
until the first day of November next, or until Congress shall
make further order therein. And it is earnestly recommended
to the Executive powel'S of the several United States to see
that this Resolution be strictly complied with.

By order of Congress:
JOHN HANCOCK, President.

COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO THE COM~IISSIONERS IN

FRANCE.

Baltimore, December 30, 1776.

HONOURABLEGENTLE~JEN: You will be pleased to re-
ceive herewith copies of our letter of the 21st instant and
of its enclosures, which we recommend to your attention.
Since that letter was written, General Washington, having
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been reinforced by the troops lately commanded by Gen-
eral Lee and by some corps of Militia, crossed the Delaware
with twenty-five hundred men, and attacked a body of the
enemy posted at Trenton, with the success you will see re-
lated in the enclosed handbill. We hope this blow will be
followed by others that may leave the enemy not so much
to boast of as they some days ago expected, and we had
reason to apprehend.

Upon mature deliberation of all circumstances, Congress
deem the speedy declarations of France and European as-
sistance so indispensably necessary to secure the independ-
ence of these States, that they have authorized you to make
such tenders to France and Spain as they hope will prevent
any longer delay of an event that is judged so essential to
the well-being of North-America.

Your wisdom we knolVwill direct you to make such ten-
ders to France and Spain as, they hope, will procure the
thing desired, on terms as much short of the concessions
now offered as possible. But no advantages of this kind
are proposed at the risk of a delay that may prove danger-
ous to the end in view.

It must be very obvious to the Court of France, that if
Great Britain should succeed in her design of subjugating
these States, their inhabitants, now well trained to arms,
might be compelled to become instruments for making con-
quests of the French possessions in the TfTest-Indies,which
would be a sad contrast to that security and commercial
benefit tha.twould result to France from the independence of
N orth-America.

By some accident, in removing the papers from Philadel-
phia to this place, the Secretary of Congress has mislaid the
additional instructions formerly given you, by which you
were empowered to negotiate with other Courts besides
France. We think it necessary to mention this to you, lest
tbe paper should have got into wrong hands, and because
we wish to have a copy sent us by the first opportunity.

We observe that MI'. Deane sent his despatches for this
Committee open to MI'. Bingham; but though we have a
good opinion of that gentleman, yet we think him rather too
young to be made acquainted with the business passing be-
tween you and us; and therefore wish this m3Ynot be done
in cases of much importance.

The next opportunity will bring you the determination of
Congress concerning the persons that are to be sent to the
Courts of Vienna, Prussia, Spain, and the Grand Duke of
Tuscany. In the mean time it is hoped, that through the
medium of the Ambassadors from those Courts to that of
France, you may be so fortunate as to procure their friendly
mediation for the purposes proposed by Congress.

Our Andrew Doria, of fourteen guns, has taken a King's
sloop-of-war of twelve guns, after a smart engagement.

In our last we say the enemy made near three thousand
prisoners at Fort Washington; but the number is fix.ed at
two thousand six hundred and thirty-four.

The West-Indiamen taken by our cruisers amount to
two hundred and fifty sail.

The scarcity of ships here is so great that we shall find
much difficulty in making the extensive remittances to
France that we ought, in due season; therefore, it will, in
our opinion, be an object of great importance to obtain tbe
consent of the Farmers-General to send to Vi-rginia and
Maryland for any quantity of tobacco they may choose, or
to the State of North-Carolina for any quantity of naval
stores which may be wanted for publick use, or to supply
the demands of private merchants. The terms, both as to
quantity and price, you will endeavour to learn, and let it
be known to us with all possible expedition, that you may
receive an answer thereon.

The Captain of the armed vessel that carries these de-
spatches, has orders to deliver them himself to you in Paris,
and his vessel will expect his return in a different port from
tbe one he arrives at. He will take your directions about
his return, and receive your letters; but the anxiety prevail-
ing here to know your success, renders it proper that he
should return with all possible despatch.

W.ishing you health, success, and many happy years, we
remam, honourable gentlemen, yours, &c.,

B. HARRISON, J. \VITHERSPOON,
R. H. LEE, W. HOOPER.

To the Hon'ble B. Franklin, S. Deane, and A. Lee,
Esquires, at"Paris.
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JAMES WILSON TO GENERAL ST. CLAIR.

Baltimore, December 30th, 1776.

My DEARSIR: With peculiar pleasure I congratulate you
on the victory at Trenton. I bope the tide is now turning,
and will run high in OUI'favour.

I have wrote to General Washington, recommending Col-
onellrvine to a regiment, and MI'. Robert Smith (a young
gentleman of great met'it, who stUdied law with me) to a
troop of Horse. You will oblige me much by adding your
influence to the recommendation, and by letting me know
the result of it as soon as possible.

I am, in haste, dear sir, yours sincerely,
JAMES WILSON.

General St. Clair.

WILUAM LUX TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, 30th December, 1776.

DEAR SIR: lVIr. Hopkins waits on your honourable Board
agreeable to your own appointment, and I hope will obtain
the result of his wishes. He brings a letter from the Pres-
ident of the Congress, and a copy of their resolve in bis
favour, which, with the service he has seen, will, I hope,
convince you that he is entitled to 11Majority.

I have sent an account of Solamon Allen's for twenty
bolts duck for the Defence, one hundred and fifty pounds.
He has applied for payment to us; but as our accounts were
settled, we did not choose to pay it. We did not know the
quantity when we rendered our account against the ship. It
was entered by us, but left blank for want of the voucher,
as he had removed out of town. Pray settle it, and send
the money by lVIr. Hopkins, as he ought to have been paid
long since. I wish you many happy New Years; and am,
dear sir, your most obedient servant,

W M.Lux.

To the Hon'ble Dan'l of 8t. Thos. Jenifer, President of
the Councilof Safety.

PETITION OF HENRY ASHFIELD.

Annapolis, December 30th, 1776.

The humble Pet£tion of HENRYAsm'IELD, Pn'vate in Cap-
tain FULFORD'S Company, the Second MARYLAND1~1.(I-
trosses, !tumbly sheweth:
That your poor petitioner hath been afflicted these several

months past with a disorder called the piles, so that I have
been rendered incapable of doing any duty ever since I was
first taken, and after various and different applications to the
Doctor, cannot recei,'e any benefit or ease, but rather seems
to grow worse, and has no likelihood of ever growing better
without some assistance. Therefore, most honourablegen-
tlemen, hope your Honours will take your poor petitioner's
petition into your most serious consideration, and grant him
some remedy towards his relief, otherwise his discharge from
said company. And compliance with the former or latter,
most gracious and considerate gentlemen, your poor dis-
tressed petitioner shall ever be in duty bound to pray. So
God bless the Congress, and direct the General.

HENRY ASHFIELD.

To the honourable the Council of Safety, now sitting in the
City of Annapolis, these by submission, present.

J. HALL TO BENJAMIN HARRISON.

In Council of Safety, AnnapoJis, December 30th, 177G.

SIR: Considering the State of Maryland to be embarked
in the same cause with the honourable Congress, we readily
and cheerfuJly agree that you should ha ve the small armed
schooner now in your port, which we hope will answer the
purpose intended. Nothing more will be asked for her in
point of price but what she cost the State. We expect not
to gain, nor would you wish, we are persuaded, that the
State of :Maryland should lose any thing by the vessel. We
let you have her in the publick cause to oblige Congress.
Be pleased to notify this to the commander, and direct him
to return a schedule or memorandum of guns and other
effects on board. The price we will send hereaftel'.

Blankets we have none, but we will furnish Mr. GrijJin
with cotton to make them, which may be easily done,-'tis
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the shift we are forced to make for our own hospital,-as also
enough to make two for your servants, which may be returned
in kind when convenient.

Weare, sir, your most obedient servants. By order:
J. HALL, V. P.

To Benjamin Harrison, Esq.

CAPTAIN HAMIIIOND(ENGLISH NAVY,) TO ROBERT MORRIS.
Roe Bu~k, off Lewes-Town, 30th December, 1776.

SIR: The assurance that you have been pleased to give
me, "that the officers taken on board British merchant ships
and carried in to Philadelphia, have not been detained as
prisoners of war, but permitted to depart as opportunities
offered," together with an extract I have at the same time
received fi'om the minutes of the Council of Safety at
Philadelphia, "that an equal number of such prisoners, be-
ing subjects of the King, shall be delivered to me, or some
other of his Majesty's officers, when the Council shall have
it in their power," has induced me to give immediate orders
that every prisoner now on board the ship under my com-
mand here, shall be set at liberty without delay, being of
nothing more ambitious than to prove myself on all occasions
desirous of relieving the distressed.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient, humble
servant,

A. S. HAMMOND.
To Robert ~Morris, Esq.

COMMITTEE FOR TRANSACTING CONTINENTAL BUSINESS TO

THE PREsIDENT OF CONGRESS.

December 30th, 1776.

SIR: Mr. Thomas Smith, the loan officer, returned here
this day. It seemshe has certificates for no more than sixty
thousand dollars, and we have procured more than that sum
for him alreqdy; wherefore we pray that an expl'ess may be
immediately despatched with certificates for three or five
hundred thousand dolJars,aswe shan use our utmost endeav-
ours to get the money into his office, and doubt not but
pretty good success will attend his endeavours. We have
given Mr. Commissary Carpenter Wharton an order on Mr.
~lease for forty thousand dollars, part of the sum you sent
him, which arrived On Saturday night. Mr. Wharton pm-
duced the General's orders for establishing magazines of
provisions at Lancaster and York- Town, and we r.eferred
him to Congress for the sums necessary for that purpose.
We mean only to supply him with what may be wanted to
lay in stores between this and Lancaster, at this place, and
for what may be required in New-Jersey, where we hope
our Army will final1y take up their winter quarters. That
State will suffer amazingly by both Armies. It is not what
they consume that does the mischief: but the destruction of
provisions, first by one side and then by the other, wiJl cause
a filmine there. New-Jersey has always supplied very large
quantities of pork; but the "want of salt, the consumption
and destru~tion of that article by both Armies, will prevent
it this year, and we all know that very large supplies of it
will be wanted next summer for our Army. The Lower
Counties of Delaware State, Maryland, Virginia, and
North-CI,rolina, have hitherto beenexempt from the ravages
of war. Some of them have had tolerable good suppJies of
salt, and no doubt they will cure as much meat as they can.
We think Congress should immediately employ some prudent,
industrious person, in each of these Governments, to buy, or
contract immediately for, as much salted provision as possible,
and collect it into secure and proper places, ready for use
when wanted. Should this be neglected, depend upon it
JOu will repent next summer;. and if it is not managed with
secrecy and prudence, you wIll not only pay dear for what
you get, but poor individuals that cannot afford it will also
suffer.

We think similar measures should be taken in the Eastern
States. The Commissary will buy all he can here; and we
wish he possessedal1 the prudence and circumspection that
we think requisite for executing that department as it ought
to be.

Weare told that the American prisoners suffer amazinO"ly
in New- York for want of some proper person to att:nd
them. Congress ha~'e allowed Mr. Pranks to supply the
British prisoners hem, and we think it would be well done

to seqd in to New-York an agent for our prisoners, whose
business should be to see them well suppJied with clothing
and provisions, and to attend them constantly to prevel1t
their inlisting in the enemy's service, but, on the contrary,
to engage all such whose times expire, to reinl.st with us.
Weare told General Howe would admit such an agent, (but
he must hear nothing about the inlistments we suppose;) and
if a suitable spirited American can be found, whose mind
will support hjm through accumulated insults to perform his
duty with fidelity, we think a good salary would be well be~
stowed on him; but if the support of our prisoners and
proper regulations in the medical departments are not at-
tended to, you cannot expect a permanent formidable Army,
and which, above all things, is now wanted to save Amer-
zca.

The enclosed £I'om the General came to hand this day,
but we keep it for the post, as the contents do not require
your immediate inspection by express. Sinee then Mr.
.Morris has received another letter from his Excellency, re-
questing one hundred and fifty pounds, in hard money, for
particular purposes in tbe publick service, and it will be sent
up this night. That Jetter is dated at Trentown, this day.
He then says, "Some of the troops are yet on the other side
of the river, only waiting for provisions." We have urged
and wiJI continue to press Mr. Commissary to push forward
the suppJies with all possible diligence.

General Cadwalader had despatched one hundred Rifle-
men, one hundred Light Infantry, and one hundred smart,
active lads, to pursue our retreating enemies, in hopes of
overtaking and keeping up their panick. Doctor Hodge
says they were within fivemilesof the enemies' rear, when
he passedthem. Not havingseen the Doctor ourselves, ue
do not know the time. And another person, since come in,
reports that tbe General was within eleven miles with his
main body. His troops are fresh, fuJl of spirits, eager for
an action, and march briskly. The Hessians are encum-
bered with a deal of plumIer and baggage, which obliges
them to move s]ow. No doubt Sir William Howe, Knight
of the Bath aod General, &c., will be very angry at these
doings in the Jerseys, and probably in his wrath he will come
over, armed with vengeance, and threaten destruction; but
we expect he must dance to a different tune upon this
march than he did' on his late passage to Trelltown, for we
have the pleasure to assure you with certainty, that the face
of things is totally changed. Our people are full of spirits
and turn out freely, so that General If'ashington will find
himself daily gathering fresh strength, and we shall not he
surpl'ised if New-Jersey turns out in like manner.

We are now at the 31st December, twelve o'clock, and
havejust received your Honour's letter of the27th, enclosing
sundry important resolves of Congress, copies whereof We
shall despatch to GeneraJ Washington in half an hour.
Every part that relates to this Committee shall be carefully
attended to, and no time shall be lost in carrying into execu-
tion such things as Congress have ordered.

We had yesterday the pJeasure to see tbe Hessian prison~
ers paraded in Pront Street. Tbey formed a line two deep
up and down Pront Street from Market to Walnut Street,
and most people seemed very angry tbey should e~'er think
of running away from such a set of vagabonds. We have
advised that both the officers and men should be well treated,
and kept £'om canversing with disaffected people as much
as possible.

One of our Light-Horse brought down ten prisoners this
morning, that were taken near Princetown, and appear to
have been a reconnoitring party; and a Captain Smith writes
from Crosswicks, that nine Hessian officers were taken, and
one kiJled, in that quarter, supposedto be partof those that
fled from Trentown.

No further account yet from General Cadwalader
Troops are constantly coming in and marching for the Jer-
seys, so that e\'ery thing may be reasonably expected in our
favour. Six of the enemy's shipsare still in DelawareBay,
so statioped that Captain Biddle cannot pass them-the Piy
and Musqucto employed in watching tbem, and the Wasp
cruising outside of them. 'Ve intend to send a person 10
stay at Cape ]}[ay to give us regularadviceof their motions,
which we are much in want oC

Weare much burried, but ever remain, sir, j'our humble
servants.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq.
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ROBERT MORRIS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, Deeember 30th, 1776.

SIR: I have received your favour of yesterday, and \vi\l
duly forward your despatches to Congress and the other
letters by post. I am desired to put the enclosed letters in
the way of being sent into New- York, and make no doubt
your Excellency will readily forward them by the first flag
after they reach your hands. I am impatiently waiting for
further news from General Cadwalader; and, with constant
wishes for success, remain, sir, your obedient servant,

ROBT. MORRIS.

To his ExceHency Geo. Washington, Esq., Head-Quarters.

ROBERT MORRIS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, Deeember 30th, 1776.

SIR: I have just received your favour of this day, and
sent to General Putnam to detain the express until I coHect
the hard money you want, which you may depend shall be
sent, in one specie or other, with this letter, and a list thereof
shall be enclosed herein. I had long since parted with very
considerable sums of hard money to Congress; therefore
must collect from others; and, as matters now stand, it is no
easy matter. I mean to borrow silver, and promise payment
in gold; and will then collect the gold in the best manner I
can.

"

Whilst on this subject, let me inform you that there are
upwards of twenty thousand dollars, in silver, at Tycon-
deroga. They have no particular use for it, and I think
you might as wen send a party to bring it away, and lodge
it in a safe place, convenient for any purposes for which it
may hereafter be wanted.

I gave Mr. Commissary Wharton an order for forty thou-
sand dollars this morning, and pressed him to attend most
diligently to your supplies. I will send for him again, know
what is done, and add springs to his movements, if I can.
I wish he was more silent, prudent, &c.; but I fancy he is
active. Whatever I can do, shall be done for the good of
the service.

I ever am, dear sir, your Excellency's obedient humble
servant,

ROBT. MORRIS.

P. S. Hearing that you are in want of a quarter-cask of. wine, I have procureda good one, which Mr. Commissary
Wharton will send up.

To his Excellency General Washington.

List of hard lliJoney,in two canvas bundles,for his Excel-
lency General WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, Deeember 31, 1776.

410 Spanish milled dollars, @ 7s. 6d.
2 English crowns. "

72 French crowns.
1012 English shiJIings.

Sent per express.

ROBERT J\IORRIS TO CONTINENTAL AGENTS.

Deeember 30th, 1776.

SIR: The bearer hereof, Nicholas Eveleigh, Esq., is a
gentleman of fortune and established character in South-
Carolina, and I beg leave to introduce him to your acquaint-
ance, and to recommend him to your friendship. He has
some commercial views in his journey to New-England;
and this introduction may possibly be of mutual advantage,
which will please me exceedingly.

Our Loan Office is just opened; and by way of setting
a good example, and in order to make a beginning, I have
given a considerable sum of money, and have persuaded
Mr. Eveleigh to carry with him Continental Loan Office
notes to a large amoun"t,instead of the money, because I
think it win answer all his purposes equally, if not better,
than the money. At any rate, Eveleigh must not be dis-
appointed. If he meets with any difficulty in getting money
in exchange for these notes when or where he wants it, I
must be~ you will assist him, and even, if needful, that you
will supply him out of the publick money you have in hand.
This is but justice to tbe credit of the Continent, and it is

essential to Mr. Eveleigh; therefore I am sure you will not
suffer any disappointment to take place.

I am, sir, your very humble servant,
ROBT. MORRIS.

Copy of the foregoing Letter
To Daniel Tillinghast, Rhode-

.

lslandj

}

.Nathaniel Shaw, New-Londonj eft I A tJohn BmdfoJ'd, Bostonj on men a gen s.

John Langdon, Portsmouthj
Similar letters to this were given to Mr. Rose, of South-Carolina.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM PHILADELI'HIA, DATED DECEM-

BER30, 1116.
The late enterprise of General Washington has had a

most glorious effect. It animates the friends of liberty
amazingly. I firmly believe if he pursues the blow, which
I believe h~ does, he will take the greatest part of the ene-
my's Army prisoners. It is said when all our forces in
Jersey join, they will amount to fifteen thousand effective
men.

The Continental brig Lexington, Captain Hallock, of
fourteen carriage guns, laden with gunpowder and other
warlike stores, from Cape Franfois, bound to Philadelphia,
was lately taken, off the Capes of Delaware, by tbe Pearl
frigate, Captain , who put a Lieutenant and a
small number of hands on board, with orders to carry her
immediately to New- York; but leaving on board the Lex-
ington seventy brave fellows, who were all acquainted with
the fate of Captain Johnson and his crew, of the Yankee-
lIero, and what might be expected from British humanity,
they determined, at all hazards, to regain their liberty.
This they effected the same night they were taken, in a
manner which reflects the highest honour on their resolution
and presence of mind. As soon as they had secured their
prisoners, they put the vessel about for the Capes of Virginia,
(unskilled as they were in navigation,) which they very for-
tunate]y fell in with in a few hours after, and on Wednesday
last arrived saffJ in this harbour. Captain Hallock and his
officers were taken on board the Pearl, but have since been
set on shore, and arrived at Philadelphia.

THOMAS ROnNEY TO ClESAR RODNEY.

AIIen'sTown, in Jersey, twelve miles from Princeton, ~
twenty do. from Brunswiek, Dee. 30th, 1776. 5

SIR: I wroteyou a long letter on the 24th, which I had
no opportunity of sending, and left it in my trunk at Mr.
Coxe's, two miles from Bristol; it contains the news to that
time, which I cannot repeat here. On the 25th instant in
the evening, we received orders to be at ShamonyFerr; as
soon as possible. We were there, according to orders, in two
hours, and met the Riflemen, who were the first from Bris-
tol; we were ordered from thence to Dunk's Ferry, on the
Delaware, and the whole Army of about two thousand men
followed,as soon as the artillerygot up. The three com..
panies of Philadelphia Infantry and mine were formed into
a body, under the command of Captain Henry, (myself
second in command,) which were embarked immediately to
cover the landing of the other troops. We landed with great
difficulty through the ice, and form.ed on the ferry shore,
about two hundred yards from the l'lver. It was as severe
a night as ever I saw, and after two battalions were landed
the storm increased so much and the river was so full of ice
that it was impossible to get the artillery over, for we had to
walk one hundred yards on the ice to get on shore. Gen-
eral Cadwalader, therefore, ordered the whole to retreat
again, and we had to stand at least six hours under arms-
first, to cover the landing and till all the rest had retreated
again; and by this time, the storm of wind, hail, rain, and
snow, with the ice, was so bad, that some of the Infantry
could not get back till next day. This design was to have
surprised the enemy at Black Horse and Mount-Holley, at
the same time that Washington surprised them at Trenton'
and had we succeeded in getting over, we should have fill~
ished a1l our troubles. Washington took nine hundred and
ten prisoners, with six pieces of fine artillery, and all their
baggage in Trenton. The next night I received orders to
be in Bristol before day: we were there accordinal y and
b

.
' I

0 ,
a out nlBe 0 cock began to embark one mile above Bristol
and about three o'clock in the afternoon got all our troop~
and artillery Qver, consisting of about three thousand men,
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and began our march to Burlington-the Infantry, Ranked
by the Riflemen, making the advanced guard. \\r e got
there about nine o'clock, and took possession of the town,
but found the enemy had made precipitate retreat the day
before, bad as the weather was, in a great panick. The
whole Infantry and Riflemen were then ordered to set out
that night and make a forced march to Bordentown, (which
was about eleven miles,) which they did, and took posses-
sion of the town about nine o'clock, with a large quantity of
the enemy's stores, which tbey had not time to carry off.
We stayed there till the Army came up; and the General
finding the enemy were but a few miles ahead, ordered the
Infantry to proceed to a town called Crosswick's,four miles
from Bordentown, and they were foJlowed by one of the
Philadelphia and one of the New-England battalions. We
got thet'e about eight o'clock, and at about ten, (after we
were all in our quarters,) were informed that the enemy's
baggage was about sixteen miles from us, under a guard of
three hundred men. Some of the Militia Colonels applied
to the Infantry to make a forced march that night and over-
haul them. We had then been on duty four nights and
days, making forced marches, without six hours' sleep in
the whole time; whereupon the Infantry officers of aJl
the companies unanimously declared it was madness to at-
tempt, for that it would knock 'up aJl our brave men, not
one of whom had yet gave out, but everyone will suppose
were much fatigued. They then sent off a party who were
fresh, but they knocked up before they got up with them,
and came back and met us at this town next morninO'.
They surrounded a house where there was six Tories; to~
three of them; one got off; and one who run and would
not stop, was shot dead. They gave him warning, first by
calling, and at last shot two bullets over his head, but he
still persisted; and the next two shot, one buJlet went
through his arm and one through his heart. The enemy
have fled before us in the greatest panick that ever was
known: we heard this moment that they have Red from
Princeton, and that they were hard pressed by JVashington.
Never were men in h1gherspirits than our whole Army is;
none are sick,and aHare determined to extirpate them from
the Jersey, but I believe the enemy's fears will do it before
we get up with them. The Hessians, from the General to
the common soldier, curse and imprecate the war, and swear
they were sent here to be slaughtered; that they never wjH
leave New- York again till they sail for Europe. Jersey will
be the most Whiggish Colony on the Continent: the very
Quakers declare for taking up arms. You cannot imagine
the distress of this oountry. They have stripped every body
almost, without distinction-even of all their clothes, and
have beat and abusedmen, women,and children, in the
most cruel manner ever heard of. We have taken a num-
ber of prisoners in our route, Hessians and British, to the
amount of about twenty. It seems likely, through the bless-
in<Tof Providence, that we shaH retake Jersey again without
th~ loss of a man, except one General Tflashingtonlost at
Trenton. The enemy seem to be bending their way to
Amboy with all speed, but I hope we shaH come up with
the Princeton baggage yet, and also get a share of their
large storesat Brunswick. I hope, if I live,to see the con-
quest of Jersey, and set off home again in two weeks. Some
of my men have complained a little, but not to say sick;
they are all now well here.

THO~1AS RODNEY.

Brigadier-General Ca:sarRodney, Esq.

BENJA~nN RUSH TO RICHARD HENRY LEE.

Ct'Ossides, December 30, 1776. .
My DEAR SIR: There is no toil so dear to a soldier as

. that whid} is marked with the footsteps of a flying enemy.
ElJery thing looks well. Our Army increasesdaily, and
our troops are impatient to avenge the injuries done to the
State of New-Jersey; the Tories fly with the precipitation of
guilty fear to General Howe. A detachment fi'om our body
yesterdaytook four of tbem, and killed one; two of the
former were officers of Howe's new .Militia establishment.

We suffer much for the want of intelligence, which can
only be procured by money that wiII pass in botb camps.
Howe owes the superiority and regularity of his intelligence
above ours not so much to the voluntary information of the
Tories as to the inRuence of his gold. Pray send two or

three thousand pounds, in hard money, immediately to Gen-
eral Washington; it will do you moreservice than twenty
new regiments. Let not this matter be debated and post-
poned in the usual way for two or three weeks: the salva-
tion of America, under God, depends upon its being done
in an instant.

I beg leave for a moment to call off your attention fi'om
the affairs of the publick, to inform you that I have heard,
from good authority, that my much-honoured father-in-law,
who is now a prisoner with General Howe, suffers many
indignities and hardships f!"Om the enemy, from which not
only his rank, but his being a man, ought to exempt him. I
wish you would propose to Congress to pass a resolution in
his favour, similar to that they have passedin favour of Gen-
eral Lee. They owe it to their own honour, as well as to a
member of their body. I did not want this intelligence to
rouse my resentment against the enemy, but it bas increased
it; every particle of my blood is electri6ed with revenge;
and if justice cannot be done to him in any other way,I
declare I will, in defiance of the authority of the Congress
and the power of tbe Army, drive the firstrascallyTory I
meet with a hundred miles barefooted through the 6rst deep
snow that falls in our country.

Two small brigades of New-England troops have con-
sented to serve a month after the time of thpir inlistments
expire; there is reason to believe that all the New-1..'ngland
troops in their predicament will follow their example. We
have just learned that the enemy are preparing to retreat
from Princeton. Adieu. General Washingtonmust be in-
vested with dictatorial power for a few months, or we are
undone. The vis inertia:of the Congresshas almost ruined
this country.

Yours, BENJAMIN RUSH.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO ROBERT MORRIS.

Head-Quarters, Trenton, 30th December, 1776.

DEAR SIR: We have the greatest occasion at present for
hard money to pay a certain set of people who are of par-
ticular use to us. If you could possibly coHect a sum, if it
were but one hundred or one hundred and 6fty pounds, it
would be of great service. Silver would be most conve-
nient.

I am taking every measure to improve our late lucky
blow, and hope to be successful. The greatest impediment
to our motions is the want of provisions. If it lays in your
way to give the Commissary any advice or assistancein that
way, I am sure you will do it. Some of the troops are yet
on the other side of the river, only waiting for provisions.
Jersey has been swept so clean that there is no dependence
upon any thing there.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant,
Go. WASHINGTON.

To Robert Morris, Esq.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL MCDOUGALr"
Head.Quarters, Trenton, 30th December, 1776.

SIR: I have the pleasure to acquaint you that the Con-
tinental regiments from the Eastern Governments have, to
a man, agreed to stay six weeks beyond their term of inlist-
ment, which was to have expired the last day of this month.
For this extraordinary mark of their attachment to their
country, I have agreed to give them a bounty of ten dollars
per man, besides their pay running on. I hope this noble
example will be followed by the four regiments under your
command; promise them the same reward, and endeavour
to work upon them by every means in your power. Let
them koow the Militia are pouring in from all quarters, and
only want veteran troops to lead them on. Since our suc-
cess at this place on the j26th, the enemy have evacuated
all the country below; they went off in the greatest hurry
and confilsion. I beg you will coHee! aH the men you pos-
sibly can about Chatham, and after gaining the proper intel.
ligence, endeavour to strike a stroke upon Elizabeth- Town
01'that neighbourhood; at any rate be ready to cooperate
with me. Let me hear what success you have with your
troops as soon as possible.

I am, sir, &'c., Go. WASHINGTON.

To the Officer commanding at Morristown.
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GENERAL WASHINGTON TO MAJOR BLAND.
Head-Q,uarters, Trenton, 30th December, 1776.

SIR: I am informed that you are on your march f.'om
Virginia to join the Army under my command, and that
you have the charge of the prisoners who were ordered up
to be exchanged. As this must delay your march very
much, and as I do not think it expedient for the prisoners
to come on just at this time, I desire you will leave them at
the most convenient place, there to remain till further orders
from me, and advance with the Horse as quick as you pos-
sibly can. If a guard should be wanted to remain with the
prisoners, apply for Militia, for I would not have a Horseman

left behind. When you arrive at Philadelphia, apply to
General Putnam, who will inform you of the most proper
place to cross the Delaware.

I am, sir, yours, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.

To Major Theodori-ek Bland, or Officer commanding the
Virginia Light-Horse.

GENERAL MCDOUGALLTO GENERAL WASHINGTON.
Morris-Town, 30th December, 1776.

MV DEAR GENERAL: I sincerely congratulate you on the
late success at Trenton; it came very seasonably. I have
continued here since my last to you of the 22d instant, with
the troops under Colonel Vose.

The Militia greatly lessening in number since the arrival
of those troops, has put it out of my power to do any thing
with the enemy, but to act on the defensive; indeed we
have scarce force enough to do that, where it is necessary
for covering the country. The enemy have not ventured
above the mountain~; and have been cautious of advancing
out of the towns below, except a few stragglers without arms.
Some of them have been taken prisoners.

The state of this 'part of the country. is so critical and dis-
tressed, that I consider the'expiration of the time of Colonel
Vose's corps much to be dreaded, if they quit the service at
that period. I clearly saw it would dispirit the inhabitants,
sink the credit of the Continental currency, prevent the
raising the Continental troops, and those who are to serve till
the first of April. To prevent these dreadful events, about
seven days since I proposed to the Continental troops, if
they would continue a montb, (fifteen or twenty days after
their time expired,) I would engage to get them a month's
pay, as an allowance for their time in going horne, over and
above what should be due to them at the expiration of the
second inlistment, and that this, togetber with their pay from
the first January coming, I would endeavour to get for them,
which would accommodate them to their respective places
of abode; and for this purpose I would despatch one of
their officers to Head-Quarters to obtain your approbation
and the money; the result of which would be known before
their first engagement expired, so tbat they would be on tbe
utmost certainty.

I was induced to make them this offer, from a full con-
viction that the month's pay would be amply compen-
sated for to the country. FOl' I had reason to expect, that
in tbe course of the new engagement, some progress migbt
be made in both levies, some assistance procured from the
Bay Militia, or some event cast up to the southward, which
miuht give a favourable turn to our affairs. Encouraged by
th:Se bopes, the troops were collected in the church, the
proposal opened up to them, and warmly recommended to
tllem by their Chaplain and Mr. Caldwell. There was
reason at first to expect the consent of the whole to stay;
but as they have delayed an answer so long, I fear not 3bo\'8
two-thirds of them will stay, owing to the machinations of
some of the officers, who are bent on going, notwithstand-
in<r I have used my utmost endeavours to persuade them of
th~ absolute necessity of using their influence with the men
to tarry.

The Governour being out of the State, as well many other
principal people, and no Legi5]ature in it, threw all their
affairs into eon fusion ; and it was some time before I could
set the officers in motion to recruit for both levies. There
are near three companies inlisted of those who are to serve
to 1st of April, but very little done in in listing the Conti-
nental troops, owing to the reasons above, the want of the
warrants and money to advance the recruits. But as the
former of these are corne to hand, I am in hopes, when the
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money comes, some progress will be made, especia]]y if a
considerable number of Continental troops stay.

My health is much restored, and as Genera] Maxwell is
sufficient for this command, and General lIeath is to be re-
moved from Peebkill, I intend to set off to-morrow for that
post. General J}]axwell stands in need of your directions
respecting tbe prisoners (soldiers) taken /i'om the enemy,
now in this town. Circumstances are much altered in tbis
State since Captain Kennedy was confined in this place.
Then the enemy was out of it, and at some distance; now
they are near and in it. If he inclines, he can give intel1i~
gence to the enemy of every thing that passes. It is there-
fore my opinion that it will be safest for the publick service
to exchange him for some officer of ours, or some respect-
able citizen, or to remove him from hence. For it is im-
possible to prevent his communications if he will risk it,
though I have no reason to sllspect him.

Y 011may rest assured, from undoubted autbority, that the
utmost pains are taken in New- York to keep European
intelligence from the fleet and army; for two packets past,
the boats from them al'e not suffered to land, 01'any of the
crew even to go on board the Admiral. Nor is any man
suffered,who has business on board of them, to sppak to
any of the crew but in the.presence of an officer. AlthouITh
packet arrived tbere tbe 15tb instant, vet Gaine has not ~-
serted one paragrapb of European int~lIigence in his papers
since, but tbe address of tbe Corporation of York to tbe Kin",
and Generalllowe's being made a Knigbt of the Batb. °

From all these circumstances, it is e\,ident some important
events exist at home wbich it is their interest to kepp from
us. By a gentlemanwho left New- York 22d instant, and
who conversed with the British officers, they consider a
French war as certain; and they are advised of tbe sailing
of a French fle~t of men-of-war,with transports and troops
on board. Tbls I take to be the one arrived at .Martinico.

Since my last I have collected a more accurate staJe of
the enemy's force: At the New Bridge, Second Battalion
of the Seventy-First H.egiment; at Newark, First and Third
of that Regiment; at Elizabeth- Town, five hundred Wal-
decleers; at Bonum Town, about four hundred; and General
Mathews, at Brunswick L~nding, with about six hundred;
General Grant, at BrunswIck, numbers unknown. Colonel
Wines is in tbe neiglibourhood of Pluckhimin, witb about
on~ hundred and fifty men. The Essex Militia give some
assistance to guard the passes of the mountain below this:
I found it impossible to receive the necessary intelli<rence for
the safety of t~1ecountry without the assistanceof I~orse,the
posts are so distant from each other that the state or move-
ments of th: enemy cannot be known in time by foot, to give
the advICe In due season. I was thereforeobJiged to direct
that about forty horse should be mustered, and taken into
pay, to be given to the Continental Horse to do duty till
your pleasure should be known, which I hope will meet your
approbation. General Maxwell has directions for mu~terin(T
them, and ordering them to be properly enrolled. ° .

I wrote the General upon tbe subject of exchan"in<rmy
son, a Second Lieutl'nant, taken in Canada. I be°<r leave
to remind you of it. .. °

I ba\'e tbe bonour to be, with great truth and regard, your
Excellency's very humble servant,

ALEX. McDoUGALL.

COLONEl. ROBERT ROGERS'S ORDERS TO DANIEL STRANG.

Valentine's Hill, December 30th, 1776.
Whereas his Majesty's service makes it absolutely neces-

-sary !hat recruits should be raised, this is to certify that .M1'.
Damel Strang, or any other gentleman wbo may brin<r in
recruits. shaH have commissions according to the nurnbe~ he

o~ they shaH bring in. ~or the Queen's Al~]erican Rangers.
No more than forty shJlhngs bounty to be gl\'en to any man
which is to be applied towards purchasing necessaries-t~
se.\,\'e during. the pres~nt rebellion, and no longer. They
wlIl have their proportIon of all Rebel lands, and all privi-
leges equal to any of his Majesty's troops. The officers are
to be. the .best judges. in what manner they are to get their
men In, e1ther by partIes, detachments, or otherwise, as may
seem most advantageous, which men are to be attested be-
fore the first Magistrate within the British lines.

. ROBERT ROGERS,

Lt. Col. Commandant of the Queen's Rangers.
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GENERAL HEATH TO GOVERNOUR TRU~IBULL.

Peekskill, December 30, 1776.

SIR: By Colonel Chester, this moment arrived f.'om his
Excellency General Washington, who is at Newtown, I
have the pleasme to acquaint you that early on the morn-
ing of Thursday last his Excellency in person, at the head
of about three thousand of our troops, crossed the Delaware
and attacked the enemy at Trenton, consisting of about six-
teen hundred men; and after a brisk action of thirty-five
minutes, entirely routed them. One Colonel, two Lieuten-
ant-Colonels, three Majors, four Captains, eight Lieutenants,
twelve Ensigns, one Judge-Advocate, two Surgeons' Mates,
ninety-two Sergeants, twenty Drummers, nine Musicians,
twenty-five officers' servants, and seven hundred and forty
rank and file, were taken prisoners, besides killed and
wounded; six pieces of brass cannon, two of which were
twelve pounders, twelve drums, four standards, twelve hun-
dred small-arms, six wagons, a number of swords, caps, &c.,
are trophies of victory. We had not more than four killed
and eight wounded. All the prisoners except one were
Hessians. Our troops behaved with the greatest bravery.
This signal victory at this time will be productive of the
best consequences. Ardour glows in every face. And I
hope we shall soon retrieve all our Tosses.

I am, with respect and esteem, sir, your obedient, hum-
ble servant,

W. HEATH.

P. S. Please to transmit this news to Providence, to
Governour Cooke. I ha~'e sent an express to Boston.

\V.H.
Hon'ble Governour Trumbull.

REPORT OF COURT OF INQUIRY ON CAPTAIN HA~ILEN, DECEM-

BER 30th, 1776.

The proceedings of a Court of Inquiry, whereof Colonel
Read is President, which sat this day at Peeks Kill, agree-
able to General Orders, to inquire into the conduct of Cap-
tain E. Hamlen, with respect to his transactions while at
Tappan, with the sick:

Colonel Read, President; Captain Seagrave, Captain
Allen, Captain Ball, Captain Soper, Members.

Captain Clapp's Evidence.-Captain Clapp says, that
some time in October last, Colonel Tupper and his detach-
ment retreated over DoM's Perry, with some publick stores.
Soon after Captain llamlen, who was taking care of the sick
of General Nixon's brigade at Taupon, applied to the Col-
onel for some wine, molasses, and rice, that was in his cus-
tody, be]onging to the publick; a quantity of which stores
Captain Hamlen received, and gave his receipt in full for
the same.

Captain Harwood's Evidence.-Some time in October
last Captain Hamlen applied to Colonel Tupper for some
wine, molasoes, and rice, then in his custody, belonging to
the publick. Colonel Tupper being in doubt as to deliver-
ing the articles, said he did not know as he had a right to
deliver tbem, inasmuch as he was no Commissary. Captain
Hamlen then urged the necessity of the sick; consequently,
Colonel T. delivered the stores, and took Captain Hamlen's
receipt. When Captain Hamlen applied for tbese articles,
be urged that they were allowed as Hospital stores. Upon
Captain H. being interrogated how he came to sell the
afore-mentioned stores, he answered, "'Vhere shall I be if I
don't sell them, as I am obliged to maintain the sick at seven
pence half penny per day per man, and have given my re-
ceipt for them?" Upon which Colonel T. replied, "I don't.
know I had a right to deliver tbem, but I did it for the best;
and would have you give back the money you have taken,
and deliver the stores gratis, agreeable to the direction of the
doctors; the sick shall not pay for the stores. If any body
has to pay for them, I will do it. I will settle with the
Commissary fOl'them." Insisted upon having the articles,
alleging they were Hospital stores, and they were not to be
had any where else.

Lieutenant Sears's Evidence.-Testifies the same as Cap-
tain Harwood; and farther says, that Captain IIamlen asked
for some rum that was in Colonel Tupper's custody, and
said that it was wanted for the nurses, and was allowed
accordingly in the General Hospital. Colonel Tupper an-
swered, the nurses ought to have an allowance of rum, but

he could not spare that then present, because it was private
property.

Captain Hamlen, to save the trouble of evidence, grants
he sold wine at twel ve shillings per gallon, molasses at eight
shillings per gallon, York currency, and rice at three pence
per pound, lawful money; and farther grants that he ordered
the kidneys and all the tallow to be taken from the beef,
and tried up, and made into candles for the use of the sick
in the Hospital, and, after supplying them, sold the rest to
the inhabitants.

Joseph Whiting's Evidence.-Says that the best pieces
were taken from the beef, and the poorest de]ivered to the
soldiers; and that he has seen the inhabitants carry away
some of the best pieces of beef; but says he never made
any complaint to any of the commanding officers of sick
that the beef was poor, or that they were not well provided
for; but says there was some uneasiness among the sol-
diers.

John Lincoln's Evidence.- The same as Whiting; and
that he once saw the inhabitants, after tbe beef was cut up,
ask the price, which was different according to the good.
ness, and then they took such pieces as they liked. I never
complained at any time to Captain Hamlen that I was un-
justly dealt by, but did to the person that tended me. I
ha ve often heard the soldiers complain that they thought
they did not have the beef as it would hold out for good-
ness.

Joshua King's Evidence.-Testify the same as Lincoln.
I have bought rum by the half pint of Captain Hamlen's
son, in his apartment. I asked one Hooper, a soldier that
was there eight or ten days; what duty he did. He said he
was making candles.

James Bonney's Evidence.-That Josiah Jones, a sol-
dier, was employed in making soap and candles above a
fortnight, at Captain H.'s.

George Frazier's Evidence.-Says he bought rum and
cider of Captain Hamlen's son, at Captain lIamlen's apart-
ment.

Robert Fuller's Evidence.-That he drew a piece of
neck beef that was hurt, and smelt Lad. I returned the
beef to the officers. Tbey ordered me to the steward, and
I had it exchanged for three pounds less. The steward
said I was very difficult, and those Ihat made the least diffi-
culty fared the best; and that was the reason I never com-
plained afterwards.

Sergeant Lincoln's Evidence.-That the best pieces
were taken f)'om the beef, and sold, and the poorest sold to
the soldiers at three pence, York currency, pel' pound, and
to the inhabitants at six pence, five pence, and four pence,
according to the goodness.

Captain Allen sworn, bat knew nothing of the matter
but hearsay.

Ensign Cotton's Evidence.-Captain Ilamlen accounts
for the ration money at seven and a half pence per day per
man, to me weekly, for all the so]diers under my care; and
I deJivered a return of what provision was necessary daily to
the tenders of the sick, and have often seen them supplied
accordingly. 1 never heard any complaint from any man at
all under my care, except in the case of the beef which I
ordered to be exchanged. The sick were daily supplied
with meat, bread, rice, molasses, potatoes, candles, meal, soap,
salt, and vinegar, when to be had; also milk, at the rate of
one pint per man per day, till it grew scarce; then they were
supplied with the other articles to the same amount, and this
was done for seven and a half pence per man per day. On~
soldier was employed as a butcher, while he was we]], con-
standy.

Ensign Remmington's Evidence.-I had the care of the
sick of Colonel Varnum's regiment under the direction of
Captain Hamlen. I received of Captain Ramlen seven and
a half pence per man per day, and with that I suppliedthem
with the articles in the afore-mentioned evidence. I have
often seen the provision, and never thought the men were
wr~nged. Thought they were well provided for; never
heard a word of complaint among the men, notwitbstanding
I often told them to let me know it if they were wronged,
and I would see them righted. I had positive ordcrs from
Colonel Varnum, if Captain Ilamlen, had need of butchers,
to detain one or more men for that purpose.

Mr. Samson (the steward's) Evidence.-I had the care
of all the stores for the sick under Captain If. I daily
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NEW-YORK CONVENTION TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

SIR: I am directed by the Convention to make a further
application to Congress on the subject of clothing our levies.
The situation of this State is such that it is impossible for us
to get the several articles necessary for this purpose. And
after we had procured at Philadelphia a very considerable
quantity, it was taken by the Committee of Safety ill that
city, and applied for the use of their own soldiery. It (rave
the Convention great pleasure to learn, about a month ~go,
that our sister Colony of Massachusetts-Bay bad been aLle
to procure materials for clothing their quota of troops, and
that pleasure hath been greatly increased by our information

SENTENCEOF GENERALCOI,RT MARTIAL. of tbe capture of clothing for twelve thousand men by a
December30th, 1776. Continental ship-of-war, and of the an-ivai of a vessel from

The proceedings of a General Court Martial held at Prance, with a large assortment of clothing on account of
Pecks Kill, on the 17th day of December, 1776, by order Congress. As there is not anyone State in America which
of Brigadier,General James

~ Clinton, for the trial of all such has suffered so severely as New- York in the present war,

*

dot them, according to the returns made by the officers of
each ward. I took what care I could to proportion the
bad pieces of bpef with the good. J believe there was but
a triAe of odds between the pieces delivered to the soldiers
and others, but think that the people where the officers
boarded generally had the best pieces of beef. I have
heard the men say they could not use all their allowance-
they had more than they wanted; in particular, R. Fuller,
one of the evidences, has himself brought back allowance
and thrown it into the store, and said they could not eat it
before it would spoil. They had more provision than they
wanted.

DoctOl' Tenny's Evidence.-Tmmediately after the sick
were put into quarters, I, with another Surgeon, went
through the various wards and prescribed the diet of each
particular patient, according to the diet table of General
Hospital, which we gave to the officersof those departments.
together with tbe diet table itself. By these they regulated
their daily provisionreturns. I aJtered tl1ese tables as often
as the case required. I often asked the sick whether they
had a plenty of provisions? They always told me they had,
except a few whose appetites required more than I thought
proper to allow them. I never heard any complaint of a
deficiency of good provision except once, which I found
happened through mistake. As to the wine, I, with the
other Surgeons, conceived that Colonel Tupper had no right
to deliver it to tbe sick as Hospital stores. Fearing there
would be a difficulty, and unwilling to be brought into dif-
ficuJty, declined giving orders for the wine, till application
was made to General Greene, who ordered it to be sold.
As to the best pieces, I have heard the people where I lived
complain that they had not so good beef as they ought to
have. On the whole, I fulJy believe that the sick under
Captain Hamlen's care could not have b~en better provided
for, for seven and a half pence per day per man, than they
were.

Sergeant Hammond's Evidence.-I had the care of the
publick stores, consisting of beef, bread, &c., left by Colo-
nel Wharton in Captain Hamlen's custody. I was entrusted
with the delivery of the same. Finally, when I was about
to leave the stores, I had about four hundred barrels of
hard bread left of the said stores, I wanted to get rid of,
and knowing there was troops under Colonel Tyler, did
not know but they might want. I offered it as publick
stores, if Colonel Tyler would give his receipt for it, but he
did not want; and farther, that Captain Hamlen never gave
me any orders, directly or indirectly, to dispose of any pub-
lick stores, only by receipt, according to the Commissary
order, I was sick in the Hospital under Captain Hamlen's
care. I was always as welJ provided for as I could expect.
I had more allowance than I could use, nor did I ever hear
any complaint among the soldiers on this head.

DECISION OF A COURT OF IN"lTJIRY.

A Court of Inquiry, whereof Colonel Read is President,
which sat this day at Peeks Kill, agreeable to general orders,
to inquire into the conduct of Captain Eleazer Hamlen,
while taking ca're of sick at Tappan; the Court, after hear-
ing the evidences, and maturely deliberating upon and
weighing the same, are unanimously of opinion that the
conduct of Captain Hamlen, with respect to the sick under
his care and the disposition of the publick stores entrusted
with him, bas been agreeabJe to his orders, as well as to the
rules of justice, prudence, and good economy; tbat the com-
plaints against his conduct tbat have come before us, are by
no means supported; and consequently, that bis character
must, in our bumble opinion, stand as fair in the eye of the
world as ever.

Peeks Kill, December 28th, 1776.
JOSEPH READ, President,

For and in behalf of said Court.

A pproved per W. HEATH,ltl. General.

personsas should be brought beforesaid Court; of which
said Court Colonel Thomas was President.

Members:
Lieut. Colonel Hall, Lieutenant Dire,
Captain Roll, Lieutenant Seton,
Captain Platt, Lieutenant Sherwood,
Captain Stuard, Ensign Read,
Captain Allen, Ensign Henshaw,
Lieutenant Yates, Captain Dodge.
Lieutenant Sumway,

The Members being assembled, the President made
choice of Captain Dodge to act as Judge Advocate.

The Members and President being sworn, proceeded to
the trial of David Keerts.

The Court examini11g the crime alleged, are of opinion,
that the prisoner's crime doth not come under their cogni-
zance, and that the prisoner be discharged as soon as may
be.

Joseph Posey, Alexander Bichell, Jacob Hasmo, and Jo-
seph Newman, being arraigned before the said Court, for
inlisting more than once in the service of the United States -
of America, and taking money for the same; and being
asked whether guilty or not, each plead Guilty of said charge.
Whereupon the Court adjudge the prisoners gui1tyof a
breach of third article of war, section the sixth, and order
that each of them receive thirty-nine lasbes on the naked
back, and repay the money they bave received of those
officers who inlisted them after they were inlisted the first
time, and that they be discharged from their confinement.

The within are the proceedings of the within-mentioned
Court-Martial. THOMASTHOMAS,

President of said Court, S{c.

GENERAL JAMES CLINTON TO COMMITTEE OF ARRANGEMENT.

Fort Montgomery, December 30, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Captain De Witt informs me he is in want
of a Lieutenant in his company, and that he would be glad
to have Jierck De Witt appointed as such; he applies to
me to recommend him. I know him weJl; he has served
this season in my brother's brigade, hut had no commission,
though, in my opinion, he would make a good officer, if you
see fit to appoint bim.

JA~IES CJ.I~TON, Brig. Gen'l.

To the Gentlemen of the Committee of Arrangement for the
State of ~New- York.

RESOLUTION OF NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

In Convention of the Representatives of the State of New-York, ~
Fishkill, December 30th, 1776. 5

Resolved, That General George Clinton, General Scott,
Mr. Duer, and the other Members of the Commiltee for
carrying on a Secret Expedition in the COllnty of West-
chester, be, and hereby are, autborized to make drafts on
the Treasury of this ~tate for any sums, in the whole not
exceeding six hundred Pounds, for the purpose of executing
the powers with which they are vested; and that the said
Committee account for the expenditure of the same.

By order.
A true copy from the Minutes.

Attest: JOHN McKEssON, Sec'y.
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as there is not one whose commercial resources have been
so entirely cut off, we submit it to Congress whether she
ought not to have a particular attention in the distribution of
those articles which belong to the United States, and which
by no cal'e or industry can be procured on her separate ac-
count. In a word, sir, I am directed by the Con \'eotion to
assure Congress that they are of opinion our regiments will
be speedily filled if we can get any thing to cover them, and
that without clothes they cannot possibly get troops.

General jt[orris, who is directed to repair to Congress, is
charged with this letter, and instructed to urge for their
answer, on which the safi~ty of this State and the success of
the common cause greatly depend.

I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient and very
humble servant.

By order.

To the Honourable John Hcpwock, President of the General

Congress.

GENERAL SCHUVLER TO THE PRESID.ENT OF CONGnESS.

[Read 14 January: Referred to J. Adams, Harrison, R, H. Lee, Whip-
. pJe, Hayward.]

Albany, December 30th, 1776.

SIR: That I have not been honoured with the com-
mands of Congress, on the various matters mentioned in my
former letters, and in a paper which I delivered to :Messrs.
Stockton and Clymer on the 11 th ultimo, is most probably
to be imputed to the necessity it has been under of giving
the dosest attention to the manamvres of the enemy in
Jersey. This consideration, and that of the winter's being
considerably advanced, has induced me to proceed in making
such preparations for the next campaign as I deem essen-
tially necessary, without waiting the determination of Con-
gress, trusting that Congress will readily pardon every faux
pas I may commit from erring in judgment.

On the 3d instant I addressed myself to General Ward
on the subject of cannon and military stores. From the
copy of his letter, which is enclosed, Congress will perceive
that I am not likely to receive any Hid from the Massachu-
setts-Bay. I have, however, since tbe receipt of his letter,
wbich was received on the 29th instant, written by express
to tbe Honourable Thomas Cushing, entreating that the
Legislalure of that State would reconsider the matter, a.nd
furnisb what cannon, &c., they can, and urged the necessIty
of their beincr sent whilst the earth is covered with snow, as
a great expe~se in the transportation will be saved by these
articles being carried to Ticonderoga in winter. I bave
made similar applications to Governour Trumbull and the

President of New-H(Jmpshire, and I propose in a few days
to visit the Convention of this State on the same subject;
for, indeed, unless a sufficient number of C;lnnon and am-
munition can be procured, we must inevitably lose Tyonde-
roga; and wh;lt the consequences of such a disaster would
be, are too evident to dwell upon.

I have caused ten blacksmiths' shops to be erected in this
city, and engaged workmen to be employed i.n making .in-
trenchincr tools, axes, nails, &c" and hope, wIth the assIst-
ance of the smiths ill the vicinity, to get a sufficient stock
of those necessary articles, provided I can any holV procure
a quantity of steel, for which I have applied to the 1J;Iassa-
chusetts-Bay. But lest nOne should be sent me from tbence,
I mllst arrain entreat Congl'ess to order three tons from Penn-
sylvania 001' Jersey, with all the despatch possible.

I bave ordered all the provisions that can be procured, to
be sent to Fort George, Cheshire's, and Ticonderoga. I
fear a deficiency of salted meat, of which a sufficient stock
should be laid in, as it would be risking too mucb to depend
upon the precarious supply of fresh beef, at a time when
the fortresses may be invested by the enemy.

Forarre is la )'inrr in for the cattle, which it will be neces-o 0

5ary to employ in the spring, both at Tyonderoga and On
the communication to it.

Directions are given for repairing the batteaus in Lake
Champlain and Lake George, and for building one hundred
and fifty adapted to the navigation of Hudson's anp the
Mohawk's rivers and Wood Creek. Should the enemy be
able to force us from Ticonderoga, it will be possible for
them, altbough we keep possession of ]}[ount Independence,
to get into Lake George, by drawing their batteaus over
land from below Tyonderoga; for although the task would

be arduous, yet it is feasible, and ought to be guarded against.
I therefore propose to build five or six flat-bottomed vessels,
of considerable force, on Lake George, and shall begin to
prepare the necessaryarticles in tbe beginningof February,
unlessCongress should please to direct otherwise; and about
tbe same time I propose to hegin the necessary work of
obstructing the navigation of Lake Champlain, between
Tyonderogaand Mount Independence,which I hope to ex-
ecute so effectually as not to leave a possibility for any kind
of craft to pass, whilst we keep p~ssession of the latter
place, and which I tbink we can do against any force what-
ever, provided we have a sufficient garrison, properly supplied
with cannon, ammunition and provisions.

A considerable quantity of cordage and oakumis wanted.
If it C;lnoot be supplied in this State, I shall send to the
Eastern ones; and so, indeed, I must for many articles that
will be wanted. I wish, therefore, a resolution of Congress
directing every State to comply \vith my applications in
whatever they can.

The Indians have sent me a friendly. message,and I bave
great hopes that they will abide by tbe neutrality they have
promised to observe. A report prevails that the enemy
have requested the ]}lohawks to remove into the country.
beyond our settlements; but I have reason to believe that it
is void of foundation. I soon expect a visit from a consid-
erable number of cbiefs and warriours. They are in great
distress fvr blankets. Unfortunately we have none here. I
have applied for some to the Massachusetts-Bay and New-
lIampshire, and may probably receive some from thence.

The Legislature of tbe Massachusetts-Bay have ordered

one fourtb of the Militia of the County of Berkshire, and
one eighth of tbat of Hampshire, to Tyonderoga, to con-
tinue three months in service. Part of one regiment is
marcbed from the former. What the whole number wi]] be
£'om botb, I cannot make a guess at. No troops are yet
arrived here from Connecticut; nor can I learn that any are
got to Tyonderoga from Hampshire. Neither was any part
of Colonel Warner's there on the 26th; and Colonel Wayne
ad\'ises me that he has no hopes of any troops remaining
;lfter the term of their inlistment expires, unless it be the
Pennsvlvanians, who, he believes, will not quit thepostuntil
regularly relieved. For three weeks, or perhaps a month
to come, we have Jittle to fear from our enemy, but as after
that Lake Champlain will be passab]e, it is probable they
wi]] make an attempt, as I am well informed tbat they have
two regiments at St. John's, three at Isle-aux-Noix, and a
small body as an advanced post on Isle-la-]}[ottc; and I
conjecture that they would hardly keep so many troops at
those places, if tbey did not meditatea winter's expedition.
It is therefore of importance that the garrison should be
strengthened, and have therefore repeated my former appli-
cation for assistance to the Eastern States.

Those of Van Schaiek's and Gansevoort's regiments that
are raised, are under orders to march to Fort Edward, Fort
George, Cheshire's, and Skenesborough; but I fear the gar-
risons of tbose places wi]] ha ve left them before the relief gets
there, which is detained through want of blankets, which
I am trying to collect from the inhabitants in this City and
County.

Tbe non-commissioned officers and privates of Colonel
Nicholsr:m's regiment are all engaged in other corps, to serve
during the war or for three years, and the officers mentioned
in the enclosed list are unprovided for. I beg the directioQ
of Congress with respect to them.

Colonel Livingston has given me a list of some officers,
copy of which I enclose for the approbation of Congl'ess.
Perhaps some of Nicholson's officers might be provided for
in Livingston's.

Most of the men in Colonel Elmore's regiment would re-
engage for the war. Some have already done it; but I bave
inhibitedthe recruiting officersof other corps to in list any
more of the men, as tbey are still to serve to the middle of
April, and Congress may perhaps order tbat regiment to be
kept up, tbat tbere may not be .so many officers unprovided
for. I wish to know the pleasure of Congress on the sub-
ject the soonest possible.

\Ve are greatly at a loss for iron rods to make nails out of.
If I knew where to procure them, I should not trouble Con-
gress.

If any cannon are to come from Pennsylvania,as I be-
lieve there must, for I bave very little prospect of getting a
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supply elsewhere, I wish them to be sent whilst the snow
continues on the ground. The P!lymaster-General informs
me that he has very little cash left. A speedy supply will
be necessary, as such a variety of articles are tQbe purchased,
and so much transportation to be paid for.

The Regimental Paymasters will stand in need of very
explicit instructions for the rule of their conduct. I take
the liberty again to mention the necessity of sending them
very soon, lest the accounts of the new Army should get
involved in that variety of confusion which has attended the
old. If they do not arrive soon, I shall take the liberty to
do it for those in this department.

Much as I wish to do myself the honour to pay my re-
spects to Congress, yet so much is to be done here, and nO
other General Officer in the department, that it would .\1ot
be prudent for me to quit it at this conjuncture.

Colonel Pdlesier was so bent on going to Congress, and
importuned. me so much on the occasion, that I consented,
on his promise to return before the expiration of January.
I hope he will not be permitted to tarry beyond that time.

I perceive by the printed proceedings of Congress, that
several resolutions have passed which immediately respected
this department, but which I bave never received. If tbey
have been sent, I wish you to advise me by wbom. They
are those mentioned in the enclosed abstract.

. January 1st, 1777.-Last evening I was informed that
amon<Tst the letters lately intercepted by the enemy, was oue
from Colonel Trumbllll, the Commissary-General, in which
it is insinuated tbat I had secreted his brother Colonel John
Trwnblllfs commission, as Deputy Adjutant-General. If
it be true that he has asserted such a tbing, I shall expect
from Congress that justice which is due to me. The com-
mission was never sent, at least never received by me j and
if it had been, is there the least probability that I should
secrete it, after having recommended Colonel John Trumbull
to the office, as an active, discreet, and sensible officer?
Tbat gentleman and his brother, the Paymaster-General,
both know, and I dare say will do me the justice to avow,
that I wished to have him employed in a department equally
honourable and much more important, and that I would
have recommended him to Congress if he had chose it.

I jlave ordered the Director of the Hospital to lay in a
sufficient quantity of medicines and necessary stores for the
Hospital. He will find it extremely difficult to procure
them; I therefore wish, if possible, that some lIlay be sent
from Philadelphia.

Be pleased to accept the compliments of this season,
and may every succeeding one bring with it an increase of
happiness to America is my first wisb.

As I do not choose to risk this letter by the common ex-
presses, I have thought it necessary to send an officer, and
Captain Bloomfield, a very deserving one of Colonel Day-
ton's regiment, is the bearer of this. .

I am, sir, with great respect and esteem, your most obe-
dient, humble servant, P SH. CHUYLER.
To the Hon'ble John Hancock.

Boston, 14th December, 1776.

SIR : Your favour of the 3d instant I have received. In
answer to which would acquaint you that the cannon here,
wbich belong to the Continent, were lent to this State by
the Congress; and the Council of this State, to whom I
showed your letter, have determined that none of those
cannon can be spared. All the nails that were in the stores
here have been forwarded to the Quartermaster-General.
The intrenching tools I shall forward to Albany as soon as an
opportunity offers. Those will amount to three or four loads.

A large fleet of the enemy's ships have arrived at Rhode-
Island, but what number of troops are on board we cannot
at present learn. '

I am, sir, with esteem, your obedient, humble servant,
ARTEMAS WARD

Copy of a Letter from J as. TRUMBULL to WILLIAM W IL-
LIA1\IS.

Transmitted to Congress by General Schuyler.
Camp, near North-Castle, 18th November, 1776.

DEA.RSIR: I returned to camp last Saturday week, when
I found the Army like a clan of \vandering Arabs in these
confounded mountains of woods, and every thing in hurry

and confusion. Tn Connecticllt, the Assembly now sitting;
Seymour and Hillhouse governing the Lower House, and
running every thing mad and distracted. The recommend-
ation of officers not. attended to, but the old mode of appoint-
ing by Counties adopted, and the worst, instead of the best,
officers appointed. The good will not now accept offices
which their inferiours in every respect have refused, so that
I foresee the greatest difficulty in raising a new Army; and
nothing under Heaven can save us but the enemy's going
to the Southern Colonies, which may give us an opportunity
to rectify our mistakes and put matters on the footing tbey
ought to be.

I received a letter fi'om Brother Jack, dated the 4th of
November, in which he says he has not received his com-
mission, and resents it highly, as he ought to do. It is scan-
dalous treatment. I apprehend Schuyler has kept it. Mr.
Hancock wrote me immediately On the appointment, that
he had or would send it immediately. I suppose he did it.
lt was as much as an officer of spirit could bear to have it
lie so long as it did before Congress, but worse now; and
he is determined to resent it. I wish you to inform me as
soon as possible whether Mr. H. sent it forward, to whom,
and when, that his resentment may be properly placed.
Such a conductwill ruin the Army and the cause-<Tentle-
men are not to be treated in such manner.

0

I hear Jos. Read has sent his resi<Tnation some time a <TO;.
f

0
'"1\1the nf!.mea common sense, why is it not accepted? That

man's want of abilities in his office has introduced the "reat-
est disorders and want of discipline into this Army; it ~\Jght
to originate from that office. Then he has done more to
raise and keep up a jealousy between the New-fi.'ngland and
other troops than all the men in the Army beside. Indeed,
his stinking pride, as General George Clinton expresses it,
bas gone so far that I expect every day to hear he is called
to account by some officer or other; indeed, he is univer-
sally hated and despised; and it is high time he was dis-
placed. General Gates is expected down soon. Could not
he be induced to take the office again? And if General
Schuyler must command at the nortnward, let General
Greene go there in Gates's place. I find there has been
some motion to Augustine BrQther Jonathan and the Pay-
master at the southward'swages. I wish to know how it
has succeeded. I have sent a petition to Congress to have
my allowance settled. It is backed by General Washi1tO'-
ton. I wish to have it tried at once. I mean to be det~-
mined by the event.

It is said ]t;Iount Washington has surrendered. 'Ve don't
yet I'earn particulars. I am glad a Southernofficercom-
~TJand.ed.The story is not told to his advantage here; be
It as It may, we should not have heard the last of it from'
Reed and some others of his stamp, if a Netv-England man
had commanded.

I shall execute the Congress orders as to provisions for
another year, and for salt; but I meet much difficulty from
tbe privateers, who bid prices of all kinds of provisions on
me; and I fancy will sink to the Continent in that way more
than the value of all the prizes they get, though they are
many and grea~. The chests at Boston, Albany, and here,
run low. I wish they may soon be replenished, as you
knowI cannot go on one foot without cash, especiallywhen
the private~rs' men are flush of that article.

What account have you from France, or about their aid,
&c., which may be communicated? I can't learn any thing
that I can depend on about those matters.

All friends are well at home. Colonel Dyer is added to
the number of Congressmen, in a manner peculiarly agree-
able to him, but not so to some others.

I am, dear sir, your affectionate brother,
. Jos. TRUMBULL.

I have not received a line from you since I left camp.

To Colonel William Williams.

The above is a true copy, taken from HIlO'h Gaine's
New- York Gazette, dated December9th, 1776 ;'''No.1311.
By me,

ROBERT YATES.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THOMAS CUSHING.
Albany, December 30, 1776.

SIR: Last evening I was favoured with your letter of the
16th instant. Colqnel Simmons, with part of a regiment
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fmm the County of Berkshire, marched from bence on
Thursday last. I wish those from tbe County of Hamp-
shire bad been immediately ordered by the nearest route to
Tyonderoga, instead of coming this way, as it would have
much shortened tbe march.

Yesterdav I was advised by letters from the commanding
officer at Tyonderoga, that the troops now there will not
remain a day longer tban they are engaged for, except the
Pennsylvania battalions, whom he believes will not quit their
posts until regularly relieved. I cannot ascertain to what
number a fourth part of the Berkshire and an eighth of the
Hampshire Militia will amount to. I hope it will be some-
thing considerable, as we ought not by any means to have
less than two thousand five hundred effecti\'es at Tyondero-
ga, lest the enemy sbou]d make an attempt this winter and
carry tbat important place. I have information that two of
their regiments are at St. John's, three at Isle-au-Noix, an
advance party at Isle-la-~lotte, and the remainder of their
troops in different quarters in Canada. Should the enemy
lea ve us unmolested this winter, I sball hope that they will
not be able to penetrate from the northward in slHing or
summer, provided troops, cannon, and ammunition, are [ur-
nished me.
. By a letter from tbe HonourableGeneral Ward, of the
16th instant, which I also received last night, I find that I
am to expect no cannon [rom your State. There are none
in this, nor can I procureany fi'omPennsylvaniaor Jersey.
I am not yet advised what Connecticut can afford me; but
I am confident it will be greatly short of our wants. I wish,
therefore, the Legislature of your State would consider the
matter and supply me with all the cannon you possibly can.
I must also entreat, that as much powder, lead, and cartridge
paper, may be sent as can be collected in your State; and
as those articles are much easier and cheaper mO\'ed in
winter than they can be at any other time, I shall hope that
they may be forwarded without delay. The cannon, if any
are furnished, might be carried directly to. Tyonderoga,
where the A. D. Q. M. General will pay the expense of
transportation; the powder, lead, and cartridge paper, to
this place.

. The enclosed to the New-Hampshire State contains a
like application. Permit me to beg the favour of you to
forward it by express.

I am, sir, with great esteem, your most obedient, humble
servant,

PH. SCHUYLER.

Hon. Thos. Cushing, Esq., Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives of the Massachusetts-Bay.
P. S. The Ind£ans appear to contmue friendly to us, and

I have reason to believe they will adhere to the promises of
neutrality which they have made. I soon expect a visit
from them. They are in great want of clothing, blankets
especially. If four or five hundred can be procured, I wish
them to be sent the very soonest possible. I have been
disappointed in procuring two tons of steel from New-Jersey,
.and it is an article so essentially necessary that it cannot be
dispensed with. Pray be so good as to send me that quan-
tity, or rather three tons, if it is to be had.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
PH. SCHUYLER.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO MESHECH WEARE.

Albany, December 30, ]776.

SIR: I did myself the honour to address you in a letter
of the 3d instant, entreating that troops might be sent from
your State to relieve the garrison at Ticonderoga. Although
I have not had the pleasure to hear from you on the subject,
I shall yet hope that some are already marched. I did not
dwell on the importance Tyconderoga is of to everyone of
the Northern States. Should it unfortunately fall into the
enemy's hands, the consequences would be dreadful, if not
altogether fatal to the liberties of our country.

. The situation of affairs in Jersey and Pennsylvam:a leave
me very little hope to receive a supply of military stores
from thence. This State has none. All that Connecticut
can spare will be greatly short of our wants. I have no
encouragement from the. Massachusetts-Bay, and I must
therefore most earnestly entreat for a supply from your

.State. The number of cannon wanted is very great; pow-
der, lead, cannon, shot, cartridge-paper, and every necessary

for the artillery, is greatly deficient. I wish therefore to be
furnished with all of every kind that can possibly be collect-
ed. And as the conveyance in winter of these articles to
Ticonderoga is so much cheaper and easier than at any
other season, I wish them to be sent immediate]v.

The enemy have two regiments at St. Joh.;"s, three at
Isle-au-Noix, and an advance party at Isle-la-Mothe.
From this, and a variety of other circumstances, I have
reason to apprehend that they meditate an attack, if they
find our garrison weak.

I have received a friendly message from the Indiana.
Tbey seem determined to adbere to their treaties with us.
I expect in a few weeks to be visited by a considerable
party of tbem, wben I shall be under the necessity of
making them a present. Blankets they always expect, and
unfortunately I have not one to give tbem. Let me entreat
you, if any are to be had in your State, to send me four or
five hundred the soonest possible. I shall order immediate
payment for them.

I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient, bumble
servant,

PH, SCHUYLER.
Tbe Hon'b]e President o[ the State of New-Hampshire.

J. TRUMBULL, JUN" TO GOVERNOUR TRU~IBULL.
Albany, 30th December, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: I have nothing of importance since I
wrote you last per Mr. Babcock, unless it be some Indian
intelligence from 1\11'.Kirkland, who tells me that tbey hear
from Niagara, that the commander of that fortis ]ately
dead; that Butler, on intelligence that the Virginians are
building a fort on the Ohio, above Fort Pitt, had sent off
a number of Indians there to make discoveries. He tells
me also, that he is informed that Captain Tice and Joseph
Brant (an Indian who was taken to England last year by
Johnson) had ]ately passed from lIudson river across the
country to Susqueltannah, on ~beir way to Niagara; that
intelligence had gone from them to the ~tlohawks, ordering'
to quit the country and come to lViagara as soon as possi-
ble; that they had important despatches from General Howe
to all the Indians, &c. Mr. Kirkland had sent off runners
to know the certainty of this news.

Some Massachusetts Militia are now coming on to take
post at tbe northward, tiJI recruits can be sent up. I hope
soon to be in Connecticut. Interim, I am your dutiful son,

J. TRUMBULT"Jun.
.

Governour Trumbull.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meetingof the Govecnourand Councilof Safety of
Connecticut, ~Iiddletown, December 30th, 1716-

Present: His Honour the Governour, his Honour tlte
Deputy Governour, Jabez Huntington, William Williams,
William Hillhouse, Thomas Seymour, Esquires.

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table for £3,500, in favoul'
of Captain John Deshon, to dispose of in the service of this
State, and render his account.-(Order delivered Peter
Christophers, December 31st, 1776.)

December 31st, 1776.- The Council of Safety ordered
the Clerk to draw on the Treasurer for twenty pounds of
Gunpowder, in favour of Doct. John Dickinson, for the use
of proving muskets.-(All order was drawn December 31st,
1776, and delivered Doct. John Dickinson.)

CAPTAIN DELAPLACE TO GOVERNOUR TRu~mULL.

Hartford, December 30th, 1776.

As I cannot obtain permission to wait on you, must con-
vey to your Honour, and the honolll'ab]e Assemb]y now con-
vened at "hliddletown, this my request in writing, that leave
may be granted me to go to New- York, in order to effect
an exchange with some of your officers, now prisoners of
war in that city. As this indulgence has been aI/owed
Lieutenant ~IcDermott, flatter myself with the same liberty.
I must further add, that I was the first prisoner brought
here, and can safely say, with a good conscience, that I
have treated laws and people with the greatest respect.

Am, sir, your most obedient servant,
.

WM. DELAPLACE.
Governour Trumbull.
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MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO 'rHE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
State of Massachusetts-Bay, Boston, Decemher 30, 1776.

SIR: Though the progress made by the enemy's troops
be alarming, yet as they have advanced into the country so
far from their shipping, and must be greatly encumbered with
their baggage, provisions, &c., which it will require a great
number of men to guard, the people of New- York, the .Jer-
seys, and Pennsylvania, have a very favourable opportunity
of exerting themselves. It would be a great happiness if
they could co\1ect and join General Washington in sufficient
numbers to enable him to attack and repulse the ehemy, or
at least to stop their progress and cut off their retreat, till a
sufficient body of the new Army could relieve them. If the
several United States are speedy in furnishing their respective
quotas of the eighty-eight battalions required by Congress,
there may be a body of troops in a short time collected
sufficient for that purpose. The misfortunes we have ex-
perienced should not prevent, but animate our endeavours
to effect this necessary measure; and with regard to the
inhabitants of this State, we hope they will operate upon
tbem in no other way, and we have no reason to think that
this will not be the case. In consequence of General Wash-
inrrton's letter of the 6th of November, requesting us to send
fO~I'thousand Militia, to serve till March, we ordered such
a part of our effective men to be drafted as we supposed
would make a body of six thousand, which were all intended.
to be sent to join General Washington, and were ordered
by General Lincoln, the commanding officer, to rendezvous
at Danbury, in Connecticut; but since tbat, about nine
hundred of them, from the two western Counties, have been
ordered to mareh to Ticonderoga, by way of Albany, pur-
suant to a letter from General Schuyler, dated December 3d,
earnestly requesting a body of men to suceeed those whose
time of service was nearly expiring; and about three thou-
sand of them, besides several regiments of Militia and a
company of the Train, were ordered to march by way of
Providence at the uro-ent and re peated re quest of Governour, L:J . . .
Cooke, occasioned by a large body of the enemy landmg
and taking possession of New-Port and the w~lOle Island,
which will probably cause some further detention of them
there; the rest had orders to march directly to the place of
rendez:vous. The frequent removes of the Southern Army
has occasioned us to be uninformed what number of men
beloO"inlf to this State have inlisted into the new Army;

" "
r I

.
but we are taking the necessary measures lor comp etmg
our quota of it; for which purpose it was found necessary
to make an addition of twenty pounds to the Continental
bounty, in lieu of the additional wages that were intended,
said bounty to be (riven to each effective man inJisting to
serve three years, "or during the war, and payable in two
equal notes, issued by uur Treasur~r, on jntel'e~t, at s~x per
cent., payable in four years from theIr dates. Smce thIs was
done, we received your letter and resolve of the 15t!) of
November, but it was then too late to make any alteratlon ;
and to retract or lessen it would have prevented inlistments.
This has been not the effect of choice, but necessity, and
it gives us great regret that such a necessity existed.

With respect to the Continental bounty of twenty dollars
to each man, the resolves of Congress of the 16th Septem-
ber mention that it should be paid by the Paymaster of the
department within which the men should inlist. We
have applied to the Paymaster here, Mr. Eben'r lIancock,
who says he has neither orders nor money for that purpose,
nor has General TVard any orders concerning it. We earn-
estly beg that money may immediately be sent to pay that
bounty which we have ordered our Tre~surer to advance to
the Mustermasters, to be paid to such men as inlist and pass
muster. The large sum advanced by this State for the
Continent, per account already exhibited, we should be glad
it might be agreeable to your honourable body to order to
be reimbursed, having great occasion therefor, to answer
purposes of general concernment to the United States.

Agreeable to your desire, and repeated requests from
General Washington and General Lee to procure clothing
for the Army, our Committees appointed for the purpose
have procured what quantity they could, part of which they
ha ve sent forward, and the remainder has been and will be
delivered to MI'. Abra'm Livingston, pursuant to a letter
from your Secret Committee, to whom the account of it,
agreeable to their request, will be sent. We think it would
be needful it should be well escorted in its carriage through

the States of New- York and the Jerseys; and Mr. Living-
ston, if he finns it necessary, will be authorized to apply for
an escort to General Lincoln, who will have orders to fur-
nish one. Perhaps you may think proper to order further
escorts, in case of accidents.

We think it of great importance that the means of a quick
and frequent communication between the several States and
the Army, and each other, should be kept up; and it was
hoped that the new regulation of the post-riderswouldhave
furnished them; but that regulation has had a contrary
effect, and has produced great irregularity in the arrival of
the mails. It would give great and general satisfaction if it
could be made effectually to answer the end for which it
was intended.

Many of the inhabitants of Nova-Scotia, perhapsmostof
them, are well-affected to the cause of the United States.
A deputation from the town of 1Uauguville, up St. John's
river, applied to us for protection some months past. The
deputies, one of which was Captain Jona. Eddy, propose
an expedition against Fort Cumberland, called by the French
Beau Scjour, where he said the enemy had barracks sufficient
for several thousand men, which, in case of failure in their
attempt on New- York, &c., it was supposed they intended
should answer for winter quarters for part of their Army.
In case the fort could not be taken, he said they could at
least destroy the barracks, and desired some assistance for
that purpose; on which a quantity of ammunition and pro-
visions were granted to them; the consequence of which
has been, that they bave invested the fort, with about three
hundred men, incluJing Acadians, taken a sloop near the
fort, just arrived with provisiPIns,&c., for the garrison, said
to be worth £5,000, arid have also taken prisoners about
fifty of the enemy, among which are Captain Bacon, an
Engineer, Captain TValker, Doctor Collins, and Parson
Eggleston, all of whom, with about. thirty of the St. John
prisoners, together with the sloop, have arrived in this State.
Captain Eddy sent us a letter by Mr. Josiah Throop, dated
Cumberland, 12th November, informing of these particulars,
and entreating for tbemselves, and for the inhabitants of
Nova-Scotia, that they may be assisted with troops, military
stores, &c., in order tbat they may be able to promote the,
general cause, and add another Colony to the United States.
He refers for further intelligence to Mr. Throop, who, by
his memorial to this Court, has accordingly given somewhat
further, and in the said memorial prays that sundry things
may be granted. Someof them we have thought proper
to grant, viz: that coasting vessels, under certain restrictions,
(not yet settled,) be permitted to clear out for Passama-
quoddy, the river St. John's, and Cumberland, in Nova-
Scotia, and that certificates from those places may secure
such vessels on their way back from American cruisers;
that a Colonel's commission be sent to Jonathan Eddy, to
command the forces raised, or which may be raised, for the
defence of the eastern fi'ontiersof this State and the adjacent
places, and the annoyance of the enemies of the United,
States; that a Captain's commission be given to Josiah
Throop, under ColonelEddy, and a Lieutenant's commis-
sion, under Captain Throop, to Mr. Clwbncr, the said offi-
cers not to be entitled to pay until further orders; and that
two hundred pounds gunpowder, six hundred pounds leadel1
ball, and five hundred flints, be delivered to Mr. Throop,
he to be accountable to this Court for the same when called
upon. The other articles prayed for, particularly that their
Army now in Cumberland may be considered as part of the
Continental Army, and taken into Continental pay, we.
thought were prt>per to be laid. before Congress for their
determination.

Upon the whole, it gives us great pleasure that there is
such a spirit in the inhabitants of Nova-Scotia in favour of
the American cause; and we submit it to the seriolls con-
sideration of Congress, whether they ought lIot to be assisted,
and whether it be not likely that such assistance, if speedily
and sufficiently given, will in several ways operate to the
benefit of the United States, and it may eventually add
another to them, A copy of the several papers relative to
this business are herewith sent by Captain Throop, who is
a very intelligent man, and will be able to give you a furtber
account of things.

We lately appointed a Committee to consider, in conjunc-
tion with Committees from the neighbouring States, of means
for preventing tbe depreciatiol1 of the currency. Their
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commission has been since en]arged, and they are no\v Sft-
ting at Providence, in consequence of an application from
the Assembly of Rhode-Island, made since the descent of
the enem y upon' that State. A copy of tbe two resolves
relating to tbis matter is enclosed, for the information of
Congress.
To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of Congress.

FRANCIS SHAW TO JOHN AVERY.

30 December, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I have now the pleasure of informing you of,

a grand victory gained by General Washington at Trenton,
on tbe 26th instant. His Excellency, with about three
thousand men, crossed the Dtlaware on Christmas evening,
and through a very hea\'y storm of rain, snow, and hail,
marched, and began his attack about eight o'clock in the
morning of the' 26th, and after a battle of thirty-five min-
utes routed the whole and took nine hundred and nineteen
prisoners, exclusive of killed and wounded. I was at Head-
Quarters, saw the prisoners, and have the account directly
from the General. If you have not tbis before you receive
this, I must beg you would draw it off in a propel' manner,
as I am but this instant arrived, and the express just set-
ting off.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
"

FRANCIS SHAW.

To Mr. John AVCT1j, Jun.

MEETING OF TOWNS OF WORCESTER COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS.

At a meeting of the ComIilittees of Safety, &c., of the
Towns of Hutchinson, Hardwick, New-Braintree, and Oak-
ham, in the County of Worcester, December 30, 1776.
Upon complaint that sundry persons in said town of Hutch-
inson had occasioned a town meeting to be called there,
to consider of Lord Howe's declaration for restoring peace
in the Colonies, &c., to the great grief and astonishment of
the inhabitants in general:

Upon examination, it clearly appearing to the several
Committees aforesaid, that John Caldwell, Esq., and Cap-
tain John Black, of Hutchinson aforesaid, were the princi-
pal movers in that affair, and that by their bold, daring, and
audacious speeches, in pub lick town meeting, endeavouring
to support it; all which, upon their examination, they justi-
fie(and declared they were not ashamed of; said Commit-
tees think themselves bound in duty, according to their
appointment, and the requirements of the General Court, to
give the publick notice of at least some part of their decla-
rations,viz: the said John Caldwellsaidwe had as bad great
men at helm as there were at England; that the Committee
of Congress, in their situation, could not properly treat with
Lord Howe, and supposed he was empowered to settle with
us upon honourable terms, which terms were, as yet, secreted
from the people at large; that if Great Britain sbould leave
us to ourselves, we could not maintain independence;
that he had rather be under the power of Britain than under
the power of France or Spain, or any Papal power, strong1y
ii1timating we must be governed by one or the other, and
that it was the expectation of the people. Said he never
voted for independence, and was not going to fight for it.
Did say he never had altered his mind from the first; if
the King's Commissioners could be applied to, and we could
not have redress, he was for abiding by the cause. .

Tbe said John Black said, the American Congress were
guilty of palpable falsehood, and he could prove it; that
ihey were guilty of perjury and deceit, that they called
Heaven" to witness in their declaration of war, read to the
Army on Prospect Hill, that they did not aim at indepen-
dence, when it was evident to him it was their aim and
view f!'Om the beginning of the dispute. That our mer-
chants and head men had been to blame all along, and he
appeared to justify the conduct of King and Parliament as
suppOl.ting their dignity. Said two-thirds of the people on
the Continent were against. He told the assembly in town
meeting,

"
You expect to maintain independence, but you

will not one of you have it. You will see in six months
you will be conquered; you will not treat with Lord Howe,
who would grant honourable terms." He insisted obsti-
nately against the advic~ of the people of his own town,
and the several Comnllttees present; that we had ne\'er
heard his proposals of reconciliation, which he was wiIIing

and desirous to make. It appeared that he gave several of
his own town's people Mtice that there was one more de-
claration coming out soon from the Howes, with a limited
time of pardon, which was the last offer we should ever
have, and this some time before it was published. He
owned, upon examination, tbat he was informed of it near
two months before the publication; said he sacredly pro-
mised his informer to save his character and secrete his
name, and positively refused the Committee to give his
informer';, name, 01'even to tell so much as what part of the
wor!d he belonged to.

"

U pan the whole, the several Committees aforesaid are
unanimously and dearly of opinion, that the said Caldwell
and Black justify each other in many of their assertions,
and have, with design and artifice, done all in their power to
violate the Resolve and Declaration of Independence of the
most honourable Cong-ress, and to prevent the means of our
common defence, and ought to be held up to pub]ick view
to deter othet's from such evil examples. And we trust
they will, by authority, be disabled from holding any publick
office.

We trust the very extraordinary conduct of these persons,
when the publick consider how the petitioners of the num-
ber of seven after all their pains taken, got but two to vote
with tbem out of betwixt one and two hundred voters, wil(
appear to the honour of the town where the meeting was;
and spirit the pub]ick to follow their noble resolution in the
important and just cause we are engaged in.

Per order. JAMES WOODS, Chairman.

ARTHUR LEE TO THE SECRET COMMITTI:E.

Paris, 31st December, ]776,

GENTLE~IEN: I had the honour of receiving your favour
of the 2;Jd of October, announcing to me my appointment
as one of tbe Commissioners from the Congress of tbe
United States oj America.

I cannot express how much I am obliged to that most
respectable body for giving me an opportuuity of showing
how much I prefer the serviceof my country and her pre-
sent cause, to every other pursuit and situation in life.

I had tbe happiness of joining Dr. Franklin and 1\11'.
Deane the day after the arrival of the former at this p]ace.
We have employed every moment in preparing (he way
for fulfilling the purpose of our mission. It is impossible to
say yet in what degree we shall he able to accomplish our
instructions and our wishes. The politicks of Europe are
in a state of trembling hesitation. It is in consequence of
this that I find the promises which were made me by the
French agent in London, and which I stated to you by Mr.
Storey and others, have not been entirely fulfilled. The
changing the mode of conveying what they promised was
settled with Mr. Deane, whom Mons. llortalez found here-
upon his return, and with whom all the arrangements were
afterwards made. I bope you will have received some of
the supplies long before this reaches' you. Infinite]y short
as they are of wbat was promised in quantity, quality, and
time, I trust they will be of very material service in tbe
operations of the next campaign. It is that, to use the
words of our arch enemy, to wbich we must look, and no
exertionsin preparing for it can be too great, because the
events of it must be very decisiv.e.

I have the honour to be, &c., ARTHUR LEE.

SOUTH-CAROLINA COONCIL OF SAFETY TO MASSACHUSETTS

COUNCIL.

In the Council of Safety, Charles-Town, South-Carolina, ~

"

31 December, 1776. 5
GENTLEMEN: The bearer, Ca ptain Robert Cochran, being

sent by us to procure seamen in your Colony for the defence
of this, we take tbe liberty of reguesting that you will afford
him every assistance in your power which he may want in
this business. From your zeal in the common cause of
America, we doubt not that he will meet with your support
and countenance. Be asslI1'ed that we shall think ourselves
bappy in rendering any service to our bretbren in the ]Jlas-
sachusetts-Bay, and testify upon every occasion the esteem
and reO"ard which we have for yoUI' honourable Board.

By ~rder of the Council of Safety.
HENRY LAURENS,President.

The Hon'ble the President and Members of tbe Council of
lUassachusetts- Bay.



Dollars pro
Rations.Calendar

month.

---(includingtable) .. . . . . . 500 -...................... 166 15
a separate department,
..................... 332 -
..................... 125 12
..................... 125 -
era\.. . .. .. .. .. .. . . . .. 50 -..................... 150 0

eneral . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 60 6
I.................... 80 6
-General.. . . . ... . . . . . 40 6

ter-General.. . . . . .. . . . 26~ -
of Mtll!ters ........... 40 6
-General. . . . . . . . ... . . . 40 6
...................... 100 6
neral....,.......... . 50 6
..................... 26~ -..................... 60 0

..................... 30 -
mander-in-Chief.. . . . . . 40 0
r-Generals. . . .... . . . . 33 -

llander-in-Chief .. . . . . . 66 0
0................... . 4:1 -
enera]s in sep. dep'ts.. . 40 0

ry. . .... . . .. .. .. .. . . . 30 -
...................... 50 6

ospital.
Chief Physician, or Di-
ysician.............. '1$4 pr day. 0

...................... g do. -..................... g do. 0

...................... 1 do. .

..................... 2 do. -:r
...................... 4 pr mono -...................... 1 pr week 0

Regiment.

....................... 75 6
...................... 60 5
..................... 50 4

...................... 40 :I
..................... 27 2
...................... 20 2
...................... 40 3
...................... 27~ 2
...................... 33~ 3
...................... 18 2
...................... 33~ 3
....................... 26~ 3
...................... 9 0
nt........ ............ 9 -

. . .. . . . . ... . . . . .. ~.. . . 9 0

........................ 9 0

...................... 8 -...................... 7~ -...................... 7~ -....................... 7~ -...................... 6~ -
's Department.

o two Brigades. . . .. . . . 50 4
o one Bt.igade.......... 40 4
r day... .............. - 3
t Scales, 40-72 . . .... . .. - 2
rs, 32-72........,..... 0 1

1505 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., DECEMBER, 1776.

PAY AND RATIONS OF THE STAFF AND AR~IY OF THE UNITED

STATI<:S OF AMERICA.

WILLIAM ELLERY TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

Baltimore, December 31st, 1776.

SIR: 1 received your letter of the 30th of November, and_
laid it before Congress, and took particular notice of the
very weak condition of our State. Congress are sensible of
its situation; but as they have by a late resolve, which the
President will by this express transmit to you, with a circu-
lar letter in which the reasons (or their doings are contained,
delegated to and invested General T¥ashington with the
whole military power for a limited time, application will
probahly be made to him in every instance which respects
the military department. With regard to the other parts of
your letter, which were ordered to be laid before Congress,
as they required no particular obser-vation, none were made
upon them either by Congress or me.

I was extremely glad to receive so much particular inform-
ation into the affairs of our State, and hope you will continue
to make me acquainted with such dDings of the General As-
sembly, from time to time, as may be thought proper to be
communicated. I should be glad to know whether we have

. any Powder Mills in the State? Whether they are going,
and supplied with saltpetre to keep them in motion? At
present, indeed, if any should have been erected in the State
of Rhode-Island, they may be stopped by the enemy having
entered our State; but I bope so large a force will soon -be
(if it sbould not be already) collected as to give security to
tbe town of Providence, and prevent them from making any
incursions into our State, to confine them to Rhode-Island,
if not expel them from thence, in wbich cases all mechan-
ical business and manufactures may proceed.

In my last, of the 24th of this instant, notwithstanding the
gloomy appearance of our pnblick affairs, I still expressed
hopes that General Washington might be reinforced by the
division under General Sullivan, and the Militia from the

COMMITTEEOF CONGRESSTO MASSACHUSETTSCOUNCIL. State of Pennsylvania, and thus reinforced be enabled to meet
Baltimore,December31, 1776. and drive the enemy from the Jersey. General Sullivan with

SIR : We, a Committee of Congress authorized and direct- his division, and some of the troops from Ticonderoga, whose
ed to employ some suitable person to make appfication to time of in]istment had expired, under General Gates, have
your honourable Board for certain ordnance and other stores joined General Washington, and also some of the Pennsyl-
which have been represented by General Schuyler as imme- vania Militia. Tbis, and the glorious succpss of an enter-
diately necessary fOl' the use of the Northej'n Army-we prise weJI-planned by our General, and as weJI executed on
accordin~ly send forward Colonel Stuart, who will lay before the morning of the 26th, have elevated my hopes, and give
the Board a list of such stores as are wanted, which we hope good reason to expect that ollr cruel foes may be drove from
may be l'rocl1l'ed on just and equitable terms, and transported Jersey. The Pre3ident, I suppose, will send you an ac-
with all possible despatch to General Schuyler. count of that enterprise; but least he should omit it, and as

We need not urge the great importance of having our Army we bave been for some \ime unsuccessful, and this noble
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Artillery and Engineers.
December 27, 1776.-General Washington is empowered

to raise three regiments of Artillery and a Corps of En<ri-
neers, and establish their pay.

0

Horse.
December 27, 1776.-General Washington is empowered

to raise, officer, and equip, three thousand Horse, and estab-
lish their pay.

The above is agreeable to the resoh'es of Congress.
War Office, 3bt December, 1776.
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in that quarter well suppJied with every necessary article,
there being not the ]east room to doubt of General Carleton's
intention as early. as possible to push his forces into tbe East-
ern States, or of his succes!! in such attempt unless seasonably
prevented. It is, therefore, our most earnest request, that
you would afford Colonel Stuart your advice, assistance, and
influence, in the prosecution of this business, and furnish him
with such moneys as he may have need of for the purpose,
in which case your draft on the President of the Congress
will be duly honoured.

\Ve ha ve the honour to be, with very great esteem, your
most obedient, humble servants,

SAMUEL ADAMS, BENJA. HARRISON,

RICH'n HENRY LEE, THOS. HEYWARD, Jun.
WM, WHIPPLE,

The Hon. the President of the Council of lUassachusetts-
Bay.

THOMAS NELSON, JUN., TO GENERAL GATES.

Baltimore, December 31,1776.

SIR: Being one of a Committee appointed by Congress
to prepare a plan for establishing a Board of Wat" and Ord-
nance, and not having a thorough knowledge of the duties
of these Boards, I have taken the liberty to request the
fa~'our of you, when your health will permit, to furnish me
with such a plan as you sball think best adapted to answer
the designs of Congress. !VIy not ba ving the pleasure of a
personal acquaintance with YOll will, I hope, be a sufficient
apology for my addressing you by letter.

I am, sir, your obedient, humb]e servant,
Tnos. NELSON, Jun.

To Major-General Gates.
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exploit may exhilal<lte the spirits of my countrymen under
their present situation, I can't forbear enclosing you a hand-
bill of the particulars, with some additions on the reverse
made from General Washington's letter of the 27th. I
heartily congl<ltulate you on this noble, this unexpected
event-an event which, though by no means decisive, yet
by the spirit it will give to the troops in actual service, to
the Militia in the neighbouring States, to our AmlY, and to
all the United States, is of the greatest importance. I hope
and don't doubt but that it will have a fine effect upon the
troops which may be collected to support our State, and urge
them on to some such enterprise, if they should have an
opportunity to execute it. Among other things that fell into
our hands by the victory at Trenton, were four standards, one
of which is now in the room where the Congress is held, and
directly before me. It is an Hessian silken standard. The
battalions which were surprised and subdued were the regi-
ments of Landspatch, Kniphausen, and Rohl. I would
describe it, if I were acquainted with heraldry, and if it were
of importance enough to engageyour attention. In the cen-
tre of a green field of about four by five feet, is a decorated
gilded circle, which encloses a lion rampant, with a dagger
in his right paw, and this motto in the upper part of it,
"Nescit Pericula." The crest is a crown with a globe
and cross upon it. In the corners at'e gilded decorated cir-
cles, with crowns and globes and crosses on their tops, and
in their middleF. L. in cyphers. A broad blaze extends
from the corners to the piece in the centre, and three small
blazes are placed in the field: one in the middle of the side
next the staff, one in the opposite side, and one in the midst
of the lower side or bottom. How well the mottosuits the
conduct of the troops where it wasoncewaved I shall leave,
and you, sir, with this sincere wish, that the troops in our
State may acquire like trophies, and that this successful,
happy enterprise, may prove an omen of future decisive vic-
tory over our barbarous foes.

I continueto be, with the greatest esteem and considel<l-
. tion, your Honour'smost obedient humble servant,

WILLIAM ELLERY.

_ P. S. Enclosed you have a newspaper which contains the
first number of Crisis: an animated useful performance, and

which ought, in my opinion, be reprinted every where in
America.

The express not going out so soon as was expected, gives
me an opportunity to send you a printed copy of General
Washington's letter, and the return of the prisoners, &c.
What I have called a standard, may be only one of the
colours mentioned in the return. There is a report that a
body of our troops, under General Heath, had taken pos-
session of Hackensack and Fort Lee, and captured one
hundred and thirty prisoners, a number of Tories, &c., &c.
I wish it may prove true. There indeed appears to be good
ground to credit it. I was just now told by a gentleman
who had conversed with the Aid-de-Camp who brought
General Washington's letter, that his Excellency's horse
was wounded under him, and that we had taken more pris-
oners than were mentioned in the return, and more arms.

W.E.
Hon'ble Nicholas Cooke, Esq.

MEMORIAL OF LlEUTENANT~COLONEL ANTILL.

[R~!ld December 31,1776: Referred to the Board of War.]

To the Honourable Continental Congress:

The Memorial of EDWARD ANTILL, Lieutenant- Colonel to
the Regiment commanded by MOSES HAZEN, Esq., hum-
bly showeth:

That after the resolve of the honourable Congress of the
23d of October last, relative to the said regiment being re-
cruited to its full complement upon its original establishment,
the said Moses Hazen divided the duty between him and
your memorialist, and left instructions to fill up eight com-
panies in the Southern district, comprehending the States of
New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, ~Mar!l'and, and 1Tzr-
ginia. That your "memorialist has since received further
instructions from the said Colonel Hazen to issue recruiting
orders to four or five companies more, and upon the whole
had issued orders to ten Captains, all of whom have been
sirongly recommended, either by one ai' more of the hon-
ourable Members of Congress, or a General Officer under

whom they had respectively served with reputation; that
your memorialist has particularJy recommended it to his sev-
eral Captains in the different parts of the country in which
they recruit, to look out for and conditionally bespeak such
articles as would be proper and necessary for the clothing
of their companies; that he has received information from
them that many articles can be procured at a moderate rate.
Your memorialist begs lea ve further to observe, tbat the com-
panies from 17irginia, Maryland, and the Delaware States,
will pass through Christiana-Bridge town, where he hum-
bly proposes they may be mustered by Colonel Samuel Pat-
terson, who must be authorized for that purpose, and be
further permitted to deliver to the respective companies
such arms, accoutrements, and other military stores as they
may have occasion for, in order to complete them for ser-
vice. Your memorialist further observes, that a Paymaster

has been recommended, who has offered two sufficient sure-
ties for the faithful performance of his trust; your memo-

rialist therefore prays the honourable Congress would point
out the mode in which the security is to be given, and the
sum for which the same is to be taken; and that they will
further permit your memorialist to procure the clothing and
necessaries for that part of the said regiment under his care,
and be authorized to draw bills for the same upon such per-
sons as the honourable Congress shall be pleased to appoint;
and further indulge your memorialist in immediately receiv-
ing out of some of the Continental stores at , Wil-
mington, or New-Port, some few pieces of strong linen for
the making and fitting trowsers, leggins, &c., for the men.

All which, if granted your memorialist, he humbly con-
ceives will be for the benefit of the service, and speedy fitting
the said regiment for duty.

And your memorialist shall ever pray.
EDW'D ANTILL, Lt. Colonel.

December 30th, 1776.

PETITION OF ABRAHAM WINENT.

Baltimore, December 31st, 1776,

To the honourable the Continental Congress:

HONOURABLEGENTLEMEN:I beg leave to mfaI'm you
that I was taken out of my bed in the night, from my house
in Staten-Island, on the 19th November, and have been
kept close prisoner at different places ever since, and am
utterly ignorant what is or can be alleged against me for
the cauSe of it, as from the situation of the place where I
lived, it was entirely impossible for the inhabitants to take
an active part on any side, being disarmed, and allowed to
remain neuter by General Washington, and also by General
Howe afterwards. I beg leave to inform your Honours,
tbat I have suffered greatly in health, and in several other
respects, since I was confined, being brought from my fam-
ily, and not permitted to take with me a supply of common
necessaries, or any clothes; I would therefore humbly beg
leave to be heard, either before your Honours or any per-
son whom you may appoint, and that your Honours would
be pleased to discharge me from this close confinement, and
allow me to return to my family and home; which is the
earnest petition of, and will greatly oblige, honourable gen-
tlemen, your most obedient servant,

ABRAHMI WINENT.

PETITION OF PEIRCE HACKETT, AND OTHERS.

To the h'onourable the gentlemen of the Continental Con-
gress :

The humble Petition of the underneath persons most hum-
bly sheweth :

That your Honours' petitioners are indented servants to
one John Hart, of Baltimore town, and each of your Hon-
ours' petitioners not having above one year and a half to
serve, are wi!linO' to fiO'ht and serve under the honourable
Congress in defe~ce orthe United States of America. Your
Honours' petitioners being servants, are willing to allow our
master to receive the bounty money for each of us, together
with a re"asonablepart of our monthly pay, to the amount
of the value of our time. The master of your Honours'
petitioners has at sundry times beat, abused, and used ill
your petitioners, for offering their service to fight for the
country; we therefore,your Honours' most dutiful peti-
tioners and servants, most humbly crave that you, the gen-
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tlemen of the honourable Congress, wilJ take our distressed
situation into your wise consideration, so far as to gain us
liberty to join in some company, as our hearts are free to
fight in the cause of liberty; for life, without liberty, is worse
than death.

Gentlemen of the honourable the Continental Congress,
we remain YOllr Honours' most dutiful, most faithful, and
humble servants till death,

PEIItCE HACKETT,
JOHN CASEY,
JAMES RYAN,
MARMADUKE W ILL'M McDoNNELL.

PETITION OF WILLIAM CLOWSE.

To the honourable Congress of the UNITEDSTATES:
The Petition of WILLIAMCLOWSEmost humbly sheweth:

That your petitioner is greatly distressed in his family,
his wife having for these four months and upwards been
lunatick, and having acted in the most violent manner,
almost to madness; that your petitioner hath been obliged
to employ sundry people constantly to attend her, she sel-
dom having anyinten'als; that his said wife hath a son by
a former husband, who hath turned the age appointed by
Convention; that as all the Militia are departing hence,
whereby your petitioner can ha ve no person to assist him in
the mad fits of his said wife, except her said son is allowed
to stay behind, and no hospital for such being nigher than
Philadelphia, yom petitioner most humbly prays the said
son of his said wife may be excused from going with the
Militia at this time, as he hath no other to help and assist,
,and when his said wife is in fits, may set fire to his house,
or murder deponent and small children; and your petitioner
will pray, &c., WILLIAMCLOWSE.

PETITION OF JOHN CASEY.

To the honourable and worthy JOHNHANCOCK:
The humble petition of John Casey, who has been unhap-

pily trapanned to inlist in Captain Team's company, when
very much in liquor, and am but a poor, unhealthy man,
having a wife and small children; therefore, honoured sir,
I hope you will consider the unhappy state of my poor,
distressed family, whereas they had no other dependence
more than what I earned by the loom, as I am unfit for any
other business.

Worthy sir, it is plainly to be seen that I am no impos-
tor; and if your Honour should think me fit for service, I
am very willing, if there is any provision made for my poor
familv. Kind sir, I am willing to return the clothes and
bounty, and will agree to serve any person that pays the
same, and allow him half my earnings, and the other part
for my family, until all is paid. Worthy sir, I hope you
wifl consider my distress, and for your tender mercy I shall
be on duty bound to pray. JOHNCASEY.

Baltimore, December 31, ]776.

On Saturday last arrived in town, from Philadelphia, the
Hon. Horatio Gates, Esq., Major-General in the Continen-
tal Army, accompanied by Colon~1 Donald Campbell and
Lieutenant-Colonel Stuart.

To the melancholy picture already exhibited of the brutal
behaviour of the Britons, (who vainly boast of being" ever
preeminent in mercy,") aided by Hessian and Waldeck mer-
cenaries, in New- York and New-Jersey, it gives us pain to
add, that they have not only outraged the feelings of hu-
manity to many people who were so unhappy as to fall into
their hands, particularly the fair sex, but have degraded
themselves beyond the power of language to express, by
wantonly destroying the curious water-works at New- York,
an elegant publick library at Trenton, and the grand orrery
made by the celebrated Rittenhouse, which was placed in
the College at Princeton, a piece of mechanism which the
most untutored savage, staying the hand of violence, would
have beheld with wonder, reverence, and delight! Thus are
our cruel enemies warring against liberty, virtue, anp the
arts and sciences. "How are the mighty fal1en!"

One of the Hessian standards, tak.en in General Wash-

'*'

ington's late glorious enterprise at Trenton, was brought to
town by the brave and worthy Colonel Baylor, and pre-
sented to the honourable President of the Congress.

CAPTAIN COOK TO MARYLAND COPNCIL OF SAFETY.

Philadelphi!l, December 31st, 1776.

HONOUREDGENTLEMEN:I wrote you on Tuesday last,
and since that time the greatest part of the people I brought
here is inlisted in the land service, for the sake of the twenty
dol1ars bounty, and gone to the camp. Those who were
sailors have entered in merchantmen, wages being extrava-
gantly high. Since our arrival here, have been helping to
fit out the Delaware two days past. Mr. Morris desired
we should repair on board one of the row-galleys, and follow
that part of the Army that's gone into the Jerseys. We
made the attempt, but the ice prevented us from proceeding,
upon which we were obliged to return. I have used every
persuasive argument in my power to keep them together,
but they complain of the want of clothes, and of their time
being expired. I have not over twelve men with officers
that is now willing to go to camp. I informed Mr. Mor-
ris, a few days ago, of my people's entering and going off,
as there was no immediate call at Philadelphia. I wanted
permission to return to the ship, with what men I had left.
He did not approve of it, but signified what did not return
to advertise. I shall, at my return, give you a list of those
who are gone, and those who return with me.

I confess, had I known We were to have had a winter's
campaign, I would have provided clothes for them. All that
I expected was, to have done what was in my power for
the present occasion, and to have returned to the ship in a
short time. Agreeable to your instructiQns,I wait the pleas-
ure of the Congress or Marine Board to return, or YOlU'
orders for that purpose.

Yesterday there was nine hundred and fiftyHessians come
to this town, prisoners, exclusive of commissioned officers;
and it is reported, since these being taken, there is about
three hundred men, with a Hessian Brigadier-Gen.er;ll, made
prisoners.

I am, honoured gentlemen, your humble servant,
GEO. COOK.

The honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland, at
Annapolis.

COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Phi)adelphia, December 31st, 1776.

SIR: We have the honour to enclose herein sundry re-
solves of Congress just received from Baltimore by express.
We have barely time to read them over, and finding them
so important we would not delay the express one moment.
We find by these resolves your Excellellcy's hands will be
strengthened with very ample powers, and a new reforma-
tion of the Army seems to have its origin therein. Happy
it is for this country that the General of their forces Carl
safely be entrusted with the most unlimited power, and
neither personal security, liberty, or property, be in the least
degree endangered thereby. We shall lose no time in exe;'
cuting the matters assigned us by these resolves; and are
most truly, your Excellency's obedient servants,

ROBT. MORI.tIS,

GEO. CI,YMER,

GEO. WALTON.

His Excellency George Washington, Esq., General and
Commander-in-Chief, &c., &c.

COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS FOR TRANSACTING CONTINENTAL

BUSINESS TO THOMAS NELSON.

Philadelphia, December 31, 1776.

SIR: You will find here an account of Mr. Robert Jewell,
keeper of the Continental State Prison in this city, balance
due him £252 6s. 4~d.; also his accountfQr the salary of
himself and assistants, £229 10s. We thought it best these
accounts should go through the usual forms, and you'll be
good enough to lay them before the Treasury Board, who
will either pass them as they stand, or with such alterations
as they may judge proper. Mr. Jewell is an honest, worthy
man, indefatigable in a di]igent execution of his duty.

We also enclose you an account of John Biddle, for sup_
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porting prisoners at Reading, for settlement whereof the
Council of Safety referred him to us; and as we ha ve no
rule to go by, he agreed to wait your returns on this head.

'When these accounts are passed, if sent back to us, we
will pay the parties agreeable to such directions as you may
give; in the mean time we have advanced Mr. Jewell one
thousand dollars in part of his demand; and remain, sir,
your obedient, humble servants.

CARPENTER WHARTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

PhiladeJphia, December 31st, 1776.

SIR: I transmit you enclosed a copy of the instructions I
have received from his Excellency General T¥ashington for
the laying in large magazines of provision in this State,
at such places as per the enclosed orders; and as a very
considerable sum of money is wanted for that immediate
purpose, I request you will please to order the ?,reasurer to
pay on my account to Mr. Joseph Pennell, AssJstant Com-
missary, seventy thousand dollars, for tbe sole purpose of
procuring"necessary provisions to form the magazines.

I am, sir, your bumble servant,
CARPENTER 'V HARTON.

The Honolll'able John Hancock, Esq.

To .Mr. Commissary 'V HARTON:
SIR: Lay in provision for twenty thousand men, at the

followinrr places and in the following quantities: At York,
four mo~ths; at Lancaster, two ditto; at ]}Iill- Town, ten
d~~ .

Besides the provisions at these places, whIch are to be
considered as maoazines, you should have some deposited
on the roads leadi~g from Lancaster to Winchester, in Vir-
ginia, and from the head of the Bay to Alexandri~, in th.e
same State, for the accommodation of the troops m theIr
march from the Southern Colonies.

You shall also so far look round you as to know that there
are in the vicinity of Philadelphia, and in the city itse~f,
provision enough to serve ten thousand men at least SIX
weeks; but there wil] be no occasion as yet for large pur-
chases or large deposites in this quarter.

Given at Head-Quarters, Bucks County, this Qlst De-
cember, 1776.

- PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL Qi' SAFETY TO cmIMITTEE AT LAN-

CASTER.

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, December 31,1776.

SIR: The Hessian prisoners taken by General Washing
ton on the rnornin!T of the 26th instant are ordered to Lan-
caster. They are" to march from Philadelphia on the Qd
of January. They seem perfectly ignorant of the nature of
our present contest, and greatly dissatisfied with the service.
General Washington has warmly recommended to have them
well informed of tbe reasons. of the war, and good principles
infused into tbem, and we think it a matter of the greatest
consequence. It will be very necessary to prevent our weak
and over-zealous friends insulting or putting them in mind of
their past behaviour. It is our interest to improve the pres-
ent opportunity to make them our friends, and sow the seeds
of dissension between them and the British troops. The
Gtrmans, by treating them as brethren and friends, may do
the most essential service to our cause.

The Council are of opinion, that it might be proper to
appoint persons of discretion for these purposes, to visit
them occasionally, and that, for some time at least, no other
persons should be allowed intercourse with them. A ca~-
tion to the inhabitants bolV to conduct themsel ves on theIr
arrival may not be improper. Little need be said to you
on this subject: your own good sense will point out the
most proper measures. The Council thought it necessary
to give you this early information, that the barracks may be
put into a condition to receive them immediately on their
arrival.

By order of the Council.
I ba ve the honour to be, with great respect, gentlemen,

your very humble servant,
THos. \VHARTON, Jun., Pres't.

P. S. This moment were brought into Council the colours
belonging to the Hessian regiments, eight in number.

On Monday last seven of tbe Light-Horse belonging to

this city perk>rmed an action truly gallant and worthy of
freemen. They were sent to reconnoitre, and, if possible,
to take a prisoner for inteJligence. At a smalJ distance from
Princeton they fell in with ten of the enemy's Ligln-Horse-
men and a Commissary, who were out 011a party to
wagons; seven of whom they took with their Commissary,
and brought them safe to General Washington at Trenton.
They are now on their way to this city.

To William Atlee, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of
Inspection, &c., at Lancaster.

PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COM)UTTEE AT
LANCASTER,

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, December 31, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Your friendly and humane exertions to pro-
vide waaons to remove the inhabitants of this city and their
effects, ;greeable to the request of tbis Council~ deserves
our most grateful acknowledgments, and we are IIllpreg~ed
with a due sense thereof. But as our arms, by tbe blesslllg
of God, bave been attended with an unexpected success,
and opens a more happy prospect to tbe fiiends of America,
wbich makes it unnecessary to remove any more stores or
effects at this time but what can be removed by the wagons
which will unavoidably leave, tberefore we shall have no
present occasion for any more from your County. You
wilJ please to return our thanks to those wagoners who are
upon their way down, dismiss them from our service, and
pay them what you think reasonable for the time they bad
been from horne. Money shall be sent you for that purpose.
We shall depend upon your justice and economy in tlJis
matter.

With the compliments of the season, and congratulations
for the late victory, we conclude.

Your most humble servants.
By order of tbe Council :

THOS. 'V HARTON,Jun., Pres't.

To William Atlee, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of In-
spection of Lancaster.

Philadelphia, Tuesday, December31, 1776.
By the last advices from tbe Jerseys, we learn the enemy

are every where flying before our Army, wbo frequently
take small parties of them. Since tbe aft1ir at Trenton, it
is said, we have taken four bundred, amoilgst wbom are
several officers.

Yesterrlay morning upwards of nine hundred lIessians,
who were taken at Trenton, were brought to this city. The
wretched condition of these unhappy men, most of whom,
if not aJl, were dragged from their wives and families by a
despotick and avaricious Prince, must sensibly affect every
generolls mind with the dreadful effects of arbitrary power.

Last Monday seven of the Light-Horse belonging to this
city took nine Light-Horsemen from the enemy, near
Prince- Town, without firing a gun.

Last Thursday afternoon Colonel Rohl died at Trenton,
of tbe wounds he received that morning.

BENJAMIN RUSH TO RICHARD HENRY LEE.

NeRr Bristol, December 21, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Wherever I go I bear in my mind the small
share of the weight of our deal' country's happiness which
the State' of Pennsylvania bath committed to my care. I
wish sometimes to tbrow my mite into the councils of the
Congress, but as this is impossible for the present, I beg
leave to surrrrest such tbinrrs as have occurred to me, in my
passage th~~Jgb PhiladelPhia to this place, and submi,t it
to your good sense to make any use of them you may thLnk
proper. I need not inform you of tbe general disposition of

the people, in and near Philadelphia, to refuse Continental
money, upon the late prospect of GenerallI(lwe's getting
possession of the city. General Putnam threatening to
confine such people as refused it, and declaring the debt for
whicb the money was offered to be void, produced on1y a
temporary remedy against the evil. PeopJe who had goods
refused to seJl tbem, and men who bad money out at interest
either refused to give up bonds, or kept out of the way
when Continental money was offered for them. The Legis-
latUres of America look up to Congress for a remedy equal
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to the danger of the disease, Suppose you recommend to
every State to make a law, not only to forft'it the debt for
which our money is offered, but to fine the person who re-
filses it severely: this will be more effectual than impriwn-
ment, which, from becoming so common from Tory practices,
has now lost its infamy. The punishment in this case strikes
directly at that principle in human nature, which is the
source of the contempt into which our money has fallen-
I mean avarice, and a want of publick spirit. Pray don't Jet
this matter be neglected; our salvation hangs upon it. I
tremble every time I tbink of the danger of the further
progre~s of the refusal of our money.

Connected with the above subject is the state of the Loan.
Office; if possible, let the resolutions for the last emission
of fi\'e millions of dollars be cancelled. I hope that it will
be the last resolution of that kind that will appear on our
journals. If it is not, the whole Continent must complain
of our injustice, in aJIowing only four per cent. for the money
now deposited in the Loan Office, unless we can give posi-
tive assurance that we shall pay it in hard money. '

I have learnt from many people, and among others from
two New-England officers, that the four Eastern States will
find great difficulty in raising their quota of men, owing to
that excessive rage for privateering, which now prevails
among them. Many of the Continental troops now in our
service pant for the expiration of their inlistments, in order
that they may partake of the spoils of the West-Indies. At
a moderate computation, there are now not less than ten
thousand men belonging to New-England, on board priva-
teers. New-England and the Continent cannot spare them.
They have a right at this juncture to their services an4:.to
their blood. We must ha ve an Army; the fate of America
must be decided by an Army. It must consist of seventy

Or eighty thousand men, and they must all be fit for the field
before the first day of May next. Since the captivity of
General Lee, a distrust has crept in among the troops, of
the abilities of some of our General Officers high in com-
mand. They expect nothing now from Heaven-taught
and book-taught Generals. I hope in our next promo-
tions we shall disregard seniority. Stevens must be made
a Major-General; he has genius as well as knowledge.
Mercer must not be neglected; he has the confidence of the
troops.

Yours, BENJAMIN RUSH.

Richard Henry Lee, Esq., Member of Congress.

P. S. Congress must take up the affairs of our money
wholly. It is a national concern; Legislatures are too dis-
tant, too languid, and, in many States, too incompletely
formed for that purpose.

COLONEL CADWALADER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.
Crosswix, 31st December, 1776.

SIR: A very intelligent young gentleman is returned just
now from Prince- Town. He left this yesterday morning,
and got in about twelve or one o'clock. He would have
returned last nigbt, but General Lesley, who commands,
and Colonel Abercrombie, would not suffer him to go off.
He marie his escape this morning early, and informs that,

from the best information he could get, there were about fi\'e
thousand men, consisting of Hessians and British tl'OOpS-
about the same number of each. I have made a rough
draft of the road from this place, the situation of the cannon
and works begun, and those intended, this morning. He
thinks there are not so many as they report. He conversed
with some of the officers, and lodged last night with them
(Americans.) They inquired what were our numbers; he
mentioned about sixteen tbousand, from the best accounts.
They did. not believe we had more than five or six thousand;
that many were forced into the service, and that they were
deserting in great numbers every day. No sentries on the
back or east side of the town. Tbey parade every morn-
ing an hour before day, and some nights lie on their arms.
An attack has been expected for several nights past. The
men much fatigued, and, till last night, in want of provisions,
when a very considerable number of wagons arrived with
provisions from Brunswick. AJI their baggage sent to
Brunswick, where there are but few men. This confirms
the account I sent you last night. About fifty Light-Horse
at Prince-TowIl, one half qum'tered at Scudder's Mill, the

other on the west of the town. He inquired if any troops
wereon the road. They say there are none on this side
Brunswick. Some Hessians arrived yesterday ('tis ~aid from
Brunswick.) I suppose they were those landed at S01-1th-
Amboy, as I cannot hear any thing of them in this neighbour-
hood.

A party of our Light-Horse brought in this morning to
Cranberry, about thirty mittIe, left by tbe Hessians, in gen-
eral poor.

I received your letter last night by express. Our spy
was near tbe party of Cbasseurswben they were taken)and
says an Assistant Quartermaster-General 01'Commissary was
with them. The enemy had heard it. Major Griffin is
just setting off with a party of two hundred from Cumber-
land.

I am, sir, with great respect, your Excellency's most obe-
dient, humble servant, J COUN ADWALADER.

Major Nicholas, of Marines, informs me that Colonel
Elisha Lawrence (late Sheriff of Monmouth) is now col-
lecting men at Monmouth Court-House. He basgot together
about seventy men. He has put twenty men into prison for
refusing to bear arms. The person who brings the intelli-
gence flew. Major Nicholas i~desirous of going after Law-
rence's party. I think it is not an object at this time, and
have refused the application till I have your orders.

Yours, &c., &c., J. C.
His Excellency General Wash.ington,Head-Quarters.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO ROBERT MORRIS.
Trenton, December 3]st, ]776.

SIR: Our affairs are at present in a most delicate, tbough
I hope a fortunate situation. But the great and radical evil,
which pervades our whole system, and, like an axe at the
tree of our safety, interest, and Jiberty, bere again shows its
baleful influence. To-morrow the Continental troops are
all at liberty. I wish to push our success to keep up the
panick, and ill order to get their assistance, have promised
them a bounty of ten dollars, if they will continue for one
month. But here again a new difficulty presents itself: We
have not money to pay the bounty, and we have exhausted
our credit by such frequent promises, that it has not the
weight we could wish. Ifit be possible, sir, to give us assist-
ance, do it. Borrow money where it can be done. We
are doing it upon our private credit. Every man of interest,
every lover.of bis country, must strain his credit upon such
an occasion. No time, my dear sir, is to be lost.

I am, most obediently and sincerely, dear sir, your very
humble servant, G WO. ASHINGTON.

The bearer will escort the money.

GOVERNOUR TRYON TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN.
New-YQrk, 31st December, 1776.

1\1Y LORD: Last Sunday evening Mr. Wallace and Mr.
Jauncey, two of his Majesty's Council of this Province, with
several other inhabitants thereof, came to town from Con-
ner;ticut, ha ving been discharged by Governour Trumbull
from their confinement upon the express obligation of not
taking up arms against America, and to return to their cap-
tivity if required. By these gentlemen I understand the
temper of the warmest patriots in Connecticut is much soft-
ened, and that they wish for peace; they also tell me, from
the intelligence they had opportunities to collect, tbey are
positive a majority of the inhabitants of Connecticut river am
firm friends to Government. This report I can give the
more credit to, from tbe number of Connecticut men that
inlist in tbe Provincial corps now raising.

The Rebels carrying off the Hessian brigade under Col-
onel RaZZ, at Trenton, has given me more real chagrin than
any other circumstance this war. The moment was critical,
and I believe the Rebel chiefs were conscious if some stroke
was not struck that would give life to their sinking cause,
tbey should not raise another Army. Unlucky as was this
loss, I have received great comfort by the assurances Gen-
eral Heister and General Kniphausen bave given me, (who
are most sincerely and deeply mortified at the event,) that
the Rebels will not, with all their arts, be able to seduce the
Hessian prisoners from their allegiance to their Prince and
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duty to his Majesty. I trust this tarnish to the campaign,
will in due season be wiped away by some brilliant enter~
priss of the King's forces, who entertain the keenest sense
of the insult.

I am, with all possible respect, my Lord, your Lordship's
most obedient, and very humble servant,

WM. TRYON.

GENERAL HEATH 'fO MAJOR SMITH.

Peek's Kill, December 31st, 1776.

SIR: I have just received informationthat a numberof
persons are going to join the enemy this or to-morrow night,
and that they are to rendezvous near the house of one
Joseph Bright. I desire the exertion of your utmost en-
deavours to seize them. Captain Sacket, the bearer of this,
will aid and assist you. You will post parties where it is
most likely for them to pass, which most probably will be
in the by-roads.

I am, sir, your humble servant,
Major Smith.

W. HEATH.

SENTENCE or COURT-MARTIAL.

December 31st, 1776.

At a General Court~Martia1,by order of Major-General
Heath, for the trial of such prisoners as may be brought
before them, Colonel Wyllys, President.

Members.
Lieutenant-Colonel Hall, Captain Shipman,
Major Billings, Captain Scott,
Captain Mills, Captain Oliver,
Captain Venton, Captain Steward,
Captain Bartlett, Captain Stotenborough,
Captain Siller, Captain Prouty.
Captain Speakman,

Captain Jedediah Hide, Judge-Advocate.
The above Court met according to adjournment, and

adjourned to December 31st, at nin!)o'clock in the morning.
The Court being met according to adjournment,
John Young, of Captain Vanttenburg's company, Colonel

Graham's regiment, brought before the Court, and charged
with calling Captain Barlow" A dam'd Yankee," and chal-
lenging him to light. Pleads Not guilty.

The Court are of opinion he be dismissed for want of
evidence.

John Eames, of Captain Persivall's company, Colonel
Huntington's regiment, brought before the Court for at-
tempting to steal a horse. Pleads Not guilty.

The Court are of opinion he be released for want of evi-
dence.

W P .
I SAM'L YLLYS, reszdent.

W. HEATH,M. General.Approved per

COLONEL wiLLETT TO COMMITTEE OF ARRANGEMENT.

Fishkill, December 31,1776.

GENTLEMEN:As the appointment of Ensigns in our bat-
talion is not completed, I beg leave to recommend Christo-
pher Hutton, a young man late of the city of New- York,
who served during the last campaign in Colonel Malcomb's

"battalion, a Sergeant in Captain Brallher's company, with
gr~at cred~t, as I have. been informed by sundry officersof
saId battahon. At a tU11ewhen there are so large a nOm-
bel' looking out for appointments, I should not mention any
person, was I not very well acquainted with this young
man, and did I not personally know him to be of great
merit for a youth of his op'portunities, and that he has such
virtue as is too seldom to be found in our days. His mili-
tary talents, I have reason to believe' from good accounts, are
such as promises him to be an ornament to the Army.

I am, gentlemen,your very humbleservant,
MAJUNUS WILLETT.

To the Committee of Arrangements.

RESOLVES OF THE COMMtTTEE OF SAFETY OF NEW-YORK.

In Committee of Safety for the State of New-York, l
Fishkill, December 31st, 1776. 5

Your Committee appointed to examine Captain Ford,
Sergeant Hathway, Sergeant Trip, and Corporals Sears

and Gray, belonging to Captain Ford's company of artifi-
cers, who were sent by order of General Heath to the Con-
vention, on accusation of plundering the house of Talman
Pugsley of sundry effects, report, that they have examined
the said prisoner:;and divers witnesses, and find that Cap-
tain Phineas Ford plundered the house of Talman Pougsley,
(and by order of the said Captain Ford;) that the plunder
was afterwards divided by his order, of which he received
his share and sent it to Stamford, in CQnnecticut,as appears
by the notes of the examinations of the witnesses hereunto
annexed; that the said Captain Ford has been guilty of
the several facts alleged against him; but that the said two
Sergeants and Corporals, having acted in some measure by
order of their Captain, be discharged.

Ordered, That Sergeant Hathway, Sergeant Tripp, Cor-
poral Sears, and Corporal Gray, of Captain Ford's company,
be discharged from the custody of the guard.

In Committee of Safety
.

for the Stat
.

e
.

of New
.

-Y
.

ork, l
Fishkill, Janqary 1st, 1777. 5

Ordered, That Captain Stewart, of Colonel Dubois's
regiment, send a Corporal with a small guard to convey
Captain Phineas Ford to PQughkeepsie Gaol, and safely
deliver him to the Keeper of said Gao\.

By the Committee of Safety of tbe State of New-Y

.

. ork, l
Fishkill, January the 1st, 1777. 5

To the Keeper of the Common Gaol of DUTCHESS County:
Whereas it appears to the Committee of Safety, that

Captain Phineas Ford is charged on oath with having felo.
J1UJslyplundered the goods and chattels of Talmon Pougs-
ley,- John Martin, and sundry other subjects of this State,
in the County of Westchester, you are therefore hereby com-
manded to receive into your custody the body of the said
Phineas Ford, and him safely keep in the Gaol aforesaid
until he shall be thence delivered by due course of law.

By order of the Committee of Safety:
ABM. TEN BRm;cK, President.

Extract from the MiQutes.
JOliN McKESSON, Secretary.

H. GLEN TO MAJOR FONDA.

Schenectady, 31st December, 1776.

SIR: I have express orders from General Schuyler to
send the bearer, who goes express, for a return of what
provisions there is at your post, and the number of men
there is victualled. You will not detain him, but furnish
him with a return as soon as possible.

I am, sir, your humble servant, H. GLEN.

To Messrs. Major Fonda, Degraff, and John Post, at Fort
Dayton.

MEMORU,L FROM DANIEL 'tUCKER.

To his Excellency Major-General PHILIP SCHUYLER,Esq.,
commanding the Troops of the UNITED STATES, North.
ern Department, &,c., &,c., Sjc.:

Your Excellency's memorialist begs leave'to lay before
you his grievances. My former services you are not unac-
quainted with. I being an inhabitant of Canada, living at
St. John's, on the lands of Jno. Christie, when your Army
came into Canada, was not only a very great sufferer in
ha.ving my hay fields and househohl furniture destroyed, but
was made prisonerby MajorPreston, of the Twenty-Sixth
Regiment of British troops,and kept in confinementin the
fort of St. John's eight weeks, till the happy surrenderto
General MontgomelY, His former knowledge of me induced
him to appoint me Assistant Quartermaster-General for the
department of Montreal. The unfortunate necessity of re-
treating olltof Canada, wasordered to proceed with the Army,
obliged to leave alII was possessed of and retreat with my
family.to Ticonderoga, where General Gates had all his
Staff Officers. Was then ordered to settle my accounts with
the Commissioners for that purpose; have ever since waited
impatiently to be c-alledupon for service, but seeing no ap-
pearance of it my friends advised me to make this applica-
tion. Must, therefore, beg your Excellency to provide for
me, either staff or military, which will be acknowledged by
your most obedient and very humble servant,

DAN'L TUCKER.
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MAJOR MALMEDY TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

31st December, 1776.

SIR : You have done me tbe honour to give me the in-
spection in the distribution of the artillery. Permit me to
propose my observations. I think it may be necessary that
all the cannon be collected in a proper place, that's called
a park of artillery: there the number may be known; the
commanding officer may inspect tbem, their proof, and tbeir
carriages, and may discover at one view every tbing tbat may
be wanting, as tbey contain many necessaries. My advice
is, tbat you desire the commanding officers of tbe artillery
from Boston and Rhode-Island immediately tbis day seek
some proper place near the back parts of this town, where a
road may be open, or is made easy for the transporting tbe
~annon. Tbere sbou]d be tbere a house to place tbe guard.
I sbould ask the liberty of tbose gentlemen to view the
ground when it is chosen. There may be transported there,
if you please, tbe pieces of artillery, and there on the
wharves that belong to the shipping. Each proprietor may
have his cannon marked. The commanding officer will
give him a receipt for them. There they may be found
whenever they are wanted. It is indispensably necessary,
to prevent what may occasion confusion in the most press-
ing moments, and avoid the loss of those pieces. I presume
the same precaution has been used respecting the sails of
the shipping. You are sensible, sir, how valuable and scarce
sail duck is in America.

I am, with respect, your most humble and most obedient
servant,

Translated from the original.
MALMEDY.

J. CLARKE.

PASSFOR FELIXPOWEL.

GUY CARLETON,Captain-General and Commander-in-Chief
of his Majesty's Province of QUEI!ECK, 8fc., 8fc., ~c.,
General and Commander-in- Chief of his Majesty's Forces
in said Provi1J,ce and the frontiers thereof, 8fc., 8fc., 8fc.

To all concerned:
Permi t the bearer hereof, Felix P owel, to pass from bence

to Onion River, to his place of abode, and t!1ere ~o ren:~ in;
it. being intended that all p~rsons remaining as peaceable
subjects, in their proper places of residence, should be suf-
fered to contin.u~ tbere witbout molestation or hindrance,
they bebaving as becometh.

Given under my hand, at Crown-Point, this 31st day of
December, 1776.

GUY CARLETON.

E. Foy.By his Excellency's command:

.
NAMES OF 'I'm;: MEN THAT WERE AGAINST COMING AWAY FROM

ONION RIVER IN THE TIME OF THE RETREAT.

Isaac Rude, W. Cox,
Joseph Jerreway, George aids,
Rodrick: Messenger, Zachariah Eddy,
John Roberts, John Whalen,
Capt. Jona. Fassett, Ira Rude,
Lieut. Thos. Lee, Eldad Anders,
Lieut. Abra. Salsbury, Abner Mede,
Sergt. John Mott, Richard Barnam,
Sergt. I~aac Martin, Samuel Chamberlain,
Sergt. Nathan Pratt, Britton Simonds,
Co. N:ath'l Blancker, Jolm May,
Co. Nath'l Brown, Jr., Zebulon Moses,
Co. Jos.Barker, Benj. Whipple,
Dr. Reuben Kame~ton, John Smith,
Elijah Bra!1ch, Benja. Johnson,
Thomas Tupper, Joshua Pratt,
Benj. Anders, Benedict Alford,
13rit~ol).Simmons, Wai?,ht Right,
Eseck Mosher, Sam I Beach,
Jabe Clusted, Jesse Keller,
John Byington, John Bishop,
Edward Owen, Silas Rude,
Hopkins Rowley,

Jona. Clawson,
Aaron Miller,
Parrish Colbun,
Joseph Jarway,
Levis Miller,
Sam'l Chamberlin,
Rich'd Barnum,
Andrew Potter,
Sam'l Carre,
Stephen Remington,
Thoma~ Bently,
Dr. Nathan Foot,
Daniel Foot,
Israel Amis,
Jehiel Griger,
James BentJy,
Joseph Brown,
Roddrwick Meshinger,
Isaac Rude,
Jesse Weldon,
Timothy Bishop,
Jonah Moses.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO RHODE-ISLAND COMMITT1!:E.

BOBton, December 31,1776.

GENTLEMEN:From the present situation of our affairs to
the southward we are l\Jftentirely at a loss what will be the
object of, or whether the reinforcements lately sent from this
State will meet with any general directions for tbeir opera-
tions. Tbings are so circumstanced that we can't suppose
they can either join General Washington or receive any
orders from bim; and our intelJigence is so imperfect that
we are not a,ble to learn whether there are any Continental

Generals left on this side New- York to command them.
Under these circumstances, we have thought proper to for-
ward to General Lincoln a letter, copy of which is here en-
closed, with discretionary orders, grounded on intelligence
we think we may t.elyon. You will perceive by the letter the
substance of the intelligence received, and that which we sup-
pose the design of the expedition to Rhqde- Islartd was only a
feint to keep back the reinforcements from these States. We
conceive it possible to turn the tables upon them in our turn,
and by attacking New- York or its environs, oblige them at
least to recall some part of their forces for its defence. You
will plea~e to comm\.lnicate this plan to the gentlemen as-
sembled with you from the other States, thatifit be apptoved
of, tbey may adopt it with regard to their Militia. Whether
a sufficient nllmber of the .British troops have returned from
Rhode-Island to New- York, or any other circumstance has
taken place to render this attempt eitber impracticable or
too bazardous, you may be better able to judge than we are,
but certainly n? exertions should be wanting to retrieve the
shattered situation of our affairs, and wipe. off the disgrace

'of suffering twelve thousand troops to traverse tbe whole
extent of one of the United States without interruption.
To the Hon'ble Thos. Cushing, Tristram DaltQn, and AZOT

Orne, Esqs., Committee at Providence.

MASSACHUSJi:TTS ASSEMBLY 1'0 QENF;.RAL LJNCOLN.

Boston, December 31st, ] 776.

StR: As the trQops belonging to this State under your
cornman? are on t~eir way to rendezvou;; at Danbury, in
Connectu;ut, you wIll, perbaps, be at a loss how to direct.
your furtber motion; and as we have lately been informed
that New- York is at present in a very defenceless state, by
reason of such a large body of the British Army proceeding
to the Delaware, and it has been suggested to us that an
advantageous attack might be made on that city, whereby
many of our suffering fellow-countrymen might be liberated
from a wretched captivity, at least an attempt of tbat sort
migbt make diversion in the rapid progress of General
Howe's Army to Philadelphia, you will, sir, think it pro-
per to turn your mind on this subject, and cooperate witb
Generals Spencer and Worcester, who are probably on this
side tbe North River, in a matter of that importance; and,
as we have the greatest assurance of your disposition to exert
yourself in the defence of your country, shall leave it to your
good discernment to conduct as the exigency of the case
may reqUire.

MASSACl{USETTS COUNCIL TO GENERAL LINCOLN.
Boston, December 3],1776.

SIR: The Secret CommittlJe of Congress, by their Jetter
of tbe , baving desired that the clotbing purchased
by this State for the Continental Army migbt be delivered
to Mr. Abra. Livingston, if Mr. Livingston should think it
necessary that it should be escorted through the States of
New-York and tbe Jerseys, to prevent its fallinginto the
hands of the enemy, you will please to furnish a sufficient
escort for tbat purpose.

In tbe name and by order of tbe honourable the Council
of the State of Massachusetts-Bay.

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
JOHNAVERY,Dp'y Sec'y.

General Lincoln.

Boston, December 31, 1776.

SIR: Enclosed is a copy of the Council's letter to Gene-
ral Lincoln, which will inform you what tbey bave ordered
relative to an escQrt for the clothing intended for the Con-
tinental Army. If you judge an escort necessary, you will
apply to him for one.

By order of tbe honourable the Council of Massachusetts
State. From your most humble servant,

JOHN AVERY, Dp'y Sec'y.
lVIr. Abra. Livingston.

P. S'. Dec. 31, 1776.-Sinc~ the .fo.regoing, Mr. Throop
has receIved a letter from Machzas, glvmg an account that a
body of the enemy bad relieved Fort Cumberland, dispersed
those that had besieged it, and had burnt and destroyed the
houses and property of the neighbouring inbabitants; the
furtber particulars of which you will be informed of by a
copy of the said letter enclosed.
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PETITION OF PATIENCE CAPEN.

To the honourable the Council and honourable House of
Representatives of the State of .MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,in
General Court assembled:
The Petition of PATIENCECAPEN,of BOSTON,humbly

shews:
Tbat her busband, Hopestill Capen, being charged as

inimical to his country, on the sixth day of August last, was
convened before tbe Court of Inquiry, and by tbem com-
mitted close prisoner in tbe common gaol in Boston, where
he stilI remains. Tbat altbough your petitioner's said hus-
barid signed certain obnoxious papers, in which be declares
he acted from the principles of his religion and the dictates
of conscience, by "submitting to tbe powers tbat be," yet
he never had in his heart the least intention of taking up
arms against his country, but, on tbe contrary, exerted him-
self, and was actually tbe means of securing and saving the
property and interest to a very considerable value of several
of the inbabitants of Boston, who removed out of town, and
left tbeir interest and property exposed to the ravage and
plunder of our enemies. Tb~t by means of the long co~-
finement of her said husband III the gaol, she and her clul-
dren have suffered great distress.

Your humble petitioner would therefore implore your
Honours so far to compassionate the melancholy and dis-
tressed situation and circumstances of her said husband,
here1f, and cbildren, as to order bim to be released from bis
confinement,. that so your petitioner and her children may
have the comfort and benefit of his assisting in obtaining a
support for tbem.

And as in duty bound, she will pray, &c.,
PATIENCE CAPEN.

In COl1ncil, October 22, 1776.

JOHN AVERY, Dp'y Sec'y.Read and sent down:
In the House of Representatives, November 25, 1776.

Resolved, Tbat the prayer of the within Petition be
granted, and that he, the said Hopestill ~apen, be .liberated
from the gaol in the town of Boston, saId HQpesttll recog-
nizin(J before some Justice of the Peace for the County of
Su.ff~k, with one or mOre sureties, in the sum of one hun-
dred pounds, for his personal appearance before the Justices
of the Court of General Sessio(ls of tbe Peace for the County
of Suffolk at their nex~ ~ession, t? ans\yer ~uch matters an.d
things as may be exlJl?Jted against hlrn III b~half of thIs
State, and in tbe mean time to be of good behavIOur towards
all tbe good people of this State.

We the subscribers, inhabitants of Boston, do hereby
certify' that Mr. Hopestill Capen is welI known to us, and
we ha~e esteemed him to~be an honest and peaceable citi-
zen' some of us in particular, have experienced his kind
and' faithful services in securing and saving our interest and
property when we were out of the town; and we all join
with the petitioner that he may be released from gaol and
restored to his family.

Jona. WilJiams, Elizer Callender, Edward Payne,
John Bradford, Jacob Williams, Josiah Oakes,
John Read Philip Freeman, Ezek. Price,
Wm. Turder, Andrew Symmes, William Gooch,
John Sweetser, Jr., Edward :Kneeland, John Ro~ers,
Jno. Andrews,

.
Joseph Loring, Duncan Ingraham,

Charles MiUer, EbenezerDorr, Th. Blodget,
Peter Dalton John Hinckley, John Coburn,
John Head,' Joseph Hall, Martin.Rieker,
Nat. Barber, John :Kneeland,Jr., Job PrInce,
MosesGrant, Thos. Handasyd Peck, Jas. Carter,
John Welsh, Joseph Coolidge, Nicho. LobdeU,
Joseph Bradford, William Davis, Steph. HaU,
Joseph How DanielBoyer, Samuel Downe,
John ScoHay' John Soley, John Griffith,
:Henry Bromfield, Jer..Stimson, Will!am Miller,
Timo. Newell, Ben].Louder, "VIlllamHawes,
SamuelWhitweU, Ephraim May, John Ingersoll,
Edward Gyles, SamuelRu~gles, Wil~iamBordman,
Chas. Williams, Andrew Oliver, David Spear,
G. B. Gedney, Steph. Whiting, Peter Boyer,
John L1Jcas Jona. Mountfort, WilJiam Leate,
Ben}. Barn;rd, John Coolidge, Joseph

.

Spear,
H. S. Webb, WiUiam Dawes, Paul Spear,
Thos. Fleet, Samuel Dashwood, Simon Elliot,
Job Wheelright, Robert Ruggles, Step. Bruce,
Edward Blanchard, Cornelius Thayer, Wm. Foster,
Gustavus Fellows, Isaac Smith, Joshua Pico,
Will. Powell, Isaac Pierce, Poole Spear,
S,amuel Paine, Tho. Boylston, Henry Bass.

The fol1owing was written with an expectation that I
~hould have the liberty to lay the same before the Court of

Inquiry, before whom I was impeached as an enemy to my
country, and cast into prison in Boston, 6th August, 1776;
but it has been said by some I was not rightly understood,
and if opportunity be (Jivenme to open my simple meaning
to the Court, and I a[~ restored to my just right of liberty,
cause of complaint will end; and if not, this will serve to
inform all whom it may concern, the principles I acted upon;
and if I am to be confined in prison for that I cannot in con-
science do, it will be happy fi)rme if I am indeed taught to
suffer with patience.

To the Court of Inquiry.
1\1AV IT PT.EASE THE COURT: Upon a deliberate review

of what passed in my examination before the Court, I am
greatly surprised that after the sober reasons I tbougbt I bad
given the Court, in answer to the accusation brought against
me, of aiding and abetting tbose called enemies to the Col-
onies, that I was so hastily ordered to close jail; and though
I earnestly requested that I might be admitted to bail, it was
utterly refused, though I could easily bave got reputable in-
habitants, men of property, who were not accused of being
enemies to the Co]onies, but hearty friends, that would have
been bound in any sum for my peaceable behaviour during
the time the Court should order; but Jest tbe Court might
have misunderstood me in my answers to them, I tberefore
think it most proper to commit my answers in writing, in
hopes the Court will take the same into consideration, and
liberate me from my present situation, which would be a
very unhappy one if I was not conscious to myself that my
present commitment arises, not from my having been guiJty
of the breaches of any law of my Maker or my country.
And I am assured from the highest autbority, Where tbere is
no law there is no transgression; even from that Authority
who spake all tbings into being, and who alone can give true
peace to any conscience. And as this is a matter of con-
science only with me, by which nothing .but God's revealed
word in the Scriptures are any sure guide, and as I under-
stand them, I am bound in conscience to conduct. How-
ever, some do say the voice of the People is the voice of
God; in this I must dissent from them, let it offend who it
wil1, because we are assured in the Scriptures, that tbe voice
of great m~JJtitudes,with their boldest assertions, have in the
end proved to be altogether false, and no other than the de-
lusions of the grand Apostate, the God of this world; wbile
the sayings of those who were few in number, and were
looked on by the great and wise men of this world to be
foolish, poor, ignorant, base, and some of them were called
petulant fellows-a set that was every where spoken against,
turning the world upside down, &~.; but in the end was
found to be, that they were taught by the God of Heaven,
who speaketh in the Scriptures, of whom it is testified in
40th chapter Isaiah, 15th, and onward: Behold the na-
tions are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the
small dust of the balance. All nations are before Him as
nothing, and they are counted to Him less than nothing and
vanity. It is He that sitteth upon the circle of the Heavens,
and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers, &c. And
for this reason I am warraIJted to hear the God who speaketh
in Scriptures, before the voice of the people, however foolish
I may appear to the great and wise.men of this enlightened
age of the world; being assured tbat by the Scriptures I
shall be judged on the other side of the grave, and by them
I am commanded not to fear them that can kill' the body,
and after that have no more that they can do j but to fear
Him wbo is able to cast both soul and body into hell. Yea,
I say unto you, fear Him, is the command of the God who
speaks in the Scriptures. But as to the charge of my being
an enemy to my country, no accusation can be more unjust;
for I think every person acquainted with me can testify to
the strong attachment and love I have to my country, and
should choose to live in it if I could without being persecuted
for that which in my conscience 1 cannot do. But as to the
base, unkind, diabolical interpretations of some, that 1 only
wait to see which will be the strongest side, and then join
that, the simpJicity of the Scriptures, which my conscierlce
is bound to attend to, forbids my acting in any such crafty,
deceitful way. For I do not think, if I was to take up
arms atTainst the Kin(J, whom I twice solemnJy swore to be
faithfutto, (I mean :hen 1 took commissions in the Militia
under former Governours,) and thereby perjure myself, and
after that be taken by the King's Army, that I should have
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more to fear, if so much, as I now have to fear, in dissenting
from some of my countrymen. But I soberly testify that
I am not seeking to carry any thing in favour of my own
opinion, or any thing or party whatever; but that I fe~r
what will take place on the other side of the grave. But If
I am left to my own natural choice, I shall fully join in any
thincr to shun the cross, which ever was and ever will be
con;ected with the simple attention to the ScriptUres, with-
out hearin<Tto the private interpretations of the best skilled
in making °themsel ves popular by their interpre.tations, even
those that come the nearest to the grand Deceiver of man-
kind, in their bold assertions that God hath not said it.

But had I not been checked by the command of God in the
Scriptures to the disciples of Christ, Be subject to the higher
powers, for there is no power but of God; the powers that be
are ordained of God, and he that resisteth the power resisteth
the ordinance of God and shall receive to himsel.f judgment,
&c., (and many other passages ofScriptLJre similar to this are
binding on my conscience,) I should have .b;en on~ of the
foremost in opposing the measures of tbe BntMh Parhament.
But I do not mean by this to bring an accusation against
my own countrymen, nor have I a stone to cast at anyone;
neither do I say that my countrymen are obliged, nor could
be by any human power or authority, to take the same view
of such passages of Scripture, as my conscience obliges me
to; neither do I think myself in any ways bound in con-
science to become an informer against my country, nor any
individuals in it, but to act a contrary part, and to be sub-
ject to all the laws that are made that are not contrary to
the laws of my Maker. And it never was known that any
of those that was really governed by the plain, simple
Scriptures, that they were bad members of society. They
are no busybodies in other men's matters, nor will they be
stirrincr lip the people, nor be dangerous persons to go at
larcre.° And no States have any just reason to fear any hurt
fro~ those few, poor, foolish, low-spirited mortals, for they
are so foolish as never to expect any thing great will be their
lot in this world, whatever revolutions may take place; but
they are assured, whatever may be the lot of others by rev-
olutions, they are to be the undermost of all, and to be
counted the filth and offscouring of all things in this world;
and their only hope is to be at the time when the grand rev-
olution will take place, when He who was crucified in weak-
ness, who has testified that He will come again in the clouds
of Heaven, and every eye shall see Him, &c.

But concerning the present state of matters; whenrver it
shall appear to my conscience that a change of Government
has taken place, and is so established that the power is of
God, I shall know myself to be as tenaciously bound to ad-
here to God's law, respecting being subject to that power,
and to do what I can for its support with cheerfulness; and
how near such a change is I cannot tell, or if it will ever be,

~

time alone will bring forth. But if the Court wants to know
_if I will sign such a declaration for them as signed for the

King, I answer, I will with cheerfuh~ess, when it shall appear
to my conscience that the power is of God. In this I mean
to give my simple meaning without evasion; and so I did
before, not expecting the frown of the Court for dealing in
the simplicity of my conscience, and by that cast into prison.
But by some it is said that I chose to go to prison, which is
utterly false; but this I say: it is much better to be in prison,
if enlargement is not to be obtained on no other conditions
than making shipwreck of a good conscience. But I hope
the Coure will see that no good can come in the end from
putting me in prison, and thereby keep me from supporting
myself and family, and the discharging my just debts, which,
in my \'iew, is wicked and unreasonable; and all that know
the true state of this matter, will give a true verdict, how-
ever I m~y be dealt with, for I know I am in the power of
the Court. But the .iptures countenance me in speaking
with p]ainness; but surely a prison never made anyone that
was taught to fear the God who speaketh in the Scriptures,
to depart from that which he could not with a good con-
science; but, like the true gold, lose nothing by being tried
in the fire. But I have the greatest reason to fear that in
the end I shall prove reprobate silver; but I know not on HENRYSTEVENSONTO HUGH ORR.
what principle of equity any court under Heaven can keep Taunton, December31, 1776.
me in prison. But if my understanding the Scriptures in a SIR: As there was no pig-iron to be purchased at Phil-
different view from any of my countrymen, make any of adelphia, I was advised by the honourable Delegates to
my countrymen enemies to me, I am forbidden by the Scrip- proceed as far as Baltimore, and had a letter of credit from
tures to be an enemy to anyone of them, but am com- them to Messrs. Samuel and Rob'tPurviance. I purchased
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manded to pray for them that hate, despitefully lise, ana per-
secute me, and pray for my country, and seek its peace and
good, which I am bound in conscience to do.

I am, with due submission, gentlemen, your humble ser-
vant,

HOPESTILI. CAPEN.
Boston Gao], August 29,1776.

Boston Prison, 30th December, 1776.

SIR: It is now one hundred and forty-seven days since
you, with John Hill, JosephGardner, and SamuelPember-
ton, Esqrs., accused and judged me unfit to go at large, for
no other cause whatever than my plainly and simply plead-
ing conscience in obeying the plain Scripture commands j
and for that only, you, with the other three of my accusers,
committed me to close prison in a felon's room, there to be
kept until delivered by a due course of law. Can anyone
with truth say this is.not unjust, and against the law of the
God of Heaven, who speaketh in the Scriptures? Is there
any law that forbids any man's obeying the plain commands
of the great Lawgiver, who is the Maker and Judge of aJl
men? If any such law there be, them that made it, and aJl
that obey it, and attempt to execute it on any man against
his conscience, will act wisely the whole of the second Psalm,
of which I mention the third and fourth verses only; "Let
us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from
us. He that sitteth in the Heavens shall laugh: the Lord
shall have them in derision," &c. Pray what do you mean
by a due course of ]aw? Do you mean that I shall be tor-
tured, by being kept in prison, until that I will, contrary to
a plain Scripture command, and the verdict of my con-
science, knowingly break the commands of my Maker? If
I have the fear of God before my eyes, I shall not dare to
do it; neither to do any thing that will import that I have
done wrong in obeying the Scriptures. If I should do any
such thing for the sake of obtaining my present enlargement,
and say that what you have done is right, and if all the in-
habitants of the Globe was to join witb me, they would not
make it right. Provo xi., 21: "Though hand join in hand,
the wicked shall not be unpunished;" and I have far more
to fear from Him who hath" power to cast both soul and
body" into the prison of hell, than I have to fear [rom your
power.

But I shall be very glad of my just liberty; and I beg
that you will not persecute me any longer [or that I cannot
in conscience do. Can you, on a cool reflection, take any
pleasure in such tyranny, while you profess to be the sup-
porters of liberty? What liberty is dear as the liberty of
conscience? And I again beg of you to release me from
such crue] oppression.

I am, with due respect, HOPESTILLCAPEN.
P. S. Surely injustice continued wiII not atone for past

wrongs; and I most heartily entreat you not to keep me
away any longer from my just and lawful liberty.

Mr. Jos. Greenleaf.

Boston, December 31, 1776.

SIR: I think it my duty to lay before the honourable
House three papers, one directed to the High Sheriff, one
to the Keeper of the Gaol, .Mr. Otis, and the other to my-
self; all of them signed by Hopestill Capen. I must beg
the protection of the Court from the insults of Mr. Capen,
who stands committed for signing an association to join the
enemies of his country whenever called upon, and other
crimes. Mr. Capen insults the State, by denying their
jurisdiction. He disowns me as a Magistrate, because ap-
pointed by the 'present Administration, wbile he owns the
jurisdiction of the other members of the Court of Inquiry,
because appointed by the King's Governour, and (as he
apprehends) derive their authority from thence.

I am, sir, your humble servant, J G. REENLEAF.

To the Hon. James Warren, Esq., Speaker of the bonour
ab]e House of Representatives, Massachusetts State.
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two hundred tons from Charles Ridgely, Esq.'s, works,
which pig-iron is the most approved of any in that State,
at ten pou.nds per ton, JIIIaryland currency, and drew an
order on the honourable Delegates for the amount, leaving
the pig-iron in the care of Messrs. Purviances, to be sbipped,
as opportunity offered, to any of the ports in the State of
Massachusetts-Bay or the State of Rhode-Island, giving
the preference to such vessels as might be bound to New-
port, Providence, or Dartmouth; tbe quantity to be shipped
on board anyone vessel not to exceed twenty-five or tbirty
tons, consigned to you, on the proper account and risk of
this State, to whom r desired they would direct their letters,
and forw'ard to you by the Boston post. I doubt whether
tbey will be able to ship any, there being no vessel intend-
ing for New-England at that time; and it was the opinion
of E. Gerry, Esq., that it would be best to send armed ves-
sels from this State to receive it.

Your humble servant, HENRY STEVENSON.

F]our from 14s. to 15s., Maryland currency; Loaf Sugar
5s.; Bar Iron £45.

To Hugh Orr, Esq., Bridgewater.

WILLIAM PYNCHON, JUN., TO RICHARD DEVENS.

SIR: Pursuant to a letter received from Sam'l Phillips
Savage, Esq., wherein was enclosed the orders of the Gen-
eral Court to me, to transmit two hundred barrels of flour
to you, which orders I am endeavouring to comply with;
and by Mr. Asa Whitemore I send to you five barrels, which
I have agreed with him to transport to you for nine pounds
per ton; which sum I hope you, upon receipt of the same,
will pay to him, as I have not a sufficiency of money belong-
ing to the Province in my hands to defray the same. Shall
endeavour, as fast as possible, to complete the number which
the Board of War have orderedto be remittedto you.

I am, sir, with respect, your most obedient, humble ser-
vant, WM. PYNCHON,Jun.

N. B. The casks are brandedwith T. Edw'ds &; Stock-
bridge, and No. 27. 16. 182:: 164: 144.
To Richard Devens, Esq., Boston.

.

-'
LORDHOWE'S RETU!tN OF THE CAPTURES OF AMERICAN

VESSELS.
Eagle, off New-York, March 31,1777.

List of Vessels seized as prizes, and of recaptures made, by
the AJlfERICANSquadron, between the 10th of MARCH and
the 31st of DECEMBER, 1716, according to the Returns
received by. the Vice Admiral the Viscount HOWE.

PRIZES
Taken by the Orpheus: Ranger, David Wran, master,

from Nantucket, fishing, in balJast. A sloop from the '¥est-
Indies, driven on shore and burnt. Betsy, Thomas Willy,
master, from Philadelphia to the West-Indies, laden with
flour, driven on shore and blown up. ,

, from the West-Indies, with ammunition, mer-
chandise, &c. Fidelity, William Willis, master, from Phil-
adelphia to the West-Indies, with flour. Polly, Philip
Lacy, master, belonging to the Congress, from Philadelphia
to France, with oil, flour, and spermaceti candles. Peggy,
Thomas Patten, master, belonging to the Congress, from
Philadelphia to the West-Indies, with flour. Martin, James
Neal, master, from Philadelphia to the West-Indies, with
flour. Sarah and Elizabeth, John Connor, master, from
Philadelphia to the West-Indies, with flour. Fancy, Jo-
seph Titcomb, master, from Philadelphia to New-England,
with flour. Delaware, James JIIlcKnight, master, fi'om
Philadelphia to the West-.hzdies, with flollr. Endeavour,
A. Bartlett, master, from Philadelphia to the West-Indies,
with flour. ltIary Ann, Guil. de Grave, master, fimll Phil-
adelphia to the 'fest-Indies, with flollr. Despatch, Peter
Parker, mastel', belonging to the Congress, from Philadel-
phia to France, with flour.

By the Orpheus and Daphne: Two. Brothers, James
Gilbert, master, Mayne 8r Co., owners, fi'om Philadelphia
to St. Eustatia, with bread, flour, and spermaceti candles.
Colonel Parry, William Gamble, mastel', Leaming 8r Co.,
owners, from Philadelphia to South-Carolina, with Vour,
&c. Fanny, Don. lUcKay, master, William Bell, owner,
fromSt. Eustatia to Philadelphia, with osnaburgs, linen, rum,

molasses,_&c. Schylkill, Benjamin Camby, master, Har-
butson8r Co., owners, fromPhiladelphia to CapeNicola
Mole, with Aour and bread. Greenwich Packet, James
Glascow, master, James Young, owner, from Philadelphia
to Winyaw, Carolina, with rum, flour, and porter. Nancy,
James Kinney, master, David Bevin, owner, from Marti-
nico to Philadelphia, with bale and case goods, medicines,
and claret. Samuel, John Hutchins, master, Skinner 8r
Co., owners, from Bourdeau:r to New- York, with saltpetre,
sulphur, salt, canvas, and coarse linen. St. Patrick, Fred-
erick Lyhrne, master, Joseph Carsun, owner, from St. Eus-
talia to Philadelphia, with dry goods; the cargo taken
out. Royal Scob, Eber Merrick, master, S. C. Merrick,
owner, from Cape Nicola ltlole to Rhode-Island, with mo-
lasses. Thomas, Robert Standley, master, T. Stevens,
owner, from Beverly to Baltimore, with sugar and rum.
Resource, Raymond Lason, master, Videau 8r Co., owners,
from Philadelphia to Port au Prince, with flour and lum-
ber.

By the Orpheus and King's Fisher: Adrian, from Phil-
adelphia to France, with tobacco, flour, bread, and staves.

By the Perseus: Viper, B. Wornwell, master, 1J.:lartin
Sf Co., owners, from Boston, on a cruise; fitted as a priva-
teer. Betsey, Alctcander Wilson, master, John Pain, owner,
from Boston to Bourdeaux, with dye-wood, pot-ash, &c.
Roby, William Howland, master, J. Howland Sf Co.,
owners, from Dartmouth, New-England, to Surinam, with
fish, horses, spermaceti candles, and staves. Adventure, .Job
Prince, master, Prince Sf Co., owners, from Boston to His-
paniola, with fish, staves, spermaceti candles, and pine
plank. Hawke, S. Williams, master, Russel Sf Co., owners,
from Hispaniola to Rhode-Island. Harlequin, Nathaniel
Phillips, master, Jer. Ingram, owner, from Hispaniola to
Rhode-Island, both with molasses,bad been taken by the
William and J.vlarytransport. Seahorse,Thomas Co.tlin,
master, ]}Iarshall Sf Co., owners, from Turk's-Island to
ltIartha's Vineyard, with salt.

By the Solehay: Hope, from Egg Harbour to Surinam,
with flour, tar, pitch, and lumber. Nancy, from North-
Carolina to St. Eustatia. Peggy, from ditto to ditto; both
with tobacco, tar, turpentine, and lumber.

By the Cerberus, and ships stationed with her off Blocle-
Island: Lyon, M. Barlow, belonging to the Congress,
bound from Cape Franfois to Dartmouth, with powder,
arms, salt, and molasses. Polly, Robert Crosby, master,

Pranklin, owner, from New- York to Damarara,
with flour and lumber. Leviathan, B. 1Voodcock,master,
B. Woodcock,owner, from Milford to St. Croix, with !um-
bel'. Betsey, J. Arthur, master, Shaw, owner, from New-
London to Cape Franfois, with flollr, fish, &c. Annabella,

~.

William Cook, master, William Cook,owner, from Amboy -

to St. Croix, with flour, fish, and lumber. Elizabeth, Jo-;;:
seph Lippet, mastel', John Brown, owner, from St. Eusta-;:
tia to Providence, with powder, arms, and linen. Haw!f§,
John Clarkson, master; from Newberry to Surinam, with
flour, beef, pork, and fish. William, John Tucker, master,
from St. Eustatia to Salem, with wine, rum, and linen.
Catherine; the people took the boatand left her. ]}~rcury,
George Bunker, mastel', from tbe coast of Brazil 19 Nan-
tucket,with oil. Me/-maid,Jos. Coffin,master, froll} ditto to
ditto, with oil, put on board the Mercury. Betsey and Polly,

Hilton, master, Hilton, owner, from New- York
to Sandy-Hook, with provisions for Governour Tryon. RUIl
on shore a ship from the West-Indies,prize to t1ieAndrew
Doria, privateer. Felicitf;, Gouace, master, f~qmRhode-
Island to Cape Franfois, with fish, flour, and cspermaceti
candles. Success, E. IIathaway, master, J. Otis, owner,
from Cape Franr;ois to Dartmouth, with molasses.. . .[oseph,
Elias Coffin, master, from Cape £ranr;ois to Nantucket,
with molasses. Batchelor, '-w, owner, (the people
took the boat and left the vessel off Montock Point,) with
molasses. Success, J. Coffin, master, Jackson Sf Co., own-

ers, from Cape Nicola to Newberry, with molasses. Betsey
Vassal, E. Bacon, master,SolomonDavis, owner, from
CapeFranr;ois to Barnstable, with molasses.

By the Unicorn: Katy, Edward Dillingham, master, N.
Green, owner, from Rhode-Island to G'urar;oa,with flour,
tobacco,and spermaceti cand1es. Dolphin, John Campbel,
master, J. Cmnpbel, owner, fi'om Falmoutl~ to Hispaniola,
with fish and lumber. Lively, John Parsons, master, Jaclc-

-
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son ~ Co., owners, from Philadelphia to Newberry, with
flourand iron.

By the Camilla: Independence,John Gill, master, from.
Boston, on a cruise, armed with six carriage-guns and eight
swivels. Admiral 'Montague, John Hay, master, fi'omHis-
paniola to Rhode-Island, with molasses and coffee. Chance,
Thomas Bell, master, to Georgia, with flour and rum.
Polly, William Thomson, master, to Surinam, in ballast.

By tbe Raven: Friendship, William Townshend, master,
iH. Kelsall, owner, from Georgia to foreign West-India
Islands, with rice. Hope, Jean Louis, mastel', ftlon-
creau, owner, from Philadelphia to Charles-Town, with
flour and lumber.

By the Roebuck, and ships under Captain Hammond's
orders: ftlaria, Stockholm, master, Dennis, owner, from
St. Eustatia toEgg Harbour,with bale goodsand powder.
Grace, , from Philadelphia to Baltimore, in ballast.
A smaJl sloop, nobody on board, in baJlast, destroyed. A
pilot-boat, ditto, lost. Polly, William Bowen, master, Wil-
liam Bowen, owner, from Philadelphia to North-Carolina,
with nine pound shot, iron, and groceries. A smaJl sloop,
in ballast. Dove, T. Atkins, master, Jtl. Dence, owner,
from Plymouth, in New-England, to Philadelphia, in bal-
last, destroyed off Cape Hinlopen. Dolphin, T. Burgess,
master, J. Simpson, owner, from Dartmouth, in New-Eng-
land, to Philadelphia, in ballast, destroyed off Cape Hin-
lopeno Betsey, C. Wey, master, W. Shepherd, owner, from
Chinkateague to Philadelphia, with oats and tobacco, de-
stroyed off Cape Hinlopen. Sally, Seymour Hood, master,
E. Batchelor, owner, from Ocracock, North- Carolina, to
Philadelphia, with tar and turpentine, destroyed off Cape
Hinlopen. Chance, Thomas Rose, master, Messrs. Curson,
of Philadelphia, owners, from Philadelphia to Cork, with
flaxseed and staves. Dove, nobody on board bel'. Sloop
cut out of Egg Harbour, in baJlast. Cazia, , from
Cape Franfois to Philadelphia, with molasses and coffee.
Dolphin, William Knox, master, Pringle, owner, from
Philadelphia to St. Eustatia, with hams and bread. Ran-
ger, nobody on board her, from St. Eustatia to Philadelphia,
witb bale goods and arms. Little John, J. Darrel, master,
Davenport Sf Co., owners, from Bermuda to Philadelphia,
with salt and limes. Dolphin, T. Woodhouse, master,
Henry Cowper, owner, from Philadelphia to St. Croix,
with flour, bread, and staves. Susannah, P. Rimington,
master,P. Rimington, owner, fromRhode-Island to South-
Carolina, with cider and chocolate.

By the Liverpool: St, Barbara, D. R. Gomales, master,
belonging to the Spanish Assiento, from the Havannah to
Dominica, with twenty-five hundred doJlars.

By the Fowey: Sally, Ar. Crawford,master,Z. Allen,
owner, from Providence to Hispaniola, with lumber and
flour. Polly, W. Gardner, master, N. Shaw, Jun., owner,
from Salta tude to Philadelphia, with salt.

- By the Otter: A schooner, nobody on board her. A
sloop, ditto. Jenny, ditto, and run on shore. Philadelphia
paCket, nobody on board her, from the river Elke to Balti-
more, Fith different goods. Vulcan, S. French, master, R.
Ewers, owner, from the river Elke to Patuxent, with atone
and iron. Nancy, J. Robinson, master,E. Carr, owner,
from the-.Eastern Sbore tu the river Elke, with tobacco and
feathers. ~Nancy, L. Gallcheugh, mastel', J. Taylor, owner,
from Nea.bscoe to Baltimore, with Indian corn.

By the_'Roebuck: Pigeon, Smzth, master, Simp-
son, owner, from Philadelphia to Charles-Town, with bread
and flOlil'. Success, J. Burrows, mastel', JtIercer Sf Co.,
owners, from Hispaniola to Philadelphia, with molasses and
rum.

By the Perseus: Co!!nection,Benjamin Jones, master, S.
White, owner, from Boston to Balt1:more, with fourteen
casks of sugar. Le Joli Cceur,B. Eryan, master, from St.
Domingo to ,Marseilles, with rum, sugar, and coffee.

By the Camilla: Le Fonbonne, TV. De Gallet, master,
W. Gallet,owner, from Cape Franfois to Miquelon, with
wine, molasses, &c.

By the Falcon: Sloop, nobody found on board, with oiL

By the Roebuck: Two Friends, J. Vickery, master,
it/ead Sf Co., owners, from Cape }i'ranfois to Philaddphia,
with powder, arms, molasses, &c. Adventure, W. Pile,

master, Townsend Sf Co., owners, from St. Croix to Pltil-
adelphill,with salt and dry goods; removed the ca"go on
board. Delight, William Church, master, Cartwright Sf
Co., owners, from Boston to Philadplphia, with sugar, wine,
and rum. 1Vew-York, J. T17alker, master, 1'. Penningtun,
owner, from Ouracoa to New- York, with salt.

By the Pearl: Lexington, lV.Hallock, master, belonging
to the Congress, from CapeFranfois to Philadelphia,with
powder and dry goods. Read, J. Bennett, master, J. Ben-
nett Sr Co., owners, from St. Eustatia to Wilmington, with
salt and dry IYoods. Betsey, J. Hayman, master,J. Hay-
man Sf Co., ;wners, from St. Martin's to Baltimore, with
salt. Schooner, no person found on board, with sugar, &c.

By the Falcon: Kitty, S. Nicols, master, D. Beveridge,
owner, from Cape .Franfois to Philadelphia, with molasses,
rum, and dry goods.

By the Galatea: Dolphin, John Parker, master, from
Philadelphia to Bermuda, with flour and Indian corn.
TVilliam, Joseph Bunker, master, fi'orn Bourdeaux to
Rhode-Island, with gunpowder and small arms. Sword
Fish, S. Kingsley, master, from Cape Nicola to lIalifax,
with rum and molasses. Hearts of Oak, F. Howell, mas-
ter, from Cape Franfois to Philadelphia, with rum, linen,
turpentine, and dry goods.

By the Nautilus: New- York packet, E.Pringle, master,
E. Pringle, owner, from Philadelphia to St. Croix, with
flour.

By the Lively: JtIary, J. Morgan, master, J. Wilson,
owner, from Bourdeaux to Philadelphia, with small arms,
wine, oil, &c.

By the Merlin: Joseph,B. Hewes, master,Smith Sf Co.,
owners, from Cadiz to North- Carolina, with wine, salt, and
Jesuit's bark.

By the Scorpion: Morning Star, James Club, master,
Lisle Sf Co.,owners,fromPhiladelphia to the West-Indies,
with flour, bread, and onions.

By the Viper: May Flower, S. Crosman, master, S.
Crosman, owner, from Piscataqua, on a fishing voyage.
Dover, A. Fumald, master, A. l?umald, owner, from Piscat-
aqua, on a fishing voyage, with fish. Endeavour, J. Batson,
master,J. Batson, owner, from Piscataqua, OQ a fishing
voyage, with fish. Two Brothers, J. Bowden, master, J.
Bowden, owner, fi'om PiscataqnG, on a fishing voyage, with
fish. ; no person found on board, with
fire-wood. Ditto, with empty casks. Polly, on a fishing
voyage, with fish. Louisa, J. Colston, master,St. New,
owner, from ltlaccltias to Tortola, witb lumber, shingles, &c.
Unity, J. Lord, master, Jones, owner, from Macchias
to Newberry, witb lumber, shingles, &c. Nancy, R. Adams,
belonging to tbe Congress,from Macchias to Newberry, with
lumber, shingles, &c.

By the Milford: Tryon. Sloop. Retrieve. William.
George. Globe.

By the Juno: Joseph.
By the Liverpool: Victory.
By the Hope: General Gates. Hope.
By the Lizard: Putnam.
By the Albany: Providence.
By the Province armed schooner: Friendship.

By the Liverpool: Sally, John 117illiams, master, J. ~
A. Stuart, owners, from Hamburgh to New York, with
linens, canvass, &c.

By the Phceni,r, Roebuck, and Tartar, in tbe North
River: Independence, Crane, armed for war.

RECAPTURES.
By the Orpheus and Daphne: Britannia, B. T. Hughes,

master, B. 1'. Hughes, owner, from Jamaica to Liverpool,
ballast and one tOll of ivory.

By the Perseus: Layton, Johnson, master, a trans-
port. A transport,part of the Flora's convoy, retaken; the
soldiers had been taken out at New- York, taken again.
Peggy, William Cuok, master, ft'lorfield Sf Son, owners,
from Virginia to St. Augustine, with rum, molasses, and
linen.

By the Cerb£rus, and ships stationed with her off Bloc7c-
Island: Agnes, 'fVilliam Mather, master, John Mather,
owner, from Antigua to London, with sugar. Jenny, WiZ-

*
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liam McNeilly, master, from Barbadoes to Belfast, with
rum. Carron, J. Montgomery, master, from the Bay of
Honduras to Cork, witb mahoganyand logwood.

By tlw Unicorn: Thomas and "William, James Smith,
master, John Watkinson, owner, from New- York to Cork, a
a transport, in ballast. Hetty, CharlesRoss, master, C. Ross
Sf Co., owners, from Gaspee to Barbadoes, with fish and oil.

By the Camilla: George, James GJrdray, master, to
1tlaryland, ballast and some old guns.

By the Otter: , Mr. Nusom, owner, from Barbadoes
to the fleet at Virginia, with three hundred and twenty
puncheons of rum.

By the Galatea: Favourite, Davis, ma~ter, from
Antigua to Liverpool, with sugar. Alice, despatch, N.
Sergent, master, from the Grenades to Cork, in ballast.

By the Milford: John. Diana. Halifax. Lively. Venus.
Carolina.

By the Juno: Dinah. ,
By the Liverpool: Esther, Bee.
By tbe Hope: Betsey, Lord Stanley.
By the Lizard: Hope.
Total number of captures, 140. Recaptures, Q6.

HowE.

AN AUTHENTICK LIST OF SHIPS AND VESSELS TAKEN BY
AMERICAN PRIVATEERS.

Ships' .Vamfs and .!IIas/ers. From and To. Tons.
Anne, Duncan.. . . .. . . . . .Dominica to London. . . .. .230 retaken.
Annabella, Walker .Glasgow to America -,~

t n tsAnne, Dennison.. .. Do. to do _) ra spar.
Agnes, Mather .Antiguato Liverpool... .. .100retaken.
Anna Maria, Pringle.. . . .Barbadoes .. . . .. . . .240
Anne, Rea. . . .. .. . . .. . . .Cork to Straits . . .. . . .120 released.
Anna, Dutfield... . . . .. . . .Leeward Islands. . . . . .. . . . -Anne, Bowes .Jamaica to Lancaster -
Alexander, Leice. . . . .

"
. hie Madam to market.. . .. -Adventure.... . .. .. Do. to do. .. ... - burnt.

Alexander.
Alfred, Callendam .Jamaica to London .300
Aurora, McGregor.. . . . . .St. Vincent's to Glasgow.. -

. Stransport;Anna, Helley - - - -
~retaken.

Argo, Cochran .Jamaica to London .150
Alicia, Hagga! .Dominica to Liverpool .100 retaken.
Active,Fox.. . . .. . . .. . . .Liverpool to Halifax. . . . . .100 ,
Alexander, sloop.
Argo, Tate. ... . . .. . . .. . . .London... . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .350 transport.
Amy, BUl10n.. . . . .. . . .. .Newfoundland to market. .150
Anne, Wise .St. Vincent's to Liverpool .100
Blu

D
e MU

t
untain Valley, ~ London. .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .270 transport.emps er. . . . . .. . . .. 5

Bee, Davis. .. .LeewardIsles to Lancaster.]OO
Black River, Corrie.. . . . .Dominicato Bristol.. .. .. .220
Blaze CastJe,Smith. . . . . .Barbadoesto do. .240
Betsey, Ray .London to Lisbon .100
Batchelor,Barclay.. ... . .Grenades to London .. _
Bella, Smith.. . . .. . . .. . . .Halifax to Liverpool.. . . . .

- retaken.
Betsey, 'Vebber .At Newfoundland _
Betsey, Damphia.
Baltimore, Gardiner.
Beaver, Phillips.
Britannia, Miller.
Britannia, Baker .NovaScotia _
Betsey,Foster... . . . .. . . . Do. . . . . . .. . .

"
. .. _

Bee.. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .N'foundland to Weymouth. - retaken.
Betsey, Simonet .Isle Madam to market _
Betsey, Jarrold .London to Halifax .]80 retaken.
Brownhall, Austin.. . . .. .Halifax to London . . .350released.
Betsey,Withycomb .Newfoundland to market.. 80 do.
Betsey, Archdeacon .Honduras to London .250
Betsey, Dalmast .London - transport.
Betspy, Clarke .Gaspee to Jamaica _
Betsey, Ramsay .Barbadoes to Glasgow _
Betty, Warren .Newfoundland to market.. _
BeUa, Jones.. . . . . .. . . . . .Halifax to Jamaica.. . . . .. _

Betty .Empty _ Stra
t
n
k
sport;

~re a en.Betsey, Brice .Jamaica to Londonderry... - do.Betsey, Stevenson .Empty - do.
Betty, Stutton .. .New-YorktoRhode-Island._
Betty, CampbeJl .. . . .. . . .Bordeaux to Londonderry. _
B h F th 5Of LiverpooJ, from Africaacc us, orsy ~ toAmerica.... .. .. _
Crawford, McLean. .. . . .Glasgow to Boston.. .. . . .180 with troops.
Creichton, Ross .Antigua to Boston .280
Caledonia, McInlay .S!. Kitt's to Glasgow ]20
Catharine, Gram .. .At Newfoundland 80
Caroline Packet, Fowle.. .Antigua to London ..140
Charming SaUy, Steele.. .Leeward Isles to Bristol.. .200
Clarendon, Dennison .Jamaica to Glasgow .120
Carolina, Rutherford .MarseiJIes to Hamburg... .180
Christian,Lee .Seizedwhenlanded ... _
Camden, Richardson .Antigua to London .300
Capel, Curling .Jamaica to London .200
Charming Anne, Jones.. .Nova Scotia. _
c'atherine and Anne .Seville to Weymouth - released.
Carron, Montgomery. . . .Honduras to Glasgow.. ... _
Carolina, Dennis .Jamaica to London _
Content, Taylor .London .300 transport.

Ships' Names and Nas/ers. From and To. Tons.

~

Cut out orport
Cresar, Currie ... .Londonto Jamaica - :~dJ~~~:~d

to America.
Diana, Mayberry .St. Vincent's to Cork 70 retahn.
Devonshire, Fisher.. . . . . .Antigua to Ireland.. . .. . .. 90 do.
Dove, Cunningham. . . . . .St. Eustatia to Amsterdam .150
Duke of Leinster, Catrow .Antigua to Dublin ., .]20 released.
Defiance, Sybert .Isle Madam to market - do.
Dolphin, Charlton.
Deboriah, Rendrick.
Dragon, Knowlton.
Diligence -armed sch'r.
Dolphin, Dennison .. . - - - - do.
D. B L d Stransport;lana, rown on on -

~retaken.
Dorothy, Pennell .Newfoundland to market.. 80
Errol, Bartlett .Grenades to London .300
Eagle, Baines... .. .

'"
.. .Barbadoes to London.. . . .200

Elizabeth, Moulpied . ... .St. Croix to Guernsey .140
Esther, Harvey .Jamaica to London .300
EJliot, Squires.. . . . . .. . . .Gporto to London.. . . .. .. .120 retaken.
EJizaoeth, Batson .Gporto to Bristol .100
Elizabeth, Hope.. . . .. . . .London to Leeward Islands.200
Elizabeth,Ludlow .Jamaica _
Endeavour, Thatchell.
Eagle.
Earl Percy, Atkins .Dominica to New-york _
Endeavour, Dyer .Bermudas to Halifax ..]20
Elizabeth, Rayson .Cape Fear to Antigua -
Elizabeth, Thorp .London to Leeward Isles.. -
Friends,Bowie....... . .. - - - - transport.
Fanny, Blyth. . . . .. . . .. .Barbadoes to Halifax. . . .. -
Francis, WiJliamson .. .. .Leeward Isles to London.. 70 released.
Friendship, Mackay .Grenades to London .250
Freedom, WaHis.. . . .. . . . Do. to do. . . . . . .170 released.
Friendship, Naftell .At Newfoundland _
Friendship, Jones .Grenades to London .180
Flora, Whitehorne .Newfoundland to market.. 90
Friendship, Shotton ..Quebeck to Barcelona... ..110
Fancy, Tokley. . . . . .. . . .At Virginia. . . . . .. . . .. . .. _
Frederick, Costal!.
Frederick, Reynolds.
Friendship, Broomston ... - transport.
Fanny, Lightborn... . . . . .Antigua to London.. . . . ., _
Fa.v0urit~, Davis . .. .. .Antigua to Liverpool. . . . . .180 released.
FnendshlP' St. HIli .London to New-york .170
Fr!endship, Barnes .Newfoundland to An~igua . _
Friends, Holmes .London to West-Indies... _
Friends, Chives.
George, Boog .Glasgow to America... 230 with troops.
Georgia Diana, Regan... .Grenades to London .]40
Good Intent, Daun.. . . . . .N ewcastle to Gibraltar. ... _
Georgiana, Kentish .Jamaica to London .200 released.
George,Gray.. . . ... . . . . . - - - 200transport.George, Brookway .Newfoundland to market. .]90
GeneralWolfe,Wilson...Jamaicato Dublin.. . -
GenerousFriends,HiU.. . - - - 200 transport.
Good Intent, Davis .At Newfoundland -
George, Cod.. . . . . .. . . . . .Bordeaux to Cork. . . . . ...

-George, Glasby .St. Kitt's to London .100 retaken.
Glasgow, Cabot... .. .. . . .Isle Madam to Jersey.. . .. 70
Garland,Preston .London ... - transport.

G~~,::,~.u.s. ~r.i~~~~: ~~~~
~

Shetland to Cadiz.. . . ... . .420
Harriot,Cooke... . . ... .. - - - 240

~

Henry andEsther,Ellis.. - - - 250 transports.Hope,Leemsdale - - - 350. Harlequin, Goodwin... . . .S!. Kitt's to London. .. . . .160
Hester, Crombie Do. to do. .200 retaken.
Henrietta, Hayman .Barbadoes to Corke _
Hope, Quince .St. Vincent's to London.. .200 retaken.
Happy Return, HaU .Whitehaven ..180 transport. ~

Hawke .Dingle to Lisbon 50
Hannah, Lane .Londonderry to St. Ubes.. - released. _u

Hiram, Traster .Jamaica to London " _

Hero, Hanford . .Jamaica to Quebeck .220
Hayfield, Clarke 220 transport.
Hero, Perkins.
Halifax, J\1:cGregor . .. . . .Cork... . ... .. .. ..... . ... _

_-,.

Henry and Esther.
=Henry and Anne, Farran .London .350 transport.

Hannibal, Fitzpatrick... .Jamaica to Turk's Island.. -
Hannah, Beverely .Newfoundland to Lisbon.. _
Hannah, Davis .DominicatoNewfoundland. _

-"""Hetty, Ross .Chaleurto West-Indies... .130ilia..ken.
Hibernia, JefJ'erson .. .Dublin to Lisbon.. .. .. .. .100-=-
Jenny, Forster. . . . . .. . . .London.. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .450transport.
James, Littledale .Whitehaven .200': do.
Industry, Furze .Grenades to Boston .]50";;
Jane, Foulton .. . . . . .. . . .Cork to Boston. .. . . .. . . ..130_____
Isabella, Kirk... . . . .. . . .Antigua to Ireland. ... . . .. _

=.._
Juno, Marson .Dominicato Bristol .. .250 -.

John.. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .St. Croix to Guernsey.. . .. 70
Jane, Roome ..Tamaica to Bristol .220~u
Isaac, Gregg. . . . . ... . . . .Tortola to Liverpool. .. . . .350
James, Higgins .Antigua to Lancaster .22D_
Jenny, Cummins .At Newfoundland .120
Jenny, "'ood .Whitehaven ..240 transport.
Irwin, Smith ...Tamaica to London ..300 retaken.
Isabella, Griend]ey... . . . .Borrowstowness to Millorca. -
John, Hunter .London .230 {~:~~~~~~t;
Jenny , McNeil. . . . . .. . . .Barbadoes to Belfast. . . . . .120 d.o.
John, McRay .Grenada to Dublin ...

-Juli'ls Cresar .London to Halifax .3;;0
John, 'Vallace.. ~. . . .. . . .Grenada to London. . . . . . .120 .
.Tames, Baker.
Industry, Farran.
Juno.. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .Glasgow . . . . .. . . .. . .. - transport
John, Barrow .London to Antigua -
John, Glover .At NeWfoundland _
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'!OF.

Ships' Names and .Masters. From and To. Tons.
, 5Burnt atInverness, McGIIlory 250 t Georg.

John, Allison .Chaleur to Alicant .200
John, Dunbar .Jamaica to London -
John, Watkins .Liverpool to Halifax -
Kitty and Nancy,Pinnock.NovaScotia. -
King George, Williams.. .Jamaica to Bristol -
Kingston Packet.
Lady Juliana, Stevenson. .Jamaica to London ..250
Lancashire, Jones .Jamaica to Liverpool. .,... .100
Lively, Carter. . . . .. . . . . .Chester to Leghorn. . . . . . .160 retaken.
Lord Howe, Parke.. .Glasgow - transport.
Lord Stanley, Strickland .Leghorn to Dublin .150 retaken.
Leghorn, McDaniel .Jamaica to LiverpooL .300
Lowther, Cowman .Jamaica to London .180
Lion, Harvey . .. . .. . .N ewfoundland to market. .130
Lord Lifford , Jones. . . . . .Montserrat to Corke. . . . . .120
Live Oak, Duncan... . . .. .Honduras to London... . . .120
Lady Jane, Taylor .Grenades to Quebec -
Lovely Nelly, Sheridan.
Lord Howe, Coffin.. . .. . .At Newfoundland. . . . . ... -
Lively, Horner.
Lively, Martindale .At ~ewfoundland -
Layton, Johnson A discharged transport - retaken.
Live Oak, Wallace .Jamaica to London ..260
La Soy Planter, Smith... .New-Y ork to Corke. . . . ..250 retaken.
Laurence, Leyborne .Barb~does to.N'foundland..l00
Lydia, Deane, .Jamaica to Liverpool ,.. -
Ltberty, Phillips.. . . .. . . .N ewfoundland to W. Indies. - retaken.
Laurel, Whitney. . . .. . . .Liverpoolto Newfoundland. L-
Mary and James, Moor. .London to Salem .no
Mary, Morville.. . . . .. . . .Torto!a to Liverpool. . . . . .150
Mana, Hall .St. Vmcent to London .200
Minehead, Whesborn . .. .At Newfoundland... . . . ... 70~retaken.'
Molly, Randall Do. - do.
MaryandElizabeth,Bruce.Barbadoes to, Hahfax .....
Mars, Hammond .Tortola to Liverpool.. -
M ontagu. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .N ewfoundland to market.. 60
Molly,Fox Do. ..60released.
Marshall, Loughty.. . ... .Barbadoes to London... . .230
Millham,Johnson.. . . .. . - transport.
Maria, Nicholls.
Molly, Buchannan.
Mary, Matthews.
Mary and . . . . . .NewfoundlandtoSpain... -,

h J h L d " b Stransport;Mellis, 0 nston on on to "",ue ec - t clothmg.
Molly, Lusk. . . . . .. . . . . .Glasgow to America. . . . .. - retaken.
Minerva, Morris .Antigua to Head-Quarters. -
Margaret, Biddlecomb... .St. Ubes to Ireland ..160
Norfolk, Grindle Whitehaven .160 transport.
Neptune, Paterson .Antigua to Corke -
Nevis, Coffin ..Nevis to London ..200 retaken.
Nelly, Robinson .Whitehaven ..200
Nancy, Hunter .London .160
Nelly frigate, Bradstreet. .Honduras to London... . . .3UO
Nancy, Kays .Antigua to London ..260
Nathaniel and Elizabeth, ~Jamaica to London. . . . . ..150

Hare 5
Nancy,Cowan - - - 220transport.
Naney, Croker. . . . . .~arbadoes,.. . . .. . . .. .. . ..140
Nabby, Vasser .NovaScotta -
Nanny and Mary, Le ~Newfoundlandto market.. _ released.Geyt . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . 5
Neptune, Baron Do. to do. ..130
Nancy, ChurchiJI. Do. to do...-

5burnt atNelly,Fletcher.. . . . .. . . . 200t Georgia.
Oxford, Stewart.. .Glasgow .200
Polly, Lear.. . . . . .. . . . . .Antigua to London. . . .. . . .200
Peary, Clealand .. ... ... .Tobago to. London... .. . . .300
Polly, Efford .. . . . .. . . . . .N ewfoundland.. . . . .. . . ... 60
Princess Royal, Duthie.. .Jamaica to London .300 retaken.
Portland, Bramble .Grenada to Lancaster .100 do.

-Peggy, Dunlop. .St. Croix to Dublin _ released.
Prince George, Emms. . . .Bristol to Boston.. .. .. . . .IRO
Peggy,Kennedy .Halifaxto New-york _
PerKins, Jenkins .Augustine to Bristol .100
Peregrine, Russel.. . .. . . .N ewfoundland to a market. 130
Provid.ence, Bentinck.. . . .Corke to Lisbon. . . .. .. . .. 90
Place!11ia, Eldred .Newfoundland to a market.I20
Pegg-y, Bradford.
Polly, Basset. .

Prosperity, Beale.
Peggy, Warren .. . . .Newfoundlandto a market. 60 released.
Polly, Renley .Augustine to London -
Phrenix,"Durell.., .Quebec to Grenada -
Prosperity~ Freeman.. .. ..Nova Scotia. .. . . . ... . . . .. _
Paisley, Mountain.
Pope's He.ad, Murphy.. .Antigua to Newfoundland. -

Ships' Names and .Masters. P,'om and To. Tons.
Peggy, Mackay .Jamaica tQ Glasgow -
Polly and Nancy, Ron- ~

'tisbear. . . .. . . .. . . . . . 5
Pool to CadIz.. . . . .. . . . .. 90

Patroclus, Gill.. . . .. . . . . .Dominica to Halifax. . . . .. -
Provid ence Success, ~ .

FI~tcher ... ......5Gottenburgh to St. Eustatta. 90
Queen of England, Arnaud, - - - 250 transport.
Rover, Hunter.. . . .. . .. . .Barbadoes ... . .. . .. . .. . .. _
Reynolds, Rusten .Jamaica to London 200

.

Reward, Baillie. . . .. . . . . .Tortola t.o London. . . .. . . .350
Royal Exchange, Bowden, Grenada to London.. . . . . .260
Rachael, Henry Do. do, ...350 retaken.
Royal George, Doyle .Waterford to Halifax...:. .130
Roebuck, White.
Riopongo, Roberts.. . . .. .Jamaica to Liv~rpool. .. . ..

-Royal George, Young. . . .London to Vemce.. . . .. . ..
-Sukey, Engar .Liverpool to Boston .250

Susannah, Fraser .London to Boston _
St. James, Willson .Jamaica to Bristol .300 burnt.
Stakesby,Watts.. . . .. . . . - - - - transport.
St. Peter. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .St. Vincent's to Liverpool. _
Star and Garter, Himson .St. Kitt's to London .140
Sarah and Anne, Potts- ~ . ,

bury.. 5Exeter to Gibraltar 80
Sally, Bishop .London .130 transport.
Susannah, Crawford .Oporto to London .160
Spiers, Lomort. .. .

'"
. . .Honduras to Glasgow.. . . .180 retaken.

St. John.
Suffolk, Delmore.. .Jamaica to London .300 retaken.
Samuel and Charles,Pen- ~ . . .

tartin... . . . .. . . .. . .. 5 Barbadoes to Vtrglnta. .. .. - do.
Success, Ballien... . . .. . . .Isle Madam to market.. . . .

- do.
Sarah and Elizabeth, Foot, Jamaica to London .350
Speedy, Evans .At Newfoundland 90
St. James, Edwards .Jamaica to London .300
Samuel and Mary, Bennet.Seville to London.. . . .. . .. 70 releas~d.
Swallo\'{, Gri~ths .Tobag-o to Bri~tol 70
St. LUCIa, ChIlds. . . .. . . .J amalca to Bristol. . . .. . . .350
Success, Ball. . . . . .. . . . . . Do. to do. . . . .. .. .200
St.George,Bridgood... . . 220
Spermaceti, Pear.
Sally, Valply .Newfoundland to market.. _
Severn, Pribble.
Sally, Noble.. . . . . .. . . . . .N ova Scotia. . . .. . . .. . . .. .
Sally -armedsch'r.
Sarah, Rigg... . . ... . . . .. .Jamaica to Liverpool. .. . . .100
Sam, Richardson .Bar\;adoes to Liverpool _
Sally,Clift .Nevisto London n... _
Sally,Snowball.. .Antiguato London.. . . ... _
Swallows, Moffat.
Sally, Jackson .Jamaica to Liverpool _
Sarah Adel. Louisa, An- ~Dutch transport from New-

derson ... . . ... . .. . . . 5 York. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . ... -Swallow Packet, Norman. Falmouth to Lisbon.. . . . .. - with the mail.
Two Sisters, Robins.. . . .Corke to Boston. . . .. . . ... 70
True Blue, Stable .Jamaica to Lancaster .160
Trite, Lanning. . .. . .. . . .St. Croix to Cork.. . . .. . . .120 retaken.
Three Brothers, Smith.. .Dominica to Halifax. -
True Briton, Babb .Newfoundland to a market.IOO
Triton, Nockey... n Do. do. 120
Thetis, Meig .Jamaica to London .200 retaken.
Three Friends, Walker.. .Antigua to Halifax. .. .120
Trio, Blake.. . . . . .. . . .. . Halifax to St. Kitts... . ... -
Triton, Martindale .Barbadoes to Whitehaven .140
Thomas, Bell .London to Quebec .160
Three Friends, RusseL.. .St. Eustatia to Cork. . . . . .100
Totness, Waring .Virginia - burnt.
Triton, Brinton .Newfoundland to a market. -
Thistle, Roberts... .. .. . . .Pensacola to Leeward Isles, -
Tartar, Russell .New-York to Cork .200 retaken.
Tho~as and William, ~ Do. do. ... .. ..200 do.

Smith.. . ... .. .. . n.. 5
Thomas, Collison. . . .. . . .Liverpool to Montserratt.. -
Three Friends, Holmes.. .Liverpool to Jamaica .280 withmoney.
Venus, Collins. . . . . .. . . .Honduras to Jersey.. . . .. .300
Venus, Stanfield.. . ... . . .Liverpool to Antigua. . . . . .150 retaken.
Vine, Pratchell .Bonrdeaux to Hull .160
Union, Wilson .St. Kitt's to Liverpool .100 released.
Union, McCarthy .Jamaica to BristoL .180
Union, Chevalier .Canso to Jersey - released.
William, Mercer.. .. .. . . .Georgia to London. . . .. . .. -William, Pine .. .St. Michaels to Boston... .130
William and Mary, Carey. Grenades to Cork. . . . .. . .. 90
William, Bonn .Jamaica to Liverpool .300
Westmoreland .Jamaica to London .300
Watson, Bryson.. . . . . . . .J amaiea to Liverpool.. . . . .120 retaken.
White Oak, Dean.
Woodcock. Richardson.. .Quebec to London .260
Zachariah Bailey, Hodge.Jamaica to London .350

342 taken; 44 retaken; 18 released; 5 burnt.

PROCEEDINGS OF NAVY BOARD OF SOUTH-CAROLINA.

Navy Board, Friday, 1st November, 1776.

The Board met according to adjournment.
Present: Edward Blake, Esquire, First Commissioner,

Thomas Corbett, Geo. Abbott Hall, Roger Smith, Esqs.
Read the Minutes of last meeting.
Agreed that application be made to the President for

eight hundred busbels of Salt, to be delivered to the Com-
missioners of the Navy for salting Provisions for the use of
the Navy.

Agreed that the First Commissioner write to James Black,

Stone Bt Russell, Paul Pritchard, and Clement Lempriere,
to know on what terms they will undertake to build the
Row-Galleys,by what time they will have them finished
and what quantity of iron will be requisite for each Galley.'

Adjourned to to-morrowevening,six o'clock.

Navy Board, Saturday, 2 November, 1776.

The Board met according to adjournment.
Present: Edward Blake, Esquire, First Commissioner

Geo. Abbott Hall, Thomas Corbett, Roger Smith, Esqs. '
Read the Minutes of last meeting.
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A Letter was wrote to Clement Lempriere, Esq.:

"South-CaroJina, November 1, 1776.

"SIR: The Commissioners of the Navy having been in-
formed that you have engaged with bis Excellency the
President to build a row-galley for this State, they desire
that you will as soon as possible acquaint them by letter on
what terms you are to build the said galley, tbe particular
dimension, when sbe is to be finished, and wbat quantity of
iron will be wanted to complete bel'.

"
I am, sir, your most humble servant,

" EDWARD BLAKE, First Commissioner."

Copies of the above Letter were sent to Paul Pritchard,
James Black, and Stone ~ Russel.

Received the following Order from the President:

"
The Commissioners for buying Salt for tbe publick to

dispose of eigbt hundred bushels thereof to the Commis-
sioners of the Na\"y.

"J. RUTLEDGE.
"2 November, 1776."

A Letter was received fi'omhis Excellency the President:

" GENTLEMEN:I desire that you will be pleased to ship
a thousand pounds sterling worth of indigo on board the
Defence, and order Captain Pickering to proceed to Cape
Franr;ois, there to dispose of, and with the proceeds to pro-
cure for our service as many good seamen as the vessel can
bring, arms, sail-duck, and such other articles as you think
useful for the State; and if .Mr.Provaux, whom he may
probably meet there, has obtained any heavy cannon for us,
to bring two pieces of it if he can cO!1Veniently. You will
also order him to sweep to the southward both going and
coming, wind permitting.

"Be pleased to have the verbal contracts which I made
with Lempriere, Black Sf Pritchard, for building row-gal-
leys, reduced into writing, and executed, and lay in spars,
yards, oakum, iron, and such other articles as you think
neces5ary for the vessels belonging to this State and for
those row-galleys.

"I am, gentlemen, your very humble servant,
"J. RUTLEDGE.

"Charles-Town, October 31,1776.

"The Commissioners of the Navy."

The followingLetter, containing Orders forCaptain Pick-
ering, was reported to tbe Board by Mr. Hall. The same
being read, was agreed to :

"
Navy Board, Charlestown, 2 November, 1776.

"Captain THOMAS PICKERING:

"
Your commission as Captain of the brigantine-of-war

Defence will be delivered to you with this, together with
commissions and warrants for your Lieutenants and other
officers, which you will have read to your ship's company,
that they may know who to obey in their different stations;
then deliver them to each officer respectively, before you
proceed to sea.

., You will also receive from the Clerk of this Board the
following papers of rules and discipline and good govern-
ment to be observed on board the vesse]s of war belonging
to State of South-Carolina, which you will cause to be fre-
quently read to your ship's company: Instructions for the
Ca ptain or Commander of any of the vessels belonging to the
State; instructions for the Lieutenants; instructions for the
Master; instructions for the Purser; instructions for the Car-
penter; directions for the Gunner and Armourer; directions
for the Boatswain and Sail maker: which you will deliver to
the different officers, after making your clerk enter them in
a book for that purpose.

"The Defence having her guns, ammunition, stores, and
provisions on board, and being every way equipped for a
cruise, you are hereby directed to embrace the first favour-
able opportunity of proceeding to sea; and after you are
over the bar, steer along the coast until you arrive off St.
Augustine, keeping a good look-out for a sloop commanded
by one Osborne, which has been fitted out from thence, and
is said to be cruising upon this coast, which you are to use
every possible means to take. After you ha ve been off St.
Augustine, you are to proceed to Cape Franr;ois, in lIis-
paniola, where there is the greatest reason to think that yon
may procure seamen, which is in the most particular manner
recommended to you; and that you use every endeavour to
ship as many as your vessel can conveniently bring; for which

purpose there is put on board the Defence sixteen casks of
indigo, amounting to £7,032 lOs., currency, which, upon
your arrival, you will put into the hands of Mr. Dumseau,
or the most capital merchant there, to sell for cash, that you
may be enabled to pay the bounty to the seamen YOIlmay
ship, and purchase such provisions and necessaries as you
may want; after which you are to procure a quantity of slares
necessary lor the Navy; that is, such as cannot be procured
here, for instance, canvas, twine, quadrants, paint, oil, com-
passes, sand-glasses, slops forseamen, six and four pound shot
and grape shot. The remainder of the money to be invested
in good muskets with bayonets, which you are carefully to
examine, as some, which are not proof, have been sent out
to the French West-Indies. You will bring with you proper
accounts of the sale of indigo and vouchers for the moneys
laid out. If you should meet Mr. Provaux at Cape Fran-
fois, and he has purchased any heavy cannon for the use of
this State, you are to take two of them in the Defence's
hold, and shot for them, if it can be done witbout any detri-
ment or disadvantage to the vessel.

"III case of your death the command is to devolve to
your First Li,~utenant, and should he fall, the Second Lieu-
tenant succeeds, and so in rotation.

" You have liberty to cruise for three months from the
time of your sailing, during which YOllare to sink, burn,
take, PI' destroy, any ship or vessel belonging to the Kin'T
of Great Britain, or the subjects of Great Britain, lrelanl
the British West-India Islands, East and West-Florida'
Halifax, Quebec, or Newfoundland; observing, that ani
prizes which you may take, a careful good officer is to be put
on board as prize-master, together with a sufficient number
of men to navigate them to Charlestown, or any convenient
inlet in the State of South- Carolina, where all your prizes
are to be sent. Should it happen you are fortunate enouoh
to take a prize or prizes early in your cruise, near the Islands
it is recommended to you to send her forward, and go int~
any French or Dutch port that may be most convenient, and
supply your vessel with more men, continuing your cruise
till tbe. time limited, unless you think it necessary to convoy
any pl'lze you may take to the coast, in which case it is left
to your own discretion, so that you don't exceed the limit
of your cruise, allowing for usual passaO'efrom your cruisinO'
ground, which is left to yourself to cho~se, and to return by
the way of St. Augustine, and scour. the coast fi'om thence
to this port. You are to treat any prisoners you may take
with the greatest humanity and tenderness, and upon no
consideration suffer the honour of the American arms to be
stained by any act of cruelty or inhumanity. If any seamen
that you take are inclined to enter into the service, give them
the bounty, and allow them the same wages as your other
men receive from the time they sign the attestation.

" You are to take every opportunity that may offer to ad-
vise the Commissioners of the Navy where you are, and of =--
every transaction that may happen worth communicating to .~

them. Your letters are to be directed to Edward Blake,--
Esq., First Commissioner of the Navy Board, Charlestown=
South- Carolina."

,

Adjourned to meet Monday evening, six o'clock.

-
-

-

Navy Board, Monday, 4th November, 1176.

The Board met according to adjournment. _ =-

Present: Edward Blake, Esquire, First Comrmssioner
George Smith, Josiah Smith, Gco. Abbatt Hall,"Thoma;
Corbett, Esqs.

Read the Minutes of the last Board.
The Board agreed to take from Mr. Robert Gz1Jbesfifty

barre]s of Beef, weJl cured, at £ 14 per barrel, and to be
delivered in good tight barrels, in Charlestown, allowinrrhim
one bushel of salt for each barrel. -. 0

The folJowingLetter was wrote to Captain Pickering:
"Navy Board, Charlestown,'South-CaroIina, ~4 November, 1776. 5

"Captain THOMASPICKERING:
"The Commissioners of the Navy having received intelJi-

gence that a ship and sloop, belonging to the subjects of Great
Britain, are loading at St. Mary's river, whicb is guarded
by two small vessels from St. Augustine, you are without
?elay t.o proceed off the port of Sunbury, in Georgia, where,
If no pilot-boat should be o.ff, and the weather will permit,
send your boat on shore wIth an officer to the Committee
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there, to get a pilot acquainted with St. Mary's river, and
immediately proceed to the said river, where you will en-
deavour to take or destroy the cruisers, and bring off the
vessels loading, provided they belong to the subjects of
Great Britain, Ireland, &c.; in doing which it is appre-
hended you will meet with no difficulty."

The fonowing Letter was wrote to the Committee of
Sunbury:

'"
"To the Committee of SUNBURY:

"GENTLEMEN: Having received intenigence that two
vessels are loading at St. ft'Iary's, covered by two sman
armed vessels, the Commissioners of the Navy have given
directions to Captain Pickering, of the vessel of wal' De-
fence, to can off your port and require your assistance to
obtain a pilot for St. Mary's river, which they will be glad
that you will procure for him, as speedily as possible, and
render him any other service which he may require; after'
which he has direction to proceed to St. ~tlar!J'sriver, in
quest of the cruisers and vessels loading.

"
By order of the Navy Board.

" EDWARDBLAKE,First Commissioner."

Ordered, That the Pilot-Boat Hibernia be this day dis-
charged from the publick service.

Adjourned to to-morrow evening, six o'clock.

Navy Board, Tuesday, 5 November, 1776,

The Board met according to adjournment.

Present: E,dward Blake, First Commissioner, George
Sl]tith, Josiah Smith, George Abbot Hall, Thomas Corbett,
Esq'rs. $

Read the Minutes of the last meeting.

It having appeared to the Board that the present publick
Boat-Keeper, Alexander Horn, has not done the duty re-
quired of him, in having the Boats repaired and removed to
the place appointed for them within the flood-gate, he is
ordered to attend the Board at their next meeting, to answer
for his neglect.

Ordered, That the First Commissioner do draw the three
fonowing Orders on the Commissioners of the Treasury, for
sixteen casks of Indico, shipped on board the Brigantine of
War Defence, viz :
32. No.3. One Order, in favour of Thomas Corbett, for

amount of four casks of Indico, - £ 1,790 17 6
32. No.4. One do., in favour of Edward

and John Blake, for amount of five casks
of Indico, - - £2,438 17 6

32. No.5. One do., in favour of William
Parker, for amount of seven casks of In-
dica, - - £2,802 15 0

----
£7,032 10 0

--
Adjourned to next Thursday evening, six o'Clock.

Navy Board, Thursday, 7th November, 1776.

The Board met pursuant to adjournment.
Presen t: Edward Blake, Esquire, First Commissioner,

Thomas£orbett, George Abbott Hall, Josiah Smith, Esq'rs.

Read tbe :Minutes of last meeting.

Alexarider Horn having attended the Board, was repri-
manded, and engaged that all the publick Boats under his
care shouLd be in good order in ten days.

Resolved, That the GU'lS and Stores be removed from on
board the Pilot-Boat the Hibernia, and that Captain Ed-
ward Dqrrelldo cause the same to be removed.

The following Letter was received from Mr. Thomas
Wade,directed ~ Edward Blake, Charlestown:

"
Georgetown,29 October,1776.

"SIR: As by the advertisements signed by your name, I
understand you are one of the Commissioner~ to contract
for pOl'k and beef for the publick and Navy of the Province,
and as I have for sale a quantity of that article, should
gladly supply you with any quantity of pork, under four or
five hundred barrels; but if you engage to do it, you must
supply me with halfa bushel of salt to secure each barrel;
and any engagement that may be made by the bearer, Mr.

John Packrow,ofGeorgetQ1Jm,I will abide by and comply
with; and your letter of the price you and he may arrree on
will oblige your humble servant,

"
T W

0

"HOMAS ADE.

The fol1owing Letter was received from his Excellency
the President:

"November 7,1776.

"
GENTLEMEN: I have received intelligence that two

armed .vesselsfrom St. Augustineinfest the sC!uthernpart of
Georgza, and will probably come on this coast. A detach-
ment from the Second Regiment is therefore ordered on
board of the brigantine Comet. You will be pleased to
give Captain Allen orders to proceed with them in her, with
the utmost despatch, on a cruise for a fortnight, scouring the
coast from this port to St. Augustine; and in so doinrr, actinO"
in conjunction with the Defence, if they should me~t.

0

" Your most obedient servant,
" J. RUTLEDGE.

"The Commissionet's of the Navy of South-Carolina."

The following Instructions were sent to Captain Allen:
"Navy Board, Charlestown, 7 November, 1776.

"Captain EDWARD ALLEN:
"The Comet, brigantine of war, whereof you are com-

missioned as Captain, being now ready for sea, you will
receive a commission for your Second Lieutenant, and war-
rants for the other officers, which are to be read to your
ship's company, that each officer may be properly obeyed.
You will also receive rules of discipline and good govern-
ment to be observed in the Navy of this State; instructions
for the Captain, Lieutenants, the Master, the Purser, and
the Carpenter; also directions for the Gunner and Armourer,
Boatswain and Sail maker ; which you are to have entered
in a book for that purpose, and then delivered to each officer
respectively.

"
You are to embrace the very first opportunity to pro-

ceed to sea; and as your vessel is not completely manned
a detachment of a Lieutenant, Sergeant, two COl'porals, and
twenty-eight privates, of the Second Regiment, are under
orders to go on board your vessel, who you are to send
boats for early to-morrow morning; and by all means durinO"
your cruise, keep up the strictest harmony, both by YOlll'self,
officers and men, with the officers and men of the land ser-
vice, that the general good may not suffer by private ani-
mosity or quarrels, and they are to be allowed in every
respect the same rations as your seamen receive.

" Immediately as you get over the bar, proceed with the
greatest despatch to the southward, and endeavour to fall in
near , where, if the weather will permit, and no
boat shou~d be. off, ~end your own boat on shore to inquire
for Captam Ptckertng, of the Defence, who you will by all
means endeavour to join, and show him the orders now given
to you, which are, that, under his command, you are to act
in conjunction, and endeavour to fall in with, and take or
destroy two small armed vessels belonD'inrr to the Kinrr or
subjects of Great Britain, which are said to be cruising on
the southward part of the coast; also any merchantmen
that you may fan in with belonging to Great Britain, Ireland

the British West Indies, East and West Florida, Halifax;

Quebec, or Newfoundland. Your. cruise is to be continued
for a fortnight or three weeks, between St. AUO'!lstine and
this port, during which should you be fortunat~enough to
take any prizes, you are to man and send them on to this
port or any convenient inlet in this State; and to use your
prisoners with the greatest humanity and tenderness, that
no reflectionmay be cast on the honour of the American
arms through your means.

"If any opportunity should offer, advise the Commis-
si.oners of the Na vy any transactions worth communicating,
directed to Edward Blake, Esq., First Commissioner of
the Navy. .

" Upon your return you are to send your boat on shore
at Sullivan's. Island, that the officer there may examine
whether y?U ha~e the small-pox or any infectious distemper
~n board, III which case your vessel must perform quaran-
tme.

" By order of the Board.
"EDWARDBLAKE,First CommissionerP

In consequence of Captain Thomas Wade's Letter, Mr.
John Packrow agreed to supply the Board with Pork at
£ 18 per barrel, which was refused.

Adjourned to next Monday evening, six o:c1ock.
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Navy Board, Monday, 11 November, 1776.

The Board met according to adjournment.
Present: Edward Blake, Esquire, First Commissioner,

George Abbot Hall, George Smitlt, Josiah Smith, Esqs.
Read the Minutes of last meeting.
Received a Note from Mr. Charles Burkmeyer to con-

tract for thirty barrels of Beef, at £ 16 per barrel. Rejected.
Agreed to.furnish Mr. William Hest with two hundred

bushels of Salt, to enable him to procure Hemp from the
back country for the use of the Navy.

Received a Letter from Captain Thomas Pickering:
"Off Sunbury, Thursday noon.

"SIR: We left Charlestown Bar yesterday, about ten
o'clock, and having a fine breeze, stood along shore all night,
and this morning feJl in with a sloop. After giving chase
all day, we came up with her about two o'clock. She proved
to be a French sloop, from the Cape, bound for Charles-
town, Mr. Aberdie Master. He is the gentleman who de-
livers you this. I received several articles from him before
we parted. As he complained of being a stranger to the
place and people, I have taken the liberty to give him these
few lines to you. Any services you can render him will
infinitely oblige me. The wind at present is small, and off
the land. Am much afraid we shall be puzzled to make
Sunbury; however, shall do my endeavours to discharge
the trust reposed in me. The people upon deck call out 'A
sail!' and as we are preparing to give chase, I must con-
clude.

" I remain, sir, your obedient, humble servant,
"THOMAS PICKERING.

"Mr. Blake."
Adjourned to next Thursday evening, six o'clock.

Navy Board, Thursday, 14th November, 1776.

The Board met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Edward Blake, Esquire, First Commissioner,

Thomas Corbett, Josialt Smith, Geo. Abbott Hall, Esqs.
Read the Minutes of the last meeting.
Received a Letter from Zechariah Nettles, offeringto con-

tract for one hundred and sixty barrels of Pork, at £ 15 per
barrel; which was agreed to.

A Letter was also received from Jacob Willaman, offer-
ing to supply two hundred barrels Beef, and the same quan-
tity of Pork. Rejected.

The Pilot-Boat Hibernia, being out of repair, and at the
request of the proprietors, dischal'ged the sen'ice.

The Board are of opinion that there is an absolute neces-
sity for two Pilot-Boats to attend the Bar, as they find that
one Boat is not adequate to the service, being frequently
obliged to be cleaned:

Therefore Resolved, That application be made to the
President, acquainting him of the necessity of having two
Boats constantly to attend the Bar and Harbour of Charles-
town, and that he will be pleased to give directions for the
purchasing, building, or hiring another Boat for that pur-
pose.

Agreed, That the First Commissioner do wait on the
President, to inform him of the above Resolution.

Agreed, To draw on the Treasurer for the following
sums. In favour of-
28. No.6. Alexander Baldridge, for 5 barrels Flour, at

£8, - - - - - - - - - - - £ 108 6 4
28. No.7. Aaron ~"tIc"fVltorterand Jno.

Sturgeon, 8 barrels Flour, at £8, - -

{

Philip Ha

.

rt, 20 barrels Flour,

..

28 N 8
at £ 10, - - - - - -. o. . Philip Hart, 12 barrels Flour,
at £8 10s., - - - - - 220 13 2

28. No.9. Chas. Morgan and E. Sawyer,
153yardsOznaburg,at 20s., - - - 153 0 0

28. No. 10. Fred'k David Cruger, 16k gal.
LinseedOil,at 90s., -. - - - - -

28. No. 11. John Dorsuis, 3,366 lbs. Bar
Iron,at £ 12 lOs.,- - - - - - - 420 15 0

32. No. 12. Alex'r Elsinore, paid his wife
part of wages, - - - - - - - -

137 10 4

168 8 0

74 5 0

40 0 0

32. No. 13. Woodward Flowers, 579 lbs.
Indico, at 258., - - - - .. - - ..

2. No.1 4. Peter Prow, for mending the
Comet's sails, - - - - - - - -

£723 15 0

78 0 0

£2,424 12 10

Adjourned to next Monday evening, six o'clock.
...

Navy Board, Monday, 18 November, 1776.

Adjourned to Tltursday evening, six o'clock.

Navy Board, Thursday, 21 November, 1776.

The Board met according to adjournment.
Present: Edward Blake, Esquire, First Commissioner,

Roger Smith, Geo. Abbot Hall, Josiah Smith, Thomas
Corbett, Esqrs.

Read the Minutes of last meeting.
Agreed in future to have all Letters received by this Board

only numbered and entered in the Journal, from whom and
for what person received, and filed to be referred to.

The First Commissioner informed the Board that he had
waited on the President concerning the purchase of another
Pilot-Boat, who gave for answer, the Commissioners of the
Navy might do what they thought necessary in this matter,
and they should be justified in so doing.

Resolved, That Captain Ammonettebe offeredeighthun-
dred Continental Dollars for his Boat.

Agreed, To draw on the Treasury for the following
sums, in favour of-
28. No. 15. Thomas Ricltey, for 8 barrels Flourf'1816, at

£5 lOs, - - - - - - - - - - £99 17 7
28. No. 16. Geo. Haker, 2 bbls. Flour, 492,

at£5 lOs., - - - - - - - - - 27 1 2
28. No. 16. Geo.Haker, for 5 kegs Butter,

441, at 5s., - - - - - - - - - no 5 0

£237 3 9
--

Mr. James Black attended the Board, and agreed to build
a Row-Galley at the same Pl'ice as Captain Lempriere
agreed to build for.

Adjourned to to-morrow evening, six o'clock.

Navy Board, Friday, 22d November, 1776.

The Board met according to adjournment.
Present: Edward Blake, Esquire, First Commissioner,

Josiah Smith, Geo. Abbott Hall, Tltomas Corbett, Esq's.
Read the Minutes of last meeting. ~

Mr. Hall reported that he had, agreeable to the Resolution
~

of the Board last night, purchased from Captain Ammonette~-
his Pilot-Boat called the Glory of America, for the sum oC
£ I ,300 currency, together with her Stoms, &c., as per-
Inventory No. 15.

Adjourned to next Monday evening, six o'clock.

Navy Board, Monday, 25 November;1776.

The Board met according to adjournment. -

Present: Edward Blake, Esq., First CommissioIJgf,Geo.
Abbott Hall, Thomas Corbett, Josiah Smith, E~gulres.

Read the Minutes of last meeting.
~.

Mr. Alexander Horn having represented to this Board
that the multiplicity of business he is engaged m prevents
his paying due attention to the publick Boats cdIDmi1tedto
his care; he therefore requests the Board will !lccr-pt his
resignation.__

The Board accordingly accepted the resignatiorCof Mr.
Horn.

Resolved, That Mr. :ftIcCullyRighton be appointed pub-
lick Boat-keeper.

The following Letter was wrote to Mr. Alexander Horn:

" SIR: 'You are desired by the Commissioners of the
Navy to deliver to Mr. McCully Righton all trie boats be-
longing to the publick of South-Carolina in your charge,
together with the oars, rudders, &c., and as soon as possible
bring in your account to the Commissioners.

" Emv ARD BLAKE.

" November 25, 1776."
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The following Letter was wrote to Mr. McCully Righton:

"SIR: The Commissioners of the Navy have appointed
you Boat-keeper, in the room of Mr. Alexander Hom, and
desire that you will have all the publick bOf,1tsput in good
repair, and provided with good oars, rudders, and tillers, as
soon as possible. Also, to have the flood-gate cleared of
stones, &c., and all the boats removed and kept within the
flood -ga te.

"EDWARD BLAKE, First Commissioner.

"
November 25, 1776."

Resolved, That Mr. Righton be allowed thirty shillings
per day as Boat-keeper.

The following Letter was wrote to Clement Lempriere,
Esquire:

" SIR: The Board of Commissioners accept your pro-
posal for the building of a row-galley, viz : to pay you three
pounds ten shillings sterling per ton; the measurement to be
the length multiplied by the breadth and half breadth; and
request you finish the same with all possible despatch.

" 1 am, &c.,
"EDWARD BLAKE, First Comm'r."

Adjourned to next Thursday evening, six o'clock.

Navy Board, Thursday, 28 November, 1776.

The Board met according to adjournment.
Present: Edward Blake, Esquire, First Commissioner,

George Smith, Josiah Smith, Thomas Savage, Esqs.
Read the Minutes of last meeting.
Agreed that the following Order be sent to Mr. Righton:

"Y ou are desired by the Commissioners to endeavour to
engage eight good negro boatmen? on .the best terms, to be
constantly employed under your direction, and report to the
Board on Saturday evening.

"EDWARDBLAKE,First Comm'r.

"
November 28, 1776."

Adjourned to next Saturday evening, six o'clock.

Navy Board, Saturday, 30 November, 1776.

The Board met according to adjournment.
Present: Josiah Smith, Esq., Chairman, Thomas Cor-

bett, Geo. Abbott Hall, Roger Smith, Esqs.
Read the Minutes of the last meeting.
No.1. A Letter was received from Captain Edward

Allen, commander of the Brigantine Comet, dated St. Cath-
arine's, November 15, 1776.

Adjourned to next Thursday evening, six o'clock.

Navy Board, Thursday, December 5, 1776.

The Board met according to adjournment.
Present: T1IOmas Corbett,Esg., Chairman,Roger Smith,

Geo. Abbott Hall, Thomas Savage, Esqs.
Captain Edward Allen attended the Board on his arrival

with two prizes, viz: a sloop called the George, from Ja-
maica, and owned there, and a schooner, called the J}/aria,
from St. Vincent's, owned in Liverpool.

Ordered, That the Clerk do wait on his Excel]ency the
President to desire he will give a Pass to the Forts for tbe
little Pilot Boat (Hawke,) lately purchased.

Adjourned to next Saturday evening, six o'clock.

Navy Board, Saturday, 7th December, 1776.

Adjourned to next it/ollday evening, six o'clock.

Navy Board, Monday, 9th December, 1776.

Adjourned to to-morrow evening, six o'.clock.

Navy Board, Tuesday, 10th December, 1776.

The Board met according to adjournment.
Present: Edward Blake, Esquire, First Commissioner,

Thomas Corbett, Thomas Savage, George Smith, Geo. Ab-
bott Hall, Esqs.

The Clel'k reported that he had waited on his Excellency
the President, according to order, and his Excellency gave
an Order to the Forts Johnson and Moultrie to pass tbe said
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Pilot Boat, (which he named the Hawk,) on a proper signal
to be agreed on between the Boat and said Forts.

Mr. Hezekiah Anthony applied, as having as First Lieu-
tenant of the Brigantine-of-War Comet, dated the 10th Au-
gust, 1776, he has not been on the late cruise, and now
claims his wages as First Lieutenant, from the 10th of
August, the time of the date of his commission.

Resolved, That the Pilot Boat Hawk be sent to George-
town, under the command of Mr. Stone or Mr. Philips, for
such articles as the Board shall order from thence.

Ordered, That an Anchor for the Brigantine Comet, and
a Cable fi'orn the Floating Battery, be sent to Sullivan's
Island, for the use of the works carrying on there by Gen-
eral Gadsden, by an application to this Board by him for
that purpose.

The Board agreed to draw on the Treasury for the sums
following, in favour of Ca ptain Edward Allen:
2. No. 17. 21 lb. Tallow, at 5s. 10d., -

5 Boat Oam, 16 feet each, -
331lb.Beef,ls.2d., - - - - - -

I Anchor, 54~, £ 15,

- £6 2 6
9 6 8

19 9 8
81 6 0

---
£116 4 10

28. No. 18. Florian Chs. May, for8,000 lb.
Iron, at £ 12 lOs., 1000 0 o

Adjourned to meet Thursday evening, six o'clock.

Navy Board, Thursday, 12 December, 1776.

The Board met according to adjourn,ment.
Present: Thomas Qorbett, Esquire, Chairman, Thoma$

Savage, Josiah ,S/nith, Geo. Abbott Hall, Esqs.
Read the Minutesof last meeting.
No.2. A Letteneceived from Mr. Anthony Bonneau, in

Georgetown, dated the 6th December, 1776.
No.3. A Letter from GeneralGadsden,datedFort Moul-

trie, the II th December, 1776.
Adjourned to meet itlonday evening, six o'clock.

Navy Board, Monday, 16th December, 1776.

The Board met according to adjournment.
.

. Present: Edward Blake, Esquire, First Commissioner,
Roger Smith, Thomas Corbett, Thomas Savage, Josiah
Smith, George Smith, Esqs.

No.4. A Letter received from Captain Stephen Seymour,
of the Schooner Rattlesnake, stationed at Georgetown, dated
the 12th DCC/;mber, 1776.

No.5. A Letter received from Lieutenant Wm. Seward,
First Lieutenant of the Brigantine Defence, dated Cape
Nicola Mole; November 30, 1776.

Agreed, That the First Commissioner do furnish the
Clerk with £2,000, in order to proceed to George-Town, to
payoff the people belonging to the Rattlesnake, stationed
there.

Agreed, That the First Commissioner do direct Mr. He;z-
ekiah Anthony to repair on board the Comet, and act as
Second Lieutenant on board the said Brigantine; in case of
refusal to act in that station, to order him on board the
Schooner Rattlesnake, to act as First Lieutenant; in case
of 'refusal, to demand his commission, and dismiss him the
servICe.

A Letter wrote to Captain Edward Allen' ,

" Captain EDWARD ALLEN:
.

"SIR: The Commissioners of the Navy desire that you
will as soon as possible have. the brigantine Comet ready to
proceed on a cruise; and that you will !ay before ih~ Bo~rd
an indent of all such stores as are wqntmg for the saId bl'lg-
antine, as also a pay bill made out to the 27th instant, that
the people may receive their wages to that time.

"
I am, sir, your humble servant,

"
EDWARDBLAKE, First Commissioner.

"
December17, 1776."

Adjourned to next JJfonday evening, six o'clock.

Navy Board, Monday, 23 December, 1776.

Adjourned to to-morrow evening, six o'clock.
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Navy Board, Tuesday, 24th December, 1776.

Adjourned to meet n.ext Saturday evening, six o'clock.

Navy Board, Monday, 30th December, 1776.

The Board met according to arljournment.
Present: Edward Blake, Esquire, First Commissioner,

Thomas Savage, Thomas Corbett, Josiah Smith, George
Smith, Esq's.

No. 19. The Clerk reported he had paid the armed
Schooner Rattlesnake, stationed at Georgc- Town, to the
20tb in3tant, inclusive, amounting to £ 1,881 8s. Sd.

No. 20. Tbe Boardagreed to draw on the Treasury, in
ravollr of Hawkins, Petrie &rCo., for sundries supplied Cap-
tain Darrell, £1,751 3s. 7d.

Agreed, That Caprain Edward Allen should open a Ren-
dpzvous, and to advance a month's pay to every man tbat
will inlist in the service of the State for six months.

The First Commissioner is desired to write to ~Ir. Elder,
Surgeon of the Comet, and request that be will gh'e bis
attendance on board the said vessel once every day while in
harbour.

Agreed, That Mr. Stephen Duvall do purchase a small
Boat from Captain Francis lUorgan, for the use of the Pilot-
Boat Eagle, and tbat the First Commissioner do pay for tbe
same.

Agreed, To draw on the Treasury for amount of the
Comet's pay-bill to tbe 27tb instant, being three rno:lths,
amount, - - - - - - - - - - £2,844 18 0
For the detachment of Soldiers on board said

brigantine, - 383 12 6
---

£3,228 10 6
---

Adjourned to next Thursday evening, six o'clock.

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY NEW-YORK CONVENTION, FOR INQ,UIRING INTO, DETECTING
AND DEFEATING ALJ,. CONSPIRACIES, &c.

Wednesday, lIth December, 1776.

The Committee met at Connor's Tavern.
Present: Mr. De Witt, G01I. .Morris, Mr. Jay.

Mr. DILer being absent, Mr. Jay was chosen Chairman
of this Committee.

Mr. Jay communicated to the Committee a Letter from
Colonel Hundngton to this Committee, informing them that
he bad sent several Prisoners, whose names and crimes were
specified in a paper enclosed; which is a~ foIJows :
Wm. and Jon'n Underhill, confined by General Sullivan,

for not signing the Association, and swearing allegiance to
his Britannic7c Majesty.

John Beger and John Acker, General Lee, on suspicion of
corresponding with the enemy.

.Ms. Valentine, Gen. Lee; an active Tory.
Pebody Stanmore,
Jacob Jewel, - - - - Gen.Lee; anactiveTory.
Samuel .Miller, John Pri-

~ {
. d f 'd

or, James .McCord, Eli- Gen. Lee;
~uspe

l
cte 0 al -

h
. JU .t rng t 1e enemy.

s a .LUerrz, .

A Letter was received of the] Ilh instant, fi'om Joh's
Hardenbergh, Jr., in favour of Jos. .Montgomery, one of the
Prisoners. -

Petrus Rosen, the Officer of the Guard, informs the Com-
mittee that Pebody Stanmore and John Davis, two of the
Prisoners, are very sick.

Ordered, That Doct. Graham be requested to examine
them, and report their condition to the Committee.

Gou. ~Morris.informs the Commi.ttee that he had permit-
ted Ms. Valcntzne and Vnderhzll to go at large on tbeir
parole, to appear every day; and that the others are in the
Guard-House, except some who had escaped.

Charles Haight, Jr., of North- Castle, being examined on
oath, saith that be was sent here by the Committee of Bed-
ford. That about two months ago he was enticed by
Caleb Fowler, Jun., to go with him to Lon!.(-lsland, the
said Fowler telling him that if he staid, he w~uld be taken
up. That they went together to Byram; that they commu-

.
nicated their design to Stephen I..yon, son of Jolm Lyon, at
that place. That the said Lyon's negroes carried them over
to Jtlusqueto Cove, from whence be again came over to
lJ'lamaroneck, at the time the enemy were there. That
Fowler went to the enemy on I..ong-Island. That on their
way to Byram, they staid a night at Jonathan Miller's, in
King Street,. and the next night at James Brundige's, who
both entertamed them, and knew where they were going.
That Stephen Lyon looked out for a canoe for them. That
he saw Rogers's Rangers at Mamaroneck; that W"illiam
Underhill, Jr., of Cortland lUanor, was a Captain. among
them, and had brought several men with him, as he under-
stood among them; and that Underhill tOld him he was
going-borne. That he also saw among them Samuel Kip,
of North- Castle, wbo told the examinant that he was a
Lieutenant, and was going home also.

CHARLES HAIGHT.
J01IN JAy.Sworn 11 December, 1776.

Or~ered, That ~a~tain Townsend forthwith arrrelJPild
and brmg before tillS Committee Stephen Lyon, Jona. Mil-
le~, James Bmndige, William Underhill, Jr., and Samuel
J{rp.

~Vhereas. the said Charles llaight, Jr., has offered to
assist C:lptaIll Townsend in apprehending the said persons:

Ordered, T~)at he be the bearer of a Letter for that pur-
pose to Captam Townsend, and return with him to this
Committee.

The Rev. Dr. Graham reports that he has examined John'
Davis and Pc body Stanmore, agreeable to tbe orner of this
Court; that the former is ill of a pox, and may with safety
remain where he is. That the latter has a fever and ourrht
to he removed. '

b

Ordered, That the Rev. Dr. Graham be requested to
see John Davis removed to the Hospital, and attend them
both.

. C;onnor'sTavern, at Fish-KiJI, i3 December, 1776.
The Committee met: Preoent, Mr. Jay, Chairman !\Jr.

De Witt, Mr. Duer, Gou. Morris. '

Mr. Jay informs the Committee that he last eveninrr re-
leased Anthony Alair, one of the prisoners, fi'Omthe cus~ody
of the Guard, on his brother Pder Alair's becominlT surety
for his appearance.

b

Mr. Duer communicated to the Committee a Letter fi'om
Egbe;t. Be~son, Es~., of t~e 11th instant, encJosing P,)pers
contaltlltlg ltlformatlon agaltlst and concerning sundry per-
sons.

~.A]so, a Letter from Jtlaurice Pleas, respecting Charles
Vzncent, who had escaped from Exeter, of the 9th instant
1776. '

Also, a Letter from Colonel Ms. Thomas, of the 11th
December, enclosing a Letter from General Wadsworth to
General Spencer, relative to a number of Tories he had
apprehended by order of Gen,eral Lee.

The Prisoners referred to by General H'adsworth are: Ca-
leb Archer, Isaac I:aw;erlce, Paul Graham, Joshua Odell,
~arnuel Dean, BenJmmn Booth, Elbert Arson, Thom(ls El-
lz.~,Amos Le Forgue, John Dickson, Peter Dobbs, Henry
Fowler, Isaac Tomkins, Edward Odell, Henry Le Forgue,
John Shute, James Tomkins, John McCord Edward
Drake, John Vermilyea, Anthony Alair Isa'ac Arsen
William Paterson, Benjamin Vermilyea. '

,

General l1Iorri.~informs tbe Committeethat Israel IIon-
eywell and John Youngs, two of the Committee of TVest-
C!tes~er Cou~ty, told him all the ab?ve-named persons were
notorIously disaffected to tbe Amenean cause and in their
opinion, ought to be removed to one of the' nei"llbourinO'
States.

0 0

IVIr. Duer also communicated to the Committee a Cer-
tificate of John Baker, a Sergeant in tbe Fourth Relfiment
certifying certain1natters against TVm. Underhill; Oat th~
foot of which Certificate is another of Colonel Nixon, of tbe
character of Baker.

A Letter from Isaac Everit, Chairman of the Committee



1541 NEW-YORK COl\1~lITTEE FOR DETECTING CONSPIRACIES, DEC, 1776. 1542

of Fredericksburgh, of the 10th December, 1776, respecting
Stcphen Booth, sent prisoner to the Committee, was read.

1\11'.Duer also communicated to the Committee a Letter
from Leonard Gansevoort, Esq., of QIst lVovember last, re-
specting Henry Cuyler, Major Edmunston, and Lieutenant
Hugh Fr?zier, three half-pay Officers, and disaffected to
the Amerzcan cause.

Mr. Duer informed the Committee that the .Mayor of
Albany, who had been committed to the cus10dy of Lieu-
tenant Schoonmaker, had escaped, and that he had put the
Lieutenant under arrest.

Whereas Henry Cuyler, Major Edmunston, and Lieu-
tenant Hugh Frazitr, ar~ O.fficers on half-pay!n the se~vice
of the Kin" of Great Brztam; and whereas rhls CommIttee
are well i~formed that the said gentlemen are notoriously
disaffected to the American cause:

Resolved, That they be forthwith removed to the town
of Boston, and remain there at their own expense, on the
parole directed for Prisoners of War; and that the Commit-
tee of Albany be requested to execute this Resolution.

Mr. Duer again attending the Committee, and having
comp]eted the business for whlch he left it, :\11'.Jay resigned
the Chair, and Mr. Duer was again unanimously appointed
Chairman to the Committee.

P. M.-Present: William Duer, Esq., Chairman, Gene-
ralMorris.

Connor's Tavern, Fish-Kill, December 15th, 1776.

Present: William Duer, Chairman.

Captain Silas Purdy brought in Hnmphrey Maril, Eli-
sha Purdy, and Lodwick Millar, three Tories from the
Precinct of New-Marlborough, who had been privy to a
treasonable conspiracy, formed by James Robinson, Jacob
Russell, and others, against the liberties of the United States.

Ordered, That Captain Purdy deliver these persons to
the Officer of the Guard, who is herebyordered to keep
them in safe custody till further orders from the Comrnittee.

lIenry Brandt and John .Niles were discharged on taking
the oath of allegiance to the State.

Colonel Drake applied for leave to take Iwac Tomkins,
his wife's brother, to his own home, and promised to return
him on Wednesday next.

Ordered, That the Officer of the Guard deliver lsaac
Tomkins to Colonel Drake.

to the Convention of this State to enact an ordinance for
establishing a general Oath of Al!egiance, to be ~?minis.tered
to all the subjects of this State; a copy of wlllch WII! be
transmitted to them as soon as possible. .

Ordered, That the expense of the Express from tl~e
Committee of Claverack, amounting to , be paid
by tbis Committee, and that the Chairman be requested to
advance the same.

A Letter from Peter Corne, dated December 6th, begging
an enlargement of his parole; likewise a Certificate of Gen-
eral Parsons. The Letters being read, are in the words fol-
lowing: (Pro ut.)

Resolved, That Mr. Peter Corne be permitted to remain
under his former restrictions to his house and farm at Peek's
Kills, on his parole of honour, so long as General Parsons
shall lodge at his house; and that General Parsons be re-
quested to take bis parole in the same manner as the former
one.

Mr. Han.Yard informs that there are three girls near this
place, who have come lately /i'om New- York; tbe name of
one is Henning, who has a brother sick in the Barracks;
that he has understood that she and her mother either lived
with GenerallIowe or the Hessian General.

Connor's Tavern, December 17, 1776.

Present: 1\11'.Duer, Chairman, Colonel De Witt, Mr.
Gansevoort, Colonel Cortlandt.

The Examination of Enoch Cro.~by was read, and is in
the words following, viz:

Resolved, That Walter Dubois,' Alexander ]}1illiner,
William Brown, and James Harden, near Shawgenet, in
Ulster County, be forthwith apprehended and brought be-
fore this Committee.

Resolved, That Captain Clark be requested to execute
this Reso]ution, and that the Chairman be requ~sted to desire
his attendance on this Committee.

Resolved, That Uriah Townsend, Adonai .Manuel, Ja-
cob Seedsman, and James Cohuan, be discharged on their
takin" the Oath of AHegiance.

Tl~e above-mentioned persons attending, the Chairman,
by order of the Committee, gave them permission of either
joining the enemy or of taking the Oath of AHegiance.
They all declared their determination to fight for their coun-
try, and voluntarily took the Oath of Allegiance.

A Letter from the Committee of Tryon County, signed
Isaac Paris, Chairman, dated lVovemberQ8tb, 1776, was
taken up and considered, and is in the words fonowing:

Resolved, That Mr. lIarper, one of the Members for
Tryon County, be requested to attend this Committee.

MI'. Harper attending, informed the Committee that he
was present when the above persons were examined before
the Committee of Tryon County; that Hough and Ramsay
were particu]arly dangerous and desperate feHows; and that
the whole of them are so notoriously disaffected, that they
ought, in his opinion, to be prevented from going at large;

Resolved, That Francis Prince, George Ramsey, Wil-
liam C. Bownig, John Gibson, Melon Knight, and Henry
Hoff, be forthwith conveyed to Poughkecpsie, there to be
confined in Jail till further orders from dus Committee or
future Legislature of this State.

Resolved, That William Gilroberts, who has been sent
to this place by the Committeeof West-Chester,and who
stands charged with Horse stealing, be forthwith sent to
Poughkeepsie, there to be confined in Jail till further orders
from this Committee, the Convention, or future Legislature
of this State, unless sooner discharged uy due course of law.

The Cbairman laid before the Committee a charge against
a Charles Haight, who bad been sent to tbis place by the
Committee of Bell,ford, in West-Chester County; which
being read, is in the words following:

Connor's Tavern, Fish-Kill, December 16, 1776.

Present: Mr. Duer, Chairman, Mr. Jay, Mr. Gansevoort,
Colonel De Witt.

A Letter fromJoshua Draper, one of the Committee of
Spencer, in the State of lJlassachusetts-Bgy, in favour of
Ralph Phillips, one of the persons who was sent by this
Committee to that place, was laid before tbe Con vention,
and referred to this Committee.

The Rev. Mr. Rysdorp appeared before the Convention,
and informed them that tbe said Ralph Phillips was a per-
son of good moral character, and very useful to the com-
munity. With respect to his political character he does not
pretend to determine.

.

A Letter from Lawrence Fonda, Chairman of the Com-
mittee of Claverack, enclosing several Affidavits against
divers disaffected persons, was read, and is in tbe words fol-
lowing: (Pro ut.)

Ordered, That the Committee of Claverack be request-
ed to remove George Clapper, Frederick Clapper, Petrus
Clapper, and Jacob Anderson, who are charged with trea-
sonable practices against this State, to the J ail at Pough-
keepsie; and that they inform the Jail Keeper of said Jail
which of the said personsare able to maintain themselves,
and tbat if any of them should be unable, that in such case
the Keeper of the said Jail afford them reasonaule subsist-
ence at the expense of this Committee.

Ordered, That the Keeper of the said Jail receive tlte December 18, 1776.

above-mentioned persons, and them safely keep till fUl'ther Present: William Ducr, Cbairman, General ]}lorris, Col-
orders from this Committee, the Convention, or filture Legis- onel De Witt, Captain Platt.
latme of this State. General Clinton informs the Committee that a quantity

Resolved, That the Committee of Claverack District be of Butter was deposited at FQrt Montgomery, which had
informed that it is the intention of this Committee to. apply b3en whn fro.n a certain Brian Connor, who had intended

..
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to carry it to the enemy, and had been sent a prisoner to
Fort Constitution, and begged to know what should be done
with it.

Josias Berkely appeared before the Committee, and in-
formed them that he had left Long-Island last Monday
se'nnight, at the request of Mr. Baltus Van Kleeck, of New-
York; tbat be had sent bim to Mr. Joshua Carman, his son-
in-law, to- inquire after' his children; that, by wbat he could
learn, there was only fourteen of tbe enemy's Light-Horse
upon Long-Island, and tbat it was said tbat Captain Woolley
had inlisted one hundred men in the service of the enemy;
that he bad not taken tbe oath of allegiance; that he was
never asked to take it; that he understood several persons in
the Island had not taken the oath of allegiance; that the Con-
tinental money does not pass amongst them, but only gold,
silver, New- York bi\Js of the old emission, and tbe money
struck by the Corporation for erecting water-works; that he
had come immediately to Mr. Carman's, who had carried
him to two members of the Committee of Rumbout Precinct,
who had examined him.

Captain Platt says, that Baltus Van Kleeck, with whom
the examinant lives, is an equivocal character; that all the
connections are equivocal; that at an election for a Commit-
tee in Dutchess County, where the question was, whether
there should be a Committee or not, the examinant was of
that party which voted against the Committee.

John Sligell, latf1 of the city of New- York, Tanner and
Currier, saith, that his father's family and his own moved
from the Bowery Lane, near New- York, shortly before the
enemy landed in the city, to New-Rochelle; that after tbe
enemy came to New-Rochelle they were turned out of doors
by a Hessian officer, and again went to lfew- York; that
after the enemy left New-Rochelle the examinant went
there to see for his family; that he found them gone; that
he waited a day and a half for an opportunity of sending to
New- York for his clothes; that his wife came there by water
with design of inquiring for him; that they ~onc]uded she
should return and endeavour to send out hIs clothes, and
come out as soon as possible; that she accordingly went on
board Peter Schenck's boat, at New-Rochelle; tbat Schenck
persuaded him to go along, promising to see him safe back;
that he went with them, landed near the ship-yards at New-
York, and went to his father's house, staid there a night, got
his clothes, and sailed with the said Schenck the next day,
and landed at the City Island, from whence he came by land
to this place, and is going to Pennsylvania to see his uncles
and aunts; that it was agreed between him and his wife, that
she, with her child, should leave New- York the first oppor-
tunity and come to New-Rochelle; that she should send
word to her cousin, John Harbeck, who li\"es with a currier
here, and that on his return from Pennsylvania he should go
down to New-Rochelle and fetch her, and that Ilarbeck
should fetch her in case examinant should not return at the
time expected; that women are permitted to go out and
into New- York without interruption; that he served as a
Corporal in Captain Leonard's Company, in Locker's Re-
giment, in General Scott's Brigade.

J SOHN LIGELL.

Resolved, That John Sligell be put on his parole not to
cross the river without the permission of this Committee, and
to appear bef?re this Committee every Saturday evening, at
five o'clock, tIll further orders.

A Letter from Colonel Luddington, dated December 17th,
1776, was read, in which he informs, that a certain Akins
is come from the enemy's Army, and has brought a number
of protections to the neighbours. Likewise a Letter from
Alexander Kidd, JJlathew Paterson, Roswell Wilcox, John
Young, giving the same information.

The Letters being read, the Committee came to the fol-
lowing Resolutions:

Resolved, That Colonel Luddington and Mr, ~Mathew
Paterson be requested and authorized to cause David At-
kins, and all other persons whom they have [rood reason to
SlIppose have received protections from theOenemy, forth-
with to be apprehended, disarmed, and brought before this
Committee, and that they diligently search their houses and
persons for papers, and that they transmit to this Committee
all such as are of a suspicious purport; and further, that a
Lieutenant and twenty-five men be sent to the above gen-
tlemen, in order to assist them in carrying this Resolution
into execution.

Resolved, That Colonel Brinckerhoff be requested to de-
tach li'om his regiment of Militia twenty-four men, of known
attachment to the cause of America, commanded by an
active and intelligent Lieutenant, and that the said officer
parade his men at two o'clock to-morrow afternoon, at the
house of Co]onel Abraham Brinckerhoff, there to receive
further orders from this Committee. _

Ordered, That a copy of this Resolution be immediately
sent to Colonel Brinckerlwff.

Ordered, That the Chairman lay before the Convention.
the above Letters.

Jeremiah Scribner delivered the Committee a Letter from
the Committee of Fredericksbllr{(, transmitting a charge
against a certain Jeremiah Bayley, whom they had sent
under guard,

Ordered, That Jeremiah Scribner deliver tbe above-men-
tioned Jereml:ah Bailey to the Officer of the Guard, who is
directed to keep him in safe custody till further orders.

Connor's Tavern, Fish-Kill, December 18th, 1776.

Present: MI'. Duer, Chairman, General ]}[orris, Colonel
De Witt, Mr. Zeph. Platt, Captain Sacket.

Mr. Joseph Hoff, of the Nine Partners, appeared before
the Committee, and informed that Thomas Tobias, Richard
Peters, John Howard, Dr. Christian Tobias, and 1Villert
Duck, all of the Nine Partners, and very active Torie3,
had for some time absconded; that John Howard, Richard
Peters, and Thomas Tobias, had retur[1ed, and that since
their return a number of young men who lived in their neigh-
bourhood were missing, and, as they suppose, went off with
some of the above persons.

Captain Caleb Haight attending, gave the same informa-
tion, and says, further, that they are eight men belonging to
his Company, who had absconded, Their names are Will-
bert Duck, Silas Duck, 3d, (son of Silas Duck,) Samuel
Horcey, John Smith, Thomas Tobias, Israel Hallock, Amos
Hallock, Isaac Hoff, in Charlotte Precinct; tbat some of
these persons are men of estate, and have considerable for-
age; tbat tbere is near twenty men out of Captain Smith's
company who have absconded; that Thomas Tobias was
home on Monday last.

Resolved, Tbat Captain Haight, Mr. Isaac Hoff, and
Captain Samuel Smith, be requested to furnish with a list
of such persons who bave absconded from the Nine Part-
ners, distinguisbing such as have property.

The Chairman being appointed on another Committee,
which required bis indispensable attendance, Mr. GansevQOrt
was unanimously chosen Chairman.

Mr. Duer informed the Committee that he had deJivered
Abraham Cuyler, Esq., Mayor of Albany, to Lieutenant
Schoonmaker, of Captain Belknap's company, and that he
had suffered him to escape; that he had put Lieutenant
Schoonmaker under an arrest, till the pleasureof this Com-
mittee should be known.

Resolved, That the Committee approve of Mr. Duer's
conduct, [and that the Chairman report the conduct of Lieu-
tenant Schoonmaker to the Convention of this State.]

A Petition of Thomas Menzies, Esq., dated December
17, 1776, to the Convention of the State of New- York, and
by them referred to this Committee, being read and consid-
ered, the Committee came to the following Resolution:

Resolved, That Thomas lUenzies, Esq., be permitted to
return to his place of residence, and that he gi\'e his parole
of honour to remain within six miles thereof till the rurtl](~r
order of this Committee 01' the Legislative authority of this
State.

Ordered, That Colonel De TVitt prepare a draught of a
parole to be signed by Mr. Menzies.

P. M.-Present: Mr. Gansevoort, Chairman, Mr. Platt,
1\11', Sackett.

- Resolved, That Mr. Gilbert Southerd be requested to
furnish the Guard in this place with Firewood, and that this
Committee will pay him therefor.

December 20,1776.

Present: Mr. Gansevoort, Chairman, General JJlorris,
Mr. Duer, Mr. Platt, Mr. Sackett.
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Mr. Duer informed the Committee that he was lately In
Orange County; that while he was there, Mr. Tustun, the
Chairman, took him aside, and told him that Dr. Gale was
one of the most subtle and dangerous Tories that was in
Orange County; that he was a relation of his, and that,
therefore he would not wish to have it known that this in-
formation came from him.

Whereas it appears to this Committee that Lieutenant
Schoonmaker was induced to be less careful of Abraham C.
Cuyler, Esq, late Mayor of Albany, than he would other-
wise have been, by the indulgences heretofore given him by
this Committee, and the assurances given him by Mr. Henry
Glen, Assistant Quartermaster-General, of the honour of the
said Abraham C. Cuyler, I<:sq.,and an expectation that Mr.
Glen would keep a watchful eye over him; and it appparing
also to the Committee that Lieutenant Schoonmaker is a very
young man, well-affected to the American cause, and not
much acquainted with military diseipline, and promising to be
more vigilant in the execUtion of his duty for the futUre:

Ordered, That he be reprimanded by the Chairman, dis-
charged, and return to his duty.

Mr. Menzies appeared before the Committee, and having
subscribed his Parole, was dismissed.

John Haines appeared before the Committee, and being
examined, says that, &c. (Pro ut.)

P. lVl.-Present: Mr. Gansevoort, Chairman, 1\11'.Duer,
Mr. Jay, Mr. Sackett, Mr. Platt.

CoJonel Henry B. Livingston informed the Committee
that he had apprehended, at the request of John Sloss Ho-
bart, one of tl,e Members of the Convention of the State of
New- York, and brought under guard to tbis place, Mr.
lHalcolm .i110rison and David Aitkins, two persons wbo had
received protections from General llowe.

Ordtred, That Malcolm ft;lorison appear before this Com-
mittee.

Resolved, That Melancton Smyth be, and he is hereby,
appointed to take the command of the Companies of Ran-
gers, and sucb other troops as may from time to time be put
under his command by this Committee, stationed at this
place, with the rank and pay of Major, until further pro-
vision he made for him by the Convention of the State of
New- York or this Committee.

Ordercd, That the Chairman write to Major Smith, and
request him forthwith to repair to this place, and transmit
him copy of tbe above Resolution.

Lieutenant Jacob Lawrence appeared before the Com-
mittee, and pl'Oduced an Order from Captain Roos to bring
on Joseph Pinnie to the Convention of this State.

Ordaed, That Captain 1U!Jrick take the said Pinnie into
custody.

ft;Ialcolm l'J1lorison appearing, and being examined, saith,
that last Tuesday week, one David Akins, one of his neigh-
bours, gave him a paper, which he put in his pocket, and
the next day or that evening read; and that it was a pro-
tection from General Howe; that he never informed the
Committee of his district tbereof, being diverted therefrom
by private business. That he never asked the said Aikins
where he got it, or what induced him to give this paper to

. the said examinant; and that on the said paper's being de-
manded of him by Sloss Hobart, Esq., a Member of the
Convention of this State, the night befi>re last, he ga ve it to
him, and that the paper now shown to him is the same;
that the evening or the next day after he had received the
said papei', he communicated the same to one Alex. Ridd,
who had formerly been of the District Committee; also to
one John Young, a Saddler there, but to no other persons
whatever. MALCOL)!MORRISON.

Ordered, That the said ft;Ialcolm ft;Iorrison be commit-
ted to the custody of the Guard, and by them confined in
irons.

David Aikins, of Fre,zericksborough Precinct, Black-
smith, being sworn on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God,
deposeth and saith, that on or about the 29th day of No-
vember last he set out from home, with a pass from Colonel
Luddington, to go to Horse-Neck, to buy rum. That on
his arrival there h6 was rlisappointed in getting the rum,
and from thence he set out for West-Chester C,ounty, in

quest of Barnes Hatfield, for whom he was bound in a con-
siderable sum of money; that he went to the White-Plains,
and not finding him there, he went to Isaac Williams's, near
Brunx river, who had married his cousin; that he lodged
there, and was taken out of bed there by a party of Rogers's
Rangers; that they carried him to a fort near one Volen-
tine's, and the next day they sent him to a Major, whose
name he has forgot, in the neighbourhood of Kingsbn:dge ;
that the Major asked him bow he would clear himself from
the Rebel pass that was found on him; that he said he had
come down on a particular errand from Captain Alexander
Grant's wife to him, and that if the Major would send him
to Captain Grant or Captain Alexander Campbell, who
were his old neighbours, he could prove his character. That
thereupon the Major sent him under guarrl to Captain
Campbell's quarters, at a white house of MI'. Fredtrick Van
Cortlandt; that on his arrival there he told Ca ptain Camp-
bell that he was a prisoner, and that it was in his power to
discharge him; that Captain Campbell sairl he would dis-
charge him if he would carry some p;-;pers and errands to
certain persons in his neighbourhood, and be secret about it,
saying further, that be had a day or two before sent some
papers, as this deponent understood, to Malcolm .~Iorrison,
by one Widow Henderson, wbo be believes used to live at
Horse-Neck, and he has heard is a relation to the Hender-
sons at Robinson's Lower Stores. That he promised to he
the bearer of the said errands and papers; and that Captain
Campbell thereu pan gave him two printed papers, which
he did not read, and protections, from General llo uoe, for
~Malcolm Morrison, John Kain, Alexander Shedd, Mathew
Paterson, Charles Collins, and one for himself; that the
said Captain Campbell entered into free con\'ersation with
him, in the course of which he understood from the said
Captain Campbell that Malcolm Morrison had engaged to
raise a company of men for the enemy's service, and that
he, the said Campbell, wished he would be speedy about it.
That the said Captain Campbell further told him, that when
he left Fredericksburgh, he delivered his writings to Alexan-
der Kidd; and this deponent further saith, that Captain Camp-
bell ga VI' him a pass to return home, and said he would be
at deponent's house in about six weeks' time; and that as he
was going away, he met Allen Cameron, who had formerly
resided in Fredericksburgh, and with whom he had been
acquainted; that he entered into conversation with the said
Cameron, and that Cameron, among other things, told him
that he had given a bill of sale of his estate to J}1alcolm
ft;Iorison to save his property. And this deponent further
saith, that Barney Kain, a brother of John Kain, is a Lieu-
tenant to the said Campbell, and that this deponent also
understoorl from the said Captain Campbell that Malcolm
JJlorrison, after he had raised his compan'y, was to be under
Governour Brown. That this deponent made the best of
his way home. That on his arrival there he delivered the
protection aforesairl directed to JJfalcolm ft;Iorrison to him;
tbat the said Morrison read the same and appeared much
pleased, and gave this deponent two nollal's fOl'his trouble
and care in delivering the same. That the Sunday after
this deponent came home, he saw John Kain, and told him
he had a protection for him, and asked him if he would
recei ve it; tbat the said John Rain appeared shy about it,
and in the even ing of tbe same day caller! at this deponent's
house for it, anrl the deponent accordingly gave it to him;
that the said Rain asked this deponent where he got the
said protection, and this deponent told him he had got it
from Captain Campbell. This deponent further saith, that
he never delivered the otbel' protections to the persons for
whom they was intended as aforesaid, nor bas he spoken
to either of them about it, except to ltlathew Patel'son, who
refused to accept it. Tbat one Hetty Sireet, a sister of

, and who lives with the wife of Leonard Wil-

mot, who has lately gone to the enemy from Fredericksbllrgh,
told him tbat ft;Ialcolm Morison had sent a little girl to
their house to show them tbe protection he harl received.
And tbis df~ponent further saith, that some time after, the
said John Kain came to his house and told him that Mal-
colm Morison had dindged the aff.1ir of the protection, and
tbat the said John Rain would fall out with tbis deponent
and vilify him, but that he must not mind tbot. This depo-
nent olso saith, tbat be ga ve the said John Kain one of the
printed papers above-mentioned, anrl asked him what he
should do with the otber, and that the said Julm Kain
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advised him to burn them both, which be accordingly did.
A nd further this deponent saith not.

DAVID AKIN, Jr.

Sworn in the presence of the Commi!tee by me,
LEONAIW GANSEVOORT, Chairman.

Ordered, That the said David Akins be discharged on
his taking an oath of allegiance to this State.

Ordered! That Co]onel Luddinton be requested to
apprehend and bring before this Committee John Kain, of
Pawling's Precinct, who stands charged with havinO" re-
cei\'ed a protection from General Howe.

0

Ordered, That Charles Collins be immediate]v commit-
ted to the Guard-House.

.
December 21, 1776.

Present: Leonard Gansevoort, Chairman, Zephanialt
Platt, John Jay, William Duer, Esqrs.

Ordered, That Cushman, the Blacksmith near
Colonel Brinkerhoff's, ]ea ving a1l other business, do forth-
with make,and send to this Committee, six pairs of 1\1an-
acles and Handcuffs.

Ordered, That George Drawyer, leaving all otber busi-
ness, do forthwith make, and send to this Commi!tee, six
pair of Manacles and HandcutE.

Resolved, That Captain Clark be forthwith requested to
attend this Committee.

A Leiter from John Schenck, Esq., Chairman of the
Committee of Poughkeepsie District, was read. (Pro ut.)

Resolved, That the Committeeof PoughkeepsieDistrict
he requested to send Joseph Odel and JJlichaelSmith to
this Committee, under a guard of two men, at their own
expense, for the purpose of Taking tbe oath of allegiance to
the State of New- York, and being discharged, unless cause
should appear for tbeir further detention.

Ordered, That copy of the auove Reso]ution be sent to
tbe Committee of Poughkeepsie District.

Ordered, That William Duel', Esq., pay John IIains six.
Dollars, for secret services performed for this Committee.

Ordered, That William Duel', Esq., pay Caleb Trip two
Dollars, for riding express to Major JtIelancton Smith.

Whereas this Committee have been credibly il)formed,
and have good reason to believe, that David Van Schaack
and Peter Van Schaack, Esqrs., :Messrs. John Stevenson,
Cornelius Glen, of the City and County of Albany, have
lang maintained an equivocal neutrality in the present strug-
gles, and are, in general, supposed unfriendly to tbe Ameri-
can cause, and, from their influence, are enabled to do it
essential injury:

Resolved, That the CQmmittee of the City and County of
Albany be requested to summon the said persons to appear
before them, to ask them whether they respectively consider
themselves as subjects of the State of .New-York or of the
King of Great Britain. If they answer that they consider
themselves subjects of the State of flew-York, then to ten-
der to rhem the oath of allegiance, and on their taking and
subscribing the same, to discharge them; but if they should
answer that they considet' themselves as subjects of the King
of Great Britain, or refuse to take tbe oath aforesaid, then
to remove them, under tbe care of some discreet officer, to
the town of Boston, at their own expense, and there to
remain, on their parole of honour, til1 the further orders of
this Committee, or the Convention, or future Legislatnre of
this State; and that copy of their parole be sent~to the Se-
lectmen of the said town of Boston.

Resolved, That a copy of the Oath of Ailegiance and
the Parole aforesaid be sent to the Committee of tbe City
and County of Albany.

Ordered, That tbe Chairman write to the said Commit-
tee, ilnd enc]ose the above.

Ordered, That Dirck Gardinier and Matthew Goes,
J un., be discharged on taking and subscribing the oath of
al1egiance to this State.

December 22d, In6.

Present: Leonard Gansevoort, Esq.. Chairman Zeph-
aniah Platt, .William Duel', John Ten Broeck. '

Captain Hill appeared before the Committee, and in-
formed them that he had brought, under gL~arJ, to t'jis place,

John Kain, who was delivered to him by Colonel Henry
Ludinton; tbat he bad also a person under guard of the
name of JesseFlolmes,wbom he had apprehendedon the
road for not having a pass.

Ordered, That John Kain appear before the Committee.

John Kain appearing, and being examined, saith, that
this day a fortnight ago, he saw David Akin.y, who told him
that he had something to communicate to him, and desired
him to call at his house; which he did towards eveninO"of
the same day. Whcn he arrived at the house, Al~ins
delivered him a protection from General Howe; that he in-
quired of the said Akins where he had got the said protec-
tion; that he answered, it was no matter; that when he
returned borne he showed the protection to his wife and
daughter, who were much dissatisfied at his having a protec-
tion, and that his wjfehad burnt it. He farther says that
this protection was never so]icited by him, and supposes it
was sent him by a brotber, who he tbinks is with the enemy;
and decJares he is friendly to the measures America is pur-
suing; that he has never shown the protection to anyone
Plse, and confesses that he has been remiss in not showinO"
it to some member of the Committee of Dutchess County;
and further says that he and Akins have been upon very
bad terms for a long time. JOHN KANE.

Ordered, That Colonel Ludinton appear before the
Committee.

Colonel Henry LudintQn appearing before the Commit-
tee, and being sworn on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty
God, ?eposeth and .saith, that on Saturday morning, about
two 0 clock, he receIved tbe orders from this Committee for
the apprehension of John Kane; that he called upon Cap-
tain Hill and three others, who he took with him, and re-
paired to the house of the said John Kain. When he arrived
there, he found John Kain in bis shop, and immediately
informed him that he was under a necessity of making him
a prisoner. That Kaill said he was surprised that he was
ordered to be taken, and requested to see the orders which
the deponent had for it. The deponent further says, that
upon Kain's reading the orders, he declared that as God
was his judge he had no such protection, and knew nothinO"

about any such thing. The deponent further says, that
Kain run out very much against David Akins; that upon
this deponent telling Akins to-day that Kain bad vilified his
character so much, Akins repJied that he was not surpl,jsed
at it, for that it was agreed upon between him and Kain.
The deponent further says that Kain and Akins bad some
conversation together to-day at his house; and furtber, that
he met the said David Akins and John /(ain on the road
together, near the Long Bridge, some time the week before
last, and that they appeared very busy in conversation; that
Kain was leading his horse, and Akins was afoot; that as
soon as he (the deponent) came up, they broke o.ff. And
the deponent fiH'lher says, tbat among the firm Whigs, tbe
character of Kain has beeosuspicious, and tbat he is in gen-
eral reputed an artful, subtle man.

HENRY LUDINTON.

Sworn in the presence of the Committee by me,
LEONARD GANSEVOORT, Chairman.

Ordered, That Mr. JtIathew PattersQn appear before this
Committee.

Mathew Pattersonappearing beforethis Committee, and
being examined under oath, saith, that on last Tuesday
se'nnight, "Afalcolm _Morison, Roswell Wilcox, and David
Akins, were at his house; that lJ11orrisonshowed him a pro-
tection which he had received flOm the enemy, and asked
the examinant what he thought of it; that the examinant
answered, that he did not know what to think of it; that,
many people passing and repassing in the house, nothing
more in particular passed; that in the evening David Akins
called this examinant out of his house, telling him he had
something to communicate to him if he would call at Akins's
house; tbat the examinant asked what it was, and told if
it was any tbing to his benefit he would be glad of it, upon
wbich Akins said it was a protection from Great Britain;
that the examinant answered that he was once known in Great
Britain, but that he chose to be govel'l1ed by those who
were his representatives; that the protection was never ap-
plied for by him, and that it was a mattp!, which he could
not see through; that Akins repliedI if they had not been
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app1ied for they would not have been got. The exam-
inant further says, that told Akins that did not choose to
ha ve any thing to do with such things; and further said,
that there was a man in the room (meaning Colonel Ludin-
ton) who, if he knew what Akins said, would immediately
send him to Congress, but did not think it expedient to men-
tion it to Colonel Ludinton then. A nd this examinant fur-
ther says, that he was told by Malcolm Morrison that John
Kane and several others harJ recei\'(:d protections; and like-
wise that he, on or about "Monday or Tuesday last, sa John
Kane, and that the said John Kane asked bim what bluster
there was about protections; that the examinant told him
he supposed he knew as much about the matter as he did;
tbat on this the said John Kane called God to witness tbat
he never had seen any such protection, and that he knew
nothing about it; that on this he, the examinant, observed
that he was very glad of it. And further this deponent
saith not.

MATHEW P;TERSON.

Sworn in the presence of the Committee by me,
LEONARDGANSEVOORT,Chairman.

Ordered, That John Kain be committed to the Guard,
and be put in irons.

Ordered, Tbat Jesse Holmes be committed to the Guard-
House, in tbe room with the Guard.

Ordered, Tbat Josiah Bartley be committed to the cus-
tody of the Guard.

Captain Bntler appeared before the Committee, and in-
formed them that he had brought under guard Daniel Reeves
to this place. c

Ordered, That the said Daniel Reeves be committed to
the custody of the Guard, and confined in irons.

Ordered, That Nathaniel Sackett, Esq., pay
Cushman thirty-six shillings, for six pair of Manacles or
Handcuff~, made for this Committee.

Ordered, That Nathaniel Sackett, Esq, pay George
Drawyer thirty-six shillings, for the like services.

Captain Silas Purdy informed the Committee that he
had retaken one David Penbrooke, who had lately escaped
from the Guard-House in this place.

Ordered, That he be committed to the custody of the
Guard, and be confined in irons..

Captain Platt informed the Committee that he has re-
ceived intelJigence that a certain Jacob Striker, who is lately
come from the enemy, Peter Harris, who lately escaped
from the Guard-House, James GOldin, who had returned
from transportation, were lurking in Beekman's Precinct.

Resolved, That MI'. Martin Cromwell be requested forth-
with to apprehend the said persons; and that for that pur-
pose he calJ upon such of the Militia as he thinks necessary.

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be forthwith
transmitted to Mr. Martin Cromwell.

December 23, 1776.

Present: Leonard Gansevoort, Esq., Chairman, John
Jay, Zephaniah Platt, Nathaniel Sacket, Esqs.

1YlathewPaterson, John Youngs, and R~swell Wilcox,
appeared before the Committee, and requested the enlarge-
ment of lUalcolm Morrison, unless the cbarges against bim
were such as rendered it inconsistent with the safety of the
State.

Ordered, That the said gentlem~n be informed of the
several charges and evidence against the said lJIlorrison.

Resolved, That the en1argement of the said lHalcolm
1Ylorrison would be highly inexpedient und improper, and
wou1d greatly impeach the impartiality of this Committee.

Roswell Wilcox, of Ftedericksburgh, in Dutchess County,
being sworn on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, de-
posetb and saith, that on last Tuesday week he was at the
house of 1\11'. 1Ylathew Paterson, in compuny witb JJlalcobn
It-Iortison, Juhn Youngs, and divers others; tbat this depo-
nent sut next to the said lUalcolmMorrison, by the fireside;
that the said Jlorrison asked him, in a whisper, whether, if
the regular Army was to come into those parts, he shouldn't
want a protection; to \vhich the deponent answered, indeed
he should; on which the said Morrison replied, that he could
get one for him; that this reply gave the deponent a good deal
of thought; that afterwards, when this deponent was going
out of the house in order to go home, the said IJlorrison fol-

lowed him, saying he wanted to speak to him, 2nd that they
went togetber into clJ;lat. Paterson's back room; that the
said Motrison then puJled a printed puper out of his pockl,t
and read it to the deponent j that the said printed paper was
styled a protection, and purported to be an order from the
Connnander-in-Chit{ of the enemy's Army to aJl his officers,
soldiers, aud others, not to molest or injme tll'~ said lHorri-
son in his person or property, and that the said paper bore
drlte at White-Plains in the month of November; that this
deponent was much shocked at hearing the said paper read,
and asked the said Morrison where he bad got it; upon
wbich he answered, tbat he bad got, and could get one for
this deponent; that this deponent remonstrated to him on
the d,.nger of lwving- such protection, observing that they
would compel those having them to fight fix the enemy,
which he would rather die than do; upon which the said
lJIlorr£son said, so would I, adding that the meaning of the

s"id protection was only to sa\'e his property from plunder;
that this deponent then looked upon the said JJlorrison to
be in liquor, and told him he would speak to him about it
the next day; that he accordingly saw the said Morrison
the next day, and told him that the protection he had shown
was a bad thing, and of bad consequence, and had given him,
the deponent, much uneasiness, and said it would be better
for him to reveal it to this Committee; and that the said
JJlorrison said, What l have I shown it to you? and pro-
ceeded to say he wished he had never seen it, and that he
had understood that Aikens and Patterson had had some
difference about the plagued thing; that he did not know
what he should do; that this deponent expected to have
had some further conversation with him upon the subject,
but said Morrison's going from home and continuing out So ~

long that he and some of his neighbours communicated it
to this Committee. And this deponent further saith, that
David Aikens, of Fteder£cksburgh, is generaJIy reputed to
be ,'ery disaffected to the American cause, and that he has
told this deponent that he had signed the Assol~iation be-
cause there were so many people travelling that he did not
conceive himself safe; and that his moral character is very
suspicious and questionable. And further this deronent
saith not.

ROSWELL 'V ILCOX.

Sworn in the presence of the Committe-eby me,
LEONARD GANSEVOORT, Chairman.

Leonard Gansevoort, Chairman.
Ordered, That Nathaniel" Sacket, Esq., be appointed

Treasurer to this Committee and Auditor of all the Ac-
counts offered to this Committee for payment.

Mr. Dner informed the Committee that Coronel Henry
Ludinton had told him that he had discovered that Jesse
Jlolmes, who was committed to the Guard-House for trav-

elling without a pass, and not being able to give a good
account of himself, is a brother-in-law to John Miller, who
has inlisted a company in tbe service of tbe enemy, and that
the said Jesse Holmes is a dangerous person.

:Mr. William McNe£l and Mr. David Lyons appeared
before the Committee, and informed them that they had ap-
prehended, disarmed, and securerJ, a certain soldier, who
was offering a Horse for sale, which, from his account, they
had reason to think was stolen-being duly sworn on the
Holy Evangelists of Almighty God depose and say: (Pro ut.)

Ordered, That the Prisoner attend the Comlllittee.
The Prisoner appearing, the abo\'e AfIida vit was read to

him; and being examined, he saith, that his name is Zebe-
dinh Heath; tbat he is a private solrJier in Captain Thomas
Cogslzall's company, in Colonel Baldwin's regiment, from

the }}Iassachusetts-Bay. That he uelongs to the town of
Sandown, in New-Ilampsltire. That the Horse taken from
him and mention cd in the Affidavit of }JessI'S. lHcNeil and
Lyons, he took as a Continental Horse below the lines, from
a man he did not know.

Divers other questions being asked him, and he beha ving
in an inso!t>nt manner, and appearing to be in liquor,

Ordered, That he be cOlTIlllitted to the Guard-Honse,
and that his further examination be postponed Iii I to-morrow.

The Committee proceeded to take into consideration the
Examination or John Hains, and thereupon came to the fol-
lowing Resolutions, viz:

Resolved, That Enoch Crosby, assuming the name of
, do forthwith rp\1a;r to 1'1fount Ephraim, and use
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his utmost art to discover the designs, places of resort, and
route of certain disaffected persons in that quarter, who
bave formed a design of joining the enemy; and that for that
purpose the said Enoch be made acquainted with all the in-
formation received by this Committee concerning this plot;
and that he be furnished with such papers as will enable him
to pass there without interruption, and with such others as
will enable him to pass as an emissary of the enemy amongst
persons disaffected to the American cause.

Resolved, That Enoch Cro.sby be furnished with a Horse,
and the sum of thirty Dollars, in order to enable him to ex-

.

ecute the above ResolUtion.
Resolved, That Mr. Nathaniel Sackett be requested to

give such instructions to Enoch Crosbyas he shall think best
calculated to defeat the designs of the persons above men-
tioned.

Resolved,. That the Treasurer pay Enoch Crosby thirty
Dollars fOt,secret services.

Ordered, That the Treasurer pay Huglt Connor three
Pounds ten Shillings, for a Saddle and Bridle, for the use of
this Committee.

Resolved, That a Letter be written to Thaddeus Burr,
Esq., of Fairfield, in the State of Connecticut, enclosing
copy of the Examination of John Hains, concealing his
name, and requesting him to concert and execule such plan
for apprehending and securing the persons therein men-
tioned.

Resolved, That Nathaniel Sacket, Esq., be requested to
furnish Enoch Crosby with such clothing as he may stand
in need of.

December 24, 1776.

Present: Leonard Gansevoort, Chairman, William Duer,
Nathaniel Sacket, John Ten Broeck, Esqs.

Ordered, That the Chairman write a Letter to John D.
Crimshire, and request him to repair to Fish-Kill, for the pur-
pose of bringing up the Minutes of this Committee, and
pledge the faith of this Committee to him for the payment
of his services.

Alanson Lewis appeared before the Committee, and in-
formed them that he had brought under guard to this place,
Joseph Odel and Michael Smith, who were ordered to be
brou~ht before this, and one Jermiah Shafer, who was sent
to tlus Committee by the Committee of Poughkeepsie Dis-
trict.

A Letter from John Scltenck, of this date, was read.
A Letter /i'om Luke Babcock, of the 17th instant, was

read.
Ordered, That Joseplt Ferington, Judas Kronck, and

Jacob.Jewel, be discharged on taking the Oath of Alle-
giance.

Mr. Sackett informed the Committee that Enoch Crosby
was gone off on the business proposed last night. That he
was to assume the name of Levi Foster, and that he prom-
ised to be at lYlount Epltraim by Thursday noon.

A LetteL' from Lawrence Ponda, CIJalrman of the Dis-
trict Committee of Claverack, sundry Depositions against
Jacob Ander.son, Frederick Clopper, George Clopper, and
Jacob Hagedorn, as also an Accouot, were read.

Ordered, That the Account be referred to Mr. Sackett.

A Letter from Thomas Palmer, Esq., was read, enclosing
two Depositions against Elijah Townshend.

Ordered, That the Chairman give 'William Hogan, Isaac
Man, Jun., and John .1~IcKenny,passes to go to Albany.

Michael Smith, Joseph Odd, Teum:s Kronkheyt, Joseph
Farrington, aod Jacob Jewd, appeared before the Com-
mittee, and having taken the Oath of Allegiance, were dis-
charged.

Ordered, That the Chai:'man grant them Passes to return
home.

Major Hezekiah Howel appeared before the Committee
and produced an Order from Daniel Coleman, Chairman of
the Committee of Orange COUllty,directed to Smitlt Clark,
Sergeant, to convey under guard Richard Bull and James
Corshader to this place.

Ordered, That l\Iajor Howel cause them to be delivered
to the Officer of the Guard; and that James Corshader be
confined in irons.

The Chairman presented a draft of a Letter to Thad-
deus Burr, Esq., agreeableto tbe order of tbe Committee,
which was read and agreed to.

December 26, 1776.

Present: Leonard Gansevoort, Esq., Chairman, Nathan-
iel Sacket, William Duer, Esquires.

Mr. Sacket laid before the Committee an accouot of
Moneys he had disbursed for the said Committee.

Oraered, That he repay himself out of the Moneys he
has in hands of the saidCommittee. The Account amounts
to £7 8s. 5d.

Edward Drake, who was brought to this place by Lieu-
tenant Oakley, appeared before the Committee, and declar-
ing himself to be li'iendlyto the American cause, and nothing
being against him before this Committee,

Ordered, That he be discharged, and that he appei)r
before the Chairman or Deputy Chairman of the Commit-
tee, on or before the 10th. day of January next, of Wes'-
Chester County, in order to enroll himself in the Militia of
that County, and take the oath of allegiance to this State,
as prescribed by the Resolution of the Committee of Safety
of this State, of the 25th instant.

Ordered, That the Treasurer pay the following persons
the sum affixed to their names:

Theodore Brett, - - - £6 10 0
James Cooper, 4 17 0
Captain Israel Smith, 4 18 6
To do., - - - - - 2 150
John McBride, 1 8 0
James Wall, one of the prisoners, having inlisted himself

with Lieutenant Andrew 1'. Lawrence, and having taken
the oath of fidelity, was discharged.

Connor's Tavern, at Fish-Kills, 26 December, 1776.

In the afternoon the Committee met: Present, Mr. Gan-
sevoort, Chairman, Mr. Duer, Mr. John Jay, Mr. Sacket,
Mr. Ten Broeck.

Ordered, That Major Purdy be brought before this Com-
mittee and enlarged on his parole not to depart tbis town
without leave, to appear daily before the Committee, and to
confine himself within miles of the Stone Church,
in said town.

Captain Belknap informs the Committee that in the night
of the 19th December instant, the following persons had ef-
fected their escape from the Guard-House, viz: John Fer-
guson, Teunis Ferguson, John Gibson, George Ramsay,
John Vermilyea, Willard Night, Henry Hoff, Willill1ll
Been, Francis Prine, Benjamin Vermilyea, Peter Harris,
John Beyea, Jona. Underhill, Steplten Williams, Jas. Tom-
kins, Samuel Dean.

.

Mr. Duer informs the Committee that Wm. Miller, Dep-
uty Chairman of the Committee of TVest- Chester County,
informed him that the several Prisoners sent by General
Spencer to this Committee were apprehended in this manner:
That General Lee, on the complaint of divers inhabitants
of that County, had applied to the County Committee for
the names of such persons as they deemed dangerous and
proper to secure; that the Committee accordingly gave him
such list. That on G~neral Lee's marching, he left the list
with General Spencer, who in pursuance of it, apprehended
the persons named in it, and sent them to the Committee.

Mr. Gansevoort informs the Committee that he has lately
been and still continues much indisposed, and therefore begs
leave to decline the Chait'.

Resolved, That MI'. Jay be Chairman to this Commiltee.

Fish-KiJls, Connor's Tavern, December 30, 1776.

The Committee met: Present, John Jay, Chairman,
Natlt. Sacket, Zephaniah Platt, Joltn Ten Broeck, Wil-
liam Duel'.

Mr. Gansevoort informed the Committee that Captain
Belknap reported to him that Christopher Patrie, one of
the prisoners in the Guard-House, was dead, and that he
had given directions fOt'his decent burial.

Resolved, That the Commiltee do approve thereof.

Mr. Jay communicated to the Committee a Letter from
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that he denied having ever been summoned to appear be-
fore the Committee; that this deponent insisted he had, and
that he had made his escape; that he persisted in denying
it, saying it was his brother; that deponent asked if he
had a pass; he said he had, and showed it to deponent;
that the said pass was for James Conway, and signed by
William Wilkins; that deponent observed to him that the
pass was for James Conway, and not for him; that he re-
plied it was a mistake in the Chairman; that James Price,
one of tbe Militia lately marcbed out, who was returning on
furlough, accidentally came in; that tbe deponent having
heard that be was acquainted with James Carscaden, called
him into the room, and sent Carscaden out; that he told
this deponent he was well acquainted with him-that they
had lived lindeI' tbe same roof; that Carscaden had not
gone with the :Militia under Captain Watkins, but that he
had been from home a considerable time; that he was of
equivocal character, and had been confined in Goshen Gaol,
from whence he was brought before the County Committee,
at Nathaniel Owen's, where he escaped from the Guard,
and had been from home ever since, till his apprehension;
that this deponent tben sent Price Olltof the room, and called
in Carscaden again; that he then confessed all that Price
had told this deponent; that deponent examined him fur-
ther about tbe manner in which he had got the pass afore-
saidj tbat he said it had been given him by a boy in the
English Neighbourhood, on which deponent observed that
he then Jl1usthave been with the enemy, as they were pos-
sessed of that place; that be said he was mistaken; that he
got it at Ramapogh; tbat this deponent has been informed
by Colonel Allison that a Guard, sent by General George
Clinton to Clooster Dock, spied a canoe cominO' to that
place, and took it, and that one other Carscaden, he thinks
George, and one Waugh, were on board; that the man who
had brought them over said he intended to have returned to
fetch over Richard Bull and James Carscaden; and further
this deponent saith not. ,

Mr. Francis Wilsie,of Beeckman'sPrecInct, informsthe
"

ARCH D LITTLE.

Committee that Philip Vincents and Henry Cornell told him Sworn m Committee, ,by JOHNJAY.

that Philip Vincent's mother was up tbis mornincr between An Order of ConventIOn was read, putting Captain V.
one and two o'clock, and saw a company of ab~ut fifteen Gaasb~ck's company of Rangers under the direction of this
men travelling towards the mountains, and that some of the Committee.
neighbours in sleighs had pursued them. David Clarke, a Corporal in Captain Belknap's Com-

:Mr,Sacket informs the Committee that he had permitted pany, bein~ swo~n,saith, that.h~ was yesterday at tb: Lower
John Simkins to go at large, he being very sick, and his ~arracks, In.whIch John !Cam ISconfined; that Kam asked
father engacrincr to return him to the Committee on his re- him what prIsoners were m the Upper Barracks j the depo-

covery.
0 ~ nent said they had one Striker there; that Kain asked if

Mr. Gansevoort informs the Committee that Colonel Liv- they ha~ no others; th~t deponent said t!1eYhad another;

ino'ston had informed him that Isaac Winn had e d fi that Kazn was very anxIous to know who It was; deponent

th~ Guard
scape rom said it was a man that had worked for him, (the said Kain,).

... ., on which Kain said, Maloyd 1 The deponent replied that it
Ordered, That Cap~aln MYrlc~" wIth five men, Immedl- was. That Kain appeared very solicitous to know whether

ately march ~nd us~ hIs ut~ost ?JI!~en.ceto a~prehend the he had said any thing about him; to which deponent an-
persons mentIOned.In FranctS w.ds~~s information, and that swered that he had not heard Maloyd mention his name.
h? have power to Impress a S!elgh and Horses to transport And further saith not.
himself and men to Dan. Wnght's. DAVIDCLARK.

Ordered, Tbat Captain ,Myrick request the assistance of Sworn in Committee, by JOHNJAY, Chairman.
~olonel Lu1dington,.Captain Clarke, and Lieutenant Mar- Mr. Duer informsthe Committee that Captain John John-
tzn Cornell, In execution of tbe above order j and when done, son, of the Regiment late of Colonel McDoulY'all told him
to. request of each of them forthwith to repair to tbis Com- that the wife of Verdun Ellsworth, and sister of S~rn'l Gale,
mittee. had ]ately been once or t\Vicl to New- York, and that she

Captain Platt informs the Committee that Arch'd Little, resides at Goshen.
Esq., told him that one James Carscaden had been commit- Ordered, That Mr. Sacket pay one hundred Dollars to
ted to tbe G~ard for travelling w!th a forged Pass to James Captain lW.yrick, on account.
Co.n'U}ay;\\:llI~hPass, together ~v]thanother paper signed ?y Mr. Sacket reports that there is due to Gilbert Barns,
Wzlharn Wzlkzns, whose name ]s also to the other, he dehv- for burying Christopher Patrie, one of the prisoners, the
ered to t!1eCourt. . , sum of two Pounds eleven Shillings.

Captain Platt also c?mmullIcated, to th? Court an ~rder Ordered, Tbat the same be paid.
ofN?than Pearce,Cbalrmano~theCommitteeofPawhng's .' (T" .
Precinct, to apprehend and bring here Thomas Beamus, for~ Resolv~d, That ::\'Ir.Sacket, t~klno wIth hIm Captain Van

damning the Concrress .' and whicb order and pI" 0
Gaasbeck s Company, do forthwIth endeavour to apprehend

o , . IS ncr were h ' d
.

J h TT' ' I E' '

,

broll$ht I~ereon Saturday last, together with a paper found t e persons mentlOne m. 0 n .uazns S ast xaml~atlon.

on 111m,sIgnedby Henry 0' Ham, and purportincrto be a Resolved, That Captain Van Gaasbeckmarch hIsCom-
certificate of bis inlistment, &c.

0
pany to the house and neighbourhood of James ,

Arch'd Little Esq a Member of the Conve t' o b '
obey sllch orders as he shan receive from Nathaniel Sacket,

. ,., n I n, elng E
.
11 h Ii h d f h' C

.
sworn, saith, that on Tuesday last he saw Mr. James Car- sq., tl t e urt er or ers 0 t IS OmmIttee.

scadden at John Brewster's, at BloominlY'Grove' that he Resolved, That Commissary Wickojf do, with the utmost
told this deponent he had come from th~ Militia' of Ulster expedition, furnish Captain Van Gaasbeck with six days'
County, and had marched with Captain Watkins to Provisions, ready dressed, for his Company.
Clarke's Town; that !he circumstanc~s of his family were Resolved, That Samuel Gale and William Tredwell be
such that he had obtamed leave of Ius Captain to return; discbarged on taking the Oath of Allegiance to this State.

FIFTH SERIES.- VOJ..III. 98

Ebenezer Cary and James V. Derbergh, of 27th December,
which was delivered to him by Martin Cornell, together
with a certain John Maloyd, who they had sent to be ex-
amined respecting intimations he had given in his cups, of
John Kane's inlisting men in the enemy's service; and also
one Jacobus Striker, who had been with the enemy, and
had lately come from Long-Island to New-Yorle, and that
he had committed tbem to tbe custody of the Guard.

Mr. Sacket delivered to the Committee the Examination
of Martin Cornell, which he had taken resp~cting Sam'l
Striker and John Maloyd.

An Order of the Committee of Safety referring a Petition
and certain Papers of Major Colden to this Committee, and
directing tbis Committee to report thereon as soon as possi-
ble, was read.

A Petition of Ch's Cullen was read; a1soPetitions from
Caleb Archer, John Dickson, and Sam'l Wood.

A Certificateof John Smith and several others, of the
character of Nath'l Concklin, a prisoner in Wourster Gaol,
and praying his release, was read.

Peter Noxon, of Beckman's Precinct, in Dutchess Coun-
ty, being sworn on the H01y Evangelists of AlmiO'hty God
says, that on or about last Wednesday se'nnigbt, John l1la-
loyd came to this deponent's house, in Beekman's Precinct;
that he got a little in liquor, and taking a pot of cider to his
lips, said, Here is a health to Captain Kane and his Com-
pany. Upon which this deponent's wife said, What! is John
Kane raising a company? Upon which the said Meloyd
seemed to be a little embarrassed, and said he meant a Kane
in some other country. Tbat this deponent looks upon tbe
said John Meloyd to be disaffected to the American cause.
And further this deponent saith not.

PETER NOXON.

Sworn in presence of the Committee', by me,
JOHN JAY.
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Mr. Duer communicated to the Committee a Letter from Ordered, That nineteen Cartridges be given them.
Hendrick Wickoff, the Commissary, informing him that the Petition of Peter Dobbs Amos Le Forge Henry Le
removal of the ,Prisoners to t~e Lower Barr~cks places them Forge, Ebenezer Odell, and Josha. Odell. '
'It so great a distance from hIm, that for this and other rea- .

0 d d '1'1 t 1'h TT 7 t
.

b ' tt d t t. , , r ere. ]a omas v OLenme e perml e 0 re urn
sons he cannot transport theIr ProvIsIons to them.

h
? ] . I . ,.

hR I d TI h M W;' k .11" t d 11 ffi oOle, on his pam e to return to t 1ISCommittee m a mont,eso v~, lat w en I'. zc oJ! accep e J~ 0 ee
to remove his family.of Commissary, he accepted all the trouble attendmg the

"
, .

same; and therefore, so long as he chooses to keep the said Jos~ah Smzth, one o~ the Pns?ners ~rought t~IS daY,by
office the Committee expect he will perform aJl the duties Captam Mana and Ensign Baldzng, bemg exammed, salth,

of it' that he is the son of Josiah Smith, deceased; that he lives

R
.

1 d Th t G '7 b t 0 d f th ' b in Charlotte Precinct, with Isaac Beagle; that yesterdayesove, a u' er g en, one 0 e prIsoners, e
I fi II J h h h d k dI d h '

] t d '
] b fi I C ' t

noon a mu atto e ow, onat an, w a a war e someen arge on IS paro e, 0 appear al y e ore t 1e omm] -. ,
I J D h h ' ' Id " I ' h ' I f th St Ch h tllne WIt 1 ames oug ty, and w 0 IS now a pnsoner Jere,tee an to remam WIt1In tree m! es a e one ure .

d I h' h I. 'I ' ' ]1
r. I d ' came to hIm, an to d 1mthere was a c ance to get e earm t JIStown tl lUrtler or er.

f I r.' d h I I d d ]d I '
, ,

"
a (raltlng, an go to t e s an , an to JIm to go to

Mr. Sacket mforms the Commlltee that Nzcholas Brower, Thomas Tobias and he would see the man there' that this
of Wappen's Creek, told him that a number of his neigh- deponent thereu~on went to William Doughty's, ~nd there
bours had absconded; that they rendezvous at one John saw Frederick Tobias who also told him the same that the
Covert's, between Fish-Kill and Wappen, at or near a pJ~ce negro or mulatto had;' and further said that one Grant was
caJled Ketcham's Town; that he recommends the sendmg then at Thomas Tobias's who would take him safe to LonO"-
for one V. Zichler,.a MiJler, at the Bridge over Wappen's Island, and advised him'to go. That then examinant :'e-
Creek, who had saId that one hundred ,and fiFtymen ?ad turned home, and told his master, Isaac Beagle, what had
gone to the enemy; an~ also a man who hves wIth V. Zzck- passed, and that he intended to go to Long-Island; that
ler, whose name he dtd not know, and also young Dan. Isaac Beagle dissuaded him from going, saying that this
Polhemus. examinant would certainly be taken up; that this deponent

then went to Thomas Tobias's, and saw the said Grant,
whose Christian name is John; that Frederick Tobias told
the said Grant that this examinant would go with him; and
that Grant told this examinant to go along towards Pogh-
keepsie, and he would overtake examinant, which exam-
inant did; that Joseph Haight, of Nine-Partners, was to
be there, but he was gone before examinant came near to
Poghkeepsiej that examinant went on the way to Pogh-
keepsie as far as the said Joseph Haight's, and from thence
to the mountains, where he w.as apprehended; that the
other prisoners with whom he was taken were the only per-
sons that came off with him; that he understood froll! the
mulatto that the said Joseph Haight was to be their Cap-
tain; and that this examinant intended to have returned'
home again in a fortnight; that the examinant has under-
stood from the said Grant that Isaac Viel, of Beekman's
Precinct, was coming with a company of men down this
night, in order to go over to Long-Islandj and that the
horse he rode belongs to Richard Lawrence, one of the
pnsoners. J OSIASSMITH.

Ordered, That sixteen Shillings be paid to Peter Van
Bremen, for carrying Captain ~lyrick and five men to Dan.
Wright's, in a sleigh.

Captain Isaac Concklin and Lieutenant Josiah Burton,
of Charlotte Precinct, being sworn, severally depose, that
John Grant, one of the prisoners brought here this day, is
generally reputed to be a bad man, and very disaffected to
the American cause, and that he this day said, in the hear-
ing of these deponents, that he never would be a friend to
the American cause, or words to that purpose. And further
say not. ISAAC CONCKI,IN,

JOSIAH BURTON.

Fish-KiJls, Connor's Tavern, 31st December, 1776,

The Committee met. Present: John Jay, Chairman,
William Duer, Zephaniah Platt.

A Letter of the 30th instant, from Colonel Huntington,
was read, informing that by order of General Heath he had
sent to the Committee six Prisoners, viz: Henry Fowler,
ZopharBeeck, Henry Laback, John Rikeman, Aaron
Lawrence, and Abraham TVilliams, being persons unfriendly
to the United States, particularly John Rikeman, who was
apprehended for seizing and holding a Continental soldier
till the enemy came and took him.

Ordered, That the said Prisoners be committed to the
Guard, and that John Rikeman be put in irons.

Captain Richard .Menee and Ensign Joseph Baldwin ap-
peared before the Committee, and inform that they brought
with them five Prisoners, to wit: Josiah Smith, John Brown,
Richard Lawrence, John Grant, Jonathan, a Mu]attQ, who
says he belongs to Benjamin Lister, at Long-Island.

Messrs. Richard Menee and Joseph Baldwzn being sworn,
say, that yesterday morning they were informed by Philip
Vincent and Henry Cornell, that Philip Vincent's mother
had heard the dog bark in the night, and got up; that she
saw fifteen or twenty men travelling towards the mountains;
that there being reason to believe that the said persons were
going to join the enemy, these deponents and several others
of the neighbourhood pursued them; that these deponents
went together, and overtook two, as they believe, of the said
persons, and apprehended them in the mountains, viz:
TVilliam Willson and another, whose name they have forgot;
that they examined them for papers, and took from James
TVillson two papers containing the route they were to go;
that TVillson told him he had got one of the said papel's,
marked (Wooden,) from Hem}j Wooden, at his house; and
further, that he was going to New- York, to see his brother.
That they delivered the said two prisoners to Captain My-
rick; that Henry Wodden confessed to these deponents that
he had given Willson the said paper, and appeared very un-
easy about it, and begged them to destroy it.

Capt. RICH'D MENEE,

JOSEPH BALDING.

Sworn in Committee, by
JOHN JAY, Chairman.

Captain Menee and Ensign Balding further inform the
Committee, tbat they have good intelligence of a number of
persons who are going to the enemy, that will rendezvous
at Joseph Bright's, near Croton River.

Resolved, That they go to General Heath, and concert
with him a plan for apprehending them; and that a Letter
on the subject be written to General Heath.

Ordered, That William Besley and Cornelius Besley,
against whom nothing appears, and whom there is reason
to believe entirely innocent, be discharged.

Ordered, That Daniel Smith and Isaac Smith appre-
hend, and bring before this Committee, Henry Wooden.

Sworn in Committee, by
JOHN JAY.

Samuel Gale and William Tredwell appearing, took the
Oath of Allegiance, and were discharged.

Captain Myrick reports, that in pursuance of the order of
yesterday, he went to Daniel Wright's, where he was in-
formed that so many men had pursued the company of
Tories he had been directed to apprehend tbat he did not
proceed; that Lieutenant Alger came to Wright's while he
was there, and delivered to him one John Reed, whom h~
said he had taken at or near David Akins's, in the moun-
tains, and who had informed him that a company of Tories
were coming down that night; whereupon he joined hi!'!
men to those of Lieutenant Alger, and kept guard at John
Halstead's; that when tbey arrived at Halstead, they
found two men there, Timothy Pettit and Jacob Jackson;
that tbe latter was by the fireside, and the former on the
stoop; that it was tben between ten and eleven at nigh!.
and their hOl'ses were under the shed by the door; that tillS
deponent asked, Jackson which, way ~e was from; he ~aid,
from the northward; he asked him which way he was gomg;
that he hesitated, and then answered that he was going to
the northward again; and that then Pettit carne in1 and he
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asked him which way he was going; he said, to Bedford;
that he asked him whether they were both going one way;
he replied,Yes. On this he suspected thelJl both, and asked'
Jackson fQr his pass; that Jackson said Pettit had it; that
on examining their papers, he suspected them to be forged,
and therefore brought them both to this Committee. That
Joseph Baldwin and Captain Manee delivered to him two
prisoners they had taken, viz: James Tuttle and William
Wilson, whom he hath also brought with him.

Account of Cash disbursed in pursuance of orders con-
tained in the Book of Minutes of the Proceedings of the
Committee for Inquiring into, Detecting, and Defeating all
Conspiracies, &c.

Reference to Orders.

Cash paid Peter Van Bremen, 16s.; 31st December,
1776.

John Reid, one of the prisoners mentioned in Captain
Myrick's Report, this day being examined and sworn, saith,
tbat he is a labourer, sometimes working at one business and
sometimes at another, and has no settled place of abode.
That last Friday was a week, when this deponent was at
work at JohnDe Graaf's, at Nine Partners, and one Wil-
liam Busbey, a man about thirty years of age, who he
believes has been part of the last summer at ~pencerTown,
came there; that deponent asked what news? He said not
much; that deponent then asked him which way he was
going; he said to New- York, and would be glad of depo-
nent's company; to which deponent answered, No; that
he said, Thomas Tobias was going. Thomas Tobias was to

be a Lieutenant, and the Doctor, his brother, a Captain.
That deponent then finding the scheme that Busbey was on,
thought it would be best to corne into his measures, that by
discovering his designs he might the better defeat them.
That deponent then told Busbey he would go with him.
That they then went together to John Smith's, in the Nine
Partners, aforesaid, when there found Thomas Tobias, and
several others unknown to this deponent. That there
Busbey told Thomas Tobias that he would go to Spencer
Town and bring him thirty men well armed; on which
Thomas Tobias took his shoes off, and gave them, with a
bill of 55s. 4d. to Busbey, to go to ~pencer Town for that
purpose. That Busbey went off. That last Sunday,
Thomas Tobias told deponent that two of Busbey's men
had come down,.with side arms, to John De Graave's, and
that Busbey was not far behind with a number more. That
last Sunday night, Thomas Tobias carne to John Smith's,
aforesaid, and there c01lected all the men that were going
with him,concludingthat 'it would not do for him to stay
for Busbey, as the men were growing difficult. He further
said he had agreed with Isaac Vail.

A Letter from Colonel Pollard, with a Prisoner, Anthony
Kennedy,who had a Lieutenant's warrant fromGovernour
Brown, and had lately come from , and referred
by Convention to this Committee, was read:

Anthony Kennedy appearing, was admitted to his parole
for three days.

-

John Reid was also enlarged on his parole.
Committee-adjourned.

CONTINENTAL CONGRESS.

Friday, November 1, 1776.

Resolved, That 3,000 Dollars be paid to Acklam Bonfield,
or order, and charged to the Account of J. Trumbull, Esq.,
Deputy Paymaster-General in the Northern Department,
the same being in full of a draft in his favour by the said J.
Trumbull, dated at Albany, 15th October, 1776.

The Board of War brought in a Report, which was taken
into consideration; Whereupon,

Resolved, That Commissions he granted to fill up the
vacancies in the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Virginia Battal-
ions, agreeable to the list given in to the Board of War, by
General Stephen.

Resolved, That 3,000 Dollars be advanced to the Dele-
gates of Georgia, for the use of that State; the said Dele-
gates to be accountable.

A Petition from sundry Ship Joiners, was presented to
Con gress and read:

Ordered,That it be referredto the MarineCommittee.
Ordered, That the Board of War direct four Companies

of the Virginia Battalion on the Eastern Shore, to march,
under the command of a Field Officer, to Dover, in Dela-
ware Government, and there remain till farther orders.

Congress took into consideration the Report of the Com-
mittee on the ways and means of supplying the Treasury;
Whereupon,

_ Resolved, That a sum of Money be raised by way of
Lottery, for defraying the expenses of tlie next campaign,
the Lottery to be drawn in Philadelphia:

Ordered, That the Committee who brought in the Re-
port, be directed to prepare the plan of a Lottery, fix the
number of Managers, and the security by them to be given,
and report to Congress.
_ Resolved, That the farther consideration of the Report

be postponed till to-morrow.
Ordered, That the Board of Treasury be directed to lay

before Congress, once every week, an account of what part
of the last emission of Money remains unexpended.

Ordered, That the Board of War be directed to supply
the Delegates of Georgia, for the use of that State, with a
quantity of Military Stores, first informing Congress of the
quantity applied for.

.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, November 2,1776.

Congress resumed the consideration of the Report of the
Committeeon the ways and meansof supplying the Treas-
ury; Whereupon,

Resolved, That the Board of Treasurybe directedto pre-
pare all the necessary materials, and to have ready for a
new emission Five Mi\Jions of Dollars, to be issued when
the Congress shall direct:

That 500,000 Dollarsbe speedilyissuedin small bills of
two-thirds, one-third, one-sixth, and one-ninth of a Dollar.

A Petition from John Bates was read:
Ordered, That it be referred to the Committeewho con-

tracted with him.
Resolved, That a furthersum of 3,000 Dollars be ad-

vanced to Colonel Moses Hazen, for the purpose of recruit-
ing his Regiment; he to be accountable.

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due,
To Isaac Dennis, and to be paid to Francis Lewis,

Esq., for dieting 80 Men, and Oats, &c., forHorsesof Cap-
tain Thomas Price's Company, in New- York Government,
13 671-90th Dollars:

To BartholomewVan Heer, forhis pay as Brigade-Ma-
jor, from 20th June to 20th October, being four months, at
3:3 Dollars per month, 13:JDollars.

Ordered, That the said Accountsbe paid.
The Committee to whom Governour Livingston's Letter

was referred, brought in a Report, which was read:
Ordered, To lie on the table. -

Resolved, That Congress will, on 'Monday next, consider
the application for employing Moils. Roche de Fermoy in
the Continental service.

Th~ several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, November 4,1776.

The Honourable Matthew Thornton, Esq., a Delecrate
from New-Hampshire, attended, and produced his Creden-
tials, which were read as follows:

"State of New-Hampshire, ~
" In the House of Representatives, Sept. 12, 1776. 5

"Voted, That the Honourable Matthew Thornton, Esq.,
1;1e,and hereby is, appointed a Delegate to represent this

'*'
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State at the Continental Congress, for one year next ensuing.
Sent up for concurrence. P. WHITE, Speaker.

" IN COUNCIL,Eodem Die.
"Read and concured : E. THOMPSON,Secretary.

" A copy, examined by E. THOMPSON,Secretary."

Two Letters, of the 25th October and 1st November,
from R. H. Harrison, General Washington's Secretary, one
fi'om R. Stockton and G. Clymer,of the 26th October;
one from General Schuyler, dated at Saratoga, 23d Octo~
ber, were laid before Congress, and read:

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War.
A Letter of the 19th October,fromG. ltlason,Chairman

of the Committee of Fairfax County, in Virginia, enclosing
a Resolution of the Council of Virginia, was read and re-
ferred to the Board of War.

Whereas it is manifest, that unless effectual measures are
immediately taking for reinlisting the Army, the safety of
the States may be greatly endangered:

Resolved, That the President be desired to write to the
Commander-in-Chiefand informhim that if,upon receipt of
this resolution, Commissioners from the respective States,
for the purpose of appointing Officers, shall not have arrived,
he is then, after consulting and advising with such of his
Generals as he can conveniently call together, immediately
to grant warrants to such of theOfficersfromthe respective
States, who have not Commissionerspresent authorizedas
aforesaid,as he shall think deserving of Commissions:

That the Officersso to be appointed proceedwith the
utmost expedition, to recruit their Regiments to their full
complement:

That Commissions be sent to General Washington as
soon as possible, to be given to such Officers as he shall
appoint by warrants, in consequence of the foregoing Resolu-
tion:

That the Commander-in-Chief be desired to take such
stepsas he shall think most proper for continuing the Militia
n.ow in camp.

That, for this purpose, he write to such of the States as
now have Militia in the Government of New- York, request-
ing their assistance in this business; and that he be farther
desired to apply to the neighbouring States for such addi-
tional aid as he may require.

That a Letter to the same import be written to General
Schuyler.

The Committee, to whom the Letter from Thomas Cush-
ing was referred, brought in a Report, which was read.

It being represented that some of the Marines in the
Barracks are sick:

Resolved, That Dr. Rush be desired to take them under
his care, and see that they be properly provided for.

Resolved, That Mr. Hooper be added to the Committee
to whom Mr. Bache's Letter was referred, and that the said
Committee be directed to meet on that business this even-
ing at this place.

Resolved, That the Wagon master-General be directed to
take charge of the Horses belonging to the Continent, and
prepare them for service, as soon as possible.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, November 5, ]776.

Benjamin Harrison, Esq., a Delegate from Virginia,
attended and produced the Credentials of his appointment,
which were read as follows:

"Virginia, Sct: In the House of Delegates,{
Thursday, October 10,1776. 5

"The House, according to the order of the day, proceeded
by ballot to the appointment of a Delegate to represent this
State in General Congress, in the room of Thomas Jefferson,
Esq.; and the Members having prepared tickets for the per-
son to be appointed, and put the same into a box, a Com-
mittee was appointed to examine the same, who reported
that they had met a Committee from the Senate in the con-
ference room, and had, jointly with them, examined the
ballot boxes, and that the numbers appeared as follows:
For Benjamin Harrison, Esq., 69-1Uerewether !!:J'mith,
Esq., 5.

" Resolved, therefore, That the said Benjamin Harrison

be appointed a Delegate to represent this State in General
Congress.

" Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of this House
are justly due to the said Benjamin Harrison, for the dili-
gence, ability, and integrity, with which he executed the
important trust reposed in him asoneof the Delegates from
this country in the General Congress.

"A copy: JOHN TAZEWELL,

" Clerk of the House of Delegates."
Resolved, That Mr. Harrison be adcJed to the Board of

War, and that he be continued in all those Standing Com-
mittees of which he was a member when he left Congress.

A Letter, of the 31st October, from R. H. Harrison,was
read.

The Board of Treasury brought in a Report, which was
taken into consideration; Whereupon,

Resolved, That all Accounts for services done, or articles
supplied the Northern Army, be presented to the Commis-
sioners for settling Accounts, and so much thereof as is
approved by them, and confirmed by the General, be paid
by his Warrants on the Paymaster, after the Commissioners
have certified thereon, that the Accounts and Vouchers are
returned to them by the persons receiving such Warrants.

That all Warrants of the General on the Paymaster for
services to be performed, or articles to be suppJied, be sent
by the Paymaster to the office, and entered in the books of
the Commissioners; after which, the said Commissioners
shall, as soon as they shall judge expedient, call to account

the persons receiving such advances; and having settled tbe
said Accounts, they shall be filed in their office.

That where any balance appears to be due to the United
States, /i'om persons whose Accounts are adjusted as afore-
said, they shall be received by the Commissioners,and
delivered to the Paymaster, whose receipts thereforshall be
transmitted to the Treasury.

That the Commissioners be empowered to administer oaths
Or affirmations to persons examined by them in the execu-
tion of their office.

.

That the Generals' and Paymasters' Accounts be sent to
the Treasury Office by the Commissioners, together with the
Pay-Roils and Accounts discharged by the same,upontheir
adjusting the Accounts of the Northern Army to the end of
the present campaign.

Resolved, That the Commissioners appointed to settle
the Accounts of the Army near New- Y01'k, be directed to
~overn their conduct agreeable to the foregoing Resolu-
tIOns.

Resolved, Tbat the following Instructions be given to the
Commissionersof the Northern Army:

1. That, in adjusting the accounts of persons whose par-
ticular circumstances may have rendered them unable to
procure vouchers, or that, on the retreat of the Army, have
lost the same, the Commissioners endeavour to obtain the
best information from the General Officers, or other persons
in that Department, and usea discretionary power in admin-
istering oaths or affirmationsfor this purpose.

. 2. That therenot having beena Mustermaster in the 1\'orth-
ern Army during the last and present campaign, the Com-
missioners are particularly to attend to the pay-rolls that shall
be produced as vouchers by the Paymastet., and shouldany
frauds appear, to report them to the General, that the same
may be thoroughly investigated.

3. That in other instances, the Commissioners do not
interfere with tbe muster or pay-rolls, unless, in particular
cases, it shall be judged expedient by the General and tbem-
sel ves.

4. That tbe Commissioners do not concern themselves in
disputes about back-rations or allowances for vegetables said
to be due to some officers and soldiers, but leave them with
the Commissary, whose business it is to regulate such dis-
putes.

'
5. That where any person hasdone the duty of a Deputy

or Assistant Commissary, by desire of a General Officer, or
the Commissary or Deputy Commissary Generals, he be
allowed for his services, aJthough he has not received a com-
mission for that purpose.

6, That demands for defending the frontiers of any of the
States, if on account of troops not raised by order of Con-
gress, be not considered by the Commissioners.

7. That the Commissioners certify to the General the
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accon.nts to be paid in specie, that if the military chest is
supplied, the General may issue his warrants accordino-lv.

8. That the Commissioners send to the State otNew-
Jersey, and to the States eastward thereof for their accounts
against the Northern Army, if such acc~unts are not for-
warded agreeable to a circular letter from the Treasury
Board to the said States.

Resolved, That ~he President write to Governour Living-
ston, and request him to send two Companies of Milit]a to
guard the.Salt-\Vorks near Tom's River, and one Company
to be statlOne? at ~r near S!lrewsbury, to intercept and put
a stop to the IntellIgence said to be carried on between the
Tories and Lord Howe's Fleet; that the Companies consist
of fifty men each.

A Petition from Joseph Traverses was presented to Con-
gress and read; Whereupon,

Resolved, That an order for 100 Dollars be drawn on the
Treasurer in favo~lr of the said Joseph Traverses, to be
accounted for by him on the settlement and payment of his
Account.

The Committee to whom the Letter fi'om Richard Bache,
Comptroller of the Post Office, was referred, brought in a
Report, which was taken into consideration; Whereupon,

Resolved, That for obtaining early and frequent intelli-
gence from the Camps at White-Plains and Ticonderoga, or
such other places as the Armies now, OJ'lately there, may
march, or ha~e marched to, and forwarding despatches to
the commandIng officers with the like expedition, the Post-
master-Gene~al do im.mediately employ so many more Riders,
between Phzladelphw and Head-Quarters of these Armies

~s he shall judge w~1l ~ost effectually perform that very
][~portant, and, at tlus time more especially, necessary ser-
vice; and that h~. endeavour, to the utmost of his power, to
procure sob.er, diligent, and trusty persons to undertake it;
and guard, In the best manner he is able, a<rainst robberies
of the mails, or losses of their contents other~ise.

That all Ferry Keepers be enjoined as much as they are
able, to expedite the passage of Post Riders and other per-
sons charged with letters, despatches, or messa<res, from and
to Congress; and that it be recommended t~ the several
Legis!atures of the United States, to enforce the observance
of this Resolution.

That .Expres~es and. Special l\Ies~engers, employed in
the publlCk serVice, takmg and carrYIng private Letters or
Packets, ought not to receive the wages they would other-
wise be entitled to.

That the Deputy Postmaster at Head-Quarters be allowed
four Rations every day, out of the publick stores there for the
subsistence of himself, his riders, and servant. '

Congress took into consideration the case of the Chevalier
Roche de Fermoy: Whereupon,

Resolved, That the Chevalier Matthias Alexis Roche de
Fermoy, be appointed a Brigadier-General in the Army of
the United States.

The Committee to whom was referred the Petition and
Accounts of Benjamin Eyre, brought in a Report, which was
read: .

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury.
A Petition from Jeremiah Cady was presented to Con-

gress and read:
Ordered, That it be referred to the C.ommissioners ap-

pointed to audit and settle the Accounts of the Northern
Army, and who are directed to report specially thereon.

Certain Resolutions of the Convention of the State of
New- York were laid before Congress and read:

Ordered, TJlat they be referred to a Committee of
Three:

The Members chosen, Mr. Hopkinson, Mr. Whipple, and
Mr. Hart. .

The several matters to this day referred bein<rpostponed
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. "

,

Wednesday, November 6,1776.

A LettE:'rof the,3d,. from R. H. Harrison, enclosing one
of the 2d, from Bl'Igadler-Geneml Parsons; one of tbe 30th
October, from General Schuyler at Saratorra enclosin<r a

f I
. b ,

"copy 0 nstructlons to Officers appointed to recruit for the
service of tbe United States of America; one of the 31st

October, from Jonathan Trumbull, Deputy Paymaster-Gene-
ral; and one of the same date, from Governour Trumbull,
enclosing a Resolve of the General Assembly of Connecticut,
appointing John Lawrence, Esq., of Hartford, Commission-
er to superintend the Loan Office in that State, were read:

Ordered, Tbat the Letter from General Schuyler, and
that from MI'. Harrison, with the Letter enclosed, be referred
to the Board of War: .

That the Letter from Governour Trumbull, and that fi'om
J. Trumbull, Paymaster, to tbe Board of Treasury, also the
Letter of the 29th of August, from Genera] Schuyler, which
was receiv~d and read on the 6th September, together with
the Memonal from Colonel Brown, and the Officers' Cer-
tificates enclosed therein, be referred to the Board of
Treasury.

The Committee of Treasury brought in a Report, which
was taken into consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That the Report of a Court of Inquiry ap-
pointed by General Schuyler, and held at Albany, the 5th
of October, in consequence of a Resolution of Congress of
the 30th of July last, confirming General }}}ontcromery's
promise to give to the troops concerned in taking th~ vessels
on the Sorel, all the publick stores, except ammunition and
provisions on board thereof, be referred to the Commission-
ers for adjusting the Accounts of the Northern Army; that
tbey be directed to make strict inquiry into the matter, and
inform themselves, by the evidence of persons who served
at tha~ time as Quartermaster and Commissary of Stores in
the said Army, and of others, what part, or whether any of
t~e store:> mentioned in the report, were taken for the pub-
lick servICe; that they allow to the officers and men which
they sball find entitled thereto, the amount of so many of
the stores ~s shall appear to have be~n taken for the Army
as aforesaid, and have not been paId for, after deducting
therefrom such reasonable expenses as have accrued to any
of the ca~tors In obtaining an atljustment of the prize-money,
and orde~mg the amount of ~uch articles of the prize-goods
as the saId captors have receIved, and were not given them
as bounties, to be deducted from their respective propor-
tions; that the Paymaster be directed, upon receiving Gen-
eral Schuyler's warrant for payment of the same, to propor-
tion it amongst such officers and men as the General and
Commissioners shall direct, agreeable to the pay allowed
by. the establishment at that time, without any regard to
ratIOns.

, The Marine Committee brought in a Report, which was.
taken into consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That three persons, well skilled in maritime
affilirs, be immediately appointed to execute tbe business of
\he Navy, under the direction of the Marine Committee.
.

The remainder of the Report, at the request of a Colony
was postponed till to-mormw. '

Ordered, Tbat Commissions be delivered to the Captains
and Subalterns of the Sixth Virginia Battalion, and that the
dates be filled up by Brigadier-General Stephens.

Resolved, That 4,000 Dollar,;be advancedto Colonel
Lawson, of the Fourth Virginia Battalio~, for the payment
of the said Battalion, he to be accountab!e, and that the
money be paid into the hands of Thomas Gaskins.

Two Bills were presented to Congress; one drawn by
General Lee, for 64 Dollars, dated Petersburg, 28th Sep-
tember,1716; the other of thesame,by Jacob Morris,Aid.
de-Camp to General Lee, for 150 Dollars, both in favour
of John Bannister, and drawn upon William Palfrey Esq.
Paymaster-General at Philadelphia: "

Ordered, That they be paid, and charged to the Account
of General Lee.

Resolved, That Willie Jones, Esq., of Halifax Robert
Smi~h, Esq., of Edenton, and Alexander Telfer, 'Esq., of
Halifax, or any two of tbem, be appointed to audit and
settle the Continental Accounts in Virginia.

The Committee of Treasury reported, that tbere is due
To Benjamin Wallace, and to be paid to Charles Risk

for victualling forty-fivemen of the Flying-Camp, 4 45-90tl~
Dollars:

To Francis lIopkinson, Esq., for his and James Wilson.,
Esq., expenses, &c., at Bristol, to make inquiry respecting
despatcbes sent from Head-Quarters and lost by the ex-
press, 25 60-90th Dollars:
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To Se~astian l~liller, for the hire of a Wagon with money
from Phdadelphza to Boston, 65 30-90th DoJlars:

To John Gibson, Esq., Auditor-General, for half a year's
salary due the 9th of October last, at the rate of 1,066
60-90th Dollars per annum, 533 30-90th Dollars:

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.
The Ship Lady Catharine, George Ord, master, which

was sent out last winter, being returned,

. Resolved, That the Secret Committee be empowered and
directed to settle the accounts of the voyage, and report in
what manner the Cargo imported is to be disposed of.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-mOrrow.

Thursday, November 7, 1776.

A Petition from John Cunnolly was read:
Ordered, That it bereferredto the Committee appointed

to examine into the state of Prisoners in the publick Gaol of
Philadelphia.

Whereas, the late Major-General Ward, since his resiO"
nation of his trust, has continued in command, in the Eas~-
ern Department, at the request of the Commander-in-Chief;
and still continues therein at the request of Congress: It is,
therefore,

Ordered, That he receive the pay of a Major-General
commanding in a separate department, from the 26th day of
April last, being the time of his resignation, and until a
suitable person shall be appointed to take the command in
his stead, or it shall be otherwise ordered by Congress.

Resolved, That Richard Bache be appointed Postmaster-
General in the room of Dr. Franklin, who is absent.

An Appeal having been lodged with the Secretary against
the sentencepassed in the Court of Admiralty, for the Port
of Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania, on the libel
"John Barry, qui tam, &c., vs. the Sloop Betsey, &c.,"

Ordered, That it be referred to a Committee of Five, and
that the said Committee be empowered to hear and deter-
mine upon the said appeal:

The Members chosen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Paine, Mr. "Wil-
son, Mr. Hooper, and Mr. Rutledge.

Resolved, That the Resolution passed the 14th October
last, that the aJlowance to Officers of 11-3 Dollar forinlistirlD"
soldiers be not extended or given on the reinlistmentof th~
soldiers in camp, be repealed, and the same henceforth
allowed. .

The Board of War brought in a Report, which was taken
into consideration j Whereupon,

Resolved, 1. That 266 2-3 Dollars be advanced to Cap-
tain Francis Holland, and 1331-3 Dollars to Captain Robert
Harris, both of the Maryland Flying-Camp, they to be re-
spectivelyaccountableto the Council of Safetyof that State
for the said sums, which are to be for the use of, and charged
to the account of, their respective Companies:

2. That 1,110 ~-4 Dollars be advanced to Captain Alex-
ander Lawson Smzth, of the late Colonel Stevenson's Rifle
Regiment, to pay the Subsistence money of, and to enable
him to advance a month's pay to, the said Company:

3. That Commissions be sent to General Schuyler, for
Colonel Elmore's Regiment, to be filled up according to the
ranks and times of service of the officers of the said Regi-
ment; the General making such arrangements therein as he
shall think just and propel':

4. That Co~nmissions be also sent to General Schuyler, to
be filled up wIth the names of the Officers yet unprovided
for, who have served in Canada,according to their ranks
and merits, to complete Colonel Livingston's Regiment:

5.ThatGeneral Schuyler, agreeable to his request, have
permission to repair to Congress, as soon as he shall be of
opinion the service wiJl admit of his absence from his de-
partmen t :

6. That GeneralSchuylerbe informedthat Congress haye
repeatedly applied to ~Maryland 011 the subject of the Nan-
tikoke Indians, without having received an answer; that
application shall again be made, and information given him
of the result:

7. That General Schuyler be allowed to give such Cloth-
ing to the Ind£ans as he shall think can be spared for that
purpose:

8. That the Deputy Mustermaster-General, in the North-

ern Department, have the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel in the
Army of the United States:

9. That General Washington be requested to take proper
steps for trying all Deserters from his Army, and punishing,
in the most exemplary manner the Articles of War will ad-
mit, all such officers and soldiers who shall be base enough
disgracefullyto leave the service of theircountryat this time
of trial and danger.

Resolved,That each of the persons to be appointed to
execute the business of the Navy, under the direction of the
Marine Committee, be allowed the salary of 1,500 Dollar:>
per annum.

A Letter from Colonel JJIiles to William Wister, was laid
before Congress and read; wherein he intimates that an ex-
change may be accomplished of him for Mr. Foxcroft, and
perhaps of Colonel Atlee, or Lieutenant-Colonel P£per, for
:Mr. Dashwood.

Ordered, That the Letter be transmitted to General
Washington, and that he be desired to do therein what he
shall think p~oper.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, November 8, 1776.

A Letter, of the 4th, from R. Dallam, Deputy Paymas-
ter-Genera],was read j Whereupon,

Resolved, That 5,000 Dollars be paid to Gustavus R£s-
berg, A. Q. M. General, and charged to the account of
Richard Dallam, agreeable to the request of the said R.
Dallmn; and that the Letter be referred to the Board of
Treasury.

Resolved, That Doctor Witherspoon have leave to take
with him to Princeton,Archibald Gardiner,JamesHender-
son, Peter Jack, and Hugh Ross, four of the prisoners lately
sent to Philadelphia, and there to keep them till the further
orders of Congress.

The Committee appointed to oevise means for preventinO"
the evils to be apprehended from the internal enemies of tb~
United States, and hindering them from carrying on cor-
respondence with the foreign enemies to the said States,
brought in a Report, which was read:

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be postponed to
lUon,day next.

A Petition from Paul Christman, Ensign in Captain "Wil-
liam Keyser's Company, from Maryland, in the German
Battalion, was read, praying for leave to resign his commis-
slon:

Resolved, That leave be granted.

The Committee of Treasury reported,
That there ought to be advanced to ColonelValentine

Crawford, one of the executors of the late Colonel Hugh
Stevenson, on account of his estate, 100 Dollars:

That there is due to the following CanadianPrisoners,
and to be paid to Captain Chartier de Lotbinier, 253 30-90tl1
Dollars, viz:

To Captain Lotbinier, for his allowance, from the '.2dof
November,1775, to the 31st of October,1776, being 52
weeks, at 2 Dollars, 104 Dollars; of which he received from
General Schuyler, 14 60-90th Dollars; remainder to be paid
to him, 89 30-90th Dollars:

To Mons. Tonancour, for bis allowance, from the '.2dNo-
vember, 1775, to the 31st October, 1776, 52 weeks, at 2
Dollars, 104 Dollars:

To Mons. Dochambault, for his allowance, from the 31st
of August to the 8th of Novtmber, being 10 weeks, at 2
Dollars, 20 Dollars:

To Mons. Fleurimont, for his allowance, from the 31st of
August to the 8th of November, 10 weeks, at 2 Dollars, 20
Dollars:

To Mons. St. Ours, for his allowance, from the 31st of
August to the 8th of November, 10 weeks, at :2 Dollars, 20
Dollars:

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.
Resolved, That a Committee of Three be appointed to

consider and report under wbat restrictions the Sutlers, who
supply the Army, should be laid, and that the motions made
by MI'. Gerry, and seconded, be referred to this Committee:

Tbe Members chosen, Mr. Gerry, Mr. WYthe, and .MI'.
Wolcott.
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A Petition from James Budden and T. Lawrence was
read, requesting leave to export Provisions to Turk's Island,
in order to bring from thence a load of Salt:

Resolt'ed, That leave be granted.
The Board of War brought in a Report, which was taken

into consideration; Whereupon,
Resolved, That l~JynheerN. D. Ottendorf be appointed

a Brevet Captain in the service of the United States.
Resolved, That Tuesday next be assigned for taking into

consideration the trade of these States.
Resolved, That the sum of Q,666 Q-3Dollars be advanced

to the Committee appointed to contract for casting Cannon;
they to be accountable.

A Letter from Tench Coxe, at Trenton, to John Tabor
Kempe, Esq., of New- York, was laid before Congress, and
leave requested to forward the same in order to obtain the
release of Mrs. Lewis, who is detained a prisoner by the
enemy on Long-Island:

Resolved, That this matter be referred to the Board of
War:

That the Delegates of New-Jersey be directed to cause
strict inquiry to be made through what channel Mr. Kempe
conveyed the intelligence mentioned in the foregoing Letter.

Resolved, That lQO Dollars be advanced to Captain
George Gibson, of the First Virginia Battalion, he to ac-
count with the -Paymaster-General on the settlement of his
Accounts.

A Letter from James Sullivan was read, and referred to
the Board of War.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, November 9, 1776.

Resolved, That two months' Pay, being Q50 Dollars, be
advancedto Brigadier-GeneralRoche de Fermoy, he to be
accountable.

Ordered, That he repair to the Northern Army, at Ticon-
deroga, and put himself under the command of General
Schuyler.

A Ll'tter of the 3d, from Timothy Danielson, Chairman
01 a Committee of the General Assembly of the State of
Massachusetts-Bay, appointed to officer and inlist seven
Battalions out of the officers and soldiers in the Continental
Army near White-Plains, withsundryPapers enclosed,was
read:

Ordered, That the same be referred to a Committee of
Three:

The Members chosen, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Rutledge, and
Mr. Wythe.

Resolved, That two months' Pay be advanced to Captain
Ottendorf, and that he be ordered to repair to Head-Quar-
ters, near the White-Plains, and put himself under the com-
mand of General Washington.

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due,
To Robert Towers, Commissary, for sundry articles pur-

chased by him by direction of the Board of War, and to be
charged to the account of the said Board, 526 74-90Lh
Dollars:

That 3,Q80Dollarsbe advancedto Captain Casdorp, to
pay the arrearages due to his company of Carpenters sent
to Ticonderoga, for whicb he is to account:

That 50,000 Dollars be sent to Richard Dallam, Deputy
Paymaster-Gen~ralforthe Flying-Camp; he to be account-
able:

Ordered, Tbat the said sums be paid.
The Committee appointed to consider and report under

what restrictions the Sutlers, who supply the Army, ought
to be laid, brought in a Report,* which was read; and, after
some debate thereon,

"Report of the Committee relative to the Sutlers. Brought in and read, N 0-
VEMBER 10, 1776.

Resolved, That a Sutler be appointed for the Army at .N'ew- York,
whose business it shall be to provIde at the cheapest rate for the soldiers,
full supplies of such necessary articles as the General shall direct.

That for this purpose he be supplied with Money by the General's
warrant on the Paymaster, and provide such a number of A ssistants and
Deputies as the General shall dIrect; each of whom to be approved by
the General, and aHowed the pay and rations of a

That to the cost, transportation, and other expenses of the articles
which he shall purchase, be added ten per cent.

That from his general store, he shall order supplies to be delivered to

Resolved, That the farther consideration thereof be post-
poned to Monday.

Congress having received intelligence that a free and open
communication and correspondence is kept up with the ene-
my on Staten-Island and New- York, from Elizabethtown,
Newark, and the parts adjacent, to the great detriment of
the American cause:

It is therefore recommended to the Governour, Council,
and Assembly of the State of New-Jersey, to take the most
speedy and effectual measures to stop all communication
between that State and the enemy's quarters, that shall not
be directed by proper autbority.

A r./[emorial fi'om Lawrence Bowden, late Master of the
ship Royal Exchange, taken by the ship-of-war Columbus,
was presented to Congress and read:

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee.

Resolved, That Congress will, on Tuesday next, resolve
itself into a Committee of tbe Whole, to take into considera-
tion the means of supporting the credit of the Continental
Currency.

Tbe several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock on .Monday.

Monday, November 11,1776.

A Letter, of the 6th, from General Washington; one, of
the bth, from Brigadier-General :Mereer; and one from
Richard Bache, Esq., were read.

Ordered, That the two former be referred to the Board
of War, and the latter to the Board of Treasury.

Resolved, That ColonelJames Livingston have leave to
recruit his Regiment in any of the United States.

A Petition from Charles Noel Romand, Sieur de Lisle,
Captain ina Corps of Artillery in the serviceof France, was
read.

Ordered, That it be referredto the Board of War.
Resolved, That the Board of War be empowered and

directed immediately to confer with the Council of Safety
of Pennsylvania, or a Committee by them appoiuted, on the
best ways and means of defendiug the City of Philadelphia,
in case it should be attacked.

Resolved, That the Committee of the Treasury, or either
of tbem, be empowered to administer Oaths to persons whom
they shall examine or employ in executing the Resolutions
of Congress.

The Committee to whom the Letter from Timothy Dan-
ielson, and the Papers enclosed therein, were referred, brought
in a Report, which was taken into consideration; and, after
debate,

Resolved, That the further consideration thereof be post-
poned.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

his Deputies, who shaH be stationed in such different parts of the Army
as may be most eonvenient for supplying the troops.

That he keep constantly posted at his stores, and also recorded, the
prices to be given by the soldiers for the goods supplied by the Deputy
Sutlers, to which the soldiers may recur for preventing impositions.

That he keep an account of the articles delivered to his Deputies, and
direct them once a week to make return of such as have been sold.
together with the money arising from the sale; and also of the article~
remaining on hand, as often as the Sutler shall judge it necessary.

. That Rum or ot~er ~pirils shall not be supplied to any non-commis-
sIOn ofl.lcer or soldier without permit from the commandlllg officer 0( his
respective company.

That the Deputy Sutlers shaH once a month present a list of debts
due to them from the soldiers to the Paymasters of their respective
regiments, who shall make the proper stoppages and discharge the,
same.

That the Sutler invest the money which from time to time be shall
receive from the Deputies, in new supplies for the Army.

,That shrmld any of his Deputies be detected in taking for goods a
higher price than he shall ha.ve affixed thereto, or neglect to adjust their
accounts as before directed, the same be by him forth with removeu.

That he make monthly payment to his D~pl\ties of the salaries al-
lowed them by Congress, and be himself allowed the pay and rations
of a

That he adjust his accounts at the end of the campai~n with the Com-
missioner of Accounts, or oftener if they shaH judge It necessary and
charge therein the salary granted as aforesaid.' '

That on a fi~al .ettlement of his ,a,ccounts he return to the Paymaster
the sums supphed him from the military ch,est, and deliver to sueh per-
son as the General sh,al! .appoint, the balance .arising by profits on the
'sale of goods, to be distrIbuted amongst the widows of such non-eom-
mission offieers and soldiers as may have lost their lives in the Army
during the ensuing campaign.

That he take an oath to the faithful discharge of his duty.
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Tuesday, November 12, 1776.

A Letter, of the 10th, from General MiJIlin; one, of the
same date, from Richard Dallam; and one, of the 9th, from
Dr. Shippen, were read. '

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due,
To George Stultz, for Iron-work, and repairing a Conti-

nentallight-wagon, 12 60-90th Dollars:
To John Tyler, forBayonet-Scabbards, and repairing Arms

for the German Battalion, 82 30-90th Dollars:
To Mons. Lotbinier, a Canadian Chaplain, for his pay.

and rations, from 10th of October to 10th of November,
41 30-90th Dollars:

To Doctor Beaumont, a prisoner of the Twenty-Sixth
Regiment, for his allowance from 21st July to 3d Novem-
ber, inrlusive, being 15 weeks, at 2 Dollars a week, 30 Dol-
lars:

To William M'Leod, a prisoner, of the Fifty-Ninth
Regiment, for his allowance fl'Om21st July to 3d November,
inclusive, being 15 weeks, at two dollars a week, 30 Dol-
lars:

That there is to. be paid to Daniel du Chemin, for the
allowance due to Monsieurs Hertel, Giasson, and la ]}lag-
dalaine, Canadian prisoners, from the 1st August to 6th
November, inclusive, being 14 weeks, at 2 Dollars a week,
28 Dollars each, 84 Dollars.

That there should be paid to Joel Zane, for the allow-
ance due to Lieutenant Heimar, of the Seventh Regiment,
from 20th July to 1st November, inclusive, being 15 weeks,
at 2 Dollars a week, 30 Dollars; and to Captain Swan, of
the Twenty-Sixth Regiment, from 21st June to 1st Novem-
ber, being 19 weeks, at ~ Dollars, 38 Dollars; the whole
68 Dollars:

To James Budden, for himself, and others of the Light-
Horse, their expenses as an escort with money to New- York,
82 Dollars, and for his expenses with General Prescot from
Reading to Philadelphia, 24 42-90th Dollars; both sums
making 106 42-90th Dollars:

To .William Woodhouse, for Wafers for the use of Con-
gress, 1 12-90th Dollar:

To Thomas Smith, for Paper for the use of the Commis-
sioners for the New- York Department, 15 78-90th Dollars.

That there should be paid to Doctor Rush 625 Dollars
for five months' advance pay to Brigadier-General Thomp-
son, who is to be accountable.

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.
The Committee of Treasury, to whom that part of the

Petition and Memorial of John Brown, Lieutenant-Colonel
of the Regiment commanded by Colonel Elmore, prayinO'
that his extraordinary services in Canada, last year, may b~
considered, was referred, brought in a Report,* which was
read:

Ordered, To lie on the table.

"'
Report on so much of Lieutenant-Colonel JOHN BROWN'S Petition and
Memorial as prays that his extraordinary services in CANADA last year
may be considered.

[Read in Congress, November ]2, 1776: Ordered to lie on the table.]

The Committee to whom that part of the Petition and Memorial of
John Brown, Lieutenant-Colonel of the Regiment commanded by Colonel
Elmon, praying that his extraordinary services in Canada last year may
be consIdered, was referred, have examined the matter thereof, and
report, That, according to the narrative of Colonel Brown, contained in
his letter to Major.General Schuyler, he performed many valuable ser-
vices in Canada; that he was instrumental In procuring useful intelligence
of the number and strength of the British forces and armed vessels there
and of the inclinations and designs of the inhabitants and savages; that
he cut off the communication between St. John's and the circumjacent
country, surprised La Prairei, took Chamblii, captivated prisoners, and
seized stores and other things, and that during the whole campaign he
was almost continuaHy in some active employment by night as well as
by day, suffering much fatigue and hardship, and frequently exposed to
dangers. That these aHegations are in some measure supported partly
by letters to Congress from the latp Brigadier-GeneraIJlfontgomery, dated
the 19th and 24th of SflJtember, 6th and 20th of October, 3d of .N'ovembe!'
and 5th of December, 1775, with the articles of capitulation at Chambz/
when it was surrendered, and partly by a certificate signed by Colonel~
James Livingston and Timothy Bedel, Major Robert Cockran aDd Captains
Gershmn Nottc and William Satterlee. That on the eighth day of No-
vember, 1775, the Congress in their instructions to the gentlemen ap-
pointed to repair to Ticonderoga, authorized them, among other things
to

"
assure ~~jor B,'own and Major Livingston that Congress had a just

sense of theIr Important servIces, and would take the first proper oppor-
tunity to reward them."

But it appears to the Committee, that if Colonel Brown be rewarded
by promotion in military rank, which is supposed to have been designed
by that assurance, his eyesight is so impaired by the coJd weather last
winter, that he will not be able to perform the duty of his office unless
it be .in some stationary post. It i.s therefore, upon the whole ~atter,
submitted to Congress .to det~rmllle whether any further provision
ought to be made for hIl~, or III what other manner, he having been
promoted to .the rank 9f Lieutenant-Colonel from that of Major.

A Letter to Willing Sf Morris, from Samuel Smith, Mas-
ter of the Hancock Sf Adams, (who, on his passage to Phil.
adelphia, was taken by the Gamecock privateer, of Rhode-
Island, commanded by Timothy Pierce, and carried into
Bedford, in Jlassachusetts-Bay,) dated Bedford Port, No-
vember 1, was laid before Congress and read:

Ordered, That it be referred to the Secret Committee,
and that they report the cargo on board the Hancock Sf
Adams, and how it ought to be disposed of.

The Board of War, to whom a request from the State of
Virginia was referred, brought in a Report, which was
taken into consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That the demands of the Continent for Cannon
are at present of so pressing a nature that none can be spared
for the particu]ar use of any State; but, as soon as a sufficient
quantity of Ordnance is supplied to tbe United States, the
request of the State of Virginia, to be permitted to purchase
Cannon at Hughes' s Works, sha]] be complied with.

That Monsieur Romand de Lisle be appointed a Major
of Artillery in the service of the United States, and sent to
General Washington, to be employed 3S he sha]] think
proper.

A Petition from James M' Connaughy was read:
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.
A Memorial fromAzariah Dunham was read:
Ordered, That it be referred to the Council of Safety of

Pennsylvania.
A Letter of the 9th, from General Washington, enclosing

one of the 31st of October from General Gates, at Ticon-
deroga, was read.

Congress resumed the consideration of the Report of the
Committee on the Letter of Timothy Danielson: Where-
4pon,

Resolved, As the opinion of Congress, That if the Soldiers
to be raised by the State of Massachusetts-Bay, be inlisted
on the terms offered to them, which are more advantageous
than what are offered to other Soldiers serving in the same
Army, it would much retard, if not tota]]y impede, the
inlistment of the latter, and produce discontent and murmur,
unless Congress should equa]]y increase the pay of these,
which, it is the opinion of Congress, would universa]]y be
reprobated as an immoderate expense, and complained of as
a grievous burden by those who must bear it; and, there-
fore, that tbe Committee from the State of ]}lassachusetts-
Bay be desired not to inlist their men on the additional pay
offered by the Assembly of that State.

Upon reconsidering the Resolution of the 16th of Sep-
tember last, for raising eighty-eight Battalions to serve durinO'
the present war with Great Britain, Congress being of opin~
ion, that the readiness of the inhabitants of these States to
enter into the service for limited times, in defence of their
invaluable privileges, on aU former occasions, gives good
ground to hope the same zeal for the publick good will
appear in future, when necessity ca]]s for their assistance,
and, lest the uncertain length of time which forces raised
during the continuance of the present war may be com-
pe]]ed to'serve, may prevent men from inlisting who would
otherwise readily manifest their attachment to the common
cause, by engaging fOl'a limited tilBe: Therefore,

Resolved, That a]] Non-Commissioned Officers and 501-
. diers who do not incline to engage their service during the
continuance of the present war, and shall inlist to serve three
years, unless sooner discharged by Congress, shall be entitled
to, and receive all such bounty and pay as are allowed to
those who in]ist during the continuance of the present war,
except the 100 acres of land; which land is to be granted
to those only who inlist without such limitation of time.
And each recruiting officer is required to provide two dis-
tinct inlisting rolls, one for such to sign as inlist during the
continuance of the war, and the other for such as inlist for
three years, if their service shall be so long required.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, November 13,1776.

A Letter of the 12th of October, from Joseph Trumbull,
Commissary-General, was read: Whereupon,

Resolved, That 40,000 Dollars be advanced to Thomas
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spectin~ the Certificates to be given to the lenders of the
Five Millions of DoJlars, voted to be borrowed, which was
read.

The Board of War brought in a Report, which was taken
into consideration: 'Vhereupon,

Resoll'ed, That 2,000 Dollars be advanced to Colonel
lIausegger, for tbe use of the German Battalion; he to be
accountable.

Resolved, Tbat the remainder of tbe Report be postponed-
tiJl to-morro IV.

The Secret Committee, to whom tbe Letter from Captain
Smith was referred, brougbt in a Report, wbicb was taken
into consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to write
Letters to Governour Cooke, to tbe Continental Agent in
Rhode-Island, and such other persons as tbey shall tbink
proper, to make striet inquiry into the conduct of Captain.Timothy Pierce, respeeting tbe capture or seizure of the
Sbip Hancock ~ Adams, employed in the Continental ser-
vice, and cause him to be prosecuted for the penalty of the
bond given, when he received .his commission, if it shaJl ap-
pear on tbe inquiry, that in justice to the Continent, such
prosecution sbould be commenced; and the said Committee
are authorized to do what may be necessary for supporting
the prosecution.

The remainder of the Report postponed. .

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to morrow.

Lowry, and charged to the account of Joseph Trumbull,
agreeable to his request.

The Marine Committee having recommended C010nel
John M:xon and John Wharton as fit persons to execute
tbe business of the Navy, under the direction of tbe Marine
Committee,

Resolved, That they be accepted.
A Letter of the 10th of November from M. Tilghman,

President of the Convention of Maryland, enclosing sundry
Resolutions of tbat body, relative to the raising tbeir quota
of tbe New Le\'ies, was laid before Congress and read:

Ordered, That Mr. President fumisb the Commissioners
of the said State, sent tberefrom to raise their Levies, witb
the Resolution of yesterday, admitting the New Levies to
inlist for tbree years only, and, at the same time, inform
them, tbat if the inhabitants of that State will inlist to serve
durin" the continuance of the present war, they already
have "'the faith of the United States of America pledged for
the land to be granted to such Snldiers.

The Committee of Treasury reported that tbere is due,
To Mons. la Marque, a Canadian Prisoner, for his al-

lowance from tbe 31st of August to the 8th of November,
inclusive, being 10 weeks, at 2 Dollars a week, 20 DoIJars,
to be paid to Mons. de la Magdalaine:

To Captain Thomas Gamble,a Prisoner of the Forty-
Seventh Regiment, for his allowance from the 10th of
August to the 2d of November, inclusive, being 12 weeks,
at two Dollars per week, 24 Dollars, and to be paid to
James Biddle, Esq.:

To _~ichael Leightner, and to be paid to George Aston,
forvictua1ling Troops on their mareh 15 5-90th Dollars:

To John Nourse, for ferriage of himself, and of General
Lee and his Servants, Horses, &c., over Hoe's Ferry,
4 60-90th Dollars, to be paid to Colonel B. Harrison:

To Doctor Samuel TfTilson, for board, attendance, and
medicine to sick Soldiers of the Sixth Virginia Regiment,
33 60-90th Dollars:

To Wollore Meng, for 12 Scabbards delivered to Captain
Ralph Falconer, of the Fifth Virginia Battalion, 4 H-90th
Dollars:

That there shou1dbe paid to Thomas Armer, on account
of Elizabeth Robinson, for so much short paid on settlement
of her account, the 14th of October last, for board, &c., of
sick Soldiers belonging to Captain Grier's Company, 10
Dollars:

Tbat there should be paid to the Pennsylvania Hospital,
for tbe support and clothing of John Hughes, a wounded
Soldier, 36 54-90th Dollars:

That there should be paid toAdam Eccle, 8 78-90th
Dollars, being so much paid by him to Sergeant John
Byers, of Captain Hubley's Company, in Colonel Shee's
Batta1ion, to enable him to support his party, being a guard
to Powder from Philadelphia to North-Carolina:

That there is due to William O'Hara, a Soldier in the
late Captain William Hendrick's Company, taken at Que-
beck, and now returm'd, for his pay from 1st January to
10th November, 1776, being 10 months and 10 days, at
6 2-3 Dollars a month, 68 80-90th Dollars: .

To Henry Taylor, a Soldier in Captain Smith's Rifle
Company, taken at Quebeck, and now returned, for his pay
from 1st June to 10th November, being 5 months and 10
days, at 6 2-3 Dollars, 35 50-90th DoJlars:

To Dr. William Sarringhause, for medicine and attend-
ance to the sick of Captain T,y'oelpper'sCompany, in tbe Friday,November15,1776.
German Battalion, 24 I-90th Dollars: A Letter of the 11th, from General Washington, at

To Benjamin Eyre, Ship-wright, for his pay and rations, Peek's-Kill; one of the 5th, from General Gates, at Ticon-
employed in constructing Row-Galleys at New- York, Horse- deroga, informing of General Carleton's retreat from Crolvn-
hire, and travelling expenses to Albany, to engage Boards, Point; one of the 8th, from General Schuyler, at Albany;
&c., for the Army, 427 77-90th Dollars: one of the 12th, from General Greene; one, without date,

That 60,000 Dollars be sent to Richard Dallam, Esq., fi'om General Lewis; one from Robert Ogden, of the 11th;
Deputy Paymaster-General of the Flying-Camp, for the and one from R. Dallam to R. Peters, were laid before
use of the Army: Congress, and read:

Tbat there is due to Daniel NaeJ, for the ferriage of Vir- Ordered, That tbe Letter from General Lewis be referred
ginia Troops, their Baggage, Wagons, and Horses, over to the Marine Committee.
Susquehanna,6L 72-90th Dollars: Resolved, That the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania

To Andrew 1Yl'N'ail',for his attendance on Congress 146 be requested to supply E. Blain, Esq., with 230 bushels
days, cleaning house, &c., to tbe 1st November, 118 8L-90th of Salt, for the publick service: That the said Council of
Dollars: Safety be, and they are hereby requested, to supply Messrs.

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid. Lowry, Wharton, Ogden, and Dunham, Assistants to the
The Board of Treasury brought in a further Report re- Commissary-General, or anyone of them, with one half of
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Thursday, November 14,1176.

A Letter of the 4th, from R. H. Harrison, and 00'1', of
the 17th October, from James Bowdoin, Esq., were read:

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War.

Resolved, That a Committee of two be appointed to con-
fer with the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania, and inquire
what quantity of Salt they have now on hand, or expect
shortly, and what proportion can be spared for the publick
servICe:

The Members chosen, MI'. S. Adams and Mr. Whipple.

Information being given to Congress, that part of the ene-
my's Fleet was seen coming out of the lIook, and steering
its course to tbe southward:

Resolved, That copies of the Letter, giving tbe information,
be sent by express to General Tflashington, and to Govern-
our Livingston, of New-Jersey, and also to the Southern
States.

Resolved, That the Board of War confer immediately
with the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania, and cooperate
with them in devising ways and means for ca1Jing forth the
strength of that and the neighbouring States, for the defence
of tbis city, against any attempts which the enemy may
make to obtain possession of it; and that, for this purpose,
the Board of War be invested with the full powers of Con-
gress, to promote most effectually tbis important purpose:

That the Marine Committee also be directed to make
such disposition of the Naval force, now in the river Dela-
ware, or the neighbourhood thereof, as wiJI best conduce to
defeat the designs of the enemy.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.
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such quantities of Salt, as are, or may be, in their hands, for
the use of the Continent. .

Two Memorials, one from Eleazer Oswald, and the other
from Samuel Lockwood, were read:

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War.
Mons. Romand de Lisle, who, on the 12th, was appoint-

ed a Major of ArtiHery, thinking that appointment inad-
equate to his merit and abilities, and requesting to be sent to
General Washington, that he may have an opportunity of
giving a specimen of his abilities:

Resolved, That he have leave to go to General Washing-
ton.

Ordered, That the Marine Committee apply to the Coun-
cil of Safety of Pennsylvania, for 1500 24Ib., 1800 18Ib.,
Cannon-shot, and 500 Bar-shot, which shaH be replaced by
Congress; and that the said Committee send the Shot and
six tons of Powder to SOllth-Carolina,for the defenceof
that State and North-Carolina: .

That a copy of the intelligence contained in General,
Greene's Letter of the 12th, be sent by express, with all pos-
sible expedition, to the SoUthern States.

The Secret Committee having reported, that the cargo
belonging to the Continent, imported in the Hancock 8r
Adams, consisted of the foHowing articles, viz: 72 chests of
Arms, 311 barrels of Gunpowder, 338 pigs of Lead, 9 casks
of Gun-Flints, 1 case of Pins, 133 barrels Tin-Plates, 5 cases
of Iron-Wire, 70 casks of Saltpetre, and 10 bales of Mer-
chandise:

Resolved, That the Secret Committee direct the entire
cargo of the Hancock 8r Adams to be landed at Bedford,
and deposited in places of safety, under the care of the
Committee of that place, until ordered from thence:

That the Muskets, Powder, Lead, and Gun-Flints, be
delivered by the Committee of Bedford, to the order of the
Board of War, who are to inform the General of these
stores, and direct the whole, or any part that may be wanted
for the use of the Army, to be delivered to him; with an
injunction not to put the Muskets into the hands of any but
those soldiers who in]is! under the late resolves and regula-
tions of Congress:

That every part of the merchandise on board the said
Ship, tbat is now wanted for the use of the Army, be ap-
plied to that use, and that the Secret Committee inform
General.;tli.fflin, the Quartermaster-General, thereof, and
enclose him an order for the immediate delivery of all such
parts as he shall desire:

That the remainder of the Cargo be subject to the direc-
tions of the Secret Committee, who are empowered to order
it from thence, either by sea or land, to any other part or
parts of these States, where the articles may be wanted for
the publick service.

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due,
To the Trustees for the Poor of Frederick County,

Maryland, for board and attendance of sick Soldiers of the
Maryland Troops in Continental service, 58 30-90th Dol-
lars, to be paid to Nicholas Hower:

To Dr. Nicholas Way, for medicine, attendance, lodging,
l!Ursing,&c., of sick Soldiers of the Fifth aod ~ixth Vir-
ginia Regiments, 467 36-90th Dollars.

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.
Congresstook into consideration the Report of the Marine

Committee, to whom that part of the Report of the Marine
Committee relative to the pay and rank of the Marine was
recommitted: "Vhereupon,

Resolved, That a Bounty of 20 Dollars be paid to the
Commanders, Officers, and Men, of such CQntinental Ships
or Vessels of War, as shall make prize of any British Ships
or Vessels of War, for every Cannon mounted on board
each Prize, at the time of such capture, and 8 Dollars per
head for every man then on board and belonging to such
Prize:

That the rank oC the Naval Officers be to the rank of
Officers in the Land service, as follows:
Admiral, as a General.
Vice-Admiral,

" Lieutenant-General.
Rear-Admiral,

" Major-General.
Commodore, " Brigadier-General.
Captain of a Ship of 40 guns and

upwards, - " Colonel.
Captain of a Ship of 20 to 40 guns," Lieutenant-Colonel.

Captain of a Ship of 10 to 20 guns, as a Major.
Lieutenant in the Navy, " Captain.

That the Pay of all Officers and Men in the American
Navy, from the date of the new commissions, under the free
and independent States of America, be as follows:

Ships of 20 guns and upwards. Per calendar month. Of 10 to 20 gum.
Captain. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .60 Dol1s.. . ... . . .. . . .48 Dolls.
Lieutenant. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .30. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .24
Master. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . ... . . . . .30. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .24

Master's Mate .15 .15
Boatswain ..15 .13
Boatswain's Mate. ................ 9.J~ 9
Gunner .15 .13
Gunner's Mate 972 9
Surgeon. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .25. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .21%'
Surgeon's Mate .15 .13;~
Carpenter. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .15. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .13
Carpenter'sMate.. .. . ....... ... .. 972 9
Cooper... . . .. ...... . .. ... . . .. 9 9
Midshipman. . . . . ... . . . . .. . . .. . . .. ]2. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .]2
Armourer... .... .. .... . . .... ..... 9 9
Sai].maker. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . ... . . . . .10. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .10
Sail-maker'sMate.. . . . ... . . . .. . .. 8X 8;)'
yeoman 8X!' 8.Jii
Quartermaster 9 8.J~
Cook..:. . ... . . . ... . .. .... .. ..... 9 8.Jii
Coxswam.... . .. ... .. . ... 9 9
Captain's Clerk .15 .12
Steward. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . .. . .. . . . . .10. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .10
Chaplain. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . ... . . .. . . .20. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .N one.
Yeomanofpowder-room.. . . . ... . .. 9312 9
Master-at-Arms. .. ... . .. . .. . . .. . . .10. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. 9
Seamen. . . . . ... . . . ... . .. .. . . .. . .. 8 8

That vessels under ten guns be commanded by Lieuten-
ants:

That the pay of the Officers in such vessels be,
Lieutenant commanding. .30 Dol1ars. Gunner .12 Dollars.
Mates.. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .15 Carpenter.. .

'"
. . .12

Boatswain. . . . . .. .. .. . . .12

The other Officers and Men the same as in vessels from
10 to 20 guns:
Marine Officers-Captain. .30 Dol1ars. Lieutenant .20 Dol1ars.

Non-Commissioned Officers and Soldiers the same as in
the Land service.

Resolved, That the President write to General Washing-
ton, and inform him he has ]eave to negotiate an exchange
of the Foreign Troops in the pay of Great Britain, that are
prisoners to tbese States.

Congress took into consideration a Report from the Board
of Treasury, for carrying into execution the Resolutions of
Congress relative to the Loan-Offices: Whereupon,

Resolved, That the Certificates be of the following de-
nominations:

737of 1000 737,000 2940of 400 .1,176,000
1470of 600 882,000 3675of 300 .1,102,500
2205of 500 .1,102,500

1I,027 5,000,000

That the value or denomination of tbe Certificates be, in
different parts thereof, in print and writing:

That each denomination have a check-letter, correspond-
ing with a letter in the margin, to be left in the book:

That the several denominations be further distinguished
fi'om each other, by having the border, at the end of the
Certificate, varied or altered from the rest:

That the engravedornamentsbetweenthe margin,or part
left in the book and the Certificate, be cut indentwise, first
having occasional dashes made with a pen across it, of the
coJour with which the Treasurer signs his name:

That the impressions of the rolling-press, with the signa-
ture of the Treasuret', in Certificates of the highest denom-
ination, be made with yellow ink, of the second with blue,
of the. third with red, of the fourth with green, and of the
fifth or lowest denomination with purple.

A Petition fi'om Joseph Dean, lJ'latthew lrwin, John
Dunlap, and Benjamin Harbeson, was read:

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.
Dr. Charles Ludwig having been duly examined on the

practice of Surgery and Medicine, and recommended as duly
qualified,

Resolved, That he be appointed Surgeon to the German
Battalion.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, November 16,1776.

Resolved, That 300 Dollars be advanced to tbe Secre-
tary of tbe Board of War, to defray contingent expenses;
be to be accountable.
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Monday, November 18, 1776.

Resolved, That the sum of 40,000 Dollars be advanced
to the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania; the said State to
be accountable.

A Letter, of the 14th, from General Washington, enclo-
sing copies of Letters which passed between him and Gen-
eral Howe; one, of the 6th, from General Gates; one, of
the 10th, from Richard Stockton and G. Clymer, Esqs., at
Albany; one, of the 11th, from General Sc(tUyler,at Albany;
one, of the 16th, from Brigadier-General Stephens, at Am-
boy; one, of the 1st, from B. Harrison, Paymaster in the
Southern Department; and one, of the 8th, from Brigadier-
General Lewis, at Williamsburg, were read:

Ordered, That the Letters from General Washington,
General Schuyler, General Gates, and Brigadier-General
Stephens, be referred to the Board of War; and that the Total, -
Letters from Brigadier-General Lewis and B. Harrison be Prizes. 1 of 50,000 - 50,000
referredto the Board of Treasury. 2 of 25,000 - 50,000

A Letter and Memorial from Joseph Trumbull,Esq.,and 2 of 10,000 - 20,000
a :Memorialfrom Eb. Haz.'ard, were read: 10 of 5,000 - 50,000

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 100 of 1,000 - 100,000

A Letter fi'omJuliana Zedwitz was read, and referred to 200 of 500 - 100,000

the Committee on the state of the Prisoners. 1,000 of 300 - 300,000

Resolved, That a Member be added to the said Commit- 15,000 of 200 3,000,000

tee, and that they be directed to take into consideration the 26,000 of 50 1,300,000

case of Lieutenant M'Lean, who was sent to Philadelphia
-- 5,000,000

by General Wooster: The Lottery being intended to raise a sum of money on
The Member chosen, Mr. Hooper. loan, bearing an annual interest of four per cent., which, with

The Marine Committee having recommended FranclS the sums arising from the deductions, is to be applied for

Hopkinson, Esq., as a fit person to execute the business of
carrying on the present most just and necessary war, in de-

the Navy, under their direction,
fence of the lives, liberties and .property of the inhabitants
of these United States:Resolved, That he be accepted.

Resolved, That the fortunate adventurers in the 1st class
A Memorial of Isaac Cox was read, in behalf of Alex- who draw more than 20 dollars, and so in the 2d and 3d

under Frazer and others, inhabitants of the Island of Prov- classes, who draw more than 30 or 40 dollars, shall, at their
idence, owners of two sloops called the Dragon and the option, receive a Treasury bank note for the prize or prizes
1t'lolly, taken by private sloops of war called the Congress drawn, payable at the end of five years, and an annual in-
and the Chance, and brought into the Port of Philadelphia, terest on the same, at the rate of four per cent. or the pre-
but afterwards released, praying for letters of safe conduct emption of such billets in the next succeeding class, as shall
for the said sloops to the Port of Providence, in order to not be renewed within the time hereinafter limited. Every
prevent any arrest 01' molestation by the vessels of war in adventurer in the 1st class shall have a right to go through
the service of the United States: the subsequent classes, but shall not be obliged to do it.

Resolved, That the prayer of the Petition be granted. The drawers of 20, 30 and 40 dollars in the 1st, 2d and 3d
A Petition from ]}Iuscoe Livingston, was read: classes, who do not apply for their money within six weeks
Ordered, That it be referred to a Committee of after the drawing ends, shall be deemed ad\'enturers in the

Three: next succeeding class, and have their billets renewed with-
The Members chosen, Mr. Wilson, Mr. "FVythe,and Mr. out any further tro.uble. If any others shall neglect or de-

Ross. cline taking out and paying the price of their billets, for a
Congress took into consideration the Report of the Com- subsequent class, within six weeks after the drawing ends,

mittee on the Lottery: Whereupon, their billets shall be sold to the fortunate adventurers iIi the

Rcsolved, That the scheme of the Lottery be as fol- preceding c]ass, or to such as shall apply for the same. The

lows, viz: fortunate adventurers in the last class, who draw 50 dollars,

That it consist of 100,000 Tickets, each Ticket to be shall, upon application to the Commissioners of the Loan

divided into four Billets, and to he drawn in four classes. Offices in the respective States, where the drawers reside,

First class, at 10 doIJarseach billet, 1,000,000 receive their money,without any deduction,and all who
Deduction, at 15 per cent., 150,000 draw above that sUm, shall receive in like manner, without__ deduction, for the sums drawn, bank Treasury notes payable

850,000 at the end of fiveyears after the drawing, at the Loan Office
..

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Convention of
North~Carolina, to station Brigadier-General Moore, with
the regular troops under his command, in such parts of that
State, or of the State of South- Carolina, where they will be
in a capacity to render immediate and seasonable assistance
to their friends in South- Carolina; and that they may be
on the spot to oppose the enemy when and wheresoever
they shall attempt to make their landing good in that State;
and that the Convention of North-Carolina do, immediately,
at the Continental expense, embody 5,000 Militia, to com-
plete any military operations already begun by General
]}1oore, to defend the State of North- Carolina, or march to
the relief of their neigbbours in South- Carolina or Virginia,
where there shall be most occasion for their support.

The Committee on the Lottery brought in a Report,
which was read:

Ordered, To lie on the table, to be taken into consider-
ation on Monday next.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock on 1t'londay.

Prizes. 1 of 10,000 10,000
2 of 5,000 10,000

30 of 1,000 - 30,000
400 of 500 - 200,000

20,000 of 20 - 400,000
Carried to the fourth class, - 2UO,000 850,000
Second class, 100,000 billets at 20 dollars, 2,000,000
Deduction, at 15 per cent., 300,000--

1,700,000
Prizes. 1 of 20,000 - 20,000

2 of 10,000 - 20,000
10 of 5,000 - 50,000

100 of 1,000 - 100,000
820 of 500 - 410,000

20,000 of 30 - 600,000
Carried to the fourth class, - 500,000 1,700,000
Third class, 100,000 billetsat 30 dollarseach, 3,000,000
Deduction,at 15 per cent., 450,000

--
2,550,000

Prizes. 1 of30,000 - 30,000
1 of 20,000 - 20,000
2 of 15,000 - 30,000
2 of 10,000 - 20,000

10 of 5,000 - 50,000

200 of 1,000 - 200,000
1,000 of 500 - 500,000

20,000 of 40 - 800,000
Carried to the fourth class, - 900,000 2,550,000

Fourth class, 100,000 billets at 40 dollars each, 4,000,000
Deduction, at 15 per cent., 600,000

--
Brought from the first class,

from the second class, -
from the third class,

3,400,000
200,000
500,000
900,000

5,000,000
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of the State in which the drawers reside. The interest to
commence from the last day of drawing, and to be paid an-
nually at the said respective Loan Offices.

That, for carrying into execution the said Lottery, there
shall be seven Managers, who shall give bond, and be on
oath, for the faithful discharge of their duty:

That the money, as fast as received by the Managers for
billets,be lodged in the Continental Treasury:

That the drawing of the first class begin at PILiladelphia,
on the 1st ~JfMarch, 1777, or sooner, if sooner full.

Resolved, That the further consideration of the Report,
be postponed till to-morrow.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, November 19,1776.

The Convention of Maryland having appointed new
Delegates, two of them attending, produced the credentials
of their appointment, which were read, as follows:

"Maryland: In Convention, November 10, 1776.

"Resolved, That the Honourable Matthew Tilghman,
Esq., and Thomas Johnson, Jun., Willi(Lm Paca, Thomas
Stone, Samuel Chase, Benjamin Rumsey, and Charles Car-
rol, Bar., Esquires, or any tbree or more of them, be Dele-
gates to represent this State in Congress, until the first day
of ft'larch next, or until the General Assembly shall make
further order therein; and that the said Delegates, or any
three or more of them, be authorized and empowered to
concur with the other United States, or a majority of them,
in forming a Confederation, and in making foreign alliances;
provided that such Confederation, when formed, be not
binding upon this State without the assent of the General
Assembly; and the said Delegates, or any three or more of
them, are also authorized and empowered to concur in any
measure which may be resolved on by Congress, for carry-
in" on the war with Great Britain, and securing tbe liber-
tie~ of the United States, reserving always to this State the
sole and exclusive right of regulating the internal police
thereof. And the said Delegates, or any three or more of
them, are hereby authorized and empowered, notwithstand-
ing any measure heretofore taken, to concur with the Con-
gress, or a majority of them, in accommodating our unhappy
difference with Great Britain, on such terms as the Con-
gress, or a majority of tbem, shall think proper.

"
Extract from tbe Minutes: G. DuvAL."

Resolved, That the Board of Treasury be directed, in
settling Brigadier-General Armstrong's Accounts, to allow
his charge for tt'avelling expenses to and from South-Caro-
lina, amounting to 400 Dollars.

A Letter, of the 16th, from General Washington, and one
of the 17th, from Clemt. Biddle, were read.

The Board of War brought in a Report, which was taken

into consideration: .Wbereu pan,
Resolved, That 100 three-pounders, 50 six-pounders, 50

twelve-pounders, 13 eighteen-pounders, and 13 twenty-four-
pounders, all of brass, be immediately provided as Field Artil-
lery, for the use of the Armies of the United States:

That the Secret Committee be directed to take the most
effectual measures f(>r procuring the said brass Artillery;
that the said Committee confer with the Committee for pro-
curing Cannon, and consult with them how many they can
proyide:

That this matter be kept as secret as the nature of the
business will admit.

Resolved, Tbat 400 DoJ]ars be advanced to the Delegates

of North- Caroliua, for the use of that State, whicb is to be
accountable.

Congress resumed the consideration of the Report on the
Lottery: Whereupon,

Resolved, That each of the M,anagers shall receive for his
trouble one-tenth per centum on all the money be shall re-
ceive on the sale of the tickets:

That the tickets or billets be sold for ready money:
That each of the Managers give bond to tbe President, for

the use of the United States, in the penalty of 20,000 Dol-
lars, for the faitbful discharge of their trust.

Resolved, That a Member be added to the Committee
appointed to hear the appeal against the sentence passed on

the libel, John Barry, qui tam, &c., vs. the Sloop Betsey,
&c., in the room of Mr. Rutle~f5e.

Tbe Member chosen, Mr. Chase.
Congress heing informed, that there are two Ensigncies

vacant in the German Battalion, proceeded to elect persons
to fill up the same; and tbe ballots being taken,

Georgt lIoward and Jacob Lauderrnilk were elected.
The Committee of Treasury reported, that there ought

to be advanced to Colonel James Livingston tbe sum of
2,000 Dollars, for which he is to account with the Commis-
sioners for auditing the Accounts in the Northern Depart-
ment:

That there is due to Edward Rutledge. Esq., for Cash
he paid, by order of Congress, to Joseph Beck, an express
to South- Carolina, with despatches, intercepted with Kirk-
land, &c., the sum of 133 30-90tb Dollars, and for the
expenses of himself, Doctor Franklin, and Mr. Adam,~, a
Committee to Staten-Island, there and back, 71 30-90th
Dollars; the whole amounting to 204 60-90th Dollars:

To Joseph Baldwin, for Ferriage of Militia, &c., over
Neshaminy Ferry, 6 54-90th Dollars:

To Samuel Pugh, for victualling Troops of the Flying-
Camp, on their march,8 Dollars:

To John Jarvis, for Ferriage over Neshaminy, 12 21-90(h
Dollars, and Horse-hire to different expresses, 10 36-!?Oth
Dollars, the whole 22 57-90th Dollars:

That there should be paid to the Board of War, to be
by them sent to Benjamin llarrison, Jun., Esq., Deputy
Paymaster-General in Virginia, the sum of 300,000 Dol-
lars, for the use of the Army in tbat Departmen t:

Ordered, Tbat the said Accounts be paid.

Congress resumed the consideration of tbe Report of the
Board of War of the 13th instant: Whereupon,

Resolved, That the Commissary-General,or his Depu-
ties, make regular Weeldy Returns of all Rations issued or
paid to the Officers and Privates of any Regiment,Troop,
or Company, in the service of the States, to the Adjutant-
General or his Deputies, to be by bim inserted in the Gene-
ral Returns of the Army, and transmitted to Congress
monthly:

That, on any sick or disabled pon-commissioned officer
or soldier, being s-ent to any Hospital or sick-quarters, the
Captain or Commandant oftbe Troop or Company to which
he belongs, shall send to the Surgeon, or Director of the
said Hospital, or give to the non-commissioned officer or
soldier, so in the hospital or quarters, a certificate, counter-
signed by the Paymaster of tbe Regimel.Jt, if be be with tbe
Regiment, of what pay is due to such sick non-commissioned
officer or private, at the time of his entering the hospital or
quarters; and the Captain or Commandant of the Troop
or Company, shall not receive the pay of the said soldier
in hospital or quarters, or include him in any pay abstract
during his continuance therein. And, in case any non-com-
missioned officer or soldier shall be discharged from the hos-
pital 01' quarters, as unfit for farther service, a certificate shall
be given him, by the Surgeon or Director, of what pay is
tben due to him; and the said non-commissionedofficeror
soldier, so discharged, shall be entitled to receive his pay at
any Pay-Office, or from any Paymaster in the service of
the UnitedStates; the said Paymaster keeping such original
certificate, to <prevent impositions, and giving the non-com-
missioned officer or soldier his discharge, or a certified copy
thereof, mentioning, at the same time, his having been paid:

That this Resolution be transmitted to the Commanders-
in-Chief in the several departments, to be by them given
out in orders, and then delivered to the Directors of the
Hospitals in each department, who are to cause the same
to be fixed up in some conspicuous place, or places, in
every Military Hospital, for the information of all con-
cerned :

That Letters be immediately sent to tbe Councils of Safety,
Conventions, or Legislatures of Pennsylvania, and the States

to the southward thereof, desiring them, forthwith, to lay up
magazines of l\1iJitary Stores, Ammunition, and Salt Pro-
visions, in the safest and most convenient places in the said
States, respectively, for the use of such Continental Troops
and Militia as it may be necessary to bring into the field in
the ensuing winter, for the defence of these States:

That some proper person be appointed to act in the ca-
pacity of Armourer, to assist the Commissary of Stores in
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inspecting, superintending repairs, and taking care of a]J the
Continental Arms in the publick magazines at Philadel-
phia.

Congress deem it necessary, upon every principle of pro-
priety, to remind the several States, how indispensable it is
to the common safety, that they pursue the most immediate
and vigorous measures to furnish their respective quotas of
Troops for the new Army, as the time of service, for which
the present Army was inlisted, is so near expiring, that the
country may !ie left in a condition, in a great measure, de-
fenceless, unless quickly supplied by new levies.

Resolved, That Major Stewart, who brought the late
intelligence from General Gates, and who is recommended
as a deserving officer, have the rank of Lieutenant-Golone!
by brevet, and be presented with a Sword of tbe value of
one hundred dollars.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, November 20,1776.

Reso7ved, That 40,000 DoJIars be advanced to Mr. J.
:Mease, for the publick service; he to be accountable.

The Keeper of the Publick Prison, having informed Con-
gress, that he has discovered a plot among the Prisoners to
effect an escape, which one of them bas accomplished; and
that he has good reason to believe horses are purcbased in
Philadelphia, and kept ready for them, when they shall
have escaped from prison: It was, thereupon,

Resolved, That the Gaol-Keeper be directed to keep the
Prisoners in his custody close locked up till further orders:

That it be recommended to the Council of Safety of
Pennsylvania, to examine Mr. Jewell, the Gaol-Keeper,
respecting this matter, and to takA every measure in their
power to find out tbe accomplices in the plot, jf any there
are.

A Letter, of the 18th, from Brigadier-General Lord Stir-
ling, was read.

The Board of 'Val', to \vhom were referred the Memo-
rials from Captain Lockwood and Captain Oswald, brought
in a Report, which was .taken iMo consideration: Where-
upon,

Resolved, That such parts of the said Memorials as relate
to their Pay, be referred to the Board of Treasury.

A Letter, of tbe 2d, from Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer,
President of the Councilor Safety of Maryland, was read,
and referred to the Board of War.

A Letter, of the 6th, from General Lee to Doctor Frank-
lin, having been sent to the Board of War, and by them
opened, was laid before Congress and read:

Ordered, That the Board of War prepare a Letter to
General Lee, and report the same to Congress.

Congress proceeded to the election of Managers of the
Lottery, and tbe ballots being taken, the foJlowing gentle-
men were chosen, viz:

Sharp DcZany, John Purviance, Owen Biddle, Francis
Lewis, Jun., Jacob Barge, Jonathan B. Smith, and James
Searle.

Resolved, That a Member be added to the Secret Com-
mittee, in the room of MI'. Bartlett, who is absent.

The Member chosen, Mr. Whipple.

Resolved, That the Postmaster-General be directed to
remove Besonet, of Bristol, in Pennsylvam~a, from the office
of Deputy Postmaster, and appoint some other trusty person,
in that town, to that office:

That the Committee appointed to inquire into the r.ircum-
. stances of the loss of the packet from General 'Washington,
be directed to apply to the Council of Safety of Pennsyl-
vania, to apprehend Besonet, of Bristol, and his bar-keeper,
and brin.!::them to Philadelphia, for examination, taking care
to keep them apart, and that they have the assistance of the
Continental Troops in Philadelphia, if necessary:

That the said Committee write to the Commanding Of-
ficer of the Continental Troops in New-Jersey, to make dil-
iuent search for one IVilkins, who was at the Tavern in
Bristol when the packet was lost, and to send him, if found,
under guard to Philadelphia.

Resolved, That the Board of War be empowered to ad-
minister oaths to persons examined by them.

The Committee of the Treasury report, that there is due,
To Lieutenant Smith, for his expenses with a party to

escort money to Brunswick and to Fort JJIontgomery, a bal-
ance of 19 19-90th Dollars, the amount of his Account
being 55 19-90tb, of which be received from RobertErwin,
32 Dollars, and from R. Dallam, 4 Dollals, remains J9
19-90th Dollars.

Ordered, That the same be paid.

The Board of Treasury reported fartber Instructions to
the Commissioners appointed for settling the Accounts of
the Army, under the command of General FVashington,
which were a~reed to, as (()Jlows :

That in adjusting the Accounts of persons, whose partic-
ular circumstances may have rendered them unable to pro-
cure vouchers, or who, by unavoidable accidents, have lost
the same, or any part of the PubJick Stores committed to
their care, the Commissioners endeavour to obtain the best
in/ormation from the General Officers 01'other persons rela-
tive to stich Accounts, and use a discretionary power in ad-
ministering. oaths or affirmations previous to their settling the
same:

That the Commissioners send to the State of Virginia,
and the States northward and eastward thereof, for their Ac-
counts against the said Army, if such Accounts should not
be forwarded, agreeable to a Circular Letter from the Board
of Treasury to the said States:

That the Commissioners use every precaution to prevent
the loss of any Publick Books or Papers that may be in
their possession; and, for this purpose, that they apply to
the Quartermaster-General for a Wagon and Horses, to be
under their direction:

That they consider the Flying-Camp as part of General
ff7ashington's Army, and adjust the Accounts accordingly.

The Marine Committee, to whom was referred the bring-
ing in of a plan for increasing the Navy of the United States,
brought in a Report, whicb was taken into consideration:
W hereu pon,

Re.wlved, That there be immediately undertaken,
In New-Hampshire, 1 ship of 74 guns.
In Massachusetts-Bay, 1 ditto of 74 ditto.

1 ditto of 36 ditto.
I ditto of 74 ditto.
1 brig of 18 guns, and a packet-boat.

In Virginia, - - 2 frigates of 36 ditto, each.
In Mal'yland, 2 ditto of 36 ditto, each.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

In Pennsy7vania,

Thursday, November 21,1776.

Resolved, That 250 Dollars be advanced to Captain
Gabriel Long, of the late Colonel Stevenson's Battalion, for
the purpose of recruiting his Company; he to be account-
able:

That Captain Long's Accounts be referred to the Board
of Treasury.

As the necessity of obtaining an Army immediately, to
oppose the designs of the enemy, is so evident and pressing
as to render it proper to give all possible facility to that
business:

Resolved, That each State be at liberty to direct their
Recruiting Officers to inlist their men either for the war or
three years, upon the respective bounties offered by Con-
gress, without presenting inlisting rolls for both terms, ac-
cording to a former Resolution; keeping it always in view,
that, in the opinion of Congress, the publick service will be
best promoted by inlistments for the war, if the recruiting
business is not retarded thereby.

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due,
To Lieutenant Samuel Lockwood, for his pay as Assist-

ant Engineer in the Army in Canada, from the 5th Novem-
ber, 1775, to the 18th of May, 1776, at 20 Dollars per
month, 128 60-90th Dollars; and from the 19th of May to
the 5th of .lVovember, at 30 Dollars per month, 167 Dollars;
the whole, 295 69-90th Dollars:

To John Bates, for two fire hoods, shovel, tongs, &c., for
the use of the Treasury Office, 16 36-90th Dollars.

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.
The severallllatleis to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.
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Friday, November 22,1776.

A Letter, of the 20th, from General ]}1crcer, wa,s read:
Ordered, That an extract thereof be sent to the Assem-

bly and Council of Safety of Pennsylvania.
Congress being informed that a number of sick Soldiers

were sent to Philadelphia from the Flying-Camp, and
lodged in the Barracks, and it being apprehended that their
continuance in the Barracks may endanger the health of the
Soldiers there,

Ordered, That the Medica] Committee take charge of
the said sick, and have them quartered in private houses
and properly taken care of, and that they immediately
attend to this business:

That Dr. Ludwig be directed to attend the said sick.

The Committee to whom was referred the Petition and
. Memorial of Mrs. Zedwitz, brought in a Report, which was

taken into consideration: Whereupon,
Resolved, That Lieutenant-Colonel Zedwitz be removed

to Philadelphia,a~d confinedin the State Prisonj and that
due care be taken to prevent him from keeping up any
intercourse or correspondence with the enemiesof these
States:

That the sum of 58 49-90th Do]]ars be paid to Mrs.
Zedwitz, in full for servicesdone for the Contiuent, as set
forth in her Petition:

That the further sum of 80 Do]]ars be paid to the said
Mrs. Zedwitz, in full of two months' pay due to her hus-

- band.
Resolved,That 100,000 Dollars be advanced to the

Council of Safety of Pennsylvania; that State to be ac-
countable.

Congress taking into considerationthe present state of the
Army, of which some parts have already disbanded, and
others wi\] probably do so when the times they are engaged
to serve for shall expire, which must soon happen; so that
there is danger that the enemy must be opposedeither by
unequal numbers, or by Militia, not only a more expensive
but a lessefficaciousaid than regular forces; and there being
good gl'Ounds to hope that vigorous efforts at this critical
conjuncture, may bring the war to a speedy as well as
happy conclusion:

Resolved, That blank Commissions be sent to General
Washington,and that he be empowered to insert therein
the names of such officersas he shall think fit, not revoking
those appointments which have been made by Commission-
ers from any of the United States; and the General, Com-
missioners, and Officers' are conjured to recruit, by all the
means in their power, the Regiments now or lately in the
Camp j and that a Committee of Three be appointed to
repair to Head-Quarters, and, consulting with the General,
assist in the accomplishment of this necessary business.

The Members chosen, Mr. Paca, Mr. lf7ilherspoon, and
Mr. Ross.

Ordered, That the said Committee make particular in-
quiry why the Troops are not paid, and that they inquire
into, and redress to the utmost in their power, the just griev-
ances of the Soldiers.

Resolved, That the sum of 166,666 2-3 DolJal'S be ad-
vanced to the State of ]}lassachllsetts-Bay, in part of their
account against the Continent; the said State to be ac-
countable. ,

Ordered, That a copy of the Resolutions respecting the

Lottery be delivered to the Managers, and that the said
Managers proceed immediately in carrying the Lottery into
execution.

Congress took into consideration the Report of the Com-
mittee 011the application from tbe Convention of New- York,
respecting the waste of Hides in the Army: Whereupon,

Resolved, That tbe Commissaries in each Department, be
directed to employ proper persons to take immediate charge
of the Hides and Tallow in their respecti ve Districts; that
the former may be tanned into Leatber, or, at least, so far
cured as to prevent their being spoiled, and the latter ren-
dered into kegs or casks, that there be no waste oT those
valnabll. articles, but that tbey may be stored for the use of
the Continent, and be subject to the orders of Congress;
and that tbe said ComJnissaries be strongly urged to pay
due attention to this Resolve, it being a matter of consider-
able importance.

Resolved, That two months' Pay be advanced to Dr.
Ludwig, of tbe German Battalion; he to be accountable.

A state of the inconveniences to which the Troops on the
Eastern-Shore of Virginia are particularly subject, was laid
before Congress and read:

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.
A Letter, of the 16th, from Joseph Trumbull, Commis-

sary-General, was read, advising that he has, on that day,
drawn on the President, at four days' sight, in favour of Mr.
llJatthew IrllJ1:n, for the sum of 20,000 Dollars, to purchase
Pork and Flour, and desiring the same may be paid and
charged to his (J. Trumbull's) account:

Resolved, That the President draw an order on the Treas-
urer for the payment of the said BilJs, and that the money
be accordingly charged to the account of J. Trumbull.

The several matters to this day referred.being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, NQvember 23,1776.

A Letter, of the 19th and 21st, from General Washington,
was read:

Resolved, That 500,000 Dollars be sent to the Paymas-
ter-General :

Tbat 250,000 Dollars be sent to Richard Dallam, Esq.
Resolved, That a Committee of Five be appointed, with

full powers, to devise and execute measures for effectually
reinforcing General Washington, and obstructing the pro-
gress of General Howe's Army; and that they be directed
to proceed immediately on tbis business.

The Members chosen, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Smith, Mr. Chase,
1\11'.Clymer, and Mr. Stockton.

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to order
the Virginia Battalion, on the Eastern Shore of Virginia,
and the two Pennsylvania Battalions, commanded by Col-
onel ~lt1ackayand Colonel Cooke, to march, with all possible
expedition, the former to Philadelphia, and the tWo latter
by the nearest route to Brunswick, in New-Jersey, or to
join General Washington wherever he may be; and that
the said Board is empowered to use every means in their
power to expedite the march of these Troops; and they are
ordered to attend immediately to tbis business.

]n order the better to oppose the progress of General
110we' s Army,

Resolved, That General Washington be directed forthwith
to order, under his immediatecommand,such of the forces, .

now in the N orthem Department, as have been raised in tbe
States of Pennsylvania and New-Jersey, and tbat the Com-
mandino-Officer in the Nortbern Department be directed to
apply t(; the Legislatures of the Eastern States, to afford him
such assistance as they may stand in need of.

Resolved, That General Washington be directed to pro-
pose to Genera] Howe, an exchange of William Franklin,
Esq., late Governour of New-Jersey, for Brigadier-Genpral
Thompson.

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due,
To the Committee of Northampton County, and to be

paid to Jesse Jones, for sundry supplies of Provisions,
Wagons, &c., to the Militia on their ma!'ch to New-Jersey,
and fo!' supplies to Prisoners and Continental Troops, the
sum of 1,337 54-90th Do1Jars:

To John Ashbe, for a Wag-on, Horses, and a N l'gro Man,
his property, lost in tbe service of the States at New- York,
the sum of 786 60-90th Do1Jars:

To John Cox, for eight Rifle Guns, suppJied by Edward
Snicker, for the use of Captain Gabriel Long's Company,
of Virginia Riflemen, 146 60-90th Dollars:

To Lieutenants Bogart and Ball, two Prisoners of the
British Navy, and to be paid to James Smith, Esq., fo!' their
allowance, from 9th Ju.ly to 19th November, 1776, inclusive,
19 weeks, at 2 Dollars a week, 76 Do]]ars :

To Brigadier-General Armstrong, for his pay and rations,
from 1st March to 23d November, instant, inclusive, and his
travelling expenses to and from South-Carolina, 1,781
63-90th Do1Jars:

To Dr. David Jameson,for sundry medicines and attend-
ance to sick Soldiers of Captain Grier's Company, and
Captain Nelson's Company, in Continental service, the sum
of 290 24-90th Dollars:

To Colonel Jeremiah Dugan, for sundry supplies to the
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Army in Canada, for which he has now produced a voucher,
the want of which prevented the same being reported the
19th of AUl;ust last, the sum of 484 73-90th Dollars:

To the Board of War, for Richard Dallam, Esq., Dep-
uty Paymaster-General, his draft, dated New-Brunswick,
the 21st instant, in favour of Colonel ClementBiddle, Dep-
uty Quartermaster-General, the sum of 10,000 Dollars:

That there should be paid to Richard Bache, Esq., Post-
master-General, as an advance, for the use of the Post Office,
2,666 60-90th Dollars:

. Ordered, That the said sums be paid.

Resolved, That by any thing heretofore done, it is not in-
tended to prejudice or strengthen the right or claim of the
United States, or any of them, to any Lands in America, nor
to determine in what proportion or manner the expensesof the
war shall be raised or adjusted, except as to the firstThree
Millions of Dollars emitted by Congress, and a farther emis-
sion of Three Millions of Dollars, on December ~6, 17'75.

Resolved, That ~O,OOODollars be advanced to the Com-
missoners appointed by the Convention of Maryland, to raise
their quota of Troops; they to be accountable.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock (;>0Monday.

Monday, November 25, 1776.

A Letter, of the 23d, from General Washington, at New-
ark, was read: .

Ordered,That it bereferredto a Committee of the Wh01e;
and that General Mijlin, who brought the Letter, be desired
to attend the said Committee.

Congl'ess then resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole; and, after some time, the President resumed the
chair, and Mr. Nelson reported, that the Committee have
had under considerationthe Letter referred to them, and
have heard Brigadier-General Mijlin * on the subject; and
thereupon came to sundry Resolutions, which he wasordered
to report; but, that not having come to a conclusion, de-
sired 1eave to sit again.

The Resolutions reported from the Committee of the
Whole, being read, were agreed to as follows:

Resolved, That the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania,
be requested to call forth immediatelythe Associators in the
City and Liberties bf Philadelphia, and in the Countiesof
Philadelphia, Chester, Bucks, and Northampton, to con-
tinue in the service of the United States six weeks from the
time they join the Army, unless sooner discharged by Con-
gress :

That the Volunteers who shalI enroll to serve the United
States to the 10th of March next, shall, nevertheless, be
discharged as soon :is the situation of publick affairs will
possibly admit; it being the intention of Congress to detain
them no longer than the present emergency shallrender it
absolutely necessary:

That 35,000 Dollars be advanced to the Council of
Safetyof P~nns!Jlvania, for the publick service the said
State to be accountable:

1>.Memorandum by CHARLES TaoMsoN, respecting the posilion, /i;c., "J'c., of
the AMERICAN Troops.

G. ~1. at Newark with 3,500; the whole on this side under 6,000, and
on the east side 11,000. General H. can send 15,000, leaving sufficient
to garrison, 6,000 now on this side river; whole force 21,000 effective.
He has taken vessels of shallow drawing, to carry 10,000. Dob Fen,!!
hazardous. Peek's Kill. General Lee proposed not to move any from
White-Plains, but to order 2,000 for General Heath's division at Peek's Kill.
At least 10,000 necessary to be sent to reinforce G. W. Best place of
rendezvous Princeton. These, added to the present force, apprehended
to be sl,lfficient. Fourteen pieces brass artillery on this side. At least
two hundred pieces. Want a further supply of Artillery-men, not less
than 500. Body of Horse essentially necessary. Great losses for want
of them. Clothing wretched. General want of blankets, stockings,
and shoes; none in store. Loss in Q.. M. General at Fort Lee, small;
company of Artillery large, viz: cannon, mortars, and first stores. Gen-
eral Bell's brigade loss whole baggage. Two thousand barrels of lIour.
Clothing of Colonel Hand's ballaHon. Two thousand barrels in Fort
Washington. Many stragglers of regiment broke coming on with arms.
Hand lost one hundred of his men at Fort Washington. Great com-
plaints respecting Surgeons. Sick removed to Springfield and other
towns in rear of "Vewark. Number of disaffected In neighbourhood of
Army. Captain Waters, of Smallwood's, losl for want of timely assist-
ance. Great complaint for want of pay, but often without cause.
Arms to the eastward not yet sent for proper sta

General JI1ijfiin has it in orders from General W. to inform Congress
it will be absolutely necessary to call some of the General Officers to
Congress, to confer on the regulations of the Army for the next cam-
paign. Five hundred thousand musket-cartridges to be got ready and
sent forward as fast

That 4,000 Do]]ars be advanced to Colonel Hausegger,
for the use of hi~ Battalion; he to be accountable:

That the Board of War be directed to ordE)rthe Germu'(&
Battalion to march immediately, and join General 1Vash-
ington:

That the said Board write to Governour Henry, of Vir-
ginia, and request him to order the Light-Horse, in the ser-
vice of that State, to mitrch with alI possible expedition, to,
joi n General Wasltington:

That the said Board order BrigaeJier-General Roche de
Fermoy to repair immediately to General Washington, in-
stead of going to the northward.

.

Resolved, That General Mijlin be directed to stay in the
City of Philadelphia until General Washington shall require
his attendance at the camp, and that General Washington
be informed of this by the President.

Resolved, That Congress will, to-morrow, resol ve itself
into a Committee of the Wh01e, to take into consideration
the state of the Army.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, November 26, 1776.

A Letter, of the 8th, fromGeorge]}lorgan,at Pittsburg,
and one, of the :21st, fi'om the Council of Safety of Mary-
land, were read.

R~solvtd, That 1,000 Dollars be advanced to Robert
Erwin, Wagon master-General, for the publick service; he to .
be accountable.

Congress being informed that some persons in the City of
Philadelphia, governed by principles inimical to the cause
of Amel'ica, and with views of avarice and extortion, have
monopolized and engrossed Shoes, Stockings, and other ne-
cessaries for the Army, whilst the Soldiers of the Continent,
fighting for the liberties of their country, are exposed to the
injuriesof the weather, at this inclement season:

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Assembly of
the State of Pennsylvania, to adopt such immediate meas-
ures for remedying this evil, as their wisdom shalI suggest to
be adequate to the present purpose, and for preventing like
pernicious practices for the future.

The Board of War brought in a Report, which was takell
into consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That a Regiment of ArtilIery, to be armed
with m~sketsand bayonets, instead of fusees, be raised ill

the State of Virginia, on Continental establishment; the
two Companies already raised there to be part of the said
Regiment; which is to be composed of one Colonel, one
Lieutenant-Colonel, one Major, and ten Companies, each to
consist of one Captain, three Lieutenants, one Sergeant, four
Bombardiers, eight Gunners, four Corporals, and forty-eight
lVIatrosses.

Resolved, Tbat 1,150 Dollars be paid to Gerard Wm.
Beekman, or order, and charged to the account of Richard
Dallam, Esq., Deputy Paymaster-General, the same being in
full of a draft of the said R.Dallam on R. Peters, Esq., Sec-
rptary of tbe Board of War, in favourof thesaidGerard Win.
Beekman, dated New-Brunswick, NOt,embfJr 15th, 1776.

Mr. F. Lewis, Jun., having informed Congress that he
cannot, consistent with his private engagements, undertake
to be a Manager of the Lottery, 'and desiring he may be
excused from that service,

Resolved, That he be excused; and that another be ap-
pointed in his room:

The ballots being taken, Dr. David Jackson was elected.
Ordered, Tbat the Committee, who brought in the

scheme of the Lottery, confer with the Managers thereof,
in order that they may proceed on that business.

Congress resolved itself into a Committee of the Wh01e,
to take into considpration the state of the Army; and after
some time spent thereon, the President resumed the chair,
and Mr. Nelson reported, that the Committee have had
under consideration the matter to them referred, and have
come to sundry Resolutions, which he was ordered to lay
before Congress.

The Resolutions reported from the Committee of the
Whole, being read, were agreed to as foHows:
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Resolved, That the Cannon Committee be directed to
inquire what quantity of Cannon al'e on board the prize-ship
that arrived yesterday in the Port of Philadelphia; and, if
they are fit for Field-Artillery, to take measures to have
tbem mounted on proper carriages, and sent to General
Washington: .

Tbat the Assembly of the State of Pennsylvania be re-
quested to give immediate direction, that the brass Field-
pieces, with the Artillery companies, or the Field-pieces
singly, if there be no such Companies belonging to this State,
be, with a]) possible expedition, sent to General Washing-

ton's Army in New-Jersey, and that they be assured tbat, as
soon as the situation of our affairs wi]) admit, they sha]) be
returned, or others in lieu of the said Field-pieces:

That Mr.. Mease, the Continental Commissary in the
City of Pltiladelphia, be directed to go to the several shops
and stores, in the said city, and purchase, for the use of the
Army of the United States, sucb articles as are necessary
for them, at this and the approaching season of the year;
and that he be empowered to employ as many persons as
he shall judge necessary to assist him in this service:

That the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania be requested,
with all possible expedition, to cause application to be made
to the House-keepers and others in the said State, for as
many Blankets and Woollen Stockings as each can spare
for tbe use of the Soldiers under the immediate command
of General Washington, in New-Je1"Sey; and that they be
delivered, a5 fast as collected, to Mr. J. ~~Iease, the Conti-
nental Commissary:

Tbat it be recommended to the said Council of Safety to
appoint persons to appraise the Blankets and Woollen
Stockings, so c01lected as aforesaid, that the value of them
may be paid:

That tbe Committee, who are spnt to the Camp, be di-
rected to make particular inquiry into the abuses in the
Medical Department in the Army, and report thereon to
Congress.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, November 27,1776.

A Memorial from Thomas Denefwas read:
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.

The Board of War brought in a Report, which was taken
into consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That Congress appoint the Officers of the Artil-
lery Battalion, agreed to be raised in Virginia.

A Petition and Memorial from John Sergeant was read:
Ordered, That it be referred to tbe Committee on the

Letter frolTJ Thomas Cushing, Esq.,* and that tbe Report
on tbat subject by tbem made, be recommitted.

Resolved, That the Delegates from the four New-Eng-
land Governments be directed to take the most effectual
measures to have, at least, 10,000 pair of Sboes, and 10,000
pair of Stockings, purchased in tbose States, and sent for-
ward to General Washington's Head-Quarters, with all
possible expedition, for the use of the soldiers under his
command.

Tbat a Committee of Three be appointed to procure a
translation into the German language of the Treaty between
the Courts of London and Hesse, for Troops to be employed
in America. That the said Committee be fully authorized
to pursue means the most effectual in their judgment for

"Report oj the Committee appointed to eonsider of the Letter from TUOMAS
CUSHING, E~q., concerning the IJ,tHAN Jllissionaries.

[Recommitted November 27,1776.]
The Committee to whom the Letter from Thomas Cushing, Esquire,

was referred, have examined the matter thereof, and come to the follow-
in" Resolutions thereupon, viz:

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee that Mr. Samuel
Kirkland and Mr. .1m.on Crosby, whom the Commissioners at Boston,
appointed by the S~cj~ty fo~ Propagating the Gospel among the Indians,
had emp]oyed as MlsslOnanes for that purpose, ibe former at Oneida, and
the other at Onaquaughe, he continued in their offices one year from the
expiration of that for which they are now engaged; and that each of
them be allowed a sa]ary of four hundred and sixteen doHars and two-
thirds of a dollar, equal to one hundred pounds sterling, to be reim-
bursed by the said Commissioners when they shaJJ receil'e money suf-
ficient from the said Society.

Resolved, 'l'hRt it is the opinion of this Committee, that the United
States ought not to contribute to the support of a Missionary to the
-Alohekon Indians, of whom some reside at Stockbridge, in the State of
Massachusett$- Bay, and o1.h...s, at ieveral places in the State of New- York.

communicating to the Hessians tbe said Treaties, and for
accomplishing the views of Congress in their Resol ves of the
14th and 27th of August last.

The Members chosen, Mr. Wilson, Mr. R. H. Lee, and
MI'. S. Adams.

Ordered, That the Secret Committee take proper and
effectual measures to procure a quantity of Hard Monf'Y,
not less than 20,000 Dollars, to be lodged in the hands of
the Commander-in-Chief, for the purpose of secret ser-
vices.

Tbe Committee who were appointed, in conjunction with
. the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania, to examine Besso-
net and his Bar-keeper, having reported, that after the most
diligent inquiry, tbey find nothing proved against Mr. Bes-
sonet, and tbat the Council of Safety and said Committee
are of opinion he ought to be discharged:

Ordered, That the said Committeeinformthe said Coun-
cil of Safety, that Congress have no objection to their dis-
charging Mr. Bessonet.

The Committee appointed to repair to the Northern
Army, having returned, made a Report,* which was read:

Ordered, That the same, together with the Papers ac-
companying it, be referred to a Committee of Five, and that
the said Committee be directed to sit from day to day, and
report as soon as possible to Congress.

The Members chosen, Mr. S. Adams, Mr. Clymer, Mr.
Livingston, Mr. Wythe, and Mr. Harrison.

Resolved, That the sum of 2,500 Dollars be paid to Mr.
Abraham Livingston, and charged to the account of Jona-
than Trumbull, Jun., Esq., Deputy Paymaster-Genera], the
same being in full of his draft in favour of the said A. Liv-
7~ngston,dated Albany, 14th November, 1776.

'"
Report of the Committee sent to the Northern Department.

[That supplying the Army hy contract is practicable. Estimates and
calcu]ations by Genera] Gates, Schuyler, and for articles, &c., encJosed.
Read and referred to Committee of Five, 27 November, 1776.]
The Committee appointed by Congress to go to TicondC1'oga, be.. ]eave

to report, that after having obtained all possible iuformation i~ their
power respecting the nature and extent of the important subject of sup-
plying the Northern Army by contract, they (your Committee) are of
opinion, t~at at presen~ the me.asure cannot be a~opted under any idea
of promotmg the pubhck serVICe. Your CommIttee have entered into
this s~bject in con~ersation with your present Commissary-General,
and wIth your Majors-General Schuyler and Gates, and also with two
gent]emen who offered themselves as contractors. The lowest terms on
which a contract cou]d he obtained have been fuHy considered by your
Committee, and after the most e.xact calculations, have been compared
wIth the present mode ofsupplymg the Army; the rssuJt of all which
in the opinion of your CommIttee, IS, tbat the present mode ought to h~
continued, under such farther regulations as shall appear proper to be
made: and your Committee beg leave to recommend your present Com- .

missary-Genfra] as o!,e of. the most dil~gent and able officers, and by
any means to be retamed m your serv~c~. Your Committee also beg
leave further to report, that they have vlslted the Genera] Hospital for
the Northern Army, situated at F01.t George; that there is Ii range of
bui]dings ertcted convenient for the purpose, which on the 20th of October
]ast contained about four hundred sick, incJuding those wounded and
se!lt from General J1rJlol(I'~ fleet; that they were sufficiently supplied
wIth fresh mutton and Indian mea], but wanted vegetables; that the Di-
rector-General in that department obtained a 1arge supply of medicines
but that the sick suffered much for want of good female nurses and
comfortable bedding; many of those poor creatures being obJjged to lay
upon the bare boards. Y ou.r CommIttee endeavoured to procure straw
as the best temporary expedient; but they earnestly recommend it to the
attention of Congress, that aquantity of bedding b~speedily furnished
agreea!.']e to a note in paper .No. 1. A Hospital, in the opinion of you;
Committee, should be contInued at Fort George, for the reception of
persons infected with contagious disorders; but your CommIttee are
clearly of opinion that the General Hospital for the Army stationed at
Tyconderogn ought to be erected on the opposite grounds, caned .Mount
Independence, Po,.t George being at much too great a distance. Your Com-
mittee recommend that a quantity of vegetables be sent to Tyconderoga
without delay, agreeable to a note in paper No.2. And a]so, they are of
opinion, that extensive gardens should next spring be made on -Alou.nt
Independenee, from w!.'ence the Army mi.ght be supplied with vegetables
at a much mOTe certam and Jess expensive rate than otherwise. Your
Committee cannot omit mentioning under this head, the complaints
which they have received from persons of aH mnks, in and out of the
Army, respecting the neg]ect and iJ1-treatment of the sick. It is shock-
ing to the feelings of humanity, as we]] as ruinous to the pubJick service
that so deadly an evil hath been so l.ong without a remedy . Your Com:
mlttee ?o not undertake to determme from what quarter this mischief
hath arIsen; but they most earnestly recommend that a strict inquiry be
immediately made into the conduct of the several Directors.Genera] of
Hospita]s, their Surgeons, other officers and servants, and that exem-
plary puniehment be inflicted on all such as shall be found to have neg-
lected their duty.

Your CommIttee are a]so of opinion, that the number of troops five
thousand, mentioned in paper No.2, should be garrisoned and c';n~oned
in the Northern pepa~tment during the next winte~; and they recom-
mend to the conSIderatIOn of Congress the other partIcu]ars contained in
paper. No.2, and also th?se contained in papers No.3 and 4, and in an
especial manner the note m page 10 of paper No.3, respecting the build-
ing of some 1arge vesse]s 011Luke Champlain.

Your Committee a]so beg leave to recommend to the immediate allen-
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The navigation should be effectually stopped by sinking cassoons at
small distances, and joined together by string pieces, so as at the same
time to serve for !t bridge between the fortificatIOns on the east and west
side. This work should be executed in the winter; but as these fortifi-
cations would not prevent the enemy from drawing their small craft over
land from the Three .'\Jile Point into Lalce George, the passage of that
lake should be also obstructed, either by cassoons from island to island
in the Narrows if practicable, or by floating batteries. Whilst a part of
the Army is employed in this service, another body of troops should be
sent to Fort Sianwix to strengthen that fortification, and to make some
others at such places near the Mohawk's river as may be deemed best for
the purpose of retarding the enemy should they make themselves master
of Fort Stanwix. And that we may be well prepared and every depart-
ment rut in order, I conceive it necessary that the commanding officers
of artillery should be directed to procure every ner,essary in his depart-
ment, that we may not have to seek it when the campaign opens. That
the Chief Engineer be directed to do the like. That the Quartermaster-
General do the same; and the like order be given to the Commissary-
General. That all the batteaus now on Lake Champlain and Lake Gem-ge
should be put into the best repair as early as possible, in the months of
February or .~[arch, at farthest. That one hundred batteaus be built in
those months at Schenectady. That a quantity of boards and plank
should be collected at Fm.t George.

That a sufficiency of pitch, oakum, and whatever may be necessary
for building and repairing vessels, floating batteries, or batteaus, be col-
lected and conveyed to Fort George', Fort .Ilnn, Skenesborough, and Sche-
nectady, in the course of the winter.

That provisions for five thousand men, for eight months, be immedi-
ately brought to .!llbany, and carried in winter to Fm't .Ilnn, a like quan-
tity to remain in store at .Illbany, to be sent to the westward, if there be
occasion. This is a matter that ought immediately to be attended to,
and therefore a sufficient quantity of salt should directly be sent to
.!llbany.

That a large traiJII of both heavy and light artillery should be sent in
the course of the winter, part to remain at .!llbany, and as much as may
be necessary for Tycondel'oga and Fort Gem-ge to be sent there. ThIs
must be done in winter, at once to save a vast expense and that we may
not be embarrassed in the spring with the transportation of articles so
extremely difficult to move.

That a laboratory should be established at.!llbany to fix all the ammu-
nition necessary for the campaign.

That fifteen companies, to consist of a captain or overseer, and thirty
men, be engaged for the batteau service, and to be employed on the high-
ways and other necessary work in the Quartermaster-Genera!'s depart-
ment. It not only ruins soldiers to employ them in such business, and
is more expensive, but also weakens the Army too much. That four
companies of carpenters, to consist of an overseer and twenty-five each,
be engaged to attend the Army. If more are occasionally wanted, they
can be procured in .Illbany or ItS vicinity.

I have taken the liberty to enclose a list of some articles that may be
absolutely necessary, as also copies of the orders I have given for the
Commissary Department, so far as relates to the receiving, issuing, and
delivering provisions.

I wish you to mention to Congress the necessity of attending to the
request of the Six Nations, respecting the Nantikoke Indians.

The giving certificates by officers for carriages employed by them, is
the source of much confusion and unnecessary expense. Congress
might ascertain the number of carriages that should be allowed to each
company, and strictJy prohibit the hiring of carriages for the publick
serVIce without applicatIOn to the Quartermaster-General or some of his
dep_uties. I have enclosed a draft of an order for the purpose.

.

The duty of the Paymasters should be clearly pointed out to them.
Who is to appoint Paymasters to those regiments who yet have none?

What is to be done with the remainder of Livingston's, Hazen',~, and
Duggan's Canadian corps, and with the Canadian refugees now-;n .!lIbany ~

Are Nicholson's and Elmore's regiments to be completed? if so, who
is to grant warrants for recruiting them?

The bedding for the troops should be sent as soon as possible.
Congress has referred the settlement of the accounts of the people

eng-aged in taking Tyconderoga and Crown Point to the Committee of
.!llbany; but has not furnished them with the accounts, which I trans-
mitted to Congress last winter, and without ..hich, and an account of
w hat money has been paid by ile MllJsachusetts and I;onnecticut, those
accounts cannot be settled.

[No.3.] I daily expect some of the Indians; but have nothing to give them.
I wish some provision to be made for them.ALBANY, .Vovember 6th, 1776. He so good as to send me a draft of the Schuylkill Ferry scows with

GJ;:NTLE)IEN: Agreeable to your request, I do myself the honour to their dimensions. I wish to have this as soon as possible.
communicate to you my opinion of what preparations I conceive neces- If fulled woo1len caps could be procured at Philadelphia, a quantity
sary to be made the ensuing winter, and what measures to be adopted, should be sent up to the Army.
effectually to prevent the enemy fr0J!! penetrating into this country by The whipsaws which Congress has ordered should be sent up imme-
the northern or western commUnIcatIOn. diately.

If the enemy are not able to dislodge our troops from Tyconderoga, or Glass for the barracks is much wanted.
penetrate to the Jllohawk river this fall, they will probably attempt an Although the enemy's fleet on I,ake Champlain is formidable, would
expedition in the winter, Canada being able to furnish them with such it not be well to construct very large and strong vessels this winter? If
a number of sleds as will suffice to transport all their artillery and pro- Congress should resolve on doing It, a very large number of carpenters
visions, if their number should be ten thousand; nor will our garrison of should be sent up immediately, and guns and carriages provided.
Tycondel'oga or Port George be any obstacles, as they can easily pass by If shelter can be provided for twenty-five hundred men at Tyconderogll,
the former in s~eds at ,su~h ~ distance as to be out of reach of our cannon, I propose that number to remain there, four hundred at Fm't Ge01'6e, one
and the latter IS too mSlgnIficant to make any resIstance so as much to hundred at Skenesborough, one hundred at Fort.llnn. Barracks are buHd-
retard their progress. It is therefore of the last importance that as much ing at Fm't Edward for four hundred, at Saratoga for one thousand.
of the Army as can be kept together should be cantoned in the vicinity Those in this place will contain about five or six hundred. At Sche-
of this place, of which the enemy will be informed, and it will probably l1ectady barracks are building for six hundred, about two hundred to be
deter them fr,?'m t~e ~ttempt; but should they remain qu~et in Canada kept at.John's town and four hundred at Fort Schuyler, making in all
until next sprmg, It IS reasonable to suppose that they WIll then make about SIX thousand two hundred men.
the most vigorous exertions to penetrate either by Tyconderoga, or, what As the expense in transporting of heavy cannon in wheel carriages
is much more likely, by Fod Stanwix. Both communications, therefore, amounts to about twenty shillings a mile, the differenee in bringing
daim our attentiol).. The fortificatIOns at Tyconderoga should, in my them from Jersey 01' from :Mr. Li1!ingston's furnace, will amount for
opinion, be as much contra:ted as possible, ~nd a fort built on .~Iount eighteen-pounders and upwards to about £150 apiece, Perhaps it may
Inllepernlence to cover batterIes near the lake sIde and the redoubt on the be well to send a skillful person to examine Mr. LiI'ingston's works
Tyconderogll side, so as that the pass may be defended with a few men. and if they are found capable of being employed in casting cannon;

FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. Ill.. '100

An Appeal having been lodged against the sentence passed
in the Court of Admiralty for the State of Virginia, on the
libel,

"
Levin Jones, qui tam, &c., vs. the Sloop Vulcan:"

Resolved, That the hearing and determining the said
Appeal be referred to Mr. Wythe, Mr. Paine, Mr. Wilson,
Mr. Hooper, and Mr. Chase.

tion of Congress the subject of their letter tll Mr. Commissary Trumbull,
dated .!llb"ny, November 10, 1776, and marked No.5.

.Memorandum of sundry articles that may be necessary to carryon the fVorks
in the Nm'thej''''

.qrmy in the year 1777.

A, 2,000 iron spades. 300 augers, of different sizes.
A, 2,000 iron shovels. 150 handsaws, adzes, and other
A, 3,000 feJIing-axes. carpenters'tools.
A, 500 pick-axes. 30 dozen of files, of different sorts.
A, 1,000 bill-hooks. 40 dozen gimlets.
A, 200 stone hammers. 20 dozen nail hammers.
A, 200 mason's trowels. 800,000 !Od. nails.
A, 20 crow-bars. 300,000 6d. do.
300 broad-axes. Ten casks of 20d. (Jails.
50 iron squares. Spikes and other nails as the ser-
100 pair of compasses. vice may determine.
100 pair of framing chisels. A, a large quantity of bar iron.
400,000 feet of inch pine board. Steel.
A large quantity of plank and tim- A, 60,000 feet of 3-inch oak plank,

bel' for gun carriages. for platforms.

The following works are most suitable to be done during the winter
should there be men sent to do it:
Making one hundred platforms for cannon.
1,000 handbarrows. Repairing of the old wood axes.
Pickaxes, shovels, spades, &c. Making carria~es for cannon.
To seeure the otd Fort with plank, by way of bhnds to prevent surprise.
Building of three block-houses on the southeast part of JI[ount Inde-

pendeme.
Building of a block-house east of the old Fort, near the General's Quar-

ters, or back of the store, by the whal'f.
Building of a block-house on the height of the old French lines.
Dri ving piles through the ice across the Lake, to strengthen the boom.

Jllemorandum of WOI'ks to be done near TYCONDEROGAnext spring.

Building a Fort on JI[ount Independence, with four bastions and a covert
way, on the east and south sides.

Finish the barbet batterv with merlons and close the rear.
To repair the old Fort with stone and lime, and build a block-house on

the southwest hill across the Lake.
JEDuT'N BALDWIN, Engineer in the Narthem.!lrmy.

List of the wants of the No>'lhern .!lrmy.

2,500 officers and soldiers for the winter garrison at Tyconderaga and
.~Iount Independence.

2,500 officers and soldiers to be cantoned upon the .'lfohawk and Hltdson's
rivers, .Illbany therein included.

2 large Floating Batteries to be prepared to be built, one to cover the
boom, the other the bridge of communication and to rake the bay
on the soutb side of Tyconderoga.

20 good iron eighteen-pounders, to be sent from Salisbu7'1Jworks as soon
as the snow will answer to transport them.

10 brass six-inch howitzers, with she1ls and an attrail.
A plan of a good Fort upon Mount Independence to be fixed upon and

approved.
As there is an exce1lent bridge over Otter Creelc, at Rutland, and a good

road cut from "~Iount Independence thitber, abundant supplies might
in the winter be thrown in from the Eastern Governments by that
road.

The recruiting the new establishment be pushed with vigour, when the
money wanted and voted the 21st October arrives,

The General Hospital for the future to be upon _tIoImt Independence,
except in case of a contagious disease. Then that at Fort George to
be used.

A quantity of vegetables and antiscorbutics should be sent to Tyconde-
ro"a as soon as possible, as the scurvy is apt to be fatal there in the
sp':-ing of the year without such remedies.

Resolved, That three Members be added to the Com-
mittee appointed to revise the Resolutions reJative to Cap.
tures:

The Members chosen, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Hooper, and
Mr. Chase.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Legislatures of
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the United States, respectively, to pass such laws as win
most effectually tend to prevent the counterfeiting or forging
of the Tickets of the publick Lottery.

A Letter from .Mr. Ross, Mr. Paca, and Mr. With-
erspoon, was read, informing tbat they have appointed
an Assistant Quartermaster and Commissary, to provide

immediately to agree with him, and send up a sufficient number of people
that understand the business.

You will please to mention to Congress that the military chest in this
department is almost exhausted, and that considerable sums will be
wanted to clear with the Army.

The Deputy Adjutant.General, Deputy Quartermaster-General, and
De,JUty Mustermaster-General, have not received their commissions.
They wish to have them sent up.

Who is to give the instructions to the Deputy Mustermaster-General?
I am, gentlemen, very respectfully, your most obedient, humble ser-

vant, PH. SCHUYLER.
Messrs. Stockton and Clymer, Commissioners of Congress.

Whereas great abuses have been committed by troops taking carriages
when on a march from one place to another, without applying to the
proper officers for the same, to the great grievance of the Inhabitants
and detriment to the pub lick service: To remedy which for the future
the following orders and re~ulations are to be strictly observed:

1st. Every company shall be allowed on a march two wagons, each
drawn by two horses, or an ox.cart, drawn by four oxen; two wagons
to the Colonel, one to the Field Officers, and one to the Staff of the
regiment.

The commanding officers of every regiment, troop, or company, that
shall be ordered to march shall be provided with carriages, agreeable to
this reo-ulation. The Quartermaster or Commissary furnishing the car-
riages ~hall give to each driver a written or printed paper, in the follow-
ing words:

"The bearer, A. B., is loaded at this place with baggage of Colonel
C. D. 's regiment. J. R., .11.D. Q. ~1. General.

"
ALBANY, Oc(ober , 1776."

When the carriage is discharged, the commanding officer of the regi-
ment or party shall certify on the back thereof as follows:

"The bearer, A. B., has conveyed baggage of the regiment or party
under my command from .qlbany to this place, and is this day dischar~ed.

"FORT GEORGE, October, 1776. L. M., Colonel.
'

In case a carriage should break down, horses or cattle die, or be
lost on tlle march, and be unable to proceed, it shan be discharged as
above, and the commanding officer shall apply to the nearest Quarter-
{YIaster or Commissary for one to replace it, and if no such Quartermas-
ter or Commissary is at h!lnd, he sh!lll be at liberty to hire one, certify-
ing unde~ his h!lnd to the. next Commiss~ry or Quarterm!lst~r B:tany
post in his route, that he hired such a carrmge at such a place In heu of
one broken down, or the horses of which were de!ld, lost, or un!lble to
proceed, and such Quartermaster or Commissary shall give the driver
a paper as above directed.

If any officer or non-commissioned officer shan employ more carriages
than as above allowed of, he or they so employing them shan pay the
custom!lry price, and in default of maki!lg such pay.ment shall, upon
conviction thereof before a Court of InqUiry, be fined In treble the sum,
for the use of the owner of such c!lrriage, which fine shall be paid by
any Quartermaster, on th.e certificate of the President of the Court-
Martial, who sh!lll transmit an account thereof to the Paymaster-Gen-
eral, that it may be stopped from the Paymaster of the regiment, who is
to deduct it.

If a body of troops be ordered to march from any place where no
Quartermaster or Commissary is stationed, which can very seldom
happen, the General or officer giving the order for marching shall order
the commanding officer to hire wagons agreeable to the above regulation,
and to give c~rtificates; a~d if any stores are t<? be mov~d not imn:e-
diately belonging to th~ re~lment, the <?fficershall m the certificate speCify
what things were carned m each carnage.

To which it is proposed to add:
No Quartermaster, Commissary, officer, or soldier, shall presume to

impress any horse or team. If they cannot be hired, application shall
be made to the civil mal;'istrate, who is hereby directed to impress only
such as shall, in his opmion, be necessary for the then service; which
horses or teams so impressed shaH be subject to the above regulations.

v
GENERAL ORDERS.

Whereas great abuses have heretofore prevailed, as weH in the returns
made for the drawing provisions and in Issuing the same, as by embez-
zlements of those employed in the transportation: In order to prevent
which for the future, the foHowing orders are to be strictly and minutely
attended to and complied with:

The Deputy Commissary-General and his Deputies to keep exact
accounts of all stores, of what kind soever by him forwarded from
one place to another, specifying the particulars gent, the time when, and
the person or persons by whom; delivering at the same time a copy of
such account to the person taking the provision or stores in charge.
Upon the delivery whereof, such person shall receive a certificate from
the Commissary or person to whom the same was to have been deliv-
ered; but if there shaH.be a deficiency in any of the ,articles, the Com-
missary, or person to whom the same shaH be dehvered, shall mark
such deficiency on the certificate, and charge the person to whose care
the provisions or stores had been delivered with such deficiency, in a
book to be kept for that purpose, and tmnsmit a monthly return thereof
to the Deputy Commissary-Genera], who shall immediately send a copy
thereof to the Deputy Paymaster-General, that he may, and he is hereby
required to, deduct the amount out of the pay of such person into whose
care the provisions and stores were delivered; provided always, that if
any provISions or stores sh!lll be lost by unavoidable accident, and the
same can be proved to be so by sworn witnesses, before any officer
comm!lnding at the post where such provisions or stores were tntended
to be sent to, such officers' certi~cate, with the rroofsannexed, shall.b.e a
sufficient voucher to the Commissary to cance such charge, by wntmg

for a number of sick, and take care of stores sent to Prince-
ton.

Ordered, That the President inform them that Congress
approve of the appointments.

Ordered, Th~t the Board of War, in conjunction with a
member of the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania, seize the

over against the charge, "CanceHed by orders of
here.

"No provisions to be issued to any troops but upon a return signed
by the officer commanding a corps, or by the Quartermaster, or by the
officer or non-commissioned officer commanding a party thereof when
detached.

And whereas it has frequently happened that troops who had been
victualled at one post to a certain time, and were ordered from thence,
and arrived at another post before the time to which they were victuaHed
was expired, and have, nevertheless, on their arrival at such post,
drawn provisions as though they were entitled to it; to prevent which,
whenever any corps moves from one place to another, the commanding
officer shaH procure a certificate from the Commissary, signifying to
what day inclusive such corps was victuaHed.

The commanding officer of every party sh!lll do the same; and if a
detachment is composed of men from different eorps, and who are
victua][ed to different days, the return shall be made, and the certificate
sha][ specify the time to which each was victua][ed, and no Commissary
at any post sha][ revictual such men unless such certificate shall be pro-
duced; but lest, by the negligence of any officer in not procuring the
certificate, the men should suffer for want of provisions, and the service
be obstructed, the Commissary is permitted to victual the corps or party,
and to charge the officer commanding therewith, and make return, that
the same may be deducted out of his pay, as in the preceding article;
provided, that if such certificate be procured and delivered within thirty
days after the drawing of such provision, without certificate, the Com-
missary sha][ cancel the charge in manner before LJirected.

Every Commissary to keep the accounts of provision issued to every
corps, or parts or detachments of corps, separately, that it may be
readily compared with the monthly returns as a check upon the pro-
vision returns.

All provision returns, or orders to issue provisions, to be by the
Commissary numbered and endorsed with the date and number of men
victuaHed, and carefully filed, to be produced when called for.

A weekly return to be made to the Commllnder-in.Chief of the depart-
ment, and to the General or officer commanding the troops at ,
of what provisions are in store at every place in the Northern depart-
ment.

'The Commissaries to apply to the commandinl;' officers at every post
for working parties to assist m securing the provisions and stores; and
such commanding officers are hereby required to give such working
parties, and afford all kind of assistance in their power to secure the
provisions and publick stores. Every Commissary in the Northern
department to keep these orders conttnuaHy posted up in his issuing
store, that no person who may be concerned in the execution of them
m!lY plead ignorance.

The officers commanding at the different posts to have copies of them
posted up in one or more of the most publick places about their posts.

Whereas the Commissaries cannot at a][ times furnish every species
of provisions agreeable to the orders of Congress, they are in future to
take receipts specifying the quantity of each sort of provisions which
they may deliver, that if there should be a deficiencr., the soldiers may
have credit for it on a settlement, or be accountable If they have drawn
too much.

, commanding

[No.4.]
List of J1rticles wanted in the N01.thern Department.

Axes.
be got at Mr. Living- Oil-cloths.

Grindstones.
Cordage of all kinds.
Carpenters' tools.
Oakum.
Draft-chains-to be got here.
MiII.saws for Dutch and Engli..h

mills.-These are immediately
wanted.

Sheet-iron for pipes for the stoves
is immediately wanted. I wish
to have 150 sheets expedited the
soonest possible.

Nails.
Iron, (to

ston's. )
Steel.
Pick-axes.
Bill-hooks.
Spades.
Shovels.
Crowbars.
Tents.
Camp-kettles.
Canteens.
H!lndspikes, (to be made here.)
50 iron stoves, with pipes, wanted

immediately for the barracks-
wrote for.

[No.5.]
ALBANY, November 10, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Among our Other inquiries respecting the Army in the
Northern department, we have asked about the disposition of the hides
of the cattle which have been killed during the last campaign, and we
are much concemed to find that your Deputies here and at Tyconde,'oga
have, without any directions from you, contracted for the sale of them
at prices exceedingly inadequate to their real value, and also to the
sums which they would have readily brought.

Mr. J1ve,'y, it seems, contracted with Mr. Ogden, of Elizabeth-Town,
for two thousand hides, at a medium price between seven and ten shil-
lings to the whole of the hides; afterwards with other persons for thir-
teen shillings and four pence, then for fifteen shillings, and since for
twenty or twenty-two shillings. Mr. Avery tells us that the hides would
have spoiled in the summer without the ext1'll0rdinary care of a pur-
chaser, and for that re!lson he sold them at so (ow a price. In this he
is certainly mistaken; or, if he is not, a person should have been
appointed to take such care; and, at all events, these gentlemen should
not h!lve proceeded in so capital an article without orders. The common
price for a hide durin/? this season has been three dollars here. You
will therefore immediately perceive the great loss the Continent wiJI
sustain. We have directed Mr. .llvC1'y to proceed no further with sueh
contracts, those which he has made extending to the end of this month;
and we have desired him to write immediately to Mr. Jansen to desist.
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person and papers of Monsieur Bonvolour; and having ex-
amined him and them, report to Congress.

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to detain
such of the Companies of the German Battalion as have
not already marched.

The several'matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, November 28,1776.

Resolved, That 200 Dollars be admnced to TVilliam

You will be pleased to enforce these orders in such a manner as YOll
may think most proper; and it seems to us at present that the best
method to make the most of the hides wiU be to have them carefulJy
hung up, and upon their being dry, to .send them .down to J!lbany by
the returning batteaus and wagons, which are oblIged to brmg them
without expense to the publick. They can then either be sold here or
sent elsewhere, as Congress may direct.

With much respect, we are, sir, your most obedient, humble servants,
RICHARD STOCKTON,
GEO. CLVMER.

To Mr. Commissary Trumbull.

Copy:
ANTHONY WAYNE, Colonel Commandant.

J. L4,NBING, Jun.,
Secretary to .Major-General SCHUYLER.

Whitely, Lieutenant-Colonel of Colonel Richardson's Bat-
talion of the Flying-Camp, from :Maryland, for the use of
some sick Soldiers of said Battalion, in Philadelphia, for
which he is to be accountable.

Resolved, That William Bradford, Second Lieutenant
in Captain Smith's Company, of Colonel Stevenson's Bat-
talion, be promoted to the rank of First Lientenant, in the
room of the First Lieutenant of the said Company, re-
signed.

A plan of an ArtiJIery Yard being laid before Congress:*
Ordered, That it be referred to a Committee of Three:

.11Calculation of Ordnance and OrdnanceStorestcantedfor theJlrmyqf the
Northern Department, made by order of the Honourable .Major-General
SCHL'YLER. Dated in Camp at TVCONDEROGA,November 30, 1776.

~

'0
Cannon with garrison car- ~

riages. "2
'"o~

24-pounders .. . . . . .15.. 1500
18. . . . . .. . . . ... .. .15.. 1500
12 .17.. 1700
9 . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. 7.. 700
6 . . . ., . . . . .. . . . .. 7.. 700
4 . . . ,. .. . . . . . . . .. 7.. 700
3 . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .10. . 100

Light cannon on travellillg
carriages.

12-pounders. . . ... . . .4. .
6 .4..
4. . . . . .. . . ... . . . . .4. .
3. . . . . .. . . .. . .. . ..8. .

'"'-.;
..::::
m

Royal howitz.. . . . .6... 1468
4 3-inch howitz 1060

- -

-Z
t:I

'"'"
'"§

'"Zn
'"

Two sets powder measures.
Fifteen ton of old junk.
One ton of slow match.
Thirty sets of drag ropes, A.
Twenty sets of men's harness, A.
Two gins, with blocks and falls,

A.
Ten sets of spare falls, A.
Fifty weight of copper or brass

wire, for priming wires.
One doz. of melting ladles, A.
Fifty large priming horns, screw

bottoms, with spring tops and
belts, A.

Twenty-five haversacks, A.
300 yards of oil cloth, for cover-

ing ammunition.
One gross of gimlets, of different

lengths.
Fifty weight of kit.
Fifty weight of flack.
Fifty weight of cotton wick.
Yarn for quick match.

'0..::::

'""C
<=:

'"oc.:

200
200
200
400

Two galls. of spirits of wine.
150 weight antimony.
]50 weight saltpetre, A.
150 weight brimstone.
50 hammer~ and 30 knippers, A.
1000 weight of twine.
Seven sets of calipers for measur-

ing shot, and 3 for carriages.
500 weight of small lines for quilt-

illg of the grape shot, A.
Colours, oil and brushes sufficient

to paint 250 carriages of a lead
colour; likewise some painters'
pencils.

500 dressed sheepskins, for cov-
ering sponges, A.

20,000 14-oz. tacks, for sponges.
5,000 copper nails, for ladles.
60 tons of cannon powder.
Two standards, one for Ticonde-

roga, the other for .Mount In-
dependence-the ground work
Llue, ten yards by fifteen, A.

Cartridge paper for muskets, 140 ream. Flints, 100,000. Lead for
musket balls, 67 tons. Musket powder, 34 tons. Thread, for musket
eartridges, 500 Ibs.

N. B. If the above-mentioned cannon cartridges and eanisters can-
not b~ procured ready made, t~ere must be sent paper, flannel, and tin
suffiCIent to make them; lIkewise to send eopper suffieient to make two
ladles of the sizes above-mentioned. If the above port-fires, tubes, and
fusees can be procured read r fitted, then th~ articles of saltpetre, anti-
mony, and brImstone, mentIOned above, mJght be omitted. A Com-
missary of Ordnance would be of infinite service in this Department. a
Master of Laboratory and two Conductors. '

EBENEZER STEVENS, .lflajot- of Jlrtillery.

~ Plan of an Jlrtillery Yard.
[Read November 28,1776: Referred to Mr. R. II. Lee, Mr. Paine, Mr.

.Middleton. ]

That an Artillery Yard, with proper cover to exercise under in bad
weather, be immediat.ely erected at

That a Master or Direct.or of such yard be appointed.
~hat proper persons be employed, well skilled in the management o(

Artillerv.
Thai" they be empowered to inlist into the Continental service as

~
z...
:=o
z>oj

*
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The Members chosen, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Paine, and
Mr. IJliddleton.

Resolved, That 533 1-3 Dol1ars be advanced to Colonel
L. Cadwalader, for the use of the men belonging to his
Battalion; he to be accountable.

That a like sum of 5331-3 Dollars be advanced to Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Penrose, for tne use of the men belonging to
Colonel Magaw's Battalion; he to be accountable.

The Committee to whom was referred the Report of the
Committee lately sent to the Northern Army, brought in a
Report,* which was taken into consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That a Letter be sent to Governour Trumbull,
desiring him to order twenty Cannon, carrying shot of 18
pounds weight, to be cast at Salisbury Furnace, and trans-
ported to Ticonderoga, with all possible expedition:

That skillful persons be sent to examine the Salisbury
and Mr. Livingston's Founderies; and if it be found that a
sufficient number of Cannon may be cast there, that proper
artificers be forthwith employed in that work, an agreement
being first made with Govel'l1our Trumbull and Mr. Lit'ing-
ston for that purpose:

That the Commissary-General be directed to procure
Provisions sufficient for 5,000 men, during eight months, to
be sent to Albany, and from thence to Fort Anne, and the
like quantity to remain in Albany, and be removed else-
where, as occasion may require; and that the Commissary-
General be directed to send to Albany, a sufficient quantity
of Salt to cure the said Provisions:

That General Schuyler be informed of the Cannon ordered
from Salisbury to Ticonderoga, and directed to have Car-
riaO"esprovided for them.

Resolved, That the Committee have leave to sit again.

A Letter of the 19th, from General Schuyler at Saratoga,
was read.

Resolved, That the Commissary-General be empowered
to import such quantities of Rice from the Southern States,
as he shaH think necessary for the use of the Army.

The Medical Committee, to whom Dr. Shippen's Letter
was referred, brought in a Report, which was taken into
consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That Dr. iUorgan take care of such sick and
wou.nded of the Army of the United States, as are on the
east side of Hudson's River, and that Dr. Shippen take care
of such sick and wounded as are on the west side of Hud-
son's River; and that they both be directed to use the
utmost diligence in superintending the Surgeuns and Mates
of the Army, so that the sick and wounded may be effect-
ually provided with every thing necessary for their recovery.

mllnyable-bodied men as shall be willing to in\.ist into the Artillery ser-
vice.

That the men be constantly exercised at the guns, in the ArtiUery
Yard, as bombardiers and gunners.

That the most expert be from time to time drafted and sent to the
Army.

That no man be promoted to any office in the Artillery service, unti!
he has given proofs and specimens of his abi!ities in the said yard.

That novices, on their first inlistment to learn the ArtiUery service,
sha1l be aI\owed soldiers' pay.

That as soon os the Master shaH report to the Board of War, thllt
'l.ny of the said novices are qualified for the respective duties ofmatrosses,
gunners, or bombardiers, they shall thereupon be advanced to the pay
of such characters respectively.

.. November 28, 1776. Report of the Committee to whom was referred the
Report oj the Committee lately sent to the .Northern .army-last article
postponed.

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the Report of the
Committee lately sent to the Northern Army, beg leave to make report,
and pray that they may be allowed to sit again.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that a Letter be
ient to Governour Trumbull, desiring him to order twenty Cannon, car-
rying shot of eighteen pounds weight, to be cast at Salisbury lron.W orks,
and transported to Ticonderoga with all possible expedition.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that skillful persons
be sent to examine the Salisbury and Mr. Livingston's Founderies, and
if it be found that a sufficient number of Cannon may be cast there,
that proper artificers be forthwith employed on that work, an agreement
being first made with Governour Trumbull and Mr. Livingston for that
purpose.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the Commis-
sary-General be directed to procure Provisions sufficient for five thou-
sand men, during eight months, to be sent to .Illhany, and from thence
tp Fort .anne, and the like quantity to remain in .albany, and be removed
elsewhere as occasion may require; and that the Commissary be directed
to send a sufficient quantity of Salt.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, tbat one thousand
good BJankets, and five hundred Mattresses and Pillows, be purchased
or otherwise procured, and sent to .illbany, for the use of the Hospital in
the Northern Army.

Resolved, That 100,000 DolJars be advanced to the Del-
egates of South-Carolina, the said State to be accountable.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, November 29,1776.

A Letter from S. Purviance, and one from J. Connolly,
and a Petition from J. Sullivan, were read:

Ordered, That the Petition from J. Sullivan be referred
to a Committee of three, and that they be directed to in-
quire minutely into the facts relative to the capitulations
entered into by Major Sherbourne and Major Butterfield
in Canada; that they be empowered tp send for persons and
papers, and to examine witnesses on oath, and that they
report to Congress.

The Memb~rs chosen, Mr. Chase, Mr.lIarrison, and Mr.
Wythe.

Ordered, That Mr.lt1ease supply the sick Soldiers, in the
House of Employment in Phaadelphia, each with one Shirt.

A Petition from Major John Lamb was read: Where-
upon,

Resolved, That the General be directed to include Major
Lamb in the next exchange of Prisoners.

The Committee on the affairs of the Northern Army,
brought in a farther Report,* which was taken into consid-
eration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That the Medical Committee be directed 10
provide sufficient qnantities of Antiscorbutics for the use of
the Hospitals in the Northern Army:

That the Hospital at Fort George be continued for the
reception of Soldiers labouring with contagious diseases, and
that there be a General Hospital erected on lYlount Inde-
pendence :

That a suitable spot of ground for a Garden be enclosed
in the neighbourhood of the General Hospital, to supply the
Army with Vegetables; and that labourers be hired to cul-
tivate it, under the direction of an overseer, to be appointed
by the General or Commanding Officer:

That the General or Commanding Officer, in eacb of the
Armies, cause strict inqniry to be made into tbe conduct of
the Directors of the Hospitals, and their Surgeons, Officers,
and Servants, and of the Regimental Surgeons, that if there
has been any just ground of complaints in those departments,
the offen~ers may be punished: .

That the Colonel or Commanding Officer of every Regi-
ment, make frequent inquiry into the health of the men under

.. Report .;VQvember29, 1776, on the Northern .i]rmy; agreed to.

The Committee to whom the Report of the I?;entlemen who were di-
rected to repair to Ticonderoga, and the Papers therein mentioned, were
reftrred, have come to several other Resolutions thereupon, viz:

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the Northern
Army may be supplied more advantageously and conveniently in the
present mode by the Commissary-General governing himself by such
regulations as have been, antI may be from time to time ordained, by
the General or Commander-in-Chief, than by contractors.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the Com-
missllry-General be directed, without fail, to suppJy the Northern Army'
this winter with Vegetables twice in every week, or more frequently, If
possible, and that they be well supplied with Vine~ar.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this CommIttee, that two large
Floating-Batteries be built on Lake Champlain to cover the Boom and
the Bridge; and that General Schuyler be desired to contract with build.
ers for this purpose in .New- York or Jl-Iassachusetts, or both, and that
Generlll Schuyltr provide the materials.

Resolvcd, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the Com-
mittee for supplying Cannon be directed to procure ten brass six-inco
Howitzers, with sheIls and a proper attrail, for the use of the Northern.
Army.

Th " h
..

f h ' C
.

h F bResolved, at It IS t e opmIOn 0 t IS ommittee, t at a ort e
constructed on .Mount Independence; that the navipation of the Lake near
that rlace should be obstructed by caissons to tJe sunk in the water at
sma! distances from one another, and joined fogether by string pieces,
so as at the same time to serve for a Bridge between the Fortifications
on the east and west sides; that to prevent the enemy from drawing
their small craft over land beyond Thrce Mile Point into Laice George,
the passage of that lake be also obstructed in like manner by caissons
from island to island in the NarrOlos, if practicable, or by Floating-Bat-
teries; th'lt Fort Stanwi.v be strengthened, and other Fortifications be
made at proper places near the .'lfohawk's river; IInd that General
Schuyle,', or the commanding officer of the Northern Army, execute
these works this winter; and that tbe Commanding Officers of A l'ti11ery,
Chief Engineer, Quartermaster-General, and Commissary-General, pro-
vide and perform whatever thill!\,s in their respective departments are
necessary, or may contribute to the accomplishment thereof_

Resolved, That it is the opinion of the Committee, that the General
Court or Council of the State of Jtlassachusetts-Bay be requested to pro-
cure such a qmmtity of Oakum, or any other articles, as General Schuyler,
who is desired to write to them on the subject, shall require, and to for-
ward the same to such places as he shall direct.
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his command, and report the state thereof, with any negli-
gence, mal-practice, or other misconduct of the Surgeons or
others, to the General and to Congress, delivering copies of
such reports to all persons therein accused:

That the General, or Commander-in-Cbief of the North-
ern Army, direct all the Batteaus on Lakes Champlain and
George to be immediately repaired:

Tbat 100 Batteaus be built at Schenectady,so as to be
ready for use in February or March next, at farthest; and,
for this purpose, that Boards, Pitch, Oakum, and other ne-
cessary materials, be collected, and artificers employed by
the General or Commanding Officer:

Resolved, That the Committee have leave to sit again.
The Committee of Treasury reported that there is due,
To P. E. du Simitiere, for designing, making, and draw-

ing a Medal for General Washington, 32 Dollars:
To John Dunlap, for printing sundry Resolves of Con-

gress, Commissions, Proc]amations, &c., 654 66-90th Dol-
lars :

To John Bates, for Camp-Kettles, delivered to Robert
Towers, Commissary, 80 Dollars:

To Josep.h Greenvold, for porterage of Powder to the
Magazine, 37 45-90th Dollars :

To James Anderson, for ferriage of Virginia Troops,
Wagons, and Militia, over Susquehanna, 27 18-90th Dol-
lars:

To the Estate of Captain Spring, for storage of Conti-
nental Powder, III 38- 90th Dollars:

To the following Prisoners from Canada, and to be paid
to Mr. Ross, the sum of 229 77-90th Dollars, viz:

To Captain Thomson, expenses of himself and baggage
fromAlbany to Trenton, 11 55 Dollars, and his allowance
from 26th April to 28th November, inclusive, 31 weeks,
at 2 Dollars a week, 62 Dollars:

To Alexander ]}1' Culloch, expenses of himself and bag-
gage fromAlbany to Trenton, 10 35-90th Dollars, and his
allowance from 26th April to 28th September, inclusive,
31 weeks, at 2 Dollars a week, 62 Dollars: And

To William Goodwin, his expenses of family and bag-
gage, fromAlbany to Burlington, 14 27-90th Dollars, and
his allowance from 27th Itlarch to 27th November, inclusive,
35 weeks, at 2 Dollars, 70 Dollars:

To John House, for his account of ferriage of Troops,
Wagons, and Horses over the River Potomack, 30 30-90th
Dollars:

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.
Resolved, That the Secret Committ~ be directed to pro-

vide, as soon as may be, Arms and Equipage for 3,000
Horse.

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to
consider and report a proper method for establishing and
training a Cavalry in this Continent:

The Members chosen, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Paine, Mr.
Middleton, Mr. Nelson, and Mr. Floyd.

A Petition fromAlexander Mercer was read, and referred
to the Board of Treasury.

The Committee. appointed to confer with the Managers
of the Lottery, brought in a Report, which was taken into
consideration:

Whereupon, Resolved, That the Prizes only be drawn:
That the Managers be authorized to employ as many

Clerks to assist in numbering the Tickets, as may be neces-
sary for expediting the business: .

That two Presses be employed for printing the Tickets.
Ordered, That the remainder of the Report be recommit-

ted.
Resolved, That to-morrow be assigned for appointing the

Officers of the Regiment of Artillery ordered to be raised
in Virginia.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, November 30,1776.

A Letter, of the 27th, from General Washington, with a
list of the Prisoners taken by the enemy during the cam-
paign of 1776; and one of the same date, from the Council
of Safety of New- York, were read:

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War,

and that they confer with Colonel1Uiles, who is come from
New- York on his parole to expedite the exchange of Pris-
oners.

Resolved, That 1,000 Dollars be advanced to Robert
Erwin, W agonmaster-General, for the pulJlick service; he to
be accountable.

Resolved, That the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania be
requested to have eight Carriages for Fie]d-Pieces got ready,
with all possible expedition, at the expense of the Continent,
to be delivered as fast as made to the order of the Board of
War.

The Commissioners for Indian Affairs, in the Middle De-
partment, having transmitted to Congress the Minutes of
their Proceedings, _

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Standing
Committee for Indian Affairs.

The Committee appointed to confer with the Managers
of the Lottery, brought in a farther Report, which was
taken into consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That the gratuity to the Managers of the Lot-
tery, for their trouble in the conduct of that business, be left
to the future judgment of Congress:

That the Managers be authorized to appoint Agents for
the sale of Tickets in the several States, and offer them
one-tenth per cent. on the Tickets or Billets by each re-
spectively sold:

That the publick be at the risk of conveying the Tickets
or Billets to the Agents in the different States:

That the Agents pay the Money received by them for
the sale of Tickets or BiIlets to the Commissioners of the
Loan Office of the State where they are sold, takin<Tre-
ceipts therefor, and transmit them to the Managers of the
Lottery at Philadelphia.

Resolved, That the State of New- York be 'empowered
to raise another Battalion on the Continental establish-
ment:

That the Con vention or Council of Safety of New- York
be empowered to appoint an Aid-Major to each of the Bat-
talions raised by that State, the payor expense of which to
be borneby that State. .

Agreeable to the order of the day, Congress proceeded to
the election of officers for the Artillery Battalion, ordered to
be raised in Virginia; and the ballots being taken, the fol-
lowing were elected:

Charles Harrison, Esq., Colonel; Edward Carrington,
Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel; Christiern Holmer, Major; Sam-
nel Denny, William Pierce, Nathaniel Burwell, Buller
Clairborne, Joseph Scot, William Murray, Spotswood Dan-
dridge, Matthew Smith, Sen., John Pettus, and William
Waters, Captains.

Resolved, That the Governour and Council of Virginia
be requested to recommend proper persons for Subaltern
Officers.

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to pur-
chase for the publick service, six Wagons, with four Horses
and proper Harness tQ each Wagon, and to employ suitable
Drivers.

An Address from Nicholas Biddle, John Barry, Thomas
Read, Charles Alexander, and John Nicholson, was laid
before Congress, and read:

Ordered, That it be referred to the Mat'ine Committee,
who are directed to pursue such measures as they shall think
proper in consequence thereof.

The Assembly of Pennsylvania having, by Mr. Morris,
informed Congress that they have appointed a Committee
of their body to confer with a Committee of Congress, on
the requisition of Congress, to call forth immediately the
Associators of the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, and
of the Counties of Philade~}llia, Bucks, Chester, and North-
ampton:

Ordered, That the Board of War confer with the Com-
mittee of the Assembly of Pennsylvania on this subject, and
agree on such measures as shall be deemed most for the
publick service.

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due,
To Steiner 8r Cist, lor Papel' and printing Minutes of Con-

gress, &c., and trouble and expenses in attending the makin<T
the Paper lor the Loan Office Notes, 130 15-90th DQ\lars~
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To Lieutenant Peacock, a Prisoner of the Seventh Regi-
ment, for his allowance from QOth December, 1775, to the
28th November, 1776, being forty-eight weeks, at ;2 Dollars,
96 Dollars:

To Dr. William Currie, for his Bill of Medicines and
Provisions to sick Soldiers of Colonel Scott's and Colonel
Lawson's Virginia Regiments,67 37-90th Dollars:

That there should be advanced to Major John Lamb, for
the paymentof the men of his ArtilleryCompany,2,000
Dollars; he to be accountable.

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.
Resolved, That the Committee of Intelligence be directed

and empowered to establish Expresses, to go daily to and
from Head-Quarters.

Resolved, That when any Resolutions are passed which
respect the United States, or any of them, or to the Armies
of the said States, they be sent by Express, if the regular
Post is interrupted or not ready, provided the President shall
judge it necessary.

A Petition from John Noble Taylor, was read:
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.
The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Sunday, December 1, I7i6.

Congress, on a summons, met this day, when two Letters,
of the 30th, from General Washington, at Brunswick, were
read: Whereupon,

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to order
the German Battalion to march immediately to join Gen-
eral Washington, and that the said Board use every measure
in their power to expedite their march with all possible
despatch:

Resolved, That the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania
be requested to take effectual measures for supplying
Guards for the Publick StOres, &c., in the room of the Ger-
man Battalion:

That the Secret Committee be directed to appoint one or
more trusty persons, to proceed immediately to the Eastern
States, and see that the Clothing and Stores, which have
been ordered to be purchased for the Army, be coJJected
and forwarded to the Army, with all possible despatch j and
that the said person, or persons, have power to purchase, or
cause to be purchased, such necessary Clothing as can be
procured in those States, and to have it forwarded to the
Armv:

TiJat General Washington be informed, he has tbe full
approbation of Congress to order the Troops on the east side
of Hudson's River, over to the west side of that river, when-
ever he shaH think it conducive to Lhe publick service so to
do:

That General Washington be directed to order the Clothes,
which have been, or shall be sent to Head-Quarters, or to
any of the Camps, to be distributed, first among such of the
Soldiers as stand most in need of them:

That Mr. J. ltlease be directed to purchase all the Hats
and Caps he can procure, proper for Soldiers, and to employ
as great a number of Tailors as possible in making up
Clotbes for Soldiers; and forward those articles, from time
to time, as fast as reany, to General Washington:

That the Medical Committee be directed to take such
steps, as they shall judge proper, for the accommodation of
the sick of the Army.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Monday, December 2, 1776.

[lesolved, That 800 DoUars be advanced to Colonel L.
Cadwalader,Jor the use of the men belonging to his Bat-
talion; he to be accountable:

That 800 Dollars be anvanced Captain Doyle, fOI' the
use of his Independent Company; he to be accountable:

That 500 Dollars be advanced to Robert Jewell, for which
he is to be accountable:

That 5,333 1-3 Dollars be advanced to the Commission-
ers for Indian Aftairs in the Middle Department.

A Letter, of the 1st, from General Washington, was read:
Ordered, That it be referred to the Boarn of War, and

that they communicate the,contents to the Council of Safety

of Pennsylvania, and take such measures in consequence
thereof, as they shall judge proper.

Captain ]Jfontgomery having offered his service, with that
of bis crew, as an Artillery Company,

Resolved, That they be taken into the service of the Con-
tinent for two months, unless sooner discbarged.

Resolved, That he, the said James Montgomery, be ap-
pointed Captain, that Samuel Carson be appointed Captain-
Lieutenant, and John Douglass, Lieutenant, of said Com-
pany:

That Mr. J. Mease be directed to advance one month's
Pay to Captain Montgomery's men, upon their inlisting, and
that a like advance be made to the other Companies of
Artillery:

That the Marine Committee be empowered to advance
20 Dollars to each Seaman who wiJl enter to serve on board
the Randolph, Captain Biddle, the same to be deducted
out of their share of the prize-money.

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to give
orders for ten or twelve covered Wagons for the Artillery;
to be immediately purchased.

That the Board of War give orders for removing by water
to Christiana Bridge, the 2,000 barrels of Beef, now under
the care of CommissaryWharton. .

Resolved, That the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania
be requested to send expresses immediate]y to the Counties

that have been desired to send forth their Associators, urging
them forthwith to march, in order to oppose the hasty ad-
vances of the enemy.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Governour and
Council of the Commonwealth of Virginia, to take the most
effectual measures for purchasing and collecting, for Conti-
nental use,all the Copper, and other materials fit for casting
brass Field-Artinery, that can be got in that State, and that
Congress will defray the cost and expense of the same.

Resolved, That 100 Dollars be advanced to the Dele-
gates of V£rginia, for the use of the Deputy Paymaster-
General in that State.

A Letter of the 1st, from General Washington,at half
after seven, was read.

Mr. Read, a Delegate from Delaware State, attended,
and produced the Credentials of the appointment and power
of Delegates from that State, which were read as follows:

"In Council, November 8,1776.

"Whereas Georg.e Read, John Dickinson, and John
Evans, Esqr's, have been chosen by joint ballot of the two
Houses of Assembly to represent the Delaware State in the
Continental Congress: Resolved, That they, or anyone or
moreof them, are hereby fully authorized and empowered,
for and in behalf of this State, to concert, agree to, and
execute every measure, which they or he, together with a
majority of the Continental Congress, shall judge necessary,
for the defence,security,interest,and welfare,of this State
in particular, and of America in general; with power to ad-
journ to such times and places as shall appear most condu-
cive to ,the publick safety and advantage.

"Sent for eoncmrence.
"In Assembly,Nov8mber9, 1776. Read and concurred

m: "JOHN M'KINLEY, Speaker.

" A true copy:
"SLATORCLAY,Clerk of the Council."

Resolved, That the Committee for establishing Expresses
be directed to send Co]onelStewart, or any other officer,
express to General Lee, to know where and in what situa-
tion he and the Army with him are.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Council of
Safety of Pennsylvania, to send immediately one of their
Galleys along the Jersey shore, between this and Trenton,
to bring over all the River Craft, Vessels, and Boats, from
the Jersey to the Pennsylvania side of Delaware, in order
to pre\'ent their becoming serviceable to the enemy, in their
attern pts to cross the said rivel' :

That it be earnestly recommended to the Council of
Safetyof Pennsylvania,to order the Battalions of this City
immediately to march and join General Washington:

That the said Councilor Safety be requested to furnish
the Wagonmaster-General with one thousand Wagons for
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the use of the Army; and, as in the present emergency of
publick affairs, such a supply of Wagons is absolutely
necessary, that it be recommended to tbe said Council of
Safety to impress the Wagons, if they cannot be otherwise
speedily procured.

Adjourned to six o'clock.

Eodem die, P. M.

Resolved, That Mr. J.lJlease be directed to receive from
Mr. Hyman Levy the goods in his hands purchased for the
State of New- York, paying him the balance due for the sa~d
goods, and that Mr. J. Mease be directed to send the saId
goods, together with those he has now ready, to General
Washington, taking especial care that they be sent in so
safe and secure a manner as [0 avoid any danger of falling
into the hands of the enemy.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, December 3,1776.

A Letter, of the 2d, from General Washington; one, of
the same date, from Adjutant-General Reed, and one from
J. ]},lease, were read:

Resolved, That 50,000 Dollars be advanced to Mr. J.
.1JJease,for the publick service; he to be accountable:

That 2,000 Dollars be advanced to Lieutenant-Colonel
Edward Antil, for the purpose of recruiting his Regiment;
he to be accountable.

That 14,800 Dollars be advanced to Major Charles
Symes, for the use of the Twelfth Virginia Battalion; he
to be accountable.

Mr. Clarke, a Delegate from the State of New-Jersey,
attended, and produced the Credentials of the appointment
of Delegates from that State, which were read, as follows:

"
At a joint meeting of the Council and Assembly of the

State of New-Jersey, held at Burlington, on the 30th day
of November, 1776, the Honourable Nathaniel Scudder in the
chair; the joint meeting proceeded by ballot to the elec~
tion of five Delegates, to represent this State in Congress,
to serve for one year, unJess a new appointment should be
made before the expiration of that time; and the following
persons were duly elected, viz: The Honourable Richard
Stockton, Jonathan Dickinson Ser/{eant, Esq., Dr. John,
Witherspoon, Abraham Clarke, Bsq., Jonathan Elmer,
Esq.

"
Resolved, That anyone or more of the said Delegates,

who shall attend in Congress, be fully empowered to repre-
sent, and vote in behalf of this State. That the said Dele-
gates, or such of them as have not already taken the oaths
of abjuration and allegiance mentioned in the act of Assem-
bly lately passed, entitled' An act for the security of the
Government of lVew-Jersey,' do take the said oaths before
they take their seats.

"Signed by order of the Council and Assemb1y of the
State of New-Jersey:

"CHARLES PETTIT, Secretary."
Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to have the

Prisoners, now at Bristol, removed from thence back into
the country.

Resolved, That Mrs. Cl~amier be permitted to go to her
husband at New- York; and that Mrs. Lewis, at Flushing,
on Long-Island, be required in exchange.

Resolved,That Mr. Mease be empowered and directed
to settle with and pay the Militia of the Maryland Flying-
Camp.

That the Commissaryof Provisionsin Philadelphiasup-
ply with Rations, in lieu of Mileage, such of the Maryland
Troops as choose to go home:

That such of the Non-Commissioned Officers and Sol-
diers of the said Troops who wiJI inlist for three years, be
immediateJy clothed; and that Mr. Mease be directed to
detain as many of the clothes, now in his hands, as will be
necessaryfor that purpose:

That each of the Non-Commissioned Officers and Sol-
diers of the Maryland Militia, who will not inlist fOt'three
years, but will engage to march to tbe immediate reinforce-
ment of General Washington, and remain under his com-
mand one month, be supplied by Mr. .Mease with a Shirt,

a pair of Shoes, and a pair of Stockings, on paying for the
same:

That such of the Militia as shaJl engage to serve to the
10th of March next, unless sooner discharged by Coogress,
be entitled to a pail' of Shoes and Stockings, and to the
same Rations and the same monthly Pay with the other
Troops on the Continental establishment, to commence (rom
the time of their enrollment; and that one montlls' Pay be
advanced to each Volunteer, upon his enrollment.

Resolved, That to-morrow be assigned for giving the
Indians in town an audience; and that the Committee for
Indian Affairs be directed to prepare a proper speech to be
de]ivered to them.

Resolved, That the Officers of the ftlaryland Troops be
requested immediately to parade those Troops, and to use
their utmost influence to persuade their adoption of the terms
proposed by Congress.

Resolved, That General Wa.~hington be directed, in case
he has not entered into a negotiation with General Howe,
for exchanging Governour Franklin for General Thomson,
to suspend the execution of that matter till farther orders.

A Petition from IT/imamDod yvasread, praying for leave
to visit his brother,who is confinedin prison:

Resolved, That the Petitioner have leave to visit and
converse with his brother in tbe presence of the GaoJer.

Resolved, That Thursday next be assigned for taking into
consideration tbe state of the Treasury.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clo<;:kto-morrow.

Wednesday, December 4,1776.

A Letter, of the 3J, from General Washington, was read.
Resolved, That it be recommended to the Council of

Safety of Pennsylvania, to detain from marching with the
:Militia, the Printers engaged in printing Certificates for the
Continental Loan Offices, and to direct them to continue
executing the business in which they are employed.

The Committee of Treasury reported, that they have had
under consideration the Accounts of John Harvie, John
Montgomery, and Jasper Yates, Esqrs., Commissioners for
Indian Affairs,in the Middle Department; that the said
Commissioners have produced accounts of the expenditure
of 13,464 7~-90th Dollars, for the charges and expenses of
the late treaty beld with the lndians at Pittsburg, and for
their allowance for their time and expenses attending the
said treaty; that in this account, are included the expense
of goodspurchasedby Mr. Morgan for private presents; for
expensesand pay to Mr. Wilson, Mr. Long, and Mr. Girty,
on different messages; for kettles, rations, and ]inen sup-
plied the Continental Battalion at Kittanning; for expenses
of Mr. ]}'[organ coming to Philadelphia, and going to New-
York with two Indian Chiefs, and returning with them to
Pittsburg; his going to the Indian towns to invhe them to
a treaty; for sundry sums paid to the Militia Officers, and
for the several accounts due from the Department to this
time, except the }Ii1itia accounts yet unsettled, and the sal-
aries due to .Mr. Morgan and the fmmer Agent, and also
800 2-9Oth Dollars due to sundry persons before their ap-
pointment,whose accounts were settled by a Committee of
Congress for Indian Affairs. Tbe balance due to George
Morgan, Esq., is 207 74-90th Dollars', first deducting 400
Dollars paid him by Congress,21st September last, forwhich
he is debited:

That they credit the sums of 3,000 DoUars received of
Congress, in August, and 5,333 1-3 Dollars the 2d instant,
and also 5.3U Dollars for the freight of a still to Redstone,
and two sums, amounting to 67 45-90th Dollars, which are
twice charged in the accounts:

That the balance due to the Commissioners is 5,057
82-90th Dollars:

Ordered, Tbat the said sum be paid.
The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-mOl"row.

Thursday, December 5, ]776.

A Letter, of the 4th, fi'om General Washington, enclosing
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a copy of a Letter fromMajorClark,of the 29th November,
was read:

Resolved, That Mr. J. Mease be directed to pay to each
Captain of the Marylrtnd Troops of the Flying-Camp, who
cannot produce Pay-Rolls, such a sum as they think will be
equal to the arrears due to their respective Companies;
taking a receipt from the respective Captains for the money
advanced.

Resolved, That two months'Pay be advanced to Mons.
Romand de Lisle, and to Moos. Kosciuszko.

The Indians being introducea,delivere<Ia Speechj and
Satnrday next was appointed to return them an Answer.

Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to the Coun-
cil _of Safety of Pennsylvania, to procure the use of the
Pennsylvania Hospital, for the purpose of accommodating
the sick belonging to tbe Continental Army.

Resolved, That the MedicalCommittee be empowered
to procure suitable persons to take care of the sick, and to
remove them to such convenient places in the country as
they shall think proper.

Some inhabitants of New-Jersey being sent under gmud
to Philadelphia, charged with tbe crime of inJisting men for
General Howe, and someof inlistingthemselvesin the ser-
vice of the enemy,

Resolved, That they be sentunder guard to Frederick,in
Maryland, there to be safely confined; a~d that, until t,hey
can be sent away, they be kept confined In the State-Pnson
in Philrtdelphia.

Resolved, That Captain Ottendorf be directed to raise
an Independent Corps, consisting of 150 men, Sergeants
and Corporals included:

That the same be divided into three Companies; the
first Company to consist of 60 men, Light-Infantry, com-
manded by one Captain and two Lieutenants; the other
two Companies of Hunters, of 45 men each, to be com-
manded each by a Captain and 2 Lieutenants:

That Captain Ottendorf have the rank of .Major, be
Captain of the Light-Infantry Company, and command the
whole.

That an Adjutant be appointed for this Corps, who is to
act as Quartermaster and Paymaster, with the rank of Lieu-
tenant, and pay of other Adjutants.

Resolved, That the Board of War write to the General,
and desire him to send Isaac Corren, of the Artillery, to
Philadelphia.

Resolved, That 150 Dollars be advanced to Gunning
Bedford, Mustermaster-General; he to be accountable.

Resolved, That the time forcommencing the drawing the
Lottery be altered to the 10th of April.

Resolved, That this Congresswill, to-morrowmorning,
previous to any other business, resolve itself into a Commit-
tee of the Whole, to take into consideration the state of the
Treasury, the ways and means of raising supplies for the
ensuing year, and supporting the credit of the Continental
Currency.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, December 6,1776,

A Letter, of the 5th, from General Washington, and one,
of the ;27th of NovembCl', f!'Om Gt:'neral Gates, at Albany,
with a Paper enclosed, sent from the Commanding Officer
at St. John's, were read.

Agreeable to the order of the day, Congress resolvecl itself
into a Committee of the Whole, to take into consideration
the state of the Treasury, the ways and means of raising
Supplies for the ensuing year, and supporting the credit of
the Continental Currency; and, after some time, the Presi-
dent resumed the chair, and Mr. JVelson reported, that the
Committee have had under consideration the matters to
them referred, and bave come to sundry Resolutions
thereon; but not having perfected the business, desired him
to move for leave to sit again.

Resolved, That Congress will, to-morrow, again resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into consider-
ation the state of the Treasury, the ways and means of

raising supplies for the ensuing year, and supporting the
credit of the Continental Currency.

Resolved, That 50,000 Dollars be advanced to Mr. J.
.Mease forthe publickservice; he to be accountable.

Upon representation made by Daniel and Samuel Hughes,
that JJlelchior Salady, a. private Soldier in Captain Farmer's
Company, of Colonel Miles's Battalion, would be very ser-
viceable to them in executing their contract for making
Cannon for Congress:

Resolved, That MelchiQr Salady be discharged, by the
proper officer, from the Company, provided he enter into
the service of the said l-lughes.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, December 7,1776.

A Letter, of the 6th, {i'om General Washington, at Trcn-
ton, and one, of the ;2lst to ;25th November, /i'om General
Schuyler, at Saratoga, with sundry Papers enclosed, were
read:

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War.

Resolved, That the Board of War be empowered and
directed to exchange such of the Canadians as they shall
think proper.

Ordered, That the President write to the four New-Eng-
land Governments, and request them to use their utmost
influence in raising their respective quotas of Troops, and to
hasten their march, with all possible diligence, to the places
appointed for their rendezvous, by General Schuyler.

Resolved, That 100,000 Dollars be advanced to the Coun-
cil of Safety of Pennsylvania, to be applied towards furnish-
ing the several Officers with bounty-money for inlisting men
on the new establishment; the said Council to be account-
able.

Resolved, That Captain Biddle be empowered to inlist
into the Continental service, such of tbe Sailors in Prison as
he shall think proper.

The Committee of Treasury reported that there is dup,
and to be paid to the order of Allen M'Donald, Sen., Allen
M'Donald, Jun., Alexander M'Dpnald, Rennel M'Donald,
and ArchibaldiU'Donald,hostagessent by General Schuy-
ler to Reading, for the allowance due to themselves and
their threeservants,fromthe ;25tbof September to the 10th
of December, inclusive, 143 Dollars:

That there should be advanced to Thomas Smith, for
supplies to the Troops of the Fifth and Sixth }:'Tirginia
Regiments, left sick at Wilmington, the sum oC677 25-90tl1
Dollars:

That there is due to Lieutenant-Colonel Jacob Boyer, for
furnishing his Battalion of :Militiawith 7,495 Rations of
Provisions, on their march from Berks County to the camp
in New-Jersey, 739 45-90th Dollars:

To Tlwmas Edwards, for victualling the Second Battalion
of Militia, of Lancaster County, commanded by Colonel
Curtis Grubb, on their march to Bergen, in New-Jersey,
and for tbe hire of two Baggage-Wagons, the sum of 1,319
61-90th Dollars, to be paid to Philip Marsteller:

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.
Re.solved, That 1,000 Dollars be advanced to the Com-

mittee for procuring Cannon for the publick service; the
said Committee to account for the expenditure.

Resolved, That for the more speedyand effectual dis-
charge of business, the [allowing RuJes be invariabJyob-
served:

That Congress be opened every morning at ten o'clock,
Sundays excepted:

That Mr. President take the chair precisely at that time.
Agreeable to the order of tbe day, the Indians were intro-

duced, and the following Speech was delivered to them:

"Brothers of the Six-Nations, Delawares, and ~"hawanees:
"We, the Delegates of the Thirteen United States of Amer-

ica, are extreme]y pleased to see you. We take you by the
hand, and bid you welcome to our great council-fire.

" Brothers : You say that God Almighty has been pleased
to bring us together. You say weB. He superintends and
governs men and their actions. He now sees us. He
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to Colonel lIaussegger, in full of his Account for Boards,
&c., bought for tbe publick service, and for his expenses.

Resolved, Tbat 1,000 Dollars be advanced to Major Ot-
tendorff, for tbe purpose of recruiting bis Companies; he to
be arcountabl!'.

Resolved, Tbat Houelman Arnold be appointed a Lieu-
tenant of the Company commanded by :Major Ottendorff:

Tbat 2,000 Dollars be advanced to tbe Delegates of
New-Jersey, for the publick selTice; they to be accountable:

Tbat 50,000 Dollars be advanced to MI'. J. Mease, for
the publick service; he to be accountable.

Resolv(;d, That Mr. Risberg, the Assistant Quartermaster
in Philadelphia, be directed to send by water to Christiana
Bridge, tbe Military Stores sent from tbe Army, and that
tbey be saft.,y lodged there till farther orders.

Resolved, Tbat 5,000 DoUars be advanced to )11'. Carpen-
ter Wlwrton, fi)r tbe publick service; he to be accountable.

Resolved, That the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania be
requested to give tbe Continental Officers, and all albers,
employed in removing the publick stores from Philadelphia,
whether by land or water, all tbe assistance in their power.

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to
prepare an Address to tbe Inhabitanfs of America, and a
recommenrlati'1n to tbe several States, to appoint a day of
Fasting, Humiliation, and Prayel':

Tbe Members cbosen, Dr. Witherspoon, MI'. R. II. Lee,
and Mr. Adams.

Resolved, That Mr. J. it/ease be empowered and direct-
ed"'to settle and pay the arrears due to Colonel IIay's Bat-
talion of tbe Flying-Camp.

Resolved, That Thomas de Naif be appointed a Lieu-
tenant of Artillery under Mons. Romand de Lisle.

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to
inquire into the state of the Prisoners sent from New-Jersey.

The Members chosen, Dr. Witherspoon, Mr. Clarke,
and Mr. F. L. Lee.

'Vhereas, in conseqnence of many complaints that en-
grossers had distressed the publicI., by raising Salt to an
exorbitant price, the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania,
with the approbation of Congress, took tbe management of
the afElir into their hands, and have endeavoured, by as just
and equal a distribution as possible of the Salt imported from
time to time, to supply the different parts of the country;
yet, it is found npon trial, eitber from the artful conduct of
interested persons not discovered, or frolll the impossibility
of tbe thing itself, tbat the remedy bas been ineffectual'
and, on the contrary, Salt continues scarcer and dearer i~
tbis port, than where no regulations have been tried: There-
fore,

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Council of
Safety of Pennsylvania, to take off aH restraint upon the
sale of Salt; and give publick notice that it shaH be lawful
for any person to import and sell it, in such manner, and at
such prices, as shall suit voluntary purchasers.

Resolved, Tbat 200 DoHars be advanced to Mr. William
Monday, December9, 1776. Govett, Assistant to the Auditor-General; he to be account-

able.
A Letter, of the 8th, from General Washington; one, of

the 22d November, from General TYard, enclosing one of the Resolved, That in case this Congress shaH be under the
9th of tbe same month, from General Gates; one of the 18tb necessity of removing from Philadelphia, it shall be ad-

of the same month, from G. JJlorgan, at Pittsburg; and a journed to Baltimore. ,

Petition and Remonstrance from the Captains and Subal- Whereas, General Washington bath repeatedly applied,
terns of Colonel itlackay's Battalion; a Letter, of the 17th and bath yesterday renewed his application, for an irnme-
November, flOm Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson, of the said diate reinforeement £C)rtbe defence of Philadelphia, and the
Battalion; and a Letter of the 22d November, from John State of Pennsylvania: .

Avery, at Boston, were read: Resolved, That the Council of Safety of Penn,yylvania be
Also, a Letter of the 25th November, from Colonel1t'loses requested, this day, to send expresses, that can be relied on

Ilazen, was read, and referred to the Committee on the to the several Counties, earnestly requesting that tbey march
Northern Army. what Troops they can coHect, armed and provided in the

Resolved, That another Member be added to the said best manner possible, to the Army under the command of
Committee. _ General 'Washington.

The Member chosen, Mr.,R. H. Lee.
.Resolved, TI~at MI'. J. Mease be directed to furnish Cap-

The Indians being introduced, spoke to Congress; but tam lIenderson s Company, of the Eleventh Pennsylvania
having said nothing relative to matters between them and Battalion, with Blankets and Stockings.
the Ullited States, no notice was taken of it, and they with- Resolved, Tbat Expresses be immediately sent to the
drew. Comm,ittees.of t~e Counties of Crocil, Baltimore, lIartford,

Resolved, That the sum of 117 11-90th Dollars be paid and Fredenck, III itlaryZand, requesting that they apply,
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judges of the sincerity of our hearts, and will punish those
who deceive.

" Brothers, Sachems, and T¥arriors: You have heard
what OUI'Commissioners have said to you at Pittsburg by
our directions. You have listened to their arguments; and
your own reason will suggest, that the conduct they bave
recommended to YOllmust be productive of your bappiness
and welfare. We tbink that you must be fully convinced
that )'our safety, as nations, depends on preserving peace
and fj'iendship with the white people of this island.

"We are sorry to hear of tbe death of yoUI' great men,
and are well pleased that our Commissioners have wiped the
tears from YOllreyes, and covered the gra ves of our departeu
friends.

"Our bearts are good towards all the Indians in the
woods, who ha ve friendly disposition towards us.

" We love peace, and wish that tbe chain of friendship
between us and YOllmay contract no rust. On our part,
we will do every tbing to keep it bright and strong.

"But should we be attacked by any tribe of Indians in
the woods, we bope to convince them that we can repel
tbeir attempts with ease. Friendship, however, with you,
is wbat we earnestly desire; our Commissioners have told
you so, and they have not deceived you.

"
We now inform YOll, that we wish to sit down with you

under the same tree of peace; to water its roots and cherish
its growth, so that it may sbelter us and you, and our and
your chilrlren.

"Brothers: 'We have prepared some presents for you,
which our Commissioners will deliver before your depart-
ure."

The Indians having returned thanks for tbe Speech de-
li\'ered, informed Congress they had something to say on
Monday next, and withdrew.

Resolved, That the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania he
desired to suspend the farther execution of the request made
to them on the 2d instant, to procure one thousand 'Wagons:

That the Wagons procured in consequence of the said
request, be sent to the Quartermaster-General.

Resolved, That Mr. lJIease be directed to return to Mr.
Levy the goods he had from him, and receive back the
money advanced on that account: tbe said goods being sent
for by the State of New- York, on whose 'account, and by
whose order, they were purchased.

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due,
To Bri"adier-General Thompson, for his pay for the

months of October and November, 250 Dollars:
To Lieutenant Ross Currie, of the Second Battalion of

Pennsylvania regular forces, for the balance of his pay from
March to November, inclusive, 90 Dollars:

To Samltel itlKinzie, Surgeon to the Second Battalion
of Pennsylvania regular forces, for 4 months' Pay, at 33
Dollars per month, 132 Dollars.

Ordered, Tbat the said Accounts be paid.

Tbe several matters to tLis day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.
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without delay, to the Militia of their respective Counties, to
send forward, immediately, for the defence of the City of
Philadelphia, and the reinforcement of General Washing-
ton's Army, as many Troops as possible, infol'fning the said
Committees tbat some assistance, in tbe way of Arms, may
be furnished here, to such as bave no Arms to bring with
them:

Tbat an express be sent to tbe Council of Safety of Del-
aware, requesting them to send forward, as fast as possible,
for tbe defence of this City, and tbe reinforcement of General
Washington, as many Troops as possible, informing the said
Council that some assistance in the way of Arms may be
furnished here to provide such as have no Arms to bring
with them.

Resolved, Tbat the Board of War be directed to take
care of the Arms belonging to the Continent, and have them
properly secured.

Resolved, That William Chambers be appointed Captain,
Alexander Wilson First Lieutenant, and Adam Hoops, Sec-
ond Lieutenant, in the Third Battalion of the Regiment
commanded by Colonel Moses Hazen.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, December 10, 1776.

A Letter, of the 8th, from General Lee, at Morristown;
one of the 9th, from General Washington, with a Letter of
tI1e 6th, from General Heath, were read.

Resolved, That the Prisoners sent from the State of New-
Jersey by General Washington, and ordered to Frederick-
town, in Maryland, be conveyed there by Captain 1Jfount-

joy Baily, with a guard of eighteen Soldiers:
That the said Guard be furnished with Arms, Cartridges,

Knapsacks, and B]ankets:
Tbat ] ,000 Dollars be advanced to the Committee of

the Middle District of Frederick County, to defray the
charges of conveying the Prisoners there, and the expense
of furnishing Rations to tbe Prisoners and the Guard; the
said Committee to be accountable.

Resolved, That General 1JlijJlin bCi1directed to repair
immediately to the neighbouring Counties, and, by all the
means in bis power, rouse and bring them in, to tbe defence
of Philadelphia.

As tbe Congress deem it of great importance to the gen-
eral good and safety, tbat General 1JlitJlin should make a
progress through the severa] Counties of the State of Penn-
sylvania, to rouse the freemen thereof to the immediate
defence of this City and County,

Resolved,That the Assemblybe reque~tedto appoint a
Committee of their body to make tbe said tour with Gene-
ral MijJlin, in order to assist him in this good and necessary
work.

Resolved, That the President return to Congress the
25,000 Dollars received for the use of the MarineCommit-
tee.

Resolved, That Major-General Putnam be directed to
have the several Recruits, and other Continental Troops in
Philadelphia, immediately paraded, and that he proceed,
without delay, to make the proper defences for the protec-
tion and security of this City: .

That the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania be requested
to give Major-General Putnam all the assistance in their
power, for the execution of the above necessary business,
by calling forth the inbabitants, and by any other means in
their judgmeot proper.

Resolved,That 2,000 Dollarsbe advanced to the Dele-
gates of Georgia, for the use of that State, which is to be
accountable.

Resolved, That 135 1-3 Dollars be paid to Robert Pat-
ton, for bis services as Messenger, from the ]5th of Jl!layto
the 4th of December, instant.

Tbe Committeeappointedto preparean Addressto the
1nhabitants of America, brought in a draft, which was read;
and being debated by paragraphs, was agreed to.

Ordered, That the said Committee have it published and
dispersed.

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there should
be advanced to lVII's.Stevenson the sum of 200 Dollars on
account of her husband, James Stevenson,one of tbe Com-
missioners of Accounts; he to be accounta ble:

That there is dne to John Montgomery and JasperYates,
Commissioners of Indian Affairs for the Middle Department,
fOl' their account of Debts due to sundry persons on the
visit of the Indian Cbiefs from P'ittsb!lrg to Congress, the
sum of 1,178 24-90th Dollars:
= To the Rev. Mr. Fowler, Indian Missionary, being a
balance due to him for his services at the treaty with the
Indians at Pittsburg, 36 Dollars:

To John Gibson, Esq" for eight months' House-Rent
for the Treasury Office, as Auditor-General, to the 9tb in-
stant, Wood for the use of the Office, &c., &r.., the sum of
369 6] -90th Dollars:

To St. Lake la Corn, Captain Frazer, and Major Camp-
bell, for the allowance for themselves and tbree servants,
from 24th September to 3d December, 90 Dollars; the sallle
to be paid to Colonel Donald Campbell:

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.
Resolved, That the President write to General Wash-

ington, and desire him to send a party to watch the roads
leading from New-Jersey to Philadelphia, above Trenton,
and give Congress the earliest notice of the enemy's mo-
tions.

Resolved, Tbat 2,000 Dollars be advanced to Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Antil, for the purpose of recruiting the Bat-
talion cOlnmanded by Colonel 1Jloses Hazen; he to be
accountable.

Resolved, That two of the Continental Battalions, now
raising in Connecticut,be stationed for tbe defence of tbe
said State in such parts tbereof as Governour Trumbullshall
judge most conducive to that purpose, till Congress shall
order otherwise.

Resolved, That the Treasurer, upon the order of the
Government of Connecticut,payout of the first moneys
which shall be received into the Loan Office in that State. ,
40,000 Dollars; tbe SaId State to be accountable for tbe
expenditure thereof.

Resolved, That Antoine Seelim be appointed a Captain
of a Rifle COlnpany in the Corps commanded by Major
OttendorJ.

Tbe several matters to thisday referred bein" postponed
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. "

,

Wednesday, December 11, 1776.

The Committee appointed to prepare a Resolution for
appointing a day of Fasting and Humiliation, brou"ht in a
Report, which was read and agreed to, as follows: "

"Whereas, tbe war in which the United State.~ are
engaged with Great Britain has not only been pl'OlonO"ed
but is likely to be carried to the greatest extremity; ~nd
wbereas, it becomes all publick bodies, as well as private
p~rsons, to reverence t~e Providence of God, and look up to
111mas the Su preme Disposer of all events, and tbe Arbiter
of the fate of nations: Therefore,

"Resolved, That it be recommended to all the' United
States, as soon as possible, to appoint a Day of Solemn
Fasting and Humiliation; to implore of Almigbty God the
forgivenessof the many sins prevailing among all ranks, and
to beg the countenance and assistance of his Providence in
the prosecution of the present just and necessary war.

"The Congress do also, in the most earnest manner
recommend to a1l tbe members of the United States and
particularlythe officers civil and military under then: the
exercise of repe~tance and reformation; and further,require
of tbem the stnct observation of the articles of war and
particularly that part of the said articles which f(:>rbids' pro-
fane swearing and a1l immorality, of which all such officers
are desired to take notice.

"It is left to each State to issue out Proclamations fixinO'
the days that appearmostproperwithin its bounds."

0

Ordered, Tbat the above be published by the Committee
who brought in the Report.

A Letter, of the 10th, from General Washington, at
Head-Quarters at the Falls of Delaware, was read.



1605 CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, DECEMBER 12, 1776. 1606

repair to and join the Army under the command of General
Washington, by Companies, as soon as each Company shall
be complete:

That General TVashington be empowered to advance to
Colonel Sheldon such sums of money as may be necessary
for the service.

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be directed to
employ one or more fast-sailing Vessels, to proceed immedi-
atelyon a cruise off the Capes of Delaware, and give notice
to all Ships and Vessels inward bound of the state of this
Port, in o;der that they may proceed to some other place or
places of more safety.

Resolved, That General Putnam be directed to send Dr.
John Connolly under guard to Baltimore, in Maryland,
there to be confined.

Resolved, That General Putnam, or the Commanding
Officer in Philadelphia, be directed to appoint suitable per-
sons to make proper provision of combustibles for burning
such of the Frigates, and other Continental Vessels as may
be in immediate danger of fal1ing into the enemy's posses-
sion, should this City come into their hands.

But when it shall happen that the General has no further
occasion for the use of the Frigate Randolph, for the de-
fence of this City, if the same should fall into the enemy's
hands, should Captain Biddle in that case carry the said
Fr'igate safely to sea, and thereby sa\'e her from falling into
the enemy's hands, this Congress win reward him and his
people with a present of 10,000 DolJars.

Resolved, That the Continental General commanding in
Philadelphia, be directed to defend the same to the utmost
extremity, against the attempt of the enemy to get possession
of it; and that, for tbis end, he apply, from time to time, to
the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania for their aid and
assistance.

Resolved, That Mr. R. Morris be empowered to borrow
a sum not exceeding 10,000 Dollars, for the use of the 1\Ia-

Thursday, December12, 1776,
rine Committee; and Congress will indemnify him.

A Letter, of the] hh, from General Washington, was Resolved, That Timothy Dod be released from confine-
read: ment

Ordered, Tbat it be referred to the Board of War.' . , . .
D II b d d G t

Resolved, That the Arms, AmmunitIOn, and Clothmg, m
Resolved, Tbat 20,000 0 aI's e a va~ce to us avus or near tbe City of Philadelphia, beyut under the direction
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!at ,
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persons ha vlIlg Contmental Stores m care, make Immediate

Safety, of Pennsylvama, fo~' tIe pu IC servICe; tIe sal
return of the same to General Putnam, of the quantities and

Council to be accountable, , kinds of each and where the same are placed that the
That 5,000 Dollars be a,dvance~ to Dr. Nzcholas Tflay, General may ~ake order therein, whether for saf:ty 01' use,

of Wilmington, for the pubhck servIce; he to be account- I l ]1 ' das Ie SlJa jU ge proper.
able. ,

'd' I T
Resolved, That General Putnam be authorized to employ

Resolved, That the two Com~a~les raise m
7
t 1e. own

all the private Armed Vessels in this Harbour, for the de-
of Westmoreland, be ordered to jom General Hashmgton, r d ' t f tl C ' t d tl t I t k th t,
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Resolved, That tbe Contlllental ~pothecary b,e. directed fit condition for the above purpose.
immediate] )

'
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Resolved, That 53 1-3 Dollars be advanced to Mr. a<Tainstthe common enemy.

Sproat C lel'k at the War Office for his services' he to be
. 0

'VI h f h h d d'
J , , loreas t e movements 0 t e enemy ave now ren ere

accountable. the nei"hbourhood of this City the seat of war which will
Mr. Walton, a Delegate from Georgia, attended? and prevenf tbat quiet and uninterrupted attention to'the publick

produced a, Lette~ fro~ tbe S?cretarr of the C,onventlon of busine~s, wbich should ever prevail in the great Continental
tbat State, mforml!lg 111mof bls appol!ltment, WIth others, to CouncIl:
represent that State for the ensuing year: Resolved That this CO!1O"ressbe , for the Present ad-

b d
. d '

0 ,
Resolved, Tbat he e a mltte to a seat. journed to the Town of Baltimore, in the State of Mary-

Resolved, That Elisha Sheldon ,be appointed Lieutenant- land, to meet on the 20th instant, unless a sufficient number
Colonel Commandant of a Regiment of Cavalry on the to make a Congress shall be there sooner assembled; and
Continental Establishment, with the rank and pay of a that, until the Congress shall otherwise order, General Wash-
Colone] of Foot; and that General T¥ashington be author- ington be possessed of full power to order and direct all
ized to appoint the other officers to the said Regiment; and things relative to the department and to the operations of
tbat the Colonel, with his officers, proceed, without delay, war: and that the several matters to this day referred, be
to raise and discipline the said Regiment; and that they postponed to the day to which Congress is adjourned.

...

Whereas a faJse and malicious report hath been sp.read
by the enemies of America, tbat the Congress was about to
disperse:

Resolred, That General Washington be desired to con-
trarlict the said scandalous report, in General Orders, this
Congress having a better opinion of the spirit and vigour
of the Army, and the good people of these States, than to
suppose it can be necessary to disperse. Nor will they ad-
journ from tbe City of Philadelphia in the present state of
affairs, unless the last necessity shall direct it.

The Committee appointed to examine the Prisoners sent
from New-Jersey, reported, that they have performed that
service, and find some considerable distinction between
them: Whereupon,

Resolved, That the said Committee be empowered to
discharoe from Gaol such of the said Prisoners as do not
appear to have been engaged in measures against the United
States of America; the said Prisoners first signing a Decla-
ration, that they will not hereafter engage in such measures,
nor give the enemies of America aid, information, counsel,
or assistance, in any way or manner whatsoever; and that
such as the said Committee judge proper, give security not
to depart tbe City of Philadelphia without leave of Con-
gress.

Resolved, That General Putnam be directed to order
parties of active, spirited men, with proper guides, to cross
from Philadelphia into New.Jersey, and, under the conduct
of good officers, to act as ~arassing ~arti~s, and to get the
best inteIliO'ence of the motions and sItuatIOn of the enemy,
directinO" them to send frequent daily intelligence tbrough
him to ConO"ress, of the discoveries they shall be able to
make of the ~nemy's movements and situation.

The several matters to tbis day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.
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B&JtimoTI',Friday, Decemhl'T 20, 1776.

Congress met accorr!ing to adjournment.

The Delegates from Georgia produced the Credentials of
their appointment, which were read as foHows:

"In Convention, Savannah, October 9, 1776.

"The Convention proceer!t'cl to ballot for Delt'gates to
represent this State in the Continental Congress for the Yf'ar
ensuing: when, on elosing the poll, it appeared that John
Houston, Lyman Hall, Button Gwinnett, George Walton,
and .Nathan Brownson, Esqrs., were duly elected, and
declared so accordingly.

" A true copy from the Minutes.

"EDWARD LANGWORTHY, Secretary."

Sundry Letters were laid before Congress and read, viz :
Three from Genrral Washington, of the I Qth, ] 3th, and

15th; one, of the 13th, from General Sullivan; fom, from
R. Morris, at Philadelphia, of the 1:3th, 14th, 16th, and
17th; one, of the 8th, from General fVooster:

Ordered, That tbey be referred to a Committf'e of four:
The Members chosen, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Wilson, Mr.

Harrison, and !\Iv. S. Adams.

Resolved, That Benjamin Griffith be appointed to supply
the Prisoners from North- Car()IUla with Provisions, Cloth-
ing, Blankets, and Fuel, sufficient to protect them fi'om the
inclemency of the weather; and that the apartments in
which they are confined be glazed, and in other respects
secured from the weather, so that the bealth of tbe Prison-
ers may be preserved, and they experience that humanity
which bath ever marked the conduct of this Congress to its
Prisoners.

Resolved, That the Presir!ent send to the Council of
Safety of Maryland a copy of the Resolution passed the
9th, and forwarded to the Committee of Cecil, &c" and
inform the said Couucil of the reasons that induced Con-
gress to send the same to the Committees, and request the
Couneil of Safety to exert their utmost endeavours in for-
warding the reinforcements.

Resolved, That the President write to General Washing-
ton, and desire him to send a Flag to General Howe, and
inquire in what manner General Lee, who bas been taken
prisoner, is treater!: and if he finds that he is not treated
agreeable to his rank and charaeter, to sena a remonstrance

.
to General Howe on the subject; and farther, to inquire of
Gpneral Howe whether he will grant permission to send
General Lee such supplies of money as may be necessary
to support him, during his confinement, in a manner suitable
to bis rank in the serviGe of the United States of America:

That tbe President also write to Mr. R. .Morris, and re-
quest bim to send 100 half-johannesto General Washington,
for the use of General Lee.

The several matters to this day referredbeingpostponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, December 21, 1776.

A Letter, of the] st of October last, from S.Deane, Esq.,
also, one of the 19th, from the Committee of Frederick
County, with sundry Resolutions passed by the sain Com-
mittee, respecting the marching of the Militia of that
County, to join General Washington, were read.

Congress being informed that a number of Prisoners were
arrived at Baltimore from Philadelphia:

Resolt\ed, That the Committee of Baltimore Town be
requested to secure, in a convenient room, under a guard,
the said Prisoners, e~cept the two Goodriches, who are to be
committed to Gaol; that Mr. B. Griffith be empowered to
supply them with Provisions and other things absolutely
necessary for them, until farther orders of Congresss.

Resolved,That 6,000 Dollars be advanced to Colonel
Thomas Price, for the purpose of recruiting his Battalion;
he to be accountable.

The Committee of Treasury reported, that they have had
under co.nsideration the Account of Colonel W. Richardson,
for guardmg the Continental Treasury from Philadelphia to
Baltimore; that the expense of the Guard, with the Proven-
der for the Teams, amounts to 378 83-90th Dollars; that
he credits 300 Dollars received by a Warrant on the Treas-
urer, and that there remains due to the said Colonel fiV,
Richardson, 78 83-90th Dollars:

Ordered, That the said Account be paid.

A Letter, of the 15th, from General Armstrong, at Phila-
delphia, \Vas rf'ad:

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.
The Committee to whom were referred the Letters fi'om

General Washington and Mr. ~Morris, hrought in a Report,
which was taken into consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That 1\11'. President inform General Wa.~hing-
ton by Letter, that Congress approve his conduct in not
publishing in General Orders the Resolve of Congress of
the] I th instant.

Resolved, That proper lVlagazines of Provisions for the

Army be immediately formed in or near Pennsylvania, and
that Congress approve of the General's sending General
Armstrong to fix upon the most secure and convenient places
for such Magazines, to animate the Militia, and facilitate the
recruiting service in Pennsylvania:

That Congress approve of General TVashington's send-
ing General Smallwood to ftfaryland, to enconrage and
promote the speedy raising of the New Levies therein; and
that General Smallwood be requested to use his utmost en-
deavonrs in executing tbat business:

That Robert Morris, George Clymer, and George Wal-
ton, Esqs., be a Committee of Congress, with powers to
execute such Continental business as may be proper and
necessary to be done at Philadelphia:

That :200,000 Do]]ars be immediately sent to M I'. Com-
missary it1ease, subject to the disposition of tbe said Com-
mittee, for providing the Militia going into service; for paying
the Soldiers from Ticonderoga, and for such other publick
uses as they shall think propel':

That if the above sum should be insilfficif'nt, the said
Committee have power to ea]] on the Commissioner of the
Loan Offiee, in Pennsylvania, for such farther sums as tbe
Contmental sen'ice there may demand:

That the said Committee keep up a regular correspond-
ence with Congress, informing them, from time to time, of
their proceerlings herein:

That the Resolve respecting the appointment of this Com-
mittee, anJ its powers, be transmitted to Messieurs it/orris,
Clymer, and Walton, by Mr. President; anrl that he inform
the said gentlemen, that Congress approve their care of the
publick business as signified in Mr. ]}Iorris's Letters. Also,
that Mr. itlorris be informed, that Congress highly approve
his plan of fitting tbe Continental Frigates at Philadelphia
regularly for sea, with all possible expedition:

That Mr. Secretary Peters be directed, by the Board of
War, to repair to Baltimore as soon as possible.

Resolved, That 19,000 Dollars be advanced to IVIr. .John
Boyd, Paymaster of Colonel ]}[ackay's Battalion, for the

use of the said Battalion j he to be accountable.
Resolved, That two Chaplains be appointed to Congress,

and that ]}londay next be assigned for electing them.

Congress took into consideration the Letter from the
Committee of Frederick County: Whereupon,

Resolved, That 18,000 Dollars be transmitted to the
Committee of Frederick, fDr the use of the Militia of the
Counties of Frederick, Washl:ngton, and 1Uontgomery,who
mardl to reinforce General Washington; the said Commit-
tee to be accountable:

That the said Committee transmit to General TVashing-
ton a particular a~count of the Money advanced to the
Militia.

Resolved, That Officers of Troops inJisterl for three yean,

or during the war, rf'ceive pay on the new establishment,
from the time of their being appointed by their respective
States, in consequence of the Resolution of Congress passed
the 16th of September last.

Resolved, That such alteration be made in the Rations
of the Virginia Troops as the Governour and Council of
that State shall direct, pro\'ided the expense does not exceed
that of the Ration established for the Continental Army.

Resolved, That 3,000 Dollars be advanced to Colonel
W. Richardson, fi)!'the purp03e of recruiting his Regiment j
he to be accountable.

Re.wlved, That MI'. Hooper be empowered to examine
into the state of the 1Vorth- Carolina Pri~oners, and bave
such of them as are sick, removed to a private bouse, and
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kept unner guard; and that he provide a Physician to at-
tend them.

Re.wlved, That General Washington be directed to pay
the Militia that may reinf(xce his Army, in the same manner
as his other Troops are paid; and that, on their discharge,
one penny a mile be allowed in lieu of rations, to support
them on their mal'ch to their respective places of abode.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock on ltlonday.

Monday, December 23,1776.

Agreeable to the or_del'of the day, Congress E'IectE'd the
Rev. Mr. P. Allison, and the Rev. Mr. W. White, Chap-
lains.

Ordered, That Mr. Witherspoon, Mr. JS. Adams, and
Mr. Hooper, be a Committee to inform the said gentlemen
of their appointment, and desire their attendance.

1\h. Hooper having reported that the present situation of
the Prisoners is very disagl'(wable and dangerous to their
health, on account of the Prison being much out of repair:
Whereupon,

Rtsolved, That until the apartments in the Jail of the
Town of Baltimore shaH be repaired, and put in such a con-
dition as not to endanger the health oft hose who may be
confined in them, the Prisoners from the State of North.
Carolina be removed fi'om thence to different rooms in the
Court-House, 01'wherever else they can be procured, and
there safely locked up and secured; and that the Com-
mittee of Inspection of the said Town be requested to direct
proper apartments for their reception, and from time to time
to keep up a good and sufficient guard over them; and, in
order to secure them more effectually, that the Prisoners,
agreeable to their own voluntary proposal, shall be upon
their parole not to make any attempts to escape from con-
finement, nor interfere in the present war with Great Brit-
ain, by carrying on any correspondence, conversation, or
otherwise, with the enemies of America; and that during
this confinement, BenJamin Gr(ffith, who, by a late reso!ve
of Congress, was directed to su pply the Prisoners when con-
finer! in Jail, continue to supply and accommodate them with
necessaries for their support.

Resolved, That Robert Patton be appointed Doorkeeper,
and James Long Messenger, to Congress.

Re$olved, That to-morrow be assigned for appointing
skinful persons to be sent to examine the Salisbury and Mr.
Livingston's Founderies, agreeable to the Resolution of the
28th of November last.

The Cor?l11ittee of Secret Correspondence having applied
for InstructIOns to enable them to return an Answer to the
Letter read yesterday from Mr. Deane, Congress took the
said Lettf'l' inio consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That the Committee of Secret Correspondence
be directed to inform the Commissioners at the Court of
France, that Congress have received no advices concerning
the proceedings of Portugal, but what they ha ve seen in the
newspapers, the authenticity of which may be doubtful.
That Congress desire exact in rormation /i'om the Commis-
sioners whether any American Vessels have been prohibited
entering, or have been confiscated in the Dominion of Por-
tugal, and on what princi pIes.

That they be directed to remonstrate in the firmest tone
with the Portuguese Ambassador on these subjects so soon
as they shan have weJl-informed themselves of the facts
above-mentioned.

That the Commissioners be authorized to arm and fit for
war any number of Vessels, not exceeding six, at the expense
of the United States, to war upon British property; and
that Commissions and Warrants be for this purpose sent to
the Commissioners, provided the Commissioners be well
satisfied that this measure will not be disaO'reeable to the
Court of France.

. 0

Resolved, Tllat Mr. John Boyd, the Paymaster of Colo-
nel ftlac7cay's Battalion, be empowered to receive {i'om :Mr.
William Smith, at Hanover, such a number of Shoes as may
be wanted for the use or the said Battalion.

Resolved, That the Assemblies, Conventions, Commit-
tees or Councils of Safety, and other persons that are or
may be entrusted with Money for the Militia reinforcing the

A rmies of the United States, transmit the ree-eipts of the
Officers recei\ring the same to the Paymaster or Depllly-
Paymaster General of the respective Armies; who are
hereby directed to make proper stoppages, and give Certifi-
cates of the delivery of such Receipts, specifying therein
the names of the persons signing them, the dates and sums
mentioned in the same, and the persons to whom the Receipts
were given; which Certificates shall be received by the
Commissioners of the Treasury as sufficient vouchers for
discharging the respective accounts ii'om the sums expressed
in the same.

Resolt1ed, That the Commissioners of Congress at the
COllrt of France be authorized to borrow, on the faith of the
Thirteen United States, a sum not exceedinO' Two Millions. 0
Sterltnl!;, for a term not less than ten years.

That if the Money borrowed cannot be obtained at a less
interest than six per centum, the Commissioners be permitted
to engage for that rate of interest, and that they stipulate for
the payment of the interest at periods not less than annual.

That if the Commissioners can contract for the payment
of the principal and interest in the produo.ts of North Amer-
ica, to be delivered here, it \viJl be very agreeable to Con-
gress.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-mOl'ro\V.

Tue,day, December 24,1776.

A Letter, of the 20th, from the Council of Sarety of
Pennsylvania; one, of the 2] st, from Mr. R. ~Morris; one,

of the] Oth, from General Schuyler, with sundry Papers
enclosed, were received and read:

Rcsulved, That the last be referred to the Committee on
the Affairs of the Northern Army.

Resolved, That two Members be added to the said Com-
mittee:

The Members chosen, Mr. IIeyward and Mr. Whipple.

Resolved, That 200,000 Dollars be ad~'anced to the

Council of Safety of Pennsylvania, (or the publick service;

the said Council to be accountable.

Resolved, That Mr. Hillegas, the Treasurer, be empow-
ered to employ proper persons to sign tbe Bins which
remain unsigned in the Treasury, and that he reWI'Il their
names to Congress.

Resolved, That a Letter ue immediately written by Mr.
President to the Assemblies of New-Hampshire, JJlassachu-
setts-Bay, and Connecticut, informing them of the critical

state of the Fortress of Ticonderoga and the other Posts in
that quarter; and tbe extreme danger of General Carleton's
possessing bimself of that Fortress as soon as Lake Cham-
plain sball be so frozen as to be capable of bearing horses;
that, hy a Letter from General Schuyler, Congress is in-
formed that the Troops, now occupying those Posts, wi!!
not tarry after the 31st of this month; and, in the most
pressinl!; terms, urging the necessity or hastening up Troops,
from their respective States, with the utmost despatch, in
the following proportions, viz: 2,500 from JYJassachusetts-
Bay, 1,500 from Connecticut, and 500 from New-Hamp-
shire, making 4,500; inrorming them tbat Congress desire
they will not wait till the several Corps are completed; and
that there is now a plentiful stock of Provisions at Ticon-
deroga, and nothing to fear {i'om the enemy till the Lake
shall be frozen, as above-mentioned.

Re.wlved, That two Members be added to the Committee
appointed on the 17th of October, for the better regulating
the Treasury Board:

The Members chosen, MI'. Nelson and Mr. Ellery.

Resolved, That 533 1-3 DolJars be advanced to Thomas
Nichols, Deputy Quartermaster-General, for the publick

servicE', and charged to the Account of Brigadier-General
JJli.fflin, Quartermaster-General, to whom said Nichols, who
is an officer in his department, is to be accountable.

Resolved, That a Commirtee of five be appointed to pr~
pare and report a plan for obtaining Foreign a"sistan~e:

The Members chosen, MI'. Gerry, Mr. 7Vitherspoon,1\Ir.
R. II. Lee, Mr. Clade, and Mr. S. Adams. -

Sundry French Letters were laid before Congress, and
read:

Ordercd, That the said Letters be referred to the Com-
mittee for procuring Cannon.
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Resolt'ed, That a Member be added to the said Com-
mittee:

The Member chosen, Mr. Lewis.
f Resolved, That two other Magazines of Ammunition, in
addition to that agreed to on the 21 st, be formed, one in the
Eastern States, and one in the Southern States:

Ordered, That the Delegates of the Eastern States con-
fer together, and also those of the Southern States, and fix
upon proper places, and report to Congress on Thursday
next.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock on Thursday next.

Thursday, Deeember 26,1776.

Sundry Letters \vere read, viz:
One, of the 16th, from G~neral Washington, with an

extract ofa Letter from Cormmssary-General Trumbull:
One, of the 13th, fi'om Commissary-General Trumbull, at

}Uorristown:
One of the 8t!\, from Governour Cooke:
One: of the 20th, from General Washington, with a plan

for the establishment of ArtiJ1ery, and a memorandum:
One, of tbe 21st, from General N. Greene:
Two of the 22d, from the Council of Safety of Pennsyl-

vania ~ith sundry Letters from Ticonderoga:
On~, of the 2d, from Colonel Anthony TVayne, at Ticon-

deroga, with sundry Papers enclosed:
One of the 6th, from Colonel J. Wood, at ditto:
One; of the 230, from Samuel Washington, of Berkley

County, Virginia:
One, of the 10th, from Colonel John Brown, of Albany,

with Papers enclosed:
Also, a Letter from Donald M'Leod, Alexander M'Leod,

Kenneth Jl;l'Donald, and a Petition from Thomas Slater,
Prisoners.

Resolved, That 400,000 Dollars be advanced to Joseph
Trumbull, Esq., Commissary-General; he to be account-
able.

Resolved, That J. Trumbull, Esq., Commissary-General,
be empowered to import, at the Continental risk, from Vir-
ginia and Maryland, and the othe! .Southern States,. such
quantities of Flour and other ProvIsIons as he may Judge
necessary for the support of tbe Army.

Resolved, That the Delegates of Virginia be empowered
and directed to write to the Governour and Council of their
State, and request them to contract with proper persons for
the delivery of 10,000 barrels of Flour on James, York,
Rappahannock, and Potomack Rivers, to the oroer of Jo-
seph Trumbull, Commissary-Genera]of tbe Continental
Army or of a lar<rer quantity should he require a furtber
supplf; the said Joseph Trumbull to send V~ssels to take
it in, and to pay for, 01'draw orders on the President of Con-
gress lor the payment of the same.

Ordered,That the Letters read be referred to a Commit-
tee of the Whole.

Con<rress then resolved itself into a Committee of th~
Whole

0

to take into consideration the Letters; and, after
SOIl)etime spent thereon, the President resumed tbe chair,
and Mr. Harrison reported, that the Committee have had
under consideration tbe Letters to them referred; but, not
havinlf had time to finish,desire leave to sit again to-morrowo
at ten o'clock. '

Resolved, Tbat this Congress will, to-morrow, at ten
o'clock, resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to
take into further consideration the Letters read this day.

Resolved,That a Committee of three be appointed to
take into consideration the state of the Army, and report
thereon to-Olorrow morning:

The MemberE: chosen, Mr. Richard H. Lee, Mr. Wilson,
and Mr. S. Adams.

Resolved, Tllat a Committee of five be appointed to pre-
pare a plan for the better conducting the Executive business
of Congress, by Boards composed of per~ons not members
of Congress:

The Members chosen, Mr. Whipple, Mr. Wilson, Mr.
Gerry, .Mr. Nelsoll, and .MI'. Jl;lorris.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock [Q-morrow.

Fdday, December 27,1776.

Resolved, That 3,333 1-3 Dollars be advanced to Mr.
James Nourse, I()r the use of the Militia of Berkley and
Frederick Counties, in Virginia, who are about to march

to reinforce. General -fVashington; tbe said Mr. J. Nourse
to be accountable for the expenditure.

Resolved, That the Resolution passed the 3d of Decem-
ber) granting a pair of Sboesand Stockings to the 1\1ilitia of
Pennsylvania, and the same Rations and Montbly Pay as
the other Troops on the Continental establishment, to com-
mence from the time of their enrollment, be extended to the
Virginia Militia, who march to reinforce General tJlash-
ington.

Sundry Letters were read, viz: one of the ;J3d, from Mr.
R. Morris; one of tbe 3d, from Genera] Schuyler, at Sara-
toga; one from Henricus Godet, of St. Eustatia, of No-
vember 30th; one of the 18th, /i'om Richard Dallam, Deputy
Paymaster-Genera], at Newtown, in Bucks County, Penn-
sylvania; one of the 5th, from Jonathan Trumbull; One of
the ~5th November, from Joseph Trumbull; a]so a Petition
from Faneuil ana others, to the Assembly of Massachusetts-
Bay, and a Reso]ution passed by. the said Assembly in cOn-
sequence thereof.

The Committee On the state of the Army, brou2;ht in
their Report, which was taken into consideration: Where-
upon,

Resolved, That a Brigadier-General of Artillery be ap-
pointed. And the ballots being taken,

Colonel Ilenry Knox was elected.

Resolved, That General Washington be empowered to
use every endeavour, by giving Bounties and otherwise, to
prevail upon tbe Troops, whose term of inlistmentwill ex-
pire at tbe end of the month, to stay with the Army so long
after that period as its situation shaH render their stay
necessary:

That the New Levies in Virginia, Maryland, the Dela-
ware State, Pennsylvania, and New-Jersey, be ordered to
march by Companies, and parts of Companies, as fast as
they shall be raised, and join the Army under General
l1'ashington, with the utmost despatch:

That the foregoing Resolution be tmns01iUed by the
President to the Executive Powers of the States before
mentioned, who are requested to carry it into execution; to
appoint Commissaries to precede the Troops, and procure
Provision for them on their march; and that they be em-
powered to draw money for this purpose from the nearest
Continental Paymaster:

That General Washington be empowered to appoint a
Commissary of Prisoners, and a Clothier-General for supply-
ing the Army; to fix their salaries, and return their names
to Congress:

That General Washington be requested to fix upon that
system of promotion in the Continental Army, which, in his
opinion, and that of the Genera] Officers with him, will pro-
duce most general satisfaction; that it he suggesteo to him,
whether a promotion of Field-Officers in the Colonial line,
and of Captains and Subalterns in the Regimenta] line,
would not be the most proper:

That the Committee of Congress at Philadelphia be
desiredto contract with proper persons for erecting at Car-
lisle, in Pennsylvania, a Magazine, sufficient to contain ten
thousand stand of Armsand two hundred tons of Gunpowder,
and also for erecting a Laboratory adjacent to such Maga-
zlIle:

That tbe Council of Massachusetts-Bay be desired to
contract with proper persons for erecting, in the Town of
Brookfield, in that State, a Magazine sufficient to contain
ten thousand stand of Arms and two hundred tons of Gun-
powder, and also for erecting a Laboratory adjacent to such
Magazine:

That Congress approve of Genera] Washington's direct-
ing the Quartermaster.-Genera] to provide Teams for each
Regiment, and for other necessary purposes:

That the Committee of Secret Correspondence be desired
to direct the Commissioners at the Court of France to pro-
cure if possible fJ'Omthat Court an hundred thousand stand
of Small-Arms:

That the Second and Seventh Virginia Regiments, with
all the convalescents from the other corps left in that State,
and now fit for duty, be ordered to march and join the
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Army under Genera1 Washington, with the utmost despatch,
leaving the Arms that they bave at present, with the Govern-
our and Council of that State, as they will be providedwith
others at the Head of Elk:

That three Regiments, upon the new establishment, in
North-Carolina, be ordered to march immediately to join
General Washington:

That the State of Virginia be empowered to call into
service, at the ContinenQI expense, three Recriments of
Militia or Minute-Men, if such a measure shall, by that
State, be judged necessary. .

The unjust, but determined purpose of the British Court
to enslave these free States, obvious through every delusive
insinuation to the contrary, baving placed things in such a
situation, that the very existence of civil liberty now depends
on the right execution of military powers, and the vigorous,
decisive conduct of these being impossible to distant, nu-
merous, and deliberative bodies:

This Congress, having maturely considered the present
crisis, and having perfect reliance on the wisdom,vicrour,
and uprightness of General Washington, do, hereby,

0

Resolve, That General Washington shall be, and he is
hereby, vested with full, ample, and complete powers to
raise and collect together, in the most speedy and effectual
manner, from any or all of these United StattS, sixteen
Battalions of Infantry, in addition to those already voted by
Congress; to appoint Officers for the said Battalions; to
raise, officer, and equip three thousand Light-Horse, three
Regiments of Artillery, and a Corps of Engineers, and to
establish their pay; to apply to any of the States for such
aid of the Militia as he shall judge necessary; to form such
Magazines of Provisions, and in such places as he shall
think proper; to displace and appoint all officers under the
rank of Brigadier-General, and to fill up all vacancies in
every other department in the American Army; to take
wherever he may be, whatever he may want for the use of
the Army,. if the inhabitants will not sell it, allowing a rea-
sonable price for the same; to arrest and confine persons
who refuse to take the Continental currency, or are other-
wise disaffected to the American cause; and return to the
States of which they are citizens their names, and the
nature of their offences, together with the witnesses to prove
them:

That the foregoing powers be vested in General Wash-
ington, for and during the term of six months from the date
hereof, unless sooner determined by Congress.

Resolved, That the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania
be requestedto take the most vigorous and speedy measures
for punishingall suchas shall refuse Continental currency,
and that the General be directed to gi\'e all necessary aid to
the Council of Safety for carrying tbeir measureson this
subject into eftectual execution.

Mr. Hillegas having returned the names of persons by
him employed to superintend the Press, and tosicrn the Bills
of Credii, they were agreed to; and are,

.::>

Superintendents of the Press: Thomas Harrison, Wil-
liam Smithe, and John Merryman, Junior.

Signers of Money: William Asquith, John Gn:jfith, Her-
cules Courtney, John Cockey, James Kelso, Richa;d Cromell,
James Coll101trn, George Welsh, Theodore Barrel, Thomas
Donnellan, John Boyd, Benjamin Levy, Samuel Hillegas,
and William Govett.

Resolved, That Q66 Q-3 Dollars be advanced to Jolm
Griiftth, for the use of tbe sick Soldiers in Baltimore; he
to be accountable.

"

Th~ several matters to this clay referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, December 28,1776.

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to
prepare a Circular Letter to the several United States, ex-
plaining the reasons whicb induced Congress to enlarcre tIle
powers of General Washington,and requesting them~o co-
operate with him, and give him all the aid in their power:

The Members chosen, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Wilson, and
Mr. Adams.

Resolved, That the Five Millions of Dollars, which, by
the Resolutionof tbe Qd of November last, the Treasury

Board were ordered to prepare and have ready for emission,
be now emitted on the faith of the United States.

Resolved, Tbat tbe Council of Safety of the State of
~Maryll1nd be, and they are hereby, requested to furnish
Mr. JohnGr~f!ithwithfiftyBlankets for the use of tbe Sick
SoJdiers in Baltimore, who stand in immediate need tllere-
of.

Re.wlved, That 400 Dollars be advanced to Colonel
CarvilllIall, for the use of bis Battalion; he to be account-
able.

The Committee to wbom the Report of the gentlemen
who were directed to repair to Ticonderoga,-and the Papers
therein mentioned, were referred, brought in a Report, which
was taken into consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That in the opinion of Congress, the Northern
Army may be supplied more advantageously and conve-
niently, in tbe present mode of the Commissary-General's
governing himself by sl1ch regulations as have been, and
may be, from time to time, ordained hy the General or
Commander-in-Cbief, than by Contractors:

That tbe Commissary-General be direct'ed, without fail, to
supply the Northern Army tbis winter with Vegetables twice
in every week, or more frequently, if possible, and to take
effectual measures that they be well supplied with Vinegar:

That two ]arge Floating Batteries be built on Lake
Champlain, to cover the Boom and the Bridge; and that
General Schuyler be desired to contract with builders for
this purpose in New- York, or ftfassachusetts-Bay, or both
and that General Schuyler provide the materials: '

That the Committee for supplying Cannon be directed to

procure ten brass six-inch Howitzers, with SheJls and a
proper attrail, for the use of the Northern Army:

That a Fort be constructed on Mount Indtpendence:
that the navigation of tbe Lake near that place be obstructed
by caissons, to be sunk in the water, at small distances
from one anoth~r, and joined togeth~r by string-pieces, so
as, at the same time, to serve for a bndge between the For-
tifications on the east and west side; tbat, to prevent tbe
enemy from drawing their sma]] craft over land beyond
Three Mile Point into Lake George, the passage of that
Lake be also obstructed, in like manner, by caissons {i'om .
Island to Island in the Narrows, if practicable, or by Float-
ing Batteries; that Fort Stanwix be strengtbened, and other
Fortifications be made at proper places near the ]}lohawk
River, and that General Schuyltr,or the Commanding Officer
of the Northern Army, execute these works this winter; and
that the Commanding Officers of ArtiJIery, Chief En<rineer
Quartermaster-General, and Commissary-General, Provid~
and perform whate\'er things in their respective departments
are necessary, 01'"may contribute to tile accomplishment
thereof:

That tbe General Court, or Council, of the State of
~Massachusetts-Bay,be requested to procure such a quantity
?f Oa~nm, and. any other articles, as generaJ Schuyler, who
IS desIred to wnte to them on tbe subject, shall require; and
to forward the same to such places ashe shall direct.

The Committeeappointed to prepare a Plan for obtain-
ing Foreign assistance, brought in a Report, which was
read :*

Ordered, That the same be referred to a Committee of
.. December 29, 1776,-Report of C~mmittee on a Planfor obtai~ing Foreign. aSStstance.

The Committee appointed to prepare a plan for obtaininO' Foreign
assistance, beg leave to report the following Resolutions:

b

Reso{ved,As the opinion of this Committee, That Commissioners be
forthwith sent to the Courts of Spain, Vienna, Prussia, the Grand Duke
of Tuscany.

That the several Commissioners of the United States be instruc.ted to
assure the l'espective Courts, that notwithstanding the artful and insid-
ious ~l!dea.voursof the Court of Great Britain to represent the Congress
and mllabltl!J1ts of these States to the European Powers as having a
dis.po.sitl,o~ aga~n to suh,mit, to the sovereignty of the C;own of G,'eat
Bntaln, It IS thell' determmatlOn at all events to maintain their independ-
enc.e.

. Th~t the Commissioners be r~spectively di~ected to use every means
1!1theIr power ~o proc~re ~he assistance of their Most Christian, Catho-
hc.k, and PrltSstan MaJe,stles, for preventing German, Russian, or other
Foreign troops fl'om beIng sent to J1meriClt for hostile pUl'poses against
these United States.

,Th.at his ~ost Chr,istian Majesty be in~uc.ed, if possible, to ~ngage
with the Untted States m the pl'esent war with Great Britain.

That to this purpose, tl~e Ambassadors ,be instructed to represent to
th.e Court of France, that In c.ase G,.eat BI'ttain should suc.ceed aO'ainst
.1merica, a milital'Y government will be established hel'e, and the Amer-
icans, already trained toarms, wiU, howeverunwiIIing, be fOl'ced into the
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the Whole j and that Con,<::ressdo immediately resoh'e itself
into a Committee of the Whole to take the same into con-
sideration.

Congress then resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole, to take into consideration the Report of the Com-
mittee on the Plan of obtaining Foreign assistance; and after
some time spent thereon, the President reSllmed the chair,
and lVIr.Harrison reported that the Committee have had
under consideration the Report to them referred, and made
sundry amendments; but not having time to go through the
whole, desire leave to sit again.

Resolved, That Congress will, to-morrow, resolve itself
into a Committee of the Whole, to take into further consid-
eration the Report of the Committee.

That the Board of War be empowered and directed to
write to Philadelphia for accoutrements and necessaries to
supply the six Troops of Light-Horse ordered from Vir-
gmza.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow mDrning.

Sunday, December 29,1776.

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to consider the
Letter from General Schuyler, dated the 10th of December,
be directed to send a suitable person or persons to Mr. Liv-
ingston, owner of the Foundery in the State of New- York,
and to Governour Trumbull, under whose direction is the
Foundery at Salisbury; also to the Council of the State
of l1!assachusetts-Bay, to procure such Cannon and Ord-
nance Stores, as are required by the General in his said
Letter; they being immediately necessary for the Northern
departmen t.

Congress then resoh'ed itself iuto a Committee of the

eervice of his Britannick Majesty, whereby his power will be greatly
augmented, and may hereafter be employed to reduce to his government
the French and Spanish Islands in the West-Indies.

That should the independence of .2merica be supported, Great Britain,
on the contrary, would at once be deprived of one third of her power and
commerce; that this, in a great measure, would be added to the Kingdom
of Fiance, whose territories in the West-Indies would be less liable to
molestation from G,'cat Britain, and probably enlarged.. That the Commissioners be further empowered to stipulate with the'
Court of France, that all the trade between the United States and the
We..t-Tndia Islands shall be carried on by vessels either belonging to the

subjer.ts of His Most Christian Majesty, or of these States, each having
free liberty to carryon such trade.

That should the proposals already made be insufficient to produce the
proposed declaration of war, and the Commissioners are convinced that
It cannot be otherwise accomplished, they assure His Most Christian
Jl.iajesty that such of the British TIT,st-India Islands as in the course of
the war shall be reduced by the united force of France and these States,
shall be yielded in absolute property to His Most Christian Majesty;
and the United States engage, so soon as the British arms shall be re-
moved from their territories, to furnish and pay ten thousand men, to
cooperate with the arms of Fmnce in making a conquest of said Islands,
provided, nevertheless, that His Most Christian Majesty will be at the
expense of transporting them to the TVc>t-Indies and back again.

That the Commissioners be likewise instructed to assure His Most
Christian Majesty, that should his forces be employed in conjunction
with the Unittd States to exclude his Britannick Majesty from any share
in the cod fishery of .rlme1'ica, by reducing the Islands of .N'ewfoundland
and Cape Breton, and ships of war be furnished when rcquirtd by the
United States to reduce .~ova Scotia, the fishery shall be enjoyed equally
and in common by the subjects of His Most Christian Majesty and
these States, to the exclusion of all other nations and people whatever,
and half the Island of ,N'C!!:foundland shall be owned by and subject to
the jurisdiction of His Most Christian Majesty, provided the Province
of Nova Scotia, Island of Cape Breton, and the remetining part of .N~w-
foundland, be annexed to the terrttory and government of the Umted
States.

That the Commissioners ror the Court of France and Spain consult
together, and prepare a treaty of commerce and alliance as near as may
be similar to the first proposed to the Court of F1'anee, not inconsistent
therewith nor disagt'eeable to His Most Christian Majesty, to be pro-
posed to the Court of Spain, adding thereto: "That if His Catholick
. Majesty will join with the United States in a war against Great Britain,
. they will assist in reducing to the possession of Spain, the town and
. harbour of Pensacola, and in consequence of the unprovoked injury.offered them by the King of Pm'tugal, will declare war against the said

"
King, if that measure,~hall be agreeable to and supported by the Courts,
of France and Spain.
That the Commissioners for the Court of Berlin consult with the

France, and prepare such treaties of friendship and com-
merce, to be proposed in as shall not oe disagreeable to
their Most Christian and Catholick Majesties.

That the Commissioners at the Court of France be informed of the
desio-ns of Congress to selld Commissioners to the Comts of Vienna and
the Grand Dnke of Tuscany, to cultivate the friendBhip of those Princes,
and to form such treaties of commerce as may be beneficial to those
countl'ies and tbe United StatfS, and directed that the Ambassadors from
their Courts to that of France be made acquainted with this design, and
in the mean time to solicit through those Ambassadors the interference
of the Emperour an,l the Duke of Tuscany to prevent Great Britain from
Bending Foreign troops to this country, and to procure a recall of such
Foreign troops as Ilre al read y here.

Whole, to take into consideration the Report of the Com-
mittee on the Plan of obtaining Foreign assistance; and after
some time the President resumed the chair, and 1\11'. F. L.
Lee reported, that the Committee have had under consider-
ation the Report to them referred, and have made sundry
further amendments, which he was ready to report.

Resolved, That the Report be received and taken into
consideration to-morrow.

Rr;solved, That to-morrolV be assigned for appoi\Jting
more General Officers.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Monday, December 30,1776.

A Letter, of the 21st, from Brigadier-General Lewis, was
read; also two Letters, of the 26th and 27th, from Mr. R.
Morris.

The Committee, appointed to consider the Letters from
General Schuyler, relating to the Northern Army, brought
in a Report: \Vhereupon,

Resolved, Tbat General Schuyler, Ot. the Commanding
Officer of tbe Northern Army, be directed to cause an Elab-
oratory to be erected at such place as he shall judge most
convenient, to fix all the necessary Ammunition for the. .
emUing campaign.

Resolved, That fifteen Companies, consisting of a Captain
or Overseer, and thirty men each, be engaged, upon such
terms as General Schllyler shall think just and equitable, for
the Batteau sen'ice: and be occasionally employed on the
bighways and otber works in tbe Quartermaster-General's
Department; and that four Companies of Cill'penters, to
consist of an Overseer and twenty-five men each, be en-
gaged in like manner to attend the Northern Army.

For tbe b(~tter regulating Wagons in the Northern Army,
Resolved, Tlw.t two Wagons be allowed to eacb Company

on a march, and one'Vagon to the Colonel, one to the
Lieutenant-Colonel and Major, one to the Staff of a Regi-
ment, and one for tbe particular use of the Director of the
Hospital. Each Wagon to be drawn by two Horses; (except
that for the Co]onel, which is to be allowed four Horses,)
and subject to such orders as shall, from time to time, be
issued by the General or Commanding OfIicer.

Resolved, That if any Commissioned or Non-Commis-
sioned Officer shall employ more Carriages than are men-
tioned in the foregoing Resolution, he shall not be allowed
to make a publick charge of it, but shall pay the customary
price himself; and, on his refusal or neglect of so doing, he
sliall be subject to be fined by a Court-Martial in treble tbe
sum; one third part of snch fine to be for the use of the
owner of the Wagon or other Carriage so employed, and
the othl'r two thirds to the Paymaster for tbe publick use;
the part adjudged to the owner of the Carriage shall be paid
to him by any Qmlrtermaster on the certificate of the Presi-
dent of the Court-Martial, who shall transmit the whole tine
to the Paymastl'r, in order that the same may be deducted
from the pay of the delinquent.

Congress being informed that some of the Prisoners have
broken out of Gaol, and made their escape,

Resolved, That the Committee of Observation for Balti-
more County be requested to direct immediate and strict
search for the Prisoners, who last night escaped from the
Goal in Baltimore Town; and to offer a reward fiJr the

apprehending and securing the said Prisoners; and that the
said Committee make inquiry into the conduct of the Gaoler,
or any other person suspected of permitting or assisting their
escape; and that tbey take such measures as they shall
think proper to bring the offenders to punishment.

Resolved, That 200 Dollars be paid into the hands of tbe
Committee appointed to consider the Letter from General
Schllyler of the 10th of December, for the payment of tl18
expenses of some suitable person or persons to be sent by
them to Mr. Livingston, Governour Trllmbnll, and the
Council of the State of Massachusetts-Bay, agreeable to a
Resolution passed yesterday; the said Committee to be
accountable.

The Committee appointed to
to the several States, reported
amended, and agreed to:

prepare a Circular Letter
a draft, which was read,
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Ordered, That copies be made, signed by the President,
and transmitted to each of the United States.

It appearing to Congress that it will be extremelr ?if-
ficuh, if not impracticable, to supply the Army of the Unzted
States with Bacon, Salted Beef, Pork, Soap, Tallow, and
Candles, unless the. exportation thereof be prohibited:
Therefore,

Resolved, That none of the said article~, except such as
may be necessary for the crew of any Ship or Vessel, be
exported fi'om any of these Unite~ States after the 5th day
of January next, until the first day of Nov~mber next,' ~r
until Congress shall take further order therem. And It IS
earnestly recommended to the Exe,cutive po~ers of the ,sev-
eral United States, to see that dus ResolutIon be StflCtly
complied with.

Resolved, That the Board of War be empowered to agree
with, and employ, as an Assistant Clerk, Mr. Nourse, late
General Lee's Secretary.

The Report of the Committee of the Whole being read,
the same was taken into consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That Commissioners be forthwith sent to the
Courts of Vienna, Spain, Prussia, and the Grand Duke of
Tuscany:

That the several Commissioners of the United States be
instructed to assure the re5pective Courts, that notwithstand-
ing the artful and insidious endeayours of the C:0urt of Great
Britain to represent the Congress an? lnha?ltan,t~ of the~e
States to the European Powers as ha vmg a diSposition ~g~m
to submit to the sovereignty of the Crown o,f G,:eat ~r~tam,
it is their determination, at all events, to mamtam theIr mde-
pendence :

That the Commissioners be respectively directed to use
every means in their power to procure the assistance of the
Emperour of Germany,. an,d of their Most. Christian, Catho-
lick, and Prussian MaJesties, for preve?tmg German, R~s-
,£'an or other ForeiO'n Troops from bemg sent to Amerzca
for 'hostile purpose~ against these United States, and for
obtaining a recall of those already sent:

That His Most Christian Majesty be induced, if possible,
to assist the United State.~ in the present war with Great
Britain, by attacking the Electo~at~ ?f Hanover, or any
part of the dominions of Great Brztam m Europe, the East
and West Indies:

That the Commissioners be farther empowered to stipu-
late with the Court of France, that all the trade between
the United States and the West-India Islands, shall be car-
ried on by Vessels either belonging to the subjects, of His
Most Christian Majesty, or of those States, each havmg free
liberty to carryon such trade:

That the Commissioners be likewise instructed to assure
His Most Christian Majesty, that should his forces be em-
pJoyed in conjunction with the United ~tates to exclude His
Brita~nick Majesty from any share m the cod fishery of
America, by reducing the Islands of Newfoundland and
Cape Breton, and ships-of-war be furnished .when required
by the Um:ted States, to red~'ce Nova-Scotw, the .fishery
shall be enjoyed equally and III common by the subjects of
His Most Christian Majesty and these States, to the exclu-
sion of all other nations and people whatever; and half the
Island of Newfoundland shall be owned by and subject to
the jurisdiction of His Most Christian Majesty; provided the
Province of Nova-Scotia, Island of Cape Breton, and the
remaining part of Newfoundland, be annexed to the terri-
tory and government of the United States:

Tbat should the proposals already made be insufficient to
produce the proposed declaI:ation of war, and th~ Commis-
sioners are convinced that It cannot be othenVlse accom-
plished, they assure His Most Cbristi~n Majesty, that such
of the British West-India Islands as III the course of tbe
war shall be reduced by the united forces of Prance and
these States, shall be yielded in abs?lute property to His
Most Christian Majesty; and the Unzted States engage on
timEjlynotice to furnish a~ their eX'pense~and deliver at ~o~ne
convenient port or ports III the said Umted States, provIsion
for carrying on e:cpeditions against the ~aid .Island, to the
amount of two mIllions of dollars, and SIX frigates, mount-
inO' not less than twenty-four guns each, manned and fitted
fo~ the sea, and to render any other assistance which may
be in their power, as becomes good allies;
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That the Commissioners for the Court of France and
Spain consult together, and prepare a treaty of commerce
and alliance, as near as may be, similar to the first proposed
to the Court of France, not inconsistent therewith nor dis-
aO'reeableto His Most Christian Majesty, to be proposed to
tI~eCourt of Spain, adding thereto, "That if His CathoJick
Majesty will join with the United States in a war agai!lst
Great Britain, they will assist in reducing to the possessIOn
of Spain the town and harbour of Pensacola, provided the
citizens and inhabitants of the United States shall have the
free and uninterrupted navigation of the Mississippi, and use
of the harbour of Pensacola, and will, provided it shall be
true that His Portuguese Majesty has insultingly expelled the
vessels of these States from his ports, or hath confiscated
any such vessels, declare war against the said King, if that
measure shall be agreeable to and supported by the Courts
of France and Spain:

That the CommiEsionersfor the Court of Berlin consult
with the Commissioners at the Court of France, and prepare
such a treaty or treaties of friendship and commerce to be
proposed to theKing of Prussia as shall not be disagreeable
to their MosLChristian or Catholick Majesties:

That the Commissioners at the Court of France be in-
formed of the designs of Congress to send Commissioners to
the Courts of Vienna and the Grand Duke of Tuscany, to
cultivate the friendship of those Princes, and to form such
treaties of commerce as may be beneficial to those countries
and the United States; and directed to acquaint the Ambas-
sadors from their Courts to that of France with this design,
and in the mean time to solicit through those Ambassadors
the interference of the Emperor and the Duke of Tuscany,
to prevent Great Britain from sending Foreign Troops to
this country, and to procure a recall of such Foreign Troops
as are already here.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, December 31,1776,

A Letter, of tlle 27th, from General Washington, and
one, of the 28th, from the Committee of Congress, at Phil-
adelphia, with sundry Papers enclosed, were read;

Resolved, That Doctor ~Iackenzie be, and he is hereby
authorized, to purchase such Medicine as is immediately
wanted for the sick Soldiers belonging to the Army of the
United States, now in Baltimore, and return an account
thereof to Congress.

Resolved, That General Smallwoodbe directed to exert
his utmost endeavours, and give the necessary orders and
instructions to expedite the raising the Levies in the State of
Maryland; and that it be earnestly recommended to the
Legislature and Council of Safety, the several Committees
of Observation, the Civil, Military, and Militia Officers of
said State, and every friend of liberty and the United
States, to give General Smallwood every assistance in their
power.

Resolved, That 300 Dollarsbe advanced to Lieutenant-
Colonel Antil, of Colonel Hazen's Battalion, for the use of
the said Battalion; and that the same be charged to the
account of Colonel Hazen, who is to be accountable.

Resolved, That the requisitionof General Schuyler for a
supply of sixty tons of Cannon Powder, and thirty-four tons
of Musket Powdcr, for the use of the Northern Army, be
referred to General Washington; and that he be directed
to furnish that Army with such quantities of that article as
can be spared.

ltesolved, That the Board of War be directed to infoml
General Washington of the quantities of Gunpowder, be-
longing to the Congress, on hand in the'differcnt parts of
America, as far as may have come to their knowledge.

A Memorial from Lieutenant-Colonel Antil was pre-
sented to Congress, and read:

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.
A Letter from William Kennon, of North- Carolina, to

General Lee, was read;
Ordered, That it be refelTed to a Committee of three:
The Memuers chosen: Mr. Hooper, Mr.. lIeyward, and

Mr. Harrison. .

Resolved, That any restrictions heretofore imposed upon
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the 'exportation of Sta ves and other Lumber, except to Great
Britain, Ireland, and the British Islands, or any place un-
der the dominion of Great Britain, cease.

Resolved, That a Letter be written to General Tfashing-
ton, desiring him to order the Clothier-General to send
agents into each State, to buy up Linens, and other Cloth-
ing proper for the Soldiery; and that he give similar orders
to the Quartermaster-General to pursue the same mode for
procuring a sufficient quantity of Tent Cloth; and that
they be severally directed to apply to the States to afford
all necessary assistance therein. And whereas great ex-
pense hath heretofore arisen from publick agents bidding
against each other, the General is desired to caution tbe
Clothier-General and Quartermaster-General, that their

agents aforesaid, fall not into the above mistake in time to
come.

A Memorial from John Matthewson, and others, was read;
also a Letter from Mr. Hughes:

Ordered, That they be referred to the Marine Com-
mittee.

An Appeal being lodged against the judgment of the Court
of Admiralty for the State of Rhode-Island and Providence
Plantations, in the libel, Esek Hopkins VS. Richard
Derby:

Ordered, Tbat it be received, that it may be prosecuted
before the Committee on Appeals.

The several matters to this day referred beinO'postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

0

END OF THE THIRD VOLUME OF THE FIFTH SERIES.

WA6BINGTON, January, 1853.

.
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a member of Congress, - 385
Said to have advised the New-Hampshire Grants to

be set off in a new State, - - 503
On a Committee of Congress on an appJication of

General Schuyler, - - - - - - 1506
On Committee respecting salt, - 1570
On Committee for circulating a treaty among the

Hessians, - 1584
On Committee on report from Committee to the

Northern Army, - 1584
On CQmmitteeto prepare anAddress recommending

a day o£fasting, - 1602
On Committee on sundry letters, - - - - 1607
On Committee to inform Chaplains of their elec~

tion, - 1609
On Committee on obtaining foreign assistance, ~ 1610
On Committee on state of the Army, - ~ 1611
On Committee to prepare Circular respecting the

enlarged powers of General Washington, - - 1613
Adams, Samuel, Secretary of Massachusetts Council, 433
Adams, Lieutenant Simon, certificate of, to character

of Giles Gaylord, . 1137
Adams, William, appointed First Lieutenant, - - 458
Adams, Winborn, appointed Major in new Army, 62..1!646
Address, of South-Carolina Assembly to the President, 7

By the General Assembly of Massachusetts to tbe
Officers and Soldiers of that State in the Army, - 425

To tbe Inbabitants of Philadelphia, - 483
Of Grand Jury of Burlington County, New-Jersey,

to Judge Tucker, ~ 68'2
Of Pennsylvania Council of Safety to Freemen of

Pbiladelphia, - . 809

Of" Hampden" to the
UAssociators" of Pennsyl-

vania, - 800
Of City and County of New-York, and of King's

and Queen's Counties, transmitted to England, 892
Of House of Lords to the King, - - 982
Amendment proposed to, of House of Lords to the

King, - 980
Answer to, of House of Lords to the King, - - 983
To the King, debate in the House of Commons on, 983
Of House of Commons to the King, amendment

proposed to, - - 984
Of House of Commons to the Kirlg, - 1005
Answer to, of House of Commons to the King, - 1006
To the Inhabitants of America, Committee or Con-

gress to prepare,
- 1602

To the Inhabitants of America, adopted by Con-
gress, . 1603

Of Continental Congress to the People, - 1149
To the Pub1ick, on Monopolies and Extortion, 1176
Of the Meeting of Sufferings of the Quakers for

PennsylvaniaandNew-Jersey,- - 1309
Of Pennsylvania Council of Safety to the Inhabitants

of the State, - -1m
Of New~ York Convention to their Constituents, - 1380
Of Pennsylvania Assembly to the Inhabitants of the

State,
'

1399
"

'.
"'.
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Adgate, Matthew, Member of New-York Convention, 231 Albany-Continued.
On Committee on Jetter from Dutchess County, M 231 PJan of General Carleton to unite with General
On Committee on resolutions of Congress, - - 236 Howe at, - 340
On Committee on letters from Manor of Livingston, 242 Report of Committee on Conspiracies: in the case
Member of New-York Committee of Safety, - - 250 o£the late Mayor of, - - - - - 360
On Committee on letter of Jacobus Lansing, Jr.) - 254 Letter from Committee of, read in New-York Com~
On Committee to superintend Poor, - 308 mittee of Safety, - 364
On Committee on pay-rolls of Charlotte Rangers, - 329 Boards and tar to be sent from, for works of obstruc-
On Committee on musler-foU of Captain "'Tisner, - 330 tion in Hudson's river, - 374
On Committee on Memorial of Captain James Captain Woollcott's Comp3ny wanted at, - 490

Stewart, ~ ~ 337 Estimate of flour purchased at, - 570

On Committee on aCCounts of Westchester County, 342 Extract from Minutt:s of Committee of, .. 572
On Committee on pay~roll of Captain Scribner, .. 354 General Gates to remain at, tiJI further orders, - 835
On Committee on CIJptainTownsend's pay-roll, - 361 Army from Canada cannot reach, before September, 926
On Committee on pay of Delegates in Convention, 371 The people at, uneasy at the return of so many
Motions made by,

_ .. - .. - 277,361 Tories, ~ - ]076
Letter fromJto John McDonald, miner, .. 109R Report of a letter being wrote to (he enemy by the
Letter fromJ to the Superintendent of the Lead Mayor of, .. .. - - .. .. - 1086

MinesJ.. - .. - . .. - - 1141 General Howe does not look forthe Northern Army
Adlum, John, Judge of Election, Frederick County, to reach, before the middle ofSeptemberJ - - 1318

Mary]and, - 173 AJbany County, New-YorkJ account ofbal! and flints
And otbers, letter from, to Maryland Council of delivered to, - - - - - - - 213

Safety, - - 836 Lower part of, infested with disaffected persons, - 2:n
Admiralty, British, letter from Secretary of, to Mr. Company to be raised in, - 232

NeaveJ . - 459 Committee to purchase clothing in, for the troops, 233
Mr. Stevens Secretuy tOJ - 816 One hundred pounds advancedfor purchasing cloth-

Admiralty Court, bill fixing jurisdiction of, in South- ing in, - 255
Carolina,

_
- -

..
- -

60) 74 Report on muster-roll of Rangers raised in, - - 262
lVIaryhmdJ John HaJJ appointed Judge of, . - 94 Six hundred pounds ad,,-aJJced to, for pay of RangersJ 266
:Maryland) J oho Rogers elected a Judge of, in the Names of a number of disaffected persons in, - 289

room of John Hall, resignedJ - - - - 117 Reflections of Mr. Yancey againstJ - - .. 298
Maryland, Benjamin Nicholson appointed Judge ofJ Militia of, ordered out to build barracks at FishkiJl, 302

in the stead of John Rogers, resigned, - - 13q Detachment of MiHtia of, employed in hunting
Virginia, ship Caroline condemed by, as a lawful ToriesJ - 330,337

prize, - 1093 Application for bounty for Rangers raised in, - 248
No .Tudge of, in the Jerseys, - - 1372 Prisoners to be sent to Exeter fromJ - 469
PbiladeJpbia, I1ppeal against a sentence of, - .. 1563 Names of a number of disaffected in, - - 56~
Virginia, appeal against a sentence of, - - - 1585 General Schuyler not compelled to impress a single
Rhode-Island, appeaJ against a judgment ofJ-

~ 1620 carriage in, .. 567
Advances, of States to the Army, accounts of, called Request of General Howe to raise troops in, - 587

for, - 811 Anthony Van Bergen Colonel of the Militia Regi-
Advertisement, for apprehension of l\1ajor French and ment in, - - 784

others, - 1452 High prices of clothing in, ~ ~ 796
Affirmation) allowed in Maryland in certain cases, in- Part of Militia of, to march to North-Castle, - - 1348

stead of oath, - - 146 Albree, Gideon, member of Committee of MendonJ
Agard, Salmon, appointed Ensign, - - 460 Massachusetts, - 738
Agents) Continental- Albree, John, member of Committee of Mendon, ~ 738

MassachusettsJ John Bradford, . 659 Albdght, Peter, Committee to report on bricks deliv-
North~CarolinaJRobertSmitb, .. 660 eredby, - .. 8!}4
South-Carolina, Livinus Clarkson and John Dorsius Alden, John, appointed Ensign, ~ 460

appointed, - 739 Alden, Mr., bearer ofa letter from Governour Trumbull
Georgia, John Wereat appointedJ - 671 to General Wa~hington, - - 1193
New-Hampshire) John Langdon, - - 799 Alexander, Capt. Charles, sent to Philadelphia, -1229,1230

Agnew, Brigadier-Genera], Briti.!5h, at General Howe's At Philadelphia, - - 1240
Head-QuartersJ - 858 Captain of the Delaware frigateJ - - 1336

To sustain post of Mamaroncck, ~ ~ 923 Information brought by, of the attack on Trenton, - 1427
Aid-l\1ajor) New~ York Committee ('f Safety recom- And others, Address from, referred to the Marino

mend appointment of: - 318J 319 Committee, - 1594
Congress empowers New-York to appoint,. - 1594 Alfred-see ,N'u:vy,Continental.
Blank Commissions for five, sent from Congress to Alger, Lieutenant WiJliamB., - - 219

New-York Committee of Safety, ~ ~ -
1069 Complaint of, against Jacob Deane, .. 258

.croColonel Dubojs's Regiment, Albert Pawling ap- Allegiance, oath of, to be taken by Loyal Vo]unteers, 588
pointed, . - 959 Allcin, "Villiaml Midshipman on sloop Pro\'idence, - 738

General Washington disapproves creating the office Allen, Andrew, late a member of Congress, at Tren.
of, - - 1245 too, with the enemy, - 1230, 1231

Ainslie, Thomas, arrh'al oC in England, from Canada, 1134 Has come in and claimed protection, - - 1377
Albany, fortifications suggested for defi:mce of, - 254 Gone to sue for pardon, - 1397) 1434

Committee to proceed tOJ from New-York Commit~ Allen, Benjamin, left sick on board the Cartel,.- - 507
tee of Safety, - . 260 ABen, Captain, bearer of a letter from William Ken-

Committee authorized to caH out Militia of, - - 260 non to General LeeJ - 1106
Committee oC request a8sistance of Convention to Allen, Captain, member of a Court-Martial, - 700, 1494

forward flour for the Northern Army, - 265. Member of a Court of Inquiry, - - . - 1491
Letters from Committee of) to New-York Com'en- IAllen, Daniel, appointed Captain by Connecticut As-

tian, - 266,844,1111 ,emhly,- - - - - - - - 458
Letter to Committee of, from New-Yark Commit- Allen, Captain Edwilrd, recommended for command

tee of Safety, - - 268 of brigantine Comet, .54
Letter from Committee of Convention at, read in Appointed Captain of brigantine Comet, 54

Committee of Safety, . - - . ~ 275 Instructions to, . - 1534
Letter to Committee of the Convention atJ.. - 276 Letter from, recein~d by Navy.Board of South- Car-
Committee to devise plan of keeping up regular olina, - 1537

communication betweenJ and Fishl\iJlJ - .. 278 Arrived at Charlestown, with two prizes, - 1537
Report of Committee on communication between, Letter to, from South~Carolina Navy-Board, - - 1538

and FishkiJJ, - - 285 To open a Rendezvous, 1539
Report of Committee of New-York Committee of .:\Jlen, Colonel Ethan, his brother permitted to (TOto

Safety convened at) - 288-299 Halifax for relief of, ~ ..
_ _ _0 .. 416

Expregs~sre~ommended to be establitihed between, General Washington particularly instructed to pro-
and FJshklll, - - 291 posP.the exchange of, - - -

_ ~ 1187
Committee of Correspondence at, - 305 Allen, Heman, on Committee to \\Tindsor, - 945
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Allen, Jacamiah, account of, for guarding cannon at America-Continued.
King's Hridge,

_
- 255 The events in, are trivial, compared with wha.t may

Account of, referred to Convention, .. 258 hereafter be expected, - 142

Allen, John, of Nova-Scotia, representation of, to Suspected that France and Spain mean to take pos-
Massachusetts Council, relative to Micmac and session of their former dominions in, - 1436

St. John's tribe of Indians, - 800 The fate of, suspended on the speedy raising and
Probably present with Congress,

_
- .. .. 1436 disciplining a new ArmYt.. .. 1465

Allen, John, late a member of Philadelphia Commit- American, the name used by G~meral Washington to
tee, gone to the enemy,

_
1230,1231, 1377, 1397, 1434 Ammonette, Captain, pilot-boat purchased from, - 1536

Allen1Joseph, and others, owner of schooner Lang- discourage local distinctions, . ~ 1312
don, Petition of, to Massachusetts Council; . 403 Ammunition, members of New-York Convention to

Allen, Joseph, acting Lieutenant on sloop Provi- furnish themselves with, to prevent a surprise, - 242

dence, - 738 Commiuee to furnish General George Clinton with, 370
Appointed Commander of prize snow Kitty, - 739 Resolve for supplying Militia of Berkshire County,

Allen, Joseph, recommended to General Washington Massachusetts, with, - 412
by Colonel Sargeant1

_ _ _
- - 1038 Petition of Sixth Regiment of Lincoln County, Mas-

Allen, Captain Lathrop, commanding at Fort Dalgh- sachusetts, for, - 441

ton, - 291 Penobscot Indians supplied with, - 445

Lett{!r from] to General Schuyler,
_

- 5'77 Furnished to Sixth Regiment of Lincoln County,

Allen1 Levi, brother of Colonel Ethan Allen, resolve Massachusetts, - 446

on Petition of,
_

- 412 Account of, delivered to Lieutenant-Colonel De
Permitted to go to Halifax,

_ . 416 Roussi, - - 742
Allen, Mr., New- York, muskets engaged from, - .. 213 Exportation of, from Great Britain prohibited, - 773
Allen, Lieutenant Noell, kiJIed at Harlem, .. 721 Account of, brought from tbe east end of Long-
Allen, Oliver, Commander or privateer True.Blue, - 416 Island by Colonel Livingston, - - - - 1144

AIlen1 Paul, member of the Town Audit, Providence, 786 Abundantly manufactured in almost alJ the States, - 1386

On Committee to collect tools for intrenchments," 1130 Southern States requested to lay up magazines of, - 1576

Allen, Samuel, deposition of, referred to Commiuee Two other magazines of, to be formed, - - - 1611
on Conspiracies, .. 267 Amnesty, bill for1presented in South-Carolina Assem-

Deposition of, respecting Toriet!, - - 583 bly, 60

Allen, Solomon, account of, sent to Maryland Coun- Bill for, rejected in South-Carolina Assembly, 67
cil of Safety,

_
- 1482 Amos, Benjamin, elected Captain. Maryland, - - 915

Allen, William, late a Lieutenant.Colonel in the Con.. Amos, Joshua, elected First Lieutenant, Maryland, . 915
tinental service, gone to the enemy, - - - 1230, Acceptance of appointment, - 915

1231, 1377, 1397, 1434 Amstead, J., tried and aequitted by a Court-Martial, - 528

Allen's Town, in Jersey, letter of Thomas Rodney from, 1486 Ancrum, William, Commissioner to purchase salt,
Allentown, Pennsylvania, sick removed to, - - 1258 South-Carolina, 31
Alliances, Foreign, Maryland Dele-gates in Congress Anderson, Alexander, to be confined in ja.iI, - 469

authorized to concur in making, .. 179 Andrews, Ebenezer, New-York, - 222
Silas Deane urges the necessity of forming, with Anderson, Captain Ephraim, returned with his party, 1344

France and Spain,
_ . 1022 Has gained great honour in several enterprises

Between the United States and France and Spain, against the enemy, near Trenton, - - - 1419

proposed articles of, - 1052 Anderson1 James, payment to~ for ferriage, - 1593

Treaty of, to be proposed to France,
_

- 1618 Anderson, James, express to Ticonderoga, 553,594
Al1ison, Rev. P., Baltimore, - 827 Andover, Mas:;ac.husetts, orders for delivery of powder

Elected Chaplain to Continental Congress,
_

- 1609 from Powder Mill at, - - - - 378, 383

AIlison, Surgeon, position of) in case of action, - 530 Andrew, Captain Richard, examination respecting out-
Allison, William, salt forcibJy carried from store of, - 359 rages committed by, . 695
Allison, Colonel William) member of New-York Con- Andrew Doria-see NaVy, Coniinenial.

veotion,
_

- 231 Angel, Major, member of a Court-Martial, - 654
00 Committee on letter of General Clinton,

_
- 240 Angell, Colonel James, on Committee to examine suit-

Member of New-York Committee of Safety,
_ _

250 able places for erecting batteries for defence of
On Committee to consult with IVTr.Graham,.. - 250 Providence,- - - - - - - 1130
On Committee on letter of Jaeob Lansing, Jr., - 254 Anna Maria, ship, taken by privateer Revenge, - 395
On Committee relative to building Barracks, - - 286 Annapolis, meeting of Maryland Convention at, 83
On Committee to superintend Poor, - 308 Delegates from, in Com'eution, 85
Letter of Genera] George Clinton referred to, - 349 Inhabitants of, petition to be reinstated in their for-
On Committee to supply back inhabitants with salt, 359 mer right of voting for Representatives for Anne
On Committee on letter from Albany Committee, - 364 Arundel County,
Letter to~ from General George Clinton, - . 1262 Allowance to Captain Fulford for superintending
Orders of General Clinton to, approved by Com'en- fortificationsat, - - ~ - - - 126

tion, - 1300 Two Companies of ArtiJIeryto be stationed at, - 129
Letter from, to Captain Johnson, - - 1348 Officers of a Company to be stationed at, - 131

Allison & Worril, payment to, by Pennsylvania Conn- To have all rights, privileges and benefits agreeable
cilofSafety, - .. 191 to its charter, - - - - - - - 146

Allnut, William, Judge of Election1 Cal,ert COlJnty, Entitled to two members in the House of DeJeO'ates, 165
Maryland,

_ _ _ .;. _ _ _
173 Entitled to one Delegate in the Senate,

_0
- 167

Allyn, John] Adjutant of Colonel Gay's Regiment, - 727 Ejectors of the Senate to meet at, - 173
Amaritoll, agreement o~ with Silas Deane, to enter the Judges of Election (orl to introduce the new Govern-

Army of the United States, - 1089 meot, - 174
Ambler, Joshua, Chairman of Committee of Pound- Letter from Baltimore Committee to Committee at 1179

bridge, in Westchester County, - - 257 Anne Arundel County, Maryland, Delegates from, i~
Amboy, New-Jersey, sick in Ho,"pital at, -

~ 463 Convention,-
General Stephens]s Brigade at, .. - 740 Thomas Wilson fined by Committee of, for not en-
Enemy at, - - 1027 rolling in the Mi1itia,
Letter from Dr. Shippen at, - - 1298 Petition of inhabitants of, to form an Independent
The enemy bendjng their way ba<:,ktOJ with aJl Militia Company rejected,- . - - 92

speed, - 1487 Stockiog Manufactory in, - 93
America, Address ofa Soldier to the Independent Sons Redignation of Delegates in Convention from, on

of, - - 685 account of Instructions, -
Observations on the contest with, - 687 Petition for a new election in,
A Memoir on) presented by SiJas Deane to the Envoy Depositions to be taken relative to election in,

of the Grand Duke of Tuscany,
_

-
_ . 851 New election to be held in,-

Importance of, appears more and more striking to Inhabitants of Annapolis, petition to be reinstated
all Europe, - - - .. .. -

_
883 jn their former right of voting for Representatives

Remarks on ihe charac.ter or the people of, - - 1049 for, - - - - - - - - 95
Has suffered more from herself thOD her enemip,s 1358 Petition against election in, withdrawn, - 100
Colonel White~s statement of affairs in,

j

- 1423 Delegates from, jn Convention~ - 107

95

84

91

95
95
95
95
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Anne Arundel Count v, Marvland-Cont-inued. Arms-Continued.
.

Battalion of, to be c;"]ed together as soon as possible, 107 Resolve for supplying Militia of Berkshire County,
Petition of Thomas Deale, Sheriff of, -

R 108 Massachusetts, with, - 412
John Evans, John Price, and Robert Howith, com. Resolution of Connecticut for procuring, - 454

mitted to the jail of)
_ . 110 Arrival of three thousand stand of, from France) - 512

Petition of Basil Clarkson, to be released from jail Seventy~two chests of, imported in the Hancock
of,

_
- 125 andAdams, - - - - - - 746,1571

Fine set upon Thomas Wilson by Committee of, rea Exportation of, from Great Britain, prohibited, - 773
mitted,

_
- 162 Manuractured for Marylaud, - - - - 776

Inhabitants of Annapolis not to vote for Delegates Colonels to be answerable for return of! furnished
for

_
- 165 to New-York Militia. - 899

Judg~~ of Election for! to introduce the new Gov- To be returned before the men are discharged, - 906
ernment,

_
- 173 Order of Massachusetts Board of War to Messrs.

Anstruther! Captain, prisoner, application of, for ser- Penet & Son fOf, - 1065
vants, - 764 Loaned to Colonel Coit's Regiment, return of, de-

Anthony)Hezekiab,claimof,beforeSouth-Carolina sired - - .. - .. - - - 1144
Navy~Board,- - .. - .. - - 1538 Accou~tof, broughtfromthe east end of Long-

To be dismissed the senke, in case of refusing cer- Island by Colonel Livingst.n, - - - 1144
tain orders, - 1538 Ship with three thousand stand o~ taken prize, - 1183

Antigua, West-Indies, inteJligence at) - - - 1269 Inhabitants of Philadelphia ordered to deliver, to
Antill,Lieutenant-ColonelEdward)to recruitin the Mr.Towers - - - - - - - 1200

SouthernStatesJ - 843 Aquantityof:importedin thesloopof war lnde-
,Memorial of, to Continental Congress, - - - 1507 pendence, - .. ~ - - - - 1241
Advance to, for recruiting, - - 1597J 1604J 1618 Difficult to find, for Pennsylvania Militia, - 1310
Memorial from) referred to Board of War, - 1618 Arrival of a sloop at Chester with) - 1310

Antill, Mrs., permitted to go to New-York, - 1168 Consumption and waste of, have been great, - 1312
Antiscorbutics, to be prO'o.-idedfor the Northern Army, 1592 General Washington has none to furnish the Militia, 1361
Apothecary, Continental, directed to send all the Con- Abundantly manufactured in almost all the States, 1386

tinental medicines to the Quartermaster-G€neral, 1605 Arrival of, in a Continental brig from St. Frangois, 1436
Appeal, Court of, established in South-Carolina, 74 Commissioners to France desired to procure a hun-

Constitution of COLlrt of, in Maryland, - - - 172 dred thousand stand ofJ - - 1612
Against a sentence of the Court of Admiralty of Armourer, some proper person to be appointed to act

Philadelphia, - - - - - - - 1563 in the capacity of, - - - - - - 1576
Against a sentence of the Court of Admiralty for Armstrong, Ensign James, Second Pennsy}vaniaBat-

Virginia,- - - - . . - - 1585 talion,promotedto SecondLieutenant, - - 876
Against a sentence of the Court of Admiralty for Armstrong, General John, letter from, to the Board of

Rhode-Islaud,- - 1620 War, - - - - - - - - 1151
Apples, from America, a few barrels of, would be a To go to Pennsylvania to animate the l\filitia, 1201, 1608

curiosity in France, - - - . - - 1052 Letter from, to President of CongressJ - - - 1228
Appleton, Nathaniel, Commissioner of the Loan Office, Congress approve of .sending to Pennsylvania, - 1368

Massachusetts, - - - - .. - 1286 Allowance to, for traveIJing expenses to and from
Appraisement, to be made of the estate ofIsaac Atkin- South-CaroJinaJ - . - - - - 1575

80n, 98 Payment to, .. 1580
Apprentices, not to be inUsted in Maryland, without Letter from, laid before Congress, - 1608

leave of the master, - - 164 Armstrong, Lieutenant} taking care of the sick at
ArbitraryPower,doctrineofnon.resistanceto,rejected Orange-Town- - - - - - - 506

in the Maryland Declaration of Rights, - 144 Army, British, campaign of 1777 for} proposed by
Archer, John! member of Maryland ConventionJ 83 General Howe, - 926, 1317

. On Committee on Rifle CompaniesJ 93 Moulders away amazingly, - - 928
Letter from) to Maryland Council of Safety, - - 851 Northern, winter quarters of, -1029, 1134

Archer &. Harris) letter from, to Maryland Council of Remarks on the difference between the number of
Safety, - 761 troops paid fOl, and the number in actual service, 1029

Ardt, Captain] payment to, for drums, . 193 Extract of a letter from an officer in," - - 1037
Armand, James, late master of the ship Queen-of-Eng- Return of killed, wounded and missino- in, - - 1055

land, Petition o~ to Massachusetts CouncilJ - 402 Progressof, in New-Jersey,probablycheckedby
Armer, Thomas, payment to, on account of Elizabeth the heavy rain, - - - .. - - 1070

Robinson, ..1569 Spread desolation wherever they go, 1072
ArmsJ order of Maryland Convention for the irnporta- Conduct of, in New-JerseYJ- - - 1188) 1376

tion of, - - 116 A stroke upon, in its sca.ttered state, meditated by
For Co]onel Crawford's Battalion of Militia, Penn- General Washington, - - . - ~ 1215

sylvania, - - . - - - - . 183 Depositions relative (0 conduct of, 1233
Purchased from Non-As50ciators in Pennsylvania, 183 Must waste away every campaign] - .. - 1394
Payment to Colonel GreenwaH for, - - - 183 Every species of ravage and calamity have marked
Delivered to First Battalion of Philadelphia Militia, 189 their footsteps, -

.
-

_ _ _
1399

Delivered to Second BattaJion of Philadelphia Mi- Successes of, in New-Jersey and Rhode-Island will
litia, - 190 open resources of provisions, - - - - 1404

Impressment of, recommended in Pennsylvania, - 195 ArmYJContinentalJSouth-Carolinapermittedto raise
Payments by Pennsylvania Council of Safety, for two additional Battalions for,

_

repairing, -
.

- - 194, 197, 198, 200 Re~olves of Congress respecting, jn South-Caro-
Payments for, by Pennsylvania Council of Safety, - 186. lma, 13 17

198, 199; 202 Colonies recommended by Congress to provide'
To be delivered to Militia of Philadelphia, - - 200 blankets and clothing for, - - - - - 13
Payment by Pennsylvania Council of Safety for col.. Bounty offered to recruits for three years, 13

lecting, - .. - - - - - - 200 Eighty-eight Battalions to be raised for the war, 53J210
Pennsylvania, Committee to examine state of, - 187 Bounty and lands offered to recruits for the war, - 53,
Appropriation by Congress for the purchase of, for 54, 210, 211

New~York,- - - - - - . 208 ProceedingsinSouth-CarolinaA8semb]yrelativeto
CoJonel Hay requests! for his Regiment, - 240 raising quota for, 66167
l\lembers of New-York Convention to furnish them- Difficultyof raising South-Carolina quota for, 76

selves with, to prevent -a surprise, - 242 Res~l~tio~s of l\faryland Convention respecting
Order for repair of, New-York, . 243 ralsmg Its quota for, - -

_ _
120,178

RemovedfromSuffo]kCounty,New-York, Commit- Instructions to Recruiting Sergeant::;,Maryland, _
164

tee to inquire for, - - ~ .
- * 244 Suffering fQrwant of boards, 207

In possession of Colonel Luddington, taken from Fortifying their flanks, _
213

disaffected person8, .. 244 Report of Committee in New-York Convention on
Only one hundred in the Manor of Livingston, - 266 raising four Battalions for, (noteJ) ~

_ _

218
Lost, petition to Massachusetts Court for alJowance Resolutions of New-York Committee of Safety for

for, - 375 purchasing stock and grain forI
_

245

11
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Army, Continental-Continued.
Congress extremely anxious to prevent disbanding, 247
Mills to be kept at work night and day making flour

for
_

- 269
App:opriation by New-York for purchase of cloth-

ingfor, - . - 279
Distressed for want of provisions, - - 280
Agent appointed to purchase wheat for, - 297
The necessity of raising the new, becomes more and

more urgent, - .. .. - - - - 311
List of Officersof four Battalions to be raised in

New-York, - 314
New, the United States deeply interested in the

expeditious raising of, - - .. - - 318
Reso]utions of New-Yark Committee of Safetyrela-

tive to plundering by, .. .. .. .. - 345
Commissioners for adjusting the Accounts in, - 353
Form of Inlistment orders for raising fifteen Battal-

ions for, in Massachusetts, - 396
Payment to recruits in Massachusetts in lieu of a.

blanket, - - 397
Resolve of Massa.chusetts for raising its quota for

the new, - - 399
Inlistment of Penobscot Indians for, - 400
Resolves of Ma8sachuseus to encourage men to

continue in, - 408, 409
Resoh'es of Massachusetts for raising three of its

fifteen Battalions for, - 414
Resolve of Massachusetts for supplying stores to, - 420
Resolve of Massachusetts for supplying) with cloth-

ing, - 424
Address to the Massachusetts soldiers in, - 425
Resolution ofConnecticut forraisingeight Battalions

for, - 451
Resolution of Connecticut for increasing pay of

their officers and soldiers in, - 451
ResolutionofConnecticutforreinfo1'cing, - 452
Movementsof, - - 471
Sc~ndalous prevalence of desertion in, - 493
Resolutions of Massachusetts for raising men for, - 494
General Return of, - 499, 1035, 1401
Too little attention had in choosing men of merit

and honour for officers, - - 510
Approaching di~solution o~ - 547, 1242
Critical state of affairs on account of approaching

dissolution o~ - - - . - - 558
Sufferings and patience of, - - 559
Letter from President of Congress urging the im.

portance of filling up, - 697
Proceedings of Commiuee from Massachusetts to,

711-714
Commissioners engaged in settling the Accounts ofJ 787
Proceedings of a Council of War relative to best

mode of recnlltingt - - 797
Accounts for advances toJ to be presented for set-

tlement,- - 811
Inlistment ofthf! greater part of, about to expire, - 820
Committee appointed to repair tOJ from Congress,

825, 1579
Application of a Committee of Congress to Dela-

ware for reinforcements for, ~ - - - 837
Indians inlisted by Major Shaw forJ . 865, 866
Recruiting for, impeded by the rage for privateeringJ 872
Contract for victualling, in Virginia, - - - 912
New-Hampshire has voted to rajse a thousand men

for, - 1046
Hi8tory of the state of, by General Greene, - 1071
With officers and di3cip1ineJ equal to any troops in

the world, - - - - - - - 1072
Disgraces of, in ~ew-Jersey) owing to a want of

exertion among the peoplej . . . - 1082
Silas Deane suggests that a General of the highest

character in Europe be engaged to lead, - - 1089
Agreement of Silas Deane with Baron De KalbJ the

Marquis de La Fayette, and others, to serve inJ
1089, 1090

Earnest entreaties of Governour Trumbull to Con-
necticut troops to reinlist in, . ~ 1111

OrJers for raising six thousand men in Massachu-
setts to reinforce, - 1116

Five hundred men to be raised in New-Hampshire
to re\nforce, - 1116

Retreat of, across the DelawareJ - - 1119
Mas8ac~usetts AssemMy making efforts. to provide

clothang forJ - - - - - - - 1132
Remarks of Governour Trumbull on confusion in

the mode of raising, - 1142
~~ashington's little handful is daily decreasing, . 1183

INDEX. 1630

Army, Continental-Continued.
Inlistment for,goes on successfullyto the eastward

and southward, - 1186
Reasons of Massachusetts for increasing wages of

theirtroopsinl
_

- - - - - 1209
General WashilJ{Tton desires it to be augmented to

one hundred Battalions, - -1228J 1242
Old clothes contributed for, -1245, 1272
Letters from officers of, 1295, 1376, 1442
Ten days more will put an end to the existence of, 1310
Remarks of General Washington onJ - - 1311
Strength of, as reported by General HoweJ - - 1317
Retreat of, through New-Jersey,- - 1327
Until the new is collected, the Militia must curb

the enemy's progress, - . - - - 1327
In less than ten days, wiH be reduced to a few

Maryland and one Virginia Regiment) - ..1362

In a few days, win amount to but fifteen hundred
effective menJ with such Militia as may choose to
join, -1400

Neglect in the officers, want of humanity in the doc-
tors, and avarice in the sutlersJ have slain ten
soldiers to the enemy's one, - 1418

The fate of America suspended on raising and dis-
ciplinganew,. - -. - - 1465

Connecticut Assembly have ordered four BattaJion8
fu~ -14~

Pay and Rations of, - 1505
To-morrow the Continental troops are aU at libertYJ 1514
Resolutions of Congress for reinlisting, . 1559
Mode of settling accounts of, - 1560
Re&.olutions of Congress respecting the eighty-eight

Battalionsfor,- - 1568
Indispensable that the States pursue the most vigor-

om! measures to furnish their quotas forI - - 1577
Instructions to Commissioners for settling the Ac-

counts 0(, M _ _
- - - - 1578

lnlistments may be for the war or three years, - 1578
Report ou the affairs of, (note,) - - - - 1592
Date from which pay of officers on the new e5-

tablishment is to begin, - - 1608
Committee appointed to consider state of,.. . 1611
Committee on state o~ reported, . - 1612
Sundry resolutions of Congress respecting, - - 1612

Army, Northern-
Albany Committee request assistance of Conven-

tion in forwarding flour to, - - - . 265
Supplied with flour ,ufficient for fifty days, - 310

. Commissioners for adjusting the Accounts in, . 353
Committee of Mas53chusetts Assemblyto repair to, 495
List of wants of, - - 527
Geuera! Orders, - - 527, 875
Flour for, getting on very fast, - 604
General Return oft - 701
Letter from Commissary of Clotbing, - - - 1238
Memorandum of agreement signed by the artificers of, 1249
Return of, forwarded to Congress, - - ..1352
Colonel Stewart sent to Massachusetts by Congress

with a list of stores wanted for, - 1505
Directions for settling the Accounts of, - 1560
Instructions to Commjssioners to, - 1560
Petition of Jeremiah Cady referred to Commission~

erB to, - 1561
Report of a Court of Inquiry referred to Commis~

sioners to, - - 1571
Report of Committee seot to, (note,) - -1584-1590
The above report referred to a Committee) ~ 1584
Report on the above reportJ (note,) - 1591
Pennsylvania and New~Jersey troops in) to join

General Washington, ~ - - .. - 1580
R. H. Lee added to Committee on, - 1601
Two membersaddedto the CommitteeonJ.. - 1610
Sundry resolutions of Congress respectinO', ..1614 1616

Arnold, Brigadier~General Benedict-
1:1 J

Letters from, to General Schuyler,.. 253,575
Petition of a sohlier who served under, .. - 375
Thanks of General Gates tOJ - 527
~mm~d~ 5n
Let!er from, to General \Vashington, - . 550
Arrna} of, a~ SaratogaJ - . 796
At a Council of War, - - 797
At Albany,- 875
Opinion of, on the subject of a booml - . 1031

Court of Inquiry on, - M1042
To arrive at Goshen, - - 1124
Petition of Colonel Brown for trial of, .. - 1158
General Schuyler hopes the business ofJ at Con.

gress, may be expedited, - - 1160



1631

Army, Northern-Cantinued.
Ordered to the e3stward, ..12]5, 1217
Letter to, from General Washington, .. ~ 1217
Daere does justice tOJ .. - 1227
Advised to wait upon General V,-rashington before

going to Rhode-Island,.. .. .. - - 1258
Come to Head.Quarters, - 1313
Sets out to-morrow morning fer the eastward, - 1340

'Is a fine-spirited fellow I and an active Genera], .. 1343
Letter from, to General Heath, .. 1466

Arnold, Houelman, appointed Lieutenant, .. 1602
Arnold, James) appointed Lieutenant-Colon~l, -

.. 458
Arnold, Colonel Jonathan, on Committee of Rhode-

Is]and Assembly respecting paper currency, .. 865
On Committee to examine suitable places for erect-

ing balteriesJ .. - 1130
Arnold, Mr., his collection of insects mentioned in a

letter of Silas Deane, ~ 884
Arnold, Robert, excepted in an exchange of prisoners, 441

Escape of, from Northampton Jail, ~ 593
Arnum, Isaac V., appointed to purchase clothing for

the Army, . 233
ATrangem~nt, Connecticut Committee of, ~ 799
Arrangement, Massachusetts Committee of, proceed-

ingsof, - 711-714
See nrmielson, Timothy.

ATr:}ngement~ New-York Committee of-
lohnJay,Lewis Graham, and Robert Harper, elected

members of, to go to King's Bridge, - - ~48

1

Charles De Witt added to the above, - 249
Letter from the above read in Committee of Safety, 271
Payment of expenses of, - 274 I

William Duer, James Duane, and Robert Yates,
elected members of, to go to Albany, - 248

Letter from the above read in Committee of Safety, 275
Letter to the above from Committee of Safety, - 277
Accounts of, settled, ~ 3091310
Report of the Committee, 312, 313
Report .greed to hy CommiUee of Safety, - - 314
Copies of the report to be sent to Congress and

to Genera! Washington, - - 315
Letter from Committee of Safety to Congress, trans-

mitting the report, -
.. 317

Letter from Committee of Safety to General Wash-
ington, transmitting the report, .. 318

Letters to, from Colone! Henry B. Livingston, - 640,
834, 857

Letter to, from General Herchkeimer, - - 798

1

Instructions of, to Recruiting Officers, - .. 813
Letter to, from General Scott, .. 833
Proceedingsof, - .. 948-962
See Members of the Committee hy name.

Arthur, Samuel, appointed Inspector of Flour, New-
York, . 239

Artificers, of the Northern Army, memorandum of
agreement signed by, . 1249

Conduct of, makes a reform necessary, - 1476
Artillery, South-Carolina Regiment of, placed on Con-

tinentalestablishment, .. .. - - .. 17
Three companies of, to be raised in Maryland not

to march out of the State, .. 129
Maryland, rank of officers of new companies of, to

be hereafter settled, - .. .. .. .. 158
Officers of company of, stationed at Baltimor~, .. 158
Pennsylvania bompanies of, to be reviewed,.. 1S7, 188
General Washiugton urges the necessity of increas-

ing, 675, 1310
Stores, return of, at Fort Montgomery, .. 679
Stores} return of, <LtFort Constitution, - - 711
Loss of, at Fort Washil1gtoo, - 766
Return of, at FOrts Montgomery and Constitution, 823
General Howedesires an additional Battalion of, .. 927
A Planfortheestablishmentof,.. - ~ - 1314
Brass, Secret Committee directed to procure, - 1575
A Regiment ofJ to be raised in Virginia, .. 1582
Congress to appoint officers of Virginia Battalion of, 1583
Yard, a 'plan of, laid b:fore COllgress, (note,) .. 1590
Day a~s]gned for appomtmentof officers of Virginia

Regiment of,.. .. - .. .. .. - 1593
Election of officers of Virginia Battalion of, - .. 1594
Ce.ptainMontgomery's crew to act as a Company

of, for two months, - - - - .. - 1596
Brass, copper to be collected in Virrrinia for castiu<r 1596
Colonel Knox ejected Brigadier~Ge~nera] of, _ b~

1611
A~h, Cato, member of South~Carolina Assembly, de-

ceased,- - - - .. - .. .. 28
Ash, John, payment to, for sundries lost in the ser~

,;ce of tbe States, - - 1580

INDEX. 1682

Ashburn, Roger, appointed Second Lieutenant in
Colonel Nichol's Regiment, - 266

Ashby, Captain, Third Virginia RegimelJt, Return of
Comp,ny of, - - 515

Ashfield, Henry, Petition of, to Maryland Council of
Safety, - - 1482

Ashley, Colonel, letter to, from General Gates, .. - 623
Ashton, Andrew, payment to, fOT'iron work) ~ - 200
Asquithl WiJliam, to sign Continental Bills of Credit, 1613
Associators, Pennsylvania, Volunteer Companies to be

formed from, .. - 195
Families of, to be provided for, - - 201
:Money distributed to needy families of, 202) 778
Letter to, from Board of War, - 670
Address of~' Hampden" to, ~ 890
Delinque,llt,list of, ~ 1472
Council of Safety requested to call for, of certain

Counties, to serve six weeks, - ..1581
Aston, George, a payment forMichael Leighton to be

made to, - 1569
Atherton, Mr., advance to, for manufacturing arms,. 305
Atkinson, Isaac, confiscation of ebtate of; 98
Atkinson, Josephl Commissioner to purchase salt,

South-Carolina, 31
Atlee, Colonel Samuel J., payment for nursing in Hos-

pital at New-York for Battalion of, - - 186
P"yment for sundry sen-ices to Battalion

of,,,
- 197

Officer8 in BaltaliolJ of, to hold themselves in read~
iness for orders, .. 199

Prisoner, letter from, to General Washington, .. 619
Letter from, sent by General Washington to Con-

gress, 764
Letter to! from General Washington, - 791) 838

Atlee, William, Chairman of Lancaster County Com-
mittee, -

672,699,810,854,918, 1257
Marcus Young recommended by," w 749
Letter to, from E. Biddle, - 764
Letter to, from Henry P. Hardt, ~ - 778
Letter to, from Pennsylvania Council of Safety, - 1200
Letter to, from Colonel Burd, - 1448

Attainder, law for, not to be passed in MMyland, 144
Attorney-Genera], of South-Carolina, on Committee

on Pre~ident's J\iessages) . .. 5, 29, 54
On Committee for sale of tea, 17
On Committee to revise Militia law, 18
On Committee for establishing reprisal fund, 29
On Committee to organize Navy-Board,.. 31
On Committee to revise the Constitution, 61
Mary1and, to hold his commission during good be~

haviour) w .. 170
Maryland: appointed by the Governour and Coun-

dl. . . - - - - . - 171
Mar}:Iand)oathof, .. ]71

Atwood, William, John Gront in the custody of, - 1456
Aubell, Jacob, payment to, for going express, - - 199
Auchinbeck, Henry, First Lieutenant, of Maryland

sh;p Defence, . - 109, 1271
Letter to, from Captain Nicholson, .. 1165
Recommended for preferment, - 137~

Auchmuty, James, prisoner, new parole given by, ~ 273
Applicat.ion for permission for, to go to New-York! 1411

Audie, M., letter from, to Maryland Coune;] of Safety, 819
Auditor of Pub lick Accounts, Maryland, oath of, - 171

Maryland] punishment o~ in case of violatiQn of
oatb, - 172

Of State of New-York) Comfort Sands, - 237
General, J obn Gibson, .. 811

Aurora, Governour Henry requested to aid in expe-
diting the t;ailing of, .. 651

Austin, Beojamin, on CommiUee on Petition of New-
bnryport, - 376

On Committee on Petition of Isaac Harper, ~ .. 408
On Committee on exchange of Prisoners, .. 441

Member of Massachusetts Council, - 733
Austin, Jacob, and George Barnhart, intend to build

a picket fort at Pllpaconck, - 215
Austin, Jona. Williams, Captain Perry recommended

by, - - 1277
Austin, Major, Court~Martial to sit immediately for

the 'r;al of, - 640
General Washington hopes the trial o( will not be

forgot, .. 656
General Lee has ordered a new Court-Martial on, 653
Discharged from the sel'vice, .. 654

Averee, Peter, one of tbe signers of the letter from
the inhabitants of Papaconck, .. .. 215

Avery, Captain, arrival of, at Providence, with wool-
ens, &c., from France, - 8M



1633 INDEX. 1634

Avery, Captain, signalized himself in the defence of Bailey, Colone1, member of New-York Convention!
the f0rt on Sullivan's Island, -

~
'"

. 1369 Gloucester County, - - 240

.A.,erYr Elisha, -Deputy Commissary-General, letter Member of New-York Committee of Safety, .. - 250

from, read in New-York Committee of Safety, .. 265 Leave of absence from Committee of Safety, .. .. 259
Letter to, from New-York Committee of Safety,

_
268 Bailey, Colonel John, Massachusetts, Return of Regi-

EKamioation of, by the Committee sent to Albany, 298 ment of, .. .. - -
.. 499,709, 831, 1401

Letter from, to H. Glen, .. 474 Appointed Colonel in the new arrangement, .. 712,
Letters to, from H. Glen, . 504, 510 1030, 1084

Requested to render an estimate of provisions at Bailey! Rev. Jacob, declared an enemy to America,
different posts, - 561 proceedings relative to, - 733-737

Estimate of provisions delivered by, 562,570 Baily, Captain Mountjoy, to convey certain prisoners
Ordered to vIctual Major Ford's party with three to Fredericktownl - - 1603

days' provisions, - 564 Bainbridge, Dr., otTers to assist ill attending the sick, 789
Appearance o~ before a Committee, - 566 Bainster, Seth, Adjutant of Colonel Shepard's Regi-
Two assistants appointed to, - 567 ment, - 727
Letter to, from Albany Committee, - 571 Baird, Doctor, Maryland, . 1147
Letter from, to Albany CommiUee,

_
571 Baker, Alderman, letter to, from General Massey, - 537

Conference of, with Albany Committee,
_

572 Baker, Charles, Judge of an Election, Maryland, - 915
Letter (0, from Robert Yates, - 590 Baker, Jeremiah, payments to, for wood and straw, 185, 200
Committee of Bennington to settle their account Baker, John, refugee Tory, in jail at P]ymouth, Memo-

with, - 1239 rialof, . 391
Avery, John, Jun., Deputy Secretary Massachusetts Petition of, - 392

CounciJ! - . 376, 733 Resolves on the Petition of, - - 393
Letter from, to Joseph ColebYJ ~ 431 Baker, Mr., Albany County, New.York, charged with
Letter to, from Samuel AtJyne Otis, - 476 disaffection, ~ - - - - - 289,562
Letter to, from James Bowdoin,

_ . 476 Baker, R., tried and convicted by a Court-Martial, ~ 528
Letter to, from Brigadier Palmer, ..

_
684 Bald Hill, Tench Tilghman does not know the place

Letter from, to Meshech Weare, - - 772 named, ~ - 486
Letters from, to Presideot of Congress, .. 816, 1163 Baldwin, Captain~ despatched to secure Insurgents, .. 288,
Letter from, to Committee of Dartmouth, - 1146 562, 563
Letter to, from Major Lithgow, .. - 1146 To hold fifteen men in readiness to march against
Letter to, from Trjslram Duhon, .. 1287 Tories, - .. - - - - .. - 290
Letter to, from James Love)], . 1412 Detachment of Company o~ - 291
Letter to, f!'OmFrancis Shaw, - 1503 Has been sened with a copy of a resolution of the
Letter from, read in Congress,

_
1601 Committee of Safety, .. 1111

Avt:ry, Park, Jun., appointed Second Lieutenant,
_

459 Arrival of Company of, at Fort Constitution, - - 13]9
Avery, Thomas, appointed First Lieutenant, ~ 458 Baldwin, Caleb, appoiflted First Liellteflant, Connec-
Axes, impressment of, authorized in New-York, - 338 ticut, ~ 458
Aylett, William, Deputy Commissary-General, adver- Baldwin, Colonel, member of a Court-Martial, - 488, 496

tisement by, for proposals, . 459 Return of Regiment of, 499,709,831, 1401
Representation of, to Virginia Council, ~ 808 Baldwin, Colonel, Return of Regiment of, 499,831
Letters froID, to Richard Henry Lee, - 910,9]3 Baldwin, Lieutenant-Colonel Jeduthun, First En(Ji~
Contract of George Purdie with, for one hundred neer, to take direction of works at Ticonderoga, 529

thousand pounds of hac an, . 9]2 Orders to, - - 531
Contract of Hawkins, Fields, Hardy &. Co., with,

_
912 To pay and discharge Artificers, - - 877

Ayres, Captain Benjamin, tetter to, from General Mif- Agreement o~ with Artificers, .. 1249
ilio,

_

207 Memorandum by, of works to be done near Tycon-
Ayres,Elijah,memberof CumberlandCountyCom- deroga,(note,) - ~ .. - - - 1585

mittee, - t" - 626 Baldwin, Joseph) payment to, for ferriage, - 1576
Ayers, Captain John, letter to, from Massachusetts Baldwin, Lieutenant, schooner Wasp, Instructions to, 401

Board oftVar, ~

_

1078 To cruise outside the Capes, .. 1332
Letter from, to Massachusetts Board of War,

_

1134 Baldwin, Nathan, Chairman of Worcester County
Ayers,Obadiah,memberofClJmberlandCountyCom- Committee, - ~ - - - - - 757

mitteel -
_

626 Baldwin,Samuel,Jr.,appointedFirstLieutenant,Con..
necticut,- 458

Ball) an account of, delivered by Peter T. Curtenjus, 213
Ball, Elias, Jun., member of South- CaroJina Assembly, 2
Balli Captain, member of a Court~Martial, . 654, 1421

Member ofa Court of Inquiry, .. 1491
Ball, Johannes, appointed to purchase clothing for the

Army, - - - - . - . . 233
BaU, Lieutenant, British Navy, prisoner, payment of

allowance of, - - - - - . - 1580
Ballard, Captain, First Virginia Regiment, Return of

Company of, - - 515
Sick, - - 516

Ballot, military officers of Maryland not to be appointed
by, - - - . - . . . 89

Voting hy, exploded in Maryland Convention on all
questions except the appointment of Committees, 90

Balls, John, on ~ommittee for sending saltpetre to the
Powder MIlls, . . 428

Baltimore Commiuee, letter from, to Maryland Coun-
cilofSafety, - . . - - . 1033,1238

Letter from, to Committee at Annapolis, 1179
Letter from, to President of Congress~ ~ 1396

BaJtimore County, Maryland, Delegates from, in Con~
vention,- . 85

Petition for aid fa carryon a Linen Manufactory in, 97
Advance to John Wells, to encourage the manufac-

ture of]inen in, M 98
Battalion of, to be called together as soon as possi~

ble, . - - - . . -
_

10i
Disposition of levy on the inhabitants of, - 110
Sentence of death by Court of) - 114
Appointment of Officersof Gunpowder Upper Bat-

talionofMilitiain, - . - ~ - - 123
SamuelPurviance,Jr., Chairmanof Committeeof, 125

B.
B.bbage, Mr., liberty granted 10, . 1422
:Babcock, Adam, loading a brigantine at Dartmouth, - 377
Babco?k, Gamaliel, payment to) for going express to

Ticonderoga, - ~ - - . - - 1222
Bearer of a letter from Governour Trumbull to Gen-

eral Sohuyler, - . 1301
Bearer of a Jetter to J. Trumbul1,Jr.,-- - 1302
Bearer of a letter from General Schuyler to Govern-

our TrumbuIJ,~ - - - ~ ~ .- 1451
Bftbcock,Joshua, memberof Councilof War ofRhode-

Islaod, -
_

1208
Babcock, Oliver,appointed First"Lieutenant, Connec-

ticut, - - 458
HElche, R.ichard, Comptroller of the Post-Office,

- 681
Committee on letter of, to meet this eveninO',

- 1559
Aclion in Congress on letter of,

_ _ 0. _
]561

Appointed Postmaster-General,
-

_
1563

Letter from, read in Congress, - 1566
Advance to, for the use of the Post-Office, - - 1581

Backus, Captain Elijah, ~ ~

_

704
Backus, Major, thanks of General Washington to, - 484

Light-Horse Corps of, dil'missed, - - - - 544
Bl!lcon, embar/ir0 on, recommended by Virginia, ~ 1271

Embargo laId OIl, by Congress, - - 1480, 1617
'B!lcon,Abner, appointed First Lieutenant, Connecti-

cut, - -
_

458
B8con) Maj~r, of Massachusetts, (note,) ~

-
_

333
Badlam, Major Ezra, appointed .Major in the new ar-

rangement,
- 713 1084

ERgS, to be purchased for transportinO' wheat to tbe'
mill., . .

_ _
.

0 _
.

_
2iO

Bail, excessive, not tQ be required in Maryland, . 145
\
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163~ INDEX. 1636

Baltimore County, Maryland-Continued. Ba~kerJ Caleb, witness to bond of Rev. Jacob Bailey, 735
Rifle and German Companies of, marched, a .. 131 Barker, Jacob, Chairman of Committee of Sunbury,
Judges of Election for, to introduce the new Gov- Nova-Scotia, -

.. 1269

emment, - 173 Barker, Lieutenant, instructions of Lord Howe to, .. 846
Petition of a number of inhabitants of, for relief Barker, Samuel, J un'1 appointed First Lieutenant,

from exorbitant charges,
_

- - .- .. 180 Connecticut, - .. 458

Fine of Nathan Perigo by Committee of, remJlted, - 180 Barker, Thomas, to be confined in Jail, - .. 469

Robert Christie, Jun., driven from, -1147) 1198 Barker, Major William, commission issued
to,,, .. 219

Militia of, urged to march to Philadelphia, - - 1602 At Fort Independent, - - 1074
Baltimore TQwn, Delegates from, in Convention, 85 Bar\{hausen, Captajn, Hessian, killed, - 1057

Petition of Job Greene, of, - - 108 Barley taken in a prize 5hip, - - 800
A Company of Artillery to be stationed at, - - 129 Barlow, Captain Elisha, commission issued to, - 219
Officers of Artillery Company station~d at, - 158 Return of' Company of, - 683
Entitled to two members in House of Delegates, - 165 l\Iember of a Court-Martial, - 934, 1084, 1097
Inhabitants of, not entitled to vote for or be elected Barnard, John, appointed First Lieutenant, Connee-

Delegates for Baltimore County, - - 166 ticut, - 458
Entit]ed to one Delegate in the Senate, - 167 BarneR, Abraham, Judge of Election, St. Mary's Coun-
JudgesofElectionfor,to introducethe newGov- ty,Maryland,- - 173

emment,_ - 174 Barnes,George,informationo~ respectingSouthern
PowderfromSt. Martin'sto, - 197 Indians,- - - 650
A Continental friO"ateto be built atl .. - .. 826 Barnes, James, payment to, for glazing, - - . 200
Committee prepa~ingthe Court-House at, for Con- Barnes, J obn, Commissioner for Washington County,

gress, - 1213 Maryland, - 103
Congress adjourned to, - - 1216, 1217, 1606 Barnes, John, recommended for Lieutenant in Major
The new fricrate at, only waiting for an anchor, -1336 Hoisington's Company of Rangers, - 222, 940, 947
.WilliamEI1:ry would like, well enough, if it were Barnes, Joshua! disaffected, New-York, - - 347

less distant from the Army, less dirty, and less Recommendation to seize goods of, - 1030
expensive, - 1417 Goods taken from, not returned into the Quarter-

A valuable cargo gone to, from Cape ~ran~0~8, - 1436 master's store, - 1366
Congress to adjourn to, in case of leavmg PhJladel- Barnes, Richard, member of Maryland Convention, - 83

phia, - 1602 On Committee on Accounts of Loan Office, 90
Concrressmeet at, - - - - - - 1607 Barnet, Surgeon, position of, in case of aetion, - 530
Arri~al of a number of prisoners at, from Phi lade 1- Barnett, Lemuel, MaryJand, recommended for Colo-

phia, _
- - - - - 1607 nel, - 1307

Escape of prisoners from gaol at, - - 1616 Barnhart, George, and Jacob Austin, intend to build
Dr. Mackenzie authorized to purchase medicine for a picket (ort at Papaconck, - 215

sick soldiers in, - 1618 Barns, Captain, memberofa Court-Martial, 769, 1346, 1432
Baocker, Evert, on Committee to cooperate with Barns, James, appointed Second Lieutenant, Con-

GeneralSchuyler, - - 260,561 necticut,- - 459
Bancker, Major Flores, answer of New-York Commit- Barnstable County, l\fassachusetts, Militia from, to

tee ofS,fety to a number of queries proposed by, 320 the aid of Rhode-Island, - 1210, 1286
Bancker, Gerard, Deputy Treasurer of New-York, to Barnum, Captain Joshua, - 219

go to Philadelphia for money voted b~ Congress, 239 Baron, Lieutenant, of the Providence, ~ 1131 1315
Bool;;:sand Seal of Loan Office to be dehvered to, - 288 Barr, James, tried and acquitted by a Court~Martjal, ~ 875
Requests that some person may be appointed to take Barr, Second Lieutenant, advanced, - 875

charge of the Treasury Books, - - 301 Barrack; Adam, sent prisoner to Exeter, New-Hamp-
Letterfrom,to"tVilliamDuer, - 524 shire, - - - - - .. - - 469

Bancker,Mr.,memberofNew-YorkConvention, - 201 Barrack,Christian,sent prisonerto Exeter, New-
On Committee to give Instru~tions to Captain Hampshire, - 469

Rogers, - - - .. - - - 203 Barracks, necessity of providing, at the South, - 52
On Commiuee on Abuses in sale of Tea, - 208 For two thousand men, to be erected at Fishkill, - 302
Added to Committee on Clothing, - 213 Near Peekskill, report of Mr. Bancker on, - - 524

Bancroft, Dr.,has.been of great serviceto SilasDeane, 1052 For one thousand men, nearly complete at Sara-
Bane, John, Deposition of, - 430 toga, - - - - - .. - 549 604

Letter from, to Commiuee for Mount Desert, - 432 Barre, Colonel, speech of, in the House of Common:;
,

Banister, Colonel John, will probably supply flour for on Address to the King, - - - 997, 1001; 1002
the Army on good terms, - 1243 Arthur Lee asks to be remembered to, - - 1378

Bannister, John, two bills in favour of, ordered to be Barrel, Joseph, and others, Petition of, - 445
paid, - - - 1562 Barrel, Theodore, to sign Continental Bills of Credit, 1613

Bank, Continental1 no money can be procured in Barret, James, Sergeant-Major, recommended for a
New-Hampshire for, under six per cent., - - 1223 commission, - 742

Banks, Eben~zer, Jun., appointed Second Lieutenant, Barret, Lemuel, Judge of Ejection, - - 127
Connecticut, - - 459 Barrett, John, letter from, to General Gates, 550

Banks1 Lieutenant, British, wounded, - 1056 Barron, Captain, taken prisoner by Captain Eddy, 1435
Barber, Na.t., Chairman of Boston Committee, - - 594 Barrow, Mrs., detained from going into New-York, - 699
Barber, Samuel, First Lieutenant, warrant iss.ued to, - 109 Barrows, Captain, Return of Company of, ~ 621
Barclay,Andrew, Loan Officerof the City and County Barry, John, bearer of a letter from George Wells to

of New-York, deceased, - - 288 Maryland Council of Safety, - - - - 1437
Barclay, John, Chairman of Albany Committee, - 267. Mr. Chase added to Committee on appeal case of, 1576

845, 1111 And others, AdJress from, referred to the Marine
Letter to, from Colonel "\-Vhiting,- - 569 Committee, - 1594
Letter from, to Elisha Avery, - .. 571 Barstow, Michael, commission for letter of marque
Letter to, from Elisha Avery, - 571 granted to, - - - - .. .. .. 201
Pass for Lady Johnson signed by, .. 1158 Bartell, Philip! letter from, to New-York Committee
Pass for Mrs. Brnce signed by, - 1174 of Safely, - 1248

Barclay, Thomas, refugee, order for sare of perflonal Bartlet,Captain,memberofa Court-Martial,- - 1084,
estate of, - 328 1097 1515

Bard, Dr. John, offers the publick the use of his team Bartlett, C3ptain Benjamin, at Boston, .. ~ -' 1116
for a week without reward, .. 347, 1030 Schooner of! chartered on account of Massachusetts

Letter of acknowledgment to, from New-¥ork Com- Board of\-Var, - - - 1267
mittee of Safety, - 347 Bartlett, John, Second Lieutenant of privateer Satjsfac~

Bardan, John, trial of Lieutenant Nowell for unlaw- tion, - -
_

445
fully taking money ~rom,- _

.~ 1346 Bartlett, Joh.", letter from,.to Commodore Hopkins,
_

512
Barge, Jacob, on Committee for purchase and dlstrJ- , Bartlett, Josiah, on CommIttee of C]othinO", ~

- 248
butionofSalt,- - - - - - - 186I Letter from, to William Whipple. ~ - 850 1045

E~ected a manager of the Lottery, ." -. -
1577, EI('ct~J a member of New-Hampshire Council, ~ 1211

Bar-iron, payment for, by Pennsylvama Councd of
I

AppolDted a Delegate in Continental Congress, - 1453
Safety, - - - - - - - - 187 Absent from Congress, - - - - _

1577
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Bartlett, William, certificate of, in favour of Robert Beall, Rezin, appointed Brigadier-General of F]ying..Graog- - - - - 395 Camp,(Maryland,)- - - - - . 89
Lette/'fr~m! to Stephen Moylan, .. 1088 To make Monthly Returns, a .. 114

Bartow, Thea., a Commissioner for removing Records, 247 Ordered to march, .. 485
Bartram, George, on Salt Committee, Pennsj'lvania,.. 198 At Pine's Bridge, .. .. 486
Basden, Robert, resolve on the Petition of, w .. 427 At PeekskiJl, preparing to embark, .. 634
Haskenridge, lett~r from General Lee at, to General Brigade of, at Fort Lee, .. 708, 764

Gates .. 1201 Retreat of Brigade of, from Fort Lee, - - .. 789
General 'Lee taken prisoner near, .. -1202, ]204 Arrival of Brigade of, at Aquackenack Bridge, .. 790

Bass, Henry, and others, Petition of, to Massachu- Number of Brigade of, atand near Newark, fit for duty, 822
setts General Court, - 387 Time of Brigade of Flying-Camp men expired, - 920

Bassett, Captain Christopher, schooner of, ta.ken by the Many of the Flying-Camp speak far from respect-
Mate - 427 fullyof, - - 1289

Bassett, Major Barachia, -
_

- - ~ 423 Manyof the officerssaytheywillnotgo under, ~ 1308
Batcheler, John, and others, Petition of, to Massachu- Beall, Samuel, member of Maryland Com"ention, 83

setts General Court, - 387 On Committee on Manufactures, - 90
Batcheldor, Josiah, Jun., Petition of, to Massachu- On Committee on Petition of Sheriff of Frederick

setts General Court, - 382 County,
_

97
Powder delivered to, . - 401 Leave of absence from Convention, ~ 109
Petition of, to Massachusetts Council, - . 419 BealJ, Thomas, appointed Third Lieutenant in Mary-

Bate, Mr., Joseph Trumbull desires money to be sent land service, - 93
to him by, M

_
- ~ - . - 1202 Appointed Second Lieutenant, Maryland, 95

Bates, Barnebas, Second Lieutenant of privateer True- BeaU, Captain Thomas, advanc.e to, on account of
Blue - - - - - - - - 416 RifleCompany, _ 132

Bates, Jolin, Petition of, read in Congress, - 1558 Beaoes, William, Judge of Election, Prince George's
Payment to, for sundries, .,

-
~ 1578, 1593 County, Maryland, . _

173
Bates, R., tried and convicted by a Court-Martial, - 528 Beans, embargo laid on, in Connecticut, ~

_

593
Bath, England, letter from Claude Crespigny, at, - 1227 Beardsley, Phineas, appointed Captain, Connecticut, 458
Batt, Major Thomas, R. F. Americans, letter from, to Beath, John, Selectman of Boothbay, . 888

Colonel Gorham, - 909 Town Clerk, _
389

Batty, David, parole of, - . 1143 Beating Orders jn Massachusetts for raising the fifteen
Baxter, Calone1,command of a Companyof Rangers, Battalions, _

396
Bedford County, Pennsylvania, - 198 Beatty, C., letters from, to Maryland Council of

Baxter, Colonel, Return of Regiment or, .. .. 663 Safety,.. . 836,1147
Killed at Fort Washington, ~ . 729, 788 Beatty, Colonel, Maryland, Battalion of, to march on

Baxter, Samuel, gone to join the Ministerial Army, Saturday, M 1396
account of the effects Jeft by, .. - 1100 Certain officers refuse to hold commissions in Bat-

Baxter, Stephen, sent to Exeter, .. 468 talion o~ _

1457
Baxter, Stephen, J t1n'j placed in charge of Committee Beaufort, South..Carolina, plan of maintfclining a pilot

on Conspiracies, - 263 fOf, - ~
_ _ _. _

57, 59, 61, 62, 73, 75
Sent to Exeter, ..

- 468 Beaumarchais, Monsieur, the United States more in-
Bayard, Captain, in command ofa recruiting party, - 771 debted to, than to any other person in Europe,

_

900
Bayard, Joho) member of Pennsylvania Council of To be addressed in the name of HortaJez & Co.,.. 901

Safety,
- - 181 Mjnist~r in effect, for Silas Deane, - 1051

Appointed to direct an examination of the ford of Beaumont, Doctor, prisoner, payment of allowance of, 1567
the river Delaware, - .. 187 Beavr-r, John, Third Pennsylvania Battalion, escaped

Reqt1ested to furnish guard for State prisoners, - 189 from New- Yark, ~ 934
Payment to, for expenses, .. .. 189 Bebee, Bezaleel, appointed Captain, Connecticut, ~ 458
Arms deli\"eredto, - 190 Bebee, James, appointed Ensign, CODrJectict1t, _

460
Proposed Instructions to, ..

- 598 Beck, Joseph, expre~s to South..CaroJina, _
1576

Bayard, Nicholas, application of, to New..York Con- Becker, Lieutenant Cornelius, recommended for an
\'ention, - .. 221 appointment in the new Army,

-
_

1220, 1237
Report of Committee on claim of, ~ M 254 Becker, Henry, Jun., recommended to New-York

Bayard, Samuel, Jun.) formerly Deputy Secretary of Committee of Arrangement, _

1237
New-York, now a State prisoner, - - - ]204 Bedding, wanted for the gJtrrison at Ticonderoga, _

862Bayard, Colonel William, disaffected person, New- Bedel, Colonel, state of ReO'iment of, .. 744
York, -

.. .. _
- ~ ~ .. 347 Regiment of, to embark ~ Lake George asSOOn as

Recommendation to seize goods of, - - - 1030 boats can be provided, .. 878
A number of men employed by, to intercept intelli- Bedford, arri,'al of the

Alfred" valuable prize .ship at, 1
1
3
3
5
9
6
2'

gence, -
_

1466
Bayley, Colonel Jacob, letter from, to New-York Con- Bedford County, Pennsylvania, proportion of salt al~

vention, - . 784- lowed to, ~ 195
Letter to, from Meshech Weare; . .. 943 Committee to settle accoun[s of Commissjoners of, 197
Letter from, to New-Hampshire Assembly, - .. 1081 Pay ofa Company of Rangers raised in, _

198Bayley, Jame~, New-Hampshire,
- 1227 Bedford, Gunning, Deputy Mustermaster-General, ~ 361

Baylor, Colonel, First Aid-de-Camp to Genera] Wash- One hundred and fifty doUars advanced to," _
1599ington, .. . 1444 Bedlow, Captain, acting as Commissary of Stores at

A Hessian stundard brought to BaJtimore by, - 1510 Fort Constitution, . _
348Bayly, William, Jun., member of l\faryland Conven- Bee, Thomas, elected a Judge in South-Carollna, 4

tion, 83 Memberof South..CarolinaAt5sembly,- 54
Motions by, in Convention, - 155,158 On Committee on President's Message, 54

Bayonet Belts, payment for, by Pennsylvania Council On Committee to revise the Constitution, 61
of Safety, - - - - - 183, 184, 199 To prepare a bill for improving inland navigation,.. 61

One hundred and fifty, to be delivered to First Bat- On Committee on state of the Treasury, .. .. 64
talion of Phit::J.delphiaMilitia, - - 189 Beef, embargo laid on, in Connectjcut, . .. 593

Bayonet Scabbards, delivered to Captain Samuel Taken in a prize ship,
-

_
824Goudy,.. - - - - - - - 183 Purchaseof,forMaryland,.. .. 1025

Payment for, by Pennsylvania Council of Safety, - 198 Robert Cummins offers to contract for, in Maryland) 1033
Bayonets, proposals for manufacture of, in Maryland, 100 Terms upon which l\fassachusetts Board of War

Manufactured for Maryland,
_ _

491 will contract for, _
1222Bazelee, John, payment to, for work for galley Dela.. Embargo on, recommended by Virginia, _

. 1272
ware, _

193 Joseph Trumbull wishes his Deputy may have leave
Beach, Edmund, inspector Qffire-arms) Connecticut, 454 to carry, from Connecticutj

~ 1352Beach, Joseph, Jun.) appointed Ensigoj Connecticut, 460 Embargo laid on, by Congre5s, _ _
1480, 1617Beach, Zerah, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, - 460 Proceedings respecting, in South-Carolina Navy

Beadle, Lieutenant John, payment to, for expense of Board, ..1533, 1535
guard, _

666 Beekman, Gerard William, payment of a draft in
Beale, Lieutenant, baggage of, piJlaged, .. - 482 favour of, ..1582

*
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Beesen Island, - 1349 Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, letter from John Trumbull
Belcher, WiJliam, appointed Captain, Connecticut, - 458 at, ~ - 1246
Belding, Ezekiel p'J appointed Second Lieutenant, Let(er from General Gates at, .. 1258

Connecticut, . .. 458 Letter from Dr. Shippen at, .. - 1258
Belding, Simeon) appointed Ensign, Connecticut, - 459 Betsey, sloop, Petition of guard ont .. - .. - 419
Be]es, Mr., .. .. 588 Betsey, sloop, Mr. Chase added to the Committee on
Belknap, Abell, appointed to purchase clothing for the appeal concerning, .. 1576

the Army, .. 233 Betts, James, appointed First Lieutenant, Connecti-
Belknap, Isaac, requested to purchase wood for the cut, - 458

Army, .. 208 Betts, Lieutenant, witness on trial of Colonel Graham, 488
Payment of second moiety of bounty of Rangers Betts) Richard, paroJe of, - ]355

of - . 286 Betts, Stephen, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, - 460
PaY~(-,l1t of Company of, . -

.
- - 344 Betts, Thaddeus, Clerk of Norwalk Committee, - 594

Application of, for pay of hIS Rangers, - . 525 Bevan, Davis, information by, respecting intentions of
Belknap, Samuel, payment to, for nursing soldiers, - 401 the enemy, - 1329, 1371
Bell, Captain, ufthe British transport ship Thomas, - 1212 Beverly, troops ordered to the lines in, discharged, - 410
Bell, Captajn, Aid-de.Camp to General VaLJghan, . 1231 Petition ofSeJectmen of, for a Company of sea-coast
BelJ, Fred. Mordent, appointed Captain in New. men)

_
415

HQmpshil'e Battalion, - - - -
. 646 Bicker, lVIartin, and others, Petition of, to Massachu-

BeIJ, Thomas) commission for letter of marque grant- setts General Court,
- 377

ed to, - 188 Bicker, Victor, Jun., nominated Lieutenant of Marines
Bellows, Colonel Benjamin, Jr., letler to, from Gen- for the ship Congress, 355, 357

eral Gates, - 623 BickJJam, George, appointed Quartermaster for Penn-
Orders to, - - 1211 sylvania) .. . 201

Belt, Sergeant, J\bryland, killed, . - - - 487 Secretary pro tem. of Pennsylvania Council of
Belton, James, sent with a message from New-Hamp- Safety, - - 1376, 1442

shire to Continental Congrest:, - .. 1453 Bickle, John, (British,) escape of, from Hartford Jail, 731
Benedict, Lieutenant. LemuelJ appointed First Lieu.. BidJJe, Colonel Clement, Deputy Quartermaster-Gen..

tenant, ConnectICut, - 458 eral, arms delivered to, .. 184'
In charge of the sickl - -

. ..
- - 861 Letter from, to Board orWu, - 464

Benedict, Noble, appointed Captain, ConnecticUtJ - 458 Letter from) to President of Congress, - - 740
Benedict, Peter, cannot accept his appointment, . 1318 Has given directions to discharge wagons, - - 1362
Benent of Clergy, counterfeiter to suffer death with.. Letter from, read in Congress,

_
1575

out, in Maryland, - - - .. - - 180 Payment of draft in fa\'our of, _
1581

By tbe Jaws of New-York the burning ofdwelJing- Biddle, E., letler from, to William AtJee,..
- 764

houses is felony, without, - .. .. . - 345 Biddle, James, allowance of Captain Gamble, prisoner,
Bennet, Christopher, Paymaster, recommended oy to be paid to, -

_
1569

Colonel Weissenfels, - 1041 Biddle, John, account of, for supporting prisoners,
Bennet, :Mr.,recommended for an Ensign, . 1388 transmitted to Thomas Nelson, - .. 1510
Bennington, Jons. Younglove, Chairman of Commh- Biddle, Captain Nicholas, frigafe Randolph, - 827

tee of, - - - - - .. - .. 267 Instructed to get to sea immediately, -
_

1198
Letter from James Yancey to Committee of, - 297, Ordered to return to Philadelphia, ~ 1254

525, 590, 1237 Will get more seamen than was expected, . 1:132
Letter to Committee of, from J. Trumbull, - 590 Will try to make a push with the Raudolpb, -

_
1419

Benson, Egbert, Chairman of the Committee of Dutch- Cannot pass the enemy's ships, ~
_

1484
ess County, - -. - - .. - - 286 And others, Address from, referred to Marine Com.;

To repair to New-Hampshire to solicit reception of mittee, -
_

1594
a number of prisoners! - 304 Empowered to inTist sailors in pri50n, - . 1600

Complimentary notice of, - - - 825 Biddle, Owen, member of Pennsylvania Council of
Bearer of a letter from New-York Committee of S::Ifety, _

183
Safety to General Washington, - 1406 On Committee to fix a spot for a miJitary magazine, 184

Benson, Robert, Secretary of New.York Convention, 936 On Committee on conduct of Captain Hare, -
_

185
Letter to, from P. R. Livingston, - - 1076 Appointed to trans-mit intelligence to De]aware and
Letter to, from Abraham P. Lott, - - 1110 New-Jersey, - .. 187

Bent, John, member of Cumber]and County Commit- Linen purchased by, for Pennsylvania, .. _
190

tee, - 626 On Brass Cannon Committee, - 191
Bently, Captain Calen, - - 219 To attend to distribution of sa1t, .

_
195

Ber<renCounty, New.Jersey, said that it is to raise a Payment to, for attending Committee of SafetYJ - 197
°Regiment to join the British Army, - - - 841 Chairman of Pennsylvania Council of Safety, _

1310
Militia of, ordered to join Gt!neraJ Washington, .. 869 Ejected a manager of the Lottery, _

1577
Many persons in, who bore the character of warm Bigelow, John) appointed Major, ConnecticLJt, -

_
458

'Whigs, ha\'e been foremost in seeking protection Biggalow, Major, to resume the command of the ArtiI.
from General Howe, - 1120 lery upon 1\10unt Independence, .. -

_
528

Berks County, Pennsylvania, payment for express tOJ 191 Biles, John, committed to State Prison, Pennsylvania,
Proportion of saJt aBowed to, - 195 on charge of treason,

_
194

Militia of, remain in a state of supineness and infa- EiH) Beriah, appointed First Lieutenant, Connecticut, 458
tuation, - - 1199 Bill, David, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, 460

Berkshire County, Massachusetts, resolve for Buppl}'- Bill) Captain Ephraim) to assist in removing stores
ing) with arms and ammunition, - - - 412 fromNew~London,- - - .. -

_
1103

One fourth part of the MiJitiaof,to march to Albany, To store certain rum for the publick use, _
1113

1251, 1286 Bill of Rights-see Charter 0/ Rights.
General Schuyler cannot ascertain what number a Billinger, Johannes, and others, l\rlemorial of, to New.

fourth part ufihe MiJitia of, will amount to, - 1499 York Con\'ention, - 228Berrjen, Captain, exempted from military duty) . 212 BjJliIJgs,Major Andrew, officersrecommended by, _
952

Berry, Lieutenant Dimon, Colonel Bradley's Regiment, 861 Member of a Court.Martial,
- - - 1432, 1515

Berry, James, Master of privateer Active, - - - 387 BiHings, Vanie], appointed Ensign, Connecticut,
_

460
Berwick, John, Petition of, to South~CaroJina Assem- BiJIjngsport, payment on account of fortification erect-

bly, 26 iogat, . - - . - . . 184 199
Report on Petition of, - 29 James DUlJd3SSAssistant Superintendent and Pay- 'On Committee on the Memoria! of St. Philips, 28 master for works at, - 190
On Committee on establishing reprisal fLJnd, - 29 P::Iyment towards Che\'aux..de-fri~e at, .. 190
On Committee to wait on Legislative Council, 43 Pickaxes and spades delivered to fortification at, 191
On Committee to wait on the President, 82 Coronel Bull ordered to send men to.

- . _
200Berwick, Simon, on Committee to wait on LegisJative General Washington suggests that attention be pClid

Council, ~ 47 to the fort at, - - - - - ~ _
1152

Besonet, Deputy Postmaster, to be removed from office, Entirely evacuated, 1199
and brought to PhiJadelphia for examination, - 1577 General Washington recommends removal of the

Committee find nothing proved against him, - - 1584 artillery and ~tores from, .. _
1258
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Bills of Credit, issue of, in South-Carolina, 69 Blake, Edward, member of the Navy-Board, South-
One hundred and tbirty thousand Pounds to be Carolina, 39

emiUed in South-Carolina, .71, 76, 77J 781 79 Letter from, to South-Carolina Assembly, 54
Maryland, Signers of,

_
89 First Commissioner of the Navy-Board of South-

Maryland, Committee to report on, 90 Carolina, - ~ - - - - - 1629

Maryland, Frederick Gt'een added to Signers of, - 97 Blake, Lieutenant James, recommended for a Cap-
Maryland, paper to be provided for printing,

_ _
113 taincy in the new Army, - - 522

Maryland, Committee to prepare a scheme for the Blakeslee, Josiah, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, - 459

emission of, - 115 Blanchard, George, Tory, committed to prison, in
Maryland, report from Committee to prepare seheme Exeter, New-Hampshire, - 687

for the emission of,
_

- 119 B]anchard, Colonel J ana., letter from, to Meshech
Scheme for tbe emission of,

_
175 Weare, - .. 624

MaryJand, amount of former emission exchanged On Committee from New-Hampshire to repair to
and burnt, - - - - - - - 181 Ticonderoga, - - 646

New-York, resolves relative to printing, .. 255 Bland, Colonel Richard, death of, - .. 460

Rhode-Island, alteration of a, .. 323 BJand, Major Theodorick, letter to, fram Major Ir-
Resolution of New-York Committee of Safety re- ving, - 1181

speeting alterations of,
_ _ _ _ _

354 Return of neeessaries wanted for Regiment of, - 1270
Specie paid to Levi Allen, for,

_
412 Letter to, from General Washington, - - 1489

Act of Connecticut for supportinO' credit o~
_ _

448 Blankets, Congress recommend to the Colonies to
Massachusetts, alterations of,

e_
..

_
850 provide, for the Army, 13

Act of Massachusetts, respecting',
_

1066 Want of, in the Southern Army, - 52

Continental-see Continental Money. Order of Maryland Convention for importation o~ 116
Bingham, William, Jetter to, from Marine Committee, 1213 Payments for, by Pennsylvania Council of Sdety, ~ 186,

Letters from, forwarded by Robert Morris to Secret 188, 190, 200
Committee, 1241 Delivered to Colonel Rumpton's Regiment, ~ - 190

Too young to be entrusted with a knowledae of Delivered to armed boat Delaware, - 190

the negotiations going on with France, ~

0
~ 14R1 Delivered fa armed boat Convention, - ~ 191

Bird, Samuel, supplied with cannon by Connecticut, 511 Impressment of, recommended in Pennsylvania, 195, 196
Bird, Seth, appointed an examiner of SurO'eons, Con- Order lor impressment of, in Pennsylvania, - 199, 1310

necticut,
_ /:I _

455 Appropriation hy New-York Convention for, - 218
Birdsall, Benjamin, payment to, for guarding prison~ Committee to purchase, in New- York, for the troops, 233

ers, ~ 304 Committee of Mas::.achust:ttsto procure ten thoua
Letter from, read in New-York Committee of Safety, 352 sand, for the Army, - . - 424
Letter from, to New-York ConventiQD,

_ _
862 Sixty for the Delaware Battahon, - - 746

Letter to, from Colonel Humfrey,
_ _

1432 Application of General Lee to Massachusetts for, - 794,
Bjrdsal!, Daniel, merchant at Peekskill, letter to from 842, 857

Jacob Watson, brought from New-York by ~fiaO' 368 Taken in prizes, - 800, 1371
Letter to, from Jacob Watson,

_
~ ~ e~ 1156 Application of General Lee to Connecticut for, 845, 857

Remarks of a Committee on letter of Jacob Watson Want of, every day more erying, -
~ 934

to, ~ a 1205 Goveruour Trum\:mH will forward aU that can be
Birge, Captain Jonathan, died of wounds, _ _

727 obtained, - 938
Birge, Joseph, appointed Second Lieutenant, Con- Caplain Dolson convicted of feloniously taking and

necticut, -
_ _

459 selling,- - - a - . - - 1097
Bishop, Benjamin, affidavit of, relative to Major Hois- Imported in sloop of war Independence, -1241, 1331

ington's Rangers, - -
_ _

~
_

946 General SclwyJer desires to be supplied with, with-
Bishop, Mr.) Connecticut, on Committee for pub]ish- out delay, ~ 1249

ing certain acts, ~ _
448 Not one to be had at Albany, ~ 1301

Bishop, Nathaniel, appointed Second Lieutenant Arrival of a sloop at Chester, with, - 1310
Connecticut, -

.. .
_

~ a : 459 General t\1'"ashingtonrecommends collection of, in
Bishop, Smith, member of Maryland Convention 84 Buck's County, . 1361

Leave of absence from Con,'ention,
_ _

'
_

130 Received by General Washington, - 1419
Bissell, Captain, Return of Company of, ~ 621 Arrival ot; in a Continental brig, a - 1436
BisseJl, Captain Eben. F., taken prisoner on Long~ Maryland Council of Safety will furnish cotton to

Island, -
_ _ _

716 make, - 1482
BisseJI, Captain Ozias, taken prisoner on LonO'-Island 715 General Schuyler trying to collect, from the inhab-
BisselJ, Jonah, on Committee for arrest of s~spected itant.s of Albany, - 1496

persons, ~
_ _

449 Indjans in want oft -
14g9

Black, Captain, member of a Court-Martial, .
_

520 Pennsylvania Council of Safety requested to collect, 1583
Black, Elizabeth, Pcti[ion of, to South-Carolina As- J. Mease to furnish Captain Henderson's Company

sembly, -
_

55 with, - - - - - - - - 1602
Petition ot; referred to a Committee, . 59 Maryland Council of Safety requested to furnish
Report on Petition of,

_
.

_
64 fift)., for sick so]diers, . 1614

Black, James, letter to, from South-Carolina Navy- Bleecker,John, on Committee to cooperate with Gen-
Board, - - - - -

_ _ _
1531 eralSchuyler,- - - - 260 561

Ag~eement of, to build a row-galley for SOllth-Caro- Blewer, Captain Joseph, member of Pennsylvania'
hna, - - - -

_ _ _ _
1536 Cooneil of Safety, - 181

Black, Captain John, inimjcal conduct of,
_ _

1503 On Committee to wait on owners of salt, a 185
BlackJea~h, John, appolllted Second Lieutenant, Con- On Committee to review Naval Armament, - - ]87

nectlcut, ~ . _
459 On Committee to fit out armed boat Convention, 188

Blackwell, Co]onel, requested to attend in New~ York On Committee to revise the pay of the Fleet, - 192
Convention, _ _

~ 371 Payment to, by Pennsy(\!aniaCouncil of Safety, - 192
BlackweJI,Ensign, First Virginia Regiment, on com- Ordered to inquire for cannon suitabJeto mount on

Oland, - - - -
_ _

~ ~ 515 traveJ]jng caniages, - 200
Blain, Captain William, Return of Companyof, 503, 791 Block-Island, a number of British prisoners sent to,

Gone home on furlough, ~
_ _ _ _

79] to be exchanged, - 1087
Member of a Court-Martial) a

_ _
]421 1432 Block-Tin, payment, for, by Pennsylvania Council of

qfficers tha.t want commissions in Company of, : 1451 Safety, - - 188
BJallle,Ephnum, letter from, to President of Oon- Order lor deJiveryof, to Mease & CaldweJJ,a - 192

gre~s,. . 892 Blodget,Samuel,appojnted Second Lieutenant, New..Pennsylv.3maCouncJl of Safety requested to sup- Hampshire, - 646
ply, wIth salt,

- - . -
_ _

1570 Blodget, Silas, appointed Second Lieutenant, Con~
Blair, Archibald, Virginia, Chairman, ~ 761 necticut, - 458

C:Jerk ?f. Virginia ~ouncil;
-

_ _ _
808! 912 Blondc, British frigate, ordered on a cruise on the

BJalr, 1VlIham, appomted Lleutenant-Co]onel, Mary~ Banks of Newfoundland, - - 1134
land, -

~
- -

_
~ ..

_
117 Bloody Point, Committee to report on best way of

Letter from, to General Johnson,
_ _

a 1370
I

keeping a guard at, - - a
Letter ofl sent to Maryland Council of Safety, _]

396 Report of the Committee, - ..
38
43
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Bloomfield, C'pt,in Joseph, 'ppointed Deputy Judge-
Advocate of the Northern Army, . 878

Bearer of a letter from General Schuyler to Con-
gress, - - - - - - - 1497

Blue-Mountain-ValJey, ship, parole ,'iolated by Mate
of,- - 273

Blunt, Lieut. Jahu, taken prisoner on Long Island, - 505
Board of Treasury-see TreasuryBoard.
Board of W,,-

Letter from, read in Maryland Convention, - 94

1

Report in Maryland Convention from Committe;
on INters oC - - 102

List of prisoners of war in Maryland to be sent tOJ 110
Application to, for guard for Salt Works, . 183
Commodore Seymour directed to apply to, for return

of men taken bv Continental vessels, 183
Requested by Peimsylvania Council of Safety to

order Captain Strohbogh's Company to Philadel.
phi" - 189

Letter to, from Dr. Shippen, - 463
Letter to~ from Clement Biddle) - - 464
Letter tOt from General Mercer, - .. 519
Order oft to Recruiting Offieersj .. - 1107
A gentleman of the military must be on, - 1395
To supply Georgia wjth military stores, - 1557
Benjamin Harrison added to, - 1560
Letters from General Schuyler ano fromR. H. Har..

rison referred to, - 1562
Report of, in Congress, - 1563
Brought iu a report, 1565, 1570, 1575, 1582, 1583
A letter from Tench Coxe referred to, - - 1565
A letter from James SulJivan referred to, - 1565
Letters from General Wa8hington referred tOJ1566,1600
A letter from G~neral Mercer referred tOj - 1566
Petition of the Sieur de Lisle referred to, - 1566
To confer with Pennsylvania Council of Safety on

the defence of Phil,delphia, -1566, 1570
Reported on a request from Virginia, - - 1568
Petition of Jamed McConnaughy referred to, - 1568
Memorial of Eleazar Oswald referred to} .. 1571
Petition of Joseph Dean and others referred to, - 1572
Advance to Secretary of}for contingent expenses, 1572
Sundry letters referred to, .. - 1573
Memorial from Joseph Trumbull referred to, - - 1573
Memorial of EbeDezer Hazard referred to,..

- 1573
Further consideration of a report of) . ]576
Reported on Memorials from Captain Lockwood

and Captain Oswald, _
1577

Letter from Mary]and Council of Safety referred to) 1577
To prepare a letter to General Lee, . 1577
Empowered to administer oaths} -

_
1577

A statement respecting the troops on the Eastern-
Shore of Virginia referred to, .

_
1580

To give orders to a Virginia Battalion and two
Pennsylvania Battalions, - ~ 1580

Payment of ten thousand dollars to, for R. DalJam, 1581 ,
Sundry orders of Congress to, _

1582
.

Memorial of Thomas Dene! referred to, - 1583
To seize the person and papers of Mons. BonvoJour,

and report on them to Congress} ~ 1589
To detain such Companies of the German Battalion

as have not marched)
_

1589
Letter from, read in Congress, . 1593
Directed to purchase six wagons) with horses and

harness, - - 1594
To confer wilh a Committee of Pennsylvania As-

sembly,
-

_
1594

Petition from John Noble Taylor referred to) . 1595
Directed to order the German Battalion to join

General Washington, - 1595
To purchase ten or twelve covered wagons for the

Arlille,y, - - _. - - -
_

1596
To remove beef to Christiana Bridge! -

_
1596

Directed to remove prisoners from Beisto], - - 1597
To desire General Washiw:rton to send Isaac Corren

to Pbil,delphi"
0 _

1599
A letter from General Schuyler referred to, -

_
1600

Empowered to exchange the Canadian prisoners, ~ 1600
Directed to take care of the arms belonging to the

Contin€nt} _
1603

To procure accoutrements for VirO'inia Licrht-
Horse,

_
~

_
.

_ ..._
.

0 _
]615

Empowered to employ Mr. Nourse as an assistant
clerk, _

1617
To inform Genera] Washington of the Quantity of

powder be]onging to the Continent, - - - 1618
:\lemorial of Lieutenant-Colonel Antill referred to} 1618
See Peters) Richard) and Harrison, Benjamin.
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Board ofWar-Continue..
Letters from, to-

l\faryland Convention, 94
General Washington, - 597,670, 746} 762, 820
Maryland Council of Safety, 598,763, 1271,1416, 1471
Associators of Pennsylvania, - 670
J.Jancaster Committee} - 698
Pennsylvania Council of Safety, - 778

Letters to} from-
General Stephenl .. 600
General Mercer}

- 600
General Washington} 602,699, 920} 1070
General Lewis.} _

684
Maryland Council of Safety, - 695, 888, 1437, 1482
Pennsylvania Council of Safety, _

698
John Trumhull, - 703
General Armstrong, _

1171
Governour Henry, -

_
1270

Board of War} (Massachu~ett8J) resolve for appointing! 412
Resolve for paying five thousand Pounds to, - - 441
Henry Brownfield dec]ines a seat in, .. - 512

Board of'Var and OrdnanceJ Thomas Nelson asks
General Gates for a plan for, _ _ _ _

1506
Boards, the Army suffering much for the want of, - 207

Impressment of} authorized, in Connecticut, -
_

453
Boat-hire, payment for, hy Pennsylvania Council of

Safely, - - - -
_ _ _ _

191
Boats, necessity of, for transporting troops, - .. 51

Impressment of! authorjzed by New-York Commit-
tee of S,fety, -

_
~64

Requesled to be sent from Albany to Fisbkill, - 304
Agents for the collection of, in NewNYork,

- - 339
On Delaware River, necessity of securing, from the

enemy, - . 1027, 1184, 1185
Letter from agents appointed by New-York Com-

mittee of Safety to impress, ~ .
_ _

1086
On Delaware River, orders of General Washington

for securing, from the enemy, - - -
_

1120
Pre~autions to prevent enemy from getting posses-

sionof, - - - - - - -1151,1152
Forced march of the British jn hopes of surprising, 1166
Nothing hinders the enemy crossing the Delaware

bnt the want of, - 1186
Enemy said to be transporting from Brunswick to

Treuton, - - - - -
_ _

1188, 1343
Lord Stiding cannot learn that the enemy are bui]d-

iug, _
1189

A number ot~ at Tinnicum, to facilitate the passage
of General Lee across the Delaware) - - - 1216

Efforts of the enemy to obtain, - ~1231! 1317
On theDelaware, resolution of Congre8s respecting! 1596

Boatswain's Calls, for armed boats of Pennsylvania) - 193
Bochm, Philip, Philadelphia, - - 1308
Bodawain, Lieutenant, British, at Fort Cumberland,

Nova-Scotia,- - 909
Boden, WilJiam, owner of schooner PoUy, ~ 427
Boem, Philip} on Salt Committee, Pennsylvania Coun-

cil of Safety, - - 198
Boerum, Lieutenant WiJliam, report in New-York

Convention on application o~ - - 226
Bogan, Lieutenant, British Navy, prisoner, Robert

Morris proposes an exchange of, - 1374
Has gone in for exchange} - - 1420
Payment of allowance 9f, - - 1580

Bogardus} Second Lieutenant Benjamin, commis-
sioned,- - 219

Recommended for Second Lieutenant, - - 768
Bogardus, Petrus, payment of account of, for trans-

portingtroops, .. - 262
Salt taken from f)toreof, - 282
Directed to take charge of certain tar and tents!

_

360
Recommended a~ a fit person to take charge of the

Continental stores at Fishkill Landing, - 1098
Bolster, Cilptain, member of a Court-Martia], . 488} 496
Bond} Captain, member of a Court-Martial, ~ 654
Bondi Colonel, state of Regiment of,

_
744

Arrival of Regiment of, at Peekskill, - -1124! 1125
Orders of General Gates to Commanding Officers of

Regiment of! - . 1190
CoJonell\foylan sent to push on the Regiment of; 1233
Regiment of, to move forward with al] possible ex-

pedition,- - - - - - -
_1243

Regiment o( have mostly agreed to stay tiJI the 15th
. of January,

_
1449

Bond, Jacobi member of l\1aryland Convention, 83
On Committee to revise Journals for the press, - 116
Motions by, in Convention, - 115) 116, 117, 119j 159

Bond! Thomas, letter from, to Benjamin Rumsey, - 915
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Bonfield, Acklam, payment to, by Congress, - - 1557 I Bonnty- Continued, .
Bonneau, Anthony, a letter from) recei~'ed by SotJtb~ On manufacture of powder In New-York, 249,258

Carolina Navy-Board, 1538 or Rangers in New-York, pa~ment of, -
~

- 263
Bonney, Jacob, witness b€rorc a Court-Martial, - 1492 On wool-cards manufactlHed In New-York, .. 284
Bonvolour, Monsieur, Congress direct the seizure of the Advanced to New- Yark Colonels, - 313

person and papers of a 1589 Tobe paidto Lieutenant-ColonelWiesenfels, - 322
Bonum, New-Jersey, ene~y's vanguard at, -1026, 1027 Of Colonel Nicoll's Regiment, (New-York,) pay-
Booker, Captain, powderbrouO'ht by, to Maryland, - 668 menl of, - - 331
Boon, Mr., overseer of aGun-l~ck Factory, Maryland, 1147 On salt, in Connecticut, ~ 450
Boone, John, on Committee on Petition of William On saltpetre, in Connecticut, .

~ 451
Hart, 24 Additional, by Massachusetts, to troops, dIsapproved

Booth, Benjamin, Tory, taken by a scouting party, - 932 byGeneral\Vd8hing!on,.- - - . 494,496
Booth, Joseph, Jun., appointed Second Lieutenant, Offere~ by Maryland. III heu of land, Jetter fr,om

Connecticut, ~ - 458 President of Congress to Maryland ConventIon
Bordeaux, most of the American ships go to, 612 respecting, ~ - - - - - 508

Extract of a letter from, - 1197 Resolutions of Congress respecting, published in
Bordenton, clear of the enemy, 1447 General Orders at Ticonderoga, - 531

Letter from Colonel Cadwalader, at, - 1460 Additional, by Massachusetts, General Gates op~
Bordes, Monsieur, French gentleman, letter of intro- posed to, - . - - ~ - - 549

duction for, to Congress, - - . - - 510 Increase of, by Massachusetts, disapproved of by
Bordley, "Villiam, J tJdge of Election, Maryland, 85, 133,174 Congress, - 699
Boring Mill, payment by Pennsylvania Council of Bond of Charles Simms for faithful tJse of moneys for, 761

Safety for brass fOT, - . 194 Additional, by MassachtJseUs, difoiapproved by Gen-
Boston, two cannon to be conveyed from Plymouth to, 384 eral Schuyler, - ~ 770

Resolve respecting Poer of, - - 397 To be advanced to Colonels, . 905
Application of General Schuyler to Selectmen o~ Offered by Pennsylvania Assembly, to draw out the

for aid in procuring ntLils,- - 411 Militia, - - 1199
Account of lumoer, &.c., furnished to Fort-Hill, in, 476 Reasons of Massachusetts for offering additional, - 1209
Letter from Committee o~ to Massachusetts Coun- To seamen, in England,

- 1306
cil, ~ .. 594 Often dollars for six weeks' service, - - 14g8

l\'Ieeting of inhabitants o~ . - 757 For capture of British vessels of war, - .. 1571
Arrival of a prize at, - - 799 Bourke, Captain Thomas, Company of, added to Col.
General Lee stlggests to remove Continental stores onel Richardson's Battalion, 91

from, .. 841 Bouten; Lieutenant Samuel, prisoners under cbarge
General Howe proposes to reduce, . 926 of, - 273, 274
Captain Weeks to proceed from Fishkill to, for eer- Bowden, Captain Lawrence, late Master of the brig

tain goodsj - 1061 Royal Exchange, Petition o~ referred to a Com-
Intelligenceat, - - 1088 mittee, - 555
Extract of a letter from, . 1183 Commodore Hopkins thinks he ought not to be
Certain gentlemen mean to wipe away the reproach censured, _

658
which has long lain UPOD,of not furnif!hing more Declares his innocency of mutiny, - 799
military men, - - 1266 Memorial of, Tead in Congress, - ]566

William Gordon recommends fortifying the Harbour Bowdoin, Jamesj payment of interest to, .. . 388
ot: - . 1266 Member of Massachusetts Council, . .. 733

A company ofTmin to march from, to Providence, 1286 Letter from, read in Congress, ~ - 1570
Offensive operations of the British ag:Iinst, deferred, 1318 Letters to, from-
Arri\'al of a llt1mber of prisoners atj on their way to General Lee,

_

be exchaog€d, - . 1325 Governour Trumbull,
Two frigates fitted at, - . 1335 I

Noah Goodman,
Names of a numoer of the inhabitants of, - 1519 Colonel Francis,
Letter of Hopestiil Capen, from prison of, - 1522 Josias Waters, .

Boston, frigate, Captain McN eilj - 1335 General Heath,
Bostwick, Andrew} an insolvent debtor, Memorial of, Governour Cooke, _

to New York Convention, - 267 William Dawes,
Bostwick, Elisha, appointed First Lieutenant, 000- Meshech Weare,

necticut, - - 458 General Lincoln,
Bostwick, Isaac, appointed Captain, Connecticut, - 458 President of Congress,
Bosworth, Ichabod, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, ~ 460 Stephen Hopkins, _

Botsford, Clement, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, - 460 Letters from, to-
Bot~ford,Jabez, appointed Captain, Connecticut, .. 458 James Avery, . . 476
Bottom, Joshua, appointed Second Lieutenant, Con- Massachusetts Council, . 1033

necticut, . - 459 Massachusetts AssembJy,.. . 1087
Bowndage, ~amesj sent prisoner to Exeter, New- Mcshech Weare, 1104, 1105, 1177

Hampshire, - 469 President of Congress, - 1356
Bou~d~ri.es, c]~imed br Virginia, - 133 Bowen, Captain Ephraim, Return of Company of, - 505VuglOla,claIm of, disputed by Maryland, . 134 Appointed Assistant Quartermaster-General, ~ 505
Boundbrook, enemy's outposts withdrawn fromj .. 1449 Bowen, Colonel Jabez, Moderator of a Town-mef!t-
Bounty, often doUars to recruits for three years, 13 jog at Providence; - 785,879

Of twenty dollars to recruit$ for the war, 53 Chosen President of the Town Council, . 786
Tw,o dollars additional, proposed by Sotlth-Caro- Bowen, Lieutenant Prentice, recommended for a Cap-

lin.a, . . 66, 67 tainey in the new Army, . - 522
On silk m.anufactory, III S-o~th-Carolma, 69 Bowen, Thomas Bartholomew, appointed a Captain
On flax, h~en, and threa~, In South-Carolina, 69 jn the Ninth Pennsylvania Regiment, _

200
On hemp, III So.ut~~Carohna,

'"

69 Bowes, Timothy, and Veruon Hehb, letter from, to
To Maryland MIlItia, to encourage thelT ImmedIate Maryland Council of Safety, '_ 508

march~ . - ]07 Bowger, .Lieutenant Richard, prisoner at Germantown, 626
On salt, III Ma.ryl~nd, taken off, - - 111 Bowie, Allen, Commissioner for Montgomery County,
By Maryland, In he~ of land offered by Congre88, - 120 Marylaod,

_
104Maryland CommissIOners to receive money from Bowie, Walter, member of MaryJand Convention, 83

Congress for, - - - - - - . 121 .Leave of absence from Convention
~ 133To seamen,bY,MarY,JandConvention,: - 128 Motionby,in MarylandConventio'n, _

177
In .land, resoltltIon 01 Maryland Convenuon respec.t. Bowker, Silas, one of t.he signers of the Jetter from the

mg, ,_
- 178 inhabitants of Papaconck, _

215Payment o~ by Penns~lvama,Councll of Safety,.
- 194 Bowls, wooden, resl)ltJtion for providing, for Connec-

For Colonel HtJmpton s ~egIm~nt, Pennsy]vallla, - 197 ticut Militia,
- ~ 453

For Eleventh Pennsyh'allla Reglmentj - - 201 Bawly, Daniel, Maryland, 1147
For the Putnam Battery, - 201 Bownel,Ensign, accused of throwing away his arms in
Offered by Congress to the Army, 209,210,211 time of action, _

857

794, 841, 872, 933

- 845,1175

- 850
. 900

- 907. 1096
1104, 1114, 1131

- 1105. 1163

- 1285
- 1285
. 1423
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Bowsman, Wimam, member of Lancaster Committee, 810, Bratt, Captain Theodorusj to provide houses for cer-
854, 918, 1257 tain families - - - - - - - 322

Bowtham, Lieutenant, British, commendation of, - 818 BrattJe, General,' famous Tory, death of, - - 1419
Bowyer, Michael, payment to, for riding express, - 193 Braxton, Carter, one of the owners of the privateer
Boyd, Abraham, alJthorized to enroH a Company in Phcenix - - - . - - - - 1373

Maryland, - 100 Bray, J oho, payment to, for riding express, - 192
Month's pay advanced to Company ofl - 101 Brazils, dispute between Spain and Portugal respect-
Memorial of, to Maryland Convention,

_ _
114 iug boundaries of, - - - - - 976,998

Boyd,John, Paymaster of ColonelMackay's Battalion, Bread, embargo laid on, in Connecticut, ~ .. 593
nineteen thousand dollars advanced to, w 1608 Taken in a prize ship, w 824

Empowered to rec.ei,'e a number of shoes,.. .. 1609 Will be scarce in France before harvest, - 884
Boyd, Jahn, to sign Continental BiBsof Credit, _

1613 Bready, Captain H., letter from, to General Washing--
Boyd, Captain J ohnt order in favour of,

_
- 892 ton, in behalf of the Captains of Colonel Max-

Boyd, Robert, letters froll, read in New-York Com- weH's Regiment, ~ 1316
mittee of Safety, 303, 305, 312 Breck, Robert, on Committee to purchase stores for

Letter from, to Matthew Can tine, .. 603 the Army, .. 420
Letter from, to Pierre Van Cortlandt, 635,753 Breeches, taken in a prize ship, w 800
Letter to, from Pierre Van Cort]andt,

_
.. 753 Breidenhart, ChristopherJ payment tOJ for repairing

RO.fer, Lieutenant-Colonel Jacob, payment to, for fur- guns,""" ~
-

w .. w 198
nishing rationsJ

_
1600 Brent, Mr., Third Virginia-Regiment, Aid-de-Camp to

Brace,David,Masterofprivateer01i~'erCromwell,_ 378 LordStirling,- .. - - - - .. 516
Bracco, Bennett, appointed Captain! MarylandJ 93 Bresban, Captain John, has behaved unlike a. soldier

Killed at White-Plains, 487, 889 and a gentleman, w 743
Bracco,John, Judge of Election, Talbot CountyJMary~ Said to be unfit for servicet - - 771

landJ
_ _

174 Bresledan, Captain \Vi1liam, Maryl3nd, -
w 1307

Bradford, Ensign Anthony, taken prisoner on Long- Brest, men-ofwwar said to be fitting at, 476, 825J 998
Island, _

715 Squadron of men-of-war at, comp]ete]y fitted and
Bradford, Lieutenant-Colonel Gam].,

_
407 armedJ.. 971,973, 974J 1197

Bradford, John, Agent for Continental fleet in Massa~ Brevard, Benjamin, member of Maryland Convention, 87
chusetts-Bay,letter from! to General \'Vashington, 625 Leave of absence from ConventionJ - 110

Letters to, from Commodore Hopkins,
_ _

659, Brevoort, Lieutenant, taken prisoner, - 723
667, 1284, 1470 Brewert Colonel,

-
men of Regiment of, charged with

Committee of Dartmouth requested to assist, in plundering, (note,) - - - - 333
removing Continental stores, -

_
1146 Brewer, Colonel, state ofR~gime.nLof, ~ 744

Letter tOJ from M~ssachusetts Board of \Var, w 1267 Route of march of Regiment o~ w - 874.
Letter to, from Robert MorrisJ ~ 1485 Regiment of, to embark at Lake Georgf:as soon as

Bradford, "ViHiam, Adjutant to Colonel Hitchcock's boats can be providedJ ~ 878
Regiment, horse brought by, from Long-IslandJ

_
236 Brewer, Colonel DavidJ desires to engage in the new

Disposition of horse taken by, -
_ _

.. 251 Army, w 507
Appointed Aid-de-Camp to General Lee,

_
506 Brewer, Colonel Josiah, guard on Penobscot River

Letter from, to Meshech Weare, ..
_

794 placed under command of, .. 390
Account of capture of Genera] Lee brought by, 1265 Letter from, to General Heath, ~ - - - 1170
Passed through PeekskillJ - -

_ _ _
1299 BrewerJ George, Petition of, to Maryland Convention

BradfordJ Wilham} on Commiuee of Rhode-Island for a reprieve} w - 117
Assembly, respecting paper currencYJ w 865 Brewer, Nicholas, Jun., requested to purchase wood

Rradford, William, one of the signers ofa letter to the for the Army, - ~ 208
Commiuee of Chester COllnty, Pennsyh'ania, . 463 Appointed agent for collecting boats, &c., ~ 339, 341

Bradford, William, promoted to First Lieutenant,
_

1590 Agent for obtaining boats, directi?ns for, - - 358
Bradford, WiHiam, Jr., appointed Captain in Eleventh Letter from, to New-York Committee of Safety, .. 1086

Pennsylvania Regiment, -
_

188 Brewster, Captain, Connecticut Militia, Return of Com-
Bradley, Abraham, appointed CaptainJ Connecticut, 458 panyof, - - 475
Bradley, ColonelJ report on the circumstances of a Member of a Court-Martia], w - 1346

part of the Regiment of,
-

_
324 Brewster, Ebenezer, appointed Captain, Connecticut, 458

Return of Regir:nent of, - 663, 1035, 1401 Brewster, Elisha, Assistant Commissary, w - 1279
Number of Regiment ofJat and DearNewark, fit for Brewster, Lieutenant Henry, Jun., has not received

duty, _
822 his commission, - 1451

State of Regiment of, - .. 860 Brewster, John, two persons to be arrested and brought
Reso]utions of New-York Committee of Safety re- to the house of, - 524

specting sick of Regiment of,
-

w
_ _

873 Brewster, Captain Jonathan, prisoner, John Rapalje to
Bradley, Philip Burr) appointed Colonel, Connecticut 458 supply, with cal3hJ - - - - 704
BradtJ Garret} disaffected, - - .. w ~ 289 Taken prisoner on Long-Island, . 716
Bradt, Jacob, disaffected, .. 289 Brewster, Samuel, Chairman of Committee of Neww
Bradt, Captain John, advised of the movement of the Windsor, - 286

disa:ffected,
_

290 Letter from, to NewwYork Convention, ~ - 1280
Number of Rangers of, who have performed service Brewstoo, First Lieutenant Benjamin, missing, -

w 723
at Coxakie, .. 291 Brewton}John, appoint~d Captain of a Watch Com-

Service he was sent on, succe~sfulJyperformed, 292, 578 paoy in Charles-Town," - - .. .. 76
Ordered to pu~ himself under the command of Colo- Bribe, penalty for giving or receiving, in l\faryland, - 172

nel Van Schaick, -.
_

2.93 Brice, John, Signer of Bills of Credit, Mary]andJ - 176
Detachment of Rangers ofJ - . 564 Brickell, Brigadier-General James, command of, .. 532
!,o march with his Rangers into Tryon County, .. 565 Arrival of! at Saratoga, w ~ 796
I~etter to, from Robert Yates,

-
_ _

574, 580 At a Council of 'Var, w ~ 797
.Letter from, to Robert YatesJ

_
579 Term of inlistment of the ten Militia Regiments

Co~pany oC expected to embark On Tuesday next, 1111 under, about to expire1 - 874
Arnval of Company of, at Fort Constitution, w

_

1319 President of a Court of Inquiry, - - 1042
BrainardJCaptain E!iakim, Jetter from, to Governour Bricks, impressment of,authorized byNew-York Con-

Trumbull, _
1281 vontiun, - - 207

Branson, .Captain, British, at Fort Cumberland, Nova- Impressment of, authorized in Connecticut, .. . 453
ScotIa, w

_

909 Bridgeman, John, men1ber of Cumberland County
Brant, Jos~pb, _ 1500 (New-York)Cummittee,-

_
- - - 1042

Brasher,Abraham, member of New-York Convention 269 Brigadier-Generals of Maryland, pay of~ - - - 177
On Committee on letter from AJbany, - - ~ 265 General Washington recommends that one be ap-
On Comm~ttee on accounts of sale of' sloop Putnam, 285 pointed for every three Regiments, w w 1312
On Committee on letter of John R. LivioITston .. 308 Bright, Joseph, a number of Tories to rendezvous near
Letter to, from Jacob Garrigue~

_ 0 J
. 683 the house of,

_
w 1515

Brass, paym.ent by.Penn8y]vania Council or Safety for, Briggs, James, arrested for passing false money, 305,635
for BOring MJIJs, - - . -

_ _
194 Briggs, Joshua, ~nd othersJ Petition of, to NIassachu-

Brass Cannon-see Cannon. setts CouncllJ w
_

416
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BTigharn, Paul, appointed Second Lieutenant, Cou~ Brown, Nathanie], inspector of fire~arms, Connecticut, 454
nectieut, - - 459 Brown, Peter, payment to, for iron work, - - 200

Brimmer, Heman, on Committee to appraize cargo of Brown, Peter, to be confined in Jail, . 469
prize brig Mary & James, - - 438 Brown, Lieutenant Philip, appointed commander of

Brinckerhoff, Captain Dirck, appointed to superin- prize ship Mellish, - - 738
tend repair of roads in the Highlands, - 264 Orders to, by Captain J. P. Jones, - 1283

Salt taken by, - 282 Brown, Samuel, of Guilford, Connecticut, leucr from,
Brinsmade, Major, Connecticut Militia, - - 1073 to New-York Convention, - 551
Brisbane, William, member of South-Carolina Assem- Lp.tter from, read in New-York Committee of Safety, 308

bly, 2 Brown, Samuel, of Stockbridge, Massachusetts, arms
On Committee on Petition of John Vauchier, 32 and ammunition sent to care of, ~ 412

Brister, Elisha, Jun., appointed Ensign, Connecticut~ 459 Brown, Stephen, appointed Captain, Connecticut, - 458
Bristol, Earl of, speech o~ iu House of Lords, on Ad- Brown, Sylvanus, appointed Captain, Connecticut, ~ 458

dress to the King, ~ . 979 Brown, \Vil]jam, a Mandamus Councillor, fled to the
Bristol, James, furlough to, - 184 King's troops, order respecting the estate of, - 536
Bristol, Pennsylvania, General Washington recom- Brown, William, witness on the trial of Caleb Green, 1421

mends removal of prisoners [romj - 1034 Brown, Captain William, payment to, by Pennsylvania
Colonel Cadwalader's Brigade po~ted at, and near, 1185 Council of Safety, ~ - 181
Letters from Colonel Cadwalader at, 1429, 1441 Pikes, &c., delivered to, for floatingb'lttery, - .. 190
Letter from General Mifflin at! - - 1400! Payment to, for sundries for Putnam Battery! - 201
Board of War to remove prisoners from, - 1597 To furnish a guard for salt vessels, - - ~ 202

Bristol, RbodeMIslandj Militia from Massachusetts to Browne, Lieutenant-Colonel Bp-njamin, Field~Officer
prof;eed to, ~ 1133 for the day at Ticonderoga, ~ 530

Discontent of Massachusetts Militia at~ - 1367 Browne, John, and others, letter [rom, read in New.
Bristol County, Massachusetts, Benjamin Marston and York Convention, - - 233

Gideon White committed to the Jail of! . 383 Browne!Joseph, on Committee to examine suitable
Militia of, to march to Rhode-Island, 1133j 12]0, 1286 place for defence of Providence, - - . 1130

British Army-see .Jlrmy, Bn'tish. Browne, Governour Montfort, exchanged for Lord Stir-
Brockway, Woolston, New-Hampshire,

-
~ 1226 ling, .. ..

-
~ ~

- -
_

838
Brogdon, Captain John! recommended by Colonel Browne, Robert, warehouse of, taken by the publick,.. 115

\Veissenfels, - - 1041 Brownel! Mr., bearer of a letter from Commodore
Urogho, Co~nt, desirous of engaging in the service of Hopkins to Governour Cooke, ~

- 593
the United States, - - 539 Brownfield, Henry, letter from, to Massachusetts As-

Silas Deane suggests that he be engaged to take sembly, - ~ 512
the lead of the American Army, _

1089 Browning, George, sent prisoner to Exeter, w . 469
Brook, S., witness to a power of attorney! ~ 687 Brownson, Colonel, letter to, from General Gates, - 623
Brook~S., Jun., witness to a power of attorney, w 687 Brownson, Nathan, delegate in Congress from Geor-
Brooke, Matthew, directed to provide teams to remove gia, credentials of, _

w ~ w 1607
stores from Philadelphia, - ~ 201 Bruce, Andrew, Judge of Election, ~ 127

Brookfield, Massachusetts, a Magazine and Elabraw Bruce, Captain, his private adventure to be presented
tory to be erected in, - 1457 to him, w ~ 1113

Brooks, A., tried and convicted by a Court-Martial, w 528 Bruce, Mrs. Jude, permit to, to go to Fishkill,.. .. 1174
Brooks, Bowyer, payment to, for oars, &.c:.,

- 188 Application of, for a pass to go to New- York,
_

1236
Brooks, Colonel, Return of Regiment of, - - 499 Permitted to go to New-York, ~ 1351
Brooks, Lieutenant-Colone] John, Massachusetts, Oath admini:stered to,

-
_

1380
appointed Lieutenant~Colonel in the new <ir- Bruce, Norman, appointed Colonel of Thirty-Fifth Bat-
rangement, .. 713, 1030, 1084 talion of Maryland Militia, .. 117

Brooks! David, paro]e of, ~ 1143 Letter from, to General Johnson, . 1370
Brooks, Major,_ member of a Court-Martial, _

654 Letter from! forwarded to Council of Safety, .. 1396
Broom, SamueJ, master of privateer Satisfaction, _

445 Bruce, Stephen, and others, petition of, to Massachu-
Broom, Samuel, & Co., suppJied with cannon by Con- setts General Court, w 387

necticut, ~ 511 One of the own€rs of the privateer Warren, _
. 404

Broome, Colonel, reasons for absence fromNew-York Brude, Lieut-enant,Hessian, wounded, _
1057

Convention, _
227 Bruere, Richard, parole violatedby, - ~ 273

Brown, Lieutenant-Colonel Abijah, field-officer for Bruff! Joseph, signer of Bins of Creoit, Maryland) .. 176
the day at Ticonderoga, ~ - - - 529,535 Bruff, Mr., motion by, in Maryland Convention, ~ 159

Brown, Edward,- petition of, for liberty to purchase Bruff', Thomas, Judge of Election, Somerset County,
powder from the publick stock! . - - 428 Maryland, _

174
Resolve for supplying, with powder, .. 446 Brune, British frigate, in expedition against Rhode..

Brown, Elisha, deposition of,
- ~ 1063 Jslano!. _

1176Brown, Captai,n,memberofa Court-Martial,939, 1084, 1097 Brunson, Asa, appointed Ensign! Connecticut, _
460

Bro~n, Captam Joshua, Return of Company of, 503, 791 Brunsonj MichaeJ, appointed First Lieutenant, Con-
Sick,- - - - - - - - 503,791 necticut,- _ 458Hasnot receivedhiscommission, ~ 1451 Brunswick, New-Jersey-

Brown, James, of Nova-Scotia, petition ot: .. 382 General Howe at, with ten thousand men! _
.. 363

Brown, James, examination of, - ~ - 824 General Cornwallis at, -
_

366, 1069
Brown, John, found guilty of mutiny by a Court-Mar- Sick in Hospital at, _

463tial, - - - - - - -
_ 534 EightRegimentsat, 740

Brown, Lieutenant-Colonellohn, letter from, to Presi- General Washington intends retreating to,. .. 790
oent of Congress, - .. ~ 11.58 Prisoners to be seut to, for exchange, ~ 820

Petition of, to General Gates, for trial of Genera] Fivehundredthousandmusketcartridgestobesentto, 853
Arnold, ~ ~ 1158 General Washington hopes to make a stand at, 855

Letter from, to General Gates, ~ 1159 Intelligence from British troops in) 892Letter to, from Genera! Gates,
~ 1160 General Washington at, 919Memorial of, referred to Board of Trea8ury, -
_

1562 The enemy in sight of, -1027! 1028Report on memorial of, (note,) - - - ~1567 General Howe in possession of, . 1033
Letter from, read in Congress, - - - . 1611 Account by a British officer of the seizure of, ~ 1037

Brown, ~onathan, Mas~achusetts, payment to! for hjs Washington could have made a stand at, had the
serVIces as CommIssary, - -

_
385 Jersey Militia turned out, - . 1082Brown, Jonathan, New-York, recommended for an The enemy still at,

~ 1095
Ensign, - - . 1388 Enemy advanced seven miles beyond,

-
_

1108Brown, Maj.or, of Colonel Phinney's Regiment, sick, - 530 To be the Head-Quarters of the British Army for theBrown, MaJor, to have command of a Connecticut winter, ~ .. 1230
Regiment ordered into Rhode-Islandj

- ~ 1142 Enemy appear to be retreating (0,
~ 1243,Brown, Mr., So~th-Caro]jna Assembly, on Committee 1246, 1276, 1299, 1347

on MemorIal of, the Vestry of St. Philips, - 28 Lord Cornwallis had orders not to proceed farther
Brown, Mr., of Providence, order on, for sulphur, - 704 I than,

~ 1316Brown, Nathan, of No, aMScotia, petition of, ~ 382 A great body of the enemy in and around, .. 1343
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Bru!!!h, Eliphalet, payment tOJ far apprehending Isaac BuntinJ John, Second Lieutenant of privateer Dalton, 380
Ketchum and others, . 316 Bunting, Mr., permitted by Connecticut Council of

Brush, Thomas, payment to, for conveying two pris- Safety to return to New-York on parole, - - 1421
oners from Norwich to FishkiJl, - 304 Burd, James, Colonel Fourth Battalion of Lancaster

Bryant, Captain-Lieutenant, of the Artillery, - - 485 Militia, - 672,837
Company of, to march with Colonel Huntington, - 664 WiJl march on Monday next, - 1214

Buchanan) Andrew, member of Baltimore Commit- Marching with his Battalion, - 1231
tee, - 1033, 1397 Circular to, - 1273

Letter from, to Maryland Council of Safety, - - 1228 Letter from, to William Atlee, . 1448
Buchanan, Arcbibald, letter from, to Maryland Coun~ Letter from, to General Mifflin, - - 1448

cil of Safety,
_

- 597, 1134 Burgess, Lieutenant Josepb, deposition of, to be taken
Buildin~ a gondola for Maryland, - - 868 relatjve to election in Anne Arundel County, 95
A new ship of, near ready to sail for France, . - 1471 Burgoyne, General, rumour of death of, - . 625

Buchanan, Robert, Maryland, - - 1148 Arrival of, in England, - 1134
Buck, Lieutenant Isaac, Commander of Georgia Reasons for return of, to Englaml, - 1211

packet, orders to, from Marine Committee, - 672 Affects great silence ~ince his return to England, - 1227
Buck, Lieutenant Jonathan, missing, - 728 Burk, Micbael, member of Cumberland County Com.
Bucklin, Ctlptain Joseph, to inquire whether Job mittce, - 626

Sweetin.2" wiJl sign the Test Act, - 785 Burke, Esther, payment to, for nursing, - - - 200
Bucklin, Mr.~mate of a prize ship, - - 1356 Burke, Mr., motion for revisal of Acts of Parliament
Bucknor, Colonel, Return of Regiment of, .1035, 1401 seconded by, - - 1008
Buck's County, Pennsylvania, payments for expresses Speecb of, on revisal of Acts of Parliament, - - 1011

to,. _
- - - - - - 185, 192 Burke, Captain William, late Commander of the

Proportion of salt allowed to, - 195 schooner Warren, taken prisoner, . 625
Purchase of arms in, - - 199 Schooner lately commanded by, run on shore at
Expenses for collecting arms from Non-Associators Little Harbour, - 14.54

in,
_

- 200 Burkmeyer, Charles, offer of, to contract for beef, - 1535
Henry Wynkoop Treasurer of Committee of, - 202 Burling, Ebenezer S., goods at store of, to be exam-
l\ioney distributed among need)' familiesof Associ- ined, - 309

ators of,
_

- 202 Burling, Samuel, deposition relative to conduct of, - 1064
l\Iilitia of, to be caned out for six weeks, - 853, 1581 And Robert R. WaddelJ, petillon of, to Governour
Continental Army in, - - 1135 Trumbull, - 1364
l\Iilitia of, remain in a state of supineness and in- And others, parole o~ - - 1390

fatuation, - 1199 Burlington, a party of the enemy said to be at, - - 1135
l\Iilitia of) who refuse to join the Army, to be dis- The enemy advanced as far as, - 1216

armed,
_

- 1255 Colonel Cadwalader proposes to attack the enemy
Orders of General Washington to Colonels ofl\iili- at, to-morrow morning, - 1230

tia of, - 129.5 Occupied by General Howe to cover the County of
ExtractofaletterfromanofficeroftheArmyin,-1295 Monmouth,- - .. - .. - -1317
Impressment of blankets in, recommended, - - 1310 Letter of Colonel Cadwalader from, - 1447
General Washington recommends that blankets be Burlington County, New-Jersey, Address of Grand

collected in, - - 1361 Jury of, to Judge Tucker, - . 66'4
Buckup, James, prize ship Polly! ~ 1282 Burnap, Abraham, notified to meet in General Assem-
Budd, James, disaffected, examination of, sent to bly, - 666

New-York Committee of Safety, - 275 Burnell, John, appointed Second Lieutenant ofl\'Iary-
Sentprisonerto Exeter,New-Hampshire,- . 469 landshipDefence,. - - - - - 109
Deepest in the schemes of the disaffected, - - 589 Letter from, to Maryland Council of Safety, - - 1271

Budd, Colonel, inhabitants of Westchester Counly Recommended for preferment, - - . - 1375
apply to, for Militia, for their relief, - - 1379 Burnet, William, Chairnian of Essex Committee, New-

Budden, James, leave granted to) to export provisions Jersey, - 629
to Turk's Island, - 1565 Burns, Captain, Return of Company of, .. 505

Payment to, hy Congress, - - 1567 Burns, William, to be confined in Jail, - . 469
Buell, John, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, - - 460 Burr, Lieutenant George, beating orders t01 . J.433
Buell, Lieutenant-Colonel Nathaniel, field officer of Burr, Isaac, chosen Lieutenant of the battery at Gro.

the day at Mount Independence, - 535 ver's Hill Point, - - - w - - 1303
Lieutenant Doty recommended hy, - 703 Burr, Thaddeus, Sheriff of Fairfield County, in Con-

Buford, Abraham, appointed Major of a Virginia Bat- necticut, letter from, read in New-York Conven-
talion, - 695 tioD, 212

Buise, Peter, under sentence of death, reprieved, - 544 Clerk of Fairfield Committee, - 594
Further reprieved, - 545 Letter from, to Governour Trumbull, -1281, 1303

Bulkley, Edward, appointed First Lieutenant, Con- Burrell, Jonathan, recommended for Regimental Pay-
necticut,- - 458 master,- - 1303

Bull, Captain, Return of Company of Light-Horse of, 497 Burrell, Colonel, Lieutenant Doty in Reuiment of, - 703
Bull, Epaphras, CommissaryofPrisonersofWar.Con~ State of Regiment of,

_ . _ b
- . 744

necticut, -
.

455, 937 Reg~ment of, engaged until February, - - 875
Bun, John, member of South-Carolina Assembly, 55 Regiment of, engaged to the 19th of January, - 1174-
Bull, John, member of Pennsylvania Council of Safety, 182 Burroughs, Mr., at anchor off Nantucket, - 491
Bull, Colonel J ohn~ payment to, for arms purchased Burrows, Jeremiah, payment to, for salt, - - 191

from Non-Associators, - 183 BurweH,E.nsign, First Virginia Regiment, sick, - 515
To procure guards for militarystores, - - 187 Burwell, Lieutenant Nathaniel, First Virginia Regi-
Directed to deliver saltpetre and powder to George ment, recommended for preferment, - . - 891

Lask, - 190 Elected Captain of Virginia Artillery, - - 1594-
Ordered to send men to Billingsport, . - 199 Buscart, (or some such hard name,) Colonel of a

Bullard, :Major Seth, letter from, to Massachusetts Regime.nt afTories, - - 841, 1235, 1344, 1347
Council, - .. 1146 Bush, Captam, Sixth Pennsylvania Battalion, appoint-

Buller, Mr., motion by, in House of Commons, for ed to settle prices of goods brought from C,mada, 877
employment of seamen, - - 1016 Bush, Daniel, directions to, to deli~er lead to Nathan-

Bullis, Tbomas, Tory, sent prisoner to Exeter, from iel Sacket, - . - 229
New- York, - 470 Bush; M,ajor, bearer of a letter to Colonel Whiting, - 565

Order of New-Hampshire Committee of Safety for Buskirk s store, effects taken at, - - - - 1279
disposing Df, - - 687 Butler, Captain, Return of Company of Light-Horse of 497

BLInker BiJl, payment for losse5 Elt, - . 397, Butler, Captain, promoted, - - - .. ~ 876
401, 407, 411, 416, 417 Butler, Captain Henry, Maryland, -. - 1307

Bunnell, Nathaniel, appointed Captain, Connecticut, 458 Butler, Colonel, conference of, with Indians, - - 754
BunneH, Titus, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, - 460 Butler, Major, fiE'ld-officer for tbe day at Ticonde-
Bunner, Captain, to appraise clothing at Ticondcro<rfl, 878 raga: - - - - . . - 531,876
Bunshooten, William, recommended for Second Li;u- Butler, RIchard, Maryland, recommended for Quarter-

tenant, - ,- - 768 master, - 1395
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Butler, Samuel Stone, appointed Second Lieutenant,
( Campbell! Colonel Donald, proc:edi:-gs of Court-

Connecticut a 459 Martial on, sent to General tV ashmgton, -
a 607

Butson Georg~ gone to join the Ministerial Arm)', ac- Proceedings of Court-Martial on, referred by Con-
co~nt of th'e effects left by) - 1101 gres~ to General ~ehuyler, - - - 64-11780

Butter, embargo laid on, in Connecticut, - 593 Let~er from, to P~esldent of Congress, - - 1149

Taken in a prize ship,
_ 800, 824 Arrivalof, at Baltimore, . - 1509

Very high ill Maryland, - 1164 AJ]owa~ce of sundry persons to be paId to, - - 1604

Butterfield, Major, Committee to inquire into capitu- Campbell, John, an agent o.f the Q.uartermaster-~en-
lation entered into by, in Canada, - - - 1592 eral, letter from, read III New-York Committee

Butternuts, from America, a few barrels of, would be of Safety, - 324
a curiosity in France, - 1052 Campbell, Lawrence R., prisoner of war, petition of,

Byers, Sergeant John, - 1569 to Massachusetts General Court, - 380
Byng, Mr., speech of, in House of Commons on re- Order for re!ease o~, . - 382

visal of Acts of Parliament, - 101.4 CampbeIJ, Major, (prisoner,) not to be permlLted to
Byrne, Thomas, propo1'!edexchange of, - - - 6~9 pass through the Army, - - 1070
By-Stander, Observations of, 011the Contest with Ame- Exchanged, passes req_uested for, to go from New-

rica - 687 Yorkto Canada, - 1463
Cabot-~ee Jtavy, Continental. Payment of allowance of, . - 1604
Cabot, George, merchant, arrival of, from BiJboa, - 10S8 Campbell, Mr., engaged in erectlOg barracks, - - 524-
Cadets, in Maryland troops, Commissioners at Camp Camp~ell, Peter, memb~r of Cumberland County Corn-

to obtain a list of, - 125 mlttee, - 626
Cadiz, sailing of a fleet from, with land forces on Campbell, Robert, appointed Adjutant to the Eastern-

board, - - - - - - 965,971 ShoreBattalionfor theFlying-Camp, 89
Cadwalader, Colonel John, taken prisoner at Fort Campuell, Samuel, appointed Second Lieutenant,

Washinuton, - - 707 Connecticut, - - 459
Released by General Howe, 755, 787, 793, 840 : Campbell, WiJJiam, recommended as Captain, - - 614
Orders of General Washington to, - 1185 i Campbell, Lord William, - - 619
Posted to guard the passage of the Delaware River, 1201 Canada, retreat of Genera] CarJ~ton ta, .- - 305
Letters from, to General ,"Vashincrton, - -1229, Letter from one of the Committee appointed to col-

°1429,1447, ]460j 1513 leet hard money for the expedition to, - ,t508

Letter from, to Robert Morris, - 1230 Losses sustained by Udney Hay in, - 744
Letter to, from Colonel Wiliiam Grayson, Aid-de- List of officers who served in, - 949

Camp to Generul \Vashington, - 1231 Recovery of, noticed in King's speech at opening
General Washington wishes him to be considered of Parliament, - - 961

a Brigadier, - 1377 Recovery of, alluded to in debate in House of
Letter from, to Pennsylvania Council of Safety, - 1441 Lords, 963,982
Letter to, from Colonel Tilghman, - 1447 Allusion in House of Commons to recovery of! - 983
Made Brigadier by Pennsylvania Council of Safety, 1458 Report in Congress on extraordinary services of
Has despatched a body to pursue the enemy, - 1484 Colonel Brown in, (note,) - - - - 1567
Advance to, by Congress, - .. 1591 Committee to inquire into capitulation entered into

Cadwalader, Colonel Lambert, eight hl]ndred dollars by Major Sherbourne in, - - 1592
advanced to, .. - 1595 Canada Prisoners, at Sandy-Hook, ~ - 203

Cady, Jeremiah, petition of, referred to the Commis- Payment8 to, for their allowance, 1564j 1567, 1569,1593
sioners of the Northern ArmYI - - 1561 Board of War empowered to exchange, - 1600

Caldwell, A., Conductor] appointed Second Lieuten- Canajoharie, General Herkimer at, - - 291
ant, - 875 Canajoharie Castle, consultation of Tories with In-

Caldwell, Rev. James, information from tbe enemy by, 1095 dians at, - - 291
Geneml Heath to appJy to, for information, - 1167

1

'

Candles, payment by Pennsylvania Council of Safety
Letter from, to General Lee, 1189 for, - - - - . - - - 192

Caldwell, John, member of South-Carolina Assembly, 6 Taken on a prize ship, - ~ - ~ - 800
On Committee to arrange elections, 21 Embargo laid on, by Congress, - .. -1480, 1617
On Committee to revise list. of Magistrates, - 26 Candon, agreement of, with Silas Deane to euter the
On Committee to revise Militia lawj 34 Army of the United State8, - 1089, 1090

Caldwell, John, inimical conduct of, - 1503 Cane, Peter, Commodore Hopkins desires him to be
Caldwell, William, payment to, for wood, -

~ 184 sent on board the fleet, - 1162
Calhoon, George, appointed Captain in Eleventh Canfield, John, Adjutant to Major Sheldon's Regiment

Pennsylvania Regiment, - ~ 188 of Light-Horse, - 275, 496, 1172
Payment to, for recruiting service, - 197 Cannon, Committee of Talbot County to deliver four,

Calhoun, James, Judge of Election, Baltimore-Town, 174 to Mr. Con tee, - 117
Chairman of Baltimore Committee, -1179,1238 To be mounted at Philadelphia, - - 187

Calking, Reuben, appointed Second Ljeutenanr~ - 459 Taken from the State-Housel Philadelphia, to the
Call, Obadiah, witness to the bond orRev. Jacob Bailey, 735 Commons to be proved, ~

- 189
Calvert, Cecilius, Virginia no rigbt to the territory Brass, proceedings in Pennsylvania Council of Safety

granted to, by Charles the First, - 134 respecting, 189, 191, 202
Right ()fMaryland to property granted to, by Charles Application to be made to Marine Committee for] - 200

the First, - .. 144 To be mounted at different places on Hudson!!)
Calvert, John, messenger of Privy Councilj South- Ri,'er, .. 283

Carolina, - 29 Furnace at Salisbury employed in castil1g, - 308
Calvert County, Maryland, delegates from, in Conven- Resolution for procuring, for.the ships in Hudson's

tion, 84 River, - 359
Judges of Election for, to introduce the new Gov- Petition for, for privateer Oliver Cromwell, - - :>76

ernment,. . 173 Ordered for brigantine Massachusetts - 377
Cambden, Captain Castle, vessel loaded with lumber, 204 Order for delivering, to Adam HeJme; ~

-
~ 377

Cambridge, Maryland, disorders committed in, - - 697 At Plymouth, Colonel Crafts directed to secure,
_

384
Cf'lmington, Elias, an Examiuer of SLlr~eons] Connec- Petition of Nehemiah Somes for] -

_
386

ticut, '- 455 Delivered to Alexander Shepherd, Jun., 387
Camp, Commissioners to-see .iJrmy. Resolve of Massachusetts relative to casting, - 424
Camp, near New-York and Ticonderoga, Committees Samuel Bird and others supplied with, by Connec-

from 1\Iassachusetts to repair to, - 399 ticut, - 511
Instructions to CommiUeefrom Massachusetts to, 408, 409 Loss of, at Fort Lee,

- ~ 765
Camp, Caleb, Oneof the Assembly of New-Jersey, - 1297 Furnace for casting, proposed to be erected at Shef-
Camp Equipage, provided for Connecticut Militia, - 453 field,

_
80'0Ctimp Kettles, order of Maryland Con,ention for irn- Brass, order of Massachusetts Board of ,"Varto

portation of tin for, - - 116 l\IeS$rs. Penet & Son for, - . 1065
Payment to Jobn Bates fOT, - - 1593 Hugh Orr im'ited to offer proposals for casting,

_
1078

Campaign of 1777, General Howe's plan for, .. 926, 1317 Cast by Samuel Dorsey, Jun., for Maryland Council
Campbell, Alex3.nder, permitted to visit home on of Safety, _

1094parole,.. - 703 Casting of, ought not to be one moment delayed, - 1312

*
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Cannon- ConUnued.
Can be cast at pleasure) - - - . - 1394
Advance to Committee appointed to contract for

casting, 1565, 1600
Resolution of Congress respecting request of Vir-

giniafor, - . - ~ - .. - 1568
To be sent to Gen(':ral Wa$bington from on board a ,

prize ship, .. - - - - - - 1583
Expense of transporting in wheel carriages, (nole,) 1586
Examination to be mad~ of the Salisbury and Mr.

Livingston's Foundries,.. .. ;. .. - 1609
Commitlee for procuring, sundry letters referred to, 1610
Mr. Lewis added to Committee on, .. 1611
Resolution of Congress for procuring, for General

Schnyler, - 1615
Cannon, James, member of Pennsylvania Council of

Safety, - 187
On Committee on refusal of Continental currency, 188

Cannon, Mr., on Committee on general amnesty,
South-Carolina Assembly, 48

On Committee to receive appJication8 for command
of Watch Companies, 76

Cannon, Simeon, petition of, .. .. 419
Cannon Ball, taken on a prize ship, .. 824
Cannon Foundry, Pennsylvania, tubs delivered to

M'jor Loxley for, - 184
Brass, payment by Pennsylvania Council of Safety

for iron hoops for, - ... 189
Payment on account of, Pennsylvania, ..

_
198

Cannon Shot, payment for, by Pennsylvania Council of
8afety, -

_ 198
Canteens, to be provid<ed fOf"Connecticnt MiJitia, .. 453
Cantey, Charles, member ofSouth-CaroJinaAssembJy, 6

On Committee to revise Mi]itia law, 18
On Committee on petition of Edward Fenwick,.. 19
On Committee to arrange elections, 21
On Commiuee on President's Message, 27, 41

Cantine, Matthew, letter tOJ from Robert Boyd, Jun., 603
See Contine, Matthew.

Cantine, Peter, appointed to assist Mr. Avery in pur-
chasing wheat, .. 299, 567

Canvas, deJivered to William Richards, .. 182
Cape Breton, resolution ofCongresl9 re8peeting, .. ]617
Cape Fran~ois, a va]uable cargo gone to Baltimore

from, _
1436

Cape May, armed boat Convention ordered to, 191, 192
Capen, HopestiJl, petition for, and accompanying pa~

pers, 1519-1522
Capers, Mr., on Committee on petition of William

Hart,
On Committee to wait on the President,

Caps, Committee of .Massachusetts to procure ten
thousand, for the Army, .. _

424
Taken on a prize ship,

_

800
Capture Act, allusions to, in House of Lords, - 9641 968
Captures-see Prizes.
Cardes, John, member of South~Carolina Assembly,.. 45
Cardiff, Lord, speech of, in the House of Lords on

the Address tn tho King, - . 966Carey, Colonel, Aid-de-Camp to General Washing-
ton,(note,)- - - - - - - 485Message deJivered by, to General Dickinson, .. 1344

Carey, Colonel, Return of Regiment of, - 499,709,831
Carey, Captain Edward, Gomm-ander of !l British

tr-ansport, commen-da.tjon of', _

537
Carey, Captain John, in want ofa Mate, ~

- 916
Letter from, to Maryhnd Council of Safety, -

_
1135

Carey, J., tried and co.nvicted by a Court-Martial, _
528

Caribs, in St. Villcents, Silas Deane suggests encour-
aging a rewlt among, .. 1051

Carleton, Captain, Third Virginia Regiment, Return
of Company of, _

515
Carleton, Licliten-ant-General Sir Guy, close at Crown-

Point, with his N RVYon his Banks, - .. 290
Only a small part of his Army at Crown-Point, _

294
Retreal of, to Canada, . 305
Plan of) to unite w-ith General Howe at AJbany, _

340
An attack from, not apprehended, _

498
Retreat of, from Crown-Point, _

526
Address of citizens of Quebeckto,

~ 798
Reply of, to citizens of Quebeck, _

799
Commendation o~ by the Duke of Richmond, .. 969
General Washington desires a list of the officers

released on parole by, _
1167

Said to have been ordered to -return to the civil
~overn-ment 6f Qttebeck, -

_
1211

AHusion to order of, respecting flags of truce. _
1266

Pass for Felix Powell, - - - -
_ _

1517

INDEX. 1656

24
48

CarJi$le, Earl of, speech in the House of Lords, on the
Address to the King,

_
963

Carlisle, Pennsylvania, payment for express to, - 194
A MagAzine to be erected at, ~ 1457

CarmicaeJ, Alexander) Chairman of a Committee,
New-Jersey, - - 1297

Carmichael, WiJJiam, Jetter from, to the CommiUee of
Secret Corre~pondenee, - ~ 477

Gone from Amsterdam to Hambllrgh, - - 647
Caroline, ship, condemned by the Court of Admhahy

of Virginia,
_

1093
Caroline County, Maryland, delegates from, in Con-

vention, .. 85, 97
Ejection tu be held in, to fiB a vacancy, 89
Battalion of, to be ca1Jedtogether aBsoon as possi-

hie, _
107

Petition of Sheriff of, - . 109
Committee to inquire into disordersin)..

- 128
Erection of, .. 161
Suspension of taxesfor building a Court-House and

Prison in, _
161

Judges of Election for, to introduce the new GO\'-
ernment, .. 174

Disturbances in, for want of salt, - - 786
Carpenter, Colonel, Return of Regiment of, .. 499
Carpenter, John, taken in arms against the United

States, to be sent to Exeter, _

471
Carpenter, Nehemiah, recommended for Quartermas-

ter, -
_

1319
Carpenter, Wjlliam, petition of, to Maryland Conven..

tion for reprieve, _
117

Carpenters. wanted at FishkiIJ, _
265

Carr, Jame~, Second New-Hampshire Batta]ion, _
646

Carr, Lieutenant-Colonel, British, mortaJly wounded
at LheWhite-Plains,- - 923,937,1056

Carriages, impressment of, authorized by Connecticut
Assemhly, _

453
Removal of, from near the water recommended by

the Committee of Essex County, New-Jersey, ~ 629
Carrington, Edward, elected Lieutenant-Co]onel of

Virginia Artilh~ry, _
1594

Arrival of, at Williamsburgh, .. 1436
Carroll, Charles, Barrister, member of M&ryJand Con-

vention, -
On Committee of Elections,
On Comnlittee to prepare a form of Government, _

Resignation of, as a Delegate in Maryland Conv"Cn-
tion, 95

Treasurer of "Testern-Shore to gi\'-e bond to,
-

_
177

Delegate from Maryland to Continental Congress~ - 179
Lett-er from, to Maryland Council of Safety, -

_
1329

Credentials of, - ]575
Carroll, Charles, of Carrollton, member of Maryland

Con \'entian, 89
On Committee on accounts of Loan Office, - 90
On Committee to prepare a form of Government, - 91
On Committee on r~olution8 of Congress, - 94, 116
On Committee to prepare a scheme for .he emis-

sion of Bills of Credit, _

115
Treasurer of Western.Shore to give bond to, - 177
Leave of absence from Maryland Convention, _

130
Carysfort, British frigate, -

_
922

Carscadden, Thomas, spinning~whee] maker,
-

_
1280

Carson, Samuel, appointed Captain-Lieutenant of an
Artillery Company, -

_
1596

Carter, John, one of the Commissioners for adjusting
the Accounts in the Northern Department, _

353
Carter, Landon, letter from, to GeneraJ Washington,.. 482
Carter, Lieutenant Ebenezer! Co.lonel Graham's Regi-

ment, .. 219
Carter, Nathaniel, letter to, from :Massachusetts Board

of W", -
_

]066
Letter from, to Massachusetts Board of War, _

1305
Carter, Vincent, provision for family of, -

_
208

Cartouch Boxes, payments for,byPennsylvania Coun-
cil of Safety, - IS3, 184, 193, lB9

Delivered to First Battalion of PhiladelphiaMiJitia, 189
Impressment of, recommended in PennsyJvania, _

195
Cartridge Paper, payment for, by Penm;yIvaniaCoun..

cil of SafeLy, - 186, 191, 194, 198
Cartridges, Musket, large number to be provided at

Philadelphia, - - 187Payments by Pennsy]vania Council of Safety for, 188, 197
Box of, to be Bentto Fishkill, _

261
Carts, impressment of, authorized in Connecticut, _

453
Caner, John, Master of pri\'ateer True-Blue;

-
__

416
Caner, Samuel, appointed Firs. Lieutenant, Connec-

ticut, _
458

83
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Cary, Arch., Speaker of the Senate of VirginiaJ ~ 1287 Chamberlaine, James Lloyd, member of Maryland
Casdorp, Captain, payment to, by CongreBs. .. - 1565 Convention, 90
Casdrop, Captain, Bent by Pennsylvania COllncil of On Committee on Rev. John Scott, 91

Safety to Congress for two hundred thousand On Committeeto inquire into progressof Manufae-
dollars, .. .. 1309 tories, 96

Two hundred thousand dollars committed to care Commissioner to repair to camp, .. 121, 673
of, by the President of Congress, - .. - 1438 Treasurer of Eastern-Shore to give bond to,.. .. 177

C8.Bdrop, Mr., employed on a floating-bridge, .. 1199 Leave of absence from Convention, 97, 112
Casey, John, petition of, to President of Congress, .. 1509 Letter from, to Maryland Council of Safety,. .. 1426
Casks, for flour, great seareity of,. .. -

.. 269 Chamberlaine, Mr., arrival of, at Philadelphia, - .. 1053
Casson, Henry, Judge of Election, CaroJine County, Chambers, Colonel, absent, - 921

Maryland, .. 174- Chambers, William, appointed Captain in Colonel Ha-
Casson, Captain Henry] Sen., at ft Court-Martial, - 1069 zen's Regiment, .. 1603
Castle, Captain, of the vessel Cambden, - - 204- Chamier, Mrs., application of, for leave to visit her
Castle-Haven, Maryland, petition from Militia Com- husband, jn General Howe's camp, - .. 161, 514

pany of, - .. 108 Letter of Matthew Tilghman to President of Can.
Petition of Company of, referred to Council of Safety, 110 gress respecting passport for, . - 553

Cattle, necessity of removing from the reach of the Permitted to go to her husband, - - 1597
enemy, .. 80 Champion, Colonel Henry, to make provision for the

Preparations to be made to remove, from Delaware troops to march from Connecticut into Rhode-
River, - 189 Island, - - 1141

Letter of New-York Committee ofSaf€ty to Stephen Provisions to be delivered to, .. 1221
Gilbert respecting, - - - - 342 Champion. Henry, Jun., appointed First Lieutenant,

Embargo laid on, in Connecticut, w 593 Connecticut, - w 458
Letter of Henry Wisner relative to killing a drove I Chancellor, Office of, Maryland, - 145

of, . - 9S2 To keep the Gre.t 8eal, - 169
Estimate of, on east side of river Delaware,

-
w 1034 To hold commission during good behaviour, - - 170

A drove of, sent to Paramus by Captain Hyatt, 1~35, 1236 Appointed by the Governour and Council,. - 171
Catlett,lVCajor, on Committee on petition of John Oath of, - 171

Vauchier, 32 Punishment of, in C1lseof violation of the oatu of
On Committee on petition of John Thompson, 43 office, .. 172
On Committee on petition ofElir;abeth Black, 59 One to be appointed in Mary1and, .. 172
On Committee on President's Message, 66 To attest all commissions -and grant~, except Mili-

Caulfield, Captain, Britireh, in command of the boats at tary and Militia commissions, .. - 172
the landing on Rhode-Island, .. .. 1176 Chancery, Court of, South..Ca-rolina, 74

Cayogoes, friendly to the Americans, - 755 Maryland, Register of, oath of, - 171
Cavendish, Lord John, speech of, in Houae or Com. Maryland,punishment of Register of,in case orvio..

mons, on Address to thE King, .. 984- la1ion of the oath of office, .. 172
Declaration of Lord and General Howe rend in ChalllHer,Abel, New-Hampshire, - .. 1224

House of Commons by, - - 1006 Chand-Ier, John, appointed Lieutenant-Colone], Con-
Motion by, for a revisal of all Acts of Parliament by necticut, .. 458

which his Majesty's subjects in America think Chaplain, Rev. Mr. Lendrum appointed, to Maryland
themselves aggrieved, .. 1007 Convention, - 87

Cavalry, Recruiting Orders toCoJonel Sheldon to raise Rev. Mr. Rodgers, to Miles and Atlee's Battalions, 186
a -Regiment of, .. 1244 Two, to be appointed to Congress, - 1608

Tab~e of Pay of, which General Washington will To Congress, Rev. P. AJlison a.nd Rev. W. White
recommend to Congress, - - 1244 elected, ..

'"
1609

Secret Committee to provide arms and equipage Chapman, Albert, appointed Captain, Connecticut,. 458
for three thousand, .. .. 1593 Chapman, Elijah, Jr., appointed Second Lieutenant,

Committee appointed to report a proper method Cennecticut, .. . 458
for establi~hing! . ]593 ChapmanJ Ensign Joseph, taken prisoner on Long-

CecilCeunty,Maryland,Delegatesfrom,inCooven- Island, - .. .. . .. .. .. - 716
tion, 85 Chapman, Majnr, killed, - - 729

Battalion of, to be called together as Boon as pOBsi.. Chapman, Nathan, chosen Ensign of a Cempanyof
ble, - 107 Connecticut Volunteers, - - 511

Judges of Election for, to intwdllce the new Gov.. Charles the First, Virginia no right to territory granted
ernment, - 173 by, to Cecilius Calvert,.. . w - - 134

Election in, for places for holdjng Courts, - .. 175 Right of Maryland to property under charter from,
MiJitia of, urged to. march immediately for the de- to. Cecilius Calvert, - . 144

fence of Phdadelphia,
_

1602 Char1es City County, Virginia, petition of inhabitants
Cedars, charge against Ge-neral Arnold, for his agreew of, to the Assembly, w 1092

ment at the, - 1159 Charles County, Maryland, delegates from, in Co-n-
Census, recommended by Congress to be taken in all vention, ..

'84
the Colonie!!!, - 9 Suits cantinued in Court of, - .. 135

Center, Lieutenant-Colonel, field..officer of the day Judges af Election for, to introduce the new Gov-
at Mount Independence, - 530,535 emment, - 173

Ceronee, Stephen, payment of an order of, .. 190 Charleston Hill, account of lumber, &c., furnished to
Chadbourn, Benjamin, report by, on a petition from forts at, .. .. 477

the Committee of Deer-Island, .. -
.. . 432 Charlestown, Massachusetts, resolve respecting poor

ChailIe, Peter] member of Maryland Convention, 84 of, - .. - .. - .. ~ .. - 397
Motion by, in Maryland Convention, .. . 135 Charlestown, New.Hampshire, petition of John Grout

Chain, for obstructing Hudson's River, sent down to to Committee of, .. 1455
Fort Montgomery, .. .. 264 Charles-Town, South-Carolina, arrival of a cargo of

Broken by the tide on Hudson's River, not to be salt at, - . .. . - . . - 31
paid for till properly examined, .. 316 Support of poor in, - .. - .. - 28, 34 39

Certificate from General James Clinton relative to, 371 Petition for establishment of Watch Companies in,
,

46
Order for,payment for, .. 372 Plan of General Howe for defence of, - 50
Broke tWice, .. 752 Report on condition of Jail in, 56
Certificate respecting, . 1140 Petition from prisoners in Jail at,. 57

Chalmer, Mr., Lieutenant's commission given to, by Establishment of Watch Companies in, - .. 60,
Massachusetts, - ]502 62 66 72 73 75

Chamherlaiu, Lieutenant Amos, . 222 Captains of Watch Companies of, "" 76
Recom~ended fo! Lieutenant, . 941, 947 Pay of Barrackmaster of, .. 77

Chamberlam; Captam Colbee, . 219 I Assessment upon inhabitants of, for repairing roads, 77
Chamberlaine, Eliphalet, appointed First Lieutenant,

I

Report of Committee to examine Jail at, - - 82
Connee-ticut, - - . .. - - . 458 Repor.t that an expedition is gone or will soon go

Chamberlain" Ephraim, appointed -First Lieutenant, agalllst, - .. 1419Connecticut,.. - .. .. - - - 458 Two pilot-boats necessary at,
_

1535
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Charlotte County, New-York, order for a payment to, 249 Chesapeake Bay, proposition to fit out a Tory pri,a~
Committee authorized to caU out Militia of,.. a 260 teer to cruise in, 99
Report on musterafoJl of Rangers raised int. - 262 Chest~r, Colonel Atlee's Batta]ion at, . 197
Six hundred pounds advanced to, for payofRanger8, 266 ArrIval of a sloop at, wit,h arms and blankets, _

1310
Pay-roUs of, presented to Committee of Safety, - 329 Chester, Orange County, New-York, the Militia of
Report on pay and subsistence rolls of Rangers of, 343 Genera] George Clinton's Brigade to assemble at, 1157
Committee to ascertain temper of the inhabitants of, 373 Chester, Colonel, Return of Regiment of, 499,709,831, 1401

Charlotte transport, sloop, parole violated by master o~ 273 Sick in Regiment ofJ recommended for discharge, - 939
Charlton, Worcester CountYJ Massachusetts, petition IntelJigence of the action at Trenton carried to

of Committee of, . 536 Peekskill by, . _
1491

Charter of Rights-see Declaration of Rights. Chester, John, appointed Colonel, Connecticut, - 458
Chase, David, petition of, - - - - - 419 Chester, Simeon, member of Cumberland County
Chase, Jeremiah TownleYJ member of Maryland Con- Committee, _

626
vention, . 83 Chester, Captain Thomas, arrival o~ at New-London,

On Committee on Rev. John Scott, 91 from DemararaJ _
1196

On Committee on Non-Association, - 107 Chester County, Pennsylvania, blankets and woolens
On Committee to prepare Instructions for Recruiting purchased in, -

_
188Sergeants, - - - - - 135 Paymentofexpressto, 181,192,193

On Committee on Potomack Ferry, . 140 Proportion of salt allowed to, _
195

On Committee on Memorial of Captain William Payment for arms collected in, _
198

StoneJ - 175 l\foney distributed among needy families of Associ~
Motions by, in Maryland Convention, - 113, 156 ators of, -

_
202

Chase, JohnJ parole or, - - . - - - 1143 Meeting of inhabitants of, -
_

463
ChaseJ Colonel Jonathan, letter to, from General Gates, 623 Committee, proceedings of, . _

778
Chase, Samuel, member of Maryland Convention, - 83 l\filitia of, to be called out for six weeks, - 853, 1581

On Committee of Elections, 83 ChevauxMde-frise, Delaware River, all vesseJs passing
On Committee to prepare a form of Government, ~ 91 t~rough, to be examined) - - -

_ _
184

On Committeeon Rev. John Scott, 91 Sunk by accident, _
186

Resignation of, as a Delegate in Maryland Conven- No sea vessel to be suffered to pass throughJ . _
189

tion, 95 Payments for work on, 189, 190, 192
Delegate in Maryland Convention, . 107 No vessels suffered to pass through, . 202
On Committee to prepare a scheme for the emission Chevaux~de.frise, in Hudson's River, passage of

of Bill, of Cred;', - 11.5 Br;,i,h ,hips through, - .- -
_

237,556
On Committee on resolutions of Congress! - - 116' Chew. Captain Richardl petition of a majority of his
Motions hy, in Maryland Convention, 86J 88, Company againstJ - - - -

_ _
118

89, 90, 109, 115, 116, 135, 139, Chew, Samuel, Judge of ElectionJ 81. Mary's County,
155, 157, 158, 159, 160, 163, 164 Maryland, - - . . -

_ _
173

Delegate to Continental Congress, - - .. 179 Cheyney, Richard, meeting of inhabitants of Chester
Letters from, to Maryland Council of Safety, - 762, County at house ofJ~ . 463

787,809, 819, 853, 916, 1395 Chiffele, J\ir., on Committee to receive applications
On Committee from Congress for reinforcing Gen- for command of brig Comet, _ _ _

.
eral Washington, ~ - -

. 828,838J 1580 On Committee to wait on the President,
Letter from, to Captain Nicholson, ~ 1165 On Committee to wait on Legislative Council,
Letter to, from Amos TaylorJ - 1214 Child, Cromel, member of the Council of War of
Letter from~to General Sullivan, . - 1395 Rhode-lslandJ ~ _

1208
Credentials o~ .. 1575 Child, George, petition of, to Massachusett~ Couri, _

418
On Committee on appeal against a sentence of the ChUd, Jona., Town Clerk of Lyme, in New-Hamp-

Conrt of Admiralty of Pbiladelpbia, - - 1576 shire, _
1225

On Committee on an appeal against a sentence of Child, Josiah, appointed First LieutenantJ Connecti-
the Court of Admiralty of Virginia, - - 1585 cut, _

458
Added to Committee to revi:seresolution:srelative Child, Obadiah, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, ~ 459

to capturesJ - 1586 Child:s, Captain Increase) recommended to Colonel
On Committee on petition of J. SullivanJ - 1592 Duboi3for an appointment] _

1319
Chatterton's Hill, account of skirmish at, . 654 Chi1ton, Lieutenant, resigned) . 876
Chatham, Lord) said to be very near his end,. . 1197 Chincoteague, sloop Independence chased into, by a
Chatham) EastMJerseYJ letters from General McDou- British frigate,

-
.

-
~ _

. ~ 1241
gall at, - - - -. . 1296, 1315 Sloop Independence pu,hed out from, -

_
1331Letter from Colonel MaJcomat, - 1297 Chippewas, at the meeting of Indians at Niagara, _
771

Cheese, embargo laid on, in Connecticut, . - 593 Chiso!me, AJexanderJ Commissioner to purchase salt,
A quantity of, in the hands of Nathan Stedman, South-CarohnaJ

said to be engrossed, - 705 Christeen, General rVashjngton thinks it not a safe
Very bigh ;n Maryland, - 1164 place for 'tores, _

1420
Cheevers, Ezekiel, Commissary of Artillery Stores, Christian, Colonel, despatches fromJ to Governour of

account of ballJ &c.J delivered to, . 213 Virginia, . _
902

New.York Convention requested to assist, in pro- Christian Religion, all persons professing, equally
en-

curing a depository for military stores, 317,768 titled to protectiolJ, in Mary]andJ . __
146

Letter to, from General 1Va.sbingtou, . . 633 Declaration of belief in, a test of office, Maryland)
Letter to, from Genera] Heath, - . 860 146 172
Letter tOJ from Jonathan PoJlardJ - 1279 Christiana Bridge, stores removed fo, from Phi]adel- J

Cheever, Mr'l to give direction~ for casting cannon, - 425 phia, 1180
Chemin, Daniel du, payment to, for allowance due Letler from Captain Cook atJ . 1289

to certain prisoners, - 1567 Christie, First Lieutenant JamesJ appointed Captain 876
Cheney, Andrew Francis) Judge of Election, Somerset Christie, Robert, J

un" letter from, to Maryland Coun~
County, Maryland, . - 174 cil of Safety, - - . -

_ _
1147 1198

CheneYI Edmund, soJdier, discharge of, . - 475 Christman, Ensign Paul, resignation of, accepted by
Cheney, Lieutenant,tried and acquitted by a Court. CongressJ 1564

MartialJ - - 534 Church, Captain, intelligence brought by, 1032CherawHill, proceedings in SouthMCarolinaAssembly Church, Silas, Jun., Ensign, Connecticut, _
1304respecting building stockade fort at, 22J31, 35, 38, 44 Church of EnglandJ property secured to, Maryland, _
146

Fort at, considered unnecessary by the Assembly, 57 In Virginia, Instructions to Representatives of Aceo-
Cheraws, South-Carolina To~ies in Jail at, 67 mack County, respecting, . 1092

Resolutions respecting dIsaffected persons con- Petition of inhabitants of CharJelS City County to
fined at) - 81 Assembly respecting, - . . _ ~ 109:J

Ch~r?kcesl s:ateof affair,:;amoJ?g. - - 649 C~urchill, Sergeant, .witnes~ on trial of Major Austin, 655
:iald to be m favour of the Kmg, - ~ 771 CIlley, Joseph, appolIltedLleutenant-Colonel of First
Treaty concluded with. - 902 New-Hampshire BattalionJ

-
. . 625 646

Hatchet taken up by, - - 1403,1404 ICiJly, Major, field-officer of tbe day for Mount Inde.
)

See Indians. pendenceJ 531, 876

21
21
60
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II Citizen," appointment of a Dictator recommended Clayton, Lieutenant, First Virginia Regiment, absent
to Pennsylvania Assembly by, . . 1107 with leave, - 516

Civil power, military subordinate to, in Maryland, - 145 Clearance, of vessels from Sinnepuxen Inlet and Po-
Civil Usage, Captain Geddens] prize taken by, - - 800 comoke River, - 135
Clagham, EJeazur, appointed First Lieutemwt, COli- Cleaveland, Elisha, member of a Committee, Grafton

necticut, - 458 County, New-Hampshire, - . - - 1227
Claiborne, Buller, elected Captain of Virginia Arti!- CleaveJand, Parker, payment tOJ for services as Sur-

lery, - 1594 geon - - - - - - - - 400
Claims, Committee on, in Maryland Convention, 89 Cleave-land, Sam., Brigadier-General Royal Artillery, 1059

Instructions of Maryland Convention, to Committee Olemmens, Francis, a prisoner, desertion of, - - 274
on, 90 Clerke, Sir Francis, Aid-de-Camp to General Bur-

Report of Committee to examine, - - 181 goyne, arrived in England, - - - - 1134
Clajon, William, French Secretary and Interpreter to CleveJand, Lieutenant, taken prisoner, - 729

the Northern Department, - 745 Clift, Lemuel, appointed Ensign, Connecticut,.. - 460
Secretary to General Gates, - 771 Clift, Waterman, appointed Major, Connecticut, - 458
Letter from, to General Gates, - 1202 Clift, Wells, appointed Captain, Connecticut, - - 458

Clap, Major, member of a Court-MartjaJ,
- - 520 Clinton, Colonel, list of officers of Regiment o~ who

Clapp, Captain, witness before a Court of Inquiry, - 1491 served in Canada, - - 949
Clapsaddle, Captain, Return of Company of, - - 663 Clinton, Ljeutenant-General Sir Henry-
Clarendon, ship, taken by the Cabot, . 637 In command of a naval enterprise from New-York, 840

An exchange of prisoners taken on, to be nego- At the battle of White-Plains, - 923
tiated, - 1208 Commendation of, - 925

Clarke, Abraham, Delegate in Congress from New- Ordered to take possession of Rhode-Island, - 926
Jersey, Credentials.of, - 1597 Allusion to, in House of Com mODS, - 996

On Committee to inquire into state of prisoners, - 1602 Sailed on an expedition to Rhode-Island, -1028, 1070
On Committee on obtaining Foreign assistance, - 1610 Letter from, to Lord George Germain, - - 1145

Clark, Captain Benjamin, notified to meet in Connee- Clinton, Brigadier-General George-
ticut Assembly, - 666 Letter from, read in New- Yark Commiuee of Safety, 317

Clark, Captain, complaint of officers and privates of Survey of Hudson's River made by, 329, 332
. Comp:wy of Guards of,

-
. 214 Report of conference of Robert R. Livingston with, 337

Clark, Captain, CoJonel PawJjng's Regiment, Return Letter from, to New-York Convention, - - 348
of Company of, - 505 Memorandum of articles wanted by, for obstructing

Clark, Elihu, Inspector of Fire.arms, Connecticut I - 454 Hudson's River, - 355
Clark, Fosdick, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, - 460 Committee to act with, in calling out the Militia, 362, 363
Clarke, J., translation of a letter of Major Malmedy by, 1517 Proceedings of Committee appointed to act with, - 365
Clark, James, appointed Captain, Connecticut, - 458 Further resolutions relative to Militia under, - 369
Clark, Jeremiah! appointed agent for collecting boats, Committee to furnish, with ammunition, &0., - 370

&c., 339, 341 Letter to, from New-York Convention, - 371
Directions for, ~ 358 Letter from Committee to concert measures with, to
Letter to, from New-York Committee of Safety, - 1031 General Gates, - 373
Letter from, to New-York Committee of Safety, - 1086 Present in New-York Committee of Safety, - - 374

Clark, John, an Examiner of Surgeons, Connecticut, 455 Return of Brigade of, - 499,621,781,833
Clark, John, New-Hampshire, - ~ - - - 1227 At a Council of War, - 663,751,842
Clark, Lieutenant John, petition of, to the General Return of killed, taken, and missing in Brigade of, 721

Court of Massachusetts, - - 375 Brigade of, on the heights above Peekskill Land-
Clark, Lewis, requested to purchase wood for the ing, - 751

Army, - 208 Examination of several prisoners by, - - 823
Clarke, Major, commands a party opposite the ships, Confident that Hudson River may be ob8tructed by

in Hudson River, - 523 sinking blocks, . 859
Stationed at Dobbs's Ferry: - - 556 Detached with two of his strongest Regiments, to
Ordered to join his Regiment, - 858 push the obstructions of Hudson's River, - - 1040
On his way to join (jeneral Washington, - 931 General Schuyler pleased that he is engaged in ob-
Report by, that General Lee is at the heels of the structing Hudson River, - - 1101

enemy, - - 1108 Pushing the obstructions in the North River, - 1124
Letter from, to General 'Washington, - - 1070 Proceedings of Committee appointed to cooperate

Clark, Mr., money sent to Committee of Bennington with, . 1126
under care of, - - 525 On Secret Committee, - 1301

Clark, Peter, Commander of Marines, - 398 Five Regiments of Brigade of, to be paid off at
Clarl{, Reuben, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, - 460 Peekskill, - 1431
Clarke, Captain Sherman, intelligence brought by, Letters from: to-

from the West-Indies, - 512 John McKesson,
Clark, William, appointed Second Lieutenant, Con- Wmiam Duer, -

necticut, - - 459 Robert Yates, .
Clark, Captain William, New-York! payment of Com. New-York Convention,

pany of, - - 281 General Heath,
Clarkson, Basil, deposition against, - 91 New~York CommiUee of Arrangement,

Petition of, to be released from Jail, - 125 Colonel Allison,
Petition o( referred to Council of Safety, . 126 Letters to, from-

Clarkson, Livinus, letter to, from Marine Committee, 739 General Heath,
Claverack, Militia, detachment of Colonel Van Ness's Committee at New-Windsor, -

Regiment of, - - - - 292 John Haring, -
Letter of Robert Yates from, - 1421 John Cae and others,

Clay, James, Chairman of Committee of Safety for New-York Committee of Safety,
Cumberland and Gloucester Counties, New-York, 222, Major Johnson,

536, 940 Colonel Hathorn,
Letter from, to Sub-Committee of Town of Putney, 941 Clinton, Brigadier-General James-
Letter to, from Hertford Committee, - 941 Letter from, read in New-York Convention, - 221
Statement of, respecting Major Hoisington's Ran- Order to, to pay Captain Robert Johnson, - 236

gel's, - - - . - - . - 941 Letters from, read jn Committee of Safety, - 240,352
Statement of, respecting proposed boundaries for a Commanding the fortresses in the Highlands, a

new State, - 945 Resolution of New-York Committee of Safety
Letter from, to Cumberland Delegates in New~ York sent to, .

_
245

Convention, - 1042 Requested to spare as many coopers as he can
C1ay, 8lator, Clerk of the Council of Delaware, ~ 1596 from his garrison, - - 270
Claypolc: James, summoned as a witness in the case Empowered to mount cannon at different places

of William Siuby, - - - - - - 125 in Hudson's River, -
_

283
Examination of, on the case of William SJuby, . 130 fJudson's River to be obstructed agreeably to the
Letter from, to Maryland Council of Safety, - - 1239 ! plan recommended by,

_
324

- 487
- 683
- 767

- 860, 1261, 1347, 1378, 1450

-1040, 1085

- 1219

- 1262

- 682

- 1110
1123
1123

-1157, 1300, 1349

- 1378
- 1379
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Clinton, Brigadier-GeneralJarnes-CQntinuerl. C]othing- Continued.
Certificate from, relative to chain broken in Hud.. Letter fromGeneralWashingt~Dto New-Yark Con-

son's River, .. 371, 1140 vention respecting, .. .. 1264
Return of Brigade of, .. .. 499, 833 Taken in prizes, .. ..1266, 1371
Present at a Council of War, & 663,751 Further application of New-York Convention to
Number of musket cartridges and llintsdelivered to, 679 Congress on the subject of, .. -1350,1466,1494
Letter to, from General Heath, .. 752 Letter from New-York Convention to General
Return by, of men at Forts Montgomery and Con- Mifflin respecting, -

.. 13.51
stitution.. .. .. -

.. .. .. .. 823 Leuer from New-York Convention to Delegates in
Letter fro~, read in New-York Committee of Ar~ Congress respecting, .. 1351

rangement, ..
~ ~ .. .. - .. 957,958 Old, thanks of General Washington for, ~ 1361

Will command at PeekskiH in the absence of Gen- Discontent among Massachusetts Militia for want
eral Heath and General Spencer, - 1154 o[ - - 1367

One Regiment of, to be paid oft"at Peekskill, .. 1431 Rapid increase of manufacture of, ~ .. .. 1386
Letters from, to- Arrival of the Alfred's prize with, at Bedford, .. 1392

New-York Convention, - 203,1039, 1102, 1366

1

Forwarded from Boston to the Army, - - 1392
General Heath, - - 897, 1039, 1074 Retnrn of, ,ent hy Peter T. Cnrtenius to Esopus, - 1409
Pierre Van Cort1andt, - 1169 Prisoners at Danbury in want of, ~ .. 1410
Colone] Dubois, - 1319 Arrival of, in a Continental brig from St. Frangois, 1436
New-York Committee of Arrangement, .. 1494 Committees in Massachusetts have procured wl1at

Clirtlop, sloop, to be used for obstructing the naviga~ they could, .. 1501
tion of Hudson River, - 204 Genera1 Lincoln to furnish an escort for, .. 1518

Clb8e, Abraham, gone to join the Ministerial Army, General Schuyler allowed tQ give, to the Indians,

aCcount of the effects left by, .. ~ 1101 such as can be spared, - 1663
Close, Be[]jamin, gone to join the Ministerial Army, Secret Committee to send trusty persons to Eastern

account of the effects left hy, - - 1100 States for, - 1595
Clossen, Timothy, prisoner at Exeter, ha!3 leave to Resolution of Congress for obtaining, . ~ 1619

return to New-York, - 1454 Cloths)embar~o laid 00, in Connecticut, ~ 593
Clothing, Congress recommend to the Colonies to CJottz, Colone], Return of Regiment of, 663) 1035, 1401

ptovide, for the Army, -
~ Clouston, John) Captain of armed sloop Freedom, - 378

Want of, in the Southern Army, 13 Clowse, William, petition of, to Continental Congcess, 1509
Order of Maryland Convention for the importation 52 Clymer, George, on Committee of Congress, letter to,

of woolens and linens for, .. 116 from General Gates, - 592
German HatLaHon to be supplied with, .. .. 208 Instructions to, proposed at a meeting of citizens
Two members added to the Committee of New- of Philadelpbia, - 598

York Convention for procuring, - 213 Expected at AJbany, - . .. .. .. ~ 605
Appropriation by New..York Convention for pur~ On Committee froID Congress for reinfordng Gen-

chase o~ ~ - 218 eral W a~hington, - 828, 837, 1580
Report of Committee in New.York Committee of On ~mmittee to transact Continental business at

Safety on, 230,233 Pbiladelphia, - - 1369, 1608
Letter from the Committee of Continental CQDgress On Commiuee on Report from Commilte~ to the

to purchase, to New-York Convention, .. 248 Northern Army, .. 1584
Advances by New~YO-rkt for purchase of, 255,279 See Stockton, Richard.
For New~York troops. Paul Schenck appointed to Coa], payment by Pennsylvania Council of Safety for, 202

purchase, - 264 Coal, Captain, member of a Court-Martial, ~ 488, 496
Troops in need of, ~ 282 Coal, Lieutenant, on comma.ndat King's Bridge, - 503
Four hundred pounds paid on aCCQunt of, by New- Coates, Dr. John, appointed Captain in Eleventh

York, - 347 Pennsyh'ania Regiment, .. .. 188
R'eso}ve of Massachusetts fen supp]ying Continental Cobb, Benjamin, and others, petitjon of, to Massachu-

Armywith, - 424 settsGeneralCourt, ~ 387
Math€w Irwin prop-oses to supp]~', to tbe Northern Cochrnn, Captain, recommendation for payment of

Army, - 492 Company of, - - 197
Appropriation by Conne~ticut of one thousand Cochran) Dr., to be near General Wasl1ington in case

pounds for purchase of, .. .. 551 of extraordinary accidents, .. - .. .. 1119
For the Delaware Battalion, .. 746 Cochran, Captain Robert, sent from South~Carolina
High prices of, in A]bany County) - 796 to Massachusetts to procure seamen, ~ 1504
Invoice of, on a prize ship, .. - 799 Cochran, Major Robert, of Tryon County, New~York, 295
At Tkonderoga, to be appraised and delivered to Captain Allen in command at Fort Dayton during

George Mea&am, .. 878 absence of, .. .. ~ .. .. ~ - 577
General Washington approves General Lee's appli.. Recommends Captain Eisenlord, - - 814

cation to the Eastern States for, ~ 904 Recommended by Major Fonda, - - 814
Governour Trumbull will forward all that can be Cockey,Edward, Judge of Election, Baltimore Coun~

obtained, . 938 ty, Marylaud, - - 173
To be given to those soldiers who most need it, as Appointed Colonel of Maryland Militia, - 123

fast as it arrives at Camp,.. .. 1026 Application for commissions for officers of Battalion
Sufferings in Northern Army for want of, - 1031 of, - - 1033, 1238
At Boston in a prize sbip, General Schuyler recorn- Cockey, John, to sign Continental BilIs of Credit, .. 1613

mends that the whole be purchased for the Army, 1062 Cocksackie, New~York,wood to be purchased at, for
M'assachusetts Assembly making exertions to get, the Army, .. 208

for the Array, .. .. 1132 Codain, Captain Peter, First Maryland Battalion, - 823
Large quantities o~ taken from the enemy and car- Cadman, John, Jun., and others, petition of, to Mas-

ried into Massachusetts and Rhode-Island, .. 1142 sachusetts Council, - - 403
Garrison at Fort Montgomery camrot do duty with- Cod ray, James, appolntedma6ter of Maryland ship

out a supply of, - 1170 Defence, - - 109
Renewed application ofNew~York to Congress for, 1172 Coe, Captain Benjamin, twenty Pounds advanced to, 234
Ship with ten thou!Sand suits o~ taken prize, .. 1183 Cae, Danie], Chairman, letter to) from GeneraJ SuJJi-
The quantity taken into Mas~mchu8ettsnot so 1arge van, .. 1095

as the papers represent, ~ - 1210 Letter from, to New-York Committee of Safety, .. 1095
Can be bought in New~Hampshire, ~ 1223 Coej Enoch, allowance to, for expense of his sickness, 441
A quantity of, provided by Pennsylvania, .. 1229 Coe, Isaac, appointed Fin;t Lieutenant in Colonel
Men suffering at Ticonderoga for want of,. - 1237 Nichol's Re~jment, -

_
266

Letter from George Measam, Commi8sary of, for Cae, John, ll}}p.ointed Second Lieutenant in Colonel
the Northern Army, ~ - 1238 NichoJ's Regiment, -

_
266

Necessi~y of procuring, urged on Congress by Coe, J obn, Deputy Chairman of the Committee on the
Wa:shmgton, ~ - 1242 south side of the mountains in Orange County,

Contributed to the Army, - - . -1245,1272 New-York, - - - - - - _
269

None has been sent to Albany for the New-York And others, Jetter froml to General George Clinton, 1123
Recruits, ~ .. 1249 Letter from, to New~York Co.mmitteeof Safety, .. 1248



1665

Coffee, publick sale of, at Jamestown, Virgioia, . 459
Coffin, Thomas, and other!:, prisoners on a prison Bhip,

letter from~ to Covemanr Trumbull, .. .. 1139
CO(J'(I's\Vcll.Captain, member of a Court-Martial, 488, 496
Cog~\'r'eJlJ James, an Examiner of Surgeons, Coonce.

tieut, . .. .. -
. .. ~ .. 455

Cogs:f.el~1 Col~IIel ~ona.: Jun~1 Ret..urn o_fRe~im~;~
499

Co it, Benjamin, copy of certain resolves of Connecti- '
cut Council of Safety delivered to, .. .. 704

Coit, Colonel, Colonel Livingston desires return of the
arms loaned to Regiment of, .. 1144

Coit, Sergeant Roger, prisoner, John Rapalje to SLlp-
ply, with cash,.. .. 704

Coit, Captain WilJiam, advance to, on account of ship
Oliver Cromwell, .. 703

Letter of credit to be drawn in favour of, .. 1221
Colbert, Nicholas, sentenced by a Court-Martial, - 876
Colbrath, Lieutenant Henry, to recruit for Colonel

Gansevoort's Battalion, - 1062
Colcock, John, Secretary of Privy Council, 80uth-

Carolina, 29
Colcord,~ Ensign, appointed Second Lieutenant, - 876
Cole, Marcus, appointed First Lieutenant, Connecti-

cut, - 458
Cole, Nathan, petition of, ~ 419
Cole, Lieutenant Samuel, commissioned below his

ranl{, - 1450
Colton, Edward, petition ofj - - 419
Cole be, Joseph, Chairman of Committee of Deer-

Islaod, . . 429
Leuer to, from John Avery, - 431
Report on the petition of, - .. 433
Petition of, - 434

Coleman, John, and othersj letter from, to General
George Clinton, - - 1123

Calhoun, James, to sign Continental Bills of Creditj 1613
College, at Providencej Militia quartered in, . 1196

At Princeton, Rittenhouse's orrery destroyed at, by
the enemYj - 1509

At Dartmouth, Address to the People ofNew-Hamp-
shire, supposed to have been fabricated at, - 1223

Calles, Christian, petition of, for aid to enable him to
~et up his Wire Works, - - 259

Collis, Christopher, proposal to advance thirty pounds
to, negatived, - ~ 284

Collier, Sir George, Commander of the Rainhow man-
of-war - . 440

Collier: Li:utenant, Britishj wounded, M 1057
CQllings, Robert, commission for letter of marque

grouted to, - 168
Collins, Danielj appointed Second Lieutenant, Con-

necticut, - 459
Collinsj John, member of South-C<lro1ina AssembJy, 2

On Committee on memorial of Mr. Pearis,
- 4

Colours, application to New~ York Convention for,
_

936
Colson, John, an absconding Tory,

_
402

Colton, Edward, petition of, -
_

419
Columbus-see NavYj CQntinental.
Combe, George, directjons for settlement of accounts

uf, . - 214
Comet, South-Carolina brigantine, James Dogharty

elected Captain of, ~ - - - - - 27
Lieutenant Dogharty declines accepting the com-

mand of, 41
Captain recommended for, by Navy-Board,

- 54
Edward Allen, appointed Captain of, - 57
Instructions to Captain of, - - 1534

Comly, Jacob, payments to, for hauJing timber and
cannon, -

_
189

Commerce, Treaty of, to be proposed to France, - 1618
Commissaries. appointed by Massachuseus, - 420

Establishment for, Massachusetts, - 441
Interests of the United States injured by competition

among, . . 1106
Commissary~GeneraJ, to make weekly returns, - 1576
Commission, of CoJonel Wiebert, - - 1180
Commissions, Military and Militia, MaryJandj not to

have the seal of the State annexed, -
_

172
Commissioners, for Washington County, Maryland, - 103

For Montgomery County, Maryland, -
_

104
Of Maryland, to repair to the camps in the Jerseys

oodNew-York, - - - . . . 121
Distribution of Companies for FJying-Camp left to

discretion of,. - - .
- -

_
123

To furnish a list of Cadets, -
_

125
Letter from, to l\faryland Convention, ~

_
673

Letter to, from President of Congress, . _
673
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Commissioners to America, (Lord and Genera1 Howe,)
allusions to, jn Parliament, ~ 460, 963, 969, 980

Commissioners to the Army-sel.llrmy.
Common.Jaw, of England, inhabitants of Maryland

entitled to, - 144-
Commons, Philadelphia, cannon proved at the, . 189
Communication, Committee to devise plan o~ between

New-York and Southern States, - 217
Between New-York and the Southern States, re-

port of Committee on, ~ 227
Comstock, First Lieutenant John, missing, M 723
Conanicut Island, Sir Henry Clinton intends to occupy, 1145
Concord, petition of the Selectmen o( - - ~ 373

Release of Lawrence R. CampbeJl from jail of, ~ 382
Condit, Silas, one of the Council ofNew~Jersey, - 1297
Candy, James, and others, petition of, to Massachu.

settsGeneralCourt, - - - - - 387
Cone, William, appointed Captain, Connecticut, - 862
Confederation, Maryland delegates in Congress au.

thorized to concur in forming, ~ - 179
Conference, of a Committee of Pennsylvania Council

of Safety with Cannon Committee of Congressj - 191
Of a Committee of Congress with members of Penn-

sylvaniaAssembly,- ~ - - - - 195
Confiscation,of the estate of Isaac Atkinson, Mary-

land,
Congress, Continental-

Letters from South-Carolina delegates in, to the
President of South-Carolina, -

9, 16
Resolutions of, communicated to South-Carolina

Assembly, .9,53
South-Carolina Assembly request to be furnished

'Yith journals of, - - - - - - 22
Proceedings in South~Caro]ina AssembJy on reso-

lutions of, 66, 67
Resolutions o~ to be of full force in South-Carolina. 74
Application of Maryland to, for ten thousand pounds, 90
Resolutions of, laid before Maryland Convcntion, 94,

I07, 116, 175
Deputies from Maryland immediately to repair to, 109
Report on resolutions of, in Maryland Comention,

113, 119
Motion that no one, except a delegate in Conven-

tion be elected a member ofj from Maryland,
ne{rativeu - - - - 118

Pay ~f Mar;Jand members in, . 118
Action in Maryland Convention on resolLitions of,

120, 177, 180
Delegates to, from Maryland, mode of choosing, - 168
Delegates to, from Maryland, - - - - 179
Forty thousand dollars granted bYj to Pennsylvania, 191
Loan by, to Pennsylvania, - 194
Interview of a Committee of, with members of

Pennsylvania Assembly, - - 195
Recommendation to Committee of, to pay Captain

Cochran's Company, - 197
Thirty-five thousand dollars from, to Pennsyh'ania

Couneil of Safety, . . 19B
Letters from New-York delegates at, to the Con-

veotiou, -
. 208, 216, 366, 1069

Resolutions of, laid before New-York Convention, 208,
210, 211, 247, 248, 367

Advance by, to New-York, - - 209
Letter from New-York Convention to delegate's in,

217, 1351
Letter from New-York delegates in, read in New.

York Committee of Safety, . 244
Letter from Clothing Committee of, to New-York

Convention, - 248
Another delegate from New-York to, requested, - 286
Reported to have removed to Lancaster, - 363
Report of removal of, to Lancaster, contradicted, - 367
General Morris directed to take his seat in, - - 370
Philip Livingston permitted to return from, - - 370
Application of Massachusetts to, for one hundreJ

thousand Pounds, .- - 385
Three deleo:rates to attend, from Connecticut, - 451
Affidavit otisaac I. Sebring, respecting a paper re-

tlecting'on, - 497
Letterof introduction to, for two French officers, 510
Resolutions of, published in general orders, at

Ticonderoga, - - 531
Letter from General Gates to a Committee of, - 592
Resolves of, respecting raising the new Army, 709, 712
Letter to, from Pennsylvania Council of Safety, . 777
Resolutions of Committee from, for reinforcing Gen-

eral1Va:,;hinlJ'ton- - ~ . - - 828
LetterfromCo~nmitteeof,to GeorgeRead, - - 837
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Congress, Continental-Continued. Connecticut Assembly-
ResoJutions ofj transmitted by General Lee to Go\'- To meet at New.Haven in a few days, . .. 241

ernour Cooke, .. 848 Acts and Rp.so)utions of, .. 447
Allusions tat in debate In House of Lords, .. 963 Letter to, from Eliphalet Dyer, .. 475
Notice in House of Commons of tyranny of, .. 1011 Notification of meeting of, .. - 666
Remarks of a British officer on, - - 1037 Letters to, from President of Congress, .. 697,777,1416
Resolves of, forwarded by General Schuyler to the Resolution of, appointing a Committee to go to

Eastern States, - 1063 Providence, - .. - 1389
Letter from General Lee to a Committee of,.. .. 1121 Connecticut Council of Safety, proceedings of, .. 511)
Address of, to the People of the United States, - 1149 550, 593, 665,703,799, 862,899,907,
Removal of, cannot fail of giving a most general 1077,1102,1112,1141,1161,1175,1192,

alarm, - 1174 ]207, 1221, 1321, 1421, 1433, 1500
Removal of, has left Robert Morris much business, 1199 Memorial of Ralph Isaacs to, - 1113
Committee at Baltimore preparing Court-House for, ]213 Connecticut ship, Oliver Cromwell-see Olit'er Crom-
Adjourned to Balrimore, - - 1216, 1217, 1334 well.
Removal of, is an invit:J.tion to the enemy, - - 1230 Conner, Lieutenant-Colonel Hugh, field-officer of the
Sudden removal of, a matter ofmLlch speculation, - 1~,40 day at Mount Independence, - - 530
Mismanagement of the business of, - - - 1241 Conner, Owen, permitted to visit home on parole, - 703
Embargo recommended to, by Virginia, - 1271 Connelly, Mrs., payment to, for allowance, - 186
Blamed by the Whigs and ridiculed by the Tories for Conolly, Dr. John, intended escape of, made known

leaving Philadelphia so suddenly, - 1308 hy his wife, - 777
l\iIustdispute Jess and do more, . - 1308 Petition of, referred to a Committee, . - 1563
Should lodge Executive powers in other hands, . 1336 Letter from, read in Congress, - 1592
Their maxims of war have been founded in folly, - 1343 To be sent under guard to Baltimore, . - 1600
Obstinate partiality of, to the habits of one part of Connor, Lieutenant, (British,) at Fort Cumberland,

the Continent, - - - . - - . 1373 Nova-Scotia, - - 909
The business of; must be placed in other hands, . 1395 Co'nspiracies, Committee for Inquiring into and De-
Nerves of same of the members affected by the ap. tecting, in New York-

proach of the enemy, . 1397 l\femorial from Tryon County referred to, . 229
In immediate want of a fast sailing vessel, - 1416 Letter from General Scott referred to, - - 230
Reasons for removal of, too long for a letter, - - 14]7 Letter of General Scott aud prisoners referred to, - 233
Application for an increase of pay of Rhode-Island All the Rangers of Ulster County subject to the

delegates iD~ - . 1418 directionof,.. - .. ... . . 238,257
Removed on account of the near approach of the Letter from Westchester County referred to, - - 242

enemy and the slowness of the MiJitia, - 14]8 Certificate in favour of William Warne referred
Remarks in London on a di,'ision inJ and revolt of to, - - 242

several of its principal members, - 1424 Is. Ketchum ]eft to di8position o~ - 243
James GaHoway and Andrew Allen, late members Colonel Pierre Van Cortlandt added to, - 249

of, gone to tbe enemy, .. 1434 Troops subject to, - 251
The vis inerti1E of, has almost ruined the country, - 1488 Jacob Deane to be apprehended by, . 258
Letter from a Committee of: to l\'Iassachusetts Colonel Renselaer to receive orders from!

_
260

CouncilJ .. - 1505 }"'ivehundred pounds advanced to, .. 265
Proceedings of, - - - .. - - 1557-1620 LetterfromColonelHashroeckreferredto," - 265
(See Hancock, Jolm-MenlQrial8-Pet~'tion8.) Letter from Kerr and others referred to, . 265

Congr~ss, Pennsylvania armed boat, payment for re- Letter from Chairman of We8tchestel' Committee
pairing arms for, - - . - . . 189 referred to, - 265

COllO'ress, ship-see .Navy, Continental. Depositions of Isaac Peabody and Samne] Allen
Confngham &.Nesbitt, sail duck to be delivered to, - 184 referred to,

_

267
Payment to~ for indigo, - 193 Authorized to dispose of Alexander Stewart as R

Conkling, Captain, sick, absent, . . . - 505 prisoner of war,
_

267
Conn. Hugh, discharged from service on procuring a Have not time to take into consideration the depo-

substitute, . 128 sitions of Isaac Peabody and Samuel Alieni
_

267
Connecticut, quota assigned to, for the new Army, - 210 Petition of William )Valkins and others referred

Militia of, requested to be held in readineas to assist to, - . 269
New-York in case of an insurrection, - 239 DepositionagainstJohn Lariereferredto,. - 269

List to be made of accounts due by New-York to Letter of Tench Tilghman referred to, . - 284
inhabitants of, - . 323 Affidavitrelating to one Conner and Montgomery

Poor to be removed from, into Dutchess County, - 361 referred to, - - .. - - .. . 286
One ton of powder loaned to, by Massachusetts, ~ 394 A prisoner sent to Head-Quarters by, .. _

302
Order of Massachusetts Council for delivery of one Five hundred pounds advanced to, - 303

ton of sulphur to, - 406 Letter of Nicholas Governeur referred to, 316
Return of Twentieth Regiment of Militia of, . . 475 Letter relative to Mr. Matthews and the ¥ounO's'
Evilpolicyofadditionalpayvotedby,. - - 639 escapereferredto, - - - .. - ~. 322
Invited 'tomeet in a conference of the New-England Report of, in the case of Abraham C, Cuyler, - 360

States on the subject of paper currency)" .. 772 Proceedingsof, - - - - . - 466-471(See Convention.) Two hundred prisoners received by New-Hamp-
Proposal of Lord Howe to, for exchange of prisoners, 846 shire Committee from, . - . - - 825
Declined meeting in Convention of New-E[]gland Res?lutions of, - .1075, ]076

States, - 1077 Conscience, freeoom of, Marylandl - 146Report that the Mayor of Albany had advised the Constitution of Maryland-
enemy to make a movement into, - - - 1086 Committee to prepare,

Directions respecting ammunition and provisions Instructions to delegates from Anne Arundel for
for Militia from, to Rhode-Island, . 1145 framing, - B5

Sending all the Militia they can for the relief of Two persons added to Committee for preparing, - 97
Rhode-Island, -

. 1193 Form of, reported to the Convention,.
-

_
108

CoJone] Sheldon goes to, to raise a Regiment of Form of, to be printed and distributed lhrough the
Cavalry, - . 1246 State, - - - - - - - - 112

The frigate fitting at, cannot get to sea for WlInt of Consideration of, deferred,.. 114, 115, 119, 123 143
stores, .- 1335 Considered in Committee of the Whole, .

_
' I'll

Joseph Trumhull wishes his Deputy may have leave 122, 124, 126, 127, 12S, 129, 130, 131, 133 134
to carr.\' pork and beef from, - 1352 Resolution for expediting, .. ..

' 123
Complaint of New-York against act prohibiting As reported from the Committee of the Whole, _

147
transportation o~ articles out of~ - - - 1408 Proceedings on, in Convention, - - .. 155, 156,

Govemaur Tryon l1lformed that the temper of the. 157J 158, 159, 160, 161 163 164
warmest patriots in, is much softened, - - 1514

1

As amended and agreed to by the Convention,'
,

165
Resolution of Congress respecting the two Conti~ To be printed and di:strihuted, ~ - . . 182

nental Battalions raising in, . - .. - 1604 IConstituti~n of. Massachusetts-
(See .Trumlmll: Got'ttrnour.) Proceed1l1gs In Worcester County respecting,

- 866
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Constitution of New-Hampshire-
Only temporary) and the state of matters nol alJow-

iog a revisal,
-

. 1223
Remarks of sundry towns respecting, M - 1224-1227

Constitution of New. York-
Day fixed for Committee to report form of, to Con-

vention,
_ . 202

Mr. Duane add€d to Committee on, .. 206
Convention proceeding on bU3iness of forming, - 307
Committee for framing, to meet every afternoon, - 331
Committee on framing, to report in eight days, .. 371
Remarks of Edward Rutledge on, - 826
Suggestions of Rev. J oho Mason fOf, - - 861
Remarks of General Schuyler on the necessity of

soon establishing, .. 1101
Constitution of Pennsylvania-

Proceedings in Chester County respectingl" .. 463
Proceedings of a meeting of citizens of Philadel~

phia respecting,
- 483

Proposed instructions respecting,. - 598
Constitution of South Carolina-

Committee to revise, - 61
Amendments reported by the Committee~ 64
Proceedings on the report of the Committee, 71, 72
The repartas amended and agreed to by the Assembly! 73
The report, as agreed to, to be forthwith printed, - 74
Committee to bring in a bit] to comprise all the aJter-

ations and amendments, - 74
Constitution of Virginia-

Claim in, objected to by Maryland Convention, 133, 134
Constitutions for the several States-

New.York Convention desires to be furnished with, 270
Remarks on, ~ 517

Con tee, Thomas, Commissioner to repair to camp, 121, 673
Elected member of Maryland Council of Safety, - 182

Contested election~ in South~Carolina Assemb]y, -
3, 8

Contine, Captain, Return of Company of, - DOn
Contine, Matthew, member of New-York Convention,

Ulster County, - 201
On Committee on abuses in sale of tea, - 208
On Committee for fixing the price of spears, - - 213
Letter to, from Andrus de Witt, read in New- York

Convention, - 214
Member of New~York Committee of Safety, - 230,250
On Committee on Scotch prisoners I - 233
On Committee to secure powder at Windsor, . 243
Added to the lead and brimstone Committee, - 245
Cenificate of powder maoufac.tured, referred to, - 254
On Committee on the accounts of the Committee

of Arrangement, - 310
On Committee on Captain De Witt's accounts, - 323
On Committee on pay-roB of Charlotte Rangers, - 329
On Committee on muster~rolls of Captain Wisner, - 330
On Committee on memorial ofCaptaillJ ames Stewart, 337
On Committee 011accounts of Westchester County, 342
Letter of Genera] George C]inton referred to, - 349
On Committee on pay~roll of Captain Scribner, - 354
On Committee to supply back inhabitants with saHt 359
On Committee on memorial of Colonel Hawthorne, 359
On Committee on Captain Townsend's pay.roll, - 361
Chairman of New-York Committee of Safety, - 366
(See Cantine, .Matthew.)

Continenti obstinate partiality of Congress to the cus-
toms of one part of, - - 1376

Prizes have enriched, to an amazing amount, - - 1394
Navy-Yard on Nova.Scotia would be an immense]y

valuable acquisition to the, - 1436
Continental Ageuts-see .J1genis, Continental.
Continental Armed Vesse]s~ b]ank commissions for,

forwarded to France, - 1328
Continental Army-see .JJl'my~Continental.
Continental Bank, HOmoney can be procured in New.

Hampshire for, under six per cent., ~ - 1223
Continental Business Committee, at Philadelphia-

Robert Morris recommends appointment ot~. - 1240
Committee appointed, - 1368, 1369, 1608

. Will enter on business to-morrow,
- 1428

Letter from, to Thomas Smith, - 1439
Directed to contrac.t for erectin(f a magazine at

Carlisle,
_

"" . 1457
Letters from, to President of Congress, - - 1458, 1483
Letters froml to General Washington, - ~ 1458, 1510
Letter from, to Tl:omas Nelson, - - 1510
Two bundred thousand dollars placed at the dispo~

8ition of, - - 1608
To call on tht) Commissioner of the Loan Office for

such further sum as they may need, - - 1608
To keep up a regular correspondence with Congress, 1608
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Continental Establishment, South-Carolina troops
placed on, 17

New~York empowered to raise another Battalion
on, - - 357

Continental Money-
Refused by Captain Hare, ~ - 185
Memorial to be presented to Pennsylvania Assem-

blyonrefusalof, - - - - - 188
Jacob Deane to be arrested for refusing, - 258
Refusal of John Kane to receive, - - 278
Arre8t for alterations of, - 331
William Murray and Cornelius Thorp to be arrested

for altering, - 524
Amount of emissions of, .. 820
Remark on, in an intercepted letter, - 893
Silas Deane advises against further emissions of, - 1019
Act of Massachusetts resp€cting, - 1066
Murray, Simpson and Co., Philadelphia, wish to

have none on hand, ~ 1157
Refusal of, in Philadelphia, to be punished with

forfeiture and imprisonment, - 1214
General Dickenson advised not to receive! ~ - 1255
Depreciation of, threatens total ruin to the Ameri-

can cause, - 1334
Many people openly refuse, -. - 1372
Resolve of Congress for supporting the credit of,

transmitted to Pennsylvania Council of SafetYI - 1438
Suggestions of Benjamin Rush oor preventing the

refusal of, . 1512
Five million dollars to be emitted, -1558, 1613
Day fixed by Congress to consider means of sup~

porting the credit o~ ~ 1566
Pennsylvania Council of Safety requested to punish

all who refuse, - 1613
Names of the superintendents of the press and

signers of the biBs, -
~ 1613

Continental Village, position of, (note,) - - 933
Convention, of New-England States-

Proposed by Massachusetts, - 772
Connecticut decJines meeting in, - - 845, 1077
Massachusetts resolves to proceed with, ~ 846
Act of Rhode~Island respecting, -

~ 865
MaRsachusetts decides not to proceed with, - ~ 1104
Recommended by Governour Trumbull, ~ 1143
Rhode~Island requests, to meet at Providence, . 1209
Committee to, to Connecticut, ~ 1389
Gaverooue Trumbull hopes Congress will approve, 1389
Letter from, to Massachusetts Counei], ~ 1423
Remarks in a letter from Massachusetts Council

respecting,
Convention! Pennsylvania armed boat-

Gun ladles for, - 183, 192
Payment for water casks for, - 184
Committee to fit out, ~ - 188
Blanketa delivered to, - - 191
Ordered to Cape May, - 191
Instructions to Captain Rice, - 192

Converse, Thomas, appointed First Lieutenant, Con-
necticut, - 458

Convoy, for the West-India ships from England, - 459
Conway, Colonel, recommended by Si]as Deane for a

commission ofBrigadier~GeneraI,
- 901

Conway, General, speech in House of Commons on
the Addrebs to the King, - - 1005

Conway, Captain Thomas, of the ship Molly! - - 481
About to sail from Martinique, with a very valuable

cargo, - 513
Sailed witha cargo of muskets, powder, &c., - 818
Letter from, to Mary]and CouDcil of Safety, - - 903

Cook, Captain, much wanted, to assist in obstructing
Hudson River, ~ - - ~ - - 228

Cook, George, appointed commander of Maryland
.hip Defence, - - 109

Letter to, from Maryland Counci] of Safety, - ~ 916
Letters from, to Maryland Council of Safety, - 1024,

1068, \093, 1l18, 1238, 1289, 1374, 1510
Departed for Head of Elk, - - - 1254, 1271

Cook, Jesse, appointed First Lieutenant, Connecticut, 458
Cook, Lieutenant, of New-Jersey Mi]itia

- - 669
Cooke, NichoJas, Governour of Rhode~Island-

Letters from, to-
General Washington,
Commodore Hopkins,
Massachusetts Assemb]y,
New-Hampshire Assembly,
James Bowdoin,
President of Congress,
IVlas~achusetts Council, ~

. 552, 1315
593, 900

772, 848, 865, 1032, 10S7

-1065, 1208
1l04, 11l4, 1131

- 1131

- 1285
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Cooke, GovernOLJf Nicholas-Continued. Cortlandt, Colonel Phi1ip, tbree tbousand pounds
Payment to, by Pennsylvania Council of Safety, - 188 advanced to, for bounty money, - 313
Battalion of, to march with all expedition, ~ 1580 At Ticonderoga, - . 322

Letters to, from- And others, letter from, to New-York Com'eotion, 936
General Lee,

_ . 772, 1108 Member of a Court of Inquiry, - 1042
Commodore Hopki[)s,.. - -

8~O, C01;tin, Isaac, depositions against) .. 91
1077, IOS8, 1130, 1131, 1162 Report of Commiuee on, 99

General Schuyler, . .. 1063 To give bond for his good behaviour,.. - .. 112
General Greene, .. 1071, 1342 CoHon, publick sale of, at Jamestown, Virginja, - 459
Governour TrumbuIJ, - 1077, 1086 Taken on a prize ship, .. 800
Massachusett~ Council, ~ 1115,1133,1251,1324 CoUon, Ensign, witness before a Court of Inquiry, ~ 1492
William Ellery, 1148, 1416, 1506 CottreH, Stephen, order in Council, England, signed
Meshech Weare, - 1305 hy, - - 774
General Washington) ~ ]339 Couleaux, MonsieuT) from France, with M. De Gaiault
General Lincoln, ~ 1367 and others, ~ 1162

Major Malmedy, ~ 1517 Advance to, by Massachusetts, ~ 816, 1163

Proclamation by, ~ 1115 Letters brought by, forwarded by Robert Morris to
Cook, Temperance, letter from, to Captain Platt, ~ 1141 Conl1ress ~ -

~
- - -

~ 1240

Cook) Colonel William, appointment of Paymaster in Coulson,Jo(}[)', appointed commander of the privateer

Regiment of, -
~ 188 . Warren1 ~ - 404

Coombs, George, Assistant Commissary, tried and Council, England, order in, - 773
acquitted by a Court-Martial, - -

520 Council to the Governour of Maryland-
Cooper, bearer of de~patche8 from Lee to Washington,

.Mode of choosing, - 168
taken by the enemy, 895,896 Powers and duties ot: - - 169

Cooper, Colonel Gilbert, reaomInended as one of the Members of, to hold no other oflice of profit, 169, ]70
Commissioners for Orange County, - - - 1248 Oath to be taken by memhers of, .. 170, 171

Cooper, Sir Grey, intercepted Jetter to, - - 893 Council of War, at White~PJains, - - 543
Cooper, LieutenafJt~Colonel) member of a Court-Ma.r- At Peekskill, 663) 751, 842

tial, - . - . . - .1421, 1432 At Saraloga, . 797
Cooper, Thomas, cannot act as one of the Commi~- Appointed b)' Rhode-Island. - 1208

sioners for Orange County, . . - - 1248 Counterfeiting, Congress recommend to the Co]onies
Cpopers, asked for, from the Army, to be employed in to P~%slaws for punishing, 13

makinO' flour casks
_

-
..

- -
~ 269 Measures for preventing, in South.CaroJina, ~ 71,79

Exempte~d from mi\it~ry duty, 277,298 Reward for detecdon of, - .. -' ~ 79
l\1eans advanced for subsistence of, - 278 Penalty for, in Maryland, - 180
Order to supply, with provisions, - . 279 Of tick€ts of the publick lottery, Congress recom-

Copp, Captain John, letter from, to Gilbert Livingston, 8]4 mend Jaws to be pMsed for preventing, ~ 367

Recommended by Colonel WeissenfelsJ - 1041 Counterfeit Money, Henry Yank artd James Briggs
CopperJ payment for, by Pennsylvania Council of arrested for passing, - 305, 635

Safety, ~ ~ 188 Cornelius Thorpe and one Murrk.e arrested for pass.
Copperthwaite, Captain Joseph, payment to, towards ing, . 752

the Continental Powder-Mins, - - - - 193 Country Duties, appointment ofCollectors and Comp~
Coppin, Samuel, prisoner, ~ 273 trollers of; in South-Carolina, .. 74
Corbett, Thomas, Commissioner to superintend the COUT.iey,Thomas, recommended to the c.ommand of

making of powder in South-Carolina, 24 one of the Maryland Tessels, - .. 1025

Member of the Navy-Board of South-Carolina, 39, 1529 Court of Admiralty-see .Admiralty Court.
On Committee to examine Treasury Accounts, 20 Court of Appeals, established in South..Carolina, 74
On Committee for organizing Navy~Board, -

2] Maryland, constitution of, - .. 172

On Committee to receive applications for command Court of Chancery, South-Carolina, right of Vice
of brig Comet, ~ 21 President and PrivyCouncil to exercise Ihe pow-

On Committee on importations from Philadelphia, - 35 ers of, annulled, 74
Cordage, wanted by General Schuyler, 204, 205 Mary1and, oath of Register of, - 171

Ordered for ,'essels fitting on Lake Champlain, - 206 Maryland, punishment of Register 0" in case of
Taken in a prize ship, ~ 824 violation of oath, - 172

Cord wood, payment for, by Pennsylvania Council of Court-House, in Washington County, Mary]and, place
Safety, 185, 187 for building, to be voted fOf, ~ 103

New-York Convention order, for the Army, - - 207 In Montgomery County, Maryland, place for build-
Petition of Selectmen of Concord relative to, - 373 ing, to be voted for, .. - 104

Coriel's Ferry, measures to prevent the enemy from Qualification of voters for fixing place for, in \Vash-
crossing at, - 1138 ington County, Maryland, - 109

Cork, fleet of transports d:tily expected from, - - 376 Qualification of ,'oters for fixing place for, in :Mont-
Corn, New-York Convention order old, to be pur- gomery County, Maryland, - 120

chased for the Army, . 207 Perition for erection of; in Georgetown, Maryland, - 122
Very low at St, Eustatia, ~ 819 Washington, Maryland, petition relative to election

Corne, Mr., desires his parole to be extended, - - 834 for place for, - .. 127
CorneU, Lieutenant-Colone] Ezekiel, appointed Dep- When election to be held for fixing place for build-

uty Adjutant-General, . 505 ing', in Montgomery County, Maryland, -
~ 162

Cornwall, Lieutenant Aspinwall, recommended for a At White-Plains, New-York, resolutions relative to
Captaincy in the new Army, - . 522 bUff]jng, - - 345

CornwalJis, Hon. Captain, commander of the Pallas Court of Inql1iry,on GeneralArnold, ~ 1042
frigate, - ~ 637

I
Captain Hamlen requests, - . 1450

Gornwalli8, Lord, at Brunswick, . 366, 1069 I On Captain Hamlen, - -1491, 1493
At attack on Fort Washington, .. 818, 924 Court, Provincial, of lVIaryland) to be caIJed the Gen~
Carrying all before him in the Jerseys, - .. 840 era] Court, - 172
General Howe expects that he willshortlybe in pos- Courts-Martinl-

session of East-Jersey, - 926 Ordinance of South Carolina for ascertaining the
Said to be ordered to England, . ~ 931 manner of issuing orders for holding, - - 4.5-
At Pennytown, - - 1166 GelJeralSchuyler authorized to act on aUsentences
Had orders not to proce~d farther than Brunswick, 1316 of, in NOrlhern DepaJtment, - 465
Favourable notice of, by General Howe, - 1317 Trial of ColonellVlorris Graham! ~ - 488

Correll, Major, ~ 1181 Trial of Captain Gerrish, - 496
Corren, Isaac, of the Artillery, General Washington Trial of George Coombs, Assistant Commissary,. 520

desired to send, to Philadelphia, ~ -
.. 1.'599 Trial of slJndry persons at Ticonderoga, . - 528

COfsa, Colonel, depo~itjon ndative to conduct of, . 1064 Trial of Captain DanieJs and Lieutenant Whitney,. 533
Corsa, Isaac, petition of, to Goveruour TrumbuJI, .. 1390 Trial of Captain John B. Scott, ~ .. 534

And others, parole of, ~ - 1390 Trial of Captain Parker, Lieuteuant Cheney, and
Corsf'Y,Mr.Jpermittedby ConnecticutCouncilof LieutenantOt;bul'U,.. - - - - - 534

Safetyto returnto NJw-Yorkon parole, - - 1421 TrialofJohn Brown,so]dier, - 534
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Courts-Martial-Continued. Cranston, Capiain Elisha, on Committee from Ma5sa~

Trial of Lieutenant Walling8ford and others, - - 535 chuseUs t.ocamp at Ticonderoga, - - ~99, 495
Proceedings of, on Colonel Campbell, sent to Gen- Crawford, Christopher, member of Lancaster CommIt-

eral Washington, . 607 tee, 810, 854, 869, 918, 1257
Trial of Major Austin,

_
- 654 Crawford, Daniel, mate of ship Clarendon, an ex-

General, General Heath empowered to hold and to change of, to be proposed, - .. - . 1208

execute the judgments of, - 657 Crawford, Colonel James, arms for two Companies of
Trial of Lieutenant Benjamin Adams, . - 700 Battalion of, - .. 183

At Peekskill, trial ofsunclry prisoners, - .. 769,1432 Colonel of Fifth Battalion of Lancaster County
Trial of sundry persons in the Northern Army, 875, 876 Militia, - . 672,837

Francis Looly dismissed from the service, - 934 Crawford, Josiah, Clerk pro tern. ofPennsylvama As-
On Captain Fauntleroy, Maryland, - 1068 sembly, - - - -'. - - - 1399

Sentence of, on Lieutenant William Horton, - 1084 Crawford, Colonel Valentine, advance to, by Congress, 1564
Captain Abraham Dolson cashiered by, - - 1097 Crawford, Colonel WiliiamJ Address of Officers of
Trial of Peter Harris,

_
- 1263 Seventh Virginia Regiment to," - 808

Trial of Lieutenant Nowell,
_

- 1346 Answer of, - - -.. - 809

Trial or Caleb Green,
_

- 1421 Creasy, Michael, Representative for Chesterfield,
Trial of sundry persons for jnlisting more than New-Harnpshjre, instructions to, - 1226

once, .. 1494 Credentials, of Delegates in Congress-
John Young and John Eames released for want of From Virginia, - - 1559

evidence, - 1515 From Maryland, - - 1575

Courts, of Maryland, Clerk of, to hold commission From Delaware, - - 1596
during good behaviour, - 170 From New-Jersey, - 1597

Of Maryland, mode of appointment of Clerks of, . 171 From Georgia, - - 1607

Clerks of, Maryland, oath of, - 171 Creed, Mr., application of, for the delivery of the brig
Clerks of, l\taryJand, punishment of, in case of via. Betsey, . - 440

1atlon of oath,
_

- 172' Creek Indians, letter from George Galphin respecting, 648
Courtlandt's ManorJ enemy talk of making a move- Proposal to carry some of the principal, to Pbiladel~

ment to,
_

- 1344 phia, - 649

Courtney, Herculas, appointed Captain.Lieutenant in Cregier, Captain, representation of, referred to a
Second Company of Pennsylvania Artillery, - 181 Committee, - 203

Payment to, for blankets, - 186 Report of Committee on letters of, - 230

Payment to, for candJes, - 192 Crespigny, Claude, letter from, to Ralph Jzard, - 1227
To sign Continental Bills of Credit, - 1613 Cripen, Captain Thomas, complaint of Samuel Reed

Coventry, Connecticut, powder delivered to Select- against, - - 186
men of, M -

1161 Crisis, The American, - 1290

Cowell, Robert, under sentence of death, petition o~ Pub!ication of, will be of service, - - 1443

to Maryland Convention for pardon1 . - 114 Ought to be reprinted every where in America, - 1507

Cowin, Captain Alexander1 building a gondola for Crocker, Peleg, and Steven Hall, resolve on the peti-
Maryland, - 868 tionof, . - 385

Cowne).,Michael,prisoner, - 273 Crockett,John, MarylandCouncilof Safetyreferred
Cowper: Basil, and others, letter from, to Massachu- to, for information, ~ M 760

settsCouncil,- - 1177 Crocket,William,Maryland,. - 1456
Cowperthwaite. Joseph, petition of, to Continental, Croghan, Captain, First Virginia RegimentJ Return of

Congress, 698 I Company of, - ~ - - - - - 515
Cox, Captain, Maryland Militia, . 1396 Cromell, Richard, to sign Continental Bills of Credit, 1613
Cox, Major Cornelius, - 1448 Cram Pond, stores remo\.ed to, from North-Cast1e, ~ 1124
Cox, Daniel, elegant house of, burnt by the British, - 1376 Cromwell, Stephen, appointed Second Major of Ma-
Cox, Colonel Ebenezer, and others, Petition of, to ryland Militia, - - 123

New-York Convention, -
~ 1353 Cromwell, Whitehead, parole of, - 1143

Cox, Isaac, memorial of, to Continental Congress, - 747 Crooker, Captain, member of a Court-Martial,- 488,496
Memorial of, read in Congress, - 1573 ICrosby, Aaron, missionary to the Indians, (note,) - 1583

Cox, James, Maryland, - - 1147 Crosby, Enoch, examination of, - 1542
Cox, John, payment to) for eight rifle guns, -1580 To use his utmost art to discover a certain plot, . 1551
Cox, Samuel, parole violated by, -. - 273 To be furnished with a horse and t~irty dollars, - 1551
Coxe, Colonel, at Bordentoll, - - 1447 Mr. Sackett to give instructions to, - .. - 1551
Coxe, Tench, letter from, to John Tabor Kempe, laid To receive thirty dollars for secret services, M M 1551

before Congress, - 1565 To be furnished with such clothing as he may nec~, 1551
Cozine, J oho, a Commissioner for removing records, 247 Gone off on the business proposed, under the name
Crabtree, Captain Agreen, master of sloop Sally, - 432 of Levi Foster, . 1551
Crafts, Colonel Thomas, directed to secure two can- Crosby, Nathaniel, petition of, - 419

non at Plymouth, - 384 Crosby,Captain Stephen, dead. - 727
To deliver shot LaNehemiah Somes) - 394 Croton Bridge, stores to be removed from, to Peekskill, 790
Lieutenant-Colonel of Artillery, -

~ 415 Croton River, wheat sent to mills at, - 269
Letter to, from Massachusetts Board of War, 1286, 1453 Croutch, Captain, orders forwarded to Major Cox by, 1448
General Lincoln escorted into Boston by, - 1325 Crown Land, site recommended to be secured in New-

Cragg, Robert, permitted to go to the West-Indies, . 395 York for, on the settlement of the war, - 872
Cragin,Captain,memberofa Court-Martial,- - 520 CrownOfficers,proceedingsin South-Carolinarela-
Craig, Captain Charles1 Colonel Hand's RegimentJ tive to, - - 67, 77, 81

Return of Company o~ - 921 Crown. Point, General Carleton lyinu close at, M - 290
Craig, Second LieutenantJohn, appointed First Lieu- Only a small part of General Carl:ton's Army at, - 294.

tenant, . - 876 Retreat of enemy from, 305, 526, 550, 604, 605
Craig, Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas, field-officer for Colonel Hnen's opinion of the importance of, - 844

the day at Ticonderoga, - - 528 Crump, Lieutenant, First Virginia Regiment, sick, - 515
President of a Court-Martial, 533, 875 Crusb, Lieutenant, refuses to hold a commission in

Crain, Mr., assistant to Thomas Yancey, - - 525 Colonel Beatty's Battalion} ..1457
Cramphin, Thomas, Jr., Commissioner for Montgom- Crygier, Lieutenant Simon, recommended by Colonel

ery County, Maryland, - 104 Weissenfels, - - - - - .. - 1041

Crandall, Lieutenant, belon.gs to Connecticut, - - 552 Cumberland County, Massachusetts, petition of a.
Crane, row.galley, ConnectIcut, - 1207 number of Militia of, - - .. .. - 402
Crane, Dr,} member of New~York Convention, Dlltch- Cumberland County, New-York, account of lead and

ess County, - 212 ball delivered to. - 213
On Comm~ttee for.fixing price o.f.spears, : 213 Report in Convention, on pay of Rangers of, 216, 222-226
On Commlttee on IIIcreasmg faCllIues of commullI- Officers recommended by Committee of, - - 222

cation, . ~ 217 Committee from Convention to, - 226
On Committee on letter from Dutchess County, - 231 John Taylor added to Committee on, . - 228

Crane} Thomas, payment to, "to enable him to pay for Mr. Stevens added to Committee on, - . 228
saltpetreJ .. 403 Commissions issued to officer.s of Rangers in" 237



1676

Cumberland County, New-York-Continued.
Application for bounty for Rangers raised in, .. 248
Committee authorized to call out Militia of, - .. 260

Commiuee to ascertain temper of inhabitants of, .. 373
Letter from John Taylor, one of the CDmm1ttee

appointed to repair to, .. 503
Meeting of Committee of, - .. 536

Militia of, to hold themselves in readiness,,, .. 568
Proceedings of Committee of, .. .. .. .. 940
Lelter from James Clay to DeLegates from, in New..

Yark COllveDtion, .. .. 1042
Denial of jurisdiction of New-York over, .. 1455

Cumber1and County, Nova-Scotia, petition of Com-
mittee of, to Massachusetts Court, .. .. 626

Commiuee of, desire aid for Captain Eddy," .. 881

Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, proportion of salt
allowed to, .. 195

Payment for expre8s to, .. 200
Cumming, Thomas, one of the signers of the letter

from the inhabitants of Papaeonck, - - 215
Cummins, John, to command a Company of Tories,.. 289
Cummins, Lieutenant, First Virginia Regiment, on

command, .. 515.
Cummins, Robert, letter from, to Maryland Council

of Safety, . 1033
Cunningham, Captain, of privateer Phwnix, .. 1373
Cunningham, Captain, First Virginia Regiment, .. 515
Cunningham, Co]onel, Return of Regiment of, ~ 499, 1035
Cunningham, James, memorial ofj to Maryland Con-

vention, .. 94
Currie, Second Lieutenant Ross, appointed First Lieu-

tenant,
_

- 876
hyment to, for balance of bis pay, . 1601

CurrieJ Dr. WiHiam, payment to, for medicines and
provisions to sick soldiers, - 1595

Currier, David, New-Hampshire, - 1455
Curtenius, Peter T., letters from, read in New-York

Convention, 212, 272, 275
Account of iead and ban ,bipped by, - - 213
Fifteen thousand Pounds re,mitted te, to purchase

clothing,. - 279
SeuJement of account of, - 300

Curtis, Dr. Benjaminj resignation of, - 493
Letter from, read in New-Y01'k Committee of

Arrangement~ .. .. 958
Curtis, Mathew, Jun., John Sheppard brovght to

Windham jaiJ by, - - - - - - 1221
Curwen) Samuel, England, extract from journal of) - 1269 I

Letter from, to George Russell, ~ - 1306
Cushing, Benjamin) Jr., on Committee to collecttools

for making intrenchments at Providence,.. - 1130
Cushing, Caleb, on petition of Abraham and Isaiah

Walker, - . 404

Member of Massachusetts CounciJ, 439, 733
Cushing, Charles, on Committee on petition of James

McCobbandJordanParkeI',- - 389
Cushing, Charles, Chairman of Committee of Pownal-

borough, letter from, to Samuel Freeman, ~ .. 733
Cushing, J aseph, Brigadier for the County of Ply-

mouth, Massachusetts, .. 1115
Ordered to march to Rhode-Island, .. 1133

Cushing, J uoge, on Committee on report of Commis-
sionerstotheArmy, - - - - - 713

Cushing, Major Roland, letter frDm, to Massachusetts
Council, - - 1078

Cushing, Thomas, letter to, from Commodore Hopkins) 553
Member ofMas:sachus€lts Council, - ~ - 733
On Committee respecting paper currency, ~ - 772
Letter to, from Azor Orne, ~ - 1261
Letter from, to Massachusetts Council, - - 1411
Letterto, fromGeneralSchuyler,- - 1498
Letter of, reported on in Congress, - - - 1559
Report in Congress on letter from, concernini the

IndianJ\'lissional'ies,(note,) - 1583
Custis,Mr., - - 1266
Cuthbert, Thomas, Sen., on Salt Committee, Pennsyl-

vania, - 198
Cutlasses,paymentfor,PenmiylvaniaCouncil ofSafety, 183

Delivered to Captain William Brown, - - - 190
Cutler, BenoJJi, appojnted Captain! Connecticut, - 458
Cutting, Lieutenant Thomas, taken prisoner, - - 727
CuUs, Samuel, Speaker pro tempore, of Ne\V-Hamp~

shire House of Represent at ires, - ..1080, 1179

Cuyler, Abraham C., late Mayor of Albany, report of
Committee of Conspiracies on the case of, .. 360

Hi~ brol,her-in-Iaw (H. G!en) asks leave to go to
tlle New-York Convention with him, - - 743

Escape of, - -1544, 1545
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Cuy)cr~ Cornelius, appointed to purchase clothing for
tbeArmy, . - - - - . . 233

Appointed a"istant to Mr. Avery, 299,567
Cuyler, Jacob, member of New-York Convention,

from Albany, - . 201
On Committee on letter from General Schuyler and

others, .. - 205
Memberof New-York Committee of Safety) - .. 230

On Committee on clothing Troops) - 230
On Committee on Scotch prisoners, - 233
Added to Commiuee on resolutions of Congress

for raising tbe new Army! - - - '"
236

Clothing resolutions of Congress referred to, .. 248
On Committee to proceed to Albany and Ticonde-

rnga, . 248
On Committee on letters of Sa.muel Tudor and

Augustine Lawrence, 3151 322
On Commjttee to write to Colonel Trumbull re-

specting salt, .. .. 342
Letter nf General George Clint(}n referred to, - 349
On Committee to supply back inhabitants with salt, 359
On Committee to cooperate with Gen. SchuylerJ 260,561
At Committee of Arrangement, - ~ 948
Letter from, to WiIJiam Duer, - 1221

Cuyler, James! letter from, read in New-York Com.
mittee of Arrangement, - - 957

Letter from, to James Duane! - 1129
Cuyper, Tennis, appointed to purchase clothing for

the Army, . 233

D.

Dacre, does justice to General Arnold, - 1227
Dallam, Richard, Deputy Quartermaster-General, let-

ter from, to Richard Peters, .. 662
General Washington requests..3. supply of money to

be sent to, - 821
Letter from, to President of Congress, .. - 1276
Letter froml to Genera} Washington) - - 1399
Letters from, Iead in Congress, 1564, 1567, 1612
Money ,ent tn, . 1565, 1569, 1580
Letter from~ to R. Peters, read in Congress, - - 1670
Payment of drafts nf, - . - - .1581,11)82
Advance on account of, - 1605

Dalley, Philip, complail1t against, for beating a work~
man, . 271

G€neral Mifflin wal send, to New.York Committee
or Safety, - 275

Dalhng, Captain Thomasl draft of Ab'm Van Bibber
in favour o~ - 759

Dalton, privateer, Massachusetts, commissionedJ - 380
Da.lton, Philip, and othersl letter froillJ to Massachu..

etts Council, ~ ~ 1177

Dalton, Tristram, Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives of Massachusetts, letter to, from Timothy
Danielson, - 711

On Committee respecting paper c[Jrreney~ ~ .. 772
Datton, Tristram, arid others, petition of, to Massa-

chusetts General Court, - 380, 445
Letter from, to John Avery, - 1287

Damarris Cove, losses sustained at, from a party from
tbe Britisb Fleet, - 388

Dana, Francis, member of Massac.husettsCouncilJ - 733
On CommLttee of Massachusetts Council, - 846
On Committee on memorial of Messrs. Fanueil

and others, . 1045
Dana, James, appointed Captain, Connecticut, .. 458
Danbury, Connecticut, prisoners sent tOI .. - 273

IVlassachusetts l\fiIitia to rendezvous at, 1116, 1210, 1274
LeUer from John McLean atJ - 1410
General 'Varner at) ~ 1430
Letter of General Warner from, - .. 1469

Dandrid~(', Spotswood, ejected Captain of Virginia
ArtIllery, - - - - - - . 1594

Daniels, Captain, tried and acquitted by a Court-Mar-
tiai, 533 534

Danielson, Timothy, on Committee from Massachu- '
setts to go to Camp at New-York, for forming
new Army, - - - - .. . - 399

Chairman of a Committee of Massachusetts Assem-
bly, - 494

Letter from, to James Warren, - 496
Letter from, to Assembly of Mas6achusetts!- - 521
Letter (rom, to Tristram Dalton, - 711
Letter from, to General Washington, - - 1030
Leiters from, to General Heath, - ..1083, 1084
A letter from, read in Congr~ss, ~ . 1565
Letter o~ reported on,

_ -.. - 1566
Further consideration of report on Jetter of, - 1568
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Danielson, William, requested to purchase wood for
the Army, - 208

Darby, Captain, member of a Court-Martial, ~ 769, 1421
Darby, Colonel, letter fOf, sent to General Lee, - - 656
Darley, Captain, - 270
Darlin(1ton, William, deposition of, relative to treat-

m~nt of prisoners, - - 1234
DarreH, Captain Edward, to cause certain stores to be

removed, - - 1533
Darrow, Christopher, Jun., appointed Captain, Con-

necticut,- - 458
Dartmouth, Adam Babock loading a brigantine at, - 377

Letter from John Avery to Committee of, - 1146
Arrival of prizes at, - 1183

Dartmouth College, an Address to the people of New-
Hamp~hire slipposed to have been fabricated at, 1223

DasJliell, Charles, memorial of, to Maryland Conven-
tion,

Dashiell, George) petition of, to Maryland Conven.
tion, 92

DashieIJ, William, petition of, to Maryland Com'en-
tion, 92

Dashwood, Mr., proposed excbange of, - 619~ 629
General Wasbington is willing to exchange, for Col-

onel Piper, - 838
DavaJl, William, Jun., and others, prisoners on a prison

ship, letter from) to Governour TrumbuJl, - - 1139
Davenport, AbHlham) on Commhtee for arrest of !:jus-

pected persons, - 449
Davenport, John, appointed to remove provisions from

sea-coast of Connecticut, - - 456
Davice, Captain Samuel! notified to meet in Connec-

ticut Assembly, - 666
Davidson, John, on Board of Accounts, Maryland, - 92
Davis, Benjamin, master of privateer Fair-Lady, - 380
Davis, Caleb) on Committee to purchase stores for

Continental Army, - - 420
Davis, Major Caleb, on Committee for reliefof famiJie.s

of Associators, - 778
Secretary of Chester County Committee, - 778

Davis, Captain, New-York, recommended for a Com-
mission in the new Army, - 640

Davis, Captain, First Pennsylvania Regiment, Return
of Company of, - 1122

Davis, DanieJ, member of Massachusetts Council, ~ 733
Davis, Ensign, - 1359
Davis, Major Jacob, on CommiHee from Massachu-

setts to go to camp at New-York, 399,495
Da\'is, John, arms and ammunition delivered by, to

Captain Platt, - 1144
Davis, John, appointed Captain in Ninth Pennsylvania

Regiment, - 199
Davis, LieutenantJohn, Pennsylvania Rifle Regiment,

proposed exchange of, - 629
Davis, Colonel J osbua, desires to engage in the new

Army, - 508
Davis, Mr" on Committee to appoint Captains and

Subalterns for three Battalions, - - 144
Davis, Moses, and others, petition of, to Massachu-

setts General Court, - - 387
Davis, Rev. Thomas) oration pronounced by, at fune-

ral of Peyton Randolph, - - 902
Davis, WilJiam, and others, petition of, to Massachu-

setts General Court, . - 397
Davison, Alexa.nder, arrival of, in England, from

Canada, - - - - - - - - 1134
Davy, George, remonstrance of, to Maryland Con-

vention, relative to Manufactories,
Dawes, Sergeant William, information by, of the state

of the post at Dorchester Heights, - - - 1033
Letter from, to James Bowdoin, - .. 1]05

Dawkins, Henry, payment of an account for mainte-
nance of, - 247

Petition of, for a termination of his sorrows by death, 268
Payment for arrest of, - .. - .. - - 316

Dawley, George, member of South-CaroJina Assembly, 46
Dawson, Captain, - - . - .. - - 507
Dawson, Jobn) Commissioner to purchase !Salt,South-

CaroJina,
Dawson, Samuel, appointed Captain inEleventb Penn~

sylvania Regiment, -
_

188
Dawson,Tbomas, signer of BiBsof Credit, Maryland, 176
Day, Captain Elkanab~ Major Hoisington's Regiment, 222

Clerk of Committee of Cumberland County, - - 536
Resigned] - - - - - - . - 940
Letter to, from Major Hoisington, _

945
Affidavit of, - 946

Day, WiJliam, commander of privateer General MifHin, 422:

Day, William, Jr., Second Lieu.tenant of privateer Gen-
eral Mifflin, - 422

Dayton, Colonel, removal of Corps of, for the west-
ward, pressed by General Gates, . 290

Under orders of the Committee at Albany,. - 291
Regiment of, ordered by General Schuyler to prose-

cute tbeir march to tbe northward, - - 293
Regiment of, extremely averse to return to Tryon

Couuty, - - - - - - - - 294
Importunity of General Gates for Regiment o~ 296, 585
Regiment of, to occupy tbe old fort, - - .. 534
Committee on Conspiracies lament removal of Regi-

ment of to Ticonderocra, - .. - - - 568

General S~huyler did not wisb to remove Corps of, 575
General Sebuyler wisbes him to proseeute his march

to Tieouderoga, - - - - - - 577
Left to determination of General Schuyler whether

to send him to Tieonderoga, .. 578
Permitted to prosecute his march to Ticonderoga, - 581
Committee suggest that Regiment of, be detaiped

at Fort George, - 582
Death of father of, 635
State of Regiment of, . - 744
Regiment of, engaged until March, - 875
Field-Officer of the day for Ticonderoga, . 878
No officer of any Corps to recruit from Regiment

of, - - 877
Regimeu! of, eug'Qed to the 19th of J.nuary, - 1174

Dayton, Ebenezer, payment to, for going express, - 327
Deakins, Major William I letter from, to Richard

Ridgely, - - 774
Letter from, to Maryland Council of Safety, - . 1271

Deale, Thomas, Sberiff of Anne Arnndel Counly,
'Maryland, petition of, .. 108

Deams, Captain Frederick, letter from, to l\faryland
Council of 8afety, - - 514

Deanl Benjamin, eommissioned Commander ofpriva..
teer Revenge, ~ ~ 410

Dean, Joseph, petition of, referred to Board of War, - 1572
Dean, Reuben, affidavit of, relative to Major Hoising-

ton's Rangers, ~ - 946
Deane, Gilbert, appointed Captain of a Company of

Militiaiu New-York, - 213
Deane, Jacob, eomplaint against, for refusing Conti-

nental money, - .. 258
Sent prisoner to Exeter, - 470

Deane, Silas, convention between Vicomte Demau-
royand,- - 886

Report that the Court of England had demanded
the delivery of, - 1117

Remark of Robert Morris on letters of, - - 1241
Letter from, read in Congress, . 1607
Jnstructions to Committee of Secret Correspond-

ence, respecting answer to a letter from, - - 1609
Letters fl'om, to-

SecretCommittee,- - 480,
538, 609, 851, 867, 882, 900, 901, 1019, 1179

C. W. F. Dumas, - 693,1196
President of Congress~ ~ 867
Committee of Secret Correspondence, 1050, 1089
John Jay, - 1051
Count Vergennes, - - 1117

Dearing, Captain, to accompany prisoners to Exeter, 1455
Death, Robert Cowell and Nicholas ReilJy under sen-

tenceof,forfelony,- - 114
Thomas Scott, under sentence of, for murder, - 117
Penalty of eounterfeiting in Maryland, ~ 180
Petition of Henry Dawkins for, (note,) - - 269
Burning of dwelling-houses, punisbable with, .. 345

De Bedulx, agreement of, with Silas Deane, to enter
the Army of the United States, -1090

De Borcke, Lieutenant-Colonel, Hessian, wounded, - 1057
Debtors, in prison in Frederick County, Maryland, - 97

Provision for reJease of, fromjaiJ, in Maryland, - 180
Insolvent, discharge of, from jail of Orange County,

N ew- York, - 267
Debts, due to subjects of Great Britain, resolutions of

South-Carolina Assembly respecting, 59
31 Declaration, of Miles Delwood, - 815

Of Lord and General Howe, read in House of
Commons, . 1006

Proceedings in Massacbm;etts respecting Lord
Howe's, -

~ 1503
Declaration of Rigbts, of Maryland-

Committee to prepare,
Proceedings on, in Convention, -
Two persons added to Committee for preparing
Consideration of, postponed)

92

95

91
95
97

- 108
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Declaration of Rights, of Maryland-Continued. De Laney, General Oliver, British, orders of, respecting
Form of, to be printed and distributed through tbe impressed drivers, - - .. ~ . . 674

State, . 112 De Lancey, Stephen, parole of, .. .. .. .. 1433
Consideration of, deferred, .. 114, 115J 119, 123 D~ Lancey's Milts, General Howe's Head-Quarters at, 858
Considered in Commiuee of the Whole, .. 121, Delany, Sharp, one of the signers of a letter to the

122, 124, 126, 127, 128, 129, 130, 131, 133,134 Committee of Che.ter Counly, Pennsylvania, - 463
Resolution for expediting, .. .. 123 Aroitrator in the case of the sloops Dragon and
Reported by the Committee of the Whole,

_
- 134 Molly, - 748

Motion to print, negatived, .. - 135 Ejected a manager of the Jottery, .. .. .. 1577
Copy of, 38 reported from the Committee of tbe Delap, Major, Putnam~8 Point taken pOS8~S8ionof by, 526

Whole,
_ .. 135 Delay, Mr" offered to advance five or SIX thousand

Proeeedinvs an, in Convention, 139, 140, 141, 142, 143 pounds to Silas Deane, ~ ~ -
~

- 1050
Copy of, a: amended and agreed to by the COllven- Delaps, Messrs., born in France, of Irish extract, ~ 884

tion, ~ 143 DeJaplace, Captain William, prisoner, letter from, to
To be printed and distributed, - 182 Governour Trumbull, .. .. ~ - .. 1500

DeCoursey, Lieutenant Edward! proposed exchange of. 629 Delavaio, Captain! number of musket cartridges and
General Washington to exchange, ~ - 838 flintsdeJi\'eredto,,, - .. - - - 679

De Dichow, Major, Hesshn, wounded, .. 1057 Deiavan, Captain, member ora Court-Martial, - 700,769

De Ende, Ensign} Hessian, wounded, - 1057 Delavergne, Captain} Company of thirty men to be
Deer, repeal of the act for the preservation of, Mary- raised by! .. .. .. -

.. ~ ~ 467

Jand, - 162 De]aware, quota assigned to, for the new Army, ~ 210
Deer-Island, resolve on petition of the Commiuee Letter to A8sembly of, from President of Congress,

of,
_

- 412 670,777
Petition of Oommittee of, .. 429 Three hogsheads of blankets a.nd c10thingfor the

Deering, Captain! British, killed, ~ 1056 Battalion of, .. 746
De Failly, Le Ohev.,agreement~f, with Silas Deane, to LeUer to President and Council of, from Richard

enter the Army of the UDitedStates, - 1089 Peters, ~ - 763
De Fayoles, Le Chev., agreement of, with Silas Deane, Letter to Council of, from John Gibson, - 811

to enter the Army of the United States! ~ 1089, 1090 Application of a Committee of Congress to, for re-
Defenee, Maryland ship! appoil1tment of officers of, - 109 inforcements for Genera] Washington, - 837

Fears entertained for 8afety of, ~ 868 Militia of, are turning out with proper spirit, ~ 1245
Jesse HoJIingsworth picking up al1 the pork he can Letter from John McKinly to Committee of Kent

for, - 1164 County, - - 1290
1esse Ho1lingsworth has botlght a good deal of Information that six frjgates were to be stationed

pork for,
_

- 1456 off the coasl of, - 1329
Defence, Connecticut brig, fotlrteen hundred pounds Credentials of delegates in Congress from, - - 1596

voted for the use of,
_

~ 1161 Militia of, urged to march to PhiladeJphia, - - 160~
Defenee) prize sloop, Captain Walker, ~ 461 Dejaware Bay} British men-of-war in, ~ 1295
Defence, South-Carolina brigantine, instructions to GeneraJ Washington does not think the ships in,

Captain of, - 1531 intend to come up, -
~ 1361

William Seward First Lieutenant of, ~ 1538 Delaware, Frigate-see Navy, Continental.
Defendorf, Henry, recommended for Lieutenant, .. 1388 Delaware, Pennsylvania armed boat, payment for h~ul..
De Fermoy! the ChevalierMatthias Alexis Roche, ap- jng timber for,~

- 189
pointed Brigadier-General, ~ 854, 1561 Blankets delivered to seamen o~ - - 190

Expected at the northward, ~

_

879 Built by Messrs, "TjIJiams, - .. 192
At Head-Quarters, Trenton, ~ 1070 Payment for work for, - 193,201
Posted to guard the passage of the Delaware River} 1201 DeJa ware River} ford o~ to be examined, .. - 187
Letter, to, from General Washington, . - 1217 (See Cilevaux-de:frise,)
Rettlrn of Brigadeof, - - ~ - ~ 1401 Preparations to be made to remove li\'e stock
Day fixed by Congress to consider application of, - 1558 from, - 189
Two months' pay advanced W, - - - - 1565 AI] boats on, to be secured from the enemy, -

~ 1027,

To repair to the Northern Army, - - 1565 1120,1152
To repair immediately to General Washington in~ Estimate of cattle on east side of, - 1034

stead or going to the northward. - 1582 All military stores and baggage ordered over, - 1053

De Franval, agreement of, with Silas Deane, to enter Colonel Reed thinks no opposition will be given
the Army of the United States, - - 1090 before crossing, - 1107

De Gerard, agreement of, with Silas Deane, to enter General Greene recommends preparations for cross-
the Army of the United States, .. ~ 1089 ing} - 1108

De Gimat, agreement o~ with Silas Deane! to enter Retreat of the Continental Army across, 1119, 1148! 1187
the Army of the United States, -

_
1090 The British spread for many miles along, .. 1151

De Granges, Loquet, agreement of, with Silas Deane, General Washington sees no means of preventing
to cuter the Army of the United States, .. 1089 the enemy passing} - - 1183

De Grushe, Mr., rope-maker, recommendation of, - 1129 No person to pass without a permit, - 1184
Tar to be delivered to, -

_
1381 Nothing hinders the enemy crossing, but the want

De Haas, Colonel John D., field-officer for the day of boat,. - - 1186
at Ticonderoga, - 532 General Washington be]jeves it is the design of the

State cfRegiment of, - .. 744 enemy to ford, above Trenton, . .. 1201
BattaJion o~ to embark for Fort George, .. 877 The enemy stiJi kept <Itbay on the east side of, - 1213
Colonel Wayne will not serve under, - - 10iJi A number of boats at Tinnicum, to facilitate the
Return of Regiment of,

_ _ . - .. 1122 passage of General Lee against, - 1216
De Hart, Major, field~officer for the day at Ticonde- Orders of \Vashington for guarding the pa~sage of, 1217

I'oga, 530, 875 General SuJlivan intends to cross at EastoJJ this
General Washington has received a letter from Gen- night, ~ 1233

erJ11Lee by, ~ 1216 General Sullivan and General Gates have crossed, ~ 1246
De Hart, ~oJonel WiJliam, leHer from} to General EtTort!';of Lord CornwaJlis to obtain boats to cross, 1317

Washington, ~ ,- 1449 The enemy can and willcross in spite of any oppo-
Deha\'en & Co., payments to~ hy Pennsylvania Coon- sition, - 1361

cil of Safety, - - - ~ 187,190,192,199 The first strong frost will form a natura] bridge O\'cr, 1377
De HoJtzendorf, agreement of, with Silas Deane, to Enemy driven from-see Trenton.

enter the Army of the United States, . 1089 General Washington aboutto attempt a second pas-
De Huff) Henry, member of Lancaster Committee, ~ 810, sage over, 1447,1461,1463

854, 869, 1257 Resolution of Congress respecting boats on, - ..1596
De Kalb,1 Baron John, an important aequisition to the Delawares, meeting of, at Fort PLtt, - ~ .. - 600

UnItedStat.es,.- . - - ~ - - . 884 WouldnoLlistento the advice of the King of Great
Agreement oJI \~Hh Silas Deane, .. . ..1089) 1090 : Britain, - - - - - - - 1403,1404
D('spatchcs of SJ!a~ Deane furwarded by, - - 1179

1

Speech deJivered to, in Congress, - - - 1600
De la Colombe, agreement of, with Silas Deane, to Dt::Iazeene, Mr., assistant to Colonel Pallissier} Engi-

enter the Army o[the United States, -
~ 1090 net:r, ~ - - .. .. .. - ~ 529
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Delegates, House of, Maryland, mode of choosing)
House o~ Maryland, powers of, - - . .
To Continental tJongress, from Maryland, mode of

choosing, - 168
Of Assembly of 1\1aryland, to hold no other office

of profit, -
_

- - - - - 169,170

In Maryland AssembJy, qualifications of voters for, 171
]i'rom Maryland to Continental Congress, appoint-

ment of,
_

- 179
(See Credential..).

De Lendaw, Lieutenant, Hessian, wounded, - . 1057
Dele~ser, agreement of, with Silas Deane, to enter the

Army of the United States, - 1090
Delson, Captain Abraham, Return afCompany of, - 503
Dehvood, Miles, declaration of, - 815
DemauroYt Vicomte, convention between, and Silas

Deane, - - - - - - - 886, 1089
De Meresquelles, Monsieur, to be employed by Massa-

chusetts for giving directions for casting cannon, 425
Deming) Pawning, appointed Em;ign, Couuecticut," 459
Democracy, a pure, will not do when the State abounds

with rascaJs, .. - 826
De Mantis, agreement of, with Silas Deane, to enter

the Army of the United Slates, .. 1089
Dems) Captain Fretrick, letter from, to l\iaryland

CouncilofSaret}', - -
1330

Denef, Thomas, -memorial of, to Continental Con-
gress, .. R69

Memorial of, referred to Board of 'V
ar, .. .. 1583

Deniston, Captain J ohu, of ship Clarendon, an ex-
change of, to be proposed, - 1208

Denning, William, one of the Commissloners for
adjusting the accounts of the Army," 353,787,811

Dennis) Isaac, an account of, paid by Congress, .. 1558
Dennis, Johnj authorized to clear out vessels, - - 135
Dennis, Joseph, Commander of privateer Fair Lady,.. 380
Dennis, Captain Patrick, payment to, on account of

obstruction in the East River, - - 300

To deliver certain stores to Lieutenant Bicker, 347) 355
Dennis, Richard, on Salt Committee) Pennsylvania,. 198
Dennisonl Lieutenant William, . 219
Denniston, George, recommended by General James

Clinton for an Ensign, . 1102
Denny, Samuel) elected Captain of Virginia Artillery, 1594
Denover, John, highway robber, apprehension of, - 200
Dent, Brigadier-General, of Flying-Camp, resignation

~- ~
Dent, John, member of Maryhmd Convention, - 83

Leave of absence from Convention, 95, 127
Letter from, to Maryland Couneil of Safety, .. - 613

])eot, George, Judge of Ejection, Charles County,
Maryland, . 173

Dent, Warreo, Judge of Election, Char]es County,
Maryland, - 173

De Peyster, Abraham, employed to transcribe the
journals of New-York Congress) .. 206

De Peyster,l\fro, information of the enemy by, . .. 1381
Depositions, relative to Rev. John Scott~ . 91

Against Isaac Colton) - 91
Against \-Vi1liamB. Townsend and others, - 91
To be taken reJative to election in Anne Arundel

County, -
OfJohn House to be taken, relati\'e to Potowmack

Ferry, - 140
OfJohn Bane, - . 430
OfJohn Shaw, - - 430
OfJohn Robinson, - 431
Of Daniel Suj]ivan, - 432
Of Samuel Allen, respecting Tories, . 583
Of Captain Peabody, respecting Tories, - 584
Of Augustus Odell, respecting Tories, .. - 586
Of Stephen Kitchen, respecting Tories) .. 586
Of Olirer Johnson and others, .. 1063
Of Samum Young and others, respecting conduct

of the Britisb Army, .. 1233
Depreciation, of bills of credit) State and ContinentaJ,

Act of Mas~achusetts to prevent) .. 1066
InNew-Hampshire,- - - - 1223
Of ContinentaJ currency, threatens total ruin to the

American cause, _
1334

DiscQuragesNew-Hampshirefrom further'emissions, 1453
Depredations, complaint against Captain Ford of com-

mitting, - - 1061
On Elizabeth Islands, -

_
1222

Of the British in New-Jersey, - 1188, 1376
De Queshe, Mr;,. to assist in rigging the ships at

PonghkeepSle, - - 370
De Rau, Lieutenant, Hessian, wounded, - .. 1056
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165 Derby, Captain, member of a Conrt-Martial, - - 1346
166 Derby, Earl of, speech in House of Lords on Address

to the King, -
_ _

- - - - 967
Derby, Elias Hasket, certificate of, in favour of Robert

Gragg,
_

-
_

- - - - - 395
Derby, Richardl Jun.) sundries to be sent to, for brigan-

tineMassachl1setts,. - 377
To discharge schooner DiJigent,

_

~ 384
To discharge sloop Machias Liberty, - .. - 3R7
Order to, respecting prize brig Henry and Ann, - 409
Memorial ot: respecting the conduct of 1\1r. Littl~

4
"
7and others,

'"On Committee on exchang~ of prisoners) - 441
Deronde,Jacob,appointedCaptain in Colonel Nichol's

Rerriment . - - - 266

De Roo~. Lieu'tenant-Colone], has char3'e of batteaus
to Fishl<ill, - 310

De Roseval) Phi lis, agreement of, with Silas Deane, to
enter the Army of the United States, - - - 1089

De Rousseau, agreement of Silas Deane with, - 887
De Roussie, Lieutenant-Colonel Regnier, order:'~ to,

from General Schuy]er, .. 658
Letter to, from New-York Convention, - - 703
Orders of General Heath lO, .. - 742
Account of ammunition delivered to, .. .. 742
Detaehment of, ordered to King's Ferry, ~ 751
General Heath to direct Ihe mode ofemploying,.. 779
10 the Jerseys wjth a detachment, - 781
Detachmenl of, ordered to join General George

Clinton, - - 1124
De Roth, agreement of, with Silas Deane, to enter the

Army of the Ullited States, - 1089
Derree, J 0) Co]onel of Tenth Battalion of Lancaster

Militia, - .. 673
DefLInder) Captain, Company of, at Peekskill, - ~ 503

Return of Company of, .. 791
At Fort Independence, .. 792

De Saussure, Mr., member of South~Carolina Assem-
bly-

On Committee on Privileges and Elections, ~

On Committee to revise Militia Law, ..
On Committee on petition of John Berwick,
On Committee to wait on the President,
On Committee on state of the Treasury,
On Committee to provide guard upon Bloody Point,
On CommiUee for providing piJot for Beaufort)
On Committee to w~it on Legislative Counci],

Deserters, resolve of Massachusetts relative to appre-
hending) ~ ~ 409

Fromtheenemy, - 520
Reward offered for apprehending, - 596
From Rogersls Rangers, examination of, - 823
From the fleet, Go\'ernour Cooke will assist in ap-

prehending, - 900
From the fleet, application of Commodore Hopkins

to Governour Cooke for, - 1078
Orders to Colonel Bellows to arrest, ,~ 1211
Three, from Rogers's Regiment sent to General

Wooster,- - 1251
Peter Harris, ~ 1263
Congress request General Washington to punish,

in the most exemplar)' maDner, - - 1564
Desertion, scanda]ous prevalence of, in the Army, ~ 493

Lieutenant Adams acquitted of the charge of, .. 700
William Bantly found gnilty of, - 769
Among Pennsylvania troops in great numbers, ~ 920

Deshon, Captain John, drafts in favour of, ~ 704, 1500
Appointed Commissaryto the Militia marching to

New-London) - .. - - - - ~ 1103
Deshon, Richard, appointed Captain, Connect.icut, .. 458
De SonneviJlel agreement of Silas Deane with, - 887, 1089
Despatches, of General Washington) )ost by an express, 464

Intercepted by the enemy, - 829, 830, 833, 895, 896
From General Howe, arrival o~ in England, ~ . 1269
Of General Washington, 10st, measures by Congress

respecting,
- 1577

Devandorph, Henry, recommended for an appointment
in the new arrangement) - - 1129

Devens) Richard, Chairman of Committee for supply-
ing wood, 375

Letters to, from WiJliam Thompson, -1163, 1178,1196
Flour forwarded to) by WilJiam Pynchon, J un" .. 1253
Letter to, from William Pynchon, Jun., 1523

De Vernejoul, Captain, with General Lee when taken
prisoner, .. ~ 1232

Devoe, Levy) sent prisoner to ExeterJNew-Hampshire, 469
De Vrigny) agreement of, with Silas Deane, to enter

the Army of the United States, - 1089, 1090

3
18
26
35
41
38
47
67

95
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De Westerhagen, Captajn, Hessian, wounded ~ ~ 1056 Dimon, David, appojnted Major, Connecticut, - .. 458
Dewey, Captain Stephen, certificate of, to the character At Albany) .. .. .. .. .. . .. 861

of Gile$ Gaylord, .. .. - - - .. 1137 Dimuik, Joseph, letter froID, to Massachusetts Council, 1393
De Wittl Andrew, letter from, Tead in New-York Dire, Lieutenant, member of a Court-Martial, -

.. 1494

Convention, .. 214 Disaffectedj in South-Carolina, report ou.petition of
Letter from, to New.. Yark Convention, .. 214 Robert Pearis, .. 56

De Witt, Colonel Charles, member New-York Con- Imprisonment of, in Soutb-CaroJina, 67
vention, Ulster County, .. .. 206 Resolutions respecling, confined at Georgetown,

Motion in New-York Convention by, .. .. 208 South-Carolina, ~ .. .. 81
On Committee on abuses in sale of tea, - 208 Resolutions respecting, confined at Cheraws, 81
On Committee on state of Ulster County, - 215 Rev. John Scan, Maryland, - 96
On Committee on increasing facilities of communi- Maryland, Francis Sanders:on, .. 125

cation,
_

- 217 Difficulties caused by, in Dutchess County, New-
On Committee on letter of General James Clinton, 221 York, .. 205.
Letter to, from Johannes Slight, - - 229 Isaac Ketchem, and others, New-York; .. 212
On Committee to proceed to King's Bridge, ... - 249 Another Company recommended for suppres-sion oft
Petition of Isaac And Israel Youngs referred to, .. 274 in Dutchess County, .. 231
Petition of William Forbes referred to, - - 283 Lower part of Albany County infested with, - - 231
Requested immediately to meet with the Committe~ Ricltard Speight, Ora-nge County, New-York, .. 233

of Arrangement, .. .. .. .. - - 307 Numerous and troublesome; in the Manor of Liv-
Business of arra.ngingand recruiting the Army de.. ingston, -

.. 241.
Iayed by absence of, -

..
- -

.. 309 Captain Underhill, Westchester County, New-York, 242
On Committee for detecting Conspiracies, - 467 Arms taken from, New-York, - 244.
Letter to, from General McDougall, - 558 In New-York, disposition of guns taken from, - 259
At Committee of Arrangement, - 948, 957, 958, 959 Albany County crowded with, - 266
Letter to, from Levi De Witt, 1157 Petitions of William Watkins and others, read in

De Wit, Jacob, appointed First Lieutenant, Connee- New-York Committee of Safety, - 269
ticut, .. 458 Westchest€T County, examination of the principal,

De Witt, Captain Jacob Rutzen, muster-roU of, de- sent to New- Yark Committee of Safety, - - 275
livered in to New-York Committee of Safety, - 259 To be removed from New-York to Exeter, New-

Remaining half of bounty due to Company of, paid Hampshire, - 276
to, - - 261 In New-York, vigorous mea'8ures necessary to sup-

Accounts o~ presented for payment, - 323 press, - 280
Payment of subsistence and pay-rolls of, - 327 Petition of William Forbes to New-York Commit-
Company of Rangers of, to march, - - 366 tee of Safety, - - 283
Company of Rangers of Ulster County, under tbe (See Conspiracies, Committee en, New~ York.)

commandof. - - - - - .. .. 1126 Namesof a numberof, in AlbanyCounty,New-
De "Vitt, Jierck, 'recommended ror Lieutenant, - - 1494 York, 289J 562
De Witt, Heater, letter from, to New-YorkConvention, 1367 New.York, reported to be about to march 'under the
De Witt, Levi, letter fromj to Colonel Charles De di!:!guiseof Militia, .. .. 296

Witt, - 1157 Account of MajorAbeel forapprehending, on Long-
De Wurmbl Lieulenant, Hessian, wounded,.. .. 1057 Island,.. - 342
Dexter, John, Second Lieutenant of privateerHawke, 424 In New-Jersey, arranging to receive the enemy, .. 601
'I)exter, John, member of the Council of War of Daily increasing in Pennsylvania,.. .. 812

Rhode-Island, - - 1208 New-York, Colonel William Bayard and Joshna
Dexter, Samuel, letter from, to the Clerk of the House Barnes, - .. 1030

of Representatives of Massachusetts, - .. .. 758 About fifty taken by General Heath at Hackensack, 1234

Deye, Thomas Cockey, member of Maryland Conven- Matthew McHugh, Pennsylvani<l, - - .. .. 1241

tion, 83 General Washington should have power to punish, 1342
On Committee to revise Journals for the press, - 116 Two sent by Major Johnson to General Clinton, - 1378

Dick, Archibald, payment to, - - 183 Some among, who stood foremost in the opposition
Dickerson, Anthony, mariner, - 422 while fortune smiled, - 1419
DickinsonlJohn, de]egate in Congress from Delaware, Disney, Captain James, deposition o~ to be taken,

one ofthe signers of the letter to the Committee relative to election in Anne Arundel County, . 95
of Chester County, Pennsylvania, .. 463 Disney, Captain, appoinled Captain of Marines on

Note found on the servant of General Dickinson, board the Virginia, - - 826
appearing to be in the handwriting ot: - 1255 Doan, Elisha} senior Lieutenant of privateer Oliver

Remarks' of General Washington on the note said Crom well, .. 378
to be written by, ~ 1294 Dobbs, Major, number of musket-oartridgeaand flints

Remark of Cresar Rodney respecting, - . 1370 delivered to, - .. 679
Credentials of, - - 1596 Dobbs, William, letter from, to New-York Convention, 1381

Dickinson, Colonel John, arms delivered to, - 189 Dobbs's Ferry, the enemy at, - .. 304
Dickinson, Dr. John, Connecticut, appointed to em- General Greene thinks the enemy willhavedifficulty

ploy nailmakers, - .. - - 453 in crossi-ng at, - .. .. - - - . 618
On Committee for procuring arms, .. 454 General Greene is sure the enemy cannot land at,- 630
An Examiner of Surgeon~, - .. 455 Enemy still at, - .. 630
Drat\ in favour o~ - 1500 Five hundred men posted at, .. 635

Dickinson, Mr., motions by, in Maryland Convention, 161 Enemy removed from, towards King's Bridge, - 674
Leave of absence from Convention, - 180 Landing of the enemy below, 779,780,789,794,820

Dickinson, Brigadier~General Philemon, Mrs. Antill Dobie, John,- seaman, found on a privateer, - 491
permittedto go to New-Yorkby, - 1168 Dochambault,Monsieur,Canadianprisoner,payment.

Orders of General Washington to, - 1184 to, for his allowance, - 1564
Copy of a note found on the servant of, - 1255 Doctors, in the Army, want of fidelity, honour, and
Remarks of General Washington on the note written humanity in, ~ .. 1418

to, - .. 1294 Dad,Timothy,to be releasedfromconfinement, .. 1606
Letter from, to General Washington) - ..1343 Dod, William, has leave to visit and converse with his

Dickinson, Thomas) Bermuda) certifies to memorial of brother in presence orthe gaoler, - - - 1598
John Noble Taylor, - - 910 Dodge, Captain, Judge-Advocate of a Court-Martial, 1494

Dickison, Captain, First Virginia Regiment, Return Dodge, William, mariner, .. 422
of Company of, - 515 Dogharty, LientenantJ.mes, appointed Captain of the

Dictator, appointment of, recommended to Pennsy]va- South-Carolina brigantine Comet, 27
nia Assembly, - - 1107 Declines accepting command of brigantine Comet, 41

Diligent, armed schooner, petition for cannon taken Dole, James, charged with disaffection, - 289,562
in, - - 376 Dollar, Lieutenant, assistant to Colone.1 Baldwin,

Resolve fordischarge of, from the serviceof Massa- Engineer, . 529
chL1setls,- - 384

1

Dolphin, Maryland schooner, supplied with sundry
Petition of officer~ of, - 398 ne~essaries by Van Bibber & Harrison, .. .. 819
Resoh'ere]ativeto rollsof. .. 410 Dolson,Captain,ReturnofCompanyOff- .. - 791
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Dolson, Captain Abraham, cashiered by a Court.Mar- Dow, Elijah, payment to, for work, - - 189
tial, - 1097 Downer, Doctor, - 667

Donaldson, Arthur, payments to, by Pennsylvania Downer, Eliphalet, payment to, for losses at Lexing-
CooocilofSafety, - - - . . 182,196 too or BookerHill,- . 408

Donaldson, Captain, sailed with lumber, - - 204 Dowse, Nathaniel, master of privateer Rising States, 897
Donaldson, Thomas, and others, petition of, to Mas- DOJle, Captain, ejght hundred dollars advanced to, ~ 1595

sachusetts General Court, - 397 Dragon, sloop, memorial of owners of, to Continental
Done, Robert, authorized to clear out vessels, - - 135 Congress, - 747

Judge of Election, Worcester County, Maryland, - 174 Dragoons, General Howe desires remounts and addiw
Donelson, J ahu, Maryland, - 597 tional horses for, to be Sent out early, 927
Doning, William, Third Pennsylvania Battalion, es- Drake, Colonel Gilbert, member of New-York Con-

capedfromNew-York~w - - - - 934 veution,WestchesterCounty, - - 201
Donnel, Nathaniel, on Salt Committee, Pennsylvania, 198 On Committee on increasing facilities of communi-
Donnell, Second Lieutenant Nathaniel, appointed cation, - w 217

First Lieutenant, Pennsylvania Artillery, - - 875 On Committee on letters of Gerard Bancker and
Donnellan, Thomas, to sign Continental biBs of,credit, 1613 Comfort Sands, - 301
Donop, Colonel, British, at the hattle of \Vhite-P1ains, 923 Requested to attend the Committee of Safety with-
Donnop, Count, retreated towards South-Amboy, - 1462 out delay, .. 304
Doolittle, Isaac, Inspector of Fire-arms, Connecticut, 454 On Uommittee on Jetter of Hugh Hughes, - .. 337
Doramme, Ensign, took three- horses below the en- On Committee on Westchester expedition, .. - 374

emy'slines,.. .. - .. .. .. - 905 Drake,EnsignJoshua,resigns. 8~5,873
Dorche!:iter County, Maryland, delegates rrom. in Con- Drake, Colonel Samuel, a commission issued to, to

vention, - 85 replace his former position taken by the enemy. 213
Gun Manufactory in! .. 88 Commissions issued to officers o~ . 271
Depositions against sundry persons in, - ... .. 91 Payment for medical attendance on troops of, .. 272
Petition of Castle.Haven Company of Militia in, .. 108 Return ofRegiment of, - 499
Two slaves convicted of murder by the Court of, .. 117 Commissary to furnish list of arms I &c., delivered
Committee to inquire into disorders in, - 128 to Regiment of,

_
860

Divi3ion of, - .. 161 Quartermaster to furnish list of tents, &c.: de]ivered
Judges of Election for, to introduce the new Go,- to Regiment of,

- 860
erument, w - 174 Has left Haverstraw with his Regiment, .. 1059

Letter from Committe-e of! to Council of Safety. .. 695 Draper, Abijah, receipt of. for intrenching lools, . 1285
Dorchester Heights, defeneele-ss state of the cannon Drayton. William Henry, not permitted to qualify as a

and barrac!!:s at, .. - - .. ..1033, 1105 member of South-Carolina Assembly, 27
Dorchester Point. account of lumber, &.c.,furnished to Elected Chief Justice ofSouth~Carolina, 28

forts at, .. .. 477 Drew, Henry, petition of, to South-CaroJinaAssembly, 49
DorJon, Captain John, Colonel Humfre-y's Regiment. 219 Report on petition of, ~ - .. -

_
56

Dormond, Richard, employed to procure wagons, . 202 Drew. John, in Second New-Hampshire Batta]jon,
_

646
))or.rance, David, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, .. 460 Drew, WiIJiam, added to Committee for altering sloop
Dorset, extracts from Minutes of CoO\'ention held at. Freedom. .. 385

read in New-York Convention, - - 373 Drinkwater, Joseph, First Lieotenant of privateer Sat..
Dorset County, Maryland, disturbances in, for want of isfaction, .. 445

salt, .. 786 Driver, Mat.) letter from, to Maryland Council of
Suggested that Committee of, make inquiry con.. Safety,

-
..

-
.. .

_
.. w 1068

eerning certain Indians said to be in Maryland, - 916 Druchenbrode. Andrew, thirty shillings paid to the
Dorsey, Captain, First Pennsylvania Regimenl; Return family of, . - - .. - - ..1257

of Company of, - .. - - - - 1122 Drummond,Captain, Aid-de-Camp to General Clinton.
Dorl'!ey, Captain Ba.sil, Maryland, - 1307 sent to England with an account of the occupa..
Dorsey,Ely,appointedFirstLieutenantof theThird tionof Rhode-Island. .. - - - .. 1145

Independent Company of ReguJanl, Maryland, - 114 Drums, payment by Pennsy]vania Council of Safety
Dorsey, Dr. John, appointed Surgeon to Colonel for, - .. - .. _

193
Ewing's Battalion, .. 92 Drury, Francis, petition of, to Maryland Convention,

Dorsey, Larkin, appointed Second Lieutenant of Artil. fOTreparatjon,
-

_
117

lery, Maryland, w 158 Drury, John. Jun., petition o~ to Maryland
Com'en-Dorsey, Samuel, Jun.,leHer from, to Maryland COU[}- tion. w 117

cil of Safety, - - 1094 Drury, John, Sen., petition of, to Maryland Conven..
Dorsey. Thomas, Judge of Election in Anne Arundel tion, .. 117

Coooty, Maryl,od, - 95, 173 Dry Good" arrival of, from Fraace, - . 512
DOt'sius, John, letter to, from Marine Committee, - 739 Arrival of several vessels with. at Hampton, Virginia, 902
Dory. Captain, .. 507 Duane, James, member of New-York Convention, _

201Doty, Lieutenant Da.vid, recommendation of, - - 703 On Committee on letter from General SchuyJerand
Doty, Elias, prisoner at Exeter, has leave to return to others, - - - .. - .. .. .. 205

New..York, - 1454 Added to Committee on the Constitation, w
_

.206
Daughty, Daniel, Tory, committed to prison in Exeter, On Committee on Jetter from delegates in Congress, 216

New-Hampshire, .. 6S7 On Committee to settle the price of pork, .. _
220Daughty, George, TorYJ committed to prison in Exe- On Committee on application of Nicholas BayardJ 221

ter, - 687 Member of New. York Committee of Safety, _
230Daughty, Timothy, Tory, committed~to pri80n in Ex- On Commiuee to secure certain powder. .. 243, 244

eter, .. 687 On Committee to examine certain muster-rolls,
- 2~8Dougherty. Bernard, payment to, for a Company of On Committee to proceed to Albany and Ticonde-

Rangers, ..
- 198 roga, _

248Doughty, Captain, Joseph Trumbull desires money to On Committee to cooperate with General Schuy-
be seot to himby, . - 1202 ler,. - - - - -

_ _
260,561

Douglass, Colonel, Return of Regiment of, - 499, 709, 831 Requested to prepare to attend COllO'ress, .. 286
Return of killed, taken, or missing, in Regiment o~ 727 On Committee on letters of Mr. Yancey and Mr.

Douglas, Commodore, arrival of, at England, ~ w 1134 Trumbull,
w 299

Douglas, J., Commandant of General Salton stall's On Committee on letters of Gerard Bancker and
Brigade. w

- 721 Comfort Sands, _
301Douglass, Johnt appointed Captain in Eleventh Penn- On Committee on letter of General Heath, _ _
317sylvania Regiment, - - 188 Letter from Colonel Hardenbergh referred to, 322

Douglass, John, appointed Lieutenant of an Artilleu To report answer to letters of General Heath, 323,32.5
Company, - 1596 OnCommitteeon obstructingHudson'sRiver, _

326Douglass, John, appojnted Colonel, Connecticut, - 458 On Committee to write to Colonel Trumbull respect-
Douglas, (alias Ruggles,) Nathaniel, to be confined in iug salt,,, w .. . w

- .. _
342Jail, .. 469 On Committee to devise ordinance for securing the

Douglass, Richarrl, appointed Ensign, Connecticut,.. 460 estates of Refugees,
- - -

_ _
.. 347

Douglass, WilJiam, ap-pointed Colonel, Connecticut, 458 On Committee to prepare drafts of letters to Gen-
Douglass, William, lost his arm in the service, - .. 540 era1 Washington and General Heath, _

351

"



1687

Dunne, James-Confinued.
On Committee on letter from John Gibson, ~

- 353
On Committee on application of Mr. L'Hommediel1, 356
To prepare draft of a Jetter to the Committee of

Salem, - - 364
On Committee on request of Mrs. Inglis,

- 365
Card to, from Mr. ElIiot~ brought from New- Yark

by a flag, .
- 368

Letter to, from Phil. Livingston, brought from New~
York by a flag,

- 368
Motion in New- Yark Convention by, M R 245
To prepare draft of a Jetter, -

M 561
Draft of a letter to General Schuyler prepared by, - 565
Letter to, from Mrs. Margaret Inglis, - - 898
Letter to, from John Lansing, Jun., - 936
l\fember of Committee of Arrangement, 948, 957, 958
Letter from, to Robert Harpur, - 1042
Letter to, fmm Robert Yates, .1101, 1421
Letter to] from James Cu)'ler, - 1129
Letter to, from Rev. Charles Inglis, ~ 1154
Letter to, from Philip J. LivingstOn, - 1156
Letter to, from Mr. Elliot, - - 1156

Du Bois, Colone] Lewis, omitted in the new arrange-
ment ~ 312

Recom~endation to rajse a new Battalion for, - 313
Congress requested to grant permission to raise a

Battalion for, - - - - - - 318, 1069
Conr:rress authorize a Battalion to be raised in New-

Y~rkfor, - - . - - - - 366
Not successfuJ in the impressment of teams) - 486
Recommended by General George Clintonl - 487) 768
List of officers of Regiment of, who served in Can-

ada,
- 949

Officers of, on the new arrangement, - - 960
Requested to attend General Clinton on an expedi-

tion, - 1127
Recommendation of officers for Regiment of~ - 1173
Letter to, from Albert Pawling, - - 1236
General Washington approves raising a fifth Battal-

ion, to be commanded by, - 1245
Letter to, from General James Clinton, - 13]9
Letter to, from Captain Rosecrans) - 1319
Secret Committee have directed a number of volun-

teers to be raised under the command of, - - 1349
Dubourg, Dr., character of, by 1\1. De Gaia.ult,

- - 1162
Duboys, James, recommended for a Captain, - - 767
Dubuys~ont Le Chevalier) agreement of, with Silas

Deane, to enter the Army of the United States, - 1089
Duck, ten bolts of, ordered for brigantine Massachu-

setts,
- 377

Duckett: John, signer of bi!Js of credit, :Maryland, - 176
Du Coudray, Monsieur General) indefatigabJe in the

senice of America, - . 539
Despatches of Silas Deane waiting to be forwarded

by, - - 609
Extraordinary exertions of, entitle him to much from

the United State., - - 884
Agreement of, enclosed in a letter of Silas Deane

to Committee of Secret Correspondence, - - 1089
Despatches of Silas Deane forwarded by, - 1179

Dudley, David, Third, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, 460
Dudley, Gilbert) appointed First Lieutenant) Connec-

ticut, w 458
Dudley, Moses, Jr.) appointed Second Lieutenant,

Connecticut, w
_

459 IDue], between Colonel vVhite and Captain Varick pre-
vente<J -

_
785

Offer by Captain FauntJeroy (0 Calone] Stainton of
fifty pounds to exchange a baJi with him,

-
w 1068

Duer, William, member of New-York Convention)
Charlotte CountYI . 201

Letter to) from Tench Tilghman, read in Conven-
tion, 228, 230

On Committee for new arrangement of officers, - 248,
948, 957, 958, 959

Superintendent for building barracks, ~ - 302
On Committee to act in conjunction with General

George Clinton, _
362, 1126

Letter from, to General Gates, - 373, 1128
1\1otiOll8in NE;w-York Convention by, 242,248,261,326
On Committee for detecting conspiracies,

_
467

Letter to, from Generall\1iffiin, -
_

4~6
Letter to, from Tench TjJghmanJ - 486, 576, 589
Letter to, from Gcrard Bandier, .

_
524 ~

At a CoullciJ of War: - 664,751
Letter to, from General George C]inton,

_

683
Letter to, from Henry Wisner)

_

932
Letter to~ from Ni1;ho]as Quackenbush, w

_

1030 ,

INDEX. 1688
Duer, William-Continued.

Letter from, to New-Hcuupshire Assemb]y, ~
_

1075
Letter to, from Jacob Cuyler, _

1221
On a secret Committee, - ]263, ]301
Letter to, from Jonathan Pollard, - - 1466

Duerson, Captain Johs. V., his wbole Company, except
his Lieutenant and bimsel~ Tories!

- w 205
Duffell, Captain Joseph, lVlary]and:

-
_

888
Dugan, Colonel Jeremiah, payment to, for sundr}' sup.

plies to the Army in Canada, - -
_ w 1580

Dugan, Cumberland, letter frum, to lVIaI'yland Coun-
cil of Safety, - 597, 775

Dukes County, Massachusetts, reso!v~ for adjournioO'
the Inferior Court in) w

- - - ':: 396
Dull, Christian, pa.yment to, for dieting Flying-Camp

men, . 201
Dull, Sergeant Abraham, appointed an Ensign in the

Second Pennsvlvania Battalion, - -
_

531
Dumas, C. W. F., ielter tu, from Arthur Lee, -

_
692

Letters to, from Silas Deane, - 693, 1196
Dumont, Egbert, ordered peremptorily to comply with

an order of the New- York Committee of Safety, - 279
Dunbar, Captain) of the ship John, an exc~ange of: to

be proposed, - - - w _ _ _
1208

Dunbar, Major, exchangoed, passes requested fOf, to
go from New-York to Can<!da,

-
_

1463
Dun, Abraham, gone to join the Ministeria] Army,

account of the effects left by, - . - - 1101
Duncan, Captain, of the Live Oak) death of, _

537
Duncan) John: letter from, to Governour TrumbuH, _

1451
Duncan, Stewart, payment to) for wood,

- -
_

187
Dundas, Thomas) payment to, on account of fortificflw

tions erecting at BiHingsport, - 184, 189
Dundass, James, assistant superintendent and pay-

master for the works at Bi[lingsport, .
-

_
199Dungan, Captain Thomas, payment to, _
186

Dunham, Azariah, memorial of, referred by Congress
to Pennsylvania Council of Safety.

-
_

1568
Dunham, Elisha, witness on trial of IVIajorAustin, ~ 655
Dunham, .LVIr.,Assistant-Commissary GeneraJ, Penn-

syl\'ania CounciJ of Safety requested to supp]y
with salt, - - - - - -

_
1570

Dunkers, aHowed to affirm, Maryland, . 146

Dunk's Ferry, attention of Genera] Washington called
to, -

_
1135

Commodore Seymour ordered to detach one of his
galleys to, _

1152
Nixon's Regiment to continue at, _

118.-5
Colonel Nixon posted at, with the Third Battalion

of Pbiladelpbia, _
1201

Unsuccessful attempt to cross at) - -
_

1441, 1486
Dunlap, John, payment ~o) for cartridge paper, &c.:. 198
Dunlap, John, worthy of the utmost confidence, _

820Dunlap, John, petition of, referred to Board of1Var) . 1572
Dunlap, John, payment to) for printing) - -

_
1593

Dunmore, Doctor, on Committee to appoint Captains
and Subalterns for three Battalions) - -

_
414

Dunmore, Lord, sloop from fleet of, drified ashore; 91194, 128
Efforts to get reeruits for fleet of,

-' -
_

.mJ
Losses suffered by inhabitants ofSt, George's Island

from fleet under, . 117
Disposition by Maryland Convention of the vessels

floated ashore from fleet of, _

122
Report of Committee on condition of captures from

fleet of, - - - - - -
_ _

508
Said that he js to take command of a fleet to the

southward, 697
Sailed for England, 751, 931
Virginia taking every precaution to give him a

proper reception,
~ 914

Dunn, Abner, appointed Ensign,
876Dunn, Lieutenant, Navy, recommendN by Robert

Morris, - - - - - - _
1427

Dunning, Lieutenant Jacob: sick, w .
791

Has not received his commission, _
1450Dunning, Mr., speech 0(, in the House of Commons

on revisal of Acts of Parliament, _

1008
Mentioned in a letter of Arthur Lee,

-
_

1368
Dunscomb, Lieutenant Edward, taken prisoner, ~ 723
Dunscomh, James, provision made by New~York Con-

\'ention, for family of, _ _

Dunscombe, Mr., member of N ew- Yark Convention
On Committee on schooner Putnam, _ _ ~
On Committee to sett]e the price of pork,
On Committee on application of Nicholas
Member of Committee of Safety, _

On Committee on cJothing troops,
On Committee on salting porkl _

212
201
203
220

Bayard, 221
230, 250

230

- 237
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Dunscombe, Mr.-Coniinu~d.

I

Eagle, Ensign, British, killed, - - - - - 1056
Clothing resolutions of Congress referred to, 248 Eagleson, Mr., taken prisoner by Captain Eddy, ~ 1435

On Committee on petition of Alexander Stewart, - 322 Ealy, Captain, member of a Court-Martial, - - 1346
On Committee on accounts of l\bjor Abee., - 342 i Eames,.John, released by a Court-Martial for want of
On Committee to supply back inhabitants with salt, 359 eVHJence - - - - - - - 1515
On 'Coml'nittee on memorial of Colone] Hawthorne, 359 Earl, William: master of the sloop Providence, - - 738

Durand, Levi, member of South-Carolina Assemb!y, - I Earle, Mr., master of the Alfred) leave to go to PhiJa-
Seat of, in the Assembly, contested, 3 delphia, -

~ 6
9
08
6Not admitted to a seat, 8 Earle, Joseph, delegate in Maryland COIwention,

Durkee, Benjamin, appointed Second Lieutenant, On Committee to prepare instructions for Recmiting
Conne"cticut,

_
- 459 Sergeants, - 135

Durkee, Captain Robert, - - - - - 1281 :Motions by, in Maryland Convention, - 140, 142, 156
Durkee, Colone], Return of Regiment of, . 663, 1035, 1401 Leave of absence from Convention, - 164

Number of regiment of, at and near Newark, fit for EarH, David, - - 1456
duty,

_ _
- - -

.
- ~ - 822 Earll, George, ~ 1456

Durkee, John, appointed Colonel, Connecticut, - 458 East Ri,'er, 6\'e hundred pounus paid on account of
Durkee, John, J un" appointed Ensign, Connecticut, 460 obstructing, - 300
Durkee, Thomas, Selectman of Hanover, - - - 1225 Eastburn, Robert, payment to, for attending delivery
Durliri, Captain, - 258 of salt, - - 185
Dusenberry, John, permitted to visit home on parole, 703 Directions to, for distribution of salt, - 186
Du Simitiere, p, E., payment to, for designing, making Easter, ship, taken prize by the Cabot, - 422

and drawincr a medal for Genera] \Vashington, - 1593 Eastern-Shore, Maryland, Battalion raiS(~don, for F]y-
Dutch, seem disposed to retard and clog the Ameri- ing-Camp,

cans, - 1197 Robert Campbell, Adjutant of Battalion of, -
Newspapers, Committee on Foreign Affairs desire John Hindman appointed Surgeon to the Battalion

to have - - 1328 of, - 89
Dutcher, C~ptain Ruluff, Return of Company of Four persons elected from, on the Council of Safety, 164, Lio-ht-Horseof - . - - - 497 A Treasurer to be appointed for, M - 166

Lett:'r fr6m, to N~w- York Convention, ~ 1171 Six Senators to be elected from, - - 167
Secret Commit~e have directed a numberofvolun~ To be one Register of the Land Office fOf, ~ - 171

teers to be raised under the command of, - - 1349 General Court to sit on, - 172
Dutchess County, New-York, difficulties of raising a Nothing in the Constitution of the State affecting,

detachment in, - 205 to be altered without a vote of two-thirds of the
Order for raising a detachment in, . 205 Assembly, - 172
Wood to be purchased in, for the Army, - 208 Bills of Credit to be delivered to Treasurer of, - 176
Account of ban and flints delivered to, - - 213 Salary of Treasurer of, - - 176
Militia Company detaehed from, (0 the Highland!;, 213 Bond to be given by Treasurer of, - 177
Increase of subsistenee allowed to Companies of William Hindman, Treasurer of, ~ - 181

Guards in, - 214 Eastern States-see Jtew-England.
IVrilitiaof, to assist in repairing post-road, - ~27 I

Easton, General Sullivan intends to cross the Dela-
No precept to be issued in, until a new Govern- ware at, this night, - - 1233

ment is formed, - 228 Letter from Lord Stirling at, - 1246
Another Company of guards recommended for sup- Sick removed to, - 1258

pression of disaffected persons in) - 231 Eayers, Captain Josh., directions of General Heath to, 1109
Company to be raised inJ - 232 Eccle, Adam, payment to, 1569

Committee to purchase dothing in, for the troops, 233 Eddy, Captain Jonathan, letter from, to Massachusetts
One hundred pounds advanced for purchasing Assembly, ~ 626

clothing in, - 255 Letter from, to Committee of Machias, - 627
ImpreSltnentofhorses, wagons, &e., in! authorized, 264 Letter from, to Captain SmithJ - 627
Committee of, to send carpenters and masons to Summons of, for the surrender of Fort Cumberland, 786

Fishkill, - - 265 Answer of Colonel Gorham to summons of, - 786
Memorial ofvViHiam Neal, referred to County Com- Cumberland County Committee desire aid fOf, - 881

mittee of, . 282 List of Indians present in the expedition of, against
Draft proposed to be made from l\filitia of, to buUd Fort CumberlandJ - - - . - - 1269

barracks, - 286 Sloop taken by, - 1305
Poor to be sent to, - 308 Account of expedition of, - 1435
Pay-roll of Captain Seribner's Company raised in, Colonel's commission given ta, by Mas~mchusetts, - 1502

exhibited for payment! - 354 Edelen, Christopher, member of Maryland Convention, 83
Poor to be removed from Connecticut into, - - 361 On Committee to report list of prisoners, 94
All the prisoners in the jaiJ in, to be sent to Exeter, 469 On Committee to inquire into state of Frederick Jai], 96
Letter to Committee of, from Committee of Safety, 489 And others, letter from, to Maryland Council Df
Return of Colonel Humphrey's Regiment of Militia Safety, -

_
836

of. - - 823 Chairman of Frederick County Committee, ~ 1288
Mili~iaof, to march to North-Castle, - 1348 Edgell, Captain, member of a Court.Martial, - 520

Duvall, Gabriel, appointed Clerk of (he Marj'land Edget, Lieutenant Stephen, Colonel Graham's Regi-
Convention, - 83 ment, 219

Duvall,Stephen, South-Carolina, - 1540 Edminston, Major, a half-pay officer;di8atfectedJ 562
Dwight, Simeon, letter from, to Massachusetts Coun- Edmiston, William, letter from, to General Gates, - 879

ciI, - - 737 Edmondson, PoUard, member of Maryland Convention, 84
Letter to from Committee of Mendon, - - 737 Leave of absence from Convention, 97, 122

Dyckman, Benjamin, payment to, for going express, 282 Edmondson, Samuel, signer of bills of credit, l\fary-
Dyckman, Sampson, messenger to New-York Com- land, ~ - - ~ - - - - 176

mittce of Safety, - 309 Edwards, Mr., member of South-Carolina AssembJy-
Dyer, Eliphalet! declines appointment as a delegate On Committee on Privjleges and Elections, - - 3

to Congress, ~ - 475 On Committee on President's l\fessage, - 5J 27 54
Member of Connecticut Couneit of Safety, M - 511, On Committee to examine Treasury Accounts, _ J

20
550,593, 665,799,862,899,907, 1102, 1112 On Committee for organizing Navy-Board,

- 21
On Committee to go to Providence, - 1389 On Committee to receive applications for command

Dyer, Major, near Head-Quarters, - - 1265 of brig Comet, - 21
Dyreks, Jacob Gerard! appointed Captain in the Con- On Committee on empJoying slaves on the publick

tinental service, - 1.59 works, 40

E. On Committee on general amnesty, - 48
On Committee to revise the Constitution, 61

Eagle, privateer, Massachusetts, BarziJla-i Smith, com- On Committee on petition of Thomas Lamar, 7.5
missioned, - 390 On Committ.ee to wait on the President, 21, 27,31 48

Men belonging to the Continental fleet taken out of, 491 On Committee to wait on Legislative Couneil,
,

67
Complaint of Cllptain Field or, against Captain Edwards, Nathaniel, appointed Second Lieutenant,

Jones, - 608 Connecticut,- . 459

89
89
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Edwards, Pjerpont, 5!Jpplied with cannop, by CQn-
necticut, .. 511

Edwards, Thomas, payment to, for victlla1ling troops, 1600
Edwards, Timothy, arms and ammunition sent to care

or - - 412
Eels, Edward, appointed Captain, Connecticut, .. 458
Eels, Jeremiah Beard, appointed Ensign, Connectjcut, 460
}:ffingham, Lord, a nephew o~ taken prisoner, .. .. 1266
Egburt, Abraham, \Vit~ess op: trial of Cateb GreeD, .. 1421
EIchelberger, Barnet, Maryland, .. 1147
Eisenlord, Captain John, recommended in the new

~xrf\n,gement," .. .. 798, 814
Elden, William, parole violated by, -273
~lder, Captain, a company of vO]~.lDteerscommanded. by, - - - - - - - - - 1448
Elderkin, Colon.ej, Dot in suitable CirCUl115t!JPcesto

march to Rhode-Island in the present emergency, 1141
Elderkin, Jedediah, I~,ember of Conpecticut Council

of Safety, - 965, 1221
To fit out the sbip Oliver CrQmwell, - 704
To inquire into a report resp,ecting C~ptaip Kenedy, 704

Elderkin, Joshua, advance to, for pllrcha8e of clothing, 704
~Iderkjn, Vine, appointed Captai?, Conr.ecticut, . 458
Eldri~ge, WiIli,am, petition of, .. - . . . f19
ElectIOns) leave or absence to members of South-Gar":

olina Assemblv to attend,.
Committee o~ in Maryland Convention,
In Kent Coumy, MaryJand, fore;ibly pr~veI1ted,
To be held in Kent County, Marylanq, . -
In Prince George's County, Ma,rylundJ declared

void, 86
In Lower di8trict of Frederi~k County dE;ch'r~d void, 86
Reports on, i~ M~ryla~d Convention, . 84,

94, 95, 99, 101, 107
~n Worcester County, l't'Iaryland, declared voi4, - 87
Pe.tition for a new, in Kel!t County, l\iaryland,. re-

Jected,
for Queen Anne's County, ~.ary]and, declared void,
To be held in Caroline COljuty, to flJl ~ vacancy, .
Petition for a new, in Anne Arun~el CountYI
New, to be heM in Anne Arun4eJ County, ~
4.ddition to Committee of; in Maryland ConyentiQQ,
Freedom of, asserted in Maryland D~clar~t~9nl of

Rights, - - - - - 144
R~gulations for, in Maryland, . 165
To be held II) Maryla~d, tQ iqtroduce the, new Gov-

ernment, - . 173
Oath of Judges and Clerks of, Maryla'1d, - 174
~e80lution for preserving purity of, in New~Haa:n.p-

shire, -. - - - - - - - 1224
Electors, of the: Senat~, Ma..yl<l~d-

:ray of, - 164
Mode of proceeding, - - 167
Qualificationsof voters for, ~ .. 171

Eliot, Simeon, tobacconist, Boston, - -142:311453
Eliot, Thomas, soldier, deserted, - 475
~lizabeth, sloop, certain goods out of, allowed to

ThomasLodlow,Jnn., - - - 420
Elizabeth, vessel, Captain Sangier, arrived at St. Pierre,

Martinique, frem Ch.arle~town, -
. ..

- 819
Elizabeth, brig, Captain Pa]mer, arrived from Mar~

sailles, - 1253
Elizabeth, schooner, Captain Bartlettl chartered by

Massachusetts Board of War for a voyage to the
So nth, - 1267

Elizabeth Islands, depredations on, - - 1222
EIi~abeth~Town, New-Jer.st:!Y, Independent Compa-

nies or Maryland to proceed to, 87
Siek in bospital at, - 463
Tbe enemy at, - 919, 1039
Several thousand of the ene~y landing at, - - 1235
Intelligenee hy Joho Halstead from, - - 1316
Fi,'e or six hundred Waldeckers at, - 1449

Ellen, schooner, to sail from Boston for Maryland or
Pennsylvania, . - 1252

EHery, WilJia~, delegate in Congress from Rhode..
Island, on Committee of clothing,.

_
248

Letter to, from Commodore Hopkine, .. - 608
Member of Marine Committee, ~ - -

] 148
Letters from, to Govemour Cooke, 1148, 1416, 1506
Added to Committee for better regulating the Trea-

sury Board,
- 1610

Elliot, Aaron, lot of pig-iron sold to, by Connecticut
Cooncil of Safety, - - - - - - 511

Elliott, Benjamin, on Committee on petition of\\riJliam
Hart, - . - - - - - - 24

On Committee OQpetition of John Berwick, 26
Elliot, Colonel, Return of Regiment of, - . 1035, 1401

INDEX. 1692

Elliot, Sir GilbertI active against the liberties of Ame-
rica, - 1205

Elliot, Mr., card from, to Mr. Duane, brought froijl
New-York by a flag, - 368

Letter froml to James Duane, - 1156
Elliot, Thomas, Maryland, - 1147
Ellis, Josiah, petition of, - - - - - 419
Ellis, Tbomas, Tory, taken by a scouting party, - 932
Ellison, Thomas~ of New- Windsor, - ..1280
Elmendorf, John, appointed agent for collecting

boats, 339, 341
Directions fori - 358
Declines to accept trust of procuring boats, . - 359
LeUer from, read in New-York Convention,.. - 360
Leller tal from ;New-York Committee of Safety, . 1031
Letter from, to New-York Committee of SafetY, - 1062

Elmer, Jonathan, delegate in Congress from New~
Jersey, cred~nlials of, - 1597

Elmore, Colonel, number of men in Regiment ofl - 292
Gone with the chief part of his Regiment to rort

8cbuyler, - 571
Committee ofNew-Yo~k Convention, stranger~ tOJ 578
General Schuyler to make such arrangement in

Regim~nt of, as he thinks proper, - 614
Commandant ofFort Schllyl-er,speech of an Oneida

Cbief to, - 754
Occupjes the posts on the Mohawk's Rh'er, - - 1301
Mosl of the men in lhe Regiment of,wpuJdreengag~

for the war, - - - - - - - 1496
CommissiQns to be sent for Regiment (If, - 1568

Elmslie, J abn, paj"ment to, for turner's work,-
_

198
Eltinger, Solomon, disaffected, sent to Exeter, - 470
Elven!1orp, Captain John, Return of Clothing de-

livered into lhe store of,. -
. .. . 1-409

E1y, Christo.phel', appointed Captain, Connectic.ut,
- 458

Ely, L.ieutenanlMCoJoneJ, Return of Regiment o~ . 499
88 Ely, John, ap.po,int~d Major, Connecticut, - 458
88 Embargo, Governo!lr of Maryland empowered to laYI
89 iQ tbe recess ofth~ Assembly, - . - - 169
95 AutllOrized to be laid in Connectjcut, - - 450
95 Proclamalion of Governpur Trumbull for layingJ .. 592
95 Gen~ral Lee recommends to lay on pr.ivateersl ., 872

Laict by the Committee at Providence, . - 1114
Massachusetts reque~t8 CqnnectJcut to lay, on aU

outward-bound ve~sels, . 1133
In New-Hampshire,- - 1163,1178
On bee~ pork, and Lacon, recommended to CODtj.

nental Congress by Virginia, ~ . 1271
Laid by Congres:; on sa,lted pro,1iisions and ~er

necessflries, . 14;~O,1617
(See Exportation.)

Embez.zlement, of provisions, orders for prevenli~g,
(note,) - - . - - - - - 1587

Emigr~lion, from Europe to America. will be immense
on the establishment of independence, . 1020

Emistqn, Major, charged with dis~ffection, .. 289
Emerson, Nathaniel, agreement of, with Colonel Bald-

win, - 1249
Emery, Capta1n, arrival of, from BiJboa, - . 1211
Emmerick, Captain, recamiD,endedby General Howe

for the command of a corp:sof GermanChasseurs, 1345
Engineers-

Of Fort Montg9mery, Mr. Machin, .. 340
De Meresquelles, French, - . 425
Colonel Baldwin, 529
Colonel Palljssier, - 529
French, Washington informed tha.t ODe of eminence

is at :rhiiadelpbia, - - 1138
AntlJonie Felix Wiebert.. commission of, 1180
General Washington urges the establishment of ~

corps of, - - 1310, 13]2
Engineers, Assislant-

Caprain Patterson, .. 529
Mr, DeJazeene, . .. 529
Major Vermanet, 533
Captain De la Marquise, - 533
Lieutenant Samuel Lockwood, ... - 1578

England, remarks on the character of the people of, - 1046
Letters written in, - - - -1227 1269 1306
Resolutions for removal of subjects of, fro~ Vir-'

ginia, - 1287
Order in Council,

_
1306

Arthur Lee has long despaired of even a strugg]e
for liberty in, - - - - - - - 1$68

The Monareh of, sullen and unrelenting, - - 1395
Englaod, Church of-see Churchof England.
Engle, Jacob, directed to provide learns to remove

stores from Philadelphia, - - 201

62
83
85
85
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English Neighbourhood; a scouting parly sent 10 bover
on the enemy's quarters near, - - 1109

Prisoners and a:tms taken at, ~ 1344-, 1347
English officers, extracts ofletters from, .. 840, 855, 1059
English Order Books, fuund at Trenton and Prince-

ton,extractsfrom, - .. - .. - - 1188
Engrossers, act of Connecticut to prevent, - 450.

Nathan Stedman to be proceeded with according
to the law against, ~ .._ - .. - - 705

Ennalls, John, member of Maryland Convention, 84
Leave of absence from Conventiou, - 128

Ennalls, Jo~ph, Jun., member of Maryland Conveb-
tion, 84

Leave of absence (roomConvention, 102, 125
Ennalls, Q~ S. Bartholomew, Judge of Ejection, Dor-

chester County, Maryland, .. 174
Ennis, James, payment to; for ~iding express," .. 185
Epaminondas, Address o~ t6 the People of Penns'yl..

vania,
Epinie'rs, Augustin Fram;ois des, agreement O'f,with

Silas Deane) to enter Army af the United SratesJ 1090
Eppes; Lieutenant..Col-one1, First Virginia Regiment;

sick, - 516
Epple, Second Lieutenant Henry, appointed First

Lieutertant, - 876
Erskine, Sir' William, Quatermaster-GeneralJ at Gene~

ral Howe's Head~Quarters, ~ 858
At the battle of Wbite-Plaius, - 922
Appointed Quartermaster-General, -

~ 1055
Favourab!e notice of, hy Geueral Howe, - 1317

Erwin) Captain, information by, .. .. .. ~ 1359
Erwin, Lieutenant, leave of absence fram Re'giment,- 878
Erwin, Rabert, WagoJ)master~General, money ad-

vancedto, - - - - - - 1582,1594
Escape, af Abraham Hait, from Springfield jail, - 609

Of Major Freneh,from Hartford jail, - - 731, 1452
Of Abraham C. Cuyler, late Mayor of Albany, - 1544

Esmay, Sergeant Thamas, informatian by, respecting
Taries,. - - - - - .. - 569Esapus, return of c!athing sent to', by Peter T. Cur..
tenius,. .. .. ~ .. .. - .. 1409

Esapus Creek, twO'new frigates hauled intO', far safety, 1335'
Esapus Lan-ding, New..;York, wood to be purchased

at, fot th" Army, - 208
Essex Caunt)', Massachusetts, resalve for a.djourning

the Superior Court for, - 418
Order to the Sheritf of, . 439
Militia from, to aid of Rhode-Island, - 1210

Essex Caunty, New-Jersey) Address to Inhabitants of, 629
Militia O'f,'ardered to join General Washington, - 869
Many persans in, whO' bore the character of warm

Whigs) have been foremost in seeking protectian
from General Howe, - 1120

Esther, ship, taken by the Cabot, - 637
Eswick, Mr., Waganmaster, .. - 1309
Europe) a war in, inevitable, - - - - 1051, 1397

All the Powers o~ preparing for war, - - 1118
Resignatian of the Prime Minister of Spain- will ac-

celerate a TUpture in) - 1179
The politicks af, in a state of trembling hesitatian, - 1504

Eustace, Jahn S., Aid-de-Camp to' General Lee, letter
fram, to' General Sullivan, - 768

Eustis, Dr. William, Surgeon of the General HO'spjtaJ
at Norwalk, letter from, to' General Heath, - 1161

Evans, Daniel, payment to, for pitching axes, - - 197
Evans, Capt<tin Gearge, of Bermuda, permitted to' dis-

pase afhis cargo)
- 376

Evans, James) Judge af Election, Cecil County, Mary-
land, - 173

Evans, John, Mllry~and) depasitians against, 91
Report of Commiuee on conduct of, - ] 08
TO' give bond for his gaod behaviour, .. _

110
Evans, John, delegate in CO'ngress from Delaware,

credentials o~ - - 1596
Evans, Lieutenant; sent by General Gates to get intel~

ligenee, . 607, 641
Evans, William, payment to, far blankets, - 188

On Committee for relief af families of Associators, 778
Eveleigh, Nicholas) member of South-Carolina As-

sembly," ~ .. - .. - .. .
On Cammittee to' revise Militia law,
On Cammittee on the memorial of St. Philips,
Letter fram Robert Morris introducing, to' Conti~

nental agent3, - .. 1485
Evelyn, Captain, British, mortally waunded, .. 922, 1055
Evens, Stephen, an Committee from New-Hampshire

to repair to Ticonderoga,- -- ~ .. 646
E\'eritt, John, British, Recruitjng Orders of, - 1379

II'tDEX. 1694'

Evidence', n6 pers'on to be compeJled to give, against
himself, in Maryland,

.. - 145
Ewing, Calonel Arthur, arders of General Washing..;

to.i to, - 1295
Ewing, Brigadier-General, appas'ed to officers of other

Re'giments inlisting before the- Pennsylvania Regi-
menttJ get arders, - 556

Retr~at of Brigade of, from Fort Le~, -,- - 789
Arrival of Brigade af, at Aquackenack Britlge, ,,- 790
Return of Brigade of, - - - - 822, 1035, 1401
Orders of General Washingtan to, - 1184
Pasted to' guard the passage of the Delaware RLver, 1201
Hindered by the ice- fram crossing th'e Delaware,

1443, 1444
Ewing, Patrick, mem~er af Maryland CbIiv'enfion, ~ 83

On Cammittee an Manufactures, ~ 99
Mation by, in Convention, ~ .. 174
Leave of absence from Convention, - 109

917 Ewiug, Colonel Thomas, Battalion of, for FJyiug-Camp,
Marylaud, 92

Examin'ation, af s'e'veral ptisa'nets-by Genera.l George
Clinton- - - - - . _ _ 822

Of two prisoners escaped froin New- York,
- - 934

Exchange, of prisoners, General Washingtan desires,
as soan as possible, - - - - .. 699, 741

Of Hessians, General Washington desired to nego-
tiate, as soan as possible, - - 705

Prisaners to be callected for,
'..

762, 763, 778
Prisaners to' be conected at Lancaster far, - 810
Prisaners to be sent to Fart Lee far; 762, 763, 778, 810
Allen McDonald claims benefit of, - 811
Prisoners to be sent to Brunswick for, -

_
820

Letter fr~m GeneralWashington to Colonel Atlee
respectIng, ~ 888

Letter from General Washington to' Colonel Milesrespecting) - w .. _ _
.

_ _
838

Proposed by Lord Howe to Governour Trumbull,. 846
Repart of Cammittee on propositian by Lord Howe

to Gavernour Trumbull for, .. ..
_ _

846
At Huntington Bay, cartel settled for, -

. -. - 907
Prisaners at Lancaster to be ardered as fast as P()S~

sible to the Jerseys far~ _
917

General Washingtoll sends a number of prisO'ners
intO' New-York far, ..

_
1028

General Howe complains of the delay of, - - 1055
Of Gavemonr Franklin, order of Congress .for, coun-

termanded, - 1069
Prisoners an their way far, nat to' pass through the

Army, _
1070

A number of British prisoners sent to' Black-Ishmdfor,. - 1087
Arrival af a number of prisoners in Baston on their

way for, -
_

1088
Of Governour Franklin, GeneralWashingtan has

despatched a messenger to countermand, - - 1095
Agreed upou by Rhode-Island,

- 1104
Letters from General Washington to' General Howe

resp.etiug, 1187, 1257, 1474
General Howe mast heartily wishes for, - 1193
Of prisaners taken in certain prize ships, Nathaniel

Shaw instructed to negotiate, -
_ 1207

or prisoners in Cannecticut, Massachusetts wishes
to knaw upan what terms it is to be made, - 1210

Has not been sa generalIy complied with as Gene-
ral Hawe had reason to expect,

,"
1279

Remarks of General Wasbingtan respecting, -1339, 1341
Letter from General Washington to MassachuseUs

and New-Hampshire respecting, ~ 1362
Of foreign traops in the pay of Great Britain, Gen-

eral Washingtan has leave to' negatiate, ~ 1572
Executive Departments, ratation in, one of the best

securities of permanent freedam,
_

145
Exeter, England, letter from Samuel Curwen at, ~ 1306
Exeter, New-Hampshire, disaffected persans to be

removed fram New-Yark to,
- 276

Orders to Captain Fanda for conducting prisoners
to .

_
466

List 'af prisoners sent to, from New-York,
- 468

All the prisaners in the jails of Dutchess and West.
chester Counties, New-York, sent to

_
469

Prisoners to be sent from Albany County to, 469
Prisoners taken under Majar Rogers to be sent to, 470
Dispositian of prisoners sent to, from New-York, _

687
One hundred Taries on their way to, (note,) _

756
Great uneasinc3s amang prisoners sent from New-

York to, -
_

1454
Experiment, Britishship, in expedition against Rhade.-

Island, -
_

1176

1
18
28
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Fauconberg, Earl, .speech of, in House of Lords, on
Address to the King, _ - 963

Faulkner, Captain, left Boston, - 1412
FauntJeroy, Captain J ohu, Maryland, fined by a Court-

Martial,- - .. . .. .. .. - 1068
Fay, Dr., on Committee to \Vjndsor, - 945
Feairly, Lieutenant, witness on trial of Lieutenant

Horton, - - - - - - - - 1085
Fears, John, left sick on board the cartel, . - 507
Feathers, John, to be confined in jail, .. 469
Febiger, Christian, appointed Lieutenant.Colonel of

a Virginia Battalion, .. 695
Fees, Chancellor and Judge, IVraryland, ought not to

receivc,- .. 145
Fellows, Gustavus, and others, petition of, to l\fassa-

chusetts General Court, . - 387
Fellows, Brigadier-General John, Return of Brigade

of, - 499, 709, 831
Brigade of, ordered to Croton's Ferry, ~

- 559
Return of kiJled, missing, and taken, in Brigade of, 72,5
Certificate of GjJes Gaylord subs.cribed before,

_

1137
Fell's Point, powder belonging to Maryland Council

of Safety put in a warehouse at) w - 668
Felony, Robert Cowe]] and Nicholas Reilly under

sentence of death for) - ~ - - - 114
Felt, Samuel, Jun., appointed Second Lieutenant,

F. Connecticut,
-

_
458

Fairbank, OJi,,'er,payment to, for services at Lexington, 436 Felt Hats, Committee to purchase, in New-York, for
Fairchi]d, Captain,- on Committee for procuring arms, 454 the troops,

_
233

Fairfax County, Virginia, letter froID, read in Congress, 1559

1

FeJtham, Lieutenant, liberty granted to, . - 1422
Fairfield, Connecticut, letter from New-York Commit- Fenner, Captain, member ofa Court<Martial, - - 496

tee of Safety to commanding officer of, 239
1

Fenwick, Edward, petition of, to South-Carolina As-
Prisoner forwarded by Committee of, - - 594 sembly, - 18
Prisoners in gaol at, - 1281 Report on petition of, - 22Fair-Lady, privateer, 1VIassachIJsefts,Joseph Dennis Action on petition of, - 29

commander, commissioned, - 380 Fenwick, Ignatius, member of Maryland Convention,
Falcon, man-of-war) in Delaware Bay, . 1254 for St. Mary's County, 83

Captain Linzie, - - 1371 Leave of absence from Convention, 97, 175
Falconer, Captain, hearer of a letter from Commodore Ferdinand, Prince, SHas Deane suggests that he be

Hopl;:ins to Marine Committee, - 849 engaged to take the lead of the American Army, 1089
Falconer, Captain Ralph, of Fifth Virginia Battalion, 1569 Fergusone, Captain, (Britisb,) commendation of, - 818
Falkner, Captaint member of a Court-Martial, - - 700 Fering, Israel, and others, petition of, to Massachu~
Falmouth, Massachusetts, resolve on petition of the setts Council, -

_
416

First Parish
0"

~ 386 Fernald, Captain Tobias, to do the duty of Major in
Flour delivered to forces stationed at, - ~ 388 Colonel Phinney's Regiment,.

- -
_

530
Petition of a number of Militia of, - - 402 Ferree, JOhll, Colonel of Tenth Batta]ion of Lancas-
Remission of taxes on inh<lbitants of, -

~ 408 ter County Militia, -
_

837
Resolve for taking care of utensils left by the sea~ Ferree, Joseph, order on, for salt for the Army, ~ 187

coast forces at, - 446 Order on, for saltpetre, - . - - ~ 194
Fanner, John, member of the Council of War, of Ferry, between South-Carolina and Georgia, proceed-

Rhode.fshnd, -
. 1208 ings in South-Carolina Assembly relative to, 32, 38

Fanning. Charles, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, ~ 460 Importance of, bp.ing well provided with boats} 51
Fanning, Colonel, Secretary of Governour Tryon, to Keepers of, who neglect their duties, to be prose-

raise five hundred men) . 1405 cuted,
Fanning, Second Lieutenant Thomas, taken prisoner Over the Patowmack River, inquiry relative to, by

on Long-Island, - 715 l\1aryland Convention, - - - - - 129
Fantile, Lieutenant, sick, - 791 Patowmacli, Committee to take deposition relatire
Fanuiel, Mr.) petition and plan of, sent by Massachu- to -

_
140

setts Council to General Washington, . 940 Field, Captain, of the privateer Eagle, 491
l\fassachusetts Assembly recommend plan of, 1044" 1045 Complaint of, against Captain J. P. Jones,.

_
608

Intends setting out for Philadelphia in a few days, 1356 An action brought against, ~
_

1282
Bearer of a letter from Genera] Ward to Congress, 1393 Field, John, of New-Jersey~ bill of, for assisting in
And others, petition from, read in Congress, - - 1612 removing people and effects from Long~Island,

_
1]95

Farley, Brigadier, on Committee to appoint Captains Letter from, to New-York Convention, ~ 1381
and Subalterns for three Battalions, . - 414 Account of, paid, 1407

Farley, Nathaniel, and others, petition of, to Massa. Field, Colonel John, of Dutchess County, New-York,
chusetts Court, ~ 380 appointed to repair a road, _

227Farmer, Captain, information by, ~ 1359 Letter from, read in New-York CommiUee of
Farmer, on the present state of affairsin America, - 517 Safety, -

_
231Farmsworth) Mr., Bennington, . 1237 Appointed Mustermaster of the Company to be

Farnsworth, Jonas, resolve on the petition of, - 398 raised in Dutchess County, - - . . 232
Payment of the account of,. - . - - 446 Declines superintending repair of roads in the

Farr, Thomas, Paymaster of MilitiaJ South-CaroJina, 29, 82 I Highlands) . 264
Farrah, Robert, petition of, - 438 Detachment from Regiment of, to repair roads, 315
Farrar, Captain, member of a Court-lHartial) ~ 520 Field, Joseph, appointed Lieutenant of a Company to
Farwell, Isaac, appointed Second Lieutenant in Second be rai'scd in DutchesiS County, - - -

_
232

New-Hampshire Battalion, - 646 Field cannOIl, brass, order of l\1aryJand Convention
Fascines, a number of, to be made for Fort TrumbuH, 1222 for importation of,.

- - - - ~ 116
Fassett, A., tried and convicted by a Court-Martial,

- 528 Finch, Ensign T., ten men inlisted by,
- ~ 342

Fasset, Captain Jonathan, tried and convicted by a. Fines, for what i.mposrd in I\.Iarylan.d Convention, _
87

Court.Martial, - ~ 528 Of Thomas WIJson, for not emollJng in the Militia 91
Fassett, Captain John, tried and convicted by a Court- Fire, of [he Americans directed with a better aim tha~

Martial, - - 528 that of the British, -'
_

1395
Fast, proclamation for, noticed by Mr. Burke in House Fire, experiments to be made by l\'lr. Romans for de~

of Commons, - ~ 1013 stroying distant objects by, _

194
A day of, recommended by Congress, - - 1164, 1604 Orders, in case of an alarm of, in Philadelphia, _

1214
Committee to prepare resolutions recommending a Fire-rafts, paj'ment by Pennsylvania Council of Safety

day of, ~ 1602 for iron work OU, .. 193, 197

Exportation, permitted by Congress, - - 11, 1565
To Great Brita.in) measures of Maryland Convention

to prevent, - - - -. - 110
Of produce, by Maryland Convention, - - 116
Of produce from Maryland to the .West-Indies for

warUke stores, countermanded, - 133
Of arms and ammunition out of England prohibited, 773
Of flaxseed, New-YQrk Committee of Safety recom-

mendprohibitionof, - - - - - 783
Of staves and other lumber,restrictions ant removed

by Congress, - - 1619
(See Emb<rrgo.)

Ex post facto laws, not to be made in Maryland, - 144
Express, payment hy Penmylvania Council of Safety

to, - - 185, 188, 191, 192, 193, 194, 198, 199,200
Twelve kepl in readiness at Philadelphia, - - 187
Recommended to be established between Fishkill

and Albany, - 291
Idlin,u on the road !lnd showing his despatches, - 1028
Com;ittee of InteJligence directed to establish, ~ 1595

Eyre, Benjamin, shipright, memorial of, to Continen-
tal Congress) - -. - - -

~
- 748

Report on petition of, referred to Board of Treasury, 1561
Payment to, - - - ~ ~ . ~ 1569

Eyres, Captain Richard, blankets delivered to, - - 190

80



1697 INDEX. 1698

Fire-ship, payment by Pennsylvania Council of Safety r

l
Fjtzhugl1, '\VilJiam, member of Mal'j'1and Convention, 83

for model of, - - 193 On Committee on resolutions of Congress, - 94, 116
Firmen, Cf)]onel, witness on trial of Colonel Graham, 488 On Committee of Elections, 95
Fischer, Adam~ member of Maryland Comention, ii-om On Committee to revise Journals for the press1 - 116

Frederick County, - 83 1\[otions by, in Convention, - - ~ 89,90, 106, 112,
Leave of absence frum Convention, 88,109, ]26 114,117,118,134,139,144,160,164
And others, letter from, to Maryland Council of Leave of absence from Convention, 97

Safety, - 836 Fitz.:;immons, Thomas, arbitrator in the case of the
Fish, Captain John, corn mander of Massachusetts brig sloops Dragon and lVIolly, - 748

Tyrannicide, orders to, for a cruise, - .. 404 Flag, of American privateers, - - 637
Fish, Major, recommended for a commission - 301,522 Amerie-an, flies current every day at St. Eustatiu,.. 759

Brjgade-:Major of General Scott's Brigade, - 723 American, ports of Spain and France open to, - 1088
Recommended as Major to Colonel Livingston's Hessian, taken at Trenton, description of, - 1507

Regiment, 834 Fla\7 of Truce-
Sent to New-York with a flag, .. 1351 :Letters brought from New-York with a, 368,370
Letter [roln, to General Heath, - 1380 Lieutenant Evan;3 sent with, to Canada, - 641
Not permitted to go on shore at New-York, - - 1464 Colonel Wigglesworth sent with, to General CarJe~

Fishboum, Captain, .. 1358 ton, .. 771
:Fisherj Henry, letter from, to Pennsylvania Council of RNurn of Colonel Wigglesworth with, - 796, 874

Safety, - 1181 Orders of General Philips: British, relative to, - 798
Robert l\lorris will send a letter to, for Captain At New-London from New-Y ol'k~ - 846

Hammond, - 1332 At New-Haven, -
~ 1077

Information forwarded to Pennsylvania CounciJ of To Connecticut, surmise of J. Trumbull, Jr., on ob-
Safetyby, - - - - - - 1357,1359 jeotof, - - 1086

Fisher, Jabez, member l\fassachuseus Council, 439,733 Permitted to proceed as far as Verplanck's Point, - 1123,
Fisher) J ;'Jmes~commissioner to purchase salt, South- . . 1125~ 1153

Carolina, 31 Report on application of persons brought by, - 1204
Fisher, Ricbard, and others, letter from, to l\I<lssachu- AJlusion to Genera] Phi]ips's orders respecting, - 1266

setts Council, - - 1177 IVlajur Fish sent to New-York with, - 1351
Fi.:;heries, of New~Foundlal1d, Silas Deane recom- To be sent to General Howe to inquire respeeting

l11elJdsa nav:ll enterprise against1 - 867, 1051 treatment of Genera] Lee) -1368, 1607
Resolution of Congress respecting, - .. ~ 1617 For New-York with Mr. Inglis and otherR, - - 1380

:fishkilI, New-York Convention in session at, - - 201 From General 1'Vashington to Genera] Howe, - 1473
Joseph Read and others, late of'Vestc.hester County, FJax, bounty on manufac.ture of, in South~Carolina,

- 69
sent to, under guard, - - - - - 230, Resolve relating to manufacture C>f,111New~York,

- 251
An the Rangers of UJster County immediately to FJaxseed, New- York Committee of Safety recommend

repair to, - - 238 to Congress to prohibit the exportation of, 332, 783
Rev. Chauncey Graham ordered to remme from the Clause respecting, in letter from New~York Com-

academy near, -
~ 244 mittee of Safety to Continental Congress, oblite-

Academy near) to be forthwith put in a proper state rated, - 362
for the reception of troops, ~ 244 Letters brought by a flagfromNew.York respecting

Complaint of Mr. Graham in consequence of order purchase of, - 368
for removal out of academy near, - 250 Fleet, British, sailing up the Sound as a feint, - - 363

Commissary appointed to provide for troops at, - 250 Preparing to sail from New- York, - - 840
Report of Committee on removal of Mr. Graham Prep<lritlg at New-York, destination unknowIl, - 854

from academy Hear, - 254 In Long-h]and Sound~ intelligence of, 1086! 1087! 1096
Two bushels of salt deJivered for troops at, - - 255 In the Sound, letter from Governour TrumlmH to
Resolve for establishincr post-riders from, to Head- General 1'Vashington respecting, - 1103

Quarters, - ': ~ - . - - 258 A!arm at New-London from the appearance of, - 1104
Box ofcaL.tridgesto be sent to, - - 261 EIJtrance of, into the harbour of Newport, - . 1131
Carpenters and masons wanted at, w 205 Rhode-Island taken by-see Rhode-Island.
Committee to devise plan of keeping up regular Fleet, Pennsylvania,paymentforsundries furnished to, 187

communication bet\veen Albany and, . 278 To renden'olls for review) - - 183
Order to supply coopers at, with provisions, - . 279 Committee to rerise and fix the pay of,- - 192
Dr. Graham aUowedto remajn in the academy near) Payment for hand-cuffs, &c.) fo1',- - 193

till further order, - 279 Payment for sundries ror, - 194
Report of CommiUee on communication between Fleming, Colone], orders of, to Ninth Virginia Regi-

Albany and, - 285 ment, _ ]093
Express recommended to be established between Letter to, from Robert Morris, - 1439

AJbanyand, - 291 Regiment of, on its march to the Eastern-Shore, - 1458
Barracks for lwo tbnnsand men to be erected at, - 302 Fleming, Jolin, payment to, for purchasing woolens
Paymenf of u? account for conveying two prisoners for Pennsylvania) - 198

from NorwIch to, - - - - - ~ 303 FJeming, Captain John, First Virginia Regiment,
Sick troops to occupy academy at,

-
a 361, 1085 Return of Company of, - - - -

_
515

Major Terboss to take charge of hides at, - - 371 Commanding Officer of the Regiment, -
~ 516

A safe repository for military stores wanted at, - 768 Fletcherj Captain Thomas, payment to, for inlisting
Dr. .McKnight directed to repair to, - - - 1060 Indians, - ~ 400
Academy at: recommended for a hospital, - 1060 Fleurimont, Monsieur~ Canadi<tu prisoner, payment
Landing, Continental stores wa~ting at, 1098 to~ for his atlowance, ... 1564
Pass for Lady Johnson to go to, - - 1158 Flints, payment Ly Pennsy]vania Council of Safety.
Rev. Charles Inglis, and olhers, not permitted to for - - 189

go to, - 1169 An a~count of~ clelivered by Peter T. Curtenius to
Pass for Mrs. Bruce to go to, - - - - 1174 several Counties in New-York, - ~ 213
Hint of the enemy intending an expedition to! 1254, 1298 Distrivuted to inhabitants of Papaconek and neigh.
Return of sundries sent to: by order of New~York buuring Indians, w - - - - ~ 214

Conventjon~ - 1410 Furnished by New-York Convention to Cumberland
Letter from General Arnold at, - 1466

1

and Gloucester Counties, ~
_

226
Fi~k, Captaju, tender taken by, 421 Nine casks of, imported in the Hancock &;.Adams,
Fj~k, Mr., on Committee for sendjng saltpetre to the 746, 1571

Powder.i\1ills, - 428 Order of l\fassachusetts Board of'Var to Messrs.
}'itch, Andrew, appointed Fir5t Lieut.) Connecticut, 458 Penet &. Son for,

- 1065
Fitch, Lieutenant Jabez, prisoner, John Rapalje to Flint-stone, a fine vein of) discovered upon l\fount

supply, with cash, - - 704 Independence,
_

876
Taken prj~oner on Long-Island, - - 715 Floatiucr Battery Putnam, river Delaware. - ~ 190

Fjtch, Cotonel J oho, order for powder delivered to, - 511 HandocufI"sto be provided for, ... -
_

190
Fitch, Thomas, on Committee for arrest of suspected

I

Payment for sundrjes for, - - - 192, 198) 201
persons, -

..
- - ~ 449 Florida, East, armed ~'esseJs commissioned by, to

Fitzgf3rald,Captain, British, wounded, 1056 cruise against the UlJitedStates, - .. ~ 2G
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Flour, exportation of, by Maryland Convention) .. 116
Appointment of fnspectors of, in New- Yark, - 239
Committee to procure, for the Army, in Westchester

County! .. .. 264
Albany Committee requests assistance of Conven-

tion to forward) for the Northern Army,.. .. 265
Difficulty of procuring, in New-York, arises from a

want of water, .. - 268
CoJonel Van Cortlandt's mills to be kept at work

niaht and day in making, for the Army, .. 269
Lett~r from Colonel Livingston relative to, read in

New-York Committee of Safety, .. 275
l\leans of procuring, for the Army, .. 276
Amount of, at Ticonderoga, .. 289
Auent appointed to obtain, for the Army, .. - 297
N~rthern Army supplied with, sufficient for fiftydap) 310
Letter from Albany Commiltee re]ath'e to abuse in

weight of, read in N{:w~York Committee of Safety, 364
Delivery of, to sea-coast men at MarbleheadJ~ . 384
Delivered to WiJljam Frost, Commissary, - 388
Ordered by Connecticut for General Gates, - - 453
Forwarded from Schenectady by H. G]en, - - 474
To be sent to Pine's Bridge, - 486
On its wa.y to General Gates in great quantities, - 490
Rise of price o~

_ . 510

"\-Vantof means of transporting, - - 523
Commiuee of Bennington requested to state what

amount they can suppJy, - - 525
Estimate of, at different stations, - - 570,591
LoudJy calJed for by General Washington for the

Armyat White-PlajlJsJ - 588
Embargo ]aid on, in ConnecticutJ - - - 593
For the Northern Army geuing on very fast, - - 604

General Gates urges a supply of, - - 607
Positive orders of General Gates to Co]onel Ganse-

voort to forwlird, - 624
Account of, at PeekskiH Landing, - 752
Loss of, at Fort Lee, - - 765
Great quantities of, at Fort Edward, - 770
Very low at St. EustatiaJ - 819
Taken in a prize ship, - - 824
Abuses by manufacturers of, in New-York, -

~ 844
Scarce in New-York city~ - 858
Considerable quantity of, at Tapan, - 858
Fi\'e hundred barrels o~ still at Fort Edward, . 879
Prices of, in France, - - 884
Silas Deane urges shipment of, to Europe, - 901, 1051
Not the care taken of it that ought to be, - 1161
Joseph Trumbull desires directions respecting send~

jog to Virginia and Maryland for, - 1202
Permitted to be transported from Connectjcut to

Rhode-Island for use of Connecticut troops, ~ 1221
A hogshead of, Hes on the road, . - 1237
General Washington approves of sending to Virginia

for, - 1243
Forwarded by WiJliam Pynchan, Jr., ~ - 1253
1Vanted at Fort Montgomery~ - 1367
A vessel dCSltatched by Massachusetts Board of

\Var to Baltimore for, - 1393
Cheaper at Baltimore than in Philadelphia, - . 1398
Joseph Trumbull authorized to import, from the

Southern States, - 1438, 1611
Floyd, William, delegate in Continental Congress from

New-York, - 208,367,1069
Authorized to draw for such sum as he may have

occasion fvr, - - 239
LeUerfrom, read in New-York CommitteeofSaf~ty, 244
On Committee on clothingJ - - - - - 248
Has left Philadelphia, - - - 1468
On Committee on Cavalry, - - 1593

Fly, Oontinental sloop-see Navy, Continental.
Flying-Camp-

Return of sick in, - 463
Term of inlistment of, near expiring, - . 790
Departure of, at hand, - - - - - - 821
General Washington suggests necessity of paying, 821
Very few expected LOrema.in after the time of their

engagement is out, - ~ 919
Of New-Jen~ey,refu.seto continue longer in service, 1027
The troops composmg, have mostly gone home, - 1185
Will in a few days be discharged, - 1276, 1399
To be considered as a part of General Washington's

Army, - 1578
Flying-Camp, Maryland-

Four Companies for, ~
Pay and rations of Militia for,
Militia for, to march with all expedition to the J er-

lieys,
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87
88

88

Flying-Camp, Maryland-Continued.
BritJadier-Generalof, to be subject to the command

o~fColonel Smallwood)if acting with tbe regular
troops of Maryland, - ,- - -

Rezin Beall elected Brjgadier-General, -
Officersof Battalion raised on the EasternwShore, -
Robert Campbell appointed Adjutant to Eastern~

Shore Battalion, 89
John Hindman appointed Surgeon to the Eastern-

Shore Battalion, 89
Captain Bourke's Company added to Colonel Rich-

ardson's Battalion, -
91

Pay of officers, - - - 91
Dr. John Dorsey appointed Surgeon to Colonel

Ewing's Battalion, - - - 92

Dates of commission of officers of Independent
Companies, - - ~ - - ~ - 94

Peter Mantz, Major in Colonel Griffith's Battalion, 102
Captain Andrew Hines authorized to enroll a Com-

pany, - 108
Further enrollments discontinued, ~ 121

Powers of Commissioners from Maryland relative to, 120
Distribution of Companies of, - 123
Account of Robert Harris, Captllin of a Company of, 615
Privates complain of neglect and want or pay, - 1094
J. Mease directed to settle with, - - - 1597, 1599

Flying~Camp, Pennsylvania-
Payment for a b]anket,
Arms delivered to Colonel Biddle,
Blank commissions,
Payment for drums,
Payment of bounty money, - - - - -
Po~ted to guard the passage of the Delaware River,

Follin, Major, Maryland,
Folsom, Major~GenE>ral N athanielJ orders of, to Col-

onel Wentworth, - 1117
Orders of, to Colonel Bellows, - 1211

Folwell, J olm, payment to, for a blanket, ~ 184
Fonda, Captain, orders to, respecting Tories, - - 466

Prisoners delivered by, to New-Hampshire Commit-
tee of Safety, - - 825

Fonda, Major Jellis, message recommended to be sent
to the Onondagas by, - 296

May be difficultto perform his contract of the bar-
rels of beef, - 504

Opinion of, respecting the enemy's penetrating the
western frontier, - 582

Letter from, to Robert Yates) ~ 814
Letter from, read in New- Yark Commiuee of Ar-

rangement, - 957
Letter tn, from H. Glen, - 1516

Fonda) John A., appointed to purchase clothing for
the Army, - 233

Certificate given to, - - - - 705
Fooks, PauJ, interpreter for Congress, - 1240
Foord, Elisha, refugee Tory, memorial of, to the Com-

miUees of Correspondence of five towns, - - 391
Petition of, to the General Court of Massachusetts, 392
Resolve on the petition of, . ~ 393

Foot, Ebenezer, fouud guilty of sleeping on his post, 535
Forage,list of officers entitled to, - 694

Difficulties from scarcity of, . - 1030
Forbes, Mr., to be paid five per cent. for purchasing

heefand pork,- - - - - - - 915
Forbes,William, disaffected,petition of, read in New-

York Committee of Safety, ~ 283
Ford, of the river Delaware above the Falls, to be

examined, - 187
Ford, Captain, Maryland, Return of Company of, - 1081
Ford, Jacob, one of the Judges,New-Jersey, - - 1297
Ford, Major JacobJ Jan., appointed to command a

detachment against the Tories, - - 290
Detachl1lentof Claverack Militia under, - 292
Requested to march to Albany, - - 292
Return of, from the Hellebergh, . ~ 293
Detachment of, - - 564
Letter to, from Robert Yates, 574, 579
Letter from, to Robert Yates, - 578
Zeal of, in the American cause, ~ - 1120
Letter to, from General Williamson, - 1121
General Heath to address himself to, for information, 1167
Desires the directions of General Lee respecting

certain property taken from the enemy, - 1190
Skirmish with the enemy, - - 1260
Letter from, to General Heatb, . 1260,1277
Letter to, from General Heath, 1277
One of the signers of a letter to"General McDougalJ, 1297
Has haras:5ed the tnemy very muchJ 1419

89
89
89

- 184

- 184
- 193

193
194

1201
88
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Ford, Captain Phineas, (Colonel Brewer's Regiment,

I

Fort George, New.York City, recommended by Gov-
Massachusetts,) complaint against, of plunder. ern,ourTryon to be secured as Crown laud) ~ 872
in(J ~ _

- - - - . 349, 352 Fort HilI, B08ton, an account of lumber, &.c.J fur-
Und:; arrest at Peekskill, - - - 351, 1405, 1451 ni,hed to, - - - - - - - 476
General Heath directed to detain, in custody, - 1061 Fort Independence, powder carried to, from Fort
Order for arrest of several officersin Co'mpanyof, a 1170 Constitution, -

_
- - - - - 245

Receipt in full for things said to ha\'c been ta~en by, 1406 ~apt.ains Deruncl.=:r'sand Underdo~k's C?mp~niesat, 792

Committed to jail by the NewRYork ComnHttee of Garnsoned by General George Choton s Bngade, - 1039
Safety ~ ~ - - - - - - 1516 Return of ordnance and stores taken by his Ma-

Foreign Affairs, Committee of, letter from, to Commis- j~sty's troops at, . - 1058
sioners in France,. - -1325, 1480 Inhstment of all the men at,exptres on the last day

Foreign assistance, Committee appointed by Congress of December, - .. - 1366
to report a plan for obtaining, - - - - 1610 Fort Island, payment for nalls and spikes for, - ~ 183

Report of the Committee, (note,) - - 1614 Payment for wood delivered at, - - 185
Report considered in Committee of the Whole, 1615, 1616 Chevaux-de-frise near, sunk by accident, - 186
Action of Congress, - - ~ - - - 1617 A certain vessel not to pass by, - - 186

Foreiuner translation of a letter written by, on his Payment for oak scantling for, 186, 187, 192
t;avel's, - - 1046 John Read, Commissary and Barrackmaster at, - 187

Forfeiture of Estate, Maryland, only on conviction of Boom to be fixed to the piers near, without delay, - ]87

murder or tr~a80n, - - 145 Artillery to be paradf!d at, for review, - - 188
In Maryland, disposition of, -

~ 172 Fort Kniphausen, name of Fort Washington changed
Forgartie, Captain, on Committee to revise Militia to, ~ ,- 1058

law, South~Carolina) 18 Fort Lee, General Howe in possession of, - 196
J'orgery, of bills of credit, State and Continental, act Sick in hospital at, - 463

to prevent, - - - ~ - ~ - 1066 Extracts of letters from, 484, 630, 741
Forist, Captain, proposed exchange of, ~ 629 Troops ordered to, - 601
Form of Government-see Constitution. Return of detachments and out-guards furnished
Forman, Colonel David, Return of Regiment of, - 501 from, - 663

Letter to, from General Washington, - 830 General Washington hopes to preserve the post
General Washington wishes to see, - 1420 and stores at, - - 708

Forrest, James, payment to, for subsistence, w 182 Prisoners to be sent to, for exchange) 762, 763,778) 810
Forrest, Captain Uriah, Maryland, - - w - 128 About being evacuated, ~ 762
Forster, Captain George, charge against General Ar- Of no importance since the Joss of Fort Washin,q-

nold respecting his agreement wit!:!,- - 1159 ton, - 764,1071
Forster, Marmaduke, deposition of, (note,) - 334 Evacuation o~ - 765,789,

List of article, taken from, hy the ,nldiers, (note,) - 336 790, 820, 821, 828. 854, 856, 1291, 1332
J?orsyth, Captain, a Maryland brig put under care Enemy intend to reduce, 778, 779, 780

of, ~

'

1456 Order to send prisoners to, countermanded, - - 820
Fort Anne, survey of, by Bernard Romans, - 606 Retreat from, sudden and confused, ~ 861

Number of men to be posted at, - ~ 641 General Howe's account or the surrender of, ~ 925
Fort Constitution, the former name of Fort Lee, - 1326 Return of prisoners taken at, - 1058
Fort Constitution, letter of Gen. James Clinton from, 203 Return of ordnance and stores taken at, - 1058

Iron, &c., ordered to be sent to, M - 204 Account by Committee of Foreign Affairs of Joss of, 1326
Powder carried to, from New-Windsor,- - 245 Formerly called Fort Constitution, - 1326
Captain 'William Jackson's Company at, . 323 Contradiction by General Greene of reports. re-
Letter of General George Clinton from, - 348 speeting loss of baggage and stores at, - 1343
Return of men in garrison at, 679, 823 Demolished, - 1347
Return of artillery stores and ordnance at, - 711 Fort Montgomery, three tons of powder to be sent 10, 209
Time of garrison at, about to expire, - - - 859 Chain for obstructing river sent down to, - 264
Garrisoned by Gen. George Clinton's Brigade, 1039, 1040 Mr. Machin Engineer of, - 340
Letter from Albert Pawling at, - 1236 Return of men in garrison at, 679, 823
Court-Martial at, - - 1263 Return of artillery stores and ordnance at, - 679
Leuers from Colonel Swartwout at, - 1318, 1433 Time of garri/:ionat, about to expire, - 859
Inlistment of aJi the men at, expires on the last day Letter of General James Clinlan from, - - 1366

of December, - - 1366 Report in New-York Convention on want of pro-
Report in New-York Convention on want of pro~ lisions at, - 1407

visionsat, - 1407 FortPitt, letterfromGenerall\iorganat, - ~ 599
Fort Dalghton-see Fort Dayton. Fort Randolph, at the mouth of the Great Kenawha, w 600
Fort Dayton, Captain AI]en in command at, 291,577 Fort Schuyler, eleven scouts between Tjconderoga

N umber of men to be posted at, - - 641 and, - 287
Fort Cumberland, Nova-Scotia, summons for surren~ Colonel Elmore's Regiment gone to, w - 577

der of, - 786 General Schuyler does not apprehend that an aUack
Letter from Major Batt at, - - 909 will he made hy way of, - - 581
List of Indians who were present ill the expedition Number of men to be posted at, - ~ 641

against, ~ - - ~ - - ~ - 1'269 Speech of an Oneida Chief to the commandant of, 754
Captain Eda supposed to be in possession of, - 1305 Indian goods to be forwarded to, -

w 770
Account of Captain Eddy's expedition against, - 1435 Fort Stanwix-see Fort Schuyler.

Fort Edward, Albany Militia ordered to, ~ - '266 Fort Trumbull, fascilles to be made for, - - 1222
Four hundred Militia ordered from, to Tryon County, Fort Valentine, Return of ordnance and stores taken

293,581 bythe Britishat,. - - 1058
Road from, to Cheshire's, to be repaired, - 475 Fort Washington, measures for obstructing the navi-
Estimate of flour at, 570,591 gation of the river at, - 204
Great quantities of flour at, - - 770 Letter of General Mifflin from, 207
And Lake George, more carriages wanted on the Strengthened, - 213

portage between, ~ M ~ w 835 Garrison left at, -
_

485
Five hundred barrels of flour still at, - 879 'Vi]] be invested by the enemy,.. 543, 556, 675

}"ort George, New-York Convention ask permission to Extract of a letter from, w 601
send a Commissary to) to take charge of hides,. 250 General Washington thinks it not prudent to hazard

Reported intention of the disaffected to seize, - 296 the men and stores at,
_

602
General Schuyler orders a Regiment to, 489) 498 General Greene cannot conceive the garrison at, to
Estimate of fiour at, 570,591 be jn any great danger, - 619
Prudent to detain-Day ton's Regiment at, - 582 Colonel Magaw thinks winter will expire before the
Number of men at, A 624 enem,can carry it, ~ 619
Number of men to be posted at, -

~ 641 Summons for surrender of, - 700
Sundry Regiments to embark for, - - 877 Account by General Washington of loss of, 707,708
Inlistment of troops at, expires on the last day of Account by General Heath of loss of, (note,)

_

707
December) - 1063 List of Pennsylvania officers upon York~Island when

Return of the garrison at, forwarded to Congress, - 1352 the engagement began at,
_

729

*
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Fort Washington-Continued. t France, rumours of a declaration of war by, against
List of officers killed and wounded at, - - 729 England,- 604) 606
General GI'cene poaitjve that tbe forces at, might at SmalJ fleet detached by!for the French Is]alJds, ~ 612

any time be drawn off under the guns of Fort InteHigence by a schooner from, ~ - 849
Lee, . 740 General Howe suggests the importance of counter-

Los~ of, 312,740, 741,762, acting Dr. Franklin in~ - 926
764, 779, 780, 788) 828, 870, S89, 1332 Allusions in British Parliament to a probable rupture

Held contrary to the wishes and opinions of Gen- with, 969) 974
era I Washington, - 766 Silas Deane urges the necessity of proposing terms

Colonel Reed thinks the plan of defence and exe- of alliance and friendship with, . - 1022
cntion were c.ontemptible, . - - . 793 Silas Deane recommen<lsequipping a number of

General Lee hopef; the cursed job of, will occasion ships-or-war in the ports of, - . ~ - 1023
no dejection, - - 794 American vessels have more liberty in, than the

Loss of, attributed by General Lee to indecision, - 811 vessels of any other nation, - 1051
New-York Committee of Safety not discouraged by Silas Deane suggests the present of a riding-horse

the lossof, - 319 to the Queenof, - - - - - - 1052
General Howe's account of the reduction of, - 817,924 Proposed Articles of AJliance of, with the United
BOl10'htby Howe at a dear pricet - - 821 States, - 1052
Encrlish account of loss of,.. -

.. .. 840,855 Ports of, open to American cruiser:; and their prizes,
Killed and taken at, of Colonel Bradley's Regiment, 860 1088, 1386
Loss of, not a cause for despair, .. .. 938 Arriva]of Dr. Franklin in, - .. ] 117
Return of prisoners taken at, - 1058 Dr. Franklin's business in, a matter of much specu-
N,une of, changed to Fort Kniphausen, .. 1058

I
lation, u - - . . . .

- 1197
Return of ordnance and stores taken at, 1058 i Letter from a merchant in, . - 1212
Hessians suffered severeJyat, .. 1059! A ship laden with tobacco despatched to, fromPhil-
Account by General Greene of the loss of, - 10711 ade]phia,- - 1240
Remarks of General Lee on the loss of, - 1201 Great preparations for war said to be making in! - 1253
Depositions relative to treatment of prisoners taken Has no ]o\'e for England, -

.
- - - 1306

at . - 1234 Letters from Committee on Foreign Affairs to Corn-
Gen~r~11'vashincrton desires an exact return of the missioners in, .. - 1325,1480

prisoners take~ at, - . - ~ - - 1257 Letter from Robert Morris to Commissioners jn, - 1332
Account by Committee of Foreign Affairs ofloss of, 1326 A war by! said to be inevitable, - - 1342
Lieutenant-Colonell\Iurray taken prisoner at, . 1448 People of, ripe for a war with Britain, - - 1386
The numbprof prisoners taken at, fixed at two thou- Advices from, are flattering, - -1395, 1397

sand six hundrE'd and thirty-fouf, - 1481 Suspected that she intends to take immediate pas-
Fosey, Josepht convicted by a Court-Martial of in- session of her former dominions in America, - 1436

listing more thaf.l once, - 1494 Instructions to Commissioners to, - 1609, 1617
Foster, Benjamin, Chairman of Committee of Ma.- Commissioners to, authorized to borrow two mil-

chins, petition of, . 442 lions sterling, - - 1610
Resolves on the petition of, . 446 Commissioner!:1 to, desired to procure a hundred

Foster, Colonel Benjamin, petition of, on behalf of thousand stand of small-arms, - - 1612
Sixth Regiment in the County of Lincoln,' . 441 (See Deane, Silas.) .

Rcsoh'e On the petitioll of, . - 446 Francis, Ebenezer, accepts the command of one oftha
Foster, Dr., left to take care of the sick who were new Regiments raising in Massachusetts, - - 900

removeu from the Army, - . 493 Noah M. Littlefield accepts the appointment of
Foster, Ensign, sick in hospital, - - - 506 Lieutenant-Colonel in the Regiment oft - - 1079
Foster, Jeremiah, resolve on the petition of, - 40] William Lithgow, Jun" accepts the appointment of
Foster, Josiah, payment to, for losses on Bunker's Major in the Regiment of, _

1146
Hill, - 411 Franklin, Dr. Benjamin, letter to, from General Lee,,, 540

Foster, Levi, an assumed name of Enoch Crosby, - 1551 Letter to, from M. Lotbiniere, - 642, 1079
Foster, Lieutenant, sick, absent, . 505 Remarks on, in an intercepted letter, - 893, 894
Foster, Robert, member of CumberJand County Com. Genera] Howe suggests the importance of Counter-

miUce, - 626 acting, in France, . - 926
Foster, Theodore~ to ascertain whether George Taylor Arrival of, in France, has given birth to a thousand

will subscribe the Test Act, .. 785 conjectures,
- 1117

Town Clerk, Pro\'idence, - 1130 Letter from, to President of Congress, .
_

1117
Foster, tVi]liam, petition of, 375, 377 Let~er from) to Commiuee of Secret Correspondence, 1118
Foundries, Salisburyand Mr. Livingston's)to be exam- Arrlv"d of, at Nantcs, - - . ] 179, 1196, ] 197

ined, . 1609 Called Pater Patri., by Artbur Lee, . 1368
Fowey, man-of~war, arrival o~ at Portsmouth, Eng- 1\1. Lotbiniere well acquainted with, in London, - 1412

land, - 1269 Letter to, from General Lee read in ConCTress, - 1577
Fowler, Amos, appointed Second Lieutenant, Con- Franklin, Messrs., vessels belonging to, . b

- 204, 205
necticut, - .. 458 Frank]in, Pennsylvania armed boat, payment for sun-

Fowler, Ebenezer, Jr. 1appointed Second Lieutenant, dries for, - - - ~ - - . 193, 194
Connecticut, - - 459 Franklin, William, late Governour of New~Jersey,

- 457
Fowler, Ichabod, Selectman of Hanover, - - 1225 General Washington directed to offer, in exchange
Fowler, Lieutenant Theodosius, recommended to ! for General Thompson,..

-
..

- 825, 1580
New..¥ork Committee of Arrangement, . 1191 Letter from) to Mrs. Franklin, .. 847

Fowler, Rev. Mr., Indian missionary, payment to, for General Washington will submit proposition for ex-
his services at the treaty at Pitt.!burg, ~ 1604 change of,

- 871
Fox, Christian, and others, memorial of, to New-York Proposed in exchange for General Thompson, 1028,1167

Cnuvention) .. 228 Depositions relative to merriment and uproar at
Fox, George, AmosTaylor requests certain biHs to be lodgings of, _

1063
paid to, - - 1214 Oruer of Congress for exchange of, countermanded,

Fox, Mr., speech of, in House of Commons on Ad- 1069, 1598
dress to the King, . . 1003 General1Vashington has despalched a messenger

Speech of, in House of Common9, on revisal of to countermand the exchange o~ . ~ .. 109.5
A~ts of ParJiamcnt, .. .. ]009 Frusel', General, (Briti~h,) winter quarters of corps

Foxe, Ca~tain Isaac, of the brig Active, taken by of; . a 1029
Captam Jones, . 660, 1282 Frazer! A]exander, memorial to Continental COllcrress

Foxcroft, John, at New.¥ork on parole, proposed in behn]f of,
_ _ _ _

..
_ 0 _

747
exchange oft - 619,629 And others,letters for safe c.onduct of sloops of,

Genera] 'Yashington is ,>yiJIingto exchange, fd'r Co]- granted by Cnogress, - - . - . 1573
aIle! l\'lJle~t . -

.
- -

..
- 83S Frazer, CapTain, payment of alJowance of, 1604

Foy, Eo) (Brjti~h,) pa~s for Felix Powel, to go to his Frazier, George, witness before a Court of Inquiry,. 1492
place of abode, signed by, - .. - - 1517 Frazier, Major Persifer, fieJd-officer fOf the day ..t

:FraiJy, Henry, payment to, by Pennsylvania Council Ticondel'oCfa, - - .. - - 531 876
of Safety> for repairiIJg armst

_
194 To appraise ri'iothing at Ticonderoga, ..

_ t
878
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Frederick County~ Maryland- French, George, High Sheriff of Frederick Coun1y,
Delecrate;s in Cunvention, from ]ower district of, . 84 Maryland, 91
Deleg.ates from middle district of, - 85 French, Thomas, late Sheriff of Frederick COlInty,
Delegates from upper district of, -.. 85 Maryland, 91
Election in lower di.strict of, declared void, .. 86 Committee on petition of, .. 97
Petition from Sheriff of, 91 French lettel's, sundry, laid before Congress, ~ - 1610
Petition from prisoners in, - 92 }'rench officers, mode of empJoying, recommended
Delcryatesto Convention from, - . - .. 94 by Washington, .. .. .. 510
Rem~nstranee of George Davy of, relative to man\]- Letter of introduction for two, to Congress, - - 510

factures, - 95 GeneraJ Washington's opinion on best mode of
Proposals for raising a Rifle Company rejected, - 95 empJoying, - 602
Proposal of Elisha Winters to take the gun-lock AdTances to, by Massachusetts, - - 816) 1163

Cof~c~~~le~n;oinquire into state of the jail in, ~~ Sil;fiC~~~~~~f~ll_nighharassed to death with ap~
883

Rev. John Scott, a disaffected person) removed to) Agreement of Silas Deane with, - - 887
from Somerset County, - - - - - 96 Petition and plan of, sent by Massachusetts Coun-

Persons confined in the log jail in) to be remo\'ed to cil to Congress, - 940
the publick jail, - - - - .. - 97 Massachusetts recommends raising one or more

Petition from trustees of poor of)for an advance of Regiments, to be officeredby) - - 1045
money, - 97 Sent over by Silas Dearie, were r~commended by

Leave given to bring in an ordinance to dividetinto the Ministry, - - 1052
three Counties, 98 Washing-toninformed that an engineer of eminence

Ordinance for the division of,presented to the Con- is at Philadelphia, - - 1138
"ention, R 99 Letter from, to President of Congress, R .. 1162

Ordinance for division o~ - 103 I None whom General Washington has seen appear
Battalion of, to be called together as soon as possible, 107 to know any thing of engineering) - - 1312
Andrew Hines of, aulhorized to enroll a Company Arrival of, from St. Fran~ois, - - .. 1436

for the Flying-Camp, - 108 Frey, Colonel Hundrick, memorial respecting. reR
Petition of prisoners of war in jail in, - 108 ferred to the Committee on Conspiracies, - .. 228
Rev. John Scott allowed another week to remove to, 109 Desires General Schuyler to mention his case to
Joseph Wheland to be confined in jail in) .. 110 the Convention,

- 1249
Petilion of trustees of pODr of, rejected, - 110 Friendship, Maryland schooner, John Gibbons recornR
Report or Committee on state of log jail in, - - 112 mended to command of, .. _

513
A wire manufactory encouraged in) .. .. .. 116 Proposed to be lengthened, - - 514
Thomas Scott confined in jail in, .. R 117 Arrival of, at Baltimore, - 540
Line between Montgomery County and, to be laid Nearly ready,

_
668

off, - - 119 Captain John Martin, anchor and cables wanted forj 739
Rev. John Scott permitted to reside in, - 123 M. Audie asks permission to ship twenty-five barrels
Inhabitants o~ recommended to pay their publick of flour all, - ~ - .. - - - 819

ledes without delay, - 123 Expected to sail to-morrow)
_

903
Rifle and German Companies of, marched, - - 131 Council of Safety greatly embarrassed by the Board
Division of, when to take effect, re~pecting courts, of War's request for, - - - - ..1437

&'0., ~ 168 Friendship, sloop, letter of marque) commissioned by
Judges of Ejection for, to introduce the new Gov- Pennsylvania, - - - - - - ~ 188

ernment, - - 173 Frink, Nathan, on Committee of Connecticut Assem-
Letter from Committee of, to President of Congress, 1288 bly for procuring arms, - 454
Resolutions of Committee of, - 1288 Frontiers of Pennsylvania, settlement of accounts of
Letter to Committee o~ from President of Congress, 1330 Militia of Bedford County, caJled out for pro tee-
Payment to trustees for the poor or, on account of tion of, - - - - - R -

_
198

sick soldiers, .. - 1571 Pay of a company of Rangers raised in Bedford
Militia of, urged to march to Philadelphia,.. - 1602 County for protection of, - - - .. - 198
Letter from Committee of, read in Congress, - 1607 Of Ulster County, New-York, measures far the pro-
Eighteen thousanddaUnrsadvancedto Committeeor, 1608 tection of, - - .. - .. -

_
215

Frederick-Town, petitions of prisoners in; - - 92 New-York, inhabitants moving from, .. R 229
Committee to inquire into state of the log jai] in, R 96 Of Ulster and Orange Counties, NewRYork, Militia
Report on state of gun-lock factory at, - - 100 for defence 0[,-

_
229

Letters ham General Johnson at, 1239, 1307, 1395,1457 Northern and western, measures of New-York Com-
Sundry persons, arrested in New-Jersey, to be sent mittee of Safety to repel the enemy from,

-
_

260
to, ~ .. 1599, 1603 Frost, Jacob, payment to, for wages while in captivitYJ

Freedom, right of people to participate in the legis~ and for things lost in battle, _
417

lahue, the best 8ecurity for, - 144 Frost, Joel, witness on trial of Captain Dolson, -
_

1097
Rotation in Executive departments, one of the best Frost, Samuel, payment to, for losses at Lexington or

securities of, - - 145 Bunker's Hill, . - - .. - -
_

408
Freedom, Massachusetts armed sloop, to be aJtered Frost, Sergeant-Major) appointed Ensign, .. 876

to a brigantine, .. 378 Frost, William, payment to, - - ~ R 384
William Drew added to Committee for altering, - 385 Commissary of the forces stationed at Falmouth

Freeman, Cesar, prisoner, 273, 372 flour deli~ered to, - - - ~ - ~ 388
Freeman, Edmund, notified to meet in Connecticut To take care of utensils belonging to the State, R 446

Assembly) .. 666 Froste, Enoch, On Committee in behalf of IVTilitiaof
Freeman, Mr., Clerk to the Committee of Boston, - 1412 Cumberland County, Massachusetts,.. ~ 402
Freeman, Samuel, letter to, from CharJes Cushing, - 733 Fry, John, Chairman of Committee of Tryon County, 237

Speaker pro tempore of .Massachusetts House of Frye, Ebenezer, appointed First Lieutenant in First
Representatives, ~ 846, 1045 New-Hampshire Battalion, _

646
Freemasons, funeral ofPeytan Randolph atten'ded by, 902 Fryer, John, charged with disaffection, _

289
Freen, Jame$, soldier, thirty shilJings paid to the famiJy Fulford, Captain John, Maryland Artillery, atIowance

of - - 1257 to, above bis pay, - - - -
_ _

126
Freigh;, on powder, payment by Pennsylvania Coun- Discharge of Hugh Conn, a pri\'ate in the Oom_

cil of Safety for, - 197 panyof. -
_

128
French, Benjamin, charged with disaffection,.. 289,562 Petition for the discharge of John Games, a private
French, Major Chri~topher, order for payment of ex- in the Company of, ~

- - - ~ ~ 460
penses of conducting, to New-England, - - 194 Fuller, Josiah) appointed Second Lieutenant, Connec~

Escaped from Hartfordjail,advertisementforarrestof, 7311 ticut, .. _
459

Escaped again, reward offered for <lppreheosion of, 14-52 Fuller, Rohert, witness before a Court of Inquiry, _
1492

French, Lieutenant Ebenezer, recommended by Ma- Fuller, Thomas, member of lhe Leuislative Council of
jor Fonda, ~ 814 South-Carolina, 0 __

Certificate of delegates of Tryon COllnty in favour FllT]OUg~lS, to soldiers to work at rope-walks, Pennsyl_
of, R .. 906 vaIlJa, ~

- ~
_

184
Recommended by General Schuyler, .. - 1101 If gnmted, would encourage new inli8tments~ 822

4
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Furnace, of Mr. Livingston, not in blast, - ~ - 308
At Hardwicke, Massachusetts, petition of owners of, 409

FurnwallJ Captain, Artillery Company, Maryland, - 1396

G.
Gaasbeck, Captain Peter, New-York,

- - - 303
Gadsden, Colonel, on Committee to revise the CQnsti-

tution,
On Committee to wait on Legislative Council, -
Aid furnished to, to carryon the pub]ick works,

Gadsden,General, workscarryi[)gon at SLllli\'an~sIsland

~- -W~
A Jetter received from, by South-Carolina Navy-

Board - 1538
Gage, Joseph, prisoner at Exeter, has leave to return

toNew-York,- - - - - - - 1454
Gaiault, Sieur advances to, by Massachusetts, - 816, 1163

Letter from: to President of Congress, - - - 1162
Gaine, Hugh, printer, gone to New-York, - 523

Extract from paper of, -1153, 1377
European intelJigence withheld from pa.per o~. . 1490
Intercepted letter of Joseph TrumbullJ published

io paper of, - - - - - -. - 1498
Gains, George, elected a member of New.Hampshlre

Council,- - 1211
Gains, Simeon, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, . 460
Gaither, Vache!J Second Lieutenant's warrant issued

to - - 109
Ga]bre~th, Colonel B., cartouch-boxes for, . 193

Colonel Sixth Battalion, Lancaster County Militia, 672, 837
Will move on Saturday next, .. 1214
Marcbing with his Battalion, .. 1232
Circular to, .. 1273

Gale, Benjamin, an Examiner of Surgeons, Connecti-
cut, - 455

GallaO"her, Bernard, letter from, to Captain John Jones, 507
Galla~her) JamesJ shopkeeper, Philadelphia, - - 507
Gallo~ay, J., late a member of Congress, has put him-

self under the protection of Howe and company
at Trenton, .. 1434

Galloway, Joseph, Judge of Election, Anne Arundel
County, JVraryland, - .. 173

Ganaway, Moses, Maryland, .. - 1198
Gallup, 'William, on Committee of town of Hertford, - 941
Galop, Captain, member of a Court-Martial,

-
~ 1346

Galord, Lieutenant Timothy, taken prisoner, - 727
Ga!phin, GeorgeJ letter frolD, to WilJie Jones, ~

_

648
GambLeJ Captain Thomas, prisoner, payment to, for

his aJlowance, - - 1569
Gamecock, Rhode-Island privateer, the Hancock and

Adams taken hy, . 746, 1568
Gamest John, petition o~ to .Maryland Convention) - 460
Gano, Rev. Mr.) Cbaplain, l'ecommended by Colonel

Weisoenfels, - - 1041
Gansevoort, Leonard, member of New-York Conven..

tion, from Albany County, ~ 201
On Committee on schooner Putnam, - .. 203
On CommiUee on letter from General Schuyler and

others, - - 205
Added to Committee on salt, .. 206
Motion of, in New-York Convention, ~

- 215
On Committee to ('xamioe certain muster-rolls, ~ 248
Member ofa Committee of Correspondence, 305, 605
Letter from, read in New-York Committee of Safety, 305
On Committee for detecting conspiracies, - 467
Letter from, to Pierre Van Cortlandt, ~

_
605

Letter from, to Committee of Arrangement, -
_

956
Gansevoort) Colonel PeterJ to send scouts to'the west-

ward, - 295
Three thousand pounds advanced to, for boulJty

money, - - - - - -
_

313
Bounty money advanced to Captain Houston, in

Regiment of, - - - 6 364
Letter froDl,to General Gates, _

475
Has not a man to spare from his garrison, - 591
Letter to, from General Gates,

_
624

Letter from) to New-York Convention,.. .. 936
Letter from, read in Committee of Arrangement, - 957
Letter fromt to Robert Yates, - 1062
Hindrance to filling Regiment o~ -

_
1221

Garden, Oo]onel, member ofSouth-CarolinaAssembJYt 18
On Committee to revise Militia law, 21
On Committee on President's message, 29
On Commitlee to wait on Legislative Council, 31t 34
On Committee on petition of Jobn Vauchier, 32
011 CommiHee to provide guard upon BJoody Point, 38
On Committee for providing pilot for Beaufort, .. 47
On Committee to wait on the President, 82

INDEX. 1708

Gardiner, Archibald, prisoner) Doctor Witherspoon
permitted to take, to Princeton, .. - ~ 1564

Gardner, Andrew, commander of privateer schooner
Active, - - 387

Gardner, Captain, New-Hampshire, applies for a com-
mission for a ship of twenty guns,. - - 1045

Gardner, Captain, Aid-de-Camp to General Burgoyne,
61 arrival of, in England, - .. - . - 1134
61 Gardner, Ebenezer, member of Cumberland County
70 Committee, - 626

Gardner, Henry, on Committee, - 376
Perition of Samuel Allyne Otis referred to, by Mas-

sachusetts Council, -
.. 406

Member of Massachusetls CouncilJ .. 733
Treasurer of Massachusetts) - - 735

Gardner, Hugh, recommended as First Lieutenant of
a Company of Matrosses raising in AnnapoJis, - 613

Gardner, John, appointed First Lieutenant in Colonel
Nichol's Regiment, - - 266

Gardner, Jonathan, on Committee from Massachusetts
to go to camp at New-York,

- - - 399,494
Gardner, Captain Joseph, on CommiUee for relief of

families of Associators, . 778
Gardner, Mary, payment to, for losses at Lexjngton

or Bunker Hill, - 408
Gardner, Samuel, permitted to visit horne on parole,

for the purpose of gaining some sustenancej .. 703
Garland, British ship, at Quebeck) - - - - 1134
Garland, Lieutenant, First Vjrginia Regiment] absent

with Jeave) - 516
Garnett, Nathaniel, refugee Tory, memorial of, - - 391

Petition of, - - 392
Resolve on the petition of, - - 393

Garret, Amos, Judge of Election, Harford County,
Maryland, _

173
Garrigue, Jacob, letter from, read in New-York Com..

mittee of Safety,
_

312
Letter from, to Colonel Brasher, - - 683

Garrison Orders, tothe troops quartered in the barracks
in Philadelphia, - 462

Garson, Peter, Deputy-Commissary, letter from, to
General Heath, _

752
Garzia, Captain, bearer of a letter from 'tViJliam Ellery

to Go\'ernour Cooke,
- 1149, 1416

Gassaway, Thomas, Jr., signer of biJIs of credit, Marv-
land, '89, 176

Gates, Major-General Horatio-
Letter from, read in New-York Committee of Safety, 287
Removal of Dayton's corps pressed by. ..

_
290

Importunity of, for Colonel Dayton's Regiment, - 296
To join General Washington, _

363
Militia of Orange and Ulster Counlies to cooperate

with, - 365
Committee from Massachusetts to advise with, re-

specting the new Army,
- - 399, 495

Resolution of Connecticut ordering supplies for, - 453
Letter from Committee of Conference with, -

_
624

Return of Army under command ofJ - 701
Momently expected at Saratoga, . - 770
Arrival of, at Saratoga, -

_
796

Ordered by General SchuyJer to remain at Albany, 797
At a Council of War, - - 797
To arrive at Goshen, - -1124, 1125
Has crossed the Delaware, - - 1246
To march from Bethlehem to-morrow, - - 1258
Has joined General Washington, - 1313, 1333, 1419
Loss of General Lee in some degree repaired by the

presence of, - 1327
Brought about six hundred men, -

_
137~

To send Colonel Moylan a plan for a Battalion of
Horse, _

1447
Arrival of, at Baltimore, -1478J 1509
Letters from, read in Congress, . ~ 1568,

1570, 1573, 1599, 1601
Letter from, referred to Board of War, - - 1573
Letters from, to-

General Schoyler, - - 526, 575, 607, 1031
Geoeral W"hioglon, - 526, 1190, 1258
President of Congress, 54.9,874
A Committee of Congress, 592
CoJonel Hide, -

_
623

CoJoneIs Ashley and Bellows, - 623
Colonel Chase, _

623
Colonel Gansevoort, _

624
General Ward, - 624, 816
Colonel John Brown, _

1160
Officers commanding Greaton's, Bond'8J and Por-

ter'l)Regimentsl -
_

1190
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Gates, Major-General Horatio- ConUnued.
Letters to, from-

John Barrett, -
Colonel John Brown,
William Clajon,
vnlliam Ducr, -
\\rilliam Edmi;,toll, .
Colonel P. Gansevoort,
Udny Hay,
General Heath,
Matthew Irwin,
General Lee, -
l\tIorgan Lewis,
Robert R. Livingston,
General MaxweJl,
George Measam, -
Thomas Nelson, Jun.,
New~Hampshire Committee of Safety,
Captain O'Hara,
Bernard Romans,
General St. Clair,
General Schuyler,

Germain, Lord George, letters from, to Sir William
Howe, 537,538

- 550 Letters to, from Sir WiJIiam Howe, 893, 921, 926,

-1158,1159 1054, 1279, 1316, 1317, 1345, 1463, 1475
_

1202 Letter to, from Colonel Guy JohnsoD, - - 839
373, 1128 Letters to, from Governour TryoD, - 855,

- 879 872, 892, 1404, 1514. 475 Letter to, from Lieutenant-General Henry Clinton, 1145

- 744 Speech of, in House of Commons, on Address to

- 1219 the King, - 1003

- 492 Speech of, in House of CommonsJon revjsalof Acts_
1201 of Parliament, - - 1014

- 605 German Battalion, advance to, by Maryland, 89
~ 1127 Committee of Maryland Convention to inquire into

- 731 state of the four Companies for, 93

- 1237 Report on, in Maryland Convention, - 131
_

1506 Ordered to join General Washington, -208, 1582, 1595

- 553 To he supplied with clothing, - - - - 208
- 505 Marcus Young recommended for an Ensign in, - 749.. 606 Captain Ottendorf authorized to inli5t a.Company, 1034

- 874 Nearly ready to march from Philadelphia, - - 1053

- 489,548, Memorial of Lewis de Linkensdorff, Adjutant of, - 1164
604, 635, 658, 665, 835, 861, 879 German Language, Congress direct the treaty between

Henry Sherburne, -
~ 1192 the Courts of London and Hesse to be translated

Dr. Stringer, -
~ 505 into, .. 1583

Richard Varickj - 591 Germantown, Pennsylvania, payment of express to, - 193
General Washington, - 1190, 1216 Army to rendezvous at, if driven from their po~ts,
Colonel Wayne, - 785, 1031 1184,1185
Colonel Joseph Wood, 743,771 Germany, offer of troops from, for America, ~ 883
Colonel Wynkoop~ - - 549 General Howe hopes that reinforcements may be

Gates, Mr., on Commiuee for repairing road at Ticon- obtained from, - 926
deroga,

_ _
- - - - 446 Troops of, have been offered to Silas Deane, - - 1051

Gates, Mrs., arrival oI, jn Philadelphia, ~ 492 Congress direct means to be taken to procure the
Gates, Robert, arrival of, in Philadelphia, . - 492 assistance of, - ~ 1617
Ga\'ino, John, letter from, read in New-York Commit- Gerrish, Capt.ain, tria] of, by a Court-Martial, - - 496

tee of Safety,
_

- 242 Acquittal at: approved by General Wa~hington, - 640
Gay, Colonel, Return of Regiment of, .. 499,709,831 Gerry, Elbridge, delegate in Congress from Massachu-

Return of killed, wounded, and missing, in Regi~ setts, on Committee respecting sutlers, - 1564
ment of, ~ - 727 On Committee on obtaining foreign assistance, .. 1610

Gay, Major Ebenezer, appointed to procure supplies On Committee to prepare plan for better conduct-
for General Gates, - - ~ - - - 453 ing the executive bm~inessof Congress, - 1611

Gaylord, Lieutenant (files, certificate of, to character Gerry, Samuel Russell, resolve for delivery of flour to, 384
of Captain Painter, - - .. - - ~ 1136 Gervais, Colonel, South-Carolina Assembly, on Com-

Gayton, Admiral, ordered to fit out sloops at Jamaica, 1371 mittee on memorial of Mr. Pearis. ~ ~ ~ 4
Gazatt, Richard, a suspicious person, allowed a phy- On Committee to wait on the President, - 8) 33, 35

sieian, - 212 On Committee to revise Militia law, 18
Geary, Admiral, letter to, from Colonel Harcourt, - 1277 On Committee to arrange elections, 21
Geddens, Captain, prize taken by, . . 800 On Committee to revise list of Magistrates, - 26
Geers, Captain Shubael, letter to, from Isaac Pierce, - 526 On Committee on President's Message, - 27, 66
Geiser, Frederick, Second Lieutenant, about to resign, 749 On Committee on petition of Henry Drew, 49
Gelston, David, member of New-York Convention, On Committee to examine jail,. ~ - - 57

from Suffolk County, 240
I

On Committee on petition of Thorn as Lamar! . 75
On Committee on letters fromManor of Livingston, 242 Giasson,Monsieur, Canadian prisoner, payment of his
On Committee to secure certain powder and salt- allowance, ~ ~ - - . M - 1567

petre, - 244 Gibaut, Edward, one of the signers of a certificate in
Certain moneys d~livered to the Convention by, - 244 favour of Robert Gragg, .. - 395
Sixty pound~ advanced to, to pay for saltpetre, - 258 Gibbens, Captain, sailed from Baltimore, - - 1025
Report of, on saltpetre, ..1468 Gibbes, Colonel, on Committee on petition of Thomas

General Gates, privateer, Captain WilJiamKiJton,ves- Lamar, -
sel takenby, - - 507 Gibbes,Robert,todeliverbeeftoSOllth.CarolinaNavy~

GeneralMifflin,privateer,J\fassachusetts,commis- Board, - .. . - M - - - 1532
sioned, - - 422 Gibbons,John, prisoner,- - 273

GeneralMontgomery,~shipbuildingatPoughkeepsiet) Gibbons,John, recommended forcommand of schoon-
has probably got III safe, - . ~ - - 1192 er Friendship, - - 513

George the Third, huzzas for, in Maryland, 99 Gibbs,Joseph, memberofCommitteeofl\.lendon,Mas-
Georgetown, MaryJand, petition for Court-House to sachusetts, - 738

be erected in, - - 122 Gibson,George, sent by the State of Virginia andGen~
Letter from Major Deakins at, - 1271 eral Lee on an expedition to New-Orleans, - 746

Georgetown, South-Carolina, Tories in jail at, - 67 Gibson, Captain George, First Virginia Battalion, ad-
Resolution respectil1g disaffected persons confined vance to, by Congress, - 1565

at - 81 Gibson, John, Auditor-General, letters from, to New-
Georgi'a, quota assigned to, for the new Army, - - 210 York Convention, - 352 353

Letter to Assembly of, from President of Congress, 776 Letter to, from New-York Committee of Safety, -'357
General Howe proposes to attack, in the winter of Letter from, to Council of New-Hampshire and

1777, - 926 Massachusetts, - - - - - 787
Magazines of provisions formed ~n, - 1106 Letter from, to Council of Delaware, 811
Letter from delegates of, to President of Congress, 1148 Payment to, for halfa year's salary, ~ 1563
Information that six frigates were to be statiol1ed off Payment to, for sundries, ... 1604

the coa~ of, - 1329 Gibson, J ohu, member of Maryland Convention, 84
Letter fromSouth-Carolina Navy.Board to Commit~ Leave of absence from Convention, ~ - 97 164

tee of Sunbury, in, - - 1533 Gibson, John, Lieutenant of privateer FairwLady, ~' 380
Southern part of, infested by two armed vessels, ~ 1."534 Gibson, John, appointed Lieutenant.Colonel ofa Vir-
Advances to, by Congre~s, -

~ 1557, 1603 ginia Battalion, - 695
Board of War to supply, with militarystores, ~ 1557 Gibson, Mr., Secretary to the Treasury Board at Phi~
Credentials of de]egates from, - 1607 ladelphia. letter from, communicated to Massa~

G€orgia Packet, advice boat between Philadelphia and chu~etts Council, - 1033
Georgia, - - - - - 671J 672 Gibson, Captain Nathan, payment to, for powder-

Georgiana, ship! taken by the Cabot~ - 637 horns, &e., - 20a

75
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Gilbert, John, deposition of, - - .. - ..1063 Godfrey, George, Brigadier for the County of Brjstol,
Gilbert, Stephen, letter to, from New-York Committee l\hssacnusetts,"""""" 1115

of Safety, .. 342 Ordered to march to Rhode-Island,. .. 1133
GiJdershew) Nathaniel, sent to Exeter, .. 468 Letter to, from l\1assachuseUsBoard of War, .. 1267
Giles) Edm'd, one of the Selectmen of Beverly, .. 416 Letter from, to Massachusetts Board of War, .. 1392
Giles, Captain Eleazer, commander of the brigantine Godfrey, Josiah, chief pilot of the sloop-of-war Re-

Retaliation, prize taken by, .. 418 public, 420
Gill, Dr., (British prisoner,) application of, for servants, 764 Godman, Lieutenant Samuel, deposition of, to be tal{en

Exchanged, passes requested for, to go from New- r~lative to election in Anne Arundel County,. 95
York to Canada, - 1463 GodwlO, Captain) Judge~Advocate ofa COLirt-Martlal, 934

Gill, Mich'l, J Lldge-Advocate of a Court-Martial, - 521 Godwjn, Ensign, First Virginia Regiment, on com-
Gill, Moses, to make inquiry respecting certain cannon, 3b6 maud, . 516

Member of Massachusetts Council, - 733 Goff, DH"id, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, - - 460
Gillett, Captain Matthew, Inspector of fire-arms, Con- Goggin, John, broke from jail, arrested, . - 907

necticut, . - 454 Golding, Colonel John, letter to, from Massachusetts
GiBet} Ensign Joe', taken prisoner on Long-Island, - 716 Board of War, - - 1222
GjJ]et, J'irst Lieute.sant JonathanJ taken prisoner on Goldsborough, Foster, Judge of Election, Caroline

Lono-Island,- - 717 County,Maryland,. - 174
Gilman, Andrew, employed in the Southern Army,.- 390 G01dsborough,John, Judge of Election, Talbot Coun~
Gilman, David~on Committee from New-Hampshire, ty, l\1arylandl ~ - 174

to repair to Ticonderoga, - - 646 GoJdsborougb, Robert, member of Maryland Conven-
Letter to, from Dr. Green, - - 1367 tioD, 84
Letter from, to New-Hampshire A.ssembly, - - 1434 On Committee to prepare form of Government, - 91

Gilman, Nicholas, elected a member of New-Ramp- Motion by, in Convention, - 96
shire Council, - - 1211 Leave of absence from Convention, - 109

Gilpin, Jo~eph, member of Maryland Convention, - 83 Goldsmith, Lieutenant, (Maryland,) wounded at
On Committee of Elections, 83 \Vhite-Plains, . - 487, 889
On Committee on Manufactures, - 90 Gonunck, Thomas, disaffected, sent to Exeter, ~ ~ 470
Leave of absence from Convention, ~ 110 Goodhue, Daniel, and others, petition of, to Massa~
Henry Hollingsworth has written to, ~ - 492 chnsetts Conrt, - 380

Ginger~ publick sale of, at Jamestown, Virginia, - 459 Goodlove, Ensign, release of, - - 874
Ginter, George, payments to, for riding express, 191, 200 Goodman~ Major, on Committee on report of Com~
Gist, Colonel, letter from, to MaryJand Council of missioners from Massachusetts to the Army, ~ 713

Safety, - - 486 Goodman, Miehael, payment to, for porterage, - - 202
Gist, Major M., Mary(and, Return of Troops under Goodman, Noah, letter from, to James Bowdoin, - 850

command of, ~ ~ 1081 'Goodrjch, 'Vait, reinspector ofsaltpetre, - - 450
Gist, Thomas, Sen., Judge of Election, Baltimore Goodrich, W HJiam, in prison, letter from, to President

County, Maryland, - ~ 173 ofCongress, - - 821
Gla.s~ow, prison ship, in New~York harbour, ~ 519 Goodric.hes, the two, to be committed to ga<JI,~ - 1607
Glasgow, in Scotland, Silas Deane recommends an Goodwin, Charles, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, - 460

attack on, - 1051 Goodwin, Nathaniel, powder deJivered to, - 387
G!asgow packet, prize transport, distribution of cargo Goodwin, Capt~in Stephen, certificate of, to the char-

of, . 59, 67 acter of GIles Gaylord, . 1137
Gleason, Captain Micaijah, killed at Harlem, - - 721 Goodwin, \VilJiam, prisoner, payment of expenses of,
Glen, H., letter to, from Elisha Avery, - 474 from Albany to Burlington, - 1593

Letter from, to General Schuyler, . .. 490,743 Goold, Abel, supplied with cannon and ammunition
Letter from, to Elisha A\'ery, 504, 510 by Connecticut, - 511
Letter from~ to Major Fonda, - 1516 Gordin, Philip, Commodore Hopkins desires him to

GJentworth,Dr. George, payment 10, - 183 be sent on board the fleet, ~ 1162
Glen, CorneJius, charged with di~atfection, 289, 562 Gordon, Lewis, Chairman of Committee of Northamp.. O!ory of Amel'ica, South-Ca.rolina pilot boat, ~ 1536 ton, Pennsylvania, letter to, from General Wa8h~
Gloucester, Massachusetts, Company of Matrosses ington, - - . - - . ~ - 1362

stationedat,. . - - . ~ - 387

\

Gordon, Lieutenant, sentence of Court-Martial on,
Gloucester County, New-Yorl{, account of ]ead and approved, - - - ~ - - ~ 548

balldeliveredto, - - - - - - 213 Acquittedbya Coort.Martia], - .. - ~ 876
Report in Convention on payof Rangers of}- - 216 ~ Gordou~ Rev. William, books and papers entrusted to
Officers recommended by Committee of, - - 222' care of, - - - - - - - - 758
Report of Committee on application of, for pay and Letter from, to General \Vashingtoll, .. - 1265

subsistence of Rangers, - 222-226 Gore, Captain-Lieutenant, British, kiIIed, - 1056
John Taylor added to Committee on, - - 228 Gore, George, witness on trial of Captain Dolson, . 1097
Commissjons issued to officers of Rangers in, . 237 Gore, Lieutenant, witness on trial of Captain Doh;on, 1097
Committee authorized to call out Militia of, - - 260 Gore, Lieutenant Obadiah, has not received a commis-
Committee to a~certain temper of inhabitants of,. 373 sian, - 1451
MiJitia of, to hDld themselves in readiness,. - 568 Gore, Obadiah, Jun.} appointed First Lieutenant, Con-
Proceedings of Commjttee of, . 940 necticutj -

_
458

Gloucester Point, Del.aware River, armed boat sta- Gore & Crain~ Messrs., assistants to James Yancey, - 525
tioned at, . 189 Gorham, Lieutenant.Colonel Joseph, British, sum-

Glover, Jonathan, paymen.t to, . 385 mons to, to s.urrender Fort Cumberland, - - 786
GJover, Colonel Jonathan, Fourteenth Regiment Answer of, to Captain Eddy's summons, . 786

commanded hy, . 415 Letter to, from Major Batt, - ~ 909
Return of Regiment of, - 499 A proclamation issued by, . 1435
Return of Brigade of, - . 709, 831, 1401 Gorham, Massachusetts, petition of a number of MiIi-
Return of killed, missing, and taken, in Regiment tia of, ~ 40~

of, - - 719 Goshen, letters relati\'e to prisoners in, read in New-
Brigade of, ordered by General Lee 10 PeekskiJI, - 822 Yurk Convention, ..

_
233

Sick ill Regiment of, ~ecommended for discharge,. 939' GospeJ, l\finisters of-see JI,finiste1'8of the G08pel.
Order of march for Bngade of, . 1167 Gal's, Captain, member of a CourtwMartial, . ~ 520

GJover, Nat., Colonel Palfrey would choose him for a Gossler, Anthony, proposal of, for raising a Company
deputy, ~

- 1260 of Rifiem€n unanimously rejected by the l\1ary-
Glmer, Samuel, a notorious otTender, paper found on, 608 land Conventioll,

-
~

- - ~ _
95

Gloves, taken in a prize ship, ~ ~ - - - :800 Goudy, Captain Samuel, bayonet scabbards delivered
Goddard, John, payment to, for losses at Lexington to, -

_
183

or Bunker HiJl, - . -. - ~ - 408 Gouge, Captain, messenger from Genera] Washing-
Gouet, Henricus, letter frorn, to PresIdent of Con- ton to Fort Washington, - ~ - .. _

741
gress,

- 910 Gourley, Lieutenant, information by, 1359
Letter rrom, read in Congress, . - 1612 Gove, Lieutenant Nathaniel, prisoner, John RapaJje

Godet, Theodore, Bermuda, certLfies to memoria.l of to supply wit.h cas!"!, - - . -
_

704
John Noble Taylor, - - 910 Taken prisoner on Long-Island, - 716
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Government, right of, originates from the people,
Distribution of the powers of, in Maryland, -

Government, Form of-see ConstitutiQn.
Govern!:'uT, Nicholas, to deliver books of the Loan

Office to the Treasurer of the State, .. .. 288
Letter from, read in New-Yark Committee of Safety, 316

Governour, of Mary]and-
Mode of choosing, ~ 168
Qualifications and duties of, 169, 170,171
To hold no other office of profit, - 169, 170
Oath of, - 171
Punh:!hment o~ in case of violation of the oath of

office, - 172
Governour's Island, Massachusetts, account of Jum-

ber, &c'J furnished to forts at} .. .. 477
Govett, William, Assistant to the Auditor-General,

two hundrE!d dollars advanced to, .. 1602
To sign Continental bills of credit, .. 1613

Grace, Lieutenant Richard, certain bills acknowledged
hy,

_
- 1214

Graff, Andrew, Marcus Young recommended by, - 749
~:fember of Lancaster Commiuee, 810, 918

Graff, Sebastian, Jetter from, to Jasper Yeates, ~ - 749
Member of Lancaster Commiuee, 810, 918

Grafton, Duke o~ speech in House of Lords on Ad.
dress to the King, -

971,972
Grafton County, New-Hampshire, have refused to

send members to the new Assembly, - 1223
Graham, Captain, Return of Company of, - 505

At King's Bridge, - 505
Recommended by Colonel Weissenfels, .. 1041
Witness on trial of Lieutenant Horton, . 1085
Member of a Court-Martial, - 1432

Graham, Charles, letter from, to Stephen Steward, - 774
Graham, Chauncey, ordered Loremove fl'om the acad-

emynearFishkill, - - 244
Complaint of, in consequence of order for removal

out of the academy, - 250
Report of Committee on application o~ - 2"')4
Allowed to remain in the academv till further order, 279
To take charge of sick,' 324.874
Letter from, to General Heath, 906, 936

Graham, Judge, member of New-York Convention,
from Westchester County, - 246

Summoned to -attend the Convention, - - 230
On Committee to proceed to King)s Bridge, ~ - 248
Petition of Isaac and Israel Young referred to, ~ 274
Petition of Wilham Forbes referred to, - ~ 283

Graham, Lewis, at Ncw- York Commiuee of Arrange-
mentl - 948

Graham, Lieutenant Patrick, British, wounded, - ..1057
Graham, Colonel Morris, rank-roll of Regiment of, - 219

Trial of, by a Court-Martial)- - 488
Return of Regiment of, 499, 683, 791
Acquittal of, approved by General 'Washington, ~ 640
Secret Committee have directed a nUI1'Jber of vol un-

teers to be raised under the command o~.. - 1349
Grahame, Charles, member of Maryland Convention, 83

On Committee of Claims, 89
On Committee on accounts of Loan Office, .. 90
On Committee of Elections, 95
On Committee to inquire into progress of manufac-

tories,
On Committee on memorial of Captain William

Stone, - 175
Member of MuryJand Council ofSarety, - 179
Declined his seat as a member of the Council of

Safety, - 182
Grain, New-York Convention order, to be purchased

for the Army, - - 207
Resolutions for purchasing, in Westchester County, 245
Removal of, from near the water recommended, - 629
Impressment of, authorized by Genera] Washington, 1315

Granby, Marquis of, motion for an amendment to the
Address to the King seconded by, in the House
of Commons, - - 985

Grand, M. F., letter from, to Committee of Secret
Correspondence, ;; 647

Grand Jury, of Burlington County, New-Jersey, Ad-
dress of, to Judge Tucker, - 662

Granger, Bildad, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, .. 460
Granger, Samuel, appointed First Lieutenant, Connec-

ticut, - 458
Grant, Chapman, to have charge of JU5tice Miles, an

inimical person, - 899
Grant, Jesse, appointed Second Lieutenant, Connec-

ticut,
Grant, Lewis, payment to, for sundrief:l, .

FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. III.

459
183, 192, 198

108

INDEX. 1714
_

143 Grant, Veutenant Alexander, British, wounded, . 1057
.. 144 Grant,Major-General,British,- - 924

Graves, Major, Return of Regiment of, - 499
Gray, Ellis, on Commiltee to appraise cargo of prize

brig Mary-and...James, - 438
Letter to, from Daniel Sargent, - - 940
Letter from, to Captain Stone, - 1267

Gray, George, member or Pennsylvania Council of
Safety,

_
- - - - - - - 181

Gray, Harrison, Treasurer of the late Province of the
Massachusetts-Bay, -

. 436
Gray, Corporal James, charged with plundering, order

for arrest o~
_

- .. - .. - ~ 1170

Under guard,
_

- - - - -1451, 1466
Discharged by New-York Committee of Safety, - 1516

Gray, Major, witness on trial of Lieutenant Nowell, - 1346
Gray, Thomas, witness against Major Willbank, - 1360
Graybill, Captain Philip, advance to, on account of

the German Battalion, - 132
Grayson, \Villiam, Aid-de-Camp to General Washing-

ton, leuer from, to General Lee, - 779
Letter from, to General Mercer, - .. 780

Letter from, to Colonel Cadwalader, . 1231
Greag, Captain James, Return of Company of, - 503,791

Gone home on furlough, - 792
Great Nine Partners, John McDonald to proceed no

further in exploring the lead mines of, - 1098
Letter from Matthew Adgate to the superintendent

of the lead mines at, - 1141
Greaton, Colonel, thanks of General Gates to Regi-

mentof, - - 533
Regiment of, upon a general alarm, to repair to

Ticonderoga, -
.

- - 534
State of Regiment of, ~ - 744
Battalion o~ to embark for Fort George, - 877
Regiment of, not to march till further orders, - 877
Regiment of, to march to Lake George, ~ 878
Arrival of RegimlO'nt0" at Peekskill, -1124, 1125
Orders of General 'Gates to officer commanding

Regiment of, .. - 1190
ColonellVloylan sent to push on the Regiment of, - 1233
Regiment of, to move forward with al1 possible ex-

pedition,- - 1243
Regiment of, have mostly agreed to stay tiJI the 15th

of January, . 1449
Green, Caleb, tried for desertion and acquitted, ~ 1421
Green, Captain, to sail from Philadelphia in an

hour, - 1213
Green, Ebenezer, New-Hampshire, - - 1225
Green, Frederick, signer of bills of credit, 97, 176
Green, Job, petition of, to Maryland Convention, - 108
Green, Major, First Virginia Regiment, sick, - - 516

Wounded, - - 576
Green, Dr. Peter, letter from, to l'vIajor Gilman, - 1367

Appointed Surgeon to Co]onel Gilman's Regiment, 143.4
Green, William, appointed First Lieutenant) Connec..

ticut, - 458
Greene, Major-Genera] N~thanRe], letter from, read in

New-York Committee of Safety, - 236
Letter to, fromNew-York Committee of Safety, - 251
Letters to, from R. H. Harrison, . . - 493,519
Letters from, to General Washington, - - 523,556,

618, 629,638, 699, 751, 1107
Letters to, from General Washingtonj - 557, 602
Letters from, to President of Congress, -652, 1246, 1341
Return offorces encamped on the Jersey shore under

the command of, - 663
Letter to, from Colonel Magaw, . - 700
Positive that the forces at Fort Washington rnio-ht

any time be drawn off under the guns of Fort L~e, 740
Accused of partiality to his conn ex ions and towns-

men, - 767
Remark of General Washington on appointments by, 789
In favo'ur of attempting to hold Fort Washington, - 793
Letters from, to Governour Cooke, .. - 1071, 1342
Letter from, read in Congress, .1570, 1611
At attack on Trenton-see Trenton.

Greene, Colonel Timotby, Colonel Eleventh Battalion,
Lancaster County Militia, circular to, 673,837, 1273

Payment to, for fifers and drummers, . 202
Greene, William, member of the Council of War of

Rhode.Island,- - 1208
Greenleaf, Benjamin} on Committee on petition of

refugee Tories, - 392
On Committee on exchange of prisoners, 441

Greenleaf, Joseph, letter from, to James Warren, 850, 1522
Greenman, Benjamin, permitted to visit home on

parole, . 703

96
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Greenwalt, Colonel Philip, Ninth Battalion, Lancaster
County .Militia,payment to, for arms, &c., - - 183

Circular to, - - - - - - 673, 837, 1273
GreenwoJd, Joseph, pnyment to, for portemgc of

powder, -
_

1593
Greenwood, Miles, one of the signers of the certificate

in favour of Robert Gragg, - - ~ - 395
Petitionof.- - 410

Gregg, Capt;in, wants George Denniston for an En-
sign, - - - - - - - - 1102

Gregory, RlJs.sel, one of the signers of the leHef from
the inhabitants of Papaconck, - - 215

Gregory, Timothy) one of the signers of the letter from
the inhabitants of Papaconck, - - 215

Grenell, Joho, Mr. Hobart confident that he wou]d
decline the appointment of Captain,. - 1141

Greswold, Joseph, parole of, - - 1143
Grey, Thomas, petition of, to Maryhmd Convention, - 114
Grier, Captain, Return of Company of, - 921

Payment on account of sick of company o~ - 1569, 1580
Griffin, Benjamin, Judge of Election, Baltimore-Town,

174, 1397
Griffin, Obediah, sent prisonel'to Exeter, New-Hamp-

shire, - 469
Griffin, C01one] Samuel, cause of the difference be~

tween his and Dr. Shippen's Return, - 463
IntelJigence brought from the enemy by, - 1070
Appointed Adjutant-General of the troops in and

ahout Philadelphia, - - 1214
Gone over with eight hundred men, - 1254
Skirmish of, with the Hessians, - - 1360
Letter to, from General Washington, - - 1401
General Washington is sorry that h€ left the Jerseys, 1420
Retllmed from his expedition, after a little skjrmish-

in" - 1427
Settj~~g off with a party from Cumberland, ~

- 1514
Griffing, Daniel, letter fTOm,to New-York Congress, - 1173
Griffith, Benjamin, appointed to supply prisoners from

North-Carolina, - 1607
To supply prisoners arrived at Baltimore from Phila-

delphia, - - 1607
To (~ontioue to supply the prisoners from North-

Carolina. - - 1609
Griffith, Henry: Commissioner for Montgomery Cot]n-

ty, Maryland,
- .. 104

Griffith, John, appointed to the care of the Hospital,
Baltimore, - 1397

Advance to, for sick soldiers, - 1613
To sign Continental bills of credit, - - - 1613
Mary!and Council of Safety requested to furniah fifty

blankets to, for sick soldiers, ~ 1614
Griffith, Colonel, Peter Mantz Major in Battalion of, - 102
Grimaldi, Comte, Prime Minister of Spain, resigned, 1179
Grinnell, James, advance to, for Rangers from Tryon

County, - . 362
Gripp, Sergeant,under guard, ~ ~ 1466
Gri~tin, Samuel, New-Hampshire, -

_
1226

Griswold, George, Jr., appointed First Lieutenant,
Connecticut, - ~ 458

Griswold, Matthew, letter from New- York Convention, 815
Grosbeeck, Captain, appointment of Second Lieuten-

ant in Company of, - ~ 280
Grosh, Conrad, and others, Jetter from, 10 l\IaryJand

Counci] of Safety,
-

_
836

Gros~, Simon, acting master on sloop Saily, - 430
Mate on sloop SaJly, - .. 432

Grosvenor, Lemuel, appointed Ensign, Connecticut - 460
Grosvenor, Thomas, appointed Captain, Connecticut, 458
Grout, John, petition of, to Committee of ChaTles~

town, New-Hampshire, - .. 1455
Grove, Michael, payment to, for riding express,

_
191

Grover, Phineas, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, ~ 460
Groves, Ichabo(], payment to, for baJlast, . - 200
Grub, Amer, payment to, for scantlin~, -

_
193

Grubb, Colonel Curtj~, authorized to impress teams,. J86
Colonel SecQ]Jd Battalion Lancaster County l\1jli-

tia, - 672, 837
Payment for victualling Battalion of, - 1600
Circular to, - 1273

Grubb, P., Co]onel oj" Eighth BattaJion of Lancaster
County Militia, . 673. 837

Circu]ar to) _

1273
Grubb, Peter, Jr., appointed Captain in the Tenth Penn-

sylvania Battalion, . - 198
Guard=Boat, payment by Penll5ylvania Council of

Safety for buiJding, -
_

188
Guards, General Howe reque!:!ts an additional number

of officers to, .
_

927
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Guest, Captain, arrival of, at Williamsburgb, from the
Cherokee country, - - - - - - 902

Guilford, letter from Committee of, to New-York Con-
vention,- - 551

Gunby, Captain, Maryland, sick soldier in Regiment
of, dischargp-d,

- 114
Return of Company of, .. . - - - 1081

Gun~barreJs, price paid for, by Pennsylvania Council
of Safety, - 186

Gun-carriages, payment by Pennsylvania Counci] of
Safety for making, - - - - - - 196

Gun-Iocki, report of Committee on manufacture of, in
Maryland, - - - - - . . 100

OrderofMarylandConventionfor the importation of, 116
Order of Massachusetts Board of War to Messrs. .

Penet &. Son for, - 1065
Gunpowder-see Powder.
Guns, payment by Pennsylvania Council of Safety for

repairing, - 193
Gurnev, Colonel Francis, member of Pennsylvania

Council of Safety, - - 181
Appointed to examine stores and arms, - - 187
On Committee to wait on Congress wiLh a resolveJ 191
Payment to, for blankets, &c.J - 191
To make provision for sick so]diers, - 194

Guyon,Colonel,said to be taken prisoner with Gen-
eralLee,- - 1373

Guyon, Lewis, payment to, by Pennsylvania Council
of Salety, . 18.~

Gwinnett, Button, delegate in Congress fromGeorgia,
credentials of, - - 1607

H.
Haas,John, and others, letter:':! fromJ toMaryland Coun.

cil of Safety, - - 836
Haas Brouck, Abraham, records p]aced in the care of, 247
Haashrouck, Captain Elias, payment of Company of, 283

Company of Rangers ofJto march, - 366
(See Hasbrook.)

Hackensack, Colonel Huntington recommends an
attempt on, .. 1039

Return of ordnance and stores taken by the British
on the road leading to,

_
1058

General Heath is purposing in an hour or two to
sweep, -

_
1219

Success of General Heath at, -1234, 1299
General Washington approves an enterprise against,

1243, 1246
Inventory of effects taken at, . 1279
Contents of a chest of plate taken near, ..1345, 1464
The stores taken al, removed to Peekskill, ~

- 1347
Hacker, Captain Hoystead, sailed in the Pro\<idence,

490,507
Representation to, of condition of sloop Providence, 738
Prizes taken by, -

_
939

Arri\'al of, in port, . 1044
Hackett, Peirce, petition of, to Continental Congress, 1508
Haddrel's Point, petition forremuneration for property

destroyed by the troops encamped at, 24
Gene.ral Howe recommends to strengthen post at, 49) 52
Additional ","arks on, necessary, - 80

Hagan, John, payment to) for sundries, - - 197
Haig, Dr., on Committee to wait on the President,

South-Carolina, 38"
On Committee to wait on Legi~lative Council~ SgJ 40
On Committee to examine engrossed ordinances, - 39

Haight, Benjamin, Commissioner to supply Militia
with provisions, _

238
Haight, Solomon, disaffected, sent to Exeter,,,

- 470
HairJow, Joseph~ deserter, _

596
Hais, John, Clerk of Stanford Committee, - 594
Hait, Abraham, escape of, from Springfield jail, - 609
Hait, Benj.,Minister,New-Jersey, - - 1297
Hale, Aaron, appointed Second LieutenantJ Connec-

tioo~
_

~8
Hale, Colonel, mentioned in a letter of Daniel of St.

Thomas Jenifer, _
1426

Hale, Mnjor, field-officer of the day, at Mount Tnde.
pClldence, 531, 876

Hale, Nathan, nppointed Lieutenant-Colonel of Sec-

ond New-Hampshire BattaJioJl, 625, 646
Hale, Captain Nathan, kilJed, - 725
Halifax, Colonel AIJen and others prisoners at, -

_
416

Arrival of James Love]! in .Boston from, 1088
A number of Tories have lately died unpitied and

unlamented at, _
1419

Will be a hone of contention under any foreign
juri.sdiction, - 1436
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Halkerston, John, appointed First Lieutenant, Mary- Hammond, William, Maryland, - 1147
land, 93 Hamond, Captain, gone tn Annapolis, ~ 1212

Hall, Adam, witness against Major WilJbankJ - - 1360 Hampden, address of, to Aswciators of Pennsylvania, 890
Hall, Aquila, Jetter froID, to Maryland Council of Hampshire County, l\fassachusetts, one-eighth of the

Safety.
_

- - - - - - - 868 Militia to march immediately to Albany, - 1251) 1286
HaJJ, Benjamin) delegate in Miiryland Convention, for General Schuyler cannot ascertain what number

Prince Geor,2"e's County, - 97 one..eightb part of the Militia of, will amount to, 1499
Hall, widow Elizabeth, witness against Major Will- Hancock, Continental ship-see Navy, Continental.

bank, - 1360 Hancock, Captain Tucker, the Lively taken by, - 940
Hall, George Abbot, member of South-Carolina As- Hancock, privateer, Captain Newman, prize taken by, 376

sembly, . 1 Hancock and Adams, (loaded from France with mili-
On Committee on the memorial of St. Phi1ips~ 28 tary stores, for the Continent,) taken by a Rhode-
On Committee on importations from PhiladeJphia, 35 Island privateer, - . -

_
- 746, 1568

Member of Navy-Boardof South-Carolina,
_ 39, 1529 Secret Committee to report on cargo of, . 1568

Hall, John~ deposition of, - . - - - 1063 Resolution of Congress respecting cargo of,. - 1571
HaU, John, depositions taken by, relative to Rev. John Secret Committee to make strict inquiry re~pecting

Scott, 91 seizure of, - 1570
Appointed Judge of the Court of Admiralty, Mary- Hancock, Ebenezer, paymaster, . 1501

land, 94 Hancock, John, President of Continental Congress-
Deleuate in Maryland Convention, - 107 Letters from, to-
On C"'ommittee to prepare a scheme for the emission Connecticut Assembly, -

orbills of credit,
_

115 Eastern States,
On Committee on resolutions of Congress, - . 116 Frederick County, Maryland, Committee, -
Resigned as a Judge of Admif<l]ty, - 117 Governour Henry, -
Member of Maryland Council of Safety, - 179 Governour Livingston,
Motions by, in Convention~123, 131~133, 141, 156, 186 Maryland Commissioners,
Letters from) to the Board of "Var, - 1437) 1482 Maryland Convention,

Hall, Colonel Josias Carvi], memorial from officers of Massachusetts Assembly, -
Battalion of, to Mary]and Convention) 91 Massachusetts Commissioners, .

Four hundred doJlars advanced to, - 1614 Massachusetts Council,
_

Hall, Lieutenant-Colonel, member of a Court-Martial) Doctor Morgan,
1494, 1315 Robert Morris,

Hall, Lyman~ delegate in Congress from Georgia, on New-Hampshire Assembly,
Committee of clothing, - - - - - 248' New-JerseyAssembly,

_
Letter from, to President of Congress, -

_
1648 New-York Convention, -

Credentials o~ - 1607 Pennsylvania Council of Safety,
Hall, Reuben~ witness on trial of Captain Dolson, - 1097 General Schuyler,

_

Hall, Stephen, appointed Captain~ Connecticut,
_

458 Doctor Shippen,
Hall, Stephen, and Peleg Crocker, resolve on the peti- Governour of South.Carolina,

'"tion of, -
_

385 Assernblies of Southern St<ltes,-
Hall, William, Senior, Bermuda, certifies to memorial The States,

of John Noble Taylor,
_

910 Jo~eph TrumbuJl,
Hallam, Edward, appointed FirslLieulenant, Connec- General Ward,

ticut~ - 458 General Washington,
Hallam, J., Connecticut, - - 1303,1304
Haller, Colouel, payment for repairing arms for Bat-

talionof,- - 194
Return of Regiment of, - 499, 1035

Hallet, Jonathan, letter from, to New-York COI1\'en-
tion~

_
1318

Hallett, Joseph, letter from, read in New-York Com-
mittee of Safety, - 275

HaHet, Mr.~ vessel of, chartered by New-York Com-
mittee of Safety,

_
236

Hallock, John, sent prisoner to Exeter, . . 469
Order respecting confinement of, in jail, disannulled, 471

Ha!lock~ John, Captain of Continental brig Lexington, 1486
Halstead, John, intelligence by, from Elizabeth.Town, 1316
Ham, Frederick, Jun" sent prisoner to Exeter, New-Hampshire, - 469
Hamden, Continental ship-see Navy, CQntinental.
Harnell, Lieutenant Daniel, - 219
HamiJle, Lieutenant, at Fort Montgomery, - 1039
Hamilton, Captain A., certificate of, in favour of Wil.

liam Douglass,
_

540
Hamilton~ Captain, Return of Company of, - 921
Hamilton, Captain, of the British ship Union) -

_
1212

Hamilton, Lieutemmt, Navy, - - 1283
Hamlen; Captain Eleazer, petition of; to General

Heatb, - 1449
Court ofInquiry on, - -1491, 1493

Hammon, Captain, member of a Court-Martial)
- 934

H::tmmon, Lieutenant-Colonel, member of a Court-
Martial, - - 1097

Secret Committee }H1Vedirected a number of volun-
teers to be raised under the command of, - - 1349

Hammond, Captain A, S., English Navy,
- 1329, 1371

Robert Morris will send a letter to,
_

1332
L~tter from, to Robert Morris, - 1483

Hammond, Edward, and others, petition o~ to Massa-
chusetts Council, . 416

Hammond, Nathan, signer of bills of credit) Mary-
lanJ, - - - - . - - - 176

Hammond, Rezin, member of Maryland Convention, 83
Notice to be given to, of the depositions auainst

the election in Anne Arundel County, : _
95

Hammond, Sergeant, witness before a Court of In-
quiry, _

1493

- 1416
- 697
- 1330
- 651

651,669
- 673

508, 669
- 1416
- 712
- 1457
- 1026

-
1369, 1437

- 1415
- 776

209, 247, 776
776, 1438
614, 1477

- 1026
16

670, 697
- 776, 1478

- 1438
- 597

514, 614, 669,705,
787, 825,852, 1026, 1069, 1438

Letters to, from-
General Armstrong, - . 1228
Jnhn Avery, 816, 1163
Baltimore Committee, - 1396
Clement Biddle,

_

740
Ephraim Blaine, . 892
James Bowdoin, - 1285 1356
Colonel John Brown, _' 1158
Donald Campbell, -

_
1149

Continental Business Committee, - 1458 1483
Governour Cooke,

_
.' 1131

Richard Dallam,
- 1276

Silas Deane, -
_

867
Dr, Franklin, 1117
M.de Gaiault,- 1162
General Gates, 549 874
Georgia Delegates, _

'1148
Henricus Godet, St. Eustatia, . 910
William Goodrich,

-
_

821
General Greene,

- 652, 1246, 1341
Robert H. Harrison, 464,493,509, 510
Colonel Hazen, _

842
Go\'crnour Henry,

_
- 761 1092

General Lewis, ~ 1329
Governour Livingston, _

749
M. Lotbiniere,- - 10791412
JamesLyon, - _'1435
Maryland Convention, _

627
J\1atyland Council of Safety, 482 786
Massachusetts Assembly, -

_
1044 ~HJOI

Committee of Massachusetts Assembly, _' 494
Massachu.'\ettsCouncil, - - -

_
940

Allen McDonald, _
811

Donald McLeod and other~. _

1398
James MeRse, -

_
1135

General Mercer, 778 891
General Mifflin, _

' 634Generall\lorgan, _
599

Robert Morris, - ...
'"

. -
_

1198
, ,1213, 1239, 1254,1331,1370, 1427, 1439

New. York Convent.JOn and Committee of Safety 220
251,317,331,340,362,782, 1172, 1350, 146'6, 1494

Robert Ogden, _
638

"
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Hancock, John, ]etters to, from-Continued.
Pennsylvania Council of Safety, -1308,

1357, 1358, 1440, 1441
Colonel Reed, - 891, 1033, 1107
General Schuyler, . . 235,

605, 640, 770, 796, 1062, 1160, 1195
Dr.Shippen, - - 618,1298
Genera1Stephen, - 706
Lord Stirling, - 750, 789
RichardStQcktonand George Clymer,Committee, 784
General SuJlivan, - 1365
Matthew Tilghman, - - 553
Governour Tmmbull, - 592, 936, 1388
Jonathan TrumbuJl, Jun., 683,731
Joseph Trumhull, - 842, 1202
Richard Varick, - 1352
General Ward, . 815,1392
General Washington, - 541,

620,638, 674, 706, 764, 821,871,919, 1026, 1028,
1034,1053,1069,1081,1095,1119,1137,1152,1165,
1182, 1201,1231, 1242, 1310,1368,1399,1443,1473

Meshech Weare, . 1453
Carpenter Wharton, - 1511
Colonel Wood, - 1102
General Wooster, - - 1129

President of the Marine Committee-see Marine
Committee.

Hancock, Mrs., will,setoJffrom Philadelphia this day, 1165
Hand, Colone], Ed ward, Captain Gerrish arrested by, 496

Return of Regiment of, - 501,921,1035, 1401
Officers of Regiment ol, at Fort Lee with inlisting

orders, - 556
Embarking for Jersey wilh one thousand men, - 634
Brigade o~ belween Elizabeth-Town and Wood~ .-

hridge,- - 740
Number of Brigade of, at ano near Newark, fit for

duty, - 822
Hand, General, al Fort Lee, .. - 764
Handbills, Committee lo devise means of conveying

intelligenceby,in New-York,- - -. - 279
Handcu(f~, to be provided for floating battery Putnam, 190

For Pennsylvania fleet, payment for, - 193
To be made for New-York Committee on Conspira-

cies, - 1547
HandkerchiefsJ taken in a prize ship, - 800
Hands, Thomas Bedingfield, resigned as a member of

Maryland Conncil of Safety, - 113
Handy, Samuell delegate in Maryland Convention, 84, 100

Leave of absence from Convention, - 101
Hanging! Engli~h orders for, found in New-Jersey, - 1188
Hanman, Lieutenant-Colonel, member of a Court-

Martial,- . 1084
Hanover, General Howe hopes that reinforcements

may be obtained from, - 92f)
Conuress desire France to attackJ - 1617

Hanso~, John, Jun., Commissioner from Maryland to
repair to camp, 121,673

Arrived at Philadelphia, - 1053
Hanson, Lieutenant, wounded at Fort Washington, 720,730
Hanson, Mr., Maryland, -

~ 1147
Haussegger, Colonel Nicbl., letter from, to Richard

Peters, - - 916
Return of Regiment of, - 1401
Money advanced to, - -1570, 1582
Paymentto, byCongress,.. .. - . - 1602

Hanson, Samuel, Judge of ElectionJ Charles County,
Maryland, - 173

Harbeson, Benjamin) payment tOIfor sundries for the
fleet, - 187

Petition of, referred to Board of War, - - 1572
Harcourt, Lieutenant-Colonel William, (British,) - 922

Detachment in New-Jersey under command of, - 925
Letter from, to Admiral Geary, - 1277
General Lee taken by, . 1317, 1377

Harden, Caplain, of Arlillery, South-Carolina, .. 68
Harden, Jesse, deserter, - . 596

Hardenbergh, Lieutenant-Colonel J ohannesl letter
froml read in New-York Committee of Safety, .. 322

Letter to, from New-York Committee of Safety, .. 326
Letter from! to New-York Convention, - 824
Commissary to furnish list of arms, &c., delivered to

Regiment of, - - 860
Direclions to, for delivery of arms, .. 899
And some of his men, gone offl - - 931
Has left Haverstraw with his Regiment, - 1059

Hardenbergh, Lieutenant John L., Colonel Graham's
Regjment, .. 219

Sick, - - 683

INDEX. 1720
Hardenhurgh, Captain, Return of Company of, - - 505

SickJ absent, .. - - - - - .. 506
Harding, Captain, of the brig Defence, - 1161
Harding, Samuel,payment to, for services as Commis-

sary, - 406
Hardman, Captain, Maryland troops, taken prisoner

at Fort Washington, - - - - - 809
Hardman, Captain Peter, payment to, for collecting

arms, - 198
Hardt, Henry P., letter froml to l-YilJiam Allee)

- 778
Hardwick, Massachusettsl petition of owners of fur-

naceat, - - 409
Harford, Charles, master of the ship Hero, captured, - 537
Harford County, Maryland-

De1egates fromJ in Convention, -
Battalion of, to be calted together as soon as pos~,ible, . - - - - - - - 107
Motion in Convention to hold election for Commit.

tee for, negatived, - - 119
Rifle Company of, not compJete, - . -

_
131

Judges of Election for, to introduce the new Gov-
ernment, . 173

Militia or, urged to march to PhiJadelphia, -
_

1602
Har~, Captain, Continental money refused by, -

_
185

Harmg, John, letter froml to General George Clinton, 1123
Harkness, Andrew, recommended for an Ension - 1319
Harleston, Captain, South-Carolina AssembJYJ' on

Committee on state of the Treasury, - - 41
01) Committee to wait on the Pre8jdent - 44
On Committee to wait 011Legislative C~uncil, 56

Harlem _HeightsJletter of Tench Tilghman fromJ ~ 237
HarlequlD.. privateer, ship Caroline taken by) - . 1093
Harmer,Captain, First PennsylvaniaRegiment)Return

of Company of, - - - - - _
1122

Harman, Zebedee, sentenced by a Court-Martial,
- S75

Harmon, John, appointed Captain! ConnecticutJ _

458
Harnden, Brigadier, SamlJcl, Jetter from, to General

Warren, -
_

1116
Harper, IsaacJ petition o~ to Massachusetts General

Court, -
_

408
Harper, ~~tthew, CommiB.sioner to suppJy Militia with

prOVISIons, - .. . 238
Harper, RobertJ member of New-York COll\'ention .. 201

On Committee to superintend engrossing the Jo~r-

nal"
_

206
On Committee on abuses in saJe of tea -

_
208

On CommiUee on state of Ulster County, .. . 215
Member o~New-York Committee of Safety, ~

_
230

On Committee on letter from Dutchess County - 231
On Committee on Scotch prisoners, . ..' _

233
On Committee to proceed to King's Bridge, - - 248
Leave of absence for one month from Convention - 249
To carry into execution the resolve concerning the

manufacture of flax, - - - - - 251
Added to Committee to inventory goods belongino-

to the State fit for soldiers' use, ..
-

~ 278
On Committee to furnish General Georo-e Clinton

with ammunition, &.c.,
_ _ _b _ _

370
Chairman of Committee of Arrangement, 814, 9581 9.59
Letter to, from Rev. John Mason,

-
_

861
Member of Committee of Arrangement, 948) f}57
Letter tal from Colonel Weissenfels, -

_
1041

Letter to, from James Duanel . 1042
Letter to, from John Johnson) . _

1247
Harper, WilliamJ member of New~York Convention

from Tryon County,. 201
On Committee to give instructions to Captain

RogersJ ~
_

203
Added to Committee on salt,

_
206

Motion of, in New-York Convention,
- - ~ 215

On Committee to cOQperate with General Schuyler,
26Q,561

On Committee to supply back inhabitants with
salt, - . 359

On Committee to furnish General George Clinton
withammunition,&c., - - - -

_
3'10

Certificate of, in favour of Captain McKean and
Lieutenant French, - - . .. ~ _

906
Lett~r from, to Con:mittee of Arrangement, -

_
956

C~rt1ficate of, read I~ 90mmiUee of Arrangement,. 957
Harrington, Henry WIJ!Jam, member of South-Carow

Jina Assembly, A01) Commiuee to arrange eJections, 21
On Committee to revise Militia law, 21
On Committee on President's Message,

-
22, 66

On Committee to revi:se Jist of Magistrates, -
_

26
Harri!5, Benton, Judge of Etection, Worcester County,

Maryland, - - - - - . _ 174

85



1721

Harris, Captain} Colonel Hand's Regiment, Return of
Company of,

_ 921
Harris, Captain, of brig Muskito, - - 596
Harris, Peter, convicted by a Court-Martial, - 1263
Harris, Captain Robert, letter from}to MarylandCoun-

cilofSafety, _ _ _
- - - - 615

Account of, 615
Adva.nceto, byCongress,.. - - - - 1563

Harris, Thomas Rimmingtonj parole violated bj', . 273
Harrison, Benjamin, delegate in ,CongJess from Vir-

ginia-
MemberofBoardof War, - - 670,1560
Letter to, from General Lewis, - 694
Letters from, to Maryland Council of Safety, -1271,

1416,1471
On Commitlee of Foreign Affairs, - 1328
Letter to, from Robert Morris, . 1471
Letters to, from Maryland Council of Safety, 1437,1482
On Committee on an application of General Schuy-

ler,_ _
- - - - . - - 1506

Credentialsof, - 1559
Payment to, for John Nourse, - ..1569

On Committee on report from Committee to the
Northern Army, - 1584

On Committee on petition of J. Sullivan! - 1592
On Committee on sundry letters, - - 1607
Chairman of Committee of the ,Who]e, - -1611, 1615
On Committee on letter from lNilliam Kennon to

General Lee, - - 161S
Harrison, Benjamin, Jun., Paymaster in the Southern

Department, letter from, read in Congress, - 1573
Three hundred thousand dolJars to be sent to, - 1576

Harrison, Captain, Maryland, Return of Comp~ny of, 1081
On leave of absence, - - 1081

Harrison, Charlf's, elected Colonel of Virginia Artillery, 1594
Harrison, Lieutenant, killed at ~ort Washington, - 729
Harrison, Robert H., Secretary to General Washing-

ton-
Letter from, read in New-York Committee ofSafetYJ 251
Letter from, to the President of Congress, - 464,

493, 509, 510
Letter from, to General Schuyler, - 465, 780, 854
Letter from, to Colonel TrumbuJl, - 465, 484, 546
Letter from, to General Greene, - 493,519
Letter from, to Governonr Trumbull, - 558
Letter to, from Genera] Schuyler, - - 665
Letter from, to General Heath, - 779, 839, 871, 1276
LeHer from, to Colonel Palfrey, - . - 905, 1258
Letters of, read in Cungress, 1559, 1560, 1561, 1570

Harrison, Thomas, to supe.rintend printing bills of
credit, - - 1613

Harrison, William, letter from, to Maryland Council
of Safety, - 8S8

Harrop, William, witness on trial of Major Austin, - 655
Hart, Isaac, lost at sea, - - 1282
Hart, John, petition of indented servants of, to Con-

gress, . - - - - - - - 1508
Hart, John, delegate in Congress from New-Jersey, on

a Committee on resolutions of New~York Con-
vention,- - 1561

Hart, Jonathan, appointed Second Lieutenant, Can.
necticut, -

. 458
Hart, Joseph, appointed Captain, Connecticut) .. 458
Hart, Colonel Joseph, Pennsylvania, .. 200

Part of Battalion of, to joi~ General Ewing's Brigade, 1184-
Orders of General Washmgton to, - 1295
List of delinquent Associators returned by, - ..1473

Hart, Noah, Judge of Election, Washington County,
Maryland, - 173

'Hart, \Villiam, petition of, to South-Car~lina Assem..
bly, 23

Hartford, escape of prisoners from jail at, - 731, 1452
Joseph Trumbull has sent his books and papers to, 1202
Joseph Trumbull has leave to retire to, for the win-

ter, - - 1352
Harton, Lieutenant J., Colonel Livingston's Regiment,

resigned, - - - - - - - 857
Harvey,Edward, mariner! - 422
HarveYIJohn, petition of, for libertyto go to Jamaica, 422
Harvey, John, Bermuda,certifies to memorial of John

Noble Taylur, - - 910
Haney, Samuel, Bermuda, certifies to memorial of

John Noble Taylor, - - 910
Harvey, Solomon, New-Hampshire, - - 1227
Harvey, Surgeon, position of, in case of action, ~ 530
Harvie, John, a Commissioner for Indian affairs in the

Middle Department, - 1598
Harwood, Captain) witness before a Court of Inquiry, 1491

INDEX.

Harwood, Nicho1as, Assistant Clerk to Maryland COD~
vention,

_
84

Clerk to Committee on Manufactories, - 98
Sicrner of bills of credit, - - - .. - 176

CI~rk to Committee to examine claims on Treasury, 182
Harwood, Thomas, petition of, to Maryland Conven-

tion, 89
One hundred pounds advanced to! by Maryland, to

carry 011a stocking mamtfactory, - - - 93
Deposition of, to be taken relative to election jn

Anne Arundel County, 95
Appointed Commissioner of Loan Office, Marj"land, 180
Treasurer of Western-Shore, Maryland, .. 181

Hasbroeck, Colonel Jonathan, list of disaffected in
Regiment of, sent to New-York Committee of
Safety,

_
- 265

Hasbroock, Lieutenant, gone home, - - 505
Hasbrook, Captain, Return of Company o~ - 505

Sick,
_

- 506
Company of Rangers of Ulster County, under com-

mand of, - 1126
Regiment of, to occupy Haverstraw, - 1~62
(See Haa8hrouck.)

Haskaman, Hanjoost, gone to the enemy, -678
Haslet, Colonel, Return of Regiment of, - - 499, 1401

Leuer from, to General Rodney, .. .. 653
Hasmo, Jacob, convicted by a Court.Martial of inlist-

ingmorethanonce, - - - .. - 1494
Hathaway, Sergeant Ephraim, charged with plunder..

ing, order for arrest of, - 1170
Arrested,

_
- 1451,1466

Discharged by New- York Committee of Safety, - 1516
Hatch, Captain Joseph, Major Hoisington's Rangers, 222

Recommended for Captain, ~ 941, 947
Statement of, respecting Major Hoisington's Rangers, 942

Hatfield, Major Moses, taken prisoner, -723
Hathorn, John, of Orange County, memorial of, to

New-York Committee of Safety, - 1040
Hathorn, Colonel John, Regiment of, to continue

where they are, . 1262
Letter from, to General George Clinton, -1379

Hathorne, Colonel, memorial of, read in New.York
Convention, -

... 359
Hathorne) Captain, prize taken by, . - 685
Haverstraw, levies from northern part of Orange Coun..

ty to march to, ... 242
Five hundred dollars advanced for troops at, - - 248
Militia of Orauge and Ulster Counties not to march

further south than, - .. 369
General Scott ordered to, 841, 842
Letter from Generall\-IcDougall at, - 1139
Letters from Colonel Hay at, -1235, 1236
Colonel Hasbrouck's Regiment to occupy, - - 1262

Hawke, privateer, commissioned by Massachusetts, - 424
Hawkins, Fields, Hardy & Co. I contract of, for victual-

ing the Continental troops in Virginia, - 912
Hawkins, John, Adjutant of Third Virginia Regiment, 516
Hawley, Lieutenant Elisha) Major Hoisington's Ran..

gers, - 222
Recommended for Lieutenant, 940, 947
Certificate of, reepecting Major Hoisington's Ran-

gers, 943, 944, 946
Hawley, Enos, chosen Lieutenant of a Company of

Connecticut volunteers, - - - - - 511
Hawley,Ezekiel, Chairmanof theCommitteeofS~em,

New-York, -' 364, 1101
Letter to, from New-York Committee of Safety, - 1140

Hawley, William, appoinled First Lieutenant, Con-
necticut,- - 458

Hay, order for the sale o~ belonging to persons gone
over to the enemy, - - - .. - ...324

Removal of, from near the water recommended, - 629
Hay, Colonel Ann Hawkes,letters from, read in New-

York Committee of Safety, - - 240, 251, 337
Report in New.¥ork Committee of Safety on letter

of, - . 242
Levies from Orange County to put themselves under

the command of, .. 242
Letter to, from New-York Committee of Safety, ~ 242
Five hundred dollars advanced to, for the troops at

Haverstraw, 248
Intelligence received by General Scott from, .. - 324
Report on account of~- 344
Militia commanded by, refuse to do duty. 523
To have the road altered at King's Ferry, - - 630
Can supply Colonel Huntington with beef, - 679
Letters from, to General Heath, - 842,

1059, 1123, 1235, 1236
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HaYJ Colonel Ann Hawkes-Coniinufd.
Letter from, tt) John McKes~on, - - 896
Uncommonly spirited in the common cause, - - 929
Letter to, from General Heath, - 1125
Letter from, to the Commanding Officer at Paramus, 1235
Forty barrels of pork sent to, - 1299
General Clinton has received no answer from, re-

spectingprovisions,- - 1378
Has taken proper measures for supplying the troops

under General Clinton with provisions,
_

1450
Hay, Major, Sixth Pennsylvania BaHalion, appointed

to settle prices of goods brought from Canada,. 877
Hay, Udney, losses slJstained by, in Quebeck, - - 744

Letter from, to General Gaies, . 744
Hayden, Thomas, appointed Second Lieutenant} Con-

necticut,- - 458
Hays) Captain, liberty granted to, - - 1422
Hayward, Thomas, Judge of Election, Somerset CQun-

ty, Maryland,
-

_
174

Hayward, William, Judge of the Court of Admiralty,
Maryland, resignation of, -

To take into his custody the estate of Isaac Atkin-
son,

Hazard, Ebeneze-r, Postmaster-
Requested to furnish New- York Committee of Safety

with newspapers, - 270
Letter from, read in New~York Committee of Safe tv, 301
Letter from, to New-York Convention, - - 54~8J1248
Memorial of, to Congress, - - 679
Letterfrom,to Rev.John Witherspoon, .. 681
Letter froID,to John McKesson, - - 700
Memorial of, referred to Board of War, _

1573
Hazard, Mr., appointed Paymaster to Connecticut

troops, -
_

552
Returned from camp, - - 1114

Hazard, Mr., Colonel Palfrey would choose him for a
depnty, - - 1260

Generat Heath is much pleased with the nomination
of, for Catone] Palfrey's deputy, - 1431

Hazard, Nathanie], letter from, read in New..York
Committee of Arrangement., - 957

Letter from, to New- Yark Committee of Arrange-
ment,

- 1141
Hazard, Samue1, Jr., appointed Second Lieutenant,

Connecticut, - - 458
Hazen, Colonel Moses, letter from, to President of

Congress,
_

842
Court of Inquiry to examine into complaint of,

against Genera] Arno]d, - - 1042
Recruiting in and near Albany, - -1221, 1264
Advance to, by Congress, - -1558, 1604, 1618
Letter from, referred to Committee on the Northern

Army, - 1601
Appointment of officers in Regiment or, - 1603

Hazlehurst, IO-!aac,shot delivered to, by Pennsylvania
Council of Safety, - - 182

Ha.zlewood,Captain, on Committee to review Naval
Armament, .. 187

Assistance of, in obstructing Hudson River, - .. 782
Hazlewood, John, payment to, by PennsylvaniaCoun-

cil of Safety, -
_

176
Heacock, Capt:tin David, appointed Superintendent

for repairing certain roads, - 315
Meard, John, and others, petition of, to MassachlJseus

Court, - 380
Heard, Bricradier-General Nathanie], Return ofBrjO'ade

of
_ 0 b _

501
Gen~ral Greene has ordered the Brigade of, to

hasten on, .. 699
Brigade of, at Fort Lee, .. 708
Retreat of Brigade of, from Fort Lee, - .. 789
Arrival of Bri!5~de of, at Aquackenack Bridge, - 790
Number of Bngade of, at and near Newark, fit for

dnty, - 822
Time of Brigade of flying-camp men for New-Jersey

expired,- - - - - -
_ _ 920

Hearmanel, Captain, Return of Company of, _
683

Heart, Lieutenant.Colonel Selah, taken prisoner, . 727
Heath, PeJeg, appointed Second Lieutenant, Connec-

ticut, _
458

H~ath, Lieutenant William, appointed Major of a Vir.
giniaBaualion, - - .. . .. 695,1026

Heath, Major-General Wil1iam-
Letters from, read in New-York CommiUee of Safe-

ty,
- - 317, 323, 361, 368, 369, 370

Robert Living~ton to confer with, on obstructing
Hudson's River,

_

324
Report of conference of Robert R. Livingston with, 337

INDEX. 1724

94

98

Heath, Major-General William-Con/inu.d.
Requested to give General George Clinton all neces-

saryassistance, - 365
Engagement of Divisjon of, - - 485
At a Council of -War, .. 543,663,842
Return of Division of, - 621, 833
Proceedings of Courts-Martial, he]d by order of, - 700,

769, 1421, 1432, 1515
A prison~r sent to Committee of Litchfield by order

of, - - 793
To secure the passes through the High]ands, - 821
Order of, 10 the Assistant Quartermaster.Genera] at

Peekskill, - 860
Interview of General Lee with, (note,) - - 933
General Washington cannot consent to General

Lee taking any of ,the troops of, - 1054
Orders of, to General Parsons, - 1140
Ordered to the west side of Hudson's River, 1153, 1154
New-York Convention object to his being ordered

across the North River, - - 1171
Passed to the west side of Hudson River, - 1191
General Washington has countermanded the march

~- -U15
General Washington has changed his intentjon of

countermandjng the march of, - - 1215
Ordered to proceed with all possible despatch to

Pittstown, - 1216
Ordered to return to Peekskill, -1246!1313
Flag of truce allowed by, to N~w-Yorkcity, - . 1380
Marched yesterday for PeekskIll, - - . - 1378
Troops under, are to be disbanded in a few days, - 1408
Decision of a Court of Inquiry approved by, ~ - 1493
Letter from, read in Congress, - 1603
(See Pollard, Jonathan.)
Letters from, to-

James Bowdoin, .. 1096
Colone] Cheever,

_
860

General George Clinton, - a 682
General James ClintonJ ~ - 752
Colonel De Roussi, -

_
742

Captain Ea)'ers,
_

1109
Colonel Ford, - 1277
General Gates, _

1219
ColonelHay, - - 1125
Colone]Huntington, _

664
General Lee, - - 795, 834, 1125
Genel'al Lincoln, 1405
Colonel Malcom,

_

1074
General McDougall, 1278
Dr. McKnight, 752
Dr. Morgan, - 769New.York Convention, - - 325 781

822, 859, 1060, 1298, 1299,' 1405
Colonel Palfrey, - 1431
General Scott, 842, 872, 906
Mlijor Smith, a 1515
Colonel Thomas,

_

1431
Captain Treadwell, - - 873
Governour Trnmbnll,

_
1096, 1491

Colonel Tyler,
_

1029
Colonel Van Cortlandt, - - 768, 1096, 1153
General Washmgtoll, - - 751 858

1040,1096, 1153, 1169, 1234, 1243, 1344, 1430,' 1464
Letters to, from-

Generlil Arnold,
Colonel Brewer,
Ceneral George CHnton, -
Genera] James C]inton, -Timothy Danielson, ~

Doctor Eustace,
Major Fish,
Colonel Ford, .
Peter Garson, -
Dr. Chauncy Graham,
Captain Hamlen,
Robert H. Harrison,
Colonel Hay, -Major Hughes,
CoJonel Huntington,

- 1466
- 1170

1040, 10S5

- 897, 1039, 1074
1083, 1084

- 1161
- 1380

- 1260, 1277

- 752
906, 936

- 1449
779,839,871, 1276

842, 1059, 1123, 1235, ]236

-1218, 1299, 1366

- - - 678
822, 833, 840, 1039, 1072, 13S1

Rev. Charles Inglis, - . - - - - 1167
General Lee, - - 795, 822, 857, ]073, 113S, 1167
Colonel Malcom, 1059, 1109, 1139, 1173, 1297
General McDougall, 1139, 1260, 1315
John McKesson, - 935
Dr. Morgan, ~

_
781

Colonel Moylan,
_

1233
Robert Morris!

_
1254



1726 INDEX. 1726

Heath, General, letters to, from-Continued. Hereditary Honours, clause in Maryland Declaration
New~YorkCommittee of Safety, - 329,334, of Rights against granting, ~ - - 147

351, 356, 360, 1061, 1085, 1171, 1433 Herkimer, General Nicholas, at Canajoharie, - 291
Colonel Nicoll, -1204, 1366 Letter from, to General Schuyler, - - 577
General Nixon, 678,741 Letter to, from Robert Yates, - 581
Joseph Nourse, Secretary to General Lee, - 1095 Letter from, to New-York Committee of Arrange-
Captain Paine, -

]219 ment, - 798
Colonel Palfrey, - 1260 And others, petition of, to New-York Convention, 1353
-William Peck, Aid-dc-Camp to Genera] Spencer, 1109 Hermmance, Captain Andries, Colonel Graham'sRegi-
Colonel Soammell, . 1030, 1169 ment - 219
General Scott,

_
- 894 Hermans~, Captain, member of a Court~MartiaJ, 700, 769

General Spencer, - 932) 1405 Hero, ship, captured by the privateer M'Clary, - - 537

Lord Stirling, -
~ 1246 Herrick, Colonel Henry, order to, from Massachusetts,

GeneralSullivan, - 1218,1233 Council,- ~ - - - . - 410!415
Colonel Symmes, - 1247 Herrick, Mr., bearer of a letter from John McDonald
GovernouTTrumbull, - 1142 to New-YorkConvention) - 714
JosephTrumbuH, - 1406 Herring,J., accountofleadandbaH,&c.,delivere.dto, 213
Colonel Tyler, - - 905 Herron, Peter, Tory, escape of) from Hartford Jail) - 731
Pierre Van Cortlandt! 873,899 Hertford Committee, letter from, to James Clay, - 941
General 'Wadsworth, - 1124 Hertel, MOllsieur,Canadian prisoner) payment of his
Generltl Warner, - 1469 allowance, - 1567
General Washington, - 656, Hesketh, Captain, British, permitted by General Wash-

678,708,1185,1218, 1274, 1363, 1445,1462 inuton to "0 to New-York, -
.

- 920,1028
Hebb, Vernon, and Timothy BoweR) letter from, to Hesse~uller, Captain, Hessian, wounded, - 1057

Maryland Council of Safety, - - 508 Hessians, General Howe said to be unable to restrain) 603
Hedrick, Adolph William, appointed Captain in the General Washington thinks exchange of, will be

Ele\.enth Penn~ylvania Regiment, - 188 attended with good consequenc€s, - .. 699
Heidelbcrgh, Pennsylvania, application for its quota General Washington requested to negotiate an ex-

of ~alt. - - 778 chanO'eof, as soon as possible,- - - - 705
Heimar, Lieutenant, prisoner, payment of allowance EngageOd in the attack on Fort Washington) - 707

of, - - 1567 Arrival oflast division of) at New-Yol'k, - 855
Heiser, Captain William, advance to, on account of Return of killed and wounded) - 1056, 1057

German Battalion, . . 131 Have suffered severely jn several actions, - 1059
Heister, Lieutenant-General, - - 922 Two Brigades of, in the expedition to Rhode-Island, 1145

Deeply mortified at the event at Trenton, - 1514 Conduct ot~ in New-Jersey, - - 1188
Heligar, Mr., Maryland delegates referred to, respect- Offer by a foreigner to go among, for recruits, - 1308

iog certain bills of clothing, - 1214 Clothing, tents, and every species of camp equipage
Hellebergh, New-York, conspiracy of Tories at, - 288, will be wanted for, - - ]318

289, 292, 56], 568 Horrid devastations wherever they go) - . 1334
Orders to Major Ford for his march to, - - 574 Skirmish of Colonel Griffin with, - - 1360
Major Ford's report of his proceedings at) - 579 Talien at Trenton-see Trenton.

Helme, Adam, petition of, to MassaGhusetts Court, - 377 Prisoners) favourable impression should be made
Order for delivering cannon to, - 377 upon, - 1459

Helme, R. J., Rhode-Island, - - 1209 Paraded in Philadelphia, - 1484
Hende, Captain, Return of Company of, - . 621 From the GeNeral to the commonest soldier curse
Henderson, Jame:3~prisoner, Dr. Witherspoon has and imprecate the war) . 1487

leave to take, to Princeton, - 1564 Description of a standard o~ taken at Trenton, - 1507
Henderson,Matthew, appointed by Pennsylvania Coun- Wanton destruction by, - 1509

cil of Sar~ty Captain in the Continental service, - 189 Prisoners, Committee at Lancaster recommended
Payment to~ for recruiting service, - 197 to treat with 11;indness) - 1511

Henderson, William, appointed Captain in Eleventh Governour Tryon assured that the Rebels will not
Pennsylvania Regiment, -

~ 188 bl? able to seduce them from their aHegiance, - 1514
J. Mease to furnish Company o~ with blankets and Congress direct treaty be.tween the Courts of Lon~

stockings,
- 1602 don and Hesse to be clfculated among, - - 1583

Hendman, CaptCi.in, Maryland, Return of Company of, 1081 Hetfield, Captain, commanding a Continental brig pur~
Hendrick, Captain William, - 1569 chased by General Mifflin, - 357
Hendricks, Captain, killed at Quebeck) ~

_

1460 Hettey, taken by the Alfred, - - 1282
Hendricks, Stephen, to take care of stores,

_
t 129 Hewes, Caleb, payment to, by Pennsylvania Council

Hendrickson) Colonel, - 892 of Safety,for oak scantling, - 186
Hendrickson, Major, - 892 Hewlett, George) parole of, - 1355
Henley, Lieutenant-OolonelDavid,Massachusetts, ap- Heysham, William, on Committee for purchase and

pointed Lieutenant-Colonel in the new arrange- distribution of salt) - . 186
ment, - 713, 1084 Heyward, Daniel, member of South-Carolina Assem-

Henley, Major, complimentary notice of, - - 522 bly,
Hennessy, Lieutenant John, payment to) for the bal- On Committee on establishing a reprisal fund,

ance of his account for wages, - - 186 On Committee on memorial of inhabitants of Charles-
Henson, Henry, member of CornmiUee of Mendon, Town, 47

Massachusett:;, - - 738 On Committee on captures, - 48
Henry, Lieutenant, (British,) commendation of, - 818 On Committee to examine engrossed ordinances, 48) 78
Henry, Nathaniel, recommended to New-York Com- To prepare a bill for establishing watch companies

mittee of Arrangement for Lieutenant, - 1388 in Charles-Town, - - - . _ ..
Henry, Patrick, Governour of Virginia- On Committee to revise the Constitution,

Letter to, from President of Congre~s, - - 651 On Committee to wait on the President)
Letters from, to President of Congress,.. ~ 761) 1092 On Committee on state of the Treasury,
Letter from, to Board of War, - 1270 On Committee on President's Message,
Letter from, to Maryland Council of Safety,. - 1356 Heyward, Thomas, Jun., delegate in Congress from
Proclamation by, . - 1425 South-Carolina-
Requested to order the Virginia Light-Horse to join On Committee on an application of General Schuy-

GeneralWashington) - - .. - ~ 1582 ler, . - - - - - - - 1506Henry and Ann, prize brig, order to Richard Derby, Added to Committee on affairs of the Northern
Jun., respecling, - 409 Army, . 1610

Petition of late master of, _
438 On Committee on letter from William Kennon to

Henshaw, Benjamin, Jr.) appointed Ensign, Connec- General Lee, - . 1618
tieut, . 460 Hibernia, South-Carolina pilot boat, discharged, _

1533
Henshaw, Ensign, member ora Court-Martial,

- - 1494 Hicks) Captain, troops agailJst Tories placed under
Hepburn, Stacey, rope-walks of, Pennsylvania, - - 184 the command of, .. 290
Herbert, Captain Thomas, (Pennsylvania,) proposed Of Colonel Van Schaick's Continental Regiment) _

292
exchange of, . - 629 Detachedagajnstthe disatfected)- - - - 563

61
41

60
61
61
64
74
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Hicks, George, member of South-Caro1ina Assembly, 4 Hir:1e, Ambrose, appointed Second Lieutenant, Can-
On Committee for preventing spread of small~pox! 6 necticllLj - - 458
On Committee to revise Militia law, - - - 18 Hines, Captain Andrew, MarylandJ authorized to en-
On Committee to wait on the President, 19 roll a Company, - 108
On CommiUee to arrange elections, 21 Hinman, Captain Elisha, prize taken by, .. 512,637
On Committee on Presidenl's Message, - 22 Letter to, from Commodore Hopkin~1 - 608, 667

Hicks, Hendrick, returnet! to Tryon County, - 582 Has a commission for the Alfred, - 1282
Hjcks, Nicholas, payment to, in full, for paving and Hii'ipaniola, three privateers said to be fitting out from, 476

). repairing barracks} - . 196 History, of the .AmericanRevolution, William Gordon
ai~ks, Charles, parole of, . 1143 preparing, - 1266
Hicks} Jona., one of the signers of the letter from the Hitchcock, Colonel Daniel, Return of Regiment of, . 499,

inhabitants of Papaeonek, - 215 505, 709, 831
,flicks} Thomas, recommended for Ensign, . 1388 President of a Court.Martial, . 654
Hide, Colonel Caleb, letter to, from General Gates,. 623 Order of rnarch for Brigade of, . 1167
Hide, Jedediah, appointed Captain, Connecticut" - 458 Return of Brigade of, . - 1401

J udge.Advocate of a. Court-Martial, -
. . 1515 Hitchcock, David, appoinfed Ensign, Connecticut} - 460

Hides, of cattle killed for the Army, to be carefu]]y Hitchcock, John, to be confined in jRiJ, - - 469
preserved, - - 4 - - -

_
245 Hitchcock} Joseph, elected Ensign, l\Iaryland, - - 915

ResoJutions of New- York Convention relative to, 249, 304 Hitchcock, Mr., on Committee for repairing road to
At FishkiIJ, Major Terboss and Isaac Van \\T)ck to Ticonderoga, - - 446

take charge of, - 371 Hitchcock, William, Judge-Advocate ora Court~Mar-
Resolutions of Congress respecting, - 1579 tial, M 700
Letter from Commissioners 'to the Northern Army Hitchins, Lieutenant, (note) - - 335

to Commissary Trumbull respecting} (note,) - 1588 Hite, ALr'm, (Virginia,) security for Charles Simms, - 761
Higgins] Ensign Cornelius, taken prisoner on Long- Hittziemar, Jacob, Philadelphia, . 1240

Island} . - 715 Hobart, John Sloss, letter from) read in NewMYork
Higgins, Lieutenant) First Virginia Regiment, sick, - 516 Convention, 202, 252
Highlands, Colonel Livingston ordered to repair to, Letter from} to New.York Convention,

- - 240
with bi5 detachment, . 202 HobbYI Jonathan, resolve of Massachusetts for the

Conoition of things at the forts in, . . - 203 delivery of powder to, . 383
General Washington desired to send garrison to the Hobby, Thomas, appointed Lieutenant.Colonel, Can.

fortsin, . - 208 necticut,- - 458
Congress approve the measures adopted by New- Hobby, Thomas, Jr., appointed En~ign} Connecticut, 460

York Convention for defence of, . 209 Hodge, Asahe]" appointed First Lieutenant, Connec-
Order forrepair of road fromnorth side of, to King's licut, - 458

Bridge, - . - - - - - - - 227 Hodge,Doctor,prisonerin New-York, - - 1374
Repair of roads leading to the fortifications jn, .. 252 Hodge, Micbael, appointed agent to seJi cannon at
Pick-axes, &c.} to be impressed for works at, . 261 Newburyport, - - 686
Captain BrillckerhotTappointed to superintend re- Hodgers, Captain Samuel, _

1435
pair of roads in, - 264 :Hodgkin, Thomas Brooke, on Board of Accounts} - 92

Five hundred pounds advanced on account of erec- Signer of bills of credit, Maryland,
_

176
tion of fortifications in, - 268 Hoffman, Daniel, Tory, committed to' prison at Exe-

Cannon to be placed in, on Hudson's River, - 283 ter, New-Hampshjre, .. .. . .. _
687

Secret Committee at the forts in, to cause Hud~on's Hoffman, Ensign Evert, - - 219
River to be sounoed, 288 Hoffner, Ensign GeorgeJ appointed Second Lieuten-

Security of the United States depends on bolding ant,
_

876
the passes of, on Hudson's River, - 365 Hogan, James, Secretary of Captain J. P. Jones, . 739

New.York Committee of Safety urge upon General Hogdon, Major, New-Hampshire, -
_

1455
Washington the importance of guarding the de- Hogeland, Benjamin, letter to, from Robert Morris, - 1439
files in, - - 369 Hogg, Lewis, sent prisoner to Exeter" New-Hamp-

Examination of passes in, by Co]onel Putnam, - 768 shire, - .. .. . - .. - - 469
Soundings of the Hudson River in, - 812 Order respecting confinement of, injaill disannulled, 471
General Heath to secure the passes through, - 821 Hogmire,Conrad,Commissioner for Washington Coun-
General Scott ordered to Haverstraw'to defend the ty, Maryland, ~ - ~ . - - . 103

passes of, - 842 Hoisington, IV[ajorJoab,Mr. Jay added to Committee
Necessity of securing the passes in, . 899 on application of, to New-York Convention,

- 203
General George Clinton not to put it out of his Report in New-,York Convention on appJication of, 216

power to regain} - - . - - - 1157 Roll of officers m Company of Rangers of, - 222
GeneraJ Clinton will not suffer himself to be diverted Letter from, to New-York Convention) ..

-
_

222
from the security of, - 1347 Report of Committee on appJication ofl for pay and

HUI, Captain, powder brought by, to Maryland, - 668 subsistenceofRangers,.. - - - 222-226
Hill, Ebenezer, appointed Second Lieutenant, Con- One month's pay and rations allowed to, .. 248

necticut,4 . 459 Letter from, read in New-York CommiUee of Safety, 287
Hill, Henry} Massachusetts) on Committee to pur- Pro~eedings and letters relative to Ranging Compa-

chase stores for Continental Army, - . 420 Dies of, ~ 940-948
Hill, Henry, appointed Second Lieutenant, Connec- Hoit, Joseph, prisoner in jail at Fairfield, Connecticut, 1281

ticut, - 459 Hoit, Samuel, appointed Second Lieutenant, Connec-
HiII,John, promised to take care of sick, - - 788 ticut, 459
Hill, "Joseph,recommended for Second Lieutenant, . 513 HoJan's Ferry, - . . - 1322, 1323, 1324
Hill & Marret, payment to, for a boatJ - - - 184 H01brook, Ebenezer, Connecticut, refuses the appoint-
Hillegan} James, one of the Commissioners for adjust- ment of Captain,

- 1103
iog the accounts in the Norlhern Department, ~ 353 Holcom, Asahel, on Committee for procuring arms, _

454
Hillegas, M,ichad, on Committee to wait on Congress Holcomb, Benjamin! appointed Ensign, Connecticut, 460

with a resolve, - .. - - . - - 191 Holden, Mr., appolDted Paymaster of Connecticut
Hillegas, Mr., Treasurer, authorized to employ proper troops, - - 552

persons to sign bitls, - 1610 Holdridge, Hezekiah} appointed Major, Connecticut, 458
Names of penwils to sign bills of credit returned by, 1613 Holdridge, Major, charge of, .againstLieutenantAdams, 700

Hillegas} Samue], to sign Continental bills of credit,. 1613

1

Member of a Court.Marual, - - . _
1346

Hillbouse,Major,ODCommittee for pubJishingcerlain Holenbeck, John, appointed Second Ljeutenant Con-
acts, 448 necticut,- - - - - - ~ _ 459

Hillhouse1William, member of Connecticut Council Ho1!and,the centre of money and credit for Europe _
1022

of Safety, 511 HolI~nd, C1aptai!l Francis, advance to, by Congress;
- 1563

Hincnman}'Ben., express, ten pounds paid to,. 346 HolI~daYI Captain, RettHn of Company of, - . 921
Hincldey, John) Selectman of Georgetown} 390 Hollingsworth, Henry, manufactul~ ofgun.barreJs by, 101
Hindman, John, appaiDled Surgeon to the Eastem- L~tters from, to MaryJand Council of Safety, 4911776, 1272

Shore Battalion of Militia for the FJying-Camp, - 89 HoJlIngsworth, Jesse, letters from, to Maryland COUI]-
Hindman, WilJiam,Treasurer of Eastern-Shore, Mary- cil of Safety, ~ - - - - 513,668,.903,

land, - 181 914, 916, 1024, 1025, 1164, 1253, 1456
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Hollingsworth, Zebulon, order to, to deliver shot to
Marine Committee, .. .. 193

HoJlister, Thomas, Jun., appointed First Lieutenant,
Connecticut, ~ - 458

Holly, Joseph, and others, prisoners on a prison ship,
letter from, to Governour Trumbull, .. .. 11.'19

Hollyday, John Robert, appointed Quartermaster of
Maryland Militia, .. 123

Holman, Colonel, Nathan Putnam on a Committee in
the room of, - .. 398

Holman, Colonel, Return of Regiment of,.. 499, 709, 831
Regiment of, to march to Providence, Rhode-

Island, - - 1133
Holmer, Christian, elected Major of Virginia Artillery, 1594
Holmes, B., tried and convicted by a Court-Martial,.. 528
Holmes, Eliphalet, appointed Captain, Connecticut,.. 458
Holmes, Captain John, appointed a Wagonmasler, ~ 440
Holmes, S., tried and convicted by a Court-Martial). 528
Holmes, SamueJ, payment to, for cutlasses, - 183
Holmes, Silas, Surgeon's Mate, - 715
Holmes, Surgeon, position of, in case of' action, ~ 530
Holmes, Zephaniah, tried and acquitted by a Court~

Martial, .. ~ 528
Holms, Moses, notified to meet in Genera] Assembly, 666
Holton, Samuel, on Committee on petition of Abra-

ham and Isaiah Walker, ~ .. 404
On Committee on memorial of Richard Derby) ~ 427
Member of Massachusetts Council, 439, 733

Hon, William, member of Cumberland County Com~
mittee,- - 626

HoneywelI, lVIr.,intelJigence brought by, from New~
York,

_
1344, 1345

Hooe, Colonel, bread and powder sent for, - 668
Hooe, R. T., member of Maryland Convention, 88

On Commiuee of Claims, - 89
On Committee on Prizes, ~ 91
On Committee to inquire into progress of MantJfac~

tories, 96
On CommiUee for preparing a Constitution, - 97
On Committee on Non~As:5ociation,

- 107
Leave of absence from Convention, 112, 133

Hoogland, Lieutenant Jers., taken prisoner, . ~ 723
Hooker, Roger, appointed First Lieutenant, Connec~

ticut, - 458
Hooper, Brigadier~General, to aid in repressing dis-

orders in Caroline and Dorchester Counties, ~ 128
Hooper, Henry, Judge of Election, Dorchester Coun-

ty, Maryland,
-

_
174

Hooper, General Henry, letter from, to MaryJand
Council of Safety, - - 697

Hooper, Nicholas, inteHigence brought by, from Bruns-
wick,

- 892
Hooper, Stephen) and Tristram Dalton, petition of, to

l\Iassachusetts General Court! ~
- 380

Hooper, Captain Thomas, on Committee for casting
cannon, - 425

Hooper, William) delegate in Congress from North~
Carolina, on Committee on resolutions of New-
York Convention respecting General Schuyler, ~ 216

Added to Committee on Mr. Bache's letter, .. - 1559
On Committee on an appeal against a sentence of

the Court of Admiralty of Philadelphia, - 1663
Added to Committee on Prisoners,

_

1573
On Committee on an appeal against a sentence of

the Coun of Admiralty of Virginia, - - 1585
On Committee of Foreign Affairs, .. 1328
On Committee to revise resolutions relative to cap~

tures, ~ 1586
To examine into state of prisoners from North-Caro-

lina, _
1608

On Committee to inform Chaplains of their election, 1609
State of prisoners from North~CaroJina reported bYI 1609
On Committee on letter from \Vil1iam KelJOon to

General Lee, - ~ 1618
Hoops) Adam, appointed Second Lieutenant in Col-

onel Hazen's Regiment, - - 1603
Hoops, Major, despatched by General Washington to

General Lee, -
_

1120
Letter from General 1Vashington deli\'ered by, to

General Lee! - ~ 1122
Hoornbeck1 PhiJip, desires an appointment in the new

arrangement, ~
_

1236
Hopewell, Hugh, Judge of Election, St. Mary's Coun-

ty, Maryland,
-

_
173

1

Hopkins, Daniel) on Committee on letter from lJom~
mittee of Salemi 421

Letter from, to James Warren, 508
Member of Massachusetts Council, 733
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Hopkins, Adjutant Elisha, taken prisoner on Long..
Island, - - . 715

Hopkins, Commodore Esek-
Letters from, to-

Marine Committee, -
Thomas Cushing,
CAptain Hinman,
William Ellery,
John Bradford,
Captain .Whipple, -
John Langdon,
Leonard Jarvis,
Governour Cooke,
Captain Jones,
Esek Hopkins, Jr., ..

Letters to, from-
Captain J. Paul Jones, ~ 491
John Bartlett, -

_
512

Governonr Cooke, - 593, 900
John Proud, - - 1356

Hopkins, Esek, Jr., Commodore Hopkins desires
leave for him to come home, - 1282

Letter to, from Commodore Hopkins, - ~ 1284
Hopkins, James, ten pounds advanced to, to enable

him to construct a certain machine, ~ 91
Hopkins, JJseph, Inspector of fire~arrns, Connee,ticut, 454
Hopkins, Lieutenant-Colonel RosweU, ~ 219
Hopkins, Mr., magazine-keeper, Mal'yland,

- 668
Hopkins, Mr., application of, to MaryJand Council of

Safety for a commission, ~ ~ 1482
Hopkins, Mr., Robert Christie served wjth a notice to

leave the State hy, -
_

1147
Hopkins, Ml'" proper attention wi!] be paid to what

Mr. Deane writes concerning) - - 1328
Hopkins, Reuben, Adjutant ill Colonel Graham's Regi-

ment, _
219

Witness on trial of Colonel Graham,
_

488
Hopkins,. Stephen, moderator of a town~meeting at

Providence, _
1130

On Committee to examine suitable places for erect~
iug batteries, ~ _

1130
Member of the Conncil of War of Rhnde-Island,

- 1208
Letter from, to James Bowdoin, - ~ 1423

Hopkinson, Fran<?is~delegate in Congress from New-
Jersey, on a Committee on resolutions of New-
YorkConvention, - .. 1561

Order for payment of expenses of, while making
inquiry for lo~t despatches, _

1562
Appointed one of the persons to execute the busi-

nes~ ufthe Navy, . 1573
Hopper, Mr., Innkeeper at Pi ramus, _

498
Hopper, -William, Sheriff of Caroline County, Mary-

land, petition of,
- - .. ~

-
_

109
Hops, Robert, appointed Quartermaster of the Sixth

Pennsylvania Battalion, - ~ 529
Hopson, George, witness on the tria] of Assistant

Commissary Coombs, _
520

Horn, Alexander, publickboat~keeper, South~Caro-
Jina, summoned to answer for his neglect, - .. 1533

Reprimanded, _
1533

Resigned, .. .. 1.536
Ordered to bring in his accounts, ~ ~ 1536

Hornbeeck, Jacob, Chairman of the Committee of
Rochester, letter from, read in New-York Com-
mittee of Safety, . 307

Letter from, to New-York Convention, ~ ~ 623
Horn, Daniel, witness on the trial of Thos. JoyceJ ~ 1432
Horne, Augustus N., parole of, ~

- -
_

1143
Horneca, Fizeau & Co., firm of, at Amsterdam, .. 480
Hornet, sloop-see Navy, Continental.
Harry, Colonel Danie], South~CarolinaAssembly, on

Committee to wait on the President, ~

On Committee on Privileges and Elections, ..
Elected a member of the Legislative Council,
Election to be held to fill the place of, in the As~

sembly,
-Harry, Elias, Jun., South-Carolina Assembly, on Com~

mittee to wait on Legislative Council, 43, 58I HorHcford, Lieutenant-Colonel, Return ofRe!J"jrnent of 498
Horse~Neck, resolve relative to the officer;' and sol~

diers destined to, _
436

Horses, impressment of, authorized in New-York, 207, 264
Impressment of, authorized in Connecticut, ~

_

453
Order for impressment of, by the enemy, 608
American, Silas Deane wishes one, for a present to

a certain personage, ~
_

884
Irishl preferred to English, by General Howe, 927
Enemy impressing, in New-Jersey, 1027

490, 507, 608, 848, 1162

- 553
608, 667

- 608

- 659, 667, 1284, 1470

- - 658

- 799, 1470
- 849, 1470

-880, 1077, 1088,1130,1131,1162
- 1281

- 1284

3
3
4

28
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HorseYI William, member of MaryJand Convention, - 84 Howe, Joseph, member of South~Carolina Assembly,
LCJ.rc of absence from Convention, 97,180 On Committee on salt,

Hort, 'William, report in South-Carolina AssembJy, on On Committee to revise Militia law,
petition of, 60 On Committee on .l\1r. Pearis's petition,

Horta!ez &. Co., Monsieur Beaumarc.hais to be ad~ On Committee on establishing a reprisal fund,
dresficd in the name of, - - 901 On Committee to wait on tbe President,

Agreement of, with Silas Deane, - - 1091 Howe, Brigadier.Genera] Robert-
No news vet from, - 1241 Letter from, to the President of South-Carolina, . 49

Horton, Oil: Budd, appointed a Commissioner to 5e- Proceedings of South-CaroJiua. Assembly ou letter
cure stock in 1Ve5tchestcr County, -

~ 245 of, - 79,81
Horton, Lieutenantl sickl absent, - 503 Resolutions of South-Carolina Assembly to he fur~
Horton, Second Lieutenant, recommended for a Se- nished to, 84

coud Lieutenancy in the new iirrangement, - 768 Returned to Charlestown from Georgia, - 596
Horton, Lieutenant Jacobus, member of a Court-l\1ar- Howe, Vice-Admira] Lord Viscount-

tia],
- 1263 Letter from, to the Secretary of the Admiralty, - 816

Horton, Lieutenant 1iVilIiam, cashiered by a Court- Exchange of prisoner8 proposed by, to Governour
Martial, - - 1084 Trumbull, - 846

Hose, Committee of Ma;;sachusetts to procure twenty Instructions of, to Lieutenant Barker, - - 846
th0115[JIJdpair, for tbe ArmYI - 424 Proclamation by, - 927

Hoskins, \ViJliam,to act for Joseph Trumbu1Jin his Anonymous Jetter to, . - 1255
absence, - - 1032 Return by, of captures of AmericcITI vessels, - - 1523

Hosmer, Captain J06eph, - 375 Howe, Lieutenant-General Sir WiJliam-
Hosmer, Titus, member of Connecticut Council of Preparations by Pennsy]vania Council ofSafet)' for

Safety, ~ 550 defence in consequence of movements of, - - 187
Powder \'oted to, by Connecticut Council of Safet}', 899 Committee of Congress to devise measures to ob.
OJ] Committee to go to Providence, - 1389 struet progress of, - - 195, 1580

Hospitals- Plan of, to unite with General Carleton at Albany, 340
Of South-CaroJina, David Oliphant appointed Direc~ At Brunswick, with ten thousand men, .. 363

tor-General of, ~ 4 Has but two moves more, - - 555
At New- York, payment of nurse at, . 186 Mu~t attempt something on account of his reputa-
On Province Island, 200 tion, ~ 556
Provided for the sick of LicUtenant-Calone] Welsh, 322 Request o~ for raising troops in Albany Count}', - 587
Academy at Fishkill used for, . 361 Preparing for an expeditiolJinto Ncw-Jer~ey, - 620
Letter from Geneml Heath respecting, read in NeWR Head-Quarters of, at De Lancey's Mills, .. 858

York Committee of Safety, - 361 Joined the Army in NcwMJersey,- - 891
Resolution of Connecticut, providing, - - 456 Proclamation by, - - 927
Of Flying-Camp and J er~ey Militia, Return of sick Commendation of, by the Duke of Richmond, - 969

in. - - 463 Return of, to New~Yol'k, ~ 1028
Reg~]ations for, proposed by Dr. MOl'g:lll, - 781 In possession of Brunswick, ~ 1033
BritishArmy, Dr. Morris r~commended for Inspector To join ihe Army in the Jerseys to.morrow, - - 1038

of, - - 927 Expected to publish a proclamation of pardon and
Of the ROJal Army, at Montreal, - - 1029 peace, ~ 1095
Sufferiogs in Northern Army for want of, ~ 10311 1358 At Trenton, - 1189
For Gentmtl Heath's department, extremely wanted, 1060 An emissary from, sent to General Gates for exam.
Committee appointed by Pennsylv.ania Council of ination, - w 1202

Safety to confer with the Board of lVar on estab- Gone to New-York, - 1230, 1314
iishjng, - - 1094 Arnvedof despatches from, in England, - 1269

At Norwalk, letter from the Surgeon of, to General Flag to be seut tOI to inquire into treatment of Gen~
Heath, - - 1161 eralLee,- - 1368

To be put upon a better establishment,. - 1246 Busy sending despatches to England, - - 1464
PJan for, by Dr. Shippen, - 1259 No doubt will be very angry at the doings in the
To be erected on Mount Independence, ~ 1478, ]592 Jerseys} - w1484
PennsyJvania,payment to, by Congress, - 1569 Lctter from, to General Washington read in Con-
Regu1utionsfor, - . 1576 gress, - 1573
Strict inquiry to be made into the conduct of the Letters to, from-

Directors of, - - 1592 Lord George Germajn, 537,538
Pennsylvania, to be _procured for Ihe sick of the General vVashillgton, 1028,1054, 1187, 1257,1474

Continenta] Army, - - 1599 New-York Convention, ~ . 1351
Hostages, sent by General Schuyler to Reading, - 1600 Letters from, to-
Hostilities, commiU0d by the Minietcria] troopst an GenerallVashington} 676 677

autbentick account of, to be collected, - 757 Lord George Germain, 8931921,1926,
Hotchkins, Philip, s3.i!ing-master, in an expedition to 1054, 1279, 1316, 1317, 1345, 14631 1475

Deer-hland, ~ 429 Howe], Jamest Commissioner for the sale of the per-
Hotham, Commodore, (British,) embarkation under sonal estate of Thomas Barclay, ~ 328

Direction of, - - 816 Howell, Jacob S., Secretary of Pennsy]mnia Council
Commendation of, ~ 922 of SafetYt - 555, 1255
In expedition against Rhode-I~]and, - 1176

[

Howell, SamueJ,Chairman of a meeting of citizens of
Houlad, W., tried and convicted by a Court-l\hrtia!, - 528 Philadelphia, - - - - - ~ ~ 483
House,John, deposition of, re]ativeto the Patowmack Arbitrator in the case of the sloops Dragon and

Ferry, to be taken, - 140 .Molly, - - - - - ~ - - 748
Payment to, for ferriageJ- 1593 HoweJl, Stephen, Adjutant, has not receive"dhis com-
House, Simeon, <lppointed Ensign, Connectic,ut, . 460 mission,

- w 1451
Houssa~gorJ Colonel, refusal of, to obey Magistrates Hower, Nicholas, payment to, for Trustees of the Poor

of Pennsylvania, - 186 of Frederick County, 1571
Hou3ton, John, de1egate in Congress from Georgia, Howith, Robert, deposjtions against, read in Maryland

credentials of, - ~ 1607 Con\"ention, 91
Houston, Captain John, bounty money ad,'anced tOJ - 364 Report of Committee on conduct of, - 108
Houston,,"Vil1iam,deposition of, relati\'e to treatment To give bond for his good behaviour, _

110
of prisoners, - 1234 Howitzers, order of lVlaryJrmdConvention for the im-

Howe, TiJley,witness on trial of Majof Anstin, - 655 portation of, . - 116
Howard,First Lieutenant Ephraiml recommended fer Howland, "\Villiam,permitted to go to New-London

First .Major, - 1307 on a flag of truce, -Recommended for Second J\{<1jor,- - ]307 Howlou, Benjamint paro]e of,-
Howard, Gcorge, elected an En~ign in (he German Hubbard, I~e"eret, an Examiner of Surgeons, _

Bilttaljon, M 1576 Hubbard, Thomas, deceased, R

Howarrl, \iVil!iam, appoi]]ted I~iel1tenaut and comman- Hubley! Captain,
_

del' of a company, Connecticut, ~ 1192 HubleYI John, member of Pennsylvania Council
Howe, Colonelj Return of Regiment of, ~

- 499 Safety, ~

29
31
34
37
47
40

846
. 1143

- 455
436

- 1569
of
- 197
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Hub]ey, Majorl engaged in a skirmish, ~ 602 Hughes, Major, Canada prisoner, exchanged, pasEes ,
Hudson, Barz, gaoler, reward offered by, for appre- requested for, - - .-

M
. 1463

hension of Major French and others, - - 1452 Hughes, Mr., letter from, referred to Manne Commlt-
Hudson, Jon., letter from, to M:uyland Council of tee, - - - - - - - ~1620

Safety,
_

- 482 Hughe~J Peter, appointed temporary Aid-dc-Camp to
Hudson, Sert1cant, Maryland, killed, - - - 487 General Gates, - - - - - - 527
Hudson Ri\'e~, letters from Committee for obstructing Hughes, Timothy, appointed in Colonel Lidngston's

navigation of,
_ _ _

- - - 204, 205

[

Regiment, - - - - - - - 138.8
Boatspassing upand down)to becarefullyexamined, 245 Hughs, Daniel,Commissionerfor Washington County,
Henry Wisner, Jr., to aid in completing the obstruc- Maryland,. - - - - - - 103

tion o~ at Fort Montgomery,
_ _

- - 264 Hugh:;, James, appointed Second Lieutenant, Con-
Onethousandpoundsadvancedon accountofob- necticut,- - - - - - - . 459

structing, _ _ _ _
- - - ~68 Hughs,LieutenantThomas,woundedandin the hos-

Cannon to be mOl1nted at different places on, - 283 pital, - - . - - - - - 506
General Schuyler requests depths of, to be taken at Hughs, Samuel, member of Maryland Convention, - 94

placesproperto obstructthe na\'igation,- - 287 OnCommitteeto reportlistofprisoners, - - 94
Soundings of, ordered to be taken, - 288 On Committee to inquire into state of jail in Fred-
Ad\'ice of General Officers and Engineers to be erick, 96

td;en on the best mode of obstructing, - 316 Motions by, in Maryland Convention, - - 109
Draft of, furnished to the Committee on obstructing, 317 Leave of absence fi.om Maryland Convention, 123, 126
Plan for perfecting the obstructions of, to be re- Hulbert, Lieutenant-CoJonel, wi]! probably not accept

ported with all "peed, - 322 his commission, - 834
To be obstructed agreeably to the plan recom- Letter from, read in New-York Committee of Ar-

mended by General James Clinton, - - 324 range me nt, - 957
Enemy in entire possession of, up to tbe forts, . 325 Letter from, to New.York Committee of Arrange-
Resolutions of New-York Committee of Safety for ment, . 1140

obstructing, - 327 Hulings, Captain John, Second Pennsylvania Regi-
Importance of, to the enemy, - 332 ment, in bad health, - 743
Conference of Robert R. Livingston wilh Generals Said to be unfit for service, - - 771

Heath and Chnton on obstrucring, - - 338 Hull, Captain, member of a Court. Martial, 4881 496
Congress requested to commit the direction of the HuH, Joseph, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, - . 460

obstructions of, to General Schuyler, .. 340 Hull, WiJliam,appointed Captain, Connecticut, - 458
Letter from New-York Committee of Safety to ) Humfrey, Colonel Cornelius, rank-roJlofRegiment of, 219

General Schuyler respecting,
-

w 341 Humfrey, Lieutenant J:Jlnes, - - - - - 219
Memorandum of articles wanted by the detachment Humphrey, Jonathan, Jun., appointed Second Lieu-

empJoyed in obstructing, .. - 355 tenant, Connecticut, - 458
Letter from General Schuyler relative to obstructingl Humphries, Ralph, member of South-Carolina As-

read in New-York Commiuee of Safe tv, .. a 361 sembly; - 35
Security of the United States depends o.n holding Humphrey, Colonel William, representation by, of the

the passes of the Highlands on,
_ _ _

365 difficultiesof raising a detachment in Dutchess
Certificate relative to chain across,

_ 37], 1140 COllnty, - - - . - - - - 205
Order for payment for the chain brol(en at,

_
- 372 Return of Regiment of, - 499

MateriaJs for obstructing, tu be forwarded from AI.. Number of musket cartridges and flints delivered to, 679
bany,

_
374 Return of Dutchess County Militia under, 679,823

Passage of three vessels up, - - 602 Commissary to furnish list of arms, &c.j delivered
Chain across, broke twice,

_ 752 to,_: - 860
General James Clinton urged to complete rhe ob- Quartermaster to furnish list of tents,&c., delivered

structions in, as fast as possible,
_ _

. 752 to Regiment of, - 860
Letter from New-York Committee of Safety to Con- Regimenr of, about to ]eave Fort Montgomery, - 897

gresE respectin§[ obstructions of; - 782 Regiment of, refuse to continue in service till the
Soundings of, in the Highlands,

_ _
812 first of January, - 1039

Sounding of, before the Convention, w

_

85!::t Letter from, to Major Birdsall, - 1432
General Clinton confident that it may be obstructed Humptoll, Richard, Colonel of Eleventh Pennsylvania

by sinking blocks,
- -

_ _ _ _
859 Regiment, on Committee to fix a spot for a mil i-

General George Clinton's proposition fOI ob13truct- tary magazine,
- 184

iog, not answered by Convention, _
860 To re\'iew Artillery at Fort Island, - 187

General Clinton's plan for obstructing, approved by Appointment of Captains in Regiment of, . 188
Convention,

- -

_ _ _ _
w 899 Blankets delivered to Regiment o~ - 190

General.Heath paying the utmost attention to ob. Payments to, for bounty money! &c., 185,190, IB7, 201
Structlllg,

_
1040 Sent forward to coHeet boats for crossing Ihe DeJa-

General Schayler's plan for obstructing, _ _
1043

1

ware, .1027,1028
General Heatb win pay particular attention to the Hun, Captain John, 205, 206

posts and passes OIlwest side of, _
..

_
'1060 Hunnewell, Ensign Richard, sick, - - 506

Gener~l Schuyler pleased tha! General George Chn- BeJong~ to Massachusetts-Bay, w 552
ton IS eng<1ged ]fj obstruct 109,

_ _ _ _
1101 Hunt, AdJutant, to do the duty ofl\fajor of BriO'ade, - 530

General George Clinton pushing the obstructions in, 1l~4 Hunt, Alexander, appointed a Commissioner to ~ecure
Huger, Captain, detachment under, - 292,564 stock in Westchester County, - - 245

Directed. to return to Sc~oharie, - 293, 294, ~65, 582 Hunt, .Arad, mem?er of Cumberland County (N ew-Huger,l\faJor,SouthMCarohnaAssembly,011Comrmt- York)Committee,- - - - -
_

1042
tee to provide guard upon Bloody Point, _

38 Hunt, David,intellicrencebrouqht fromNew-York by 858
On Commi~tee on President's l\fessages, 41) 74 Hunt, Captain Fr~d., letter to, from Jane Knox:

Hughes, Damel a~d Samuel, a soldier discharged to bro'~ght from New- Yark by a flag,
- - - 368

enter Ih.e sernce of, - . -
..

- - - 1600 Hunt, Gdbord, gone to join the Ministeral Army, ac-
Hughes, MaJor Hugh, AS31stant Quartermaster, letter count of the effects left by, - - . w 1100

from, read in New-York Commitree of Safety I - 337 Hunt, Mr., (Boston,) house of, plundered, - 429
Report on leiter of, - - - - ~ . 345 Hunt, Samuel, recommended for a Second Lieuten-
l..etter from, to New-York Convention, - - 663 ancy,

_
76"7

Lette.r fr~m, to General .Wooster, -
_

711 Hunt, 'Villiam, inteJ1jgence brot1ght by, from Bruns-
ApplIcatIOno~ for three hundred bushe]s of oats, - 1030 wick,. - - - - - -

_ 892
Letters from, to General Heath, - 1218,1299,1366 Hunter, Captain, member ofa Court-lVIarJiaJ,

-
~ 934

Info~ma~ion from, respecting certain goods stored at Hunter, Captain Elijah, refuses to sene in lhe new
FIShkIll, - - - . - - - - 1264 arrangement, -

_
W41

To be informed that a body of New-York Militia Hunter, James, First Lieutenant ofa Company in DI.
are to march to North-Castle, - - 1349 ster County, - - - - - -

_
219

Letter from, to General W as~ingtonJ - - 1475 Commissioner for the sale of the personal estate of
Hughes, J~hn, a wounded soJdler, -

_
(569 Thomas Barclay, - - - - - _

328
Hughes, Lieutenant Jamesl refuses to serve in the Hunter, Peter, passenger on ship Clarendon, an ex.~

new Army, . 1041 change of, to be proposed, w 1208
..
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Hunter, '\-Villiam,affidavit of, relative to Major Hoising..
ton's Rangers)

_
- 946

Hunterdon County, New-Jersey, Militia of, ordered to
join General Washington,.. .. 869

Huntingtollj Long Island, efforts to fQrce the people
at, to join the British, .. w .. .. .. 240

Huntington Bay, exchange of prisoners to take place
at, - . g07

Huntiogton, Andrew, Commissary, Connecticut, - 1221
Huntington, Benjamin, member of Connecticut Coun-

cil of Safety, . . 511
Huntington, Ebenezer, appojnted Captain, Connecti-

cut,- . 458
Huntington, Colonel Ebenezer, Assistant Adjutant-

General, Jetter from, to Committee of Litchfield, 793
Return signed by, .. 834
Orders of, for securing Sergeant Tripp and others,

1170, 1466
Huntington, Captain Jabe7:, on Committee for proctJr~

ing arms, - 454
Inspector of fire-arms, ~ - 454
Member of Connecticut Council of Safety, ~ - 511
Notified to m-eet in General AssembJy, ~ - 666
Report b}', on exchange of prisoners proposed by

Lord Howe, ~ 846
To deliver twenty-five pounds powder to the Selee-l-

men of Coventry, -
~ ~

- - - 1161
Huntington, Colonel Jabez, letter from) to Captain

Tracy, . 1145
Huntington, Jedediah, appointed Co]one],Connecticut, 458

Return of Regiment of, - 499
Letter from, to Governour Trumbull, 8- 559
Orders to, from General Heath, ~ ~ 664
Letters from, to General Heath, - - 678,

822, 833, 840, 1039, 1072, ]
372

List of killed, taken, and prisoners in Regiment of, 7 l'5
Regiment of, sent to Sidnum's Bridge, - - - 751
Extracts of letters from, to his son, - 793! 1452
Said to be the intention of the Tories to conduct

the enemy to, and surround, - 842
Sick in Regiment of, recommended for discharge, - 939

Huntington, Samuel, present at Connecticut Council
of Safety,. . 665

Huntington, Simeon, appointed FirstLieutenant, Con~
necticut, ~ ~ 458

Huntoon, Second Lieutenant J.. ap\Jointed First
Lieutenant, - 876

Hurd, Colonel John, letter from, to Meshech Weare, 686
Letter to, from Colonel \Vayne, - - 845
A Company in New-Hampshire to receive orders

from, - 843
Hurlbut, Lieutenant George B., letter from, to Colonel

Parsons, ~ - 1303
Hurons, reference to, in a. letter of ColQnel Guy John~

son, 839
Hutchiw30n, Colone]} Return of Regiment of, - - 663,

1035, 1401
Number of Regiment of, at and near Newark, fit for

duty, - - 822
Hutchinson, Colonel Israe], Return of officers in Regi~

meutof. - . . - - - . 1037
Hutchinson, Governour, letter from Samuel Dexter

relative to papers o~ ~ - 758
Report of Committee appointed to examine papers

of, - - . . . . - - . 759
Hutman, C~ristian, inteJIjgence brought by, from

BrunswH~k, - .. ~ - - - - 892
Hutton, Christopher, recommended by Colonel Wil-

lett for Ensign, - - ~ ~
_ _

1515
Hutton, George, reward to, for apprehending a high-

way robber, ~ ~
- 200

Hutton, Mr., motion for an Address to. the KinO' sec-
onded by, in the House of Commons .0 _ 933

Huyck, Chris~ian, Jacob and Joaghin, di~affected, at
the meetmg at Hellebergh, - - - - 289

Hyatt, Captain, a drove of cahle sent to Paramus by,
1235, 1236

Hyde, Captain Jedediah, Major of General Parsons's
Brigade, pro tern.,

- ~ 719
J udge~Advocate of a Court-Martial, -1084,

1097, 1421, 1432
Ryet, Captain, member of a Court~Martial,

-
700) 769

1.
Iiams, John, to be commissioned Ensign of ij. Uom~

pany of Matrosses, lVlary]and, ~
- ~ - 131

Imbert, Monsieur! recommendation o~ by General
Lee, - . - - -

_
- 541
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Imlay, John, account of ~ate of sloQP Putnam submit-
ted fo New-York Committee of Safety by, - . 284

On Committee to settle the ac,countsoflhe 'Schooner
General Putnam, - 285

Importation, permitted by Congress, 11
By South-Carolina, from Philadelphia! M 36, 38
Of salt, from the West-Indies into Maryland, 98
Of clothing, ammunition, &c., by Maryland, -

~ 116
Of warlike stores, from lhe West-Indies, by Mary-

land, to be paid for in paper money, - - 133
Imports, the Eastern States better supplied with, thail

any other paUs of America! ~ 1336
Impressment, of teams) authorized by Pennsylvania

Couucil of Safety, . . 186
Of ves:sels, authorized by Pennsylvania Council of

Safety, . - 186
Of arms) blankets, &c'J recommended in Pennsyl-

vauia, 195, 196
Of lime, brick:s, &c., authorized by the New-York

Convention, - 207
Of cattle, in Westchester CountYJ N ew- York, author-

ized, - 246
Of straw and grain, in Westchester County, New-

Yark, authorized, - 246
Of pick-axes, &c., for work at Peekskill, . 261
Of horses, wagons) &c., authorized in Dutchess and

WestchesterCounties,New-York, - - 264
Of an out-building, authorized by New~York Com~

mittee of Safety, . 265
Of drivers, wagons, &c., authorized in New-York,

297, 317, 566
Of boats and carriages, authorized in New-York, ~ 326,

339, 358
Of axes, authorized in New-York, - 338
Of timber, &c., authorized in Connecticut, ~ 450,452
Of pork, authorized in Connecticut, ~ 454
Of teams, Colonel Dubois not sliccessful in, ~ ~ 486
Of carriages, General Schuyler not compelled to re-

sort to, in Albany County, . - - .. 567
For his Majesty's servie.e, orders for, - 608
Of wagons Rnd horses by the enemy in New-Jersey, 1027
Of boats) .letter from agents appointed by New-York

Committee of Safety for, ~ - 1086
Of b]~nkets and stockings, authorized ill Permsyl-

"aUla, - - 1310
Of mills and grain, authorizeu uy General Washing-

ton, - 1315
Detested in Massachusetts, - - - 1392

Indecision, of G~neral Washington, reflections of
ColonelReedon~" - - . - - 793

Congress and military councils charged with, by
General Lee, ~ .. - - - - - 811

Of General Washington, reflection of General Lee
ou,- - 831

Independence, Continental sloop-see J(lWY, Conti-
nenlal.

Independence, Rhode-Island privateer, prize taken by, 823
Independence-

Declaration of, communicated to South-Carolina
Assembly, . - . - . - 5 7 13

Declaration of, laidbeforethe Maryland Convention:
!

88
Jvlaryland Convention resolve to maintain, with their

lives and fortuoes, -
Opposition of certain persons to, in Maryland,
Resolution ofConnecticu.tAssembly approving Dec~

larationof, - - - - - ~ - 447
Refusal of Rev. Jacob Bailey to read Declaration o~ 734
Allusion to, in the Kiog's speech at the openincr of

Parliament, ~

b

~ 961
AJJusions to, in debates in House of Lords: 963! 966 968
Allusions to! in debates in Hou8e of Commons - '983

g85, 'g87, 1004

Notice in House of Commons of a pamphlet in
answer to Declaration o~ - - 1009

Establishment of, in America! desired by nearly an
Europe,. - - - . - . . 1020

Sihs Deane urges the necessity of announcing offi-
ciaUy, in Europ~, - - ~ - ..' - 1022

Declaration Q~ presented by Silas Deane to the
Court of France) ~ - 1051

Ma.thew McHugh committed to jail for his opposi-
tIOn to, - - .. - - - - - 1241

Declaratio~ of, the unpardonab]e fault of AmericaJ 1256
The Amencans do not despair of maintaining - 1306
Aid ?f Fr~nce a1l important to the se~urity of, - 1328
ForeIgn Courts to be assured that tile United States

will at a]J events maintain, ~ - 1617
Independent Sons of America, Address ofa Soldier tOJ 685

89
99
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Indian Affairs, proceedings of Comrnissi?ners in t~e Ingraham, Jeremiah, Second Mat~ on slo~p provi:
73Middle Department referred to Standmg Commtt. deuce, -

tee on, - - 1594 Ingram, Job, Marylanil, - 99
Advance to Commissioners for, in the Middle De- Inlistment, form of, in Maryland, - 163

partmentj - 1595 Short, ill consequences of, ~ 209, 766
Settlement of accounts of Commissioners for, in the Form o~ in Massachusetts, for raising the fifteen

Middle Department, - 1598, 1604 Battalinns, - 396
Indian Corn, embargo laid on exportation of, out of Of prisoners, Board of 'Var asks General Washing-

Connecticut, - - - - . - - 592 tonls opinion respecting, - - 762
Indians, hostilities of, in the South, - - 5) 7 Term of, of Fiying-Camp, about expiring, - 790

Reward for those who distinguish them~elvesin the Proceedings ofa Council of War relative to expe-
war aCTainstthe Cherokee, - - - 27, 33 diting, - 797

Cherok:esJ success against, - 74 In New-York, instructions respecting, - - 813
Cherokee, proceedings in South-Carolina Assembly Of the greatest part of the Army about to expire~ - 820

for defence against, - 81 Colonel Huntington thinks granting furJoughs would
Virginia Constitution prohibits individuals to pur- encourage, - 822

chase lands from, - 133 Measures of Providence, Rhode-Island, town-meet-
Inhabitants of Papaconck in great fear of it.rupture ing to encouraO"e - - - - - - 879

with~ - 214 Of prisoners of ~~r, General Washington advises
Reported to have gone to treat with Sir John John- against,

- - 920
son at Oswego, - 215 Colonel Malcom's Regiment consent to stay be-

Militia for protection of frontiers of Ulster and yond the time o~ - 1059
Orange Counties, Ne\V-York~ against, - - 229 Of troops at Ticonderoga, expires on the last day

Consultation of Tories with, at Canajoharie Castle, 291 of December, ~
_

1063
Invasion of, on the Mohawk, threatened, - 291 Short, another convincing proof of the folJy of, - W71
Account of the Committee of Machia.s, for nece:ssa~ Short, instances of the disadvantages of, - 1083

rie;.; furnished to, . 443 Short, remarks of Governour Trumbull on the'evils
Penobscot, supplied with ammunition, - - 445 of, -

_
1142

Payment of account for supplies furnished to, - 446 Of men from One State under officers belonging to
Of Sir John Johnson, refused to stay any longer up another, inquiry by General Heath whether it is

the Lake, . - 526 tQ be allowed, -
_

1124
Southern, employed by the Briti,sh Government, - 538 Answer of General Washington to the above inquiry, 1186
Meeting of, at Fort Pitt, - - - - - 600 Reasons of Massachusetts for increasing wages for, 1209
At the South, letter from George Galphin respecting, 648 Short, General Washington~s opinion of the evil of, 1311
Speech of an Oneida Chief, - - - - 754 A resolution of Congress respecting, repealed,

_
1563

Goods for, to be ordered to Fort Stanwix, - 770 Resolution of Congress respecting, _
~

_
1568

Micmacs and St. John's, representation relative to, May be for the war or three years,
M 1578

and petition of, - - - - - 800-807 Innis, James, appointed LieutenantaColonel of a Vir-
Expenses of expedition against, should be a Conti- ginia Battalion, . 695

nental charge~ - - - - - 808 Inoculation, for small-pox, at PhiJadeIphiaj
_

652
References to, in a letter of Colonel Guy John80n, 839 Insects, Arnold~s collection of, mentioned in a letter
A few, inlisted by Major Shaw, into the Continental of SilasDeane, _

884
service, - - 865 Insolvent Debtor, discharge of, from jail of Orange

Under Major Shaw to repair to General Washing- County~New-York, - - -
_ _

267
ton's Head-Quarters, - 866 Inspection, of toba«;co,in Maryland, _

102
J\Iohekunnuk tribe of, at Stockbridge, memorial to Private, of tobacco, in Maryland, -

_ 110
Congress of missionary to, - 868 Of tobacco, Maryland,extension of time for, ~ M 164

Nanticoke, in Maryland, inquiries by Congress re~ Inspectors of Flour, appointment of~ by New-York
specting~ _

916 Convention,
(See Nantikoke Indians.) Instructions to delegates in Maryland Convention
St. Fran~ojs tribe of, importance of furnishing sup- from Anne Arundel County,

plies to, - .. 1081 For Recruiting Sergeants, Maryland Committee to
List of, who were present in the expedition against prepare, -

_ _
135

Fort Cumberland, - - 1269 To Captain Warner, of sloop Fly, and Lieutenant
King orGred Britain endeavoured to stir up, 1403, 1404 Baldwin, of schooner Wasp, ~

-
_ _

461At the camp of General Spencer~- - 1452 For Captains of Ranging Companies, New-York, _
568General Schuyler has received friendly messages Proposed at a meeting in Philadelphia, respecting

from, - 1477,1496 Constitution of Pennsylvania, - -
_ _

598Report in Congress coneerning missionaries to, Of General Washington to General Heath, extract
(note,) - - - - - . - - 1583 frnm, - - - - -

_ _ _
795Day assigned by CongressJor giving an audience to, 1598 To officers appointed to recruil in New-York, _
813Introduced to Congress, - 1599 Of Lord Howe to Lieutenant Barker, -

_ _
846Speech delivered to, in Congress, . 1600 To

~h~ Representatives of Accomack County, Vir-
Another interview of, with Congress, - - 1601 gUlla, .. 1092

Indigo, payment for, by Pennsylvania Councjl of To Representative for the town of Chesterfield
Safety, - - 193 New-Hampshire, - - - - _ ~ 1226

Shipped from South-Carolina, - 1531) 1533 To Virginia Delegates in Congress, _

1271Industry, brig~commissioned as a letter ofmarqlle, - 201 To the Commissionersof the Northern Army, _
1560IngersolJ, Jonathan, one of the owners of the priva- To Commissioners for settling the accounts of the

teer Revenge, - ~ 410 Army, _
1578Inglis, Rev. Charles, up from New.York with a flag of To Committee of Secret Correspondence, _
1609truce, - 368,1153 Insurrections. apprehended in New-York, ~ 239

Letter from, to James Duane, - 1154 Intelligence~ Committee to devise plan of spreading,
Letter to, from Governour Tryon, . 1156 through New- Y ork~

-
a ~

-
_ _

278Letter frolli, to General Heath, - 1167 Report of Committee on establishing reO"ular means
General Heath wiIJ not permit him to go to :ri~hkill, 1169 o~ between Albany and Fishki]l, ~ _

. 285Report ofa Committee on the application of: - 1204 General Washington directs that no pains or ex-
General Washington perceives no political objec- pense be spared in obtaining,

-
_

1184tion to permitting the family o~ to go to New. Captain Taylor to be sent for,
a 1189

York, - - - - - - -
_

1243 A spy to be employed to get,
_ _

1217Hip;hIy pleased with the favour granted him by the By John-Halstead, from EJizabeth-Town, _ _
1316Convention, - - 1263 Can only be procured by money that will pass in

Sloop loading with goods of, taken into custody, - 1280 both camps~ - -. - -
_ _

1487,1488Family of, permitted to go to New-York, - 1351 European, palOs taken 10 New-York to keep from
Inglis, Mrs. Margaret, request of, for permission to go the Fleet and Army, _ _

1490to her husband in New-York, - - - - 364 Carried on between the Tories and Lord Howe's
Letter from, to Jame:5 Duane, - E98 fleet, _

1561Oathadministered tOj ... - 1380 Committeeo~directedto establish expresses, _
1595

239

95
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Intercepted letter, from a Mohawk Ch;ef to his brother, 770 .
J,

To Sir Grey Cooper, ~ - 893 Jack, Peter, pnsoner, Dr. Witherspoon has Ica\'e to
Sent by General Howe to Erwland, - 1269 take, to Princeton, - - 1564
or General Washington,':' -

1326, 1332 Jackets, woolen, Committee of lMassacbl1setts for sup~
From a gentleman of Philadelphia, who has joined plying Continental Army with, - - 424

the enemy, - 1400 Jackson, Captain of ship Sally, an exchange of, to be
Of Joseph Trumbllll to WilJiam Williams, - - 1497 proposed, - 1203

Internal gO\'ernment, people of Maryland have sole Jackson, James, New-York, requested to purchase
right ofre~ulating, in the State, - ]44 wood [or the ~rmy, - - 208

Interpreter to Congress, Paul Fooks, - 1240 Return ofsundnes addressed to, - - 1410
Illtrenchjn~ tools) payment for, by Pennsy]vania Coun- Jackson, Jonathan, letter from) to MassaehuseHs As-

cii of Safety, -
. 199 sembly, - . 1105

Application of Rhode-Island toMa8sachusettsBoard Jackson, Lieutenant, of the Artillery, - 485
of Waf, for)

_
- 1251 J acl<son, Lieutenant, gone home) . 506

Received by Rhode-Island from Massachusetts, 1285, 1324 Jack:;;on, Tracy & Tracy, merchants at Bordeaux,
Inventory, to be made of the estate of Isaac Atkinson, 98 order for a paymE:'nt to, - 421

Of the estate of Ichabod Jones, - - 443 Letter to, from Massachusetts Board of War, - 1065
Of stores taken at Hackensack, - - 1279 Jackson, Captain WiIJiam, at Fort Constitution, - 323
Of sundries taken at Hackensack, in a large chest Recruiting, - - 834

going to New-York, - - - - - 134-5 Jacobs, Lieutenant-Coloue) John) Return of killed,
Of a chest of plate belonging to Hugh WaJIace, - 1464- taken, and missing in Regiment of, - - 725

Ireland) fleet of transports from New-York to, for pro- Jagger, Captain, sent prisoner to Exeter, - - 469
visions, - 820, 854 Jail, in Charles-Town, report on condition of, - 56,82

Troubles rising in, - . - ~ - 1051 Frederick County, Mary]and, petitions from prison-
Irish, a number of, prisoners at Plymouth, - 1132 ers in, 92
lroine, Alexander) signer of bills of credit, Maryland, 176 Log, in Frederiek-TownJ Committee to inquire into
Iroine, CharJes Edward, signer of bills of credit, Mary~ stare of the,

land, - 176 In Frederick County, Committee to inquire into
Ir9n, wanted at Fort Constitutionl - - 203 state of the, 96

Qrdered to Fort Constitution, - 204 Frederick County, Joscph,"Wheland to be confined in, 110
Two hundred tons of, to be imported byMassachu_ Anne Arundel County~John Evunt!)John Price,

setts from PhiladeJphia) - - 425 and Robert Howith committed to) - 110
Sold to Aaron EI]iot by Connecticut, - - 511 Log, in Frederick County, report of Committee on
'Wire, five Cases of, imported in the Hancock and state of, - - 112

Adams, - - 746, lq71 Frederick County, Thomas Scott confined in, - 117
A vessel despatched by Massachusetts Board of In Anne Arundel County, MaryJand, petition of

War to Baltimore for, - 1393 BaRil Clarkson to be released from, - - 125
Cheaper at Baltimore than in Philadelphia, - - 1398 Provision for relea~e of debtors from) in .Maryland, 180
Purchase o~ for Massachusetts, from CharJes Ridge- Of Orange County, N ew-Y ark) Andrew Bostwic.k

1y's works, ~ 1523 released from, - - 267
lronmonger, Joseph, information of, respecting South- Litchfield, petition of William Forbes) confined in, 283

ern Indians, - 651 Ulster County, New-York, Henry Wick and James
Irons, to be provided for floating-battery Putnam, - 190 Briggs sent to, - - 305
Irvine, Colonel James, Ninth Pennsylvania Regiment, 190 Of Concord, release of Lawrence R. Campbell from, 382

Field-officer of the day at Ticonderoga, - 534 Of Bristol, Benjamin Marston and Gideon White
State of Regiment of, ~ - 743 committed to, - - 383
Recommended to General Washington, - 1482 Of PJymouth, petition of keeper of, - 390

Irving, Major) Jetter from, to Major Bland, - - 1181 I Northampton, escape of British prisoners out of, - 593
Irving, Thomas, Receiver-General of South-Carol ina- ,Hartford, escape of prisoners from, - - 731, 1452

Exchange of, for Colonel Atlee, proposed, - 619,791 I Jamaica, Silas Deane suggests encouragingthenegroes
GeneraJ\-Vashingtonis willingto exchangeforCol- of,to revolt, - - - - - -

_
1051

one] Atlee, - 838 Admiral Gayton to fit out sloops at) - 1371
Permitted to go to Congress on parole, - 899 Jamaica Plain, Ma:-;sachusetts, letter from Rev. Wi 1-

Irwin, Colone],wishes to be released) to command his liam Gordon at, - 1265
Regiment, - 492 James, Jacob, Committee for reJiefoffamilies of As-

Regiment o~ engaged until last of December, - 875 sociators to meet at hOllse of, - - 778
Irwin, Robert, appointed to direct the removal of mil i- James, Colonel James, - - 1439

tary stores, - 187 James, John, leave of absence from South-Caro]ina
Payment to, by Pennsylvania Counei] of SafelY, - 190 Assembly,

Irwin, l\'latthen'tpayment tOIfor purchasing blankets, Jameson, Dr. David, paymeut to, for medicines and
&c., - 200 attendance, - 1580

Letter from, to General Gates, - 492 Jameson, John, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, 460
Petition of, referred to Board of'\Var, - . 157:J Jamison, John, letter from, to Lancaster Committee, 699
Draft in favour of, - 1580 Jamison, Captain John, ]jst of deljuquelJts in Com-

Irwing, Joseph, appointed Captain in the Ninth Penn- pany of~ - - 1472
syl\'ania Regiment, - - 198 Jane, s]oop, Captain Booker, arrival of, in York River, 596

I~aacs, Ralph, letter froID) to GOfernour TrumbuJl, - 1113 Janes, John, member ofSouth-C<JcoJina Assembly, - 29
.Me~oriaJof, to Governour and Council of ConnecR Janes, Thomas, member of South-CarolinaAssembly, 2-9

tlcut, - 1113 Jan !(rwten Hook, General Schuyler suggests ob-
To be removed to Durham instead of East bury, - 1175 structing the ri\'er at, - 287

Isham, John, appointed Captain) Connecticut, - - 458 Jansen, Corns., authorized to purchase wood for the
Ishon, Joseph, witness on the trial of LieUtenantHor- Army, _

208
ton,

- 1085 Jansen, DIrk, authorized to ~purchase grain for the
Isis, British ship, arrivaJ of, at England, - - 1134 , Army,

- 2.07
Isley, Captain, Colone] CogsweU's Regiment, Return Storehouses of, fired through by disaffected persons, 231

of Compauy of" - 475 On Committee to procure flour for the Army, - 264
Itch, two or three hundr~d so]dters returned unfit for Jansen, l\Ir., application to General MifRjn in favour of, 486

duty, because there ISno sulphur to CLIrethem of, 1467 Jarvis, Arthur, E'uppiiedwith caOlJonby Connecticut, 511
Ivers, Mr., has yarn sufficient to make the cables, - 317 Jarvis, Leonard, Deputy Auent for the Continental

Decline~ doin:v any thing more for the ships at fleet at Dartmouth, to d:Jiver two cannou to Adam
Poughkeepsie, - - - ~

-' - 1128 Helme, - 377Izard, Ralph, memoer of South-Carolina Assembly, - 2 Letter to, from Commodore Hopkins, - - 849 1470, On Committee on PresidenL'sMessage, 29 In Boston, - _'1356
On Comm~ttee on pc.tition of Eliza.bethBlack, 59 Informed of the arrivalof the Alfred's valuableprize
On CommIttee to walt on the President, - 8,31,55 ship, - - . - - - ~ _1356
On Committee to wait on Legi:;Jatire Council, - 77

1

Jauncey, James, permitted by Connecticut Council of
On Committee to examine engrossed ordinances! 30, 55 Safety to return home on parole,

-
_ _

1321
Izard, RaJph, letter to, from Claude Crespigny, - 1227 Parole of, - - - - - -

_ _
1391

96

39
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Jauncey, J ames) Jun., late one of the Council of New.

I

Johnson, Captain, Third Vjrginia Regiment, resignedJ 515
York, Jetter from, read in New-York Committee Johnston, Colone] Charles, New-Hampshire, - - 943

of Safety, 370 Johnson, Charles, New-Hampshire, - - - - 1224

Letter from, to Rob~rt R. LivinO'stoo) - 908 Johnson, E!eazer, CaplDinof privateerDahan, - ~ 380
Application of his father-in-Iaw"'for]eave for him to i Johnson, Ensign, MajorRogers'sRegirnent ofConnec-

gl) to New-York, - 1156 tieut Militia, Return of Company of,. - 475

The above Jetter read in New-York Committee of Johnson, Fort, General Robert Howe recommends
Safely, . 368 improving the works at, -

Report of a Committee on the application of, - 1205 Nece~~ity of strengthening, -
Permitted by Connecticut Counc.il of Safety to re- Johnson, Colonel Guy, letter from, to Lord George

turn home on parole,
_ . - - - 1321 Germain, ~ 839

Parole of,
_

- 1391 Johnson, Captain Henry, late commander of the Yan-
Arrivalof, in New-YorkfromConnecticut on paro!e, 1514 kee privateer, escape of, from London to France, 1088

Iauncey, WijJiarn, permitted by Connecticut Council Johnson, Captain Holten, letter to, from Massachu-
of Safety to return home on parole, - - 1321 setts Board of War, - . 1267

Parole of,
_

- 1391 Johnson, Colonel James, Ijst for commissions in
Jay, Frederick, sundry accounts sentto Convention by, 342 Battalion of, forwarded to Maryland Council of

One of the ~jgners to IIpetition from the inhabitants Safety, - 1396
of\Vestchester County,

_
- 1380 Johnson, Major Johannes, letter from, to General

Jay, John, member of New-York Convention, - - 201 Clinton, - - 1378
On Committee on application of MBjor Hoisington, 203 Johnson, John; Assistant Clerk to Maryland Conven-
On Commiuee on increasing facilities of communi- tion, 84

cation, ~ - 217 Clerk to Committee on state of the jail in Frederick
Motions of, in New-York Convention, - 217,249 County, - - 112

On Committee to proceed to KiHg's Bridge, -
~ 248 Johnson, John, cho~en Captain of a Militia Company

Leave of absence from Convention, - 249 in the Twenty-Ninth Battalion; Maryland, - - 774

On Committee on obstructing Hudson's River, - 326 Johnson, John, letter from, to Robert Harper, -
~ 1247

On Committee on request of Mrs. Inglis, - 365 Johnson, Captain John,lettt'r from, to Abraham P.
Card to, from MI'. Elliot, brought from New~York Lou, - 741

by a flag, - 368 Leuer from, read in New~York Committee of Ar-
Lefter tn, from Phil. J. Livingston, brought from rangement, - 957

New-York by a flag, - 368 Refuses to serve in the new arrangement, - 1041

On Committee for detecting conspiracies, - 467 Johnson, Sir John, said to have reC{uired the Indians
Letter to, from Edward Rutledge, - 825 to tal{e up arms, ~ 215
Member of Committee of Arrangement, - 948 Said to have marched to attack the inhabitants on
Letter to, fromSilas Deane: ~ ~ 1061 Mohawk River, - 287

Jeans, Mr., South-CaroJina AssembJy, on Committee Command of, - 291
on petition of Mr. Pearis, 37 Retreat of, with General Carleton, 305, 526, 604

Jenckes, Mr., Rhode-Island, -
~ 1470 Improbable that he set out 80 early as the deserters

Jenifer, MaryJand vessel, ready rigged, but no Captain mention, - - 489, 498
nor sailors, - 915 Request of, for raising troops in Albany County, - 587

Jenifer, Daniel of St. Thomas, Treasurer of WesternR At Montreal, - - -
.

-
M ~ 796

Shore to give bond to, M 177 Acquittal of sundry officers charged with embezz]ing
Member of Maryland Council of Safety, - 179 the effects of, - - - - - - - 876
President ofMary!and Council of Safety, - 482 Winter quarters of Regiment of, ~ - 1029
Letter to, from Benjamin Rumsey, 660,661 Johnson, Lieutenant John, recommended for Captain
Letter to, from M. Audie, - - 819 of Marines, . .. - - - - ~ 741
Letterto, from Robert Christie, Jr.j - 1147 Refuses to serve in the new arrangement, M 1041
Letter to, from Robert Morris, - 1398 Johnson, Jonathan, appointed Captain, Connecticut, 458
Letter from, to Colonel Slater, - 1426 Johnson, Captain Matthew, letter to, from Colonel
Letter from, read in Congress, - 1577 Allison, ~ - 1348

Jenkins, Captain, First Pennsylvania Regiment, Re- Johnson, Kachyaho, gone off to the enemy, 291, 577
turn of Company of, - - -

_
- 1122 Johnson, Lady-M., case of, referred to a Committee, M 370

Jenkins, John, Jr., appointed Second Lieutenant, General Schuyler makes no objection to her going
Connecticut, M

_

459 to New-York, - . - - - - ~ 1102-
Jennings, John, Bermuda, certifies to memorial of Pass for, to go to Fishkill, - - 1158

John Noble Taylor, - . 910 Report ofa Committee on the application of, - 1206
Jennings, Richard, Bermuda, certifies to memorial of Application of, for a pass to go to New-York, - 1236

John Noble Taylor, - ~ 910 Johnson, Moses, Judge of an Election, lVIaryland, a 915
Jewel, Richard, sent to Exeter, - 468 Johnson, O~adiah, appointed Lieutenant-Colonel,
l€well: Robert, payment to, for wood, - 189 Connecticut, - ~ 458

Keeper of Continental State prison in Philadelphia, Johnson, Oliver, deposition of, - 1063
account of, - UUO Johnson, Captain Robert, General James Clinton or-

To be examined respecting a plot among p1'isoners, 1577 dered to make a payment to, - - 236
Five hundred dollars advanced to) - 1595 Johnson, Captain Samuel, (notc,) - 334

Jewet, Aaron, payment to, for losses at Lexington or Johnson, Seth, deposition of, - - 1063
Bunker HiD, - - 408 Johnson, Surgeon, position of, in case of action, 530

Jewett, George, ilnd others, petition of, to Massachu- Johnson, Thomas, delegate in Maryland Com'ention
setts Court, - 406 for Caroline County, 97

Jewett, Joseph, witness to an Indian petition, - - 807 On Committee for preparing a Consthution, - 97
Jewett, Captain Joseph, taken prisoner on Long- On Committee on Non~Association, M 107

Island, - - 715 On Committee on resolutions of Conaress, - 117
Joculyn, Lieutenant, British, kiJIed,

_
1056 Motions by, in Convention,

_ _ b

- - 98 106
Joho, taken by the Alfred, - 1282 124, 125, 126, 128, 129, 132, 160, wi, 17!!
John, an exchange of pri-'5onerstaken on, to be pro- Leave of absence from Convention, - ~ - 175

posed, - 1208 Johnson, Thomas, Judge of Election, Harford County,
John"Fort, regulations for vessels passing, 78 Mary1and, - - - - - ~ - 173
Johnes, Timo., minister, New-Jersey, - 1297 Johnson, Thomas, Jun., delegate from Maryland fo
Johns, Lif!utenant Aquila, Maryland, - 1147 Cong~es8, . ~ M - - - ~ 179
Johnson, Baker, letter from, to MarJ]and Council of Credentials of, - 1576

Safety, - - 513 1 HascaJled a meeting of the Twenty.Ninth Batta]ion 1272
And others, Jetter from, to Maryland Council of

I
Letters from, to Maryland Council of Safety, ~1239,

Safety, - - 836 1289, 1307, 1395, 1457
B3ttaJion of, to march on Monday, - 1396 Reqnested by Frederick Committee to exert himself

Johnson, Captain, Major Rogers's Regiment of Con~ in forwarding the march of the Militia, w 1288
necticut Militia, Return of Company of, -

~ 475 Johnstone, Goveruour, speech of, in the House of
Johnson, Captain, Colonel Cogswe1l's Regiment, Re- Commons,

- 985
turn afCompany o~ ~ - -

~
- 475 John's Town, number of men to be posted at, - 641

50
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1743 INDEX. 1744

Joiner, Captain, member of Soulh-Caro1inaAssembIYJ Judges, in Maryland-
on Committee on petition of John Berwick, 26 Office and salary of, - 145

Do Committee for providing pilot for Beaufort, 47 To hold commission during good behaviour, - - 170
On Committee to wait on the President, 27,40 Appointed by the GovernOl1f and Council, ~ .. 171
On Committee to wait on Legislative Council, 43 Oath of, - 171

Jones, Captain, First Pennsylvania Regiment, Return Punishment of, in case of violation of the oath of
of Company of, - 1122 office, - 172

Jones, Captain, member ora Court-Martial, .. 654 Of Ejection, oath of, .. .. 174
Jones, Edward, gone to join the :Ministerial Army, Judson, Captain Daniel, Inspector of fhe-arms, Con-

aCCoLlntof the effects Jeft by, ~ - - - 1101 necticut, - - 454
Jones, Captain-Lieutenant Gibbs, to take command Judson, Noah, appointed Second Lieutenant, Con-

of ArtiUery at Mount Independence, - 527 necticut, .
_

459
To return to Ticonderoga, - - 528 Julius Cresar, ship, order respecting seamen taken in, 42H

Jones, Ichabod, Tory, petition respecting estate of, - 442 Jury, right of trial by, Maryhmd, - - - 144,145
Committee of Machias ask special directions re- Justices, IVlaryland-

specting estate o~
- - 443 May be at the same time Senator~Delegate, or Mem-

Inventory of the estate of, - - 443 ber of the COUJJcil, -
_

171
Jones, James lVlorris, appointed Ensign, -

~ 534 Appointed by the Governour and Council, _ _
171

Jones, Jesse~ one of the Commissioners for Northamp- Oath of, ~ 171
ton County, Pp-unsyJvania, - 194 Justeen, Benj'n) Chairman of Goshen Precinct, - 232

Payment to, for Committee of Northampton County, 1580 Justy, Lieutenant, Hessian, killed,
-

_
1057

Jones, Israe], Jr., appointed Ensign, Connecticut, - 460
KJones, John, petition of, to Maryland Convention) in .

behalfofa slave ~ 117 Kachlein, Colonel Andrew, orders of General Wash-
Jones, John) of Hopldnton, payment to, - - 427 ington to, - 1295
Jones, John CoHin,one of the owners of the privateer Kaine, Lieutenant James, Jun., - 219

Warren, - - 404 Kane, John, refusaJof, to receive Continental money, 278
Demands part of the estate of Ichabod Jones, - 442 Raneff, Jonas, sent to Exeter, - 468

Jones, John, appointed First Lieutenant, Connecticut, 458 Kanonaron, Aaron, Mohawk Chie~ intercepted letter
Jones, Joseph, judge of an e]ection, Maryland, - 915 from,. - 770
Jones, Judge, John Rapalje permitted to bring Sllp~ Kayser, Captam John, New-YorkJ - .. 1353

plies of clothing to,
-

_
704 Kearn, Luk~, examination of, - - 824

Jones, Levin, appeal in the case o~ - - 1585 Keas, Captam, an account o~ for sundries, - 896
Jones, Captain John Paul-. . Kechin, Mr., Engineer, to be sent to the assistance of

Letter from, to Commodore Hopkins, - - 491 Colonel Huntington, - 664
Sailed, in the Alfred, - - 507 Keeler, Job, gone to join the Ministerial Army, ac~
Letter to, from Bernard GalJagher, - 507 count of the effects left by, .. 1100
Complaint of Captain FieJd against, - 608 Keeler, Samuel, appointed Captain) Connecticut,

_
458

Letters from, to Marine Committee, 659, 738 KeeJy, Mathias, payment to, for arms, - 186
Letter from, to Lieutenant Spooner, -659 Keene, Mr., Assistant Quartermaster-Genera], - - 265
Letter from, to Robert Smith, - 660 Keeports, Captain WiIJiam, advance to, 011account of
Orders o( to Lieutenant Brown, - - 738 the German Battalion,

_

132
Orders of, to Joseph AHen, - - - ~ - 739 KeertsjDavid,broughtbeforea Court-MartiaJ,- . 1494
Letter to, from Marine Committee, - - . 1148

1

Keirs, Edward Wiltiam, payment to) for apprehending
Letter to, from Commodore Hopkins, - . - 1281 deserters, - - . - ~ - - 236
Orders of, to commanders ofprJzes, -1282,1283,1284 An account of, for liqUOrs,

.

presented to New-York
Jones, Mr., commander or a British sloop taken by Committee of Safety, - - - - . 337

the Andrew Doria, - - - 1371,1374, 1420 Keith, Captain, witness on tria! of Major Austin,
_

656
Jones, Nathan, owner of sloop Sally, represented to Keith, Major Israel, an aid to General Heath, - 485,860

be inimical to the United States, . 412 Kelsey, Mr., Dr. Witherspoon recommends that money
Depositions, &c., re]ative to seizure of sloop of, 429-435 be put into the hands of, for the sick, - .. 788

Jones, Roger, petition of, to MaryJand Convention, in Kelso, James, to sign ContinentaJ bills of credit, _

1613
behalfofa slave~

_
117 Kelty, Captain, of schooner Ninety-Twot waits on the

Jones,Stephen,demandspartofestateofIchabodJones, 442 Maryland Council of Safety,
- 775

To be served with a copy ofa resoJve,
-

_
446 Kemp~ Anthony, memorial to Continental Congress

Jones, Thomas, and others, petition of, to Massachu- in behalf of, - - - - - -
_

747
setts GeneralCourt, - .

_
379 Kemp! John, memoria] to Continental Congress in

Jones, Thomas, member ofSouth-Carolma Assembly, 1 behalf of, - - - - - ~ .. 747
On Committee Loexamine Treasury accounts, 20 Kempe, John Tabor, letter to, from Tench Coxe) Jaid

Jones, Thomast letter from, to Maryland Council of before Congress, _
1565Safety,

-
_

482 Strict inquiry to be made how the intelJigence men-
Jones, Thomas, parole o~ . 1143 tinned in the foregoing letter, was conveyed by, 1565
Jones, Timothy, Jun., on a Committee from New- Kempe, Mrs., detained from going into New-York, _

699
Haven, - - 1207 Kennebeck River, payment of guards stationed at,

_
390

Jones, \Viliie, Commissioner for Indian Affairs~ letter Kennedy, Captain, Morristown a very unfit pJace for
from, to Colonel WaJker,

-
_

648 him to be at, on parole, - - - - 1475 1490
Letter to, from George Galphill, . - 648 Kennedy, Surgeon, position of, in case of action, ~! 530
An Auditor of the Continental account~ in Virginia, 1562 Kennon, WiJliam, letter from, to G€neral Lee, -

_
1105

Jonson, Captain, Return of Company of, ~ - - 505 Letter from, to Genera]Lee, read in Congress, _
1618Jonson, Lieutenantt sickt absent, _

506 Kent, Jacob, certificate o~ respecting Major Hoisin(J'~
Joppa, Mary]and, letters of Benjamin Rumsey from, ton's Rangers, - . 943,944

1370, 1471 Kent, Smith, master of privateer Hawke, - - 424
Jordon, Jeremiah, member of Maryh.nd ComerJtion, _

92 Kent County, MaryJand, election in, prevented by a
Leave of absence from Convention, 99, 142 number of persons not qualified to vote, -

_
8b

Jordon, Mrs., payment to, for burJing a poor soldier Resolution of Convention for holding an election in, 85
of the FJying-Camp, - - - ~

_
1257 ResoJution of Convention requiring aid for Judges

Joseph, Francis, an Indian, _
443 of Election in, if necessary,

Joseph, privateer, Captain .West, prizes taken by,
- 939 Petition to Convention fora neweJectionin, rejected,

Josiah, Lieutena~t, Navy, prisoner in New-York, - 1374 Delegates from, to l\faryland Convention,
_ _

General Washmgton has made a demand for,
_

1420 Battalion of, to be caHed together as soon as pos-
J aumals, of Continental Congress, South-Carolina sible, . 107

Assemblyrequest to be furnished with, 22 Committee of, to inquire into conduct of WiJJiam
Of Maryland Convention, motion to print negati\'ed, 115 SJuby, _

125Of Maryland ConventioIl, onJered to be printed, . 116 Report of Committee of, 011 conduct of William
Of New York Congress, to be transcribed, - - 2.06 S!uby, _

130
Of Continental ~ongress, payment ~or printing, - 1594 Election to be held in, for a delegate to Convention, 132

Joyce, Thomas, tried by a Court-Martial,
- -

_
1432 J udge~ of Election fOf, to introduce the new Gov-

Judd, "ViJliamj Jetter from, to Governour Trumbull, - 1281 emment, ~
_

174

85
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1745 INDEX. 1746

Keppel, Admiral) speech of, in House of Commons, Kipley, Captain, Return of Company of, .- - 621
on Address to the King, - - 1003 Kirl{bride, Colonel, payment to, by Pennsylvania Conn-

Has accepted the command of the grand fleet of cil of Safety, for stockings, - 199
observation, - 1228 Orders of General Washiuuton to, . 1295

Keppele, Henry, J un" member of Penws}'lvania COUlI- KirkhlOd, Samuel, missiona;y, speech of an Oneida.
cil of Safety, on Committee to settle lock factory Chief interpreted by, _

755
account, - - 186 Intercepted letter from a Mohawk Chief translated

On Committee for settlinO' accounts of Bedford Ly, - - 771
County - .. '"' - 197 Reference to, jn a letter of Colonel Guy Johnson, - 839

Kern, Jacob: one of the signers of the leuer from the Indian intelligence by, - . 1500
inhabitants ofPapaconck, - 215 Report in Congress on employing, (note,) - . 1583

Ketchem, Isaac, to be sent from jail in Connecticut Kishing, Jacob, payment to, for producing a model of
to Fi~hkill, - 212 a fire~ship,

_
193

Left to the tijsposilion of the Committee on Can- Kissam, Daniel, Jr., parole of,~
- 1143

spiracies,
- 247 Kitchen, Stephen, deposition of, respecting proceedw

Paymeut of an account for maintenance o~
-

w 243 .ngs of Tories, ~ _
586

Payment for arrest of, - - 316 Kitehum, Car!, payment to, for conveying prisoners
Keyes, John, appointed Captain, Connecticut, - - 458 from Norwil;h to Fishkill, . 304
Keyser, Captain William, German Battalion, Maryland, 1564 Kitty, snow, taken by Captain 'Jones, . 738
Killgrove, Henry, prisoner, - 273 Joseph ABen appointed command~r of, - 739
Kilton, 1Vi!liam, Captain of the privateer Gener.l Kloch, Colonel Jacob, and otht'rs, petition o~ to

Gates, - 507 New-Yark Convention, - . 1353
Kilty, C<lptAin John, Jetter from, to Maryland Counci] Klock, Jacob Ja., recommenued to New-York Com-

of Safety, ~ . . . - - - 491 mittee of Arrangement for Ensign, ~ . 1388
Can inform of the condition of the schooner Ninety- Knap, Anthony, First Lieutenant of privateer Dalton, 380

Two, ~ 597 Knap, Captain, member of a Court-Martial, 488, 496
Kimball, Jesse~ appointed Captain, Connecticut, - 458 Knickerbaker, Lieutenant Her'n J.,

_
219

Kimbol1, Captain Stephen, Return of Company of, ~ 505 Knight, Daniel, petition of, on account of losses 8US-
King, pel~alties aud forfeitures heretofore given to, in tained on Damarris Cove, . _

388
Maryland, to go to the State,

-
~ 172 Knight, John, excepted in an, exchange of prisoners, 441

Of Great Britain, decided in prosecuting the Ameri- Knights, Lieutenant, resolve respecting minutes and
can \var, - - 692 surveys in possession of, - - 394

Speech of, at the opening ofParljament, .. . 961 Knowles, Lieutenant, British, commendation of, _
818

Protest against Addr~ss of House of Lords to, .. .980 Knowlton, Daniel, appointed Second J,ieutenant,
Address of House of Lords to, . 982 Connecticut, -

_
459

Answer of, to Address of Lords, .. . 983 Knowlton, Luke, member of Cumberland County
Debate in House of Commons on Address to. - 983 (New-York) Committee, - ~ 1042
Amendmentproposed to Address of House or"Com- Knowlton, Samuel, ma~ter of privateer Langdon, - 403

mons to, - ~ 984 Knox, Colonel Henry, letter to, from General Wash.
Address of House of Commonsto, . 1005 ing-ton, ~

_
632

Answer of, to Address of House of Commons, - 1006 Return of Artillery of, at Forts Montgomery and
Of Great Britain, report at Albany of death of, - 1031 Constitution, .

_
823

Of Portugal, death of, - . 1179 Will be sent to put in train the casting of' cannon, 1312Kingo, Daniel, payment to, for copper work, - 194 Elected Brigadier-General of Artillery, -
_

1612
Payment to, for brass, &.c., - .. 194 Knox, Mrs. Jane, letters from, to Captflins Hunt and

King, George, member of South-C,lfolina A5sembly,
- 2 Piemart, brought from New-Yorl{ by a flag,

_
368

King, George, member of New-Hampspire'Council,
- 1211 Report of a Committee on the application of,

_

1206
KinlT, Jacob, member of Lancaster Committee, ~

- 854 Knyphausen, Lieutenant-General] at the attack On
King, James, sohJier, foulJd on a privateer, - 491 Fort Washington, - 707, 856, 924
King, John, appointed Ensign to Sixth Pennsy]vania Deeply mortified at the event at Trenton, _

15]4
Battalion, . 529 Kosciusko, Colonel, General Armstrong had wntten

King, Joshua, witness before a Court of Inquiry, _
1492 for, to come to Philadelphia,

_

1151
King, Lieutenant, sick in hospital, ~

- -. ~ 506 Two months' pay advanced to, . 1599
King, Samuel, member of Cnmberland County (New. Kriegh, Jacob; member of Lancaster Committee, _

918
York) Committee, - 0. 1042 Kuhl,Fred.,memberofPennsylvaniaCouneilofSafely, 181

Kingfisher, British frigate, in expedjtion against Rhode- On Committee to wait on owners of salt, _ _
185

Island, - .. 1176 On Committee to settle loek fflctory account, _
186

King's Bridge, powder to be forwarded to] from \Vis- Appointed to examine stores and arms, _

187
ner's Mill, '-

_
202 To ,vait on President of Congress with a resolve, ~ 194

Order for repair of road from tbe Highlands to, . 227 On Committee for settling accounts of Bedford
Committee of New-York COlJvention to go to camp County, ~ ~

_
197

at, - 248, 249 Kunen, Lieutenant, Hessian, wounded, . - 1057
Account of J acamiah Allen for gua!'ding cannon at, 255
Payment of accounts of Committee appointed to L.

repair to, ~ 274 Laboratories, recommended by General Washington
Garrison left at, - - 485 to be established at Hartford and York) - ~ 1312
Enemy removed towards, from Dobbs's.Ferry, ...674 A plan for the establishment of, - . 1314Kingsbury,Absalom, New-Hampshire, - - - 12.26 Three, to be erected, - I 1457Kingsbury, Benjamin, resolve on the petition of, . 40.1 General Schuyler recommends to establish, at AI-

Kingsbury, Captain Ebenezer, notined tomeet
i'n Con. bany, (note,)

-
_

1586necticut Assembly, - - 666 Resolutions of Congres5 for erecting, ~ 1612Kingsbury, Sanford, appointed Second Lieutenant, La Corn, St. Luke, payment of allowance of himself
Connecticut, - - 459 and servant, _

1604King's County, New-York, Address of, to the King's Lacy, Josiah, appointed First Lieutenant, Connecticut, 458
Commissioners transmiUed to Lord George Ger- Ladew, Captain, member of a Court-Martial, . 1084, 1097
main, . 892 Ladies, proposed exchange of, . 597

King's Ferry, alJ the spare boats to be sent to, - - 630 Measures to procure release of,
-

_
699Lord Stirling passed, with twelve hundred men, ~ 634 Ladson, Mr., South-Carolina Assembly] on Commitlee

Colonel De RO:Jssi's detachment ordered to, ~ 751 to wait on the President,
-

_
57,58,78Stores to be removed from, to PeekskiJl, . 790 On Committee to wait on Legislative Council, 42, 46

Kingston, Ulster County~ New-York, meetinu heJd at, On Committee to examine engrossed ordinances, 78
on Indian affairs, - - ~ -

0 _
. 229 Lady Catherine, ship, accounts of, to be settled by the

Appointment of inspector of flour a_, - - 239 Secret Committee,
- -

~
_ _

.1563Records removed to, . ~ 247 i Lady Washington, galley, in Hudson River, . _
859Order ~o Committee of, respecting tea) - 305

[

La Fayette, the Marquis de, agreement of, with Silas
Commlttee-see Sleghf, JOMnnes. Deane, to enter the Army of the United State.s, _

109QKinsman! Ensign J aim, taken prisoner on Long- Laing, David, and others, letter from, to Massachu...
IsJand,. 715 settsCounciJ,- - - . - .. . 1177
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1747 INDEX. 1748

Lake Champlain, :;tores wanted for row~ganeys build.. Landon, John, member of New-York Com'entian,
inD'on. - .. - .. .. .. - 205 DutchessCounty, - 246

8tor:8 ordered Ly New-York Convention for vessel Summoned to attend the Convention, .. .. 230
fining 00, - 206 On Committee on letter of Ja~oblls Lansil1g. Jun., 254-

General Arnold's account ofbauJe on," - 253 On Committee on account. of Jamllnlah Allen, - 25~
Total destruction of American fleet on, .. 259 On Committee relnti,'c to building barracks, - .. 286
Account of British naval force on! .. 788 Requested to attend in Committee of Safety without
Genera] Carleton congf.1tuJllted on victory on, . 799 delay, .. 304
Colonel Hazen's opinion on defending, . .. 843 On Committee for a SecTp.texpedition,

- - 1301
Closed wilh ice as low as Three Mile Point, - ... 874 Laudon, Jonathan, letter to, from Ezra Thompson, - 1060
Preparations on, for the next campaign, - 1028 Lands, grants of, by Congress to the Army, - - 54
CharrJ'€ :!lJ"ainstGeneral AflJold of great misc.anduc.t Grants of, from Congress, not ~ssignable, 54

on~M
0 _ _ _

.
_ _ _ _

1159 Maryland Convention refuses to eamply with terms
Directions given for repairing batteaus on, - 1495, 1593 proposed by Congress for granting, to :!ohliers, - 120
Navigation of, to be obstrLJcted, between Tyonderoga Western, right of Virginia to, disputed by Maryland, ]

34
and Mount Independence, . - - -.1496 Resolutions of Maryland Com'ention lespecting

Lake George, fifty batteaus orde~ed from, - - 310 offer of, by Congress to the Army, - - 177
And ForL Edward, more carriages wanted on the Buunty of, offered.by Cangre313 to the Army, - 209.

portage between, - - - - - . 835 210, 211, 1568
A1l the batteaus on, to be immediate]y repaired, . 1593 To soldiers, leiter from Pre3ident of Congress to

Lake George Landing, estimale of flour at, 570~ 591 Maryland Convention respecting, . 508
Lake, Mrs., permitted to go to New-York, - 1351 Claim of Maryland to a share in, - . 788

Oath administered to, - - 1380 Remarks of Benjamin Rum8eyon, . 827
La .l.\:1:1crdalaine,Monsieur, Canadian prisoner, pay- Silas Deane recommends that a fund be obtained

m:nt of his allowance, - 1567 from, for carrying on the war, ~ - 1020, 1051
Allowance of Monsieur La Marque paid tOj - - 1569 Resolution of Congress respecting, - 1581

Lamar, Captain, First Pennsylvania Regiment, Return Laue, Captain, company of new levies on Long.
of Company of, . 1122 Island, - - 824

Lamar, Thomas, post-rider, petition of, to South-Caro- L'Anfin, Rubillard, letter of introduction for, to Con-
Ijna Assembly, 75 gress, - 510

Report on petition of, . 76 Lang, James, appointed Captain in the Tenth Penn-
Report on petition of) agreed to, .- 83 sylvania Battalion, - . 198

La .Marque, .Monsieur, Canadian prisoner, payment .Lang, Lieutenant, information by, - . 1359
ofaJlowance of, . 1569 Langdon, John, Continel]tal agent for New-Hamp~

Lamb, Captail], member of a Court-Martial, - 520 shire-
Lamb, Major John, recommefJded by General Arnold One of the owners of the schooner Langdon, - 403

to be exchanged, - 550 I Letters to, from WilJiam Whipple, 554, 705, 1369, 1397
Memorial of, to Continental Congress, . ~ 763' Letters to, from Commodore Hopl\ins, . - 799, ]470
To be included in the next exchange of prisoners, - 1592 Letter from, to Meshech \Veare, - - 104,15
Advance to, - 1595 Letter to, from Robert Morris, . 1485

Lambert, J., Commodore Hopkins desires him to be Member of New-Hampshire Council, . . 1211
sent on board the fleet, - . 1162 Langdon, John, and others, of Boston, one of the

Lambert, John, com maDder of schooner Diligent, dig- owners of the schooner Olirer Cromwell,.
_

377
charged from service ofl\1assachusetts, . 384 Langdon, Mr., Judge of a Maritime Court, - 409

Payment for sundries supplied to, . 385 Langdon, MassachusettsprjvAteer, commissLoned, . 403
Late commander of schooner Diligent, - - 387 Langdon, Lieutenant Ric.hard, has not recei\'cd hig
Petition of, in favour of Walter Perkins, - 398 commission,.

_
1451

Resolve on the petition o~ - . 410 Langsdale, Captain, . 1181
Lambeth, John, information of, respecting Southern Langworth)', Edward, Secretary of GeorO'ia Con\'en-

Indians, -
. 650 tion, 0 _

1607
Lamont, Mr., narrative of ob~ervation5 of, while a pri~ Lansing, Jacob A., eharged with disaffection,. 289,562

soner in Massachusetts-Bay, - - -
~ 880

I

Lansing, Jacobus, Jun., letter from, read in New-York
Lancaster, Pennsyhania, payment for expre:-l13to, - 194 ConvelJtion,. - - - . -

_
254

Continental Congre~s reported to have removed Lansing, John, Jun., Secretary to a Council of War, 797
to,. . . . .

-
.. . 363,1424 Letter from, to James Duane, ~

- - . 936
Report of removal of Continental Congress to, con- Secretary to Genera] Schuyler,. 1063, 1250, 1589

tmdieted, - 367 Lasher, CoJonel John, payment for medical atte-nuance
Prisoners to be colJeeted at, for exchange, - 810 on troops of, ..

_
272

Mathew McHugh committed to jail in, ., 1241 Eighty men of Regiment of, to be sent with provis-
Meeting of the inhabitants to be held at the publick jons to Connecticut,

-
. . ~

_
284

square, - .
~ - . 1257 Return of Regiment o~ . 499

General Washington fled to, with about two thousand In General Scott's Brjgade, _
752

poor wretches, . 1377 Commissary to furnish ]jst of arms, &c., delivered
GeneraJ Washington advises removal of stores to, - 1420 to Regiment of, - 860

Lancaster Committee, letters to, from Pennsylvania Quartermaster to furnish ]ist of tents, &c., dcli,'ered
Council of Safely, 672, 705, 777, 837, 917, I5II, 1512 to Regiment of,

_
860

Proceedings of, . 809,810,854,869,918,1257 Names of officers belong-ing to -Regiment of, 953
Letter to, frolftt John Jamison and Abrm. Scott, . 699 Charged to be cRreful o[tents, arms, &c.,

_
J059

Letter to, from Board of War, .. 698 Lathrop, Captain, Major Rogers's Regiment of Con.
Letter to, from Reading Committee, . 810 necticut MiJitirl, Return of Regiment of, - . 475
Letter to, from George Ross, - 1272 Lathrop, John, supplied with cannon by Connectieut, 511

Lancaster County, Pennsylvrlnia, arms for Colonel Lathrop, Rufus, on Committee for pubJishinlJ" certain
Crawford's Battalion of Militia of,

_
183 acts,

d _ _
448

Teams to be impressed in, . - 186 Lattimer, Lieutenant-Colonel, Return of Re«iment of 499
Proportil1n oLsa1t allowed to, - 195 "" 709 831Payment for express to,. .. 200 Return ofltilled and taJien in Regiment o~ _

. ' 723Payment of firers and drummers In, - 202 Laudermilk, Jacob, elected an EnsiD"oin the German
Names of Colone].; of ele~'en Battalions of, 672, 706, 837 Battalion,

0 _
1576

Militia of, in a state of supineness and infatuation, 1199 Law, Richard, on Committee from Connecticut to 0"0
Militia of, ::oecmrather backward,. -

_
]214 to Providence,. . . _ _

.
0 _

1389
Militia of, in motion, - . 1232 J~awrellce, recommended by General George Clinton

Land Office" Maryland- for Second Lieutenant, - . -
_ _

768
Regi.'Jterof, to hold commission Juring good be- Lawrence, Mr., acting as clerk of the check at Fort

haviour, . 170 Constitution,. _
348

.Registerappointed by the Governour a.nd Council 171 Lawrence, AuguBtine,letter from, read in Nf:!w-York
To be two Regi~ter::lJ . . 171 Committee of Safety, - - . 315 317 322
Oat~,of Register". ., - ]71 Letter to, from New-York Committee of Safety', _' 317
Puntshment of RegLster,In case of VIOlatIOnof oath, 172 Letter from, to New.York Convention,- . 813
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Lawrence, Lieutenant Daniel, cerlificate by, resp€ct~
iug the chain across the North River, - 1140

Lawrence, David, empowered to procure a number of
bakers, - . 1130

Lawrence, Captain David, to inquire whether Job
Sweeting will subscribe the test act~ . - 785

Lawrence, Cotonel Elisha, late Sheriff of Monmouth, 1514
Lawrence, John, Commissioner of Loan Office, Con-

necticut,- - 451,937,1562
Treasurer of Connecticut, - . 551
Governour Trumbull desires Loan Office certificates

to be hastened to, . - 1389
Lawrence, J oho, recommended for Paymaster or Cola-

oel Livingston's Regimentt - 858
Son-in-law of General McDoll~a1l, - 1139

Lawrence, John, sent prisoner to Exeter, New-Hamp.
shire, - 469

Lawrence, Major Jonathan, requested to attend in
NewRYork Convention, - 371

Lawrence, Le~.in, to be commissioned First Lieutenant
of a Company of Matrosses, Maryland,

*
131

Lawre!Jce, First Lieutenant, recommended by Genera]
George Clinton for a l?irst Lieutenancy in the
new arrangement, -

R 1219
Lawrence, Lieutenant, recommendation of, R 1451
Lawrence, T., leave granted to, to export provisions

to Turk's hland,
*

1565
Laws, not to be suspended but by the Legislature, in

Maryland, - 144
Freemen to have speedy remedy by, in Maryland, - 145

Lawson, Lieutenant, First Virginia Regiment, absent
with ]ea\.c, ~ 515

Lawson, Thomas, would probably supply flour for the
Army on good terms, .. 1243

Lax, 'WiIJiam, payment to, for making carriages, ~ 1222
l.aytamar, Monsieur, bearer of a letter to General

Washington, R - 602
I.ead, order of Maryland Convention for the importa-

tion of, - - 116
Payment to Colonel Greenwall for, - 183
An account of, delivered by Peter T. Curtenius, .. 213
Distributed to the inhabilants of Papaconck and

neighbouring Indians, R 214
Two tons ot; ordered for pJumber's work on the

frigated building at Poughkeepsie, - 229
Contract with JolIn McDonald lor mining, _

R 252
New-York Convention have none to spare for any

other use than mu~ket ball, . 330
Penobscot Indians fJupp]iedwith, ~ 445
OITered to Maryland CounciJ of Safety in exchange

for shot, - .. 482
Letter frnmJohn McDonald, miner, respecting, R 714
Imported in the Hancock and Adams, - - 746, 1571
Ten tons o~ at Tapan, R 894
State of New-Jersey destitute or, - .. 1030
Ten tons of, secured byGeneral Heath, ~ 1040
Mines, at Great Nine Partners, John Me,Donald to

proceed no further in exploring, _
1098

Mines, letter from Matthew Adgate to the Superjn~
tendent d, - -

~
-

.. -.
_

1141
On a prize taken by the Andrew Doria, -

_
1371

Leak, Phil., appointed to purchase clothing for the
Army, _

233
Leake, Ann, application of, for lea\'e to go to New-

Yark with her [amilyand effects,
-

_
~ 1220

Leather, appropriation by New-York Com'ention for
purcha8e o( R 218

Leavenworth, Eli, appointed Captain, Connecticut,
*

458
Lebaoon, Committee of, to take charge of prisoners

from Stamford, . 666
Lebbe, Captain of lVlarinesin an expedition to Deer-

Island, ~ 429
Leche, Captain of Dragoons, prisoner, Committee of

Salem ask for orders relative to, - 421
Ledyard, M<1jor Benjamin, unc.ertain whether he wjU

serre, . 857
Letter from, read in New-York Committee of Ar-

rangement, _
958

Letter [rom, to N ew- Yark Committee of Arrange-
ment, _

1191
Ledyard) Captain, member of a Court-Martial,

- - 654
J~ee, Arthur, letter from, to C. W. F. Dumas,

-
. 692

Express sent to, by Silas Deane, to caH him to
Paris, _

1179
Letter from, to Lord Shelburne,

-
_

1368
Letter from, to Richard Henry Lee, ~ 1415
Letter from, to the Secret Commiuee, R

_

1504
Lee. Benjamin, witnes~ 011 trial of Lieutenant Nowell, 1346

INDEX, 1750

Lee, Captain, decision of Spain in case of, gives every
encourfigemf:'nttoadventurers,- . - - 868

Decision of Court of Spain in favour of, - 988, 1023
Lee, Captain, of Salem, - - 427
Lee, Captain, member of a CourtRMartia],

- 496
Lee, Captain, Third Virginia Regiment, Return of

Compauyof, - - 515
Lee, Major General Charles-

Payment for medical attendance on troops of, - 272
Robert Livingston to confer with, on obstructing

Hudson's River, - 324
Stock driven from the lower part of Westchester

County by order of, . . 345
William Bradford appointed Aid-deRCamp tv,

- 506
Con3uJtation of Washington with, respecting best

mode of employing French officers, -
R 510

At a Council of War, -
.. 543

Opinion of, respecting General Howe's movements, 555
To follow, if the enemy cross the North River, .. 632,

633, 634
Letter from General Greene to General Washington,

opened by, - 638
Return of troops under command of, - 709, 831
Warrants drawn on the Paymaster-General by, ~ 742
George Gibson sent on an expedition to N ew-Or-

leans by,
_

- 746
Warrants 00 the Paymaster not fo be drawn by, - 750
Letter from Aid-de-Camp or, to General SuJlivan, ~ 768
Allusions to, in letters of General Washington, - 821,

1027, 1152
References to, in letters of Robert H. Harrison, - 839
Resolutions of Congress transmitted by, to Go\:ernR

our Cooke, ~ 848
Delay in moving over Hudson River, - 860
Letter of, transmitted by Governour Cooke to Mas-

sachusetts Assembly,
- 865

Despatches from, to General Washington, taken by
the enemy, 895, 896

Supposed to have cross.ed the river to join General
Washington, R

_

338
Remarks of Washington on a letter from, to Colonel

Reed, - 921
Interview of, with General Heath, (note,) - 933
Division of, at Peekskill, - 348
(See Scammell, Colonel.)
Letter from, communicated to l\fassachusetts Coun.

cil,- . 1033
By some means or' other he has been delayed, - 1034
This day beginning to rass the river with his division, 1041
Not known where he IS, -366, 1053, 1069, 1149
Daily expresses despatched to, by General Washing-

ton,
- 1054

Letter of, forwarded by Governour Trumbull to Gov-
ernour Cooke, R - 1087

Letter from Joseph Nourse, Secretary of, to General
Heath, - 1095

Letter of, enclosed by Governour Cooke' to Govern-
our Trumbull, - *

1104
Letter of, enclosed by James Bowdoin to Meshech

Weare, - - 1105
Reported to be at the heels of the enemy, ~

- llDS
GeneraJ Greene thinks he should be confined within

the lines of some general plan, - . 1108
Embargo recommended to Rhode.lsland by,- ~ 1114
General Washington cannot account for the slow~

ness of his march, ~
_

1119
Quitted 'Vestchester with great reluctance, . 1123
In the Jerseys, with two Brigades, - 363
Letter from, sent by Massachusetts Council to Gov-

eroour Trumbull,
- 1133

Allusion in a Jetter of Governour Trumbull to inti-
mations from, . R 1142

Hint by, ofa convention of the New~EIlgland States, 1143
Militia of Orange and Ulster Counties to cooperate

with. 365, 367, 368
Advancing with a strong reinforcement, 1150
Reinforcement of, still hoped for, ~ R 1151
At Morristown, assembling a force to act with Gen-

eral \Vashington, . 367
M. de Gaiault intend~ joining, 1162
Still in the rear of the enemy,

_

1186
Major Wilkinson in uncertainty respecting situation

or force of, - 1190
Taken prisoner, - 1202, 1203, 1204, 1219,

1229, 1230, 1231, 1233, 1235, 1247,
1262, 1265, 1296, 1299, 1411, 1416

'Vithout the ajd of the division of, Philadelphia must
be lost, - - 1215

"
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Lee,M<ljor~Genera] CharJes- Continued.
General Washington expects him to be at Pittstown

this eveningt - - 1216
Lord Stirling to concert a plan of operations with, 1217
Six hundred MiJitia raiRed- in New-Hampshire in

conseguence of a request of, - 1223
Remarks of General \Vashington on capture of, - 1231,

1232, 1243, 1274, 1276
Information by General Sullivan of the c:lpture of, 1282
Remarks of Robert Morrison capture of, 1239, 133111333
The Army lately commanded by, to cross the Dela-

ware this dav) - - 1247
Remarks of Peilllsylvania Council of Safety on cap-

tureof,' - . 1254
Remarks of Dr, Shippen on capture of, . 1258
Assurances of. that Colonel Vose's detachment

should remain in New-Jersey, - - 1260, 1297
The djvision lately commanded by~ about to join

General Washington~ - 1313
Account by General Howe of the capture of, - 1317
Accountby Committee of Foreign Affairs of capture

of, - - 1327
Three rooms in the oJd City Hall fitting up for) \'�lith

locks and bars, - 1345
Recommendation of Captain Vernejou, who was

wilh, - 1365
Flag (0 be sellt to General Howe to inquire info

treatment of, - - 1368, 1607
Was the ido] of the officers, and possessed stiJl more

the confidence of the solJiery, ~
- 1369

MOIley to be Jodged in tbe hands of General Wash-
ington for the use of,

- 1368, 1369
Colonel Guyon said to be taken prisoner with, - 1373
RemiU<lnce bv Robert Morris to General "Vashin«-

ton for,
_ -. 0. ]374

Account in New-York Mercury of capture or, ~ 1377
Genera] Washington will take the earJiest opportu~

nity of sending Robert Morris's letter to, ~
- 1420

Accouut by CoJooel White, Aid-de-Camp to Gene-
ml Howe, of capture of, -

~
- - - 1423

Not the only efficient officer in the American ser-
vice,

_
1424

Robert Morris will send goJd to, if it will be admitted, 1428
Since the captivity of, a distrust has crept in among

the troops of Ihe abilities of some of the General
officershigh in command, ~ 1513

Two bitls drawn by, ordered to be paid, - 1562
Payment for ferriage of, . 1569
Leuer ~rom, to Dr. Franklin, read in Congress, ~ 1577
Congress send an express to, to know where and

in what situation he and the Army witb him are, 1596
Letter from, read in Congress) _

1603
Congress request Robert Morris to send money to, 1607
Letter to, from William Kennon, read in Congress, 1618
Letters from, to-

James Bowdoin, 794, 811, 841. 933
GovernOUf Cooke, . . 772, 1108
Dr. Franklin, - . 540
General Gates, ~

- 1201
General Heath, . 795, 822, 857, ] 073, 1138, 1167
Richflrd Henry Lee and Benjamin Rush, a Com-

mittee of Congress, _
1121

NewLHampshire Council) ~
- 872

Colonel Reed, - 782,83]
Genera] Washington,

- ~
-

~ 653,767,
831,856,932, 1072, 1122, 1167 ,

Letters to~ from-
Rev. James CaldweJl,

_
1189

William Grayson, ~ 779
General Heath, . 795 834 1125
WiJliam Kennon, ' .' 1105
M. Malmedie, . 1321, 1322, 1324
l\fassachusetts Assembly, - ~ ]

132
Colonel Reed, - 793, 795
Governour Trumbu])J _

938
J. N. Varnum,- _

1391
General Washington, - - . 630,656, 678,

708,789, 812, 829,830, 81], 904,
1027,1054,1153,1166,1216, 1474

Lee, Elisha, appoinled First Lieutenant, Connecticut 458
Lee, !:ra~~is Lightfoot, delegate in Congress fro~

Vu<rlnm-
l\femb~er of the Board ofWa.r, _ _

670
On Committee to inquire into state of prisoners ~ 1602
Chairman of Committee of the Whole, ~ _' _

1616
Lee, John, commissioned Master of (he privateer

Warren, - ~ 419Prizetakenhy, - . 685

INDEX. 1752

Lee, Joseph, one of the ~igners of the certjficate in
favour of Robert Gragg) - ~ 395

Lce, Lieuten~flt, talks of declining, - - 1039
Has an offer of a CRptaincy, - 1319

Lee, Ludwell, to remain with Arthur Lee, ~ 1415
Lee, Major, of Glover's Regimentj pay drawn by, for

two office~, ~ 742
General Washington cannot allow doub]e pay to, - 750

Lee, Richard Henry) delegllte jn Congress from Vir~
ginia-

Letter from, to Samuel Pun>iance) Jun., ~ 826
Letter to, from vVi]liam Aylettj 910, 913
On Committee, letter to, from General Lee, ~ - 1121
Member of Marine Committee, - 1148
Letter to, from Dr. Shippen) ~ 1258
Letters tOj from Benjamin Rusb, - 1308,1487t 1512
On Committee of Poreig[] Affairs, - 1328
Letter to, from Arthur Leej - - 1415
On Committee on an npplication of General Schuy~

ler - - 1506
On Committee fOf circulating a treaty among the

Hessians, - 1584
On Committee on plan of an Artillery yard) - - 1591
On Committee on Cavalry, - - 1593
Added to Committee on the Northern Army, - 1601
On Commiuee respecting 11day offastingJ - - ]602
On Committee on sumlry letter!.',M - 1607
On Committee on obtaining foreign assistance, - 1610
On Committee on state of the Army, ~ ~ ]611
On Committee to prepare circular respecling the

enlarged pon'ers or Gel1eral Washington, - - 1613
Lee, Samuelj nn Examiner of Surgeons, Connecticut, 455

Appointed Surgeon of tbe ship Oli"er Cromwellj . 705
Lee, Thomas, to be sent from France to Virginia with

despatches, - 1415
Lee) Thomas Sim, member of Maryland ConyentioD, ~ 83
LeflingweJ!jCaptain,MnjorRogers's RegimentofCon-

necticut Militia, Return of Company of, - ~ 475
Lefever,Lieutenant Simeon)member of a CourtMMnr-

tial, . _ 1263
Lefoy, Lieutenant Thomas, Colonel Livingston's Regi~

ment, resigns, ~
- 857

Legare, Mr., on Committee to wait on Legisla((ve
Council, South-Carolinaj -

.
-

~
- 72

Leger, Captain, South-Carolina Assembly, on .com-
mittee to revise Militia Jaw,

On Committee on salt,
On Committee on memorial from inhabitants of

Charles-Town, ~
- 47

Leghorn, ships~of-war may be p'urchased at) cheaper
than in any other port in Europe, - 851, 1051

Legislative Councilj SouthMCarolina, how composed) 73
Messages from, to the AssemblYj- 19)21t 45, 58, 61,71

Leg-islature,Maryland, powers and pri\'iJegesof, - 144
To consist of two branches, - - 165

Leightner, Michael, payment to, for \'ictuaJling troops, 1569
Leitner, Michael, member of South-Carolina Assem~

hly, 36
Leisner, Mr., payment to, for nursing in hospita.I,

- 186
Lemont, Captain, ~

- 389
Lempriere~ Clement, Jetter to, from South.Carolina

Navy-Board,- - 1531
Proposals of, for building a row-galley, accepted,

- 1537
Lendrum, Rev. Mr., desired (0 fead prayers in Mary-

land Convention,
Lenn, \Villiam, Commodore Hopl{insdesires him to

be sent on board the fleet, - 1162
Leonard, Captain Nathanjpl, on Committee from Mas-

sachusettsto the camp at Ticonderoga, - 390, 495
Leonardj Lieutenant-Colonel) field-officer for the day

at Ticonderoga, - 529
Lesher, Leonardj payment (0, for riding express, 193
Leslie, Brigadier-General, (British,) at the battle of

White-Plains, -
_

923
Brigade of, at Newark, 1299

Lester, CAptain, gave good satj~,raction Jast campaign, 1477
Letter-books, General Washington desire.5j to he sent

to him, -
_

1402
Letters of Marque, Pennsyh'ania, commissioned-

Speedwell, Thomas Bell,
- 188

Friendship, Robert ColJings,
- 188

Industry, Michael Barstow, -
_

201
Leverick, John,-disaR'ectctl, petition of, to New-York

Committee of Safety,
- 269

Levering, William, payment to, for pick-axes and
spades,

- 190) 191
Lelel's, Robert, appointed Paymaster to the Twelfth

PelJo,"y[vania Regiment) - ~ 188

18
31

87
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Levy, Benjamin, to sign ContinentaH biJis of credjt, - 1613
Levy, Mr., James Mease directed to rec.eive certain

goods from, - 1597
Mr. Mease direc.ted to return the above goods tOJ- 1601

Lewes, Mr., Chaplain, prisoner, Committee of Sa]em
ask for orders reJative to, - - 421

Lewis, General Andrew, Jetter from 10 Benjamin Har-
rison, - 694

Letter from, to Board of War, - 694
Letter fromt to President of Congress, - - 1329
Letters from, read in Congress, - 1570, ]573, 1616

Lewis, CharJes, appointed Colonel of a Virginia Bat-
talion . - - - - - - - 695

Lewis, Da~ie], witness on trial of Caleb Green, - 1421
Lcwil', Colonel Fielding, would probably supply flour

for the Army on good terms, . - - - 1243
Lewis, Francis, delegate in Congress from New-

York-
Letters from, to New-YQrk ConTention, 347,366,1069
Report in New-York Committee of Safety on letter

of, - - 355
Letter to, from New.York Convention, - 357
On the Marine Committee, - - 1148
Com'elltion do not kno\v whether he is in Philadel-

phia, - 1468
An account of Isaac Dennis paid to, - 15;')8
Adderl to CommittEe on cannon, - - 1611

Lewis, Francis, Jun.,elected a manager of the Jottery, 1577
Dec!ines the appointment, - - 15R2

Lewis, l\1()rg~TI,Deputy Quartermaster-General, tents
to be delivered to, - - 529

Arrival of, at Alhany, ~ - 548
Letter from, to General Gates, - 605
To com'cy fifty batte~us out of Lake George into

Hudsoll's River, 658, 665
Business of, to forward provisions to Ticonderoga, 879
J. Trumbull desired to exchanlJc offices with, - 907
Letter to, from GeneraJSchuyler, - 1102

Lewis, Mrs., proposal for the relea::!e of, - - 699
Permitted by General Howe to go to her husband,. 1154
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Intelligence at, - .. ~ ~ - .. - 1028 troops, - 218
Newspapers, Committee on Foreign Affairs desire Letter to, from Captain Johnson, - - 741

to hare, - - 1328 Letter from, to Robert Ben~on, - 1110
InteJIigence at, by Colonel White, Aid-de~Camp to Lou, Colonel, member of New-York Convention, - 217

General Howe, ~ 1423 On Committee on poor of New-York, . - 218
Long, Captain Gabriel, Virginia Riflemen, advance to, Advance~ made by, forexpenses in removing the poor, 346

for recruiting, - - 1578 Lou, CaptalO Henry, payment to, for expenses coHect-
Account of, referred to the Board of Treasury, ~ 1578 iug arms, ~ 199
Payment for eight rifle guns suppJied to, - 1580 Payment to, for pay, &c., - 201

Long) Jacohus, disaffected, - 289 List of delinquents in Company of, - 1473
Long, J ames1 appointed messenger tD Congress) ~ 1609 Lottery, publick, Committee appointed by Congress
Long, John, examination of, respecting Tories, - 580 to prepare a plan of, - 1557
Long, Colonel Pierce, General Gates desires Regimeut Committee on, brought in a report, - 1573

of; to be ordered to Ticonderoga, - 624 Scheme and regulations of, - - 1574
Letter from, to New-Haml)shireCommittee of Safety, 773 Further regulations, - 1575
Regiment of, ordered to Ticonderoga, - - 816 Managers elected: - 1577
MallyofRegjmeutof, refuse tomareh toTic.onderoga, 1045 Managers immediately to carry into execution, - 1579
Letter from, to New-Hampshire Assembly, - - 1454 Dr. Jac.ksonelected a manager, .. - 1582

Long, Robert, petition of, to Maryland Convention, Counterfeitiug tickets of,. to be prevented, - 367, 1587
read and rejected, - 94 Further regulations, - 1493 1594

Long. Solomon, appointed Captain of the Third Intle~ Time for commencing drawing of, aJteredj - -' 1599
pendent Company of-Regulars, Mary]and, -

~ 114 Loudon, Samuel, printer of biHs of credit, - 255
Long-Island, escape of John Fleming, a soldier, ftorn, 183 Salary to, for publishing, for New-York Convention, 372

Provision for inJigent fronl, inadequate, - 24-1 Lounsberry, Lieutenant) declines the appointment of
ColonelLivingston to furnishaccount of stock, &c., Captain, - - 1157

remo\'ed from,- - 352 Loury,Thomas,order in favourOfJOfS~1tfoi'theArmy, 187
Engagement on, near Setasket, ~ . ~ ~ 551 Love,John, memuer of Maryland Convention, - 83
General De Lancey's orders respecting impressed On Committee on Rifle Companies, 93

drivers on, - 674 Lovell, James, letter from, to Captain Proctor, - 519
List of l{i!Jed,taken prisoners, and missing) from the Enlarged from his confinement, - - 556

SeventeenLh Regiment, in the action on, ~ -
7]5 Extract of a letter from, 621

Allu~ions in House of Lords to success of British Arrival of1 in Boston, from Halifax, - 1088
troops on. 9631967,982 Letter from, to John Avery, ~ 1412

6
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LoveJ1: Solomon, and others, petition of, to J.\iIas8a- Lyon, Lieutenant Zebulon, - 222
chuselts General Court, . - 387 Recommended for Lieutenant, - 940, 947

Lowder, Jonathan, resolve on the petition of,.
- 400 Examination of, respecting Major Hoisington's

Truckmaster to the Penobscot Indians, - - . 445 Rangers, - - 943
Lowensfeld, Lieutenant, Hessian, kiJJed, - - 1057 Lyon & Co., supplied with cannon by Connecticut,. 512
Lowes) Henry, member of Maryland Convention, 84

1\1On Committee on Manufactures, - - - 90 .
Lean" of absence from Convention, 100, 109, 131 Mabie, Mr., account of lead and QaH delivered to, - 213

Lowman, Lodwick, member of Lancaster Committee, 810, Machias, resolve fo( supp~yjng inhabitants o.f, with
854,869,918,1257 corn,&c., - - - - - - - 384

Lowndes, Rawlins! member of Sauth-CaroJina As- Petitian of Committee of, .~
- 442

sembly, - 4 I Accaunt af Cammittee of, far supporting Indians, ~ 443
On Committee on President's Message, - 5, 27, 54 I Rewh'e an petition of Committee o~ - - - 446
On Committee on petition of Edward Fenwick, 19 Leiter to. Cammittee of, from Captain Eddy, - - 627
On Committee on petitian of J ann Berwick,

_

26 Letter af James Lyon, from, - 1435
On Committee on employing slaves on the pub!iek Machias Liberty, slaop, discharged from the service of

works, 40 Massachusetts, - 387
On Committee to.revise the constitution, 61 Resolverelative to roUsaf, ~ ~ 410
Letter from, to Sauth-Caro!iua Assembly, - 745

1

Machin, Mr." ass!sted at the conf€'rence on abstructing
Lawry, Stephen, Assistant Deputy Commjssary-Gen- Hudsan s RIver, - - . - - - - 338

eral, 1034 Engineer at Fort Montgomery! opinian af, - - 340
Requested to supp1y E. Blain and athers with salt, 1570 With Colonel Hun~ington, - - - ~ - 679

Lawry, Thomas, petition o~ to Cantinenta] Congress, 661 Mack, Orlanda, appointed Ensign, Cannecticut, - 460
Forty thoLJsRnd dol1ars advanced to, -

_
- 1568 :Mackall, Benjamin, member of :Maryland Convention, 83

Lawther, ship, take[) by the Cabot, - ~ 637 Mackall, Captain James, officers recommended for
Laxley, Benjamin, payment ta! on account of cannan Company o~ - .

- 513
foundry, - - 198 Mackall, John, member of Maryland Convention, 83

Loxley, Major, tubs, &:.c.,delivered to, for cannon Leave or absence from Conventian, 92
foundry, -

_
184 rvlotionby,in Convention,- - 121

Coal delivered to, far brass foundry, - 202 Mackay: Colonel,battaUonof, to march with a1lexpe-
Loyal Valunteers, in Albany Uounty, aath of secrecy dition, - 1580

and aJlegiance for, ~ : 588 Petitian fram Battalion a~ read in Cangress, ~ - 1601
Lucas, Captain, Maryland,Return of Company of, _

1081 Nineteen thousand doUarsadvanced for use of Bat-
Leave of absence, - 1081 talion o~ - ~ 1608

Lucas, Lieutenant, Northern Army, - 1237 Macke, William, recommended for Fjrst Lieutenant, 513
Luckett, WitJiam, Judge of Ejection, Frederick Mackenzie, Captain, (British,) appointed Paymaster of

County, Maryland, ~
_

173 the new levies,- - 538
Luddington, Colonel, arms in passession of, taken lVIaclienzie, Doctor, autharized to purchase medicines, 1618

from disaffected persons, -
_

244 Maclean, Colonel, winter~qljar(ersof Royal HighJand
Detachment fram Regiment of, to repair roads, - 315 Emigrants af, - - - - - - ~1029

LudIo,,,, Thomas, Jun., certain goods taken on board Macleane,Colonel,sixt},thausand guineas in charge af, 1212
the sloop Elizabeth, aHowedto, ~ 420 Macpherson,Mr., Sauth-CarolinaAssembly,on Com-

Ludlum, Captain William, payment of part of Com- mittee to. wait on Legislative CounciJ,
palJyof, - - ~ - - ~ - - 344 Mackworth, Sir Herber!, speech of, in House of Cam~

Ludwick, Mr., Hessian prisoners under care of,
_

705 mons on Address to the King, - . 993
Ludwig, Dr. Charles, appointed Surgeon to the Ger- Magaw, Calone1 Rabert, thinks December will expire

man Battalion, - 1572 before the enemy can carry Fort ,"Vashingtan, - 619
Directed to attend sick soldiers in PhiJadelphia,

_

1579 Letter fram, to.General Greene,. - -
_

699
Two months' pay advanced to, _

1580 Answer of: to. summons for. surrender af Maunt
Lukens, Mr., pubJick papers in hand6 of, to be 1'e- -Washington" - - 700

moved, w
_

187 Fart Washington surrendered by, ~ - 741
Lumber! Mr. OllivepermLttedto sail with cargo af, to (See Fort Washington.)

the West-Indies, - 378 .Sick, - -
~

- ~ 1155
Account af~ supplied by the Cantinent for the sev~ Letter to, fram General \Vashjngtoo! - - 1257

era! forts near BostolJ,
_

476 Magazines, place recommended for, by a Commht€c
Restrictions on exportatian of, remaved by Can- ofPennsylvanja Councd of Safety, - 184

gress, . 1619 Of provisions in the Southern States, Jetter from
Lurnrnery, James, sent prisoner to Exeter, New~ WiJJillrn Kennan to General Lee respecting, - 1105

Hampshire, _
469 Of provisionsto.be laidup at sundry places in Penn-

Lundy, Ebenezer, payments to) for cartouch.boxes, sylvania, ~ - 1228
&.e., 184, 199 A plan for the establishment or. - - ]314-

I..unt, Daniel, master of privateer Da]tan! -
_

380 Three to be erected, - 1457
Lush, Mr., Albany, member of a Com~ittee af Car- To be estabJishedjn Pennsylvania, ~ 1608

respondence, - 305, 605 Two. others to be formed, - 1611
Lush, Captain Stephen, copies afJetters taken by, at. Resalutians ofCangress for erecting,

-
_

1612
Bennington, - 566,590,591 Magee, J.A., letter from, to New-York Committee of .

Luttrell, Hon. Temple, speech of, in House of Com- . Arrangement, - ~ 956
mons on the Address to the King, - - 989: Letter from, read in New- York Committee af Ar~

Speech in House of Cammans on Navy esti- rangement, ~ 957
mates, - 1016, 1018 l\fageer, Lieutenant, Colonel Humfrey!s Regiment, - 219

Matian by, in the House af Commons, - 1019 Magistrates, jist of, in Sauth-Carolina, - - ~ 67
Lux, Mr.) rape-waJk, ~ 1330 Magruder, Enoch, Judge of Elect iou, Prince George's
Lux, 'Vllliam, member of Baltimore Committee, 1033, 1397 _ County, Maryland, - - - . - - 173

Crew of prize ship Caroli
.

ne,.to apply to, for their
I

Magruder, Jeremiah, Judge of Election, Prince
wages, ~ ~ ~ - - - - ~ 1093 George's County, Maryland, -. - - - 173

Letter from, to Maryland Council of Safety! - - 1482 !Magruder, Nathan, Commissianer far Montcromery
Lyman, ElJsign Elihu, taken prisoner on Long-Island, 719' County, Maryland, - - - -

~

-
_

104
Lyme, Conne~ticut, direction of Committee or, re- Magmder, Captain Samuel Wade, IVlaryland Militia,

specting certain cattle, - 815 resigned! - ~ 774
Lyne, ~earge, appointed Major of a Vjrginia Bat- l\fagruder, Zadack, Cammissioner for Montgomery

tahon, ~ 695 County, Maryland, ~ I' - - ~ - 104
Lyndon, J., Rhade-Island,

- 1209 Judge ofE!ectian, Montgomery Caunty, Maryland, 173
Lyon, Hugb, letter fram, to Maryland Council of Mahan, Captain, on Committee to revise Militia Jaw,

Safety, ~ 668 South.Carolina, 21
11on, James, letter from, to President af Continental Mail, faIJcn into the hands of the enemy, - 829,830

Congress, - - - - ~ - - 1435 NOlie of General Heath's letters in, when taken by
Lyon, Lieutenant Matthew, tried and convicted by a the enemy, _

858
Court-Martialj~ - .. - ~ - ~ 528 Irregularity of, -1356, 1502

74
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l\Iainhorte, A., minister, New-Jersey, - 1297 Manufactures, in Maryland-Continued.
Maitland, Major, fa\'ourable notice of, by General Committee on report against the petition of John

Howe, -1317 Well~,.. 98
Major-General,(ieneral Washington recommends that Report ,onpetition of John Wells disagreed to," 98

one be appointed for every three Brigades, .. 1312 Report of Committee to inquire into state o~ .. 100
IVIakepeace,Second Lieutenant Solomon}taken pri- Report from Committee to receive proposals for, 116

soner on Long-IsJand, .. 7]5 Linen, by Archer &.Harris, .. 761
Malcom, Kip and Lott, ve8sels belonging to, - - 204 Muskets, by H. Hollingsworth,.. .. .. .. 776
Malcolm, Colonel WiHiam,letter from, read in New- Muskets, Robert Read proposes to contract for~- 1025

York Committee of Safety, - 301 Marblehead, MassachusettsJ flour delivered to sea-coast
Gratuity to be advanced by~... - 354 men at, - - 384
Annexed to General George Clinton's Brigade, - 365 A number of prisoners to be ex-t'~hangedat, - 1088, 1325
To be despatched against Major Rogers, - 371 Marbury, 'Luke, member of Mcaryland Convention, 83
Regiment of, at White-PlainsJ (note,) - - 485 Leaveof absence fromConvention, - 130
Return of Regim€nt of, - - - - 499 March, Mr., prisoner, attention of Massachusetts
Letter from, to John McKessonJ - - 522 Council called to, - . - 1177
Commissary to furnish list of arms, &c., delivered to Marchant, Henry, petition of, in behalf of Abraham

Regiment of, - - 860 Redwood, - 378
Quartermaster to furnish list oftents,&c., delivered Margeron, John, orders of Captain J. P. Jones to, - 1284

to Regiment of, - 860 Marine Committee, to order return of men taken by
Officers of Regiment of, .- 953 Continentalvessels.- - 183
Lett€rs (rom, to General Heath, - 1059, 1073, Shot delivered to, by Pennsylvania Council of Safety, 191,

1109, 1139, 1173, 1297 193, 197
Reg-iment or, have consented to stay in the service Application to be made to, for cannon, - 200

fourteen d~ys longer, - 1059 Letter from, read in New-York Committee of Safety, 259
Letter to, from General Heath, - 1074 Letter from, to New-York Convention, -

. - 347
Requested to urge his men to continue in service Report in New- Yark CommitLe-e of Safety on letter

,illlhe last of December, - - 1126 of - - 355
Regiment of, dismissed, - 1262 Inst~uctions of, to Captain Warner, - 461
Letter from, to General Scott, - 1073 Commodore Hopkins has orders from, - - 1077

Malmadie, Mr., recommended by General Lee to Gov- Letter from, to William Bingham, - 1213
ernour Cooke~ - - 1109 Robert Morris will attend to the unfinished business

DetachedbyGeneralLeetoRhode-I,lond,- - 1122 of,- - 1240
Letters from, to General Lee, 1321, 1322, 1324 Books and papers or, sent to Christeen, - 1241
Lett€r from, to Governour Cooke, - 1517 A report brought in Congre~s by, - 1562

l\Iamaroneck, abandoned by Militia with precipita- A memorial from Lawrence Bowden referred to, - 1566
tion, - 576 Letter of General Lewis referred to, - 1570

Man, Captain~ Lady Johnson and Mrs. Bruce desire To apply to Pennsylvania Council of Safety for shot, 1571
to proceed to New.York with, - - 1236 To dispose of naval force for defence of Philadelphia, !l'j70

Manacles, to be made for New-York Committee on Consideration in Congress ofa report of, - 1571
Conspiracies,

_
- 1547 Plan for increasing the Navy reported by, - ]578

.Manchester, Duke of, speech in House of Lords on An address of Nicholas Biddle and others referred
the Address to the KingJ - - 964 to - ~ 1594

Mandeville, John, Court-Marlial he]d at house of, - 934, To I~ake advances to recruits on the Randolph, - 1596
1084'J 1097~ 1421 Twenty.five thousand dollars received for the use

Manly, Commodore, Continental ship Hancock, at of, to be returned to Congress, - - 1603
Boston,

_
- 1089 Directed to employ fast sailing vessels to crui.::e off

At Newburyport, - - 1325 the Cope, of Delaware, - - 1606
Manly, John, and othersJ petition o~ to Massachusetts Robert Morris empowered to- borrow ten thousand

General COLIrt, - 397 dollars for, - 1606
l\Iann, Benjamin, chosen a aember of the Town Coun- Memorial from John MatthewsonJ and a letter from

cil, Providence, - 786 Mr. Hughe, referred to, - - 1620
Mann, Isaac, to be confined iu jail, - - 469 Letters to, from-
Mansfield, ConnecticutJ one hundred and fifty pounds Commodore Hopkins,

of powder to be delivered to, - - 1103 Captain J. P. Jones,
NIansfield, Joseph, appointed First Lieutenant, Con- Letters from, to-

necticut, ~ - 458 Captain Warner, 637,904
Mantz, Captain Peter, appoin~ed Major to Colonel John Wcreat, - 671

Griffith's Battalion of Militia for the Flying-Camp, 102 Lieutenant Buck, - 672
Manufactures- Livinus Clarkson and John Dorsius, - - 739

Of powder in South-Carolina, report of Committee Captain John Paul Jones, - 1148
to superintehdJ 24 Captain John Nicholson, - - 1419

Of salt, encouraged in South-Carolina, - 32 Marines, two Companies of; ordered from Philadelphia
Bounty on silk, South~Carolina, - 69 to Fort Montgomery, - 209
Bounty on (]axJ linen and thread, South-Carolina, ~ 69 Thirty, to be inlisted for the ship CongressJ - - 355
Bounty on hempJ SOLIth-CaroJina, 69 Notice of Jacob Valine to, - - 596
Ufsaltpetre and powder,encouraged in New-York, 249 Lieutenant John Johnson recommended for Cap-
Of flax, resolve of New-YOlkrelating lOJ - 251 lain of, - - 741
Of wool.oards in New-Yark, bounty OU, - 284 Captain Disney appointed Captain of, all the Vir-
Of linen, importance of encol1ragirig~ - - 332 gioia, .

- 826
Of salt, petition of Nathaniel Whitaker to Massa- Marlin, Lieutenant Barret, has not received his com-

chl1setts General COLIrt,for aid in, - 401 mission, - - 1451
Of salt, act of Connecticut to encourage, - - 450 Marline, John, deposition of, (note,) - 333
Of saltpetreJ resolution of Connecticut for encour- Memorandum of goods plundered from, (noteJ) -. 334

aging, - 451 Mar]ing, Lieutenant, sick in camp, - - - 504,792
Of steel in Connecticut, - 511 Marquand, Joseph, and others, petition of, to Massa-
Of linen, encouraged in N ew- York, - 783 chusetts General Court, - - 379
In Maryland- Marquise, Captain de la, appointed Assistant Engineer, 533

Of guns, encouraged, 88 Marsden, Adjlltant, witness on trial of Lieutenant
Committee to receive proposals forJ - 90 Nowell, - - 1346
Report of Committee all, - 93 Marseilles; arrival ofbri~ Elizabeth from, - - 1253
Remonstrance of George Davyreferred to Coma Marsh,Colonel, on Committee lo proceed to Cumber-

mittee on, - 95 laud County, - 226, 503
Elisha Winters proposes to take the Frederick On Committee to Windsor, - .. 945

gun-Iock~ 95 Marsh, Lieutenant-Colonel) field-officer for the day at
Committee to inquire into progress of, -

~ 96 Mount Independence, - -- - 529, 534
Linen, petilion of C. T. Wederstnmdt and John Marsh, MajorJoel, on Committee of Town of Hertford, 941

Wells for aid to. carry on, 97 Affidavito~ respecting Major Hojsington's Rangersj 944
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Marshal, Captain, of the British packet Swallow, -
Marsh.dl, Charles, payment to, for sundries for the

fleet,
Marshall, Ensign, appointed Second Lieurenan,t, -
Mm'shall, Colonel Thomas, petition of offic.ers and

soldiers of Regiment of, - 407, 6~6
~Jarston, Benjamin, committed to jail, - 3~3
Marston, Lieutenant Ephraim, .. 344
Martial Law, persons subject to, in Maryland, - .. 145
Martin, Andrew, chosen Captain of a Company of

Connecticut volunteers, - - 511
Martin, Colonel, Return of Regiment of, .. .. 601
Martin, Dubois, agreement of, with Silas Deane, to

enter the Army of the United States," -1089,1090
Jl,fartin, Captain J oho, purposes lengthening the brig

Friendship, .. 514
Arrival of, at Baltimore, - 540
Letter from, to Maryland Council of Safety,.. 739,835
Van Bibber &. Harrison (Martinique) hope soon to

be advised of the arrival of, .. 819 \Nearly reody to sail, - - 1025 ,

Very busy at the affair of Robert Christie, Jun., .. 1147 '
Will sail without fllil to-morrow, - - 1164
Has sai]ed at last, .. 1253
Ordered to proceed on his voyage, - 1271
An anchor sent to, .. 1329

l\Tartin, Jonathan, payment to, for repairing guns, - 193
'Martindale~ Nicholas, commander of the Lively, state-

ment by)..of the civilities received from Captain
Tucker, - - 940

Martinico, Continental vessel Sachem at, .. .. 1241
Marvin, Benjamin, recommended to New-York Com-

mittee of Arrangement, .. - 1141
Marvin, Elihu, Chairman of Orange County, letter

from, read in New.. York Committee of Safety, .. 330 ILetter from, to New-York Convention,- 752
Marvin, John, letter fromJ to New-York Convention, - 1381
Mary and Jam~s, priz~ brig) Committee for appraising

cargo of, - - 438
l\1arylaud-

Commanders of armed hoats oft to be appointed by
Council of Safety, - 94

Declaration of Rights of, ~ 143
Constitution of, .. - 165
Committees of Obs~rvation to be chosen in eaGh

Countj-) .. - 179
Quota assigned to~ for the new Army, - - 210
Commissioners from) much distressed, - - 762
Many of the Congress uneasy at the powers of the

Delegates of, - .. 820
Two Continental frigates to be built in, 826, 827, 1578
Return of the six Independent Companies and First

Regiment of Regulars of, - - .. - ~ 10S1
Joseph TrumbuH desires directions respecting send~

ino- jnto~ for flour, - 1202
Gen~ral SmaJlwood to inspirit the Militia of, .. 1229
Without a representation in Congress, - - 1329
Militia of the upper part) in motion, .. ]3'68
Congress have received no answer from, on the suh-

ject of the Nantikoke Indians, - .. 1563
Commissioners oC to be furnished with a resolution

of Congress respecting lands, 4 - 1569
Credentials of De]egates in Congress from, - .. ]575
Twenty thousand dollars advanced by Congress to

Commissioners from, .. 1581
Resolutions of Congress respecting troops of, - 1597,

1598, 1618
Maryland Convention-

Proceedings of) - 8.3-182
Petition of John Games to, - .. 460
I~etters to, from President of Congress, ..: 508,

669, 670,697, 777
Letter from, to President of Congress, - .. 627
Letter to) from MaryJand Commissioners, .. 673
Matthew Tilghman can't see. how any part of the

proceedings of, can be suppressed,
'

.. J053
Maryland Council of Sllfety-

Empowered to draw for thirty thousand pounds, 84
To expedite march of independent Companies, - 87
Declaration of Independence laid before the COII~

vention by,
To advance eight hunured dllilars to Major Welt-

ner,
Inventory laid before the Convention by,
Depositions against Isaac Costin, laid before Con_

vention by,
Proceedings of, laid before the Convention, -
Commanders of armed boats to be appointed by, ~

INDEX, 1764
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I

Maryland Council of Safety- Continued.
Empowered to store thirty thousand bushels of salt

194 intheWest-ludic"- - - - - - 93
876 To advaoce one month's pay to Captain Boyd's

Company, - 101
Empowered to contract for one thousand pikes, - 109
Empowered to sell the schooner Resolution) - 109
To issue warrant8 to Captain Robos::;on and otherB

to raise a Company, .. 109
Merchant vesse]s not to sail without license from, 110
Petition of Castle-Haven Company referred to, . 110
Nicholas Thomas elected a member of, w U3
To prOliide p\1per for printing money, ~ - - 113
Empowered to import c]othing, ammuuition) &.0., - IHi
To send schooner Resolution on a voy{]ge, - - 116
In the rec.eS8 of the COIHention to commission Offi4

cers for the eight Battalions) .. 120
To dispose of ,'essels floated ashore fromLord Dun-

more's fleet) - 122
Empowered to draw for fifteen thousand pounds, - 124
Empowered to mal{ean aHowanceto Captain Ful-

ford, - 126
Petition of Basil Clarkson referred to, .. - 126
Case of William B. Townsend referred to, - 126
Empowered to offer a bounty to seamen, - 128
Empowered to grant discharges, .. - 129
To inlist men to serve in the Artillery Companies) - 129
Petition of WilJiam Richardson relerred to, - . 129
Empowered to make out commjssions for a Com-

pany ofl\iatrosses, .. w 131
Empowered to issue warrants to recruiting Ser-

geants for the ejght Conlinentlll Battalions, - 132
To pay for importations from the West-lndies in

papermoney,- - 133
Election for, to be held, .. 164

.Election of, - 179
Empowered to draw for ten tbousand pounds, - 181
Empowered to borrow twenty thousand pounds jf

nece8sary, - - - 181
Thomas Con tee ejected a member of, in the stead

of lVIr. Grahame) resigned, .. 182
Petition to, from Captain Smith's Company ofRan-

gers, - 554
Requested by Congress to use their utmost endea-

vours in forwarding the l\1itjtill~- - 1607
Requested to furnish fifty bJllnkets for sick soldiers, 1614
Lelters from, to-

President of Congress, 482, 786
Board of War, - - 695 14a7
Benjamin Harrison, -

~
1482

Letters to, from- ..
John Archer, ~ .. 851
Archer &.Harris, 761
Heury Ashfield, - 1482
M.Audie, - 819
Baltimore Committee, -1033, 1238
C. Beatty,

- 8a6, 1147
Board of IV ar, - - 888
Andrt!w Buchanan, ..

- 1228
ArchibaJd Buchanan, 597, 1134
John Burnell, ..

-
127]

John Carey)
_

1135
Cbarles Carroll,

_
1329

Jame, Llo)'d Chamberlaine, _
1426

Samuel Cbase, - 761, 787, 809, 819, 853, 915, 1395
Robert Christie, JUD., -

..
-

~ _
1198

Jesse Claypoole,
- 1239

Captain Conway, 4 903
CaptainCook,- - - - - - -1024

1068,1093, 1118,1238, 1289, 1374, 1510
Robert Cummins, - 1033
Major.Deakins, - 774, 1271
Captam Deams, '.'j15John Dent and J. Parnham, ~ 613
Captain Dems, - 1330
Dorchester County Committee, - - 695
Samuel Dorsey, Jun., - 1094
Mat.Driver,

_
1068

~umberlatld Dugan, 697, 775
Colon"! Gist, - - 486
John Haas and others) 836
Aquila Hall, 868
Captain Harris, 615
Benjamiu Harrison, - 1271 1416 1471
\Vilham Harrison, ~

'
_' 888

Vernon Hebb and Timothy Bowes, - 508
Governour Henry, - - - _

1356
Heury Hollingsworth, - 491,776, 1272

88

89
91

91
93
94
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l\faryland Council of SlIfety, letters tOJfrom- Continued.
Jesse Hollin£!:swortb, .. ~ - -

_
513,

668, 903, 914, 915, 1024, 1025, 1164, 1253, 1456
George Hooper, A 697
J on. Hudson and Thomas Jones, - 482
B, Johnson,

- 513
Thomas Johnson, J nn., 1239, 1289, 1307, 1395, 1457
Captain Kilty, -

_
491

Hugh Lyon, - - 668
William Lux, -

_
1482

Captain Mart;n, 739, 835
Colonel Murdock, - - 1457
James Murray, 696, 868
Benjamin Nicholson, _

514
Captain James Nicholson, _

775
William Paca, -

_
1094

J. Pelletier,
_

739
Pennsylvania Council of Safety,

_
1165

Richard Peters, 598, 763
Samuel Purviance, Jr., - 1212
Beniamin Rumsey, - - 827, 1370, 1471
1ViIJiarn Rumsey,

_ _ _
915

Thomas Smyth, - 660, 868, 1025
Thomas Sparrow,

_ _ _
888

Stephen Steward, - 461, 914, 1134, 1212, 1329
Captain Stone,

_
774.

J ames Tilghman, - 761, 836, 1253
Matthew Tilghman, ~ - 1053
Abraham Van Bibber, - 759
IsaacVanBibbel', - - 668
Van Bihber &;Harr;son, 481, 596, 613, 660, 759, 818
George "Veils, - 514, 1437
Stephen W~stJ ~ 539
George Woolsey, - 554

Maryland Gazette, resolutions respec.ting Dec]aration
of Independence to be published in~- 91

Resolutions on sah published jn, - - 111
Publications ill, - 124, 155

Mason, Captain, British, bearer of despatches, from
General Howe to England, _

818
l\Iason, Da\'id, appointed Colonel ora Virginia Batta]~

ion,
- 695

Mason, Sergeant Elijah, affidavit of, respecting Major
Hoisington's Rilngers, ~ 944

Mason, G., Chairman of Committee of Fairfax County,
Virginia, -

_
1559

1\13S011,Rev. John, Jetter from, to Robert Harper, - 861
Letter from, read in New-York Commiuee of Ar-

rangement, - 957
'Mason, Richard, member of .Mar}'land Convention, for

Caroline County,
Leare of absence from Convention,

l\Iasonall, \ViHiam, member of Cumber]and
Committee,

Masons, wanted at Fishkill,
l\IassRchusetts-

Quota assigned to, for the new Army, -
_

210
Petitions, Resolves, and Orders in Council, of, 373-446
Genera] Gates opposed to the additional bounty

voted by, - 549
Evil policy ofaJdition"1 pay voted by,

-
_

639
Letter from Genera] Nixon respecting arrangemeut

of officers, - 678
Increased bounty of, disapproved by General Wash-

ington,
- 494, 496

The same disapproved by Congress,
_

699, 708, 156S
The same disapproved by General Sehuy]er, - - 770
Measures of, for recruiting the Army, disapproved

by a CommiUee from Congress, - - - 785
Committee from, to the Army, proceedings of, 711-7] 4
Proclamation for a day ofth:t'oksgiving-Rnd prayer in, 731
Recomm~nds conference of New-England States

respecting paper currency, .~ 772
Advances by, on account of Coolness, to Sieur

Gaiault and SieLlr Con]eaux, -:;:.
- - ¥ 816

A Continental ship to be built in, - - 827
Connecticut declines proposition of, for meeting in

a conference of New-Eng]and States,
- 845, 1077

Resolve to pmceed in the abm'e conference, ~ 846
Act of Rhode-Is]and on pwposition of, respecting

paper currency, _
865

Proceedings in Worcester County r40specting form
of GO\'ernment of, - - 866

Narrati\'e of the observations of Mr. Lamont, while
a prisoner in, -

_
880

List of' FieJd-Officers appointed for,
_

1084
Delegates o~ directed not to proceed in the ~on-

ference respecting paper money, - 1104

83
93, 126

CouI1ty

- 626

- 265

Massa ch usetts- Continued.
Large quantities of clothing taken from the enemy

and carried into, 1142
Reasons of, for offering additional pay to the troops, 1209
The quantity of clothing carried into, not so large

as the papers represent, - 1210
A Committee from, to go to Providence, - - 1252
Six. thousand Militia ordered. to be immediately

raised in. - 1274
Militia of, at Rhode-Island, wiII not tarry much

10l1"er - - - _
- - - - 1411

.A magaz\ne and elaboratory to be erected in, - 1457
Two ships to be built jn, 1578
Advance to, in part of their account against the

Continent, - 1579
Armed vesse]s of-see J1rmed Vessels.
(See Bowdoin, James.)

Massachusetts Armed Vessels-
Diligent, Captain LamLert, -
Freedom, Captain Clouston,
l\'1achias Liberty, Captain Dorian,
Massachusetts, Captain Souther, -
Republicl{, Captain Williams,
Rising Empire, -
Tyranllicide, Captain Fish, .
Rations on board of, .

I\Iassachusetts AssembJy-
Letter from a Committee of, to President of Con-

gress,
Resolves of, relative to paper currency,

(See Paper :Money.)
Act of, respecting bills of credit, - 1066
Memorial of Committee of Sunbury, Nova-Scotia, to, 1268
Letters from, to-

Presjdent of Congress,
Genera] Lee, -
General Linco]n,

Letters to, from-
Henry Brownfield,
President of Congress,
Governour Cooke, -
Brigadier Danielson,
Captain Eddy,-
Jonathan Jackson, -
George Measam,
Colonel Mitchell,
William Tupper,
General Washington,

Massachusetts Board of War-
Letters from, to-

Captain Ayres,
John Bradford,
CoJonel Crafts,
Genera] Godfrey,
Colonel Golding and Malachy 1\'Ierril,
Messrs. Jackson) Tracy &.Tracy,
Captain Johnson,
Massachusetts Council, -
Captain l\Ielvi1,
Commissary Newman,
Hugh Orr,
Messrs. Penet & Son,
Samue] and Robert Purviance, _

James Russell,
'VilJiam Thompson,
Nathaniel Tracy,
John \Vatson,-

Letters to, from-
Captain Ayres,
Nathaniel Carter,
General Godfrey,
Commissary Newman,
Ephraim Spooner,
J. Warren,
John Watson, -
Alexander Wilson,

Massachusetts Counci]-
Names of members of,-
Letters from, to-

President of Congress,
Governour Cooke, -
General Lincoln,
Abraham Livingston,
Colonel Pickering, -
Committee at Providence,
General Schuyler, -Major Shaw,
Governour Trumbull,

INDEX. 1766

376,384,398,410
378, 385
387,410

377
420, 429
378, 386

404
385

494
772

-1044, 1.101

- 1132
- 1518

512
- 697,777, 1416
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626
- 1105
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- 1287
-1178, 1268

- 1393
- 1078
- 1065

1393
. 1325
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1423

1134
- 1305
- 1392
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-
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733

- 940
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-1325, 1518
1518
835

1519
1251
866

1133, 1142, 1209
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Massachusetts Council-Continued. McArthur, Alexander, recommended for an appoint~
Letters to, from- ment in the new a-rrangemen~ - 1219

John AJlen, . 800 McCabe John, recommended for First Lieutenant, .. 1330
Boston Committee) .. .. 594 McCall! 'Joan, Jun.! appointed Captain of,a watch
James Bowdoin, .. 1033 eompany in Charles-Town, SOllth-Carohna, .. 76
MDjor Bullard, -

.. 1146 McCaIJa, Captain William, list of delinquents in Com-
Committee ofCongressj .. .. 1505 panyof, 1472
Pre~ident of Congress, .. 1457 McCalJister, Colonel, Return of Regiment of, 663, 1035, 1401
Governour Cooke, .. -

]285 McCavery, :Mr., to repair certa.iu arms,. .. .. 243
Major Cushing, - 1078, 1411 McClaghry, Colonel, Regiment of, ordered to Pyramus, 1261
Philip Dalton and others, - - 1177 McClaghry, John, recommended fQr an Ensign, - 1319
Joseph Dimuick, .. 1393 McClallan, Lieutenant Hugh) recommende-d by Cola-
Simeon Dwight, .. 737 nel Weissenfells,

- 1041
John Gihson, - - 787 M{JClannen, Lieutenant, to recruit for Colonel Ganse.
General Lee, - - 811 vaort's Battalion,

_

1062
General Lincoln, - 1392 M:cClaughry, Colonel, two feJons sent to New-York
Lieutenant-Colonel Littlefield, - - 1079 Committee of Safely under clmrge of, .. 305, 635
General Schuyler, - - 1063 McCleave, Captain John, payment to, by Connecticut, 550
South-Carolina Council of Safety, - 1504 McClelan, Joseph, appointed Captain in the Ninth
James Warren, - 1132 Pennsylvania Regiment, - - 198
General WashingtolJ, .. 1362 McClenachan, Blair, owner of brig Industry, leiter of

(SeeBowdoin,James.) marque,- - 201
Massachuseus Court- McClintock, Second Lieutemmt Nathaniel, appointed

Petition of Cumberland County Commiuee to, .. 626 Adjutant, .. - - - - - - 876
Letter to, from Gov6fnour Cooke, - 1208 McCloud, :Murdock, sailor, an exchange of, to be pro-
Letter to) from Genera] Washington, .. - 1273 posed,

_
1208

P~tilion to, for HopestilJ Capen, - ..1519 McClowd, Sergeant, (British,) prisoner of war,"
- 793

1\fassachusetts House of Representatives- McClure, David, appoirated First LielJtenaut) Con nec-
Letter to) fllOm Timothy Danielson, - 711 ticut,

_
458

Letter to, from Samuel Dexter, - 758 McCobb, James, and Jordan Parker, petition of, to
l\fassey,Captain-Lieutenant,wounded, - - - 1056 Mas~mchusettsGeneralCourt, -

_
389

Massey, Major-General, (British,) letter from, to Alder- McCobb, William, Selectman of Boothbay, _

388
man Baker, - 537 McConneH, Lieutenant, on command,

_

921
l\1asts, conditions for furnishing, from New-England, 886 McConnaughty, James, petition of, to Congress, - 652
Mather, Eleazer, an examiner of Surgeons, Connec- Petition of, referred to Board of War, - - 1568

ticut - - - - - - - .. 455 McCoy, -'Eneas, appointment of Paymaster in Regi-
l\Iather, Joseph, payment'o) by Pennsylvania Council ment of, -

_
188

of Safety, - 186 McCoy, Ensign, dead, .. .. 529
Mathew, Captain Bennet, recommendation of, - - 1471 McCracken, Captain, of Colonel Van Schaick)s Con-
Mathew, Brigadier-General, (British,) at attack on tinental Regiment, .. 292,564

Fort Washington, - - 924 McCree. George, civilitj~s received by, from Captain
Mathewson, Colonel John, to ascertain whether George Tucker, - .. 940

Taylor will subscribe tbe test act, - 785 McCuHoch, Alexander, prisoner from Canada, pay-
On Committee on erecting batteries, - 1130 ment of expenses of, from Albany to Trenton, - 1593
And others, memorial from, referred to Marine Com- McDaniel, Colonel, stock removed to pasture of, _

345mittee.. - - - - .. - - 1620 McDaniell,Timothy,petitionofJfora commandin
Matlack, Timothy, member of Pennsylvania Council the American Navy, -

_
378

of Safety, - 183 McDermott, Terence, prisoner of war, permitted by
On Committee on conduct of Captain Hare, - - 185 Connecticut Council of Safety to return to New..
On Committee to examine salt works, - - 185 York on parole, _

1422'To write a circular letter, .. 187 Letter from, to George Wyllys, .. 1422
To provide a store for the Army clothing, - 188 Parole of, .. _

1422
On Committee on refusal of Continental currency, 188 Resolve respecting, .. 1422
On brass cannon Committee, - 191 Memorandum respecting, .. 1422
On Committee to wait on Assembly with a memo- McDermott, "'~illiam, new parole given by, _

273
rial, 197 McDonald, Captain Adam, forbidden to recruit in Vir-

MatthewfI, Captain Bennett, recommended to com- ginia and North-Carolina, 76, 78
l1)and one of the Maryland gondolas, 852,868, 1135 McDonald, Alexander) hostage, payment of allowance

Matthews, David, Mayor, escape of, to New-York,
- 1037 of, ..

_
1600

Mauhews, John, member of South-Carolina Assembly, 1 McDonald, Allen, Sen., letter from, to President of
On Committee on Privilelles and Elections, - 3 Congress,

_
811

On Committee to revise Militia law, 18 Payment of allowance of, _
1600

On Committee to revise the Constitution, 61 McDonald, Allen, Jun., hostage) paymentofaHowance
On Commiuee on President's Message, 66 of - .. 1600
On CommiUee to wait on the President, 61 McDo~ald, Archibald, hostage, payment of aIJowance
On Committee to wait on Legislative Council, 20, of, -

_
1600

25,31) 34 McDonald, John, sent prisoner to Exeter, New-Hamp-
On Committee to examine engrossed ordinances, . 61 shire, _

469
Maxwell, Captain, On a Court-Martial, 1084, 1097, 1421 McDonald, John, the miner, refuses to receive six
Maxwell, Colonel, field-officer of the day at Ticon- pounds for Donald Morrison,

-
_

237
deroga, - - 533 Contract of a CommiUee of New- Yark Convention

Regiment of, to, join Colonel 'Winds's Regiment, - 529 \vith, (note,) - .. 252
Battalion of, to join General St. Clair'jj Brigade, ~ 530 Letter from, to CommiUeeofNew-York ConventioD, 714
State of Regiment of.. - - 744 Measurement of work done by,

- ~ lOBO
Maxwell, Brigadier-General WiJliam, letter from, to Letter to, from Matthew Adgate,

-
_

1098
Generat Gates,

- 731 McDonald, Lewis, Chairman of Committee of Redford,
Letter to, from General Washington, - 1120, 1461 in Westchester County, -

_
263

General Washington will se.Dd,to command in New- McDonald, Patrick, disaffected, to be sent to Exeter, 471
Jersey, - -1153, 1313 McDonald, Rennel, hostage, payment of aHowance of, 1600

Letter from Captain of Regiment of, to General McDonnell, l\iarma Duke WiJliam, petition of, to Con-
Washington, - . 1316 tinental Congress, - _

1501j
Orders of General \Va:shington to, - 1337 l\IcDoug-all, Brigadier-General Alexander-
Arrival o~ at General Washington's Head-Quarters, 1419 Complaint of Marmaduke Forster to) (note) _

335Letter from, to General Washinglon, - - 1474 Sick soldiers of Brigade of,p€rmiHedto occupy the
Ma)', Thomas, Judge of Election, Cecil County) Mary- academy at FishldJl) _

361land, .. 173 Letter from, read in New- York Committee of Safety, 366
l\fa)'berry, Richard, on Committee in behalf of Militia Letter to, from New-York Committe-e of Saf-ety, _

368of CtJmberJand County, - - 402 President of a Court-Mllftial) 488,496,640
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McDoug.ll, Brig.dier"Gener.1 Alex.nde, Conlinued.
RetnrnofBrig.deof. - - - - 499,709,831
At a Council of War, - - 543
Letter from to 'Colonel De Witt,. .. -

.. 558
Return ofki'ned, missing, and taken of Brigade of, 727, 729
Late Colonel, ]ist of officers of Regiment of, who

served in Canada, - - 949
Letter to, from Co]onel Ritzema and others, - .. 952
Letter from, to New-York Committee of Safety, .. 1123
Letters from, to Gen-eral Heath, - - 11391 1260, 1315
Brigade of, annexed to Colonel Seargent's, - .. 1167
Pasffed to Ihe west side of Hud~on's River, .. 1191
At John Van Cortlandt's, near Morristown,.. - 1247
Letter to, from General Heath, .. 1278
Letters from, to General Washington, -1296,1364,1489
Letter to, from a number of persons at Morristown, 1297
Letter to, (rom General Washington, -1337,1461,1488
Late Co1onel,Return of Regiment of, ~ 1401

McDougall, Ranald Stephen, General McDougall re-
o quests the exchange of,. - -

~ 1365
Was mentioned amon[!" the first of the prisoners

demanded in exchange, - - - - ~ 1461
McFarlan, CaptainJ his sloop taken and retaken, - 800
McGaffin, LaughlinJ to be confined 1n jailJ - ~ 469
McGaw, Colonel, Colonel \Vayne wiH never submit to

be commanded by, - ~ 1031
McGee, James, appointed to purchase clothing for the

Army, - - - - - - . - 233
McGee, Michael~ tried and acquitted by a Court-Mar~

ti.l, - - 535
McGregorJ John, appointed First Lieutenant, Connec-

ticut} - 458
McGuinard, Daniel, disaffected, to be sent to Exeter, 471
McHenry, John, M.ryland, - 1148
McHugb, Mathew, warrant for commitment o~ - 1241
McIntosh, C.pt.in, (British,) killed, - - - 1057
McIntosh, ColonelJ Return of Regiment o~ - 499
McIntosh, Lachlan, member of South-Carolina Assem-

hly,
On Committee on Halt,
On Committee on petition of John Vauchier,
On Committee on President's Message,

McKean, Captain, recommended by Major Fonda, -
Certificate of delegates of Tryon County in favour

of, - - 906
Recommended by General Schuyler, - 1101

1\fcKean; Thomas, delegate in Congress from Dela;'
ware-

On Committee on resolutions of New-York Con-
vention re~pecting General Schuyler, - - 216

One of the signers of a letter to the Committee of
Chester County, Pennsylvania, - - 463

Blankets and-clothing sent to the care of, - 746
McKesson, John, one.of the Secretaries of the New*

YorkConvenlion, - .. 372
Letter to, from General George Clinton, - 487
Letter to, from Colonel Malcom, - - 522
Letter from} to the Committee at Albany, - 576
Letter to, from Ebenezer Hazard, - 700
Letter to, from Colonel HaYJ 896
Letter from, to General Heath, - 935
Letters to, from Isaac Nicoll, ~ 1191, 1262
Letter from, to New-York Committee of Arrange-

ment, - 1220
Letter to, from M.jor Moff.t, -1263, 1450

McKillip, Joseph, appointed Quartdmaster, Maryland, 117
McKindry, Willi.m, .ppointed Adjutaut of Colon€l

Wheelock's Regiment. - 530
McKinly, John, letter fromJ to Committee of Kent

County, Delaware, - - - - 1290
Speaker of the Council of Delaware, . 1596

lVlcKinster, Captain Jo-hn, of MassachlJsetts, recom-
mended to New-York Committee of Arrangement, 1321

McKinster} Lieutenant ThomasJ of Massachusetts,
recommended to New-York Committee of Ar.
rangement, - 1321

McKinzie, Surgeon SamuelJ payment to, for four
months' pay, ~

- 1601
McKissack, William, a}}pointed Captain, Pennsylvania, 188
McKnight, Dr. Charles, Jun., letter from, to Gen-eral

Heath, - - 752
Directed to repair to Fishkill, - 1066
Letter to}from Colone] Swartwout, ~ 1348

1\rIcKonkey, Captain, fist of delinquents in Company
of, not returned, - 1473

McKookey's Ferry, 1442, 1443, 1444
?fcLalte, news brought bYJ of the action at Trenton, 144]
McLal'Y, privateer, prize by, - .. 537

INDEX. 1'710
McLeanJ John, letter fromJ to HOfernonr Trumbull, - 1410

Recommended for Deputy CommissarYJ - 1470
McLean, Lieutenant, case of, referred to Committee

on Prisoners, - - 1573
McLean, Captain Murdock} commander of soldiers

on a British transport,
*

537
McLean, Neil, letter from, to Robert Mo.-risJ . 515
McLellanJ John, Maryland, - 1147
McLeod, Alexander, prisoner, letter from to Conti*

nental CongressJ ~ 1398
Letter from, read in Congress, ~ 1611

McLeod, Donald, prisonerJ letter from, to Continental
Congress, - 1398

Letter froID} Tead in CongressJ - 1611
McLeod, Kenneth, prisonerJ letter from, to Continen-

tal Congress, -
~ 1398

Letter from, read in Congress, ~ 1611
McLeod, Lieutenant Norman, British, wounded, - 1057
McLeod, William, prisoner, paymC1lt of his aUowance, 1567
McLeon, JohnJ examination of, - 823
McLewis, Captain Leech, to be searched", 439
McLure, JohnJ MarylandJ - 1147
McNatr, Andrew, payment to, - 1569
McNeal, Sergeant, witness on trial of Colonel Graham, 488
McNealJ William, complaint of, against John Cain for

refusing Continental money,
*

278
Memorial of, to New~York Committee of SafetYI

respecting salt, - - . 282
McNeil, Captain, frigate Boston, - 1335
McNeil, WilliamJ Ueutenant of privateer Rising States, 397
McNet, Andrew, payment to, for lo~ses on -Bunker.

Hill,
- 417

McPherson, Mr., South-Carolina Assembly, on Com-
mittee on petition, of John Vauchier,

On Committee to wait on Legislative CouncilJ
McQueen, Captain, memoer of South-Carolina As-

sembly, - 22
On Committee on Pre8idem's Message, - - 29

29 Ou Committee to wait on Legislative Council, 22, 46, 59
31 McR.y, Colonel, Virgini., - 1315
32 Mead, Amos, appointed an examiner of Surgeons,
54 Connecticut, - - ~ . - - ~ 455

814 Mead, Matthewj appointed Major} ConnecticutJ ~ 458
Mead, Sylvanus, appointed First Lieutenant, Connec-

ticut, - 458
Meade, Captain H., appointed tmperintendent for

repairing certain roads, _
315

Meade, Richard K., appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of
a Virginia BattalionJ - 695

Meade, Lieutenant William, - - 219
Meadows, Edward, commander of the Tartar man.of.

war, action by C. T. Wederstrandt against,
Measam, George, Commissary-General of ClothitJer,

clothing at Ticonderoga to be appraised an~d
delivered to, . . 878

Letter from} to General Gates} - 1237
Letter from, to New- York Committee of Safety, - 1238

Mease} James, directed to supply the German Battalion
with clothing, -

_
208

Letter fromJ to the President of Congress, - 1135
To have clothing made up immediately, 1330
Forty thousand dollars advanced to, 1577
To make purchases in Philadelphia for the Army, - 1583
To supply sick soldiers in the house of employment

each with one shirt, - 1592
To prepare clothing as fast as possible, - - 1595
To advance one month's pay to an Artillery Com-

p.ny, _
1596

Directed to receive certain goods from Mr. Levy,
- 1597

Letter fromJ read in Congress, - . .. - 1597
To settle with .nd p.y the Militia of the Maryl.nd

.Flying-Camp,- - - - - - 1597,1599
Fifty thous.nd dnll.rs .dv.nced. to, - -1600,1602
To return to Mr. Levy the goods he had from himJ 1601
To furnish Captain Henderson's Company with

blanketsandstockings,.. - - .. - 1602
Two hundred thousand dollars to be sent tOJ- * 1608

Mease & Caldwell} tin to be delivered to, - 192
Blankets and stockings to be collected and delivered

tn, -
_

199
Cannot supply clothing for the Northern Army, 492
Remarks of Colonel Wood respecting, - - 1358

Medal, for General Wa8hington, payment for, - 1593
Medem, Captain} Hessian, killed, -

_
1057

Medical CommitteeJ reported on Dr. Shippen's letter, 1591
To provide accommodations for the sick, . 1595 1599

l\Ied:jcaIDepartment of the Army, Committee to make'
particular inquiry into the abuses in, - 1583

32
42

98
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Medicines, order of Maryland Conveution for importae

I

Mercer, John, and others) petition of, to Massachu-
tion of,.. e

_
~

_
.

-
.. 116 setts General Court, - - - w - - 397

For Regiment of Colonel Swartwout,. .. .. 257 Mercer, Lieutenant, Third Virginia Regiment, Captain
Supply of, on the way for the Northern Army, - 625 to General's guard, - - .. - - .. 515

"Vant of, among (he Maryland troops, ~
-

. 837. Mercereau, Jm~ti.ce, intelligence communiea!ed by, - ~~8
Sufferings in Northern Army for want of,

_
- 1031

\

A very good rhend to the c~use, and II sensible man, 602
Application afColanel Swartwout fOf, - - ..1348 Merchant, Henry, on CommIttee of Rhode-Ishmd re-
Continental, to be removed from Philadelphia, .. 1605 speeting paper currency! - - - - - 865
Dr. Mackenzie aurhorized to purchase, - - 1618 Merchant vessels, Maryland, not to sail without license, 110

Meeds, Colonel, wishes to know whether to continue High wages on, - - 1118
a guard, -

_
550 Mercury, British frigate, in the expedition against

Meeksj Captain Edward, recommended for a Cap- Rhode-Island, - - 1176
taincy in the new Army, _ _

522 Meredith~ Samuel, appo-inted Colonel of a Virginia
Mellish, the most \'aluabJe ship taken by the American Battalion, - 695

arms,
_

659 Merediths, Captain Lucian, Mary]and, - 1307
Taken prize, - 668, ]282 Meriman, Thomas, deserter, - - 596
Lieutenant Brown appointed commander of, - 738 Merre, Jos.~ Commodore Hopkins desires him to be
Invoice of cargo of, - 800 sent on board the fleet, - . 1162
Unloaded, - - 1470, Merril, Capiain, Colonel Cogswell's Regiment, Return

Meloon, Sergeant J., appointed Ensign, .
_

876 of Company of, - 475
l\IelviJ, Captain Thomas, letter to, from Massachu- Merril, Malachy, letter to, from Massachusetts Board

setts Board otWar, - - - - - 1178, 1268 of War, - - 1222
Henry Newman has received assistance from, - 1355 Merriman, John, Judge of Eleelion, Baltimore-Town, 174

Melvill, Thomas, letter from, to Samuel PhilJip Savage, 1251 Merrit, Nathan, witness OIl trial ofCaJeb GreenJ - 1421
MemoriaJs,of- Merryman, JolIn, Jun., to superintend printing biBs of

Richard Pearis to South-Carolina Assembly, -
credit, . 1613

The Vestry of St. PhiJlips, CharJes~Town, to South- Merryman, Micajah, appointed First Major of l\iarj'-
Carolina Assembly, - 28 land Militia, . 123

Report on, - 34, 39 MersailJes, Nicholas, contractor for purchasing cattle, 572
Inhabitants of Charlestown, fOl establishment of l'IIetcalf, a Midshipman, . - 322

watch companies, .. 46 l\Ietcalf, Colonel, on Committee on Report of Com mis-
Andrew Bostwick to New-York Convention) - 267 sioners from Massachusetts to the Army, - - 713
Captain Stewart to the Congress of New- York,

_
336 Metcalf, Major, - 1146

Colonel Hathorn tQ New-York Convention, - 359, 1040 Mercalf, vVdliam, prisoner, attempt o~ to escape, ~ 274
Frederick Philips to New~York Comention, - 370, 864 Report on case of, - 323
Benjamin Stockbridge and others, refugees, Massa- Method,ists, preachers claim an exemption from mus-

chuseus,- . 391 termg, - 180
Messrs. Fanieul and others, report on, in Massachu- Meyniere, memorial of, to Continental Congress, - 1426

setts Assemhly, - 1045 Micmac Indians, Jist of, who were present in the ex~
Ralph Isaacs to Council of Connecticut, - 1113 pedition against Fort Cumberland, - - 1269
Committee of Sunbury, Nova.Scotia, to Massachu- Middlesex COUl;tiy,Massachu~eUs, resolve forailjourn-

setts Assembly, -
_

]268 iog the Superior Court for, - 418
Henry Van Schaack tt> Govern our Trumbull, - 13:54 Militia from, to the aid of Rhode-JsJand, ~ 1210
Danie] Tucker to General SchuJler, -1516 Middlesex County, New~Jersey, IVliJitiaof, ordered to
To Continental Congress, of- join General Washington,. - 869

Ebenezer Hazard, -
. 679 MiddJeton, Arthur, member of South-Carolina Assem-

Isaac Cox, . 747 bly,
Benjamin Eyre, - 748 Delegate in Congress, from SOllth.Carolina~ on
Major Lamh, . - 763 Committee on Clothing, - - 248
John Sergeant, ~ 868 On Committee on plan of an Artillery Yard, - - 1519
Thomas Dene~, - 869 On Committee on Cavalry, - - 1593
John Taylor Noble, of Bermuda, - 910 Middleton, Thomas, on Committee to waitoD Legisla-
Elisha Painter) - 1136 tive Council, South-Carolina,. - 17, 20, 59, 66
Lewis de LinkensdorW, - 1164 Middletown, Connecticut, GovernoLlr Franklin resi-
!\feyniere, - 1426 ding at, - . 1063
Lieutenant-Colonel AntiIJ, - 1507 Mifflin,Colonel,requested to assist in-mountin[J"uuns

To Maryland Com-ention, of- at Philadelphia, - . ~
- ~ ~

~ 187
Officers of Colonel Hall's Battalion, - 91 Mimin, Major, Deputyin the Quartermaster-General!s
Charles DashieJl, 92 Department, - - 1180
J ames Cunningham, 84 Mifflin,Brigadier-General Thomas, notice of an ad-
Captain William Stone, - - 101 dressof, ata town-meeting in PbiladeJphia,(note,) 199
Captain Abraham Boyd, - - 114 Letter from, to Captain Benjamin Ayres, - .. 207

(See Petitions.) Advance of six hundred pounds to, by New-York
Mendon, Jetter fromCommittee of, to Simeon Dwight, 737 Convention, -

_
218

Meng, Wolery, payment to, for scabbards, - 198,1569 Authorized to impress horses, wagon~, &.c'Jin New-
Menonist5J aJlowed to affirm, Maryland, - 146 York, - 264
l\lentges, Major, bearer ofa Jetter from Lord Stirling, Letter from,read in New~YorkCommitteeofS1fety! 265

to the- President of Congress, - - 789 To be informed of the behaviour ofPhiJip Dal]y, . 271
Mercer, Alexander, petItion from}referred to Board of 'ViII send PhiJip Dally to New-York Committee of

Treas"ry, - 1593 Safety, - 274Mercer, Archibald, petition of, for a commission for A Continental brig purchased by! . 357
the privateer General Mimin, ~ - 422 Letter from, to 'Villiam Duer, 486

Mercer, BrigadierMGen~ral Hugh, application to, for At a Council at'War, - - 543
guard for salt works, - 183 Leiters from, to General Washington, - 633,852, 1460

Letter from. to Dr. Shippen, - 509 Letter from, to President of Congress, - 634
Letter from, to board of War, 519,600 Board of \Var desire his presence immediately in
Proposes an attaek on SLaten~Jsland, - - 556 Philadelphia, - . - - - - - 670
General Greene to forni~h early information to, - 603 Directed by General )yashincrton to wait on Con-
Conference of, with Governour Living:iton,. . 617 grei58,

v _
821

\Vith General Greene at Fort Lee, - 629 Influence of, in Philadelphia, 852
Letter from, to Pr~sident of Congress, - 778,891 Citizens of Philadelphia addressed Ly, . _

890
Letter to, from Wdliam Grayson, - . 780 Presence of, may have a happy influence on the
Letter from, to Lord Stirling, - 891 Associators,- - - - ~ . _

919
Return of Brigade of, - .1035,1401 To take charge of the srores at Philadelphia! _

1138
Posted to guard the passage of the Delaware, - 1201 General Putnam has reconnoitred the ground round
Leiter to, from General \Vashington, - - 1217 Philadelphia in company with, - 1180
Must not be neg]ected in the promotions, - 1513, To meetwith Lancast~r Committee, 1272
Lettersfrom, read in Congressl - - 1566,1579) Letter to, from New-York ConventiOD, 1350
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Mifflin, Brigadier-Genf'.ral Thomas-Continued.
Returned from a successful excursion, - - 1439
Ordered to pass the Delaware, . 1447
Letter to, from Colonel Burd, 1448
HU(Fh Hu(,hes has not received an answer from, - 1476
Letter fro~, read in Congress, - - - .. ]567

IDesired to attend a Committee of Congress, - - 1581
Directed to stay in Philadelphia until required at

camp, _ ]582
To endeavour to rouse the Militia,

_

1603
Quartermaster-General, advance on account of, - 16]0

Mirrhill, Thomas, payment to, for loss on Bunkero
Hill

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
416

MiJeage,' a penny a mile allowed to discharged Militia
in lieuofrations. - .. - - - 1369,1609

Maryland troops going home su.ppJjed with, instead
of rations, _

1597
Miles, Justus, inimical, action of Connecticut Council

of Safety on case of, _
899

Miles, Colonel Samuel, medical attendance of a sick
soldier in the Battalion of, ~ 183

Officersin Battalion of, to hold themselveBin ft'adi-
n~s.sfor orders, . 199

Prisoner, letter from, to Samuel Wisterj - 619
Letter from, to General Washington, . 629
Letter from, sent by General Washington to Con~

Lc~;:rs~~, fr~m G~nerai Washingt~n, - : ~~~
Bearer ofa letter from General Washington to Pre-

sident of Congress, -
_

87]
Letter from, to William Wister, read in Congress,

_
1.1)64

Board of War to confer with, . 1594
l\{iligins, Captain, Return of Company o~ ~ 505
~lilitary Code, laws of the country not suspended or

superseded by, - - - - -
_

3415
Military, operations, measures for aiding, in the South, 51

System, of Virginia, commendation of; ~ 52
Subordinate to civil power in Maryland, - 145

Military Stores, Pennsylvania Committee to examine
state of, - - 187

To be removed from Philadelphia,
_

187
IMilitia not to bc relicd on, - - -296, 1242, 1465 IRetLirn of Colonel Cogswe,ll's Regiment o~

-
_

475
Guvernour Livingston has a poor opinion of,

_
618

Not willing to remain a day longer than engaged
for, -

_
639

Remarks by Genp-ral Lee on the wretched character
of the officers of, - 794

Rhode-[sland, efforts making to render it more useful, 865
Recommendedby'General Greene to be estahlished

upon the British plan, _
1072

Little dependence to be placed on, in times of real
dan"er -

_
1083

Gener:1 Greene's opinion that they canrlOt be de-
pended on,

- 1108
General Washington's opinion of the evil of de.

pendin~ on, _
1311

Gen~ral "Vashington should have power to compel
their turning out, . 1340

Of New-England, marching hundreds of miles in a
severe season, ~

_

1464
Resolution of Congress respecting paymenf of, . 1609
Resolution of Congress respecting accounts of, - 1609
Virginia, advance to, ~

_

1612
Virginia, resolution respecting pay of Pennsylvania

Militia extended to, - .. 1612Militb, Connecticut-
To be ca1!edout to reinforce the Army, _

452
Advance to,

_
452

Camp equipage provided for, _
453

Report respecting ~ick! .. 454
ResolLition for arming, -

_
456

Return of Twentieth Regiment of, - 475
Return of Colonel Storrs's Regiment of; - 621
Under General ,",Vooster, reflections of Jo.seph

TrumbLlll upon improper returns of, - ~ 1073
Ordered to New-London, - .1087, 1103
Ordered to Rhode-Island, - - - - 1142, 1192

,
To Rhode-Islandl directions respecting ammunition

andprovisionsfOl', - .. - . - . 1145I
Of New-Haven, to hold themseh"es in readiness, - 1207
Letter from General Washington to officer com-

manding, _
1403

Militia, Delaware-
Turning out with proper spirit, - 1245
Kent County, marching to jojn Generat Washing-

I

ton, 1290
Urged to march to PhiJadelphia, - 1603

INDEX. 1774

Militia, Maryland-
Fine of ThomaR Wilson, fi)f not enro11ing in,
Oilicers in reO'ular service to take rank and com-

mand of,
_ 1:1

93
Abraham Boyd authorized to raise a Company of, - 100
Bounty to, to encourage their immediate march, - 107
Times for exercise of, - - 1]4
Appointment of officers of Thirty. Fifth Battalion,

- 117
Petition of a majority of Captain Che~'s Company

aO'ainsttheirCaptain, - - - - ~ 118
Appointment of officers of Gunpowder Upper Bat-

talion, - 123
Necessity of a well regulated, - 145
Governour to have direction of, - . 169
Field-officers of, not eligible as Senator, Delegate,

or M~mber of the Council, - 171
Offic~rs o~ appointed by the Govern our 'and Coun-

cil,- - 171
Comnlis~ions not to have thOes€al of the State "an-

nexed, .
.

- 172
Frederick County, preparing to march to Phi]adel-

pbia,
- 1288

Of the upper part of the State, in motion, - 1368
Washington COLinty, disorder among commissions

in, -
_

1396
Letter from Colonel Murdock respecting, ~ 1457
Resolutions of Congress respecting, - 1597, 1598
Urged to march to Philadelphia,

- -
_ _

1602
Eiahteen thousand dollars advanced for use of, ~ 1608

Militia, Massachusetts_
Of Cumberland County, petition of a number o~ to

General Court, .-
_

402
In Berhhire County, resolve for suppl}"ing, with

arms and ammunition, - 412
Called for, by General Lee, - - 812
About Rhode~IslancJ, Captain Melvil appointed tem-

porary Commissary of, . 1178
To the aid of Rhode-Island,

- 1210
To march to Albany from Berkshire and Hampshire

Counties, _
1251

Six thousand, to be raised, - - 1274
At Bristol, Rhode-Island, discontent of, - 1367
Letter from General "Vashington to officer command-

ing, .. 1403
At Rhode-Island, are veryuneasy and will not tarry

much longer, .. - 1411
Militia, New-Hampshire-

Five hLindred, to be raised to reinforce the Conti-
nental Army, - - 1116

To be in readiness to march to the relief of Rhode~
Island, -

_
1163

One thousand, just come home from New-York, ~ 1454
Militia, New-Jersey-

Return of sick in,
- 463

General Washington urges that they be put on the
best footing possible,

_
557

Come in very slowly, .. 919,920
Of Morris and Sussex Counties, turn out slowly and

rcluctantly, _

1027
Behave scurvily, - _

1072
Remarks of Washington on,

_
1082

So few that no dependence can be placed on them, 1107
Langour among, -

_
1110

Letter of Gellf'!ral 1Villiamson respecting, ~ 1120
Of lower parts of, turning out with proper spirit, - 1245
Without leaders, and many of them dispirited, - 1365
Efforts of General Maxwell to rouse, . _

1474
Militia, New-York-

Com pany o~ d€tached from Dutchess County to the
Highlands, _

213
In Ulster County, commissions issued to, _

219
Of DLitchess and 1Vestchester Counties, to assist in

repairing post-roads, ~ 227
For the defence of the frolJtjers of UJster and Orange

Counties, New-York,
- - - - ~ 229

Of Ulster and Orange COLIn ties to be sent to Peeks-
kill, - - - - - -. - 237,239

Of Westchester County, New-York, no rehance can
be placed on, - _. 238

Committee empowered to call out, . _

260
Of Ulster C01::lOty,to be in readiness to march at a

moment's warning, -
_

260
Of Albany, ordered to Fort Edward, 266
Emplo)'ed against the disaffected, _

292
Four hundred, ordered from Fort Edward to Tryon

County, - - - - - - - _
293

One hundred, ordered out to buiJd barracks at Fish-
kill, _

302

91
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Militia, New-York-Continued. MiI1er, Mr., memher "New-York Convention, Suffolk
Prob.ble [h.t all will speedily be called forth into County, - - 272

actual service, - - 321 On Committee on the accounts of the Committee
Detachment of Alban.YJhunting Tories, - - 330,337 of Arrangement, - 310
Of Orange and Ufflter Counties to be called out, 362,363 On Committee on petition of Alexand-er Stewart, - 322
Nine hundred, in the fieJd, - - 363 On Committee on memorial of Golonel Hathorne, 359
Of Orange and Ulster Counties to cooperate with Miller, Sebastian, payment to, for hire ofa wagon, - 1563

Generals Lee and Gates, - 365,368 Miller, William, a Commissioner for removing records, 247
DfOrange and Ulster Counties not to march farther Letter from, read in NewRYork Committee of Safety, 342

south than Haverstraw, nor west than Ringwood, 369 Appointed a Commissioner for disposing of certain
Commanded by Colonel Hay, refuse to do duty, . 523 stock, - 347
Mamaroneck abandoned by, with precipitation, - 576 Letter from, to New-York Convention, . - 898
Albany County, Anthony Van Bergen Colollel of, 784 Deputy Chairman of Westche~ter County Com-
Dutchess County, Return of Colonel Humphrey's, 823 mittee, - - 1380
Colonels answerable forreturn of arms furnished to, 899 Millikin, Jonathan, on Committee in behalf of Militia
Orange and Ulster Counties, to be ready to march ofCumberJand County, Massachusetts, - 402

at a moment's notice, - 1060 Millikin, Lemuel, on Comm~ttee in behalf of Mi]itia
Ulster and Orange Counties, proceedinO's of Com. of Cumberland County, - - 402

miUee to call out,
_ _ _ .0 _

. 1126 Millin, Lieutenant-Colonel J-ames, Ma5sachl1setts, ap-
To be ;eserved for the security of the Highlands, pointed Lieutenant-Colonel in the new arrange~

instead ofma"rching- into New~Jersey, . 1171 ment, R 713, 1084
Resolutions of Convention respecting-, - . 1348 Mills, impressment of, authorized by General\\"-ash-
Under General George Clinton, rnuBtde5ertor starve, 1378 ington,. . 1315
Of Queen and Suffolk Counties, reviewed by Gov. Mills, Amasa, appointed Captain, Connecticut, ~ 458

ernour Tryon, .
_

1404 Mills, Captain, witness on tria! of Lieutenant Adams, 700
Whole safety of [he State will in a few days be left. to, 1408 Member of a Court-Martial, 1346, 1432, 1515

"Militia, Pennsylva-nia- Mills, Isaac, & Co., cannOn delivere"d to, by Connec-
Arms for Colonel Crawford's Batta-lion of, . 183 tieut, . 511
Circu]ar letter to be wriuen to, - 187 Mills, Jedediah, member of New-York Convention,
First Battalion, Philadelphia, arms, &c., delivered to, 189 Westchester County, - 238
Second Battalion, Philadelphia, arms delivered to, - 190 Member of New-York CommiUee of Safety, 4 - 250
Of Bedford Cou.ntYIcalled out for protection of the Mills, Lieuten"ant, on command with the carpenters

frontiers, - . 197 in the Jerseys, . - 505
Requested by Congress to march into New-Jersey, MiJls,Peter, appointedFirst Lieutenant, Connecticut, 458

(note,) . _
199 Mills, Zedekiah, account of lead and ball oelivered to, 213

Of Philadelphia, arms to be delivered to, - 200 MiJis & Hicks, late printers in Boston, office opened
Payment for arms delivered to, ~ 202 in New-York,- - 750
]\i{oneydistributed among needy familiesof, ~ . 202' Miner, Nathanie1, Commissaryfor the troops at Sto-
March of, to Philadelphia urged, .

_
673 nington, one hundred pounds paid to, - 1221

General Washington suggests that application be Ministerial Troops, authentick account of hostilitje5
made for,

_
821 committed by, to be colJectcd, . - 757

Of Philadelphia, to be reviewed, -
_

852 Ministers of the GospBl, Commiuee recommend that
Of four Counties, to be called out for six weeks; - 853 they be. not entitled to a seat in the Assembly of
Turn out with great spirit, -

_ 1071 South-Carolina, - . - . - - 65
Havenot appeared,exceptfrom the oity,

_
1107 The above recommendation- negati\'ed by the As-

Of Philadelphia. turn out in a spirited manner, - 1186 sembly,-
Too many remain in a state of supineness and infa~ Not entitled to a seat in the General Assembly or

tuation, .
_

1199 Council of Maryland, - 170
Reinforcements of, moving, . _

1214 Taxes for support of, in Massachusetts, - 386
Of Lancaster, York, and Cumberland, are turning Minhew, James, seaman, found on a privateerr -

_
491

out with becoming spirif, - . .. . . 1229 Minute-men, in Virgi[}ia, commendation of, 52
Of Ea!'!ternpart!'!of, turning out with proper spirit,

_
1245 Six Battalions of, recommended in South-Carolina, 80

Those who refuse to join the Army, to be disarmed,1255 Minutes of Congr-ess,payment for printing, _
1594

Of Bucks County, oruers of General Washington to Missionary,to Indians at Stockbridge, John Sergeant, 868
Colonels of, . 1295 To Indians, report in Congress on letter col'icern.

Come in ,ery fast,
_

1310 jog, (note,)
- 1583

Do not gille as much assistance aa they are able, . 1339 To Indians, payment to, - 1604
Northampton COlIDly, circular of General Washing. Mi~si~sippi River, John Noble Taylor has purchased

ton to the Colonels of, - - - . - 1363 . a location contiguous to, - - 910
Victory at Trenton will give a new stimulus to,

_
1440 Resolution. of Congresl:! respecting navigation of, - 1618

Daily coming in, 4
_

1471 Mitchel, John, payments to, by PennsyJvania Council
Militia, South.Carolina- of Safety, 181, 198

Law, revision of, recommended to Assembly, 5 Mitchel, Captain John, at a Court-Martial, - 1069
Law, Committee to revise, - 34 Mitchell, Colonel Jonathan, letter from, to Massachu-
Necessity of a well regulated, 52 setts Assembly, - 1133
BiB for better regulation of, reported, - 57 Mitchel1,Joshua, authorized to clear out vesse]s, - 135
Commissionsto officersof, granted by the late Gov- Judge of Election, ""-orcesterCounty, Maryland, - 174

ernoursl to he renewed, . 82 Mitchell, Josiah, delegate in Maryland Convention,
_

100
Thomas Farr, Paymaster of, - 29,82 Mitche]l, Uriah, post rider, ad~'ance to, on account of

Mill, Captain Benjamin, Co]onel Bradley's Regiment, 861 wages, - 279, 522
l\lilJer,Dr. Beniamin, payment of an account of, - 372 Mittens, Committee to purchase, in New-York) for the
Miller, Captain, intelligence brou~ht by, from enemy, 1183 troops,. - 233
Miller, Captain, Colonel Hand's Regiment, - - 823 Taken in a prize ship, -

_
800

Miller, Captain, (Pennsylvania,) killed at Fort "\Vash- MO:lle, John, member of Baltimore Committee, . 1033
ingtooJ - - 788 Moffatt, Thomas, commissioned M:ljor of Colonel

Miller, Colonel, "Finh Pennsylvania Battaljon, killed Nicoll's Regiment, -
_

271
at Fort 'Vashington, . 729 Sick, . 504

l\fiJIer, Jacob, payment to, for arms, - 184 Letter from, to John McKesson, . -1263,1450
Mille~, Jeremiab C., recommended to New-York Mohawk Chief, intercepted leuer of, - - - 770

Committee of Arrangement, for an Ensigncy, - 1421

I

Mohawk Ri~"er,Sir John Johnson said to ha\'e marched
MilJer, John, New-York, - .

- ~ _
315 to attack the inhabitants on, - - ~ - 287

Miller, John, member of Lancaster Committee, 854, 869, 918 Imasion of Indians thre<ltened on, ~
-

_
291

Miller, John, permitted by Connecticut Council of An attempt of the enemy expected on, - 489
Safety to return home on parole, . 1321 General Schuyler thinks troops should be immedi.

Parole of, - - 1391 ately sent to, . - 577
Miller, Joshua, to arrest WiJIiam Murray and Corne- General Schuyler thinks the enemy intJmd to pene~

Iius Thorp,
. _

524 trate by way of, . - - .
_ _

582
Miller, Mary, payment to, for seven dinners, .. 190 Colonel Elmore occupies the posts on, 1301

72
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Mohekunnuk tribe of Indians, memorial to Congress Moore,John, member of New-York Convention, Tryon
of missionary to, - 868 County, - - 201

Mohicans, meeting of, at Fort Pitt, - - 690 On Committee for fixing the price of spears, - - 213
Moland, Ensign Joseph, advertisement for apprehen- l\Jember of New-York Committee of Safety, - - 230

sian ot; - - 1452 To report on the state of certain arms, - - 242
Molineux, Wj1Jjam, and others, petition of, to Massa- On Committee to consult with Mr. Graham,

- - 250
chusetts Genera! Court, - - 377 Certificate of powder manufactured referred to, - 254

1\101Joy, Captain, (British,) at attack on Fort Wash- On Committee on account of Jacarniah Allen, - 255
ington, - - 8[7 Pay of Tryon County Rangers advanced to, - - 263

]\iolIy, sloop, memorial of owners of, to Congress, - 747 On Committee to devise ordinance for securing tbe
Molly, vessel, Captain Conway, arrival of, at Martinico, 903 estates of refugees, - - 347
Monckton, Lieutenant-Colonel] in a fair way of re- On Committee to prepare drafts ofletters to General

co\'ery, - - 537 Washington and General Heath, - 351
.MoneyBil!s,in Maryland, mustoriginate in the House On Committeeon pay of delegates in Convention, _

371
of Delegates, - . - 166 Added to the Committee for taking care of the poor, 372

l\fonmouth County, New-Jersey, danger of an insur- Motion of, in New-York Convention,
- - 259

rection of the Tories in, - - 830 Moore, John, up from New-York with a flag, - 368, 1153
Many loyal inhabitants ill, - - 1317 Letter from, to Pierre Van Cortlandt, - - 1155

Monopolies, declared to be odious, Maryland, - - 147 General Heath wi1l not permit him to go to Fishkill, 1169
Just objects of reprehension, - 256 Report of a Committee all application o~ - 1204
Act of Connecticut for prevention of, - - 450 General Washington perceives no politica.l objection

-Address to the publick on, - - 1176 to the t:1mily of, g~ing to New-York,. ~ 1243
Of shoes and stockings ill Philadelphia, resolution Highly pleased with the favour granted him by the

ofCongres8 respecting, - - 1582 Conventioll,
_

1263
l\Iontague, A.dmira],return of, from Banks of New- ShJop 10adingwith goods of, taken into custody, _

1280
found laud, - 867 Family of, permitted to go to New-York,

- 1351
IVlontanye, Benjamin, - 1407 Moore, Mrs., on flag of truce, oath administered, - 1380
Montgomery, Colouel, Return of Regiment of, - 663, J.\.foore, Major, field-officer of the day for Moullt Tnde.

1035,1401 pendence, - - - - - - - 876
Montgomery, Genera], petition of a soldier who served l\foore, Nicholas, petition of, to l\faryland Convention

under, . 375 for reprieve, - 117
Montgomery, Captain Hugh, payment to, for recruit. Moore, Philip, petition of, to Massachusetts General

ing expellses, ~ . 183 Court,
- 397

Montgomery, James, commander of privateer Mont- Petition of, for commission for privateer General
gomery, a Guinea ship taken by, - 821 Mifflin, -

_
422

To serve with his crew as an ArtiJIery Company, - 1596 Moor, Reuben, payment to, for services at Lexington, 436
Montgomery, John, a Commissioner for Indian Affairs Moore, Lieutenant Samuel, appointed Captain, . 876

in the Middle Department, . 1598 Moore, Thomas, Boatswain of ship Clarendon, an ex~
Payment of account of,

- 1604 change of, to be proposed, - 1208
Montgomery,Contineutalship-seeNavy, Cantinenial. Moore, Captain Thomas, to appraise cIolhing at Ticon-
Montgomery County, Maryland, erection of, out of derog-a,

- ~ 878
Frederick County, - - 103 Moore, William, member of South-Carolina Assemb]y, 18

Commissioners for,.
- 104 On Committee to arrange elections, 21

Line between, and Frederick County to be laid off, 119 On Committee t.o revise list of Magistrates, - 26
Qualification of voters for fixing a place for Court- On Committee on salt, 31

House and prison in, ~ 120 LeaveofabsencefromAssembly,. - . - 39
Petition for part of Prince George's County to be Morehouse; Ezra, gone to join the Ministerial Army,

annexed to, _
122 account of the effects left by, -

_
1100

When court to be first held in, - 162 Morehouse, George, Quartermaster, recommendation
When election to be held for fixing a place for build. of,

- 219t 768ing Court-House and prison in,
- 162 I Morgan, Benjamin, Tory, talien prisoner, - . . 1475

Judges of Election forr to introduce the new Gov-

I
. Morgan, Captain, ofa Bermuda sloop, taken prisoner

ernment, - 173 near Cape May, - - - - -
_

1332
Expresses sent to Committee of, - - 1289 Morgan, Daniel, petition of, -

_
419

Montgomery, Maryland privateer, Captain Polk, - 459 l\forgan, Captain Daniel, recommended Ly General
Montgomery, New-York s]oop of war, examination of Arnold to be exchanged,

-
_

5.50Captain Rogers as to condition of, . - 203 Appointed Colonel of a Virginia Battalioll, - 695, 1026
To be continued in service, - - 203 Morgan, Captain Francis, South-Carolina, a piJot-boat
Advance for expenses of, ~ 253 to be purchased from, ~ 1540

Montgomery, Pennsylvania ship, wood delivered to,. 184 Morgan, General, letter from, to President of Congress, 599
Payment for two cords of wood for, - 187 Morgan, George, at Pittsburgh, letter [rom, read in Con~
Sail cloth delivered to, - 190 gress,

_

1582Montgomery, Pennsylvania privateer~ arrivltl of a prize Indian agent,
~ 1598, 1601

of, at PhiladeJphia, - . - - -
_

821 :Morgan, Dr. John, his understanding of a resoJve of
Monthieu, John Joseph de, agreement o~ with Silas Congress,

~ 463
Deane, - - 1091 To establish hospital on either side of the river, 493

Montreal, general hospital of the Royal Artillery at, -
]

029 Difference of opinion between Dr. Shippen and,
_

618l\Tontressor'sIsland, list of men taken at! - - 717 List of sick reported by, _
635Montresure, Captain, British, - . 1229, 1230 Letter to, from General Heath, 769Moody, Lieutenant, First Virginia Regiment1 sick, - 516 Letter from, to General Heath,

_

781Mooney, Colonel,.New-Hampshire,
- - 1455 Letter to, from President of Congress,

-
_

1026Moore, Brigadier-General, North-Carolina,
- 1573 Remarks of Dr. Shippen respecting, ~

-
.. 1119

1\100r, Captain, member of a Court-Martial,
- 700 Dr. Shippen authorized to open the .stores of, 1]86

Moore, Colonel, Return of Regiment of, - 663, 1035, 1401 Resolution of Congress respecting duties of, _ _
1591Moore, George, member of Lancaster County Corn- Morgan, Lewis, petition of, - - -

_ .. 419
mittee, - 810, 854, 918, 1257 MOl'gain, Captain, Connecticut Militia, Return of the

.Moore, Ignatiusl petition o~ to Maryland Convention Company o~
-

_
621for reprie\'e, . 117 Morrell, Amos, appointed Captain, New-Hampshire, 646

1\loore, Colonel James, on Committee for relief of Morris, Dr., recommended by General Howe for in~
families of Associators, - 778 spector of hospitals, -

_
927IUoare, Captain Da\'id,. recommended for First l\fajor, 1307 Morris, General, member of New~York Convention,

Recommended for Lieutenant-Colonel,
- -

~ 1307 lVestchester County, - - . -
_

3641\-1oore,John, certificate of, in favour of Captain Me.- Committee to prepare answer to letter of, _
231Kean and Lieutenant French, - - - - 906 Letter to, from New-York Convention,- ~232Certificate of, read in New- Yark Committee of Ar~ Directed to take his seat in Congress, - 370, 1350, 1495rangement, _

957 On Committee on retition of Westchester County, 371
Moore,John,Berrnuda,certificate to memoria]of John Bearer ofa letter from General Greene, _ _

556Noble Taylor, -
_

910 At a ConncilofWar, - 664,751
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Morris) Gouverneur, leUer from, read in New-York
Committee of Safety, . 259

Extract of a lelter from, to his mother, . . 1301
Letter to, from Alexander Wal!ace, . 1464

'Morris, Jacob, Aid-de.Camp to General Lee, -
. 1562

Morris, Lewis, delegate in Congress from New-York, 208
Letter from, to New-York Convention,. - 211

Morris, Mr" to wait on Congress with a resolve of
PennsyJvania Council of Safety, 191, 194

1\Iorris, Mr., member of New-York Convention, West-
chester County, - 364

On Committee on letter from Albany Committee,,, 364
On Committee on request of Mrs. Ingli~1 . 36':;

I

On Committee on petjtion of Westchester County, 371
On Committee for a secret expedition," 1301

'Morris, Purser, very iU, - - 775
Morris, Riehard, exempted from military' duty, -

a 211
Morris, Robert, delegate in Congress from P~nnsylvanjll-

Proposed instructions to, as member of Pennsylva~
nia Assembly, ~ - 598

Member or Marine Committee, - 1148
On Commiuee to transact Continental business at

Philadelphia, - - 1369, 1608
Empowered to borrow ten thousand dollars for the

Marine Committee, M - 1606
Letters from, read in Congress, 1607, 1610, 1612, 1616
Requested by Congress to send money toGeneral Lee, 1607
Congress higbly approve his plan of fitting the Con-

tinental frigates for sea, - - 1608
On Committee to prepare plan for better conducting

Executive business, - - . ~ - - 1611
Letters from, to-

President of Congress, - 1198, 1213,
1239, 1254, 1331, 1370, 1427, 1439

Committee of Secret Correspondence, - 1241
General Heath, - 1254
General Wa!!ihington, 1330, 1373, 1428, 1485
Commissionersin France, ~ 1332
J ames Searle, -

~ 1373

Daniel of St. Thomas-Jenifer, a a 1398
Benjt1miu Hogeland, . 1439
Colonel Fleming, . 1439
Benjamin Harrison, . - 1471
Cou1inental Agents, -1485

Lett'Crs to, from-
NeilMcLean,- -

5]5
Colonel Cadwalader, - 1230
President of Congress, -1369,1437
General Washington, 1419, 1443, 1473, 1488, 1514
Colonel Moylan, - 1446
James Wilson, . 1457
Pennsylvania Councilor Safety, . 1460
Captain Hammond, E]]glish Navy, - - 1483

Morris, Samuel, J UIJ., payment to, by Pennsylvania
Councilor Safely, - 196

Member of Pennsylvania Assembly, propof'ed in-
!oitructions to, ~ - 598

Morris, Samnel, Senior, member of Pennsylvania
Council of 8afely, - - 182

Morris, SamtJel C., member of Pennsylvania Councilor
Safely, - 181

To direct tbe removal of publick papers, - 187
On Commiuee to fit out armed-boat Convention, - 188
To have care of prisoners of war, -

a 190
On Committee to wait on Assembly witb a memorial, 197

Morris, Samue] S"
on Committee to settle lock-factory

account.- - 186
Morris, Tho~<ls, agent in France of Secret Commiuee, 1328
l\10rris, William, payment to, for rirling express, 192, 193
Morris County, New-Jersey, Mi]itia of, ordered to join

General Washington, - 869

Militia of, turn out slowly and reluctantly, - 1027
j\'1orrisoIl, Donald, ~ix pounds paid to, by New-York

Committee of Safety, ~ 237
Morrison, Lieutenantl

¥
- 144ft

Morristown, New-Jersey, letter from General William~
son at, . 1120

Letters from General Lee at, a 1121, 1122
Letters from General McDougall at, 1260, 13tH, 1489
Lett~r from a number of persoJJs at, to General

McDougall, - - - - . - - 1297
The three Regiments fromTiconderoga to haJt at, - 1313
Colonel Vase ordered to halt at, ~ - 1337
Letter from Colonel De Hart at, - - 1449
General McDoucralJ and General1\1axweIl at, - 1462
Letter of General Maxwell froID, -

~ 1474
Letter from Genera] Wasbington to- commanding

officer of, . 1488

INDEX. 1780

Morse, Moses, petition of, oW 444
Mortars, arrival at camp of two very ]arge, from Boston, 213
Morton, Captain, of the schooner Ellen, a - 1252
Morton, Josiah, keeper of Plymouth jail, petition or,

to MassachlJ~etts General Court, . 390
Mosely, Captain Eb€nezer, notified to meet in Con-

necticut Assembly, - - 666
Mosely, Colonel, Return of Regiment of, - - 499
Moss, Captain, member ofa COLJrt.Martial, -.934,

1084, 1097, 1421
Mott, Oolooellfield"officerfor tbe day at M01JntInde-

pendence, 528, ,1;34
State of Regiment of, - - 744
Route or march of Regiment of, home, - - 874
Regiment of, to embark at Lake George as soon as

boats can be provided, - 878
Mott, Lieutenant Ebenezer, - - 219

Recommended for Second Lieutenant, - - 768
Declines ~erving, ~ 873

Molt, Captain Gershom, recommended by Oolonel
Weisenfel" - - - - - - 1041

Motte, Colonel, South.Oarolina Assembly, on Com.
mittee on President's Message,-

On Committee on Courts-Martial,
Moulder, William, on Committee for the purchase and

distribution of salt, - - - - - - 186
On Salt Uommittee, Pennsylvania} - 198

Moultotl, Lieut. Col., member of a Court-Martial, 700, 769
Moultrie, Alexander, member of South-CaroJina As-

sembly. - -
1, 54

Moultrie, Fort, General Howe recommends additional
works at,

Regulations for vessels passing, -
Moultrie, Colonel, returned to Charlestown from

Georgia, - - 596
Moultrie, John, Lieutenanl-Governour of East-Florid a,

acti\'e ag-aillst the United States,
Moultrie, William, member of South-Carolina Assem-

bly,
Member of Legislative Council, a

Mount Clare, letter or Charles Carroll froID,
Mount Holly, skirmil3h at, - - -Support should be sent to the Jersey Militia about,
Mount Independence, communication between Otter

Creek and, not Jet interrupted, - - - 291
Colonel Palli:;ierto have charge of the works at, - 529
Orders for Brigades at, in case of a general alarm, M 532
Bridge at, broken, . - - - . - 1238
Retur~ of the garrison at, forwarded to Congress, - 1352
Hospital to be erected on, - - . - 1478,1592
Return of the garrison at, (note,) ~ a - 1589

Mount Washington-see Fort Wa.shington.
~loylan, Oolonel Stephen, -resigned aij Quartermas-

ter-General, M 207
Letter to, from William Bartlett, - - 1088
Letter from, to Geueral Heath, - 1233
Met with General McDoogall, . 1260
Letter from, to Robert Morris, - 1446

Moyland, Ensign Joseph, British) escape of, from
Hartford jail, - - - - - - 731

.Muhlhnusen, Lieutemmt, Hessian, wound~d, - a 1056
Muir, James, Judge of Elcction, Dorchester County,

Maryland, - 174
Muir, John, appointed Clerk to Board of Accounts,

Maryland, - 93
l\1ulgrave, Lord, speech of, in House of Commons, on

the Navy estimates, -
a 1018

Muller, Jeremiah C., recommended for an Ensjgncy in
the new arrangement, - . - - - 1300

Mumford, David, to assist ill removjnu stores from
New-London,

_
a

_ _ 1::>._ _
. 1103

Mumforu, Thomas, account presented to Connecticut
Committee of Safety by, - - - - M666

Muned, Captain Peter, refuses to hold a commission
in Colonel Beatty's Battalion, - - 1457

1\ilunn, Joel, paymeu,t to, for losses on Bunker-Hjll, - 4]7
Munro, John, permitted b,y Connecticut Council of

Safety to return home on paro]e, - - . 1321
Parole of, - - 1391

Munro, Marrer, payment to, for losses at Lexincrton or
Bunker-Hill,

_ _ _ _ _ o. _
408

Munroe, :ert sick on board the cartel, ~ 507
l\Iullsies, Indians, meeting of, at Fort Pitt, 600
Munson, Doctor ..Eneas, reinspector of saltpelre at

the powder mills in Connecticut, - - - 450
An examiner of Surgeons, - a 455

.l\lurder, Thomas Scott under sentence ofdealh for - 117
Two slaves con\'icted of, ~ ~

_ -)
117

5
17

49
78

26

1
28

- 1329
1360
1420



1781

Murdock, Colonel John, Commissioner for Montgom~
ery County, Marylanu, ~ 104

Judge of Election, Montgomery County, - 173
Has orders to call a meeting of Twenty.Ninth Bat-

talion, - 1272
Letter from, to CouociiofSafety, - . 1457

Murray, Alexander, applic.ation of, for command of a
M:uyland schooner, -

_
660

Murray, Captain, prisoner; exchanged, - 1229,1230
Murray, James, member of Maryland Convention, 84
Murray, James, Jetter from, to :Maryland Council of

Safety, 696, S68
Murray, Captain James, - - 1449
Murray, John, letter from, to Samuel A. Otis,

- - 1210
Murray, Captain John, -

_
1449

Murray, Lieutenant-Colonel) taken prisoner at Fort
WashillO'ton- - - - - - - 1448

Murray, Sirnpson' &. Co., Philadelphia, lettcr from, - 1157
Murray, William, warrant for arrest of, ~ 524
Murray, \Villiam, elected Captain of Virginia Artillery, 1594
Murrice, arrested for passing J:'1lsemoney, ~ 752
l\Iurro, J aho, ma:riner, - 422
l\fllrry, John, prisoner, -

_
273

M use, Major Thomas, a gentleman of fortune, - . 696
De.d,

" "

888
Musgrave, Lieutenant-Colonel, British, wounded, 922, 1055
Music, John Hancock has heard notbinO" of his baud

01;
"

0" 1478
Musket Cartridges, delivered to Captain William

Brown,
" "

190
Muskets, manufacture of, in Maryland, 88, 101

Robert Read proposes to contract for manufactur-
ing,

- 1025
Arrival of nine hundred <lnll nineteen, at Philadel-

phia, _
1330

011 <\ prize taken by the Andrew Doria, - 1371
Musquito, brig-see ./'vavy, Continental.
Mu.";ser, Michael, ITt€mberof Lancaster (Pennsylvania)

Commiuee, 854,918
Mustermaster, none in the Northern Army, - 1560
Muster Rolb1 New-York, form of attesting, . 308

Of Captain Benjamin Wait's Company of Rangers, 947
.Mutiny, John Brown found guilty of: - 534
Mllxet, Captain, an Indian, ~ 443
l\luzzay, John, pa.yment to, for losses at Lexington or

Bunker's Hill, - - 408
Myers, Jacob, encouraged in the manufacture of wire, 116
Myers, 10hn I., recommended for an appointment in

the new arrangement, - 1220

N.
Naef, Daniel, pa}'mentto, for ferriage,

- 1569
Nagle, George, Lieutenant-Co]onel of Ninth Pennsyl-

vania Regiment, 190,200
Naick, New-York, wood to be furnished at, for the

Army,
"

208
Naif, Thomas de, appointed a Lieutenant of Artillery, 1602
Nails, payment for, by Pennsylvania, 183, 188

Six-penny, none to be purchased in the State of
. N~w-York, ~ 270

Resolve of Massachusetts for supplying General
Schuyler with, - 411

Ordered by Connecticut, for General Gates, - - 453
.l\ccount of, supplied by the Continent for the iSeve~

ral forts near Boston,
Work standing still for want of, -Exceedingly wanted at Ticonderoga, ~

Taken on 'a prize,
Sent to Maryland Council of Safety by Jesse Hol-

lingswolth, _
1164

Names, of persons and vessels not indexed_
Sundry Tories in New~York, . _

293
Several, in the Treasurer's account, _

306
Officers in four New.York BaHaJions,

- ~ 314
Tories sellt to Exeter, -

_
468

Prisoners sent from Albany, -
_

470
Prisoners taken under Major Rodgers, ~

_
470

French gentlemen arriverl at Baltimore, _
540

Oilicers ill General Greene's BrigaJe appointed upon
the new establishment, - ~

-
_

. 541
Officersof two Connecticut Battalions ~

_

553
Disaffected persons taken by Major Ford, _

563
A number of Tories in Albany County, _ _

573
Persons taken by ~rd~r of the Commiltee of Albany, 579
A number of Tones 111New-York State,

-
_

580
Field-officers of twelve Pennsylvania Regiments,

_
616

Company officers of Eleventh and Twelfth Penn.
syl~aniaRegiments,- . 617

- 476

1

'490
575
899

INDEX. 1782

Names, of persons and vessels not indexed-Continued.
Sick officers and soldiers at Stamford,. -

~ 635
Several, in Colonel Graham's Return,-

- 683
Colonels in the Northern Army, - - . ~ 701
Killed, wounded, and missing, in several actions, 715-730
Pennsylvania officers upon York~Island when the

engagement began near Mount Washington, ~ 729
Sundry solJiers tried by Court- Martial, - 769
Fifteen deserters, Commodore Hopkins's letter, . 8~O
Officers, New-York Committee of Arrangement, 948-962
Sick recommended for discharge,. . - - 939
Officers in General Sullivan's Brigade, . . 1035
Colonel Dubois's recommendation of officers, ~ 1173
Delinquent Associators, Pennsylvania, - . 1472
The meu that were again!:;tcoming away from Onion

River in the time of the retreat, - 1517
Signers of a petit.ion, Boston, - 1519
Prizes taken by the British, - - 1523
VeElseIstaken by American privateers, . . 1527
Sundry, in proceedings of South-Carolina Navy-

Board,
"

1529-1540
Many, in the proceedings of the New-York Con-

spiracyCommittee,- - - 1539-1558
Nancy, sloop, resolve respecting, _

385
Nantes, arrival of woo]ens, &c., from, at Providence, - 82.1

Arri,,1 of Dr. Franklin at," 1117,1179,1196,1197
Nanticoke Indians, letter from Board of War to Mar}'-

land Council of Safet.y re~pecting, ~ 598
Application of Congress to Maryland on s~ject of, 614
LettAr from Maryland Council of Safety to Board of

War respecting,
_

695
Said to be in Maryland, application for, ~ 916
Congress have received no answer to their applica-

tion respecting,
_

1563
General Schuyler mentions to Congress the neces~

sity of attending to the request of the Six Nations
respecting, (note,) - - 1586

Nassau Island, Committee to give instructions re-
specting prizes on,

-
_

203
Naval Armament of Pennsylvania, to be reviewed, - 187
Naval Officers, Maryland, appointed by the Governour

and Council, . - 171
Oath of,

_
171

Punishment of, in case of vio]ation of oath, - .. 172
Navy, British-

Ships 01; lying off Tarry.Town, - 243
Authentick account of hostilities committed by) to

be collected, _
757

On Lake Champlaiu, account of, - - 788
Press for manning, allusions to, in debates in the

Hon,e of Lords,
"

965, 969, 973, 976, 979
Allusion in House of Commons to press for, - 986
Debate in the House of Commons on estimates for, 1018
Bount}" for recruits for, 1306
Report that a tutal stop is to be put to American

trade by, _

1329
A ve:3sel of, taken by the Andrew DoriaJ ..1371, 1427
List of prizes taken by, ~ 1523-1527
Bounty offered by Congress for capture of vessels of, 1571
Active, sailed for Great Britain, - 751
Blonde, to cruise on the Hanks of Newfoundland, _

1134
Bristol, convoy of transports from N ew- York to Ire-

land,
"

820
Brune, at New-York,- 817,818In the expedition against Rhode-Island, - 1176
Carrysfort, covered the landing at Frog's Neck, 922
Diamond, arrived at New-York, - 817Experiment, in the expedition against Rhode-Island) 1176
Fowey, sailed for Great Britain, -

_
751

Garland, at Queheck, - 1134Isis, arrived at England from Quebeck, - - 1134
Kingfisher, in the expedition against Rhode~Island, 1176
Mercury,at New-York, - - - -

_
817

In the expedition against Rhode-Island, - 1176
P.Uas, 637
Pearl, at attack on Fort Washington, - 817
Phmnix, passage of, through chevaux-de.frise, 237

Killed and wounded on, - - - - 816,818
Rainbow, at Halifax, -

_
44Q

Roe~)Uck, passage of. through chevaux-de-frise. ~ 237
KIlled and wounded on, - - - - 816, 818

Rose, in Long-Island Sound, ~
817

Senegal, in Long-Island Sound,
- 817

Tamar, sent to England with despatches,
- 818

Tartar, killed and wounded on, - - 816, 818
Thames, convoy transports to New~ York. 1134
Triton, at Quebeck, - - - - ~ 1134
Viper, at Quebeck, 1134
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Navy, ContinentaI- Navy, Continental-Continued.
Men fOf, taken from Pennsylvania armed boats) a ]83 Independence, Captain Young, prize taken by, - 854
DifficllJty of manning,

_
- 490 Chased into Chincoteague by a British frigate, - 1241

Men belonging to, taken out of a privateer, - - 491 Arrived at Philadelphia, - - ~ - 1330, 1331

A French officer proposes a plan for, - - 539 To be sent to watch the enemy's ships, - ]332

The encouragement given to officers and men of, At Philadelphia, - - - - -1372, 1373

as great as they can possibly expect, - - 7B5 Lexington, brig1mtine1 Captain Hallock, hantly ex-
To be increased,

_ _ _
- - - 820, 1327 peeled at Philadelphia with supplies, -1372,1374

Two frigates of thirty-six guns to be built in Mary- Taken by the enemy and recaptured, ~ 1486
land, . ~

_
~ ~

_

- -
~ 826 Montgomery, got into Esopus Creek, . - 1192

List of Ilew ships to be buiJt for) - -827 Muskito) Captain Harris, marines to repair on bC(ard, 596
List ofrebel :-;hipsand privateersat Providence,com- At Philadelphia) ~ - - ~ 1372, 1373

monly called the Continental fleet, ~ ~ 1176 'Watching the enemy's sbips in Delaware Bay, ~ 1484
Present stale ot:

_
- 1335 Providence, Captain Hacker, put to sea from Rhode-

Tbree persons to be appointed to execute the busi- . Island, - - . ~ - - 490,507
ness or,

_
- 1562 Representation of condition of, -

~ 738

Salary of fifteen hundred doUars allowed to the per~ Prizes taken by, 849,939
sons appointed to execute the business of, - 1564 Arrired in port, ~ 1044

Colone] Nixon and John Wharton appointed to exe- At Providence, Rhode-Island, -
~ 1162

cut~ the business of, - 1569 Raleigh, frigate, at New~Hamp8hire, ready for sea,
Table of rank and pay of, - 1571 except cannon, - 1335

Francis Hopkins appointed one of the persons to Randolph, Captain Biddle, ready, except men, - 827
execute tbe business of, -

~ 1573 To be sent to sea from Philadelphia, . ~ 1198, 1336
List of ships to be immediately undertake'n, -

~ 1578 Measures to save, from falJing into the hands of
Provision to be made for burning tbe vessels of, at General Howe, . - - -

~
- 1199

Philadelphia,_ _ _
- - - - 1606 Gone down the river, - 1213

Congress highly appro\'e R. Morris's plan of fitting At Pbihldelpbia, .1372,1373
the frigates at Philadelphia for sea, - - - 1608 Captain Biddle wiJl try to make a pusb with, - 1419

Alfred, Call'tain Jones, at Newport, ready for sea, - 490 Twenty dollars to be advRnced to rec.ruits 00, . 1596
Sailed two days ago, well manned, ~ . 507 Put under the direction of the Continental Gene-
Mr. Earle mast8r o~ ~ 608 eral commanding at Philadelphia, ~ ~ . 1605
Oft'the coast of Cape Breton, - - 660 Resolutions of Congress respecting saving, from
Extract of a ]eHer from an officer of, . 668 the enemy, - - 1606
A pump kept going on, - . 738 Reprisal) in service, - 1336
Mr. Spooner master of, ~ - 849 Sachem, arrived at Martinico, - 1241
Prizes taken by, -939, 1183, 1304 Hourly expected at Philadelphia, -1372, 1374
Arriva] of, in port,

_
~ 1044 Security, at Philadelphia, - 1199

Got to Boston barbour, - ]265 Virginia) Captain Disney appointed Captain of
Prize of, to be informed that the enemy have pos- Marines on, ~ - - - - -

~ 826

session of Rhode-Island, - 1267 Warren, at Providence, moved up the river on the
Note of the time of material occurrences during approach oflbe enemy, - 1162

.he c,"ize of, - 1282 Washington, at Philadelpbia, -1214, 1459
Arrival of a valuable prize of, at Bedford, -1356, 1392 'Wasp, Lieutenant Baldwin, complaint against, ~ 183

Andrew Doria, Captain Robinson, arrival of, at St. Imtructions to Liel1tenant Baldwin, ~ - 461,637
Eustatia, - 760 To cruise outside Ihe Capes, ~ 133~

To bring a good cargo from S1. Eustatia,. - 1241 Prizes taken by, - 1371
At Philadelphia, 1371, 1372, 1373 Hourly expected at Philadelphia, - 1372
Prize sJoop of, th€ first of King George's own Gone to cruise outside the British fleet, ~ 1458, 1484

vessels that has been taken, ~ w 1427,1481 Navy, on Lake Champlain, Colonel Hazen fecom-
BostonJ Captain McNeil, has probablygone to sea, 1335 mends to build, ~ 843
Cabot, Captain Hinman, prizes taken by, - 422,637

I
Navy~Yard, Nova~Scotia,would be an immenselyvalu-

Arrival of a prize of, at Rbode~Island, - - .112' able acquisition to the Continent, - - ~ 1436
To be fitted for se-a as soon as possible, 608, 667 Navy, Maryland, bounty to recruits fOfJ - 128
Ordered round from Boston, ~ 848 Navy, South-Carolina-

Co]umbusJat Newport, Rhode-I~lalld,getting ready Captain Turpin's reasons for resiO'llinCl',
for sea, 490,507 Resolution for sale of ship Prosp~rt

(> .
Ready, but not fuHy manned,

-
~ 849 James Dogharty elected Captain of the brigantine

Drawn up the river on approach of the enemy, - 1162 Comet,-
The Roy,l Exchange takeu by, - 1566 Election of Navy Board,

Congress, shipt Victor Bicker, Jun., nominated Lieutenant Dogharty declines the appointment, -
Lieutenant of M:uines for, - 355, 357 Act establishing Navy Board,

Got into Esopus Creek yesterday, - 1192 Captain Seymour and Captain AJlen candidates for
(See Poug!1keepsie.) the command of the Comet, 54

Delaware, frigate, Captain Alexander, at PhUadel~ Captain AJlen elected, 57
phia, 1198,1213, 1240,1332,1336,1372, 1373, 1459 The President will commissionate Captain Allen, - 59

Fly, Captain Warner, complaint against, - 183 Proceedings of Navy Board, - - - 15:29-1540
Instrl1ctions to Captain Warner, 461, 637 Neave, Mr" ]elter to, from Secretary ofthe Admiralty, 459
Dr. Smitb to take charge of the wounded men Neaven, Ensign WiJliam, taken prisoner, ~ - 723

belonging to, - 904 Neaville,John, appointed Ljeutenant~Colonel of a
Measures to save from faHinO"into the hands of the Viruinia Baltalion, - - 695

enemy,
0 _

1199 Neces~ity, brigantine, of Bermuda, permitted to load,
Ordered down the bay, ~ 1::132 in Massachusetts,. ~ - - -

,
- 376

At Pbiladelphia, 1372, 1373 Necker, Mr., a noted Protestant banker, - 1022
Gone down to reconnoitre, -1458)1484 Neely, Lieutenant, sick, - ~ 506

Georgia Packet, in s~rvice, . - 1336 Negroes, ordinance respecting employing in the pub-
Hamden, needs repairs. 490,507 lic service, South-Carolina, 46,56

Nearly fitted, -
~ 848 Imported into South-Carolina, amount of taxes on, 68

Drawn up towards Providence on the approach of Of Jamaica) Silas Deane recommends el1couraging
the enemy, - - 1162 a 1'e\'olt among, - - - - ~ ~ 105t

Hancockt Captain Manly, at Boston - 1089 Spy, employed by Ihe Tories, taken prisoner, - 1109
Nearly readr for.sea, ~ 1335 Prisoner. Colonel MaJcom's men expect somelhing

Hornet, Captain Nicholson,- -698, 1372; 1373 to fidl to them out of the value of, ~
-

~ 113B
To be sent to sea, - . 1198 Neilson, Captain, COmpi'l.lry of, to be joined to Colo~
To sail for the 'Vest-Indies, - 1213 nel Wayne's BattaJioll, ~ 877
Gan,e dow~ from. Philadelphia) - - 1213 Nelson, Captain, First Virginia Regiment, Return of
StatIOned III Chnsteen Creek, - - 1332 Company of, ~ - - - ~ - - 515
Put under direc.tion of the COl1tinental Genera] Nelson, Georue, one of the sicrners of a letter to tlJe

c.ommanding at PhiladeJphia, .. 1605 COJnmitt~e of Chester CoOunty, PennsylvaniaJ- 463

20
20

27
39
41
43
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Nelson, Thomas, delegate in Congress from.Virginia-:- NewaHampshire-Continued.
Letter to, from Commitlee for transacting Conti- Continental Regiment stationed in, ordered to Ti~

nental business, ~ 1510 conderoga, 815] 816
On Committee on Cavalry, - 1593 A Continental ship to be built i[)~ - 827
Chairman of Committee of the Whole, - - 1599 Above two hundred Tories sent tOJ by New-York
Added to Committee for better regulating the Treas. Convention, , - 851

ury Board,
- - - - - -. -

1610 Ha\'e voted to pay their troops the same as Massa-
On Committee to prepare plan for better conductmg chusetts, - - 1045

Executive business, - - 1611 General Court has voted to raise a thousand men, - 1046
Nelson, Thomas, Jr.) letter from, to General Gates, - 1506 Five hundred Militia to be raised in, to reinforce
Nesbit, Colonel, death of, at St. John's, - - -

1088 the Continental Army, - 1116
Nesbitt ConynrYham &. Co., order on, for blankets, - 190 Militia of, to be in readiness to march to the relief
Nesbitt: &. Co.,oowners of letter of marque Speedwell, 188 of Rhode-Island, - 1163
Nesbitt John M., Treasurer, payment to, - - 183 Embara-oin - - - - - - - 1178
Nettles Zechariah, offer of, to South~Carolina Navy Notific:tion'for a meetinO' oflhe towns of Hanover,

B~ard, to conlract for pork, - - ~ - 1535 Canaan, and Cardigan~ - - - - - 1223
Neuf\'ille, Mr., member of South-Carolina Assembly- . Proceedings ofa me~ting of the towns of Hanover,. On Committee on President's Message, - - 5, 27 Canaan, .and CardJgan,

- 1224
On Committee to examine Treasury accounts, 20. Proceedings. of a meeting of the town of Lyme, - 1225
On Committee for organizing Navy Board, - - 21 Proceedings of a meeting of the town of Ackworth, 1225
On Committee on memorial from inhabitants of Petition of the towns of Marlow, Alstead, and Surrey! 1226

Charles-Town, 47 Instructions of the town of Chesterfield to their
Neutrality, Six Nations and other Indians determined Representative, - 1226

to maintain, ~ 600 Proceedings of the towns of Haverhil],Lyman,Bath,
Nevil, Lieutenant-Colonel, Virginia~ .

~ 1315 Gunthwait, Landaff, and Morristown, - 1227
Nevill, Thomas, payment to, for malung gun:carnages, 196 Committee appointed by, to go to Providence, - 1305
Neville, Mr., motion for an Address to the Kmg moved Raleigh, frigate, fitting out in, - - - - 1335

by, in t~e Hous~ of Cn~mon~, - - - 983 Credentials of delegates of, laid before Congress, - 1558
Nevins, David, appointed FlTst Lieutenant, Cannec- A ship of seventy-four guns to be built in, - 1578

ticut, - 458 New-Hampshire AssemblYJ letters to, from-
Newark, New-JerseYj Return of Troops at and near, President of Congress,-

fit for duty, - 822 Governour Cooke,
Extract of a letter from, - 839 William DuerJ
Enemy within four mi]es of, - 891 Colonel Bayley, -
The Brititlh at, - 905 George Measam, -
General Leslie's Brigade at, - - 1299 Genera1 Washington, -
Five or six hundred Highlanders at, .. 1449 C010nel Gilman, -

New-Burghj New-York, wood to be purchased at, for Thomas Thompson,
the Army, .. . - - .. - .. 208 ColonelLongJ

Newburyport, Massachusetts, petition of Committee Orders ofJ to Colonel Wentworth,
of, to General Court, ~ 376 New-Hampshire Committee of Safety-

Appointment of a Commissary for sea-coast men Letter from: to General Gates, _
553

stationed att - 411 Letter from, to Colonel'WingateJ - . 594
Newcastle Jane-, transport ship, attack on, ~ 537 Letter from, to General Ward, .. 773
Newcomb: Colonel, Return of Regiment of, . 501 Letter tOJ from Colonel Long, - 773
NewelJ, Captain, member ofa Court-Martial: - 520,1084 Letter from, to New-York Convention,

_ _
825

And two other~, Colonel Putnam to nominate a Letter from, to New-York Conspiracy Committee, 1454
Major out of, - - - - . - - 1084 (See Wem'e, Mesheclt),

Newell, Simeon, appointed Second Lieutenantj Con- New-Hampshire Council-
necticut, - - 458 Letter to, from John Gibson,

New-Encrland States- Letter tOJ from General LeeJ
Appeal of General Lee to, - .. - - - 933 Ejection of,
Vigorous exertions necessary for defence of, - - 1086 Letter to, from General Washington,

_

Governour Trumbull apprehends that the enemy New-Hampshire House .0fRepresentatives_
mean to finish the campaign in, - 1103 Letter tOJ from Henry Ward, Secretary of Rhode-

Remarks of General Lee on officers and troops of, - 1108 Island Assembly,
_

864
Must use redoubled vigourj or all is lost, - 1142 Vote of, for raising five hundred men for the State
Not infested with Tories, - 1292 of New-York,

-
_

1080
So intent on privateering that they mind little else, 1336 New-Hampshire GrantsJ extracts from minutes orCon-
New-York must depend upon, for many of the neces~ vention of, read in New-York Convention, _

373
saries of life, - - 1408 Mr. Adams said to have advised that they be set off

Continental Regiments from, have agreed to stay in a new State, .. 504
six weeks beyond their time, - 1488 New-Haven"Assembly to sit at, in a few days, 4 241

Secret Committee to send trusty persons to, for Session of Connectieut Assembly atl .. _
447clothing,- - 1595 Flag-oftruceat,- 1077A macrazine of ammunition to be formed in, - - 1611 Militia of, to hold themselves in readiness,,, _

1207
Miljtj~ of, marching hundreds of mi]es in a severe New-Jersey-

season, - - 1464 General Howe directing his operations against, 196, 829
Resolution of Congress respecting purchase of shoes Quota assigned to, for the new Army, - -

_
210

and stocking-s in, .. 1583 Resolution of Connecticut AssembJy for recovery of
Requested by Congress to use their utmost influence the records of, -

_
457jn raising their respective quotas, .. 1600 Captain Warner to cruise off the coast of, 461

Convention of-see Convention. General Howe expecled to send an expedition into, 557
Newfoundland, destruction of fisheries of, recorn- General Howe preparing for an expedition into, 620,639

mended by Sibs Deane, - - 867, 1051 Address of Essex County Committee in anticipa-
Blonde frigate, British, to cruise on Banks of, - 1134 tion of invasion of,.. - - .. _ _

629
Resolutions of Congress respectingj - 1617 General Gree~e preparing to oppose the landing of

New-Hampshire- the enemy tn,
-

_
629

(~uota assigned to, for the new Army, - - 210 InJistment of Regiments of, in the Northern Army,
General Court ofJ ret{uested to receive a number of expired,..

- - - ..
_ _ _

770
prisoners from New-York, - 304 All the troops in the Northern Department belonO'.

Tories sent to, from New-York, - - 466 ing to, ordered to join General Washington, tI.
855Committee to conferwithGeneral Gates, letterfrom, Act of, for raising four Battalions, _
870

to Meshech Weare, - - 624 First Battalion, infamous example of COIOfJe]of, 875
List of officers of First and Second Battalions of, - 646 First and Second Battalions to embark for Fort
Invited to meet in a conference of New-England George,

-
_

877Slates, on the subject of paper currency,. .. 772 Small encouragement to hope for much assistance
Orders of General Schuyler for recruiting inl -

~ 797 from the MiJitia ofJ -
919, 920

- 777, 1415
-1065, 1208

- 1075
- 1081

- 1238

- 1340
- 1434
- 1454

- 1454

- 1116

- 787
- 872
- 1211
- 1362
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New-Jersey-Continued. Newland) Captain, assiatant to Colonel Baldwin,
Resolution of Congress respecting troops of, antici- Engineer) - 529

pated by General Schuyler, . - - - 1062 New-London, arrival ora flag of truce at, from New-
Progress of the enemy in~probablychecked by the York, . 846

heavy rain, - .. - .. .. .. . 1070 Surmise of J. Trumbull, J un'J on object of flag
Militia ofl behave scurvily, - .. 1072 being sent to, - - 1086
Remarks of Washington on conduct of the Miliria Militia ordered to, ..1086, 1103

and principal gentlemen of, .. - -
.. 1082 Continental stores to be removed from, - 1102

Militia of, so few that no dependence can be placed Alarm at, by the appearance of a British fleet, - 1104
on them,.. .. 1107 Enemy sailed from, without attacking,. . - 1112

Mea!5uresrecommended by New-York Convention Orders to stop tbe Regimentsordered fordefence of, 1113
for protection of, . 1110 Feint by tbe enemy oflanding at, . 1114, 1195

Letter fromGeneralWilliamsonrespecting Militi<lof, 1120 General Arnold ordered to,.. w 12HS
General Lee bopes to reconquer, - - 1138 Fascines to be made for the fort at, - 1222
General George Clinton's Brigade to march into, . 1157 Artillery Company at, - - 1303
For tbe most part in the hands of the enemy, - 1186 Newman, Henry, Massachusetts, - 1268
Conduct of British and Hessian troops in, - llStl Letter from, to Massachusetts Board of Wart 1286) 1356
The mass of the people strangely contaminated, . 1201 Letter to, from Massachusetts Board of War, . 1393
People of, have manifested too smaU a regard to Newman, Joseph, convicted by a Court-Martial of in-

their rights and liberties, - - 1215 listing more than once, - - 1494
Enemy in, extend from Penny-Town to Burlington, 1216 Newman, Captain Wingate, of pri\'ateer Hancock, - 376
The lower parta of, in motion, - - - . 1240

I

New-Marlborough, New-York, wood to be purchased
Ravaged for want of the assistance of the Militia, - 1242 at, for the Army, . - - . - - 208
Genera

.

I Heath to return from, to New-York, - 124.3 Notification of a town-mee.ting to be held at, read
Militia of the lower parts o~ turning out with proper in New- York Committee of Safety, - - - 288

spint, - . - - - - - - 1245 Newmarshl Captain, British, - - - - - 1474
Totally lost, except the backwoods, - 1247 New-Melford, declaration of Miles Delwood before
A fatal blow may be struck the enemy in, - 1262 Committee of, - - 815
Conduct of, has been most infamous, - ..1275 New-Orleans, George Gibson sent on an expeuition
British ArmyiTl] said to be going into winter quarters, 1276 to, by the State of Virginia and General Lee, - 746
Intelligence from the inhabitants not to be relied on, 1278 General Lee has recei\'ed a most flattering letter from
Greatly discouraged and on the eve of making a the Governour of, - 833

surrender, ~ . . - - - - 1296 Newport,Rhode-Island, resolverortransporting whale-
Address of meeting of sufferings of Quakers for, - 1309 boats to, - - - - - - . - 436
Colonel Vose has received orders to remain in, - 1315 A fleet supposed to be deSlined for, -932, 1086, 1087
General Howe's first design only extended to the Intelligence of a fleet steering for, -1032, 1115

east part o~ - 1316 Ellemy steering into the harbour of, -1112,1142
General Howe concludes the troops in, will be in A number of persons said to have been committed

perfeet seeurity, - 1317 to jail at, by the British, - - 1222
Cortlandt Skinner, Attorney-General, has been of Prize ship to be informed that the enemy have pos-

infinite service to the British Army in, ... 1318 session of, - - - - - w - 1267
Retreat of the Army through, -1327,1333 Newspapers, Postmaster requested to furnish New-
General Washington preparing to cross into, 1331,1333 York Committee of Safety with, - 270
An altack will be made in, in a few days, - 1342 Committ~e to devi~e means of conveying intellj-
Intelligence broughl by Pomeroy from the enemy in, 1360 gence by, in New-York, - - 279
TotaHy deranged, witbout government or officers Mary1and Gazette, 91, 111, 124, 155

that wiHact with any spirit, - 1364 Hugh Gaine'sNew-YorkMercury, 1153,1377, 1490, 1498
Successes of his Majestyts fHms in, will open re. New-Town, letter of Lord Stir]ing from, - - 1462

sources ofprovi-sionsand forage, - 1404 Letter-of General Washington from, - 1473
Defection in, - 1419 New-Windsor, New-York, wood to be purchased at,
Some at~ti"e officer of influence ought to repair to, . 1420 for the Army, - - 208
Success of Genera] Washington in-see Trenton. Committee to secure powder at, - . 243
The spirit of the people in, begins much to revive,- 1449 Report of Committee to secure powder at~

_
w 245

A fair opportunity of driving the enemy from, - 1462 Return of.sundries sent to, - - 1410
Much will depend on the Legislature exerting New. Windsor Committee-see Boyd) Robert.. themselves, - 1462 New~WindsorPrecinct,UlsterCounty, Committeeof,
A great many Tories taken prisoners in, .. 1475 to assist family of James Dunscomb, - - 21~
Face of things in, totally changed, - 1484 New-York City, sailing of several hundred transports
WdlbethemostWhiggish Colony ontheContinent, 1487 from, 189,669,706,820,854
State of the enemy's force in, -1490 Committee to devise more economical mode of pro-
The enemy in, are every where flying, - - 1512 viding for the poor of, - - - - - 218
Credentials of delegates in Congress from, ~ - 1597 Account lor maintenance of poor of, - - 284
Sundry persons arrested in, to be sent to M~aryland) 1599 Intercourse of inhabitants of, with internal enemies
Two thou~and rlollarsadvanced to delegate/from, - 1602 in New-Jersey, to be supplessed, w 651
Committee to inquire into !'tate of~prisoners sent Extracts from a paper prinled at, - - 750

frolll, - 1602 Extracts of letters from English officersat, 840, 855/ 1059
Resolutions of Congress respecting prisoners from, 1603 F!eet fitting at, destination unknown, - - 854
Report of Committee apPQinted to examine state Intelligence from, by David Hunt, - 858

of prisoners from, - - 1605 Site recommended to be secured for Crown Jand in,
New-Jersey Assembly- in the :-iettlement of the war,

- 872
Letter to, from President of Congress, - - 776 Address of, to the King's Commissioners transmit-

Newkirk, Char]e~, recommended as Captain, - -] 157 ted to England, - 892
Newkerk, Mr., member New-York Convention, Tr}'on I Extracts of Jetters from, - 928, 1028, 1037

County, ~
- 206' Examination of two prisoners escaped from, - - 934

On Committee on clothing troops, - 230 Burning of: nOliced in House of Ccmmons,. - 1012
On Committee to audit accounts of Abraham Liv- Return of prisoners taken by the British at, - - 1058

ingston, - - 237 Petition of Miles Sherbrooke for leave to go to, - 1099
Clothing resolutions of Congress referred tOJ . - 248 Petilion of Alexander \Va!bce for leave to go to, - 1099
Member of New-York Committee of Safety,- - 250 General Schuyler makes no objectionto LadyJohn~
On Committee tQreport prices of linens, - 309 son going to, -

_
lI02

On Committee on Captain DeWitt's account, ~ 323 Letter fromprisonerson a prison ship at] to Go\'ern-
On Committee on pay-rolls of CharJotte Rangers, - 329 our Trumbull, - - 1138
On Committee 011muster-rolls of Captain ,"Visner,

- 330 Letter from Governour Trumbull to General Wa:sh-
On Committee on memoria] of Captain James ington respecting prisoners in, - - ]

193
Stewart, - - 337 Re!ief sent by Major Wells to Connecticut prisoners

On Committee on accounts of Westchester County, 342

1

in, - 1207
On Committee on pay*rolJ of Captain Scribner, 354 Application of Anne Leake for leave to go to, - 1220
On Committeeon Captain Townsend's pay~rolJJ - 361 Depositions relalh'e to treatment of prisoners in, - 1234
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New-York City-Continued.
Application of Lady Johnson and Mrs. Bruce for a

pass to go tOJ - - 1236
Thanks of Frances Livingston for permission to g~

1248
Re~~rds of, said to be buried nenr King's Bridge, - 1248
That it wasfiredhy some northern manis undoubted, 1307
Parole of Miles Sberbrook and Alexander Wanace,

on going to,
_

- .. . - .. 1320
Advance to delegates. in Convention from, - 1348
Major Fish sent to, with a flag, .. - 1351
Application of Mrs. De Wilt for Jeaveto go to, - 1367
Evacuation of, was necessary, "being commanded by

Long-Island, - - 0 _
- - . 139t

Joseph Reade permitted to retnTD 10, on parole, .. 1411
Sundry persons permitted by Connecticut Council

of Safety to return to, on parole I - .. .. 1421
Terence McDermott permitted to return to, on paa

role, - 1422
General Howe ought to have known that it wasevac-

uated by order of Congress to prevent its being
burnt, - ]42.1

Distresses of prisoners in, a a 1429

Letter of Philip Skene fromt a 1463
Letter of Alexander WalJace from, a 1464
Pri"oners in, suffer amazingJy, for want of some pro-

per person to attend to themt - a 1483
App1ication of Captain Delaplace for leave to go to, 1500
An attack on, suggested by Massachusetts Assem-

bly to General Lincoln, 0 - 1518
New-York 8tate-

Oommittee of Safety revived, 206, 208
Quota assigned to, for the new Army, - : 2

23
1
0
0

Appointment of Committee of Safety, -
Alarming situation of, on account of Tories, a a 238
Some uneasiness in the First Regiment of troops of,

on the subject of rank, - 241
List of officers offour Battalions to be raised in, - 314
Proceedings of Committee for Detecting Conspira~

cies, - - - 0 - 466-t7I, 1539-]558
Report of Committee appointed to cooperate with

General Schuyler, - - - - - 561-591
Order of New~Hampshire Committee of Safety for

disposal of certain Tories of, - 687
Instructions to recruiting .fficers in, - 813
Remarks of Edward Rutledge on best government

for, 0 - 826
Two hundred Tories sent from, to New-Hampshire, 851
Vote of Hertford Committee on question of sepa-

rating from, a
_ _ _

a
-

~ 941

Proceedino-s respecting forming a new State of, - 945
Payment by John Sessions to a man for collecting

papers relative to a new State, - - a - 946
Anticipated reestabJishment of British authority in,

alluded to in Parliament, . ~ 1003, 1004
Of its fourteen Counties, the enemy have five and

part of two others, a - - - - - 1123
For the most part in the hands of the enemy, - 1186
General Heath to return to, from New-Jersey, a 1243
Totally lost except the back woods, 1247
Deprived of a great part of its territory,a .. - 1264
Apprehensions of Genera] \VaS'hington from defec-

-tion of, 0 . 1275
No State ha.s suffered so severely in the presem war

as - ]350

Rec;uiting orders to John Everitt for raising a Coma
pallY in, 0 0 ]379

Whole safety of, will in a few days be Jeft to Militia, 1408
Have no pos!'Jiblemeans of procuring many of the

necessaries of life but from the Eastern States, . 1409
Empowered to raise another Battalionon the Conti-

nental estab1ishment, a 1594
Congress. direct J. Mease to receive certain goods

belonging to/ - - a a - - - 1597 )
Mr._Mease directed to return the above goods, - 1601

I

New-York Convention and Committee ofSaft'tv-
Proceedings of, 0 201-37t, 589,873,929,930,935, !

1280, ]301, 1320, 13t8, H07, ]433, H9t, ]515
'Memoria]of Frederick Philips ta, a 864

Letter from a Committee of) at New-Windsor, to
General George Clinton, a a 1110

Proceedings of Committee appointed by, to coope~
rate with General Clinton, 1126

Report of a Commiuee of, on the appJication of
John Moore, Charles Inglis, and others, ~ a ]204

General Washington complies with request oft (0

order Generill Heath back, - 1243
Petition of GelJ€ral Herchkeimer and others to, . 1353

INDEX. 1790

New- Yark Convention, etc.- Confinued.
Petition of inhabitants of Westchester COLJntyto, - 1379
Add-ress of, to their constituents, . . 1381
Report in, on saltpetre, - 1468
Re~olutionsof, laid beforea Committee of Congress, 1561
Resolution ofCongresson application from,respt'ct..

iug hides, a 1579
Letter from, read in Congress, a 1593
Letters from, to-

Egbert Benson, - 489
General George Clinton, - 1157, 1300, 1349
Delegates in Congress, ~ 1351
President of Congress, - 220,

251, 317, 331, 782, ][72, 1350, H66, H94
Colonel Derousie, - - 703
Captain Elmendorf, - 0 1031
Ezekiel Hawley, - IHO
General Heath, ]061, 1085, ][7], H33
General Howe, ~ 1351
Colonel Henry B.Livingston, - - 1172
General Mifflin, a 1350
Captain Nathaniel Platt, - - 1061
John Rowe, a 1061
General Spencer, _

1350
Governonr Trumbull, II 25, 1407, 1408
General Washington, 1171, 1263, 1406
Captain James Weeks, _

1061
Letters to, from-

Albany Committee,. 0" 844, Ill!
John Bard, - ]030
Philip Bartell, - . 1248
Colonel Jacob Bayley,

_
784

Benjamin Birdsall, .. .. 862
Nicholas Brewer, Jun., and Jeremiah Clark, - 1086
Samuel Brewster, .. 1280
Samuel Brown,

_
551

Mrs. Bruce,
_

1236
General George Clinton, - -860, 1261, 1347, 1378
General James Clinton, - ]039, Il02, ]366
Daniel Cue, a 1095
Jobn Coe, 0 ]2t8
Delegates in Congress, a 1069
President of Congress, 209, 247, 776
Dr. Benjamin Curtis, 493
Mrs. De Witt, - 0 1367
William Dobbs, 0 1381
Captain Dutcher, !l7l
John Elmendorf, _

1062
John Field, . 138]
Daniel Griffing, Il73
Matthew Griswold, - a 815
Committee of Guilford,

_
551

Jonatban Hallet, ]3]8
Colonel Hardenbergb, _

82t
John Hathorn, 0 ]OtO
Ebenezer Hazard, a

_
548) 1248

General Heath, - 78], 822, 859, 1298, ]299, 1405
John Hornbeck, 623
Hugh Hughes, 663
Lady Johnson, ]236
Augustus Lawrence and Samuel Tudor, a 813
Ann Leake, 0 ]220
Colonel Henry B. Livingston, .. 1251
Ebenezer Lockwood, - .. 905
Joshua Loring,

_
1463

Elihu Marvin, - a 752
John Marvin, - ..1381
Jobn McDonald, . 7]4
GeorgeMeasam, _

1238
William Miller, 0 898
General McDougall, _

1123
New-Hampshire Committee of Safety, 825
Supervisors of Orange County,

- - . 657
Henry Outboudt and Antbony Van Bergen, - 796
JQnathan PoJIard, - - - - -

_
1451

Robert Provost, Jr., -
_

1110
Henry Quackenboss, _

879
Frederick Roorback,

_

898
Committee of Salem, 1100
Comfort Sands, 524, 525, 548, 560
Henry Scbenck, _

]098
John Schenck, 0 1300
General Schuyler, - 604,641, 1]01,1249
General Scott, 32t, 895, 931
John Sessions, _

946
Miles Sberbrook,

_
]098

Johannes Sleight, 489, 525, 754
ColOMI 8wartwout, 0 1263, 1318, 1t33
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New-York Convention, etc., LeUers to, from-Cont'd. Nicoll, Colonel Isaac-Continued.
John Thomas, . . 603 Return of Regiment of, 499,504,781
Tryon Count)' Committee,

- 665 Letter from, to Colonel Pierre Van Cortlandt, - 1030
Samuel Tuder, -1128, 1381 Captain Dolson arrested hy, -

~ 1097
Colonel Van Schaick and others, - 936 .Letters from, to John McKesson, - ..1191, 1262
Matthew Visscher, - - 605 Letlers from, to General Heath, - -1204, 1366
Alexander Wallace, - - 1099 List of officers in Regiment of, who want commis-
GeneralWashington, - 1245 sians, - 1450
Henry Wisner and Gilbert Livingston, - 812 Nicolls, Lieuten,ant John, recommended by Colonel
Hendriek Wycoff, - - 1191 WeissenfeIs, - - 1041
Robert Yates, - - 570 Nightingale, Colonel Joseph, on Committee toexamine
Without signature, - ~ 498 suitable places for erecting batteries for defence

New-York Committee of Arrangement...,- of Providence, - 1]30
Letters to, from- Nine Partners' Mine, report of operations at, - - 714

General Scott,- - 522 Ninety-Two, Maryland schooner, fitting out, - - 491
John Hurlbert, - 1140 Loading, - 514
Nathaniel Hazard, .. - 1141 Captain Kilty can inform of condition of, .. 597
Major Ledyard, - 1191 A sail wanted for, - 775
General George CJinton, .. - 1219 Expected to sail to-morrow, .. 903
John McKesson,

- 1220 Not equal to the Resolution in sailing qualities, - 1135
Anthony Rut(Jers, - ..1220, 1237 Nixon, Colonel, witness on the trial of Captain Gerrish, 497
Captain Walker, - 1248 Return of Regiment of, 499,709,831, 1401
Robert Yates, - -1300,1321 Memberofa Court~Martjal,- . 654
Co]onelYan Schaick, - 1388 Regiment of, to continue at Dunks's Ferry, - - 1185
General James CJinton, - - 1494 NixoD, Colonel John, appointed one of the persons
Co]onel WiIJeu, .. 1515 to execute the business of the Navy, - - 1569

New- York Committee for Defeating and Detecting Nixon, Brig. Gen. John, Return of Brigade of, 499,709, 831
Conspiracies- At a Council of War,

- - 543
Letter to) from New-Hampshire Committee of Letter from, to General Heath, 678,741

Safety, - 1454 Return of killed, prisoners, and missing in Brigade of; 721
Proceeding8 of. - - 466-471, 1539-1558 Return of officersin Regiment of) .. 1035

New-York County- Posted to guard the passage of the Delaware, - 1201
Account of ball and flints delivered to,

- - .. 213 Nixon, Colonel Thomas, Massachuseus, appointed
Resolution for presenatioll ofreconls of, - 247 Co]one] in the new arrangemelltl - 712, 1030, 1084
Address of, to King's Commissioners, transmitted to Nobility, no title of, to be granted jn Maryland, - 147

EngJand, - 892 Noddle's bland, account of ]umber, &.c., furnished to
Resolutions of Convention for a secret expedition forts at, - - 477

into, - 1301 Non-Associators, Committee in Maryland to report
Advance to deJegates in Convention from, - - 1348 resolutions to prevent peace of the State being

Niack, inhabitants at, much exposed, - 1059 endangered by, - 107
Niagara) assembly of Indjans at, 754~771 Not admitted to sittings of Maryland Convention, _

120
Nicholas, George, appointed Major of a Virginia Bat- . Maryland, motion to exclude forever from office

talion, - 695 rejected, - - 174
Nicholas, Major, ofMarincs, - - 1514 PennsJ'Ivanja, arms purchased from, .. 183
Nichols, Captain, Return of Company of, - 621 Pennsylvania, payment for ~Hecting arms from,

_

200
Nichols, Captain Francis, has applied to Pennsylvania Non~Resistanpej to arbitrary power, doctrine of, re-'

Council of Safety for pay of his Company, .. 1460 jected in Maryland Declaration of Rights, -
_

144
Nlchols~ Ichabod, one of the owners of the privateer Norrington, Pennsylvania, military stores to be re-

Revenge,
- 410 moved to, - 187

Nich01;;,Jonathan, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, ~ 460 DeJiveryof saltpetre and powderfromColonel BulPs
Nichols, Samue]) member of Cumber]and County store at, .. ~ 190

(New-York) Commiuee, - - 1042 Norri~, Captain, a parcel of arms sent to Maryland
Nichols, Thomas, Deputy Ql)artermaster~Genera]t ad- CounciJ of Safety by,

_
776

"
vance to)

- 1610 Norris, James, appointed Captajn, New-Hampshire, - 646
Nicholson, Benjamin, appointed Judge of the Court North, Abraham, to be confined in jail) - - 469

of Admiralty, lVlaryland, .. - 133 North, Lord, speech of, in House of Commons On (he
Letter from, to Maryland Council of Safety. .. - 514 Address to the King) - 997,999,1002"

Nicholson, George) arrived at Boston, - 507 Speech on re\'isaJ of Acts of Parliament, - 1008
Nicholson, Captain Jame3, letter from, to MaryJand Speech on Navy estimates,

-
_

1018
Council of Safety, - - 775 Northampton, escape of British prisoner~ from jaiJ o~ 593

Can be furnished with an anchor from Philadelphia, 826 Northampton County, PennsyJvania, payment of ex-
Present at the affair of Robert Christie, Jr., - - 1147 press to, -

_
185

Letter to, from Samuel Chase, - 1165 Bounty money for, ~ 194
Letter from, to Mr. Authenbeck, - ~ 1165 Proportion of salt aIJowedto, _

195
Gone to assist in removing .:;ickand stores from Payment of express to, _

199
Philadelphia, - .. 1212 I\10ney distributed among needy famiJies of Asso-

Arms borrowed by,
- 1238 cia tors o~

_
202

Letter from, to Samuel Purviance, Jr.) - - 1440 Militia of, to be called out for sIx_weeks, - 853, 1581
Nicholson, Captain John, instructed to get to sea im~ Militia of, in a state of sl1pinenesl3 and infatuation, 1199

mediately, .. 1198 MiJitia of, who refuse to join the Army, to be dis-
Commander of the s1oop-of-""ar Hornet,

- 1213 armed, - .. 1255
Stationed in Christeen Creek, - 1332 Letter from General Washington to Colonels of
Letter to, from Marine Committee, . 1419 Militia of, _

1363
And others, address from, referred to the I\iarine Payment by Congress to Commiuee of, for sundries, 1580

Committee, - 1594 North-Carolina-
Nicholson, Joseph, member of Council of Safety, .. 179 South-Carolina not allowed to recruit in, 76,78
Nickels, Captain, at PeekskjIJ, - 506 Quota assigned to, for the new Army, - - 210
Niclos, Joseph) acquitted of a charge of desertion, - 1432 Letters to Convention of, from President of Con-
Nicola, Major Lewi:;, payment to, by Pennsylvania gress, 670,697,777

Council of Safety, - - .. - .. - 186 Magazines of provisions formed in, 1106
Nicoll, Charles, paroJe of, - 1143 Recommendation of Congress to Convention of,
Nicoll, Colone] Isaac) aJlowance to, for expenses in respecting disposition of troops, _

1573
transporting cannon, _

236 Advance to delegates of~ 1575
Officers commissioned in Regiment of, - - 266 Benjamin Griffith to suppJy the pri30ners from,

_

1607Pay list of sick of Regiment of, presented to New- Mr. Hooper to examine into state of prisoners from, 1608
York Committee of Safety, - 330 State of prisoners from, reported by Mr. Hooper, _

1609
Payment of bounty of Regiment oft .. 331 Three Regiments in) to march immediately to join
Letter from, read in New-York Committee of Safety, 347 General Washington, - - - -

_
1613
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North.Castle, New-York, extract ora letter from, - 569
Stores to be removed from, - - 790, 1124
Letter of General Wadsworth from, - 1124
Militia to march to, - 1349
Letter of General Spencer from, - - 1405
Colonel Thomas's Regiment to march to, - 1431
Colonel Humfrey's Battalion to march to, - 1432

Northern Department, COlllmissioners for adjusting
the accounts in, - 353

General Schuyler authorized to act on aU sentenc~s
of Courls-Martial in, - 465

(See .Jlrmy, Northern.)
Northumberland County, Pennsylvania, proportion of

salt allowed to, - 195
Norton, Charles, appointed Second Lieutenant, Con-

necticut)- - 458
Norton, IchabodJ appointed Captain, Connecticut, - 458
Norwalk, prisoners forwarded by Committee of, - - 594

Letter from the Surgeon-General of the Hospital at,
to Genera! HeathJ - .. 1161

Norwich, payment of an account for conveying two
prisoners to FishkilJ from, - 304

Norwood, Mr., military store.keeper, - 212
Norwood,Mr., Commissaryto General Scott's Brigade,

an account of, read in New-York CommiUeeof
Safety, - - 300

Norwood, Nicholas, Maryland, - 1147
Norwood, Richardt recommended as Paymaster to a

Regiment, - 1247
Nottingham, store-ship, about to sail from EnglandJ - 459
Nomse, James, advance to, - 1612
Nourse, John, payment to, for ferriage of himself and

General Lee, - - 1569
Nourse, JosephJ Secretary to Genera.l LeeJ letter froID)

to General Heath, .. - 1095
'Board of \oVarempowered to employ, as an assistant

~~ -wn
Nova-Scotla, notiae of the proceedings of the Assem-

bly of, - 801
Cumherland County Committee desire aid lOr Cap-

taio Eddy, - 881
Letter from Major Batt, at Fort Cumberland, .. 909
Memorial of Committee of Sunbury to Massachu-

setts Assembly, - 1268
Account of the expedition of Captain Eddy to, - 1435
RecomrnendatioL1 that it be immediately subdued

by a force suflicient to hold it when taken, ~ 1436
Letter from Massachusetts AssembJy to Continental

Congress respecting, - 1502
Resolutions of Congress respecting, .. 1617

Nowell, Cllptain, member of a Court-Martia1,. - 1097
Nowell, Lieutenant, dismissed from the Army by a

Court-M,rtial,- - 1346
Nowell, Captain Moses, aHowed to exhibit his account, 411
Noyes, Mr., member of Massachusetts Assemb]y, - 446
Noyes, Mr., intelligence by, of a fleet steering for

NewportJ - 1032
Noyes, Samuel, inspector of fire-arms, Connecticut,

- 454
Nuting-, Captain, member of a Court-Martial, - - 934
Nye, David, and other:::, petition of, to Massachusetts

Council, - .. 416
Nye, Captain Elisha, .. 423
Nye~Lieutenant Stephen, Jun., - 423

O.
Oakley, Miles, petition of, to Gener:I1 WashinO'toll, .. 620
Oakley, Phebe, petition of, to New-York Com7ention, 349
Oa.kley, Robert, charged with disaffection, .. 289
OtikleYJ Stephen, receipt given by, to Captain Ford,.. 1406

Letter from, to General Spencer, - .. - .. 1406
Oakes, Jonathan, Captain of privateer Hawke, ~ .. 424
Oakes,. Uriah, petition o~ for a commission for priva-

teer Hancoc.k,. - - - .. -
_

424
Oars, payment by Pennsylvania Councjl of $afety for, 188
Oath, to be taken by all persons appointed to any

place of trust in South-Carolina, alteration ot; .. 76
I\tIanner of administering, Maryland, .. 146
Of members of General AssemlJly of Maryland, 169, 170
Of Goveruour, members of Councjl, Judges, and

Justices of Maryland, ..
- -

4
_

171
Of Chancellor, Judge, &c., of Maryland, .. .. 171
To be tal(en in Maryland by every person appointed

to any office of profit or trust, - .. 172
Of Judges and CJerks of Election, Maryland, .. 174
Form or, taken by the printer of the biUs of credit,

Marylaud, _

176
To be taken hy printers of New-York bills of credit 255
Form of, for attesting pay-rollsJ New-York, ~ : 320
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Oath- Continued.
Form of, of Secretary of Massachusetts Board of

War, - 144
Of fidelity to Connecticut, act prescribing, - - 448
Of examiners o~ Surgeons, Connecticut, - 455
Of secrecy and allegiance to the King, for loyal vol-

unteers in Albany County, - 588
For recruits in New-YorkJ .. - 814
Reasons in favour of the Scot's mode of making, ~ 861
Required by proclamation of Lord and General

Howe, - - 928
Taken by Major Hoisington's Rangers, - 943
Admini~tered to ladies on a flag of trucej - 1380
Committee of Treasury empowered to administer, ~ 1566
Board of War empowered to administer, .. 1577
To be taken by delegates in Congress from New-

Jersey, - - 1597
Oatmea], taken on a prize ship, - 824
Oats,New~Yark Conventionorder, to be purchased for

tbe Army, - 207
Three hundred busheJs of, wanted hy Major Hughes, 1030

Obrian, Captain Jeremiah, payment for sundries sup-
plied to, ~ ~ 385

Discharged from the service of Massachusett~, - 387
Resohe on the petition of, - .. 410
Resolve for stopping part of TOUof, .. 421

Obrien, John, First Lieutenant of Massachusetts
schooner Diligent, - .. 398

Observations, on the contest with America, .. 687
Odell, Augustus, deposition of, respecting Tories, - 586
Odell, Jacob, past~rider, settlement of the account of, 281
Odell, John, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, - - 460
Odle &.Vanduzer, certificate of the chain across the

North River at request of, ..
- 1140

Oellers, James, payment tOJ for powderJ .. ~ 191
Office, rotation in, MarylandJ - - 145

No person to hold more than one, of profit, ~iary-land, - - - - - - - - 145Test on admission to, Maryland. - - 146
Offir.ers, Army, too little attention had in choosinO'

men of merit and honourJ - - - ": 510
Judicious choice of, recommended to Pennsylvania

Volunteers, - - - - 4 ~ _
829

Obje~ti~ns of General Washington to mode of ap-
pomtlOg,

- -1400, 1401
Complaint against, ofnegJectJ _

1418
Lord Stirling begs that merit in service, and not dirty

connexions, may regulate appointmentsJ - - 1462
Benjamin Rush recommends that seniority be disre~

garded in promotions of, ~ - - - - 1513
General \Vashington empowered to appoint, - - 1579
Date fro.m which their pay is to begin on the new

establIshment, -
_

1608
Officers, English, extracts of letters from, 840 855, 1059
Oilley, Daniel, payment to, for iron work,

'
~ 192

Ogden, Colonel, departure of, from TiconderogaJ - 294
Fie~d-officerfor the day at Ticonderoga,.. 528
Arnval of, at Saratoga, - 582
Goes to Ticonderoga to recruit, - - 665

Ogden, Robert, a:ssistantto the Commissary-Genera]
letter from, to the President of. Congress,

-
~ 638

Letter from, read in Congress, _
1570

Pennsylvania Council of Safety to supply, with salt, 1570
Ogden, William, acquitted of the charge of secretly

going into the prison-room,
- 1432

Ogle bee, Nicholas, commissioned First Lieutenant of
the privateer WarrenJ . 419

O'Hara, Captain Henry, letter froID!to Genera] Gates, 505
Col?nel Wood desires company of, to join his Re-

glmeut,
-

_
1102

O'Hara, William, taken at Queheck, 1569
Ojistarale, an Oneida Chief, speech of, fa Co]onel

Elmore, - ~ 754
Obly, Robert, disaffected! ~

_

562
Glds, G., tried and convicted by a Court.MartialJ

- 528
Oliphant, David, appointed Director~General of the

Hospitals, South-Carolina, 4
OJiver, Captain! member of a Court~MartiaJ, . .. 1515
Oli\'er CromweJl, Massachusetts privateerj petition for

guns for, - - - - - - - _
375

~ornmissioned, John Tiley! commanderJ - 378
Ohver Cromwell, Connecticut ship, advance to Cap.

tain Coit on account of, -
_

703
To be fitted out on a cruiseJ 4

_
704-

Dr. Samuel Lee appointed Surgeon o~ .

- ~ 705
Letter of credit to he drawn in favour of the Cap-

tainof, - - - - - - -10771221
Dr. Albigence Waldo 'ppoiuted Chief Surgeon of,' 1222

113
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Oliver, Jacobus, disaffected, - 289 Orr, Hugh, tetter to, from Abisha Washburn, - - 800
Ollive, Joan Bernard, permitted to sail, - - 378 Letter to, from MassachuscUs Board of War, - 1078
Olmstead, Euenezer, appointed Ensign, Conneciic.ut, 460 Letter to, front Henry Ste\'enson, - - 1522
Olney, C<lptain, member Dfa Court-Martia1, - 654 Orrery, of Rittenhouse, mentioned in letter of Silns
Olney, Captain Cog'l) Return of Company of, - - 505 Deane, - - - - - - - 884, 1052

Olney, C<1ptainJere.J R~turn of Company of, - - 5(J5 Destroyed by the British Army, - - 1509
Sick in quarters,

_ _ _ _
- 505 Osborn, Captain, commis~ioned by East-Florida to

Oneidas, Tories pursued by a party of, - 296 cruise against the United States, 26
Speech of a Chief of,

_
~ 754 OsbornIJohnJ supplied with cannon by Connecticut, 511

Reference to~ ill a letter of Colonel Guy Johnson,~ 839 Osborn, Mr., on Committee to wait on Legislati\'e
Ouion Ri\'erJ names of men that were against coming Council, South-Carolina, - 61

away from, in the time of the retreat, - 1517 Osborn, Nathan, gone to join the Ministerial Army)
Onondagas) spirited metisage recommended to be sent oceaunt of the effects Jeft by, ~ - 1100

to - - - - - - - - 296 585 Osborne, Doc.tor) report on request of, for medicines
Frie~clly to the Americans, .. -

I

755 for use of Colonel Swartwout's Regiment, - - 257
Orange County, New-York- Applic.aiioll of Colonel SwartwQutfm medicines for, 1348

Account of lead and baH delivered to, - - 213 Osborne, John, charges John Biles with treason, - 194
Militia for the defence or the frontiers of, - 229 Osborne, Lord, speech of, in House of Lords, on the
Committee to purchase clothing in, for the troopsJ 233 Address to the King) - 977
Report of Committee on Scotch pris()I]ers in, - 234 Osburn) Lieutenant) tried and acquitted by a Court-
Rations allowed to Richard Speight, a dil3affected MartiaJ, - - 534

person in, - 234 Osnabrigs" taken on a prize, - - 800
One hundred Militia of, to be sent '0

PeekskjIJ, - 237 OstercQut, Gysbert, pass for, - - 784
Appointment of inspector of flour in, - - 239 Oatumder, recommended for Second Lie-utenant, - 768
Levies raised inJ to join Colonel Hay, - - 242 Oswald, EJeazer, memorial of, referred to Board of
Repair of roads in, - 252 War, -,1571
Advance for purchasing clothing in, - 255 Part of memorial o~ referred to Board of Treasury, 1577
Andrew Bostwick released from jail of, - 267 Oswald, LieuteJJant~Colonel) lecommended by G~n~
Deposition against John Larie in) - 269 eral Arnold to be exchanged, ~ . 550
Ctlpttljn from, tobe first Captain iu Colonel Snyder's Oswego, Indians said to have gone to treat with Sir

corps, - 271 John Johnson at) - .215
Appropriation for repair ofroads in, - 282

1

Tories gone 10) to meet the enemy, - w - 291
Payment for spears made in, 285 Otis, James, appointed Ensign, - - - ~ 876

Muster-roH of Captain "''''isner's Company in, pre- Otis, Samuel Al!yne, merchant, Boston, petition of, to
sented to Committee of Safety) - 330 Council of l\fassochusetts) - - - - 406

Letter from Chairman of, read in New-York Com- I Leiter from, to John Aver)', - - 476
mittee of SafetYJ - 330 Leiter to, from J. Warren, ~ -

1]77

Militia of, to be called out, - 362, 363 Letter to, from John Murray, - 1210
Militia of, to march immediate1y to cooperate with Ottawas, at the meeting of Indians at Niagara, - - 771

Generals Le.e and Gates, 365, 368 OUendorf, Mynheer N. D., Jetter to, from General
Attendance ofSoLlthern members of, in Convention, Woshington, - - 1034

requested) . 368 AppointfJd a brevet Captain, . 1565
Militia of, not (0 march farther south than Haver- Two months' pay advanced to, - 1565

straw, nor west than Ringwood, - 369 To put himseJf under the command of Genera1
Leuer to General Gates, re,lative to the marching of Washington, - - 1565

Militia of, - 373 Directed to raise an independent corps, - 1599

Ad\'ance for a Light~Horse in, . 240 To have the rank of Major, -
~ 1599

Committee of, requested to send carpenters and Payment to, for recruiting, - - 1602
masons to FishkiJl, - - 265 Antoine See]im appointed Cf1ptain in corps of, - 1604

Charge against two persons in, for aJtering Conti- OUer Creek, communication between Mount Inde-
nental currency, - 524 pendence and, not yet interrupted, - - 291

.Letter from Supervisors of, to [he Con\<entjon, - 657 Oucanastota, Cherokee CLieC tre<Jty concluded withJ 902
Certificate to Committee of Oxford in, - - 753 Outhout, Henry, appointed to purcbase clothing, 233
An account of the Precinct of Haverstraw against Letter to, from New~York Committee of Safety, - 316

the Convention for sundries, - 896 Letter from I to New-YorkConventionJ- - 796
Forcible seizure of salt in, - - 10,tO Outwater, Lieutennnt Daniel, . - 219
Militia. of, to be in readiness to march at a moment's Outwater, Thomas, member of Ne.w-York Convention, 303

notice, - 1060 Summoned to attend in Committee of Saf{::tyimme-
Distresses in! from the enemy and the Tories, - 1123, 1140 diately, - - 303
Proceedings of Committee to call out Militia of, - 1126 Reporled to have decJined attending in Committee
Letter from one of the" Commissioners for securing of Safety any Jonger, - 368

the estates of refuge.es in, - -
~ ~ 1248 Clerk of Orange County Committee, - ~ 658

General Clinton recommends that one ha]f of the O\'eraJls, Committee of Massachusetts to procure ten
Militia of, be dismissed, . - 1347 thousand pair for the Army, - 424

Orange-To"'D, troops sent to protect, - 36fi Owen, William, plymcnt to, in full for aJl accounts, - 388
Regiment of ColoneJ Allison to move to, -1262 Owens, Jos., payment to, for use of ox-~a"rr and teamJ 274

Oreui, Lieutenant So]omon, taken prisoner on Long- Ox-carts, impressment of, authorized in New-Yorl{, - 264
Island, - 715 Oxenj impressment of, authorized in Connecticut, - 453

Oed, George!master of the ship Lady Catharine, . 1563
Orders, Ge"neral, Northern Army, ~ 527, 875 P.

General, of GeneraJ 1Vashington, .
_

544, 639 Paca, William, member of l\laryJand Convention, 83
Of Gcneral1Vashington to GeneralDickinson, Gen- To inform Chaplajn of his ejection, 88

eral Ewing, and Colonel Cadwalader, -1184,1185 On Committee to prepare form of Government, 91
General, of General Putnam, ~ 1180, 1200) 1214 On Committee on prizes, 91
English, extract fi'om books of, found in New- On Committee on Re\'. John Scott, 91

Jersey, -
~ 1188 On Committee of Elections) 95

Orders in Council, EngJand, -
_ 773, 1306 Ou Commiuee on Non-Association, - 107

Ordnance, Return of, at Fort Constitution,
_

711 On Committee to prepare scheme for emitting bills
Return of, takelt by the British Army, - . 1058 of credit, .. 115
A ca1cu]ation of, wanted [or the Northern Army, On Committee on resolutions of Congress, - ~ 116

(nole,) -
_

1590 Motions by, in Convention, 86,95, 106, 116, 122, ]25
Ore, iron, Committee of J\IassachuseUs to iJJquire for, 425 Leave of absence from Convention, - 122
Orne, Aaron, on Committeeon paper currency,

_
772 Delegate to Continental Cougress, - 179

Orne, Azor, IeHer from, to Thomas Cushing,
_ _

1268 Arrival of, at Philadelphia, ~ . 788
Orne~ Colone], on" Committee to oppoint Captains Letter from, to Council of Safety, - 1094

and subalterns of three Battalions,
_ _ _

414 Letter to, from Amos T~y]or, - 12-14
On Committee on memorial of Messrs. Fanuejl and Credentials of; - 1575

others/ ~ 1045 On Committee to go to Head-Quarters, . 1579
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PackeT,Surgeon\ position of, in case ofactioD, .. 530 Papers, pub]i~k, Pennsy!vanja, order for removal of,.. 187
Packro\\', John, Sout.h-Carolina, .. 1534 PapJey, CaptalU John, lettcr to, from Cresar Rodney,.. 492

Paddock, Isaac, letter from, read in NewRYork Com- Paramus, arrival of Colonel Vose at, .. - .. 1219

mittee of Safety. .. 231 General Heath intends to move to, .. 1235
Paddock, Jon'n, to pUTr,hase dothing for the Army, .. 233 Letter from Colonel Hay to commanding officer nt, 123~
Pacre, Ambrose, member of the CoullcH of War, of Letters from General George Clinton, at, ..1261, 134;o

Rhode-Island... .. .. .. .. .. .. 1208 General Heath's Hend-Quarters at, .. 1277
Page, Captain, m~mber ofa Court-Martial, .- 520 Letters from General Heath at, 1298, 1299, 1344
Page, John, Jodge of Election, Maryland, 8..&),133, 174 Pardon, petition for, to Maryland Assembly, - 114
Page, William, on Commiuee from Ma6sachuseUs to Governour of Maryland empowered to grant, - 169

go to camp at Tjeonderoga, .. .. - 399, 495 Offered by the proclamalion of Lord and General
Pain,Captain~memberofa Court-Martial,934,1084,1097 Howe,.. - .. - - - - - 928
Paine, Captain Brinton, Colonel Graham's Regiment, 297 Genera] Howe expected to publish proclamation of, 1095

Letter from, to General Heath, - 1219 Paris, Isaac, and others, memorial of, to New-York
Return of Company of, - 683 Convention, .. 228
Instructions to, for recrniting, - 814 Chairman of the Committee of Tryon County, letter

Paine, Lieutenant, a number of prisoners sent to Gen- from, read in Nt!w- York Council of Safety, - 335
eral Heath under the care of, - - 1124 Leller from, to New~YorkConvenlion, - 665

Paine, M~.ior, assistant to Colonel Ba!dwin, Engineer, 529 Paris~ Mr., member of New-York Convention, from
Paine, Robert Treat~ delegate in Congress from Mas- Tryon County, .. 220

sachusetts, on Committee of clothing, - 248 Parish Taxes, in first parish of Falmouth, resolve of
011 Committee on appea]s against sentences of Massachusetts respecting, - 386

Courts of Admiralty, - - - -1563, 1585 Parker, Captain, tried by a Court.Martial for disobe~
On Committee on plan of an artiJlery yard, - - 1591 dience of ori/ers, and acquitted, - 534

On Committee on Cavalry, - ..1593 Parker, Captain, British Navy, service assigned to, - 816
Painter, Captain Elisha, memorial of, to Congress, - 1136 Return of killed and wounded, furnished by, - 818

Certificate or Gile::>Gaylord to character of, - - 1136 Piuker, James, Tory, committed to IJrison at Exeter, - 687
PaJfrey, Lieutenant~Colonel tViJliam, Paymaster-Gen- Parker, John, member. of the Legis!ative Council,

eral, lelter from, to General Washington, - - 742 SOllth-Carohna, 4
Letter to, from General WashingtOn, .. .. 750 Parkerj John, appointed Captain, Connecticut, - 458
Letter to, from R. H. Harrison, - - B05, 1258 Parker, Jordan, and James McCohb, petition of, to
Letter from, to General Heath, - 1260 Massachusetts General Court, - .. 389
Has joined the Army! - - 1276 Parker, JOt5eph, proposed instructions to, - .. 59B

Letter ta, from General Heath! .. 1431 Parker, Luc.y, payment to, for losses at Lexington or
Five hundred thousand dollars sent to, - - 1580 Bunl,er's Hill) - - 408

Pallas, British frigate, convoy, - - .. 637 Parker, Commodore Sir Peterj allusions to, in House
Palliser, Sir Hugh, speech of, in the House of Com- of Commons, - - 996,.1003

mons, on Na\'Y estimates, - .. 1019 Sailing of a fleet under, .. - - - - 1038

Palmer, Brigadier, to give direc.tions for casting cannon, 425 In command of the fleet in the expe~ion to Rhode-
Letter from, to John Avery, - - 684 Island, - 1145
On CommitteeofMassachusettsHouse of Represent- Letter from, to Mr. St€phens, Secretary to the Ad-

atives, on memorial of M~ssrs. Fauueil and others, 1045 mirahy,.. - 117.5
Palmer, Captain, arrival of, from MarsaiJles, - - 1253 Parker, Captain Robert, of privateer McClary, a prize

Palmer, CoJoneJ, on Committee to examine papers of

I

taken bYI - - - ~ ~ - ~ 537
Governour Hutchinson, - - a - - 759 PHot of a tender, taken from the enemYj - - 1455

Palmer, Jonathan, appointed First Lieutenant, Con- Parkerl Ruth, allowance to, for losses sustained by her
necticutj.. - .. - - a - .. 458 husbandon BlinkerHill,- - - - - 416

Palmer, Joseph, member ofSouth~Carolina Assembly, 22 Parker, Timothy, and others, prisoners in a prison ship,
Palmer, Mr.; permitted by Connectieut Council of letter froIDI to Governonr Trumbull, - - - 1138

Safety to return home on puro]e, - 1321 Parker, \Yi1!iam, mernberofSouth~Carolina Assembly, 54
Palmer, NethaneaJ, gone to join the Ministerial Army, Parker, \VilJiamj New.Hampshire, - - 1419

account of tbe effects left by, .. - 1100 Parks, Lieutenant Jonas, Colonel Graham's Regiment, 219
Pa1rner, Philip, sent to Fishkin under guard, - 230 Parks, MAjor, memher of New-York Convention, from

Parole of, - - 1452 Ulster County, - 201
PaJmer,Stephen, appointed First Lieutenant, Connec~ On Committee on poor of city of New-York, - 218

tieut, - 458 Added to Committeeon obtaining intelljgence from
Palmer, Colonel Tbomasj allowance to, for expenses Alb:my, - - - .. - - - - 278

in transporting cannon! - - 236 On Committee to report on prices of linen, - - 309
A superintendent for ert;:cting fortifications in the Parks, Major Warham, appointed Major in the new

Highla.nds, - 26q arrangement, - - 712, 1084
Certitic.aleof,recommendingexemptionofMr. Can,;. Parliament, British, proceedintJ'sin, on measures re-

cadden's son from military duty, - 1280 Jating to Americal -
~.. ..

- .. 961-102Q
Palmerstone, Lord, speech of, in the House of Com- Parnham)Johnj member of Maryland Convention, for

mons, on the Navy est.imaies, - - 1018 Charles County, 83
Papaconck, inhabitants of, In great fear of a rupture On Committee on Non-Association, - 107

with the Indians, ~ - 214 Motions by, in Convention, - -88j 113,123, 135, 179
Letter from inhahitants of, - - 215 Leave of absence from Convention, 95, 126

Paper, Maryland Council of Safety to provide, for Letter from, to Council of Safety, - .. 613
printltlg money, - 113 Paro!e, Canada prisoners to be sent on shore on 203

Sent from Ph;!adeJphia to Baltimore for printing Blank, Major Lockwood furnished with,
,

- 257
bills of credit, - - - - - - - 788 Violation of, ,bySamuel Cox and others, 273

Writing, taken in a prize ship, - 800

I

'

Of James Auchmuty, John Simpson, and WiJliam
Lieutenant Robinson, on sloop of war Indepen- McDermott, - 273

deuce, l~as.none to write a letter on, - 1241 Of certain pr!soners, Committee of Salem ask for
For comr~uswms, payment for, ~ 1567 orders reJau\'e to,

- 421
Paper M~ney, issue of, in South-Carolina, 69, To be tendered to John Couset Piers, - 439

StOresIrnport~d by Maryland to be paid for.in, - 133 Of Lieutenant Whjtworth, of Roger~'s Rangers, 594
Conference 01 New-England States respectll1g, re- Vio]ation of, by Britjsh prisouersj - - . .. 698

commended by Massachusetts, - .. - - 772 Sundry prisoners in Pre.ston, Connecticut, permit_
Connecticut dec!ines to meet in conference of ted to visit th€ir homes on, - - -

_
703

New-Ellgland Stutes on, -
.. 845 Of Frederick Philips, - 864

MassachusBtts :esQlves to proc€ed upon the confer- Of prisoners permitted to go from COlJnecticlit
'0ence respectmgj - 846 Lona--Is]and, -
_

1113
Con?itional ad of Rbode~Island appointing a Com-

8651

or DaI~ie]Kissam,Jun., and fourteen others, - - 1143
mJttee to treat about, Violated by an American Ensign, 1151

Delegates from Ma::;sachu~elt8not to proceed upon Major Wells and Colonel Miles on, _
1193

the confere,nce respectmg, - ~,- - 1104 To be gi\'cn by certain prisoners in Connecticut, 1208
New-Hampslme Assembly fearfuJ of makmg more, 1.223 Of MiJes Shel'brookej ~

-
.

- -
_

1320

..
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Parole- Continued. Patterson, Captain, Maryland,.. M 1290
Of Alexander Wallace, .. 1320 Patterson, Captain, assistant to Colonel Pallisier, Engi-
Sundry persons admitted to, by Connecticut Coun& neer) .. 529

ciI of Safety,.. .. ~ .. 1321, 1421, 1422 Patterson, Captain, Colonel Dayton's Regiment, pro-
Of Benjamin Whitehead, Richard Betts, and George ceedings of Court-lVlartial on, approved by Gen-

Hewlett .. .. 1355 eral Washington, .. .. .. .. .. 465,548
Of Isaac dorsa and others, .. .. 1390 Acquittal of, published in General Orders, .. 876
Of Hugh Wallace and others, .. 1391 Patterson, Colonel, state of Regiment of, .. .. 744
Of John Munro, .. .. 1391 Letter to, from Cresar Rodney, .. 745
Petition of Thomas SJaterfor, .. 1398 Regiment of, to embark at Lake George as soon as
Claimof Dona]d MeLeod to be admitte.dto, on the boats can be provided, ~ 878

same terms as others of the King's officers, - 1398 Regiment of, to arrive at Goshen, .1124, 1125
Of Joseph Readej .. 1411 Colonel Moylan sent to push on the Regiment of, 1233
Of Terence McDermott, . 1422 Patterson, Colonel John, letter. to, from Colonel
Of Stephen De' Lancey, . 1434 Trnmbull, - 624
Of Philip Palmer, - 1452 Patterson, John" Adjutant Firs't Pennsylvania Regi-

Parr, Captain, Return of Company of, .. 921 ment, - 1122
Parr, Mr., publick papers in hands of, to be removed, 187 Patterson, William, prisoner, - - 273
Parrish, Captainj Return of Company of, - - 921 Patterson, William,Tory, taken prisoner by a scouting
Parritt, Ensign, assistant to Colonel Baldwin, Engi~ party, .. 932

neer, - 529 Patterson, Captain \VilJiam, supplied with sundry
Partridge, George, on Committee from Massaehusetts necessaries for the schooner Dolphin, - 818

to go to camp at New-York for forming new Army, 399 Patton, John, payment to, for shot, ~ . 186
Appointed to wait on Congress, - 494, 496 Palton, Robert, paYBlent to, for bar-iron, . . 187
Sundry resolves of Massacbus6tts laid before Con- Patton, Robert, payment to, for his services as roes-

gressby,- - 614 senger,- - 1603
Return of, from Congress to North-Castle, - - 711 Appointed doorkeeper to Congress, - 1609

Parsons, Hezekiah, appointed Captain, Connecticut,- 458 Paulding, Colonel L., account of lead and ball, &.co,
Parsons, General Samuel HoJden, stationed at the delivered to, -

_ 2]3
Saw-Pitts, - 493 Paulding, William, letter from, read in New-York

Return of Brigade of, - 499, 621, 833 Commiuee of Safety, . 242
At a Council of War, - - 543 Paulding, William, Commissary,witness on the trial
Return of kilJedjtaken, and missing, in Brigade of, 719 of Assi.stant-CommissaryCoombs, - 520
Position of Brigade of, - - 751 Paupers, not to be taxed jn Maryland, - 144
Leave granted to, to attend the Governour and PawJing, Albert, BrigadewMajor,recommended by

Council of Connecticut, - - 751 General Heath, . 682
The leave granted to, by General Heath, approved, - 779 Recommended by General George Clinton,

-
_

683
Orders ta, - - 1140 Return of casualties in General Clinton's Brjgade,
Brigade of, orderA to return to PeekskjIJ, - 1243, 1246 signed by, - 721
Five Regiments of Brigade of, to be paid off at Letter from, to Colonel Dubois, . - 1236

Peekskm, - 1431 P8.wl~y, George, leave of absence from South-Carolina
Letter from, laid before Congress, - 1561 Assembly, 62

Parsom, Second Ljeutenant~ Adjutant, dead, - - 876 Pawling, Colonel Levi, Return of Regiment of, 499, 505j 791
Parsons, Lieutenant~Colonel MarlShfd, letter to, from Number of musket cartridges and flints delivered to, 679

Lieutenant Hurlbut, - - 1303 President of a Court-Martial,
_

700
Letters from, to Governour TmmbuIJ, ~ - 1409, 1410 President of a Court-Martial, _

769
Parsons, Natnan, appointed First Lieutenant, Connec- Pay, of deputies from Maryland in Congress, _

~ 118
ticut, - 458 Of electors of the Senate, Marvland,

_
164

Pascali, Colonel, Pennsylvania, - 200 Of Brigadier~General of Maryland,
_

177
Passamaquodia Chief, letter from General Washingtun Of officers of armed boats of Pennsylvania, -

_
191

to, - - 1403 Of Pennsylvania fleet, Committee to revise and fix, 192
Pa.3ses, resolutions of New-York Committee of Safety Of CQmp,mies raised in Albany and Dulchess

to remedy abuses in granting, - - 300 Counties, New-York,
_

232
For Gysbert Osterhout, .. 784 Of officersand soldiers ofC01lll€cticut increased, - 45]
For Lady Johnson, to go to FishkiJl, - - 1]58 The troops returned from Canada ca]] aloud 10r, - 1240
For Mrs. Bruce, to go to Fjshkill, - 1174 Tab1es of, which General Washington wiH recom-
To New-York} application of Lady Johnson and mend to Congress for a Regjment of Cavalry, - 1244

1\lrs. Bruce for, - 1236 Remarks of Colonel Wood on complaints of Penn-
Requested for exchanged prisoners to go from New- sylvania soldiers respecting, - 1358

York to Canada, ~ - - .. - .. 1463 Remarks ofColonelWayneoncompJilints of Penn-
For FeJixPowell, - 1517 sylvaniarespecting,~ _

1359
To pilot-boat, to pass Forts Johnson and Moultrie, 1537 Of the staff and Army,. _

]505
Patch, Captain, member of a Court~Martia], . 1346 Of troops, Committee to make inquiry respecting,. 1579
Paterson, Captain, arrival of, at Esopus, - - 1192 Paymasters, the most pointed instructions absoluteJy
Paterson, John, Collector of Philadelphia, letter to, necessary for,

-
_

1161
from Phil. Livingston, brought from New-York Payne, Edward, appointed Seconod Lieutenant, Con..
bya flag, - - . - - - .. 368 necticut,- . 458

Pater Patrire, Dr. Franklin called, by Arthur Lee, .. 1368 Payne, Ensign, First Virginia Recrjrnent, on commandj 516
Patowmack River, sole jurisdiction over, claimed by Pay-Rolls, form of attesting, Ne~~York,

-
_

320Virginia, - - - ~ - . ~ _
133 Suudry, presented to New-York Convention for

Right of Virginja to sale jurisdiction of, denied by payment, 329, 354, 361, 371

.Marj]and, - - - ~ - 134 Payson, James, and others, petition of, to Massachu-
PatTlck,Henry, member of SOtJth-CarohnaAssemblY1 25 setts General Court, -

_
406

On Committee on President's Message, - - 66 Peabody, Isaac, deposition of, referred to Committee
Patrick, Joseph, said to have orders to seize vessels," 430 on Conspiracies,

~ 267
Deportment an~ character of, said tQ render him Deposition of, referred to the Committee appointed

b:~ow the notice of the Assembly, - 434 to repair to Albany, - . .. _ _
267

P~tttlOn ~ to the General Court of Massachusetts, 437 Deposition of, respecting ToriesJ -
_

584Patnck, Samu~J, a copy of General SchuyJer's letter Peace, Maryland delegates in Congress authorized to
for procuring fifty stoves sent to, - - . 305 concur in concluding,

- -
_ _

. 179
Engages to deliver fifty stoves in three weeks,

- 308 Peacock, Lieutenant, (British,) prisoner, not to be
To have latches and lunges made for sto\'es,

- ~ 32..5 permiued to pass through the Army, _
1070Patten, Mr., witness on trial of Captain Gerri8h, - 497 Payment of allowance of, _

1595Patten, l\hjor, .Return of Regiment of, ~
-

_
499 reale, Saint George, signer of biJIs of cr~dit, Mary.

Patterson, AdJutant-General, (British,) at General land, - - - -
_ .. . _

176
Howe's ~ead.9.u::trters,. - - - - .. 858 Pearce, D::nid, and others, petition o~ to Mass«chu-

Account ofmtervJew of, with General Washinrrton selts Council
-

_
403read in Parliament,. - -

_ _1::1: 1000 i Pearce, Captain J~b, prize taken by, 512
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Pearis, Richard, memorial of, to South-Carolina As- Pendleton, John, Clerk of Virginia Senate, 808, 1271,1357
semblYI

_
3 Pendleton, Lieutenant, belongs to the State orCon-

Papers relative to destroying property of, communi- nee tic at, - - 552
c«ted t9 South~Caro]ina Assembly, - 37 Pendleton, Nathan, IIn order of the Governour of Con-

Report on petition o~,
_

42 uecticut in favour of, - 704
Report on petition of, agreed to, - 46 Pendleton, Mr., (Virginia,) credentials of George Gib-

Pearis,Robert,petitionof,toSoutb-CarolinaAssembly, 49 son sio'nedby - - - - - - - 746
Report on petition of, - 56 Penet, Mr~, intelligence communir,ated by, to Dr.

Pearl, Captain Timothy, notified to meet in Con nee- Franklin, - 1117
licut Assembly, - 666 Penet &. Son, merchants at Bordeaux, letter to, from

Pearson, Thomas, to be confined in jail,
_

- 469 Massachusetts Board of War, - - 1065
Peas, one thousand bushels of, to be purchased for1 Penitt, Peter, appointed Captain, Connecticut, - - 458

the Army, - 299 Pennsylvania-
Embargo laid on, in Connecticut, - 593 Quota assigned to, for the nf1WArmy, - - 210
Takeri in a prize ship, - - 824 Proceedings in Chester County respecting Consti-

Pease, Captain Ephraim, on Committee for procuring tution, -. 463
arms, .. 454 Proceedings in Philadelphia respecting Constitution, 483

PecKJ William, Aid-de-Camp to General SpencerJ - 939 Defen~e'es8 state ofJ a matter of muon concern to
Letter fromJ to General Heath, - 1109 Gener31 Washington, - 510

Peden, Hugh, receipt for blankets, .. - 1331 Letter fmm Board of War to Associators of, .. .. 670
Peekskilll Militia of Ulster and Orange Counties to be List of officers of, who were upon York-Island when

sent to
_ _ _

-
_

.
- 237 239 the engagement began near Mount WashingtonJ 729

Lev1esrai~ed in Orange County, to march to, ~ ' 242 Disaffectiun daily incn~a~ing in, - - 812
Troops at, to remain there till further orders, - 250 A Continental ship to be built in, - 827
Committee to provide quarters for the troops _at, .. 2,j1 All the troops in lhe Northern Department belong-
Vesseb to be prmrjded to transport troops tOJ

_
252 ing tOJ ordered to join General WashingtonJ - 855

Pickaxes) &c.) to be impressed for works at," - 261 Second BattalionJ promotions in) - - 876
Joseph Traverse to receive flour at, - 264 First Battalion, to embark for Fort George, - - 877
Wheat scnt to Colonel Van Cortlandt's MiJis at, - 269 Fourth BllttaEonof, commanded by Colonel Wayne, 877
No sheet iron at, .. 312 Address of Epaminondas to the people of, - - 917
Colonel Tash'~ Regiment of New-Hampshire Mili- Troops from, deserting in great numhen~, - 920

tia at, - 325 Accounts of reinforcements from, very encouraging, ]027
General Lee's division at, - 348 Tillie of troops of, at Ticonderoga, expires on the
Councils of war at, 663J 751 fifth of January, - 1031
Office of the Paymflster-Generftl at, -

74;Z Resolution of Congress respecting troops of, anti-
Account of flour at, . 752 cipated by Genenl Schuyler, .. .. 1062
Three Brigades of troops at, - 769 Militia of, have not appeared, except from Philadel-
Dr. Morgan proposes that a general hospital be phia, - 1107

fitted up at, - 781 Return of First Regiment of Foot of, - - 1122
Stores to he removed tOJ - 790 Address of Congress to the jnhabitants of, - - 1149
Glover's Brigade ordered to, - 822 Not stirring to save their own capita], - .. 1186
General Heath's head-quarters atJ - 1039 Too many of the Militia o~ remain in a state of
Colonel Nicoll commanding officerat, .. - 1204 supineness and infatuation, - 1199
General Heath ordered back to. . - 1215 People of, have manifested too smaU a regard to their
Iatention of Washington changed, of ordering Gen. rights and liberties, - - 1215

eral Heath back tOJ .. - 1215 General Armstrong sent by General Washington to
Gcneral Heath ordered to return to, -1246, 1299 inspirit the Militia in, .. 1228
Moncy to be forwarded to, by Colonel Sheldon, .. 1258 Militia of a part of, exult at the approa'ch of Ihe
Letter of Commissary Hughes from, - 1299 enemYJ - .. 1232
Enemy talk of making a movement to,. .. 1344 Militia of easlern parts of, turning out with proper
l\fajor H~ghes thinks It few enterprising men might spirit, .. 1245

seize, with ease, .. 1366 Apprehensions of General Washington from defec-
Inlistments of all the men at, expire on the last of tion of, ~ - 1275, 1419

Decemoer, ~ 1366 All the back .counties near Philadelphia in motion, 1308
General Healh marched for, - - 1378 Address of meeting of sufferings of Quakers for, - 1309
Gencral Heath returned to, - - 1405 Militia o~ do not give as much assistance as they
Leiters of Geoeral Heath from, 1430, 1431, 1464, 1491 are able, - - 1339
Court.l\fartial at, - - 1432 But few succours belonging to, have come in) - 1364
Letter of HU17hH\.1\Jhesfrom, - 1475 Address by the Cormcil of Safety to the inhabitants
Genera] McDougall intends setting o-fffor,. .. 1490 of, .. .. 1375

Peerage of ScotiandJ allusion to, in House of Com- Address of the Assembly to the inhabitants of, - 1399
monsJ - 997 A magazine and elaboratory to be erected in, - 1457

Peers, Lieutenant John Cousett, prisoner, Committee List of delinquent Associators in, - . 1472
of Salem ask for orders relative to, - - 421 One seventy-four gun shipJ one urig, a.nd a patket.

To be ,."ched, - - 439 boat to be built in, - - 1578
Pegues, Mr., Soutb-Carolina Assembly, on Committee Magazines of provisions to be estabHshed in, - 1608

to arrange electionsJ 21 Pennsylvania Armed Boats-
On Committee on President's Messaae, 22 Men belonging tOJ tuken by Continental vessels, - 183
On Committee to wait on the Presid~nt, 19 Payments for repairing, .. 188

Peirce, Captain Hardy, killed by accidenl, - 800 One to be stationed at Gloucester PointJ - 189
Peirce, Major Isaac, Aid-de-Camp to General Gate.5, Pay of officers o~ .. 191

letter from, to Captain Geers, - . - - 526 Payment for bocttswain's calls for, - 193
fnteJligence received iromJ ~ .. 1128 Congress, -

_
189

Sent to Goshen to direct the march of certain RcO'i- Convention, 183, 184, 188, 191j 192
ments, . b.

1190 DelawareJ.. 189, 190, 192, 193,201
Pelissier, Christopher, Engineer) to have direction of Franklin, - 193,-194

the works at Mount Independence, - .. 529 Montgomery, 184, 187, 190
Orders tOJ - .. 531 Pennsylvania Assembly--
Permitted to go to Congress,

_
1497 Memorial. to be presented to, on refusal of Conti~

Pelll Dr., escape of, from the enemy, .. 1070 nental currency, .. 188
Pelletier, J., le.tter from, to Mary/ami Council of Safety, 739 Interview ofa Gommittee of Congress with members
Pelton) Captam, member of a Court-Martial, 488, 496, 6.54 of, - - ~ - - - - - - 195

Does not an.s~er Colon~1 Weissenfel'g expectation, 1041 Members o~ at a town-meeting in Philadelphia, - 890
Pemberton, Wilham,permitted to visithomeon parole, 703 Recommendation to, to appoint a Dictator for three
Penalties, in Maryland, dispositi-on of,

- 172 or six months, -
_

1107
Pendergrast, Martin, payment to, for iron work, - 193

1

Address of, to the inhabitants of the StateJ - 1399
Pendleton, Edm., Speaker of Virginia House of Dele~ Extract of a letter froro General Mercer sent to, by

gatesJ 1287 Congre:!!s,- - - . - - - 1579
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Pennsylvania Assembly- Cont'inued. Pennsylvania Regiments- Continued.
Re.quei5ted by Congress to take measures against E!e\'enth, Captains appointed, . 188

monopo]ie~1 . 1582 Two thousand dollars for recruiting, - - 201
Reql1ested to send brass field-pieces to General CompalJY officers, . - 617

""~a5hington,
_

- 1583 Twelfth, Paymaster appointed, . - . 188

Board of \Vae to confer with a Committee of, - 1594 Company officers, - - 617

Requested to appoint a Committee to rnake a tour Field-officers for twelve, - 616

with General Mifflin,
_

- - - - 1603 In Northern Army, in]istment of, expired, - - 770

Pennsylvania Commissioners of Arrangement, letter Pennel, Joseph, Assistant-Commissary, - - 1511
to, from Gen~ml Washington, - - 546 Penn}'~Town, enemy at,. , - 1185

Pennsylvania COIH'ention, payment for printing min~ Enemy scattered two or three miles around, ~ - 1189
utes o~

_
- 190 The enemy movedfrom, to Princetown, ~ 1232

Pennsylvania Council of Safety- Penobscot River, guard aD, placed under the command
Proceedings of,

_ 181-202,556, 12."i5 of Colonel Brewer,. . . - - . 390
Requested by Congress to order artillery to Fort Penrosej J aseph, Colonel of Tenth Pennsylvania Bat-

Montgomery,
_

- 209 talion, - 198
Addreiis of, to freemen of Philadelphia. - - 809 Payment to, for recruiting expenses, - 200
Members o~ at a town-meeting in Phitadelphia, - 890 Engaged ~n a s~irmish, - - - 602

Circular of,
_

- 1135 Is ad\'ancwg with about five hundred men, - .. 1460

NQtice o~ to officers of Militia, - .. 1200 Advance to, by Congress, ~ .. 1591

Account of the action at Trenton published by, - 1442 PensaGola, resoliItion of Congress respecting, - - 1618
Board of War to confer with, res.pecting defence of Pensions~ to woun<led soldiers, South-Carolina, 75

Philadelphia,
_

- 1566, 1570, Rewlve of Massachusetts relative to, .. 411
Memorial of Azariah Dunham referred to, by Con- \ Granted to John Robbins by l\1assaehmetts, - - 436

gress,
_ .. - - - - - - 1568 IPeople, rights of, ass~rted in Maryland Declaration of

Requested to supply E. Blaine and others with salt, 1570 I Rights) - - - - - - - .. 144

Marine Committee to apply to, for shot, -
~ 1571' Address of Continelltal Congress tOI ~ - 1149

Committee of Congress to confer with, respecting Perce) Captain, member of Court-Martial, .. 934
salt, - 1570 Percival, Captain Timo., taken prisoner on Long..

Forty thousand dollars advanced to, by Congress, 1573 Island,.. ~ - - - -
~

- 716
Extract of a letter from General Mercer sent 10, by Percy, Lieutenant-~eneral Eurll engaged in attack

Congress, - 1579 on Fort Washmgtun, (note,) - - 707,856,924

One hundred thommnd dollars advanced to, by Con- In the Jines near Haerlem, - .. 922
gress, ~ 1579 Second in commanu of an enterprise, against

Requested to call forth the AS50ciators of certain Rhode-Island, .. -
..

- -
840j 926, 1145

Counties for sbe weeks, ~ - 1581 Perigo, Nathan, remission of fine set upon, .. 180
Advance to, by Congress, - - 1581 Perl{in~, Captain, Colonel CogswelFs Regimen,t, Re.
Requested to collect blankets and stockings for the turn of Company of, - - .. .. .. 475

Army, .. 1583 Perkins, Ebenezer, appointed Second Lieutenant,
Requested to have eight carriages.for fie1d-pieces got C0l1necticut, . ~ 459

ready, .. 1594 Perkins, Jabez, to assist in removing stores from New.
Requested to urge the AssociatOrs forthwith to London, - - - - .. - - ..1103

march, .. 1596 Perkins, Captain Jacob, Connecticut, Return of Com..
Requested to furnish the Wagon master-General with I panyo~.. .. .. - .. - .. .. 475

one thousand wagons) - - - - - 1596

1

Perkins, Captain John, Connecticut, Return of Com..
One hundred thousand dol1ars advanced (0, by Con- panyof,.. ~

-
.. ~ ~,

- - 475
gress, -

..
- -

. .. .. .. 1600
1

Perkins, John, payment to, for wages and for Josses
To suspend procuring wagons,. ~ -

.. 1601 I on Bunker HiJl] ~ - .. - - - 401
Requested to assist in removing Continental stores Perkins, LemueJ, mariner, petition of, to Coullcil of

from Philadelphia, - - 1602 Massachusetts, - 405
Uongressrecommelld to, to take offal1 restraint upon Order for discharge of, - 405

the price of salt, - 1602 Perkins, W<tJter, commissioned Lieutenant, ~ 398
Requested to aid General Putnam, ~ 1603 Perquisites, Chancellor and Judges ought not to Ie-
Fifty thousand donars advanced to, - 1605 I ceive, Maryland, .. ~ ~ - - . 145
Letters from, read in Congress, -

_ 1610, 1611 : Perry, Hayes &.SherbrO-oke,commercial house of, - 1098
Two hundred thousand dollars advanced to, - - 1610 Perry, Captain James, recommendation of, .. 1277
Requested to take measures for punishing all who Perry, Lieutenant Rufus, tried and convicled by a

refuse the Continental currency, . - - 1613 Court-Martial,- - - - - - - 528
Letters from, to- Perry, Sylvanu!:!, appointed Second Lieutenant, Con-

Boord of War, 672, 698 , necticut, - - 459
Lancaster CommitteeJ - 672, Perry, William, Judge of Election, Talbot County,

705, 777,837,917, 1511, 1512 Maryland, . . - - - . . 174
Commanding officers of Militia, - 706,829,1033 Signer of bills of credit, - 176
President of Congress, ~ 777, Persen:rance, on the probability of succeeding in the

1308, 1357, 1358, 1440, 1441 war, . 1393
General Washington, -1135, Peter, Lewis, payment tOj fur bricks, - 810

1181, 1199, 1214, 1229, 1254, 1272, 1310 Committee to report on bricks delivered by, - - 854
William Atlee, - 1200 Peter, Robert, communication of, to Maryland Conven-
Robert Morris! ..1460 tion reJ.1tive to Patowmack ferry, - - 129

14etters to, from- Committee to take depositions relative to facts eOI1~
Edward Shippen and others, - 749 tained in letter of, .. - .. 140
President of Congress, - 776,1438: Peters, Captain Andrew, Judge-Advocate of a Court-
Board ofWar,,- . 778 i Martial, - - - - . - 488,496,654
General Washmgton, - 1152, Peters I Major Andrew, Massachusetts, appointed Ma-

, 1232, 1245, 1258, 1294, 1361 jor in the new arrangement, - - . 712, 1084
Henry Fisher, - ~ 1181 Peters, C~ptain, to go from Philadelphia to Baltimore, 1439
Colonel Wood, .. 1358 Pete,rs, Richard, re.f{uested ~o remain at Philadelphia, 1240
ColonelWayne, .. 1359 DIft~ctedto repan to BaltImoreas soon as pos8ilJle
Colon~1 Cad~alader, - 1441 1369, 1608

I)en~sylvanfa Regiments- Letter to, from R. DalJam, laid before Congress, - 1570
First, Return ?f, .. - 1122 Payment of draft on, - - - - - .. 1582
Second, appomtment of Ensign, - ~ 531 Letters from, to Maryland Council of Safety - 598 763
Sixth, Quartermaster and Ensjgu appointedl

-
~ 529 LeUer tal from Richard DalJamt ~ - ' - ' 662E!ghth, Paymaster appointed, ~.

_
..

_
18S

I

Letter to, from JAsper Yeates, 749
Nmth, p.ayments.on account o~ . .. 1901200 Letter to, from Colonel HatJssegger, 916

Capt~ms appomted, - 198, 199, 200 LeHer to, from Thomas Wharton, - 1094
Tenth, Captains appointed, . _. 198 (See BOftrd of War.)

Two thousand dollars for recruiting! - -200I Petition) right of, Maryland Declaration of Rigbts,
- 144



Petitions, of-
Mites Oakley to General Washington,. ~ . 620
Inhabitants of Charles City Counly to Virginia ,As-

sembly,
_

- 1092
Rohert R. \\T"addeJ[and Samuel Burling to Go\'ern-

ourTrumbull,
_ _

- . . - - 1354
Isaac Cnrsa to GovernotJrTrumbull, w 1390
Colonel Brow'n to General Gate~, - 1158
Captain Hamlen to General Heath, - 1449
John Grout to Committee of CharlestownJ New-

Hampshire, '- - 1455
(See ""[,mol'iaI8.)

Petitions to Continental Congress, of-
John Casey,
WilJiRffi Clowse, -
Joseph Cowperthwaite,
Peirce Hackett and others, -
Major Lamh,
Thomas Lowry, -
James l\1cCol1naughty,
Thomas Slater) -
Abraham Winent,

Petitions to MlJryland Convention, of-
Inhabitants of AnnapoJis, 95
Voters of Anile Arundel County, - 95
Inhabitants of Baltimore County, - - 180

Sherin' of Caroline County, .. - 109
Castle-Haven Company, 108, 110
Caplnin Chew's Company, - - 118
Basi! Clarkson, -

~ ]2.5

Ro\;ert Cowell and Nicholas Reilly, - 114
GCDTCJe and Willi~m Dashiell, . - . - 92
Tho;as Deale, Sheriffof Anne Arundel County, w 108
John Drnry and others, of St. George's Island, w 117
Sheriff of Frederick County, 91
Prisoners in Frederick County, 92, 108
Trustees of Poor of Frederick County, - 97, 110

John Games, - 460
Job Greene, . 108
Thomas Grey, - 114
Thomas Harwood, 89
Roger and John Jones, - 117
Freeholders of Kent County, 88
Robert Long, 94
Inhahiunts of Prince George's County, - 122
WiHiamRicb.ardson,- - 128
ThomasScott, - 117
Samuel Sharpe, - 97
Thomas Watkins and olhers, of Anne Arundel

County) -
Thomas Wilson, -

Petition to Maryland Council ofSa.fety-
Of Henry Ashfield,

Petitions to Massachusetts General Court, of-
Oliver AHen and others,
James Arnaud, late master of the ship Queen of

England,
'Josiah Batchelder, Jun.,

Selectmen of Beverly, -
Edward Brown, -
Lawrence R. Campbell, prisoner of war,
Patience Capen, -
CommiHee of Char]ton, .WorceElter County, ..
George Chjld,
John OJark,
Selectmen of Concord,
John CQulston, -
C{lmbedand County Committee, -
Number of Militia of Cumberland County, ..
Tristram Dalton and others, -
Committee of Deer-Island, -
Richard Derby, -
Officer!'>of schooner Diligent,
Josiah Ellis and others,
Nathaniel Farely and others,
Robert Farrah,
Benjamin Fosrer,
William Foster and Charles Sigourny, ~

Josiah Godfrey, -
Miles Greenwood,
Isaac Harper,
John Haney,
Adam Helme,
Indians,
Nathan Jones,
Thomas Jones and others! -
Daniel Knight, -
Committee oCMachias,

1805

-II'
_

'-

- 402
3S0, 419
- 415

- 428

- 380

- 1515

- 536

- 418

- 375
. 373

- 404

- 626

- 402
380, 445
429, 434

- 427

- 398

- 419

- 380

- 438

- 441

- 375_
420

- 409

- 408

- 422
. 377
- 807

- 433

- 379

- 388

- 442

INDEX. 1806

Petitions to Massachusetts General Court-Continued.
ColoneJ Marshall's Regiment, - 407
James McCobb and Jordan Parker, - 389
Timothy Mclhniell,

_
- 378

J ohl1 Mercer auu olhers, - 397
Philip Moore and Archibald Mercer, - 422
Moses Morse and Peter Werden, . ~ 444
Josiah Morton, keeper of PJymouth jail, - 390

Committee of Newburyport., ~ 376
Uriah Oakes and Witliam Shattuck, - 424
Samnel Allyne Olis, - 406
Josepb Patrick, -

~ 437
Elijah Freeman Payne, - 390

James Payson and others,
_ . 406

David Pearce and others, - 403
Lemuel Perkins, mariner, ~ 405
Stephen Rice flnd James Woods, - - 409
Committee of Salem,

_
- 421

Richard SiJvester,]ate custom-house officer, - - 395
Charles Sigourney and others, w 377
C!lptainNehemiah Somes,

w'
386,394

William Tobey,
_

- 423
Refugee Torie:;: in Plymouth' jaB, .. - 391
William mair Townsend, - 436
John Turner, - 415
Abraham and Isa;ah Wall,e!, - 403
Jacob Williams ijud others, - - 387
Nathaniel Whitaker, . - 401
Co]onel Josiah 'Whitney, - 417

Petitions to New- Yark Convention and Committee of
Safety, of-

General Herchl..eimar and others, -
Miles Sherbrool{e!
Alexander Stewart,
Alexander Wallace,
WiJliam Watkins and others, disaffected,
Westchester Connty, -

Petitions to South-Carolina Asaembly, of-
John Berwiek, - 26
Elizabeth Black, - 55
Prisoners in jaB at Charles~TowD, 57
Henry Drew, 49
Edward Fenwick, 18
\Villiam Hart, 23, 60
Thomas Lama.r, post-rider, ~ 75
Robert Pearis, 49
William Scott, Jun.,

_
3

John Thompson, ~
Richard Thompson, 43

92 John Vaochier, - 32
91 Pettibone, Captain Abe1, in Colonel Willis'sRegiment, 700

Member of a Court-Martial, - - 1346. 1421_1482 Peuibone, Samuel, appointed Second Lieutenant, Con-
neetkul,

_
- 459_

416 Pettit, Charles, New-Jersey, - - 1597
Pettus, John, appointed Captain of Virginia Artillery, 1594
Pew, Mr., to get ~eantJing for barracks, - - 916
Peyton, Captain, Third Virginia Regiment, Return of

Compaoy of, - - - - - - - 515
Phelps, CJHHles, at the head of a conspiracy, - - 1455
Phelps, Captain J ohu, on Committee for procuring

arms, - 454
Phelps, Mr., very busy in the affair of the New~Harnp-

shjre Grants, . . 504
Phelps, Noah, appointed Captain, Connecticut, - 458
Philadelphia-

SmRtI-poK among wagoners from, - 5
Preparations for defence of, ~ 187, .196
Militia urged to march to, immediately, . 189
Arms delivered to First Battalion of Militia of, - 189
Cannon taken from Slate-House at, to be proved, ~ 189
Arms delivered to Second Battalion of Militia of,., 190
Provi8ionmade in! for sick soldiers from the Army, 194
Proportion of salt allowed to, . - . - 195
Me~tjng ohhe field-officers of, - 197
Order for impressment of blankets and stockings in, 199
Proceedings ofa town-meetiug in, (note,) - - 199
Arms deJivered to Militia of, - 200
ReJief of poor passing through, 200
Teams to be provided to remove stQresfrom, 201
No yesse]s suffered to depa.rt from, - 202
Relief for needy families of Associators o~ - 202
Great confusion at, - 363, 366, 1069, 1180
John Paterson, colJector of, - 368
Iron to be imported by Massachusetts from, - - 425
Garrison orders to troops qnartered in, ~ .. 4£2
Proc~edings of a meeting of citizells of, 483, 598
Fleet frQm New-York thoug1Jt to be destined fOf, - 670

- 1509
- 1509_

698

- 1508
- 904
- 661
- 652
- 1398
- 1508

- 1353
- 1098
- 322
- 1099
- 269

- 371,1379
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Philadel phia- Continued.
Militia urged to march to, .. .. 673
Fears of an attack on) from a British fleet, removed, 706
Cmsar Rodney does not believe the enemy intend

attacking, .. 746
Prisoners for exchange not to pass through, .. .. 778
Information that the enemy intend to attack, .. 778
Meeting ofcitizens of,called byPennsylvaniaCoun-

cil of Safely, - - 869
Extract of a letter from, .. 821
General Howe direcfing his operations against, 829, 839
General Mifflinto reooainin, .. .. .. .. 852
Militia of, to be called out for six weeks, .. 853, 1581
Citizens of~addressed by General Mifflin, .. 890
Gene~al Howe proposes to attack, in the autumn

of 1777, - - - - - - - - 926
Genera) WashiI)gton satisfied that the enemy mean

to push to,
_

- - - - - 1026, 1027
Opinion of many in New-Yark that the King's troops

will take it without striking it bJow,. .. . 1028
General Schuyler expect5 soon to be at, . 1044
General Wa5hil1gton earnestiy looking for the rein-

forcement from, - 1054
A number of sick sent from the Army to, . 1071
Militia ofj turn out with great spirit, . 1071, 1215
General Lee capnol persuade himself tha;t (he en.

emy int-eud attacking, - 1122
General Washingtoll recommends lines and redoubts

for defence of. - . 1138

The utmost exertions will not be more than suffi.
cient to save, . .. 1153, 1166

All the StJlte prisoners to be removed from,. .. 1165
Congress will not quit, but in the last extremity, - 1165
Stores and sick to be removed from, - 1179
General Orders of G~neral Putnam at,.. - 1180, 1214
General Washington declines to pubJish the resolve

of Congress not to move from. ~ .. 1182
The IO:3Sof, will wound the hea.rt of every virtuous

Americ;tn, . 1183
Every tbin'g 'ought to be attempted for the preserva-

tionof, - - 1185
The cause almost depends on the salvation of, . 1186
Effo~ts to save vessels at, from falling into the hands

of the enemy, - - 1198
Fami]ies and effects moving from, .. 1199
Contradiction, in General Orders, of the report that

it is to be burned, .. 1200
Remal'k of Genera] Lee, tl1atun)ess it be set fire to,

al1 chance of liberty in any part of the globe is
forevervanisbed, - 1201

General Washington wiB make every possible op-
position to the further approach of the enemy
towards, - . 1201

Robert Morris hopes BornefavourabJeevent maysave, 1213
To be defended to the utmost eXlremity, 1216,1217, 1R06
Captain Alexander's Company sent to, ~ .. 1229
Removal of Congress from, is an invitation to the

enemy, - - 1230
Sudden removal of Congress froID, a matter of much

speculation, .. 1240
Old clothes contributed to the Army by the inhabit-

antsof, - - 1245
John Trumbull will not be surprised to hear th~t the

eqemy are in, - . 1247
Enemy have not yet laid aside their designs upon, 1258
Captain Cook on his way to, .. . - .. .. 1271
General Washington sees nothing to oppose the

attempt of General Howe on, a fortuight hence,
1275, 1310

Mili~ia of Frederick County! Maryland, preparing to
march to, - ~ . -

_
- - 1288

AdJrl:'ss of meeting of sufferjngs of Quakers held at, 1309
Impressmentofstoekingsand bJanketsauthorized in, 1310
Could any thing but the river Delaware have saved? 1311
General Howe'13 first design did not extend to, - 1316
Arrival ofsJoop Independence at, .1330,1331
Everybody but the Quakers removing from, . .. 1334
Nothing- can hinder the enemy from reachinO", ex..

cept General Washington i:i strongly reinf;rced, 1362
Will mOi3tassuredly fall a sacrifice, uQles8 the Militia

of the Province contribute largely to its defence, 1363
Congress approve General Washington's declining

to publish resolutions respecting not removing
from, . 1368

Cannot possibly be saved after the enemy cross the
Deiaware, .. . 1372

All orders of people in, except the Tories, i!itruck
with a panick, - - - - - - . 1397

INDEX. 1808

Philadelphia- Continued.
Improper and unsafe forCongress to remain in, 1417,1418
The enemydo not seem to entertajn the least doubt

of taking, ~ 1420

List of Associators who refused or neglected to
march to, . 1472

Extract of a letter from, .. 1486
Board of War to confer with PennsyJvaniaCouncil

of Safety on defence of, - . 1566, 1570
Plot among prisoners at, to effect an escape, .. 1577
ResoJution ofCongrest3 respectjng monopoJy of shoes

and stockings in, - 1582
PennsyJvania Council of Safety requested to assist

in removing Continental stores from, ~ 1602
Penusylvania Council of Safety requested to urge

the march of troops to,. .. ~ .. . 1602
Expresses to be sent to Maryland and Delaware to

urge Militia to march to defence of, ~ - 1603
Congress desire the roads aboveTrenton leading to,

to be watched, - ~ - - ~ .. 1604
Resolution of Congress not to remove from, - . 1605
Conti118ntal medicines to be removeu from, - - 1605
Provision to be made for burning the Continental

vessels, . . 1606
Sundry resolutions of Congress, respecting defence

of, - - 1606
Congress resolve to r..emovefromj - ...1606
Congress highJy approve Robert Morri8's plan of

fining the Continental frigates at (or sea, - - 1608
Philadelphia County- '

Order respecting salt for, - 202
Money di:stributed amoug needy families of Asso.

cia tors of, . 202
Proceedings of Committee o~ - 698
Mi]itia of, to be called out for six weeks, . 853, 1581
Militia of, remain in a state of supineness and in~

fatuation, .. 1199
Impressment of blankets and stcckings in, recom~

mended, . .. . .. - ~ .. ~ 1310
Pbilbrick, Major Samud, despatohed to Boston for

intelligence, - ~ 1163
Philips, ,Frederick, memorial and parole of, - 864, 1391

Penmtted to return home on parole, . - 1321
PhiJipsjMorrjs, certificateof powder manufacturedby, 254
Philips, Samuel" Chairman of a Committee, . - 375
Philjps, Major-General

W"
(British,) orders of, reJative

to flags of truce, - .. . - .. - 728
PhiHips, Colonel, Return of Regiment of, - . 501
Phillips, Mr., deputy of Joseph Trumhull, - - - 1352
Ph!lI!ps, Sa,myel, Jun., reso]ve for a payment to, .. 384
Ph~lhps, W,IlHlffi, memlJer of Massacl1lI$eUs Councilj. 733
PhJllips,\Villiam,Jun., and others, petition of, . . 387
Phillipse, Frederick, memorial of, read in New-York

Committee of Safety, . 370
Report of a Committee on the application of. - 1205

PhiHips'sManor, extract of a letter from, - '. ~ 520
Phinney, Colonel/ field.officer for the day at Mount

ludependence, - - . - - 533 877
President of a Court.Marlia1, . ' 535
State of Regiment of, ~ .. . 744
Regiment of, to embark at Lake George liS soon as

boats can be provided, ~ .. - . _
878

Phipps, Captain, British, commenda!ion of, .. 817
Phlelger, John, express, Pennsylvama, .. - 837
Phrenix, J?ritisbship, passage of, through the chevaux-

de~fnse, - ~ . - - ~ .. - 237
Phcenix, privateer, Captain CunninO"ham, - ~ 1373
Pick-axes, delivered to fortificatio~ at BilIingsport

PennsyJvania, ~ .. .. - - .. ~ 191
Impressment of, for work~ at PeekskilJ, - .. 261

Pickard, Ephm., and others! petition of) to Massachu-
setts General Court, . .. . 406

Pickard, Jonathan, and others, petition of, to Mas5a~
chusetts General Court, ~ . .. . - 406

Pickering, Jobn, eJec~d a member of the New.Harnp_
shjre Council, ~ .. - ~ .. - - 1211

Pickering, Captain Thomas, late commander of the
Revenge, 82

Instmctions to, . .. 1531
Letter to, from South-Carolina Navy.Board,.

_
153~

Letter from, to South~Carolina Navy-Board,. . 1535
Pickering, Colonel Timothy, letter to, from Massachu.

setts Council, .. -
_

835
Pickering, Timothy, Jun., Chairman of Committee of

Salem, -
_

405
Piemart, Captain, letter to, from Jane Knox brouaht

from New-York by a flag, - .. ..' -
Q

- 369
Pier, Oliver, appointed a wagonroaster, 439
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Pierce, Commodore Hopkins desires bim to be sent
on board the fleet, - - 1162

Pierce, Joseph, and others, petition of, to .Massachu-
setts General Court, - 387

Pierce, Josiah, payment tal for losses on Bunker Hill, 417
Pierce, Captain Timothy, the Hancock a.nd Adams

taken oy, - 1568
Strict inquiry to be made into the conduct of, . 1570

Pierce, William, elected Captain of Virginia Artillery: 1594
Pierson, an arch Tory, taken prisoner) - 1139
Pike, Ensign Robert, appointed Second Lieutenant,. 876
Pikes, one thousand to be contracted for, in Maryland, 109

Payment for, by Pennsylvania Council of Safety) - 183
Delivered to Captain William Brown, - . 190

Pilot, bill for maintaining, at Beaufort, South-Carolina, 73, 75
Of the sloop of war Republic, petition of, . 420

Pinckney, Colonel, member of South-Carolina Assem~
bJy, on Committee-

On Privileges and Elections,
On President's Message,
On Conrts.l\Iartial,
For sale of tea, -
To revise Militia law, .
01] establishing a reprisal fund,
To organize Navy-Board,
On employing slaves on the pt1blick works, -
On general amnesty, -
On captllres,
To re~'ise the Constitution, -
To wait on tbe President,
To wait on Legislative Council, .
To examine engrossed ordinances,

Pinckney, Hopson, member of South-Carolina Assem-
bly, 1

Appointed Cashier of the Assembly, - ~ . 49
On Committee to wait on Legislative Council, 39,40,45,62
On Committee to examine engrossed ordinances, - 39

Pine, Dr. John. letter from, to James Tilghman, . 836
pjne's Bridge, General BeaJl at, - 486

Guard to be placed over stores at, . - 1406
Pinkham, Captain, an enemy's tender brought into

Portsmouth by, - 1455
Pinney, Captain Isaac, notified to meet in Connecticut

Assembly, - 666
Pins, imported in the Hancock and Adams, - 746, 1571
Piper, Lieutenant-Colonel, proposed exchange of, 619, 629

General 'Va~hington wilJing-to exchange Mr. Dash-
wood for, - 838

Pircey, James, receipt of, for amount for boarding two
men, . 390

Pistols, in a prize taken by the Andrew Doria, - - 1371
Pitcairn, Captain, (British,) at Fort Cumberland,

Nova-Scotia, - - 909
Pitkin, George, leiter from, to Governour Trumbull, - 1250
Pitkin! Colonel William, order to, for the delivery of

powder, - - 551
An account of, referred to Committee of pay table, 1421

Pitts, John, to have an address of .l\iassachusetts
printed, - - 426

Pitts, Mr., on Committee of Massachusetts House of.
Representatives, . 846

Pitts, William, permitted to return to Massachusetts, - 418
Pittgburg, expenses of treaty held with Indians at, - 1598

Visit of Indian Chiefs from, to Congress, - 1604
Plague, vessels suspected to be infected with, to ride

quarantine, - 169
Plance, Captain, adventure given to, - 555
PJants, Captain John, a passenger in the Royal Ex.

change, -
_

659
Plater, George, member of Maryland Convention, 87

On Committee to prepare a form of Government, - 91
Depositions.taken by, relative to Rev. John Scott,

- 91
00 Committee on resolution of Congress, 94, 116
Member of Maryland Council of Safety, - 179
l\10tiQn by, in Convention, . 89
Letter !O, from Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, . 1426

Plates, tin, imported in the Hancock and Adams, 746, 1571
Platt, Captain, member of a Court-Martial. 142], 1432, 1494
Platt, Lieutenant Cbarles, roember of a Court-Martial, 1263
Platt, Captain Israel, Colonel Graham's Regiment, - 219

Return of Company of, - - . . - 683
Platt, Jon'n, account of lead and ball1&c., delivered to, 213
Platt, Capt,ain Nathaniel, letter to, from New.¥ork

Committee of Safety, . 1061
Recommended to New- York CommiUee of Arrange-

ment, - 1141
Letter to, from Temperance Cook,

_

1141
Account of arms and ammunition delivered to, . 1144
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Platt, Captain Richard, refuses to serve in the new ar-
rangement, - 1041

Platt, Zephaniah, member of New.York Convention,
from Dutchess County, - . - - - 201

On Committee to give instructions to Captain Rogers, 203
To settle certain accounts, . - 214
Summoned to attend Convention, - 308
On Committee on letters of Samuel Tudor and

Augustine Lawrence, 315, 322
On Committee on letter of Genera] Heath,. - 317
On Committee for detecting conspiracies, - 467
On Committee respecting Militia, . 1349

Plenderleath,J., letter from, to WilliamSmith!brought
from New-York by a flag, - - 369

Plenderleath, Mrs., letters from, brought from New-
Yark by a flag, 369, 370

PJiarne,Pellet & Co" letter from, to the Secret Com-
mittee, - - 609

P1uckamin, about three hundred Mi]itia at, - 1449
Pluckrose, Mr., express from Robert Morris to Con-

gress, - 1373
Return of, to Robert Morris, - 1427

Plumbers' work, on frigates building at Poughkeepsie,
lead ordered for, - 229

Plundering, by the Continental Army, depositions rela-
tiveto) - - 333

Resolutiom~ of New- York Committee of Safety, tela-
tive to,

_
. 345

Complaints against the Army of, - 349,352
GeneralHowe desires an additional number of offi-

cers to the guards, to prevent, - - 927
Captain Ford to be detained in custody for. - - 1061
Sergeant Tripp and others to be arrested for, - 1170
Orders of General Clinton against, - 1262
WiHiamGordon suggests that an account of,bepub-

lished, - 1266
Eastern troops charged with, by the iuhabitants of

Westchester County, - 1380
P1unket, Mr., recommended for Captain of Marines on

board the Virginia, . - 826
Plymouth, sloop Freedom in the harbour of, . 378

Colonel Crafts directed to secure two cannon at, - 384
Petition of keeper of jail of, - - 390
Letter from Committee of, to Committee of Scitu.

ate,&c., - - 391
Trouble from a number of prisoners at, - 1132

Plymouth County, Massachusetts) Militia of, to the aid
of Rbode-Island, 1133, 1210, 1286

Poang, John, commissioner to purchase salt, South.
Carolina,

Pocomoke River; sole jurisdiction over, claimed hy
Virgini<t, 133

Right of Virginia to sole jurisdiction of, denied by
Maryland, - 134

Clearanc.e of "esse'ls from, -
. 135

Poe! .Mr., a wheelwright, MaryJand, - 1147
Police, taxes not to be levied by, in Maryland, . - 144

People of Maryland have sole right of regulating, in
tbe State, - 144

Internal, Maryland reserves to itself the sole right of
reguJating, - 179

Polhemusl Theoms, and others} letter from, to General
George Clinton, - - - - . 1123

Polk, Captain, of Montgomery privateer, - .. 459
Pollard, Captain, (note,) - - - - - - 335

In Colonel Brewer's Regiment of Artificers, ~ . 350
Pollard, Major J onathan, Aid-de~Camp to General

Heatb, - 485
Letter from, to Pierre Van Cortlandt, - - 1277
Letter from, to Commissary Chee~'er, . . 1279
Letter [rom, to New-York Convention, . 1451
Letter from, to ~Til1iam Duer, ~ 1466

PolJopin's Island, navigation of Hudson's River ob-
structed near, - - 355

Best place for obstrueting Hudson's River, - - 812
Potly, schooner, taken possession (If, by the mate, . 427
Polly, s]oop, account of Samuel Brown for use of, - 551
Polly, taken by the Alfred, - 1282
Pomroy, Genera1, Colonel of a Regiment from the

Connty of Hampshire, - 1465
PoudusonJ Ensign, recommended to Colonel Dubois

for an appointment, . . 1319
Pool, Captain, Colonel Cogswell's Regiment) Return

of Company of, - 475
Poole, Captain, Colonel CarY'8 Regiment, cashiered,

for abandoning his post! - - 640
Poole, Nathan, on Committee in behalf of Committee

of Militia of Cumberland County, - 402

31
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POOT,tax, in Charles-Town, South.Carolina, 28J 34
Petition from Trustees of, of Frederick County,

Maryland,
Of Fredericli County t petition Qf Trustees of, re~

jected,
-

]
10

In Talbot County, Maryland, relief of, - ~ _ - 111
Passing through Philadelphia, provision made fOf,.. 200
Assistance granted to, in New.YorkJ . .. 212
Of city of New- Yark, Committee to devise more

economical mode of providing for," ..
- 218

From City of New-York, resolution of Committee of
Safety for maintenance of, .. 270

From New- Yark City, account for maintenanee of, 284
Of State of New- Yark, Committee appointed to

take superintendence of, - - 307
Motion to be made toreconsiderresolutionsappoint-

jog !mperintendents of, in New-York, - - 337
New-York,one hundred pounds paid on account of, 346
President of New-¥ ork Convention to write to Go\'-

ernour Trumbull respecting removal of, - 361
New-York, Mr. Moore and Mr. Litt]e added to th~

Committee for taking care of, - - 372
Of Boston and Charlestown, resolve respecting, - 397

Poor, Colonel Enoch, Continental Eighth Regiment of
Foot, thanks of General Gates to Regiment of, - 533

Regiment of, upon a general aJarm, to repair to Ti-
conderoga, - 534

Regiment of, to march to Portsmouth, - - 624
Appointed Colonel of Second New-Hamshire Bat-

talion, - 625,646
State of Regimont of, - - 744
Promotions in Regiment of, - 876
Regiment of, to march, - 877
Return of officers in Regiment of, - 1037
Officers have been appointed for Regiment of, - 1045
Regiment of, to arrive at Goshen, - -1124, 1125
Colonel Moylan sent to push on the Regiment of, 1233
New-Hamshire Assemhly request Congress to send

money to, - 1453
Popp-, Captain, wounded,

- 576
Pope, Ed'd, Justice of the Peace, - - 422
Pork, report of Committee of New-York Convention

on price of, (note,) ~ - - - -
_ 220

Committee on salting, in Westchester County, _
237

Complaint of Colonel Marshall's Regiment against
qualily of, _

407
Seizure of, authorized in Connecticut, - - 454
Embargo laiti on, in Connecticut, _

593
Taken in a prize ship, - - 824
Robert Cummios offers to contract for, in Maryhwd, 1033
Jesse Hollingsworth picking up all he can (or the

ship Defence, '1164
Permitted to be transported from Connecticut to

Rhode-Istand for use of the Connecticut troops, 1221
Terms upon which Massachusetts Board of War will

contract for, - 1222
Embargoon, recommended to Congress by Virgini3, 1271
Forty barrels of, sent to Colonel Hays, - - - 1299
MassachusettsBoard wish to know upon what terms

James Russell will furnish,
_

1325
Joseph TrumbuH wishes his Deputy may have leave

to carry, from Connecticut to Rhode-Island, - 1352
Embargo laid on, by Congress, -1480, 1617
Proceedings respecting, in South-Carolina Navy

Board, 1533, 1534, 1535
Portage, between Fort Edward and Lake George, - 835
Porter, Colonel, state of the Regiment of, - - 744

Battalion of, to emhark for Fort George, - 877
Regiment o~ not to march till further orders, ~ 877
Regiment of, to march to Lake George, _

878
Arriva] of Regiment of, at Peekskill, -1124, 1125
ColonellVloylan sent to pllsh on the Regiment of, - 1233
Orders of General Gates to commandinO' officers of

Regiment of,
_ C _

1190
Regiment of, to move forward with all pos:5jble ex.

pedilion, . . 1243
Regiment of, have mostly agreed to stay tiJl the

fifteenth of January, - 1449
Porter, Colonel Asa, no difficulty among the Tory

gelJtry since the removal of, - 686
Porter, Colonel J ashuR, re-inspector of sa.ltpetre,

- 450
To deliver certain pig_iron to Aaron Elliott, - - 511

Porter, Colonel Thomas, Lancaster County Militia,
circular to~ 672,706, 837

Portsmouth, England, arrival of the Fowey man-of-
war at, - - 1269

Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, prize taken in the har-
hour of, .

_
1454

INDEX. 1812

97

Portugal, not a word said in Congres~ touching a
quarrel with, ."

. - . 826
England bound by treaty to aefend, - 96~
Dispute with Spain, 699,972, 973, 976, 998
Death of the King of, - - 1179
Resolution of Congress directing a remonstrance

agRinst the proceedings of, - 1609
Case in which Congress will declare war against, - 1618

Post, Captain, of Artificers, (note,) - - 335
Postmaster, requested to furnish New-York Commit-

tee of Safety with papers! - - 270
Memorial of, to Congress, - - 679
Richard Bache appointed, - - 1563
Directed to remove Besonet from the officeof Dep-

uty Postmaster,
- 1577

Post-Office, Ebenezer Hazard, Postmaster, - 680
Mr. Bache, Comptroller of, ~ - 681
Resolutions of Congress respecting, - 1561

PO'st-Rider, in South-Carolina, petition o~ 7~
From upper parts of Savannah River to Charles-

Town,
Between Fishkill and Head~Quartersl resolve for the

establishment of, - 258
Post-Road, from north side of the HighJands to King's

Bridge, order for repair of, - - -_ . 227
Posts, complaint of the irregu]arity of, - 1356
Pate, Captain Samuel, money advanced by! - 596
Poter, Lieutenant, at King's Bridg~, - 505
Pots, iron, resolution providing, for Connecticut Mili-

tia, -
_

453
Potter, Ensign, sick in Hospital, - 506
Potter, Israel, appointed Finst Lieutenant, Connecticut, 458
Potter, Nathaniel, member of lVIarylandConvention, - 83

Leave of absence from Convention, 93
Present at a Court-MartiaJ, -

_
1069

Potter, Lieutenant Nathaniel, member of a Court-
Martial, - . 1263

Potterl Stephen, appointed Second Lieutenant, Con-
necticut, -

_
459

Pottman, Garri(t, recommendation of, 814
Potts, Dr. Jonathan, all the Surgeons and Mates at

Mount Independence to attenrl, -530
The wounded to be carried to, In case of action, - 531
All recommendations for the discharge of the sick

to be signed by, _
533

Philadelphia, Returns of sick to be made to, - - 1180
Poughkeepsie, letter from Robert Yates at, - 204

Letter from Samuel Tudor at, _
204

Letter from Robert Yates and Gilbert LivinO'ston at 205
Letter from Superintendents of frigates building at: 229
Certificate of William Warne having continued at,

during.the tjme directed, - 242Letters respecting the ships building at, - 259,
275, 322, 366, 1128

Frigates building at, ne~rly ready to be launched, _

264
Report on securing frigates built at, - 330
Disposition of the frigates at, lefi to the judgment

of the New~York Committee of Safety, -
_

348
Resolutions for the preservation of the frigates built

at . . 355
Nec~ssary for the -security of the State, that the

ships at, be fitted by the spring, _
370

Prisoners tu be sent to, from Peekskill, - - 1433
Pougsley, Talman, report in New-York Committee of

Safety respecting persons charged with plunder-
ing, _

1516
Poultney, Benjamin, payment to, for intrenching tools,

&c., . . - . . -
_ _

199
Poundridge, report of a removal of prisoners of war

from, _
. 273

Powder, report of Commissioners appointed to super-
intend the making of, in South-Carolina!-

_ 24
In magazine in South-Carolina,

-
_

70
Order of Maryland Convention for importation o~ _

116
Payment to Colonel Greenwall forI - -

_
18.3

Deliveredto GeorgeLosk, Pennsylvania, _
190

Saltpetre delivered byPennsy]vaniaCouncil of Safe-
ty to be manufactured into, _

194Payment by Pennsylvania Council of Safety for
freight on, - - - - - - ~ 197

Payment by Pennsy]vaniaCounci] of Safety for, _
191

To u.e forwarded from Wisner's Mill to King's
Bridge, - - - - - -

_ _
202

Order from Congres!! for, in favour of New-Yorli _
208

T?re~ to.ns of, .to be.sent to Fort Montgomery, '_ 209
Dlstnbuted to mhabltants of Papaconck and neigh-

bouring Indians, .
- -

_ _
. 214

At tVindsorJ Committee to secure, 243

76
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Powder-Continued. PrescoU~Colonel, R€turn of Regiment of, - 499
Removed from Suffolk County to Connecticut, Com- Regiment of, stationed at the gorge of the mountains,

mittee to secure, - 244 by Robin:-;on's Bridge, .. 751
At New-Windsor, report of Committee appointed Sick in Regiment of, recommended for discharge, - 939

to secure, .. 245 Regiment of, to be ready to march to-morrow, - 1140
No more to be sent to the river side from the two Certain goods not returned unto the Quartermaster's

miIJs near Goshen, till further notice, - 245 storeby, .. - 1366
Encouragement ormanufacture of, in New-York,.. 249 Prescott, Genera1, (British,) third in command of an
ManllfaelUred by Wisner and Philips, certificate of, 254 enterprise against Rhode-Island, -, - 840,1145

Manufactured by Henry Wisner, Jr., payment for, - 258 Payment to James Budden, for his expenses with, - 1567
Resolve for deJivery of, to Charles Sigourney, - 378 Prescott, Lieutenant David, - 1435
Delivered to Jonathan Hobby, - 383 Presents, persons iD publick trast aught not to receive, 145
De]ivered ro Nathaniel Goodwin-,

_
- 387 Silas Deane wi:$hes to make, to certain personages, 884

Delivered to privateer Warren, ~ 401 President, or South~CaroHna, not eligible more than
Commissary-General of Massachusetts empowered two years in succession, - 74

to supp!y the several towns with, - 417 Speeeh of, to South-Carolina Assembly, -
4, 19

Petition of Edward Brown for, . 428 Press, Jibertyof, to be inviolablypreserved, Maryland, 147
Penobscot Indians supplied with, - - 445 Press, for manning the British NRVY,allusions to, in
Resolve for supplying Edward Brown with, - - 446 the debates in Parliament, 965,969,973,976,979) 986
Arrival of three hundred barrels oC from France, - 512 Preston, Connecticut, stl.ndryprisoners at, permitted
Arrival of vessels with, at Virginia, - 596 to visit their. homes on parole, - - 703
Plenty of, at Mount Independence, - 625 Prevet, ColoneJ, recommended to indulgence, if made
Arrival of) for Maryland Council of Safety, - - 668 a prisoner, - 480
Imported jn the Hancock and Ada.ms, - . 746, 1571 Price, Captain, (British,) prisoner, not to be permitted
Exportation of, fromGreat Britain, prohibited, ,- 773 to pass through the Army, - 1070
Taken in a prize ship, - - 824 Price, Dr., aHusion in House of Lords to pamphlet of) 975
Voted to Titus Hosmer by Connecticut Counci1 of Mel}tioned by Arthur Lee) . - 1368

Safety, - 899 Price, John, report of Committee on conduct of, - 108

Large parcel of, brought to Baltimore by Captain To give bODd for good behaviour, - . 110
Martin, - - 914- Price,John, Jun., Assistant Paymaster, - .. 236

Shipped by Silas Deane, - ]050 Price) Major, Maryland, sundry articles stored by order

To be delivered Lo the Selee.tmen of Coventry, - 1161 of - 91
Ordered to Providence by Massachusetts Board of Sick: -_ - 108~

War, - 1267 Killed at Fort Washington, - - 828
In a prize taken by the Andrew Doria" - - ]

371 Price, Captain Thomas! an account paid for dieting
Manufactured faster than consumed, - 1394 Company of, ~ ~ - - - - - 1558

Arrival of, from St. Franl1ois, ~ 1436 Price, Col. Thomas, six thousand dollars advanced to, 1607
Marine Committee to send, to South~CarolinaJ - 1571 Price, Captain Vincent, at a Court-Martial, - 1069
Requisition of General Schuyler for, referred to Gen~ Priestly, Dr., mentioned by Arthur Lee, - ~ 1368

nl Washington, - 1618 Prince George's County, Maryland, election in, de-
Board of War to inform General Washington of the elared void, 86

quantities of, on halld~ - 1618 Delegates from, in Convention, 84
Powder-Horns, payment for) by Pennsylvania Council Abraham Boyd of, authorized to enroIl a Company, 100

of Safety, - 200 Battalion of, to be calJed together soon as possible, 107

Powder-Mills- Memorial of Captain Boyd of, - - - - 114
Continental, erecting in Pennsylvania, .. - 193 Petition to have part of, annexed to Montgomery
Premium to Henry Wisner for building, . 265 County, - - - - - - - - 122
At Andover, orders for deliveryof powder from, 378, 383 Judges of Election for, to introduce the new Gov~
BuiJdiDO' at Sutton, Massachusetts, - 398 ernment, - - ]73
In S\O:ghton, Massachusetts, ~ ~ ~ 403, 439 Letter from Committee of, to Maryland Council of
Livingston's, in New-York, saltpetre sent from Mas- Safety, . 668

sachusetts to, - 428,445 Prince, Job, one of the owners of the privateer Satis-
Powell,Ben.,Marshal,Virginia, - 459,1063 faction, ~ .. - - - .. .. - 445
Pow-e11, Felix, pass for) - - 15]7 Prince, Captain ,Job, about proceeding on a voyage to
Powe!1, George Gabriel, letter from, to South-Carolina Cape Fran~ois, - - .. .. .. ~ 40~

Assemb]y, 37 Prince, John, relief afforded by, to inhabitants of the
PoweJl, Jeremiah, member of Massachusetts Council, 733 United States, - . 427

President of Massachusetts Council) .. 866 Princeton, New-Jersey-
Powell, Lieutenant, Third Virginia Regiment, sick at Magazines at, 'ought to Be increased, -

North-Castle, - - 516 Arrival of General Washington at,
Power, application of GeneralWashington to Congress Lord Stirling left with two BriO'adesat

for an increase of, - - - - .. - 1311 Genera] 1:Vashington returningO to, '
Of General Washington, General Greene urges an General Greene will make the best disposition he

irtcrease oC - 1341 can to oppose the enemy at, - ~ - - 1108
Of General WashingtoD, Virginia Assembly urges Retreat of the Conrinental Army from, - ~ 1119

an increase of, - 1357 ColJege, Rittenhouse's orrery destroyed at,,, 1509'
Power) Richard, information against, of intending to InteUi~ence from the enemy at, ~ . -

~ 1518
aid the Tories, - - 569 Pr!ndle, Mark, in company with Major SkeensJ 815

PGwnalborough, proeeedings of Committee of,relati\'e Pnngle, John, payment to, for turpentine, - ~ 200
to Rev. J3cob Bailey, 734-737 Pr~llg.le, William, commander of the prize Anna Maria, 395

Pownall, Captain, of the Blonde frigate, - ~ 1134 Pnntmg, payment by Pennsylvania Council of Safety
Pownall, "Vil1iam, sentetlced by a Court~Martial to re~ for, - 198

ceive ~erenty-eight lashes, ~ 875 Payment by Congress for, - . 1593, 1594
Poyas, John Ernest, member of South- Caro liDa Assem- Prison, in Washington County, Maryland, place for

bly) 1 fmiJding, to be voted for, - - 103
Prayers, to be read in Maryland Convention, . 87 In Montgomery County, Maryland) place for build-

Proclamation for a day of, in Massachusetts, . - 731 ing, to he voted for, - - - 104
Preachers of the GospeJ, Dot entitled to a seat in the Qualification of voters for fixjnO' place for in Wa..h-

Genera! Assembly or COUDcilofl\faryJand, - 170 ington County, Maryland,
0

- -' ..
.. _

109
Preble, ~rigadier, late Truckmaster for the Penobscot Qualification of voters for fixing p]ace for, in 1\10nt-

IndIans, - - 400 gomery County I Mary1and, - .. - - 120
Prentice, Jonas, appointed Ca.ptain,Connecticut, - 458 W~en ~Iection to be held for fixing place for build~
Prentiee, Lieutenant-Colonel, member of a Court-Mar- mg, m Montgomery County, Maryland,. . 16~

tial, - 1346 Prison shir, Glasgow, in New-York harbour, Captain
Prentice, Samue], appointed Lieutenant-Colonel, Con- FrancJs Procter on board of, - - - - 519

necticut) . 458 Whitby, at New~York, letter from a number of
Pre&cot, Colonel, (British,) recommended by General prisoners on, to Governour Trumbull,

.'
~ 1138

Howe for Brigadier-General, ~ ~ - - 927 Depositions relative to treatment of pri:!oners on, - 1234
.,

- 558
1034

- 1053
1107



1815

Prisooprs, Committee to inquire int? treatment of, in
jaiJ in Frederick-Town, Maryland, -

M 96
Payment by Pennsylvania Counci] of Safety for

wood for, - 189
State, guard to be got ready for, from Lancaster to

Reading, - - 189
Scotch, in Goshen, ]etters relati~'e to, read in New-

York Convention, - 233
Scotch, in Or~nge County, report of Committee on, 234
Payment of an account for conveying two, fl'Om

Norwich i() Fi~hkilJ, - 304
New-Hampshire solicited to reCei\'B a number of,

from New-Vork, - 304
List of, sent from Dutchess and Westchester Coun-

ties, New-Vork, to Exeter, New-Hampshire, . 469
List of, taken under :Major Rogers, - 470
Sundry, at Preston, Connecticut, permitted to visit

their homes on paroJe, - 703
In Mendon, Massachusetts, Committee urge re-

movalof, - 737
Examination of several, by General George Clinton, 823
Reeeived from New-York by New-Hampshire Com-

mittee of Safety, - 825
Permitted to go from Connecticut to Long-Island

on parole, - 1113
Sent to General Heath by General Spencer, - - 1124
Irish) a number of, at PJymouth, - . 1132
All to be removed from Pbiladelpbia, - - 1165
SeDt by Gene'ral Heath to New-York Con\'ention, - 1277
Seamen) Robert Morris proposes that they be com-

pelledto dnty, - - - - - - - 1371
Now at PeekskiiJ to be sent to Poughkeepsie, . 1433
At Ex.eter,fromNew-York,great uneasiness among, 1454
Sundry, arrested in New-Jersey, to be sent to Mary-

land, - 1599
Sent from New-Jersey, Committee to inquire into

state of, - - 1602
From New-Jersey, resolutions of Congress respect-

in" - - - -- - . - 1603
Fro~'New-Jersey, report of Committee appointed

_

to examine, - ]605
At Baltimore, Benjamin Griffitb to supply, - . 1607
Arrivedat Baltimore from Philadelphia,resolution of

Congress respecting, - 1607
From North-Carolina, Mr. Hooper to examine into

state of, . - 1608
Report of state of, from North-Carolina, - 1609
Escape of, from Baltimoregaol, - - 1616

Prisoners of War---
In Maryland, list of, to be reported, 94
In Frederick County jail, petition of, - - 108
In Maryland, list of, to be sent to the Board of War, 110
In Pennsylvania, Sam'l C. Morris to ha\'8 the care of, 190
Monthly Return of, to be made to Pennsylvania

Council"of-Safety, R - 183
Canada, at Sandy Hook, - 203
In 'Yestehester County) New-York, Major Lock-

wood to inquire ipto state of, - - 257
Report on remO\'al of, from Salem and Poundridge, 273
Papers relative to, handed in to New-York Commit-

tee ofSafety, - - 284
At Pound ridge) order for payment of account of

rations furnished to). - 372
Lawrence R. Campbell, release of, from jail, - . 382
Resolve of Massachusetts General Court, directing

Re tu rn of, - 394
In Massachusetts, order for Returns of, - - 403
Petition of Committee of Salem respecting, . - 421
Resolve of Massachusetts respecting, - - 4a8
Order of Massachusetts respec:ting an exchange of~ 440
Reso]otionof Connecticut relating to support of, - 455
Escape of, from Northampton jail, . 593
Correspondence between General Washington and

General Howe respecting exchange of, 676~ 677
British~ extremely insolent, - -

. 698
Exchange of~General Washington wj8hes to expe-

dite, 699,741
British, list o~ escaped from prison~ - 731
To be collected for exchange, 762,763,778,810
Inconvenienc.es among, for want of servants, - 764
General \Yashington recommends that a fuud be

provided for support of, - - 781
Allen lYlcDonald eiail1!s benefit of exchange of, - 811
To be sent to Brunswick for exchange, - 820
From Carolina, application of guard of, for pay, . 836
In New-York, Washington attributes short aJlow-

ance of provisions to, to state of Genera! Howe~s
olore" . 838

INDEX. 1816

Prisoners of W ar- Continued.
Exchange of, prop08ed by Lord Howe to Governour

Trumbull, - 846
Report of Committee on exchange of~ proposed by

Lord Howe to Governour Trumbull, - - 846

In New-York city, very sickly, and die fast, - - 858
Difficulty of providing wagons for, in Penni::ylvaniaJ 869
Cartp-I settled for exchange of, at Huntington Bay) 907
In New-York, advertisement to the friends of, - 909
At Lancaster, to fiB ordered as fast as possible to

the Jersey for exch::rnge, - - 917
Rum allowed to, on their way to Jersey for ex- -
. cbange, - 918
General Washington advises against in'1isting, . 920
Escaped from New-York, examination of two) - 934
In Connecticut, Epaphras Bull appointed Commis-

saryof, - - 937
General Washington sends a number of, to New-

York for exchange, - 1028
General Washington recommends removal of, from

Bristol, - - 1034
General Howe complains of delay in exchange of~ 1U55
Return of, taken by the British Army during the

campaign of 1776, . - 10.57
Not t.obe permitted-to pass through the Army, - 10iO
A number of British sent to Block-Island to be ex-

changed,- - 1087
Arrival of a number ofJ in Boston, on their way to

be exchanged, - J088
An exchange of, agreed upon by Rhode-Island, -] 104
On a prison ship, letter from) to GovernourTrumbull,

]
138

In New-York city, letter from GovernourTrumbull
to General Wasbington respel}ting, ~ . 1193

Connecticut, in New- York, rehef sent to, through
Major Wells, - - 1207

Taken in certain prlze ships, Nathaniel Shaw to
negotiate an exchange of, - 1207

Massachusetts Couneil wishes to know upon what
terms an exchange of, is to be made, in Connec-
ticnt,

_
1210

Depositions relative to treatment of, ~ 1233
Letters from General Washington to General Howe

respecting- an exchange of,
- 1257, 1474

Ta:ke~ at Fort Washington, General Washington
desnes an exact Retorn of, - 1257

General Howe shufl:1inl1 with, instead ofexchanf1iU'J', 1266
Sent by General Heath to New-York Convelltion~- 1277
Exchange of, has not been so generally complied

with, as General Howe had reason to expect, . 1279
A Commissary oC must be appointed, - R . 1311
Remarks of General Washington respecting, -1339. 1341
Letter from General Washington and New-Hamp-

shire, respecting exchange of, - - 1362
At Danbury, w want of dothing, - - 1410
In New-York city~ distresses of, - - 1429
Taken at Trenton, Return of, - 1445) 1446
Exchanged, passes requested for, to go from New-

York to Canada, - - - - - . 1J63
A few more discovered and taken in Trenton, - 1473
The number taken at Fort Washington fixed at two

thous.md six hundI:ed and thirty-four, - 1481
In New-York, suffer ama.zingly for want of some

proper person to attend them,
- R 1483

Instructions of SOllth-Carolina Board to treat with
the greatest humanity and tenderness, - 1532

Dr. Witherspoon has leave to take four, to Princeton, 1564
Sundry, payment by Congres:'i of a!Jow,lT1ces of, - 1564,

1567, 1569, 1580, 1593, 1595
Memorial of Juliana Zedwitz referred to CommiUee

of Congress on state of, - - 1.573
In Philadelphia, plot among, to effect an escape, ~ ]577
Board of War directed to remove, from Bristol, - 1597
General vVashington empowered to appoint a Com-

missaryof. - ]612
Pritchard, Paul, letter to, from South-Carolina Navy

Board, - - - - - - - - 1.531
Privateers, authorized by Congress, . - . - 10

Proposal of Tories to lit outt to cruise in Chesapeake
Bay, 99

Montgomery, Maryland, prize taken by, 459
Three, Imid to be fitting out at Hispaniola, - . 476
General Gates, Captain WiJliam Kilton, 507
McClary, New-Hampshire, prize taken by, - 537
Ameriean, arrival of, at Cape QuiberolJ, 613
American, Spanish ports open to, ~ 637, 988, 1023
Montgomery, Pennsylvania, a Guinea ship taken by, 821
Indepenqenee, Rhode-Island, prize taken hy,

- 823
General Lee recommends a. temporary embargo on, 872
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Privateers- Coniinued.
Joseph, Captain West, prizes taken by, - - 939
Prizes loaded with dry goods, &c'j taken by, -

~ 1044
Silas Deane asks for blank commissions fOf, -1051, 1052
Harlequin, ship Caroline taken by, - 1093
Rebe!, list of, at Providence, - - 1176
American, cannot be commissioned in France, - 1328
Phcenix, Captain Cunningham, - 1373
Have brought in property to the amount of more

than fifteen hundred thousand pounds, - 1386
Prices of provisions raised by:bids of, - - - 1498
Not less than ten thousand men from New-England

on board of, , - 1513
List of prizes taken by, - 1527
Gamecock, Rhode-hJanrl, the Hancock and Adams

taken by, - - 746, 1568
Privateers, l\1assachusetts-

Acti.ve,.Captain Gardner, commissioned, - 387
Civil Usage, Captain Geddens, prize taken by, - 800
Dahon, Captain Johnson, commissioned} - 380
Eagle, Captain Smith} commissioned, - - 390
Fair-Lady, Captain Dennis, commissioned, - - 380
General Mifflin, Captain Day, commissioned, - 421
Hawke, Capfain Oakes, commissioned, - 424
Langdon, Captain Robinson, commissioned, - 403
Oliver Cromwell, pt)tition for cannon for] - 375

Captain Tiley] commissioned, - . 377
Retaliation, Captain Giles, prize taken by] - 418
Revenge, Captain White, prize taken by, - 395

Captain Deanj commis:sioned, - - 410
Risin~ States, Captain Thompson, commissioned] - 397
Satisfaction, Captain Stevens, commissioned, - 445
True.Blue, Captain Allen, commissioned, - 416
Warren, powder deliveredto, - 401

John Coulson appointed commander of, - . 404
Captain Thorndike, commissioned, - - 419

Yankee Hero, captivated, exchange of prisoners
taken on, to be negotiated, - 440,

Privateering, success of, has set all the troops distract-
ed . - 1072

EnO';osses the attention of merchants, - - - 1223
In Rhode~lsland] every other pursuit sacrHke.d to, 1335
The Eastern States so intent on, that they mind litt]e

elf:1e, - 1336
Privy Council] South-CaroJina] mode of choosing, 73

Right to exercise pow:ers of Court of Chancery an-
nulled!

Salary of officers of,
Secretary and messengers of,

Prizes-
Proceedings of Mary]and respecting, - 91,

94, 111, 122, 128, 508
On Nassau-Islam]] Committee to give instructions

respecting, - 203
Letter from Joseph Hallett, respecting] read in New-

York Committee of Safety, - 275
Estimated loss oftVest-lndia pJanters and merchants

by, - - - - - - - - - 1029
American, ports of France and Spain open to) - 1088
The mind of the French Court with regard to, not

yet known, - - - - - .. - 1117
Attention of merchants engrossed in buying up the

cargoes of, - 1223
Orders of Captain Jones to commanders of, - -1282,

1283, 1284
American, value of, estimated a'

two miIJions, - 1328
Have enriched the Continent to an amazing amount, 1394
The West-Indiamen taken amount to two hundred

and fifty sail, - - 1481
List of, taken by the British, - 1.'523
List of, taken by the Americans, - - 1527
Three members added to Committee of Congress to

revise resolutions relative to, - 1586
Prizes taken by-

Captain Allen! South-Carolina, - - .. .. 1537
Lieutenant Baldwin, Continental schooner Wasp, - 1371
Captain Geddens, privateer Civi~ Usage, - 800
Captain Giles, privateer Retaliation} - - - 418
Captain Hacker, Continental sloop Providence, 939, 1044
Harlequin, Maryland privateer, -' 1093
Captain Hathornel ~ .. - - - .. 685
Captain Hillman, Continental brigantine Cabot, - 422,

512, 637
Captain JODes, Continental ship Alfred) - 659, 668,

738, 1044, 1266, 1282, 1304, 1356, 1392
Captain Lee, - 685
Capt::Jin Montgomery, privateer J\iontgomery! - 821
Captain Newman, privateer Hancock, - - 376

INDEX. 1818

Prizes, taken by- Continued.
Captain Parker, privateer MdJlary] - 537
Captain Pearce, privateer, - - - - 512
Captain Pillkham, harbour ofPort~mol1th, - 1454
Captain Robinson, Continental ship Andrew Doria,

(a British vessel of war, the first one that has been
taken,) - - - - - 1371, 1427, 1458

Captain Sawter, - - 438
Captains Skimmer and Tucker, -

~ 799, 1392
Captain Souther, brigantine Massachusetts, - - 377
Captain Tillinghast, privateer Independence, . 823
Captain "Taters, - - 685
Captain West, privateer Joseph, ..

- 939
Captain White, privateer Revenge, . - - 395
C<lptain Wickes, on his way to France, 1117, 1118,1197
Captain Young, Continental 8100p r ndependence, 854

Proclamation, by GOfernour Trumbull for laying an
embargo, - - 592

By the King, - - . - - - - 595
For a day of thanksgi\'ing and prayer in Massachu-

setts, - 731
By Lord and General HoweJ - 927
For a fast, notice of, by Mr. Burke, in the House of

Commons,
'

- 1013
Of pardon, General Howe expected to publisb, - 1095
By.theGovernourofRhode-IslandJ - 1115
By the Governour of Virginia, - 1425

Procter, Captain Francis, on board the prison snip
Glascow, in New-York harbour, - 519

Procter, Captain Thomas, letter to, from James LovelJ! 519
Proctor, Major Thomas, directed to parade Artjllerjl at

Fort-Island for review, . .. 188

. Payment to, by Pennsylvania Council of Safety,
- 181,

183,191
Cartouch~boxes, &.c., delivered to, for use of the

Artillery, - - 183
Return of Artillery of, at Fort Montgomery, - - 823

Profit, office of, no person to hoJd more than one}
Maryland, - 145

Test on admission to office of, Maryland] - 146
Promotions, remarks of General Washington on, - 1312

Benjamin Ru::>hrecommends that seniority be disre-
garded in,

- 1513
General "Tashington empowered to fix system of, 1612

Prosper, South-Carolina armed ship] resolution for sale
~- W

74 Protest, against Address of House of Lords to the
41 King, . 980
29 Proud, John, letter from, to Commodore Hopkins',

- 1356
Proudfoot, James, minister, _

1234
Prouty, Captain, member of a Court.Martial}

- 1515
Providence, Rhode-Island, town meeting at, 785) 879, 1130

Militia from Massachusetts to proceed to} - 1133
Inhabitants in daily expectation of an attack, 1162
List of Rebel ships and privateers at, -

_
1176

Ammunition for Militia at, . 1196
Couvention of New-England States requested to

meet at, - - 1209
Intf:lligence at, . - 1222
Committee from Massachusetts to proceed to, - 1252
Provision!:)and powder ordered to, byMassachusetts

Board of War, - '
_

1267
Azor Orne will attend at, on Committee from Mas-

sachusetts, . 1268
Letters from General Linco]n at) - -1285, 1392
Militia to march from Massachusetts to, - 1286
Acceptance by Tristram Dalton of appointment on

Con}mittee from l\iassachusetts to,.
- - 1287

Committee appointed by New-Hampshire to repair
to, -

_
1305

General Clinton will proceed to, if the season be
not too far advanced, _

1316
Letters of M. MaImedy from, 1321, 1322, 1324
Letter from Henry Newman at, -

_
1355

Committee appointed by Connecticut to go to, - 1389
Governour TrumLuJi hopes Congress will approve

appointing a Committee to go to, . 1389
Letter of J. N. Vamnm from, _

1391
Letter of Thomas Cushing from, - - 1411
Letter from the Convention at, to Massachusetts

Conneil, -
_

1423
Remarks ,in a lett,er from Massach~setts Council,

respectmg appoll1tment of Committee to, - .. 1502
Letter from Massachm;;etts Council to Committee at 1517

Providence-see Navy, Continental.
'Provincial Court] of Maryland, to be called the General

Court, _
.172PrO\,jnceIsland, hospital on, .. 200
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Provisions, Colonel Hay requests, for his Regiment,.. 240
Army di"tressedfor want of, ~ 280
Eighty men to be sent to Connecticut with, .. - 284
Resolve for removing, from sea-coast of Connecticut, 455
Advertisements for contracts for, for Second and

Seventh Virginia Regiments, .. 459
General Washington apprehensive lest the Army

shou]d suffer for the want of, - 465
At different posts, Mr. Avery requested to furnish

estimate of~ - , 561
Estimate o~ furnished by Mr. Avery, - 562, 570
Necessity of having a supply of,-at Ticonderoga, .. 590
At Mount Iudependence, plenty and good,. . 625
Sailing of Brirish transports from New-York to Ire-

land for, . 750, 820, 854
Cargo of, from Cork 1QNew-York, taken by Captain

Tillinghast! .. 823
Scarce in New-York city, ~ 858
Contract for furnishing, for ContinentaJ troops in

Virginia, .. - -. - . 912
Bad quality of, in the British Army, - 928
Robert Cummins offers to contract for, in Mary]and, 1033
At Trenton, estimate of, - 1034
Letter from William Kennon to General Lee re-

specting magazines o~ in the Southern States, - 1105
To be Jaid up at sundry places in PennsyJvania, - 1228
Genera] Washington approves of Joseph Trumbull

sending to Virginia for, - - 1243
Ordered 10 Providence by Massachusetts Board of

War. - . . - - . _
1267

Orders' to Carpenter Wharton for Jaying in, - - 1338
Want of, among MiJitia under command of General

George Clinton, - - -. - 137j;
Scouts not able to go out for want of, 137!}
Every kind of, abouod in America, - 1386
America can furnish a plenty,

_
1394

Report in New-York Convention on want of, at
Fort Constitution, - - - - - - 1407

loseph TrumbuU authorized to import, from the.
SouthernStates, . - - - .1438, 1611

ColoneJ Hay has taken proper measures for supply.
ing troops under General George Clinton with,.

- 1450
Remarks of New-York Conveution on neglect 1D

laying up, - 1467
General Washington under great apprehensions

about obtaining, in New-Jersey"
- 1474

Should be immediately colJected in secure and
proper places, . . 1483

Want of, the greatestimpedimeut to the motions of
General Washington, - . - - - 1488

Prices of, raised Ly bids of privateers, -
_

1498
James Budden and T. Lawrence hne leave to ex.

port, to Turk's Island) - 1565
Southern States requested to lay up magazines o~ 1576
Orders for preventing abuses ill, (note,) - 1587
Magazine of, to he established in Pen.nsylvania) _

1608
Provision vessels, instructions to CaptaIn Warner to

endeavour to intercept,
_

461
Provost, Robert, letter from, read in New-York Com-

mittee of Arrangement, - - 958
Letter from, to New. York Committee of Safety, - 1110

Prudence Island) Sir Henry CJiuton intends to occupy, 1145
Prussia, information respecting American c.ommerce

solicited by King of, - 477
A state of American COmmercepresented to, by

Silas Deane, - - 884
Silas Deane has had overtures from the King of, in

the commercial way, - 1051
Congress resolve to send Commissioners to, - - 1617
Congress direct means to he used to procure the

assistance of, - - 1617
Treaty of friendship and commerce to be proposed

10, . . 1618
Pryor, Abner, appointed Captain, Connecticut, _

458
Pugh, Samuel, paymeUt to, for victualling troops, - 1576
Pugsley, Solomon, receipt to Captain Ford for things

taken out of the house of, - 1406
Puoishment3, law8 to inflict cruel, oat to be passed in

Maryland, 144, 145
Purdie, Geor,~e, contract of, with William Aylett,

Deputy Commissary, _
912

Purdy) Joseph, sent prisoner to Exeter, New-Hamp-
shire, _

469
Purdy, .Major, member of a Court-Martial,

- 1421
Purdy, Samuel, sent prisoner to E:teter, N. H.

- 469
Purviance, John, on Committee for purchase and dis-

tribution uf ~alt,
_

186
Elected a manager of the lottery, - . 1577

INDEX. 18.20

Purviance, Samuel, Jr., Chairman of Committee of
Obscnation for Bahimore County, - 125

Letter to) from Richard Henry Lee, - 826
Member of BaJtimore Committee, -1033, 1397
Letter from, to Maryland Council of Safety,. - 1212
Mentioned in a letter of WilJiamWhipple, _ _

1369
And Robert, letter to, from Massachusetts Board of

War, . 1393
Letter to, from Captain James Nicho]son, _

1440
Letter from, read in Congress, - 1592

Putnam) floating bauery, Delaware River, - 190
Handcuffs to be provided fQr, - 190

Putnam, New-York schooner, Committee on, - - 203
Ol'der for sale of,

_
230

Account of sale of, laid before New-York Committee
of Safety, . 284

Committee to settle with, and discharge the crew of, 28!i
Putnam) MHjor-General Israe], ar a Council of War, - 543

Troops under command of, crossing into Jersey, - 634
To superintend the erection of works for the defence

of Philadelphia, _
1138

Pennsylvania Council of Safety requested to coope-
rate with, _

115~
Letter from, to General Washington, - . 1180
General orders of, "1180,1200,1214
All officers of the Mi]itla at Philadelphia to .report to, 1200
Letter to, from Genera] Washington,

- ~ 1420
Directi,ons to, by Congress, - - - - 1603
Congress direct, to tlend harassing partie8 "intoNew-

Jersey, . . 1605
Direct.ed to send Dr. Connolly under guard. to Bal-

timore, -
_

1606
Directed to make provh'lion for burning the Conti.

nental vessels at Philadelphia, -
_

1606
Putnam, Nflthan, on Committee for building powder

mill, - . 398Putnam, Thomas, moderator of a town.meeting at
Ack worth, New-Hampshire,

- -
_ _

1225
Putnam, Colonel Rufus, Massachusetts, to examine

the passes in the Highlands, _.656
At a Council of War, . 664,751
Appointed Colonel in new arrangement, 713,1030, 1084
Letter from, to Genera] Washington, _ _ _

768
Opinion of) respecting bridge at Croton River, _

790
Recommended by General Washington for head of

Engineer corps) _
1312

Putnam's Point, taken possession of by Major Delap, 526
Putuey, Jetter from James Clay to Commiuee of, - 941
Pynchon, William, Jr.) leuerfrom, to Samuel P. Savage, 1253

Letter from, to Richard Devens,
-

~
_ _

1523

Q.
Qu~ckenboss, Henry, appointed to .purchase clothing

for the Army, - - - - -
_ _

233
Letter from, read in New-York Committee of Safety, 35:5
Letter from, to New-York Convention, ~ _

879
Meal fell short of the weight mentioned in note o~ 1040

Quackenbush, Nicholas, letter from, to Judge Duer, - 1030
Quakers, allowed to affirm, Maryland,

-
_ _

146
Address of meeting of sufferings o~ for Pennsylva-

nia and New-Jersey, _
1309

Generally remain in PhiladeJphia, _

1334
Almost to a man disaffected, _

1342
In New-Jersey, declare for taking up arms, 1487

Quarantine, Governour of Maryland empowered to
compel vessels to ri~, - . -

_ _
169

Quartermaster, of Pennsylvania, George Bickham ap-
pointed, -

_
201

Quartermaster-General) Genera! Mifflin r~quested to
act as, until the pleasure of Congress is known, 207

Authorized to impress wagons, &c., in New-YQrk, 264
J\lr. Keene, assistant)

- . 265
Act of Conn:cticut to compel ,the furnishing neces-

sary supplies to, _
452

Quebeck, Address of dtizens of, to General Carleton, 798
Rp-ply of General Carleton to Address of citizens of: 799
Sir Guy Carleton said to have been ordered to re-

turn to the civil government of, _

1211
Ql1ee~ Anne's County, Maryland, delegates elected

from, to Convention,
_ _ _

Election for, declared void, -Delegates from, to Convention, _

Battalion of, to be called together as soon as pos-
sible, _

107
Committee of, ordered to take possession of Robert

Browne's warehouse, _
115

Division o~ 161
Judges of Ejection, to intrQduce new Government, 174

88
88
99
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Rattlesnake, South-CaroJina schooner,' people o~ 'to
be paid off, - 1538

Paid off, - 1539
RavcnelJ, DmlieJ, member of South-Carolina Assem-

W~- 1
Rawlings, Colonel, Return of Regiment of, 663,1035, 1401

Wounded, at Fort Washington, - - 730
Post of, at Fort Washington. 779, 781
Taken prisoner, at Fort Washington, - - 809

Rawlings, Daniel, Judge of Ejection, St. Mary's CotJn-
ty,Maryland,- - 173

Rawson, Levi, witness on the trial of Assistant Com-
missary Coombs,

- 520
Ray, John, witness to an Indian petition,.

- 807
Ray, Mr., member of New-York Convention, from UJ-

ster County, - 356
On Committee on memorial of Captain Hathorne, - 359
On Committee on pay of delegates in Convention, 371

Raymond, John, Inspector of fire-arms, Connecticut, 454
Rabson, John, paymen't to, for porterage, -

a 202 Raymond, Captain Samuel, Return of Company of, 503,791
Radlif, William, appointed to purchase clothing for Sick, absent, - 503

the Army, - 233 Commissioned, - . 1451
RahJ, taken prisoner at Trenton-see TrentQn. Raymond, WjJliam, appointed Second Lieutenant,

Died of his wounds, - 1512 Connecticut, - - 459
Raille, Colonel, (Hessian) at the battle of White-Plains, 923 Raynall, Abbe, - . 1368

At attack on Fort Washington, - . 924 Rea, Captain Hugh, .. 219
Raleigh, Continental frigate, fitting out in New~Hamp- Rea, Matthew, Chairman Committee of Shawangunk,

shire, - - - - - - - - 1335 New-York, - 219
Rain, hea\'y, mentioned by General ~-ashington, - 1070 Read, Brigadier, New-Hampshire, General Washing-

Mentioned by Joseph TrumhuIJ, - 1074 ton thinks he ought not to continue in the flervice, 1313
Durincrthe march tram White-P]ains, - - 1123 Read, Captain, - 1459

Rainbo:, British man-of-war, - - 440 Read, Colonel J., state of Regiment o~ - - 744
Ramapaugh, New-York, pass at, to be guarded, - 365 To be in readiness to embark as 800n as boats can

N umber of Tories from, gone to the enemy, - - 842 be provided,
_

878
Letters of General George Clinton from, - 1378, 1450 Regiment of, to come to Albany and go through the

Rambler, schooner, Captain Buffington, arrinl of, in Green Woods to their State, - 874
York River, - 596 Read, Colonel, witne::ss on trial of Colonel Graham, - 488

Ramnant, Josiah, convicted by a court-martial of sleep- Member of a Court-Martial,
-

_
654ingon hispost, - - - - - 535 ReturnofRegimentof, - 709) 831

Ramsey, Captain, arrival of, at Philadelphia, ~ 787 Return of killed and missing in Brigade of, - ~ 727
Ramsey) Captain, Maryland, Return of Company of, 1081 Read, Colonel Joseph, Massachusetts, Return of Regi~

Leave of absence, - 1081 ment of, -
_

499
Ramsey, Colonel, money procured for Captain Harris Return of killed jn Regiment of, -

_
717by, - - ~ - - - - - - 615 Read,ColonelIsaac,FirstVirginiaRegiment,Return

Ramsey, Milford, and others, letter from, to Maryland of Regiment of, _
499,515, 1401

Council of Safety) - - 836 Read, Ensign, member of a Court-Martial,
- 1494

Rand, Captain) member of a Court-Martial,
- 520 Read, George, Delaware, letter to, from John Gibson,

Randall, Captain Thomas, copy of resolution directing Auditor-General, _
811

sale of schooner Putnam to be sent to, - 243 Letter to, from a Committee of Congress,
_

837
Randolph, Continental frigate-see Navy, Continental. Delegate in Congress, credentials of,

-
_

1596
Randolph, Edmund) remains of Peyton RandoJph Read) James, Chairman of Reading (Pennsylvanill)

brought from Pbiladelphia by, - - 902 Committee, - - - -
_ _ _

810
Randolph, Peyton, funeral of, - - 902 Read, James, Captain Jones to give seamen an order
Rangers, South-Carolina Regiment of, placed on Con- on, for their wages,

-
_

1282
tinental establi!o'hment, 17 Read, John, Commissary and Barrackmaster at Fort

Regiment of, to be raised in Georgia, - 17 Island, _
187

Ulster County: New-York, - - 261 Read, John, disaffected person, petition of, to New-
Albany) Tryon, and Char]otte Counties, New-York, 262 York Committee of Safety, _

2b'9Under Captain Smith, Committee fo inquire whether Examination of, respecting Tories, _

580
they will continue during the war, - 278 Read, Joseph, sent to FishkiJl under guardl 230

TryonCounty,New~York,- . - .. 292 Permittedto returnhomeon paroleJ 1321
Tryon County, New-York, allowed Continental ra- Read, Thomas, and others, an address from, referred

tions while in garrison, . 367 to Marine Committee, _
1594

New-York, instructions for, - .. 568 Reade, Joseph, paro]e of, 1411
Rank, uneasiness in the First New-York Regiment on Reading, (Pennsylvania,) crowded with prisoners, _

764
the subject of, - ~ 241 Committee, letter from, to Lancaster Committee, _

810
Ransom, Elijah, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, .. 459 RebeIJjon, defence of America in Parliament against
Rapalje, Lieutenant Daniel, report in New-York Con~ charge of, ..

-
a ,- -

_ _
975

vention on application of, -
~ 226 Rebels, making great preparations for, another engacre~

Rapalje, John, permitted by Connecticut Council of ment on Lake Champlain, _' _ _ b _
1134Safety to visit home on paroJe, - . - - 704 Sudden retreat of, from Rhode-Island,

-
_

1145Rathbun, John P., orders of Captain J. P. Jones.tot - 1283 List of ships and privateers of, at Providence, _
1176

Letter from, to Captain J one!5, . 1283 The Ministerialists in EngJand pretend to fear too
Rations, Continental, allowed to Rangers of Tryon good terms will be given to, ~ 1227

County, - - 367 Cornet Geary killed by a party of, _
1277Furnished to prisoners of war at Poundridge, order Pressed so close jn New-Jersey that they had .not

for payment of, - 372 time to destroy the country, _

1317Of officers and mariners in Massachusetts, armed Every where mouldering away like a rope of sand 1377
vessels, - - 385 Three Companies raised for the Army of, out o'r

P]an to prevent frauds in drawing, approved by Suffolk County, _
1404Washington, - - 509 Quitting the Army and returning home in a stale

Of the Continental troops in Virginia, ,- . 912 the most wretched and discontented, _ _
1424Of the Army of the United States, - 1505 Prisoners taken by, at Trenton, -

_
1475Commissary-Generalto make weekly Returns o~ ~ 1576 Queen's American Rangers to havetheir proportion

Allowed to discharged troops, instead of mileag'p" of the lands of,
- - ~

_ _ _
1490

1597, 1609 Thejr cR,rrying off the Hessian Brigade at Trenton
Of Virginia troops, resolution of Congress respect- . has gIven Governour Tryon more real chagrin

iug, - 1608 than any other circumstance this war, _

1514

Queen-of-England, sbip, petition ofma,ter of, - - 402
Queen of France, Silas Deane suggests a present of

a riding horse tOJ - ] 052
Queen's American Rangers, orders for recruiting, ~] 490
Queen's County, New-York, members for, requested to

attend in Convention, - 371
Address of, to King's Commissioners, transmitted to

Lord George Germain, - 892
Militia of, reviewed by Governour Tryon, - 1404

Quigley, Lieutenant Thomas, letter of, referred to a
Committee, - 203

Letter from, read in New-York Committee of Safety, 243
Quin, Michael, examination of, - 823
Quinton, Dixon, appointed Second Lieutenant of the

Third Independent Company of ReguJars, Mary-
hn~ - 1M

Quyn, Allen, messenger of Maryland Convention, 83

R.
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Records, New-York, provision for securing, 247,275 Reggles, CaptainWiIliam, Maryland, - 1307
Of New-Jersey, resolution of Connecticut for the Reigart, Adam, Marcus Young recommended by, - 749

recovery of, - 457 Member of Lancaster CommiUee, 810, 854, 869, 918
NewaYork, measures for security of, . 898 Meeting of Lancaster Committee at house of, - 854
Of the city of New-York said -to be buried near Reigart, Lieutenant-Colonel, Pennsylvania, - 837

King's Bridge, -'
_

- - - - 1248 Reilly, Nicholas, petition of, to Maryland Convention
Recruiting, Maryland, Committf!c to prepare instmc- for pardon from sentenGe of death, - - 114

tions for, -
.

- 135 Reintzel, Valentine, proposal of, for raising a Com~
Instructions for, in ~ary]and, 163, 164 pany of Riflemen, unanimously rejected by Ma-
Officers, in New-York, instmctions to~ R

_
813 ryland Convention, - 95

Officers)order of Board of War to, ~ 1107 Relf, Robert~CommodoreHopkins desires him to be
Proceedings ofa Council of War relative to) - - 797 sent on board the fleet, - 1162
Gener:ll Schuyler det;lines giving warrant for, to Relig~on, Christian~ ~Hpersons professing, equally en-

CoJonelWarner, - - - - - 797 titledtoprotection,Maryland,- - 146
Orders of General Schuyler for,

_ _
797 Ministers or denominations of, as such, not to haJJ

Impeded by the rage for prjvateering,
_ _ _

872 .la!1dwithout leav~ of the Legislat.ure, Maryland, 146
Bounty money advanced to Colonels to facilitate,

_
905 MWlsters of, not ent't~ed to a seat In the General

Orders to Colonel Sheldon for,
_

1244 Assembly or Council of Maryland, - - 170
E\'ery thing depends on success of,

_

1245 Every person appointed to any o.ffic~ of profit or
Orders, of John Everitt, British~

_
. la79 trust in Maryland, to subscribe a deelar.ation of

Orders" to Lieutenant George BUff, Connecticut,
_

1433 his belief in, - - 172
Recruiting Expenses) of Captain Hugh Montgomery) 183 Remersnide~,.John, complaint against exemption of,

Payment of, by Pennsylvania Council of Safety, _
191 from military duty, - . - 1353

Payment to Captain George Calhoon for,
_ _

197 Remittances, large, to Europe, necessary for the credit
Payment to Captain Mauhew Henderson for, 197 of the United States, ~ 1050, 1051
Of Tenth Pennsylv~nia Regiment, .. 200 Remmington, Ensign, witness before a Court of In-
or Eleventh Pennsylvania Regiment, - . 201 quiry, _

- 1492
Of the.Putnam Battery,

_ _ _ _
201 Removal, powers of Govern our ofMarylandjrespectmg, 171

Redfield, Captain, of the brig Polly,
_

. 1129 Remsen, Colonel Henry) letter from) read in New-York
Red Hook, seventy sail of transports said to be Iyinfr at, 484 Committee of Safety, - 236
Redwood, Abraham, permiued to exhibit his clai~~ _

378 Rench, Andrew, Commissionerfor Washington Coun-
Reed, Enoch, appointed Second Lieutenant,. - - 459 ty, Maryland, - . 103
Reed, George, appointed l\Iajor in the new Army,

_
625 Rensel'low,Major, - - 219

Intrenching and other tools to be delivered to,
_

630 Renselaer, Colonel, Robert, ordered to postpone his
Appointed Major of First New-Hampshire BattaIicn, 646

.

1

'
march, - - 260

Reed, John, disaffected~
_ _

_'
_ _

R 289 Ordered by Committee on Conspiracies to march
Reed, Colonel Joseph, Adjutant-General- into King's District~ - - 296

Letter from) to Mrs. Reed,
_ _

547 Rensselaer, Colonel Robert V., orders of, to Captain
Letter from, to Lieutenant BallI win,

_
593 Fonda, - - 466

Letters to, from General Lee, 782, 831 Rensselaer, Major, ordered by General SclJUJ-ler to
Letter froml to General Lee,

_
793 have flour forwarded, - 591

Letter from, to General Lee, (note,)
_

~
_

795 Representation, in South-Carolina, to be reduced, 74
Sent by General Washington to Gov. LivinD'ston,

_
822 Reprieve, petition of Thomas Scott for, - ~ 117

Letters from~ to President of Congress, - sdt 1033, 1107 Governour of Maryland empowered to grant, - 169
Letters to) from General W ashington~ -921, ]360, 1376 Of Peter Buise, - 544, 545
Letter from, to Genera] Washington, _ _

1181 Republicl{,Massachusetts sloop of war, petition of
At Bordenton, - - - -

_ _
1447 chief pilot of, - - - - - - - 420

Remarks on) in an intercepted letter of Colonel J o~ Certain seamen to be discharged from I - - 429
seph TrumbuJl, - - .' . _ . 1498 Resignation, of Captain Turpin, South-CarolinaNavy, 20

Letter from, read in Congress,
_

1597 Of William Ha}'ward,Judge orComt of Admiralty,
Reed, Captain PauJ)'certificate of John Murray respect- Maryland,

jng, _ _
1210 Of B. T. B. Worthington, Charles Carroll, barrister,

Reed, Colonel, Colonel Sergeant's Brigade, Return and Samuel Chase, delegates in Maryland Con~
ofRegjment of,

- - -
_ _ _

1401 vention, -
Reed, Colonel James, New-Hampshire, thanks of Of Dr. Benjamin Curtis, Surg-eon of the First New~

General Gates to Regiment o~ - - - ~ 533 York Regiment, - 493
Regiment of, 011a general alarm, to repair to Ticon- Captain Johnson, Third Virginia Regiment, - - 515

deroga, - - - - -
_

- ~ 534 Adjutant Trottingham, - ~ ~ . . 530
Three officers of Regiment of: acquitted by a Court- Ensign Ross, - 531

Martial,. - - - - - -
_

534 James Tilghman,as amember ofthe MarylandCoun-
Regiment of,_has suffered exceedingly. -

_
624 cil of Safety, - "- - 761

State of Regiment of~ - -
_

- 744 Captain Magruder, Maryland Militia, - - 774
To be ready to march to-morow to the landinD' at Lieutenant 'Vallace) Maryland MilitiaJ - 774

Lake George, - . :. _ _ _ 0 _
877 Ensign Joshua Drake, 835,873

Offi~er8of Regiment of,
_

1035 Captain Wiley and Lieutenants Harton and Lefoy, 857
RegllTIent of) to be at Goshen this night,

_

1124,1125 James Murray, Maryland Battalion, - - ~ 868
Colonel MoyJan sent to pusn on the Regiment of,

_

1233 Lieutenant Wilbow, Pennsy]vania Artillery, - - 875
At Peekskill, with such of his Regiment as were Lieutenant Chilton, - 876

left behind)
_

1430 Joseph Reed, Adjutant-General) - 891
Desires his Reg-iment may be paid off at Peekskill, 1431 Captain Smith, - - 921
President ofa Court of Inquiry, - - 1491 Captain Day, - 940

Reed, .Wjlliam: .
_

430 Received by New-York Committee of Arrangement, 960
Reedor, JeremIah, prisoner, 273,372 Of CoJoneJ Reed withdrawn, - . _ _

1033
Refugees, from Long-IsJand, recommendation to the Major Roland Cushing, Massachusetts, - 1078

New-York Convention to forma Regiment of,
_

241 General "Villiamson,New~Jersey, . 1121
Order for the sale of hay belonging to, - ~ _

324 Ebenezer Wjlliam8~
_

1196
Order for the sale of the IJersonal estate of one ofl Philip Bartell,

_
1248

New.¥ork, - - - .
_ _ _

328 Lieutenant-Colonel Pitkin, Connecticut 1250
New-York, resolut~on ror6ale~r8tockbelongjng to, 345 Captain Eliakim Brainerd, - '

_
1281.

New-Y~rk, CommJttee to dense an ordinance for General McDougall.contemplates,
- 1296

secunng effects of~ -
_

347 General Washington ;idvises General McDouD'all to
Of Salem, New-Y~rk, inventory of estates of, pre- defer his,

- - -
~ ~ ~

- 1337
sented to Committee of Safety, - - -

_
364 Captain Seelye, - 1367

Letter from Albany Committee relative to estates of, Azel Waters, Quartermaster, . 1395
read in Committee, of Safety:. - -

_
364 Samuel "Vright, - . 1415

Fro.n:' Boston, commItted to Jail,
-

_ _
383 I' James Lloyd Chamberlallle,' - 1426

PetitIOnof keeper ofPJymouth jail respecting, 390' Colonel James Burd, - ~ 1448
Resolve of Massachusetts respecting estates of, - 428 i Alexander Horn, boat-keeper, South-CaroJina, - 1536

94

95



1825 INDEX. 1826

Resolution the schooner Maryland Council of Safety Revolution, American, William Gordon p~epating a
empo\~ered to seJi t. _

109 hi6tory of,
_ _ _

1266
To be sent on a voy~ge, - 116 Reward, for detection of cou.nterfeiting. - 79
LoadinCT 491, 514 For arrest of Abraham Halt, - 609
Nearly ~~ady, - 668 For apprehen.sion of Majo~ French and others, ~31, 1452
Run the Ninety-Two hull down in less than five Reynolds, C., tried and convwted by a Court-Machal, 528

hours - 1135 Reynolds, Captain, member of a Court-Martial, - 934
Restrictiods, o~ the price of salt in Maryland, removed, 111 ReynoJds, Captain John, bill of boarding six of his
Retaliation, recommended in a letter from 3. prisoner men, - 836

inNew-Yarkcity, - - - - - - 1430 Reyn?lds, Robert, doorkeeper of Maryland Conven~
Retaliation, brigantine, ship St. Lucea taken by, - 418 lIOn,. . 83
Retrospective laws, not to be enacted in Maryland,.. 144 Rhea, Major, field~officer for the day at TIconderoga, 875
Return, of- Rhode~Island-

The Twentieth Recriment of Connecticut Militia, ~ 475 Quota assigned to, for the new Army~ - - 210
Colonel CoO'swell':"Reaimentof Militia, - 475 Naval force said to be destined against, 484, 7721840
General, of the Contjn~ntal Army, - 499 Invited to meet in a cor~ference of the New~Eng-
Colonel Nicoll's Recriment, ~ - 503 land States on the subject of paper currency, - 772
Colonel Levi Pawlin"'g's Re<riment, - 505 General Greene accused of partiality in recommend-
ColonelHitchcock's-Regim~nt,- - 505 ingofficersof,- - 767
First Virginia Regiment, - 515 Genera.l Washington approves action of General
Third Virginia Regiment, - - 515 Lee II) respec~ t~ officers of, , - 789
General Heath~sDivision, - - 621 Act of, for appomtIng a CommIttee to treat about
Lieutenant-Colonel Storr8~sRegimellt orConnecti- paper currency, & 865

cut Militia! - 621 In its present circumstances) its principal depend-
Forces encamped on the Jersey shore commanded eDce must be upon the neigbbouring States, - 865

by General Greene, - - - - - 663 Inte1ligence of a fleet steering for" - 1032
Detachments and outguards furnished from Fort Fleet designed against, seen between Block-Island

Lee - 663 and Montauk, - - 1065
Men in CTarrison at Fort Montgomery and Fort Embarkation of Genera! Clinton for, - 1070

Constitution, - - 679 Letters from Governour Trumbullrespecting the ex-
Artillery stores and ordnance at Fort Montgomery, 679 peditionagainst, 1086, 1087, 1096
Regiment of foot under command of Colonel Gra- An exchange of prisoners agree~ upon by, _ _

1104
ham, - 683 Assistance from Massachusetts to,

_
1115

NorthernArmy,- - 701 Proceedingsora town-meeting at Providence"
_

1130
Corps of Militia which joined the Northern Army Landing of the enemy on, - - 1131

jn consequence of the defeat of the fleet on Lake Proceedings of Connecticut Council of Safety in
Champlain, - - - - - - . 701 consequence of the invasion of) _

1141
Continental troops under command of General Lee, 709 Large quantities of clothing carried into,

_

1142
Artillery stores and ordnance at Fort ConHtitutibn, 711 Directions respecting ammunition and provisions
Killed, wounded, and missing, in severalactions, 715-730 for Militia from Connec.ticutto aid of, _

1145
Killed and wounded on hoard his Majesty's ships General Clinton's account of his taking possession

passing the batteries in the North Riverl - - 818 of, - . ~ 1145
Troops at and near Newark, fit for duty, . - 822 Account by Commodore Hopkms of the landing of
Men in garrison in Forts Montgomery and Con- the British on,

-
_

1162
stitution, - 823 Militia of New-Hampshire to be in readiness to

Forces under the command of General Lee 1 - - 831 march to the relief of,
_

1163
Four Brigades under the command of General Commodo.re Parker's account of the British taking

Heathl - - 833 possessIOn of, -
_

1175
Wp,ekly, of Colonel Hand's Regiment, - - 921 Temporary Commissary appointed for the Massa~
Captain Wait's Company of Rangers! - - 947 chusetts troops at, -

_
1178

Captain Strong's Company of Rangers, - 948 Cattle sent forward for supply of Massachusetts
Continental Army at Trenton, - 1035 troops at, _

1178
Officers in General Sullivan~s Brigade, - - 1035 A company of Militia to march to, from Windham,
Killed, wounded, and missing)in the British Army) Connecticut, -

_
1192

from the 17th of September to the 16th of No. Connecticut sending all the Militia they can for the
vember, . - 1055 relief of, -

_
1193

Prisoners taken by the British Army during the Militia from Massachusetts to the aid of, _

1210
eampaign of 1776, - - 1058 General Arnold ordered to, -

_
1217

Ordnance and stores taken by the British Army General Spencer ordered to, _
1218

from the 12th of October to the 20th of Novem. Pork and flour permitted to be transported from
ber, - 1058 Connecticut to, for use of Connecticut troops, . 1221

Connecticut, weekly and provision, do not agree, - 1073 Troops assembling for defence of, .
_

~ 1222
Six Independent Companies, and First Regiment . Massachusetts Council recommend that an imme-

ofRegu!ars, Mary]and, - 1081 diate effort be made to drive the enemy from! _
1251

Cannot be got, in the disordered and modng state Joseph Wanton said to be appointed Governour of,
of the Army, - - 1120 by the British, -

_
1253

First Pennsylvania Regiment of Fool, - . 1122 General Gates thinks General Arnold should have
Necessaries wanted for Major Bland's Regiment of f~11instructions before going to, _ _

1258Horse, - 1270 Prizes to be warned against coming into, _
128~

The Army under the command of Genera! Wash- Prizes ordered into, ..1283.1284
ington, - - 1401 Account by Governour Cooke of the enemy taking'

Clothing sent to Esopu~, - 1409 possession of, - 131.5Sundries sent to New-Windsor, . - 1410 Furnished by Massachusetts with intrenching tools, 1324
Priso~ers taken at Trenton) - . . - 1445, 1446 Every pursuit in, sacrificed to privateering, _ _

1335
Amencan vessels captured by the Bntlsh, - 1523 The two worst fricrates of the Navy buiJt in _

~ 1335
Priz~s. taken by A',Ilerican privateers, - - 1527 Remarks of Gene~al Washington on the l~ss of, _

1340ProvIsions, regu]atLOns for, - - 1587 Remarks of General Greene on the invasion of. _
1343

Garrisons at Ticonderoga and Mountlndependence, Joseph Tl'I1mbuIl wishes his Deputy may have ]~ave
(note,) - 1589 to carry pork and beef to, from Connecticut, . 1352

Revenge, Massachusetts privateer, Anna Maria taken Successes of His Majesty's arms in, wiJIopen re-
by, - - 395 souIces of provisions and forage,

-
_ _

1404Benjamin Dean corr:amissioned commander of, - 410 British troops at, reembarked, _ _
1411Revenge, South-Carolma vessel, reward to crew of, 59, 67 Remarks of William Ellery respecting expedition to 1417

Resolution for rewarding officers and men of, re- Rhode-Island Assembly-
'jected in the Legislative Council, 71 Letters to, from President of Congress, ~ 697,777

V:esse!, reward to officers and cre\~ of. - . 82 Resolve of, appointing a Council of War, _

1208ReView, of Nav~l armament and AruHery companIes, Rhumbout Precinct, Committee at, to make provision
Pennsylvania, - - - - ~ . 187, 188 for Vincent Carter's family, w

-
_ _
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1827 INDEX. 1828

Rice, price of, in Europe, . .. . .. .. 539 Rigging, ordered by New~York Convention for vessels
Silas Deane urges the shipment of, to Europe, 901, 1051 fitting on Lake ChampJain, - 206
Twenty casks of,forwardedforuse of Massachusetts Riggs, Edward, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, ~ 460

troops in Rhode-Is]and, -
..

- -
.. 1286 RightoD, McCully, appointed pub lick boat-keeper,

Commissary-General empowered to import, from the South-Carolina, - 1536

Southern States, .. 1591 Notifi~d of his appointment, - 1537
Rice, Captain, member of a Court-lVTartia], .. .. 520 Allowed thirty shillings per day, - .. 1537

Rice, James, account of, referred to the Committee of Ordered to eno-acre eicrht negro boatmen, .. 1537
pay-table, .. .. - - - - - 1207 Rights-see DeclarOationocifRights.

Rice, Captain John, of Pennsylvania armed boat Con- Ricrhts of Great Britain asseIted auainst the Claims of
\'enlion

_
183, 188 '" America, a pamphlet, noticeOof, in the House of

Blankets delivered to, . . 191 Commons, - 1009

Instructions to,
_

- 192 Ringgold, Thomas, delegate in, MaryJand Convention
Commander of a look-out vessel, - - 1272 from Kent County, .

Rice, Joseph, on Committee in behalf of Mi]itia of On Commit.tee to inquire into progress of Manufac-
Cumberland County, - 402 tories, 96

Rice Major absent
_ _

- - - - 530 On Committee on Loan Office, - - 112
Rice; Steph~n, and James Woods, petition of, to IVlas- On Committee for emission of bills of credit, - 116

sachusetts General Court, - - 408 Motions by, in Convention, - 111,116, 118
Rich, Levi, (rom tbe King's ships, interview of, with Leave of absence from Convention, 97, 122

MiJes Dehvood, - 815 Deceased, - - 132
Richards, Samuel, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, - 459 Ringgold, Thomas, Judge of Election, Queen Anne's
Richards, Captain vViiliam, canvas delivered to, . 182 County, Maryland, . - 174

To deliver sail duck to Coningham &. Nesbitt, . 184 Ringgold, William, delegate in Maryland Convention, 96
To deliver two pieces of duck to Mr. Towers, . 185 Leave of absence from Convention, 122) 141
Bar iron delivered to, - .. 187 Ringwood, Militia of Orange and Ulster Counties not
To provide handcuffs for floating battery Putnam, - 190 to march farther west than, - 369
To deliver sai] cloth for !:<hipMontgomery, - - 190 Ripley} John, appointed Major, Connecticut, - - 458

Richards) vViJliam, appointed Second Lieutenant, Con- Ripley, P., tried and acquitted by a Court-Martial,
- 528

necticllt,
_ . 459 Risberg, Gustavus, Assis.1ant Quartermaster-GeneraJ,

Richardson, George, witness on trial of Captain Gerrish, 497 payment to, - 1564
Richardson) James, on Committee for MOlInt Desert, To send military :-itores to Christiana Bridge, - 1602

Massachusetts) - 432 Twenty thousand dollars advanced to, . - - 1605
Richardson, Lieutenant} liberty granted to, - 1422 Rising Empire, Massachusetts brigantine, masts and
Richardson, Captain Peter) at a Court-Martial) -

. 1069 rigging to be taken out of, 378, 386
Richardson, Thomas) communication of, to Maryland Rising States, Massachusetts privateer, James Thomp-

Convention, relative to Patowmack ferry, - - 129 son, commander, commissioned, - 397
Committee to take deposition re]ati,,-e to facts con- Risk, Charle:;, an account to be paid to, - - 1562

tained in Jetter of, -
~ 140 Rittenhouse" orrery of, mentioned in letters of Silas

Richardson, William, member of South-Carolina As- Deane, - - 884, 1052
sembly,

- 1 Orrery of, destroyed by the Briti6h Army, - - 1509
Rich:lTdson, William) petition of, to Maryland Con- Rittenhouse, David, member of Pennsylvania Council

ventiont - . 128 of Safety, - 181
Petition of, referred to the Council of Safety,

_

129 On Committee to fix a spot for a military magazine, 184
Richardson, William, member of Maryland Convention On Committee on conduct of Captain Hare) - - 185

from Caroline County, 83 On Committee to examine saJt works, - - 185
Elected Colonel of Battalion for Flying-Camp, On Committee on refusal of Continental currency, 188

raised on the Eastern-Shore, Maryland, 89 On brass cannon Committee, - - - - 191
Seat in Convention vacated by his appointment in Vice President, letters from, - - - 809, 829

the Flying-Camp, 89 Rittenhouse, Jacob, payments made to, for cartridge
Captain Bourke's Company added to Battalion o~ - 91 paper, - - - - - - . lSB 194
Letter to) from Samuel Wright, . - 1415 Ritzema, Colonel RudoIphus, Return of the Regiment)

Richardson, Colonel W., account of, for guarmng ot; - 499) 709, 831, 1401
ContinentaJ Treasury from Philadelphia to Balti- Return of kiIJed, prisoners, and missing, of Regi-
more ordered to bi'! paid) ~ - 1607 ment of, - - 717

Three thousaod doHars advanced to, for recruiting, - 1608 Officers of Regiment of, 951, 953
Richeson, Holt, appointed Major of a Virginia Bat~ Officers recommended by, - - - - - 952

taJion, - 695 Roach, WiJliam, master of privateer General Mifflin, - 422
Richbourg, Captain, S01]th~Carolina, Independent Roads, importance of being kept in g-ood order,

- 51
Companies of, to be added to the Sixth Regiment, 75 Assessment upon inhabitants of Charles-Town for

Richeu, Alexander, convicted by a Court-Martial of repairing. - 77
inlistin,g more than once, . . 1494 Commissioners o~ who neg]ect their dut)", to be

Richmond, Colone]BarzWai,on Committeeto examine prosecuted, . 80
suitable places for 'erecting batteries for defence Loan to Baltimore County for opening and clearinrr, 111
ofProvidencet -

_
1130 Repair of, in Orange County, New~York, - 252.282

Richmond, Duke of, speech in the House of Lords on Captain Dirck Brinckerhoff appointed to superiu.
the Address to tbe King, - 968,971,973,974,979 tend repair of, in the Highlands, - - 264

Richmond County, New-York, advance to delegates Resolution:i for repair of, in New-York, ~ 315
in Convention from, - .: 134R To Ticonderoga, petition for repair of, - ~ 445

Richman, Jacob, member of South-Carolina Assembly, 25 To Ticonderoga, resolve for repairingt .. - - 446
On Commiuee to revise list of Magistrates, - . 26 From Fort Edward to Cheshire's, to be repaired, - 475
Leave of absence from Assemb]y, -: 43 Robbins, Captain Daniel, resoh'e relative to rnuster-

Richmond, store-ship) about to sail from England, - 459 roll of, - 436
Richmond, SyJvester,Sheriff of County of Bristol, _

383 Robbins,Ephraim, payment to, for losses at Lexington
Ridgely, Charles, member of Maryland Convention, ~ 83 or Bunker Hill, - - - . .. ~ 408

On Committee on manufactures, - 90 Robbins, John, pension granted to, by Massachuselts, 436
On Committee on Rev. John Scott, 91 Roberson, John, witness on the trial of Lieutenant
On Committee on Rifle Companies, 93 Horton, - ~ 1085
Leave of absence from Convention, 94 106 122 130 Roberts, Captain, Jist of deJinquent Associalors in

Ridgely, Char!~~, l\taryland,
- " - '1147 Company of, not returned) . -

~
- 1473

Purchase of Iron from works of, - - 1523
. Roberts, Lieutenant, (British)) wounded, . - - 1056

Ridge1y, Rich:lfIJ, Cled~ of Maryland Council of Safety, Roberts, ;Lieutenaqt-Colonel, fieJd-officer for the day
letter to, from M:1Jor Deakin, ~ - - 774, 1271 at Ticonderoga, - - . .. - 530, 535

Ridley, RLchard, di:satfected, . _
289 Robertson, Captain, exe-hanged, passes requested for,

Riflemen) two Regiments of South-Carolina) placed to go from New-York to Canada, . 1463
on Continental establishment, - - . 17 Robertson, Major-General, to return to Britain by lhe

:!\1aryland) report of Committee on the state of two I first opportunity, ~ - - .. .. _
1317

Companies of,.
- 131 I Robeson, 'William, on salt Committee, Pennsyh'ania, 198

94



1829 INDEX. 1830

Robins, Lieutenant Joheel, .. 222 Rogers, Major Robert, British- Continued.
Recommended for Lieutenant, - 940 Colonels Malcom and Thomas to be despatched

Robins, John Pllrnell, member of Maryland Conven- against, - - 371
tioo, 84 Colonel Livingston requested to cooperate in the

Robinson) Abner, apPQinted First Lieutenant,.Con. expedilion against, - - 372
necticut, - - 458 List of prisoners taken under, - 470

Robinson, Colonel B., letter to, from General Gates, 623 Two deserters from, .. 5:l0
Robinson, Captain, prisoners delivered to, by New- AUack on party of, .. 576

Hampshire Committee of Safety, - 82.5 General Lee has projected a plan for breaking in
Robinson, Elijah, appointed Captain, Connecticut, ~ 458 upon party of, - 653
Robinson~Elizabeth}payment to, on account of sick Examination of severa] deserters from Rangers of,- 823

soldiers,
-

_ ~ 1569 Genera] Lee proposes an attack on corps of, - 832, 833
Robinson, Ensign, Third Virginia Regiment} sick at Detached to take possession of Mamaroneck, - 922

Philadelphia, -
_

- - - - - 516 General Lee did not succeed with, - 932
Robinson, George, member of SOl1th~Carolina Assem- Said by Governour Cooke to be disgraced, - - 1077

bly, 2 An attack concerted against, - 1172
On Committee on memorial of Mr. Pearis, - 4 Three deserters from Regiment of, sent to General
On Committee to arrange ejections, 21 Wooster, . 1251
On Committee to re\-ise list of Magistrates, - 26 Depredations of, jn Westchester County, ~ 1379
On Committee on salt, 31 Commandant of the Queen's Rangers, orders of,
On Committee to revise MiJitia law, 34 to Daniel Strang, - 1490
Leave of absence from Assembly, 62 Rogers, Major Zabdiel, Twentieth Regiment Connec-

Robinson, Captain Ira, -
a

- -
a

- 219 ticut Militia, Return of Regiment of, - 475,499
Robinson, fsaac, witness on the trial of Thomas Joyce, 1432 RoJI, Captain, member of a Court-Martia], - 1494
Robinson, Captain Isaiah, of the Andrew Doria, arrived Romans, Bernard, Engineer, furnished with materials

at St. Eustatia, - 760 for an experiment of destroying distant objects
At Phil.del phia, - - 1371 by fire, - - - - - - - - 194
His prize sloop the first of King George's own Letter from, to General Gates, . 606

vessels that has been taken, - 1427 General Armstrong had written for, to come to Phil-
His information respecting his prize was premature, 1458 adelphia,~ - 1151

Robinson! Lieutenant, in command of the sloop of war Roorback, Frederick, letter from, to New-York Con-
Iudepeudence, 1241,1330,1331 ventinn, - - 898

Robinson, Colonel .Moses; letter to, from General Roorback, Gerret). Barrackmaster of New-York, claim.
Gates, - 623 of - - 286

Robinson} Mrs., proposal for the release of, . 699 Acc~unt as Barrackmaster presented to New~York
Robinson, Samuel, commander of pri\-'ateer Langdon, 403 Committee of. Safety, ~ - - .. - 310
Robison, John} deposition of, - - 431 Payment tOJ for riding express, - 311
Robosson, EJijah, Captain's warrant issued t01 - - 109 Roorback, J., Jetter from, to Robert Yates, - 1076
Rochester, letter from New~York Committee of Safety Roosa, Dirck, Commissioner for the sale of the per~

to Commitlee of, w 307 sonaJ estate of Thomas Barc]ay, - .. . 328

Letter from Committee of, to N ew- York Conven- Roosevelt, Isaac, member of New~York Convention-
tion, w 623 On Committees-

Rockingham, Marquis of, speech in the Hou~ of On resolutions of CQngress, - 236
Lords on the Address to the King, ~ . 963 ToauditaccountsofAbrahamLi\'ingston, - 237

RockweJl,John, appointed First Lieutenant} Connec- On salting pork, - - - - ." - 237
ticut, 458 On accounts of sale of sloop Putnam, - 285

Rodgers, Isaac, of AJIen-Town, payment to, for work, 192 On letters of Gerard Bancker aud Comfort Sands, 301
Rodgers, Rev. Mr., paymentto} for wages as Chaplain, 186 On accounts of the Committee of Arrangement, 310
Rodgers, Ricbard, disaffected, to be sent to Exeter, - 471 On account of Major Abeel} . - . - 342
Rodgers, William, Judge of Election, Kent County, On application of Mr. L'Hommedieu,

- 356
l\1aryland, 85 On letter from Albany Committee, ..

- 364
Judge of Election, 133,174 On leuer of General Heath, - 370

Rodney, Cresar, letter from, to Captain John Papley, 492 To confer with Colonel TrumbuIl, report of, . 1407
Letter to, from Colonel Haslet} ~ - - - 6.53 Rope-walks, Pennsylvania, furloughs to soldiers to
Letter from, to Colone] Patterson, -745 work at, - ~ 184
Letter from, to Captain Thomas Rodney, . 1370 Rortract, Captain, Return of Company of, ~ 505
Letter to, from Thomas Rodn-ey, - - 1486 Rosa} Isaac' A., Ensign, recommended by General

Rodney, Captain Thomas, letter tOJ from Cresar Rod- James Clinton,
- 1170

neYJ ~ 1370 Rose} Alexander, of Charlestown, South.Carolina, - 1369
Letter fromt to Cresar Rodney, - 1486 Rose, Ransford, Adjutant of Colone] Lattimore's Regi~

Roe, Daniel, arms and ammunition appraised by, ~ 1144 ment, - 723
Roebuck, British ship, p:lssage of,. tbrough the che- Rosecrans, Captain I., recommended to be continued

vaux-de-frise, - - 237 in service, 352, 640
In Delaware Bay, 1180, 1181, 1216, 1254, 1272 General Clinton regrets his not being provided fcr

Rogers, Captain, asks directions how to dispose of the in the new arrangement, ~ - 1039
sloop Montgomery, - - 203 Certificate by, respecting chain across the North

Committee to gi,'e instmctions to, - 203 River, - 1140
Eight hundred pounds advanced to! fors]oop Mont~ Letter from, to Colonel Dubois,

- - 1319
gomery, .

- 253 Ross, Andrew, Second Lieutenant of privateer Eagle, 390
Rogers, Lieutenant Davjd, sick jn camp, - . 503 Ross, Captain, proceedings of Court-Martial on, 8ent

Gone home on furJough, - 791 to General Schuyler,
_

465
Has not received. his commission, - 1451 Sentence-of Court-Martial on, approved, - 548

Rogers, Edward, appointed Captain, Connecticut, - 458 Acquitted by a Court-Martial, - 876
Rogers, James! - 507 Ross, Charles, commander of snow Hettey, 1282
Rogers}John, ejected a Judge of the Court of Admi- Ross &.Ega, payment to, on account of cannon shot

ralty, lVlarylaud, - 117 cast by them, . - 198
Resign~d as Judge of the Court of AdmiraJty, Mary- Ross, Ensign, resigned, - - 631

land, - - . . . - - . 133 Ross, G., Colonel of First Battalion of Lancaster
Rogers, Major, fie]d~officer for the day at Ticonde- County Militia, 672, 837

raga, 531,876 Ross, George, delegate in Congress from Philadel.
Rogers, Maurice}payment to, for blankets, - 190 phia, on Committee of clothing, - 248
Rog~rs} Mr., recommended by Silas Deane, 851,867 Letter from, to Lancaster Committee, - . 127~

Ald-de-Camp to Mons. du Condray,
- 1052 Circular from, . 1273

Rogers, Major Robert, British, intelligence of capture Un Committee on petition ofMuscoe Livingston, - 1573
of a party of Rangers of, commuuicated to New- On CommittPe to repair to Head~Qua.rters, _ _

1579
York Committee of Safety, .. 275 Ross, Hugh, prisoner, Dr. Witherspoon has leave to

Petition of "Vestchester County, that he may be tal{e, to Princeton\ -
_

1564
driven off, ~ 371 Ross, Judge, at Lancaster) - 1372

..



1831 INDEX. 1832

Ross, Mr., payment to) for sundry prisoners from
Canada,

_
- 1593

Rosse, Wm.! one of the signers of the letter from the
inhabitants ofPapaconck, - - 215

RotatioIl, in exec.utive departments, Maryland, - ~ 145
Raus, Mr., speech of, in House of Commons, on re-

visa]of acta of Parliament, ~ 1013
Rowe, John, letter to, from New-York Committee of

Safety, - 1061
Rowe, Joseph, commander of privateer Washington, 380
Row Galleys, building on Lake Champlain, stores

wanted for, - 205
Charges of Benjamin Eyre for building, - 749
Connecticut, accounts of, - - 1207

Rowland, Andrew, supplied with cannon by Connec-
ticut,

t _
- 511

Rawlens, Captain, sailed from Nantes, with arms and
ammunition for America, - - 612

Roya] Exchahge, prize 5hip, letter from Commodore
Hopkins re$peeting prize money of, - - 1470

Memorial from the late master of, read in Congress, 1566
Rules, of Maryland Convention, - - - 87
Rum, publick sale of, at Jamestown, Virginia, - - 459

Extra issue of, during bad weather, - 529
A quantity of, to be at hand, to be delivered accord-

ing to orders, -
, ~ 529

Order for the issue o~ - 532, 533
General Lee directs a quantity of, to be forwarded,

1073, 1169
Arrival ofa cargo of, at New-London, - - 1196

Rumhart, George, payment to, for porterage, copper,
S.

&.c., - 192 Sabin, Captain Hezekiah, payment to, for mounting
ltuID3ey,Benjamin,CommissionerfromMarylandto a field-piece,- - - - - - - 1207

repair to camp, 121,673 Sabitts, Colonel Joseph) orders of General Washing-
Delecrate from Maryland to Continental Congress, 179 ton to, - 1295
Lett:rs from, to Maryland Council of Safety, - - 660, Sachem, Continental vessel, arrived at Martinieo, - 1241

661, 827, 1370, 1471 Expected al Philadelphia, - -1372, 1374

Letter to, from Thomas Bond, - 915 Sackett, Mr., member of New-York Convention from
Credentials of, - 1575 Dutchess County, - - 201

Rumsey, Colonel, Maryland, - - 1272 Summoned to attend Convention, - 308
Rumsey, William, member of Maryland Council of Sacket, Mr., member of New-York Convention from

Safety,_. _
- - - .. - - 179 TryonCounty, - - - - - - 252

Letter from, to Maryland Council of Safety, - 915 Requested to send a bOK of cartridge;s to Fishkill, - 261
Runnels, Captain Danjel, payment for transportation Sacket, Nathaniel, account of lead and ball, &.c., de-

of troops of, from FishkiH to Red-Hook, - - 262 livered to, .. 213
Rupple, AuO'ustus, payment to, by Pennsylvania Coun.. Directions to, to deliver lead for frigates building at

cd ofSt'Jafety, for going express, - - - - 192 Poughkeepsie, - - .. - - - 229
Rush, Benjamin, delegate in Congress from Penn.syl- On Committee for detecting conspiracies, .. 467

vania one of the signers of a letter to the Com- Sackett, Captain Samuel, recommended for a cummis-
mitte~ of Chester County, Pennsylvania, - .. 463 sian in the new Army, - 640

On Committee,letterto.fromGeneralLee, - - 1121 Recruiting,.. - 834
Letters from, to Richard Henry Lee, 1308, 1487, 1512 Letter from, to Robert Yates, - 873
Requested to provide for sick marines at Philadel- Letter from, read in New-York Committee of Ar-

phia, - 1559 rangement, - 957
Payment to, for General Thompson, - 1567 To assist in seizing a party of Tories) - - 1515

Rush, William, payment to, for work, - 198 Sagarl Adam, disaffected, - 289
RusseJl, Edward, appointed Captain, Connecticut, - 458 Sage, Colonel Comfort, Return of Regiment of, 499,709,831
Russel, Georgel letter to, from Samuel Curwen, - 1306 Return of killed and missing in Regiment of, - 727
Russelll Giles, appointed Lieutenant-Colonel, Connee- Sail Duck, order of :Maryland Convention for the im-

ticut, .. 458 portation of, - - 116
RusseU, Jacob, disaffected, to be sent to Exeter, and To be deli\'ered to Cl,)ningham &. Nesbitt, - 184

remain in jail tiU further orders, - 471 Order on Captain Richards for, - - 185
Russell, James, letter tal fromMassachusetts Board of Delivered to Pennsylvania ship Montgomery, ~ 190

War, - 1325 Taken on a prize ship, .. .. - w - 800
Russell, Captain John, - - 423 St. Barbe, arrival o~ from Bilbo~ - 1088
Russell, Joseph, and others, petition of, .. - 445 St. Clair, Brigadier-General Arthur, President of a
Russel,Mr., -

_ - 1470 Court.Martial,- .. 528
Russel, Seth. payment to, for losses at Lexington or Command of, - 532

Bunker Hill, - - 408 Letter from, to General Gates, - 874
Russell, Thoma!'!, - 402 General Washington proposes to send him to com-
Russia, said to have agreed to aid Great-Britain, - 825 mand the Jersey Militia, - - 1153

General Howe hopes that reinforcements may be Arrival of, at General Washington's Head-Quarters, 1419
obtained from, - - 926 Letter to, from James Wilson, - 1482

Talk among the soldiers in New-York, of receiving St. Eustatia, shipments to, recommended, - 513
reinforcements from, - 934 Tobacco rising fast in, .. 819

Resolution of Congress respecting troops from, Henricus Godet att offers his services to ConlJress 910
against the United States, - 1617 Ship Andrew Doria to bring a good cargo fro~, : 1241

Rust, Stephen, midshipman on sloop Providene£>, - 738 I Intelligence at, -
p

1270
Rutgers, Captain Anthony, recommended to provide Arrival of the Andrew Doria at Philadelphia frDm,- 1371

stores, - 1129 St. Franc;ois Indians, importance of counteractinO' the
Letters from, 10 New-York Committee of Arrange- enemy by furnishing supplies to,

tJ
- 1081

ment, 1220, 1237 St. George's Island, lnhabitants driven from, by Lord
Rutgers,Mr.,memberofNew-YorkConvention,- 347 Dunmore'sfleet, - - - - - - 117

DecJines any agency in fitting out the ships at St. John, John, appointed Second Lieutenant, Can-
Poughkeepsie, - 370 necticut,- - 459

Rutherford,Alexander, parment to, for cartouch-boxes,

J

S1. John, Lieutenant Ezra, - - - - w 219
&c., - - - - .. .. - - 183 S1.John's,ordersto navalcommandantat,respecting

Rutherford} Liet:ltenant Archib-aldJ Britishl wouuded, 1055 flags of truce, - - - - - - - 798

Rutledge, Edward, member ofSol1th-Carolina Assem-
bly,

Delegate in Congress from -South-Carolina-
Extract of a letter from, to the President of South-

Carolina,
On Committee on resolutions of New-York Con-

vention, respecting General Schuyler, - 216
Memher of the Board of War, - 670
Letler from, to John Jay, - 825
On Committee on an appeal against a sentence of

the Court of Admiralty of Philadelphia, - 1563
Mr. Chase placed on the abo\'e Committee in the

room of, ~ .. 1576
On Committee on letter of Timothy Danielson, - 1565
Payment to, for cash he paid, - ~ - - 1576

Rutledge, John, President and Commander-in-Chief
o(South-Carolina, proclamation by, - 1

Messages to the Assembly, - 4,5, 19,22, 26, 27, 29,
33, 37,38,41, 48, 49,53,55,61,67, 72, 73, 74,75,79

Letters from, to the Navy Board) - - 1531, 1534
Ryan, John, petition of, to Continental Congress, - 1508
Ryan, Michael, appointed Brigade-Major for the gar-

risons of Ticonderoga and Mount Independence, 878
Ryan, William, commissioned Second Lieutenant of

privateer -'Varren, - 419
Ryder, Joseph, soldier, found on a privateer, - - 491
Rye, New-York Convention ordel, to be purchased

fnr the Army,. - - - - - - 207
Embargo laid on, in Connecticut, .. 592

53



1833 INDEX. 1834

81. John's} Antigua~ intelligence at, w ~ -
. 1269 Salt-Continued.

St. John's Indians memorial to Massachusetts Assem- Report of Committee for the sale and distribution
bly respecting,

_
- 1268 of, New-York, - 230

Listof, who were present in the expedition against Two bushels of, de1i,'eredfor troops at FishkiU, a 255

Fort Cumberland,
_

- 1269 Publication of resolves of New-York Committee of
Letter to, from General Washington, - - 1403 Safety relative to, postponed, - - 261

81. Kitt'!:3,West-Indies, intelligence at, 1269 Memorial of William McNeal respecting, - 282

St. Lawrence River, the SwalJow packet not ab]e to Letter from New-York Committee of Safety to Jo-
enter, - 1211 hannes Sleght respecting, - 287

The Union not able to enter, ~ 1212 Application of Committee of Rochester for, w - 307

St. Lucea, ship, taken prize by Captain Giles, - - 418 Mode of preserving beef with a small quantity of, - 307

St. Martin's, powder from, to Baltimore, ~ ~ 197 Committee to write to Colonel Trumbull respecting, 342

Arrival at Philadelphia of vessels from, w - 821 New-York Committee to supply back inhabitants
Saint Mary's County, Maryland, delegates from, in with, - 359

Convention, 84 Memorial of Captain Hathorne re5pecting~ - - 359

Suits continued in court of, w . 135 Letters respecting, sale of, brought by a flag from
Judges of Election for, to introduce the new Go- New-York~ w 368

vernment, - 173 Petition of Nathaniel Whitaker to Massachusetts
St. Ours, Monsieur, Canadian prisoner, pajiment to, General Court for aid in manufacturing, w - 401

for his allowance,
_ _ _

- -
w 1564 Bounty on manufacture o~ in Connecticut, - - 450

St. Philips, memorial of Vestry of, to South-Carolina Arrival of-vesselswith, in Virginia, 460,596,902
Assembly, 28 Sbipped from St. Eustatia to Maryland, - 481

Report on memorial o~ 34, 39 Great want of, at Schenectady, w 504
St. Vincent's, Silas Deane suggests encouraging the Necessitous cries and lamentations fOT, 525

Caribs in, to revolt,
_

w 1051 Embargo laid on, in ConnectiGut, - 593
Salady, Melchior, soldier, to assist in castin~ cannon, 1600 One hundred thousand bushels to be imported into
Salary, of officers of Privy Council, Soutb-Carolina, - 41 Connecticut, - - - -

~ - - 593

Of ChancelJors and Judges ought to be liberal, Application of Rochester to New- Yark Convention
Maryland,

_
- - - - - - 145 for, - 623

Of Treasurers of Maryland,
_

w 176 Application of Robert Ogden to Congress fOT - 638
Salem, Massachusetts, petition of Committee of, w 421 Petition of Thomas Lowry to Continental Co~gress

Volunteers at, - 1211 respectmg, - 661
Noble spirit of volunteering at, - 1266 Forcible seizure of, in Maryland, - - 695

Salem, New-York, report on removal Qf prisoners of Jo~eph Cowperthwaite, agent to take care ot: - 698
war from, - 273 Notice for distribution of, in Philadelphia County~ 698

Inventory of estates of refugees in, laid before the Application of Mountjoy(Pennsylvania)forits quota
Committee of Safety, - 364 of, -

Letter to Committee of, from New-York Committee _-\pplication of township of Heidelberg (Pennsylva-
of Safety, - 364 nia) for its quota of, - - - - - 778

Inventory of estates ofrefllgees, -
w 1100 Disturbances on the Eastern-Shore of Maryland" for

Conduct of Committee of, approved by Committee want of, - w - w - w - - 787
of Safety, w 1140 Regulations f~r distribution o~ in Lancaster County,

Salisbury,Connecticut,furnaceat, employedin cast- Pennsylvama,- - - - - - - 810
ing cannon, - 308 Arriv~l o~ at Philadelphia, from St. Martin's, w 821

New-York Convention to have cannon cast at, - 359 ApplicatIOn of Thomas Smyth to Maryland Council
Examination to be made of foundry at, - 1609 of Safety for, w w w 868
Congress send tOJ for cannon, - 1615 People at Baltimore desperate about, - - - 903
Appropriation for expenses of persons sent to, - 1616 Wan~ of, in l\faryiand, for curing pork and beef, - 1025

Sally, sloop, to be ]ibelled, w 412 Forcibly taken from John Hathorn and others! in
TakenbyCommitteeofDeer-Island, - - 429 OrangeCounty,New-York, . - - - 1040

SaUy, ship, Captain Rawlens, sailed from Nantes.
_

612 Jacob Watson, wishes his, to be sold for flax-seed,
Sally, ship, an exchange of prisoners taken on, to be pork, or butter, - - - w -11571206

proposed, - 1208 Briga,de~t Chatham suffering exceedinglyfor, -' 1247
Saltonstall, Brigadier-General Gurdon, Return of Bri~ Application of Mrs. Stewart for return ot: - - 1253

~ade of, - - 499 Plan of <;olonelTrumbull for importation of, - w 1407
Militia uoder, extremely anxious to return,. - 558 Pr?Ceedlllgsin South-Caro]inaNavyBoard respect~
Return of killed. wounded, and missing, in Brigade mg, - ~ - "- - - w1529,1531

of, _
- 721 A load of, to be brouO"htfrom Turk's Island - - 1565

Memorial of, - 1303 Pennsylvania Council of Safety requested tC:supply
Salt, a Commissioner to purchase and dispose of a E. BJainand others with, w - - - 1570

cargo o~ at Char]es~Town. 31, 35, 40, 42 CoO?mitteeo~ Congress ~o conFerwith Pennsylva-
Manufacture of, encouraged in South. Carolina, 32 ma Council of Safety respectmg, - - - 1570
Works, erection of, in Charles~Town,stopped, 35 Congress recommend to Pennsy]vania Council of
Purchase and distribution of, in South-Carolina, 55,59 Safety to take ?ff all restraint upon the price of, 1602
Thirty thousand bushels of, to be purchased and Salt Vessels, Captam Brown to furnish a g-uard for, - 202

stored in the West-Indies by Maryland, 98 Salt Works, guard sent to, on Tom's Ri,'er, .. w 182
Restrictions taken off the price of, in Maryland, - 111 Payment by Pennsylvania Council of Safety for nails
Depredations of, in Maryland, - 128 and spikes fOf, - - - - w - - ]83

Committee of Pennsylvania Council of Safety to At Tom's River, applicatjon to Board of War for a
wait on owners of, - w 185 guard for, w - - 183

Payment by Pennsylvania Council of Safety for dew In New-Jersey, Committee of Council of Safety of
livery of, - - 185 Pennsylvania to examine, - - w - - 185

Regulations for purchase and distribution of, in Near Tom's River, Governour Livingston requested
Pennsylvania, - 185, 556 to send guard to, - - - - - w1561

Directions to Mr. Eastburn fordistribution of, Penn- Salter, Captain, - - 1455
sylvaniat - - 186 Saltpetre, payment by Pennsylvania Council of Safety

Commiuee for purchase and distribution of, Penn- for, - - ~ - - - - - w 184
sylvania, ~ & 186 Ma.de at the pubEck factory, Pennsylvania, payment

:Five hundred bushels o~ drawn for the Army, - 187 tor, - - - ~ - - . . - 185
Payment by Pennsylvania Council of Safety for, . 191 Delivered to George Losk, Pennsylvania, - 190
Proportions faT distribution of, in Pennsy]vania, . 195 To be delivered to William Thompson, ~

- - 194
Regulations of Pennsylvania Council of Safety con- Rem,oved from Suffolk County to Connecticut, Com.

cerning, continuedt - 198 mlttee to secure, - w 244
In Pennsylvania, to be sold only to famiJies of Militia Encouragement for manufacture of, in New~Yark 249

in actual service, - 200 Advance for purchase of, in Suffolk County, New~
For the County of Philadelphia, order respectincr, - 202 York, 258
Report on, in New-York Com-ention, read and °re_ Payments for, by Massachusetts, - - 384-)403, 408

committed, w 206 Resolve of l\fas~Jachusetts, relative to receiving, 397) 401

699
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Saltpetre-Continued. Saw.Pitts, General Wooster stationed at, - - 1379
Offered by James Payson and others to Massachu- Sawter, Captain, brigantine Henry and Ann taken by, 438

setts General Court,- - 406 Saywood, George, chosen Second Lieutenant of Ma~
Sent from l\Iassachusetts, to Livingston's powder trosses at Gloucester, - 387

mj!]s, 428, 445 Scalps, rewards offered for, by South-Carolina, 33
Act for inspection of, in Connecticut, - - 449 Scammell, Colonel Alexander, Deputy Adjutant-Gen-
ReinsJlectorsof, - - 450 eral, - 832
:Bounty on, in Conneelicl1t, - - 451 Letter from, to General Heath, -1030,1169
Imported in the Hancock and Adams, - - 746, 1571 New~HampshireAHsemblyrequestCongresstosend
Exportation of, from Great Britain prohibited, - 773 money to, - 1453
Forty tons of, shipped by Silas Deane, - - 1050 Scannel, Sergeant, - - 1359
Report on, in New-York Convention, - - 1468 Scarborough, Massachusetts, petition of a number of

Sam, priz~ ship, arrival of, at Philadelphia, ~ 854 Militia of, ~ 402
SampJe, Captain Robert, list of deJinquent Associalors Sceaner, William, Commodore Hopkins detiires him

in Company of, - 1472 to be sent on board the fleet, - - 1162
Samson,Mr.,witnessbeforeaCourt-Martial,'- - 1492 Sc11anks,Captain, commanding the naval department
Sander1'1,BilJy, sent prisoner to Exeter, New-Ramp- at St. John's, - - 798

shire, - 469 Schenck, Henry, member of New-York Convention
Sanderson, Francis, an enemy to America, ~entence from Dutchess County, - 206

passed on, - 125 Empowered to take charge of the children of Isaac
Sandford, Ezekiel, appointed Captain, Connecticut, - 458 Teller, ~ 208
Sands, Comfort, Auditor-General of the State of New~ .On Committee On letter of General Clinton, . - 240

York1letter from, read in New~York Committee DisGharged from agency of purchasing flour,~ - 250
of Safety, ~ 237 I\Iember of New- York Committee of Safety, R - 2.50

On Committee to settle with crew of the schooner To make inquiry relati,'e to certain bricks, &c., - 252
Genera] Putnam, - 285 To provide vessels to transport troops to PeekskilJ~ 252

Letters from, to New-York Conyention, - 285, On Committee to procure flour for the Army, - 264
305,524,525,548,560 To purchase wheat for the Army, - 269, 276

Lettersfroill, read in New-York Committee of Safety, 286, To purchase bags for transporting wheat to the mills, 270
300, 301 To make provision for certain poor pen;ons,

'" - 270
SandsJ Cornell, goods at tI~e house of, to be examined, 309 Advance to, on account of Commissary.GeneralJ .. 274
Sands, Lieutenant-Colonel, remaining wages to be paid Account for maintenance of poor suhmitted to, 284

to Regiment of,
'"

302 Summoned to attend Convention,
_

308
Sandwich, Earl of, speech in the House of Lords on Letter from, read in New-York Committee of SafetYJ 360

the Address to the King, ~ - - - - 970, Letter from, to New- York Committee of Safety, - 1098
971,972, 973,974,978, 979 Schenck, Captain John, - - 205

Sandy-Hook, Canada prisoner~ at, - ~ 203 Ordered to purchase lime, bricks, &c., - - 207
Captain Warner to watch all vessels going in or out Committee to take inventory of goods in the !:Itare-

of -
. 461 hou,e of, -

_
230

Sanford, Ephraim, gone to join the Ministerial Army, To get certain arms repaired, - 243
account of the effects left by, - - 1100 LetterfromltoNew-Yorl{Convention,- - - 1309

Sanford, Adjutant John, recommended for a Captaincy I Flour sent hy, has not arrived at Fort l\Iontgomery, 1367
in the new Army, 522 Schenck, PaulJ appointed to purchase clothing for

Sangier, Captain, vessel Elizabeth, got safe into troops, - - 264
CharIe8towllJ ~ - 819 Schnebely, Henry, member of Maryland Convention, - 83

Sarah, prize brigantine, to be so]d at Jamestown, Vir- Schenectady, number of men to be posted at,.. - 641
ginia, - 459 Onehundred batteaus to be built at,

_
1593

Saratoga, barracks at, for a thousand men willbe ready Schlosser, George, on salt Oommittee,Pennsylvania, 190
in a few days, - - .. ~ - - 594-, 604 SchoJts,Lieutenant, (prisoner,) application of, for ser-

Number of men to be posted at, - - 641 vants, - 764
Council of 1Nar at, - 797 Schoonmaker, Lieutenant, sick, absent, - .. 506
Letter of Richard Variek from, - 1352 Schriver, David, member of Maryland Convention for

Sargent, Daniel, leuer from, to EiJis Gray, - 940 Frederick County, - 83
Sargent) Ezra, appointed a Commissa.ry, -

~ ~ 446 Leave .ofabsence [rum Convention, 97, 130
Sargent,Judge,on <;i0mmitteeoflVIassachu~ett8House Schdver, Jacob, on salt Committee, Pennsylvania, - 198

of Representatives, - - 846 Schuyler, Hanjoost, Sergeant in a Ranging Company,
Sargent, Colonel Paul Dudley, payment to Surgeon of gone off to the enemy, 291,577) 578

Reaimentof. - - - - - - - 401 Schuyler,l\TajorPeter,recommendedforacommission
Retu~ of Brig~deo( - 499, 709, 831, 1401 in the new Army, - - 640
Killed, tnken, and missing, in Brigade of, - 723 Schuyler, Major General Philip-
Sick in Regiment of, recommended for discharge, . 939 Letters from, read in New-York Convention and
Letter from, to GenJ3ral Washington, - - 1038 Committee of Safety, 205,305,325,361
Order of march for Brigade of, - 1167 Committee in New-Yark Convention on letter of. ~ 205
CaptainPerry recommended by, - ~ 1277 Report in New-York Convention on letter o~ ~ 206

Sarringhause, Dr. William, payment tOJ .. ~ 1569 Committee in Congress on resolutions of New-York
Sartell, Colonel J03iah, on Committee from Massachu- COn\'ention, respecting, - ~ 216

setts tD go to camp at N ew~Yark, 399, 494 Report in New-York Convention of Committee who
Bearer of a letter to Massachusetts House of Repre- waited on,

_
216

sentative8, - 711 New-York Convention believe that an inquiry into
Satisfaction, privateer, commissioned. by Massachll- conduct of, will c]ear his character, ~ - 217

setts, .. 445 Resolution of Congress declining to accept resign a-
Sattl3r!y, Nath'[, order for an arre8t signed by, -

~ 524 tion of, read in New-York Committee of SafetYJ 244
Saunders, John, senior Lieutenant of privateer Lang~ Committee to cooperate with,

_
260

don, ~ 403 Report of the Committee appointed to cooperate
Saunders, Robert, orders of Captain J. P. JonestOJ- 1284 with, 288-299,561-591
Saurine, Lieutenant, British, wounded, - 1056 Removal of Dayton's corps not desired bYJ .. 290
Savage) sloop, parole ,..iolated by mate of) .. 273 Embarrassments of, - 296

An officer of, believed to be in listing for the British Advice of, requested on the best plan of obstructjng
Army, - 302 Hudson', River, - - - - -

_
316

Savage, John, information against,
- '"

569 Requested to superintend tbe works for tbe obstrue-
Sa\'ageJ Samuel Philips, President pro tempore of tion of Hudson's Ri"er, - - 328

Massachusetts Board of\Var, - 1178, 1251J 1252 Congres:! requested to commit the obstruction of
Letter to, from WlJliamPynchon,Jr., - - 1253 Hudson's River to, -

_
340

Sa\'age, Thomas, member of the Navy Board of South- Letter to be written to, from New.Y ork Convention 374
Carolina, 39,1537 Resolve of Massachusetts for suppJyint>"Jwith nails: 411

On Committee on establishing a reprisal fund, 41 Report in Connecticut AssembJy on letter of.
_

457
On Committee for providing pilot for Beaufort, 47 Desirous of an answer to his letter, respecti~g the
On Committee on President's Message, 54 Nanticoke Indians, - ~ 598



1837 INDEX. 1838

Schuyler, Major-General Philip-Continued. Scott, BriQ"adier-General John MOfin-
At a Council of War, ~ ~ 797 Letter [;om, referred to the Committcf: on Conspi-
Orders of, for recruitiog, 797 racie' - 230
Desired Joseph Trumbull to exchange offices with Letter fr~mJ read in New-York Convention,

- - 233
Colonel Lewis, 907 Payment for medical attendance on troops of, - 272

John Lansing, Jr., Secretary to,
-

_
936 Letters from, readin New-York Committee of Safety, 301,

Reflections by Colonel \Vayneon the instructions of, 1031 340,346
Resolutions of Congress to be sent to, - - 1559 Resolutions for continning Brigade o~ in service one
Letters froID, read in Cong-ress,

-' - 1561, month
_ _ _ _ _ _ _

- 321
1570,1573.1591,1600,1610,1612 Letter fr~m, to New-York Convention,- 324,841,931

Permission to, to repair to Congress, - - 1568 Thanks to, for his offer to continue in service one
Letter from, referred to Board of War, - 1573 month without pay,

_ _ _ _
- - 326

Requisition of, for powder, referred to General Letters to, from New-York Committee of Safety, 328, 341
Washington, -

_
1618 J\iIember of New-York Convention) - 347

Letters from, to- On Committee on letter from John Gibson) - - 353
Commissioners to the Northern Army, (note,) - 1585 Bri(fade of, disbanded, except about one hundred
President of Congress, - 235, 605, a~d fifty men, - . 353

640, 770, 796) 1062, 1160, 1495 On Committee to act in conjtlllction with General

- 1498 George Clinton, - - - - . 362, 11;6

- 658 On Committee on letter of General Heath,. -
3,0

- 489,548, On Committee on the Westchester expedition, - 374
604,635, 658, 665, 835, 861, 879 Return of Bricrade of, - - - - 499, 621, 833

Robert H. Harrison1 - . - 665 Letters from, to New-York Committee of Arrange-
Colonel Lewis,

- 1102 ment 522, 833
New-York Convention, - . - 234,259, At a C~uncil of War, - 543,664,751,842

287,310,604,641; 1101, 1249 Return of killed, prisoners, and missing, in Brigade
Committee of New-York Convention at Albany, 575, of _ _

723
577) 581, 587 Re,O'iment of, stationed at the gorge of the moun~

Governour Trumbull, - 1301, 1476 t~ins by Robinson's Bridge, _ _
.

- 751
Pierre Van Cortlandt, -771, 1043, 1174 Order of General Heath to, to move to Haverstraw, 842
General'Vashington, 498, 604, 641 Ordered over the river to cover provisions, - 859
Meshech Weare, - 1062t 1499 Time of BriO'ade of, about to expire) ~ - - 859
Robert Yates, - - 1101 List to be m~de out of arms delivered tp Brigade o~ 860

Letters to, from- Quartermaster to furni8h list of tents, &.c., delivered
Cnptain Allen, . 577 to Brigadeat;. - - - . _ _

860
General Arnold, 253, 575 Importance of Brigade of, continuing in service, .: 871
President of Congress, . 614, 1477 Letter to, from General Heath, 872,906
General Gate" - - 526, 575, 607, 1031 Captain Treadwell ordered to join Brigade of, _

873
H. Glen, - 490, 743 Letter frolll, to General Heath, - 894
Robert H. Harrison, 465,780, 854 Letter from, to New-York Committee of Safety, - 895
General Herkimer, - - 577 Letter from, to General Washington,". _ _

929
New-York Committee of Arrangement, - 956 BriO'ade of, requested by the New-York Committee
New-York Committee of Safety, - - 238,304, ;f Safety to continue in service till the end of

309, 329, :>40,363, 367 December, _
930

Governour TrumbuU, -1194) 1451 Thanks of New-York Committee of Safety to Bri-
Daniel Tucker, - 1516 gade of,

-
_

930
General Ward, - - 1497 At Colonel Hay', with his Brigade, _

1030
Robert Yates, - 568,578,581,585 Brigade or, except about one hundred, gone home, 1040

Schuyler, Stephen, on Committee to confer with the Letter to, from Colonel Malcom,
-

_ _ _
1073Deputy Commissary-General, - - 572 On Secret Committee, _

1301
Schwartz, George, pftyment to, by Pennsylvania Co un- Scot, Joseph, appointed Captain of Virginia Artillery, 1594

cil of Safety, for cartouch-boxes, - - - 193 Scott, Lieutenant, First Virginia Regiment, sick, _

516
SchweighauserJ 1\lr., grain consigned tOtfrom America, 612 Scot, Lieutenant, (British,) at attack on Fort Washing-

Payment by, for engineering instruments, - - 613 t.on, _
817Schwein, Lieutenant., Hessian, killed,

- 1057 Scott, Thomas, petition of, to Maryland Com'ention,
Scoharie, detachment of Militia of, - 292, 293 for reprieve, _

117Scotch Prisoners)in Goshen, application to New-York Scott, Walter, permitted to visit home on parole, ~ 703
Committee of Safety relative to, - 233 Scott, William, Jun., petition of, to South-Carolina

In Orange Connty, report of' Committee on, - - 234 Assembly, 3Scotland, allusion in House of Commons to peerage oft 997 Admitted to a seat in the South-Carolina Assembly, 8
Scott, Abrm., letter from)to Lancaster Committee, ~ 699 On Committee on Courts-Martial, 17
Scott, Captain, Maryland, killed at White-Plains, 487, 889 On Comrnitt8con petition of William Hart, _

24-Scott, Captain] member of a Court-Martial,
- 700, On Committee to examine jail, - 57769,934, 1421, 1432) 1515 On Committee to wait on Legislative Counci], 43, 47

Scott, Captain John B., eashiered by a Court-Martial, Scott, Captain William, payment to, for repairing arms, 197
for defrauding the Continent, - - 534 Scouts, General Lee not satisfied with the conduct o~ 653

Scott, Colonel, Return of Regiment oft -1035, 1401 Scovil, Reuben, appointed Sec-ond Lieutenant, Con.
Scott, George, member of Maryland Convention for necticut,

-
_

459Somerset County~ - 84 ScowfieId, SiI~"anus, a furlough asked for, to assist in
Leave of absence from Convention, 109, 164 making flour casks, _

270Scott, Gustavus, member of Maryland Convention for Screen, Thomas, member of South-Carolina Assembly, 1
Somerset County, 84 Screven, Benjamin, member ofSouth-CaroUna Assem.,

On Committee on prize8, 91 bly,
25On Committee on resolutions of Congress, - - 116 Scribner, Nathaniel, appointed Captain ofa Company

On Committeeto prepare instructions forRecruiting to be raised in Dutchess County,
-

_
~ 232

SBrgeants,
- 135 Pay-roll of, exhibited for payment, 354On Committee on Potowmack Ferry, - - 140 Payment ofOompany of,

3."59l\lotions by, in Convention, - 89,141,154,157,161 Scudder, Nathaniel, New~Jersey, _
1597Leave of absence from Convention, - 164 Scull, l\latthew, appointed by Pennsylvania Council

Scott, Rev. John, Committee to examine depositions of Safety, Captain in the Continenta] service, _
189against, - - ~ - - ~ 91 Seabrool{e, Mr., on a flag of truce, oath administered

Report brought in from Committee on, - 96 to,
- ~ 1380

Required to gi~ security not to correspond upon Seabury, A., parole of,
- .. . 1143publick matters with any person whatever,,, ~ 96 Sea-Coast, resolution of Connecticut requesting troops

Discharged from any fnrther attendance on the Co.n- for!
- - - - - ... ~ _ _

452vention, - 97 Resolve of Connecticut for removing stores andAllowed another week to settle his atTairs, - . 109 provisionsfrom,
...

'Vhere permitted to residc, - - 123 Seagrave, Captain, member ofCotJrl oflnquiry~

Thomas Cushjng~
Colonel Deroussie, -
General Gates,

455

- 1491
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Seal, of Maryland) how to be used) - - 169
:Maryland, nol to be annexed to military or militia

commissions,..
.

172
Of Maryland, to be affixed to all laws, - - 173
United States, Silas Deane recommends the use of, 882

Seaman, Stephen, certificate o~ in favour of William
Warne, .. - 242

Seamen, bounty to, by Maryland, - 128
Difficulty of getting, for Contioental service, - .. 490
Proclamation by the King recalling, from foreign

service, .. .. 595
Captain Martin much distressed for, - 739
Bounty to, in England, - 1306
Captain Biudle will get more than was expected, - 1332
Encouragement given to, in" the American Navy,

ought to be made known throughout Europe, .. 1336
The insolence of, beyond bearing, .. 1336
Prisoners, Robert l\1orrls proposes that they be com~

pe1ledto do dnty, - - 1371
South.Carolina sends to Massachuseus for, - ..1504
South~Carolina sends to Cape Fran~ojs for, - - 1531

Search-Warrants, generaJ, not to be granted in Mary-
land, - 145

Searle, James, intelligence communicated by, of the
sailing ora number of vessels from New-York, .. 669

Letter to, from Robert Morris, .. ]373
Elected a manager of the lottery! - - 1577

Sears, Lieutenant, witness before a Court-Martial, - 1491
Sears, Corporal Peter, charged witb plundering, order

for arrest of, - 1170
Arrested, -1451, 1466
Discharged by New-York Committee of Safety, - 1516

Sears, Lieutenant Thomas, has not received his com-
mission, - - 1451

Seaton, Lieutenant John, - 219
Seaver, William, on Committee on petition of refugee

Tories, - 392
Seayers, Captain, First Virginia Regiment, Return of

Company of, - - 5J5
Seber, Captain Jacob, Company of, dispersed, - .. 906
Sebling, Isaac 1.,- dlidavit o~ respecting a paper re.

fleeting on the Congress, - .. 497
Secrecy! enjoined upon the contents of a letter from

Tench Tilghman to the New~York Convention, - 214
Oath of, to be taken by Loyal Volunteers, ~ 588

Secret Committee-
Resolve of MaBsachusetts on a letter of, - 428
Letters to, from Silas Deane, ~ 480, 538,

609,851,867,882,900, 901, 1019, 1179
Letter to, from Phame, Penet &. Co., - - 609
To oroer one or two persons to the Eastern States

to despatch dOlhing and stores to the Army, ~ 1026
Letter to, from Dr. Franklin, - 1118
Letter to, from Althur Lee, - - 1504
Robert Morris will attend to the unfinished business

of, - - 1240
Books and papers of, sent to Christeen, - 1241
Thomas Morris tlle agent of, in France, - 1328
To settle the accounts of the ship Lady Catharine, 1563
To report on the cargo of the Hancock and Adams, 1568
Reported on the cargo of the Hancock and Adams, 1571
Reported on letter of Captain Smith, - ~ 1570
To procure brass artjllery, - 1575
Mr. Whipple added to, - 1577
To procure twenty thousand dollars in hard money, 1584
To provide arms and equipage for three thousand

Horse, - 1593
To send trusty persons to tllfC!East for clothing, - 1595

Secret Correspondence, Committee of-
Letter to, from 1Villiam Carmichael,
Letter to, from NI. Gnmd, -
Letter to, from Silas Deane,
Letter to, from Captain Wickes, ..
Letter to, from Robert l\iorris,
Instructions to, -

Secret Committee, New-York/-
Two thousand pounds advanced to, - 337
To report their proceedings to the Convention, .. 337
Have directed a number of volunteers to be raised, 1349

Secret Expeditiont New-York-
Colonel Livingston requested to cooperate in, - 1172
Reply of Colonel Livingston) - 1251
Should be drove on with all expedition, - 1262
Several members of the Convention attending the

Army on, - - - - - - - 1263
Orders of General Clinton to Colonel AlJison, - 1262
Orderi;to ColonelAllison approved by Convention, 1300
Resolutions of New~YorkConvention forI _

1301

- 477
- 647

-
1050, 1089

- 1197
- 124J
- lG09

INDEX. 1840

Secret Expedition, New-York-Continued.
Remains a secret to everybody but the Tories and

the enemy, - 1366
Several of General Clinton's officers on, - 1378
Is still a profound ~ecret, but talked" of everywhere, 1430
Committee on, authorized to draw for six hundred

pounds, - - 1494
Security, (\'essel at PhHadeJphia,) measures"to save,

from the enemy, - t 199
Sedgwick, Major, field~officer for the day at Mount

Independence, 533, 877
Lieutenant Doty recommended by, - 703

SeeJim, Antoine, appointed Captain of Rifle Company
in corps commanded by Major Ott€udorf . - 1604

Seely, Captain, prisolJerin charge of, ~ 274
See]ye, Captain Abner, recommendeu for Captain, ~ 940

Letter from, to John Sessions, ~ 1367
Segar, Hans, disaffected, - 289
Selden, Ezra, Jr., appointed Second Lieutenant, Con-

necticut, -
~ 459

SeJden, Colonel Samuel, prisoner, John Rapalje to
supply with cash, ~ 704

Missing, - 723
Sick in Regiment of, recommended for discharge,.. 939

Semmes, Thomas, mpmber of l\1Hryland Comention, - 83
Leave of absence from Convention, 94, 112

Senate, of Maryland, pay of electors of, ..
- 164

Powers of, - 166, 168
Mode of choosing, - 167
Members of, to hold no other office of profit, 169, 170
Qualifications of voters for electors of, - - 171

Seneca~, ~avc agreed to side with the King of Great
Brltam, ~ ~ - -

~ ~
- - 755

Sergeant, Daniel, and others, petition of, to Massa-
chusetts Council, - 403

Sergeant, John, missionary to Indians at Stockbridge,
memorial of, to Congress,~ -

~ ~
- 868

Memorial of, read in Congress, - 1583
Sergeant, John Dickinson, delegate in Congress from

New-Jersey, -
_

1597
Sergeants,John, member of Cumberland County (New-

York)Committee,- - - - - - 1042
Servants, not to be inlisted in MaryJand, wjthout leave

of the ma~ter, - ~ 164-
Application of British prisoners for, - 764

Sessions, John, member ofNew-Y ork Convention, from
Cumberland Connty, - 201, 1042

On Committee to proceed to Cumberlano County} 226,503
Letter from, to New-York ConventioJ],- ~ - 946
Letter to, from Abner Seelye, N 1367

Setasket, Long-Island, engagement near, ~
- 551

Seton, Lieutenant, member ofa Court-Martia], ~
- 1494

SeuJer, Adjutant, letter of, enclosed by James Bowdoin
to Meshech "Teare, - .. 1105

Severn Battalion, officers of, recommend Captain Elijah
Robosson and others to Maryland Convention, - 109

Sewell, Daniel, member of ~fassachusetts Council, - 733
Seward, Lieutenant William, Jetter from, received by

South-Carolina Navy Board, - 1538
Seymour, Captain, Return of Company of Light-Horse

of, - - 497
Seymour, Colonel, on Committee for publjshing certain

acts, - 448
A number or prisoners conducted by, - - 1221

Seymour, Commodore, information communicated to
Pennsylvania Council of Safety by, ~ .. 183

To examine every vessel passing through the che-
vaux-de-frise,- - 184

Empowered to impress vessels, - ~ 186
To review naval armament, - - 187
To order the fleet to rendezvous for a review, - 188
Not to suffer any sea. vessel to pass through the

che\'aux~d~-frise, ~ 189
To station an armed boat at Gloucester Point, - 189
To stop all vessels passing through the chevaux-de~

fri8e,
_

202
To detach one of his galJeys to Dunk's Ferry, - 1152
To station all the galleys belween Bordentown and

Philadelphia, - - 1165
Seymour, Lieutenant, Return of Company of Light-

Horseor, - - - - - - - 497Seymour, Captain Stephen, recommended for com.
mand of the brigantine Comet, 54

Letter from, received by South-Carolina Navy Board, 1538
Seymour, Thomas, present at Connecticut Council of

Safety, 798, 862, 899, 907
Shaddock, Captain, of Massachusetts, (no Ie,) . - 333
Shade, Captaint in Colonel Miles's BattaJjoH, .. 190



1841 INDEX. 1842

Shaffer, Christian, payments to, by Pennsylvania Coun- Sheriff, William, Deputy Quartermaster-General, Gen-
cil of Safety, ~ .. .. .. .. .. 186, 194 eral De Lancey's orders to, .

.. 674-
Shanks, Ja-mes, proposed exchange or. 629 Sheriffs, Mar)"land, mode of ejectIOn of, .. .. 170
Shannon, James, deposition of, relative to treatment Maryland, oat~ of,

"."
-. -. ".

.. 171

of prisoners,.. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1234 Maryland, pUDlshmento~ mease of\l101atI00 afaath, 172
Shannon, James Noble, resolve on petition of,.. .. 398 OfBaItimor~J driven off, .

. - 1147,1198

Shannon, Lieutenant, First Virginia Regiment, sick,.. 516 Sherman, Damel, on Committee for arrest of suspect-
Shark, galley, Connecticut, .. .. .. .. .. 1175 ed perso~ls, .. .. .. .. ~ .. .. 449
Sharon, Connecticut, volunteer Company formed at, ~ 512 Sherman, Major, memberof a Court-Martial, 4~8, 496
Shark, Elijah, appointed Captain, Connecticut, - 1103 Sherman, M , Paymaster to Colonel Warner's Reg!-

Sharpe, Lieutenant George, - - - - - 219 ment, . - 797
Sharpe, Samuel, petition of, to MaryJand Convention, 97 Sherwood, Colonel, member ofNew~ York ConventIOn,

Resolution of Convention on petition of, 98 from Orange Count~', - .-. - -.
~ 206

Signer ofbiJls afcredit, - 176 Reported to have declined attendmg In Committee
Shattuck, Wilham, petition of, for a commission for of Safet~ any Jonger, - - - -, - 368

the privateer Hawke, - 424 Sherwood, LIeutenant, member of a Court-Marhal, - 1494
Shaw, Charles, exempted from military duty, - - 211 Shields, William, appointed Major, Maryland, - - 117
Shaw, Colonel Francis, expected to arrive to the assist- Shingle Lath, wanted at Fort Constitution, - 203

ance of Captain Eddy, 627, 882 Ordered to Fort Constitution, - - - ~ 204
Treaty with St. John's Indians ratified by, - - 1268 Impressment o~ authorized by New~York Conven~
At Boston, with a few Indians inlisted into the Con- tion, - 207

tinental service, - 865 Shingles, impressment o~ authorized by New~York
To repair to General Washington, - 866 Convention, - 207
Provided for in Colonel Livingston's Regiment, ~ 1388 Impressment of, authorized in Connecticut, - - 453
Letter from, to John Avery,- - 1503 Shipman, Benoni, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, - 460

Shaw, John,. deposition of, - 430 Shipman, Captain, member of a Court-Martial, - - 1421,
Shaw, Nathanie], Jun., Continental agent at New-Lon- 1432, 1515

dOll,orderofGovernour of Connecticut in favour of, 704 Shipman, Edward, appointed Captain) Connecticut, - 458
To draw a letter of credit in favour of the ship Oliver Shippen, Captain, sent among the enemy for inteJli-

Cromwell, - 1077,1221 gence, - 1230
Instructed to negotiate an exchange of certainpri- Shippen, Edward, and others, letter from, to Penn-

soners, - - 1207 sylvania Council of Safety, - 749

Letter to, from Robert Morris, - 1485 Member of Lancaster Cummittee, - 810,918,1257
Shaw, Samuel, appointed Second Major of Thirty-Fifth Shippen, Dr. William, Jr., Director-General of the

Battalion of Maryland Militia, - - 117 Hospital, letter from, to the Board of War, - 463
Shawanese, meeting of, at Fort Pitt, - 600 Letters to, from Genera] Washington, - - 493, 1186

Would not listen to the advice of the King of Great Letter to, from General Mercer, - - 509
Britain, - -1403, 1404 Letters to, from President of COilgress, - 618, 1026

Speech delivered to, in Congress) - - 1600 Letter from, to General Washington) - ..1119
Shaylor, Joseph, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, ~ 460 Letter from, to Richard Henry Lee, - 1258
Sheapard, John, arrest and examination of, - 1103 Letter from, to President of Congress, - - 1298

Committed to Windham jaiJ, - 1221 Letter from, read in Congress, - 1567
Shee, Colonel, - 1569 Resplution of Congress respecting duties of, . 1591
Sheep, embargo laid on, in Connecticut, - - 593 Shirts, order. of Pennsylvania Council of Safety for
Sheet-Iron, none at Peekskill, - 312,683 making, - - 190

Expected from New-Jel'SeYI - 771 Committee oflVlassachusetts to procure twenty thou-
Sheffield, furnace for casting cannon proposed to be sand, for the Army, - - 424

erected at) .. 800 Taken on a prize ship, ~ 800
Shelburne, Earl, speech of, in the House of Lords, On Shoemaker, Thomas, payment to, for flints, - 189

the Address to the King, - 978, 979 8hoemaker &.Humphreys, - 491
Letter to, from Arthur Lee, - - 1368 Shoes, impressment of, recomminded in Pennsylva~

Shelby, John, authorized to clear out vessels,
-

~ 135 nia, . ~ 195

Sheldon, Major Elisha, quarters wanted for detachment Appropriation by New-York Convention, for pur-
of Horse of,

_
272 chase of, - - 218

To march with Light-Horse to New-York, -
~ 457 Committee to purchase in New-York for the troops, 233

Return of Light-Horse under command of,
_

- 497 Soldiers in want o~ - 282
Favourable mention o~ by General Washington, - 1166 Committee of Massachusetts to procure twenty
Recruiting orders to, - - .. ~ ~ _

1244 thousand pair for the Army, ~ 424
Appoint,ed Lieutenant-Colonel and Commander of A number of, engaged by Johannes Sleght, - - 489

a Regiment ot' Cavalry, - 1246, 1605 Taken on a prize ship, - - - - - - 800
l\foney forwarded to Peekskill by, 1258, 1260, 1276 Application of General Lee to Governour Trumbull
Money forwarded in care of, received by General and Mr. Bowdoin for,

- 857
Heath,

- 1430, 1431 Troops periRhing for want of, 916
Shepard, Alexander, Jun., cannon delivered to, ~ 337 Garrison at Fort. Montgomery.cannot do duty wlth-
Shepard, Colonel) Return of Regiment of, 499) 709, 831, 1401 out a supp1y o~ - - -. - - - 1170

Killed, ta~e~, and missing, in Regiment o~ - - 727 :Made for Maryland Council of Safety, ~ ~ 1239
Shepard, Wilham, Massachusetts, appointed CoJonel One third of the soldiers. at Ticonderoga obliged to

in the new arrangement, - - 712, 1030, 1084 do duty without, - ~ w - - - 1358
Shepherd, Peter, member of Maryland Convention, - 83 Resolution of Congress respecting monopoly of, in

Leave of ab~ence f~o,mConvention, 94: 102, 122 PhiiadeJphia, -
_

1582
Sherbro,oke',Mlles,petJtlon o~toNew-York Convention, 1098 Resolutjon of Congress respecting purchase of, in

At F"hkills, - 1265 NeIV-Eugland, - - - - -
_ 1583

Parole or, - ~ 1320 A number of, for Colone] Mackay's Battalion, 1609
Permitted to go to New-York, ~ 1351 Shot, delivered to Isaac Hazlehurst, 182

Sherburne, He~ry, letter from, to General Gates, - 1192 Payment for, by Pennsylvania Council of Safety, - 186
Sherburne, Major, fieJd-officer for the day at Mount Delivered to Marine Committee by Pennsylvania

Independence,..- -. -. - - 531,875 CouncilofSafety, - - - . 191,193,197
Comm,tttee to UJqUlre Into capltulatlon entered into I Petition of Captain Somes for, - 394

by; III CalJada, , 1592 I Marine Committee to send, to South-Carolina, 1571
Sheredllle, Upton, mem?er of Maryland Convention, 83 Shovels, ordered by Connecticut for General Gates, - 453

On Comm~ttee of CI~]mg, - - .. - - 89 Shreve, Lieutenant-Colonel, field-officer for the day, at
On Committee on Rifle Companies, 93 TiconderoO'a

-
_

535
On Cornm~ttee to repo,r~ list of pris?ners,

- 94 Field-officer fo; the day at Mount Independence,
_

529
On Committee on petltlon of Shenff of Frederick Shrode, Samuelj thirty shillings paid to the family of, 1257

C?unty, ~., 97 Shubert, Michael, proposed jnstructions to) - - 598
MotIon by, In ConventIOn, - - 114 Shubrick, Thomas, member of Navy Board of South~
Leave of Bbsence from Convention, 94, ]09, 149 Carolina, _ _

39
Recommended for Colonel, - - 1307 Speaker of Legislative Counci!l South-Carolina,

_
37
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1843 INDEX. 1844

ShuJdham,Admiral, convoyof a fleet of transportsl 750, 820 Simpson, John, appointed Paymaster, to the Eighth
Leave to, to return to England, - - - - 1175 Pehnsylvania Regiment, ~ - - - 188

Shumway, J abn, appojuted First Lieutenant) Connec- Simpson, John, late Captain of the SaviHe,new parole
ticut, - 458 given by, - 273

Sick SoJdiers, provision fef) in Philadelphia, - 194 Simpson, Samuel, on salt Committee, Pennsylvania, - 198
Report to Connecticut Assembly respecting, - 454 One of the signers of a letter to the Committee of
Resolution of Connecticut requesting care may be Chester County, Pennsy]vania, ~

_

463
taken of, - 455 Simms,. Charles, appointed Major of a Virginia Eat-

Resolution of Connecticut providing a hospital for) 456 tallon, . - 695
Return of, in the hospitals of the FJying-Camp and Bond of, for faIthful use of bounty money, - 761

Jers~y Militia, - - 463 Singleton, Mr,; member of South-Carolina Assembly,
Necessity of' making provision for, - - 509,788 on Commiltee to revise Militia law, - - - 21
Opinion of General W Ilshinaton respecting regula- On Committee to re,'ise list of Magistrates, - 26

tions for, - ~

- 509 On Committee on President's lVlessage, 66
Inhospitable treatment of, - - 753 Sinnepuxen Inlet, clearance of vessels from, - 135
Need of hospital for, - - 769 Six Nations) meeting of, at Fort Pitt, - 600
Want of medicines for, - 850 None of, detained in Maryland against their inclina-
or Colonel Bradley's Regiment, state or, - 860 tions, - 695
Of Colonel BradJey'H Regiment, resolutions of New- References to, in a letter of Colonel Guy Johnson, 839

York Committee of Safety respecting, - 874 Inquiry by, for certain Nanticoke Indians, said to
Dr. Graham ask~ directions respecting, - 906 be in Maryland, - 916
A number of, sent to Philadelphia, - 1071 Would not listen to the advice of the King of Great
Academy at Fjshkill assJaned for a party of, - - 108.5 Britain, - - 1403,1404
Barracks at north entran~e of the HighJands ready Speech de1i,.ered to, in Congress,

_
1600

for reeeption of, - 1086 Skene, Philip, letter from, to GO\'ernour Trumbull, _
1463

Of Maryland troops, good care taken o~ in Ph.ila- Skeens, Major, declaration of Miles De!wood relati~'e
delphia, - - - - - - - - 1094 to, -

_
815

Removal of, by Dr. Shippen, -
~

- - 1119 Skeensborough, description of the fort at, by Bernard
General Heath recommends discharge of a number Romans, - ~ 606

of, - - 1124 Number of men to be posted at, - - 641
General \Vashington ardently wishes that they be Skidmore, SamueJ, to be kept in jail in Connecticut

provided for ill the best manner, - 1186 till further directions, - 212
Have suffered beyond descriptiun and shocking to Skimmer, Captain, prize brought into Boston by, _

685,
humanity, - 1246 799, 1392

Removed to Easton, Bethlehem and Allentown, - 1258 Skinner, Lieutenaut Abraham, witness on trial of Cap_

I In the Northern Army, sufferings of, - - 1359 tain Gerrish, -
. _

497
Numbers of, at Fishkill, dying forwant of the com- Skinner, Captain, Return of Company of Light.Horse

monest attentions, - - 1467 of, - - - - - - . -
_

497
Payment on aecount of, to the Trustees for the Poor

I Bearer of a letter fromGeneralGreene to Governour
of Frederick County, - - - - - 1571 , Cooke, -

_
1071

In PhiJadelphia, Medical Committee to take charge Skinner, Cortlandt, Attorney-General in the Jerseys,
of, - - 1579 recommended by General Howe to the royal fa-

Sickles, Mr., First Jersey Battalion, appointed to settle ,'our, ~ 1318
priees of goods brought from Canada, - 877 SJ{inner, Captain Samuel, draJ1 of Van Bibher & Har-

Sickness, many d~aths by, in the British Army, - 918 rison in [;\vour o~
_

613
Sidman)s Bridge, position of, - - 793 Skirving, Captain \ViJliam, member of South-Carolina
Sigourney, Charles, petition of, 375, 377 Assembly, on Committee to revise Militia law,

- 18
Resolve for the deJivery of powder to,

-
~ 378 On Committee to wait on the President, - 3J 57, 58

Sikes, Captain James, payment to, to enable him to Slason, Jesse, prisoners under guard f)~ - 273,274
pay for saltpetre, - 408 Slater, Thomas, prisoner, petition of, to Continental

Silk, bounty on manufactLl.re of, in South-Carolina, ~ 69 Congress,
_

1398
Sill, Captain, member of a Court-Martial, - - - 1346, Petition of, read in Congress,

_

1611
Sill} David Fisher, appointed Captain, Connecticut, - 458 I

I
Slaves, importation of, prohibited by Congress, - 11

Sill, Elisha) an Examine-r of Surgeons, Connecticut, - 455 South-Carolina, disabled in the publick senice,
Siller, Captain, member of a.Court~Martial, - 1515 owners of, to be indemnified, - 68
Silliman,Colonel G. S" Return of Regiment of, 499, 709, 831 Two, convicted of murder, -

_
117

To take charge of General Wadsworth's Brigade Albany County full of, -
_

260
during his illness, - 639 Albany Couoty, may be sent as substitutes to labour

Return of killed, wounded, and missing, in Regi- on barracks,
-

_
303

mentof, - - 717 Virginia, petition for prohibiting night meetings of, 1093
Silsby, Samuel, Town Clerk, Ackworth, New-Hamp- Sleds, enemy said to he makirJg a large number of, in

shire, - 1225 New-York, . 1466
Sih~by, Surgeon, position of, in case of action, - - 530 Sleght, John, appointed to examine certain goods) - 309
Sih'er, upwards of twenty thousand dollars in, at Ti- Payment of an account of, -

_
316

conderog<I, - 1485 Sleight, Abram, intelligence brought by, from Bruns-
Sent by Robert Morris to General Washington~ - 1485 wick,

_
892

General Wasbiugton requests Robert Morris to col- Sleight, Johannes, Chairman of Kingston Committee!
lect, - 1488 letter from, to Colonel De Witt, _

229
Silver, Isaac) witness on the trial of Lieutenant Horton, 1085 Letters from, read in New~Y ork Committee of
Sihrester, Richard, late custom.house officer at Cape Safety, 237, 287, 316

Ann, petition of,
- 395 Letter to, from New-York Committee of Safety, . 287

Simons,Keating,memberofSouth~Carolina Assembly, 1 I Letters fl"om,to New-York Convention, 489,525,754
On CommiUees- ! Sleight,Johannes, Jun., appointed to purchase cloth-

On state of Treasury, 41 iog for the Army,
_

233
On President's Message, - . 41,54,74 Slingerlandt, Captain Abraham, to attend as a auide
To wait on Legislative Council} - 43, 56) 66 for a detachment against the disaffected, ~

I:J

290 563
For providing pilot for Beaufort, 47 Sloper, Ambrose, appointed First Lieutenant, Con- '
To wait on the President, - 73 necticut, -

_ , 458
To exa~ine engros~ed ordilJances, - 73 Sloper, C'lptain, Return of Company of Light-Horse of, 497
To receive applicatlOns for command of watch I Slough, Matthias, payment to, for saltpetre, _

184companies, - 76 I Powder delivered to, - - - - ]
84

Sim, Captai!1' Maryland, Return of Company of, . 1081 I Colonel of Seventh Battalion, Lancaster Militia, 672, 837
Absent without leave, - - - - - - 1081. MarcusYoungrecommendedby,- - ~ _

749Simes, Colonel, of Sussex, New.Jersey, - - - 1120

I

Member of Lancaster Committee, - ~
- 810

Simmons) Colonel, On his way to Ticonderoga, - 1477 854, 869, 918, 1257
Marched from Albany, . - - - - 1498 SJuby, "Villiam, Committee of Kent County to inquire

Sim":10ns,.John, innkeeper, payment to, for maintain- into charges a~ainst, - - - .. _
]25

HJg dlsa(f~ctcd penwns, - -- - - 247 Reportof Committeeon conductof, - -
_

130



1845 INDEX. 1846

SmalI~Pox, "among wagoners from Philadelphiil, 5 Smith, James, delegate in Congress from Pennsyha~
Measures by South-Carolina A~sembly to preyent nia, on Committee for reinforcing General Wash.

spread of, - 619 ington, -
.

-
828, 1580

Inoculation for, in Philadelphia, - - 652 SmithJ~J ames, payment to, for allowance of two pri-
Colleague of Meshech Weare confined with, - . 890 soners,.""" - .. .. - 1580

Smallwood, Colonel William]fourIndependent Com- Smith, John, member of Maryland Convention, for
panies to put themselves under the command of, S7 Baltimore Town, 83

To rank Brigadier-General of the Flying-Camp, if On Committee of Claims, 89
acting in conjunction Wilh the Regular troops of On Commiltee on Manufactories, 96
Maryland, 89 On Committee on Loan Office, - 112

To make monthly returns, ... ... 114 Leave of absence from Convention, - 130
Commissioners to consult with GeneraJ Washington Member of Baltimore Committee, ... 1397

respecting promotions in Regiment of~ - 121 Smith, John, requested to appear before Pennsylvania
Woullded at White-Plains, - - - 486, 8g9 Council of Safety, - . 194
Return of Regiment of, ... 499 Smith, John, and others, petition of, to :Massachusetts
Appointed Brigadier-General, ... 509 Council, -

... 403
Commission of Genera] forwarded to) ... - 516 Smith, John, First Lieutenant of privateer Hawke, - 424
Number of Brigade of, at and near Newark, fit for Smith,John, and others, letter from)to Genera]George

duty, - 822 Clinton, - - 1123
To in~pirit the Militia of MarylanJ, -1201, 1229 Smith, Jonathan, New-Hampshire, - ... 1226
Some of the Flying-Campspeak we]) and some speak Smith, Jonathan B., Secretary of a meeting of citizens

ill of, - 1289 of Philauelphia, - 483
Congres~ approve of his being sent to Maryland, to Elected a manager of the ]otterYt - - 1577

stimulate the people, - 1368, 1608 Smith, Joseph, Commissioner for Washington Coura.ty,
To use his utmost endeavours toexpedite the raising Maryland, - - - - - ~ - 103

the levies in Mary]and, - 1618 Judge of Election, Washington County, Maryland, 173
Smead, David, resolve on the petition of, . 424 Smith,Joshua, memberof New-Yark Convention from
Smith, Captain Alexander Lawson, of late Colonel Orange County, ~ 282

Stevenson's Rifle Regiment, advance to, by Con~ Motion by, in Committee of Safety, . 303
gress, - 1563 Smith, Joshua H., detained from the Convention by

Smitb, Arie, reque::-;ted to purchase wood for the Army, 208 siclmess, - 227
Smitb, BarziIJai, comm:mder of privateer Eagle, - 390 Smith,Josiab, Jun., member of South-CaroJina Assem-
Smith, Benj'n, one of the SeJectmen of Bever[y, - 416 bly, 1
Smith, Lieutenant-Co]onel Calvin, Massachusetts, ap- On Committee for preventing spread of smal]-pox, - 6

pointed Lieutenant-Colonel in the new arrange- On Committee to examine Treasury ac.counts, - 20
ment, . 712j 1084 On Committee on the memorial of S1. Philips, 28

Smith, Captain, of the Rifle Company for Harford On Committee to provideguard upon Bloody Point, 38
County, Maryland, advance to, on account of the Member of the Navy Board, - 39, 1532
Rifle Company, . 132 Smith, Calone] J08iah, New-York, - 244,344

Smith, Captain, Connecticut, Co]one]..Storrs's Regi- Smith, Lieutenant, payment to, for balance of his ex-
ment, Retum of Company of,... ~ ~

- 621 penses in escorting money, - 1578
Smith, Captain, Maryland, Major Gist's Regiment, Smith, Lieutenant-Co]unel) Return of Regiment of, - 499

Return of Company of, - - - - - 1081 Smith, l\Iajor, letter to, from General Heath, - . 1515
Smith, Captain, New-York, Colonel Livingston~sRe- Smith, Lieutenant Mathew, First Virginia Regiment,

gimellt, recruiting,
-

~ 834 sic]{,
- 515

Smith, Captain, Colonel Hand'3 Regiment, resiqned, 921 Recommended for preferment, - - - - 891
Smith, Captain, Colonel Burd's Battalion,

_0 _
1449 Smith, l\fDtthew, Sen'l appointed Captain ofPennsyl-

Smith, Colonel, .remaining wages to be paid to Regi- vania ArtilJery, - 1594
mentof, ... . - - ~ - - - 302 Smith,CaptainlVIelancthon, - 214,467

Smith, Colonel, Massachusetts, on Commiuee for Company to be raised in Dutchess County to be
sending saltpetre to powder.mills~

_
- 428 incorporated in the corps of, - 233

Smith, C?Jonel, General Fellows's Brigade, Return of Committee to inquire whether Rangers under, wit]
Regiment of, - - ~ - - 499 709 831 continue during the war, - - 278

Smith, David, member of Maryland Com'ention~' for
J

Payment of Companies of, ~
_

281
Cecil County, - ... ~ ~

-
_

83 Smith, Merewether,voted for, fordelegate in Congress
Leave of absence from Convention, 97, 164 from Virginia, - ~ 1559
Motion by, jn Convention, - . _

157 Smith, Captain Nathanie], Maryland, -1148
Smith, David, permitted to go to Non-Scotia, ~

- 419 Artillery Company, ... ]396
Sm~th,David, appointed Captain, Connecticut, _

458 Smith,Peter, deposition of, against John Larie, ... 269
Smltb, Doctor, sent to take charcre of the wounded Smith, Philip, member of South-Caro]ina Assemb]y,

men belonging to the Fly,
~

- - -
_

904 on Committee on President's Message, 1';
Smith, E., tried and acquitted by a Court-Martial, _

528 On Committee to revise Militia law, - 18
Sm~th,Elish~, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, - 400 Smith, Reuben, an examinerof Surgeons, Connecticut, 455
SmIth, George, member of the Assembly of South- Smitb, Captain Richard,Mary]and, those of his Com-

Carolina, - - - - -
_

43 1532 pany who will not reinhst in the ArtiHery service
Smith, Lieutenant George, recommended for a com: to be discharged, - 179

mission in the new Army, _
640 Smith, Rev.Robert, memberof South-CarolinaAssem-

Smith, Gershom, disaffected,
- ... ~

- R 233 bly, 1
Smith, Hezekiah, appointed Commissary in behalfof Smith, Robert, payment to, for ricJing expresst ... ~ 188

. Massachusetts for the Northern Army, ... ... 420 Smith, Robert, palmeDt to, towards chevaux-de~frise, 190
SmIth, Isaac, parole of, ... ~ ~ 1143 Smith,Robert, agent forNorth-CLlro]ina,letter to, from
Sm!th, Isaac, of Egg-Harbour, information by, -

_
1359 Captain J. P. Jones, . 660

Smith,. I~rael, member of CumberJand County Com- Smith, Robert, minister, . _
1224

mIttec, - - ... - -
_ ... ...1042 Smith, Robert, recommended to Gen~ra] Washington

Smith, Captain Israel, desires to have Isaac A. Rosa for command ofa Troop of Horse,
- -

_
1482appointed in his Company,

-
a

_ _
1170 Smith, Robert, an auditor of the Continental accounts

Smith, Lieutenant Israel, recommended for a commis- in Virginia, ... 1562
sioH in the new Army, - -

_
640 Smith, Captain Roger, member of the South-Carolina

Sm~th,Jabez: Jr., appointed Ensign, Conneeticut, _
460 Assembly,elected on the Navy Board, 39,1529

Smith, Captam Jacob, (B,ritish) orders from, to im- On Committees-
press wagons and horses, ~ -.

_
608 On President's Message,

_

Sm~th, Captain Jac?b, escape of, from Hartford jail, _

731 To revise Militia law,
Smith, James, appolOtedFirst Lieutenant of Artillery, To examine Treasury accounts,

lVlaryland~ -
_ _ . 158 For orgauizing Navy Board,

Smith, Captain James, Colonel NieoJl's Regiment On memorial from inhabitants of Charles-Townt
Return of Company of, - ... - .. 503 791 To waiton the President,-

Sick at home, 504' 791 To wait on Legislative Council)
Has not received his commission, ... '1451 Smith, S., tried and comicted by a Court-l\Iartial,

"

- 5,41
18
20
21
47
81

60,77
- 528



1847 INDEX. 1848

Smith, Samuel, to pure-baM clothing. .. 233 Souther, Daniel, commander of brigantine Mi'tSSBCbu-
Smith, Samuel, inspector of fire-arms, Connecticut, 454 setts .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 377
Smith, Samuel, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, .. 460 Southern' States, Joseph TrumbuJi authorized to im-
Smith, Samuel, master of the Hancock and Adams, a port provisions from, - - .. _

1.438,1611
Jetter from, to WilJing &. Morris,laid before Coo- Commissary-General -empowered t.o import rice
gre", . - . . . - - - 1568 from, - . . . . . . . 1591

Letter of, reported on by Secret Committee, .. 1570 A magazine of ammunition to be formed in, ..
- 1611

Smith, Simeon, appointed Captain, Connecticut, .. 458 South-Hadley, directions to Committee of, respecting
Smith, Captain Stephen) Truckmasl.er at Machia~, 442, 446 surveys, . _

394
Letter to, from Captain Eddy, ~ - - - 627 Southold, accounts of Committee of, preseuted to

Smith, Thomas, one of the commissioners for adjusting New. Yark Committee of Safety, _
311

the accounts of the Army, 353,787,811 Southworth, Constant, "reinspector ofsaJtpetre, _

450
Smith, Thomas, loan officer, absent from Philadelphia, 1240 Notified to meet in General Assembfy,

-
_

666
Not vet returnedl - 1332 Spades, deli\'ered to fortificati~n at Bill1ngsport, _

191
Letter to, from Committee for transacting Conti- Ordered by Connecticut for General Gates, _ _

453
nental busjness, - - .. - - - 1439 Much wanted at Ticonderoga, -

_ _
575

Returned to Philadelphia, - 1483 Spain, fleet, sailing of, destination unknown, _

612
Smith, Thomas, payment to, for paper,

-
91567 American privateers in ports o~ .. . 637

Payment to, for supplies to troops, - .. - 1600 Decision o~ in case of Captain Lee, gives every en. ,
Smith, Thomas, gone to join the Ministerial Army, couragement to adventurers, ~ 868

account of the effect, left hy, . - 1100 And Portugal, dispute between, 969, 972, 973, 976, 998
Smith, William, member of New-York Convention, Silas Deane urges the necessity of proposing terms

from Suffolk County, - 233 of alliance and friendship with, _
1022

On Committee to answer General Morris's Jetter, - 231 Ports o~ equally free for Americans as Britons, 1023
Memfferof New-York Convention of Safety, ~ ~ 250 American vessels have more liberty in} than the
On Committeeon Jettersof Francis Lewis and Cap- vessels of any other nation, _

1051
tain Tuder, 348, 366 Alliance of, with United Slates, proposed articles of, 1052

Smith, William, sundry letters tOI brought from New~ Ports of, open to American cruisers and their prizes,
York by a flag, - - - . 368, 369, 370 1088, 1386

Smith, WiHiam, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, - 460 Fleet sailed froIn} suppo8ed against the Portuguese
Smjth, WiJtiam, shoes to be received from, for Colonel jn Brazil} _

1118
Mackay's Battalion, - - - - .. ~ 1609 Resignation of Prime Minister of, . 1179

Smithe, ".illiam, to superintend printing bills of credit, 1613 Great preparations in, for war, _
1211

Smyth, Thomas, leave of absence from Maryland Con- The King of, is England's avowed enemy, _ _

1306
vention, - .. - - .. - 106, 122t 130 Suspected that she intends to take immediate pos..

Letters from, to Maryland Council ofSafetYJ- - 660, session of her former dominions in America, _
1436

868, 1025 Congress resolve to send Commissioners to, - .. 1617
Snicl<er, Edward] payment for eight rifle guns sup~ Congrcl'is direct means to be used to procure the

plied by, . . 1580 assistance of, - . 1617
Snieder, Frederick, payment to, fo~ riding express,.. 193 Treaty of commerce and alliance to be proposed lO, 1618
Snyder, Colonel Johannes, at Forl Constitution with Spangler & Weily, payment to, forriding ex press, &c., 198

three companietl, 203 Sparrow, Nathaniel, appointed Lieutenant of a Com-
Commissions issued to officers of Regiment aI, .. 270 pany in Connecticut, _

862
Letter to, from New-York Committee of Safety, - 271 Sparrow, Thomas, application o~ for money for re-
Reply to queries presented to New..York Commit- emit!;, _

696
tee of Safety in behalf of Regiment of, - 320 Letter from, to Maryland Council of Safety,.. .. 888

Reso]utions for continuing Regiment of, in service Speakman, Captain, member of a COLlrt~Marlial, .. ]515
one month longer, - .. 321 Spear, Captain, payment to, for drums, 193

Return of Regiment o~ - 679 Spear~, Committee ofNew-Y ork Convention for fixing
Number of musket..cartridges and flints delivered tOj 679 the price of, - ~ .. - -

_ .. 213Regimento~leftFort Montgomery,
."

897 Report of Committee of New-York Convention on
Detachment of, requested by New-York Committee price of, .. _

217ofSafet¥tocontilluc in servicetilJend ofDecember, 930 Made in Orange Count.y,payment for, .. ~ _
285

Regiment of, gone home, - - - -1039, 1040 Specie, letter from one of the Committee appointed to
SOl1p, embargo ]aid on, by Congressj -1480, 1617 collect, for the Canada expedition, ..

508Sobri!3ki,Mr., recommendation o~ by General Heath, 1345 Arrival at Philadelphia of a prize with, _
853, 854

Soldier, Address of a, to the Independent Sons of Secret Committee directed to procure twenty thou-
AmericR,- .. 685 sanddollarsof, - - - .. .. _

1584-Somerset County, New-JerseYjMilitia of, ordered to Spee~h, of the President of South-Carolinato the As~
join General Washington, - 869 sembly} - - .. - .. _ ~ ~ 4 19

Somersel County, Maryland, delegates from, in Con- Freedom of, asserted in Maryland Declaration of
'vention, - 85 Rights, - 144Memorial from Charles Dashiell of, to Convention, 92 Speedwell, ship, letter of marque, commission'ed, _
]88

Rev. John Scott, a disaffected person} removed from, 96 Speight, Jacob, payment to, for riding express, .. 193
Opposition of certain persons in, to independency, 99 Speight, Richard, disaffected, rations allowed to, _

234Judges of Election for, t.o introduce the new Gov- Spencer, David, appointed Ensignj Connecticut, w 460
ernmentj - - 174 Spencer, Isaac: appointed First Lieutenant, Connec-

Somes, Abraha.m',on Committee for Mount Desert, ticut,
458Massachw:;eus, - 432 Spencer, Major.General Joseph, 338Somes}Captain Nehemiah, petition of, 386, 387, 394 At a Council of Warj - 543Soper, Captain, member of a Court of Inquiry, - - 1491 Return or division of, - .. - .. . 709 831

Soundings of Hudson River in the Highlands, - - 812 List of officersin the eight Conneclicut Battalions'
Of Hud!3on River, before the Convention, .. 858 to be sent to, - .. 899South-Carolina, proceedings of A8sembly of,.. ~ 1-84 Letters from, to Genera! Heath, .. _

932, 1405
Quota assigned to, for the new Army, - .. 210 Letter to, from Dr. Turnerl - .. 939Letters to Assemblyo~fromPresident of Continen- Letter from Aid.de-Camp of, to General Healh, _

1109tal CongreJ;s, ~ 670, 697, 777 A number of prisoners sent to General Heath by
Livinus Clarkson and John DOTsius, appointed COIJ~ order of,-

_
1124tinental agents for, . - 739 Letters to, from General Washingtonl _

~ 1218) 1364-
Letter from Rawlins Lowndes to Assembly of, ~ 745 Ordered to the eastward, ~

-
_

1313General Howe proposes to attack, in winterof 1777, 926 Letter to, from New-York Convention,_ .. 1350
Important for Captain Nicholson to get to, - ..1419 Remarks ofinhabitantsof\VestchesterCounty upon, 1379
Letter from CouneiJ of Safety of, to Massachusetts Needs to be supplied with money, _ _ _

1389Council, - - 1504 Inlistments under, in danger of being retarded for
Nnvy Board, proceedings of,

- 1529-1540 want of money, - -
_ _ _

. 1390Marine Committee to send shot and powder to, - 1571 Letter tOt from Stephen OakleYj _
1406One hundred thousand dollars advanced tOI by Con- Troops under, to be disbanded in a few days) _
1408gress,

'
w 1592 Indians at camp oJ; - - .. .. _
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1849 INDEX. 1850

Spicer, Abel) appointed Captain, Connecticut, - - 458 Staves, restrictions on exportation of, removed by Con-
Spikes, for Fort-Island, payment for, - 183 gress, - 1619

Spithead, England, arrivals at, from Canada, - 1134 Stears, Lieutenant Thomas] QD command at KingJs
Spooner, Ephraim, of Plymouth, - 378 Bridge, - - 504-

Letter from, to Massachusetts Board of War, - - 1116 Stehbins, Seth, petition of, - - .. .. - 419
Spooner, Mr., ma~ter of the Alfred, .. - 849 Stebbins,Thomas, ChairmanofSpringfieldCommittee, 609
Spooner, Paul, on Committee of town of Her~ford, .. 941 Stedman, Nathan, to be proceeded with according to
Spooner, W., member of Massachusetts Council, - 439 law against engrossing, - .. 705

Spooner, Lieutenant Walter, letter to, from Captain Steel, manufacture of, in Connecticut, - 511
Jones, - 659 Steenber~h! Captain ~., Return of Company of, - 683

Spotswood, Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander, notice of, Steiner, David, recommended for Lieutenant-Colonel, 1307
to recruiting officers,

_
- - - 596 Too infirm for a field-officer, - 1307

Sprague, Abel, one of the signers of the letter from Steiner & Cist, paid for printing, - 1594
the inhabitants of Papaconck, - - 215 Stelle, Adjutant, sent to Block-Island, with a number

Sprague, James, appointed First Lieutenant, Connec- of British prisoners for exchange, - 1087
ticut, - 458 Stephen, Brigadier-General Adam, letter from, to Board

Sprigg, Joseph, Commissioner for Washington County, of War, - 600
Maryland, .. 103 Will be ordered on as far as Equacanoek, - 619

Sprigg, Osborn, member of Maryland Convention, .. 83 Letter from, to President of Congress, .. - 706
Spring, Captain, payment to estate of, for storage of Brigade of, at Amboy, - - 740

Continental powder, - J593 Number of Brigade of, at and near Newark, fit for
Springer, John, - 430 duty, - 822
Springfield, Massachusetts, escape of Abraham Hait Return of Brigade of, .. -1035,1401

fromjail of1 . 609 Posted to guard the passage of the Delaware River, 1201
Sprout, Lieutenant-Colonel Ebenezer) Massachl1setts, Letter to, from General Washington, - - 1217

appointed Lieutenant-Colonel in the new arrange- Plan of, for the march of the Virginia troQPs, - 1314
ment, . 712, 1084 Must be made Major-General, . 1513

Sprout, Mr.! clerk at the War Office,advance to, - 1605 Commissiongranted toVirginia Battalionsagreeable
Spurr, Captain John, Return of Company of, - - 505 to list of, - - 1557

Sick, in quarters, - 505 Dates of the commissions of the Sjxth Virginia Bat-
Spy, employed to discover designs of Tories, - - 288 (alion to be filled up,by, . - 1562

Sent among the disaffected at Hellcbergh, - - 561 Letter from, read in Congress, . 1573
One "Williamson charged by Silas Deane with being, 1052 Stephens, Aaron, appointed Captain, Connecticut, .. 458
Negro, employed by the Tories, taken prisoner, - 1109 Stephens, Captain, Major Rodgers's Regiment of Con-
Directions of W-ashington to engage one, - 1217 necticut Militia, Return of Company of, - - 475
Captain Paine acting as, - 1219 Stephens, Ph., Secretary of the Admiralty, letter from,
Enoch Crosby, - -1542, 1551 to Mr. Neave, - - 459

Squire, Samuel, authorized to impress pork, - 454 Letter to, from Lord Howe, - 816
Stacey, Major, field-officerfor the day at Ticonderoga, Letter to, from Commodore Sir Peter Parker, - 1175

531,876 Stephenson, James, one of the Commissioners for ad-
Stainton, Colonel Benson, complaint brought by, justing the accountR of the Army, 353, 787, 811

against Captain Fauntleroy, - 1069 Stepney, letter of Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifei: froni, 1426
Stamp Act, repeal of, asserted by the Earl of Sandwich Stevens, Colone], called on General Schuyler on his

to have been the true cause of the American war, 970 way down, - 1160
Standard, He:ssian, taken at Trentav, description of, 1507 Stevens, Edward, appointed Colonel ofa Virginia 1Iat-
Standing ArmiesJ not to be kept without consent of talion, - 695

the Legislature, in Maryland, - . 145 Stevens, John, Captain of privateer Satisfaction, .. 445
Stanford Committee, prisoner forwarded by, - 594 Stevens, Major, Artiller)', . 531

Lebanon Committee to take charge of prisoners from, 666 Stevens, Simon, member of New-York Convention,
Stanhope, Heor)') British prisoner, escape of,. - 593 from Cumberland County, - 2011 1042
Stanton, Captain Theophilus, settlement in full of his Account of ball and lead, &c., delivered to, - .. 213

pay-rolls, .. 1175 On Committee on County of Cumberland,.. - 22.8
Starmar, Lieutenant) (British,) at Fort Cumberland, Stevens, Lieutenant Simon, Major Hoisington's Ran.

N ova~Scotia, - - 909 gers, 222
Stark, Colonel John) an account for nursing four sol- Recommended for Lieutenant, 941,947

diers belonging to Regiment of, - 401 Stevens, Simon, Justice of the Peace, .. 944
To order men for finisbing the palisading of the new Stevens, Thomas, Chairman of Committee of Dan-

Fort, - 535 bury, Connecticut, . .. 273
Regiment of, to march to Portsmouth, - - 624 Stevens, William, witness on trial of Colonel Graham, 489
Appointed Colonel in the new Army, - 625, 646 Stevenson, Captain, of the Mellish, . - 1282
State of Regiment of, - - 744 Stevenson, Henry, Jun., Judge of Election, Baltimore
Regiment of, to march, - 877 County, Maryland, .. .. 173
Return of officers in Regiment of, - 1035 Stevenson) Captain Henry, Maryland, - 1307
Officers haTe been appointed to Regiment of, - 1045 Letter from, to Hugh Orr, - - ..1522
Regiment of, to arrive at Goshen, . - 1124, 1125 Stevenson, Colonel Hugh, Colonel Crawford one of
Colonel Moylan sent to push on the Regiment of, 1233 the executors of, .. 1564
New-HampshireAssemblyrequest money to be sent Stevenson, James, one of the Commissioners of Ac.

to - - 1453 counts, paymeut to, - 1604
Starkw~ather, E., tried and convicted by a Court-Mar- Stevenson, John, member of Maryland Convention, for

tial, -
.
528 Baltimore County,. - - - .. - 83

Starr,David,appointed Second Lieutenant, Connee- Leave of absence from Convention, 94, 106
tieut, .. 458 Stevenson, John, recommended far a Lieutenant on

Starr, Captain Ezra, a number of prisoners conducted one of the Maryland gondolas, - - - 852
by, - - 1221 Stevenson, John, charged wilh disaffection, - 289,562

Starr, George, Fir~t Lieutenant of privateer General Stevenson, Joshua, appointed Lieutenant-Colonel,
Mifflin, - - - - - - - - 422 Maryland, - - - - - - - 123

Starr, Captain Jonathan, Jr.) 9\'oceedings relative to, 1303 Stevenson, Lieutenant, Maryland, - - 1307
Refused to lead forth his Company at the late alarm, 1410 Steward, Stephen, letters from, to Maryland Council

Starr, Josiah, appointed Lieutenant-Colonel by Con- of Safety, - - - 461, 914,1134.1212,1329
necticut Assembly, - - 458 Letter to, from Charles Graham, - - - .. 774

Field-officer for the dayat Mount Independence, 530, 535 Steward, William, payment to, for wood, .. . 185
A faithful and valuable officer, - - ~ . 1452 Stewart, Alexander, petition of, to New-York Com.

State Prison, Pennsylvania, John Biles committed to, 194 mitteeof Safety, ,- - 322
Staten-Island, General Mercer proposes an attac.k on, 556 Report on Memorial of, - 323

Communication with, to be stopped, - 651, 1566 Stewart, Captain William, - 219
Accountoftbe conferenceon,sentto theCommis- ReturnofCompanyof, - - - . - 683

sioners in France, - - 1328 Stewart, Captain, to send a guard to convey Captain
Payment of expenses of Committee of Congress to, 1576 Ford to gaol, - -1516
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Stewart, Major Charles, British, letter froml to Gene--
ral Washington) - 677

Genera1 "'''ashingtoD requests that servant of, may
be released, - 699

Servant of, to be reHtored,
_

- 762
Stewart, David, Maryland, . 1147
Stewart, Captain James, memorial of, to the Congress

ofNew-York,- - 336
CommiHee appointed on memorial of, - . 337
Report 00 memorial of, - 343
Resolution respecting the one hundred pounds ad-

vanecdta, . 354
Favourable mention of, by Colonel MaJcom, - 1073
Member of a Co art-Martial, 1421, 1432, 1515

Stewart, John, sent to Exeter) - 468
Stewart, SUI'geon, position of, in case of action, - 530
Stuart, Major Walter, first Aid-de-Camp of General

Gates, bearer of a letter from General Gates to
Congress, - 527

Bearer ofa Jetter from General Schuyler to Congress, 605
Despatched by General VVashington to meet Gene-

ralLee, - - 1054
Sent by Congress to Massachusetts with a list of

stores wanted for the Army, - 1505
Arrival of, at Baltimore) - 1509
To have the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel and be pre~

seoted with a sword, - 1577
To be sent express to General Lee, ~ 1596

Stickney, John, and othersj petition of, to Massachu-
setts General Court, - 379

Stidman, Captain, Return of Company of, - 621
Stillwater, estimate of flour at, - > - 570, 591
Stilwell, Elias, !ippointed Second Lieutenant, Con-

necticut,-" - 459
Stinson,Thomas, - - 429
Stirling, Brigadier-General Lord, position ofBrigadeo~ 464

Reta," of Brigade of, - - 499, 1401
At a Council of War, - - 543
Passed King's Ferry with twelve hundred men, ~ 634
Letters from, to General Wa!;hington, - 634, 1188, 1217
At Brunswick, New-Jersey, - - 740
Letters ffom, to President of Congress, 750, 789
Number of Brigade of, at and near Newark, fit for duty, 822
Governour Brown exchanged for, - 838
Letter to, from General Mercer, - - 891
Left with two Brigades at Princeton, - - 1053
Brigarle of, posted at different landings on Delaware

River, -1137, 1201
Letter from, to Genera] Heath, - 1246
Letter from, to Governour Livingston, - - 1462
A letter from, read in Congress, - - 1577

Stobo, Richard Park, member of South-Carolina As-
sembly, -

On Committee on petition of John Berwick,
Stock, resolutions for purchasing all in Westchester

Coanty,
-

_
245

Driven from Westchester County, resolutions re]a-
tiveto, - - 345

Stock, Anthony, bill of, for boarding solrliers,
-

~ 836
Stockbridge, Benjamin, refugee Tory, memorial of, - 391

Petition of, .
_

392
Resolve on petition of, - 393

Stockbridge, John Sergeant missionary to Indians at, 868
Stoddard, Major, sick, - 530

Brigade Major, - - 1190
Stoddard, Josiah, appointed Second Lieutenant, Con-

necticut, - ~ 459
Stoddard, Luther &. Co., supplied with cannon by

Connecticut, - M - - - - . 511
Stoddard, Nathan, appointed First Lieutenant~ Con-

necticut, -
_

458
Stockings, manufacture of, encouraged in Maryland, 93

Impressment of, in Pennsylvania, 195, 199
Payment for, by Pennsylvania Council of Safety, - 199
Appropriation by New-York Convention for pur-

chase of, - - -
~ ~

- -
_

218
Commiuee to purchase, in New-York,

-
_

233
Taken on a prize ship, _

800
Troops perishing for want of, _

916
Impressment of, authorized in Philadelphia, _ _

1310
Iu a prize taken by the Andrew Doria, - . - 1371
Reso~ution o~ Congress respecting monopoly of, in

Philadelphia, - - . .

- -
_ _

1582
Pennsyl;ania Council of Safety requested to coHeet, 1583
ResolutIOn of Congress respecting purchase of, in

New-Eagland, _ _
1583

J. ~ease to furnish Captain Henderson's Company
with, - - - - - - . _

1602

INDEX. 1852

Stockton. John, Judge of Election for Cecil County,
Maryland, - 173

Stockton, Richard, delegate in. Congress from N ew-
Jersey-

On Committee from Congress, letter to, from Gene-
ral Gates, - 592

Expected at Albany, - - 605
And George Clymer, Jetter from, to President of

Congress, - 784
Letterto, fromDr.WitlJerspoon,- - 788
On Committee from Congress for reinforcing Gene-

ralvVashington,- - - - - 828,1580
And George Clymer! letter o~ laid before Congress,

1559, 1573
And J\ir. CJymer, Jetter to, from General SchuylerJ

(note,) - - - . . - - - 1585
And Mr. Clymer, letter from, to Commissary Trum-

bull, (note,) . 1588
Credentials of, - 1597

Stone, impressment of, authorized in Connecticut, - 453
Stone, Captain) member of South-Carolina Assembly,

on Committee to revise IVliJitia law, - 18
Stone, Captain, Maryland, Return of Company or, - 1081
Stone, Colonel, Return of Regiment of, - - 1401
Stone, Captain Josiah, on Committee to appoint Cap-

tains and Suba1terns in three B~Halions, - ~ 414
Stone, Nathaniel, Chairman of Committee of Windsor, 946
Stone, Captain Nathaniel) letter to, from ElJis Gray, - 1267
Stone & Russel, letter to, from South-Carolina Navy

Board,- - - - - - - - ]531
Stone, Silvester, Tory, committed to prison, at Exeter, 687
Stone, Thomas, letter from, read in Maryland Conven-

tion,
Motion made and lost, that he be empowered to re-

present Maryland fully in Congress, ~ - - 106
To represent Maryland in Congress in conjunction

with other deputies, - .. - ~ ~ - J09
Delegate from Maryland to Continental Congress, 179
Captain Disney appointed. Captain of Marines on

recommendation o~ - . 826
Certificate of Samuel Chase to an account for clothes

ordered by, - 1395
Credentials of, - 1575

Stone, Captain Thomas! (British,) - - 440
Stone, Captain William, memorial of1 to Maryland

Convention, . . 101
Day appointed for considering memorial of, -

_
159

Committee appointed on the memorial of, - '- 175
Report on memorial of, read and postponed! - - 179
Reported that he is to take command of the briQ'

Friendsbip,- - - - - - : 739
Letter from, to Maryland Council ofSafetY1 - - 774

1 A brig delivered to, by the Sheriff~ ~ 836
26 Stoneburner, Leonard, directed to provide teams to

remo\'e stores from PhiladeJp~ia, - 201
Stonemats, Daniel, payment to, for tubs, - 184
Stonington, Nathaniel Miner, commissary for the

troops at, - 1321
Stoors, Lieutenant-Colonel, Return of Regiment of, 499,

621, 709
Notin suitable circumstances to march to Rhode-

Island in the present emergency, 1141
Store~ships, two about to sai] from England, - 459

Captain 'Varner to endeavour to intercept,. ~ 461
Stores, to be removed from Philadelphia, - 201

ResoJve of Massachusetts for supplying Continental
Army with, - 420

Resolve for removing from sea-coast of Connecticut, 456
Loss of, at Fort Lee, - 765
A safe repository for, wanted at Fishkill, - 768
To be removed to Peekskill, 790
Coritinental, General Lee suggests to remove from

Boston to a more centrical place, - 841
Return of, taken by the British Army, -

_
1058

Continental, wasting at Fishkill Landing, _
1098

Aa underbanded sapply ofe>btained from the French
Government, - - - - ~ - . 1117

Increase every day, - 1394
General "\Vashington recommends the removal of, to

Lancaster, 1420
Southern S~ates req~ested to lay up magazines of, 1576
Pennsyh'ama Council of Safety requested to assist

in removing, from Philadelphia, - 1602
Storey, William, and others, petition oC to Massachu-

setts General Court, - - 380
Storm, Thomas, appointed Captain of a Company of

Militiain New-York, - - - -. ~ 213
Story, As a, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, 460
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1853 INDEX. 1854

Story~ Jesse, payment to, for losses at Bunker Hill, ~ 397 Sullivan, Major~GeneralJohn, at a Court~Martia], - 543
Story,John,appointedPaymasterof ColonelHitch- Returnofdivision.of, - - -. - - 709,831

cock's Regiment! - - - - - - 545 Letter to, from John S. Eustace, Ald-de-Camp to
Stoughton, Massachusetts) powder mill to be built at, 439 General Lee, -. . - 768
Stoughton, Captain Lemuel, inspector of fire-arms, Return of officers m. Brigade o~ - - 1035

Connecticut, - - 454 Letter from, to Damel Coe, - - 1095
Stoutenburgh, Captain Peter, - - 219 Orders of, - . 1167

Return of Company of, - 683 Letter from, to General Heath, -1218) 1233
Member of a Court-Martia], -

. 1515 Letter froID, to General Washington, - - 1232
Stover, George, witness on tria] of Colonel Graham, M 488 Letter to, from General Washington, - - 1232
Stoves,Mr. Livingstonto procure, for New-York COlla Colonel Moylan fears he wiJlbe intercepted, ~ 1233

vention, -
M 213 Has crossed the Delaware, M - 1246

President of New-York Convention to provide two, Troops much pleased with, .. - 1258
without delay, -

.. 218 Has joined General Washington, - ..1313, 1333
Belonging to a church at Albany, to be purchased Letter from, to President of Congress, - - 1365

or borrowed by the Convention, . 230 Brought about two thousand men, - 1372
General Schuyler requests fifty, to be forwarded to

'

The troops under, much in want of every thing, - 1377
him at Albany, 305, 604 Letter to) from Samuel Chase, - 1395

Samuel Patrick encrages to deliver fifty, in three At attack on Trenton-see Trenton.
,,'eeks,"

::I
308 Letter from, read in Congress,

_
1607

Sheet-iron for pipes for, .. 312 Sullivan's Island, congratulations on success at, .. 4,7
Latches and hinges to be made for, .. 325 General Howe recommends erection of works on, ~ 49

. General Schuyler desires sheet-iron for, - - 683 Pensions to soldiers wounded on, 75
Strantr, Daniel, orders ofLieutellant~Colonel Rogers to, Additional works on, necessary, - 80

t~ recruit for his Majesty's servjce, - .. 1490 Allusions in House of Commons to action at, 986, 996
Strang', Gilbert, appointed to purchase clothing for the Captain A\'e~y signalized himself at, - 1369

Army, ~ 233 Works carrYlllgon at, by GeneraJGadsden, .. - 1538
Recommended for Ensign, -

~ 873 Sulphur, payment for, by the Pennsylvania Council of
Strang, Major Joseph, appointed to repair a road, . 227 Safety, ~ 188

Communicates intelligence from the Army to New. Loaned to Connecticut by Massachu~etts, 394, 406
York Commiuee of Safety: .. 278 Arrival of, from 81.Fran~ois, - 1436

Stock put under the direction
0'-

a
- 345 SoJdiers returned unfit for duty for want of, to cure

Strettell, Amos, payment to, for block-tin, copper, and the itch, . - 1467
sulphur, - - - - - - - 188 Sumner, Captain, Return of Company of, - 621

Strohboah, Captain, Pennsylvanja Council of Safety IVlember of a Court-Martial, - -1084, 1097
req~estArtiliery Company of, to he sent toPhila- Sumner, John, appointed 1\hjor, Connectic:ut,.

- 458
delphia, - 189 Sumner, Major, field-officer of the day for Mount In..

Stricker, Colonel George, advance to, on account of dependence, . - 877
German Battalion, - - 131 Sumner, 1\1r., on Committee to examine suitab]e

Stringer, Dr., letter from, to Genera] Gates, - 505 places for. erecting batteries for defence of Provi.
Strong, Captain, of Islip, .. 240 deuce, .. 1130
Strong, John, dec1aration of, - 944J 946 Sumney, Captain, member ofa Court-Martial, - - 934
Strong, Captain John, Major Hoisington's Rangers, - 222 Sumpter, Thomas, member of South-Carolina Assem..

Recommended for CaptainJ. 940,947 bly,- . 1
J\luster-roll of Company of, M ~ 948 Sumway, Lieutenant, member ofa Court-lVTartial, a 1494

Strong, Solomon, appojnted Captain, Connecticut, - 458 Sunbury County, Nova~Scotia, letter from Committee
8troth. \Villiam,memberof South-CarolinaAssembly, 35 of, to Massachusetts Assembly, - 1268
Stroud, Edward, payment to, for riding express, - 194 Supplies, measures of Mary]and Convention to pre-
Stuard, Captain, member of a Court-Martial,. - 1494 vent, falling into the hands of the enemies of
Stuart, John, late Superintendent of Indian Affairs, America, .. 110

active against the United States, 26 Surgeons, of Continental Regiments raised by Sauth~
Studholm, Captain, (British,) at Fort Cumberland, Carolina, payof, ~ .. - - ... - 82

NovaaScotia, - - 909 Of EasternaShore Battalion for Flying-Camp, John
Studson, Samuel, master of privateer Eagle, .. 390 Hindman, - - - - - .. . 89
Stull, John, member of Maryland Convention, for To Colonel Ewing's Battalion, Dr. John Dorsey,.. 92

Frederick County, - 83 Resolution of Connecticut for examination of, .. 455
OnCommittee on Rifle Companies, 93 Arrangement of, in case of action,Ticonderoga, M 530
Leave of absence from Convention, .. 109 Surprise, members of New- York CQnvention arm

Sturgis, Jonathan, payment to, for wages omitted in themseh'cs to guard against, .. a 242
the muster-rollJ -, 438 Surprise, vessel, taken by the Alfred, - 1282

Sturton, Colonel, intelligence by, of a fleet steering Surveyors, Maryland, appointed by the Governour and
for Rhode-hiland, .. J032 Council, - .. 171

StuHz,George, payment to, by Congress, - 1567 Maryland,oath of, - 171
Substitutes, to Jabour on barracks, Albany County, Punishment of, in case of violation of oath, - - 172

slaves may be sent as, - 303 Surveys, directions to Committee of South-Hadley re-
Succe5s, schooner, Captain HullJ arrival of, in Yark specting, - 394

Riv~r, .. 596 Suspected persons, Tryon County, New-York,~ .. 228
Suffolk CountYJ Massachusetts, resolve allowing the Act of Connecticut for arresting,

- ~ 499
accounts of the Treasurer of, - - 423 Suspensiou, powers of Governour of Maryland, re-

Militia from, to the aid of Rhode-Island, 1210, 1286 speeting, - .. 171
Suffolk County, New- York! account of ball and flints Sussex County, New..Jensey, Militia of, ordered to join

delivered to, - - 213 GeneralWashington, - - - .. - 869
Committeeto secure powder, &-c.,removeJ from, - 244 Militia of, turn out slowlyand reluctantlYJ" _

1027
Advance for purchase of saltpetre in, - .. 258 Sutlers, regulations for, proposed by Colonel Thorn-
Dissolution of Committee of, effected at Governour ton, - 1418

Tryon's recommendation, - 893 Committee appointed by Congress to report reuu-
IHilitiaof, reviewedby Governour Tryon, . 1404 lations for, a _ ~ .. _ . 0 _

1564
Suffrage, right ofJ in Maryland, - 144 Report of Committee on, (note,) - .. 1565

Qualifica~ions for right o~ in Maryla~d". - 165, 171 Sutton, Massachusetts, powder mill building at, ~ 398
Sugar, pubhck sale of, at Jamestown, V,rgIllJa, - .. 459 Swallow, packet, not able to enter the St. Lawrence, 1211
Suit~, conti~ued in the Courts ofSt. Mary's and Charles Swan, Captain, prisoner, payment of allowance of, ~ 156-7

Counties, Maryland, - 135 Swan, James, Secretary pro tern. of Massachusetts
SuJlivan, Daniel, deposition of, - 432 Board of War, -

_
1286

SuJlivan, Florence, furJough to, - - .. - 184 I Swan, Samuel, Secretary pro tem. of Massachusetts
SuHivan, James, member of the General Court of Mas-

[

' Board of War, ~ -
.. . _

M .. 139::1
sachusetts, - - - - ~ .. ~ 429 Swan, vVilJiam, and others, prisoners on a prisonaship

Letter from, read in Congress, - . - ..1565 letter from, to Gorernour Trumbull, ~ a ~ 1139
Petition 01'/ referred to a Committee,.. - - 1592 Swart, Dirck, information by, respecting ToriesJ 292,580



1855 INDEX. 1856

Swartwout, Captain Abraham, certificate of, in favour Tapan, considerable quantity of flour at, . .. 858
of Ensign Finch, .. 342 Colonel Tyler's Regiment to continue at, till the

Certificate by, respecting the chain across the North stores and provisl0ns are all moved off, - - 906
River, - 1140 Liberty Pole at, cut down by'the enemy, - 1139

Swartwout, Captain. member of a Court-Martial, 700,769 Letter of Colonel Hathorn from, .. .. 1379
Company of, insist that their times were out on the Tappen, Christopher, records placed in the care of," 247

first of December, .. .. 1170 On Committee to confer with Colonel Trumbull,
Some men of, gone off without a discharge, .. .. 1366 report of, .. 1407

Swartwout, Captain Barnardus, President of a Court. Tappen, Mr., member ofNe",,~York Convention, from
Martial,

_ . 1263 Ulster County, ~ 368
Swartwout, Henry, recommended to Colonel Dubois Tar, payment for, by Pennsylvania Council of Safety, 185

for an Ensign, ~ 1320 For works of obstruction IIIHudson's Ri\'er) to be
Swartwout, Colonel Jacobus, medicine for Regiment Sent down from Albany, - .. 374

0(:
_ . -

_ . - - : 257 Wasting at Fishkill Laoding, - 1098

Ret~rn of Regiment of, .. .. .. - 499,79] Tarboss, Daniel, leHer to, from Jacob Watson,.. ~] 157
Letters from, to New~York Convention, 1263,1318, 1433 Tarr)'~Town, enemy'.:; ships lying off) .. 243
Letter from, to Dr. McKnight) .. 1348 Letter from Captain Paine, at, .. . 1219

Swasey, Major Joseph, Massachusetts, appointed Tartar, man-of~war, Edward Meadows, commDnder of, 98
MRjor in the new arrangement, .. - 713, 1084 Tash, Colonel, an account for transporting a Company

Sweeting, George, refuses to subscribe the Test Act, ~ 785 of Regiment of, - 261
Swift, Heman, appointed Colonel, Connecticut, .. 4..,8 Regiment of. at Peekskill, ~ . 325

Officer of the day at Mount Independence, 528,534,878 Regiment ofl included in General Heath's division, 657
State of Regiment of, .. - 744 Return of detachment of, ~ 791
Route of march of Regiment of, home,.. .. 874 Commissary to furnish list of arms delivered to Regi-
Regiment of, to embark at Lake George as soon as ment of, ~ - 860

boats can be provided, . 878 Quartermaster to furnish list of tents, &e., delivered
A faithful and valuable officer, - 1452 to Regiment of, .. 860

Swift, John, Jr., certain declarations said to h..ve been Regiment of, gone home, .. 1040
made by,

'
- 194 Taxes, on Negroes imported into South~Carolina, 68

Switzerland, off~r of troops from, for America,. - 883 Levying of, Maryland Declaration of Rights, - - 144
Troops of, offered to Silas Deane, . 1051 For support of tbe Christian religion, right of the

Swoope, Colonel, summons for surrender of Fort LegisJature to lay, Maryland, - - 146
Washington received by, ~ - 700 On inhabitants of Falmouth, Massachusetts, remis-

Swoope, Doctor, Maryland, - 1147 sian of, ~ - 408
Swords, not to be worn in Maryland Convention, 87 Taylor, Amos, letter from, to Samuel Chase,. .. 1214

To be presented to Major Stewart, ~ 1577 Taylor, Captain, First Virginia Regiment, Return of
Swords, Thomas, letter from, to Governour Trumbull, 667 Company of, - - 515

Permitted to vj;o;ithome on parole, - 703 Taylor, Captain, to be sent to get intelligence of the
Sworpe, Colonel, Return of Regiment of,.. ~ 663 enemy,.. - .. . .. - .. ~ 1189
Sydman's Bridge,the movementof General Heath, will Taylor, Colonel!report of Committeeappointed to ex.

leave the pass near, without a man, ~ - 1347 amine two trunks at, .. - .. - - 759
Syme, Colone), will probably supply flour for the Army Taylor, Eldad, member of Massachuseus Council, 439, 733

on good terms, ~ 1243 Taylor, George, refuses to subscrihe the Test Act, .. 785
Symes, Major Charles, advance to, for the Twelfth Taylor, Henry, taken at Quebeck, ~ - 1569

Virginia Battalion, .. - 1597 Taylor, John, 00 salt Committee, Pennsylvania Coun-
Symes, Lieutenant, Aid~de-Camp to Genera) Howe, ell of Safety, - .. 198

prisoner, passed through the ;vhole -Army, - 1070 Taylor, John, New-York, on Committee to proceed to
To he exchanged, -1229, 1230 CumberJand Connty, 226, 228

Symmes, Colonel John Cleves,letter from, to General General Schuyler requested to discharge, from any
Heath, ~ 1247 service on which he may be appointed by his order, 234

Symonds, Colonel, Return of Regiment of, .. ~ 499 On Committee to cooperate with General Schuyler,
Symonds, Captain Francis, Return of Com~any of, - 505 260, 561

Sick, in hospital,.. . 505 Letter from) read inNew~York Committee of Safety, 288
Letter from, to Pierre Van Cortlandt, .. .. 503

T. Arrivalof,at Alhany,- - 568
Tabb, Colonel John, will probably supply flour for the Taylor, John, mariuer, - 422

Army on good terms, - .. .. ~ ~ ]243 Taylor, John Noble, of Bermuda, memorial of, to Con~
Taft, Reuben, witness on the trial of AssistantCommis~ tin ental Congress, - ~ 910

sary Coombs, . .. 426 Petition from, referred to Board of "rar) - 1595
Talbot) Captain, leave of absence from his Regiment, 878 Tayl6r, Lieutenant, British. wounded, - 1056
Talbot County, Maryland, delegates from, in Conven. Taylor, Major, requested to be employed as Assistant

tion, 85 Quartermaster at the obstruction of Hudson's
Petition of Samnel Sharpe, of, 97 River, 356, 357
Relief of poor in, - 111 Quartermaster at Havers(ra w, ~ 1262
Committee of, to deliver four cannon to Mr. Coutee, 117 Taylor, Surgeon) position of, in case of action, - - 530
Judges of Election for, to introduce the new Go- Taylor) Thomas, member of South~Carolina AssemblYI 35

vernment,
_

174 Taylor, Timothy, appointel;l Ensign, Connecticut, ~ 460
Talbotj James, recommended for Captain, - ..1370 Taylor, William, payment to, for boatswain's calls for
Talbot, Edward, sent prisoner to Ex.eter, New~Hamp- armed boats, ~ .. 193

shire,
_

469 TazewelJ, John, Clerk of Virginia House of Delegates, 808,
Talbot, Captain Silas, Retnrn of Company of, - - 505 1271, 1357

Burut on board fire~ship, -
~ .. .. _

505 Tea, stored in Charleston, South~Carolina, disposition
Talcott, Joseph, appointed First Lieutenant, Connee. by the Assembly, 16

ticut, ~ 458 Ordinance for selling, South-Carolina, - 33
Talcott, Matthew) Justice of the Peace, Middletown, Committee on abuses in sale of, in New-York, ~ 208

Connecticut, .
_

1065 Report of Committee of NGw-York Convention on
Tallmadge, Benjamin, Brigade-Major of General Wads- abuses in sale of, .. 212

worth's Brigade, - -
.. ~

_
. 725 Stored in Kingston, letter relative to, read in New-

Tallow, e~bargo laid on, by ConweBs, -1480, 1617 York Committee of Safety, ~ 237
ResolutiOn of Congress respectJng, .. ~ 1579 Resolves of New-York Committee of Safety relatiH~

Talmage, Lieutenan~, at Fort Montgomery, ~ - 1039 to, - - 255
Talman, haac, appomted to purchase clothing for the Puhlication ofresoJves of New-York Committee of

Army, ~ 233 Safety relative to, postponed) ~ 261
Taney-Town, Maryland, - .. 1308 Permission to John Thomas to take, .. 805

Letter to General Johnson from, . 1370 Outrages owing to, 316,754
Shoes, stockings and blankets to be forwarded to, - 1396 Letter from John Elmendorf, relative to riots about,

Tannihj1J, LieLlteoant Nin, killed at Fort \Vashington, 729 read in New-York Convention,. .. 360
Tannyhill, Carleton, commi~sion requested for,.. . 1396 Letter of John Thomas respecting his, ~

- 603
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Teams, Colonel Grubb authorized to impress, - - 186 Thanks-Continued.
To be provided to remove stores from Philadelphia) 201 Of General Gates to Genera] Arnold and officers

~~~~~si~::nl~O~r~~~I~~,ri;oerdc~nn~~~-:~;:~~e~r~:'
2~4,

;~~ O/~~n~:a7 ~~:~: ~oe~~'eArmy, : ~~~
Application of General Mifflin for one hundred, - 486 Of General Gates to sundry officers and men: - 623
Colonel Duboi~ not slIccessful in impressing, - 486 Of General Gates to certain officers and soldiers of
Ordered by General Heath to be impressed, - - 858 the FirstNew..JerseyBattalion, - 877
Offered by John Bard to New-York Convention free Of New-York Convention to General Heath, . 899

of charge, - 1030 Of New- Yark Committee of Safety to General Scott
Teamsters, inlistment of, independent of the Army, and hi~Brigade, - 9;~O

recommended, - 1476 Of General Heath to Co1onel Tyler, - 1029
Telfer, Alexander, an auditor of the Continental ac- Of New-York Committee on Conspiracies to Lieu-

counts in Virginia, - - 1562 tenant-Colonel Welch, - 1075, 1076
Teller, Captain, witness on trial of Colonel Graham, - 488 Thanksgiving, procJamation for day of, in Massachu-

~Return of Company of, - 683 setts,
_

/31
Member of a Court-Martial, - - 1431 ThaxtOn, Adam W., Second I~ieutenant on sloop

Teller, Isaac, provision for the chiIdren of, - 208 Providence,
_

738
Teller, Captaio James, -. - 219 Thayer, Jacob, payment to, for losses On Bunker HiJl, 417
Ifeller, John, requested to purchase wood Corthe Army, 208 Thayer, Jedediah, agreement of, with Colonel Baldwin, 1249

Appointed agent for collecting boats, &.c., - - 341 Thomas, British transport ship, captured,
_ _

1212
Directions for, as agent for coHecting boats, &c., - 358 Thomas, Captain, Pennsylvania Flying-Camp, blanket

Ten Broeck, General Abraham, member of New- York delivered to, . 184
Convention) from Albany County, - 201 Thomas, Captain, M~ryland, Return of Company of, ]081

Leave of absenc.e from ConvelJtion, ~ 202 Absent without leave, - - 1081
Committee of Dutchess County to consult with, - 205 Thomas, Colonel, of Essex County, New-Jersey,

- 1120
On Committee of Convention to cooperate with IThomas, Colonel, to be despatched against l\fajor

General Schuyler - - - - - 260 561 Rod"e" - - - - - - - - 371
To send scout::; to tl~e we:stward, - - ' 295 Secret I:>Co~lmitteehave direc.ted a number of vo]un-

Ten Broeck, J ohtl~ member of New-York Convention, teers to be raised under the command of, - - 1349
from Albany County, . 201 Thomas, Colonel, Return of Regiment of, 499,791

On Committee of Convention to cooperate with Th~mas, James, Jun., Chairman of the Committee of
Genera] Schuyler, 260,561 Westchester, letter from, read in Convention, - 265

Leave of absence, - 202 Thomas, John, recommended for Fjrst Lieutenant, - 513
On Committee to confer with the Deputy Commis- Thomas, John, Jetter from, read in New-York Com-

sary-General, - - 572 mittee of Safety, _
305

Ten Broeck, Peter, gone off to the enemy, 291,2961577 Letter from)to New.York Convention,.. _
603

Ten Broeck, Samuel, Chailman pro tempore of the Chairman of Committee of Westc.hesterCounty, _
1380

Manor of Livingston, ]etters from, read in New- Thomas, John, Jr., records 8ecured by, -
_ .898

York Committee of Safety, ~ 241,242 Thomas, I. M;, _
1426

Letter to, from New-York Committee of Safety, - 243 Thomas, Nicholas, member of Maryland Council of
Ten Broeck, Samuel I., appointed Second Lieutenant, 280 Safety, 113, 179
Tender, act of Massachusetts making State and Con- Thomas, P., Maryland,

-
_

1289
tinental bills a, in all payments, - 1066 Thomas, Colonel Richard, on Committee for relief of

Ten Eyck, Captain Barent J., recommended for a
I families of AS30ciators, - 778

commission in the new arrangement, - 1221, 1300 IThomas, Colonel Thomas, letter to, from General
Ten Eyck, Henry, charged with disaffection, - 289,562 Heath, - ~ - - - -

_ . 1431
Ten Eyck, Myndert J., employed to purchase flOUT,- 573 PresiJent of a Court-Martial, _

1494
Tennent, Rev. William, South-Caro]iua Assembly- Thompson, Brigadier-General, General Washincrton di-

Commissioner to superintend the making of powder, 24 rected to propose Governour Franldin in ex~han"'e
On Committees- for, ~ _

825, 1580
On Privileges and Elections, 3 General Washington wiJl submit proposition for ex-
On President's Message, - -. 5 change of ~ 871
To arrange elections, 21 Governour Franklin proposed in exchange for, . 1028
On general amnesty, 48 Order for the exchange of, countermanded by Con-
On petition of' Henry Drew, 49 gress, . 1069, 1598
To examine Jail, 57 General Washington has despatched a messenger
On petition of Elizabeth Black, 59 to countermand the eXi:hangeof, _ _ _

1095
Tenny, Do.ctor, \vitness before a Court of Inquiry on Letter to, from General Washington, _ . 1166

Captam Hamlen,
- 1493 Five months' pay advanced to, 1567

Tenpenny, Major, - - 1235, 1381 Payment to, for two months' pay, _

1601
Tents, order of Maryland Convention for the importa- Thompson, Colone1, on a Committee from New-Haven, 1207

tion of duck for, - 116 Thompson, E., Secretary of New-Hampshire Council
Resolution of Connecticut respecting, - .- 452 1080) 1224
Resolution providing for Connecticut Militia, - 453 Letter from, to Matthew Thornton and "'"'"iJJiam\Vasting at Fi10jhkillLanding,

- 1098 Whipple, ~ 1211
Ordered to Fishkill, . 1476 Thompson, Ezra, letter from, to Jonathan Landon, _

1060
Terboss, Daniel, letter to, from Jacob Watson, brought To furnish a statement of the operations of John

from New-York by a flag, ~ . - - 368 McDonald, miner, - ~ 1098
Remarks ofa Committee on letter from Jacob W,at. Thompson, James, and others, petition of, to l\fassa.

son to, - - 1205 chusetts General Court, . _
397

Terboss, Major, to take charge of hides at FishkiJI, ~ 371 Commander of privateer Risioa Statesl
-

_
397

Test, on admissioo to office, Maryland, - - 146 Thompson, John, petition o~ toOSouth-Carolina As-
TestAet, Providellce, George TayJorand Job Sweeting sembly, - 43refuse to subscribe, - - . - - . 785 I Report on petition of, - 44, 46
Tetard, Rev. Mr., recommended for chaplain in New- Fine imposed upon, remitted on certain cQndition 46

York BrigHde, - ~ 833 Proceedings in South-Carolina Assembly on petitior:
Tew, Captain William, Return of Company of, - 505 o~

-
_

58 61
Tha.cher, S~r.geon,. position of, in ca.sc.ofaction,

- 530 Thompson, John, (Pennsylvania,) pa}'ment to, for'
Thames, Bntlsh slup of war, fourteen sail of transports, water-casks, &c., ~ 184

under convoy of: f~r New.York, - - ~ 1134 Thompson, Major Joseph, Massachusetts, appointed
Thanks, of South-CarolIna Assembly to Colonel Wil- Major in the new arrangement,

-
_ 712,1084Jiamson,- '.

81 Thompson,NInjor,ofRehol>oth, _
1267Of New- York ConventIon to Contmental Congress Thompson, Richard, petition o~ to South. Carolina

fora loan, - - ~ - - - 217,220 Assembly, _
43

O~ ~ew- York Committ:e of Safety to General Scott, 326 R~po~t on petition of, in ~outh-CarolilJ.a Assembly, 44, 46
Ot New-York C0!lventton to ~eneral Heath, - 334 Fwe Imposed npon, remltLed on certam condition, 46Of General Washlllgton to Major Backus, - 484 Proceedings in South-Carolina AssembJy on petitjon
Of General Gates to Commiuee of Benningtonl

- 52.1 of, - - ~ - . - ~ . 58, 61
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Thompson] Samuel, Judge ofEleclion, Queen-Anne's
County, MaryJa.nd, - - 174

Thompson, Colonel Samuel, - - 402
Marched to reinforce Caloue] Hendrickson, - - 601
Number of musket cartridg-es and flints delivered to, 679

Thompson, Thomas, letter from, to New-Hampshire
Assembly, - 1454

Thompson, William) .saltpetre delivered to, - 194
Letters from, to Richard Devens, - 1163, 1178, 1196
Letter to, from MiissachuseHs Board of War, - 1252

Thomson, Charles, Secretary to Congress, letter from,
to General Washington, - 1164, 1179

Memorandum by, respecting the position of the
American troops, - 1581

Thomson, Captain, prisoner from Canada, payment of
expenses of, from Albany to Trenton, - - 1593

Thomson, Captain, Colonel Storrs's Regiment, Return
of Company of, - 621

Thomson, David, payment to, by Pennsylvania Coun-
cil of Safety, for use of his wharf, - 190

Thorn, Samue], recommended for an appointment in
the new arrangement, - 1129

Thorndike, Israel, commissioned Captain of privateer
Warren, - - 419

Thorne, John, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, - 1241
Thome, 'ViI1iam, parole o( - 1143
Thornton, Captain, Third Virginia Regiment, Return

of Company of, - 515
Thornton, Calaue] Matthew, letters from, to Mei5hech

Weare, - - 652, 1418
Letter to, from E. Thomson, - 1211
Letters to, from Me8hech We~re, .1223, 1453
Credrntjals of, Jaid before Congress, - 1558

Thorp, Cornelius, warr<mt for arrest of, - - 524
Arrested for passing false money, ~ 752

Thorp, Stephen, supplied with cannon and ammuni-
tion by Connecticut, - 511

Thread, bounty on manufacture of, in South-Carolina, 69
Taken on a prize ship, - 800

Three-Friends, prize, arrival of, at Purtsmouth, - 537
Throne, Samuel, appointed Lieutenant of a company

to be raised in Albany County, - 232
Throop, Josiah, Captain's commission given to, by

Massacbusetts, - 1502
Throop, Lieutenant.Colonelj Return of Regiment o~ 499

Regiment of, ordered to march immediateJy, - 559
Thurber, Edward, on Committee to collect tools for

IlHtki1Jgintrenchments at Providence, - 1130
Thurher, Lieutenant, to repair to Ticonderoga, - 526
Thurloe, the rutbless, - 1368
Tice, Captain, said to be on his way with Joseph

Brant to Niagara, ~ 1500
Ticonderoga, Committee of New-York Conmntion to

go to, - 248
New-York Convention ask permission (0 send a

Commissary to, to take charge of hides, - - 250
Enemy expecterl to attack, - - 259'
IVleans taken to supply Army at, - - 280
Two Regiments orrlered from, to Tryon County, - 287
Scouts from the head of Hudson's River to, - . 288
Committee from 1\fassac.husetts to repair to camp

at, for forming new Army, - - - - 399
Instructions to Committee appointed by Massachu-

setts to go to, - 408, 409
Petition ror repair of tbe middle road to, _

445
Resolve for repairing middle road to, - - 446
Extract of a letter from, - 511
Colonel Bald win, Engineer, to have cbarge of the

works atj - - - - - - - - 529
Estimate of flour at,

. 570, 591
Necessity of having a supply of provisions at, - 590
J ames Anderson to ride post to, - - 594
Number armen to be posted at, - - 641
Committee of New.Hampshire to repair to, - - 646
State of troops ai,

_
743

Time and materials wanted to put it in any tolera-
ble state of defence, -

_
785

General SchuyJer ~rprehensive that a sufficient num-
ber of men will not be at, - . 796

Colonel Long's Regiment ordered to, - 815, 816
Inferior jn importance to Crown Poiut,

_

844
Bedding wanted for the garrison at,

- 862
Colonel 'Vayne in command at, - . 875
(f g<1rrison at, suffer for pro\'fsions, the blame will

fa!!on Co]onel Lewis, _
879

_'\larm at, . - 1032
Many of Co]ouel Long's Regiment refuse to march

to, . _
1045

INDEX. 1860

Ticon deroga- Continued.
Inlistment of troops at, expires on the lasj, day of

December, - 1063
General Schuyler thinks the troops at!wiJlnot tarry

beyond the term of their inlistment, - -11GO,1249
Garrison of, reduced to 1~5Sthan i5eventeen hundred

men, - 1174
Men suffering at, for want of clothing, . - 1237
Falsealarm at, - - 1250
First New- Yark Battalion marched to, - - 1264
No danger at, at present, - . - - - 1302
Return of the garrison at, forwarded to Congress, - 1352
Lett€r from Colonel Wood at, - 1358
Letter from Colond Wayne at, . 1359. Letter from President of Congress to Eastern States

on importance of holding, - 1415
General Schuyler is resolved to take measures for

defence of, without waiting IOllger for directions
from Congress, - t - . . - - 1476.

Measures taken by Congres:'1for defence of, -
~ 1477

Upwards of twenty thousand dollars in sih'er, at, - 1485
Measures of General Schuy]er for defence of, - 1495
Memorandum of works to be done near, (note,) - 1585
Return of garrison at, (note,) - 1589
Ref:olution of Congress urging reinforeements for,. 1610

Tid, William, payment to, for ]o.ssesat Lexington or
Bunker Hill, - - 408

Ti]den, Daniel, appointed Captain, Connecticul, ~ 458
Tilden, John, Joseph, and Stephen, refugee Tories,

memorial of, - - 391
Petition of, - - 392
Resolve on petition of, - 393

Tiler, John, commander ofprivateerOli\'er Cromwell, 378
Ti!ey, Samuel, orders of Captain J. P. Jon£:!sto, - 1282
Tilghman, James, member of Maryland Council of

Safety, - - 179
Letter from, to Maryland Connci] ofSafety,761,836, 1253
Letter to, from Dr. Pine, "- 836

Tilghman, Matthew, memberofMaryJand Convention, 83
Elected President of the Com"entioD, - 83
Treasurer of Eastern.Shore to give bond to, - - '177Delegate from MarY,landto Continental Congress, 179
Letter from, to PresIdent of Congress, - - 553
Letter from, to Maryland CoulJcil of Safety, ~

- 1053
Letter from, read in Congress, . 1569
Credentialsof, - 1575

Tilghman, Mr., (Pennsylvania,) publjck papers in
hands of, to be removed, . - 187

Tilghman, Richard, of Talbot County, signer of biUs
of credit, Maryland, - - - - - - 176

Tj]ghman, Tench, letters from, read in New-York
Convention, 213, 214, 228, 230, 243, 247, 251,

264,275,283,284,300,301,304,312
Letter trom, to the Commiuee of Correspondence,

New-York, - 237
Letter from, to William Duer, 486, 576, 589
Letter from, to Rpbert R. Li"ingston, - 658, 740
Letter from, to Colonel Cadwa]ader, - 1447

Tillinghast, Daniel, Contiuental agent, Rhode-Island,
Jetter to, from Robert l\'Iorris, - - 1485

TiJlinghast, Mr., reference to a letter from Leonard
Jarvis to, - - 1470

Tillinghast, Captain John, of privateer Independence,
.pr.izetaken by,

- 823
Tillati5on,Ensign J:tcob, refused to march on the late

alarm, - 1409
Tilmage, Lieutenant James, - 219
Timber, for obstructing Hud.son's River, not to be sent

from Albany, - - 374
Impressment of, authorized in Connecticut, - 453

Timothy, Peter, membe,r of Somh-Carolina Assemb]y, 1
Clerk of South,Carohna Assembly, - - - 2

Tin, oruerof Maryland COllvelJtion for the importation
of, for camp-kettles, - - 116

Arrival of one hundred chests of, from Fr:mce, 512
Plates, imported iu the Hancock and Adamsj

- 746
Tillian, letter of Colone] Burd from, - 1448
Tinicum, Lord StirJing ~uggests an attack on the

enemy by way of, 1189
A number of boats at, to faciJitate the passage (Jf

General Lee, - - - - - -- - 1216
Tinker, Captain Jehial, account of, referred to the

Committee of Pay-Tablej - - 1207
Titcom,b, Benja~in, appointed Captain in New-Hamp.

stureBaHallon, - - - - -
_

646
Titles of Nobility, not to be granted jn Maryland, 147
Titus, Lieutenant Jonathan, recommended for a com-

mission in the new Army,
- 640



]861

Tiverton, Rhode~Island, lelter of General Godfrey
from, - 1392

Tobacco, extension of time for receipt fwd inspection
of, at the publick warehouses, Maryland,.. .. 102

Private inspection of, MaryJand, .. .. 110
Tax of, in T<1JhotCounty, for reliefofpooT)" .. 111
Exportation of, by M:lryJand Convention, .. 116
Extension of time for inspection of, Maryland, .. 164
Superiority of the American, .. 479
Price of, in Europe, .. ~.. .. 539
Rising fast in St. Eustatia, .. ... .. 8]9
Silas Deane urges shipment of, to Europe, .. 901, 1050
A ship laden with, despatched from Philadelphia to

France, - - 1240
Order of Massachusetts Board of War for two hun-

dred hogsheads of, - - 1423
Letter from John Watson to Massachusetts Board

of War respecting, .. .. 1453
Tobey,. WiHiam, petition of, for wages as Lieutenant, 423
Todd, Joseph, and others, petition of, to Massachusetts

GeneraJ Court, - 406
Todd, NeIlson, and others, petition of, to Massachu-

seHs General Court, - - 406
Todd, Thomas, to be commissioned Second Lieute-

nant of a Company of Matrosses, Maryland,
_

131
Taght, Lieutenant John M., recommended for a Cap-

taincy in the new Army, - - 522
Toleration, petition to Virginia Assemblyrespecting, 1092
Tolman, Joseph, Chairman of a Committee, - 391
Tompl<ins, Mr., member of New-Y ark Convention from

Westchester County,
_

201
On Committee on schooner Putnam, -

_ 203
Added to Committee on clothing, - 213
On Committee on letter from deJegates in Congress, 216

Tom's River, guard for salt works ai, - 182, 183, 1561
Tonancour, Monsieur, Canadian pri~oner, payment to,

for his allowance, _
1564

Toomer, Anthony, member of South-Carolina Assem-
bly, on Committee on memorial from inhabitants
of CharJw-Town,

_ _ _ _ _ _

On Committee to receive applications for command
of watch companies, 76

Toomer, Joshua, memberofSouth-CaroJina Assembly, 1,42
On Committee on the memorial of St. Phihps, 28
On Committee to wait on Legislative Council, 72

Tootel1, Richard, signer ofbill8 of credit, Maryland,
- 176

Tories, Congress rec.ommend to djsarm, in aU the Col-
onies, 10

In jail at Georgetown, South-Carolina,
- 67

In jail at Cheraws, South-Carolina, 67
Isaac Atkinson, Maryland, - 98
In Maryland, Isaac Costin and others, - 99, 112
Alarming situation of New-York on accoUIit of, ~ 238
Outrages of, in the Manor of Livingston, _

242
Conspiracy of, at Helenbergh] 288, 289, 568
Consultation of Indians with, at Can:Jjoharie Castlc, 291
Further examination respecting, at HelJebergh, . 292
Names of sundry, in New-York,

- -
~

_
293

Detachment of Albany Militia employed in hLJnting,
330, 337

Refugee, Massachusetts, petition of, . 391
John Colson and WilJiam Tyng, Massachusetts, - 402
Ichabod Jones, Massachusetts, ~ 442
Act of Connecticut for arrest of, . - 449
Sent from New-York to New-Hampshire, orders to

Captain Fonda respecting,
- 466

Sent to Exeter~ New~Hamp~hire, list of, - 468
Of Tryon County, New-York, wi]] be whipped into

obedienc.e the moment they are refractory, . 526
Order respecting the estate of William Brown, a

Mandamus CouncilJor,
.

- 536
Report of Committee on, New-York, - 561-591
Abraham Hait, escape of, _

609
Intercourse of inhabitants of New-York and Staten~

Island with, to be suppressed, - - . . 651
Order of New-Hampshire Commiuee of Safety for

disposition of, - ~ 1187
Peter Herron, escape of, from Hartford jail,.

- 731
One hundreu pass through \Vorcester, (note,) ~ 756
Remarks of Richard Henry Lee on, _

M
_

827
In Monmouth County, New.Jersey, danger of an

insurrection of, ~ 830
From Ramapaugh, number of, gone to the enemy, 842
Above two hundred, sent from New-York to New-

Hampshire, . 851
General Scott wouJd have undertaken to correct the

insolence of, had he been ab]e to continue in
sen'ice, ~

_
931

INDEX. 1862

Tories- Coniinued.
Arrested and sent to General Heath, - ~ 932
Letter from William Duer, to New.Hampshire As-

sembly respecting, a . 1075
The people at Albany uneasy at the return of so

many, ~ - - - - . - - 1076
A negro spy employed by, taken prisoner, - - 1109
New-York, insult and abuse the WhigB in a manner

not to be borne with, - -' . -
.;,1123

Pierson, taken prisoner, - 1139
Distresses caused by, in Orange County, New- York, 1140
New-York, joining the enemy and insulting and

disarming the Whigs, - -' . - - 1169
In the front and rear and on the flanks of General

Lee, - 1201
General Lee betrayed by, - 1202
British said to have been escorted into Newport by, 1222
Description of character of~- - 1292
Number of, in Philadelphia not small, - - 1397
A number of, have lately died unpitied and unla-

mented at Halifax, -
_

1419
Confidence of, from the near llpproach of the enemy

to Philadelphia,
_

1440
A great many taken prisoners in New-Jersey, - 1475
Fly with the precipitation of guilty fear to General

Howe, _
1487

Benjamin Rush declares he wi!]drive the first one
he meets a hundred miles barefooted throucrhthe
snow - - - - - - ~ _

1488
Proceedings of New-York Committee respecting,

1539-1558
Report brought in Congress by Committee on, - 1564

Torrey, John, Chairman of Committee of Plymouth,. 391
Torry, CaptainJoseph, sent to Boston to procure

nails, ~ 411
Totaway Bridge, New~Jersey,

- ~ 12tH
Toulon, eighteen men-of-war said to be fitting at, ~ 476
Tournequets, payments for, by Pennsylvania Council

of Safety,
47 Towers, Robert, payments to, by Pennsylvania Council

of Safety, 184, 188
Arms to be delivered to,

_
1200

Payment to, by Con~ress, -
_

1565
Town-Meetings, Governour TrumbuJi recommends, to

be called in every town in New-England. - ~ 1143
Townsend, Barkley, Maryland, 99
Townsend, Captain, member of South-Carolina As-

8cmbly, on Committee on salt, - 31
Townsend, Captain, (note,) a ~ .

-
_

333
Townsend, Hooe &. Co., letter to, from Van Bibber &.

Harrison, _
513

Townsend, Levin, efforts of, to induce men to iulist
under Lord Dunmore,

Townsend, Lieutenant Jos., Colonel Humfrey's Regi-
ment, _

219
Townsend, Captain Micah, petition of Company of,

for increase of subsistence, - ~ -
_

214
Pay-roll of, presented to New~York Committee of

Safety, -
_

361
Payment of Company of, ~ 362

Townsend, Platt, an examiner of Surgeons, Connec-
ticut, . 455

Townsend, Captain Samuel, - - 1421
Townsend, Right Honourable T., speech of, in the

House of Commons on the AddreFs to the KinQ', 994
Remraks of, on motion of Mr. LuttreJI,

- '-'_ 1020
Townsend, William B., depositions against, 91

Discharged on giving security to appear when caHed
on, ~

_

114
Report from Committee on conduct of.

- 116
Case of, referred to Council of Safety, - 126Townseud, Wil1iam Blair, petition of, to the General

Court of Massachusetts, - 436
Resolve on the petition of, ~ _.

437Tracey, Nathaniel, appointed Commissaryof a Com-
pany ofsea~coast meu at Newburyport, _ 411

To negotiate an exchange of prisoners, _
440

Letter to, from Massachusetts Board of War, _
1325

Tracy, Elisha, appointed an examiner of Surgeons,
Connecticut, ~ - - ~ - -

_
455

Tracy, Captain Jared, letter to. from Colonel Hunt-
ington, - 1145Provisions to be delivered to, . 1221

Tracy, Joshua, appointed Second Lieutenant, Con~
necticut, -

_
459Trade, American, report that the enemy intend to put

a total stop to, ~ 1329,1371
Day assigned in Congress for considering, - ..1565

194

99



1863

Transports, sailing of large fleet of, from New-York, 189,
706,750, 751, 820

Large fleet of, daily expected fro:n Cork, - 376
Captain Warner to endeavour to mterc.ept, -

. 461
Fourteen sail of, under convoy of Thames ship of

war,forNew.York,- - 1134
Trapier, Captain, South-Carolina AssembJy-

On CornmiUees-
On petition of Edward Fenwick,
On President's Message, -
To revise the Constitution,
To wait on the President,
To examine enfJ'rossed ordinances, -

Trapier, Captain, S'~ulh-CarolinaJ ArtilJery Company

~- ~
Trasoo, George, found guilty of sleeping on his post, 535
Traverse, Joseph, at PeekskiH, to reeeh'e flour for the

Army, - 264
Payment to, by Congress, - 1561 I

Treadwel1, Captain, order of General Heath to, - 873 I
With Colone] Malcom at Ni,wk, - 1059
To remain with Colonel Ma!com for the present, - 1074

Treadwell, J<1cob, and others, petition aC to Massa-
chusetts Genera] Court, - - 380

Treason, Congress recommend to the Co]onies to pass
Jaws for punishing, - 13

Laws to attaint particular persons of, not to be made
in Maryland, - - 144

John Biles committed to State Prison ofPenns)'tva-
nia on charge of, ~ 194

1

Act of Connecticut for punishing, 447
Treasurer, of Man;]and, oath of, 171

Punishment of,~in case of violation ofaath, - 172 I

OfPennsylvanin,John M.Nesbitt, - 183
Of New-York, to act as loan officer, - 288
Of New-York, accounts of, -

~ 306
OfSuff'f)lk County, Massachusetts, resolve for alJow-

iog the accounts of, - - 423
Of Connecticut, John Lawrence, - - 937

Treasury, of South-CaroJina, report on state of, 62, 68
Report on ways and means of supplying, South.

Carotinl1,. 70
Of Maryland, Committee to examine and adjust the

claims on,
lVIal'yltmd, report from Committee to examine claims

npon, - 181
ContirJental, resolution of Connecticut directing a

settlement of accounts witb, - 456
Continental, st<lte of, . . 820
Day assigned by Continental Congress for consider-

ing state of,
- 1598

Continental, stilte of, considered in Committee of
the Whole, - 1599

Continental, account for guarding from Philadel-
phia to Bllltimore, ordered to be paid, ~ 1607

Treasury, Board of-
To rCJ)Ort to Congress every week what part of the

last emission remains unexpended, . - 1557
To prepare for a new emission of five miJlions, - 1558
Account' reported by, - 15118, 1562,

1564, 156.5, 1567, 1.569, 1571, 1576, 1578,
1580, 1593, 1594, 1598, 1600, 1604, 1607

Report from, - 1560, 1562
Report on accounts of Benjamin Eyre referred to, - 1561
Sundry matters referred to) - - 1562
Letter from Richard Bache referred to, . - 1566
Empowered to numinis1eroaths, ~ - ]566
Reported respecting the loan of five miHions, . 1569
Sundry letters referred to, - 1573
Direction to, 'in settling General Armstrong's ac~

count,
- 1575

Parts of memorial of Captain Lockwood and Cap-
tain Oswald referred to, - - 1577

R£ported furtber instructions to Commissioners for
settling the accounts of the Army, . 1578

Accounts of Captain Long referred to, - ~ 157~
Petitioll from Alexander Mercer referred to, - - 1593
Two ,members added to Com~ittee for better regu-

lating,
- 1610

Treat, Dr. Malachi. payment of account of, for attend.
ance and medicine, ~

- 272
Treaty, with Indians, to be he]J at Kingston, New-

York,
- 229

Concludetl with the Cherokees, - - 902
He!d with the Indians at Pittsburg) expenses of, . 1598

Trcrlwell, Thomas, anus and ammunition appraised by, 1144
Tremper, Lieutfmant William, Colonel Graham's

Regiment, _
219

INDEX. 1864

19
22
61
73
73

Trenton, General Washington at, - 363,366,1053, 1069
Sick in hospita] at, .. - 463
Estimate of pro\'isions at and near, . 1034
General return of the Army at, - 103!i
Retreat of the Continental Army to, - 1119
British repairing the bridges below, - 1152
Main body of the Brjlish Army at and near) . - 1152,

1165, 1216, 1230
General Howe at, . 1189
General Washington believes the design of the

enemy is to ford thf river above, - 1201
A stroke upon the enemy near) meditated byGene-

ral Washington, - 1215, 1216, 1218
The enemy appear to be retiring from, . 1231,1243, 1246
Persons fearful of being betrayed by the jnhabitants

of - - 1344
An ~ttempt on, mged by Cotonel Reed, - 1361
Letter from General Washington to CoJoneJ Reed,

informing of plan for an attack on)
_

- 1376
Account of the attack on, carried to London by

Colonel While, - 1423
Observations on the action at, written before the

American account arrived in England, - - 1423
General Washington congratula.ted on his SlJCceSS <It, 1428,

1458, 1475, 1489
Return of prisoners taken at, -1445, 1446
Congress congratulated on the SUCCE'SSat, - 1458, 1468
A few more prisoners discovered and taken in, M 1473
General Schuyler congratulated by Congress on the

success at, . 1478
General St. Clair congratulated byJames Wilson on

the success at, - 1482
Late surprise at, animates the friends of liberty ama-

zingly, - - 1486
Letters of General WashilJgton from, - -1488,1489
The Rebels carrying olfthe Hessian Brigade at, has

given Governour Tryon more real chagrin than
any other circlHmtance this war, - 1514

ACCOUfJtsof attack on, in letters from-
Robert Morris to Preoident of Congressk - 1427, 1439
Captain Nicholson to Sam'l Pnndancc, "':'Jr., M 1440
Colonel Cadwalauer to Pennsylvania Council of

Safety,- - 1441
An officer of distinction, - - 1442
An officer in the American Army, - - 1442
General Washington to Robert Morris,

_
1443

GeneralWashi.ngtonto Congress, - 1443
General Washington to General Heath, - 1445
Co]onel Moylan to Robert Morris, - . 1446
General Washington to Generat McDougall, ~ 1461
General Washington to General MaxweJl, - - 1461
Lord Stirling to Goveroour Livingston, ~ 1462
General Howe to Lord George Germain, -

_
1475

Committee of Foreign Affairs to Commissioners
in France, - - 1480

General Heath to Governour Trumbu]], - 1491
Francis Shaw to John Avery, . - 1503
William El1ery to Governour Cooke, - M1506

Trenton Falls, Head-Quarters of the American Army,
extract of a letter from, to a gentleman ilJ Con-
necticut, - . 1187

Trezell, \ViJliam, appointed First Lieutenant) Connec-
. tieut, _

458
Trepolet, Mr., houses of, taken for barracks, - 1024
Trials, to be speedy and impartial, Mary]and, ~

- 145
Trip, Joseph, wounded soldier, allowance to) _ _

416
Tripp, Sergeant, charged with plundering, order for

arrest of, - - 1170
.Arrested, - - 1451
Discharged by New.York Committee of Safety, - 1516

Tripp, William, sentenced by a Court-Martia] to re-
ceive seyenty.eight lashes,

_
875

Triton, British frigate, at Quebeck! ~ 1134
Tottingham, Adjutant, resigned,

_

530
Troup, Lieutenant Robert, taken prisoner, . M 723
Trowbridge, Captain Ca]eb, taken prisoner on Long_

Islalld,
- 715

Trlle~Blue, Massachusetts privateer, commissioned,. 416
Trumbull, 'John, Deputy At1jutant-GeneraJ-

Letter from, to C%ne] Patterson,
Letter from, to Board of1Var,
Letter from, to the officers commandirN GreaWn)fI

Bond's) and Porter's Regiments, ': ~ ~ 1190
Letter trom, to Governol1r Trumbulll 1246

'Vith General Gates at Easton or thereabouts, - 1265
Gelleral Schuyler charged with having withheld tlJe

commission of, _1498
Remarks of General Schuyler on the above charge. 1497

89

- 624
703



1865

TrumbuJl, Jonathan] Governour of Connecticut-
President of New- York Convention to write to, rela-

tive to the removal of pOOf, - - . 361
Prod~mation of, [Dr laying an embargo, - - 592
Meetmg of General Assembly eaBed by, - . 666
Exchange of prisoners proposed to, by Lord Howe, 846
Report of Committee on exchange of prisoners pro-

posed to,
- 846

General Washington approves of General Lee's ap-
plication to,

Petition of Isaac Oorsa to, -Beating orders of, to Lieutenant Burr, -
Letter from, laid before Congress,.
Letters from, to-

James Bowdoin,
President of Congress,
Governour Cooke, -
Pierre Van Cortlandt,
IVIassachui5€tts Council, -
General Heath,
General Lee, -General Schuylf!T,
General Washiogton,

904

- 1390

- 1433

-1562, 1612

- 845, 1087, 1175

- 592,936, 1388

- 1077, 1086

-1194, 1195
-1142
- 1142
- 938

-
1194, 1451

- 666,937,
1103, 1111, 1193, 1389, 1469

Letters to, from-
Andrew Adams, - 1103
Cl1plain Brainerd, - - 1281
Thaddeus Bmr, - 1303
Captain DeJaplace, prisoner, - 1500
John Duncan,

-
_

1451
Robert H. Harrison, 484, 546,558
General Heath, - 1096, 1491
Colonel Huntington, - 559
Ralph Isaacs, - - 1113
William Judd, - - 1281'GeneralLee, - - 872
Colonel Livingston,-

_
1144

Juhn McLean, _
1410

Massachusetls Counci], - - n33, 1209
N~w- Yark Committee of Safety, . 363, 1125, 1407
Timothy Parker and others, prisoners on a prison

ship, -
_

1138
Colonel Parsons,

- 1409, 1410
George Pitkin, - - 1250
General Schuyler, 1063,1301, 1476
Philip Skene, - - 1463
Thomas Sword~J - 667
John Trumbull, - 1246
Jon'athau Trumhull,Jun., 1076,1086,1250,1302,1500
Joseph Trumbull, 907, 1073, 1265, 1352, 1431
Henry Van Schaack, _

1354
Robert R, Waddell aud Samuel Burling-,

_ _
1354

General W"hington, 632, 741, 1186, 1215,1246,1338
Ebenezer1-Vil!iams,- - 1196
GeneralWooster, - 755

Trumbull, Jonathan, Jr.) Deputy Paymaster-General-
Letters from, to President of Congress) - - 683, 731
Will want a million ofdo!irus by the last of December, 742
Letters from, to Go\'ernour Trumbu1l1 - ~1076,

10~6, 1250, 1302, 1499
Letter from, laid before Congress,

-
_ _

1562
Payment of drall of, - 1584

Trumbull, Colonel Joseph, Comrnissary.General-
Committee on letter of, - - - - - 299
Committee to write to, respecting salt) - 342
To be informed that a body of Militia are to march

to North-Castle,
_

1349
Remarks of General Schuyler on an intercepted

letter of, - - 1497
Letters from, read in Congress, 1568~ 1580, 1611, ]612
Memorial of, referred to the Board of 'Var, ~

- 1573
Four hundred Ihousand dollars advanc€d to, - - 1611
Empowered to import provisions from the Southern

States, - 1611
Letters from, to-

Committee of Bennington,
President of Congress,
General Washington,
Governour TrumbuJl,
General Heath,
William Williams, (intercepted,)

Letters to, from-
R. H. Harrison, 465, 904
General W.ashingtoo, _

1240
President of Congress, _

1438
Commissioners to the Northern Army, - 1588

Truro, payment of Commissaryfor troops stationed
at, - . 406

- 590

- 842, 1202

- 857, 1032, 1203
907, 1073, 1265, 1352, 1431

- 1406

- 1497

INDEX. 1866

rTryon County, New-York, account of ball and flints
delivered to, ~ 213

Memorial of inhabitants of, referred to Committee
on Conspiracies, - - - - - - 228

Commissions to officers for three Compan'ies ofRan-
gers in, - - 237

Committee authorized to call out Militia ()f, - - 260
Report on muster-roll of Rangers raised in, - - 262
Two Regiments ordered from Ticonderoga"to, - 287
RanO'ersof - - - - - - - 292Fou; huud:ed Militiaordered from Fort Edward to, 293
Pay~ro1lsof, presented to New-York Committee of

Safety, - - 329
Letter from Chairman of Committee of, read in

Committee of Safety, - 335
Advance to Rangers from, - - 362
Rangers of, allowed Continental rations, - 367
Report on pay~roJiof Rangers of,- - - 371
General Schuyler orders two Regiments into, 490, 498
More than two thousand troop!'! in, - 498
Tories of, will be whipped into obedience the moment

they are refractory, -
_

526
Captain Brady to march into, - 565
Conference of General Schuyler with a Committee

respecting, - 567
Letter fram Committee of, to New-York Conven-

tion,
_

665
Certificates of delegates of, in favour of Captain

McKean and Lieutenant French, _
906

Tryon, John, disaffected, - 562
Tryon, Go\'ernour William, Jetter from, to WjJJjam

Smith, brought from New-York by a flag,
- 368,370

Request of, for raising troops in Albany County, - 587
Letters f!'Om, to Lord George Germain, - 855,

872, 892, 1404, ]514
Leiter from, to Rev. Dr. Inglis, - - 1156

Tubman, Henry, Judge of Elect ion, S1. Mary's County,
Marylaud, _

173
Tucker, Captain, prize taken bYJ ~. 685

Prize brig sent into Boston by, - 799, 1392
Generous treatment of the commander and crew of

the Lively, by, - - 940
Tucker, Daniel, witness ata Court of Inquiry on Gene-

ral Arnold,
_

1043
Memorial of, to General Schuyler,

_
1516

Tucl~er, Henry and James, Bermuda, certify to memo~
rial of Jnhu Noble Taylor, - 910

Tucker, John, and others, prisoners on a prjson ship,
letter from, to Governour Trumbull,

'- - - 1139
Tucker. Judge SamueJ, Address of Grand Jury of Bur-

lington County, New-Jersey, to, _
662

Answer o~ to Address of Grand Jury, -
_

662
Tucker, William, member6fSouth-Cal'olinaAssembly, 66

Leave of absence from Assembly, - -
_

22
Tudor" Oaptain Samuel, letters from, to the New.York

Cnnvention, 204, 229,348, ~13, 1128, 1192, 1381
Report in New-York Conventi(Jll on JeHer oj; 206, 355
Certificate of, in favour ofvViHiarn Warne, -

_
242

Anchors, cabJes,&c., delivered to,
- 264-Six hundred pounds advanced to, _

265
Letters from, read in Committee of Safety,

_

315,
317, 322, 366

Letters to, from Committee of Safety, ~ 317, 370
Tunnecliff, Joseph, to be c,onfined in jail,

- . 469
Tupper, Lieutenant-CoJoneJ Benjamin, Massachusetts,

appointed Lieutenant-Colonel in the new ar-
rangement,

- 712, 1084
Tupper, Colonel, to send a number of boats to Peeks-

kill, _
523

Thinks he can transport the provisions in flat-boats, 556
To send ..11the spare boats to King's Ferry, -

_
630

Express from, to General Lee, _
653

Stores ~ecured by vigilance o~ _

858
To keep a vigilant look out~ -

_
1125

Tupper, WiJJiam, Clerk of Committee of .Machias,
letter from, to l\1assachusetts Assembly, - - 881

Turk's Island, leave granted to certain persons to
export provisions to, _

1565
Turn.bull, Mr., (Maryland,) wj]) have accounts ready

m a few days, - - - - - - _
775

Turner, E., tried and convicted by a Court-Martial, on
a charge of mutiny, -

_
528

Turner, Israel, senior Lieutenantof privateer schooner
Acti,'e, -

_
387

Turner, John, petition of, to l\fassachusetts General
COl1rt, _

415
Turner, Jos., payment to, for iron hoops for brass

foundry, -
_ 189



1867

Turner, Dr. Philip, Jist of sick reported by, - 635
Letter from, to General Spencer, ~ - 939

Turpentine, payment for, by P\lnnsylvania Council of
Safety, -. - 200

Turpin, Captain Joseph, letter from, to South-Carolina
A.,embly, 20

Tuscany, encouragement by the Grand Duke of, to
AmericaJ;1 commerce, .. 851

Grand Duke of, zealously in favour of America, - 1051
Congress resoh'e to send Commissioners to, - . - 1617

TUBleeDJ Co]onel Benjamin, appointed to purchase
clotbing for the Army, - 233

Chairman of the Committee of Goshen, .. 234
Letter from, read in New-Yark Committee of Safety,

284, 287
471
458

1284
458

Tunle, Israel, disaffected, to be sent to Exeter,
Tuttle, Nathan, appointed Captain, Connecticu.t,
Tyler, ] orders of Captain J. P. Jones to, -Tyler, Abraham, appointed Captain, Connecticut,
Tyler, John, member of Committee of Mendon, Mas-

sachusetts, - 738
Tyler, John, payment to, by Congress, 1567
Tyler, Colone] Johnj Return of Regiment o~ 499

Regiment of, sent to Sidnum's Bridge, - 751
RetLJrn of killed, missing, and taken, in Brigade of, 729
Marcbed fo!' Toppcn, . 841
To bring- off the flour at Tapan, - 858
Letter from, to Genera] Heath, 905
Regiment of, to cantin lie at Tapan till the stores

and provisionsare all moved off, ~ 906
Sick in Regiment of, recommended for discharge, ~ 939
Letter to, from General Heath, - 1029
Six Companies of Regiment of, returned to camp, - 1072

Tyler, Lieutenant-Colonel Nathan, President of a
Coert-Martial,- - 520

In command of a Regiment of Connecticut Militia
at Providence, 1196

Tyng, William, late Sberiff of Cumberland County,
Massachusetts, an absconding Tory, - - 402

Tyrannicide, Massachusetts brigantine, orders for a
cruise, . 404

U.
Ulster County, New-York, account of baJls and flint

delivered to, - 213
Measures for the protection of the frontiers, - - 215
Commissions i8sued to a Company of Militia in

precinct of Shawangunk in, ~ 219
Militia for defence of the frontiers of, - .. 229
Committee to purchase clothing in, forthe troops, ~ 233
Three hundred MiJitia of: to be sent to Peekskill, 237,239
All the Ranger8 raised in, tt} be subject to the Com~

mittee for detecting conspiracies,
_

238
Appointment of inspector of flour in, . _

239
O~e h~ndred pounds advanced for purchasjng cloth.

tOg 10,
- 2.15

Rangers from, subject to the order of the Committee
on conspiracies, _

257
Certificate of powder manufactured in, - ~ 258
Militia to be held in readiness to march at a moment's

warning, -
_

260
Payment of remaining half af bounty to Captain De

Wiu's Rangers raised in, - 9
-

_ _
261

Premium for powder mill built in, . 265
Committee of, requested to send carpenters and

masons to Fishkill, ~ ~ 265
Papers relative to prisoners of war in, handed in to

New-York Committee of Safety, ~ 284
Payment of Captain Belknap's Company of Ran-

gersraisedin, - - . .. -. - 286 344
Henry Winck and James Briggs sent to jail of, _' 305
Order to Committee of Kingston in, respecting tea, 305
Outrages in, owing to tea being stored there, _

316
Militia o~ to be cal]ed out, ~ - 362 363
Militia of, to mar~h .immediately to cooperate with'

Generals Lee and Gates,.
-

~ . 365, 368
Rangers of, to march, - . 366
Militia of, not to march farther south than Haver~

straw, nor west than Ringwood, .. 369
Letter to General Gates relative to marching of the

Militia of, - - - - - _
373

Uneasiness in, relative to memhers of the Precinct
~ommittee being subject to military duty, ~ ~ 603

Militia of, to he in readiness to march at a moment's
notice, _ _

1060
Proceedings of Committee to call ant the Militia of. 1126
General Clinton recommends that one half of th;

Militia. of, be dismissed, ~ .. 1347

INDEX. 1868

Underdunck, Abraham, appointed Captaif!, - 266
Company of, at Peekskill, - 503
Return of Company o~ - 791
At Fort Independence, - 792

Underhill, Captain, disaffected person, in Westchester
County, New-York,

-
~ 242

Underhill, Israel, sent to FishkiH under guard, - ~ 230
Union, laden with camp equipage, &.c., far the British

Army in Canada, - 1212
Updike, Thomas, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, - 460
Upper Cross Roads, MaryJand, election of officers at, 915

v.
Vails, John, bill of, for 'assisting in removing people

and effects from Long-Island, ~ -
~

- 1195
Account of, will be paid when properly audited, - 1407

Valentine, Jacoo, notice of, to marines, - - 596
Valentine's Hill, Major Robert Rogers at, . 1490
Valley Forge, letter of Major IrvilJg from, - 1181
Van Allen, John, charged with disaffection, 289,562
Van Alstyne, Albertlls, to command a Company of

Tories, - .. 289
Van Arsdalen, Jacob, minister, New-Jersey, - 1297
Van Auden, Lieutenant Paul, - - - - 219
Van Bergen, Anthony, appointed to purchase clothing

for tbe Army, - - - - - - - 233
Letter to, from New-York Committee of Safety, - 316
Colonel of Militia, Albany County, - .. - 784
Letter from, to New-York Con\'ention,~ - 796

Van Bibber, Abrm., letter from, to Maryland Council
of Safety, _

759
Van Bibber,Isaac, letter from,to Maryland Council of

Safety, - - - - - - -
_

668
Van Bibber & Harrison, letters from, to Maryland

Council of Safety, - 481, 596, 613, 660, 759, 818
Letter from, to Robert Townsend, Hooe & Co.) ~ 513
Letter from, to Willing &.Morris, ~ _

595
Vanbibber & Usher, payment to, for freight on powder,

from St. Martin's to Baltimore,
_

M ..
- 197

Van Bunscoten, Elias, an account sent to New- Yark
Convention by, .. 1300

Van Buren, Barent, appointed to purchase clotJjingfor
the Army, - - - - - -

_
233

Van Cortlandt, Frederick! two yoke of oxen and a cart
belonging to, impressed,

-
~ ~ _ _

1433
Van Cortlandt, John, near Morristown, -

_
1247

Van Cortlandt, Colonel Pierre, member of New-York
COIlvention, from Westchester County-

To settle certain accounts, - - - ...214
On Comm!ttee on resolutions of Cong~ess, - - 236
On ComuHttee to secure powder at Wwdsor, - 243
On Conspiracy Committee,

-
~ 249, 467

Appointed Vice President of the Convention, - 249
On Committee to proceed to PeekskiH, _

251
On Committee tQ impress pick-axes, &.c., _

261
Mills of, to be kept at work night and day, - - 269
Letter to, from John Moore, brought from New- York

by a flag, _
368

Records of City of New-York said to be buried in
family vault of, -

_
1249

Letters from, to-
Robert Yates, -Robert Bo}'d, -General Heath,

Letters to, from-
Robert Boyd, Jun., - 635, 753
General James Clinton, ~

- IHi9
Leonard Gansevoort, _

605
Gene!'al Heath, -768, 899, 1060, 1096, 1153
John Moore! -

_
1155

Isaac Nicoll, -
_

1030
General Schuyler, -

_
771, 1043, 1174

Jobn Taylor, -
_

503
Governoer Trumbull, -1194, 1195
SamuelTude~

_

1192
Vandebergh, John, eloped, - 1454
Vandenbergh, ColoneJ, appearance of, before a Com-

mittee, - - - - - -
_ 290,563

Vandenbergh, John, examination of, respecting Tories, 289,
292, 564, 573

Vanderbelt, Dirck, and others, letter from) to General
Clinton, - 1123

Vanderlinder, Domini, .. 498
Vanderhorst, Arnoldus, member of South~Caralina

Assembly,
_

On Committee on Privileges and Ejections, _

On Committee to revise Militia Jaw, _

On Committee on petition of William Hart, ~

- 588
753
873

2
3

18
24
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Van Dewark, Second Lieutenant Albert, recommenda-
tion of

" "
814

Van Dyek, 'Captain Abraham, taken prisoner, - . 723

Van Dyck, Doctor Henry, charged with disaffection,289,562
Van Gaasbeck, Petrus, appointed Captain of a Com-

pany to be raised in Albany County, - - - 232

Chairman of the Committee of the Manor of Living-
ston, letters from, read in New-York Committee
of Safety,

"

242
Van Heer, Bartholomew, payment to, for his pay as

Brigade-Major, - 1558

Van Houten, Rymer, letter froffipread in New-York
Committee of S:tfety, - 242

Yank, Henry, arrested lor passing false money, - 635
'Van Ness, Colonel Peter, appointed to purchase clo-

thingfortheArmy,- - 233
Letter from,read in New-YorkCommitteeof Safety, 263
To send a detachment against Tories, - 288, 290,563
Battalion of, to return to Albany, - - 561
Regiment of) recalled, - 568, 569

Letter tOJ from Robert Yates, - 569
General SchlJyler advises that he march to Sche-

nectady,
"

575
Detachment of, to remain in Albany, - - 582

Van Rensselaer, Cotone], member of New-York Con-
vention, from Albany County, -

~ 299
V an ~ensselaer, Henry J.) appointed to slJperintend

the Loan Office of New-York, - - 302
Van Rensselaer, Jeremiah, on Committee to confer

with the Deputy Commissary-General, - 572
Van Rensselaer, Major, member ofa Court-l\fartial, 700, 769
Van Schaack, Hemy, memorial of, to Governour

Trumbull,
" " "

-
" "

"1354
Van Schaick, Colonel Goose, fifty troopso~ spared to

act against the disaffected, - 290
Of Tryon Couoty,

"

295
Apprehends an attack, - 310
Three thousand pounds advanced to, for bounty

money,
_

- 313
Order to,

_
- 563

Captain Bradt to put himself under command of, - 565
President of a Court-Martial, ~ 876

Letter from, to New-York Convention, - 936
Arrangement of officers of Regiment of, - 953
Letter from, read in New-York Committee of Ar~

rangement, ~ 958
Man)' or the officers of Regiment of, decline to ac-

cept their appointment, - - 1062
Hindrance to fiHing Regiment of, R 1221
Marched to Ticonderoga, - - 1264
Letter from, to New~York Committee of Arrange-

ment,
"

1388
Van Schaack, Peter) charged with disaffection, 289, 562
Van Schoon hoven, D. B., express, ~ . 565
Van Steenbergh, Captain John, - 219
Van Tassel, Peter, Westchester County, New-York, 1380
Van Tilen, Johannis, to be sent prisoner to Exeter, - 470
Van Valke~brugh, Mr., recommended for an apP?int-

ment II) the new arrangement, - - 1129
Van Veghten, Teunis T., excused from marching

with the Mi]itia, - 572
Van Vrank, Lieutenant, Colonel Humphrey's Regi~

ment, H 219
Van Wyek, Captain, killed, 487,721
Van W yck, Isa~c, to take charge of hides at Fishkill, 371 J
Van Wycl{, Theodorus, loan offieer of the City and

County of New-York, deceased, - 288
Van Wycke, Dr., requests quarters for Colonel Shel~

dan's detachment of Horse, - 272
Vanzandtz, Captain Tinc, witness on tria] of Lieute-

nant Nowell, - - 1346
Varian, James, appointed a Commissioner to secure

stock in -WestchesterCounty, ~ - 245
Varick, Captain, Captain .White pledged not to chal-

lenge, - 785
Varick, Lieutenant-Co]onel Richard, letter from, to

General Gates, - 591
Returned from mustering troops to the northward, 1161
Letter from, to President of Congress, -

~ 1352
Varid" 1\11'.,mu~kets engaged from, ~ 213
VaroutIl, Colonel, Return of Regiment of, 499, 709, 831, 1401

Complimented by a commis~ion from Connecticut, 552
Varnum, J. N., Jetter from, to General Lee, - 1391
Vasburg, Peter, dis:Lffec.ted,

- 562
Vauchier, John, petition to South-Carolina AssembJy, 32

Report on petition of, ~ 38
Vaughan, Major-Genera], British, detached to Hack-

insack River, - - 925

INDEX. 1870

Veal, Captain Israel, Colonel Swartwout's Regiment, 1263
Veazey, Captain, William Harrison has not been tJb]e

to get papers of, - 888
Veder, Volkert, on Committee to cooperate with

General Scbnyler,"
" " "

"260, 261
Venton, Captain, member of a Court-Martial, -143'2, 1515
Venzaga, Don Luis, Governour ofNew~OrleaDs. Gene-

ral Lee has received a most flatlerinIJ letler from, 833
Vergennes, Count, letter to, from Silas :Deane, - - 1117
Vermanet, Major, appointed Assistant Engineer, - 533
Vermillia, Benjamin and John, arrested on suspicion

of unfriendliness to the States, ~ - 932
Vernejou, Captain, with General Lee when taken

prisoner, recommendation of, to Congress, - 1365
Verner, Fred., payment to, hy Pennsylvania Council

of Safety, for riding express, -
~ - ~ 200

Vemum, Lieutenant Ebenezer, payment to, for losses
on Bunker Hill, - 411

Verree, Mr., member of South-Carolina Assembly, on
Committee on the memorial of St. Philips, 28

On Committee to wait on Legislative Council, - 74

Vessels, impressme'nt of, authorized by New-York
Convention, 207, 264, 358

Vestry of S1. Philips, Char]es-Town, petition of, to
South~Carolina Assembly, . 28

Report on memorial of, 34, 39
Vienna, Continental Congress resolve to send Com-

missioners to
_

- -
~ - - - 1617

Vincent, Benjami~, and others, petition of, to Massa~
chusetts General Court, ~ - 387

Vincent, Jacob, - 1190
Viper, British sloop-or~war,at Quebeck,- - 1134
Virginia, commendation of mi1itarys,stem ofl ~ 52

South-Carolina not allowed to recmit in, 76,78
Claim in constitution of, objected to by Maryland

Convention, 133, 134
Quota assigned to, for the new Army, - - 210
Returns of First and Third Regiments, - . 515
Letters from President of Continental Congress to

Assembly of,
"

670,697
List of field-officers to the six Continental Battalions

to be raised in, - 695
George Gibson sent on an expedition to New-Or~

leans by,
" "

746
Statement of' the inconveniences to which the troops

on the Eastern-Shore or, are subject, - - 807
The above slatement referred to the Board of War, 1580
Order of Council of, -

~ 808
House of Delegates, resolves o~ - - 808
Seventh Regiment, address of officers of, to Colonel

Crawford,
"

808
Two Continental ships to be built in, - 827
Light~Horse of, to join General Wa~hinIJton, - 853
Taking every prec.aution to give Lord Dunmore a

proper reception, - 914
General Howe proposes to attack, in the autumn

of 1777,
"

"

926
Instructions to the Representative::; of Accomacli:

County,
" "

1092
Orders to Ninth Regiment o~ - 1093
Magazines of provisions formed in, 1106-
Joseph Trumbull desires instructions respecting

sending to, for flour, - - - ~ _
1202

Genera.1.Washington approves of sendiog to, for
provIsIons, ~ ~ 1243

Return of necessaries wanted for ReIJiment of Horse
in service of, ~ - - -

~

-
_

~ 1270
Washington has heard nothinlJ of the LiIJht~Horse

from,
_ _ _ _ b _

~
b _ _

1311
Plan of General Stephen, for march and subsistence

of troops of, - - 1314
Information that six frigates were to be stationed

olfthe Capes of,
" " " " "

"1329
Ord.e~s of ,General Washington for laying up pro.

VISlOns 10,
_

1338
Pror.lamation by the Governour of,

-
_

1425
Ten thousand barrels of flour to be contracted for in 143R
A mag.az~ne and elaboratory to be erected in, ~ 1457
CommlSSlOns granted to fiJl vacancies jn Fourth

Fifth, and Sixth Battalions at; ~ - - ~1557
Four Companies of the Battalion on the Eastern-

Shore to march to Dover,
-

~ H 1557
Resoluti.on of Council of, read in Congress, ~ 1559
CredentIals of delegates in COllgress from, -

_
1559

Com.missions!o be delivered to Sjxth Battalion of,
_

1562
Auditors <1ppomtedtosettle Continental acc.ountsin 1562
Resolution of Congress respectjng request of, fo~

cannon, - .. 1568



1871

Virginia- Continued.
Payment on account of 3ick of Sixth Regiment of, 1569
Payment for twelve scabbards for Fifth Regiment of, 1569
Two frigates to be built in, - - 1578
EasternaShore Battalion of, to march with all expe-

dition, - 1580
A Regiment of Artillery to ~e raised in, - 1582
c.ongress to appoint officers of Artillery Battalion of, 1583
Payment for ferriage of troops of, over Susquehanna, 1593
Election of officersof _\rtillery Battalion of, - 1593,1594
Copper to be calJeeLed in, for casting brass artillery, 1596
One hundred doBars advanced to Deputy Paymaster-

G€neral in, - 1596
Resolution of Congress respecting rations of, - 1608
Ten -thousand barrels of flour to be contracted for in, 1611
Advance for use of Militia of, - 1612
Resolution respecting pay of Pennsylvania Militia

extended to, - - 1611
Second and Seventh Regiments of, ordered to join

General Washington with the utmost despatch, - 1612
Empowered to ca1l into service three Regiments of

Militia at Continental expense, - - 1613
Board of War to procLJre accoutrements for Light-

Horse ordered from, - 1615
Virginia Assembly, letter to, from President of Con-

gress, - .777
Petition to, of inhabitants of Charles City County, - 1092
Resolution, of, - -1271,1287,1357

Virginia CounciJJ resoilltion o~ respecting rations, - 911 I
Virginia, Continental ship, Captain Disney appointed I

Captain of Marines on, - - 826
Visscher, Jobn, passe~ by in the new appointment, - 1076
VisscherJ Jus., ofSchenectadYJ charged with disaffec.-

tion, 289, 562
Visscher, Mat., letter from, read in New-York Com-

mittee of Safety,
- 305

Member of a Committee of Correspondence, - 305
SecretQry of Albany Committee, - - 573
Letter from, to New-York Cot1vention,

- - 605
Viva Voce, members of Maryland House of Delegates

to be elected, - - - - - ~ - 165
Volunteers, companies of, to be selected in Maryland,

for immediat.e servic.e, - 107
ResoJution of Connecticut encouraging, - 457
Formed at Sharon, Connecticut, -

~ 512
Company jn Waterbury, ConnecticutJ cornpo:sed of

aged gp-ntJemen of the first soc.iety, - - 908
Composed in general of the most idle, vicious, and

dissolute part of society, - . 933
Noble spirit o~. at Salem, Massachusetts, - 1266
Proclamation of the Governour of Virginia calling

for, - - - - - - - - - 1425
Vosburgh, Peter, charged with disaffectionJ _

289
Vase, Lieutenant-Colonel, arrival o~ at Peekskill, 1124, 1125

Arrived at Paramus yesterday, - 1219
Has marched to the neighbourhood of Chatham, . 1:t35
Regiment of, to move forward with all possible ex-

pedition, - 1243
Arrival of, at Morristown, ~ - 1260
Assurances by General Lee that the detachment of,

:shoilld not cross the Delaware, - - 1260
General Heath advises that troops of, be detained

till orders are received from Washington, _
M 1278

Advised by General McDougall to remain in New-
Jersey,

-
_

1296
Has received orders from General Washington to

remain in New-Jersey, M .
_

M . 1315
Ordered to halt at :Morristown, . 1337
The object of his remaining iu New-Jersey not likely

to he effected, - - - - - - - 1364
Vate, penalty for giving or receiving a bribe for, in

Maryland, _
172

Voters, qualificati'ons for, in MarylandJ 165, 17 J
Vraicourt, Chevalier de, Engineer, sa.ils for America, - 612

Agreement of, _
613

W.
Waddell, James, to be confined in jail, . 469
Waddell, Robert Ross, depooition relative to conduct

of, -
_

1064
Petition of, to Governour Trumbull, . 1354
Parole of, . _

1390
Permirted by Connecticut Council of ~afety to re-

turn to New-York on paroJe,
-

...
- . 1421

Wade, Captain, and two others, Colone] Putnam to
nominate a Major out o~

- 4 4 1084
Wade, Thomas, Jetter from, to South-Carolina N;wj'-

Board,- - - - - - - _1533

INDEX. 1872

Wadsworth, Brigadier-General James, Return of Bri-
gadeof, - - - - - - 499,709,831

Brigade of, to be ready to move, - - 639
Return of killed and wounded in Brigade of, - - 725
Letter from, to General HeathJ - 1124
Brigade of, to go home in a few days, - - 1235
Money sent for paying Brigade of, - 1260
Brigade of, went home yesterday, - - 1430
Brigade of, soliciting to be paid off at PeekskiIr, ~ 1431

Wafers, for use of Congress, payment forJ - 1567
Wagoners, in1istmel1tof, independent of the Army,

recommended, - 1476
Wagonmaster-Genera],directed to take charge of the

horses belonging to the continent, M - 1559
Wagonmasters, resolve respecfing~ in MassachusettsJ 439
Wagons, necessity of keeping a great number always

in service, 51
Number of, to be engaged to remove military stores

from Philadelphia, - - 187
Richard Dormond employer:l to procureJ - 202
Impressment of, authorized in New-York, 201,264,566
H. Glen greatly in want of, - - 490
A sufficient number to transport flour can't be got, 523
Orders for impres~ment of, hy the enemy, - 608
Difl1culty of providing, in PennsyJvania, - 869
Enemy impressing, in New.J erseYj

- 1027
To be provided fOI'removing effects from Philadel-

phia,
- 1199, 1200

All to be discharged, that are not wamed for the re-
moval of stores, . 1362

Regulations respecting, (note,) - 1587
Pennsylvania Council of Safety requested to furnish

Wagonmaster-General with one thousand, - 1596
Further execution of the above request to be sus.

pended, - - 1601
Of the Northern Army, resolutions of Congress for

better regulating, - 1616
Waijer, Colonel, payment on account of Battalion of, 197
"Taistcoats, taken in a prize ship, . 800
Wait, Captain Benjamin,.

- 222
Recommended for CIIprain, - 940, 947
Affidavit of, relati\'e to Major Hoisington's Rangers, 946
Muster-roll of Company of, -

M
-

~
- 947

Wait, Daniel, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, - - 460
Wait, Joseph, appointed Captain in First New-Hamp-

shire Battalion, . 646
Walcott, Lieutenant-Colonel, British, wounded, - 1056
Waldeckers, thirteen, taken prisoners, - 464
Waldo, Dr. AlbigenceJ appointed chief Surgeon of the

ship Oliver CromweJl,
_

1222
Wales, Ebenezer, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, - 460
Wales, Ebenezer, and others, petition of, to Massa-

chusetts Genera1 Court, - - 387
Wales, Captain ElishaJ notified to meet in Connecti-

cut Assembly, -
_

666
Wales, Nathaniel, Jr., present at Connecticut Council

of Safety, - 665,907, 1102, 1113
To fit out the ship DJiverCromwell, - 704
To inquire into a report respecting Captain Keneoy, 704
On Committee to go to Providence, - - ~ 1389

Walker, Abraham, petition of, to Massachusetts Coun.
cil, . _

403
Walker, Adjutant, to do the duty or J\1:ajorof Brigade, 530
Walker, Captain Benjamin, letter from, read in New- ,

York CommiUee of Arrangement, - 959
'Vants a First Lieutenanl, - - - 1191
Letter froID, to tViliiam Duer, 1248

Walker, Colone], letter tOJ from Willie Jones, - - 648
"TaJl{er, Daniel, letter from, read in New-York Con-

vention, - ~ 233
Walker, Elnathan, inspector offire~arm5, Connecticut, 454
Walker, Isaiah, petition of, to Massachusetts Council, 403
Walker, Captain-Lieutenant John, prisoner, 627
Walker, Mr., bearer of a letter from M. Lotbiniere

1412,1414
Walker, Richard, and others, petition of, to Massachu-

setts General Court, . _
"377

Wa1ker, Robert, appointed Captain, Connecticut, - 458
Walker, Timothy, Jr., elected a member oflheNew-

Hampshire Council,
- -

_
1211

Wallace, Alexandtr, petition of, to New-York Conven-
tion, _

1099
At Fishkills, _

1265
Parole of, ~ 1320
Permitted to go to New-York, _

1351
Oath administered to, - 1380
Letter from, to Gouverneur Morris, _

1464
Arrival of, at New-York, 1514
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Wallace, Benjamin, an aecount of, ordered to he paid, 1562
Wallace, Captain, British Navy. in the expedition to

Rhoue-Islaroj- - - - - - - 1176
Wallace, 15t" in 1:]:le8tof necessities for the sick of the

MaJ')'landtroops, . - - - - - 509
~ValJace, Hugh, permitted by Connecticut Council of

Safety to return home on parole, - 1321
Parole of, - - - -

_
- 1391

WalJace, Lieutenant James, Maryland Militia, rc-
sigHed, - . . - 774

Waiiace, Jonathan, Samuel, and Jacob, gone to JOin
the .Ministerial Armv, account of effects left by, - 1100

WalJingsford, Lieutrnant, discharged from the service
bya Court-Martial,- - . - - - 535

Wallkill, Ulster County, New-York, cerfificate of the
Committee of, of powder manufactured, - - 258

Report in CommiUee of Safety, on certificate ~f, : 4
26

1
5
6Walls, John, First Lieutenant,

Wallworth,Bcujamin,has not receivedhis commission, 1451
Walnuts, a few "barrels of, would be a curiosity in

FraJJce . - 1052
Walter, Cap'tain, Hessian, killed, - - - - 1057
Walton, George, deJegatein Congress from Georgia, 671

Letter from, to President of Congress, - - 1148
On Committee to transact Continental business at

Philauelphia, - - -. - 1369, 1608
Admitted to a seat in Congress, - 1605
Credentials nf, - - 1607

Walton, Gerard, deposition relative to conduct o~ . 1064
Permitted by Connecticut Council ofSaf~ty to return

home on paroJe, . 1321
Parole of, - - 1391

Wanton, Joseph, said to be appointed Governour of
Rhoue-IslaudbytheBritisb, - - . - 1253

Wapping Kill, New-York, wood to be purchased at,
for the Army, - - - - - - - 208

Ward, Andrew, Jr" appointed Colonel, Connecticut, 458
Ward, I\Tajor-General Artemas-

Letters from, to James Warren, - 507, 626
Letter to, from President of Congress, - - 597
Letters to, from General Gates, - 624, 816
On Committee on report of Commissioners from

Massachusetts to the Army, - 714
Member of Massachusetts Council, - 733
Letter from, to New-Hampshire Committp.eof Safe-ty,- - - . - - - - - 773
Letters from, to President of Congress, - 815, 1392
Letter from, ta Meshecll Weare, - - 816
Letter from, to General SehuyJer, ~ 1497
Resolution of Congress respecting pa)' of, - 1563
Letter [rom, read in COllgress, - 1601

Ward, Colonel, Return of Regiment of, 499,709,831, 1401
Regiment of, stationed near Robinson's Bridge, - 751
Sick in Regiment of, recommended for discharge, - 939
Regiment of, to be ready to march to-morrow,

- 1140
Ward, Colonel) Return of Regiment of, - - 501
Ward, Colonel J., President ofa CourtMMartial,

- 934,
1084, 1097

Ward, Henry, Secretary to Rhode-Island A~sembly,
leH~r from, to N~w-Hampshire House of Repre-
sentatives, - 864

Member oftbe Council of "Var of Rhode-Island) - 12-08
Ward, Joshua, member of South-Carolina Assembly~ 1

On Commiuee-
For saJe of tea,
For organizing Navy Board,
To receive appJicatil)l1s for command of brig

Comet,
To revise Usbof Magistrates,
On establishing a reprisal fund,
Oil President's Message, -
To wait on LegisJative Council,

"Vard, Richard, Commissary, .Massachuseus, certain
stores to be delivered to, - - 835

'Vard, Stephen, appointed to purchase clothing for
the Army, - . - . - . - 233

Appointed aCommissaryto purchase caltle in West-
che!:iterCounty, - 245

Letter from, I'ead in New-York Committee of Safety, 270
Authorized to purchase all the hides he can, - 304
Six hunJred pounds advanced to, - 371

rVardweIl, William, Midshipman on sloop Providence, 738
\Vare, Lieutenant-Colonel, Maryland, On lea\'e of ab-

~nce. - 1~1
Warehou.';es, publi~k, in Maryland) - 102,110

Of Robert Brown, taken by the pubJick, ~ 115
lVarfield, Charles, l\1aryland, recommended for Quar~

term aster, - 1307
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Warring, Benjamin, member of South-Carolina As-
sembly,

- 2
On Committee to revise Militia law, 18
On Committee to wait on Legislative Council, 58/ 59

Waring-, John, member of South-Carolina Assembly, ]
On Committee ou President's Message, 27,54

Waring, Thomas, member of South-Caroljna Assem-
bly, on Committee on state of the Treasury, 41

On Committee to wait on t.hePresident, 55
On Committee to wait on Legislative Council, 43, 59, 62
On Com~ittee to examine engrossed ordinances, _

55
Warne, William, certificate in favour o~ referred to

the Committee on Conspiracies, _
242

"Varner, Captain, member ofa Court-Martial, - 488,496
And two other~, Colouel Putnam to nominate a

Major out of,
-

_
1084

Warner, Co!onel, i;aidto have been advisedto have the
New-Hamps-hire grants set off in a new.State, w 503

General Schuyler decJines giving recruiting warrant
~- - W7

Detaeheu by General Lee to Rhode-Island,
_ _

1122
General Schuyler has very little expectation of hili

being able to raise a Reaiment, _

1160
Recruiting in New-York, ~

- -
_

1264-
Has got recruiting money, ~ ~ 1301
Abner Seelye appointed a Captain in Regiment of, 1367

-Warner, Captain Elisha, sloop Fly, insfructions (Jf
Marine Committee to,

-
~

-
~

_ _
461

Letter to, from Marine Committee, 637,904-
Ordered down the bay to watch the enemy's ship.s, 1332

Warner~ BrigadierMGeneral Jonathanl at Danbury, _

1430
AllusIOn by General Heath to a letter from,

-
_

1465
Letter from, to General Heath, _

1469
Warrants, general, for search or seizure, not to be

granted in Maryland, ,
_

145
Warrants, drawn on the Paymaster-General by Gene-

ral Lee, - - - - -
_ _ _

742
Can be drawn only by one person in the same

Army, - - - - -
_ _ _

779
Warren! Massachusetts privateer, John Cou]son ap-

pOinted commander o~ - -
_ . _

404Warren,~~ssachusetts privateer, powder delivered to, 401
CommissIOned, Captain Thorndil<e,

-
~

_
419

Warren, Doctor, recommended by General Greene as
a sub~director,

- - -
_ _ _

1246
W3rren, James, Speaker of Massachusetts House of

Representatives,
~

PresiJent of Massachusetts Board of War,
Letters from, to-

Council of Massachusetts,
Samuel A. Otis,
Massachusetts Board of War, _

Letter3 to, from-
Timothy Danielson,

-
_

496
General Ward, 507, 626
Daniel Hopkins, _ 508Joseph Greenleaf, - . 850, ]522
John Adams, -

_
900

Brigadier Harnden, -
_

1116
Warren, Thomas, Judge of Ejection, _

127
l-Varring,.Henry, appointed Second Lieutenant, Con-

nectJCut, -
_

459Washburn, Ahisha, letter from, to Hugh Orr, _ _
800

Washburn, Joel, witness on trial of Co]one] Graham 489
17 Washburn, Samuel, New-York ~

-
_ '_ 31521 'Vashburn, Captain Seth, on dommjtte~ from Massa-

chusetts, to go to camp at New. York for forming
21 nelV Army, - - . -

_ _
399 49426 Washburne,Deacon, w _

' 42529 Washington, John Auaustine, leUer to, from General
29 'Washington,

*

co _
~

_ _ _
765, 1275

22 Washington, Captain, Third Virginia Regiment, Re-
turn of Company of, _ 515

Wounded at Trenton, - - - 1440 1442 1446
Washington, frigate-see Navy, Continental. I ,

Washington, General George, Commander-in~Chjef.-
Maryland Commissioners to consult, in the appoint-

ment of officers, _
12 ICommittee of Congress to devise measures for rein-

forcing,
-

_
195Has .ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Livingston to the

Highlands, - - - - -
_

202German Battalion ordered to join, _

208Report relatire to defence of Huds~n's River sent to,
24-5Empowered by New-York Committee of Safety to

remove or destroy cattle, - w. 246
Resolutions of New- York Committee of Safety sent

tu, - 246,264,270,345

391

- 1065

. 1132

- 1177

-1252,1267

118
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WashingtonJ General George-Coniinued.
Report ofNew~York Committee of Arrangement to

be sent to, . 815
At Trenton, 363, 366
Committee from Massachusetts (0 adV"isewith, re-

specting the new Army, - - - 399
Despatches from, lost by the express, - 464
Concern of, on account of tbe approaching dissolu-

tion of the Army, - 484
Conversation of, with G€neral Heath on the field,

(note,) - 485
Additional pay by Massachusetts to soldiers disap-

proved by, 494, 496
At a Council of War, - - 543
Reflections of Coronel Reed on indecision of: - 793
Commiuee for reillforcing~ resolutions of, - 828
Despatches to) from General Lee, taken by the en-

. emy, 895, 896
Account of interview ofColonef Patterson wjth, read

in Parliament, - - 1000
UnslJccess of, attributed by Colonel Wayne to a want

of Southern troops, -
~ 1032

Complimentarynotice of, by General Armstrong, ~ 1151
M. de GaiauIt intends offering his senices to, - 1162
Reflections of General Lee on, - 1201
(See Grayson, Colonel William.)
1ntercepted Jetters of, sent to England, - 1269
Captain James Perry recommended to, - - 1277
Letters of, intercepted, . 1326) 1332
General Greene urges that the powers of, be enlarged, 1341
Virginia Assembly recommend that the powers of,

be enlarged,
Said to have fled to Lancaster with about two thou-

sand poor wretches) who can get no subsjstence
but by folIowing him, - 1377

General Return of the Army under, 1401
Circular of President of Congress, enclosingresolves

ve:stinglarge powers in, . ~ 1478
Benjamin Rush advises that he be inve!:;ted with dic~

tatorirtl power for a few months, - 1488
Horse wounded under, at Trenton, - 1507
Resolutions of Congress to be sent to, - - 1559
Letters from, referred to the Board of War, -1573) 1605
Measures taken by Congress respecting loss of a

'

packet from, - - 1577
Blank commi~sions sent to, - - 1579
Committee to devise measures for effectually rein-

forcing) - - 1580
Twenty thousand doJIarsin hard money to be sent

to) for secret services., - 1584
Payment by Congress for medal for, - 1593
Congress desire him to publish a resolution in gene-

ral orders, - 1605
Congress appro.\'e conduct of, in not puhlishing the

above resolutIOn, ~ 1608
Empowered to dired all things relatire to the de-

partment and to the operations of war till further
orders, - 1606

Direction to, respecting payment of fhe Militia, ~ 1609
Sundry resolutions of Congress tor direction of, - 1612
Large powers vested in, for six months) - 1613
Circular to be prepared explaining why Congress

enlarged the powers of, ~
- -

~ ~ 1613
Recjuisition of General Schuyler for powder referred

~ - -Wlli
Board of War to inform, of the quantity of powder

on band, - - - - - - -
_

1618
(See Harrison, Robert H.)
tetter:3 froID, to-

General Arnold,
- 1217

Colonel Atlee, - 791, 838
Major Bland, - - 1489
BOilrd of War, - 602, 699, 920,1070
Colonels of Buck's County, Penney]vania, - - 1295
Colonel Cadwalader, - - - - - 1185
Ezekiel Cheever, . 633
President of Cangn~s8, 541, 620, 638,674,706,

764,821,871,919,1026, 1028, 1034, 1053,
1081, 1095,1119, 1137, 1152, 1165, 1182,
1201, 1231, 1242, 1310, 1368, 1443, 1473

Officerscommanding Connecticut Militia,~
- 1403

Governour Cooke, - - 1339
General De Fermoy, ~ 1217
General Dickinson, -

_
1184-

General Ewing,
_

1184
Culonel Forman,

- 830
General Gates,

- 1216
Lewis Gordon,

_
1362

INDEX. 1876

1357

Washington, General George, Letters from, to-ConUnued.
GeneralGreene, - - - - - 557,602
Colonel Griffin, - 1401
General Healb, - 656, 678, 708 1185,

1218, 1243, 1274, 136:),1445, 1462
General Howe, 1028, 1054, llS7, 1257, 1474
Colonel Knox,

_
- 682

General Lee, - 630, 656, 678, 708, 789, 812, 829,
830, 871, 904, 1027, 1054,1158, 1166, 1216, 1474

General Lincoln, - 1275
Gm'ernaur Livingston, 556, 790j 822, 920) 1027
Colonel Magaw, - 1257
MassaobusettsAssembly,. - 546, 1340
Massachusetts Conncil, . -1273, 1362
Officerscommanding Massachusetts J.\ililitia, ~ 1403
General MaxweJl) 1120, 1337, 1461
General McDougall, 1337) 1461, 1488
General Mercer, - 1217
General Mifflin, ~ 633
Colonel Mites, - 838
Robert Morris, 1419, 1443, 1473, 1488, 1514
Caloneh; of Northampton County, Pennsylvania, 1363
New.Hampshire Convention, - - 1341, 1362
New~York Convention, - ~ 311,1245
Cuptain Ottendorf, - - 1034
Colonel Palfrey, - 750
Passamaquodia Chiefs, ~ 1403
Pennsylvania Commissioners of Arrangement, - 546
Pennsylvania Council of Safet], -1152,

1232, 1245, 1258, 1294, 1361
General Putnam, - 1420
Colonel Reed, - - 921, 1376
St. John's Indians, - . 1403
Doctor 8hippen, - 493, 1186
General Spencer) -1218, ]364
General8tepben, 1217
Lord Stirling, - - 1217
General SulJivan, ~ 1232
General Thompson, -

~ 1166
GovernourTrumbull, 632, 741, 1186,1215, 1246, 1338
Joseph Trumbull, - 633, 1242
Jobo Augustine Wasbiogton, - - 765, 1275
Carpenler Wharton, - - 1315, 1338

LeIters tOJ from-
General Arnold, - 550
Colonel Atlee, - 619
Board of War, - 597,670, 746, 762, 820
John Bradford, - 625
Colonel Cadwalader, 1229, 1429, 1447, 1460, 1513
Landon Carter, - 482
Major Clarke, - - 1070
Committee of Congress at Phila.delphia, -14581 1510
President of Congress, - 514, 614,669,

705, 787, 825, 852, 1026, 1069, 1399, 1438
Govcrnonr Cooke, - - 552, 1315
Ricbard Dallam, - 1399
Timothy Danielsoo,- - 1030
Colonel De Hart, - 1449
General Dickinson, ~ - 1343
Genera] Gates,- -526, 1190, 1258
William Gordon, - 1265
General Greene, - 523,

556, 618, 629, 638, 699, 751, 1107
General Heatb, - 75],858, 1040,

1096, 1124, 1153, 1169, 1284, 1344, 1430, 1464
GeneralHowe,. 6i6, 677
Hugh Hughes, - 1475
General Lee, - - 653,

767,831,856,932, 1072, 1122, 1167
Governour Livingston, 617, 869
General McDougall, - 1296, 1364, 1489
Massachusetts Council,

'"
865, 1115

General Maxwell, - 1474
Capta,ins of Colonel MaxweJ1's Regiment, - - 1316
General Miffiin, 852, 1460
Colonel Miles, - 629
Robert Morris, - 1380, 1373, 1428, 1485
New-York Convention and Commiuee of Safety, 238,

318, 330, 346, 869, 1171, 1263,1406
lIIiles Oakley, - - 620
William Palfrey, - 742
PennsylvaniaCouncil of Safety) R 1135,

1181, 1199, 1214, 1229, 1254, 1272, ]310
Colone! Putnam, ~ 768
General Putnam) ~ 1180
Colonel Reed, - -1181,1360
CotonelSargeant, ... 1038
General Scbuyler, 498, 604, 641



1877
Wa8hingt0n, Genera] George, Letters to, from-Contt'nued.

GeneralScott- - - - - - - 929
DoctorShipp~n, - 1119
Major Stewart, (British,) . 677
Lord Stirling, - - 634, 1188
General SulJivan, . 1232
Charles Thomson, - -1164, 1179
Governour TrumbuJl, .. 666, 937,

1103, 1111, 1193, 1389, 1469
Joseph Trumbnll, - 857, 1032, 1203
Thomas Warton, - 820
Gener<ll Williamson, - 1120

Washington, Massachusetts privateer, Joseph Rowe)
commander, commissioned, - 380

Washington, Samuel, letter from, read in Congress, - 1611
W:lshington County, Maryland, erection of, out of

Frederick County, - - 103
Qualification of voters for fixing place for a Court-

House and Pri150n in, ~ 109
Petition from, relative to election for fixing a place

for Court-Honse, 127
When court to be first held in, - 162
Judges of E!ection for, to introduce the new Go-

vernment, -
~ 173

Expresses sent to Committee of, - - 1289
Disorders amono- Militia commissions in, - ]396

Wasp-see Navy,OContinental.
Wasteneys, Mr., clerk to Steven Steward, - ~
Watch companies, petition forestabHshing, in Charl~s-

Town, South-Carolina, 46
Established, in Charles-Town, ~ 60, 62, 66, 72, 73, '75
Captains o~ in Cbarles.Towl], . 76

Waterbury, Connecticut, volunteer company in, com.
posed of aged gentlemen of the first society, . 908

Waterbury, Gideon, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, 460
Waterman, Asa, Jun., Connec.ticut, - 1221
Waterman, Captain, Major Roger:->'sRegiment of Con-

necticut lVIiJitia, Return of Comppny of, - - 475
Waters, AzelJ Quartermaster, resignation o~ - . 1395
Waters, Captain Daniel, prize taken by, - - 685
Waters, Josiah, letter from, to James Bowdoin, - 907
Waters, Lieutenant, (Maryland,) wounded at'Vhite.

Plains,- - - - - - - 487,889
.Waters, Lieutenant Samuel, Colonel GrahamJs Regi-

ment, - 2]9
Waters, William, elected Captain iiI a battalion of Artil-

lery to be raised in Virginia,
- -

~ p
1594

Watertown, in Massachusetts, Commissary-General's
store in, -

...
Water-works, at New-York, destroyed by the .British

Army, - 1509
Watkey, Mr., ad\'ance to, for manuf3.c.tl1ring arms, p

305
Watkins, Edtvard, commander of ship John, - - 1282
Watkins, Captain John, resigned his commission, ~ 114
Watkins, Thomas, and others, petition of, to Mary-

landConvention, - - - - -
_

92
Judge ofE(ection in Anne Arundel County~ 95,173
To be commissioned Captain of a Company of

Matrosses, _ ]3]

Bill for clothing for Company of, - - 1214
Cer'tificate of Samuel Chase to account of clothif]O'

forCompanyof, - - - - - ~ 1395
\Vatkins, William, disaffected, petition o~ to' New-

York Committee of Safety, - - - - 269
"'''atrous, John, appointed an examiner of SurgeoJ}~,

ConnecticutJ .
_

455
Watson, Abraham, on Committee from .Massachuserts

to go to camp at Ticonderoga for forming ne~
Army, -. - - - - - - 399,495

,,;ratson, brig, taken by the Cabot,
-

_
637

Watson, Jacob, New-York citYJ letter brought from)
by a flag, - - - - - -

_
368

Letter from, to Daoie] Birdsall,
_

1156
Letter from, to Daniel TarbossJ _

1157
Report of a Committee on the application of, - 1205

Watson, JohnJ letter to, from Massachusetts Board of
War, _

1423
Letter from, to Massachusetts Board or War, - 1453

Watson, "\Villiam, appointed to build the necessary
barracks on the Gurnet, - - . -

_
1116

Watt, Colonel, Return of Regiment of, ~ 663J 1035J1401
Watta, James, passenger on the ship John, exchange

of, proposed,
-

_
1208

'Vatts, Mrs:, leave granted to, by General Washington,
to go mto New-York,

- - - -
_

699
Waugh, Alexander, appointed Ensign, Conneeticut, _

460
\Vay, Dr. Nicholas, payment to, -.

-
_

1571
Five thousand dollars advanced to, - 1605

INDEX. 1878

Wayne, Colonel Anthony, officer for the day at Ticon-
deroga, - 533, 877

Casks to be delivered to order of, . ~ 530
State of Regiment of, - - 743
Letters from, lo General Gates, - 785, 1031
Letter froID, to CoJonel Hurd, - 845
Regiment of, engaged until the last of December, - 875
In command at Ticonderoga, - 875
Commander of Fourth Pennsylvania Battalion, - 877
To take command of the garrisons of Ticonderoga

and Mount Independence, - 878
Letter from, to Pennsylvania Council of Safet}', -

]~59
Return of the garrison under command of, . ~ 1589
LeUer from, read in Congress, - 1611

Wa~ne, John! recommended to MarJland Council of
Safety for Lieutenant, . 1370

Weapons, not to be worn in MAryland Convention, - 87
Weare, Meshech, Chairman of New~Hamp8hire Com-

mittee of Safety, - 773
President of the Council of New-Hampshire, 1104, 1179
Letters from,

to":"'"ColoneJ Jacob Bayley,
James Bowdoin,
New-Hampshire delegates in Congress,
Governour Cooke, -
President of Congress,

Letters to, from-
ColonetBtanchard,- - 624
ColonelThornton, - - 652,1418
Colonel Hnrd, - - 686
John Avery, - 772
William Bradford, - - 794
General Ward, - 816
Colonel Whipple, - - 889
John Langdon, - 1045
General Schuyler, - -1063, 1499
James Bowdoin, -1104, 1105,1177

\Veaver, Adam, Tory! committed to prison in Exeter,
New-Hampshire, ~ 687

Weaver, Ensign, bearer of a letter from Colonel
Swartwout to New-York Convention. - 1433

Weaver, William, chief mate On s]oop Providence, - 738
caver's Bay, on west side of Rhode~Island, - 1145J 1176

Webb,Co(onel Charles, complaint of men of Regiment
of, (note,) - 333

Return of Regiment of, 499,709,831,1401
Member of a Court-Martial, - - 654
Killed aIJd missing in Regiment of, - 725

417 Officersjil Regiment of, ~ - . - - 1037
Webb, John, member ofSouth~Carolina Assemb]y, 1

On Committee to examine Treasury accounts, 20
Webb, Joseph, Jr., appointed Fjrst Lieutenant, Con-

necticut, ~ 458
Webb, Captain Seth, - 434
'VebbJ 'ViJliam,Judge of Election, Harford County,

Maryland, . 173
Webster, Major, member of New-York Conventjon,

from Charlotte County, - 201
On Committee to examine certain muster-roBs, - 248
Member of Committee of Safety, . . 250
On Committee on pay-roll of Captain Scribner, - 354
On Committee on pay-roll of Captain Townsend, - 361

\Vedderburne, Mr., Solicitor-General, speech of, in
House of Commons on revisa] of acts of Parlia-
ment, 1010

The subtle, - - 1368
Wederstrandt, Conrad Theodore, petition o~ to Mary-

land Convention, to aid in canying on a linen
manufactory, ~

Action by, against Edward Meadows, commander
of the Tartar man-of-war, ~

Weed, Thaddeus, appojnted Second Lieutenant, Con-
necticut,- - 459

Weeden, Colone] George, Return of Regiment of, - 499,'
515, 1401

Weeks, Dr., disaffected, to be removed to Exeter and
closely confine~ in jai], - 470

Weeks, James, complaint of, against Philip Dalley, - 27]
Weeks, Captain James, guns taken from disaffected

p~rsons delivered to, - 259
Letter to, from New-York Committee of Safety, - 1061
Receipt of, for eighty pOl1nds, to transport dry-goods

from Boston to Fishkill, - - - . - 1086
Weels, Captain Samuel, taken prisoner, ~ - 727
Weems, John, Judge of Election, Anne Arundel

County, Maryland. .
Weems, Colonel John, Richard Chew Captain of a

Company in Battalion o~ ~

- 943

- 1163

- 1223, 1453

- 1305
- 1453

97
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Weisenfe!ls, Lieu(enantRCo]one] Frederick, memb~r
or a Court~MtlrlialJ -

488, 496
Captain Copp refers to, for a recommendati.on, - 814
Offic.er~rec.ommendedby, ~ - ~ - - 952
Letter from, read in Ne~v-Yark Committee of Ar-

rangement, - 957
Letter from, to Robert Yates, - 104]
Letter from, to Robert H~1fpur, - 1041

Weiss, George, pRyment to, for riding express, - 193
Welch, George, to sign Continental biBs of credit, - 1613
Welch, Lieutenant-Colonel, in cQmmand ofa detach-

ment of New-Hampshire Militia statiuned at
FishkiJls, - 319

Hospital prm'ided for sick 0(,
- 322

Thauks of New-York Conspiracy Committee to,
1075, 1076

Weld, Elias, appointed First Lieutenant, Connecticuf, 458
Wells, Chester, appointed Captain, Connecticut, - 458
Wells, George, letter from, to Maryland Council of

Safety, - - 514, 1437
\VeBs, Lieu1enant Israel) has not received his comrnis~

~lOn)
"",~ells, James, requested to purchase wood for thl}

Army, - - - - - - - - 208
Wells, C<'Iptain James, recommended for Colonel, - 1307
We]]s, John, petition of, to Maryland Com'ention, to

aid him ill carrying 00 a linen manufactory,
Report of Committee against the petition of, - -
Advanee to, to encourage the maJ1ufactUl'e of linen,

\Vel1s, J0I111,one of the Commissioners for adjusting
the accounts in lhe N ortbern Department, - 353

Wells, John, appointed CflptailJ, Conneetieut, - - 458
Wel1s, Joseph) Judge of Election, Frederick County,

MacyJand, - 173
Recommended for Second Major, - 1307

Wells, Major Levi, taken prisoner on Long-hland, - 719
In Connecticut, on parole, to collect money for pri-

souers in New-York, - 909
Representation by, of the state of the prisoners in

New-York City, - 1193
Fi\'e hundred pounds paid to, foruse of the Connec-

ticut troops in capti,'ity in New-York, - - 1207
Wells, Solomon, appointed Lieutenant-Colonel, Con- ,.necticut,- - 45
Welsh, J., Iried antI convicted by a Court~Martial, - 528
Weltner, Lodwick, Major of German Battalion, Mary-

land, 89
Advance to, on account of German BatlaIion, - 131

'Vend, Ensign, Hessian, wounded, - - 1057
Wendell) Cornelius, Assistant Deputy Quartermaster-

General,- - 475
Wentworth, Colonel Joshua, orders to, ~ - 111.6
Werden, Peter, petition of, - 440
Wereat, John) Continental agent a1 Savannah, Jetter

to, from Marine Committee, ~ 671
Werneck, En::;ign, Hcssilw, wounded, - 1057
Wessan, Lieutenant-CoJonelJames, Return ofkilJed,

prisoners) and missing, in Regiment of, - 727
Wessen, Co]onel James, appointment of, by Com-

mittee frorn Massachusetts, - 7J3
Wesson, Captain, membpr of a Court-Martial, - - 654
Wesson, Ephraim, New-Hampshire) - . - 1227
West, Captain, Third Virginia Regiment, Return of

Company of, - - 515
West, Cflptain, privateer Joseph, prizes taken by, - 939
West, Ebenezer, appointed Second Lieutenant, Con-

necticut, - - 459
West, Ensign, on command in the Ranging service, - 506
\Vest, General, on Rhode-Island, when the enemy

landed, - - 1131, 1315
About Jourteen hundred men under, - 1367

West, Stephen, letter from, to Maryland Council of
Safety, - 539

Westbey, Serg-eant, MarylamJ, killed, - 487
WestchesLer County~ New-York, account of ball and

flints delivered 10, - - 213
Increase of subsistence allowed to Companies of

Guards in, - 214
Pork stored in, (lJot€,) - 220
Militia of, to aS5i~t in repairing ~ post-road, - . 227
Examination of suspected persons in, -

~ 230
Committee to purchase cJothing in, for the troops, 233
Commit'ee fur salting pork in, - - - ~ 237
No reliance can be placed on Militia of, - 238
Captain Underhill, a disaffeeted pf'rson in, - - 242
RCjo]utioTls relative to purchasing all the 5tor,k and

.QTJiuIll) - - 245
Re'Solulion for preservation of records of, 247, 275

INDEX. 1880

- 1450

Westchester County, New-Y orl~- Cont-inuerl.
One .hundred poundsadvancedfor purchasing cloth-

ing in, - 255
Major Lockwood to inquire into the state of the

prisoners of war confi ned in, ~ - 257
Committee to procure flour in, for the Army, - 264
Impressment of horaes, wngons, &.c., authorizl':d in, 264
Leiter from Chairman of Committee of, refern:d to

Committee on Conspiracies, - 265
Report on removal of prisoners of war from, - - 273
Examination of the prineij}al of the disaffected in,

sent to Committee of Safety, - 275
Members from, requested to attend in Committee

of Safety without delay, - - 304
Accounts presented to Committee of Safely by, - 342
Rf'port made and recommitted reJative to cattJe,

&c.,in, . - 343
Resolutionsof Committee of Safety relati\'e to stock

driven from, - 345
Petition of, read in Convention, - - 371
Report on petition of, ~ - 371
The enemy ravaging)without restrnint or remorsp, 372
Resolutions relative to the expedition in, recom-

mitted, -
~ 374

All the prisoners in the jail in, to be sent to Exeter,
New-Hampshire, - 469

Part of Militia of, reviewed by Governour Tryon, - 893
..etter from Committee of, to General Wooster, - 1251

Resolutions of CotH'ention for a secret expedition
into, . 1301

Militia of, to march to North-Castle, - 1348
Petition of in.habitants of, to Convention, - 1379
General Heath will pay attention to) the moment

he is able, - 1430
\Vestenhausen, Henry, permitted to visit home on pa-

role, - 703
\i\Testern Shore, Maryland, five persons elected from,

on lhe Council of Safety, - - 164
A Treasurer to be ~ppointed for, . - 166
Nine Senators to be elected from, ~ 167
To be one Register of the Land Office for) - - 171
General Court to sit on,

,
- 172

E~'eryJaw of the State to be recorded in the GeJl~
eral Court Office o~ -

~ 173
Bills of credit to be deJivered to Treasurer of, - 176
Salary of Treasurer of, - - 176
Bond to be given by Treasurer of, 177
Thomas Harwood, Trensurer of, - - 181

West-Indies, thirty thousand busheJsofsalt to be';stored
in, by Maryland,

Warlike stores from, for Maryland, to be paid for in
paper money, - - 133

Mr. OJlive permitted (0 sail with cargo of lumber to, 378
InteUigence brought by Captain CJilrke from, - 512
Estimated loss of pJanters and merchants .of, by

captures, - 1029
British, in a starving condition, - - 1387
Proposals authorized by Congress ta be made to

Frnnce respecting, - - 1617
Westmorehwd, the two companies raised in, ordered

to j~i.n General Washington with aJi possible ex..
pedltlOn, - . 1605

Westmoreland, ship, taken by the Cabot, - - 637
Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, proportion .of

salt allowed to, - - . . - - 195
"\iVest.on, Captain WjUiam, Company .of, stationed at the

Garnet, ~
- 415

Wetmore, Prosper, Sheriff, Connecticut) - . 1161
We\'er, Thomas, prize-master, ~ 422
\Veymouth, Lord Viscount) speech of, in the House

, of Lords on the Address to the King,
-

~ 973
Whale-boat3, resolve for transporting] to New port, - 436
'Wharf, of Willing & Marris) Philadelphia, 188

Of David Thomson, Philadelphia, - - 190
'Vharton, Carpenter, appointed t.o purchase beef and

pork, - - - - - - - - 661
To act as Depnty for Joseph TrumhnlJ, - . 1203, 1204
General ~ashingt.on makes 110objection [0 appoint-

ment ot,. - - - - -, . - 1243
Orders of General Washin~ton 10, - 13,15,1338
Letter from to :presidentof Congre::ss,- 1511
Pen~sylvJ.nia Council ofSafe~y requested ta supply,

with salt, - - ~ - - - - 1570
Five thousand dollors :'J.dvanced to, 1602

"\Vharton, John, payment 10, for expenses of conduct-
ing lVhjorFrench to New-England, .

- - 194
Appointed one of the persons to execute the busi- .

ness .of the Navy, - 1569

97
98
98
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1881 INDEX, 1882

Wharton, Thomas,Jun., President of the Pennsylnnia

I

White, EJislH!, members of Connecticul Assembly nO-
COllnci! of Safety, _

-
.. ~ ~ 181,672 tifiE'd by,,, ..

-
.. .. .. .. .. 666

On Committee to fl

.

x a spot for a mi1itary magazine, 184 "'hite, Captain Georg.e, muster-ro1I of, exhjbited to
On Committee to re\'ise the pay of the fleet, - .. 192 New-York Committee of Safety, .. .. .. 354
Arbitrator in the case of the sJoops Dragon and Payment of Company of) - .. .. - .. 361

MoUv
_ .. .. .. - .. .. .. 748 Ordered to offer himself as a contmctor for pmchas-

Letter tr'om, to General Washinaton,.. .. .. 820 iug caUle, .. .. .. - .. .. .. 573
Lettcr from to Richard Peters,

1:>_ ..
-

.. 1094 White, Gideon, committed to jail, - .. - .. 383

Letter from: to Maryland Council of Safety, .. .. 1165 While Inhabhallts, quotas for Continenta] Army ouglJt
Wheat, exportation of, by Maryland Convention, ~ 116 to be in proportion to, - 120

Heury Schenck authorized to purchase, for tbe use White, John, Hf Dorchester County, Joseph Wheland
of the Army, ~ .. ~ -

.. . 269, 277 to ma\w restitution to, .. 110

B30"StO be purehased for transportinO', to the mills, 270 White, John, Judcre of Election, Caroline County,
Ag~wt appointed to purchase, for th: Army, .. - 297 . Maryland, " - 174
Resolution of NAw-York Committee of Safety for WhIte) John, merch;:mt at Bordeaux, letter to, from

purchase of, .. 566 Massachusetti; Board of War, - - 1066
Embar~o laid on, in Connecticut, . - . 592 White, Joseph, commander o~privateer Revenge, .. 395
Silas Deane urges the shirmcnt of, to Europe, .. 901 O.ne of.the owners o~the prJ~a!eer Re.~'enge,.- . - 410
Large qU<1ntitiesof, at different creeks on Chesa.. WhIte, LH~l.Itenant,Thud VlTglOlaRegiment, In VIT~

peake Bay, for Philadelphia, -
~ .. ~ 915 ginia recruiting-, .. ~ ~

-
.

-
5]5

Bad crop of, in Pennsylvania, ~ . -
. 1336 White, Lieutenant-Colonel, proceedings orCourt.Mar..

Wheat, Captain, :MajorRogers's Regiment of Connec- rial on, sent to Gener?1Schuyler, a 465
tjcut Militia, Return of Company of, - .. 475 SenteJJce of Court-MartHtl on, appro\'ed, ~ 548

~~:~~~~:' ~ei~I~:~,L~~u:;~~~i~~~~~ n~~~~~~f'to~ls fo~
724

~~~~~~e~obt/~',~hoa~~~~~:r~:eain
Varick, : ~~~

makinrr intreachmen ts at Providence, .. 1130 President of a Court~l\fRrtjf)l, .. 878'
Wheeler, J~IJl1,house occupied by, bumt, - - 388 White, Lieutenant~Colonel,Aid-de-Camp to General
Wbeeler, Samuel, payment to, for work on the chevaux- Howe, statement of affairs of America by, ~. - 1423

de-Crise,. ~ -
.

- -
~ . 189 General Howe recommends plan o~ for draftmg a

Wheeler, William, Commissary, settlement of account Battalion, - 1463
of, - .. 665 IVhite, Mr., one of his Majesty's Council, arrival of,

Wheelock, Col., offieer of the day at Ticonderoga, 527,534 at New-York, ~ ~ 855
State aT Regiment of: . ~ 744 \Vhite, Nicholas, recommended for Captain, - 1457
Route of march of Regiment of, home,.. - 874 White, Rev. WiIJiam, elected Chaplain to Continental
RC(Timcnt or, to embark at Lake George, as soon as Congress, - 1609

boats can be provided, - 878 White, P., Speaker of New~HampshireAssembly, - 1224
Regiment of, to march to Providence~ Rhode- White-Plains! resolutions relative to burning Court-

Island, - - 1133 Hon," at, - 344
Wheelright &.Barnard, Messrs., appointed to examine EKtract~ of letters from, 466,4711 603

certain pork, .. - 407 SlOre~8uc.c.essfuHyremovedfrom, - 486
Wheland, Joserh, Jun., depositions against, 91 Announcement in general orders of burning of

Report ofCommiUee on conduct of,.. -.. 108 Coult-House at, - 545
Ordered to be confined in jail in Frederick County, 110 Suddenremova]of the enemy from, 556, !J59

Whetcomb, John, member urthe Massachusetts COU11- The Imming of a few houses at, a happy tbought, - 559
cil,

_
- 439, 1045 Petition of Miles Oakley for Jo~ses at, . a 620

On Committee on report of Commissioners from Missing and killed' in the at-tion at, - 717
Mass<ldwsetts to the Army, ~ 714 Example ought to be made of officers who set fire

Whipple, Captain Abraham, commander of the Pro\'i- to houses at, - '. . 784
dence, letter to, from Commodore Hopldns, a 658 British account of retreat from, - 817

Going out uirectly, .. 799 Account by Dr. Pine of baule at, -
. 836

Late of the Columbus, . - 1470 Engagement at, . .. 889
Whipple, Captain Christopher) said to be tal;:en by the General Howe's account of engagement at, - .. 923

Portland man-of-war, .. - -
..

- 1082 Return of prisoners taken at, by the British, - .. 1058
Whipple, -William~ df:legate in Congress from New- White, Sylvanus) refugee Tory, memorial of, .. 391

Harnpsbire, letters froID, to John Langdon, - 554, Petition of, ~ .. 392
705, 1369, 1397 Resolve 011pet;';on or, - 393

Letters to, from Josiah Bartlett, -
~ 850, 1045 White, Timothy, appointed Ensign, Connecticut, - 460

Letter from, to Meshecl} Weare, ~ ~ 889 White, Warren, refugee Tory, memorial of, ~ 391
Member of Marine-Commiuee, - ~ 1148 Petition of, a - 392
Letter to, fromE. Thompson, . - 1211 Resoh.e ou petitjon o~ . 393
Letter to, from Meshech Weare, - . 1223, 1453 \Vhitehead,Benjamin,permiUedbyConnecticut Coun-
On a Commi!tee on an application from General ciJ of Safety to relurn to New-York on parole, - 1421

Schuyler, - 1506 Parole of, - - - - - - - - 1355
On Committee on resolutions ofNew~York Conven- Whitely, Corporal, tried and convicted by a Court~

tion, - 1561 Martial, - - 528
On Committee respecting salt, .. 1570 \VhileJy, \Vil1iam, Lieutenant-Colonel of Battalion for
Added to Secret Commiuee, ~ 1.577 FJying.Camp raised on Eastern~Shore, Maryland, 89
AdtJed to Committee on the Northern Army, - 1610 Three hundred dollars advanced to, - 1589
On Committee to prepare plan for better conducting Whitemore, ASll, .. - 1523

executive business, - - 1611 'Whiting, Cormeclicut row..gaHey, ~ 550, 1207
Whitaker, Nathanie!, petition of, to Massachusetts 'Yhitingj Joseph, witness before a Court of Inquiry on

Council, -
~ 401 Captain Hamlen, ~ 1492

Whitcomb, Colonel, state of Regiment of, - 744 Whiting, Judson, appointed Second Lieutenant, COIl-
Regiment of, engaged oUlillhe last of December, - 875 necticut, . ~ 459

Whitcomb, Major, officer of the day at Ticonderoga, 877 Whiting, Co lone! W., information of hostile designs of
While.ombe, Captain, wip be sent, to whip the Tories Tories given by, . .. - . ~ 288,569

of Tryon County IOtO obedience the moment Letter to, from Robert Yates, 570, 588
they are refra(jtorj'~

-
~ 526 Letter from, to Robert Yates, 583

Whitby, prison-ship, Jetter from a number of prisoners Whitmor) Gurdon, the infamous, reward for the apprea
on, to Governour Trumbull, .. 1138 hensionof, . .. .. . - . .. 1452

White, AlJthony, memberofSouth.CarolinaAssembly, 18 Whitmor, John, Jr., J\hrcus Young recommended by, 749
On Committee to re\'ise Mililia law, 21 Whitmore, Samuel, and others, petition of, (0 Massa-
On Commiuee on President's Message, 22 chusetts Genera] Court! . _

403
Of) Commi~tee to wait on the President, 44 'Whitney, Benjamin, recommended for Lieutenant, . 940

White, CaptalB, member of a COllTt-M:iftial, .. 520 Affidavit of, respecting Major Hoisington's Rangers, 945
'Vhile, Cmne!i\Js, refugee Tory, memoriat of,.. - 391 Whitney, Colonel Josiabl memorial of, to the General

Petition of, .. 392 Court of Massachusetts, - .. 417
ResoJ\.eon petition of, - 393 Whittlcy, Joshua, application of, for First Lieutenancy, 1321
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Whitney! Lieutenant, Colonel W"heelock's Regiment, 1VilJiams, ColoneJ, member of New-York Convention,
cashieredbya Courl-Martial,- - - 533,534 fromCbarlotteCoonty, - 201

Whitney, Lieutenant Nathaniel, Major Hoisington's Leave of absence refused to, - 22B
Rangers, - - - - - 222 On Committee on pay of de]egates in Convention, - 371

Whittemore, Azariah, sent prisoner to Exeter, New- Williams, Colonel, Mary!and Batta1ion, reported to be
Hampshire, - 469 taken prisoner at Fort Washington, - - 809

\Vhittemore, Samue]) - 376 Reported to be killed at Fort Washington, - - 828
Appointed Commissary of Stores in behalf of Mas- Williams, Colmore, appointed Third Lieutenant, Mary-

sachusetts for lhe Soutbern Army, - 420 land, 95
Dec.line:-;serving as a Commissary, - 446 Williams, Ebenezer, letter from, to Governour Trum.

Whittlesey, Chancey, to purchase clothing for Con- bull, R 1196
necticut, R - 551 WiJliams, Elisha, member of Marylund Convention, - 83

\\"hitworth, Lieutenant John Dean, of Rogers's RanR Leave of absence from Convention, - 109
gers, delivered to Boston Committee, - 594 Motion by, in Convention, . - 142

Arrival of, ntBoston, - - 685 1Villiams, Ely, Judge of Election, Washington County,
Wickes, Captain Lambert, intends acmise in the Eng- Maryland, - 173

li8h Channel, -
. 1117 Williams, Ezekiel, Sheriff, reward offered by, for arrest

Favourable mention of, by Dr. Franklin, R 1118 of prisoners escaped from Hartford jail, - 731
Lctter from, to Committee of Secret Correspon- '\Villiams, George, On Committee to purchase stores

den~e,
_

1197 far the Continental Army, - 420
Wickes, Thomas, payment to, for apprehending Isaac Williams, Jacob, and others, petition o~ - 377, 387

Ketchum and others, . 316 Williams, John, member ofSoulh-Carolina Assembly-
Wickham, Elias, witness on trial of Colonel Graham, 488 On Committee to arrange elections,

_
. R

Whorter, John, petition of, R 419 On Committee to revise list of Magistrates, .
WiebeTt, Colonel Anthonie Felix, prisoner in New- On Committee on Mr. Pearis's petition,

Yark, commission of, - 1180 On Committee on President's Message,
Remonstrance of Genera] Washington against treat- On Committee to revise Militia I;t\\l,

ment of, - - 1187 Williams, John, (Pennsylvania,) payment to, for haul-
Wier, Captain Thomas, list of delinquents in Company ing tiinber, - 189

of, - - 1472 Williams, .Tohn, Chairman of New-York Convention,
Wiesenfels, Lieutenant-Colone} Fred'k, bounty money letter ta, from Frances Livingl5ton, - 1248

to be paid to, R . 322 Williams,John Chester,Massachusetts,on Committee
Wigglesworth, Cotonel, officer for the day at Ticonde- t.o purchase stores far Continental Army, - - 420

roga, - .. . - -
_ R .. 534 Williams, Captain John Foster, commander of privaR

State of Re,g-iment of, . R 744 teer Republick, .order to, - _. 429
Sent with a-fla« to General Carleton, . - 771 Williams, Lemuel, to deliver .one ton of suJphur to
Return of, \\Iitl~flag oftmce, 796j R74 Governour Trumbullj - - -

_ . 406
Route of march of Regiment .of,home,. - 874 Empowered to transpart whaleRboatsto Newport, - 436
Regiment of, to embark at Lake George as soon as 'Nilliams, Messrs., armed baat Delaware built by,

_
192

boats can be pravided, - 878 WiHiams, Major, (PenIlsylvania,) supply of clothing to
Member of a Court .ofInquiry, .. . - - 1042 Battalion of, - - - . . . _

201
Wiggleswortb, Johnj senior Lieutenantofthe privateer Williams, lVIajor, Return of Regiment of, - 499,663, 1401

Eagle, . 390 Williams, Major Otho, wou,oded at Fort Washingtan, 730
Wilbank, Majar John, a member of the Legislative Reported to have been kIlled at Fort WashinO'ton, 781

Council of Delaware, information of the traitorous Williams, William, delegate in Congress from Co~nec.~
conduct of, R 1357, 1359 ticut, on Committee of Clothing, - .. . 248

Wilcocks &. Co., owners of letter of marque Friend- ~~tter to, f!~m CoL Joseph Trumbull, (intercepted,) 1497
ship, <. 188 WIJlIams, Wilham, member of Connecticut Council of

Wilcoxon, Jesse, chasen First Lieutenant, Maryland, 774 Safety, - - . 799,862,899,907,1102,1113
Wildie, Captain, General McDougall's Brigade, - 361 Williamsburgh, Virginia, letter of General Lewis from, 1329
\Viley,Captain, of Colonel Livingston's Regimentj re- InteJligence at, . .

. 1436
signs, . 857 Williamson,ColonelAndrew, on an expedition against

Wilkes, Mr., speech of, in House of Commons on the Cherokees, . - . - - - 68
Address to the King, - 986 Letter from] communicated to Soutb-Caro]ina As.

WilkinsJ to be sent under guard to Philade]phiaj . 1577 sembly, - 74
'Vilkins, William, on Board of Accounts, - 92 Thanks of South-Carolina Assembly to, . 81

Signer of bills of credit, Mary]and, R 176 Proceedings on letter of, in South~CaroJina Assem-
'Vilkins, WiJliam, Chairman of the Committee of hly, - ~ - 81

Walkill, Ull5terCounty, New-York, .. . 258 WilJiamson, General Matthias, conference of, with
Wilkinson, Captain, (British,) at attack on Fort '''ash.. Governour Livingston,

_

617
ingtoll, . ~ 817 Directed t? ?rder Miritia roJoin General Washington, 869

Wilkinson, Brigade.Majar James, bearer of a letter Act for raisIng four BattalIons to form one Brigade
from General Gates to General Washington, .. 1190 under, - 870

Letter from, to General Gales, .. 1190 Gives small encouragement to hope for much assist-
Will, Philip, report on petition of, - 77 ance from the Militia, . . . -

_
920

'Wi:!, William, on salt Committee, Pennsylvania, .. 198 General Washington fears he has not the confidence
One .ofthe signers of a letter ta the Committee of of the people, R . 1027

Chester County, Pennsyhania, -
R 463 Letter from, to General Washington, - . 1120

Willard, Aaron, on Committee .of Hertford, - 941 Letter from, to Colonel Ford, -
_ _

1121
Willard, Colonel, state of Regiment or, - 744 Has resigned, ..

_
R 1475

Route of march of Rerriment of, home,. R 874 'VilJiamson,Mr., member of South-Caro]ina Assem:"
Regiment of, to emba~k at Lake George as soon as bly"all Committee to provideguard upon Bloody

boats can be provided, .. 878 Pomt, - - .
_ _ _ _

.
WiJlaman, Jac.ob, offer of, to contract for pork, - 1535 On Committee on President's IVTessage,
Willcor, Abel, deposition of, . . 1063 On Committee to wait on the President, _ _

Willcocks, William, Judge-Advocate ofa Court Thfar- '\ViJJiamson, Mr., Silas Deane warn3 all Americans
tial, - 769 against, - -

_
883 1052

\VilleU, John, parole of, - . 1143 Proper attention will be paid to what Mr. Dean~
Willett, Coland Marinus, letter from, to Robert Yates, 835 I writes concernincr,. - - -

_
1328

Letter from, to New-Yark Committee of Arrange- Wmiamson, Mr., QuaOrtermaster, Gener~] MaxweU is
ment, ~ 1515 determined to sU8pend, - . 1475Williams, Abrahltm, elected Second Lieutenant, Mary- Willing & Morris, Peonsy]vania fleet to rendezvous
land, - 915 opposite wharf of, for review, R . 188

Williams, Captain, First Pennsylvania. Regiment, Re- Payment to, for cartridge-paper, . _
191

turn of Company of,
- 1122 Payment to, for hanucuffs, &c.,

- 193
'Villiams, Captain, of the Massachusetts s]oop of war Letter ta, from Van Bibber & Harrison _

595RepubJic., . 420 Draft of Van Bibber & Harrison on,
j

- . _
613

Williams, Second Lieutenant Charles, missing, - 724 Letter to, from Samuel Smith, laid before Congress, 1568

21
26
37
66
34

38
54
38
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WiJlington, Benjamin, pa.yment tOJ'for losses at Lex- Winthrop, John, member of Massachusetts Council, - 733
ington or Bunker Hi]!, - 408 Winthrop, John, Jr., one of the owners of the priva..

Willis, Lewis, appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of a Vir- teer Warren, .. - 404
ginia Battalion,

_ _
..

- -
. 695 Wire, manuracture of, encouraged in J\'Iaryland, .. 116

WilIitt, Captain, First Pennsylvania Regiment, Return Petition of Christian Calles for aid to enab]e him
of Company of, .. 1122 to set up works for manufacture o~ .. .. 259

Willow, Lieutenant, Pennsylvania Artillery) resigned, 875 Five cases of, imported in the Hancock and Adams, 746
Wills, Maryland, soldiers alLowed to make) at sixteen Wise, Captain Samuel, member of South-Carolina As-

years of age,
_

- 130 sembly, - 22
Registers of, to hold commission during good be- Wisner, Henry, member of New-York Conventioni

haviour,
_

- 170 from Orange Conoty, .. 201
Govemonr to commission one Register for each Account oflead delivered to, - 213

County,
_

- 170 On Committee for.fixing the price of spears, .. 213,217
Oath of Register of, - 171 On Committee on increasing the facilities of com-

Wilson, Alexander, proposals of, to Massachusetts munication, - 217
Board of War, to go a voyage to Europe, - ..1078 On Committee on letter of General James Clinton, 221

Wilson, Alexander, appointed First Lieutenant in On Committee to proceed to PeekskilJ, .. 2.1)2
Colonel Hazen's E,egiment, - - .. .. 1603 Authorized to have roads repaired, - 252

WilSOll,Lieutenant Daniel, Colunel Humfrey's Regi- Authorized to impress pick-axes, &c., - - 261
ment, - 219 Empowered to mount cannon at different places on

'Vi1son, Henry, Jr., delegate in Maryland Convention, 83 Hudson's River, - 283
Motion by, in Convention, - .. 118 Payment to, for spears, - 285
Leave of absence from Convention, 93, 141 Letter from, read in New-York Committee of Safety,

Wilson, James, a sailor, three dollars granted to, by 305, 342
New-York Committee of Safety, - 236 On Committee on letters of Samuel Tudor and

Wilson, James, pri~oner, - 273 Augustine Lawrence, 315, 322, 366
Wilson, James, l\rhs~achusetts, appojnted Colonel in On Committee on letter of General McDougall, - 366

the oew arrangement, ~ - - . . 1030 On Committee to furni~h General George CHnton
Wihmn, Colonel James, Pennsylvania, - 183 with ammunition, &c., - 370
Wilson, Jamesl delegate in Congress from Pennsylva- Motion by, in Committee of Safety, - 370

nia, member of Board of War, - - 670 Letter from, to Pierre Van Cortlandt and William
Letter froml to Robert Morris, - 1 57 Duer, - 932
Letter from, to General S1.Clair, - - 1482 On a Committee respecting Militia, - 1349
Order for payment of expenses of, while making Wisner, Henry, Jun., member of the New-York Con-

inquiry for lost despatches, .. 1562 ventioD, from Ulster County,: .. 201
On Committee- Leave of absence for a fortnight, - - 202

Of appeals, -1563, 1585 Account of lead deli,"ered to, - 213
On a letter of Timothy Danielson, - 1565 Certificate of powder manufactured by, - 254
On petition of J\'Iuscoe Livingston, .. - 1573 Payment to, for powder,' - 258
For reinforcing General Washington, - 828, 1580 To aid in completing the obstruction of Hudson
For circulating a treaty amoDg the Hessians, - 1584 River, at Fort Montgomery, - 264
To revise resolutions relative to captures, - - 1586 Premium paid to, for building a paper rom, - - 265
On sundry letters, - - 1607 Soundings of Hudson River, by, - - 812
On state of the Army, - 1611 Wisner, Captain John, muster roJ] of, presented for
To prepare plan for better conducting Executive payment, - 330

busiDess, - 1611 Commissions wanted in the company that was com-
To prepare circular respecting the enlarged pow- munded by, . 1451

ers of General Washington, - - 1613 Wissahickon Creek, recommended as a fit place for a
Wilson, John, Commissioner for Montgomery County, military magazine, - - 184

Maryland, - 104 WiSSOll, James, Massachusetts, appointed Colonel in
Wilson, Jonathan, member of Maryland Convention, 83 the new arrangement, - 1084
Wilson, Joseph, Judge of Election, Montgomery Wister, \Villiam, merchant, letter to, from Colonel

County, Maryland, - - 173 Miles, - 619
Wilson, JO:5eph,payment to, for repairing arms, - 189 Letter to, from Colonel MiJes, read in Congress, ~ 1564
Wih;on, Lieutenant, letter froID I read in Congress, - 1601 Witnesses, every accused person to be confronted with,
Will5Ol1lSamuel, disaffected, petition of, to New-York Maryland, - 145

Co'mmittee of Safety, - 269 Withers, John, member of South-Carolina AssembJy, 1
WjJson, Dr. Samuel, payment to, by Congress, - - 1569 On Committee for preventing spread of small-pox, 6
Wilson, Thomas, petition o~ to MaryJand Convention, 91 On Commiuee to revise Militia Jaw, 18

Fine set upon I remitted, - 162 On Commiuee on President's Message, 22
'Vinchester, "Villiam, MarylandJ recommended for Witherspoon, James, appointed Major of Brigade to

First LieutenaDt, - 1307 General Maxwell, - 878
Windham, Connecticut, John Sheppard brought to Witherspoon, Rev. John! deJegate in Co ogress from

jail at, .. 1221 New-Jersey, letter to, from Ebenezer Hazard,
Windham, Massachusetts, petition of a number of Letter from, to Richard Stockton,

Militia of, - 402 Has leave to take four prisoners to Princeton,
WiDCk,Henry, apprehended for passing faJsemoney, 305 Credentials of,
Winent, Abraham, petition of, to Continental Con- On Committee-..-

areos, - 1508 Of Foreign Affairs, .. - 1328
Wing, Joshua, master of IVTassachusettsschooner To repair to Head-Quarters,

- 1579
Diligent, - .. 398 On address recommending a day of fasting, - 1602

Wingate! CoJonel, letter to, from New-Hampshire To inquire into state of prisoners, - - ~ 1602
Committee of Safety, - - - - - 594 To inform Chaplains of'their election, - 1609

Slate of Regiment of, .. - 744 On obtaining foreign assistance, - 1610
Route of march of Regiment of, home, - - 874 Woelpper, Captain, German Battalion, .1569
RegimeDt of, to march by shortest and best road to Walcott, Doc,tor Alexander, an examiner of Surgeons,

New-Hampshirel - 878 ConnectIcut,. - - - - - . 455
Winn, Captain J ohu, committed to Tryon County jail) 'Volcott, Colonel Erastus, to employ a number of men

336, 665 in maldng fascines, - - 1222
Winslow, Captain, gave good satisfaction last cam- Wolcott, Oli\'er, delegate in Congress from Connee-

paign,
- 1477 ticut, on Committee respecting sutlers,

.
1564

'Winter-Quarters, of the Northern British Arm}', 1029,1134 Wolcott, Simon, appointed Captain, Connecticut, - 458
British Army in New-Jersey appear tobe going into, Wombwcll, Mr., speech of, in House of Commons, on .

1276, 1374 the Address to the King, - - 986
Winters, Elishal proposal of, to take the Frederick Speech on navy estimates, -

_
1017gun~lockfactory, 95 Women, examinationof a number of,fromNew-York, 617

Terms on which Committee recommend to accept Wood, committed to jail for carrying provisioneto the
proposalso~.. - .. - - - .. 100 enemyat Newport,~

- 1~22

681
- 788
- 1564,
- 1597
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Wood, Benjamin, and others) petition of, to Massa~
chusetts General Court, - - 380

Wood, Major Danie], desires to engage in the Hew
Army, - - - - - - - - 508

Wood, Ephraim, Jun., Town-Clerk of Concord, - 375
Wood, James, arpoint~d Colonel, Virginia, . 695
'Vood, James, (Virginia,) sectirity for Charles Simms, 761
Wood) Captain Jobu, Return afCompany o~ - 503,791

Memberof a Court-Martial, ~ 700,769
Has not received his commission, . 1450

Wood, Joseph, one of the Selectmen of Beverly, - 416
Wood, Colon~l Joseph, Second Pennsylvania Regi-

ment, letter from, to General Gates, - 743, 771
State of Regiment ol~ . - 743
Regiment of, engaged unti] the last of December, - 875
PresiJent of a Court-Martial, - 878
Letter from, to President of Congress, . . 1102
Letter from, to Pennsylvania Council of Safety, -"1358
Letter from, read in Congress, . 1611

Wood, Josiah, payment to, for pikes, - 183
"\Voodard, Ebenezer, witnes8 on trial of Colonel Gra-

ham, . 489
Woodbridge, New-Jersey, extract of a letter from, - 891

'The ~nemy at, - 1027
Woodbridge, Colonel, officer for the day at Ticonde-

roga, 533, 878
State of Regiment of, - - 744
Route of march of Regiment of, home, - - 874
Regiment of, to embark at Lake George as soon as

boats can be provided, - 878
Woodbridge, Jerathmeel, arm~ and ammunition sent

to care of, - 412
Woodbridge, Theodore, flppointed C:Iptain, Connec-

ticutJ - 458
Woodbury, Connecticut, prisoners sent to, . 273
Woodbury, Ezekie}, witness on the trial of Assistant

C(uumissary Coombs, .. 520
Woodby, Emanuel, payment to, for boat-hire,

- - 191
Woodhouse, .William, payment to) for wafers, - - 1567
WoodhulJ, Colonel, number of musket cartridges and

flints deli\'{~red to, -
.. 679

Regiment of, ordered to Pyramus) - ]261
On an experlition against Eng]ish Neighbourhood, 1347

WoodhuJl, Captain Ebcuf:-:"zer,advance to) on account
of troop of Light-Horse, - - 240

WoodhuJl, Brigadier-General Nathaniel, Mr. Hobart
concerting measures for the release of~ - 203

Presidentof the Congress of New-York, ~ 222
Death of. . 240

WoodrawJMr., Jlm.,chargesJohn Biles with treason, 194
Woodruff, Dr. Hunlock, Report on application of, . 361

Recommended for Surgeon in Colonel Van Cort-
landt's Regiment, - 1041

Wood~t CoJouel James) Massachmietts-
And Stephen Rice, petition of, - 409
Regiment of, to march to Providence, Rhode-Island, 1133
Chairman of a meeting in Worcester County, .. 1504 :

Woods, Major, member of a Court-Martial, 934,1084,1097
Woodson, Lieutenant, First Virginia Regiment, sick, 516
Woodworth, Lieutenant William, Colonel Humfrey)s

Regiment, .. 219
WooJ, CaptailJ, member of a Court-Martial, - 700,769
Woo] Cards, bounty on manufacture of,in New-York, 284
Woo]comb, Joseph, parole violated by, . 273
Woollcott, Captain, Company of, wanted <1tAlhany,. 490
.WooJens,order of .MaryJalJdConvention for importa.

tion of, - . 116
Payments for,by PennsylvaJlia Council of Safety, 188,198
Committee to purchase, in New-York,- . 233
ArrivalofseveraJvesselswith, at Hampton)Virginia, 902

Wuolford, Captain, Maryland, Return of Company of, 1081
W oolford, John, two slavesconvictedof the murder of, 117 I
Wool pert, Captain, - 9]6 IWoolpert,IVTatthias,payment to, ror coal, - 202
WoolseYtGeorge, letter from, to Maryland Council of

Safety, - 554
Wooster, David, appointed Major.Genera], ~ 458

Desired to aill in the arrest of suspected persons, - 449
In command of the Militia of Connecticut,. - 452
Light-~orse ordered to join the forces under, _

452
Letter to, from Hugh Hughes, - 711
Letter from, to Governour TrumbulJ, .. 755
Reflectionsof J08cph Trumhul]on improperReturns

of Militia under, - - - ~ - - 1073
Letter from. to President of Cano-ress -

_
1129

Stationed at the Saw-Pius,
_ 0_ '_ _

1175, 1379
Letter to, from Joseph Youngs, - - 1251 i
Letter froID, read iu Congress, - 1607 !

INDEX. 1888

\V ootton, Thomas Sprigg, member of Maryland Con-
vention, from Frederick County, 83

On Committee of Ejections, 83
On Committee to inquire juto state of jail in Fred.

erick,
On Committee on petition of Sheriff of Frederick

County, - 97
Motion by, in Convention, - - 119

Worcester, Francis, New.Hampshin~, - 1224
Worcester, Massachusetts, proceedings of Committee

of, - - 755
General Lee suggests that Continental stores be re-

moved from Boston to, - 841
An address on monopolies and extortion, dated at, 1176

Worcester County, Massachusetts) petitioll of owners
of furnace at, - - 409

Convention of a majorityof the towns of, R 866
Mi]itia from, to the aid of Rhode~Island, - 1210,1286
Proceedings in, respecting Lord Howe's Declara-

tion, - 1503
Worcester County, Maryland, election in, declared

void, 87
Depositions against William B. Townsend) of, 91
Plan to take Committee of, prisoners, .. 99
De]egates from, in Com'ention, - - ]01
Committee of, refuse to act, . 135
Judges of E]ection for, to introduce the new Govern-

ment, - 174
Wormer, Areut, to command a company of Tories, - 289
Worthington, Brice Thomas Bea]e, member of Mary-

land CoU\'ention, from Anne Arundel County, - 83
On Committee of Elections, 83
On Committee of Claims, 89
On Committee on Rev. John Scott, 91
Resigns his seat in the Convention, 95
Elected a delecratein Convention, - 107
On CommitteeOon Loan Office, . 112
On Committee to prepare a scheme for"the emission

of bills of credit, - 115
Chairman of Committee of the WhoJe, . - 121
Member of tile Council ofSafety,- - 179

Worthington,Lientenant-CoJonel, officer of the day ilt
1\10uot Independence, 531, 875

'VorthingtolJj NichoJasJ JUIJ., Ensign's warrant issued
to, - - 109

Wright, Aaroll, jailer, - 593
\Vright,Abraham, appointed SecondLieutenant, Con-

necticut, - 458
W~right, Captain, Major Rogers's Regiment of Con-

necticut Militia, Return of Company of, - 475
Memher of a Court-Martial, . 1084, 1097, 1346

.Wright, Captain Dud]ey, Connecticut, on Committee
for procuring arms, - - 454

Wright, Ebenezer, appointed First Lieutenant, Con-
necticut, - 458

Wrightj John, Surgeon, exchange of; proposed, - 1208
Wright, Joseph A., appointed First Lieutenant, Con-

necticut, . .. 458
Wright, Lieutenant Jonathan! tried and convicted by

a Court-Martial, - 528
Wright, l\lr., Massachusetts, on Committee for repair-

ing road to Ticonderoga, . . 446
Wright, Nathaniel, Judge of E}ection, Queen Anne's

County, Mary]and, - - 174
"Vright, Samuel, Ictter fromt to Colonel Richardson, - 1415
Wright, Sergeant, wounded, - - 602
Wright, Solomon, delegale in Mary]and Convention,

from Queen Anne's County,
On Committee on the memorial of Captain .William

Stone, - 17:5
Motions by, in Convention, - 160, 161, 179

'Leare of absence from Convention, . 127
tVright, Turbutt, delegate ill Mary]and Convention

from Queen A.nne's County, 99
Chairman of Commiuee of the Whole, - - 124
On Committee on Potowmack Ferry, - .. 140
Motions by, in Com-ention, - 117, 143, 155~158
Leave of absence from COTI\'ention, 126, 162

Wright.TowJJ,letter of General Sullivanfrom, - . 1365
Wyckoff, Henry! appointed to purchase clothing, - 233

Appointed a Commissary, - - 250
Dec]ines purchasing clothing, - 264
To supply coopers at Fishkilj with provisions, - 279

\Vyckoff, Hendrick,letter from, to New~YOl'kCom-
mittee of Safety, - 1191

Wyckoff, Jacob, a Tory, horse belonging to, brought
from Loug-Island,. - - - - - 236

Disposition of the horse taken from, 251

96

99



1889 INDEX. 1890

Wycombe, Lord" speech of; in House of Lords on the Yates, Robert-Continued.
Address to the King, - 974 Letters from, to-

WyUiss,Mr.) prisoner, Mr. McDermott expects to ob. 1\1:r.Avery,
tain exchange of, - 1422 Captain Bradt,-

W yIJys, George, Connecticut, - - 1303 Major Ford,
Secretary of Connecticut Assembly, - 1389 Genera] Herkimer, -
Letter from, to Terence McDermolt, - 1422 New-YorkConvention, -WylIys, Colonel Samuel, trial of Lieutenant Adams, General Schuyler, -

in Regiment of, - 700 Colonel Van Ness, -
Regiment of, stationed at the gorge ofthe mountains; Colonel Whiting,. by Robinson's Bridge, - - - - ~ 751 James Duane,-
Sick in Regiment of, recommended for discharge, - 939 New-York Committee of Arrangement,
Regiment of, to be ready to march to.moITow, . 1140 Letters to, from-
President ofa Court-Martial, 1346, 1421! 1432, 1515 Captain Bradt, . 579

Wyman, Colonel, officer of the day at Mount lnde- General George Clinton, - - 767
pendence, ~ 533! 878 Major Fonda, -

~ 814
State of Regiment of,

_
- 744 l\fajor Ford, - 578

Route of march of Regiment of, home" - - 874 Colonel Gansevoort, S - 1062
Regiment of, to march by the shortest and best road New-York Committee of -arety, - 276

to New-Hampshire,- - 878 J. Roorhack, - - 1076
Wyman, Lieutenant, sick in hospital, . 506 Captain Sacket, - 873
Wyman, Nath'J, Selectman of Georgetown, - 390 Pierre Van Cortlandt, - 588
Wyncoop, Henry, member ofPennsy]vania Council of Colonel Weissenfels, - 1041

Safety. - 200 Coloocl Whitiog, . 583
Payment to, for repairing arms, - 200 Colonel Willett, - 835
Treasurer for the Committee of Buck's County, - 202 General Schuyler, - - 1101

Wynds, Colonel, officer for the day at Ticonderoga, - 533 Yates, William, Commissioner for Washington County,
To embark for Skeensborough, - 535 Maryland, - 103
State ofRegimeut of, - . - - . . 744 Yeas :md Nays, motion in Maryland Convention to

Wyngate, Colonel, officer of the day at Mount Inde- take, in Committee of the Whole, negatived, . 121
pendence~ 527,533,878 Yeates, Jasper, letter to from Sebastian Graff, - . 749

Wynkoop, Colonel! letter from, to Genera] Gates, - 549 Letter from, to Richard Peters, .. 749
A\'erse to having any more work done at Skeens. A Commissioner for Indian Affairs in the Middle

borough, - - .. - . . - - 606 Department, - . 1598
'Vynkoop, Dirck, records placed in the care of~ - 247 Payment of account of, . 1604
Wynkoop, Dif(~k, Jun., letter from, to New~York Con- Yonge, Sir George, speech of, in House of Com-

\'ention, . . 214 mons, on navy estimates, . . 1016
Appointed inspector of flour, . 239 York, Pennsylvania, payment for express to, . 194

\Vythe, George, delegate in Congress from Virginia- York County, Pennsylvania, proportion of salt allowed
On Committee- to, - - 195

Of clothing, - 248, Payment for express to, - 200
On an appeal against a sentence of the Court of IYoung, Abraham, chosen Second Lieutenant, Mary.

Admiralty of Philadelphia. . . . - 1563 land, . . . . . . . - 774
Respecting sutlers, - - 1564 Young, Captain, prize taken by, - 854
On a letter of Timothy Danielson, . 1565 Sick, at.Martinico, - 1241
On petition of Muscoe Livingston;' - - 1573 Young, Doctor, member of a Committee of Carre.
On report from Committee to the Northern Army, 1584 spondence, 305, 605
On an appeal against a sentence of the Court of Young, Enoch, witness on the trial of Captain Ger-

Admiralty of Virginia, . - 1585 rish, . 496
On petition of J. Sullivan, - 1592 Young, Ezra, to examine respecting 8eizure of a eer-

Y. tain sloop, - 430
Young, Frederi(~k, a sU8pected person, - 228

Yancey, James, Deputy Commissary-General, Jetters Young, Guy, recommended for Lieutenant, . 1388
from, to the Committee of BenningtollJ - 297, Young, Jacob, an account sworn before, - 836

525,590, 1237 Young, John, New-Hampshire,
- 1227

Committee on letter of, . 299 Young, John, released by a Court-Martial for want of
Yankee Hero, Massachusetts privateer, - . 440 evidence, . 1515
Yankees, possess every bad quality the depraved heart Young, Sergeant John, pension alJowed to, by South-

can be cursed with, - . 1269 Carolina, 75
Yardley's Ferry, General Dickinson to take post near, 1184 Young, Joseph, stock put under the direction of, - 345
Yardly's Farm, Jetter of General Dicl\inson from, - 1343 Declines taking charge of stock, - . 347
Yates, Abraham, Jr., member of New-York CoU\'eo- One of the signers of a petition of inhabitants of

tion, from A!hany County- "Vestchester County, _
1380

On Committee-

I

Young, Joseph, refugee Tory, memorial of, - . 391
To answer General Morri5's Jetter, 231 Petition of, - - - - - - -

_
392

On a letter from Elisha Avery, - 265 Resolve on petition of, - . - . _
393

On c.ommunicationwith Albany, 278
I Young, Marcus, recommended for an Ensigncy in the

To inquire concerning Rangers, 278 : (;erman Battalion, - - . - - . 749
On petition of Alexander Stewart, - 322' Young, Mr., member of South-Carolina AssembJy-
On letter from AJbany Committee, . - 364 On Committee-
On letter of General Heath, - 370 On Privileges and Elections,

Yates, Christopher, on Committee to cooperate with For prevellting spread of small-pox
I

_

General Schuy]er, - 561 On President's Message,
_

Yates, Lieutenant, member of a Court-Martial, . 1494 On petition of John Berwick, _

Yates, Robert, memberof New~York Convention,from On salt, _

Albany County, - 206 On general amnesty,
Report in Convention on letter of, . 206 To examine engrossed ordinances,
On Committees- To wait on the President,

On state of Ulster County, - 215 Young, Samuel, deposition of, relative to treatment of
On Jelter from delegates in Congress, - 216 prisonBrs, _

1233
To proceeu to Albany and Ticonderoga, - - 248 Younglove, Jons., Chairman of the Committee of Ben-
To cooperate with Genera! Schuyler, 260,561 HIngton, - 267,584
On letters of Mr. Yancey and Mr. TrumbuIJ, - 299 Younglove,Sergeant, informationgiven bYt 796
On letter of John R. Livingston, . 308 Youngs, Isaac, p.ayment of an account for mainteIJance
On obstructing Hudson River, - - 326 of -

_
247

Chairman pf Committee of Arrangement, - 948 Peti;ion of, read in New-York Committee of Safety, 274
Service suffers from absence of, - - 1042 Payment for arrest of, ~ - . - -

_
316
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Y Dungs, Israel, payment oran ac.count for majntenance
of, - - 247

Petition of, read in the New-York Committee of
Safety, - . 274

Youngs, Joseph, appointed a Commissioner to .secure
stock in Westchester County, ~ .. 245

Letter from, to General Wooster,
_

- 1251
Youngs, Philip, payment for arrest of, .. 316
YDungs, the, letter relative to escape of, .. - 322
YOllst, John, manufacturing muskets for Maryland

Council of Safety, - - 1271

INDEX. 1892

Z.
Zane, Joel, payment to, for iron pots, .. 193

Payment to, for allowance due to Lieutenant Heimar, 1567
Zabriskie, Christyam Andrew, has been to the enemy, 833
Zabrislde, Mr., a Whig, said to have been shot, - 841
Zedtwitz, Juliana, letter from, read in Congress, .. 1573

Payment to, by Congress, - - 1579
Zedtwitz, Lieutenant-Colonel Herman, to be removed

to Philadelphia, and confined to the State prison, 1579
Zimmerman, Jacob, permitted to visit home on parole, 703
Zorn, Christian, express, Pennsylvania, - - 8::57
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./lug. 12, Prodamation of President Rutledge, caJJing a
meeting of the General Assembly and Legis-
lative Council before the time to which they
stand adjourned,

Sept. 17, Meeting of the Assembly, -
18, List of Members elected,
18, Letter from Peter Timothy, requesting leave to

resign the place of Clerk of the House,
IS) 1\Ir. Timothy desired to continue to act as

CJerk, at least during the present session, -
18, Mr. Timothy consents to continue as Clerk,

pro~'ided it was not expected that his contin~
uance in that office should prevent his quali-
fying and taking his seal as a Member, -

18, Mr. Timothy took his place as Clerk, and aner-
wards qualified as a Member,

18, Admission of the present Clerk to act in that
capacity, and at the same time to sit as a
member, not to be drawn into precedent, ~

18, Committee to inform the Governour that the
House is met, ~

18, All tbe Committeeswho were appointed during
the last :sitting of the GeneraJ Assemb!y, and
have not ret reported, revi\'edJ ~

18, Petition of \ViJliam Scott, Jun., respecting his
right to a seat in the Assembly; read and re~
(erred to a Committee,

18, Letter from Joseph Turpin, Commander of the
armed bricrantine Comet I read and hid on the
table for the perusal of the Members, a

18, Memolial of Richard Pearis, praying reJief for
dam.ages sU81ained by means of Colonel
Thomas and his party; referred to a Com-
mittee,

19, Thomas Fuller and Daniel Horryelected Mem~
bers of the Legislative Council, .

~19, J aIm Parker elected a Member of the Legisla-
ti\'e Council,

19, Speech of the President,
19, Message from the President enclosing Reso]ves

of Congress) and a Letter from the Delegates
of this State, relative to the Easl.India Tea in
the ceJJar under the Excbange, ~

19) Speech and Message of the President referred
to a Committee)

19, Information that the sman-pox had broke oul
among the drivers or passengers in some
wagons from Philadelphia; referred to a Com.
rnittee.

20, Report ~f the Commiuee to whom was referred
the information respecting tbe small-pox,
recommending measures to pre\'ent the infec~
tion spreading; amended and agreed to,

20J Address in answer to tbe Speecb of the Presi.
dent,

20, Report of Committee Oti the Petition of Wil-
liam Scott, Junior)

20, William Scou, Junior, admitted to a seat in the
House instead of Levi Durand. -Letter from the Delegates of thi's State in the
Continental Congress to the President, July 9,

Sundry Re~olutions of Continental Congress,
from December 26, 1775, to July 5, 1776, - 9-16

Letter from the Delegates of this State in the
Continental Congress to the President, JuJy
251h, - - - - - - - 16

Letter from John Hllncock to the Governour of
South.Carolina, July 24,

- 16
Resolutions of ContinentaJ Congress, July 24, 17

2

2

1776.
Sept. 20J House acquiesce in the ResQlves of the Conti.

nentaJ CongressJ of the 18th of June and 24th
of July, relative to the putting certain Regi~
menls in the service of the State on the Con.
tinentaJ estabJishment,

20, Committee to bring in an ordinance for making
the provisions aforesaid, and for settling the
manner of ordering General Courts~MaTtialJ

20, Committee to bring in an ordinance for appointa
iog Commissioners to sell the Tea in the
ceJlt1rs under the Exchang{>, and to ]odge the
money arisjng from such sale in the Treasury
of the State)

20, Committee to bring in a bill pursuant to the
resolution of Congress of the 14th of March,
for disarming all disaffected persons, -20, Committee to revise the prf!sent Militia law,
and to bring in a bill for thE'better :/'eg-ulatioD
of the Militia, -

21, Petition of Edward Fenwick j read and re-
ferred to a Committee,

21, RepJy of the President to the Address of the
House,

21, Message tQ the President respecting the small.
pox among someof the driven, or passengers
on wagons from Philadelphia, ~ ~

_

21, Message from the President respecting the :;hip
Prosper, and recommending the appointing
of Commissioners tQ superintend the Naval
affairs of the State, .

21, Committee appointed to examine the pubJick
Treasury accounts, and to report an exact
ace-oLlnt of the state of the Treasury, -21, Ordinance rcported for seHinO' certain East.
India Teas,

I:>

21) Letter from Captain Turpin, acquainting the
House with his reasons for quining the
Navy,

21, The armed ship Prosper, belonging to the State,
to be sold,

_ _
a ~ ~ .

21, Report fr?ffi the Commissioners appointed by
an ordmance passed 9th of April, to take
a state of the Treasury, and to :settle the ac.
counts of the late Powder Receiver, read
Ilnd recommitted, .

21, Commissionersof the Treasury required to re.
ceive payment of the bonds payable to the
King,

21, Committee to bring in a bill for appointing
Navy Commissioners, ~

23) Committee to report proper places and Judges

of Election in the districts where there are
no Churches or Church-Warden~.

_

23, Committee to receive nllmes of cau'didates for
the command of the brigantine Cornet, .

23, Additions to the Commiuee for re\'ising the
Miljtia Jaw,

-
~

_ _ _ _

23, Ordinance passed for appointing Commis.
sioners for se/Jing certain East.lndia Teas, ~

23, Message from the President respectihv build~
ing a Stockade Fort at the Cheraw Hill; re-
ferred to a Committee,

23, Speaker to procure a complete copy of the
Journals of the Continental CODlJress fortlw
use of the State,

e
,

_

24, Report from the Committee to whom tJle Peti.
tion of Edward Fenwick was rererred

24, Petition of 'Vi/ham Hart for relief from {ujuries
done to his property by the Troops encamped
at HaddreJ's Point; referred (0 a Committee)
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1'776.
Sept. 24, Report from the Commissioners appointed by

the ]ate Congress to purchase materials for,
and superintend Ihe making of Gunpowder,

24, Report from the Committee to consider proper
places of elec.tion and persons to r~ceive the
votes of electors, in districts where they are
not already appoi.nted,

24, Ordinance presented for disarming pernoos no.
toriously disaffected to the cause or America,

24, A copy of the Presentments of the Grand
J urars at a Court held at Ninety-Six on the
30th of May, read and ]aid on the table for
the perusal of the Members,

24, Two member~ added to the Committee on the
state of the Treasury, - - ~ ~

25, Committee to revise the list of Magistrates, and
report the flames of persons proper to be
added thereto,

25, Petition of John Berwick for reheffrom losses
sustained from the enemy; rea.d and referred
to a Committee,

25 Messaae from the President, scndina some other,
Peti~ons relative to a Fort at the Cheraw HillJ

25, Mr. Fare discharged from any further r-harge
of the papers belonging to the Jate Commons
House of Assembly, -

25~ Certificate of the election of 'William Henry
Drayton in Saxe-Gotha Districtj Mr. Drayton
not admitted to a seat~

25 l\1essalJe from the President rec.ommending,
suitable enc.ouragement to those who shall
distinguish themselves in the war against the
Cherokees,

25, James Dogharty elected Captain and Comman-
der of the brigantine Comet, -

25~ Memor{al of the Vestry of Saint Philip's,
Charlcs-Town, requesting provision may be
made for the subsistence of the Poor until a
tax can be legally assessed,

25, Writs to be issued for electing Members of
the present GeneraJ AssembJy for cprtain
Parishes and Districts,

25 The writ issued in AuO'ust for the election of a,
Member for the Pa~ish of St. Bartholomew
ha,'ing been founded on a mistake, the said
writ and an the proceeding3 had thereon to
be fJuf!shed~ *

~ - - - -
26. Report from tlw Committee to whom the Peti-

tion of J ahn Berwick was referred,
26, l\Te~sage from the President informing that he

ha.d appointed a Secretary and Messengers
of the Privy Council, and a Paymaster of the
Militia, and requetiting provision for their sal-
aries,

26J Report of the Committee to whom Mr. Fen-
wick's Petition had been referred, - -

26, Ordinance presented 'oy the Attorney-General
for providing J UTiesfor Beaufort District, at
the next Nol'ember Courts,

26~ Two Members added to the Committtee for
bringing in a bill appointing Navy Com mis-
8ioners,

26) Report from the Committee to whom the Presi-
dent'::. Message relati"e to erecting a Fort at
Cheraw-Hill was rt:!ferred, -

~7, Commissio11eTS appointed \0 purchase a c.argo
of Salt just arrived,

27, Committee to report the most equitabJe way of
diMributing Salt among tbe inhabitants of the
State,

;27, The owners of any Sa!t- "r arks on the sea-
coast which may be damaged by the enemy,
to be indemnified one half of their Io~s,

27. Petition of John Vauchier~ praying that the
Ferry at Pllrrysburg [nay be vested in him
and his assigns for a term of years,

27, Report of Commiuee on offering RewJHtis to
those who shall diiitinguish themselves in the
war against the Cherokees,

27, A5scnt of the Pre.:ijdentto an ordinance for
appointing Commissioners for seHing certain
E;lst-India Teas)

271 Ordinance tor providing Juries for Beaufort
District at next No\'ember Court, passed, -27, Committee to whom the .Memorialof the Ves-
try of St. Philip's Parish was referred~ reCOm-
mend that the House lend the said Vestry a
sum notex..ccedingfoutteen thousand Pounds,
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Sept. 27, Four Members added to tbe Committee on tbe
Militia law,

27, A Bill for e8tabJi~hing a Board of Commis-
sioners to superintend and direct the Naval
affairs of the State, presented, -27, Report from the Committee to whom was re-
ferred the President's Message respecting
the salaries of the Secretary and Messenger
of the Privy Council and a Paymaster of the
Militia, -

28, Message to the President, requesting him to lay
before the House, papers reJative to burning
the houses and seizing the goods of Richard
Pearis - - ~ - - . -

28J l\Iessag~ to the President) asking his reasons
for keeping a Guard at the Cheraws, - -28, Committee to report the quantit)' and different
articles necessery to be imported from Phil-
adelphia,

_ _
M ~

28t Erec.tion of Sa1t~Work!'! a.t the north end of
CharlesMTown to be discontinued,

28, Amendment to the resolution of yesterday for
purchasing a cargo of Salt,

30, Report from the Committee to consider the
quantities and different articJes necessary to
be imported from Philadelphia, - - -30, Message from the President transmitting papers
relating to burning the house and seizing and
selling the property of Richard Pearis) -

30/ Letter from George Gabriel PowelJ~ requesting
that he ma.y be heard in his defence before
any resolution is taken upon th€ charges
against him,

30, All the absent Members who reside within
fiftymiles of Charles-Town, and are able to
attend, to be sent for at their Own expense, -

Oct. 1/ Committee to whom the Petition of John Vau-
chier was te[erred recommend thl1t the Ferry
be vested iu him and his assign!) for a term
not exceeding seven years, ~ ~ ~

-1, Committee to report the best way of procuring
1md keeping a Guard upon BloodYMPoint,

-
IJ Message to the President, requesting him to

carry into effect the Resolutions of the House
for importing certain articles from PhiladeJ-
phia,

t, Message from the President, gi~.jng his reasons
for keeping a Guard at the CherawRHill, -

1) Commissioners orthe Treasury to advance upon
Joan to the Vestry of St. Philip's Parish a
sum not exceeding fourteen thousand Pounds
for the POOf, - - . . ~ .

1, Election of Commissioners to superintend and
direct the Naval Affairs of the State, -

1) OrJinance presented for ascertaining the

manner of issuing orders for holding General
Court3-Martial,

- -
~

-
~

_

2, Report from the Committee to consider the

most equitable way of distributing Salt
amongst the jnhabitants of the State,

_ _

2, Committee to bring in a Bill authorizing the
President to call upon the Committees
throughout the State for Slaves to assist at
the publick works, ..

_

2J Message from the President, informincr that
Lieutenant Dogharty declines accepti~g the
command of the brigantine Comet, ~ ~

2/ SaJary of Secretar)' to the Prilij" Council fixed
at fourteen hundred Pounds, :lnd that of
Messenger at five htJndred Pounds,

_ _

2, Report ftom the Committee to whom the Me*
rnorial of Richard Pearis was referred,

3, CommiW:e on the new MiJitia law directed
to ilJsert a clause ascertaining the duties and
stating the pa.y of a Paymaster-General of
the Militia,

3, Alteration of the pl.ace for hoJding the next
election for the District called the Ne\V-Ac~
qujsition, -

3/ EXplC6:5CS to be forthwith sent throughout the
SLate, to deJiver to the ChurchMWardens, and
o.ther pe~sons appointed to manage the elec~
tlOIIS, printed Instructions for managing the
said ejections, -3, The Commissioners for the saJe of Salt em-
powered to sell Salt to the Owner of each
wagon and horses that brjna provisions from
North-Carolina,

_ ~o ~
_ _
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1776.

Oct. 3, Ordinance presented to direct the manger of
procuring Negroes to be employed in the
publick service,

3., Ordinance passed for ascertaining thl':!manner
ofissuil1g Orders for holding Genera] Courts~
:Martial,

3, A Petition of John Thompson and Richard
Thompson, presen~ed and referred to a Com.
mittee,

4, The attendance of such Members of tbe House
as are Church- \Vardens in any ofthp Parishes
where ejections are to be held on Monday
and Tuesday next, to be dispensed wjth on
those days,

4, Message to tbe President, requesting him to
give directions that tbe Stores upon Colonel
Gadsden's 'Wharf be forthwith evacll"ted~
and put into as good a condition as they
wert'! when taken posses8ion of for the pub.
lick aenice,

4, Bill passed for establishing a Board of Com-
mi.'isioners to superintend and direct the
NavaJ affairs of the State, -4, Report from the Committee to conaider the
best way of procuring and keeping a Guard
upon Bloody-Point,

-4, l\1essage to the President, requesting him to
lay before tne Huuse a state of the Army
now in the State, where situate, alld upon
what senices, .

41 Cummittee to wnom the papers resp€eling the
building a Stockade Fort at Cheraw.Hill
',",'ererecommitted, report that a Fort in that
secure part of the country is entir€ly useJess,

4, Bill presented ebtablisbing a proper Oatb of
Qualification to be taken by tbe Members of
the General AssembJy, and for other pur.
poses therein mentioned, -

4, The Committee to whom was referred the
Petition of John and Richard Thompson,
recommend that they be released from Prison,
and their fines remitted, on the express con-
dition that they shall quit the State in three
months after their releasement. -4, AllIellrlment of the Legislative Council to the
Ordillance for ascertaining the manner of
issuing Ord~rs for hoJdjng General Courts~
Martial,

_
- - -

.
- -5, At the time of the election of Members of the

GeneraJ Assembly, Commiuees ah.,!) to be
ejected for the purposes mentioned in the
eJe\'enth article of the Continental Associa-
tion,

5, The fines imposed upon John and Richard
Thompson~ confined in Charlestown Jail, to
be remitted, on the express con<Jition that
th~y qujt the State within three months,

5, OnJinance passed to direct the manner of
procuring Nt!groes to be employed in the
publick senice,

5, The Report of the Committee to whom the
Memorial of Richard Pearjs was referred,
agreed to by the House, -7, Memorial from two hundred and ninety-seven
inhabit,lHts of Charles-Town, praying that
OIle or more \-Vatch-Companies be imme-
diately raised, for guarding the town; reA
ferred to a Committee,

7, The bill estabJishing a proper Oath ofQualifi-
eation to be taken by the Members of the
General Assembly, amended and sent to the
Legislati\"e Council, -

7, Report from the Committee to examine the
Receil)ts of the Paymasters of the se~Tral
Regiments in the senice of the State, read
and recommitted,

8; Committee to report proper means of main-
taiuiug a Pilot-Boat for the Bar and Harbour
of Beaufort,

8, A bill presented to empower the Court of Ad-
miraJt}' to have jurisdiction in all cases of
c1tptnreof the resseb of the subjectsof Gwat
BrlLain, and for other purposes, - - -8, Committee to bring in a l:.ill of general am-
nf:sty,

8, AsseJJt of the President to the OrdiOEHJce for
prol'idiug Juries for Beaufort District; and
act for establishing a Navy Board,

CONTENTS.
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17i6.
Oct. 8, Hopson Pinckney appointed Cashier of the

Houser"..,_ _ _
- - - -

8, Petitions' of Henry Drew and Robert Pearis
pr{'sellted and referred to a Committee,

8, Fine of twenty shillings imposed on every
Member who shall neglect to attend to-more
row morning precisely at ten o'c]ock, to be
paid immedi3tely,

9, Message from the P/'esident communicating a
Letter from Brigadier-General Howe, -9, Letter fromGeneralHowe, containing his sen-
timent!'; re!o)pectingthe situation of the coun-
try, and the measures necessary to place it
in a proper state of defence,

9, Messagefrom the President transmitting sundry
Resolves of Congress,

9, Return of new-ejected Members of Assembly,
9, Letter from the Commissioners of the Navy

Board, informing that a Captain is wanlE'd
for the briCl'antineComet, -9, Commis5ion~rs appointed to purchase all the
Salt that shall be imported to the first day of
December next,

9, The Commissioners of St. David's Parish to
take into their custody and distribute the
Salt now in Mr. John Mitchell's store, at
Cberaw-Hill,

9, Petitionof Elizabeth Black, widow,for aid to
enable her to return to Pennsylvania, -

9, Assent of the President to an Ordinance to
direct the manner of procuring Negroes to
be employed in the pubJick service, -9, Bill passed for estabJishing a proper Oath of
Qualificationto be taken by the Members of
the General Assembly,and forother purposes,

9, Committee to \\-'homwas rererred the Petition
of Henry Drew, prisoner of war, report that
his application would come more properly
before General Howe,

9, Committee on the Petition of Robert Pearis
recommend that he be admitted to come
down into the lower apartments of the Jail,
and to walk in the garden in the Jay-time
upon his parole,

9, Committee to examine the state oflhe Jail and
the treatment of the prisoners of war,

9, Report from Committee to consider the best
means of maintaining a Pilot for Beaufort) -

9, Catalogue of the Books and Palters of the
House to be made during the recess,

10, Edward Allen elected Captain and Commander
of the brigantine Comet, -

10, Message to the President, requesting him to
commissionate Captain AlJen as Captain of
the brigantine Comet,

10, Petitions presented from John Gray, Jobn Mor-
gridge, and Stephen Prosser, prisoners in
Charh~s.Town Jail, .

10, Bill presentedfor the better reguJation of the
Militia,

10, Message to the President, requesting him to
give orders to discontinue the building the
Fort at the Cheraws, and for the discharge
ofthe Guardnowthere,. - . -10, Amendments by the Legislative Cuuncil to the
bill establishing a proper Oath of Qualifiea.
tion to be taken by the Members of the
General Assembly, and for other purposes, -

11, Opinion of the Home that no inhabitant of the
Srate ought to make any payment to any
subjects of Great Britain, except in certain
named cases, -11, Opinion of the House that aU absenteeshold-
ing estates in the State should use every
means in their power forthwith to return, -11, Ordinance presented for keeping a Pilot-Boat
to attend the Bar and Harbour of Beaufort, .

11, SaJt to be delivered for one month after this
date to persons appJying for it, (without cer-
tificates from Committees,) upon such per-
sons makinlt oath of the number of families
they apply for, -

11, Petition of E!izabeth Black referred to a Com~
mittce,

11, One sixth of the neat amount of the sales of the
C:HgOof the transport Glasgow Pacltet to be
paid to the commander and men of the Re-
venge,

43

43

43

43

43

43

44

44

44

44

45

45

46

46

46

46

47

47

47

48

48 ,

)

XIV

49

49

49

49

49

53
54

54

5.5

55

55

55
55

56

56

56

57

57

57

57

57

57

57

57

58

59

59

59

59

59

59



xv
1'776.

Oct. 11, Committee to whom the Memorial of divers
inhabitants of Charle~-Town was referred,
recommend thht leave be given to bring in
a bill for e~tabl\5hing three Watch Compa.~
nies,

11, Bill presented for establishing three Watch
Companies in Charles-Town,

11, Bill presented for a free and general Pardon, -
11/ AI1 acts and ordinances to be prinled as soon

as may be after their passing, for the use of
the Members I)f both Houses,

12, Committee on Petition of William Hort are of
opinion that his prayer ought to be granted,
but recommend that the House enter into a
reBolve, desiring al] persons that have received
damages in the like case to make them known
within six months, -

12, Message from the Legislative Council, il.:!king
what the fines were which were imposed on
Richard and John Thompson, and for what
cause they were imposed, . - - -

12, Committee to re\'ise the Constitution or Form
of Government,

12, Leave gi\'en to bring in an ordinance for open..
ing and improving the inJand navigation in
the State,

12, Ordiuance passed regulating the Pilotage oflhe
Harbour of Beaufort,

12j Assent of the President to the ad for establish.
ing a proper Oath of Qualification to be taken
by the Members of the General Assembly,
and for other purposes,

12! Message to the Legislative Council, sending
them a Petition of Richard and John Thomp.
son, and a Report of a Committee thereon, -

12, All necessary repairs to the Publick Buildings
to be forthwithmade,

14, Report from the Committee to examine the
pLlblick TreasLlTYaccounts, and to report to
the House an exact and circumstantial ac-
count of the state of the Treasury,

14! Committee to report on the proper ,...ays and
means ofsupp]yingtheTr~asury in the recess
of the House, ~

14) Four hur.dred Pounds granied to Elizabeth
Black in full and in lieu of all claims which
she might have against the State)

14) Report of the Committee to whom it was re.
ferred to revise the Constitution,

14~Report of the Committee to whom the Presi-
dent's Message of the 8th and 9th instant,
and the Resolves of the Continental Con-
gress, were reff:rred,

14) Seven l\Iembers added to the Committee on
General Howe's Letter,

15, Report of Committee on Reso]ves of the Con..
tinental Congress amended and agreed to} -

15! Message from the Presidenf, informing that cer-
tain Crown Officers are restrained to their
respective houses, and asking how they
should be disposed of,

15, The bill of free and general Pardon and Am-
ne'Styrejected).. .. .. - - ..

15, The expense of a way to a temporary landing
place at low water upon William Gibbes!5
Wharf to be defrayed by the House, - ~

15, Message to the LegislativeCouncil)desiring to
kllow if they have concurred in the Resolu-
tion for pa)'ing one sixth. of the cargo of the
G{as<JowPacket to the commander and mar.
iners<='of the Revenge)

15, Report from the Committee to revise the Jist
of Magi;.;trate~,

15! Owners of Slaves to be indemnified for their
loss in the publick service,

15, Message from the President, accompanying
Returns of the Continental Battalions lately
in the pay al1d service of the State,

15, Report from the Commissioners to w-hom was
recommitted the Report on the state of the
late Treasury, and settlement with the then
Treasurer aDd Powder Receiver!

16, Commissioners of the Navy to furnish Colonel
GadsdeD with alJ the iL1;sistance in their power
to carryon the publick work he is now about,

16, Report from the Committee to consider proper
ways and means of supplying the Treasury
in the recess of the House, ~ -

.
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1776.
Oct.16j Resolution for granting one sIxth of the cargo

of the GJastJow Packet to the commander
and men of the Revenge)rejected bytheLe4
gislativ~ Council}

16! Further proceedings on amending the Consti4
tution,

17! Bill for maintaining three Watch Companies
in Charles.Town passed, -

17, Further proceedings on amendments to the
Con~titution,

17} Message from the President, recommending
suitable provision to be made for the men in
the Second Regiment who have been dis-
abled,

17, Message from the President) recommend~
iog that a Company raised by Lieutenant
Richbonrg be added to the Sixth Regiment,
and the two ArtiJlery Companies at BealJ~
fort and George-Tawil to the FOLlrth Regi..
mentj

18, Report of the Committee appointed to revise
the Constitution, as amended by the House
and agreed to, - ~ .. . - -

18! The President)s two Messagesof yesterday re~
ferred to a Committee,

18, BilJ passed to empower the Court of Admiralty
to have jurisdiction jn all cases of capture of
the vessels of the subjects of Great Britain)
and.{or other purposeli,

18J Message from the President! recommending
steps to be tak~n for the security of the back
settlements again:;t Indian incursions,

1S, Assent of the President to an ordinance for
keeping a Pilot-Boat to attend the Bar and
Harbour of Beaufort, and also an act for
establi.sbing three Watch Companies in
Charles-Town, 4 .

_ _
.

_

18, Petition of Thomas Lamar! praying for an al-
lowance for his past services as an Express
Rider, or a fixed sum by the year; referred to
a Committee, -18} A Petition of Quintin Pooler read and laid on
the table, .

18, Report of the Committee to whom the Presi~
dent's two Messages of yesterday were re-
ferred,

18, Committee to receive the names of candidates
for the command of the three Watch Com.
panies of Charles-Town, .

18, President to be desired to write to the Dele-
gates at the Continental Congress, on the
impossibility of the State's completing its
quota while prohibited to recruit in Virginia
and North-Carolina, .. - -

~
_

18J List of candidates for Captains of the three
Watch Companies reportedj and affixed to
the wainscot for the perusal of the Mem..
bers,

18, John MCCan, Jun., John Brewton) and John
Liuing, el~cted Captains of the three Watch
Companies,

18, Report on Petition of Thomas Lamar recom-
mending a sum to be paid him as Express
Rider - . .. .. - - ..

18, Barrackmaster of Charles-Town to be allowed
one thousand Pounds per annum, -

_
18, Ordinance passed for appointing Commission-

ers to stamp and sign one hundred and thir.
tf thousand Pounds currency in Dollars, and
for empowering the President to borrow five
hLlndred thousand Pounds)

18, Three hundred and fifty Pounds to be advanced
to the Commissionersfor the Hiuh-Roadson
Charles-Town Neck, for arrear; due for re-
pairing the said Toads,

18J Such of the Crown Officers ~s choose to depart
the State may be conveyed to Europe or the
West-Indies at the pub lick expense; and
sLlch as dec]ine goil1g to be allowed such
Jiberty as the President and Privy COLlocii
may think not inconsistent with the salety
of the State, -

.. . ~ w _

19, Message to the Presiuent, desiring him to give
orders for repairing tbe Publick BuiJdings, .

19j Message to the President, requesting him to
write to the Delegates at the Continental
Congress, and state to them the great diffi.
culty in recruiting the quota of menj ~

_
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1776,
Oct. 19, Message to the President, re9ue~tjng him to

gi\'c orders that vessel::; coming III may on1y
be obliged to call at Fort Moultrie. and going
out at Fort J ohilson, -

19, Iuformation from the President that he will
issue the necessary orders rcque~ted in the
several J\less8lTes - - - . .

19J Reward of five hundred Pounds offered for de-
tection of Counterfeiters, -

19, Assent of the President to an ordinance for
issuina one hundred and thirtv thousand
Poune}!; currencv in DoUars, and "for borrow-
inerfivehundred thousand Pounds!. - -19, Rep~rtof Committee to whomth,cPre~ide':lt'l3
J\Ie~:;;ageof the 8th instant, wltb Brlgadler-
General Howe's Letter, were referred, - -19, Message to the President, sending a copy of
the Report or the Committee on General
Howe's Leiter; desiring him to gi\'e such
orders as shall appear most effectual for ~he
defence of the back seulers; and requestmg
commis:;ions for the Captains of the Watch
Companies, - * . .

19 Thanks to Colonel Williamson and the ofli-,
ccrs and men under his command! employed
in the late expedition against the Cherokee
Indians, -

19. Certain persons to be discharged from Jail and
pprmincd to go off the State at the expense
of the publick, - - . - - . . ..

191 The President desired to recall aU the Ml1ltla
Commissions gi\'en by the late Govemours,
and grant new ones to the officers hoJding
such,

19, Report from the Committee to examine into
the state of the Jail and the treatment of the
Prisoners of"\-Var~

19 Further elJcouraacment to the late commander,
and mariners oOfthe Re\'enge for their gallant
behaviour in taking the brigantine Giasgow
Packet,

19, Proper and adequate provision to be made for
Thomal' Fan, Paymaster to the Militia, .

19, Fiftv-two Pounds reimbursed to John Yinyard,
aJ~'anced by him for carrying Letters to
Members by order of the Hou~e,

19, Pay of Surgeons of the Continental Regiments
to be three Pounds currency per day, ~

19! Daily pay of one Pound currency allowed to
tbe person acting as Gunner, Barrackmaster~
and Storekeeper, in Fort LyttJeton,. -

19, Report of Committee on the PetitJon of Thomas
Lamar agreed to,

19 The Clerk to attend the President with the,
Journa]s of the House whenever the same
may be required, - - - - .

19, The Clerk to supply General ~owe with copies
of such Orders and Resolutlom of the House
as respect the IVIilitary Department, and as
he shall require, ~

MARYLAND CONVENTWN.

1776.
./Jug. 14, Conyention met at Annapolis~

14, List of Delegates present, -. .
14, Matthew Tilghman chosen President, GabTiel

Duvall, Clerk, Allen Quynn, Messenger,
,Robert Reynolds, Doorkeeper, .

14 CommitLee of Elections appointed,
14: Council of Safety empowered to draw for thir-

ty thousand Pounds, R - - .. ~
14, Nicho1as Harwood and John Johnson appolllt~

cd Assistant CJerks, -
15, Report from the Committee of Ejections,
15, Ele(~tjon for Kent County to be carried on

a17reeabJe 10 tne Resoh"e5 of the Ja.:<tCon-
\'~lJtiOIl, and all friends to America required,
if necessary, to be aiding the Judges of EJec-
tion,

15, Election of Delegates for Charles County af-
firmed,

15, Election of Delegates fa: Prince George's
County declared to be vOId,

15 Election of DeleCTates for the Lower District,
of Frederick d;cJared to be void,

15, The four Independent Companies immediately
to proceed to Elizabeth, and put themselves
under the command ofOo100e1 SmaJlwood,.

FIFTH SERJEs.-Vor.. Ill.
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78

1776.
./lug.15, Election of Delegates for Worcester County

declnred to be void, .
15, Rules to be observedduring this session~
15} Rev. Mr. Lendrum desired to read Prayers be-

fore the Convention, .
16, Declaration of Independence laid before. the

Convention by the Council of Safety, .
16, Petition of sundry Freeho1ders of Kent County,

praying that the Proceedings on the late
election for the said County may be rendered
void, read and rejected,

16, The Managersof the Gun Manufactory of Dor-
chester County to be indemnified for the
money they have expended,

16, The Guns taken by the Guard under Major Fol-
lin to be delivered to the Councilof Safety, .

16, Militia for the Flying-Camp entitled to Pay and
Rations from the time they march,

16, Such of the Militia for the Flying-Campas can
be equipped to march with aBexpedition to
the Jer:seys,

16, Election of Delegates for Queen Anne's Coun-
ty declared to be void,

16} Eight hundred Dollars advanr.co to Lodwick
"Veltner, l\Jajor of the German Battalion, .

16) The Brigadier~Generalof the Flying.Camp,
if acting in conjunction with the Regu]ar
Troops of thi~ CoJony, to be subject to the
command of Colonel Smallwood,

16, Question to appoint Military Officers by ballot
carried in the negative,

16, No Military Officer to be appointecrunJe55 by
a majority of the House consisting of forty-
five Members, .

16, Rezin Beall elected Brigadier-General for the
Flying-Camp, -16, The seat of every Member who shall accept a
commission in the Flying-Camp to be thereby
vacated, -16) .William Richardson elected Colonel, and Wil-
ham Whitely Lieutenant.Colonel, of the
Battalion raised on the Eastern-Shore for
the Flying-Camp,

17, Committee appointed to examine and adjust
. the severa! claims on the Treaimry,

17, Robert Campbell appointed Adjutant to the
Eastern-Shore Battalion of Militia for the
Flying-Camp, -17, Resolved, unanimously, that this Convention
wiJl maintain the freedom and independency
of the United States, with their liyesand for-
tunes,

17, John Hindman appointed Surgeon to the East-
ern-Shore Battalion of Militia for the Flying-
Camp,

- -
_

~ ~ . _

17, Committee to receive proposals rclatina to the
establishment of Manufactories)

_ eo. _

17, Committee to examine the state of the Ac-
counts and Proceedings of the Commission-
ers of the Loan Office,

17, President to apply to Congress for ten thou-
sand Pounds, .

17, All questions, except the appointment of Com-
mittees, to be determined viva voce,

_
17, Committee to prepare a Dec]aration and Char-

ter of Rights and Form of Governmeut,
17, Captain Bourke's Company to be added to

Colonel Richardson's Battalion,
_

19, Certain Officers of the Flying-Camp to receive
pay and re.tions from the date of their war-
rant~,

19, Ten Pounds advanced to James Hopkins to
enable him to construct a machine according
to proposaJs communicatecl to the Hou5e, .

19, Committee to take into consideration sundry
Papers and Depositions relative to the Rell.
John Scott,

20, Dr. John Dorsey elected Surgeon to Colonel
Ewing'::! Battalion of Mi!itia for the FJying.
Camp,

-
.. .

_ _ _ _

20, Petition of sundry inhabitants ofAnne Arundel
County to be permitted to form tbemse]ves
into an Independent Militia Company, read
and rejected,

_ _
. ~ _

.
21, Board appointed to continue the Books of Ac.

cauuts of the expenditure, Joan, or disposi-
tioll of all publick moneys, opened by the
late Board, 92
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1776.

.!lug. 2], Committee to inquire how far the Resohe of
the 6th July for rai~jng two Com panics of
Riflemen and four Companies of Germans)
has been complied with, - - - ..

21, John Muirappointeu Clerk to the Board of Ac..
c.ounts,

21, Report of Committee appointed to examine and
price the Linen deli,'ered by John Archer
and James Harrif!,

22, RqmTt of Committee on the establishment of
i\J.1tIufactories, M

22 Offiecrs in the Rerrular senice to take rank of,
l\Iilitia Ojiicer~, '='

22, Appointment of Officers of the Independent
Compauy of Regular Troops lately com.
JOanderJby Captain Rezin Beall,

22, Ouc bundred Pounds advanced to Thomas Har-
wood to enable him to carryon a Stocking
l\lanufactorv,

23, Committee to-report a list of Prisoners of War,
and of O/Jieers of the Troops raised in this
State for the Continental service,

23, Committee to report on Resolutions of Con-
gress of 26th JUJJe and 17th August, - -

23, Commanders for tbe Vessel,:; and Armed Boats
ordered to be fitted out by the Jast Conven-
tion, to be appointed by the CounciJ of Safety,

23, l\Iemorial presented from James Cunnin~bam
relative to a Sloop drifted ashore from the
Bristish Fieet under tbe command of Lord
Dunmore,

23, John Hidl appointed Judge of the Court of
Admiralty in the room of\ViJli<lm Hayward,
TC:-;jrrned, -

23, Rctur~ of election of Delegates for the Lower
District of Frederick County,

24, Commissions orthe Officers of the Independent
Company of Mililia for the Flying-Camp to
bear date respectively from the time they
completed the numher of men required by
the Officers of tbe Battalions for the FJying-
Camp,

27, A Declaration and Cbarter of Right,:>brought in
aJ](] ordered to be printed for the considera-
tion of the MembersJ

27, ResiQ'nation of Brice T. B.Wortbington, Charlcs
Cal'roJl, Barrister) and Samuel Chase, on ac-
count of ha\'ing reeeived instructions from
their constituents enjoining them, in framing
a GO\'ernment for the St.ate, implicitly to ad-
here to points in their opinion incompatible
with good government and the publick peace
aud happiness, ~

27, Petition from :5Uodryfree voters of Anne Arun-
del County, praying for a new elec.tion of
Deler;ates for said County,

27, Change of OHicers in the Company lately com-
manded by Captain Rezin BeaU,

27, Depo..;itions to be taken relative to the late
election for Anne Arundel County,

_
M

27, A Remonstrance from George Davis, read and
referred to the Committee on the Establish-
mcnt of Manufactories,

27, Return or election of Delegates for Kent
Countr, -

27, Election of Delegates for Anne Arundel Coun-
tr to be held on the 4th of September nextJ

27, Pr~posals of Valentine Reiot:r:e] and Anthony
Gussler for raising a Company of Riflemen,
read and unanimously rejected, ~

28, Petition presented from the inhabitants of An-
napolis to be reinstated in their former right
of mting for Representatives for Anne Arun-
del County,

28, Committee to inquire what progress has been
made in the different Manufactories erected
or about to be erected in the State, -

28, Report brought in from the Committee on the
Depositions and Papers relative to the Rev.
Mr. SCOIt,

2SJ Committee to inquire juto the condition of the
Log Jail in Frederick-Town, and of the
County Jail,

28, Rev. Jobn Sean dec.Jared to be a di!'.affectcd
pcr:srw, and required to remove from Somer-
set to Frederick County, and to gile bond in
the /jum of a. thousand Pounds not to depart
the said County,
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I 1776.
Aug. 29, Rev, John Scott allowed a fortnight to settle

his affairs and to remove himself and famjly
to Frederick,

29, The persons now confined in the Log Jail jn
Frederick County to be removed to the pub-
lick Jail thereof,

30, Return of election of Delegates for Prince
<?-eorge's COllnty, and of a Delegate for Caro-
IllleCounty, - - - - - - 97

30, Committee on Petition of Thomas French, late
Sheriff, and George French, present Sheriff)
ofFrederickCount\', - - - - 97

3D, 1\1r. Johnson and Mr:Hooe added to the Com-
mittee appointed to prepare a Declaration and
Charter of Rights and a Form ofGovemment, 97

30, Mr. Gr~en added to the Signers of the Bills of
CredIt, 97

31, On Petition of SamueJ Sharke, the Real and
Personal Estate of Isaac Atkinson ordered to
be taken into custodYJ

31, The CouncIl of Safety empowered to purchase
and store thirty thou~and bushels of Salt in
the \Vest-Iouies,

31, Commi.ttee on Manufactures report against the
PetitIOn of Johll Wells; Report not concurred
in, -31, One hundred and fifty Pounds to be advanDed
to.J~hn WeJJs to encourage the manufatture
at Lmen, - - - -

_
~ M 98

31, The action commenced by Conrad Theodore
\Vederstrandt agaiost Edward Meadows,
Commanderof the Tartar man-of-war,not to
abate by the death of either p3rty, - - 98

31, Ordinance brought. in for the division of Frede-
rick County jn three distinct and separate

94 Counties, - - - -
_ _

99I Sept.2, Return~of election of Delegates for Queen
AnnesCouoty, - - - -

_
M2, Report of Committee on Papers and Deposi.

tions laid before the Conventionrelative to
the conduct of Isaac Costin,

3, \Var~ant to be issued to Abraham Boyd, of
Pnnce George's County)for eDrolIinga Com-
pany of Milit;a, _

1003, Petition aCTainst the election of DeJeO'ates for
Anne A~Ul1del County, withdrawn,

b _ _

100
4, R~I)Qrt of Committee on Manufactories recom-

mending terms on whi(~hthe proposals of
Elisha \Vinters for carrying on a Musket
Factory ought to be accepted; Report not
concurred ill, -

_
1004, Return of election of DeJegates for Worcester

County, _ 101
4, A month's pay to he adva.nced to Captain Abra-

ham Boyd's Company, M 101
5, Captain Peter Mantz appointed Major to Co]o-

nel Griffith':; Battalion of J\1iJitia for the FJv-
jug-Camp, ~ _

1026, Time for the receipt and inspection of Tobacco
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